
The flowering of downtown—volunteers plant 23 trees 
& hundreds of flowers in downtown Crestone

“Astounding!”
On Saturday, June 3, 2017, 

the Crestone community came to-
gether to create beauty and fellow-
ship here. That’s the day people 
planted deer-resistent perennial 
flowers in all the new flower beds 
in town. 

Over 100 people from all 
walks of our community contrib-
uted in their way to the success of 
this project. Dozens gave hundreds 
of flowers from their own gardens. 
Many, many contributed funds to 
purchase and we bought $5,000 
worth of new flowers. Weeks before 
bed-planting, volunteers (all part 

of an awesome group called “Fel-
lowship of the Flowers” created 
by Patrick Moore) dug up donated 
flowers, transplanted them and 
cared for them in the Town’s green-
house. On the morning of  June 3 
over 80 volunteers showed up with 
shovels, spades and work gloves to 
plant flowers.

The weekend before plant-
ing flowers, the Town staff  and a 
group of volunteers planted and 
fenced 23 large trees in the down-
town area.  Each of these trees was 
purchased by someone sponsoring 
a tree. Many were given in memory 
of someone. Plaques will be placed 

on the trees naming the donors or 
their loved ones. This brings an 
extra-special quality to these trees 
as they create shade and beauty for 
many years to come.  Kizzen Laki 
oversaw the tree selection, dona-
tions, purchase, and placement of 
the trees. 

Town staff, especially Gretch-
en Nelson and Andrew Martinez. 
worked hard on prepping the beds 
for trees, flowers and water lines.

Early on June 3, Brady’s West 
Nursery from Salida delivered over 
600 new flowers, and volunteers 
distributed them among the beds. 
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28 years serving the Northern San Luis Valley

Federal Judge ruled environmental analysis for DAPL 
inadequate, Army Corps must redo Lake Oahe study
A small victory for water protectors at Standing Rock

by Lisa Cyriacks
On June 14 US District Judge 

James Boasberg ruled on the third 
lawsuit filed by Standing Rock and 
the neighboring Cheyenne River 
Sioux tribe. 

In his ruling, Judge Boasberg 
ordered the US Army Corps of En-
gineers must redo its environmen-
tal analysis on sections of the pipe-
line that cross under Lake Oahe on 
the Missouri river. Although the 
current ruling allows the pipeline 
to continue to transport oil, he also 
left open the possibility that En-
ergy Transfer Partners could be 
forced to cease DAPL operations as 

a remedy for these violations.
The Standing Rock Sioux 

tribe has long argued that the pipe-
line violates rights protected in the 
Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 as 
well as the constitutional right to 
religious freedom.

Two previous legal challenges 
against the pipeline failed to halt 
the construction. The first contend-
ed that the corps failed to properly 
consult with tribes about the threat 
that construction posed to sacred 
sites in the project’s path. The sec-
ond argued that Dakota Access des-
ecrated sacred waters and violated 
Lakota religious freedom. 

This third, partially successful 
lawsuit focused on the potential en-
vironmental impacts of the pipeline 
and the US Army Corps’ failure to 
adhere to environmental law.

In December 2016, President 
Barack Obama denied permits for 
the last section of pipeline, recom-
mending further study on alterna-
tive routes to the easement that al-
lowed the pipeline to run beneath 
Lake Oahe.

Shortly after he was sworn 
in, President Donald Trump, how-
ever, ordered the Corps to issue 
the permits.

continued on page 4

continued on page 28

The Milky Way arching over the Sangre de Cristos and San Luis Valley and reflected in Spanish Creek wetland ponds. Amazing panorama photo by Peter Ismert. The Milky Way really 
is this bright on a moonless night.                                                           To see this photo in color (go see this photo in color!!!) and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

The story behind the intriguing Crestone 
ziggurat.  See story on page B-1.
 photo by Haruyuki Suzuki

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


A satisfied reader
Dear Editor:
As a frequent visitor to Cre-

stone, my first desire is to read the 
latest edition of The Crestone Eagle.

The writing, the in-depth ar-
ticles and the variety of interesting 
topics included in the paper are ex-
cellent. The Eagle far exceeds any 
other community newspaper I have 
ever come across.

How refreshing for one to turn 
the pages of a vibrant newspaper 
and to be exposed to various views 
and opinions expressed in a civil 
and interesting manner regard-
less of the reader’s position. It sure 
beats staring at some glaring com-
puter screen and having to ques-
tion the veracity of some “posting” 
or diatribe. 

The Crestone community is 
fortunate to be so well served by 
this jewel, which should be cher-
ished by all who live here and for 
those who visit.

Keep up the good work!
Ian P. Gordon
Atlanta, GA

A more loving place
Dear Editor,
Is this a community made up 

of caring, compassionate people or 
do we give just lip service to the 
word “compassion?” When we fall 
on hard times do we expect help or 
hindrance from our neighbors? 

I’d like to see true peace and 
harmony flourish here and ask why 
the bottom line seems to be more 
about “property” values rather than 
“human” values. Why did the POA 
Board eliminate the Community 
Outreach Coordinator position after 
barely two months in operation? As 
POA members we need an interface 
with the Directors and Managers 
for more transparency and account-
ability as to what is going on in our 
name. 

Let us give all our brothers 
and sisters, young and old, the re-
spect due them. These include those 
who are owner-builders, struggling 
with “compliance” issues and who 
could use a helping hand instead of 
fines. I believe we can work togeth-
er to find solutions without threats 
and the expense of litigation, to 
clear up problems of “blight” and 
other infractions. Often extenuating 
circumstances could justify issuing 
variances instead of punishment for 
breaking the rules. How about a lit-
tle “restorative justice” here? 

Rather than focusing on viola-
tions of “codes and restrictions,” why 
not better our Emergency Services, 
Water & Sanitation, Maintenance 
Department and so on, including 
support of sustainable, alternative 
building methods, utilizing recycled 
materials and safe, renewable en-
ergy production?

Think about it—in these times 
of accelerated climate change we 
owe it to the continued survival of 
future generations of our species. 
People will always make mistakes, 

but with a little patience and help 
from our friends, we can make 
changes and find remedies. That’s 
how we progress!

Thank you all for your consid-
eration and assistance in making 
this little mountain town a more 
loving place in which to live.

Sincerely,
Julie Reinhart Sutherland

Change POA quorum 
rules

To the POA Board of Directors:
I attended the Resiliency 

Conference this spring at Colorado 
College. Out of this a group called 
“Governance Action Group” formed 
that I have been part of since the 
beginning.

I am asking the Board of Di-
rectors to look into the possibility 
of making changes to our governing 
documents and by-laws to support 
our growing community’s needs for 
becoming more sustainable.

For this I would like to see a 
lowering of our quorum % to a num-
ber that allows us to make changes 
for the benefit of our whole commu-
nity.

By lowering the quorum we 
might be able to vote effectively on 
community projects like:

- Community gardens and 
composting sites

- Group solar arrays for sev-
eral homes 

- As well as multi-family 
homes or co-housing 

This would require changing 
the rule of only one home per lot. If 
lowering the quorum to make these 
changes is not an option I would like 
our POA attorney to look into find-
ing a way we can be more flexible to 
make these adjustments.

I believe these ideas for being 
more sustainable would impact our 
property values in a positive way. 

Please tell me how you/the 
Board thinks and feels about this.

Thank you,
Kirsten Schreiber, Baca 

Grande property owner

An opinion on land 
ownership

Dear Editor,
John Rowe asked for input on 

his column so I am writing to you.  
I agree with Emmy’s letter to the 
paper.  This is a private subdivi-
sion with covenants and a govern-
ing body whose major purpose is 
to preserve property values with 
the unstated goal of protecting the 
pristine, natural beauty that sur-
rounds us.

The Board had a hearing and 
acted on the recommendations pro-
posed by the EAC. The EAC’s pro-
posals were necessary to get control 
over property owners, who were 
buying what they thought were 
open-ended permits to live on and 
trash out the land with no intent 
to start building within a reason-
able time frame or to finish their 
structures.  For too long, previous 
Boards had ignored the problem, 
but the problem has become worse 
with the economy and legalization.

John’s article seems designed 
to elicit attacks against the build-
ing fees and penalties.  It takes 
money to build and that’s what 
owner/builders need to know—the 
fees are a wake-up call to the re-

sponsibility that is being assumed.  
There are other places where they 
could avoid these costs and live 
on the land however they choose.  
They and we know that.  The fees 
and penalties may not last forever.  
The abuse had to be addressed to 
cut it off.

What is the point of what 
John is doing?   The Baca is not a 
charity, though many people here 
are charitable and want to help.

Thanx, 
Alicia Mason-Miller

NHN thanks town
Dear community,
Thank you so much for your 

support. Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors garage sale on Saturday, June 
3 was a great success! Funds raised 
will help us help our neighbors in 
crisis this coming year. In these un-
certain times we want to be there 
for those in need and your generous 
support allows us to serve you.

This community was shin-
ing bright on that Saturday. Peo-
ple planting flowers downtown, the 
Saturday Market and the NHN ga-
rage sale moved some great energy 
through town. It felt great. Thanks!

Just a few of the folks who 
went out of their way to help make 
this the best garage sale ever:

NHN Board current and emer-
itus

Elephant Cloud Market, Ju-
die, Jerry, Jim, Eddie, Kizzen, Scott, 
Boone, Isaline, Jeffe, Roger, Cailien, 
Taleb, Jonathan, Matt, Enid, Tom, 
Gretchen, Richard, Michelle, Father 
Ericm, BarbaraAnd everyone who 
donated to the sale . . . love . . . bless-
ings & many, many thanks.

The NHN Board

A cautionary tale
Dear Editor,
There is the old saying that 

“All things old are new again”.   I 
discovered that this was true when 
I read the book 1984 by George Or-
well.

