
Federal judge stops Wolf Creek land exchange
Any future village proposal must address impacts on the National Forest & lynx

The Honorable Senior Judge 
Richard P. Matsch issued an order 
today affirming that the Forest 
Service “failed to consider impor-
tant aspects of the issues before 
them, offered an explanation for 
their decision that runs counter to 
the evidence, failed to base their 
decision on consideration of the 
relevant factors, and based their 
decision on an analysis that is con-
trary to law.” This order concludes 
another chapter in this decade’s 

long saga to protect Wolf Creek 
Pass from a large-scale residential 
and commercial development that 
could accommodate 8,000 to 10,000 
visitors.

“This ruling is an incredible 
victory for the flora and fauna that 
rely on Wolf Creek Pass for their 
survival,” stated Tehri Parker, Ex-
ecutive Director of Rocky Mountain 
Wild. “This order specifically rec-
ognizes the unique environmental 
qualities of this region, and the role 

that it plays as a wildlife movement 
corridor between the Weminuche 
and South San Juan Wilderness 
areas. We couldn’t be happier with 
this outcome and getting this great 
news on Endangered Species Day!”

The court rejected the Forest 
Service conclusion that it lacked 
any control over the use of the pri-
vate parcel. The court explained 
that “there is no legal or logical ba-
sis for Defendants’ position in the 
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Property assessment in Saguache County experiences 
‘glitches’—extension given to protest evaluations

by Lisa Cyriacks
By now, property re-valuation 

notices have been mailed, and Sa-
guache County residents are having 
mixed reactions, from some report-
ing that their property values went 
down significantly, to others com-
plaining that they have doubled.

County Assessor Peter Peter-
son is reporting that some tax no-
tices were affected by a glitch in the 
computer system and will need to 
be reworked. The County upgrad-

ed to a new computer system this 
year but some of the old formulas 
for evaluating properties were not 
compatible with the new system, 
he commented Tuesday. “In most 
cases,” Peterson commented, “prop-
erty values should have remained 
pretty much the same.”

More than halfway through 
the protest period, Peterson ac-
knowledged that his office is going 
through all 14,000+ accounts with 
plans to issue Special Notices of 

Valuation to all accounts that have 
been adversely affected by this 
glitch—even if the property owner 
has not filed a protest. The effect 
of receiving a special notice is that 
the deadline for protest will be ex-
tended past the statutory June 1.

Rather than waiting until you 
have received this Special Notice of 
Valuation, Peterson is encouraging 
everyone to file protests by June 1.

As part of the review, address 
continued on page 5

This young, rehabilitated Swainson’s Hawk appears to wave goodbye just prior to his release back into the wild at the Baca National Wildlife Refuge. Please see our story about the 
release of two hawks on the Refuge on page B-3.    photo by Lori Nagel                                           To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com   

Let yourself fly at CrestFest! Fun & games 
for the whole family, and a great music 
line-up. See story on page 10.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Immigrant Resource 
Center

Dear Editor,
A group of concerned people 

in the Crestone area have come 
together to help immigrants in the 
San Luis Valley.

The Immigrant Resource 
Center in Alamosa tells us that due 
to an increased focus on deporta-
tion, undocumented persons are 
fearful of going grocery shopping, 
resulting in hunger and food anxi-
ety affecting many families.  There 
is a need for food and/or money for 
food.  

In addition, there is a need for 
funds to help people obtain the nec-
essary documents to prevent depor-
tation, as well as helping families 
prepare for a possible deportation, 
especially when it comes to making 
arrangements for children so they 
don’t inadvertently end up in the 
foster care system.  

There are two ways you can 
help.  One is to donate money di-
rectly to the Immigrant Resource 
Center (a 501[c]3 non-profit).  You 
can specify that the money be used 
for food or documents.  The easiest 
way to donate is through their web-
site at slvirc.org or send your dona-
tion directly to them with checks 
made out to:

  Immigrant Resource Center
  225 6th St., Suite B
  Alamosa, CO  81101
Or you can help by donating 

some of the following food items:  
black beans, pinto beans, white 
rice, flour, cornmeal, masa, canned 
tomatoes and corn, children’s ce-
real and sugar.

Food donations can be dropped 
off at the Center (located at the 
above address). They are not set 
up to take perishable items such 
as produce, dairy products, etc. but 
they do have some freezer space.

The Center has asked to be 
called (587-3225) before dropping 
anything off. Their hours are Mon-
day-Friday, 9 to 5, closing for lunch 
from 12:30 to 1:30.

On behalf of our group, thank 
you for helping children and fami-
lies alleviate hunger and food anx-
iety.

—Linda Craig

Thanks POA
Dear Editor,
We would like to thank the 

Baca Grande POA Board for once 
again supporting the youth of our 
community through their offer-
ing of partial scholarships for the 
Baca Grande Stables Summer 
Children’s Riding Program (www.
bacagrandestables.com). The POA 
has underwritten this program 
for many years, thereby making 
it possible for children who other-
wise might not be able to attend to 
participate in this fun and valuable 
experience. On behalf of our local 
kids and families, thank you. 

Joanna and Eli Dokson
Baca Grande Stables

County news
—a different view

Dear Editor,
I am writing to provide a dif-

ferent view of an item in Sandia 
Belgrade’s coverage of the County 
news in the Eagle last month re: 
the proposed Reigel Subdivision.  
Specifically, the “several county 
residents” who “came to comment” 
consisted of every single neigh-
boring property owner (including 
myself) who attended at least two 
monthly meetings of the Planning 
Commission to oppose this pro-
posal.   For reasons that varied 
from “violation of existing law” to 
significant impact on the fragile 
physical environment and access to 
water in this area, each neighbor-
ing landowner opposed approval.  
At the last meeting on March 30, 
pursuant to lengthy discussions in 
this regard, the eleven members 
of the Planning Commission voted 
unanimously to recommend that 
the Board of County Commission-
ers not approve the Reigel proposal 
to further subdivide their existing 
subdivision of 30+ acres into 8 sep-
arate lots of less than 5 acres each.  

   Despite this overwhelming 
opposition, yesterday the BOCC 
voted to approve it.  How can this 
happen?

—Ed Nagel

Regarding Baca 
Emergency Services

Dear Editor,
The Board of Directors would 

like to clarify some concerns that 
have been raised regarding our 
Emergency Services.  As we all 
know, things heard through the 
“grapevine” can be very mislead-
ing, distorted and unfortunately 
can easily cause unnecessary con-
cern. As we continue to strive for 
transparency, we aim to avoid 
these kinds of situations as well 
as provide important information 
about the wonderful progress that 
the Baca Grande POA continues to 
make. 

The Board approved combin-
ing Fire and Ambulance services as 
of January 1, 2017. This is not only 
an incredible step forward, but 
is also an adjustment. Of course, 
when we seek to improve the ser-
vice, there are bound to be a few 
issues, issues that both manage-
ment and the Board continue to ad-
dress and solve. We have had some 
scheduling issues due to personnel 
attending ongoing training/educa-
tion that betters the service. By no 
means is the community left with-
out ambulance or fire response. 

To be very clear, the Baca 
Grande Emergency Services pro-
vides coverage 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Furthermore, 
Northern Saguache Emergency 
Services and the Baca Grande 
Emergency Services provide back-
up in case there is unexpected lack 
of coverage in either district. 

We would like to give our ap-
preciation to the Emergency Ser-
vices Administrator, Darrick Gar-
cia, who is dedicated to providing 
the highest level of emergency ser-
vices with a department that will 
not only have competent members 
but also have opportunities for ad-
vanced training/continuing educa-
tion.  In addition, the Emergency 

Service Personnel have the oppor-
tunity to be cross trained and be-
come proficient in both EMS and 
Fire response. 

As was discussed at the Board 
Meeting on April 20, 2017, accord-
ing to State Law all trauma pa-
tients must be transported to the 
closest appropriate facility which 
is Alamosa, not Salida.  Further-
more, per medical patient proto-
cols set forth and adopted by the 
Baca Grande Emergency Services, 
all patients south of Villa Grove 
must be transported to Alamosa, 
not Salida. This has been standard 
protocol since 2010. 

We encourage all our mem-
bers to attend the monthly Board 
Meetings where topics like this are 
discussed. Please feel free to call 
the POA offices to get the facts and 
accurate information directly from 
the source.  Although personnel is-
sues cannot be discussed, we will 
do our best to be as transparent as 
we can. 

The Board believes we have 
an incredible opportunity to bet-
ter serve our members and we ask 
you all to help us by not falling into 
the rumor mongering.  The more 
members are involved and willing 
to support our community, the bet-
ter for all! 

—Baca Grande Property 
Owner’s Association Board of Di-
rectors

A community forum 
June 10

Dear Editor,
Your participation is needed 

in an afternoon of transparency 
and discussion.  Bring your ques-
tions and concerns!  You have a say 
in the direction this community is 
heading! An invitation is extended 
to everyone who has a vision and 
heart-centered solutions to the is-
sues our fair town faces right now.  
Representatives of the POA, CBR, 
Town Council and City Planners 
may be available for clarification.  
We look for broad participation in 
bringing to light these issues while 
planning to reach our collective 
goals, finding some middle ground, 
again creating here a harmonious 
hub, considering everyone’s per-
spective.  

You have a voice! Please join 
us! Saturday, June 10, 1-6pm at the 
Crestone Charter School. Food and 
beverages will be served.

Thank you,
Thomas Schultz

Owner/Builder 
conversations 
in the Baca Grande

Dear Editor,
Perhaps it makes good copy 

to invoke the spectacle of a man’s 
home being removed by a crane and 
police but I felt John Rowe’s article 
on Owner/Builders was smug and 
unbalanced.  I suppose Bill Ellzey 
is entitled to his opinion that those 
who would like POA covenants to 
be enforced are “gentrifiers.”  But 
were he and Mr. Rowe to stand 
on my front porch they might see 
things differently.  I have at least 
three neighbors who are in the pro-
cess of building, one who has been 
in that process for the six years I’ve 
lived here.  My immediate neighbor 
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Editor’s Notes
Planting the town

Saturday, May 27 was a 
magical day. Perfect weather. The 
mountains starting to show their 
summer face and even a few but-
terflies in the air.  A whole group 
of us gathered at the Town Hall 
with shovels at the ready. 

Right on time a flatbed truck 
pulled up from Brady’s West car-
rying 20 BIG trees (3 more to 
come). Aspens, maples, honey lo-
cust, flowering crabs, chokecher-
ry, hawthorn, ash and a pondero-
sa. A whole array of new trees for 
downtown Crestone.

Everyone found their place 
and job in the day’s work. Trac-
tors hauling trees, strong crews 
planting them in the pre-dug 
holes. Finishing crews shaping 
earth and watering trees, fol-
lowed by the fencing crew. Sweat 
and smiles. Happy trees glad to 
find their forever home.

All of the trees were pur-
chased with donations. Many of 
them are “in memory of ” some-
one dear. A beautiful legacy to 
leave for someone.

Saturday, June 3, Patrick 
Moore and his “Fellowship of the 
Flowers” crew will start planting 
deer-resistant perennial flowers 
in the beds. Money to purchase 
plants was donated, plus people 
are donating plants from their 
own gardens. Wonderful volun-
teers are “adopting a bed”. If you 
also want to help, please come 
downtown on June 3 at 9am. The 
Town does not have the financial 
or labor resources to do all this, 
so a very big thank you!  

While the world sometimes 
seems so crazy, here we are, peo-
ple who love their community, 
love beauty, out planting trees 
and flowers. That makes me as 
happy as an aspen grove!

If you want to help or donate 
(more $$ for flowers are needed), 
please contact the Town of Crest-
one, Patrick or myself.

Happy Summer everyone,
—Kizzen
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presently graces his acreage with 
the home he is restoring, an enor-
mous RV trailer where he lives, 
a shed, an opaque fence draped 
over several hundred feet of land, 
a large trucking container, three 
vehicles, and several large heaps 
of unknown composition.  There is 
no sign that he is working on his 
house or that any progress is being 
made on diminishing the number 
of heaps, vehicles or containers.  

I moved here because the land 
is beautiful.  I would hope, of all 
people, Bill Ellzey would appreciate 
that.  To know that these blighted 
building sites will remain so indefi-
nitely, indeed seem only to increase 
in size and number, is very disturb-
ing.  I am glad that Debra Schultz 
is building a beautiful house but 
as months drag into years, by the 
time she resolves her financing 
and labor issues, I may have lived 
out the remaining years of my life 
without ever seeing it. May I sug-
gest for future articles that John 
Rowe include a brief interview with 
a neighbor who is impacted by the 
building site, a photograph of the 
building site, and verification that 
the builder/owners have installed 
a well, septic and drain field before 
beginning their building project.  

—Emmy Savage

Thank you!
Dear Editor,
Zowie! Once again our com-

munity came forward (rain or 
shine) to support the Friends-of-
the-Library (FOL) with their gen-
erosity to help ensure a successful 
pre-tax-day bake sale. Not only 
was the bake sale a success, it went 
beyond expectations.

The traffic in Crestone hap-
pened to be slow that particular 
Monday, but it didn’t seem to mat-
ter—the  community once again 
proved their support and  generos-
ity in helping maintain quality for 
our present library.  Many thanks.

Also the membership to the 
FOL is approaching 100. Please 
considering becoming an active 

member.  The annual dues are 
$12.  This membership number 
will become a very important num-
ber when it comes time to request 
grants for a new library facility in 
Crestone.  In the meantime, please 
consider joining and supporting 
the quality of our present library.  
Membership cards are available at 
the library desk.

The next Friends-of-the-
Library Meeting is scheduled for 
Friday, June 16 in the Crestone 
Town Hall Meeting Room from 3 
to 4:30pm. Light refreshments will 
be served.  Please come and offer 
whatever support you deem appro-
priate.

Once again, as Chair of the 
FOL, and Carol Lee and David Lee, 
Treasurer and Secretary, we thank 
you.

—Thom Onko

A safety reminder 
from the POA

Dear Readers,
This is a friendly reminder in 

hopes of keeping our homes in all 
areas of the Baca Grande, Mobile 
Home Estates, and Casita Park as 
safe and peaceful as possible.

We urge you to always obey 
speed limits, traffic signs, and sig-
nals. We also request you so stay 
respectful and considerate of your 
neighbors.

The weather is starting to 
warm up and schools will be let-
ting out soon, so expect to see an 
increase number of children and 
wildlife playing in the sun. Please 
remember to keep an eye out for 
wildlife, bicyclists, as well as chil-
dren playing. These are a large part 
of what makes our town so special.

A failure to obey traffic laws 
could result in harm or injury to 
either of these things, another ve-
hicle, a structure, and even your 
vehicle and yourself. 

Thank you all for your contin-
ued diligence in helping create and 
maintain this safe and happy envi-
ronment here in the extraordinary 
Baca Grande.

—The Baca Grande POA

Back to Kentucky
Dear Crestone Family,
It is with much sadness in my 

heart that I am leaving my Cre-
stone family and friends. I am fol-
lowing my bliss to Kentucky and 
the forest of green. I have much 
love for this valley, its beauty and 
vastness, and all of its sentinel be-
ings.

I came to Crestone in 2001 
for the birth of my granddaughter 
Mackenzie Martinez and I have on 
and off since then called Crestone 
home.

Now my heart has been drawn 
back to Kentucky. I spent the winter 
there with some very dear friends, 
and now I want to spend more time 
there with chickens, goats, warmer 
winters and walks in the forest. I 
will come back for many visits with 
friends and family.

To make this happen, I will 
need some help from you, my fam-
ily and friends of my community. 
I am manifesting $2,000 to make 
this happen. I need to rent a truck 
to make the move and have gas 
and some food. So, I am having a 
garage/yard sale on June 3-4, Sat-

urday and Sunday.
I have lots of cool things, 

priced to sell. I have a 12’ tipi, a 
Golds Gym teadmill, books, house-
hold items, pictures, clothes and 
some furniture. Please come by 
to say hello. Buy some things and 
make this chapter of my life a real-
ity.

Follow the signs in Casita 
Park to 330 Palisade Court.

Blessings to all and thank 
you,

—Usnea Martinez

Dream big!
I recently wrote an article 

about the work I do at Moffat school 
with special needs children. Since 
that time I found myself left with a 
deep desire to emphasize my hopes, 
dreams, and goals for the future of 
these kids. It is most important to 
me that these very special children 
“dream big.” What I mean is that 
in the classroom we create a fanta-
sy world for them. A mock version 
of adult life. A life where they are 
no longer led by the hand through 
their lives by parents, teachers and 
community. A future life not far off 
where they are the navigators of 
their own lives. 

I want them to dream so big 
as to be limitless. To do so with the 
full and confident knowledge that 
they can do anything. Together 
we collectively want and help to 
broaden them and the other hori-
zons. May they sail headlong into 
a world of possibilities, heads held 
high and ever dreaming what more 
they could do. Perhaps we are 
dreaming big ourselves; as is right. 

Every member of Moffat Staff 
is helping to create an environment 
in which our students are encour-
aged to dream big. They work hard 
to be the sextant with which the 
children can explore their futures. 
So let me just leave you with this 
thought. Dream big everyone. You 
are the owner of your own souls and 
navigator of your own destinies.

—Roberta Rosa Snyder

Applicable to our times
Dear Editor,
It was recently brought to my 

attention that a very timely and 
immensely valuable book titled 
The Spiritual Crisis of Man by Paul 
Brunton is now available free on-
line at paulbrunton.org/spiritual-
crisis-of-man.php.  Although it was 
written during the middle of the 
last century just after WWII, it is 
without a doubt applicable to our 
times as well.  Paul Brunton was 
truly an inspired and awakened 
spiritual philosopher and this is a 
highly recommended book.      

—Carol DeAntoni
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Kate Vasha
January 25, 1948 - April 28, 2017

Kate was born Kathleen 
Alice Lester in Oklahoma City, 
OK to Robert Rex and Alice 
(Kuntz) Lester. She had an older 
sister, Loretta. She is survived 
by two nephews, Scott Wood-
ward of Oklahoma and Mike 
Woodward of Texas. 

Kate grew up in and 
around Oklahoma City and Nor-
man, OK. She received a BA in 
English, from Grinnell College 
in Grinnell, Iowa in May 1970.  
She attended the University of 
Missouri School of Journalism, 
Columbia, MO from 1977-1981 
and received a MA in 1985.  Dur-
ing this time she studied abroad 
for a year in Edinburgh, Scot-
land. 

After college she worked 
for newspapers and magazines 
in Oklahoma. She moved to Den-
ver in the late 1980s and worked 
at Colorado Homes & Lifestyles 
Magazine. In the early 1990s 
she started working for the 
Colorado Department of Natu-
ral Resources as a Public Infor-
mation Officer in the Executive 
Director’s office, for Ken Salazar.  
During her time there she was 
instrumental in getting Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) 
passed and the Land Board’s 
Stewardship Trust passed into 
law. In 1993 she worked on is-
sues at the Colorado Oil & Gas 
Commission. From 1994-98, she 
worked on issues at the Mined 
Land Reclamation Division and 
then at the State Land Board 
from 1998 until her retirement 
in the early 2000s. After retiring 
she moved to Saguache.

She was elected to the Sa-
guache Town Board in April 
2010. She served as Mayor from 
September 2013 until April 
2014. She continued to serve 
on the Town Board until she re-
signed in November of 2016. 

Kate established, and 
served in various capacities, on 
numerous boards, including the 
Downtown Revitalization Pro-
ject, the Northern Saguache 
County Library District, and 
Saguache Historic Preservation 
Commission. She wrote a num-
ber of grants, including for the 
preservation of the historic town 
hall and community building. 
She worked off and on for the US 
Forest Service and the BLM, au-
thoring a number of publications. 

She was an avid gardener, 
a voracious reader, a spiritual 
explorer and a fiercely loyal 
friend. 

Friends and colleagues are 
invited to a gathering, hosted 
by the Friends of the Saguache 
Library, in Kate’s honor on June 
9, noon, at the Saguache Com-
munity Building, 525 7th Street, 
Saguache. Please come and hon-
or Kate with your stories and ex-
press your thanks for her life of 
service to the State of Colorado 
and the community of Saguache.  

Memorials can be made 
to: Northern Saguache County 
Ambulance District, PO Box 
118, Saguache CO 81149, or to 
the Saguache Public Library, PO 
Box 448, Saguache, CO 81149.

CorreCtIon
Last month’s Crestone Ea-

gle “Saguache County news” in-
correctly stated the Moffat School 
dropout rate was 50%. What 
Matthew Crowley actually said 
was the mobility rate (meaning 
students who move into and out 
of the district between 2 school 
years) was around 50% for the 
district. From State DOE records 
the district’s mobility rate last 
year was 43.6%. The district’s 
dropout rate was 2%. Just 2%! 
Hats off to Moffat.

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm

THE BEST ICED COFFEE 
YOU EVER HAD!

WWW.MIRAGETRADINGCO.COM

I N   M O F FAT  N E X T  T O  T H E  P O S T  O F F I C E

719-256-4357
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by Sandia Belgrade
Democracy is not free   

 Dwight Shellman from the 
election division of the Secretary 
of State’s office along with Carla 
Gomez, Saguache County Clerk 
and Recorder, urged the County 
Commissioners (BOCC) to pur-
chase the Dominion voting sys-
tem. Shellman noted the County’s 
present voting system, which is 
over a decade old, will soon be 
passed usefulness. Two public 
panels made recommendations to 
ensure uniform voting in the state 
and unanimously declared Domin-
ion was best to acquire. Colorado 
law states that counties cannot 
purchase a system unless certified 
and approved by the Secretary of 
State. Approximately 52 counties 
out of 64 in the state are on the 
new system.

A uniform voting system is 
necessary in Colorado since 90% 
of all voting is done by mail. Do-
minion provides digital resolu-
tion for mailed votes and captures 
visual images of voting. Ballots in 
Colorado are public records and 
Dominion software makes it easy 
to export files if there is an open 
records request. A random audit 
system assures there is only a 1% 
chance of inaccuracy. Secretary of 
State Wayne Williams is offering 
$850,000 in “free” federal money 
from the Help America Vote Act 
to participating counties, but Sa-
guache County had to approve it 
in April to receive implementation 
and training costs amounting to 
$8,000.  

Counties are balking
It puts a poor county in a 

tough place. County Co-Adminis-
trator Lyn Zimmer-Lambert esti-
mated that the cost to the County 
would run about $159,000 over 
an eight-year period, a huge ex-
penditure. Commissioner Ken 
Anderson protested saying we’re 
very unpopulated and we need 
help. Saguache is not alone. Jef-
ferson County, a leading foe of the 
Dominion system, testified that 
it would impose a “significant 
financial burden” on them and 
could cost more than the amount 
quoted. With their backs against 
the wall, the BOCC moved to pur-
chase the Dominion system.  

County & State officials re-
quest renewal of SrS funding

The voting expenditure comes 
at a time when a significant rev-
enue stream has been cut. In 2000, 
the Secure Rural Schools and Com-
munity Self-Determination Act 
(SRS) was signed into law. SRS 
provides funding for rural schools, 
roads and rural infrastructure, law 
enforcement, and other critical gov-
ernment services. Counties have 
received a portion of revenue from 
timber sales in federal forests. SRS 
officially expired April 28. Presi-
dent Trump’s preliminary budget 
proposal for 2018, which begins Oc-
tober 1, doesn’t mention SRS. The 

BOCC sent all senators and reps 
a letter urging promotion of SRS 

funding. The National Gover-
nors Association is also lob-
bying Congress to continue 

SRS funding. Members 
of Congress from states 

where federal lands 
comprise much of the 
total landmass have 
written to the Office 
of Management and 

Budget urging funding of SRS at 
2015 levels. The BOCC sent a let-
ter to U.S. Rep. Scott Tipton and 
U.S. Senators Michael Bennett 
and Cory Gardner Tuesday, asking 
them to support the full refunding 
of SRS as well as Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes (PILT).

reigel subdivision deci-
sion

Residents of the Reigel Sub-
division returned to hear the deci-
sion for the proposal by a resident 
to subdivide the subdivision. It has 
been a contentious matter. Several 
residents who were part of the origi-
nal subdivision agreement opposed 
the plan. They were led to believe 
that further subdivision could not 
occur. Their objections were also 
based on the strain it would place 
on the environment and the water 
resources in the area. Another key 
issue was how would the subdivi-
sion affect access. Currently it’s not 
a public road, but it is not the sole 
access. There is an alternate road. 
County Attorney Ben Gibbons said 
there would be no violation of the 
law if the lots were subdivided and 
commented that the County has 
granted such requests before. In 
April the BOCC made a site visit. 
The planning commission, after 
months of research determining 
that subdividing would increase 
the density of population and have 
a negative impact on the land, wa-
ter, and the condition of the road, 
voted unanimously not to approve 
it. However, the BOCC moved to 
accept the Reigel subdivision re-
quest. When asked to respond 
to the decision, Jason Anderson, 
speaking only for himself, said his 
decision was based on his belief in 
property rights, that if it is legal 
and not damaging, people can do 
what they want.

the kiosk: used car lot or 
commercial zone?

• The kiosk, a small piece of 
land between the town of Crestone 
and the Baca, has citizens con-
cerned that it is becoming a used 
car lot. Vehicles have sat there for 
months. There is hearsay that peo-
ple are going to auctions and selling 
cars there. Curbstone legislation 
exists which penalizes people other 
than licensed dealers who sell mul-
tiple cars in a year. Wendi Maez, 
Land Use Director, wants clarifica-
tion of the boundaries. Most of the 
kiosk is under the purview of Road 
and Bridge, but the back edge of 
the kiosk belongs to the Charter 
School (CCS). Another small sec-
tion belongs to an individual prop-
erty owner. It was determined that 
several actions occur:

• Road and Bridge will cre-
ate appropriate signage stating the 
ordinance and that parked cars can 
be impounded and towed. 

• Crestone Charter School 
will reinstall the fence between 
CCS’s and County property and 
draft a letter stating no vehicles on 
their property. 

Should the kiosk become a 
commercial zone?   

Desiree Marceau, owner of 
Gracies Farmstead, who presently 
sells bakery goods at the kiosk, 
presented a proposal to place a 10 
x 20 cabin on skids, no wheels, on 
a semi-permanent basis at the ki-
osk. This raises several questions: 
does the BOCC want to enter into 
a lease? Will the kiosk become a 
commercial zone? How will it affect 
folks who want to have a garage 
sale? Jason Anderson asked, “Are 
we opening the gates?” Attorney 
Gibbons said it raises the question 
of right of way. The BOCC will re-
view the proposal before the June 
8 meeting.

Marijuana conditional use 
permit (CUP) applications 

Viridis Enterprises, LLC/PM 
et al‘s request for an organic medi-
cal grade cultivation and extrac-
tion facility on 45735 County Road 
N, using Hwy. 285 as access, was 
approved. CEO Sebastian Vowell 
said water will be trucked in from 
Round Mountain or from Fort Gar-
land. It will have a solar electric 
fence and an 8’ tall entrance with 
signage. It will begin with 400 
plants inside 2.4 acres. Later there 
will be irrigation on site and a solar 
array. 

Brian Higgins LLC/High 
Jinx, LLC’s CUP request for a com-
mercial greenhouse and marijuana 
grow area of 35 acre on 3610 Co. Rd. 
E.  medical and recreational was 
approved. It will be fully enclosed. 
He will haul water from Fort Gar-
land. He’s doing 800 plants now 
though the State approved 1800 
plants.   

Stryker industry was ap-
proved for medical in the fall. Now 
Shauna DeMoss & Berlin O’Butler 
are requesting a recreational, com-
mercial marijuana grow area. They 
will have an augmentation plan for 
water use.

Dispensary application in 
Villa Grove contested

Daniel O’Laughlin’s request 
for a recreational marijuana dis-
pensary on Hwy. 285 in Villa Grove 
speaks to the range of opinions of 
residents in the county have re-
garding marijuana. There was 
standing room only but a calm ex-
change of ideas. A sample of com-
ments: 

Bill and Carol Chase, who live 
5 miles away, sent a letter stating 
that members of the Villa Grove 
Fellowship Church strongly oppose 
the dispensary. The tone of the let-
ter seemed to carry the threat of 
not patronizing business in Villa 
Grove. Carol Case was concerned 
because she stated drugs are not 
good for developing brains. It was 
noted that young children can’t 
go in dispensaries which require 
IDs and there is video coverage. 
She questioned what values will 
be added to the community. One 
person stated Hwy. 285 is busy 

and marijuana is involved in 1 of 
5 driving deaths. Another person 
said a bus stops at the pottery shop 
and picks up children. While one 
person said it is a harmful drug, 
another said treat it the same 
way as alcohol which is a stronger 
drug. A cancer patient noted the 
medical benefits. Bill Case said 
he doesn’t want them going to the 
dispensary and not church on Sun-
days. O’Laughlin said he has met 
many wonderful people and wants 
the dispensary to be of economic 
benefit to Villa Grove. He noted 
the dispensary is at the other side 
of town, a 1/3 of a mile away and 
out of sight of the church. Jeff 
Shook, owner of Villa Grove Trade 
& Restaurant, said he wants the 
black market to go away and this 
legal business will bring in jobs, 
and when people visit the dispen-
sary, they’ll go to the restaurant 
or pottery shop. When one person 
wanted it closed on Sunday, Jason 
Anderson replied we are here to 
vote on legality not morality. The 
Commissioners approved with Tim 
Lovato opposing because there is a 
school bus stop.

Kyle Grote, a cultivator who 
has lived here 10 years providing 
employment and bringing in rev-
enue to the County, questioned the 
overwhelming fees that a legiti-
mate marijuana business faces. He 
speculated that the excise tax could 
put some out of business. Grote 
also questioned Road and Bridge’s 
authority to charge road access 
fees. It’s a one-time fee according 
to Benjamin Gibbs, County Attor-
ney, and part of the conditional use 
permit for a start up operation. The 
dialogue framed the need for the 
County to find a balance in a new 
industry.

recording of Board meet-
ings

Discussion concerning record-
ing of Board meetings continued. 
The only bid for recording equip-
ment received was for $9,000 from 
WSB—high compared to other 
counties. One requirement is that 
the equipment be portable. The 
BOCC postponed a decision until 
June 8, after consultation with two 
tech-savvy people.

Public comments
Ammi Kohn thanked BOCC 

for supporting Living Wisdom 
which has over $20,000 in account. 
They hope to be in negotiations for 
land acquisition very soon. Sarah 
Koehn Frey sent a thank you let-
ter on behalf of the Northern Sa-
guache Library District expressing 
gratitude for their sales tax grant. 
Rhiannon Curry, a County employ-
ee, observed that the Commission-
ers need to take time to know the 
25+ employees in the Courthouse. 
Since they represent a significant 
part of the Commissioners’ con-
stituency, they ought to make their 
acquaintance.

Saguache 
  County 
   News
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Sagauche County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
It looks like two men, a Denver resident, 24, and an Aurora man, 

31, came down to the San Luis Valley with car theft on their minds. Both 
men landed in the County jail and were charged with aggravated motor 
vehicle theft. In addition to this charge the Denver man faces charges 
of possession of a controlled substance, possession of paraphernalia, 
driving with a suspended or revoked license, and careless driving. Both 
men’s bail was listed at $10,000 each.

A Moffat man, 55, was jailed on charges of third degree assault 
with no bail listed. A Colorado man, 59, is on jail with $250 bail on charg-
es of reckless endangerment. A Kansas City, MO man was taken in on 
charges of first degree criminal trespass, false imprisonment, and third 
degree assault with his bail sitting at $5000. 

A Center man, 37, was jailed on charges including third degree as-
sault, domestic violence, child abuse, and obstruction of phone service 
with no bail. Another Center man, 38, was jailed with no bail on charges 
of domestic violence, harassment and menacing. A Crestone man, 56, 
was summoned to appear in county court on charges of third degree 
criminal trespass. A Center man, 34, was jailed with no bail on charges 
including domestic violence, third degree assault, reckless endanger-
ment, and child abuse. Five hundred dollars bail was set for a Center 
man, 37, for violation of a restraining order. A Crestone man, 38, was 
summoned to appear in County Court to face charges including reckless 
endangerment and obstructing a highway or passageway.

Fugitive from justice charges got a Dulce, NM man, 32, jailed with 
$350 bail set. A Center man, 19, went to jail on charges of second degree 
burglary and being a fugitive from justice with his bail listed at $21,030. 
Felony possession of a controlled substance and two fugitives from jus-
tice charges landed a Center man, 30, in jail with $16,000 bail.

Most months, the vast number of traffic violations meted out by the 
County were speeding tickets. I noticed this month a sharp uptake in 
other moving violations, including no seat belt and not stopping at the 
stop sign, along with improper backing up and passing incorrectly. So 
mind your driving or a nasty ticket could put a damper on your summer 
fun funds!

Tax Assessments
continued from page 1

labels are being examined to de-
termine why some people never re-
ceived an initial Notice of Valuation.

Those protesting must esti-
mate, based on sales of homes in 
their area, what their property was 
worth as of June 30, 2016. The pro-
test also can be based on factual 
errors made in the assessment or 
may be based on other pertinent 
reasons.  For a guide to how to pro-
test taxes in Colorado, visit http://
bit.ly/2roWoxI.

The Assessor’s office must 
mail a Notice of Determination 
for real property to protestors by 
June 30. Those who are still un-
happy with the Assessor’s decision 
may appeal to the County Board of 
Equalization by July 15.

Senior citizens and certain 
disabled veterans qualify for tax 
exemptions in Saguache County, 
which for seniors can exempt as 
much as 50% of their taxes for the 
first $200,000 of valuation. 

Forms for these exemptions 

can found at the State Property 
Tax Division online (for seniors) 
or obtained from the Assessor’s of-
fice. The form must be submitted 
by July 15 of the year for which 
they wish to apply. Qualified veter-
ans must apply to the Department 
of Military or Veterans Affairs by 
July 1 for the year they wish to 
make the exemption. 

The Saguache Veteran’s Ser-
vice Officer can help veterans with 
this application. He can be reached 
at 655-2680.

Property valuations are the 
key to determining the amount 
of property tax assessed in subse-
quent years.

Property taxes are linked to 
the housing market with the idea 
that as more people move into a 
community, the community needs 
to provide more services, including 
tax-funded schools, libraries and 
other services. The County also re-
ceives property tax money from the 
State for budget items such as road 
and bridge improvements.

(Information for this article 
was provided by The Center Post-
Dispatch, May 18, 2017.)
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by Allyson Ransom, 
Crestone Town Clerk
May 8 Board of trustees 

meeting
At their regular monthly meet-

ing, the Crestone Board of Trustees 
approved the following items:

•To renew the retail liquor li-
cense for the Crestone Spirits Cent-
er after Attorney Farish reviewed 
the documents and announced that 
all requirements had been met. 

•That all extensions of roads 
and utilities, being consistent with 
previous policies, will be paid for by 
the property owner.

•Town of Crestone road ex-
tensions must be built according to 
Town specifications and reviewed 
by the Public Works Inspector and 
may require an engineering re-
view. 

•To approve a policy regarding 
regulations and requirements for 
the installation of gravel roads on 
Town easement or Town property.

•To hire Cooley and Sons, Ex-
cavating and spend up to $800 to 
clean all paved streets, sidewalks 
and gutters in early July before the 
Fourth of July event, but in the fu-
ture hire local people for temporary 
street cleaning work. 

•To establish a task force for 
initial planning and strategizing 
for the Town of Crestone’s property 
known as Tract 1 and that Trustee 
Kinney would be a primary repre-
sentative from the Town with Trus-
tee Laki serving as an alternate.

Other items discussed:
Job descriptions & duties
The Board discussed job de-

scriptions, and Building Inspector 
Charles Sommers was formally ap-
pointed as the Acting Public Works 
Inspector. Mr. Sommers agreed to 
continue as the lead person dealing 
with developments and responding 
to property owner requests.

Charles Sommers spoke about 
providing basic road-building re-
quirements and culvert informa-
tion to an absentee landowner. The 
Trustees confirmed that the owner/
developer would pay costs includ-
ing hiring an engineer to design 
and determine details of culvert 
sizes beyond basic information pro-
vided by Charles Sommers. Attor-
ney Farish cited the Crestone Sub-
division Regulations sections 4.1, 
6.1 and 6.7, that stated that all im-
provements for design and develop-
ment of private property were the 
responsibility of the owner.

Attorney Farish recommend-
ed hiring an engineer on retainer 
and to call as needed for develop-
ments, plan review or other engi-
neering questions that will arise.