 Many are feeling that these 
current times are 1984 all over 
again, but I was pressed to remem-
ber a lot about Orwell’s story. Re-
alizing that I had entirely missed 
reading this book in my youth, I 
scurried to the Saguache Public 
Library and checked out the one 
copy in our system from the Baca 
Grande Library.  (Saguache has 
since obtained its own copy.)   

The book is a classic caution-
ary tale.  It was written in 1949 
and retains the power to frighten 
us today.  Its themes resonate with 
us:  the lack of individuality, the 
fearful reality of the loss of pri-
vacy combined with massive data 
collection, the winnowing down of 
conversation to abbreviations re-
flecting “Newspeak”, the concept of 
“doublethink” and the attempts to 
rewrite history, or at least to con-
ceal proven facts. 

Erich Fromm, noted psycholo-
gist, wrote an “afterword” many 
years ago in one of the books.  One 
of his statements has tremendous 
implications for today: “Orwell . . 
. is simply implying that the new 
form of managerial industrialism, 
in which man builds machines that 
act like men and develops men who 
act like machines, is conducive to 
an era of dehumanization and com-
plete alienation, in which men are 
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Editor’s Notes
To your health

Health care. What a mess. 
This summer I turned 65. Yep, 
that magical age where the Medi-
care card comes in the mail.  I’m 
so relieved to have that card. 
Health care, what a concept. 
But with all the talk about what 
a new health care bill will do or 
won’t do, I have no idea how it 
will affect me. Or my family. Or 
grandkids. Or neighbors.

Obamacare wasn’t that great 
for me, premium was too high and 
so was the deductible, but when 
I found myself in an emergency 
room a few years ago I was very 
glad to have it. It has been a life-
saver for a great many people and 
a good compromise start that a 
least tried to provide coverage.

Now I’m very concerned 
about Trumpcare. So many peo-
ple will loose health care. Wom-
en’s health care will be especially 
detrimentally affected. You know 
that’s true when a 13-man panel 
without a single woman on board 
decides who gets health care.  

From what I’ve read, it is 
designed to make the rich richer, 
the poor poorer, the middle class 
stripped of their assets and the 
elderly with less care.  And if you 
prefer “alternative” health care, 
you can forget it.

As a country, we really can 
do better than this. We have to do 
better than this.  Other countries 
do so successfully, why not Amer-
ica? Why? Big money. 

I’ve been calling Cory Gard-
ner, our Colorado Senator—you 
know, the one that gets big money 
from big money—to tell his voice 
mail to vote no on Trumpcare.  
To please work on creating af-
fordable health care for everyone. 
To take politics, parties and big 
pharma out of it and call it Peo-
ple Care.  And that’s the heart 
of it, caring about the American 
people. Let’s do this.

Wishing you all a happy 
and healthy 4th of July. 

—Kizzen
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transformed into things and be-
come appendices to the process of 
production and consumption.”

If you have not read 1984, do 
so.  If you read it long ago, give it 
another go.  You can find it at your 
local library.   

Kathy Geddes
Northern Saguache County 

Library District Board Member

Thank you, CCS 
families & volunteers

The Crestone Charter School 
is so proud of the way that our 
families, community members, and 
teachers work together to weave 
a unique and wonderful learning 
experience for our children! CCS 
would like to extend its sincere 
gratitude to all of the families and 
community members who decided 
to get involved as volunteers dur-
ing the 2016-17 school year. 

Our volunteers contribute in 
so many ways: helping students in 
the classroom, keeping the campus 
clean, providing food for fundrais-
ers and other events, chaperoning 
school learning adventures, and so 
much more. 

Together, we set a new record 
of 1,796 recorded volunteer hours 
for the school year . . . and this 
doesn’t even include all of the “un-
official” volunteer activities that 
went unrecorded! So we have a lot 
to be proud of, and a very strong 
foundation of community support 
to keep building on. Although we 

can’t possibly thank each and every 
person who made a positive contri-
bution this year, we would like to 
give special recognition to our top 
five volunteers: Vesper Gers, Mary 
Benavidez, Carl Cole, Wade Propst, 
and Hillary Semanski. Together, 
they generously gave hundreds of 
hours of their personal time so that 
our students would have opportu-
nities to travel with their classes, 
participate in sports, ski and snow-
board, excel in their academic 
work, and more. Thank you for all 
you do!  

—Crestone Charter School
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Margot Williams
Longtime Crestone resi-

dent Margot Williams died 
on June 22. Friends gathered 
June 28 for her cremation 
at the CEOLP pyre and cel-
ebrated he life in a pot-luck 
that followed. An obituary 
will be printed in the August 
issue. Margot will be greatly 
missed.

Shown here with her 
partner Tedd Brumm. Photo 
by River Burt who captured 
this magical moment.

Alan Jay London
April 26, 1940-May 22, 2017

Longtime Crestone resi-
dent Alan London passed away 
in southern California on a va-
cation where he had a heart 
attack. He is survived by Julie 
Kove, his partner of 23 years 
and her children Seth and Jo-
hanna and their families. He 
outlived both his grandfather 
and father by 30+ years. They 
both died of heart attacks.

Alan lived a full, adven-
turesome life. He was a dy-
namic, intelligent man with 
a big sense of humor. He first 
came to Crestone in 1992 to 
help his good friends Ed and 
Robin Rosenberg to build their 
house. He fell in love with Cre-
stone and moved here in 1993. 
In 1998, with co-builder Tim 
Brenner, Alan built a beauti-
ful passive solar house, bermed 
into the earth on a sand hill. He 
and Julie have lived there for 
17 years, since 2000.

Alan was multi-talented, 
an entrepreneur, from Electri-
cal Engineer to a PhD in Busi-
ness Management. He ran a 
successful artificial flower busi-
ness in Boston, taught business, 
was a career counselor and was 
a mate on a salmon-fishing 
boat, among other things.

The last four years his 
body had many problems and 
was not well. Now he is resting 
in peace and love, and journey-
ing in the Spiritual Realm.

Anna Louise B. Stewart

Providing Heart  Centered Care  
in Crestone  since 2004

Specialty in the Abdomen, LMT, LCT

• Core Chi Transformation
Formerly Chi Nei Tsang
Energetic Clearing & Abdominal Unwinding

970.290.7710    AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
AnnaLouise.love
CoreChiTransformation.com

• Therapeutic Bodywork
Search & Rescue of Tension in the Body

(5pm)

719.298.0360

Yoga~Chi @ Everson Ranch
9am Sundays $15

Local Brunch to follow

Yoga w Cynthia
5pm Tuesdays @ Joyful Journey

CynthiaNielsen@Olt.org

A new secure path for the Crestone Eagle
Non-profit being formed to take the helm

An exciting process is under-
way to have the Crestone Eagle 
become a community non-profit 
organization. Long-time Baca 
property owner and part-time res-
ident Frank Judson is the project 
manager. He is leading the estab-
lishment of a Colorado non-profit 
in order to purchase the Crestone 
Eagle. Frank has been a fan of the 
Eagle for many years and wants 
to see it continue “as an excellent 
community newspaper”. A local 
board of directors would be formed 
and a managing editor hired to 
run the paper. This would give lo-
cal guidance and support to the 
Eagle, and allow it to continue to 
report on local news, events, envi-
ronmental issues, our spiritual 
centers and would highlight the 
many great aspects of the greater 
Crestone community. 

The Crestone Eagle Colo-
rado Non-profit would provide 
long-term financial support in a 
time when many newspapers are 
struggling. 

Judson, who wants to “Save 
the Eagle!”, will provide some of 
the purchase funding and is seek-
ing other community members to 
donate to the non-profit to pur-
chase The Crestone Eagle. He is 
also seeking sustaining members 
to provide financial support for 
the long term.

Judson is in the process of 
forming the board of directors 
and is asking for letters of inter-
est from community members who 
would like to serve on the board.  
He stresses that The Crestone Ea-
gle in many ways belongs to us all 

and is a community resource we 
don’t want to lose. As a non-profit, 
it will be able to continue to serve 
the community.

Frank Judson asks that you 
contact him at franknjudson@
comcast.net (please put “Saving 
the Eagle” in the subject line), or 
write to him at 662 Josephine, 
Denver, CO 80206.

Publisher Kizzen Laki is 
strongly in support of the com-
munity non-profit and thinks this 
would be a good match for the 
newspaper. So much of the content 
in the paper is already donated 
by people wanting to share their 
writing and experiences with the 
greater readership. And the Eagle 
donates a great deal of space to 
support and promote local organi-
zations and events. 

If the non-profit is able to 
purchase the paper, Kizzen will 
continue to work for the “new Ea-
gle” for a period of time to make 
for a smooth and successful tran-
sition. She says “There are some 
fine examples of non-profit publi-
cations, such as the High Country 
News that are able to provide in-
depth reporting they couldn’t do 
as a for-profit. Having an influx of 
financial support would allow the 
Eagle to expand its website pres-
ence and reporting and make sure 
that the Eagle continues to fly.” 

The Crestone Eagle has been 
in business for 28 years. It is the 
longest-running business in Cre-
stone.  It makes Crestone visible!

Your support for the Crestone 
Eagle is greatly appreciated.

mailto:CynthiaNielsen@Olt.org
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
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Standing Rock
continued from page 1

Energy Transfer Partners, the 
company developing the pipeline, 
completed the construction linking 
the two ends of the pipeline. Oil 
started flowing earlier in June.

Counter-terrorism tactics
In late May, the investigative-

news website, The Intercept, pub-
lished documents revealing how a 
shadowy, international mercenary 
and security firm known as Tiger-
Swan was hired by Energy Transfer 
Partners not only to stifle opposition 
but also to infiltrate and discredit 
the DAPL opposition movement.

Documents reveal that inter-
nal TigerSwan communications de-
scribed the movement as “an ideo-
logically driven insurgency with a 
strong religious component” and 
compare the anti-pipeline water 
protectors to jihadist fighters.

The Intercept obtained docu-
ments that reveal the efforts of law 
enforcement and private security 
contractors to stakeout DAPL op-
ponents between October and De-
cember 2016. This timeframe also 
saw growing national attention to 
reports of law enforcement’s often 
brutal response to the demonstra-
tors as the number of water pro-
tectors living in the camps grew to 
roughly 10,000.

The Intercept’s published on-
line exclusive report details Tiger-
Swan’s sweeping enterprise, covering 
nine months and five states.  Activ-
ists were monitored through aerial 
technology, social media monitoring, 
and direct infiltration. A propaganda 
campaign was also launched in an at-
tempt to shift public opinion

The company, made up largely 
of special operations military veter-
ans, was formed during the war in 
Iraq. Energy Transfer Partners hired 
the global security firm to suppress 
the indigenous-led movement cen-
tered on protection of water. Leaked 
situation reports indicate that dur-
ing the company’s first weeks work-
ing on the pipeline, TigerSwan oper-
atives met with law enforcement in 
Iowa and North Dakota.

As the water protector move-
ment expanded from North Dakota 
to other states, so did the surveil-
lance. A report dated March 29, 
for instance, points to a meeting 
between TigerSwan and “the Des 
Moines Field Office of the FBI, with 
the Omaha and Sioux Falls offices 
joining by conference call. Also in 
attendance were representatives 
of the Joint Terrorism Task Force, 
Department of Homeland Security, 

Iowa Department of Emergency 
Services, Iowa Department of Home-
land Security and Iowa Department 
of Wildlife. Topics covered included 
the current threat assessment of the 
pipeline, the layout of current secu-
rity assets and persons of interest. 

As state legislatures around 
the country pass laws criminalizing 
protest and policing continues to be 
militarized, the fact that a private 
security firm retained by a Fortune 
500 oil and gas company coordinated 
its efforts with local, state, and fed-
eral law enforcement to undermine 
the protest movement has profound-
ly anti-democratic implications.

The pipeline became a rallying 
point for both climate activists and 
indigenous civil-rights advocates 
in April of last year, as thousands 
of people—many of them Native 
Americans—gathered on the Stand-
ing Rock reservation to protest 
and physically obstruct the pipe-
line’s construction. By late Octo-
ber, Standing Rock had become the 
largest Native protest in the United 
States with the highest profile in 
four decades.

“We applaud the courts for 
protecting our laws and regulations 
from undue political influence and 
will ask the court to shut down pipe-
line operations immediately,” said 
Dave Archambault, III, chairman of 
the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe in a 
publicly released statement.

This victory has significant 
implications for the future of en-
ergy infrastructure and the climate, 
demonstrating that indigenous 
movements can potentially provide 
significant aid in the defense of the 
planet and its people against large 
oil and gas corporations.

Saguache County crime report
by Mary Lowers
As we all know wishing don’t make it so . . . but for reasons unknown 

people keep failing to show up for court dates in Saguache County which 
will land you in jail with additional fines and bail fees. This past month 
an Alamosa woman, 23, was jailed on failure to appear charges with $150 
bail.  A Sterling man, 22, was jailed with $500 bail for failure to appear. A 
homeless man, 40, from Center went to jail on two failure to appear charg-
es. His bail was listed as $2,150. An Alamosa woman, 35, was jailed on 
two charges of failure to appear along with a third degree assault charge 
with no bail listed. A Center man, 47, was jailed with bail set at $250 for 
failing to appear. Bail of $400 would get a Moffat man, 24, out of jail on 
failure to appear charges.

An Alamosa man, 23, was jailed for charges including violation of 
a restraining order and possession of a dangerous or illegal weapon. His 
bail amount was $1,000. A Baca man, 32, went to jail on violation of a re-
straining order charges and his bail was set at $1,000. Charges of second 
degree burglary, two count of violation of a restraining order and violation 
of custody landed a Clifton man, 25, in jail with $25,000 bail.

A Center man, 18, sat in jail on charges of second degree burglary 
with $10,000 bail listed. A homeless man, 24, from Aurora was jailed for 
charges of second degree burglary, theft, criminal mischief, and first de-
gree trespass. His bail was set at $25,000. 

Poor choices in early summer partying landed an Alamosa man, 19, 
in jail with no bail listed on charges including: DUI, excessive alcohol 
content, driving without a valid license, reckless driving and no evidence 
of insurance. Let it not be said that alcohol does not impair one’s judg-
ment. A Thornton man, 26, who was stopped by deputies going 85mph in 
a 65mph zone, it turns out had a revoked license, and was tagged as an 
habitual offender. He was booked into the county jail with $10,000 bail. A 
Center woman, 38, was jailed on contempt of court charges with $500 bail.

Fraud watch: Beware Medicare scams
A major scamming effort is un-

derway targeting Medicare recipi-
ents and those eligible for services.    

The attack is being mounted 
on three fronts—mail, phone and 
internet, and includes multiple tac-
tics. Telephone and email scams 
focus on the upcoming changes to 
Medicare accounts.  In 2018, Social 
Security numbers will be dropped 
from the cards and replaced with 
numbers unique to Medicare.  
Fraudulent emails and calls focus 
on this change by requesting verifi-
cation of current Medicare numbers 

as part of the process.
Medicare and Social Security 

do not use phone calls or email to 
communicate.  Letters are sent for 
this purpose and contain secure con-
tact information for inquiries.  Any 
calls or emails requesting Medicare 
numbers are scams!

 Contact appropriate authori-
ties who deal with Medicare Fraud:  
Medicare at 1-800-633-4227 or your 
local SMP (Senior Medical Patrol) 
at South Central Colorado Seniors, 
719-589-4511.

Traditional Style Henna
G

by appointment

All Natural
lasts up to 2 weeks

G

G

Shoshannah Asha
719.937.3547

G

A Unique Crestone  
Rejuvenation Experience

Ayurveda’s Best Kept Healing & Beauty Secret - the Kansa Wand

creating:
•	 healthy - body
•	 happy - mind
•	 inspired - spirit

includes:
•	 Light Energy Therapy
•	 Tibetan Marma Sequences
•	 Ayurvedic Skin Care -  

beauty from the inside out

The Crestone Oasis
TheCrestoneOasis@yahoo.com                               719.256.5445 

Call for free consultation

Licensed Aesthetician, Kairina Danforth

Crestone Man Jailed on Rape Charges
by Mary Lowers
According to a press release from the Saguache County Sheriff ’s Of-

fice (SCSO) Anthony Traves Smith of Crestone was taken into custody June 
24 on rape charges. Deputy Wayne Clark of the SCSO took a report from a 
Saguache County woman which gave the deputy sufficient evidence to call 
in Saguache County victim advocate, Ellen Cox who assisted the victim  and 
took her to a medical facility for an examination. When Deputy Clark con-
tacted Smith he told the deputy that he “had a few drinks” the night the 
alleged sexual assault occurred. Smith was transported to the Saguache 
County Jail where he was booked on rape charges. His bail is set at $50,000 
cash/surety. He was scheduled to appear in county court on June 28.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:TheCrestoneOasis@yahoo.com
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by Sandia Belgrade
Speeding is taking a toll
The fast pace of life is quick-

ening in our rural county, and 
speeding is affecting more than 
humans. Several county residents 
came before the Commissioners to 
express their concerns about the 
increase in speeding on their roads. 
Residents along 53 and G are see-
ing quite a bit of fast moving traffic 
and are fearful for the children. On 
48x or Cemetery Road coming into 
Saguache, livestock have been hit. 
Worried residents are requesting a 
signage change to 25 mph north-
bound into Saguache. As more peo-
ple leave the big cities where speed 
is often determined by traffic and 
weather, they need to realize that 
other factors apply here such as 
livestock, deer and other wildlife. 

More on roads: access fees 
A road access fee is paid 

by businesses to County Road & 
Bridge for access into a public road 
or highway from a driveway or pri-
vate road—unless it is a major high-
way such as 285 or 17 and then the 
access fee is paid to the state. Access 
fees are applied to all businesses, 
solar companies as well as marijua-
na growers. According to Rhiannon 
Curry of Road and Bridge, for open 
grows or outdoor grows it would be 
a charge of $0.10 per square foot. 
For a soft structure such as a hoop 
house, it would be $0.25 per square 
foot. For a hard warehouse type 
structure, it would be $0.50 per 
square foot. There is a document 
called a permit release on the Coun-
ty website that covers the fee struc-
tures. However, according to Randal 
Arredondo, Road & Bridge Supervi-
sor, many cultivators are ignoring 
the invoices for access fees which 
could put their conditional use per-
mits (CUP) in jeopardy. Wendi Maez 
will issue a form letter as a friendly 
reminder and the access fees will 
be clearly stated in the application 
part of the CUP. 

Crestone kiosk a complex 
issue

The kiosk at the entrance to 
Crestone and the Baca has opened 
a lively debate. Desiree Marceau, 
owner of Gracie’s Farmstead Bak-
ery, requested that she be able to 
place her tiny home on skids at 
the kiosk. She would bake from it, 
requiring water and electricity. A 
complex set of issues has emerged. 
There is clarity needed on the in-
frastructure. The kiosk is located 
in an unincorporated part of the 
county. Since it is not in the water 
district, according to some, Baca 
Water cannot service it since water 
cannot leave the district. Sewerage 
is up to the Town. Other questions 
need to be sorted out. If improve-
ments are needed, who pays?  Can 
the County authorize the use of the 
kiosk for a private business? Does 
it mean entering into a lease? Does 
the County want to be a landlord? 
Does the County act as fiscal agent?  
What about business insurance and 

liability? If the County says yes to 
her, it opens the gates to others 

and may involve zoning. Usage 
in this small rural communi-
ty serves many regardless of 

whether they come once or 
weekly. The County has 

to consider fairness to 
other vendors or resi-
dents who might be 
there for a yard sale. 
For the time being, De-

siree can be there temporarily with 
no utilities. In the meantime, she 
will be talking with others to study 
the issue. CABA, the Crestone Area 
Business Alliance, has been work-
ing on plans for the kiosk, and will 
undoubtedly meet with her. What-
ever the outcome, the BOCC will be 
setting a precedent when it estab-
lishes a clarifying policy.