Mayor Danforth announced 
the appointment of Roy Gould to 
the Planning Commission seat pre-
viously vacated by Renee Hill.

 Project updates in town
Benjamin Byer spoke to the 

Board as a resident and busi-
ness owner about 200 Cottonwood 
LLC’s project to remove an old gas 
tank and pumps off of the Town 
right of way. He stated that they 
would be replacing a 4000 gallon 
underground tank with two above 

ground tanks holding a total of 
10,000 gallons of fuel. He is work-
ing with Burt Wadman and Alcon 
Construction on the project.

Piñon Avenue was graded in 
for 150 feet off of Galena Ave. to ac-
cess Hume rural residential parcel 
as per previous agreement.

The FEMA-funded drainage 
project has been completed with 
crushed culverts having been re-
placed and deep ditches corrected 
by shaping them into large shallow 
swales and rock that moves water 
more efficiently and safely. 

Water System Manager Ann 
Bunting announced that the Colo-
rado Division of Water Quality and 
Control (CDPHE) lifted a Correc-
tive Action Plan against the Town 
now that an automated, inline chlo-
rination system has been installed 
and inspected.

Mayor Kairina Danforth re-
ported that the mosaic in the new 
plaza created by the Crestone Cre-
ative District would soon be com-
pleted with stonework and ceramic 
designs. The installation of an elec-
tric meter at the site will ensure 
operable lights, fountain and irri-
gation system. 

Warm Springs Production, a 
film company from Bozeman, Mon-
tana, asked permission to film in 
Crestone for part of their episode 
on Building off the Grid, and the 
Board approved of their plans. 
They were informed that no drones 
are allowed over the Town limits as 
per Ordinance #2014-006.

The Colorado Intergovern-
mental Risk Sharing Agency, also 
known as Cirsa, completed their 
annual inspection and audit in 
late April with the following cor-
rections noted as determined by 
their inspector: several online Cir-
sa trainings for employees needed 
to be completed, the skate ramp in 
the town park must be removed or 
replaced and a playground set in 
front of the community building is 
still out of safety compliance and 
needs removal or rebuilding.

Tree trimming and mitigation 
has been taking place throughout 
the parks and right of way areas. 
This will continue throughout the 
summer to include the commercial 
zone with recommendations from 
the Crestone Tree Board.

Presentations
 Nicolaus Marcotte from El-

ement Engineering presented in-
formation on the process to apply 
for a State-funded planning grant 
for $10,000 that would include a 
Town match of $2500. The grant 
would pay for a project assessment 
for water and sewer extension lines 
through the town, and the price 
would include separate studies 
for both water and sewer. Trustee 
questions and discussion followed, 
and several Trustees stressed the 
importance of not mandating prop-
erty owners to hook on to new lines 
if the Town had them installed. 
The Board approved moving for-
ward with the pre-qualification 
process and setting a date for a pre-
qualification meeting with Element 
Engineering

Announcements
Upcoming Community Meet-

ing: Adam Kinney reported on a 
“town hall”-style meeting to be 
held on June 10, in which he would 
represent the Town, and along with 
POA Board members and County 
Commissioners would listen to con-
cerns and comments. Trustee Kin-
ney will report back to the Board at 
the June Board meeting.

Meet-the Board-Mondays pro-
vide a great opportunity to talk to 
a Trustee every first Monday of the 
month from 1-3pm. Trustee Terry 
Goergen will be available at the 
Town Hall Meeting Room, 108 W. 
Galena Ave. on June 5.

Fourth of July volunteer open-
ings and booth rentals are avail-
able with the following fees: food 
vendors $75, other booths $15 and 
non-profit booths $10. Contact 
Melinda at the Town Hall office, 
719- 256-4313, for details.

Downtown Beautification: 
Bed preparation and tree planting 
was announced for May 27-28 and 
June 4-5. There will be a commu-
nity perennial planting throughout 
the downtown commercial district. 
For more information, please con-
tact Patrick Moore or Town Hall. 

• The annual brush cleanup 
by Public Works staff will take 
place one day only on Wednesday 
June 14. Please set out your natu-
ral items such as brush and tree 
limbs next to the road in one pile. 
Items set out after the 14th will not 
be picked up. Absolutely no lum-
ber, used appliances, mattresses or 
trash will be picked up. For these 
types of items please contact the 
Saguache County Landfill and Re-
cycling Center at 719-221-1956.

• The Parks Department will 
begin to spray for mosquitos using 
natural garlic barrier and other 
biological and nontoxic controls on 
Friday afternoons, beginning May 
19 in the park areas and commer-
cial district.

• Water System Manager 
Ann Bunting announced that the 
CDPHE Corrective Action Plan 
was lifted, as the inline automated 

chlorination system had been in-
stalled, inspected and approved by 
the State.

• Code Enforcement Officer 
Benjamin Byer reported on his 
code enforcement work to date and 
working with Sheriff Warwick on 
ideas to help increase coverage for 
the town, which will be updated at 
the June Board meeting.

Miscellaneous information
• Town Hall office hours are 

Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. We 
are closed Fridays.

• Regular Board meetings 
are held on the second Monday of 
each month at 1:30pm in the Town 
Hall Meeting Room. Contact the 
Town Clerk one week in advance 
to be placed on the agenda and/or 
submit any documentation. Pres-
entations are kept to a maximum 
of ten minutes.

 • The Planning Commission 
meetings are also held in the Town 
Hall Meeting Room the first Mon-
day of each month at 6pm.

 • To view agendas, check the 
bulletin boards at Town Hall and 
the US Post Office or the Eagle’s 
online calendar (www.crestoneea-
gle.com/calendar) and the Town of 
Crestone’s website at townofcre-
stone.org.  

• If you wish to have agen-
das and approved minutes sent to 
you directly via email each month, 
please join our listserv by contact-
ing the Town Hall with your name 
and email address.

• Public hearings are pub-
lished in advance in The Crestone 
Eagle and/or the Saguache Cres-
cent newspapers.

• A Certified Notary Public 
is available during regular office 
hours, and the cost to notarize each 
signature is $5 as per the Colorado 
Secretary of State guidelines. A cur-
rent and valid photo ID with legible 
signature must be presented.

• We still make copies at the 
Town Office but are unable to han-
dle large or time-consuming pro-
jects due to a small office and very 
limited counter space.

Crestone’s 121-year-old flag 
donated to the Crestone Museum

by Jim McCalpin
In March 2017 descendants 

of the pioneer Sisemore Family 
made a huge bequest to the Cre-
stone Historical Museum, con-
taining dozens of articles from old 
Crestone we thought had been lost 
to history. One such item was the 
official US flag flown by the Town 
of Crestone at Town Hall from 
1896 to 1908. After a 109-year ab-
sence, the flag has come home.

This 45-star flag was the of-
ficial one from the Statehood of 
Utah (1896) to the Statehood of 
Oklahoma (1907). Three Presi-
dents served under the flag: Grov-
er Cleveland, William McKinley, 
and Theodore Roosevelt. In Cre-
stone, this flag presided over the 
second (and biggest) Gold Boom, 
which saw (among other things) 
the building of the San Luis Valley 
Bank in 1901 (now Town Hall and 
Museum/Welcome Center), and 
publication of two newspapers, 
the Crestone Eagle and the Cre-
stone Miner. The Museum has a 

copy of the latter from Sept. 1902 
on display. 

For the 4th of July weekend 
this venerable flag will be flying 
again in the Museum, located at 
the SW corner of Alder St. and Ga-
lena Ave. in Crestone. Long may 
she wave.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneea-gle.com/calendar
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http://www.crestoneea-gle.com/calendar
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Short-staffed POA Ambulance Service staggers into summer, 
leaving Baca residents vulnerable

by John Rowe
The Baca Grande Property 

Owners Association (POA) Ambu-
lance Service staffing levels have 
been deteriorating over the last 
couple of years, and the POA now 
finds itself not being able to provide 
the high levels of service that have 
been the standard for over 25 years 
in the Baca. What many residents 
will find alarming is that there is 
no quick fix in sight and this may 
be the norm for some period of 
time. What many will also find dis-
turbing is that the POA Board ap-
pears to have no knowledge about 
any of this, and the Ambulance 
Chief, Darrick Garcia, defends the 
state of his department unequivo-
cably. His attitude seems to be that 
while they need to up staffing lev-
els, the Baca is still providing top-
notch service to its residents and 
that there is no cause for alarm. 
Expert opinion from others in the 
area would suggest otherwise. 

Paramedic Ryan Daugherty 
recently resigned and left only Am-
bulance Chief Garcia, also a full 
paramedic,  available to provide 
Advanced Life Service (ALS) on 
ambulance runs. This is significant 
because only a doctor, a paramed-
ic or an Intermediate Emergency 
Medical Technician (of which the 
Baca has none) can administer 
drugs to a patient. Lack of ALS cov-
erage could be a serious problem to 
a stroke or heart attack victim who 
could die on the way to the hospi-
tal and whose life could be saved 
by the administration of medica-
tion. Chief Garcia lives in Antoni-
to and is available only on Friday 
evenings and all day Saturday and 
Sunday. This effectively leaves the 
Baca without ALS coverage about 
two-thirds of the time. And since 
Chief Garcia has just completed 
nurse’s training, needs to work for 
two years as a nurse and then plans 
on going back to school for anoth-
er year of critical nurse training, 
it seems unlikely that he will be 
spending more time here, although 
he states he will.  Many POA mem-
bers wonder if Chief Garcia is re-
ally earning the reported $60,000+ 
salary to work such a part time 
schedule. It is important to note 
here that for the last 25 years and 
longer, the POA has provided ALS 
coverage nearly 100% of the time. 

There are currently two expe-
rienced Basic Emergency Medical 
Technicians (EMT) living locally 
and able to respond quickly to most 
emergencies. Another two EMTs on 
the roster live in Alamosa and have 
never been up to Crestone to go out 
on a call. They appear to be on the 
roster only to make personnel cov-
erage look better than it really is.  A 

third out-of-towner comes occasion-
ally, perhaps every month or two, 
and is not a factor in the daily oper-
ation of ambulance service. There 
are currently three drivers on staff, 
all living locally.   One of the two 
Basic EMTs has been dealing with 
illness in the family of late, and 
has been out of town, stressing the 
department even more. The Baca 
has been forced to use Saguache’s 
service more than usual to fill gaps. 
This means an ambulance patient 
in the Baca needs to wait at least 
two hours to get to the hospital in 
Alamosa, again a potentially life-
threatening situation.

Two firefighters have just 
completed their Basic EMT train-
ing and should pass their tests and 
be ready by mid-June or early July. 
This will alleviate the sparse cover-
age in the long term but not nec-
essarily in the near future. These 
new EMTs will need to accompany 
the experienced personnel for a pe-
riod of time before they can go out 
on their own.

Additionally, the POA has 
EMT pay practices and job re-
quirements in place that are not 
conducive to keeping employees 
long-term, experts say, and indeed, 
has recently adopted a policy that 
could result in more turnover. De-
spite what the POA has said is 
policy, well-placed sources say that 
all EMTs are now required to be a 
part of the fire department and are 
required to take all appropriate fire 
training. It is not voluntary, these 
sources say, as is maintained by the 
POA. Again, sources say that nei-
ther of the current EMTs agreed to 
this; it just became a requirement.  
Both EMTs that currently do vir-
tually all the ambulance runs are 
130-pound women, one of them in 
her mid-sixties, and the physically 
demanding job of fire fighter may 
be something that would discour-
age them to continue to work here, 
and others as well. 

The changing culture of the 
POA concerning ambulance service 
might well be a concern to Baca 
members as well. Basic EMTs get 
paid the same as drivers, despite 
the fact that EMTs have far more 
training and responsibility for the 
health and welfare of patients. 
Chief Garcia wrote in a recent re-
port read by Board member Steve 
Dossenback at the last POA meet-
ing that he did not think it was 
necessary to have ALS coverage at 
all times, despite the fact that it is 
part of his job description to pro-
vide just that. The Board seemed 
unaware and perhaps unconcerned 
about this suggested downgrade 
of service and made no mention of 
it. Chief Garcia has done a fine job 

of landing the POA extra income 
running hospital transfers (about 
$40,000 this year to date), but the 
EMTs and drivers don’t really get 
to share in it. They are paid the 
same $10-$12/hour they always 
make. So, ironically, as the Baca 
gets larger and has a more mon-
eyed populace and the ambulance 
service is financially more viable 
than ever, service is getting poorer 
and the esprit-de-corp and pride 
in community service present in 
past POA Ambulance Departments 
seems to be missing here. 

When contacted for comment, 
Board member Joanna Theriault 
had this to say; “what was so dis-
appointing was that in the Board 
Meeting where all this started to 
come out [last Thursday, May 18th], 

many members of the audience 
seemed to know a lot more than 
any of the board members. Even 
more disappointing was the hard 
reality that none of them felt that 
they could come to any of the board 
with this information.” Joanna was 
adamant that no Board members 
knew most of the above facts, and 
they have immediately called for a 
mediation session between the Am-
bulance Department and the POA 
Board, using local professional 
mediator Pamela Ramadei, to get 
to the bottom of all this. Joanna 
would like to assure the entire 
community that all holes in service 
will be filled as soon as possible and 
steps will be taken to see that this 
does not happen again.

Heated discussion over community 
outreach dominates POA Board meeting

by John Rowe
The public portion of May’s 

Baca Grande Property Owners 
Association Board meeting began 
at 6:45pm on May 18 with Board 
President Steve Dossenback pre-
siding, and four of five Board 
members present. Bill Strathearn 
has been quite ill and was absent 
again, but hopes to return next 
month. About 30 audience mem-
bers were present, an unusually 
high number. The reasons for this 
turnout became apparent as the 
meeting unfolded and primarily 
included issues of community out-
reach and the ambulance service.

The meeting proceeded to 
Member Forum quickly after for-
malities and was dominated by 
discussion of why the Board elimi-
nated the Community Outreach 
Position and what they were going 
to do next in that vein. Robin Dur-
rance, longtime Crestone resident, 
was the person who lost her job as 
a result of this move and was very 
vocal that the position was neces-
sary and that she was good at it, 
and should have been allowed to 
continue. She read a long open let-
ter to the Board and the Board pa-
tiently listened and responded to 
all her questions and statements 
with respect and restraint. Look 
for the position of Community 
Outreach Coordinator to be rede-
fined and re-instituted soon.

The other Member Forum 

issue central to the meeting con-
cerned the lack of adequate staff-
ing of the ambulance service. 
While Darrick Garcia was ada-
mant that there is enough staff to 
adequately maintain good cover-
age, there are clearly not nearly 
enough qualified Advanced Life 
Service (ALS) personnel to main-
tain the high standards to which 
Baca residents have become ac-
customed. ALS -qualified means 
that someone onboard the ambu-
lance can administer drugs on the 
way to the hospital, which can be 
crucial in emergency treatment of 
strokes or heart attacks and the 
like. This situation is detailed in 
an article in this month’s Eagle. 
Look for “Baca Ambulance ” in the 
title. 

The Board then went 
through a list of New Business 
items quickly and efficiently, as 
this Board is wont to do. Perhaps 
the most noteworthy was what 
to do with the old proshop at the 
southeast corner of the golf course. 
This building has been vacant for 
some time as it is not fit to rent, 
and recent repair estimates for 
only half of the building have run 
from $65,000 to $125,000. No one 
on the Board wants to spend this 
kind of money and they are in a 
quandary on how to proceed. They 
welcome member feedback on this 
issue and would be glad to hear 
from all concerned.

In historic downtown Salida           135 F Street

Dies Librorum  
(Festival of Books)

Saturday, June 10, 12 - 6.
Meet and Greet 8 Authors!

Appetizers and Refreshments!

Birthday Celebration for
H.H. 17th Gyalwang Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje

June 26th 10am
Tashi Gomang Stupa (KTTG)

Fire offering, refreshments and 
birthday cake. 

Free and open to the public.

www.kttg.org or www.kagyu.org

http://www.kttg.org
http://www.kagyu.org
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SLV Rural Electric Cooperative Board of Directors 
election is June 13—candidates give platforms

The San Luis Valley Rural 
Electric Cooperative (SLVREC) is 
holding its election of two Board 
members. Completed ballots, 
mailed to members with REC 
bills, must be in SLVREC’s hands 
by June 13 to be counted; mem-
bers can vote at the annual meet-
ing June 13 if they didn’t sent in a 
ballot. The ballots will be counted 
the next day by an independent ac-
counting firm.

The SLVREC annual meeting 
is June 13 at 5:30pm at the Adams 
State University Student Union 
Building. The business meeting 
starts at 7pm. Please RSVP by 
June 6 if you plan to attend, with 
the number in your party. 

The Board of Directors has 
seven members, one from each 
county served by the SLVREC 
(Saguache, Conejos, Costilla, Ala-
mosa, Rio Grande, Mineral and 
Hinsdale), although the entire 
membership can vote for any of the 
candidates. They each serving a 
4-year term. The Board meets the 
second Tuesday of every month at 
the SLVREC office in Monte Vista, 
3625 Hwy. 160, at 9:30am, except 
in September when they meet in 
the evening due to harvest. Board 
members are paid a per diem of 
$150 plus some medical benefits.

Following is information 
about the candidates.

Matt Beckner, Conejos 
County

Matt was born in the SLV and 
raised on a farm in Rio Grande 
County. He has built log homes, 
kitchens, and furniture and was a 
full-time Youth Pastor for the Ala-
mosa Christian Reformed Church.

In 2009 he received his As-
sociates of Science Degree with 
emphasis on Graphic Design and 
Computer Animation, and now 
owns and operates Ion Graphics 
Inc. He was a volunteer firefighter 
for 10 years and is a member of the 
Early Iron Club. He has a wife and 
three daughters. 

He says: “One thing I find 
that this beautiful San Luis Valley 
is known for, is it’s diversity. Diver-
sity in its people, its culture, and 
its livelihood. There are many suc-
cessful people here, but [the SLV] 
is also known to have some of the 
poorest counties in the country. We 
can’t expect to run things the same 
for all people and expect every per-
son to be content. It takes a group 
of diverse individuals to bring bal-
ance to an area such as the one we 
call home.

“I feel that the REC has lost 
some of its diversity and tie to its 
members . . . I see the REC work-
ing within its own walls trying to 
make things work instead of work-
ing with its own members to reach 
its fullest potential. I would like 
to see the REC members become 
a part of the Mission Statement. I 
would like to see the San Luis Val-
ley Rural Electric Cooperative be 
a ‘Cooperative’ again and give the 
‘power’ back to the people . . . Our 
electric rates do not represent the 
wage-gaps this area is known for.

 “The mission of the San Luis 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. is to provide utility services 
with diligence, effective communi-

cation, leadership, responsiveness, 
and innovation that enhance the 
lives of our membership and sur-
rounding communities. I would 
like to see the board focus more 
on the solutions that help both the 
REC and its members, instead of 
just the REC . . .

“Any role REC can play in get-
ting energy to its members in a way 
that can both benefit the environ-
ment and its members, I am totally 
for! Fossil fuels are non-renewable 
. . . becoming too expensive or too 
environmentally damaging to re-
trieve. In contrast, the many types 
of renewable energy resources—
such as wind and solar energy—
are constantly replenished and will 
never run out. Generating electric-
ity from renewable energy rather 
than fossil fuels offers significant 
public health benefits. The air and 
water pollution emitted by coal 
and natural gas plants is linked to 
breathing problems, neurological 
damage, heart attacks, and cancer.

An Electric Cooperative 
should be aware of the diversity it 
supplies power for, both culturally 
diverse and economically diverse. It 
needs to realize that it’s the mem-
bers that make the Cooperative 
great! Power needs to be affordable 
to all diversities! I am determined 
to see that happen!

Steve Valdez, Conejos 
County

Steve Valdez is married and 
has four children. He graduated 
from ASU with an emphasis in man-
agement and a minor in marketing.

His family also own and op-
erate a 320-acre farm/ranch op-
eration. For ten years Steve was 
a Director on the SLV Cattlemen’s 
Association and President from 
2005-2007.

Steve has worked for City 
Market around the state since 
1985, and during that time received 
in 1997 Moments of Truth Award, 
2003 Superior Service Golden Key 
Award, and the 2015 Community 
Service Award.

In 2007, Steve was appointed 
by Governor Bill Ritter to the Board 
of Trustees, which he served on 
until 2013. He was the Chairman 
from 2011-2013. Steve received 
the Billy Adams Award in 2015 
and also in 2016 was awarded the 
Athletic Hall of Fame Special Cita-
tion Award. Since 2002 Steve has 
been an Adams State Grizzly Club 
Board of Director where he served 
as President from 2007-2009. 

“I’ve always said the most ef-
fective way to have a say in what 
your future may look like is to ‘get 
involved and become part of the 
solution’. That is the uniqueness 
of the REC Board of Directors be-
ing member-driven. The Board has 
the ability to influence the direc-
tion the co-op takes based on what 
members/owners are saying.  

“The input costs of farming 
are rising, and it concerns me that 
the future generations operating 
small businesses won’t be able to 
farm. My past challenges and expe-
riences . . . have taught me to look 
outside the box and find ways to re-
main viable while taking a pro-ac-
tive approach to growth. Today as I 
drive by Adams State University, I 

am proud to say that I had a part of 
the transformation from college to 
university, while facing the adverse 
lack of funding from the State and 
still being able to put together the 
capital construction projects as we 
see them today.  

“Technology today has given 
us the ability to provide service in 
areas not available 5 years ago. If 
elected, I look forward to exploring 
natural resources readily available 
and looking for ways to make ser-
vice more affordable.” 

Kent Palmgren, Saguache 
County

Kent is a native of the San 
Luis Valley and farms potatoes, 
barley, and some green manure in 
the Center area.  Two circles are 
organic. 

“I am theSecretary/Treasurer 
on the CPAC Board presently and 
served 6 years on the Rio Grande 
Water Conservation District Board.

“I would like to be on the 
SLVREC Board to try to get power 
rates to be more reasonably priced. 
We need to make sure our members 
are satisfied. We need to make sure 
all aspects are efficient and neces-
sary.  Renewable energy needs to be 
explored and considered as much as 
possible but not forced to the point 
it risks our reliability.  I am also ex-
cited if elected to learn much more 
about the operations and make 
good, well informed decisions.

“I would like our local econo-
my to be successful.  Our coopera-
tive is very important to our econo-
my and I would like to do all I can 
to contribute its success!

“Thank you for your consid-
eration.”

Keenan Anderson, Sa-
guache County

Keenan has farmed/ranched 
in Saguache County for most of his 
life and has operated the family 
farm and cowherd since 2005.

He is married and has four 
children. 

“I would like to be on the Board 
to try to curb the rate increases.  We 
need to operate with the members’ 
interests in mind.  I also would be 
excited to learn more about the sys-
tem and feel it would great educa-

tional opportunity. I have lived in 
the valley all of my life and want to 
stay and have a successful economy 
so we can all be successful in what-
ever we want to do.

“I  think that [the Board has] 
an advisory role to the CEO and 
would approve major projects and 
expenditures. 

“. . . Touchstone [Energy Co-
operatives . . . a cooperative fed-
eration composed of more than 
750 local, consumer-owned utility 
cooperatives in 46 of the 50 Unit-
ed States.*] is the main supplier 
of power for the cooperative, so I 
am sure many of the decisions are 
made at that level; but they are 
also mandated to produce a certain 
amount of power from renewable 
resources.  The SLVREC Board has 
some ability to decide how to source 
some portion of their power also . . .

“More than 88% of Touchstone 
Energy’s local electric co-ops gener-
ate at least a portion of their elec-
tricity from renewable resources. 

“I believe renewable resourc-
es can be a good source of power.  I 
have the concern of cost feasibility 
and time-of-day generation issues.  
I think we can source a portion 
from renewables at this time, but 
ways to store energy for use when 
the sun or wind aren’t available 
needs to be improved. 

“In September 2016 I was ap-
pointed by the board to fill the REC 
Board of  Director’s vacancy and 
represent Saguache County.

“I have been able to serve, 
learn and contribute when needed. 
It has been an eye-opening and in-
teresting experience being involved 
with the board as we assist our co-
op with the ever-changing business 
of electricity. 

“I believe that keeping our 
member’s electricity affordable and 
reliable (by using technology and 
energy produced from all resources) 
is a must in today’s modern world. 

“Responding to members’ con-
cerns and questions will remain 
a priority if I continue to serve 
as your director from district 3. I 
would like to continue to represent 
Saguache County by working hard 
to educate myself and be able to in-
form interested members about co-
operative programs and services.”

* Wikipedia
Thanks to Malina Feder and 

Chris Canaly for their research.

You are invited to attend the
SLVREC Annual Meeting
Tuesday, June 13, 2017.

Located in the
Banquet Rooms at

Adams State University

Annual Meeting Agenda
5:30 p.m. Registration Opens
6:45 p.m. Presenting of Colors
6:50 p.m. Invocation
6:55 p.m. Determination of 
     Quorum
7:00 p.m. Start of Business   
     Meeting

Please RSVP
If you are planning to attend 

please
RSVP with the number in your 

party by
June 6, 2017

719-852-3538

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado 
create a trail above Crestone
More volunteer opportunities available

by Brink Messick, Volun-
teer & Partnership Manager, 
San Luis Valley

Despite cooler nighttime 
temperatures and adverse weath-
er across the Front Range we still 
had 49 volunteers join us Saturday 
May 20 to celebrate the Inaugural 
Colorado Public Lands Day. Volun-
teers helped kick off the construc-
tion of the trail system by build-
ing over 3000’ of new sustainably 
designed trail for hiking, biking, 
and equestrian use.  Several vol-
unteers traveled over 5 hours from 
as far away as Grand Junction to 
help out.  

The Crestone Brewing Com-
pany donated their awesome craft 
brews to show their appreciation, 
and after work on Sunday Ron 
Garcia treated volunteers to a tour 
of the Baca Wildlife Refuge.  

The plan is to use several 
of the area’s youth conservation 

crews to complete the rest of the 
trail; however there is definitely 
an opportunity for local volunteers 
to help out as well. Contact the 
BLM’s San Luis Valley Field Office 
for more details on how to pitch in.

The trails we are building on 
BLM land as part of the Eastern 
San Luis Valley Trail System Coa-
lition (ESLVC) are a 3-mile-long 
multi loop trail system that will be 
open to hiking, biking, and eques-
trian use. The trailhead is east of 
town and crosses Galena just be-
fore the US Forest Service bound-
ary.  

This section of the ESLVC 
Trail system is designed sustain-
ably with a very low gradual grade 
suitable for a wide variety of levels 
of physical activity, and because of 
its lower elevation it will be open 
for more months out of the year 
than the steep trails in the Sangre 
de Cristo Mountains. 

The Eastern San Luis Valley  
Trails Coalition

The coalition is currently 
made up of representatives from 
Saguache County, the Town of Cre-
stone, the Carter School and Colora-
do College, together with surround-
ing public lands representatives 
from the Baca National Wildlife 
Refuge, the Great Sand Dunes, the 
Bureau of Land Management, the 
National Forest Service, San Luis 
Valley Great Outdoors, Volunteers 
for Outdoor Colorado and the Kun-
dalini Fire Management.

The Coalition has recently 
received second-year grant fund-

ing from the SLV Conservation and 
Connection Initiative to develop a 
master plan for “School-to-School 
Trail”. This trail will connect five 
key destinations—the downtown 
area of Crestone, the Crestone 
Charter School, the Baca Grande 
subdivision, Colorado College Baca 
Campus and the recently completed 
visitor center at the Baca National 
Wildlife Refuge. A broadly accessi-
ble, safe, non-motorized “trunk line” 
route will provide year-round access 
and recreation, education and inter-
pretive opportunities to all users.

A group of volunteers helped kick off the construction of a multi-use trail.

Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado worked at creating a trail above the town of Crestone 
in honor of the Inaugural Colorado Public Lands Day May 20.
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Music & fun for the whole family
CRESTFEST will be held Fri-

day and Saturday August 4 & 5 at 
the Challenger Golf Course. Advance 
ticket prices are $12 for adults and 
seniors for Friday and $27 for adults 
and seniors for Saturday. Teens will 
be $5 for Friday and $10 for Satur-
day. Under 12 are free. Camping is 
$21 for the weekend. Tickets are 
available on line at crestfest.org or 
call us at 719-256-4533. 

We have added a Friday night 
headliner. The Alcapones will 
be back, bringing their high en-
ergy ska/reggae dance 
grooves. A big hit 
last year, they have 
only gotten tighter 
and fully boogie-able. 
This six-piece group 
features drums, bass, 
guitar, and three tal-
ented horn players 
who switch around 
among trumpet, trom-
bone, saxophone and 
clarinet. Last year 
their very hot set had 
everyone on their feet, 
demanding more. So 
come party hearty Fri-
day night as we repeat 
the treat. 

Don’t forget our 
other great acts start-
ing with comedy gypsy 
swing from Zoltan and 
the Fortune Tellers. You’ll need to 
be able to listen, laugh and dance 
all at the same time. Next we have 
2MX2 who are a positive-message, 
bilingual hip-hop group that we’ve 
produced six times so far in SLV 
schools. They will be followed by 
one of the hottest Latin/salsa fu-
sion bands in Denver, Onda. This is 
a 9-piece full blast band featuring 
three horns, all kinds of percussion, 
beautiful female vocals, bass, guitar 
and keys.  

Our Saturday headliner will 
feature full-fledged funk by Groove-
ment. From Arkansas, this 6-piece 
funk-rock band is a force to be reck-
oned with. Front man Alex Carr 
was one of the 2011 American Idol 
contestants. He can croon it or slay 
it with the best of them. Groove-
ment has a reputation for putting 
on one of the tightest, hottest, high-
octane shows around. Come check 
them out and get sweaty.

CRESTFEST will have, under 
tent, carnival games, rides, con-
tests, and outdoor activities. The 
carnival games will be showcased 
at the Crestone 4th of July celebra-

tion, so check them out. Different 
rides will include the ever-popular 
Euro Bungee jump, a slide/obstacle 
course, a Dalmatian bouncy house, 
plus more. We will offer open-air 
activities and contests like put-
ting, pitching and hole-in-one golf 
contests, a dunk tank, bean bag 
toss tournaments, football passing, 
basketball shooting, baseball pitch-
ing, a volleyball court and more. 
The Salida Circus will be returning 
with their usual array of activities. 
They bring costumes for parades, 
tumbling and circus act lessons, a 
magician, a clown, and stilt walk-
ers. CRESTFEST will also act as 
a showcase of presenters who par-
ticipate in our school performances 
program. There will be a youth per-
formance tent as well as demon-
strations and workshops.   

Our new approach is coming 
together and is looking like a lot of 
fun. Next month will feature our lo-
cal acts, so be sure to check the Ea-
gle to see who’s playing. For tickets 
and information go to crestfest.org 
or call 719-256-4533. See you there!

New student scholarship 
announcement

Crestone Performances Inc. 
has redesigned our scholarship 
program. We now will accept ap-
plications any time of year for San 
Luis Valley students who wish to 
further their education in the per-
forming arts including music, the-
ater, voice, dance, etc.  

The applications will be re-
viewed monthly and monies must 
be used for performing arts expens-
es, such as instruments, lessons, 
camps, workshops, etc. The schol-
arship requests can range from $25 
to $500 and students may apply 
multiple times during the year and 
be funded up to $500 total per cal-
endar year. 

Applicants must be in 8th 
through 12th grade with prodigy 
exceptions possible. We are not 
limiting ourselves in scholarships 
granted annually. We would rather 

see what the demand is and raise 
funds accordingly. This new ap-
proach will create flexibility and 
a larger pool of funds for a greater 
number of students. 

The application is online at 
crestfest.org, or call 719-256-4533 
for an application and information. 
If you would like to contribute di-
rectly to the scholarship program, 
you can do so on our website, crest-
fest.org, call the office, email us at 
crestfest@crestfest.org or mail a 
contribution to: CPI Scholarship, 
P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO 81131. 

Crestone Performances Inc.is a 
501(c) 3 nonprofit community service 
organization. Our mission is to cre-
ate a positive cultural, educational, 
and economic impact in the San Luis 
Valley by providing affordable access 
to presentations representing diverse 
traditions and cultures.

YEP school shows recap
Crestone Performances Inc, 

through their Youth Enrichment 
Program (YEP), produced a total of 
11 shows in San Luis Valley schools 
this past school year. The Salida Cir-
cus gave workshops at the Crestone 
Charter School four weeks in a row. 
Next were renowned musicians Ga-
briel Fara Tolono and Soriba Fofana 
at the Crestone Charter School. The 
combo played drums, djembes, gui-
tar and kora, and taught African 
dance to the students. Next we had 
the Telluride Mountain Film Fes-
tival, also at the Crestone Charter 
School. These were selected films 
especially suited for youth. This 
spring we had Sonic Apothecary 
bring their unusual singing plants 
show to Center Elementary. Then 
we produced four shows by the 
positive-message bi-lingual hip hop 
group 2MX2. Their shows usually 
elicit a huge response from the au-
diences. They went to Monte Vista 
Middle School and got mobbed at 
the end of their show. Kids were 
having their faces autographed. 
They also performed at Mountain 

Valley School in Saguache, Center 
Middle and High schools and then 
Moffat School. They will also be ap-
pearing at CRESTFEST this year.

All Saguache County school 
performances were paid for by a 
Sales Tax Grant from Saguache 
County. We have now produced 
199 total shows in the San Luis 
Valley over the last 15 years. 
Number 200 will be in September 
and we are going to do something 
really special for it.

 CPI is a non-profit commu-
nity service organization that has 
annually produced the Crestone 
Music Festival, now CRESTFEST, 
provided performances to the San 
Luis Valley Schools for fifteen years 
and assists other community events 
with consulting, sound and event 
supplies. If you would like to con-
tribute to our YEP program directly, 
please go to crestfest.org or call 719-
256-4533. You can also send a dona-
tion to CPI, P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO 
81131. All donations are tax deduct-
ible. Thank you!

Need a job?
CRESTFEST 2017 is looking 

to fill the following paid positions: 
Box Office Coordinator, Parking 
Coordinator, Camping Coordina-
tor, and Games Coordinator. For 
more information and to apply visit 
www.crestfest.org/jobs. Questions? 
Call 719-256-4533 or email info@
crestfest.org. CRESTFEST is a pro-
ject of Crestone Performances Inc., 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit community ser-
vice organization. 

The Alcapones will be revving it up for CRESTFEST.

Eurobungy will be back this year!

Zoltan and the Fortune Tellers will share comedy gypsy 
swing. Prepare to listen, laugh, and dance at the same time!

Hip-hop duo 2MX2 returns this year.

Bored? Not if you join!
Crestone Performances Inc. is extending an invitation to those in 

the community who might be interested in joining our Board of Directors. 
They meet once a month and also participate in fundraising events and 
the production of CRESTFEST. The focus of CPI has changed recently, 
and we need new Board members to help steer us into the future. The 
meetings are predominately fun and our mission is certainly rewarding. 
Our mission is to create a positive cultural, educational, and economic 
impact in the San Luis Valley by providing affordable access to presenta-
tions representing diverse traditions and cultures. CPI is a 501(c)3 com-
munity service organization now in its 16th year. For more information 
please peruse our web site and call us at 719-256-4533. Thank you!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestfest.org/jobs
mailto:crestfest@crestfest.org
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Artist of the month, Paula Hudson
The Crestone Artisans Gal-

lery is embracing the summer 
changes. With the coming season, 
we share the warm glow of our ded-
icated artists. 

Artist of the Month Paula Hud-
son likes to experiment in her work.  
Having been involved in the arts 
for over 40 years, she has expanded 
her expertise to include painting, 
collage, found object sculpture and 
plaster and clay work.  Her new se-
ries brings bright colors with flow-
ing acrylic techniques incorporating 
an old oil painting technique called 
“pouring.” It is just as it sounds.  
For example, if three colors are to 
be used, each is readied separately 
(mediums, white etc. added) then 
two colors are poured into the third.  
The mix is not stirred. It is then 
poured over the canvas, or the mix 
is set upside down on the canvas 
and the cup is lifted.  

As varied as her techniques, 
her imagery goes from abstract 
to realistic. Past subjects include 
images of wildlife, nature, local 
scenes, indigenous peoples and 
more. A long-standing gallery 
member and supporter of local 
arts, Paula had offered a print of 
the Nada Hermitage, here in Cre-
stone, as a door prize at the recent 
Gallery 13th Anniversary Celebra-
tion in May. Stay tuned; it looks 
like free giveaways will become a 
frequent event.  

The artist members are con-
tinuing the process of updating the 
gallery. With all the recent changes 
of exhibit, new displays have been 
added. Bob Adler has graced us with 
his fine woodworking with the dona-
tion of a new front counter. All of our 

members strive to keep up enthusi-
asm for this small-town gallery with 
the community. We hope the locals 
and coming visitors will continue to 
enjoy the fruits of our labor.

The gallery once again is 
formulating an email list to send 
announcements, events and free 
giveaways to patrons and inter-
ested visitors. We are asking that 
the community stop by or call and 
be entered on this list so we may 
all stay in touch. A podium with 
a guestbook is featured at the 
gallery’s entrance. The event an-
nouncements would be sent period-
ically and all emails are confiden-
tial. The Crestone Artisans Gallery 
appreciates your business.

Alamosa Artwalk
The fifteenth annual Alamosa 

Artwalk will be June 2 and 3 in 
downtown Alamosa.  

This yearly event will include 
over 30 artists, featuring paint-
ings, pottery, musical performanc-
es, fiber arts and sculpture.  Meet 
the artists, enjoy jewelry demos, 
Boys and Girls Club chalk art and 
refreshments.  

Participants can pick up a 
brochure at downtown businesses, 
visit at least 12 venues and enter to 
win one of eight $100 prizes.  The 
drawings will take place Saturday 
at 4pm at Nestles.  Winners must 
be present to win.

This year’s Artwalk will take 
place in conjunction with the un-
veiling of the seventeen new art 
sculptures in downtown Alamosa.  
For more information contact Joyce 
at Wild Roses 719-589-2888, Carol 
at Treasure Alley 719-587-0878 or 
Tracy at the Alamosa Chamber at 
719-589-3681.
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Paula Hudson’s painting of Nada Hermitage.

crestoneartists.com/on-call.html

Peek into the process ...

Schedule your Crestone 
Art Studio Visit today !

Low Tech?  Call 719 256-5442

EXPRESS YOURSELF!

Add Happy Valentine’s Day

Take out ‘why not start the new year...etc

Add: create a piece of art for your sweetiew

Hours and days are flexible
2 hrs / $50 includes materials

At FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS
117 Skyview Way (close to town)

Ish Futral 256.4848 for appointment
or further questions

Encaustics Workshops

      CrestoneArtisAnGAllery 
CrestoneArtisAnsGAllery.orG

CRESTONE ARTISANS GALLERY

Sunday-Thursday 10-5
Friday & Saturday 10-6

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena  
in Downtown Crestone

719-256-5280

We represent 24 local artists

& craftspersons

Thank You for shopping locally!

G

by appointment

All Natural
lasts up to 2 weeks

G

G

Shoshannah Asha
719.937.3547

Traditional Style Henna

Downtown 
Crestone
Silver St
10 am 

till it ends

art

plants Clothes & jewelry gifts from afar

and
more

andmore
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Herstories: A theatrical 
production June 10 & 11

 by Kelly Hosner Crowley
The Company of Players 

begins a new phase in its eight 
years of development with the 
production Herstories: A Jour-
ney through Time. As one player 
called it a, “fantastically ambi-
tious” event. The multi-gendered, 
multi-generational, female-driv-
en show will include theatrical 
pieces, storytelling monologues, 
dance, music, fancy costumes and 
sets, and even a shadow puppet 
show. It promises to be a true of-
fering to the company’s devoted 
audience. 

The show plays June 10 and 
11 at the Charter School with an 
evening performance (7pm) on 
Saturday and a matinee (2pm) 
on Sunday. The players and art-
ists will take us from ancient Ire-
land, to Greece, Japan, China, 
Bolivia, Mexico and into modern 
times, exploring the experience of 
herstory. With director/producer 
Kelly Hosner Crowley, coproduc-
er/writer Cristina Cabeza Kinney, 
and hugely inspired art director 
Allison Wonderland, the amaz-
ing cast of players includes Lili 
Zohar, Malana Ramadei, Sandia 
Belgrade, Richard Collier, Ammi 
Kohn, Rasalas Wickett, Arthur 
Crowley, Naiya Cabeza Kinney, 
Serena Wickett, Monet Meisman 
and more! Also featuring The Cre-
stone Songbirds, the dance and 
acrobatics of Sierra Brown, mu-
sic by David Nelson, art by Jane 
Kuan, Posey Nelson and Noah 
Baen, and local youth. 

This one-of-a-kind production 
is not to be missed! You are invited 
to enter a world of magic, explore 
the richness of humoon herstory and 
support your community theatre.

Company of Players
An interview with 
Malana Faith 
Ramadei

As the Crestone Company of 
Players prepares to present one of 
its largest productions to date, we 
are happy to feature one of our ex-
traordinary youth players in our 
interview series.  This month we 
interview Malana Faith Rama-
dei, our newest and youngest (14) 
cast member, who will debut in the 
Company’s latest creation, Her-
stories: a Journey through Time.  
Working alongside returning play-
ers, Malana Ramadei’s experience 
and talent will be a great boon to 
the company and Crestone theat-
ergoers alike. Her acting, singing, 
dance and playwriting skills will 
all be featured in the show at the 
Charter School, June 10 and 11.  
Ammi Kohn (AK) interviews and 
Malana Faith Ramadei (MFR) re-
sponds.

AK  What is your part in the 
production?

MFK  I wrote “Ching’s Re-
venge”, where a young woman 
takes revenge for her mother’s 
murder. I’ll also be acting. 

AK  Have you written other 
pieces?         

MFK  Poetry, stories, gener-
ally with the basic theme of saving 
the planet, taking care of Mother 
Earth.  I started writing two years 
ago, around the time when I took 
up drum, the trap set (Note:  Kofi is 
Malana’s teacher and considers her 
an excellent student with “natural 
gifts for what can’t be taught”). 
Kofi Alexander and Malana will be 
performing at Shumei for the their 
anniversary.

AK  What inspired you?
MFK  Listening to rap.  But 

my work is a conscious creative 
rap.  It’s not about drugs or money, 
but about saving the earth.  I only 
know of four rappers with a con-
scious creative rap. 

AK  Tell me about your rela-
tion to music.

MFK  I love the drums.  When 
I’m feeling down, playing changes 
my mood.  I want to go to a music 
college/performing arts after high 
school. Sue Vaughn taught me op-
era singing for two years.  My fa-
vorite opera is Let Me Die, by Mon-
teverdi, a 16th century composer.  
It’s very dramatic and romantic.  
I’m dramatic.  Love is my religion, 
music is my passion.  I love reggae.

AK  What attracted you to 
take part in  Herstories: a Journey 
Through Time?

MFK  It empowers feminism.  
My mom is a single mom who has 
spent her life taking care of every-
thing.  I’m a single child so I think 
she is too protective, but I under-
stand that. 

AK  Any last words?
MFK  Take care of the earth.  

Think about how you can protect 
our Mother. 

Malana Ramadei.

Kelly Hosner Crowley, Allison Wonderland and Cristina Cabeza Kinney are co-creating 
Herstories.

 

	  

HERSTORIES 
A Journey Through time 

 

	  

Crestone 
Charter School 

Two Shows!!! 

Saturday 7pm 
Sunday 2pm 

10$ at the Door 
 

 

	  

HERSTORIES 
A Journey Through time 

 

	  

Crestone 
Charter School 

Two Shows!!! 

Saturday 7pm 
Sunday 2pm 

10$ at the Door 
 

Sundays at Six 2017  
FREE concerts in Cole Park, Alamosa 

 
     June 25 - Indian Nickel (rock-n-roll & spanish) 
     July 9 - The Vogts Sisters  (bluegrass/folk) 
     July 16 -  Big Sandy & his Fly-Rite Boys (rockabilly) 
     July 23 - Cordovas (americana) 
     July 30 - The Giving Tree Band (american rock-n-roll) 
     Aug 13 - SLV Big Band (jazz & big band) 
     Aug 20 - The Genetics (progressive rock) 
     Aug 27 - Don Richmond & The Rifters (americana) 

www.almaonline.org 

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

Emergencies Welcome❖
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges 
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Permanent Crowns

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Modern Technology 
Digital X-Rays

prepared and delivered in one appointment

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.almaonline.org
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Awaken your inner essence at Joyful Journey June 21-25
The world is constantly 

changing and we with it.  Come 
discover how to successfully navi-
gate yourself through life.  Joyful 
Journey Hot Springs Spa is hosting 
their second annual Inner Vision 
Conference with this year’s theme, 
Transitions.  The event starts with 
a summer solstice celebration on 
Wednesday evening June 21 and 
features speakers, programs and 
music throughout the week to help 
you access, educate, and apply tools 
to assist you on your journey.

Thursday’s program starts 
with a film showing of National 
Geographic’s Gender Revolution 
followed by “Getting in Touch with 
your Inner Gender”, a presentation 
by Eric Attard, Behavioral Health 
Consultant and Counselor.  On Fri-
day, we invite you to mingle and 
mix during our wine and cheese 
social followed by a “Sound Heal-
ing for World Peace” with Pamela 
Hughes.

Continue celebrating all day 
Saturday, June 25, with our out-
door marketplace and a variety 

of speakers:  Jack Rand who will 
“Bring your Vision to Life”; Jess 
Bonasso presents “How to Heal 
Your Life and Set Yourself Free”; 
Craig Hafer & Hae Bolduc shar-
ing “Why Food Matters”; Maureen 
Entrup with a “Disrupted into Bal-
ance Workshop”; and Peter May’s 
“Discovering the Magic of Precur-
sors—Enhancing the Function of 
the Pineal Gland”.  Topping off the 
evening at 7pm is a special concert 
featuring Peter May’s Sonic Apoth-
ecary. 

On Sunday, June 25, 11am-
noon, we invite you to attend the 
week’s closing ceremony led by 
Marquita Oliver.

The summer solstice celebra-
tion on Wednesday, June 21 is free.  
The events of Thursday, June 22 
and Friday, June 23 are $15.  Sat-
urday’s $25 price includes the all-
day lineup and evening concert.  
Sunday’s closing ceremony and 
entrance to Saturday’s outdoor 
marketplace are free; and there is 
a discounted all-event price of $40.  
Please visit the Inner Vision web-

site (InnerVisionConference.com) 
for details about each day’s event, 
speakers and their topics, pricing 
and more.

Located in the San Luis Val-
ley, Joyful Journey Hot Springs 
Spa invites you to stay in their 
hotel, yurts, tipis, RV area or tent 
spots throughout the event and 
treat yourself to a relaxing, rejuve-

nating massage or spa treatment. 
To secure lodging, please email:  
reservations@jjhotsprings.com or 
call 719-256-4328.  For a spot in 
the outdoor marketplace, email:  
groups@jjhotsprings.com or call 
719-256-4329 and ask for Leigh 
Mills.  Awaken your inner essence 
and transition into peace.

Friday June 2
North Stage  6:00-9:00 ~ The Damn Band

The SummerFest on the Rio Committee would like to thank the following sponsors, the many volunteers, city employees, 
musicians, vendors and the community for what looks to be another successful summer kick-off. 

Committee:  Angel Hart, Carrol Rogers, Andy Rice, Lenny Martinez, Rob Bosdorf, Roman Valdez , Stephanie Lewis,  
Uriah Valdez, CJ. Jiron.  Poker Run Committee:  Victor and Kim Duran

2017 Festival-Level Sponsors
Alamosa Convention & Visitors Bureau
Colorado Eagle Budweiser Distributor
SLV Brewing

2017 Band-Level Sponsors
Amerigas Propane
San Luis Valley Federal Bank
O&V Printing
Valley Courier

2017 Special Act Level Sponsors
Century Property Management & Sales
Poole Chemical
Ears2U

2017 Poker Run Level Sponsors
David Wehe, Cetera Investment Adviser
CIA Levitt
IHOP
Arby’s
Alamosa Rotary Club

2017 In-Kind Sponsors
Alamosa EMS
Alamosa Mosquito Control
Alamosa Police Department
Alamosa Sheriff ’s Department
Appletree Storage
City of Alamosa
Iron Images & Designs
KALQ 93.5 FM & KGIW 1450 AM
KRZA 88.7 FM
KZBR 91.7 FM
KSPK 104.1 FM
Lee Cockrum
Lightshine Music
M&M Liquor
Mark’s Outdoor Sports, Inc.
Mondragon’s Septic
SLV Early Iron
Valley Publishing

North Stage
12:00-1:30 ~ Pedro & the Pistons
3:00-4:30 ~ Rachel and the Ruckus
6:00-9:30 ~ Jet Black and the Cadillacs

South Stage
12:00-1:30 ~ Sneakers
3:00-4:30 ~ Radio Action

North Stage
11:00-12:00 ~ Lenny 
1:30-3:00 ~ Tucker Hill
4:30-6:00 ~ Ernestine Romero

Sunday June 4

Saturday June 3
8:30 ~ 5th Annual Poker Run - proceeds to benefit Valley Humane League  

South Stage  
11:00-12:00 ~ The Rifters
1:30-3:00 ~ Low Dead 
4:30-6:00 ~ Salt and Pepper 

Open: 8am~4pm • Closed Tuesdays

mailto:reservations@jjhotsprings.com
mailto:groups@jjhotsprings.com
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Saguache County Museum gift shop 
offers unique handmade items

When the Saguache County 
Museum opens on Memorial Day 
weekend, Sunday, May 28, the gift 
shop will have a variety of unique 
handmade items to choose from.

There will be new handmade 
pottery by Helen Martin, and hand-
made Saguache mugs from Fenton 
Pottery. Handmade sun catch-
ers will be available, along with 
new hand-embroidered tea towels 
by Dorraine Gasseling and Mary 
Morfitt. Also available from Mary 
Morfitt are new calendar holders, 
grocery bag holders, snap happy 
purses, microwave bowl holders, 
decorated note cards, and funky 
chicken pin-holders. Jeri Trujillo 
will be selling her handmade goats-
milk soap and lotion, and beautiful 
jewelry.  Yvonne Halburion’s art 
work would make a wonderful ad-
dition to your home.

Returning to the gift shop 
this year will be Dorothy Talbert’s 
handmade rag rugs. Brand-new 
this year are Patte Smith’s hand-
painted tote bags and note-cards. 
Plus, there will be more handmade 
jewelry from various artists.

The wonderful new Images 
of the Past Volume VII with 150 
years of updated Saguache Coun-
ty, history will be available for 
purchase.  Do not miss out on this 
book; it is the seventh in the Im-
ages series!  Thanks to Bill Haz-
ard, Janet Woodman, Virginia 
Sutherland, and Lynn Sutherland 
for all their hard work to make 
this new Images book a reality. 
Also available at the Saguache 
County Museum’s gift shop are 
t-shirts, hoodies, and many won-
derful books.

Saguache Hollyhock Festival July 29—
call for Saguache County artists

As part of the 6th Annual Hol-
lyhock Festival in Saguache on Sat-
urday, July 29, there will be an “all 
things Hollyhock”, an all-mediums 
art contest and show.  There are 
Adult and Youth (K-12) divisions.  
The art items will be judged prior 
to display on Saturday July 29 at 
the Community Building, 525 7th 
Street in Saguache, from 10am-
3pm.  Winners will be announced 
July 29 at 2pm, with ribbons, rec-
ognition, and prizes awarded.

Artists interested in enter-
ing their Hollyhock creations are 
asked to bring their entries to the 
Saguache Town Hall at 504 San 
Juan Ave, July 17-20, 8am-4pm. 
Town staff will gather the items for 
the Hollyhock Festival committee.  
Artwork is to be picked up at the 
Community Building, July 29 after 
2pm. Contact Caroline at 719-850-
0051 with questions.  You may use 
this number to text inquires.

Hollyhocks, Alcea rosea, were 
one of the earliest plants brought 
to the new world.  Originally from 
Asia, the plant’s hardiness, drought 
tolerance, and soil adaptability 
supports its cultivation throughout 
the Middle East, Europe and North 

American continents. The holly-
hock plants growing in our south-
western region are probably de-
scendants of the first seeds planted 
when the area became settled.

The Town of Saguache adopt-
ed the Hollyhock as the town flower 
in 2012 and since 2013 there have 
been self-guided tours of town gar-
dens and yards. For 2017 the Hol-
lyhock Festival will be held on July 
29 with maps and Hollyhock seeds 
and plants available at the Com-
munity Building at Otto Mears 
Park located at 525 7th Street, Sa-
guache.  Other activities that day 
will include hands-on activities, 
face-painting (yes, the entire fam-
ily would enjoy this event), mas-
ter gardeners’ clinic, bee-keeping 
display, and so much more. It will 
be a great way to enjoy a Saturday 
among flowers and friends.  

Come visit, and may your Hol-
lyhocks grow straight, tall and be 
weed-free.

Don’t Miss a Trip to The 

Saguache County Museum
on Hwy 285 in Saguache 

Open daily: May 28 through  
mid-September 9am to 4pm

Open for special groups until mid-October

  Admission $7.00 adults- children 12 and under $1.00

Our Grange is “Human Unity Building”  
by Heather D’Alessio
After two years of monthly pot-

lucks and meetings with over 100 
inspired people attending, the Cre-
stone Mountain Grange movement 
produced a prospectus for a Com-
munity Center Greenhouse. Grati-
tude to all!  The work can be seen 
at http://crestonehub.com. Also 100 
copies were printed and given to 
most local businesses and are avail-
able at the local markets for review. 
The feedback has been very positive 
and the next job is to submit the 
business plan to funders.  A new 
drawing and survey of suggested 
amenities is underway. 

Now we’ve been joined by more 
folks, and renamed “the HUB.” To-
gether with the eco-friendly platform 
of Crestone Baca Resiliency (CBR), we 
are furthering the movement of do-
ing less harm while building solutions 
that support the common people to 
live a simple, healthy life with shared 
values of food, family and safety.

Any project we choose to ap-
ply ourselves to can be completed 
cooperatively using the HUB model.  
Just as the potluck dish brought 
by each person to the table builds 
a feast, this system of each one of 
us bringing a building material/la-
bor component to erect a structure 
is very simple and satisfying. The 
communication of this easy idea by 
more folks every day is attracting 
the project manager and land donor 
as you read this! If you haven’t read 
and commented on the prospectus 
yet, please consider doing so.  

Please join the “What’s Going 
On” gathering on June 10 at the 
Charter School (see Haps in this 
paper) as well as our HUB meet-
ings on the last Sunday of every 
month for updates and or to get in-
volved. It’s for the youth and elders’ 
well-being that we are in service to-
gether. Call or text Nathan for info. 
719-588-1067. Summer blessings.

(5pm)

719.298.0360

Yoga w Cynthia
Joyful Journey

each Tuesday @ 5p

Massage & Watsu
Valley View

Proposed Crestone Community Center: Performance venue—commercial kitchen—
greenhouse—student gardens initiative.                      design by Michael Bertin, Architect 
                                

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://crestonehub.com
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HAPS

Free Basic Computer Clinic 
for Seniors in June

A rare opportunity presented 
by the Friends of the Library. The 
classes will teach and clarify basic 
computer skills for seniors. June 12, 
14, 19 and 21. Sign up at the Baca 
Library. First come, first served.  
Please email a short summary of 
what you’d like to learn to peacelo-
rilove@gmail.com before your class. 
For more information, call 256-4941.

Lori Nagel, class instructor, 
has an extensive computer back-
ground.

Sunday programs at the 
Saguache Museum

This year the Saguache County 
Museum will again be having their 
Sunday afternoon programs.  These 
programs are always interesting and 
educational—and best of all, free—
donations only.  The speakers are 
always so informative.

There is always a tea table 
with delicious homemade cookies, 
and informational material. When 
the program is over, visit with the 
speaker and your friends and neigh-
bors. Mark your calendar for every 
Sunday afternoon at 1:30 . . . you’ll 
be glad you did . . . and watch the 
paper for updates and information.

Are you a veteran who 
needs assistance?

La Puente’s Outreach Ser-
vices Program is looking to assist 
Veterans in the San Luis Valley 
with services including rental as-
sistance, medical and non-medical 
gas vouchers, household provisions, 
interview or work clothing, tuition 
assistance and job training. Eligi-
ble Veterans are able to receive gas 
vouchers for appointments within 
the San Luis Valley and through-
out the state of Colorado. These 
services are offered through a 
grant which requires documented 
proof of a Veteran’s Honorable or 
Other Than Honorable discharge 
status, either through their DD-
214 paperwork or a letter from a 
V.A. office. If  you would like more 
information  you can call La Puente 
Outreach  at 719-587-3781 or come 
in 9-4 Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday. 

Please note: funding is lim-
ited, so if you or someone you know 
is a veteran in need of assistance, 
contact La Puente Outreach Ser-
vices today.

Alamosa’s first annual 
ArtScape Celebration June 2

The City of Alamosa will cel-
ebrate 17 sculptures created by 
artists June 2 at 5:30pm at the 
Alamosa Welcome Center. The 
community is encouraged to join 
the celebration. The sculptures are 
on loan to the City for one year. 
Locals and visitors can experience 
this unique sculpture walk while 
visiting downtown. 

The ArtWalk is also occurring 
on June 2 and 3, and organizers of 
both events hope that the combined 
artistic efforts will enhance the 
downtown experience. For more 
information on the ArtWalk you 
can find them on Facebook at 
Alamosa Artwalk or email them at 
alamosaartwalk@gmail.com.

Violin, marimba, cello & 
piano perform at Colorado 
College July 2

The very popular ensemble of 
musicians fronted by Sarah Off will 
return to perform here on Sunday, 
July 2, at 2pm at the Colorado Col-
lege center. Violinist Off will pair 
with marimbist Marilyn Clark Silva 
as The Tandem Duo. The duo is aug-
mented by cellist Mathieu D’Ordine 
and pianist Randy Macy. Each of 
these musicians has an extensive 
and growing professional resume 
and, moreover, believes in their mis-
sion to deliver great music to our 
rural communities. The artists will 
perform works by Bach, Beethoven, 
Bartok, and Steve Adams, as well as 
original pieces by The Tandem Duo. 
The performance by these artists 
last summer was enthusiastically 
enjoyed for its variety and musical 
excellence. An admission of $15 and 
free for students.

NHN Garage Sale June 3
Mark Saturday June 3 on your 

calendars and spread the word. It’s 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors Ga-
rage Sale time. Thanks to the gen-
erosity of Benjamin and Michelle, 
the sale will be held at the Elephant 
Cloud Market on Saturday, June 3, 
from 9am until it’s over. We have a 
vast and varied collection of treas-
ures for sale. The Crestone com-
munity here and in exile has come 
through with donations from the 
heart making this year’s garage 
sale special.  We will be putting up 
for silent auction a 2006 VW Jetta 
Turbo Wagon, a magnificent an-
tique china cabinet, a computerized 
telescope, and a lovely light bam-
boo headboard with shelves. We 
have plenty of other goodies too! So 
come on downtown and help your 
local non-profit, Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors, help eastern Saguache 
County, as we have for two decades. 
See you at the sale.

Sewing Service opens
Cottonhood Crafts announc-

es that it has started a mending 
service. Many years experience 
and also custom sewing available. 
Look for their drop off station at 
The Elephant Cloud. 

Get ready for the 4th of July 
in Crestone

Register your booth early at the 
Town Hall Mon-Fri 9am-1pm. We 
need volunteers! Free food for all vol-
unteers! Help us set up/take down, 
clean up, monitor kids’ area, dunk 
tank, run pancake breakfast booth.

Financial donations are need-
ed. Please send or drop by the Town 
Hall, Town of Crestone, PO Box 64, 
Crestone CO 81131. Lots of fun 
events are planned: Free bouncy 
house & piñata for kids, parade, 
dunk tank, music all day, aerial 
circus, great food, vendors, water 
games. Get involved! Call the Cre-
stone Town Hall at 719-256-4313.

Baca national Wildlife refuge 
Summer tour Series

Come join us on a tour see what’s new on your 
Baca National Wildlife Refuge

Thursday 6/15   General Management Tour
Thursday 6/29   Water/Wetlands Management
Saturday 7/8     Friends of SLVNWR Open House 1pm to 4pm
Thursday 7/13         Botany of the Baca Wildlife Refuge
Thursday 7/27     Invasive Plant Management
Thursday 8/10   Rio Grande Sucker/
    Rio Grande Chub Management
Thursday 8/24   Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area— 
    Trujillo Homestead
Thursday 9/7   Baca Ranch History
Thursday 9/21             *Elk Management/Viewing 7am 

Reservations required; limited seating available
Tours are approximately 3 hours long and leave promptly at *9am from 
the Refuge office at the former ranch headquarters on County Rd. T. 
For reservations call 719-256-5527
*Elk Management/viewing tour will begin at 7am.

• Private Yoga & Qigong Instruction
• Spiritual Counseling & Mentoring

• Phoenix Rising Yoga Therapy
 For physical & emotional transformation

• Sacred Sexuality Coaching
• Nature as Medicine  
  & Couples Retreats

Ask about locals’ rates!
www.PranaHeals.com   719.345.6007

Specializing in Emotional Healing,  
 Energy Balancing & Connection 

Prana Regina Barrett, 
   BS, MIA, E-RYT, CYT

A hard-working crew of mostly volunteers spent Saturday, May 27th planting 20 big 
trees in downtown Crestone (3 more are still to come). These trees were purchased 
due to the generous donations of people who sponsored a tree. Many of the trees are 
dedicated to a memory of a loved one. The next phase of this project will be the planting 
of the flower beds, scheduled to happen Saturday, June 3 (come help!). People have 
‘adopted-a-bed’ and ‘The Fellowship of the Flowers’ has been generous with donations.  
Such a great community we have!  Thank you!

Baha’i Meeting
Saturday, June 17th, 4-6 pm

Crestone Charter School

Contact Marko Townsend
marko1844@gmail.com

“The Lord hath ordained that in every 
city a House of Justice be established 

wherein shall gather counselors to the 
number of Bahá (9)...”

 (Baha’u’llah, Most Holy Book #30)

mailto:peacelo-rilove@gmail.com
mailto:peacelo-rilove@gmail.com
mailto:alamosaartwalk@gmail.com
http://www.PranaHeals.com
mailto:marko1844@gmail.com
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Daily
•	 Morning	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
7-8am,	256-4108,	info@babajiashram.org,	www.
babajiashram.org

•	 Jyorei,	Shumei	Sanctuary,	please	be	seated	by	
7:50am	and	5:50pm,	256-5284

•	 Tours,	gallery	&	Jyorei,	Shumei,	9am-5pm,	719-
256-5284

•	 Open	meditation	&	prayers	 in	Vajra	Vidya	Retreat	
Center	Shrine	Room,	9-10am	daily;	Traditional	Bud-
dhist	Shrine	Room	available	till	dusk;	All	welcome	to	
come	and	practice.	719-256-5539	vajravidya.com

•	 Tours,	Temple,	&	Gift	Shop	~	Haidakhandi	Uni-
versal	 Ashram,	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.
org,	www.babajiashram.org

•	 Evening	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
6-7pm.	Chanting	 in	 Sanskrit	 and	Hindi.	All	 are	
welcome.	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.org,	
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
•	 Mass	at	Nada	Hermitage	9-10am	719-256-4778
•	 Sunday	Morning	Service	Crestone	Baptist	10am-noon
•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	www.slvaa.org

Tuesday
•	 Yoga	 &	 iRest	Yoga	Nidra	 Crestone	 9-10:30am	
www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	5-6:45pm	
By	donation	shaktisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Narcotics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	marijuana	
users	welcome	Baca	Grande	Library	back	door	
7:30	pm-8:30	pm	970-309-0710

Wednesday
•	 Yoga	Fundamentals	&	Refinements	8:30-10am	
By	donation	shaktisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Wed.	Night	Bible	Study	Crestone	Baptist	Church
•	 Gentle	Movement	&	Yoga	10-11am	$10	www.ig-
niteyourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

Thursday
•	 Yoga	and	iRest	Yoga	Nidra	Crestone	9-10:30am	
www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

•	 Grumpy	Old	Men	Shakti	Sharanam	9am	$60/5	
sessions,	 1st	 class	 free	 w/RSVP	 www.an-
niepace.com	256-5668

•	 Wise	Old	Women,	Shakti	Sharanam	9am	$60/5	
sessions;	$15	drop	 in,	space	allowing	www.an-
niepace.com	256-5668

•	 Alcoholics	 Anonymous	 open	 meeting,	 Crestone	
Baptist	Church,	12-1	pm.

•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	5-6:45pm	
By	donation	shaktisharanam.com	256-5668

Saturday
•	 12	Step	Recovery	Group	NA	&	AA	Fellowship	Hall,	
Little	Shepherd	Church	9-10am	719-256-5728

•	 Dorje	Trolo	Practice	White	Jewel	Mountain	10:00	
am-12:00	pm	no	charge	719	480-5403

•	 Saturday	Market	Crestone,	Silver	Ave.,	10-4pm	
719-256-5912

Community Calendar—June 2017 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events
Friday, June 2
•	 Alamosa	ArtScape,	Welcome	Center	5:30	pm

Saturday, June 3
•	 Ark	 Valley’s	 First	 Pride	 –	 Downtown	 Salida	All	
Day	http://bit.ly/2r52yBL

•	 Medano	Creek	Field	Trip,	Sand	Dunes	Nat’l	Park	
9am-1pm	free	www.coloradofieldinstitute.org

•	 NHN	Garage	Sale	–	 In	 front	of	Elephant	Cloud	
9:00	am-3:00	pm	719-256-4185

•	 Usnea’s	garage	sale

Sunday, June 4
•	 Community	 Perennial	 Planting	 –	 Downtown	
Crestone	256-4313	

•	 Sunday’s	Open	Community	Meeting	–	2:30	pm	
Crestone	Charter	School	917-371-0817

•	 Holy	Eucharist,	Little	Shepherd	in	the	Hills	2-3pm
•	 Finding	 Your	 Ground	 –	 Shakti	 Sharanam	 4:00	
pm-6:00	pm	Sliding	scale	719-256-5668

•	 Guru	Rinpoche	Tsok,	Yeshe	Khorlo	6-8pm	Free

Monday, June 5
•	 Summer	 Children’s	 Riding	 Program,	 Baca	
Grande	Stables	8:30-11am	$150	719-256-6200

•	 Community	 Perennial	 Planting	 –	 Downtown	
Crestone	256-4313	

•	 Meet-the-Board	 Monday,	 Crestone	 Town	 Hall	
1-3pm	256-4313

•	 Crestone	 Planning	 Commission	 Meeting,	
Crestone	Town	Hall	6-8:00	pm	719-256-4313

Thursday, June 8
•	 Andrew	Harvey	SufiWay	Class	–	4:00	pm-6:00	
pm	nurashkijerrahi.orgi	719-588-8602

•	 Free	Monthly	Kinship	Caregiver	Clinic,	Alamosa	
4-6:30pm	http://bit.ly/2eRyn9E	719-589-4993

Friday, June 9
•	 Full	Moon	Riwo	Sangchö,	Yeshe	Khorlo	10-11am	Free
•	 Full-moon	 Fire	 Ceremony	 &	 meal,	 Haidakhandi	
Ashram	10-noon	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Kate	Vasha	Memorial,	Saguache	Comm.	Bldg.	noon
•	 Full	Moon	Dance	Party,	Crestone	Brewing	Co.	9pm

Saturday, June 10
•	 Prayer	Breakfast,	Crestone	Baptist	Church	8-10am
•	 Guided	Walking	Tour	 of	Downtown	Crestone	–	
Crestone	Museum	11:00	am-12:00	pm	Free

•	 Community	Forum,	Crestone	Charter	School	1-6pm
•	 Herstories:	a	Journey	through	Time,	CCS	7pm

Sunday, June 11
•	 Herstories:	a	Journey	through	Time,	CCS	2pm
•	 Qur’an	 Class	 &	 Potluck	 –	 4:00	 pm-6:00	 pm	
nurashkijerrahi.org	719-588-8602

Monday, June 12
•	 Crestone	 Board	 of	 Trustees,	 Regular	 Meeting,	
Town	Hall	1:30	pm-6:00	pm	719-256-4313

•	 Basic	 Computer	 Clinic	 for	 Seniors	 –	 5:30	 pm-
7:30	pm	Free	719-256-4941

Tuesday, June 13
•	 SLVREC	Annual	Meeting	–	Adams	State	Student	
Union	Building	5:30	pm

Wednesday, June 14
•	 Brush	pick	up	–	Town	of	Crestone	All	Day	Free	
719-256-4313

•	 Basic	 Computer	 Clinic	 for	 Seniors	 –	 5:30	 pm-
7:30	pm	Free	719-256-4941

•	 Crestone	End	of	Life	Project	Monthly	Meeting	–	Lit-
tle	Shepherd	in	the	Hills	7-9pm	free	719-256-4211

Thursday, June 15
•	 Public	 Health	 Emergency	 Dispensing	 Exercise	
–	All	Day	http://slvemergency.org	719-480-8719

Friday, June 16
•	 Public	 Health	 Emergency	 Dispensing	 Exercise	
–	All	Day	http://slvemergency.org	719-480-8719

•	 Veteran	Service	Officer	at	Crestone	Town	Hall	1-3pm
•	 Friends	of	the	Library	meeting	–	Crestone	Town	
Hall	3:00	pm-4:30	pm	none	719-298-3007

Saturday, June 17
•	 Willow	 Creek	 Park:	 Crestone’s	 Hidden	 Jewel,	
Crestone	Town	Hall	8:30am-1pm	free	719-588-4279

Sunday, June 18
•	 Sunday’s	Open	Community	Meeting	–	2:30	pm	
Crestone	Charter	School	917-371-0817

Monday, June 19
•	 Basic	 Computer	 Clinic	 for	 Seniors	 –	 5:30	 pm-
7:30	pm	Free	719-256-4941

•	 Guru	Rinpoche	Tsok,	Yeshe	Khorlo	6-8pm	Free

Wednesday, June 21
•	 Summer	Solstice
•	 $20	Spay/Neuter	Clinic	–	Crestone	7:30	am	$20	
719-588-4024,	719-588-6431

•	 Inner	 Vision	 Conference	 –	 Joyful	 Journey	 Hot	
Springs	All	Day	InnerVisionConference.com

•	 BG	 E&AC	 meeting,	 BGPOA	 Meeting	 Room	
10am	bacapoa.org	256-4171

•	 Basic	 Computer	 Clinic	 for	 Seniors	 –	 5:30	 pm-
7:30	pm	Free	719-256-4941

Thursday, June 22
•	 $20	Spay/Neuter	Clinic	–	Crestone	7:30	am	$20	
719-588-4024,	719-588-6431

•	 Sufi	 Dhikr.	 All	 Welcome!	 –	 4:00	 pm-6:00	 pm	
nurashkijerrahi.org	719-588-8602

Friday, June 23
•	 $20	Spay/Neuter	Clinic	–	Crestone	7:30	am	$20	
719-588-4024,	719-588-6431

•	 New-moon	Fire	Ceremony	&	meal,	Haidakhandi	
Ashram	 10-noon	 www.babajiashram.org	 256-
4108

Saturday, June 24
•	 CEOLP	Registration	Party	–	Bob’s	Diner	10:00	
am-1:00	pm	free	719-256-4211

•	 Free	the	Hips!	Yoga	workshop	for	ALL	–	Crestone	
10:00	am-12:00	pm	$20	310-924-9223

•	 New	 Moon	 Riwo	 Sangchö,	 Yeshe	 Khorlo	 10-
11am	Free

•	 Sagebrush	 Quilters	 Quilt	 show	 –	 Saguache	
Co.	 Rd.	 &	 Bridge	 building	 10am-4pm	 719-
256-4845

•	 Guided	Walking	Tour	 of	Downtown	Crestone	–	
Crestone	Museum	11:00	am-12:00	pm	Free

Sunday, June 25
•	 Grange	potluck	followed	by	meeting	–	12:30	pm-
3:00	pm	719-256-4768

•	 Restorative	Yoga	&	Self	Care,	4:30-6:30pm	$20	
www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

Monday, June 26
•	 Summer	 Children’s	 Riding	 Program,	 Baca	
Grande	Stables	8:30-11am	$150	719-256-6200

•	 Birthday	Celebration	for	H.H.	17th	Galwang	Kar-
mapa	Ogyen	Trinley	Dorje	–	Tashi	Gomang	Stu-
pa	10-11:30	am	www.kttg.org,	www.kagyu.org

Thursday, June 29
•	 Free,	Monthly	Legal	Clinic	at	Saguache	Library	–	
Saguache	Public	Library	5:00	pm-7:00	pm	FREE

Sunday, July 2
•	 Sunday’s	Open	Community	Meeting	–	2:30	pm	
Crestone	Charter	School	917-371-0817

•	 Concert:	Marimba,	strings,	piano,	Colorado	Col-
lege	Conference	Ctr.	2:00	pm	$15;	students	free

Tuesday, July 4
•	 Independence	Day

Monday, July 10
•	 Summer	 Children’s	 Riding	 Program	 –	 Baca	
Grande	Stables	8:30-11m	$150	719-256-6200

Thursday, July 13
•	 Free	Monthly	Kinship	Caregiver	Clinic,	Alamosa	
4-6:30pm	http://bit.ly/2eRyn9E	719-589-4993

Sunday, July 16
•	 Sunday’s	Open	Community	Meeting	–	Crestone	
Charter	School	917-371-0817

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.
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Kevin Crum
I think the housing situation 

could definitely improve.  I spent 7 
months commuting from Saguache 
while working in Crestone, which 
was really difficult working 50 hours 
a week, on top of driving.  I’m here to 
contribute to the community as best 
I can and try to prove my worth to 
everyone and that was difficult when 
I had to commute so far.  I was very 
lucky to finally find a home and I’ve 
grown to really like the community.  
As far as solutions to the housing 
situation, I spoke with a couple peo-
ple who are building earthships, and 
it takes a lot of work to build those.  I 
believe incoming people who want to 
live in Crestone can prove that they 
want to live here by helping others 
build these earthships.  I was talking 
with one guy who’s building one now 
who offered me a place on his prop-
erty if I helped him build his earth-
ship house, and I can build my own, 
smaller earthship on his property as 
well, and that would be a win-win for 
both of us.  Another option would be 
more apartments.  There’s an unfin-
ished vacant building in town if some-
body in the community has a heart of 
gold and wants to put that together.   