BOCC approves purchase 
of recording system 

After several months of re-
search and public input, the Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
has finally agreed on an audio sys-
tem to record meetings. The expec-
tation of transparency as well as 
the freedom of information laws 
require recordings. Significantly, 
this last June Governor John Hick-
enlooper signed a bill that modern-
izes the Colorado Open Records 
Act by clarifying the public’s right 
to copies of digital public records in 
sortable formats. Therefore, some 
equipment suggestions made ear-
lier this year would not have been 
in compliance. The bidding process 
brought in a bid at $9,000 which, 
given the County budget restraints, 
was not feasible. Pete Van Horn, 
whose company is Camino Del Rey, 
has experience recording sound at 
major events and has worked with 
online recording. He submitted 
a proposal for a system at $3,000 
including installation. The Denton 
DN-700R recorder system is port-
able and has six different speak-
ers which can record 6 inputs at 
the same time well enough to dis-
tinguish voices. Up to 10 hours of 
recordings can be downloaded to a 
thumb drive or an SD memory card 
and files can be archived or put on 
the web. Lyn Lambert, County Co-
Administrator, said the system will 
be paid out of the County’s fund 
balance.

Coming down to the wire
David Daboll, Public Health 

Director, reported that his depart-
ment was in need of updated tech-
nology. The old computer doesn’t 
support programs that the depart-
ment needs. Decisions must be 
made regarding a new server, a new 
computer or an external hard drive. 
Their old software is out of warran-
ty. The nursing office doesn’t have a 
phone line. The Blazer needs main-
tenance. Putting employees out 
in an old vehicle may not be safe, 
and Jason Anderson said it might 
be better to get the department a 
newer vehicle. The department has 
money to use, but decisions have 
been left to the last moment before 
the fiscal year ends.

Veteran Services receives 
grant

Jim Sheeran, the County’s 
Veteran Services Officer, announced 
that the department has received a 
Veteran’s Assistance Service Grant 
for over $2,000. There is no contract 
yet, but when the funding is official 
they can provide vouchers to vets 
for food and gas. At present he is 

serving between five and fifteen 
vets. Sheeran will advertise the 
grant to reach more vets with this 
assistance. There is still the need 
for signage for the Veteran Services 
office which Road and Bridge says 
it will provide.

Housing efforts
Evan Samora, Director of 

Public Housing for the County, is 
pursuing a third property for pub-
lic housing in Crestone. This is 
forward-looking because not only is 
housing difficult in our county, but 
according a report in the Denver 
Post, there is nowhere in this coun-
try where someone working a full-
time minimum wage job can afford 
to rent a two-bedroom apartment, 
illustrating the gap between wages 
and the cost of rental housing.

Senior housing
Ron Southard, an architec-

tural engineer in Buena Vista, 
came with a subdivision exemp-
tion request. He represents John 
Byron Williams who wants to do-
nate 10 acres of his land to a Val-
ley Care Center outside the town of 
Saguache that will provide respite 
care. Southard, who is providing 
pro bono services, said the Plan-
ning Commission, which approved 
it, had questions about water. Since 
part of the facility’s therapy will be 
gardening and working outdoors, 
they may need a cistern or have 
to truck water in or seek an aban-
doned well which State statutes 
says can be relocated. Sixty per-
cent of Colorado’s population will 
hit 65 in 5 years, so this is a needed 
service. Jason thanked Williams 
for willingness to use land for pub-
lic community good. In Crestone, 
Living Wisdom is also working to-
wards obtaining senior housing.

Reigel subdivision 
The BOCC decided to approve 

the subdividing of the Reigel sub-
division and were well within their 
legal capacity to do so. However, 
not one neighbor was in favor of 
it, not even the Planning Commis-
sion. It left many people wondering 
what was the point of neighbors 
expressing concerns about water or 
the impact of more people in their 
neighborhood or traffic. Ed Nagel 
came to the first meeting in June 
to express his objection to the deci-
sion. He questioned if they took the 
Planning Commission seriously or 
if they could just turn a deaf ear 
on those they represent. He didn’t 
understand why the BOCC asked 
neighbors and then ignored their 
comments and those of the Plan-

ning Commission. Commissioner 
Tim Lovato said his site visit and 
the fact that he was told it would 
stay in the family and have limited 
wells supported his decision.

Forest plan revision 
Scott Armentrout of the Gun-

nison National Forest discussed 
the need for a revision of their For-
est Plan. The Gunnison National 
Forest runs through a part of Sa-
guache County. The old plan has 
been in place since 1983, over 30 
years ago, before many present-
day users of the forest were born 
and before there were ATVs or cell 
phones. Many recent social and eco-
system changes must be addressed. 
The next plan must be written 
for the future requiring users of 
the forest to imagine what a plan 
should look like in 2050. The first 
phase is assessment. To be success-
ful the assessment needs County 
involvement through meetings or 
an online format to engage primary 
stakeholders in our county so it is 
relevant to them. The revised plan 
will also have to take into account 
the 73% cut to the National Forest 
Service proposed under President 
Trump’s budget, which will have a 
strong impact. Armentrout noted 
there are never enough resources 
but felt positive about meeting 
their priorities. He offered no sure-
ty about PILT or SRS.

4-H members, mostly from 
Center, showed up to express their 
thanks for County support. They 
reported on their work with pigs, 
steers, and other agricultural ef-
forts. The support of the County is 
invaluable to youth. 

The Steel Horse Grill in Villa 
Grove requested a conditional use 
modification as they are changing 
from a commercial to a residential 
structure. Many folks will miss the 
restaurant, but it points to the dif-
ficulty of maintaining a restaurant 
in our area, especially during the 
winter. 

Happy Fourth of July !

Saguache 
  County 
   News

Just when I thought that all the deer were in the high mountains, I spotted this doe 
feasting on our abundance of yucca blossoms this year.  Such a treat! 
 photo by Kate Steichen

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

http://www.thelightchamber.com
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POA report: Just another  
very good meeting

by Earl W. Sutherland
The Board of Directors of the 

Baca Grande Property Owners As-
sociation (POA) held a regularly 
scheduled meeting on June 15, 
attended by all five directors, Bill 
Strathern being able to return af-
ter a several months absence due 
to illness. An active group of some 
twenty members were present for 
the public portion of the meeting, 
which ran from a little after 7pm 
until nearly 9:30. The closed part 
of the meeting included  personnel 
and legal matters and an account 
payment plan. In actions taken 
outside of any meeting it was de-
termined to charge CRESTFEST 
$750 for use of the golf course 
during the annual musical event 
sponsored there. Reportedly this 
is the amount attributable to the 
services of the POA maintenance 
workers.

Perhaps a propos of the per-
sonnel matter discussed in the 
executive session was the board’s 
report that a Pamela Ramadei-
mediated session involving the 
Ambulance Service director, Dar-
rick Garcia and the POA Board, 
planned at the 5/15 board meeting, 
was held, but it was described by 
Director Dossenback as generat-
ing no specific results. The media-
tion-prompting event followed last 
month’s expressions of concern by 
several POA members that insuf-
ficient professional coverage was 
being provided under Mr. Garcia. 
Later in tonight’s meeting Mr. 
Garcia reported that two of the 
volunteers for the Fire Depart-
ment had recently attained basic 
Emergency Medical Training sta-
tus. Moreover, it was reported also 
that an Advanced Life Support-
certified person (that is, someone 
who could administer possibly 
life-saving drugs) was coming on 
board. These supplements are cer-
tainly in a good direction, likely 
bolstering community confidence 
in the security of our emergency 
health services.

Shawn Hollmer of Mainte-
nance amplified the process ena-
bling residents to cut and gather 
firewood on community greenbelts. 
Only downed or designated stand-
ing dead trees can be culled and all 
waste (slash) must be removed. The 
wood obtained must be for personal 
use only within the Baca Grande 
and may not be sold. The question 
of vehicular access was not squarely 
addressed, but seems prohibited. 
Permits and further information are 
available through the Maintenance 
Administrator at the POA office.

Tad Crawford of the Fire 
Department and Daniel S. John-
son presented information on the 
training of volunteers in fire miti-
gation and fire mitigation projects. 
These services are provided by 
Mr. Johnson’s “Firewise” program, 
which has been funded by grants. 
The Firewise program is aimed 
at improving the survivability of 
residences in case of fire and con-
cerns mitigation within 200 feet of 
a home. In addition, further ideas 
elaborating and perhaps modify-
ing the Maintenance Department’s 
views of removing dead wood from 
our greenbelts were put forward. 
Vehicular access is necessary. Fire 
department (VFD) crews should 
remove standing dead trees and 
materials in the streams. Insofar 
as the overall process is very ex-
pensive ($200 per acre or $280,000 
total), in a setting of few available 
grant-funds, citizens should be in-
volved. Community citizens would 
be under supervision and road 
access to sites would be marked 
and controlled by VFD personnel. 
These important (and dare I say, 
burning) issues and ideas will be  
explored at a Town Hall meeting 
on June 29 with panel attendees 
from federal, state, county and 
POA emergency services (health 
and fire). I expect the proceedings 
will be published in the Eagle.

Volunteers for the Nominat-
ing Committee were announced: 
Paki Wright, John Wall, and Sug-
andha Brooks. In addition, the 
election timeline for this year, cul-
minating in the Annual Members 
Meeting on October 19, was made 
available. An important date here 
is August 15, when all candidates’ 
applications must be received. The 
election will be for one opening on 
the Board of Directors.