Daya Scheide
We definitely have a hous-

ing shortage, and it’s getting worse.  
Rents are going up and options be-
coming fewer.  My family has moved a 
number of times in Crestone, lived in 
lots of different places.  Some of those 
moves were personal choices and 
some weren’t. Two rentals sold, land-
lords have decided they wanted to try 
to make more money with AirBnB, 
etc.  It’s been tricky and difficult, but 

it’s just one experience.  It’s our expe-
rience.  I’m pretty dedicated to Cre-
stone.  I’ve been teaching and work-
ing at the Charter School for 6 years, 
and have given a lot of my energy and 
love to this community.  I don’t see 
easy solutions to this housing crisis.  
You can’t force a homeowner to keep 
rents down.  There’s a deeper issue.  
A lot of us come to Crestone for this 
thing called community, and it’s more 
difficult here than in other places be-
cause it’s so intimate. For a healthier 
community, each individual needs to 
decide on some level to break out of 
the paradigm of “What’s in it for me?” 
It’d be great if people would gradually 
look for ways to give back, especially 
to those who want to enrich this com-
munity but need affordable housing 
to do it. I’d like to see a structure 
identifying good renters to alleviate 
homeowners’ fears of getting burned 
by tenants. There are people here 
who are reliable, making their rent 
payments, and who are going to take 
care of your home and it would be 
great if there were a “recommended 
list” of those people.  

Diane Dunlap
There’s more demand for hous-

ing in the Baca than availability, and I 
don’t anticipate that lessening. Hous-
ing is at a premium.  I think cannabis 
has a lot to do with this. It certainly 
increased real estate values in Den-
ver.  I know the Baca has provisions 
for 2nd living spaces, and as many 
of us who can are doing this.  New 
homes continue being built, but I 
don’t know there’s any solution other 
than to keep building. I’ve had multi-
ple rental homes here for 15 years. I 
lease them for at least a year and usu-
ally the house is left much worse.  It 
takes a month to repaint and fix eve-
rything before I can re-rent it. Every 
once in a while, I get a good long-term 
renter who leaves the house in good 
shape, but most people rent because 
they can’t afford to own, and may not 
have experience being a homeowner.  
They do a lot of damage.  And pets, 
of course, become a bigger issue over 
time as well. There’s mixed attitudes 
in Crestone/Baca about development. 
The whole reason for lot consolidation 
is to conserve green space. People in 
the Baca don’t like to see houses out 
their windows, and Crestone is mixed 
about whether the Baca should even 

be here! (laughing) But if the Baca 
wasn’t here, Crestone would be a 
ghost town.  People are mixed.  Half 
don’t want any more people moving 
in, they don’t want publicity, they 
don’t like it when we’re on Fox News 
in Denver for any reason. There’s 
a 50-50 divide on whether we even 
want more people to know about us, 
let alone move here.

Cheryl rowe
There’s not enough of it. Either 

rentals nor properties for sale, so sud-
denly we’ve gone from a housing glut 
to a housing shortage, and probably 
rental properties have always been a 
bit of a shortage. It’s incredible to me 
that Salida has been designated the 
first tiny house community.  I think 
Crestone should have been. If some-
body out there had or could get some 
development money, there’s POA-
owned property around Elk Park and 
elsewhere which I think could be sub-
divided for people to bring their own 
tiny houses or buy/rent one already 
onsite. I think the land was origi-
nally allocated as property for com-
mercial building.  Perhaps it could be 
re-designated as residential sites for 
tiny homes.  My experience as being 
a landlord has been pretty positive. 
You have to be careful anywhere, 
and you have to know what you’re 
doing if you’re going to be a landlord, 
which I’ve been for 30 years.  Our 
rental properties have primarily been 
in Denver, and now we have rental 
property in Crestone, too. We’ve cer-
tainly seen the market change a lot 
because I never thought I would own 
property in Crestone!

Jim Starry 
If you look at zoning, lot use, 

POA restrictions, the cost of creat-
ing units exceeds your ability to rent 
them affordably.  The code for build-
ing structures is designed in a way 
that you waste money in heating 
costs just to keep warm!  I just sub-
mitted a request to the POA to build 
5 houses insulated in a way where 
you can heat the place with a can-
dle and air condition it by opening a 

window!  The tenant doesn’t have to 
pay $300-$400/month utility costs on 
top of paying $500 rent.  Most cannot 
pay $1000/month in Crestone, even 
if mom, dad and the kids all work!  
The cost structure is established in a 
way that low income housing cannot 
be created.  If the POA allows me to 
build 5 small houses, they’ll be insu-
lated and dimensioned in a way that 
people can inhabit with joy, and that’s 
what a house is. That’s what Crestone 
is: the joy of building a structure you 
love living in.  We’ve got too many 
people and not enough housing.  It’s 
not rocket science!  As a landlord, I 
recently spent $25,000 as a result of 
a bad tenant who destroyed my solar 
collector, stole my inverter, trashed 
my house, and his dog destroyed 
$4,000 worth of carpets.  Everybody’s 
talking about the housing situation.  
The difference is by creating those 5 
houses we can let 5 more people make 
the choice to be in affordable housing.  
I’m only 79 years of age and I’m tired 
of trying to overcome the system!

Mitzi Kohls
Very low availability and very 

high prices which are not reasonable 
for this area.  I’ve lived here 4 years, 
moving an average of every 4 months.  
My policy is not to rent properties for 
sale, but my last landlord purchased 
other homes, so moved me into an-
other which ended up on the market.   
It’s easier to find rentals on the mar-
ket, but hard for tenants, because you 
can’t be relaxed or feel at home.  You’re 
always on edge.  You can’t be totally 
unpacked.  So, it’s difficult, and I’m 
saying this as a good, responsible ten-
ant.  I’ve also run into homeowners 
saying, “Well, no, I’ve been burned by 
tenants before,” so they won’t rent.   
Having pets is also limiting.  It was 
funny, my last landlord initially told 
me she didn’t want me renting from 
her because of my dog, but when she 
found out her son has the same breed, 
it was OK.  And I understand some 
pets do cause damage, so paying the 
deposit is reasonable, but this town is 
very animal-oriented, so it’s hard to 
have that as a stipulation.  The lack 
of availability is increased by home-
owners using AirBnB to make more 
money, and I am seriously thinking of 
moving out of the area because of the 
difficulties finding long term housing, 
which would mean commuting since 
most of my clients are in Crestone.  
But I will live elsewhere if I have to, 
as much as I’d hate to do that.

If you have feedback or sugges-
tions for future topics, please email 
peacelorilove@gmail.com. In addition 
to being the Staff Photographer for 
The Crestone Eagle since 2012, Lori 
Nagel is a freelance photographer, 
graphic designer & web designer. 
www.sunflowerstudios.us.com.

Feelings about the housing situation in Crestone?

mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
http://www.sunflowerstudios.us.com
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Crestone Resiliency Project action 
groups move forward with goals

by Mary Lowers
The Crestone Resiliency Pro-

ject (CRP) Food Action Group is 
already producing food for the 
greater community. Group liaisons 
Sharon Landrith and Ginny Du-
cale told me that the group is cur-
rently working with about twenty 
local gardeners. As Sharon said, 
“We know we will not have food for 
everybody right away.” 

The group is asking local gar-
deners this season to plant a row 
or two for the Crestone Food Bank. 
Ginny told me, “We have potentially 
twenty-five people whose gardens 
may make some contribution to the 
food bank.” The group is calling this 
“a row for the community”; if you 
are interested in participating you 
can contact the Food Action Group. 
“Community gardens, community, 
local sources for our food. We will 
grow food for each other,” Ginny ex-
plained. Sharon explained the own-
er of the garden is the boss or stew-
ard of that garden. The food group 
will help with work and resources 
asking a food donation in return.

Sharon says the group is talk-
ing with Elephant Cloud Market 
and Crestone Mercantile about han-
dling produce and products from the 

Food Action Group and get it out to 
the community. 

In the big picture we cannot be 
self sufficient on our own but need 
to plug into the food network of the 
valley. The group sees food security 
for the community with 1/3 of the 
products coming from us and 2/3 
from the larger valley using the Val-
ley Food Hub for help with storage 
and transport.

The group is going to make a 
community greenhouse and com-
munity garden early project goals. 
Ginny said, “The greenhouse is the 
greatest priority and then the com-
munity garden.” The greenhouse 
will serve several functions for the 
group, including food storage and 
preparation.  The group is working 
with the Community Development 
Action Group on a business plan for 
the greenhouse. According to Sha-
ron and Ginny, it won’t fail because 
the group will be working with 
“pros” researching markets and ap-
propriate crops. The Food Group 
is working with Suzanne Foote of 
the Manitou Foundation accessing 
seeds from their seed bank.

The greenhouse is anticipated 
to be up and running in a year or 
less with collaboration with the lo-
cal Grange. The structure will be-
come a community gathering place. 
Currently the group’s looking to site 
a community garden in Casita Park. 
The area of the old lake west of the 
White Eagle is under consideration. 
Plans to work on a food canning 
workshop and a compost exchange 
are in the works. Ginny said, “We 
are making connections. We are do-
ing this for the larger community.” 
Plans for an orchard, bees, and 
maybe livestock are in the works.

The Food Action Group needs 
funding to pay for water, storage 
for products, and a working com-
mercial kitchen, trees and places to 
plant them, beekeepers, equipment 
for canning and preserving and co-
operation with local groups.

Crestone Resiliency Project Roundup
by Mary Lowers
The Crestone Resiliency Pro-

ject (CRP) has been busy this past 
month. Most of the eight action 
groups are still in the research and 
development stage. Here are a few 
highlights:

The Governance Group has 
been researching responsible self 
governance. Liaisons spoke of cre-
ating a “political and spiritual alli-
ance” within our community to see 
the community as a whole, not sep-
arate as in the Town of Crestone 
and the Baca Grande. They are ex-
ploring options with the Crestone 
Charter School to involve students.

The Housing Group has been 
working to find “common ground” 
between Crestone, the Baca and 
Saguache County. They have met 
with the Town of Crestone Plan-
ning Commission. The Living Wis-
dom group has agreed to allow the 
Housing Group to use their Cre-

stone Peak nonprofit for housing.
The Community Center 

Group is learning about communi-
ty center plans already out there in 
the community. They are trying to 
figure out how to plug in and assist 
with the process.

The water and energy groups 
continue researching. The water 
group is working with the Baca 
Grande Water and Sanition Dis-
trict to inform the larger commu-
nity about the potential purchase 
of additional water rights. They 
are looking at how this purchase 
could be financed and at the infra-
structure of the Baca water system 
which it was reported is losing 50% 
to 60% of water purchased.

The Paradigm Shift Group 
is working to keep up everyone’s 
strength and stamina. Liaison Kofi 
commented that this CRP process is 
“pushing us to a form of harmony.”

Malana Ramadei, Alexander Kofi Washington, and Isalene Simms offer a rousing musical 
opening to the Crestone Baca Resiliency presentation to the whole community on May 
21 at Shumei.  All 8 Action Groups that emerged from the late March Search Confer-
ence presented integrated feedback from the community at large, in addition to gaining 
new members.                                                                     photo by Kate Steichen

Anna Louise B. Stewart

Providing Heart  Centered Care  
in Crestone  since 2004

Specialty in the Abdomen, LMT, LCT

• Core Chi Transformation
Formerly Chi Nei Tsang
Energetic Clearing & Abdominal Unwinding

970.290.7710    AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
AnnaLouise.love
CoreChiTransformation.com

• Therapeutic Bodywork
Search & Rescue of Tension in the Body

Crestone
719-256-4498

~ Repairs

Join us on Sunday, June 18, 3pm at Nada 
Hermitage chapel for an afternoon of 

music and meditations inspired by the story 
of Ernest Shackleton’s Antarctic voyage 
on his ship,The Endurance. Meditations 
by Eric Haarer with original music by 

California songwriter and guitarist Tom 
Renaud, and sung with Suzie Ryan. 

(Donations welcomed.)

Wine and cheese gathering following presentation.
719-256-4778

NEW GIRL ON THE BLOCK
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON

Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 81143

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
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by Swaha
“A republic—if you can keep it”    

 ~Benjamin Franklin
Members of the self-govern-

ance subcommittee (Kathi McCal-
lum & Swaha) of the Governance 
Action Group* have been engaged in 
a deep exploration of home rule, sov-
ereignty, natural and common laws.

When researching Ameri-
can Common Law or Natural law, 
we’ve discovered many things:  That 
these say there are no such things 
as “constitutional rights”, because 
the rights intended to be protected 
therein are birthrights, indigenous 
to us simply for being born on the 
land in any state of the Republic; 
that requiring a driver’s license to 
operate a private motor vehicle (as 
opposed to a commercial vehicle) is 
unconstitutional (right to travel), 
as is requiring you to register such 
vehicle; that U.S. District Courts (as 
arms of the Corporate, D.C. govern-
ment), have no jurisdiction in ques-
tions, issues, conflicts between peo-
ple of and on the land, but only in 
matters of international and some 
interstate commercial transactions.  
That by the registration of your 
birth certificate with the Office of 
Vital Statistics, you, your estate and 
(eventually) your children became 
the property of the United States, 
Inc. and all your work and assets 
are pledged (full faith and credit) 
against the debt of said corporation 
(28 USC sec. 15) to the Federal Re-
serve, World Bank, IMF, etc.  That 

voluntary compliance with any of 
the above is considered to be im-
plied consent to be a subject and 
debt slave of the U.S., Inc.  In other 
words, we’re told from birth that we 
must do these things that violate 
our sovereign rights, and when we 
do them, we’re told we voluntarily 
agreed to give up those rights.  Ac-
cording to Common Law, we can 
only be governed by consent.  

For those interested in ex-
ploring reclaiming sovereignty and 
your right to self-governance by 
right of birth, there will be classes 
offered to explain American Com-
mon Law. We’ll post updates on the 
Resiliency Hub Facebook page.

* This is the first in a series of 
articles that will appear in the Ea-
gle on different perspectives on self-
governance.  None of them repre-
sent the opinion of the Governance 
Action Group, but are offered in the 
interest of expanding understand-
ing and possibility.

Perspectives on self-governance

Gently used clothes and gear  
for kiddos—finally!

ReNew, young consignment in 
Salida on 219 F Street, was created 
for purely anti-consumerist pur-
poses. Kids wear their clothes for 
such a short time that much of it is 
outgrown before it shows any signs 
of wear. How wasteful that could 
be—unless you have an excellent 
children’s resale shop where those 
nearly-new items can find hope of 
a new home. That’s where ReNew 
comes in!

ReNew accepts only like-new, 

higher end and highest quality 
clothing and gear. Come in and find 
like-new items for a fraction of the 
price! Don’t feed the consumerist 
machine by buying into the “new 
is better” mentality. Instead, let’s 
do the earth (and each other) a fa-
vor; let’s recycle the goods we have. 
Someone’s favorite dress—that she 
wore once—is waiting for you!

Items that cannot be sold at 
ReNew are donated to Navajo and 
Hopi children across the Dakotas, 
New Mexico and Arizona, thanks to 
the hard work of the Weltys, a Bue-
na Vista couple who deliver clothes 
and other donated items to reserva-
tions on their annual road trips.

You can also “like” ReNew 
on Facebook to receive occasional 
notices about sales, as well as kid-
friendly events throughout south 
central Colorado. Mention The Cre-
stone Eagle to receive 10% off your 
first purchase!

 

 

ReNew, Young Consignment
219 F Street, Salida

AMAZING DEALS
on children’s clothes 
& gear from mountain 

kids who know the good 
stuff…and outgrow it 

before the season’s out.

LUCKY YOU!

ReNew owner Jess Wierzbinski organizes new and like-new hats, shoes and clothes ac-
cording to size to make the shopping experience as simple and enjoyable as possible. 

Introducing a more a�ordable option for patients with 
high deductibles or no insurance coverage…

CASH-BASED 
PRICING 

for MRI and CT scans

Beginning June 1, 2017,* Heart of the Rockies Regional Medical 
Center is o�ering a new way to pay for CTs and MRIs. 

With cash-based pricing: 
• You present a doctor’s order for an MRI or CT scan.
• Full payment is due upfront with cash, check or credit card.
• The cash-based price includes both the hospital charge and radiologist fee.
• Insurance companies will not be billed so the cash payment does not go   
 toward your insurance deductible.
 
To find out more, contact Patient Financial Services at 530-2475. They can help you 
determine your out-of-pocket costs so you can decide if this option is right for you.

* CTs or MRIs done at HRRMC prior to June 1, 2017, do not qualify for this option.

1000 Rush Drive, Salida, CO
hrrmc.com

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

http://www.thelightchamber.com
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
“Cool things have hap-

pened to me for no good rea-
son,” Robin Blankenship 
says, smiling. She’s sitting 
in the sun at a picnic table 
in the community garden 
she established seven years 
ago, just past the kiosk on 
the road into Crestone. All 
the “cool things” that have 
come into Robin’s life over 
the years relate in some 
way to being outdoors—
horseback riding, canoeing, 
mountaineering, wilder-
ness trekking, internation-
al travel, and decades of 
learning and teaching a 
wide range of ancestral liv-
ing skills originating as far 
back as the Stone Age. 

Other cool things: She 
spent her senior high school year 
in an academic adventure aboard 
a three-masted topsail schooner 
sailing from northern Scotland to 
the Mediterranean. She visited 
Peru and the Galapagos with an 
oceanographic team. She climbed 
El Capitan in Yosemite and be-
came the first woman to ascend 
Titan Tower near Moab, Utah. 
She raised her three children in 
the woods and later felt the grati-
tude of hearing them thank her 
for growing up without money but 
with irreplaceable experiences.

outdoors, for a reason
In one sense, “no good reason” 

means Robin’s lifetime of adven-
ture hasn’t happened because of 
connections in high places, or mon-
ey, or family support that caused 
everything to fall into her lap. It 
hasn’t always been easy, in fact. Yet 
looking back, it’s clear there were 
not only good, but excellent reasons 
for all the things she’s done. For 
the past 27 years—first with her 
then-husband Bart and later with 
a team—she has run Earth Knack 
School, teaching survival skills and 
primitive technologies around the 
country and internationally. The 
school’s motto: “Don’t just survive. 
Thrive!”

Earth Knack instruction puts 
participants’ hands to activities 
that have kept humans alive for 
millennia—friction fire making, 
bow and arrow making and archery, 
hide tanning, astronomy and navi-
gation, basketmaking, finding and 
using edible and medicinal plants. 
Less ancient skills are taught as 
well, including blacksmithing, 
beekeeping, spinning, weaving, 
canning, and natural home build-
ing, along with numerous other 
ultra-low-tech tools for living on 
the earth. Earth Knack’s 27th An-
nual Family Gathering takes place 
June 8-13 on the organization’s 
wooded foothills property, aka Rob-
in’s home and land on Cottonwood 
Creek (See www.earthknack.com).

no need for a roof
Experiencing the outdoors as 

her true home began when Robin 
was five. Sent away to a board-
ing school in northern Illinois, she 

lived almost year-round through 
the eighth grade on the 63-acre 
campus, exploring its woods, 
streams, and ponds. An instruc-
tor known as Uncle Mel made a 
powerful impression as the first 
person to teach her to make things 
and learn from the land. Back in 
Chicago, where her mother lived, 
Robin learned inner city survival 
and uber-awareness of her sur-
roundings in an urban context 
while attending high school. Then, 
following her year on the sailing 
schooner, she headed to Buena 
Vista, Colorado to lead horse-
packing excursions for Adventure 
Unlimited Ranches. Soon she 
was a mountaineering instructor, 
heading up backcountry and win-
ter camping trips.

For about ten years Robin 
trained and served as an instructor 
with Larry Olsen’s School of Urban 
and Wilderness Survival, the Na-
tional Outdoor Leadership School, 
and Outward Bound. At some point, 
she says, “I just knew I wanted to 
be outdoors every day of my life. I 
didn’t need a roof.” After teaching 
desert survival to at-risk youth for 
various organizations, she also de-
cided she wanted to run her own 
residential academic/expeditionary 
outdoor-focus program for kids at 
risk. So she returned to school for 
state teaching credentials.

Family & earth Knack at 
home in the woods

At the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder Robin earned a 
BA in English literature and a BS 
in education, and while she and 
Bart were living in a house rather 
than a tent, they decided to start 
a family. Tyree was born in 1988, 
Teale in 1990, and Tikla in 1996. 
The couple continued leading wil-
derness therapy programs around 
the country and teaching surviv-
al skills for adults. After Robin 
graduated in 1990, she and Bart 
launched Earth Knack School. “We 
wanted to take all the things that 
have kept humans in balance on 
this planet for so long and combine 
them with appropriate modern 
technologies and create sustain-
able options,” she says.

Looking for a remote loca-
tion to live and run the school, the 
Blankenships visited Crestone in 
1995. But Robin wanted full-time 
water, and the high desert seemed 
far too dry. Then, cooling off in the 
shade by Cottonwood Creek one 
day, she told Bart that if they could 
find a lot like the one they were on, 
she would definitely live there. As 
they made their way back through 
thick undergrowth to their vehicle, 
they came across a rusted, all-but-
forgotten “For Sale” sign in the 
bushes. Soon, with a loan from a 
friend, they owned those two lots 
and another across the creek.

Continuing to teach and 
grow

In Crestone Robin and Bart 
helped found the Crestone Char-
ter School, and for the past three 
years Robin has taught fourth and 
fifth grades there. She believes 
strongly in the “power of amazing 
life adventures for children, and 
people of all ages. There’s no better 
education,” she says. Her teaching 
takes the form of books and music 
as well—she’s the author of Earth 
Knack: Stone Age Skills for the 21st 
Century and the recently published 

How to Play in the Woods. Also a 
singer/songwriter, she has recorded 
a CD, My Loin Cloth Has No Pock-
ets, inspired by living on the land 
and teaching primitive skills.

As the sun warms the earth 
under the community garden, on 
land owned by fourth-generation 
Crestonians Larry and Sandie 
Arndt, Robin notes that this year 
the space will not be gardened in 
common; instead, residents can 
become “plot partners,” taking on 
sections of the garden for grow-
ing their own food. (Contact her 
at 256-4909.) Between teaching, 
gardening, running Earth Knack, 
traveling, and miscellaneous other 
projects, Robin’s life is more than 
full. But she’s learning not to be in 
a hurry. And these days she finds 
herself “deeply content, more now 
than I can ever remember feeling 
in my whole life,” she says. “I can’t 
think of a single material thing, 
or place, I want—I feel like I have 
everything I’m ever going to need, 
right now.”

Gussie welcomes ideas for this 
ongoing series on Crestone area 
residents: gussie7@fairpoint.net, 
gussiefauntleroy.com.

Robin Blankenship:
Learning & teaching through outdoor adventure

Who We Are

Spinning milkweed and nettle plant fiber on a drop spindle.

Robin and Charter School staff celebrating the end of the school year. Left to right: 
Robin, Orca Ross, Ann Batistatos, Lyndsey Duebber and Ashlee Jernigan. Robin has 
been an educator for 32 years, teaching in Montessori, Waldorf, public and private 
classrooms, as well as through Earth Knack.

A well stocked root cellar!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.earthknack.com
mailto:gussie7@fairpoint.net
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Awakening into Unity: Laudato si’
by Lee Temple
This is another excerpt from 

Lee’s new book, Awakening into 
Unity, a comprehensive, richly il-
lustrated compendium of the en-
tire Global Awakening series, and 
a powerful healing balm for these 
troubled, turbulent times.

Today spiritual teachings, 
teachers and their followers of 
many varied persuasions are gath-
ering around the central, unifying 
aspect of our shared collective ex-
istence and are more and more en-
gaging the spiritual/scientific truth 
about our world’s fundamental, sa-
cred unity in concrete, compassion-
ate action.

Undoubtedly the greatest, 
most visible example of a religious 
leader’s call for immediate, globally-
unifying action on climate change 
is Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical 

Laudato si’ 333 which sets the bar 
much, much higher not only for his 
billion-plus world-wide gathering of 
Christian followers, but for the rest 
of humanity as well. Subtitled “On 
Care for Our Common Home,” the 
184-page document critiques many 
aspects of consumerism, irrespon-
sible development, environmental 
degradation and humanity’s role in 
exacerbating the climate crisis. It 
calls all people of the world to take 
“swift and unified global action.” 

Released in Italian, German, 
English, Spanish, French, Polish, 
Portuguese and Arabic, the docu-
ment deals not only with the glob-
al climate crisis but with its key 
systemic causes: the first world’s 
ubiquitous indifference to environ-
mental destruction in favor of im-
mediate economic gains.

Francis sees this stemming 

from the worldview of human do-
minion over Earth, instead of our 
living within the realization of the 
interconnectedness of all beings and 
all of creation as a “universal fam-
ily.” Nature in this view is not some-
thing apart from humanity, and our 
social and environmental crises are 
thus considered interrelated and in 
need of more holistic resolution.

The document has been hailed 
as timely and important and ampli-
fied by world leaders, members of all 
faiths, and non-religious communi-
ties alike, in all corners of the globe. 
Criticisms and counter-arguments 
have come primarily from the usual 
suspects—spokespeople for the fos-
sil fuel industry and associated po-
litical representatives, particularly 
in the US Congress.

The encyclical has given a 
big lift to the fossil fuel divestment 
movement, described elsewhere 
herein.

Many learned observers be-
lieve the document will have a sig-
nificant effect on public policy ini-
tiatives well into the future.

To read an English version of 
Laudato si’, please visit: http://bit.
ly/2qNffBn.

Endnote 333: The main title is 
Medieval Central Italian (Umbrian) 
for “Praise Be to You.” This was also 
the title of Saint Francis of Assisi’s 
13th-century Canticle of the Sun 
(aka: Canticle of the Creatures), 
a poem/prayer that praises God 
for creation, specifically for all the 
many earthly creatures and Earth 
herself.

© 2017 Lee Temple, Shining 
Golden Suns, LLC, All Rights Re-
served. Reprinted by permission.

Lee’s book is available for 
viewing/borrowing at the Baca 
Grande Library, and for sale at El-
ephant Cloud Market at a generous 
local’s discount. If you want to fol-
low along with the source text for 
this article, please refer to pages 
339-345. And you can read about 
other major religious and inter-
faith responses to climate change, 
including the Evangelical Environ-
mental Network and its Creation 
Care doctrine; recent Muslim, Ti-
betan and Zen Buddhist responses; 
the Jordanian/Israeli/Palestinian 
group EcoPeace Middle East’s ef-
forts; and much, much more, by 
perusing Chapter Sixteen, “Next 
Steps for the Indigenous, Spiritual/
Religious, Philosophic & Scientific 
Communities.” Learn more about 
Lee Temple, Awakening into Unity, 
and the Global Awakening series at 
www.primamundi.com. 

Pope Francis among the people at St. 
Peter’s Square, May 12, 2013. 
 photo by Edgar Jimenez/Creative Commons 
 Attribution-Share Alike 2.0 Generic license 
 

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

 Nurturing Your Body
 Soothing Your Mind
Nourishing Your Soul
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Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 
news

by Ramloti
May has been busy with the 

completion of our Annual On-line 
Fundraising Auction. It was a suc-
cess, and the Ashram wishes to say 
thank you to all who participated in 
any way. You help the Ashram keep 
being able to give to so many people.

We are now looking toward 
and preparing for our annual Kid’s 
Camp and concurrent Real Love 
Workshop for the adults, which 
will run from Tuesday, July 25 
through Friday, July 28 from 10am 
until 1pm. Last year’s Real Love 
Workshop was so valuable for the 
people who attended that we are 
having not one, but four Real Love 
Certified Coaches and a Certified 
Wise Person this year! This is a 
unique opportunity for those who 
really want to explore how living 
without fear feels and how it can 
be a day-to-day reality. This year 
there will be lots more individual 
time to receive the love from these 
folks, who spend their lives sharing 
Real Love. They will also help us 
see and heal the pain that caused 
us to put behaviors in place over 
a lifetime, which block our ability 
to live life fully and peacefully, to 
have successful relationships, and 
to receive unconditional love. 

We encourage you to enroll 
early ($108 for advance and $135 at 
the door) as we will be limiting en-
rollment to the first 45. There are 
some partial scholarships available 
but these need to be arranged in 
advance. For more information and 
enrollment form visit our website 
at www.babajiashram.org/upcom-
ing-programs or call the Ashram at 
719-256-4108. The Kids’ Camp is 
a gift to our community but a par-
ent or guardian must stay on the 
grounds at all times and children 
should be enrolled in advance so we 
can have enough counselors. 

Our full-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Friday, June 9 
and the new-moon fire ceremony is 
on Friday, June 23. They begin at 
10am and are followed by a meal. 

Morning aarati is at 7am and even-
ing aarati is at 6pm. At 8am there 
is generally a small fire ceremony 
when we do not have a large one. 
Call us at 719-256-4108 for proper 
protocol for attending fire ceremo-
nies and any other questions.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is 
also preparing for Kids’ Camp and 
the “Real Love Workshop” by offer-
ing half price on kids’ and adults’ 
gently used Ashram clothing and 
25% off the Real Love books and 
CDs if you mention this article. The 
shop is open every day from 10am 
until 5pm. We invite you to come 
in and look around. We deeply ap-
preciate your support. You may 
view some of what is in our shop on 
our website at http://mahalakshm-
ishop.wazala.com.

For more information about 
the Ashram, please visit our web-
site at www.babajiashram.org. All 
are invited to our monthly Ashram 
Board of Directors’ meeting. The 
next one is on Sunday, June 7 from 
10am until noon. Please contact 
the Ashram for an agenda. We also 
invite you to visit the Ashram at 
any time. We love to share Shri Ba-
baji’s and Mother’s home with oth-
ers. Just drop by or give us a call at 
719-256-4108.

Sri Aurobindo Learning Center 
The Grand Reversal

by Rod Hemsell
“As individual egos we dwell in the Ignorance and judge everything by 

a broken, partial and personal standard of knowledge; we experience eve-
rything according to the capacity of a limited consciousness and force and 
are therefore unable to give a divine response or set the true value upon 
any part of cosmic experience. 

“But by entering into the cosmic consciousness we begin to partici-
pate in that all-vision and see everything in the values of the Infinite 
and the One. Limitation itself, ignorance itself change their meaning for 
us. Ignorance changes into a particularising action of divine knowledge; 
strength and weakness and incapacity change into a free putting forth 
and holding back various measures of divine Force; joy and grief, pleas-
ure and pain change into a mastering and a suffering of divine delight; 
struggle, losing its discords, becomes a balancing of forces and values in 
the divine harmony.”

This is one of many teachings of Sri Aurobindo in The Synthesis of 
Yoga (p. 413), which is again mirrored in Savitri, as are all of the precepts 
of Integral Yoga, but in a more vivid and compelling language. 

“A vision lightened on the viewless heights,/ A wisdom illumined from 
the voiceless depths:/ A deeper interpretation greatened Truth,/ A grand 
reversal of the Night and Day;/ All the world’s values changed heightening 
life’s aim;/ A wiser word, a larger thought came in/ Than what the slow la-
bour of human mind can bring,/ A secret sense awoke that could perceive/ 
A Presence and a Greatness everywhere”(p. 41).

And the way that  this happens is the same for ever, as Patanjali put 
it in the Yoga Sutras millennia ago, chitta vritti nirodaha, restraining the 
mind from its running to and fro. Perhaps the best metaphor for this is 
found in the reversal of the descent of the sun in relation to the earth at 
this time of year. We are the farthest from the light, tilted into darkness, 
asleep (tamas), but the reversal brings us back momentarily into balance 
(sattwa), then tilts us into the fire (rajas), pulled and pushed by the “three 
modes of nature”, until through stilling the mind we ascend into the strato-
sphere of consciousness and attain another perspective, eventually rising 
out of the gravitational pull of the earth altogether. The perennial transi-
tions that the earth makes in relation to the sun are mirrored in the daily 
rhythms of body, mind, and spirit, until that poise of liberation is attained, 
known here as cosmic consciousness, in which things and movements ap-
pear in a subtler light than the light of the sun obscured by our narrow 
horizons. The new year, like the new day, is always an opportunity for us to 
wake up to the spiritual dimension and experience a grand reversal and a 
re-valuation of the narrow bounds in which the little earthly mind is con-
ditioned to move. As Patanjali said, this is Yoga.

For information about the activities of the Sri Aurobindo Learning 
Center, please call 719-256-4917.

Savitri Immersion Workshop at Yeuntin Ling monastery, Belgium. Rod Hemsell present-
ing worksop on Savitri and Death.

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, prayer 

flags, singing bowls, CDs, crystals, 
books, purses, statues, clothes, 

Weleda products, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Open 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Get your children 
and yourself Ashram 

clothes for
Family Week

July 25-28
with our

50% OFF 
ALL

GENTLY USED
items sale

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

Streaming  24/7 on  www.khen.org
Like us on Facebook or call us at 719-539-1069

24/7 Streaming and Podcasts on www.khen.org
Like us on Facebook or call us at 719-539-1069

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org/upcom-ing-programs
http://www.babajiashram.org/upcom-ing-programs
http://www.babajiashram.org/upcom-ing-programs
http://mahalakshm-ishop.wazala.com
http://mahalakshm-ishop.wazala.com
http://mahalakshm-ishop.wazala.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:shop@Babajiashram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
http://www.khen.org
http://www.khen.org
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New ScSEED Development Director

Saguache County Sustainable 
Environment and Economic Devel-
opment is pleased to announce the 
appointment of its new Develop-
ment Director, Roland Gyallay-Pap, 
effective April 1. Roland moved to 
Crestone seven months ago, having 
visited the valley on several occa-
sions to visit his father, who is a 
long-time Crestone resident. 

Roland holds a Master’s de-
gree in Applied Environmental 
Economics from Imperial College, 
London. He is also a trained man-
agement accountant and for the 
past years has been working for a 
charitable grant-giving foundation 
in the UK. “I look forward to work-
ing with local officials, businesses 
and communities in preserving this 
wonderful area and enhancing op-
portunities for all,” he said.

Roland replaces Tess 
Beneduce who served as ScSEED’s 
VISTA and then Development Di-
rector for several years. The Board 
of Directors of ScSEED would like 
to extend their appreciation for 
Tess’s dedication and service. 

Tess continues as the project 
lead contractor on the Saguache 
Hotel Marketing Study. ScSEED 
is also the fiscal agent for the Cre-
stone Baca Resiliency and the 
Knowledge Exchange. Roland is 
available for board-approved busi-
ness technical assistance and 
is currently supporting the SLV 
Mushroom Enterprise with busi-
ness planning, fundraising and 
bookkeeping.

ScSEED Board Chair Liza 
Marron expressed her excitement 
for ScSEED’s new Development 
Director, “Roland brings a strong 
skill set in non-profit and business 
finance and will be an asset to our 
organization and the existing and 
aspiring businesses and commu-
nity development enterprises of 
Saguache County.”