Ryan Van Meter presented 
his intriguing ideas, “A proposal 
for a new framework to help us 
build our model community”. The 
context for this is his hope to de-
sign and implement a new and 
improved POA website to replace 
the existing one, which can be ob-
served to be not so good. He be-
lieves that technology can help us 
develop a “smart community”, one 
of informed communicators. There 
is much more to see and hear from 
this well-spoken and energetic 
fellow member of our community. 
Stay tuned.

So ended an evening of wise 
and orderly deliberation by the 
community on some important 
and interesting issues.

CALL FOR CANDIDATES
For the October 19, 2017 Board of Directors Election

There will be one (1) vacancy  
on the Board of Directors of the POA this fall.  

Any Member in Good Standing is eligible to become a candidate.  
There are two ways that a candidate may be qualified to run for a 

Director position.
1.     Submit an application through the Nominating Committee.  

Please contact the POA Office to obtain a Candidate Packet.
2.     Obtain a petition with twenty-five (25) signatures of Members 

in Good Standing; petitions must be submitted to the Board of 
Directors sixty-five (65) days prior to the annual election and 

vetted by the POA Office prior to that date.
The date of the election and Annual Members’ Meeting is 

Thursday, October 19, 2017.
Interested Candidates must submit their materials to the 

Nominating Committee through the POA Office by 5:00 pm on 
Tuesday, August 15, 2017.

Please call POA Office with any questions, 719-256-4171.

CALL FOR ELECTION TELLERS
For the October 19, 2017 Board of Directors Election

The Baca Grande POA is looking for at least two (2) Tellers to count 
ballots for this year’s Board of Director’s election. If interested, 

please contact the POA office for more information.
719-256-4171 or email: info@bacapoa.org.

The deadline for interested candidates is September 11, 2017.

POA NEWS
The what, the how, & 

the why of  the BGPOA
(in brief)

by the Baca Grande 
Property Owners Ass’n
First, a quick snap shot of 

the Baca Grande Property Own-
ers Association.  It is vast and 
diverse both in size and popula-
tion.  It is 12,000 acres (18.75 
sq miles), has 88 miles of roads, 
amenities which include three 
parks (with three playgrounds), 
two tennis courts, horseback 
riding stables, a sixteen-space 
campground, and a nine-hole 
golf course.

There are close to 3,500 lots, 
approximately 920 have homes 
on them.  Most, approximately 
80% of the members, i.e., prop-
erty owners, do not live here.

For most, the two obvi-
ous benefits to the members are 
Emergency Services (Ambulance 
and Fire) and road maintenance. 
Emergency Services staff and vol-
unteers now have the opportunity 
to be crossed trained for both fire 
and ambulance, giving the com-
munity better coverage and more 
flexibility.  Transfers (made from 
local hospitals to other facilities) 
will enable the department to be 
financially self-sustaining.  The 
maintenance department is ac-
quiring much-needed equipment 
to maintain and plow our roads.

With these two benefits in 
mind, it is important to also state 
that the Board is directed in the 
By-laws to “preserve, protect and 
enhance property values.”  This is 
something intrinsic to POA/HOAs 
that local governments don’t nec-
essarily do.  These are just some of 
the benefits of being a POA:  Well 
maintained amenities, policies 
that support our directive for pre-

serving, protecting, and enhanc-
ing property values; and most 
importantly, community.  We can 
have much more impact as a “we” 
rather than a “me.”

In looking to the future, the 
POA (meaning all of the mem-
bers) have to look to how we 
want our growth to be sustain-
able and beneficial while keep-
ing the qualities that so many 
of us invested in property and/or 
moved here for.  How many lots 
should be available to be built/
lived on?  How do we achieve that 
number? What would be the ex-
pected assessments in the future, 
with “x” amount of lots?  Is there 
another way for the POA to add 
to its funds? To change our By-
Laws we need a quorum, about 
1,500 votes.  In the last election 
only about 900 members voted.  
It’s a long haul to change our By-
Laws.  Not only figuring out what 
the POA wants those By-Laws to 
include, but then to get enough 
members to vote to meet our quo-
rum requirements.

We already have in place a 
system/institution/organization 
and yes, guidelines/understand-
ings, i.e., the By-Laws and Cov-
enants, that members agreed to 
when purchasing property here, to 
be able to help implement where 
this POA is heading.  We must re-
member we are the POA. 

Now is the time to work 
together, looking to where this 
POA wants to go.

Look for future articles about 
Land Use and the duties and obli-
gations of the Board of Directors 
and let us know if there are topics 
you’d like clarified/addressed.

BOARDING ~ LESSONS ~ TRAIL RIDES

(719) 256-6200

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@bacapoa.org
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by Allyson Ransom, 
Crestone Town Clerk
June 10 Board of Trustees 

meeting
The meeting was called to order 

at 1:33pm and adjourned at 9:56pm. 
Presentations
Sarah Koehn, speaking on 

behalf of the Northern Saguache 
County Library District, presented 
the District’s proposal to purchase 
one and one half acres of land off 
of E. Lime Ave. within Tract 1 for 
building a library. Board discussion 
followed, including the importance 
of completing the Master Plan for 
Tract 1 before making any decisions. 
Mrs. Koehn stated that the NSCLD 
looked forward to becoming part of 
a larger, planned group project. At-
torney Farish advised the trustees to 
have an appraisal completed for the 
property and create a Memorandum 
of Understanding initially to show 
that the Board is in support of hav-
ing a library built on the property. 

Benjamin Byer reported on Cot-
tonwood, LLC’s previous plan to re-
locate old gas tanks and pumps and 
install new above-ground tanks. Due 
to excessively high costs, they will no 
longer be planning that specific pro-
ject, but instead requested that the 
Board approve a 99-year lease of the 
property to replace the old pumps 
and tanks with new equipment in the 
same location, making the area safer 
and maintaining a gas station in 
town. After Board discussion, the con-
sensus was that it was in the Town’s 
best interest to keep an operational 
and upgraded gas station in town. 
The Town Attorney will prepare a 
lease agreement document to be pre-
sented at the July board meeting.

Steven Hume, the land owner 
of the annexed Parcel #2 property in 
northeast Crestone, shared maps he 
had prepared, and requested that E. 
Iron Ave. be straightened where it 
meets N. Piñon Ave. Mr. Hume stat-
ed that the surveyor, Scott Johnson, 
and Crestone’s building inspector 
agreed that the end of E. Iron Ave. 
was cutting off the corner of a neigh-
bor’s property as it curved around a 
knoll. The Board agreed to pay a sur-
veyor to stake the northwest corner 
of the road junction, and Mr. Hume 
agreed to pay to have the excavation 
work done by a licensed and bonded 
company approved to work in town. 
Discussion of this item will be com-
pleted during the July meeting.

Burt Wadman, the project coor-
dinator for the FEMA-funded drain-
age project, reported that there were 
leftover FEMA funds that could be 
used for further work this summer, 
and the Trustees discussed areas 
that could be improved with cul-
verts. Mr. Wadman also reported on 
the Master Plan for Tract 1, and that 
its completion would likely come in 
under budget. He submitted an over-
view in which he used the Town’s 
Mission Statement as a guide and 
starting point for the Master Plan. 
He stressed the importance of look-
ing ahead and seeing a “bigger pic-
ture” for town planning. 

Donovan Spitzman asked per-
mission to use Little Pearl Park and 

the adjoining park land for the 28th 
annual Crestone Energy Fair on Sep-
tember 8-10. After a brief discussion 
with Mr. Spitzman including back-
ground information about the long-
running event, the Board approved 
of his plan with a couple conditions. 
Mr. Spitzman also asked if the Town 
could become the fiscal agent for the 
Energy Fair, but the Trustees stated 
that was not feasible at this time.

Board motions
• Trustee Laki moved and 

Trustee Grotenhuis seconded to di-
rect the Town Attorney to create 
a memorandum of understanding 
with the Northern Saguache County 
Library District regarding the poten-
tial purchase of land in Tract 1 for 
construction of a library. The vote 
of the trustees present was unani-
mously in favor, and Mayor Danforth 
declared the motion carried.

• The board approved Resolu-
tion #006-2017 to accept the Certifi-
cate of Final Completion of the Cre-
stone FEMA Small Project PW#110, 
Category C-Roads and Bridges. 

• Resolution #007-2017 adopt-
ing a data security policy for the Town 
of Crestone as per the Colorado In-
tergovernmental Risk Management 
Association (Cirsa) requirements 
was approved. After the Board of 
Trustees viewed proposals from three 
engineering firms and had a brief dis-
cussion, Trustee Kinney moved and 
Trustee Goergen seconded to accept 
the bid from Davis Engineering, Inc. 
of Alamosa, CO for engineering ser-
vices on an as-needed basis. The vote 
of the trustees present was unani-
mously in favor, and Mayor Danforth 
declared the motion carried.

• The board approved spend-
ing up to $200.00 to have surveyor 
Scott Johnson locate the southeast 
corner of the private property on E. 
Iron Ave. and N. Piñon St. 

• The board approved to have 
the town attorney draft an agree-
ment to extend a lease to ninety-
nine years for Cottonwood, LLC. 
pertaining to the property where the 
gas pumps are located on the corner 
of E. Silver Ave. and S. Cottonwood 
St. with the conditions  that Cot-
tonwood, LLC. shall follow all envi-
ronmental protection laws, that the 
Town of Crestone shall not be liable 
for leaks and if the property is not 
used as a gas station that the prop-
erty shall revert back to the Town. 
The vote of the trustees present was 
unanimously in favor, with the ex-
ception of Trustee Byer who recused 
himself due to conflicts of interest. 

• Mayor Danforth moved and 
Trustee Grotenhuis seconded to go 
into an executive session at 6:50pm 
for the purpose of discussing person-
nel matters. The vote of the Trus-
tees present was unanimously in 
favor. Present were Trustees Diane 
Bairstow, Benjamin Byer, Terry Go-
ergen, John Grotenhuis,  Kizzen 
Laki, Mayor Kairina Danforth, At-
torney Gene Farish, Treasurer Gw-
ynn Busby and Town Clerk Allyson 
Ransom. The board closed the execu-
tive session at 8:38 pm. 

• The board voted to have 
Clerk Ransom direct Andrew Mar-

tinez and Gretchen Nelson to work 
as a team on public work and park 
projects, and the Clerk will review 
what needs to be done each week. The 
Trustees will reassess the arrange-
ment in three months. The vote of the 
Trustees present was unanimously in 
favor, and Mayor Danforth declared 
the motion carried.

• The board approved paying 
the bills and also approved spending 
up to $400.00 on training for Treas-
urer Busby.  The purchase of three 
new phones for the office was ap-
proved as the old ones still in use are 
inoperable at times. 

• The board voted to approve 
a donation of $500.00 to Crestone 
Performances, Inc. for the music 
festival which in turn helps fund a 
music education program for school 
children. 

• The board approved spend-
ing funds from the General Fund to 
purchase the necessary irrigation 
supplies still needed ($562.00) in or-
der to complete the downtown beau-
tification project and maintain the 
plantings.  

• The financial report was ap-
proved as submitted. The vote of the 
Trustees present was 

• The board approved hav-
ing Donovan Spitzman to host the 
28th Annual Crestone Energy Fair 
in Little Pearl Park and adjoining 
park land on September 8-10 and to 
waive the park fee, chair and table 
rental fees with the stipulation that 
two port-a-potties will be rented by 
Spitzman, that the park will be com-
pletely cleaned by the day afterward 
and that refundable deposits will be 
paid on the chairs and tables used. 

Reports  
Mayor Kairina Danforth re-

ported on the cooperative project 
taking place to build a trail above the 
Town of Crestone on National Forest 
Service property. 

Clerk Ransom reported on the 
weekly mosquito spraying by the 
parks department using natural 
garlic barrier and other biological 
nontoxic controls in the park areas 
and commercial district. Tree trim-
ming and mitigation has been tak-
ing place throughout the parks and 
right-of-way areas, which will con-
tinue throughout the summer with 
recommendations from the Crestone 
Tree Board. 

Trustee Laki reported on the 
successful completion of the tree 
planting project by Town staff, and 
the community-wide flower beautifi-
cation project also known as the Fel-
lowship of the Flowers.

The annual brush clean-up by 
Crestone’s Public Works staff took 
place on June 14. If residents need 
to get rid of any trash, old appli-
ances, lumber scraps or recyclables 
please contact the Saguache County 
Landfill and Recycling Center at 
719-221-1956.

Code Enforcement Officer 
Benjamin Byer reported on his code 
work to date and working with Sher-
iff Warwick on ideas to help increase 
coverage for the town, which will be 
presented at the July Board meet-
ing. Continued issues included peo-
ple camping in their cars or camp-
ers on town streets, dumping trash 
in the parks and drinking alcohol in 
public.

Miscellaneous information
The Town would like to remind 

home and business owners to weed-
eat or mow tall weeds and grasses 
on their properties that harbor adult 
mosquitos. At this time of the year, 
it is important to eliminate “cheat 
grass” (Bromus tectorum) as well, 
due to its early maturation date and 
extreme flammability. 

The “Meet-the-Board-Mon-
days” sessions provide a great oppor-
tunity to talk to a Trustee every first 
Monday of the month from1-3pm at 
the Town Hall Meeting Room, 108 W. 
Galena Ave.

Fourth of July booth rentals 
are still available with the following 
fees: food vendors $75, other booths 
$15 and non-profit booths $10. Con-
tact Melinda at the Town Hall at 
256-4313 for details.

Town Hall office hours are 
Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm. We are 
closed Fridays.

Regular Board meetings are 
held on the second Monday of each 
month at 1:30pm in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room. Contact the Town 
Clerk one week in advance to be 
placed on the agenda and/or sub-
mit any documentation. Presenta-
tions are kept to a maximum of ten 
minutes.

The Planning Commission 
meetings are also held in the Town 
Hall Meeting Room the first Monday 
of each month at 6pm.

To view agendas, check the 
bulletin boards at Town Hall and the 
US Post Office or the Eagle’s online 
calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/
calendar and the Town of Crestone’s 
website at townofcrestone.org.  

If you wish to have agendas 
and approved minutes sent to you di-
rectly via email each month, please 
join our listserv by emailing the 
Town Hall at crestonetownoffice@
fairpoint.net to give us your name 
and email address. 

Public hearings are published 
in advance in The Crestone Eagle 
and/or the Saguache Crescent news-
papers.

A Certified Notary Public is 
available during regular office hours, 
and the cost to notarize each signa-
ture is $5.00 as per the Colorado Sec-
retary of State guidelines. A current 
and valid photo ID with legible sig-
nature must be presented. Examples 
of IDs include state issued driver’s li-
censes or passports.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com/
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Come to Crestone’s fabulous 
4th of July celebration!

by William Martino
Crestone’s premier event of 

the year is the Annual 4th of July 
Parade & Celebration. This year’s 
theme is “Crestone in Bloom” to 
celebrate the planting of trees and 
flowers in downtown Crestone.

Come on out to the 4th cel-
ebration and enjoy not only the 
new beautiful sights but also the 
festivities. For the 4th wow, do we 
have a lot this year to share!  Great 
free area for kids including bouncy 
house, organic candy piñata con-
tests, free toys to take home and 
so much more.   This year our fire 
dept. is sponsoring the dunk tank 
complete with games and grill.  
This all will be happening in the 
Town parks between Silver and 
Galena Streets.

There will be an 8-booth 
carnival replete with all sorts of 
games, the Salida Circus perform-
ing 3 times, and music! Great 
bands will be playing all day in the 

park. Come dance. And, how about 
this folks, free organic burritos for 
everyone from 9-11am.  Plus there 
will be craft, food and info booths. 

The parade line-up starts at 
11am at the corner of Cottonwood 
and Golden, with the parade start-
ing at noon. Grab a shady spot and 
enjoy the parade. The Town is us-
ing a non-toxic garlic spray to re-
duce the mosquitoes in the parks. 
Yay!

This year’s fun never ends.  
Enter a free raffle to win gift certif-
icates for area businesses and two 
Wild Divine biofeedback devices 
worth $300 each.   Special thanks 
go out to Crestone Creamery and 
Pizza, and The Brew Pub for mak-
ing and sponsoring those burritos, 
the Elephant Cloud and the Cre-
stone Mercantile for their gener-
ous donations.   If you would like to 
volunteer or donate please contact 
Town Hall at 256-4313.   Wishing 
all a wonderful Fourth.

Come out and celebrate the 4th of July in Crestone! Food, fun, music, games, booths 
and a fabulous parade!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Spay/
neuter 
clinic a 
success

by Linda Behrns
The combined ef-

fort of Colorado Animal 
Welfare League, Crestone 
Mobile Veterinary Service, 
Pet Partners and so many 
other people made the re-
cent spay neuter clinic a 
huge success. Once again I have to 
say how proud I am of our entire 
community. Ninety nine dogs and 
cats from Crestone, Moffat, Sa-
guache and Hooper were spayed or 
neutered!

I’d like to give a special thanks 
to:

Lisa Petri of Colorado Animal 
Welfare League for making this all 
possible.

Dr Sue Gravlin for coming all 
the way from Colorado Springs to 
help us out.

The Baca POA, especially 
Ayla Hoevers and Shawn Hollmer, 
for letting us use the old pro shop, 
cleaning it up and helping get eve-
rything working smoothly.

Melinda Davis for arranging 
accommodations, food and every-
thing else you pitched in with, and 
Andrew for making us all such a 
delicious lunch.

Tiffany Bull for driving out 
from Alamosa every morning, we 
would have been lost without you.

TJ and Tiffany’s brother for 
doing the lion’s share of all of the 
heavy work.

Lisa Haskins for all of your 
help before, during and after the 
clinic, and for agreeing to take on 
the job of organizing the volunteers 
in the future.

All of the wonderful people 

who came out to help despite the 
heat, mosquitoes and hard work - 
Pam Gripp, Denise Peine, Liz Paup, 
Rebecca Myron, Jane Samson, 
Jeanne Carden, Janet Martinez, 
Peter Taylor, Mary Ann Sheeran, 
and all the others who offered to 
help.

Dan Frelka and Pet Partners 
for helping to get the word out.

A huge thanks to our sponsors 
Elaine Johnson and Steve McDow-
ell with the Crestone Mercantile, 
Kira and Tim Riley and everyone 
else at the Crestone Brewery, Judy 
Rose with the Rainbow B&B, Scott 
and Lynette Tieder with Our Food 
is Art, Kizzen Laki and the Cre-
stone Eagle, and everyone at the 
Creamery for the offer of pizza and 
ice cream.

And most of all to all of you 
who brought your dogs, cats pup-
pies, kittens and any feral cats 
you could catch. Without you there 
would be no point in doing this.

If I forgot anyone forgive me, it 
has been an overwhelming process, 
but I am so thankful to all of you!

If everything goes as planned 
Lisa Petri will be back in Septem-
ber  for another clinic.  If you have 
a dog or cat you would like to get on 
the list for that clinic give me, Linda 
Behrns, a call at Crestone Mobile 
Veterinary Service 719-588-4024.

Colorado Central Telecom named  
2017 Provider of the Year 

“ C o l o r a d o 
Central Telecom 
connects unserved 
and underserved 
communities in 
rural Colora-
do,” CEO Ralph 
Abrams said. “It’s 
not an easy un-
dertaking, and the 
recognition from 
Mountain Con-
nect means a lot 
to our team.” 