ScSEED’s mission is to work 
together as a community to develop 
a sustainable economy that builds 
on existing strengths, contribute to 
a strong integrated community, and 
protects the environment, rural 
lifestyle, and character of Saguache 
County. ScSEED holds monthly 
board meetings open to the public 
at 10am on the 4th Tuesday of the 
month. For more information or to 
join the ScSEED email notification 
list - please email Roland at devel-
opment@scseed.org.

Introducing tai chi teacher  
Ben Spriestersbach: Moving the “chi”

On any given Tuesday or 
Thursday, you may spot a gentle-
man dressed in formal martial 
arts attire performing gentle tai 
chi movements in front of the Lit-
tle Shepherd Fellowship Hall on 
Alder St. That man is Ben Spri-
estersbach. Ben has generously of-
fered free tai chi classes as part of 
the Crestone Knowledge Exchange 
since early this year.

Ben and his wife Lori recently 
moved to Crestone from Chickasha, 
OK after Ben retired from the busi-
ness world. Not long after moving 
to Crestone, he decided he wanted 
to share his knowledge with the 
community.  

“I began my study of the mar-
tial arts in 1970, moving from the 
hard, exterior styles to the Chi-
nese internal styles over twenty 
years ago,” Ben explains. Since 
the late nineties, he has been 
studying not only the tai chi long 
form but also other styles such as 
Baguazhang (Ba Gua) and Liuhe-
bafa (Liu He Ba Fa).

“These internal arts focus on 
cultivating chi and bringing one-
self into harmony with the Dao,” 
says Ben. 

Ben initially studied Tai Chi 
with Sifu Rick Strauss, a senior 
student of Grand Master Wei Lun 
Huang. He then went on to prac-
tice directly with Master (or “Sifu”) 
Huang, attending many seminars 
until the Master’s passing in July 

2016. Ben and other top students 
met in Florida for a week-long me-
morial to honor their Sifu shortly 
after his passing. 

“It is my hope to be able in 
some small way to be a part of 
those continuing the legacy of Sifu 
Huang,” Ben says. “I cannot ex-
press in words my gratitude to all 
those who have shared their knowl-
edge with me.” 

Ben maintains a small but 
dedicated group of students at his 
free Crestone classes, which are 
held on Tuesdays at 10am and 
Thursdays at 2pm at the Little 
Shepherd Fellowship Hall. 

What makes Ben’s classes 
truly unique is the knowledge he 
brings about other tai chi forms 
as well. Part of each class is dedi-
cated to learning Ba Gua form. 
Later he hopes to incorporate the 
more dynamic Liu He Ba Fa form 
as well.  Liuhebafa is also known 
as “water boxing” or “water fist.” 
Baguazhang originally comes from 
the Wudang school of Tai Chi and 
literally means “eight trigram 
palm,” which refers to the trigrams 
of the I Ching. 

“The Baguazhang master can 
express physically with his/[her] 
body what the mind and heart feel 
to be eternal true . . .” states Ben. 
“I do not claim to be a master of Ba 
Gua, only a student. Anyone who is 
interested in the exploration of the 
art is welcome to come and see if 
this class is right for them.”  

Ben has also been inspired by 
the classes he has taken with other 
tai chi teachers in the area.

“Since my wife and I moved 
here, I have learned something 
every time I practice ‘push hands’ 
with Brian Chi,” says Ben. “I have 
also had the opportunity to attend 
a weekend seminar with John Mil-
ton, who was teaching a beautiful 
form he learned from the Daoists 
on Wudang Mountain in China.” 

Ben wishes to express his sin-
cere gratitude to Winter Ross of the 
Crestone Knowledge Exchange for 
her generosity. For more informa-
tion about Ben’s Tai Chi classes, 
please contact 719-256-4531 or 
benpr@cox.net. Or just come to a 
class. Drop-ins are welcome! 

For more information about 
the Crestone Knowledge Exchange, 
please contact Winter Ross at 505-
423-3098.

Roland Gyallay, from Crestone, is 
ScSEED’s new Development Director.

Ben Spreistersbach, a relatively new retiree from Oklahoma who has been tirelessly 
giving of his Tai Chi teaching skills all winter for free.                            photo by Lori Nagel

Sat Shree’s Satsangs are an 
exploration and an interaction 

with the participants into 
the nature of the new 

consciousness that is presently 
descending to the planet and 
how it can be integrated into 

one’s daily life.

sa t s h ree.o rg

salida
June 7, 7:00-9:00 pm

First Presbyterian Church
7 Poncha Blvd

Donations welcome

CRestone
June 9, 7:00-9:00 pm

Savitri Solar Dome
83 Baca Grant Way
Donations welcome

 in  Colorado
Sat Shree

mailto:devel-opment@scseed.org
mailto:devel-opment@scseed.org
mailto:benpr@cox.net


Page 24 • The Crestone Eagle • June, 2017 www.crestoneeagle.com

by Pastor Earl LeRoy,
My righteousness is es-

sential to Life
My child, I want you to see 

something differently than you’ve 
understood before.

My will is for everyone to re-
ceive the righteousness that Jesus 
has made available to all.  The thing 
that is different is that My right-
eousness is essential to life.  When 
Abraham believed Me and I cred-
ited it to him as righteousness, he 
became alive. Men are dead to Me 
in their sins, until they believe Me, 
they cannot be righteous nor can 
they ever be alive.

When Adam and Eve ate the 
fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil, it was because they 
did not believe My Word to them, 
but believed what the serpent said.  
He said that they could become like 
God.  Many today are still believing 
that lie of the serpent.

Righteousness is standing in 
right position with Me.  When Jesus 
sits at My right hand  and you sit 
with Him in the heavenly realms, it 
is because of His righteousness and 
because He has made you righteous.  
Life and righteousness cannot be 
separated. People who are dead to 
Me in sins have no True righteous-
ness, but are self-righteous. This 
is pride in religion or their beliefs, 

and has noth-
ing to do with 
Me.  You will find that My love and 
mercy cannot work without My 
righteousness.  How can love work 
without life and how can mercy 
work when it is only available when 
life is present?  If you accept that Je-
sus has died on the cross for all your 
sins, and ask Him in your heart, 
then you become alive, connected to 
Me, receive True righteousness, and 
start the life that I intended for you.

When you hunger and thirst 
for righteousness, you are hunger-
ing and thirsting for Me. I put a 
spiritual hunger and thirsting into 
you so you would eat and drink in 
the Spirit.

Sitting with Me at My right 
hand, being in My presence, watch-
ing Me work and love, and watching 
My Glory is food for your spirit and 
lets you enjoy the place of righteous-
ness.   Jesus said to seek first My 
Kingdom and My righteousness be-
cause that is where real life is.  This 
is the place of rest and refreshing of 
your soul and spirit that is vital to 
life.

My righteousness will lift you 
above your limits. Now seek My 
righteousness by believing in Me 
and be full.

Love,
Daddy

The price of admission
The price of admission to the show is Birth and Death.
There are times when my life seems to flicker by like a movie, espe-

cially when I begin to drowse off at night and in the early morning when I 
wake to dawn’s gray light at the kitchen window.

So I rewind to scenes that appear.  The scenes change as I age.  What 
fifteen years ago was clear in bold colors is now running in shades of black 
and white, more complex but also more clear in direction as I better under-
stand the plot.  But while I now understand the plot better, the length of 
the untold movie ahead will, compared to the total running time, be rela-
tively short.  Not fair.  The story seems to be moving at double speed now 
that I am coming closer to the end.

Rewind to the beginning.  Were there really any other movies before 
mine began?  Yes, there were, but without me (!)) and that, when I really 
think about it very carefully, means there will be lots of other movies after 
mine is retired to the archives where, in just a few years, no one will ever 
see it, My Life as Ammi Kohn.  And after just a few years it will be com-
pletely forgotten.

Whoops, the projector got stuck as I was lost in thought. 
OK, let’s start again.  The first scene is very faint, the figures and 

dialogue are very hazy.  The kid is standing in his crib holding the bars, 
the room is dark, the door opens, light floods in, and the kid knows that he 
has done something wrong, something to do with brown smeared all over 
the crib.  Is he an artist in being?  And, now, so much flickers by that is 
jumbled, out of order, unclear, that the mind fills in details.  Who knows 
what really happened?

Comic scenes . . . my first kiss behind a tombstone in the cemetery 
on the walk home from school, fourth grade.  She had bad breath.  Tragic 
scenes . . . leaving the home and divorce.  Dull scenes . . . did so much time 
really go by without anything happening, is the projector broken and the 
screen blank?  If I look hard enough some shadowy figures emerge.  But am 
I just making them up?

The projector slows.  Now the recent years come into bright focus.  
But wait, the screen begins to have cracks and creaks and groans, espe-
cially when the projectionist gets out of bed.  The movie will soon gradually 
grind down, then stop, the screen will go dark, and the film retired to the 
archives, soon to be forgotten forever. 

The price of admission.

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Bible Study Thursdays       6:00 pm                       
Prayer Services Mon & Fri       10:00 am                   
Food Bank Tuesdays     2-4 pm
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday  8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

Aging as an art
by Ammi Kohn

Age has no reality except in our physical 
world.  The essence of a human being is 

resistant to the passage of time.  Our 
inner lives are eternal...our spirits remain 

as youthful and vigorous as when we 
were in full bloom.

-Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Love in the Time of Cholera

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

CrestoneAcupuncture.com

Thank you Crestone!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Crestone End of Life Project 
registration party set for June 24

by Gussie Fauntleroy
If you’ve attended one of the 

beautifully sacred open-air crema-
tions facilitated by the Crestone 
End of Life Project (CEOLP), you 
may have said to yourself, “If I die,” 
(see how we tend to think?) “that’s 
the kind of send-off I’d like.” But 
CEOLP can only provide its servic-
es for area residents who have reg-
istered with the organization and 
whose completed papers are on file 
with CEOLP at the time of the reg-
istrant’s death.

The easiest way to register is 
to come to a CEOLP registration 
party. All the paperwork is there, a 
notary public is available for the re-
quired notarized pages, and CEOLP 
volunteers are on hand to answer 
questions. The next semi-annual 
registration party is set for Satur-
day, June 24, from 10 am to 1pm 
at Bob’s Café, next to the hardware 
store and across from the Crestone 
Mercantile in downtown Crestone. 
Tea and snacks will be provided. A 
$10 donation to CEOLP is request-

ed for copying and filing costs, and 
there is a $10 fee (total) for the nota-
rized pages, payable directly to the 
notary.

Also available to pick up will 
be the “5 Wishes” pamphlet, which 
can help guide your thinking and 
choices in medical, emotional, and 
spiritual end-of-life issues; and 
Colorado Hospital Association Pa-
tient’s Rights pamphlets, in English 
and Spanish. These two pamphlets 
are available free, thanks to a Sa-
guache County Sales Tax Grant to 
Informed Final Choices, CEOLP’s 
sister organization dedicated to ed-
ucational outreach. The pamphlets 
are not part of the CEOLP registra-
tion packet. But they are extremely 
useful in planning advance direc-
tives and stimulating important 
communication with family mem-
bers, notes CEOLP founder Steph-
anie Gaines.

The value of advance direc-
tives and communicating your 
wishes with family and loved ones 
is stressed in a May 10 New York 

Times article, “We’re Bad at Death. 
Can We Talk?” by Dhruv Khullar, 
MD, a resident physician at Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital. Here 
are important excerpts from that 
article: 

“Two interventions have con-
sistently been shown to help pa-
tients live their final days in ac-
cordance with their wishes: earlier 
conversations about their goals and 
greater use of palliative care servic-
es, which emphasize symptom con-
trol and greater psychological and 
spiritual well-being—and which 
recognize that longer survival is 
only part of what patients want.

“Patients who engage in ad-
vance care planning are less likely 
to die in the hospital or to receive 
futile intensive care. Family mem-
bers have fewer concerns and expe-
rience less emotional trauma if they 
have the opportunity to talk about 
their loved one’s wishes. And earlier 
access to palliative care has consist-

ently been linked to fewer symp-
toms, less distress, better quality of 
life—and sometimes longer lives.”

Looking ahead to the reality of 
mortality is important for all of us, 
at any stage of life. Which is why 
CEOLP provides services like the 
registration party, to make it easy to 
complete and file your registration 
paperwork if open-air cremation is 
the form of disposition you want. As 
Stephanie says, “There are seven 
days in the week, and someday is 
not one of them!”

For more information, call 
Denise at 256-4644, Lorraine at 
937-7802 or visit informedfinal-
choices.org and look under NEWS. 
A link to the full New York Times 
article quoted above is also avail-
able on informedfinalchoices.org. 
In addition, CEOLP will have an 
information booth at the Town of 
Crestone’s July 4 celebration. Come 
visit us!

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Bob’s Place: 182 E Galena Ave 
 

We Promise, it will open SOON . 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8 a.m to 5 p.m. 

Crestone Mercantile Grocery 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8 a.m to 5 p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

Happy Father’s Day! 
From Steaks to Power Tools, we have 
what you need for that special man! 

Get ready for  
July 4th! 

 
 

STAY IN TOWN & HAVE A GREAT TIME 
This year promises to be the best home-town 

event ever!! 

New items added every week! 
 

PLEASE SHOP LOCAL! 

Crestone Mercantile Hardware 
 

The BEST STOCKED Hardware store in the  
San Luis Valley! 

 
Meet all of your camping, automotive, 
household, plumbing, paint, electrical,  

lumber, gardening, office, & electrical needs 
right here in CRESTONE!  

A large group of people gathered in 2015 for the Crestone End of Life Project (CEOLP) 
sign-up session.                                                            photo by Lori Nagel

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, June 14th, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238 ,  Cre stone ,  CO 81131

www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.937.7802 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

There are 7 days in the week: someday isn’t one of them!
                              -Quote in a Primitives by Kathy calendar

CEOLP REGISTRATION PART Y JUNE 24

http://www.informedfinalchoices.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com


Kidz   Korner
Diane is a chil-
dren’s book au-
thor, host of The 
Fairy Train radio 
hour and other fun 
stuff. Her books 
can be found at lo-
cal stores. For more 
info go to her web-

site below. 

Kidz Korner 
by 

M. Diane Bairstow
www.gypsypoetproductions.com

“Let’s draw the fairy�” Poppy 
pointed to a stone statue in the center 
of a flowerbed�

Pierre agreed and soon the bun-
nies were so busy drawing that they 
didn’t notice the bright blue, green 
and gold butterfly fluttering around 
them� Finally it landed on the tip of 
the fairy’s nose�

“Look!” Poppy whispered�
“It’s lovely�” Pierre said

The butterfly lifted up, flut-
tered over to them, hovered in front 
of their eyes, and then headed down 
the path� The bunnies watched as it 
drifted away, then they went back to 
drawing� But the butterfly returned, 
and again fluttered before them then 
headed down the path�

“I think it wants us to follow�” 
Pierre whispered, and so they did� 

Out of the backyard, into the 
woods, and across a small stream, 
the bunnies hopped after the beau-
tiful butterfly� It led them to a stone 
wall with a rusted gate that opened 
by itself� Cautiously, the bunnies en-
tered the gate and found themselves 
in a lush garden filled with singing 
bird and brightly colored flowers�

They stood, looking around in 
awe, but they had not come to the 
end of their journey� The butterfly 
again beckoned them following un-

til it finally stopped at a large stone 
circle where millions of butterflies 
filled the air� 

They swarmed all around 
Poppy and Pierre landing on their 
noses, their paws, and their clothing 
as if examining them� It was a little 
scary, but soon they lifted into the 
air again� The butterfly that brought 
them there, now fluttered again in 
front of Poppy and Pierre eyes� Then 

poof, she turned into a fairy, and all 
the other butterflies turned into fair-
ies too!

“Welcome,” the first fairy said, 
“I am Latanita, the queen of the fair-
ies� Today is the Summer Solstice, 
the longest day of the year� I brought 
you here to join in our celebrations 
because I could see the goodness in 
your hearts� Now, let us begin the 
celebrations!”

Shimmering, glittering fairies 
surrounded the bunnies, and all after-
noon they sang, danced and played� 
They made flower s meal of fruit and 
flowers and the sweetest cakes the 
bunnies had ever tasted� Finally, as 
the sun began to set, the fairies re-
turned to the stone circle�

Latanita held her wand over 
the bunnies’ heads and spoke: “I no-
proclaim thee, Poppy and Pierre, to                                                                                       
‘Blessed by the Fairies�’ You may 

join all fairy celebrations, and you 
may perform magic!”

“But we do not know magic!” 
Poppy exclaimed�

“Do not worry,” Latanita said, 
“when you need it, magic will find 
you� Now, I will lead you back to 
your garden�”

***
Madam Colette found the bunnies 

asleep, curled up on their drawings�
“Such beautiful garlands�” She 

said as the exhausted bunnies rubbed 
their eyes� “Did you learn to make 
them in school?”

“No,” Poppy muttered heading 
to bed, “it was the fairies�”

“Fairies?” Madam Colette asked�
“Oui Madam,” Pierre added, 

“They were so beautiful!”
Madam Colette followed them 

indoors smiling at her beloved bun-
nies’ vivid imaginations�

What did your dad’s tie say to 
his neck?
Do you mind if I hang around?
‘I’ll call you later.”
Don’t call me later, call me Dad!
Do fathers always snore?
No, only when they’re sleeping.
What did the father ghost say 
to the baby ghost?
Spook only when spoken too.

What did the buffalo say to 
his son?
“Bye-son.”
Why did the father have to 
wear sunglasses?
Because his kids were so bright
What did the daddy ocean 
say to the baby ocean?
Nothing. He just waved.
Son: “Dad, for twenty dollars 
I’ll be good.”
Dad: “When I was your age, I 
was good for nothing.”
“Dad, I’m hungry.”
“Hi hungry, I’m dad.”
Why don’t some father’s 
have a mid-life crisis?
They’re stuck in adolescence.
Daughter: “Dad, do you 
know the difference between a 
pack of cookies and a pack of 
dogs?”
Dad: “No.”
Daughter: “Then it’s a good thing 
mom does all the shopping.”
Boy: How do you like the 
drum set you got for your 
birthday? 
Friend:I love it! 
Boy:Why? 
Friend: Whenever I don’t play 
it, my dad gives me 10 bucks!

Hey Dad, What’s this movie 
about.
It’s about 2 hours.

A Poppy & Pierre Adventure
story by M. Diane Bairstow
drawing by Ginny Ducale

The Fairies’ Garden

What do you call two people 
who embarrass you in front of 

your friends?

Parents!

Can you find the 10 fairies in this drawing?

Draw a squirrel
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Libraries can help you garden!
by Debbie Westra, North-

ern Saguache Library District
Many of us are thinking about 

gardening now that spring has ar-
rived.  It is new to some of us and to 
others it is like an old hat.  As most 
of us know, gardening in our moun-
tain environment brings its own 
set of challenges with weather and 
wildlife.  Regardless of your age or 
where you are in your gardening 
skill level, our Saguache County li-
braries offer a variety of resources 
to learn more about this pursuit.

I was just searching NSCLD’s 
online catalog and in a few min-
utes found a few gardening how-to-
books that look interesting.

If you would like to learn to 
garden without all modern tools 
and amenities, you might enjoy 
Gardening When It Counts: Grow-
ing Food in Hard Times by Steve 
Solomon.  His book will show you 
how to do it with just hand tools.  

Most of us have learned that 
high elevation gardening in Colo-
rado can be challenging, and if you 
also like checklists, you might find 
Gardening in the Rocky Mountains, 
Month-by-Month by John L. Cret-
ti helpful in making you a more 
successful gardener in the Rocky 
Mountains. 

Many of us learned the hard 
way that choosing the rights plants 
for our climate can be challenging.  
If you’d like to learn more about 
the best plants for our growing con-
ditions, including herbs, annuals, 
and perennials Best Garden Plants 

for Colorado by author Betsy Lehn-
dorff should be informative. 

As for those of us who prefer 
our gardening reading to be a work 
of fiction, you might enjoy The Se-
cret Garden by Frances Hodgson 
Burnett.  This classic novel was 
published in 1911.  While this book 
falls under the category of chil-
dren’s literature, I enjoyed reading 
it as an adult. It is about Mary, an 
orphan, who is sent to England to 
live with her uncle and her cousin, 
Colin. While there, she becomes 
aware of a secret garden no one has 
seen for ten years.  

If you enjoy memoirs, you 
might like to read about how one 
family became self sufficient, you 
might enjoy Barbara Kingsolver’s 
book Animal, Vegetable, Miracle:  A 
Year of Food Life.  In this book, she 
recounts the story of the year her 
family spent either growing their 
own food or only buying what was 
grown in their neighborhood.  

The books I have shared might 
not be what you are looking for to 
improve your gardening skills but 
there are many more titles avail-
able, either on our shelves or by us-
ing AspenCat.  To see what is avail-
able, check out the resources at 
https://nscld.colibraries.org or stop 
in and talk to one of our wonderful 
library staff members for help.  

Whichever category of books 
you enjoy, please come see us at the 
library, and we all wish you happy 
reading!

by Ish
1/  Reflections:  
Filmed in gorgeous Spanish locations, this is a 

good serial killer thriller with twins and DNA as inter-
esting twists. Stars Timothy Hutton as Europol agent 
Tom Brindle, who is called to Barcelona to track down a 
serial killer known as Pygmalion.

2/  Bending the rules:  
A rather delightful comedic adventure ensues when a district 

attorney’s father’s vintage Studebaker is stolen and he tries to get 
it back by turning to a corrupt cop that he wasn’t able to convict. 
The unlikely duo set out to find the car, never suspecting it’s part of 
a bigger conspiracy. Stars Jamie Kennedy, Adam Copeland, Jennifer 
Esposito. Entertaining.

3/  Dead Presidents:  
A highly recommended action film, filled with coarse language and 

some gory footage from the Vietnam war. Displays the issues of Black 
Americans’ involvement in the Vietnam War and their subsequent dis-
illusionment, coming back home in the 1960s, with social issues and 
civil rights. The movie involves the heist of old dollar bills retired from 
circulation and readied to be burned. Stars Larenz Tate, Keith David, 
Chris Tucker.

4/  A Dangerous Method:  
A great biopic film from David Cronenberg. Sabina Spielrein is 

hospitalized for, as they then called it, “hysteria” under the care of Dr. 
Carl Jung, who has begun utilizing Dr. Sigmund Freud’s talking cure 
with some of his patients. Spielrein is highly intelligent and eventually 
becomes a psychiatrist in her own right, one of the first females to en-
ter that field. The married Jung and Spielrein become lovers eventually, 
while Jung and Freud develop their relationship. A deep rift develops 
between them as Jung diverges from some of Freud’s theory. Stars Keira 
Knightley, Viggo Mortensen, Michael Fassbender.

5/  Jesse Stone: night Passage:  
Jesse Stone, a hard-drinking man, moves to idyllic Paradise, MA as 

chief of police. But it isn’t long before he is involved in one mystery after 
another. Stars Tom Selleck.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

Shumei International Institute

A Big Thank You! 
To our community for helping us celebrate 

15 years in Crestone!

Sharing Healing Jyorei, Natural Agriculture, 
art and beauty with the world.....

8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services) are always open to the public

Art Symposia, Exhibitions, Concerts and Special Events

See the community calendar or visit www.shumeicrestone.org
for an up to date schedule

Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284

art gallery and site tours available every day from 9 -5
10% off
Second

Sundays

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

https://nscld.colibraries.org
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
mailto:jenna@mazzuccalaw.com
http://www.mazzuccalaw.com
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Moffat senior class visits Denver
Moffat graduat-

ing class of 2017 spent 
May 10 and 11 in Den-
ver for their senior 
trip. The students be-
gan their visit to the 
capital with a stop at 
Red Rocks where they 
explored the storied 
venue and enjoyed 
a packed lunch. Af-
ter checking in at the 
downtown hotel, the 
students went out for 
dinner and shopping, 
ultimately settling on 
food from iSushi and 
then visiting the 16th 
Street Mall. Games 
and other team-build-
ing exercises took 
up most of the even-
ing on the first night. 
The next morning the 
Class of 2017 set their 
sights on roller coast-
ers, spending the re-
mainder of their trip at 
Elitch Gardens Theme and Water 
Park.  Though tired from packing 
in so much in a short period of time, 
the students all agreed this was a 

great opportunity to celebrate the 
friendships forged over many years 
together.

Celebrating the Class of 2017
Students in Moffat’s senior class successfully presented their senior 

projects on May 3. This year’s group did an outstanding job. The topics 
were as varied as the students, all focusing on areas of personal interest, 
most including a service aspect. Christina Chavez rebuilt a VW engine 
for her Bug, completing the fundraising independently (a project in and 
of itself); Matthew Potter improved our Disc Golf course with the addi-
tion of concrete launch pads; Layla Anzelc-Tolian volunteered in the 2nd 
and 3rd grade classroom, both tutoring and teaching a lesson; and Taleb 
Nelson provided feedback on school fire drills, presented fire safety to 
the school community, and let us all be a kid again and sit in a fire truck. 
Each student put in hours of work to not only perfect their project, but 
also to conduct research, write a paper, and prepare a speech detailing 
their adventures. Overall, these seniors leave a legacy of excellence for 
future students.

Moffat School News is 
sponsored by

Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Monte Vista
852-5991

Trust & Strength Since 1899

Moffat Senior Class stopped at Poncha Pass for a photo 
on their trip to Denver. 

Moffat students celebrated  
Cinco de Mayo May 8

by Dawn Lee Mayo, M.A.
Spanish/English Teacher   
Moffat Consolidated Schools

One of the advantages of at-
tending school only four days per 
week is to have time on Fridays to 
plan for the rest of the week! Since 
school was not in session on May 
5, I had the opportunity to take a 
trip to the market and acquire “tra-
ditional” (store bought) Mexican 
food. Some cultural celebrations 
require specialty items, so I went 
directly to the Hispanic Food aisle.

Our students, grades 6-12, 
enjoyed trendy, traditional drinks; 
five flavors of Jumex, a brand 
of juice and nectar from Mexico 
meaning jugos mexicanos or Mexi-
can juice. Jarritos, a popular brand 
of soft drink in Mexico, is made in 
natural fruit flavors slightly more 
carbonated than U.S. soft drinks. 
The word jarrito means little jug 
in Spanish and refers to the Mexi-
can tradition of drinking water and 
other drinks in clay pottery jugs. 
And, Sidral Mundet, a Mexican ap-
ple cider-flavored, carbonated soft 
drink that is renowned in Mexico 
for its nourishing and hydrat-
ing qualities. Also, it is used as a 

home remedy for stomach aches; a 
much appreciated beverage after 
students loaded up on a variety of 
chips and salsa!

Celebrating Cinco de Mayo 
isn’t just about the party though; 
embracing the holiday’s bold colors 
and festive style, delicious food, 
and cultural relevance is all part of 
the fun, adding recognition to the 
accuracy of Mexican history. It is 
not, as many people think, Mexico’s 
Independence Day, which occurred 
on September 16, 1810, starting a 
revolt against the Spaniards.

Our students learned that 
Cinco de Mayo is a holiday celebrat-
ing the Battle of Puebla, Mexico. It 
commemorates the victory of the 
Mexican army’s unexpected vic-
tory over the French forces of Na-
poleon III on May 5, 1862. Mexico 
had trouble paying back war debts 
to European countries, and France 
had come to Mexico to collect that 
debt. Mexican forces commanded by 
General Ignacio Zaragoza defeated 
the French army. ¡Viva Mexico!                                                                                                            

Google more information or 
check out this video: www.youtube.
com/watch?v=QIICWQyK72Y

El buen alimento cría entendimiento: 
Hispanic culture with neighbors to the south

High school students at Moffat 
took a field trip to Leonardo’s Res-
taurant in Center as a culminat-
ing activity for their food and drink 
unit in their Spanish class taught 
by Dawn Lee Mayo. Students were 
encouraged to order and converse 
in Spanish, while enjoying delicious 
food from the buffet. Though the 
purpose was to give students real 
world practice in language skills, 

they got far more. The staff at Leon-
ardo’s made the experience a cross-
curricular one, going as far as giv-
ing the students brain teasers from 
math and science to puzzle out, both 
in Spanish and English. All told, 
the field trip was a roaring success. 
Chaperones included Alma Ellorda, 
Melinda Callihan, and Dale Har-
rison. The trip was organized and 
sponsored by Dawn Lee Mayo.

National 
Honor Society 
induction 
ceremony

On May 4 Moffat High 
School inducted four members 
into their National Honor So-
ciety (NHS). New members 
include Michael Richardson, 
Casey Groom, Holly Fuller and 
Alyssa Chavez. These mem-
bers join previous inductees 
Joedeelee Rigdon, Christina 
Chavez, Matthew Potter, Layla 
Anzelc and Ryker Poor. There 
was a great turnout for the cer-
emony, which helped make it a 
memorable night for all NHS 
members. Thank you to all 
who helped put this together!NHS Members enjoying dinner.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.youtube
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Crestone Charter School celebrates the end of another school year
by Daya Scheide
The Crestone Charter School is 

celebrating the completion of anoth-
er amazing year of learning, discov-
ery, and adventure! As always, CCS 
students, teachers, and families cul-
minated their school year by trave-
ling around the state, the country 
and the world. Travel learning and 
outdoor education are integral parts 
of the CCS experience; these are 
among the most powerful tools we 
have for opening the world of pos-
sibilities for our children, teaching 
self-reliance and cooperation, and 
building the bonds of lasting friend-
ship. Traditionally, our youngest 
students start small by participat-
ing in overnight trips around south-
ern Colorado. Our middle schoolers 
get to visit parts of the country they 
might not otherwise have gotten to 
experience. And our high school stu-
dents have the unforgettable expe-
rience of international travel.

In May, our Early Elementary 
class took a trip to the magnificent 
Royal Gorge, just outside of Canyon 
City, Colorado. Highlights included 
an educational train ride through 
the gorge and a day at the Chey-
enne Mountain Zoo. The cool and 
rainy spring weather wasn’t enough 
to dampen the students’ spirits!

Elementary students in second 
and third grade headed south to Al-
buquerque for three exciting days of 
learning and fun. First they visited 
Explora, a hands-on science center 
full of opportunities for creativity and 
discovery. Next came a visit to the 
Albuquerque Biological Park, which 
features a world-class conservation 
zoo, botanical park, and aquarium. 
Students learned all about their fa-
vorite animals and sea creatures, as 
well as the importance of preserving 
the natural habitats of endangered 
species around the world, and even 
right here in Colorado.

Intermediate students in 
fourth and fifth grade participated 
in their annual BioRegional Camp-

ing Loop, visit-
ing a variety 
of cultural and 
natural sites 
in and around 
the San Luis 
Valley. This 
trip gave stu-
dents a great 
o p p o r t u n i t y 
to practice co-
operation and 
teamwork as 
they camped 
and traveled 
together. High-
lights of this 
year’s adven-
ture included 
climbing our 
c o n t i n e n t ’ s 
highest sand dune, exploring Peni-
tente Canyon, going subterranean 
at the Creede Mining Museum and, 
of course, the final stop at Hooper 
Pool for some experiential immer-
sion (pun intended) in geothermal 
hydrology!

The CCS Middle School class 
took an ambitious ten day road 
trip through South Dakota, vis-
iting a number of unforgettable 
historical, cultural, and geological 

destinations. 
Highlights in-
cluded visits to 
Mt. Rushmore, 
Badlands Na-
tional Park, 
and the Crazy 
Horse Memo-
rial. Along the 
way they vis-
ited the Rep-
tile Gardens, 
the Journey 
Museum, and 
explored the 
Mammoth Dig 
Site, which pro-
vided a unique 
window into 
the Pleistocene 
era. They even 
managed to 

squeeze in a night at the theater 
in Rapid City. Teachers TJ Walling 
and Audrey McDowall made sure 
that students learned as much as 
they could during their trip, with 
plenty of opportunities for reflec-
tion and interactive learning pack-
ets. “I think when we had these 
interactives I absorbed so much 
more information and understood 
the content better and more fully,” 
reported Rosie Catinella, a 7th 
grader. Sixth grader Rasalas Wick-
ett agreed: “There wasn’t a day on 
this trip that I didn’t learn some-
thing new. In fact, most of the days, 
I learned more things than I could 
count!” 

But for many middle schoolers, 
the real highlight of the trip was the 
time they got to spend back at the 
cabin, hanging out with friends. 
“We got to do a lot of bonding,” says 
seventh grader Justice D’Allesio. “I 
feel a lot more comfortable being 
myself around my peers.” 

“The trip knit me closer to-
gether with my classmates, and was 
a great experience to pull the school 
year together,” said Kaelen Hollyer.

CCS High School students 
spend two beautiful weeks in Costa 
Rica, where they explored the rain-
forest, immersed themselves in local 

culture, and participated in service 
learning projects. The centerpiece of 
the trip was a four-day stay at the 
Monteverde Cloud Forest reserve in 
Santa Elena, where students stayed 
with local families and got involved 
in meaningful volunteer work build-
ing and improving trails and help-
ing with local reforestation efforts.  
But it wasn’t all hard work...stu-
dents also had time to hike, take in 
the amazing views, discover local 
animals including sloths, monkeys 
and red-eyed tree frogs, and hang 
out in town. According to sophomore 
Sabian Storm, staying with local 
families really added to the experi-
ence. “We were treated like family. 
The woman who hosted my group 
really took care of us and made sure 
we were comfortable and well-fed. 
It was an experience we never could 
have gotten by staying in a hotel or 
some other tourist spot.”

Other trip highlights included 
a boat tour through the mangrove 
forest at La Ensenada Lodge, an ex-
hilarating zipline adventure, guided 
night hikes through the rainforest, 
a visit to La Fortuna Waterfall, and 
cooking classes where they learned 
how to make tortillas and tamales, 
Costa Rican-style. 

Here at the Crestone Charter 
School we are so lucky and grate-
ful to have the kind of loving, dedi-
cated teachers who are willing to 
put in all the extra effort it takes to 
make unique learning experiences 
like these happen for our children. 
And on that note, we would like to 
extend our deepest thanks and ap-
preciation to our teachers Lyndsay 
Duebber, Ryan Johns, and Emily 
Donaldson, who will be leaving us 
for new opportunities and adven-
tures. We wish you all the best!

This year’s Charter School graduates, 
Rosalea Anderson and Ryder Miller, 
proudly display their newly-received 
diplomas, which were made locally by 
Adam Kinney.      photo by Lori Nagel

CCS middle school school students visit the Crazy Horse Memorial 
in South Dakota.  photo by Mary Benavidez

CCS elementary students take a trip to the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo. 
 photo by Daya Scheide

CCS intermediate students go subterranean at the Creede Mining 
Museum.  photo by Anna Batistatos

This year’s graduates of the Crestone 
Charter School, Rosalea Anderson and 
Ryder Miller share the stage with their 
teachers, Ryan Johns and Emily Donald-
son, as they receive applause from the 
crowd at the conclusion of the graduation 
ceremony May 19.     photo by Lori Nagel

The Crestone Charter School band, 
led by mentor Tom Dessain, performs 
“Hallelujah!” at the graduation ceremony.     
 photo by Lori Nagel 
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by David Nicholas
May was supposed to finally 

be a month of legislative victories 
for Republican members of Con-
gress to take back home. This would 
be a month to carry out the business 
of government, and the much-hated 
Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) 
could be repealed and replaced by 
the American Health Care Act, and 
there would be some clear air to 
brag and crow that they finally had 
a version of a bill most members of 
the GOP conference could agree on. 

However, thankfully, the GOP 
has an asset in the White House that 
for the fourth consecutive month 
stepped all over the good news. The 
solid vote on May 4 (217-213), that 
passed an abomination of a health-
care bill, was lost in the ether of the 
daily narrative 48 hours later. The 
bill, as it stands, is dead on arrival 
whenever it gets consideration by 
the Senate.

The GOP should have learned 
by now that this presidency is not 
about them or their agenda, ex-
cept when it fits in with Donald J. 
Trump’s daily narrative. It’s all 
about him, and for the President, 
May was a compound disaster. 

trump in the merry month
One irrefutable fact for folks 

who have followed the comings and 
goings in DC over the years is that 
the truth will always out. As of June 
1, it is becoming clearer in my view 
that Mr. Trump is Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s servant, the hired 
help bought and paid for. It looks 
like Mr. Trump has been in service 
to the Russian president for several 
years. A moral for Mr. Trump’s arro-
gance and incompetence at wielding 
political power is, if you are making 
enemies of intelligence services at 
the get-go of your presidency, don’t 
piss off the FBI. Period. 