The award 
reflects Colorado 
Central Telecom’s 
dedication to 
bridging the digi-
tal divide in rural 
Colorado, especial-
ly areas neglected 
by incumbent pro-
viders. 

“Internet service is a criti-
cal resource,” Abrams said. “We’re 
helping connect people in some of 
Colorado’s most challenging areas.” 

Colorado Central Telecom was 
founded in 2012 through a grass-
roots community effort to bring 
broadband service to Crestone, 
Colorado. That effort has since 
burgeoned into a 2,400-customer-
strong network spanning the up-
per San Luis Valley and Chaffee 
County. 

The company leverages a re-
dundant hybrid fiber/microwave 
network with more than 30 repeat-
er sites across its service area. This 
network provides fast, reliable in-
ternet and VoIP service to some of 
the most difficult-to-reach areas in 

south-central Colorado.
Colorado Central Telecom was 

recently awarded a DORA grant 
to bring broadband to Twin Lakes 
and southern Lake County. The 
company has also invested heavily 
in fiber, with a growing network in 
Buena Vista and Salida. 

“We’re excited to bring big-city 
bandwidth to our rural customers,” 
Abrams said.

Mountain Connect attracts 
hundreds of telecommunications 
industry professionals each year 
to its annual conference in Key-
stone, Colorado. Now in its seventh 
year, the event serves as an impor-
tant educational resource to help 
Colorado communities meet their 
broadband needs.

Mountain Connect service provider of the year Ralph Abrams.

Sassy (Gypsy):
Sassy is a small 60 lb, 6-year-

old Anatolian Shepherd/Yellow Lab 
mix with personality plus.  She is 
very affectionate, with a loving & 
dedicated disposition with her human(s).

Sassy gets along well with her foster 
pack, but should be monitored closely around 
strange dogs or cats because she is protective 
of her home & people. Sassy is housebroken, 
has her shots & is spayed.

Mayla & Po:
Seeking 3-4 month foster care together. Healer mixes, mother/son. 

Need loving foster with fenced yard.

Zoey: 
Unique, loving dog 

needs loving home. Zoey 
is a 45 lb, 2-year-old 
spayed female Terrier 
mix. She is humorous 
and adorable and loves 
people.

Doggies need 
good homes!

Spay/neuter clinic held June 21-23.
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CRESTFEST is getting closer
CRESTFEST will be held Fri-

day and Saturday August 4 and 
5 at the Challenger Golf Course. 
Advance ticket prices are $12 for 
Adults and Seniors for Friday and 
$27 for Adults and Seniors for Sat-
urday. Teens will be $5 for Friday 
and $10 for Saturday. Under 12 are 
free. Camping is $21 for the week-
end. Tickets are available on line at 
crestfest.org or call us at 719-256-
4533. 

CRESTFEST will have great 
music, food, libations, arts & crafts, 
a raffle and an old fashioned mid-
way carnival with games, rides, 
contests, and outdoor activities. 
The carnival games will be show-
cased at the Crestone 4th of July 
celebration so check them out or 
even better, volunteer to help. 
Different rides will include the 
ever-popular Euro Bungee jump, 
a slide/obstacle course, a Dalma-
tian bouncy house plus more. We 
will offer open-air activities and 
contests like putting, pitching and 
hole-in-one golf contests, a dunk 
tank, bean bag toss tournaments, 
football passing, basketball shoot-
ing, baseball pitching, a volleyball 
court and more. 

The Salida Circus will be re-
turning with their usual array of 
activities. They bring costumes for 
parades, tumbling and circus act 
lessons, a magician, a clown, and 
stilt walkers. 

We will still have our tradi-
tional men’s and women’s wood 
chopping and limbo and pie-eating 
contests. CRESTFEST will also act 

as a showcase of presenters who 
participate in our Youth Enrich-
ment Program school performanc-
es. There will also be a YEP stage 
featuring youth performances as 
well as demonstrations and work-
shops. 

Our arts and crafts vendors 
will have everything from clothes, 
shoes and hats, to massage, crys-
tals and jewelry. We also have 
great food with a nice variety of 
choices like pizza, Greek, Mexican, 
organic and Thai. There will be cof-
fee, lemonade, baked goods and ice 
cream. We have extremely likable 
libations with a mix of micro-brews 
and mojitos. New this year will be 
wine from Vino Salida. Our festival 
booth will be selling T-shirts, hats 
and mugs plus CDs from the per-
forming artists. 

Music, music, music!
Get ready to laugh & dance

We are very excited about our 
entertainment lineup this year. 
Each day will start off with our 
very best locals (TBA). 

Friday night The Al-
capones take the stage bring-
ing their high energy Ska/Reggae 
dance grooves. This six-piece group 
features drums, bass, guitar, and 
three talented horn players who 
switch around between trumpet, 
trombone, saxophone and clarinet. 
Come get your dance on. 

Saturday features comedy 
gypsy swing from Zoltan and 
the Fortune Tellers. 

Zoltan is an accomplished 
guitarist who plays in the style of  
Django Reinhardt. You’ll need to 
be able to listen, laugh and dance 
all at the same time. Next we have 
2MX2 who are a positive mes-
sage, bilingual hip-hop group that 
we’ve produced six times so far in 
SLV schools. They are young, full 
of energy and even do some break 
dancing. They will be followed by 
one of the hottest Latin/salsa fu-
sion bands in Denver. Onda is a 
9-piece full blast band featuring 
three horns, all kinds of percus-
sion, beautiful female vocals, bass, 
guitar and keyboards.   

Our Saturday headliner: 
full-fledged funk by Groove-
ment

From Arkansas, this 6-piece 
funk-rock band is well traveled and 
tight. Front man Alex Carr was a 
2011 American Idol contestant. He 
can croon it or slay it with the best 
of them. Groovement has a reputa-
tion for putting on one of the tight-
est, hottest, high-octane shows 
around. Come check them out and 
get sweaty.

Our new approach is really 
coming together and is looking like 
a lot of fun. For information and 
tickets go to crestfest.org or call 
719-256-4533. See you there!

Groovement, a 6-piece funk-rock band is the headliner band Saturday night.

Youth arise!
CRESTFEST is looking for performing youth. We will have a YEP 

(Youth Enrichment Program) stage at the fest and want youth to per-
form on it. 

This stage will also provide a venue for showcasing some of our 
YEP performers, demonstrations and workshops. Each performer will 
have 15 to 30 minutes. Any performing art is welcome including music, 
dance, stand-up or . . . ? 

To apply, just call 719-256-4533. Parents can call us too just in case 
your youngster needs a little help.

CRESTFEST 
needs more 
volunteers

Since we have added carnival 
games to our menu, we need more vol-
unteers than ever. Shifts are 3 hours 
long which gets you in for a day. Ar-
eas of need are: parking, trash, car-
ney games, other contests, box office, 
merchandize tent, stage construction 
and stage decorating, set-up and tear 
down. We also need volunteers for 
the 4th of July in Crestone to help 
us with our first Mid-Way Carnival. 
Please call our office for more infor-
mation at 719-256-4533.

CRESTFEST will still have the traditional 
men’s and women’s wood-chopping and 
limbo and pie-eating contests. 

The Salida Circus will be returning with costumes for parades, tumbling and circus act 
lessons, a magician, a clown, and stilt walkers.  photo by Lori Nagel

Stuffing faces at the pie eating contest 
 photo by Lori Nagel

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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CRESTFEST will have great music, food, libations, arts & crafts, a raffle and an old fash-
ioned midway carnival with games, rides, contests, and outdoor activities. 
 photo by Lori Nagel

Buy raffle tickets on-line now
CRESTFEST is having a cool raffle and for the first time, you can 

buy tickets online at crestfest.org. There will be five prizes and if you 
win you pick what you want from what hasn’t been already won and 
chosen. The drawing will be held at CRESTFEST August 5 at 7:30pm. 
You need not be present to win, but why not boogie and be there!

First off is the famous perennial favorite, a brand new Martin 
acoustic electric guitar worth over $750! It comes with a hard-shell case, 
Fishman active elec-
tronics and a full war-
ranty. Next, we have 
our Hot Springs pack-
age worth over $600. 
Hot Springs included 
are Orvis Hot Springs 
in Ridgeway, the Sand 
Dunes Swimming Pool 
in Hooper, Valley View 
at Orient Land Trust 
and Joyful Journey 
Hot Springs in Villa Groove. Next is our destination package worth over 
$600.  You will receive 1 night for 2 in the deluxe suite at the historic 
Windsor Hotel in Del Norte plus concert tickets to Wildwood sound in Del 
Norte. Then there are overnights at both Valley View and Joyful Journey 
Hot Springs. Next is a $500 shopping spree at Kristi Mountain Sports in 
Alamosa. This can be used towards any product or products from their 
store including hiking gear, ski gear, climbing gear or a mountain bike.  
The last prize is new, worth over $600 and is all about food. We have gift 
certificates for restaurants and grocery stores. Grocery stores included 
are Valley Food Co-op in Alamosa, Simple Foods in Salida and Elephant 
Cloud in Crestone.  Restaurants include the Crestone Brewery and the 
Desert Sage in Crestone, Amicas in Salida, SLV Brewing Company and 
Milagros Coffee House in Alamosa. A few more ingredients may be add-
ed to some of the above so be sure to check it out at crestfest.org!   

Ticket prices are $7 for one, 3 for $15 or 5 for $20 and only 1,000 
tickets will be printed. Tickets can be purchased on-line right now at 
crestfest.org. or during CRESTFEST August 4 & 5, at our raffle booth or 

from any of our CPI 
Board members. 
Board members 
are: Steve Westra, 
Aaron Conrad, 
Cheryl Rowe, Sa-
rah Koehn Fry, Eli 
Dokson, Peter Tay-
lor, Don Richmond, 
and Dennis Neu-
haus. They’re all 
carrying, so grab 
‘em and get ‘em! 
You can also call 
the office at 719-
256-4533. 