But Mr. Trump did and the 
bombshells started hitting the 
White House in the third week of 
May. Bombshells put his presiden-
cy in doubt on May 16. The firing 
of FBI Director James Comey the 
week before had delayed fallout and 
the meeting with the Russian del-
egation the following day, May 10, 
blew up. 

Firing the FBI Director: A 
so-called “great relief!”

Now you may not like the FBI 
director, and he may not like you, 
as was the case of J. Edgar Hoover 
with the many presidents whom he 
served at their “pleasure.” But the 
rule in Washington is to learn to 
live with FBI directors. If they de-
cide you violate their sense of moral 
and ethical righteousness, and they 
investigate you to see if laws have 
been broken, your days in public of-
fice, generally speaking, are num-
bered.

So Mr. Trump, who lives under 
the delusion that the presidency is 
all-powerful, and that he can make 
demands on an FBI Director for loy-
alty and/or ordering that the agency 
lay off investigations of political cro-
nies, found that firing this agency 
boss can come back to bite you.  

Thus it wasn’t enough to fire 
James Comey from a job the FBI 

d i r e c t o r 
t h o u g h t 
was his for 
the remain-
ing 6 years 
of his 10-year term. Mr. Trump 
thought he could weather the fire-
storm that followed. As usual he 
was wrong.

Mr. Trump was shocked at 
the firestorm the dismissal brought 
down upon him. He didn’t think 
Democrats, who had criticized Di-
rector Comey for his disclosure of 
Mrs. Clinton’s emails a week before 
the election, would instantly set 
upon him, baying for Mr. Trump’s 
blood. 

Alas, the White House commu-
nications office couldn’t get ahead of 
the daily narrative to control the 
spin. The excuses of why Mr. Comey 
was fired kept changing daily. What 
was supposed to be spun as a clean, 
righteous and deserved bold move 
by the man-boy ended up as the 
usual White House fiasco of inepti-
tude and incompetence. 

For the immediate three days 
after the firing, White House Depu-
ty Press Secretary Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders fronted daily press brief-
ings faithfully as the shit storm 
grew.

The narrative of why Mr. 
Trump fired him continued for three 
days, changing every day, before 
Mr. Trump finally confessed in an 
interview with NBC news anchor 
Lester Holt that he fired Mr. Comey 
because the Russian investigation 
was on his mind. This was a bomb-
shell itself, and this confession was 
a major news story all through the 
weekend and into Monday. 

Worse, in a meeting —report-
ed in The New York Times, May 
19—with a Russian delegation the 
following day, Mr. Trump told them 
that he was greatly relieved. He 
said, “I just fired the head of the 
F.B.I. He was crazy, a real nut job.” 
Further, Mr. Trump said, “I faced 
great pressure because of Russia. 
That’s taken off.”

Prior to this confession Mr. 
Trump had blamed Deputy Attor-
ney General Rod Rosenstein, who 
had written a memorandum of Mr. 
Comey’s transgressions, as ration-
alization for why Comey should be 
fired. Mr. Rosenstein objected and 
threatened to resign if that wasn’t 
retracted. The President’s base ex-
cuse that Mr. Comey testified before 
the Senate Intelligence Committee 
that Comey was “mildly nauseous” 
to have contributed to Mrs. Clin-
ton’s defeat looked paper-thin as 
the hours went by. Mr. Trump had 
taken the remark as a personal 
criticism over his “massive” election 
victory. 

On May 18 at a press confer-
ence with Colombia’s President 
Santos, Mr. Trump flipped and 
backtracked, saying that firing 
Mr. Comey was because “Director 
Comey was very unpopular with 
most people.”

“I actually thought when I 
made that decision, and I also got 
a very, very strong recommenda-
tion, as you know, from the Deputy 

Attorney General Rod Rosenstein. 
When I made that decision I actu-
ally thought it would be a biparti-
san decision because you look at 
all of the people on the Democratic 
side, not only the Republican side, 
that were saying such terrible thing 
about Director Comey.”

But that was nonsense.
Deputy Attorney General Rod 

Rosenstein, in a classified meet-
ing with the full Senate on May 18, 
revealed that he was aware that 
Mr. Trump had decided to fire Mr. 
Comey certainly a day before Mr. 
Rosenstein had written the memo-
randum. So Mr. Trump’s lie has 
been refuted yet again.

Why this issue is so convoluted 
is because Mr. Trump is determined 
to distract from his conduct using 
confusion. He just can’t let it go. 
Keeping track of Mr. Trump’s con-
tradictions and psychopathic lying 
can be mind-bending. He thinks 
that will work. But he didn’t count 
on Comey having his own set of 
weaponry.  

What hit Mr. Trump on May 
16 was The New York Times report 
that Mr. Comey wrote memorial 
memoranda of his meetings with 
people whose conduct looked to be 
unethical. Boom!  

Late May 17, after a day of 
narratives which shook the Trump 
presidency, Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral Rod Rosenstein named former 
FBI Director Robert Mueller as 
Special Counsel over the Russia in-
vestigation. 

Finally, committee leaders an-
nounced Friday night, May 19, that 
Mr. Comey was scheduled to testify 
publicly before the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee, probably some-
time after Memorial Day. 

And there are reports that 
members of the White House staff 
have been assembled to research for 
the president’s impeachment pro-
ceedings. A lot of water has to pass 
under the bridge before that occurs. 
But the hits just keep on coming. 
Never-ending, it appears at this 
point. 

Special Counsel robert 
Mueller: the so-called witch 
hunt

The statement issued by the 
Department of Justice appointing 
Robert J. Mueller reads, “In my ca-
pacity as acting Attorney General, I 
determined that it is in the public 
interest for me to exercise my au-
thority and appoint a Special Coun-
sel to assume responsibility for this 
matter. 

“My decision is not a finding 
that crimes have been committed or 
that any prosecution is warranted. I 
have made no such determination. 
What I have determined is that 
based upon the unique circumstanc-
es, the public interest requires me 
to place this investigation under the 
authority of a person who exercises 
a degree of independence from the 
normal chain of command.”

For his part Mr. Mueller said, 

“I accept the appointment and I will 
discharge my duty to the best of my 
ability.”

The scope of the investigation 
gives the Special Counsel wide lati-
tude as to where this investigation 
will go. It means there is no bound-
ary to either the scope or the length 
of this investigation. 

A Special Prosecutor usually 
works in secret, in his own time. 
There is not a lot of transparency 
while the work goes on, and inves-
tigations can go for years. The Iran/
Contra investigation, August 1985 
through March 1987, lasted some 
two years with findings released 
only long after President Reagan 
had left office. 

The pressure is on Mr. Muel-
ler to be forthcoming as work pro-
gresses. It will be extremely hard 
not having regular public comment, 
probably before open hearings of 
Congressional intelligence commit-
tees. 

Mr. Trump is both publicly 
and privately stewing about Rosen-
stein’s decision to name a special 
counsel. After the White House 
put out a subdued statement on 
Wednesday night about former 
FBI Director Robert Mueller being 
named special counsel, Trump pub-
licly vented on Thursday morning 
about the new probe.

“This is the single greatest 
witch hunt of a politician in Ameri-
can history,” Mr. Trump tweeted. 
“With all of the illegal acts that took 
place in the Clinton campaign & 
Obama Administration, there was 
never a special counsel appointed!”

Here’s why the Special Pros-
ecutor was initiated.

russiaGate May 10, 2017 
Trump met with Russian For-

eign Minister Sergey Lavrov and 
what is looking to be Mr. Trump’s 
Russian handler Ambassador 
Sergey Kislyak, the day after the 
Comey firing, yukking it up in the 
Oval Office for the benefit of a pho-
tographer from Russia’s TASS news 
agency. The TASS photographer 
was the only one allowed in to re-
cord the meeting. That was contro-
versial enough. The White House 
press corps was excluded, purpose-
fully it now appears. But a week lat-
er, May 15, anonymous informers to 
The Washington Post disclosed that 
Mr. Trump had gone off message in 
this meeting and disclosed classified 
intelligence—called “sharing”—to 
Mr. Lavrov. Intelligence so sensitive 
that it would compromise the source 
of the intel, which a day later The 
New York Times revealed as having 
come from the Israelis.

The revelation stunned the in-
telligence community. Mr. Trump’s 
National Security advisor D.B. Mc-
Master couldn’t satisfactorily ex-
plain it away. 

Monday night after the story 
hit the wires he read a statement 
saying, “The story that came out to-
night as reported is false. 

“The president and the foreign 

The Washington Beat
A special prosecutor 
for Putin’s servant 

Free screenings for qualif ied women.  Call Brenda Gentile, 
HRRMC community health worker, at 719-207-2088.

Get screened for breast 
and cervical cancer!

“Every woman needs to know the facts.  And the fact is,    
  when it comes to breast cancer, every woman is at risk.” 

— Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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minister reviewed a range of com-
mon threats to our two countries, 
including threats to civil aviation.” 

“At no time were intelligence 
sources or methods discussed. And 
the president did not disclose any 
military operations that were not 
already publicly known.”

General McMaster, attempt-
ing to save his political master, used 
careful language, and The Washing-
ton Post noted that “The key phrase 
in the statement was ‘as reported.’ 
With this language, McMaster in 
theory could dispute any element, 
no matter how small, as false. He 
notably did not say the story was 
false. This is confirmation that the 
laptop discussion took place.”

Then the third quote, “At no 
time . . .” The Washington Post re-
sponded, “The Post story did not 
say intelligence sources or meth-
ods were discussed or that Trump 
discussed undisclosed military op-
erations. So this is classic deflection 
from the key findings of the report, 
the PR version of three-card monte.”

On Tuesday morning McMas-
ter appeared in the White House 
briefing room and had another shot 
at getting the story straight. He 
said, “What I’m saying is really the 
premise of that article is false, that 
in any way the president had a con-
versation that was inappropriate or 
that resulted in any kind of lapse in 
national security.”

Then in answer to a question, 
“What we don’t do is discuss what is 
and what isn’t classified.”

russiaGate tidbit 1
News came in that the young-

est grown-up son, Eric Trump, who 
is Executive Vice President of De-
velopment and Acquisition for the 
Trump Organization, had bragged 

to writer James Dobson—who co-
authored the Arnold Palmer bi-
ography A Golfer’s Life—that Mr. 
Trump purchased failing golf cours-
es financed by Russian money. US 
sources of funding were not avail-
able to Donald Trump because of 
his previous financial dealings. Eric 
Trump—who has since denied it, 
although the claims appear to have 
credence—stated that the Trump 
organization had access to $100 mil-
lion from Russian sources. 

Mr. Dobson told Boston radio 
station WBUR on May 5 that dur-
ing a trip to one of Donald Trump’s 
North Carolina golf clubs, he and 
Eric Trump hit the links, and Eric 
began boasting that his family got 
the course popping with a Russian 
money gun.

So why would Russian sources 
finance an American with a such a 
flawed financial history (four bank-
ruptcies over the years)? I take the 
view that the answer to this lies in 
the details of the 35-page Trump 
Russian dossier. 

russiaGate tidbit 2
The following excerpt from 

the Trump Russian dossier was 
authored by former British MI6 
Spy Christopher Steele, and is the 
basis for James Comey’s investiga-
tion into Mr. Trump and the Trump 
campaign. This 35-page dossier re-
ports extensive details on the Presi-
dent and his subordinates, former 
Trump Campaign Manager Paul 
Manafort and the minor Campaign 
Advisor Carter Page. 

While this part of the dossier 
has yet to be substantiated by US 
investigators, Mr. Steele, now a pri-
vate intelligence consultant, is held 
in high regard by US intelligence 
officials, and his claims were given 

enough credence to initiate the FBI 
investigation. 

This excerpt is from the first 
two pages of the dossier:

Heading: “Company Intel-
ligence Report 2016/080, 20 June 
2016—Donald Trump’s Activities 
in Russia and Compromising Rela-
tionship with the Kremlin”

Summary: “Russian regime 
has been cultivating, supporting 
and assisting Trump for five years. 
Aim, endorsed by Putin, has been to 
encourage splits and diversions in 
the western alliance.

“Former top Russian intelli-
gence officer claims FSB (Russian 
State Security) has compromised 
Trump through his activities in 
Moscow sufficiently enough to 
blackmail him. According to several 
knowledgeable sources, his conduct 
in Moscow includes perverted sexu-
al acts which have been arranged/
monitored by the FSB.”

Detail: “Point 3. However, 
there were other aspects to Trump’s 
engagement with Russian authori-
ties. One, which has borne fruit for 
them, was to exploit Trump’s per-
sonal obsessions and sexual per-
versions in order to obtain suitable 
‘kompromat’ (compromising mate-
rial) on him. According to Source 
D, where s/he had been present 
Trump’s (perverted) conduct in-
cluded hiring the presidential suite 
in the Ritz Carlton Hotel where he 
knew President and Mrs. Obama 
(whom he hated) had stayed on one 
of their official trips and defiling the 
bed where they had slept, by em-
ploying a number of prostitutes to 
perform a “golden showers” (urinat-
ing) show in front of him. The hotel 
is known to be under FSB control 
with microphones and concealed 
cameras in all the main rooms to re-
cord anything they want to.”

“Point 4: The Moscow Ritz 
Carlton episode involving Trump 
reported above was confirmed by 
Source E (name blacked out), who 
said s/he and several of the staff 
were aware of it at the time and 
subsequently. S/he believed it had 
happened in 2013. Source E pro-
vided an introduction to an ethnic 
Russian operative to Source F, a 
female staffer who was at the hotel 
when Trump stayed there, who also 
confirmed it. Speaking separately 
in June 2016, Source B (a former 
top level Russian Intelligence of-
ficer) asserted Trump’s unorthodox 
behavior in Russia over the years 
had provided enough embarrass-
ing material on the now Republican 
presidential candidate to be able to 
blackmail him if they so wished.”

There’s way more about Mr. 
Trump’s conduct and the extensive 
interaction between the Russian 
government and the Trump cam-
paign which includes summations 
of Russia’s plan to subvert the US 
presidential election. This was just 
the beginning. No wonder the presi-
dent is in a state of panic and is try-
ing to stifle investigators’ work. 

If substantiated, this dossier 
will end his presidency, either by 
forced resignation or impeachment.  

May 8 Sally Yates testifies 
at the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee

There also is a lot to write 
about Sally Yates’ testimony before 
the Senate Intelligence Committee. 
She appeared with the former Direc-
tor of National Intelligence James 
Clapper and talked about going to 
the White House to inform lawyers 

about General Flynn’s recorded ac-
tivity with foreign governments. 

Essentially, she was spot-on 
with her answers, brilliant and 
forthright in her testimony. Three 
attempts by pouting Republican 
Senators Cornyn (R-TX), Cruz (R-
TX), and Grassley (R-IN) to put her 
on the defensive fell flat. 

That she confronted the White 
House within days of Mr. Trump’s 
inauguration to warn the White 
House about General Flynn’s du-
plicitous conduct was ignored; she 
was subsequently fired from her 
job, standing her ground on the 
President’s repressive immigration 
executive orders. History may de-
cree that she was the first woman to 
bring down a sitting president. We 
shall see.

that rumor 
Last month I wrote about a ru-

mor that Mr. Trump will be forced 
to resign by senior Republicans in 
lieu of possible impeachment some-
time in mid-year or early fall. That 
was from an article in Politico, and 
it was just rumor. The way the sto-
ries are breaking, it could be that 
circumstances bring a Trump resig-
nation to fruition.  

Jarod Kushner under FBI 
investigation

News leaks came in the third 
week of May that someone close to 
the President was a person of inter-
est in RussiaGate. Who might that 
be? Three days later in the early 
evening of May 25, The Washington 
Post said that FBI investigators are 
focusing on meetings held by Jared 
Kushner, President Trump’s son-in-
law and an influential White House 
adviser, as part of their probe into 
Russian meddling in the 2016 elec-
tion and related matters, according 
to people familiar with the investi-
gation.

Mr. Kushner, who held meet-
ings in December with the Russian 
ambassador and a banker from 
Moscow, is being investigated be-
cause of the extent and nature of 
his interactions with the Russians, 
sources revealed. The unravelling 
of the Trump presidency looks to 
be gathering speed as we head into 
mid-summer. Stay tuned. 

Just one more thing
In his foreign foray into the 

morass that is the Middle East, on 
the third day Mr. Trump unleashed 
a disaster. Standing beside Israeli 
prime minister Binyamin Netanya-
hu at a press conference in Tel Aviv 
boasting about the success of his 
visit so far, as the conference was 
ending, he exclaimed emphatically:

“Just so as you understand, 
I never mentioned the word or the 
name  ‘Israel.’ [I] Never mentioned 
it through that conversation [with 
the Russians], never mentioned the 
word ‘Israel.’ They [the media] are 
all saying I did. So you have got the 
story wrong, never mentioned the 
word ‘Israel’.”

Except, except no one report-
ing the meeting with the Russians 
ever said that he did. But he con-
firmed it right then and there. Non-
denial denials. You gotta luv ‘em.

The white fire in Mr. Netanya-
hu’s eyes flashed as Mr. Trump put 
the Russian scandal front and cent-
er, pushing the carefully crafted, vi-
cious Iran-bashing message into the 
background.

So in five seconds Mr. Trump 
trumped his own news narrative.

And the beat goes on.
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‘Public health & environment’ 
court ruling will rein in Colo. oil 
& gas industry—if not overturned
Funding for Colorado Energy Office cut

by Lisa Cyriacks
After successive years of Colo-

rado oil and gas “winning” legisla-
tive support, in the final days of the 
session the case being made that oil 
and gas is a “good neighbor” explod-
ed. On April 17, a pipeline located 
near a house in Firestone exploded 
and killed two people.

In early May of this year, the 
Colorado Court of Appeals sided 
with a group of Boulder teenagers, 
reversing a lower court and elevat-
ing protection of public health and 
the environment to “a condition that 
must be fulfilled” by the State before 
oil and gas drilling can be done.

The ruling by Appeals Court 
judges—in a case that drew heavy 
state and industry legal opposi-
tion—reinterprets the mission of 
the Colorado Oil and Gas Conser-
vation Commission (COGCC) to re-
quire more than balancing industry 
interests with protection of people 
and the environment.

Despite Colorado Governor 
John Hickenlooper’s order to not 
challenge the court ruling, on May 
18 Colorado Attorney General Cyn-
thia Coffman filed an appeal for the 
Colorado Supreme Court to review 
the ruling.

The recent fatal house explo-
sion caused by a severed under-
ground oil and gas industry pipeline 
has raised citizens’ concerns.  

According to the Denver Post, 
Colorado cities and counties, state 

lawmakers, environment advocacy 
groups and more than 1,500 resi-
dents this week blitzed Hickenloop-
er with letters, emails and phone 
calls urging him to accept the Ap-
peals Court ruling that prioritizes 
public health, safety and the envi-
ronment.

Hickenlooper has vowed public 
safety will be paramount. The court 
ruling would make the COGCC 
more protective.

The American Petroleum In-
stitute and the Colorado Oil and 
Gas Association both welcome 
Coffman’s intervention, citing “far-
reaching impacts on oil and gas de-
velopment and Colorado’s economy” 
if the ruling is not challenged.

Meanwhile, the Legislature 
debated, until its final hours in this 
session, the fate of the Colorado 
Energy Office. The GOP-led Senate 
approved sweeping changes to the 
office’s mandate, including nuclear 
energy, boosting natural gas and re-
pealing a number of renewable en-
ergy programs.

The Colorado Energy Office 
is currently tasked with promoting 
renewable energy, such as wind and 
solar, as well as traditional sources 
like coal, oil and gas.

The end result of the debate? 
Failure to pass a reauthorization 
bill for the Colorado Energy Office. 
This means that the majority of the 
office’s functions and its 24-person 
staff will disappear July 1.

Wolf Creek 
development 
stopped
continued from page 1

FEIS and ROD that the Forest 
Service had no power or jurisdic-
tion to limit or regulate develop-
ment on the federal lands being 
conveyed to LMJV in the present 
exchange.” The court was troubled 
by the fact that the Forest Service 
previously conditioned use of the 
original parcel created in 1986 
“with a scenic easement that lim-
ited development.”

Judge Matsch was also con-
cerned with the fact that “develop-
ment resulting from the Forest Ser-
vice’s approval of the land exchange 
will adversely impact an endan-
gered species, yet fails to comply 
with the statutory requirements for 
the protection of that species.” The 
species the court was referring to 
is the Federally listed Canada lynx 
which would have been harmed 
had the village construction and 
operation commenced.

“Environmental organizations’ 
dedication of relentless time and ef-
fort to protect Wolf Creek Pass over 
the past seventeen years has been 
worthwhile,” said Christine Canaly 
of the San Luis Valley Ecosystem 
Council. “The American public ex-
pressed strong opposition to this 
development proposal, recognizing 
that it was a bad idea, in the wrong 
place, at a perilous time. It would 
have severely damaged the head-
waters of the upper Rio Grande, 
which is already expected to buffer 
the burdensome impacts of climate 
change. This is a special core area 
of the forest that is essential for the 
Canada lynx and it deserves long 
term protection.”

The court also recognized 
that political influence and pres-
sure played a key role in the ex-

change since its inception. “We 
took up this fight because approv-
al of this project stank of inappro-
priate political influence, because 
the Forest Service completely ig-
nored public comments asking 
for protection of the area, and 
because it would wreck one of the 
most important wildlife corridors 
in the state,” Sloan Shoemaker, 
Director at Wilderness Workshop 
stated. “Today’s decision is a vic-
tory for open and transparent 
public process, and against undue 
influence of big campaign donors. 
Importantly, too, this is a big vic-
tory for lynx and for those of us 
who want to see them continue 
to thrive throughout the state of 
Colorado.”

“What NEPA requires is that 
before taking any major action a 
federal agency must stop and take 
a careful look to determine the 
environmental impact of that de-
cision, and listen to the public be-
fore taking action,” Judge Matsch 
wrote in his decision. “The Forest 
Service failed to do that in the Re-
cord of Decision. The duty of this 
court is to set it aside.”

“Wolf Creek is precious to 
people in southwest Colorado. 
Thank you to Judge Matsch for 
recognizing the enormous wildlife 
and natural resources at risk from 
the proposed resort development. 
This decision gives us the chance 
to get it right,” said Jimbo Buick-
erood of San Juan Citizens Alli-
ance. “We look forward to working 
with the Forest Service to make 
sure we find a solution that keeps 
Wolf Creek just the way it is for 
everyone’s benefit.”

Matt Sandler of Rocky Moun-
tain Wild and Travis Stills of 
Energy & Conservancy Law han-
dled litigation for Friends of Wolf 
Creek—a coalition of organiza-
tions including Rocky Mountain 
Wild, San Luis Valley Ecosystem 
Council, San Juan Citizens Alli-
ance, and Wilderness Workshop.
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by Mary Lowers
This story is a little-known but 

dramatic tale of regional history 
which kicked off in 1874 when Ute 
Chief and diplomat Ouray, and oth-
er Ute leaders, signed the Brunot 
Agreement, ceding the heart of the 
San Juan Mountains mineral/min-
ing area to the US government. 
The government then opened vast 
areas west of the Arkansas Valley 
to mining and settlement. 

To this day the Brunot Agree-
ment is honored in the state, and 
the Ute Mountain and Southern 
Ute Tribes retain hunting rights 
in the treaty area where they can 
regulate their own hunting season 
and make their own rules for hunt-
ers.  After meeting with tribal rep-
resentatives in January of 2013, 
Colorado Governor John Hicken-
loop said the State would work 
with native leaders to preserve 
the tribal hunting, fishing and 
gathering rights stipulated in the 
Brunot Agreement. Hickenlooper 
said, “The state and the tribe have 
worked together to preserve the 
tribal hunting and fishing rights.”

Back in 1874 this treaty open-
ing territory caused a flood of folks 
to travel over the Front Range to 
get rich quick or just settle down 
to create a new life. Many of the 
early settlers, who were already in 
the area that now composes Lake 
and Chaffee counties, were suspi-
cious of these newcomers. Vigilan-
te groups such as the Committee 
of Safety which operated out of the 
communities of Cleona, Granite, 
Poncha Springs and Nachtrieb’s 
Store in Nathrop were claiming to 

uphold all that was good and holy 
and handing down kangaroo court 
edicts. The rule of law was usurped.

The so-called Lake County or 
Chaffee County Water Wars fes-
tered in this climate of suspicion 
and accusations.  To clarify the 
situation, the wars occurred in the 
area of then-Lake County, which be-
came part of Chaffee County when 
that county was created. In Febru-
ary of 1879 the Colorado Legisla-
ture divided Lake County in two. 
The northern part had their county 
seat in Leadville and the southern 
part had their county seat in Gran-

ite. Chaffee County was named in 
honor of Jerome B. Chaffee, one of 
the state’s first senators.

Somewhere between ten and 
a hundred people died during these 
Water Wars in the years between 
1874-1881. Historian Ruby G. Wil-
liamson said of this era, “the Ar-
kansas Valley was crimson with 
blood.” People were lynched, shot 
and some died from shock and 
grief. Law and order were not to 
be found and many were driven 
from their homes by death threats. 

Regional his-
torian Charles 
F. Price says, 
“The trouble 
was that in 
some instances 
those charged 
with the duty 
of keeping the 
peace instead 
chose sides and 
actually par-
ticipated in the 
factional vio-
lence.”

The in-
cident that 

sparked this 
bloodshed was a 
dispute between 
two neighbors: 
Elijah Gibbs, 
the old-timer, 

and newcomer George Harrington. 
They were fighting over who had 
rights to an irrigation ditch which 
ran along their adjoining property 
line. The property in question is lo-
cated at the base of Lands Hill on the 
west side of Highway 285 between 
Salida and Buena Vista, along Gas 
Creek. The fight between the two 
ranchers left Harrington dead and 
Gibbs an accused murderer.

The Crestone Eagle • June, 2017 • Page B-1

Water wars  
in the Wild West

continued on page B-9

Harper’s Weekly and other illustrated magazines helped sell the newly opened area to 
settlers.  Shown are settlers opening an irrigation sluice gate—such actions helped set 
off the great central Colorado water wars.

Chief Ouray, the famous diplomat and 
Ute peacemaker, was instrumental in ne-
gotiating the Brunot Agreement between 
the Ute Nation and the State of Colorado.  
The agreement is still in effect today.

This map shows the boundary between Lake and Chaffee counties in 1879.  Chaffee 
County was created in 1879, dividing Lake County in two. Granite then became the 
county seat for Chaffee County. 

Brunot agreement area. Colorado’s Ute tribes are allowed to 
regulate hunting by their members inside the “Brunot area,” which 
was set in an 1874 treaty. The tribes can establish their own hunt-
ing seasons and rules in the area.
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by Kim Malville
Jupiter will dominate our 

evening skies throughout June. 
This bright planet lies a little to 
the right of Spica throughout the 
month. It ceases its retrograde 
movement on June 9 and will pro-
gress toward Spica, passing it on 
September 11. Saturn rises at sun-
set and sets at sunrise throughout 
June. It reached opposition to the 
sun on June 14, which means it 
will be due south at midnight on 
that date.

June 1: First quarter moon
June 3: The moon passes 

within 2 degrees (four lunar diam-
eters) of Jupiter.

June 9: Full moon. Look to 
the east for the rising moon with 
Saturn to its right.

June 17: Last quarter moon
June 20: The shortest night 

of the year in the northern hemi-
sphere. Summer solstice occurs at 
10:24pm.

June 27: The crescent moon 
will be within 1 degree of Regulus, 
the brightest star in Leo.

The red whale of Pluto
There’s a giant red “whale” 

on Pluto. This dark-colored region 
could be the remnants of a giant 
impact that produced Pluto’s moon 
Charon, some 4 billion years ago 
when the solar system was a dan-
gerous place.

Pluto has become the most 
interesting non-planet in the solar 
system, and I am now beginning to 
wonder if we made a mistake in our 
vote back in 2006 at the meeting 
of the International Astronomical 
Union in Prague when we demote 
it to the status of a dwarf planet. 

That demo-
tion did stir 
up controversy.  Folks who loved 
the pup and transferred their af-
fection to the planet were annoyed. 
Astronomers who had planned the 
New Horizons Mission were out-
raged that their space craft was no 
longer travelling to a full-fledged 
planet.

But, Pluto struck back on 
July 14, 2015, when the New Ho-
rizons Space craft flew past it at a 
very high speed and, quite amaz-
ingly, gathered a vast trove of in-
formation about the dwarf planet. 
It ranks up there with the strange 
and wondrous moons of Jupiter, 
volcanic Io and ocean-covered Eu-
ropa and the geyser-spewing moon, 
Enceladus of Saturn. The plains 
on Pluto’s surface are composed of  
nitrogen ice, with traces of meth-
ane and carbon monoxide. The 
high sharp mountains are made 
of water ice. In addition to the red 
whale, known as Cthulhu Regio, 
there is the very puzzling Sputnik 
Planitia. This roughly circular area 
is a 600-mile-wide basin of frozen 
nitrogen and carbon monoxide ices, 
divided into polygonal convection 
cells, looking like a giant lava lamp. 
Unlike the neighboring red whale, 
these up-surging convection cells 
have no impact craters, meaning 
that it’s a young surface where evi-
dence of craters have been erased 
by the bubbling ice during the last 
180,000 years. Note in the picture 
how rocky material that has fallen 
on the ice has been pushed to the 
boundaries by the flow of ice out-
ward from the centers of the cells. 
The source of heat on this cold 

dwarf sufficient 
to produce this 
convection is a 
vexing puzzle.

The red 
whale, or Cthulhu 
Regio, some 1,850 
miles long and 
450 miles wide, 
is ground zero for 
the collision of an 
object about one-
third the size of 
Pluto, that ripped 
away the crust of 
Pluto, producing 
its moon, Cha-
ron. That impact 
delivered organic 
compounds such 
as formaldehyde, 
commonly found 
in comets. Heat 
produced by the 
impact likely 

melted part of Pluto’s surface, form-
ing pools of warm water into which 
formaldehyde flowed. These warm 
liquid water pools could not have 
lasted long on that very cold and 
dark world, but they apparently 
lasted enough to grow complex or-
ganic compounds with the red color 
that we now see. These are the 
same kind of compounds that may 
have been the progenitors of life on 
Earth.  We, too, had a similar im-
pact, when an object about the size 
of Mars hit the Earth and tore out 
enough matter to form our moon. 
Pluto is still being hit by small me-
teorites, producing craters that are 
shown on the body of the whale, 
which thus contains the memory of 
meteorite strikes spanning 4 billion 
years, very old and relatively re-
cent. The memory of Sputnik Plan-
ita has been erased by the bubbling 
ices. This is truly Pluto’s revenge: 
besides Earth no other object in the 
solar system has such a complex 
and puzzling geology or, should we 
say, plutology. 

Alien life may be closer 
than we once thought

How far beyond the solar will 
we have to travel to meet the near-
est alien life? Astronomers are tak-
ing that question a bit more seri-
ously as new models increasingly 
suggest that the closest Earth-like 
planet to our solar system could 
indeed be habitable. That planet 
is Proxima b, orbiting a dwarf star 
Proxima Centauri, a mere 4.25 light 
years away. With knowledge only 

of the luminosity of the star (1/600 
that of the sun), the mass of the 
planet (1.3 times that of Earth), and 
the length of its year (11.2 days), a 
team from Great Britain have used 
climate models designed for the 
earth to predict that Proxima b has 
liquid water on its surface. They 
used a climate model designed for 
Earth—the Unified Model devel-
oped by the United Kingdom’s Met 
Office to show that under a wide va-
riety of conditions, the planet could 
be warm enough for liquid water. 
The dwarf star around which the 
planet orbits is much cooler than 
the sun, and it has a much longer 
life than our sun, which will die 
in 5 billion years. (Sad, as Trump 
would say.) Proxima Centauri could 
last a whopping 4 trillion years or 
300 times the current age of the 
universe. That seems more than 
enough time for life to develop and 
flourish on a warm, watery plan-
et.  The fly in the ointment is that 
Proxima Centauri is a magnetical-
ly active star that produces x-rays 
similar in quantity to the output of 
our sun. Orbiting close to its sun, 
the planet could be bathed in x-rays 
and other noxious radiation. Is that 
good or bad? A little radiation may 
be good thing, producing mutations, 
speeding up evolution, perhaps 
producing intelligent (but probably 
ugly) beings or fierce Godzillas. Or 
the planet may be a sterile waste-
land. Only time will tell, as more 
telescopes on Earth and in space are 
being trained on the planet.

The Whale of Pluto.  photo courtesy of NASA

Bubbling Ice on Pluto.  photo courtesy of NASA

Impact Craters on Pluto.  photo courtesy of NASA
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Hawks reintroduced to freedom

by Lori Nagel
Around 11:15am on April 27, 

Michael Sirochman from Colora-
do Parks and Wildlife pulled into 
the Baca Wildlife Refuge carry-
ing not one, but two rehabilitated 
Swainson’s Hawks in dog crates in 
the back seat of his pickup truck.  
These birds had been rehabilitated 
a few months ago, and were finally 
getting released back into the wild.  
Michael said that by the time the 
birds were fully rehabilitated, they 
had entirely missed the long migra-
tion to Argentina.  Therefore, they 
wait til spring to release them so 
they’re definitely able to make next 
fall’s long flight to South America 
accompanied by a flock of other 
Swainson’s that can sometimes be 
larger than one hundred birds.

The first hawk he removed 
from the cage was quite docile.  
Four of us stood there talking 
(and this photo journalist snap-
ping photos!) for about 3 minutes, 
and he just hung out and took it 
all in, Michael holding his feet, of 
course.  The release was smooth, 
but rather than flying the direc-
tion Michael intended, he doubled 
back around and went over to a 
tree behind us.  

When asked why they chose 
this particular location to release 
the birds, Michael said regula-
tions require that, in most cases, 
animals are taken back to within 
10 miles of where they came from, 
and Baca Wildlife Refuge Manager 
Ron Garcia had brought him one of 
these birds.

The second hawk wasn’t quite 
so calm.  From the moment he was 
taken out of his cage, he was very 
actively trying to get free.  So, there 
was less chit-chat and we got right 
to the release with that one.  He 
did, however, go perfectly in the in-
tended direction.

The Frisco Creek Wildlife Fa-
cility gets about 50-60 animals sub-
mitted to them in an average year.  
They have a huge success rate with 
the mammals, about 95%!  The bird 

success rate is much lower, how-
ever, as birds are usually in bad 
shape by the time they get them.  
If a bird has a broken wing that 
doesn’t heal correctly, they won’t 
release it back into the wild since it 
wouldn’t be able to hunt correctly 
and essentially wouldn’t be able to 
survive out there.  State and Fed-
eral regulations require those birds 
who don’t heal right to be eutha-
nized.

Some of you may remember 
the mama bear that was killed a 
few years back, which left 2 baby 
cubs behind.  Michael was happy to 
report those cubs were transferred 
to a rehabilitation center in Silt, 
Colorado, and have been success-
fully released back into the wild.  
“The black bear rehabilitation is 
actually very successful,” he said, 
“like 97%.”

Colorado Parks and Wildlife 
rehabilitates many different types 
of animals, including birds of prey 
(eagles, owls, hawks, falcons), 
black bears, mountain lions, bob-
cats, lynx and others.  If you ever 
require assistance with animals 
of this type, the Monte Vista office 
number is 719-587-6900.  Might be 
good to make a note of it!

Both hawks remained at their 
chosen spots, each in their own tree 
at opposite ends of the meadow, 
when this reporter left the scene 13 
minutes after release.

This young male hawk, newly released 
back into the wild on April 27, perches on 
this branch for at least 20 minutes after 
initial release.      photo by Lori Nagel

Michael Sirochman from Colorado Parks and Wildlife removes this Swainson’s Hawk 
from the kennel next to him and prepares him for release.      photo by Lori Nagel

Sirochman releases a rehabilitated young male hawk back into the wild at the Baca 
Wildlife Refuge April 27.      photo by Lori Nagel
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UNDER CONTRACT 

1564 Wagon Wheel Road - $229,000
A 2,192sf beautiful single level ranch style 
home built in 1997 on 1.66 acres. 3bd/2ba, 
great room, living room & 2 car attached 
garage. Well and septic. Great value!   

 

983C Peaceful Way - $224,500
3BR/2.5BA 1894sf main house w/studio 
apt, oversized 1-car garage & grow dome 
on 1.36 acres in Chalet I. Passive solar 
design w/ two adobe brick walls & curved 
back wall, concrete kitchen counter tops, 
in-floor radiant heat & wood stove.      

635C Panorama Way - $179,000
Lovely 3 bd/1.75 ba home on 1.013 acres. 
Open floor plan, custom kitchen cabinets, 
hardwood floors, lots of light. Bonus studio 
room.   Passive solar design, propane 
HWBaseboard heat, honeycomb blinds.  
Landscaped courtyard.   

 4275C Fallen Tree OL - $164,000
Well maintained 2BD/1.5BA 1380sf 2-story 
home high up in Ch2 on 1.029 ac. Spacious 
great room, concrete floors, radiant heat, 
woodstove, lovely kitchen. Hot water 
baseboard heat upstairs , balcony, 2nd 
bedroom, full bath w/soak tub.      

 35 Camino Baca Grande - $155,000
Lovely 3BD/2.5BA 2013sf 1.5 story home 
remodeled in 2010, incl. wiring, plumbing & 
steel roof. Lg living w/cathedral ceiling 
adjoins spacious kitchen that opens to a 
paved stone patio w/gorgeous mtn views. 
Close to Crestone, great value!      

Baca Meadows

Townhouse #10 - $189,000
Exquisite town house completely remodeled 
in 2008. 1480sf 2-story 2BD/2BA features 
redesigned kitchen & bathrooms, updated 
heat & lighting systems, beautiful patio. 
Must see!        

Was $249,000 Garage & Studio Apt

3/1.75 on 1.013ac

 WAS $169,000

Treed and Private

 

Close in on paved roads Remodeled Luxury

SOLD!

 999C Badger Road - $225,000
Beautiful strawbale home built in 2002 by 
local builder Ward Olin. Charming 
2BR/1.5BA, up high in Chalet 1 on 2.48 ac 
w/exquisite views and a private setting. 
Large windows, open floor plan, custom 
details. A beautiful, special property!    

 

1867C Rockyview Way - $219,000
3BD/2BA 1520sf New Construction by Paul 
Koppana, energy efficient design. Active 
solar hot water sys thru radiant floor grid + 
domestic hot water. Very insulated, triple 
pane windows & heat recovery ventilation, 
airtight construction.      

UNDER CONTRACT

1038 Beaver Trail - $337,000
This 2292sf 3BR/2BA home on 3.57 acres 
in park-like setting backs to greenbelt. Post 
& beam construction & strawbale in-fill, this 
2-story sustainable home is passive solar, 
solar domestic HW & in-floor heat, 
woodstove. Separate 300sf studio.    

 

 Willow Springs - NOW $289,000
Fully restored former historic Forbes Hotel. 
9bd/3BA 3600sf; detached 22x24 studio, 
500ft artesian well. Great business potential 
for B&B, hotel /retreat center.    

 

 147 Moonlight Way - $269,000
Spacious 2600sf 2 story 3/2.5/Office w/
garage backing to Crestone Creek 
greenbelt. Upstairs master suite w/soak tub 
& double vanities & separate wing w/2 
BR’s, BA and living area. Downstairs is 
living, dining, kitchen & office.        

 

757 Rendezvous Way - $239,000
Very lovely 1868sf 3-or-4BD/2BA + dining 
screen porch, sunroom w/fireplace, yoga/
exercise room, deck w/amazing views & 
hot tub. Private, but close-in. Beautifully 
landscaped.     

Private & High Up

Reduced! - Was $229,000

New Construction: Paul Koppana Treed & Private!

WAS 349,000  

Versatile Floor Plan WAS $289,000

Gracious Living

Chalets

 780 Palomino OL - $585,000
Built by Lee Mitchell to capture mtn & valley 
views, elegant 3 BR/2.5BA home w/2-car 
garage on 2.787 acres. Fantastic 
landscaping & flowing water. In-floor 
radiant heat & Hearthstone woodstove w/
stone surround. Expansive Master balcony.    

 

4519C Grayline Ct - $429,000
Elegant 2BR 2BA 1932 custom strawbale 
built in 2003 by Paul Koppana.  A refined 
Asian/Southwest blend.  On private 
cul-de-sac 5.35 acres backs to greenbelt.  
30’  yurt w/kitchenette & bathroom.    

 

2795CR Brook Terrace - $425,000
Built 1993, remodeled 2008. 3-story, 2 or 
3BR/1.75BA 2182sf home on 2.765ac 
cul-du-sac, backs to greenbelt. Artistic 
stone & stucco offers feeling of antiquity, 
privacy & uniqueness.  A must-see home in 
a special location!    

3959 Cheerful Court - $424,000
Custom Cathedral Style Mt Home. Approx 
2700 sq/ft, located on 2.16 acres by 
Cottonwood Creek. Many architectural 
features incls Brazilian cherry hrdwd flrs, 
diamond plaster walls. Features 30x16’ Art 
Studio.    

 

786C Panorama Way - $399,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies 2428sf home 
with fabulous gardens sits on 2.14 acres w 
2-car garage/studio. Exquisite - Must See!   

Grants

1390 Wilderness Trail - $299,000
This spacious contemporary 3BR/2BA 
2380sf custom home is located on 3.2 
acres in the Grants.  Large windows, lots of 
light & views.  Spacious great room.  
Granite & marble counters.       

Luxurious/Views

WAS $449,000

Private Sanctuary

Castle in the Woods! Private on the Creek

WAS $429,000

Was $459,000

Exquisite Landscaping
 

Spacious & Lots of Light!  

Chalets

22 Alpine OL - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 2232sf 
home close to town.  Screened porch & 
wrap deck.  Gracious Living with 
exceptional views!    

Grants 

1381 Saddle Rock Trail - $280,000
Light-filled 1902 sf 2BR/1BA strawbale 
off-grid home w/stunning  views. Radiant 
in-floor heat & heartstone woodstove. Open 
living space, private gardens, walled patio, 
greenhouse, shed & heated garage. 8+ acr 
incl. lots 1381, 1444 &1445    

Chalets 

2720 Happy Hollow Tr. -  $279,000
This meticulous, 4BR/2.5BA 2000sf home 
has magnificent valley views from the living 
spaces, including a large sw-facing deck. 
Excellent condition, flexible floorplan, nice 
outdoor space, located near Dharma Ocean.    

2145 Indian Well Way - $266,500
This 1331sf modern 2BR/1BA blt in 2016 
makes exceptional use of space, design & 
views.  Detached 144sf bonus room. 
Upgrades include 5-piece bath w/stm 
shower, soak tub & heated floors, beautiful 
kitchen w/copper sink, maple hardwoods.      

3481C E Graceful Ct- $249,000
Beautiful property w/ 2BR/1.5BA ~1228sf 
home,  guest cottage & detached one-car 
grg on 1.44 acres. Great passive solar, w/
mountain views. Walled tiled front courtyard 
& landscaping. In-floor radiant heat, tile 
floors, T&G wood ceilings in LR     

 

Tract 2 Lindisfarne - $199,000
Creek-side 2 BR/1 BA 812sf home on 2.74 
acres w/812 sf partially finished basement 
w/electric baseboard heat & concrete 
floors. New roof w/architectural shingles, 
new windows, new interior & exterior paint.    

Magnificient Views

New Construction! Off-Grid Acreage Fantastic Views!  

Modern Luxury Guest Cottage

Reduced from $275,000 Creekside!

Chalets

1911 Lone Pine Way - $195,000
This 2BD/1BA, 1200sf New Construction by 
Art Reeves. Efficient, great design & views. 
Rustic wood & metal siding, hrdwd floors & 
vaulted ceiling in Great Room. Modern 
kitchen w/stainless appliances. Spacious 
Master bdrm, & bath.     

333 Palomino Way - $189,000
Built in 2011, this 2-story 1685sf home 
offers 3BD/Study/2.5BA in a very functional 
floorplan.  Passive solar, fire-resistant sid-
ing, carport, spacious kitchen with concrete 
countertops.    

34 Camino Baca Grande - $153,000
1600sf 3BR 1.5 BA A-frame w/loft, remod-
eled in 2006 w/ETS heat, 5 window air 
conditioning units, appliances, laminate 
flooring, windows, roof & updated plumbing 
& wiring. T&G ceiling in great room. Upper & 
lower decks w/great views!      

4485 Ridgecrest Way - $74,500
Unique, small 394sf home, with 2nd 
structure in Chalet 3. Fixer-upper, but can 
be a home in the Baca at an affordable 
price. Woodstove, loft sleeping area w/wood 
ceilings. Full kitchen w/cookstove, fridge & 
combo w/d. Shower bath.    

Casita Park

354C Huerta Court - $89,000
1,984sf 2BR/1BA home on .347 acres (2 
consolidated lots) in Casita Park. Open floor 
plan & lots of light. Propane forced air heat, 
kerosene Toyostove & 2 wood stoves. Lg 
yard w/stucco walls & fencing, patio, 
landscaping, & storage shed.       

New Construction

Easy Access

Close to Town

Small Home, Small Price!  

Amazing Views! 

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker
JUNE 2017 Listings

Jump in on an 
Active Market!
719-256-4198  
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MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

www.ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242

www.hunterdouglas.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.hunterdouglas.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.ponchalumber.com
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Baca Grande owner/builder conversations
by John Rowe
This is the second in a contin-

uing series of conversations with 
folks who are currently or have 
already built their own homes in 
the Baca. I’m going to include one 
talk with an owner who built their 
home ten or twenty years ago and 
can give us all some good perspec-
tive and wisdom about the home-
building experience; and one talk 
from an owner who is currently 
building a home and can give us a 
good look into the hopes, dreams 
and challenges of building their 
own home.

First, a correction. My apolo-
gies to Thomas and Debra Schulz. 
I repeatedly referred to Thomas as 
Charles in my first installment of 
this piece, which is not his name. It 
is Thomas!

My first talk this month was 
to long-term Baca residents Mark 
Jacobi and Chris Canaly, who live 
high up in Chalet I. I met them at 
their very homemade and delight-
ful home for a few hours of good 
conversation about building and 
community. 

Mark flew out from New York 
in 1988 and purchased a lot after 
hearing from a friend about what 
a cool place Crestone was. Mark 
and Chris were delighted to know 
that they did not have to spend 
their precious savings on the lot 
but could be part of a realtor pro-
gram to encourage young people 
to settle here, and buy on time 
payments of $89/month. So he 
and Chris came out the next year 
and began the arduous process of 
building a home.

Chris and Mark immediately 
became very active in the commu-
nity—Mark as Fire Chief and Chris 
as an advocate of environmental 
concerns and President of the Baca 

Water Board, to name a few. They 
worked as they could around com-
munity development endeavors 
and ended up living in their garage 
for nine years with only a few thou-
sand dollars a year for building. 
Mark was quick to point out that 
the only reason that they could 
successfully lobby the POA to allow 
them to do that was because they 
were both so active in volunteer-
ing for the community, they were 
living responsibly by being hooked 
up to the water and waste removal 
system, and always stayed on good 
terms with their neighbors. They 
also remember the POA as more 
flexible in the ‘90s, when given 
good reason.

Mark and Chris plodded 
along, building their house, helping 
others to build theirs, and building 
community as they went. They also 
got married, had a son, and enjoyed 
all the benefits of living close to na-
ture

And what advice do they have 
to newcomers who would like to 
build their own home here?

Mark suggests an attitude of 
what he calls “nurturing adaptabil-
ity, having no preconceived notions 
of what to expect, trying to connect 
in the best possible way.”

Chris states “community is 
not about convenience; be prepared 
to give as well as take.” And then 
added “don’t get caught up in ob-
stacles as burdens but as opportu-
nities.”

And your advice to the POA in 
their dealings with owner/build-
ers?

Almost as one, they both state 
“ be more accommodating, more 
understanding and compassionate. 
And, by all means, more friendly.”

Chris goes further and sug-
gests that the Board and manage-
ment “have some fun at their jobs, 
concentrating on celebrating our 
community and looking for ways to 
help others to do the same.” Amen 
to that!

Both Mark and Chris want to 
see the $5,000 deposit, enabling you 
to live on your land as you build, 
removed. “Our entire house cost 
$85,000- you spread that over nine 
years and that $5000 was often 
an entire year’s worth of building 
material. It would make a HUGE 
difference to any cash-strapped 
owner/builder.”

Insofar as seeing covenants 
enforced, Mark would like to see 
each house project be considered on 
a case-by-case basis, as to be able to 
make allowances for genuine hard-
ships. “After all, we only have about 
30 starts per year and to consider 
each one apart from the others is 
very manageable”. 

In conclusion, I am struck 
how Chris and Mark consider their 
home building just part of the pro-

cess of building a town, one we can 
all be grateful for. Thank you both.

Jacob and Kristy Knight-
Pesqueira

My next conversation was 
with Jacob and Kristy Pesqueira, 
and their two, soon-to-be three, 
children. They came from Arizona 
six years ago to “raise a family in a 
place where there were like-mind-
ed souls interested in sustainable 
living and creating a close-to-the-
earth community that nurtured 
people.” They thought Crestone 
would fit that bill and were de-
lighted to find affordable land and 
a vibrant natural home building 
community here. So they have set 
down roots in Crestone and are 
in the middle of building a straw 
bale and wood frame home out 
along Wagon Wheel next to Willow 
Creek.

They were able to get a home 
started by partnering up with a lo-
cal older man they became friends 
with and were able to buy a lot and 
begin building. Sadly, their friend 
passed away last year and Kristy 
and Jacob are now trying to build 
and pay for their dream home on 
their own. While they are making 
progress, they are finding it slow 
going.  Kristy is an art teacher at 
the Charter School and Jacob is a 
stone mason and finish carpenter 
for hire.  Despite the fact that both 
of them work mostly full-time and 
are raising three small children, 
Kristy and Jacob are determined 
to succeed here and will continue 
to build their home as time, energy, 
and money allow.

Do they feel supported by the 
POA and the community at large 
in their efforts to make their stand 
here in Crestone?

Jacob smiles ruefully as 
he says, “Sure , the POA is easy 
to get along with as long as you 
pay your dues and extension fees 
and on time and are making the 

progress they are looking for. And 
that is not to mention the late fees 
when you are not on time. But we 
thought they would be more un-
derstanding of us losing our part-
ner and perhaps allow us a lit-
tle more time. But they have not 
been and this is particularly frus-
trating when you consider that it 
is impossible to build your own 
900SF home in 18 months, as re-
quired. The POA does not seem to 
realize that a $200-300 extension 
fee (extension fees have gone up 
in price dramatically as of late) is 
a lot of money when you are try-
ing to save every penny you can. 
I can buy a lot of lumber at the 
Saguache sawmill for that, and 
straw is $3-4 a bale. I try to keep 
my site cleaned up and work on 
my place every chance I get when 
I have money and would just like 
a little more consideration for 
what Kristy and I are trying to 
achieve. We don’t expect to be able 
to do as we wish without regard 
for community standards, we just 
want a little more time before all 
these fees start piling up.” 

And how about support from 
the community at large?

“I must say that I thought 
more people would be more wel-
coming to owner/builders than 
what I have found. It is disap-
pointing that it is OK for my wife 
to teach the local kids art and that 
I and other owner/builders to do a 
lot of the work on local homes but 
we don’t seem to be encouraged 
much to get to be part of the local 
community. Honestly, I hope I am 
wrong, but many here don’t seem 
to really want natural owner/
built houses here built by blue col-
lar folks. That is not what we were 
expecting. The class distinctions 
here between the haves and have-
nots are really pronounced in Cre-
stone. Owner builder citizens such 
as ourselves seem to get lumped 
in with the pot growers who con-
tribute nothing and only build tall 
fences and others who drift into 
town with no real purpose or direc-
tion. Kristy and I are good people 
who work hard at life and raising 
a family. I would like people to 
know that as we are being slapped 
with fees and fines we can’t really 
afford to pay.”  

Any thoughts of giving up?
“No, Kristy and I are commit-

ted to Crestone and our kids love 
it here. We will just keep working 
hard and doing our part to make liv-
ing in Crestone a good thing for our 
family and others.” 

   I  hope  you  find  this  col-
umn worthwhile. Be sure to let me 
or the good folks at the Eagle know 
if you would like more. I would like 
to make this a monthly feature and 
hope you would too.

The Knight-Pesqueira family on their land 
in the Grants, enjoying the views.

Owner/builders and long-time residents 
Mark Jacobi and Christine Canaly.

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
mailto:sdossenback@gmail.com
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Standing Rock—Natural law
by Melinda Myers
The huge amount of support 

for the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe’s 
peaceful First Amendment action 
last year should come as no sur-
prise to anyone paying attention to 
the state of the country. Millions of 
disenfranchised progressive voters 
were summarily dismissed and be-
lief in the better nature of mankind 
severely eroded in the aftermath of 
a dysfunctional election. Small won-
der that such a blatant misuse of 
authority to make the rich richer at 
the expense of a low-income minor-
ity community and the environment 
caused people stand up and resist 
the Dakota Access Pipeline.

Surely our species has evolved 
enough to realize that what hap-
pens to some of us, happens to all 
of us, especially when it comes to 
our planet. Sorry Shirley, but not 
everyone values nature for its own 
merits. Federal law, state law, mon-
etary law and “right of might” law-
lessness continues to sacrifice our 
land, water and air for short term 
profits by a few. These laws can no 
longer go unexamined, but should 
be morphed into policies that make 
natural law and universal justice 
for people a priority.

Perhaps the greatest gift of 
the Standing Rock resistance was 
my exposure to Native ceremony 
and spirituality. Native culture 
has always intrigued me, but I 
had little information. My time 
at camp and hanging out around 
“grandmother” wisdom-keepers 
has revealed a beautiful, simple 
philosophy. To be sure, these are 
mere glimpses of a much richer 
tradition and I do not hold myself 
up as any kind of expert. Just con-
veying the words of my treasured 
Lakota friends. 

Giving personhood status to 
everything in nature—trees, ani-

mals, rocks, plants and even such 
things as wind, lightning and thun-
der—is the basis of natural law. 
Any alteration of land use needs 
to take into account the effects on 
the entire ecosystem. In addition, 
an ethical person considers how 
their actions will affect future gen-
erations. Living lightly on the land 
and gently with its inhabitants is 
a natural law. Native people rec-
ognize that the land is their sole 
support for life. Balance must be 
applied to prevent losers and win-
ners. An excellent example is the 
legend of the “mouse beans” 

Before the great Oahe Reser-
voir was formed by the 1957 Gar-
rison Dam on Mni sho sha, (Mis-
souri River), the Lakota farmed the 
rich bottomlands. Apple, cherry, 
plums, raspberry, currants, grapes, 
mulberry, sand berries, June ber-
ries, and buffalo berries grew in 
abundance. Also, “old corn”, which 
looked more like wheat, and a mag-
ical, medicinal mandrake-like root 
which could cure anything. Timber 
was harvested and herds grazed 
the grasslands. A delicacy of little 
beans was harvested by mice and 
stashed in their nest.  C h i l d r e n 
were sent to collect the beans, and 
a fair exchange of a handful of corn 
was left for the mouse.

Of course, all that was lost, 
along with endemic fish, plants 
and wildlife as Mni sho sha backed 
up and flooded the homesteads just 
to create electricity. Which the now 
impoverished natives struggle to 
pay for to light and heat their gov-
ernment housing. 

The quest for Lakota seeking 
spiritual perfection is to live up to 
the seven virtues: honesty, respect, 
wisdom, humility, fortitude, cour-
age and generosity. Through cer-
emony these traits can be strength-
ened. Traditional teachings and 

life skills can help achieve virtuous 
living. This ancient wisdom could 
help all of mankind be mindful of 
their footprint on the planet. Eve-
ry time ceremony is held, it helps 
create positive energy and spreads 
peaceful coexistence.

Honored to be asked to par-
ticipate in several inipi, (sweats), 
I confess to being fearful of the 
close darkness and heat, so afraid 
I might freak out. After fighting 
down the panic and locating the 
coolest spot to breathe, I became 
lost in the drumming and songs. 
The drums seemed to be above 
me and moving around the ceil-
ing. Understanding the words was 
unimportant, the music evoked 
primordial visceral feelings and 
as everyone prayed for their loved 
ones and such, I could feel my good 
intentions going out the cosmos. At 
the end, we were asked to open our 
hearts and send love to everyone, 
DAPL workers, North Dakota law 
enforcement, everyone—or there 
can be no peace without universal 
love and respect. 

I constantly marvel at the 
courage and fortitude of these peo-
ple, always pressing on after be-
ing knocked down time and again. 
That is not to say they are not 
many times fearful of even com-
mon things like shopping or driv-
ing in heavily patrolled areas. But 
the fear does not keep them from 
asking for justice, for the uphold-
ing of the treaties, for a say in the 
use of the land they rely on for 
their very life.

Humility is an outstanding 
virtue to use to make decisions. It’s 
a natural regulator for the never-

ending greed of capitalism. Rede-
signing business ventures where 
maximum profits take a back seat 
to sustainable growth will create 
win/win outcomes and eliminate 
zero sum ventures. Generosity is 
also tied into building fair econo-
mies. All boats rise with the tide, 
including the natural world. 

The spiritual and ancestral 
wisdom of native people thank-
fully has not been entirely lost 
and holds lots of lessons for the 
rest of society. The many examples 
of bravery, compassion and love 
for our big blue marble exhibited 
by the water protectors and their 
supporters all over the world serve 
as inspiration for all displaced car-
ing people who refuse to give into 
the doom and gloom of current 
policies. 

My last day in South Dakota 
was the Greeting of the Thunder 
Beings Ceremony in the sacred 
Black Hills. Participants hike to 
the top of the highest peak, about 
four hours, stopping three times 
to sing and drum. Tobacco prayer 
bundles are tied to trees to wel-
come the beings that live in the 
sky and send us water and wind. 
I only walked up about a mile and 
tied my little bundle in a little 
pine tree. My prayer was a sim-
ple thank you for all I had expe-
rienced and a big hope for our 
shared future. I will forever be 
changed by these people and their 
deep connection to the land. We 
must never stop resisting corrupt 
interests and stay vigilant of our 
collective abilities to effect lasting 
change in our world.

Mni wiconi
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by Ed Lyell, PhD.
Why is an important word. As 

long as you keep asking why, ex-
ploring why, entertaining multiple 
early answers, but continue to find 
other, often better answers, then 
you are alive and well. This is the 
behavior of a lifelong learner.

It is curiosity that we are 
born with. We keep asking why 
until adults around us start say-
ing “because, shut up”. We hit the 
adult’s energy or intellectual limit 
and start shutting down our poten-
tial. Those that keep asking why 
ultimately accept that some of the 
biggest issues do not give us a uni-
versally accepted answer to why. 

Keeping the curiosity, the 
quest going is the key to both a 
happy life and a productive life. 
It is also vital to learn to answer 
questions with real evidence, 
real data. Economists around the 
world have been able to prove that 
getting more money to the work-
ing class is what expands the econ-
omy. There is no trickle-down, but 
there is a multiplier impact when 
working class people get more 
money and spend it. They are the 
job creators. The US and many Eu-
ropean nations are still doing tax 
cuts to the rich, which has limited 
GDP growth to less than 2%. Cuts 
to big corporations and wealthy 

individuals have worked to make 
the rich richer, but at the expense 
of the middle class majority. More 
socialist-type economies in Swe-
den, Norway and other places 
have raised taxes on the richest, 
cut wealth disparity, and created 
twice the economic growth of the 
trickle-down countries. 

America now has a President 
who never asks why, or listens 
when people try to tell him to look 
at the evidence. The President is 
the antithesis of a learning person. 
He is a childlike personality who 
seeks adoration from others, need-
ing their emotional support. He 
seems afraid to ask why and un-
able to accept any answer beyond 
some simple phrase from his own 
dream-like view of reality. The illit-
erate, childlike, and lost seek sim-
ple answers to complex questions 
and situations. It is not necessary 
to know it all, but it is necessary 
to seek truth, to seek learning and 
to learn from other people in con-
structive dialogue. 

I am personally guided by the 
Man of la Mancha song and by con-
tinual questioning and searching 
that leads to ideas, solutions, and 
perspectives not seen by the major-
ity.  It leaves the intellectual striver 
feeling like the character described 
in Man of La Mancha: 

“And the world will be better 
for this

That one man, scorned and 
covered with scars

Still strove with his last ounce 
of courage

To reach the unreachable 
star”

As another year of school 
ends I am sad about America’s 
continuing decline in student 
achievement. I just ended 47 years 
of university teaching. It was not 
continuous teaching, since I took 
semesters away from classrooms 
to work for US Senators and Gov-
ernors and to travel to other coun-
tries and states, working on school 
reform. I had the opportunity to 
teach at many levels, from commu-
nity college to doctoral students. I 
also purposely taught at colleges 
focused on different income and 
background levels. Colorado Col-
lege has some of the smartest 
students from some of the most 
successful families in the world. 
Metropolitan State had 30-some-
thing adults starting college after 
working or divorce. The Universi-
ty of Colorado Boulder was focused 
on traditional undergraduate stu-
dents, many focused on college 
social life, not academics. For the 
last 18 years I have taught at Ad-
ams State, focused on helping low-

income rural students, many His-
panic, and most first-generation 
college students as I was. 

At each type of university I 
had both smart and “limited” stu-
dents. I observed the help or hurt 
given to students by good or bad 
high schools and early education. I 
have concluded that a family’s so-
cio-economic status is the best pre-
dictor of student success. However, 
I have also personally benefitted 
from my 2nd- and 4th-grade edu-
cated parents who made me value 
learning, and were learning along-
side me as I went to grade school. 
The household books, family dis-
cussions, and learned status of par-
ents matter a lot, yet good values 
and expectations can help the en-
tire next generation move upward 
to the very top. Schools and colleges 
need to help those from the bottom 
rise by supporting not just textbook 
learning, but the emotional quest to 
be a lifelong learner who asks, why? 
And then pursues answers from 
multiple perspectives. In this new 
information-abundant Google and 
internet age, those who keep ask-
ing can learn anything, anytime.

The expectations and quest 
for learning is vital. If one keeps 
the quest to know, to ask why, to 
seek answers with the passion of 
Don Quixote, then one learns a lot, 
can contribute more to others, and 
can enjoy life at all times in multi-
ple ways. 

Ed Lyell was Professor of Busi-
ness and Economics, Adams State 
University and can be reached at 
ehlyell@adams.edu, or on Facebook 
as dredlyell.

www.SangreD.com
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Your New Life

116 South Alder Street, Suite A
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North of the post office in 
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719.256.5800
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Lots of Lots Selling 
It ’s a Great Time to List!

New Land Listings

Vacant Land 

 SOLD

GR 1565-1567 Rocky Mountain Trail $18,000 each
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1340 Rocky Point Overlook
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SOLD!

1283 Deer Trail, Grants. Super property 
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apartment, green house, more!  $258,000
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by Matie Belle Lakish
One of my goals as a gardener 

is to grow plants that will provide 
essential nutrients for humans 
in our environment. Vitamin C is 
one of the basic nutrients that is 
hardest to acquire in our climate. 
It motivates my search for fruits 
that will survive and yield prolifi-
cally at 8000 ft. 

The weather changes this 
spring have been absolutely dizzy-
ing. Most of March and the first half 
of April featured such beautiful, 
warm weather that both humans 
and fruit trees came out of seclusion 
early. By early April, the apricot 
trees were starting to bloom, but by 
the time it seemed we might have an 
abundant early fruit crop, the tem-
peratures dipped into the low teens, 
dashing hopes for my favorite fruit. 
When the weather warmed again, 
the plums and peaches bloomed, but 
met the same end a few days later. 
As May progressed, with its alter-
nating warm sunny days and cold 
snaps, the nearly-always-reliable 
apple trees were taking an icy beat-
ing. As we move into June, which 
we can usually think of as a frost-
forgiving month, we can take stock 
and see what fruit has survived. 

In doing some on-line re-
searching, I found a chart from 
Michigan State University, called 
“Critical Spring Temperatures for 
Tree Fruit Bud Development Stag-
es”. It gives pictures of the various 
stages of fruit bud development and 
the temperatures that will likely 
kill the buds at each stage. While 
just-swelling buds can be subjected 
to freezes of about 16° and still sur-
vive, trees in flower are vulnerable 
at from 28° to 31°, if the tempera-
tures are maintained for 30 min-
utes or more. Since lows on May 19 
were about 26° in the Baca, it is iffy 
whether many fruits blooming at 
that time will become useful fruit.

There are some good Vitamin 
C sources in the native currants 
and gooseberries that grow along 
our creeks. I have planted a Yellow 
Flowering Currant in my yard, and 
I am observing its ability to with-
stand frosts. It, and some gooseber-
ries, seem to have set fruits during 
the warm spells in between the cold 
snaps; they may mature. The Ser-
viceberry, another native of which 
I have an improved variety, seems 
also to be withstanding the cold 
once the flowers have been fertilized 
by the bees and the fruit has set. 

Some early spring greens 
are also good sources of Vitamin 

C. While we are waiting for our 
early plantings of greens to get big 
enough to pick, we can benefit from 
some wild plants. One that begins 
growing early and is abundant in 
some locations in early spring is 
a Curly Dock (Rumex Crispus). I 
have a few plants in my garden for 
early spring use. Its early spring 
greens, cut into small pieces, are 
a nice touch to a salad or coleslaw. 
Dock is high in Vitamin C and it 
can be used raw or steamed when 
young, but may need to be par-
boiled if left until it becomes bit-
ter. Later in the spring it puts up 
a seed stalk with numerous seed 
heads. I cut these off because if left 
to reproduce the plants can become 
serious weeds. 

There are some wild mus-
tards that begin blooming in May, 
and can often be found around the 
garden edges. Like other plants in 
the Brassica family, they have both 
Vitamin C and Vitamin A and nu-
merous other nutrients. (See article 
Blessed Brassicas, Nov. 2016). Of 
course, this is the season for dande-
lion greens as well.

If you planted lettuce, spin-
ach, turnips, beet greens, kale, 
Chinese cabbage, or other greens 
in early May, you can begin thin-
ning those greens during June. 
Add these vitamin-rich youngsters 
to other greens until later in the 
month when you have enough for 
a salad. I always feel like having a 
little celebration when I can make 
salads with just my own garden 
greens. If you are fortunate enough 

to have a greenhouse with greens 
all winter you are a step ahead on 
nutrition. Young raw greens gener-
ally have at least 60 to 70 mg. Vita-
min C in a 1-cup serving. 

Some high-Vitamin C plants 
may have overwintered, including 
kale and parsley. These are bienni-
als which form leaves the first year 
and then produce seeds the second 
year. However, they will produce us-
able leaves before they flower. The 
leaves and flowers are great in sal-
ads and stir-fries.

If you have strawberries and 
raspberries in your garden you may 
begin to have some of these fruits 
toward the end of June. So far, it 
looks like these berries will have 

been able to tolerate the hard frosts. 
Good reason to have a diversity of 
fruits to choose from. 

I also have an Aronia bush. 
This dark purple-black berry, a na-
tive of more eastern forests and 
hardy to zone 3, has come to nutri-
tionists’ attention in the last few 
years because of its high levels of 
antioxidants. It produces berries 
that are also high in Vitamin C and 
the bush seems to be easy to grow 
here. It blooms late in the season 
along with apples, its close rela-
tive. The Russians have developed 
a huge Aronia industry to provide 
Vitamin C to their population. We 
in the mountains can take advan-
tage of it as well.

256-4252

GardenGuru
Cold mountain strategies for Vitamin C

Curly Dock (Rumex Crispus).
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Early in the morning of June 
17, 1874 according to  Price, Gibbs 
and his wife were trying to put 
out a fire set by arsonists to “lure 
them outside of their home on Gas 
Creek, exposing them like ducks 
in a carnival shooting gallery” to 
the onslaught of vigilante justice 
from the Committee of Safety. This 
incident was witnessed by Gibbs’ 
younger sister, who was visiting, 
and his infant daughter. It result-
ed in shots fired, and Harrington 
was found shot dead near the barn 
where Gibbs was attempting to 
put out the fire. Harrington was 
shot two times. His wife, Helen 
Mary, pulled Harrington’s life-
less body from the burning barn. 
Gibbs stood trial in Denver for the 
murder of Harrington and was ac-
quitted. He boldly returned to his 
homestead on Gas Creek, continu-
ing his life as usual.

Although the vigilantes were 
looking to lynch Gibbs even be-
fore his trial, some people thought 
Harrington attacked his neighbor 
first. Legend has it Harrington 
hit Gibbs with a shovel and Gibbs 
then shot Harrington in self-de-
fense. Many old timers believed 
that Gibbs and his buddies were 
part of a criminal group called 
the Regulators who were accused 
of theft, arson and cattle rustling. 
June Shaputis in Where Bodies are 
in Chaffee County says, “If cattle 
were being lost, straying stock was 
the chief problem, not rustling.” In 

fact in 1872 Lake County Commis-
sioners began a yearly roundup to 
force owners to claim their loose 
cattle or the animals would be sold 
at public auction.

When Harrington’s widow 
sought the help of the law for what 
she saw as her husband’s ambush 
death, the Lake County Sheriff 
went to serve a warrant on sus-
pect Gibbs.  The warrant was for 
assault charges as Gibbs had been 
found not guilty of murder in Den-
ver and could not be tried twice 
for the same crime. The thing was 
the Sheriff rode with a posse of 
ranchers and other Lake County 
residents who were not sworn 
deputies and many of whom were 
drunk. They were looking to lynch 
Gibbs.

On the moonlit night of Janu-
ary 22, 1875 the mob tried to set 
fire to Gibbs’ cabin, but wet logs 
foiled this plan. They then decid-
ed to rush the cabin where Gibbs 
was holed up with his pregnant 

wife, three children and a neigh-
bor woman with her child. Gibbs 
wounded two of the attackers fir-
ing his six shooter through cracks 
in the cabin’s chinking and door-
frame. One of the men Gibbs hit 
discharged his shotgun when shot 
and accidently hit his uncle stand-
ing nearby. The wounded men died 
from their wounds.

In 1875 in an attempt to re-
store law and order to the region, 
Judge Elias Dryer, a Lake County 
Probate Judge, ordered sixteen 
members of the Committee of Safe-
ty to appear in court to answer for 
their crimes. Thirty armed men 
arrived at the court in Granite on 
July 2, 1875. The armed contingent 
intimidated witnesses who then 
would not testify due to fear for life 
and limb. The Committee of Safety 
then held a “trial” themselves with 
a noose hanging over the witness 
chair. Judge Dryer was convicted 
by the Committee of Safety in a 
mock trial and shot twice in his 
own courtroom.

Dryer’s tombstone in Castle 
Rock Cedars Cemetery bears the 
following inscription “A victim of 
the murderous mob ruling in Lake 
County. I trust in God and His mer-
cy: at 8:00 o’clock I sit in the court, 
the mob have me under guard. I die 
for law, order and principle.”  

The situation did calm down, 
but the Committee of Safety con-
tinued to be a force in the up-
per Arkansas Valley through the 
1870s. What is thought to be the 
last incident in the so-called water 
wars occurred on October 3, 1881. 
Vigilante Charles Nachtrieb was 
shot to death in his Nathrop store 

by Burt Remington, a nephew of 
George Harrington. Remington es-
caped clean away and never faced 
trial for the murder.

Water wars
continued from page B-1

The old Hutchinson homestead, now 
renovated as a historic site, which can still 
be seen on the north side of Highway 50 
between Poncha Springs and Salida, CO. 
The Hutchinson family were some of the 
settlers who came to the region after the 
Brurnot agreement opened up the area 
for settlement (1874). 

Tombstone of the murdered judge Elias F. 
Dyer who was killed in his own court-
room. He was buried in Castle Rock, 
Colorado.

John Nelson Masonry
45 Years’ Experience
719-588-1034

Website: nelsonjohnt.wix.com/
john-nelson-masonry
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by Peter Anderson
Highway 17, the road I drive 

south to Alamosa, is also known 
as “The Cosmic Highway.” Why? 
UFOs I suppose. At the very least, 
alien aficionados can find each 
other on the observation deck at 
the UFO Watchtower. And then 
there’s the billboard, earth as 
seen from the moon, the great 
revelatory image of the twentieth 
century with the caption: “Good 
planets are hard to find.” I hear 
talk of strange lights that cannot 
be explained though I have never 
seen one myself. I have seen the 
occasional mirage. Vapors rising 
from our high desert wetlands cre-
ate strange illusions, like the few 
buildings in Moffat soaring into 
the sky as if part of Manhattan 
has been transplanted overnight, 
or San Antonio Peak, 100 miles to 

the south, floating above the val-
ley. Sometimes this valley is what 
it ain’t. But a mirage is usually a 
winter phenomenon, the result of 
seasonal inversions. This time of 
year, if there is anything cosmic 
here, it manifests as power line 
poles, hypnotic in their rhythmic 
passing, drawing one’s gaze to-
ward a distant vanishing point, 
or maybe into a few perilous mo-
ments of shut-eye. Be careful! You 
may be transported through time 
and space into the lane of an on-
coming semi, or like me, you may 
beam across that lane altogether, 
and wake up with the chico and 
rabbitbrush slapping at your 
bumper. At night there are ghosts, 
like the coyote you clip with your 
right fender. When you approach 
the carcass to pull it off the road, 
damned if it doesn’t rise up resur-

rected and skedaddle through a 
barbed wire fence. 

Sometimes you’re not sure 
where you are—is this Mosca or 
Hooper coming up?—or if you will 
ever get there, wherever there is. 
It’s as if the spaces between these 
little towns are elastic or maybe 
you’re just experiencing the ex-
panding nature of the universe it-
self. Will this cosmic highway ever 
end? When the moon is gone and 
you see a long straight road and 
nothing but stars up ahead, as 

if you could drive by Polaris, the 
North Star, and right up the han-
dle of the Little Dipper, you may 
decide that it really doesn’t matter

. . . you could play it either 
way. 

Peter Anderson writes about 
geographical and cultural edges 
in this column and in a new collec-
tion of flash prose and prose poems 
called Heading Home: Field Notes 
published by Conundrum Press 
(conundrum-press.com).

Dara Blumenhein  
303.709.3995 

Zillow Premier Agent 

3860 Cordial Way $139,500 
Great getaway home near 
Cottonwood Creek. Build-
er’s own home, great room 
with vaulted ceilings, quality 
craftsmanship; loft could be  
guest area.  

303 N. Indian Pipe Trail. 
$490,000 Very unique Feng 
Shui retreat built on 4 acres 
with earth changes in mind. 
3 sep living spaces, off-grid. 
Beautiful stone & tile 
throughout. Meditation Kiva 
w/stained glass.  

Shirley Motz 719.937.1691 
Top Producer 2013 
Top 1000 Trends Journal Realtors 

1474 Badger Rd. $360,000 
3BD 2BA premier custom 
built Lee Mitchell home. 
Exterior Cempo walls, 
indoor stucco, R32 insula-
tion, very energy efficient, 
open floor plan.  

24248 CR. 41-G $225,000 
Preppers, Hunters, those 
that like indoor gardening 
and seclusion-Here it is! 
This home is on 40 acres, 
completely off grid, sur-
rounded by BLM Owner 
financing available. 

3458C Enchanted Way. 
$475,000 Owner financing 
available on this income-
producing property. Includes 
main home, cottage apart-
ment, Geometric Sacred 
Space, and tons of garden 
space. 

388 Starshine Ol. $199,900 
3BA 2BA, attached garage. 
Home for large family; 
spacious rooms, vaulted 
ceilings, 6 panel doors, tiled 
floor, fenced yard, deck. 3 
lots on private cul-de-sac.  

107 E. 9th St. $159,000 
Unique home on 1.5 acres, 
4BD 2BA. Spacious living 
room with sunroom, large, 
fenced-in yard, carport. 
Adjacent shop with commer-
cial well also for sale.  

3949 Cheerful Way 
$187,500 Cheerful-Great 
builders home near Cotton-
wood creek, contemporary 
styled 2 story , oversized 
carport, mtn. views and 
balcony on 2nd story.  

3901 Rarity Way $175,000 
Motivated seller! 2BD 
1½BA. Backs to greenbelt 
& creek. Passive solar, year-
round warm earth mass 
floor. Custom kitchen. Bath-
room with garden tub, 
screened-in porch.  

2035 Lost Cave Way  
$194,900 Special little hide-
away Deltec home in Chalet 
11. Features art studio, sau-
na, beautiful little fenced 
garden & deck, all one level.  

3705 Carefree Way 
$164,000 This home in-
cludes all the extras you are 
looking for! Spacious 3 BD 
2BA, garage, greenhouse, 2 
lots, mountain views, backs 
to greenbelt, open floor plan, 
spacious bathrooms.  

250 S 2nd St. $159,500 2BD 
1BA Last century feel! Pri-
vate, mountain views. Home 
sits on 1 acre, has a deep 
well, landscaped, with new 
roof, new paint. Wood shed, 
partial fencing, woodstove.  

2024 Lost Cave Way 
$165,000 2BD/1BA with 
den/ office/extra sleeping 
area on upper level. This 
home backs to greenbelt 
with close, easy access to 
paved road.   

2664 Happy Hollow, 
$219,000  Beautiful spa-
cious home for extended 
family. Could be nice in 
law apt., on one end.  Mas-
ter Suite has 5 piece master 
bath, walk in closet. 
Karstan home, 30 yr. roof .  

SOLD 

SOLD 

31 Sunset Overlook. 
$155,000 Great home at a 
great price! Sold partially 
furnished, all appliances, 
garage, workshop, green-
house. On quiet cul-de-sac, 
within walking distance to 
town. 

SOLD 

1327 Badger Rd, $179,000 
Expansive views of the 
mountains & valley! New 
floors in most of the home, 
wood stove, lots of win-
dows, wrap porch, on 1.81 
acres.  

165 Verano Court, $39,500 
Priced for quick sale! 3BD 
2BA, open floor plan with 
wood stove. Great views, 
outdoor workshop with 
attached carport, room for a 
garden.  

Full Baca Grande maps are available for sale at our office!  

SOLD 

UNDER CONTRACT 

1659 Willow Creek 
$187,000 3BD 1BA fire-
resistant ICF home with 
gorgeous views, landscap-
ing, high efficiency hot 
water heat, solar/thermal 
shades, great lighting. Close 
to Spiritual Centers.  

661 Camino Del Rey. 
$235,000 Lovely off grid 
home, attention to detail, 
high ceilings, custom kitch-
en, excellent views, fenced 
in yard. Green house, amaz-
ing views.  

UNDER CONTRACT 

SOLD 

SOLD 

SOLD 

REDUCED REDUCED 

147 Moonlight $269,000 
Spacious 2story home back-
ing to greenbelt & creek. 
3BD with bonus room for 
office/crafts, den/playroom 
upstairs. Fireplace, ETS 
heat, soak tub, balcony. 

UNDER CONTRACT 

$267,000 1255C Eagle 
Overlook. Beautiful 2075s.f. 
2story home, 2BD 1.75BA 
on 1.77 acres, private cul-de
-sac. Energy-efficient, bright 
interior, large windows. A 
must-see!  

UNDER CONTRACT 

$150,000 505 Arrowhead 
Way. Lower level is straw-
bale. Fannie May HomePath 
property. Purchase for 3% 
down! Approved for 
HomePath Mortgage Financ-
ing. 

SOLD 

$91,000 400 Paseo Court. 
Gorgeous views! This 
would make a great retire-
ment or vacation home. 
3BD 2BA, completely re-
modeled, can sell partially 
furnished. Lots of space.  

UNDER CONTRACT 

1618 Willow Creek Way, 
$229,000 2BD home, large 
garage with poss. apt. up-
stairs. 2 levels, living room, 
den, sep kitchen. Oversized 
garage for RV or boat. New 
screened porch, views, 
fenced yard, grow dome.  

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Why experts say high-speed internet access 
matters to families & businesses

(StatePoint) In the same way 
the telephone brought new oppor-
tunities for business development 
and economic prosperity to Ameri-
ca’s heartland decades ago, experts 
say that today, expanding broad-
band to every part of the country 
will have positive impacts on all 
communities nationwide. In short: 
no matter where you live it’s impor-
tant that all Americans—including 
those in more remote areas—have 
broadband access, too.

“Broadband has replaced the 
telephone, and represents the in-
frastructure opportunity of the 21st 
century,” says Shirley Bloomfield, 
chief executive officer of NTCA-The 
Rural Broadband Association.

In 2015, the rural broadband 
industry supported nearly 70,000 
jobs, over $100 billion in e-com-
merce, and rural broadband compa-
nies contributed $24.1 billion to the 
U.S. economy through investments 
and operations, with 66% of that 
economic activity benefitting urban, 
rather than rural, communities.

While small, hometown 
broadband providers are leading 

the way in building advanced net-
works that support the Internet’s 
fastest speeds across large portions 
of rural America, a digital divide of 
availability and affordability still 
exists between the urban and rural 
parts of the country.

“To not have access to high-
speed Internet today should be un-
imaginable—as it is needed for ed-
ucation, commerce, health care and 
government services. Yet millions 
of rural Americans have limited 
or even no access to robust broad-
band,” says Bloomfield. “It is criti-
cal to deliver this service afford-
ably to the unserved, and to ensure 
those already receiving broadband 
remain served.”

Advocates at NTCA-The Ru-
ral Broadband Association say that 
the future economic health of the 
country depends on broadband, 
and it should be included in any 
broader infrastructure initiatives, 
with an emphasis on programs 
that have worked in the past and a 
focus on addressing obstacles that 
can cause delays on projects mov-
ing forward.

Wildcrafting is the process of 
harvesting plants grown in the wild.  
There are a few simple suggestions 
for doing it safely, ecologically, and 
for maximizing the potency of the 
plants.  First of all—safety.  Make 
sure to positively identify the plant 
you’re harvesting,  There are some 
notable look-alikes to local plants, 
some of which can be poisonous.  
If you’re not sure, bring an experi-
enced herbalist or botanist along to 
double check.  Secondly, make sure 
the area you’re harvesting in has 
not been sprayed with any sort of 
pesticide, and don’t harvest within 
at least 10’ of a road (car exhaust) or 
too near a trail (dog pee).  

As for ecology, always check to 
make sure someone else hasn’t al-
ready harvested in your spot.  Look 
for cut stems, missing flowers, etc.  
And if you are the first, take no 
more than 10% of the stand.  Some 
notable exceptions are, well, weeds.  
Dandelions, for instance, are al-
ready invasive and can withstand 
heavier harvesting.  Plants in the 
mint family will grow bushier with 
harvesting and so can take relin-
quishing a few more. If a plant is 
very rare or if there are only a few in 
a stand, leave it to replenish itself.  
In our dry desert climate we espe-
cially need to be aware of our plant 
populations.  

It’s always a good idea to ask 
permission to harvest the plants, 
and offer a little tobacco or corn meal 
when making the request.  If you’ve 
forgotten to bring any along, a hair 
from your head will do!  And then 
listen.  If you get a no, just know 

there’s some good reason and look 
for another spot.  The more we re-
spect the plants, the more they will 
work with us and the stronger their 
medicine will be. It’s all too common 
today, as we well know, for humans 
to take from the Earth without any 
permission, even from the humans 
who live on the land!  This is one 
way we can counteract that, and it 
counts for a lot!

If you’re planning to tincture 
the herbs fresh, be sure to use them 
right away, and if you’re planning 
to dry them, lay them out flat on a 
screen out of the sun.  In this dry cli-
mate they will dry quickly, and can 
then be garbled (the process of pick-
ing out stems and such—now that 
term alone should inspire many to 
become herbalists!) and put into pa-
per bags to allow them to dry thor-
oughly before putting them into 
sealed jars.  My husband once made 
me a fabulous multileveled drying 
rack, but unfortunately our cat re-
ally enjoyed it as a kitty hammock 
and eventually broke every level!

In the next few columns I’ll 
talk about how to make tinctures, 
oils, and other herbal preparations.  

Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 
herbalist and natural healer, also 
working with Plant Spirit Medi-
cine, Intuitive Energy Healing and 
‘The Journey’ cellular healing.  For 
an appointment call 719-937-7786 
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
The art of wildcrafting

Technology Tipster

Trifolium pratence, the red clover.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured

       
     TERRAPIN & COMPANY

http://www.rootsofhealing.com
mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net
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THEME: THE 1960s
ACROSS
1. Diamond corners
6. CA’s Santa ___ winds
9. At what time?
13. Music to a performer’s ears
14. Yes move
15. Eurasian goat-like antelope
16. *”The ____ Burnett Show”
17. Number in a pair
18. #10 Down, pl.
19. *”Beach Party” garb
21. *Kind of 1960s “invasion”
23. Tokyo, pre-1868
24. *Wilder in 1968’s “The Producers”
25. “Gross!”
28. 9th letter of Greek alphabet
30. Changes
35. High part of day
37. Narcotics agent
39. Donor recipient
40. Musical finale
41. Imprison
43. Funeral cloth
44. MC Hammer’s “Too ____ to 
Quit” album
46. Command: “At ____!”
47. Popular acronym in education
48. Attractive to look at
50. Clarified butter
52. Greek H
53. Wise old man
55. Beaver’s construction
57. *Civil Rights Act of 1964 signee
61. *Six-Day War nation
64. *Maker of “Mouse Trap” board 
game
65. Elbow rest
67. Exemplary
69. Mosquito - ____ disease
70. “The Old Man and the ____”
71. Ivy Mike, e.g.
72. Son of Aphrodite
73. Expression of doubt
74. Affirmatives

DOWN
1. *Home to “Doctor Who” starting 
in 1963
2. United ____ Emirates
3. Rani’s dress
4. Call forth
5. Forward slashes
6. ____perspirant
7. *Betty Friedan’s org.
8. Acrobat maker
9. *Beatles song on “Rubber Soul”
10. Audiophile’s praise
11. Shining armor
12. *Crosby, Stills & ____
15. Protection from a sword
20. Nary a soul
22. Ribonucleic acid
24. Waste basket contents
25. *”The Man from ____”
26. Soft and sticky
27. ____podge
29. Wild no more
31. Bests
32. Related on mother’s side
33. Find new tenant
34. *Point of origin of Alabama 
marches
36. Lack of guile
38. *Folsom State Prison visitor
42. Orchestra section
45. Disorderly fight
49. ____-tzu
51. Like a smell of soil
54. Grind teeth
56. Not yes, nor no
57. Be compatible
58. Wafting output
59. Life saver
60. Grannies
61. Allah’s cleric
62. “Iliad,” e.g.
63. Tart garnish
66. Dream time
68. *”The Munsters” network

Find the solution online at www.crestoneeagle.com/crossword

Call Nathan
256-4768

Summer Sale On all stoves and accessories
Will beat all advertised prices on any hearth product available!

Visit our Showroom!

shangrilahcolorado.com
shangrilahstove@gmail.com

HOME OF THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

COMPOST + SOIL
HYDROPONICS, ORGANIC
We sell nutrients, soil, lights, and a full stock of supplies  

to build your garden
Now Delivering!  *minimum order required 

E-mail salidahydroponicsupply@gmail.com for pricing/times.  

1242 C Street, Salida, CO  81201
(on C St. off Hwy 50 in Salida, next to the Farm Bureau)

Spring/Summer Hours:  Mon-Sat 9am-6pm.  Closed Sunday.
www.salidahydroponicsupply.com

Phone:  (719) 539-4000

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/crossword
mailto:salidahydroponicsupply@gmail.com
http://www.salidahydroponicsupply.com
mailto:shangrilahstove@gmail.com
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L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

  Nestled in the woods you can

Electrum’s Rentals
Retreat and Enjoy!!

The Hobbit House
Shamanic Healing House

Rental House Management

Call or text: 719-588-2114
globalspirit13@gmail.com

Nighly, Weekly, Monthly

Nature Lover’s B&B

 Room with bath
 Private entrance
 Quiet greenbelt location
 Continental breakfast 

719.256.5654
bonniedellegar@gmail.com

Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units
with individual bathrooms

Fully furnished kitchens
Spacious and Private

Beautiful views 
Long-term, Group, & Off-season Rates

[

[

[

[

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonerentals.net

Rest, Relax, & Reconnect!
Hourly, Nightly, Weekly
Memberships Available

10% Crestone Referral Discount
 Call or Text 720.363.1921

soulspacecolorado@gmail.com

SOUL SPACE COLORADO
SOUL SPACE COLORADO

Welcome
Baca Townhouse No. 9

505.983.1343          505.670.0194
mswingard@gmail.com

BacaTownhouse.com

Beautiful, gentle, 
relaxing setting

Two floors, two bedrooms,  
two baths

$80 each bedroom, each night

free wifi, near Desert Sage
easy walk into Crestone

Bed & Breakfast

DragonflyHouseCrestone.com

719-256-4859

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

Build a Better 
World this summer

by Suzanne McGregor
Calling all youngsters! The 

summer reading program at 
the Baca Grande Library will 
begin on Tuesday, June 6 from 
10:30-11:30 and will continue 

every Tuesday morning for eight 
weeks. The program, “Build a 
Better World” is for ages grade 
school and younger and will be 
presented by Miss Penny, our 
favorite storyteller, from the Sa-
guache Public Library.  There 
will be stories, crafts, and a read-
ing contest (with prizes!) for the 
youngsters.  There is no charge 
for the program, and registra-
tion forms are available in the li-
brary.  Drop-ins are welcome, and 
healthy snacks will be served.  
Parents are encouraged to stay 
for the program if they choose 
to do so, and older kids are wel-
comed to assist the younger ones 
who might need a helping hand.

Come into the library and 
check out our display of books that 

won the Pulitzer Prize. Some-
times these noteworthy books are 
overlooked on the shelves, and 
we want to highlight the extraor-
dinary accomplisments of these 
authors.  The Pulitzer Prize, es-
tablished by Joseph Pulitzer, a 
Hungarian-American journal-
ist, was first awarded on June 4, 
1917.  This annual prize honors 
outstanding Americans in the 
fields of print journalism, literary 
achievements amd musical com-
positions.

The library carries the fol-
lowing magazines that are on the 
shelves in the front room: Intel-
ligent Optimist, Mother Jones, 
Scientific  American  Mind,  The 
Sun, Yes!, Zone 4, Rocky Moun-
tain Gardening and Consumer 

Reports (library use only).  There 
are also donated magazines that 
can be taken for free.

The Friends of the Library 
(FOL) received a grant to offer 
free computer classes to older 
community members who are 
not “techies” and need some help 
with word processing, email-
ing, Facebook, Twitter, etc.  The 
classes are individualized so 
that you can concentrate on the 
areas that you would like to 
learn or improve upon.  If you 
are interested, please let us 
know at the library, and we will 
pass along your contact informa-
tion to the program coordinator.                                                                                                                                     
Baca Grande Library, 256-4100. 
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-5pm; 
Sat. 10am-2pm. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:globalspirit13@gmail.com
mailto:bonniedellegar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com
http://www.crestonerentals.net
mailto:soulspacecolorado@gmail.com
mailto:mswingard@gmail.com
mailto:collcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.collhouse.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Houses & Property for Sale
BUY YOUR SACRED LAND NOW 

Now is the time to make sure you have a 
place in this amazing location. Beautiful 
building lots in Chalet II. Secure your spot 
in Crestone, Colorado – this amazingly 
powerful energy vortex. 719-256-5768
Live off grid near Sand Dunes NP 

Live off grid on this beautiful 2.83 acre 
lot that is on the north border of the Sand 
Dunes National Park with greenbelt on one 
side. Perfect for a retreat with privacy and 
fantastic views! Lot #285 Grants. $12,500. 
970-884-7250

LOTS FOR SALE 
Several Exceptional Building Lots For Sale. 
Chalet I: #1480-81, 1537, 1548, 1554, 
1848-9. Chalet II: 2841, 2638-39-40, 4083, 
4200. Grants: 1210. Chuck 720-480-2066 

Houses for Rent
2 BR/2BA BEAUTIFULLY 

FURNISHED HOME 
In Grants, ETS heating, VIEWS from every 
room, soaking tub, w/ view! wifi, W/D. Pics 
& info: email madamebwolfe@gmail.com, 
505-728-0244. Rent depends on Short/
Long Term.

1BR/1BA GORGEOUS  
RETREAT HOME 

STUNNINGLY FURNISHED, VIEWS from 
every room, wood stove, passive solar, 
FAB kitchen, & SW interior colors, 
landscaped/fenced grounds/water 
feature, Private/Quiet, wifi W/D. Pics & 
info: email madamebwolfe@gmail.com, 
505-728-0244. Rent depends on Short/
Long Term Lease

Great House on Creek 
Beautiful creek and tree property on 6 ac.in 
Baca on Cottonwood Creek.FURNISHED 2 
Bdr. 1ba house 2200 sq. ft.Solar off the grid. 
Octagon great living rm, skylight, beams, hi 
ceilings,open floor plan to kitchen, granite 
island radiant heat, wood stove, peaceful 
retreat,small greenhouse. Seek responsible 
person, no smoking, or growing, pet OK 
References,lease, avail. Sept.-July $1050 
mo.plus util. larainapple@mac.com 719-
588-0777

Summer Rental 
1 or 2 Bedroom Summer Rental close 
to town beginning around June 12 for 2 
months (possibly more). $900 for 1 BR; 
$1050 for 2 BR. Plus electric. Wood floors, 
skylights, new kitchen, deck, walk to town. 
719-937-3660 taremorya@gmail.com 

Short Term Rental 
Odin’s Lair BnB. 1 bedroom, $75/night 
single, $125 double. Full bath, laundry, hot 
tub. 719-580-4094. 

2 bedroom off grid home in 
Crestone Grants 

1600 sq ft 2 bed 1.5 bath home in grants 
with large garage, greenhouse and garden 
on 3 acres. Partially furnished. No smoking 
or commercial growing,pets negotiable 
6month min lease. Jim 720 364-9610

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent
Remote and Quiet. 

Upstairs bedroom for rent on Cottonwood 
Creek in Chalet II. $35/night, $200/wk, 
$500/mo. Spectacular views, full bath, 
kitchen, W/D, hot tub, wifi, cable. Pet 
friendly. johnwall10@hotmail.com

Perfect Mountain Retreat Home 
Lovely, remodeled 2BR/2BA vacation 
rental home; full kitchen, W/D, deck, 
mountain views. Quiet, close to 
town, hiking, Pundarika stupa. www.
CrestoneGuestHouse.com. 505-204-6309 
blake.luminousjewel@gmail.com

Private and Quiet 
Room for Rent in Grants, 2nd floor, private 
entrance, great views and light, full bath, 
kitchenette, furnished with queen bed, all 
utilities incl. DISH, no smoking, no pets. 
$35/night (2 night minimum), $200/week, 
$500/month. 720-775-8630

Commercial Property for Rent
Premium Office Space 

Office space available 7/1 at Camino Baca 
Grande Professional Center. $275/month 
with 1-yr. lease. Electric, heat included. 
(719) 256-5798 or (808) 255-4046.

House Rental Wanted
Retired teacher seeks rental in 

Crestone 
Retired teacher,neat,single,no pets,no 
smoke,landscaper, gardener, good 
caretaker, seeks rental Crestone area, min 
one year lease. dmahan1574@gmail.com

Services
24/7 Virtual Assistant 

Need help with all of those time consuming 
and tedious business tasks? I will set up 
your 24/7 automatic virtual assistant to take 
care of client scheduling, billing, follow up 
and more! Starts at $10/month with a set 
up fee. www.angelaanderson.life/24-7-va

Veterans’ Benefits 
County Veteran Service Officer does 
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at 
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn 
about your benefits.

Building or Designing a Home? 
Building or Designing a Home (also 
Renovations)? www.SunPeakBuilders.
com Also, listen to my podcast on 
How2BuildGreen.com Adam Fries 970-
426-9446

Construction Assistant 
Experienced laborer available to assist on 
construction jobs. Call James Henwood @ 
719-937-3547. $15/hr. min.

SKYHAWK CONSTRUCTION 
Are you interested in energy efficient 
construction and indoor air quality? Call 
Paul for remodels or new homes. 256-
4505. paulkoppana@yahoo.com

Craig Electric Services 
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.
com

Recycling 
Bring your recyclables to the parking lot 
across the street from Aventa the first & 
third Saturdays of each month, 10am-2pm. 
Waste Free SLV will be asking $10 for the 
average household, less for small amounts, 
more for larger. 719-588-2703. 

Computer Service/Repairs 
Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop 
in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call 
Dennis 256-4110

Help Wanted
EMS Paramedic/ Captain 

POSITION AVAILABLE 
The Baca Grande Emergency Services is 
hiring for a Full Time Paramedic/Captain. 
The Baca Grande Emergency Services is 
a rapidly growing inter-facility and 911 
ambulance transport and fire company in 
Sothern Colorado. We offer competitive 
pay and full time benefits including 
vacation and health insurance. Please visit 
our website for the job description and 
application. Resumes and applications can 
be submitted to ems1admin@bacapoa.org. 
If you have questions please call, 719-256-
4171.
TWO Seasonal Utility Maintenance 

Worker Positions 
The Baca Grande Water and Sanitation 
District is seeking to fill two Seasonal 
Utility Maintenance Worker positions. The 
Seasonal Utility Maintenance Worker will 
perform manual duties and will assist with 
routine maintenance and repairs for the 
Water and Sanitation District. The position 
will start mid-May and will last 12-weeks. 
$15.00 per hour, open until filled. Please 
visit www.bacawater.com for an application 
and job description. Applications can be 
dropped off at the BGWSD office or emailed 
to info@bacawater.com

Poncha Lumber  
Insulation Supervisor 

Poncha Lumber has a full time position 
available for supervisor of insulation 
install and sales. Responsibilities will 
include insulation sales, scheduling of 
labor and materials for multiple jobsites, 
track labor and materials, and administer 
safety program. Knowledge of residential 
and commercial construction would be 
beneficial. Interested canidates can pick up 
an application at Poncha Lumber: 10021 
W. US Highway 50 in Poncha Springs or 
contact Keith at 719-539-4754.

The Trouble Shooter
Master Builder with 44 years experience  

in all phases of construction & repair

David Burrill
719-588-6961

davidburrill11@gmail.com

Photovoltaic & Hot Water Solar  
Design & Installation

Construction Consultation & Design      Building Tools Rental

Agua Solar

With the summer months 
coming up quickly, there is 
no better time to look into 

purchasing a brand new stove 
or fireplace

This month, we are offering 
a 10% discount on any new 
stove order.  Come by and ask 
about the quality brands we 

offer!

*Please see store for details 

June 1st-June 30th 2017

Don Jensen HomebuilDer
3357 Camino Del Rey, CRestone, Co 81131

 Quality CRafting 
 insuReD 

Don Jensen
owneR

• 719-849-1506
  mobile messaging
• 719-256-5735
  Home
• General Contractor
• Master Carpenter

• New Construction
• Additions
• Pop Tops
• General Framing
• Consulting
• Planning Design
• Beam Work
• Stairs
• Decks
• Window Replacements

Free Estimates • 25 Years Experience • References Available
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:madamebwolfe@gmail.com
mailto:madamebwolfe@gmail.com
mailto:larainapple@mac.com
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mailto:johnwall10@hotmail.com
http://www.CrestoneGuestHouse.com
http://www.CrestoneGuestHouse.com
mailto:blake.luminousjewel@gmail.com
mailto:dmahan1574@gmail.com
http://www.angelaanderson.life/24-7-va
http://www.SunPeakBuilders
mailto:paulkoppana@yahoo.com
mailto:ems1admin@bacapoa.org
http://www.bacawater.com
mailto:info@bacawater.com
mailto:davidburrill11@gmail.com


Moffat School looking for K-12 
principal 

Moffat School is accepting applications for 
a K-12 principal. We are seeking energetic 
candidates that are highly motivated with 
great people skills. Candidates should 
hold or be able to obtain Principal License 
through the State of Colorado. A complete 
application packet which contains a 
cover letter, resume’ and three letters of 
recommendation may be mailed to PO 
Box 428, Moffat, CO 81143 or e-mailed to 
vdrake@moffatschools.org. Salary begins 
at $57,000 depending on experience and 
education. For further information visit 
our web page at www.moffatschools.org 
or call 719-745-0500. Position open until 
filled. EOE.
Moffat School Special Ed Teacher 

Moffat School is accepting applications for 
a special education teacher. The successful 
candidate will provide education at 
both the Moffat School and the Crestone 
Charter School. Applicant must hold or be 
able to obtain a CO Teaching Certificate 
with Special Ed endorsement. Visit our 
website www.moffatschools.org or call 
719-745-0500 for further information. 
Position open until filled. EOE.

Crestone Charter School seeks 
High School Humanities Teacher 

Crestone Charter School seeks an 
inspired High School Humanities Teacher. 
Applicants will work with an innovative 
and motivated team in a school that 
emphasizes personal mastery through 
differentiated instruction, child centered 
approaches and student directed learning. 
Information at www.crestone-charter-
school.org or https://goo.gl/5jVBLI 

Poncha Lumber  
Hardware Counter Clerk 

Poncha Lumber has a part time position 
available for hardware counter clerk. 
This position is responsible for assisting 
customers at our lumber yard and home 
center. The ideal canidate will have 
computer skills, and enjoy helping people 
with their project needs. If this sounds like 
a fit for you, please pick up an application 
at Poncha Lumber: 10021 W. US Highway 
50 in Poncha Springs or contact Keith at 
719-539-4754

Massage / Acupuncturist 
/ Esthetician / Rolfer / 
Psychotherapist etc. 

INTEGRATE wellness ISO Massage 
Acupuncturist Esthetician Psychotherapist 
Rolfer in Salida, CO Rental space available 
/ Independent Contractor PT or FT. call 719 
539 2700
Part Time Seasonal Maintenance 

Assistant 
The Baca Grande POA is seeking a part 
time seasonal Maintenance Assistant. 
Must be 21 years of age with a valid 
Colorado Driver’s License. Ability to 
perform heavy manual labor under any 
type of weather conditions. Working 
knowledge of mowers and golf course 
equipment, turf watering systems and 
maintenance is desirable. Must have good 
work ethic and be responsible. Please 
visit our website (www.bacapoa.org) for 
the job description and application or 
call the office at 719-256-4171 for more 
information. 

Horse lovers opportunity 
Experienced mature healthy horse rider 
and lover. We have a beautiful big 5yr 
Arabian gelding. Gentle Needs weekly 
riding. Non smoking or any drugs.. We 
have others Arabians to ride. A great 
opportunity for three right person. Lease 
and purchase a possibility. Please call 
303-726-4509.

Be a Part of Building  
a Resilient Future 

Valley Roots Food Hub Hiring for the 2017 
Growing Season. Grow with us! Three PT 
positions – or one FT position for the 
right person. Operations Manager; Driver/
Warehouse; CSA Fresh Box Manager. INFO 
at www.valleyrootsfoodhub.com click on 
Jobs tab 

For Sale 
Construction Materials For Sale 

Yamaha YG6600 generator, brand new, 
never been used. Asking $1500 (cost 
3299). Paslode Power Master Plus framing 
nailer $150. Magnum DO4C paint sprayer. 
$150. Bostitch 2.0hp air compressor. $75. 
Rebar cutter/bender $150. ($329 new). 
Bull float w/2 aluminum handles $90. 3 
packs (16pcs per pack) of Certainteed 
insulation 3 1/2″ thick 15″ wide 93 long 
$100 total. Aurolex resilient acoustic 
metal channels. 8ft length x 16 pcs. $75. 
719-256-5036

Chest Freezer
18 cubic ft chest freezer, $75; almost-new 
firm fullsize mattress, $65. 303-656-3829

Elliptical Machine For Sale 
For Sale: 3 yrs old professional grade 
elliptical machine. $400 OBO. 256-5158 

Free
Free Manure 

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-14

  Used Appliances
         & Repairs

Aaron Anderson
719.298.1026

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

Open Mon-Fri 8-5  Sat 9-2

200 East 1st Street, Salida CO 81201    719-539-5384

Michelin Defender LTX
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Dear EarthTalk: I un-
derstand that the Trump 
administration has been 
busy pulling information 
about climate change and 
other environmental is-
sues off of the EPA’s web-
site. What kinds of infor-
mation and data are no 
longer accessible? 

—Jim Harris, Norwalk, CA

It’s no surprise that the 
Trump administration is looking 
to change course when it comes to 
federal action to mitigate climate 
change, but analysts have been 
surprised how quickly and drasti-
cally the U.S. Environmental Pro-
tection Agency (EPA) has “updat-
ed” its website to reflect the outlook 
of its new leader. The information 
purge began within just two weeks 
of Donald Trump taking office.

Researchers from the Envi-
ronmental Data and Governance 
Initiative (EDGI), a group of scien-
tists tracking federal environmen-
tal and energy websites and data, 
first noticed changes on January 
22 when a page formerly called 
“Federal Partner Collaboration” 
was updated with new content and 
renamed “EPA Adaptation Collabo-
ration.” A few days later, the EPA 
changed the content of both its “cli-
mate and water” page to reflect the 
new administration’s interest in 
freeing up real estate developers 

from onerous restrictions, and its 
“international cooperation” page 
pledging to stand with other coun-
tries in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions. Interestingly, these ear-
ly changes were made three weeks 
prior to the confirmation of notori-
ous climate change denyer Scott 
Pruitt as EPA Administrator.

The next big round of chang-
es came almost two months later 
on the eve of the People’s Climate 
March in Washington DC when the 
EPA removed several sub-pages 
under its climate section contain-
ing detailed climate data. This had 
originally been published during 
Obama’s tenure to help the public 
understand the magnitude of the 
global warming threat and to pro-
vide researchers with information 
to put into their models to predict 
how climate change will affect the 
environment and human health.

According to The Washington 
Post, one of the recently removed 
sections challenged statements 
made by Scott Pruitt, while anoth-
er provided detailed information on 
the Obama administration’s Clean 
Power Plan (a new rule which the 
Trump administration is working 
to “undo”).

Another removed section, “A 
Student’s Guide to Global Climate 
Change,” featured some 50 pages of 
content tailored to students study-
ing environment and climate, leav-
ing thousands of teachers who had 
incorporated the data into curricu-
la high and dry for the rest of the 
school year. (Luckily for teachers, 

the City of Chicago has republished 
an archived version of this section 
on its own website.)

“At a time when Americans 
are increasingly experiencing cli-
mate impacts in their daily lives, 
the administration has seemingly 
buried its head in the sand,” says 
Astrid Caldas, climate scientist at 
the non-profit Union of Concerned 
Scientists (UCS). “The facts about 
climate change have not changed, 
however, and politics are not a val-
id reason to archive basic explana-
tions of science.”

For its part, the EPA dismisses 
the critique as partisan quibbling. 
“As EPA renews its commitment to 
human health and clean air, land, 
and water, our website needs to 
reflect the views of the leadership 
of the agency,” says agency spokes-
man J.P. Freire. “We want to elimi-
nate confusion by removing outdat-
ed language first and making room 
to discuss how we’re protecting the 
environment and human health by 
partnering with states and work-
ing within the law.”

Contacts: EPA, www.epa.gov; 
EDGI, www.envirodatagov.org; 
Chicago’s EPA Climate Change 
Archive, www.cityofchicago.org/
city/en/sites/climatechange/
home.html; UCS, www.ucsusa.org.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss and is a 
registered trademark of the nonprof-
it Earth Action Network. To donate, 
visit www.earthtalk.org. Send ques-
tions to: question@earthtalk.org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
April 21 to May 20

Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip: 1.72”
Snow: 4.6” 
Measurable precipitation fell on 
10 days.
Measurable snow fell on 6 days.
Measurable rain fell on 5 days.
A trace of snow fell on 4 days
A trace of rain fell on 1 day
3 Thunderstorms occurred
Hail fell on 3 days
Total precipitation year to 
date:
Since Jan 1: 5.59”
Total snow to date:  
Since Jan 1: 52.1”
Snow Season *: 70.9”
*Snow season runs from July 1 
to June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 75.9°F on May 5
Low temp: 19.1°F on April 30
Avg. high: 61.7°F 
Avg. low: 32.6°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 70°: 7
Number of days with the low 
temperature at or below 32°: 20
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 3.5 mph  
Highest gust: 48 mph on April 29
Main direction: Out of the east at 
night, out of the southwest dur-
ing the day.

Weather summary: 
Temperatures were around 

average, while total precipi-
tation was above normal and 
snowfall was normal. We saw 
one record high and 2 record low 
temperatures. 

Outlook for June:
June is an average month 

for precipitation in the greater 
Crestone area, averaging .90” on 
average. It’s a month where we 
see a good number of thunder-
storms, often with hail. Although 
looking at past weather records 
and seeing that it has snowed 
a few times in June, it hasn’t 
snowed in the last 18 Junes. 

Temperature-wise, you 
don’t need a weatherman to 
know that it starts to get warm 
in this month. The average highs 
and lows in the first week aver-
ages 72° and 40° and by month’s 
end it warms up to an average 
high and low of 80° and 47°.

The 30-day outlook from 
the NWS for June is calling for 
average temperatures along with 
above-average precipitation.

Note: For current Crestone 
weather conditions visit Keno’s 
web site:  www.keno.org/vws.

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
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Enjoying a ride in the Baca Grande.           photo by Lori Nagel
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