Don’t miss 
out! Get your tick-

ets now! Proceeds go towards Crestone Performances Inc. a 501(c)3 
community service organization. CPI has produced and subsidized 199 
school presentations and given out over $5,000 in student performance 
scholarships. Plus CPI annually produces a festival now 19 years groov-
in’.  We also provide a variety of assistance to other community endeav-
ors and organizations throughout the year. Thank you and good luck!

Another fabulous Martin guitar for this years Raffle.

Get a mountain bike from the CRESTFEST raffle.

The Alcapones will be revving it up Friday night with their high energy Ska/Reggae dance 
grooves.

Student scholarships continue
Applications accepted all year

Crestone Performances Inc. 
has redesigned our scholarship pro-
gram. We now will accept applica-
tions any time of year for San Luis 
Valley students who wish to further 
their education in the Performing 
Arts which include music, theater, 
voice, dance, etc.  The applications 
will be reviewed monthly and mon-
ies must be used for performing 
arts expense, such as instruments, 
lessons, camps, workshops, etc. 
The scholarship requests can range 
from $25 to $500 and students may 
apply multiple times during the 
year and be funded up to $500 total 
per calendar year. Applicants must 
be in 8th-12th grade with prodigy 
exceptions possible. We are not lim-
iting ourselves to the total we will 
grant in scholarships annually. We 
would rather see what the demand 
is and raise funds accordingly. This 

new approach will create flexibil-
ity and a larger pool of funds for 
a greater amount of students. The 
application is on line at crestfest.
org or call 719-256-4533 for an ap-
plication and information. If you 
would like to contribute directly to 
the scholarship program, you can 
do so on our web site, crestfest.
org. Call the office at 719-256-4533, 
email us at crestfest@crestfest.
org or mail a contribution to: CPI 
Scholarship, P.O. Box 6, Crestone 
CO 81131. 

Crestone Performances Inc.is 
a 501(c)3 nonprofit community ser-
vice organization.

Our mission is to create a 
positive cultural, educational, and 
economic impact in the San Luis 
Valley by providing affordable ac-
cess to presentations representing 
diverse traditions and cultures.

All aBoard?
Crestone Performances Inc. 

is extending an invitation to those 
in the community who might be 
interested in joining our board of 
directors. They meet once a month 
and also participate in fundrais-
ing events and the production of 
CRESTFEST. The focus of CPI has 
changed, recently, and we need new 
board members to help steer us into 
the future. The meetings are pre-
dominately fun and our mission is 
certainly rewarding. Our mission is 
to create a positive cultural, educa-
tional, and economic impact in the 
San Luis Valley by providing afford-
able access to presentations repre-
senting diverse traditions and cul-
tures. CPI is a 501(c)3 community 
service organization now in its 16th 
year. For more information please 
peruse our website and call us at 
719-256-4533. Thank you!

Different rides will include the ever-popu-
lar Euro Bungee jump.
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Crestone Artisans Gallery
Nature of art by 
Patrick Moore

by Desi Faraci
Artist and active commu-

nity member Patrick Moore is this 
month’s “Artist of the Month”. Pat-
rick shares that he has painted his 
whole life. His mother was a painter 
and she taught all of her children to 
paint. He remembers painting his 
first tree, a cedar, when he was four 
years old. Over the years, Patrick 
developed three methods of paint-
ing: Representational, where he 
sees something in the world that’s 
beautiful or moving and he paints 
it as it is seen (“The Golden Hour” 
and “Refuge” are such  paintings); 
Intuitional, where he sits in front 
of a canvas, with no intentions, and 
a painting comes forth (“Schizzare” 
is a result of that method); and In-
sightful, where Patrick has a vision 
or thought and he puts the vision on 
canvas. In all three methods, Patrick 
senses the painting having a conver-
sation within, coaxing him to bring it 
into proper form and beauty. These 

conversations are awesome and re-
ally the joy in painting for the artist. 
It’s like there is a presence in a dif-
ferent dimension on the backside of 
the canvas calling him to bring it to 
the frontside in this dimension. 

Photography is a different 
kind of process for the artist. Patrick 
tells that it’s more like all his sens-
es are highly tuned to beauty. He is 
particularly drawn to nature; trees, 
creeks, clouds, ice, rocks, animals, 
a pasture, mountain or lake, and 
the play of sunlight on those things. 
(“In Darkness Light” is an exam-
ple of the play of light in nature). 
A love for photography “tunes” him 
to these things, and gives further 
ability to capture them in photos to 
share with other folks.

Visit the gallery this month to 
see many of Patrick Moore’s origi-
nal paintings, prints and photogra-
phy. The diverse nature of his works 
will journey down an engaging path 
for the spectator. Greeting cards are 
also available of his photography. 

Locals and visitors will also 
enjoy the array of fine art, photog-
raphy, jewelry, sculpture, textiles 
and more that the gallery has to 
offer. Drop by and chat with a resi-
dent artist. If you have not been by 
in awhile or new to town, we en-
courage you to explore Crestone’s 
only retail gallery.

      CrestoneArtisAnGAllery 
CrestoneArtisAnsGAllery.orG

CRESTONE ARTISANS GALLERY

Sunday-Thursday 10-5
Friday & Saturday 10-6

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena  
in Downtown Crestone

719-256-5280

We represent 24 local artists

& craftspersons

Thank You for shopping locally!

“Refuge” by Patrick Moore

“In Darkness Light” by Patrick Moore.

Salida Arts Festival July 22 & 23
The Salida Arts Festival is Saturday July 22 from 10am-6pm, and 

Sunday July 23 from 11am to 5pm.
We are a small boutique-juried show all about 2D and 3D art, fea-

turing about 50 artists and their handmade fabulous jewelry, sculpture, 
paintings, ceramics, glass, photography and more.

Buy or commission some fine art. Experience a gorgeous park and 
listen to wandering musicians. Get lunch from a yummy gourmet food 
truck.

Admission is free. The festival is located at Salida’s Centennial Park 
next to Salida Hot Springs, 410 W. Rainbow (Hwy. 50 and Holman Ave.) 
More information at www.SalidaArtsFestival.com.

Come enjoy the Salida Arts Festival.

crestoneartists.com/on-call.html

Peek into the process ...

Schedule your Crestone 
Art Studio Visit today !

Low Tech?  Call 719 256-5442

EXPRESS YOURSELF!

Add Happy Valentine’s Day

Take out ‘why not start the new year...etc

Add: create a piece of art for your sweetiew

Hours and days are flexible
2 hrs / $50 includes materials

At FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS
117 Skyview Way (close to town)

Ish Futral 256.4848 for appointment
or further questions

Encaustics Workshops

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.SalidaArtsFestival.com
mailto:jenna@mazzuccalaw.com
http://www.mazzuccalaw.com
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Suzanne Rouge offers reflexology 
Enjoy a reflexology session 

designed to bring balance to all lev-
els of being. Reflexology provides 
stimulus that move energies along 
meridian lines. All organs have an 
acupressure touch point in the feet, 
hands and ears.

Reflexology induces deep re-
laxation; revitalizes energy; opens 
and clears neural pathways; in-
creases circulation, oxygen and 
nutrients. It combats the effects 
of stress, stimulates the endocrine 
system, strengthens the immune 
system, stabilizes glandular activ-
ity and blood pressure. It increases 
endorphins, dissolves deposits, 
aids with neuropathy and plantar 
faciatis.

Try it at a reduced price at 
the Crestone Saturday Market or 
make a house call appointment.

Two workshops with  
Native American teacher & healer  
Láné Sáan Moonwalker
The art of psychic warriorism

Because we live in a time of stress and change there is a tremendous 
amount of chaos in our world.  We can’t disengage, because the stakes are 
too high, but we have to pick our battles, beginning with disarming the en-
emy within.  A psychic warrior is someone who engages the world skillfully 
because they have resolved their own internal conflicts. We will learn how 
to view the world in this way.

Saturday, July 29 from 9:30 to 4:30.  $85 or $155 for both workshops. 
To register and for location call Dorje Root, 719-937-7786, or dorjeroot@
yahoo.com

The psychic warrior’s tools for today’s world
This workshop will be specifically about tools that can help us in to-

day’s world.  The specific psychic warrior’s tools of clarity, clearing, and 
shielding that we will learn have been designed and used in the past in 
times of war.  Because of the chaos we live in today, these can help us cut 
through confusion, see clearly, and act skillfully.

Sunday, July 30 from 9:30 to 4:30.  $85 or $155 for both workshops.  
To register and for location call Dorje Root, 719-937-7786, or dorjeroot@
yahoo.com 

Suzanne Rouge  •   970-308-1415
email • hummingbirdsuz@yahoo.com
web • hummingbirdhorizons.com

Reflexology is an ancient form of 
preventative medicine

•  Available at a discount rate at the  
    Crestone Saturday Market
•  Soak-n-session at Valley View on  
    Fridays
•  Call to schedule a house call

Reflexology  for Self-Care
Relax • Renew • Rejuvenate

Sacred mysteries—
Qi Gong workshop

In this transformative work-
shop, students will be introduced to 
the basics of Taoist Qi Gong prac-
tice and inner alchemy. Based upon 
ancient wisdom and Quantum 
Medicine it offers accelerated tech-
niques to deepen understanding 
of Qi Gong or energy transmission 
and healing. Come with intentions 
of healing—physical, emotional, 
mental, and spiritual.

Ama Lia Wai Ching Lee is an 
intuitive healer, certified holistic 
health counselor, and bodywork 
therapist with over 20 years of 
experience in the art of Qi Gong. 
A powerful healer, during her stay in Crestone she will be available for 
private healing sessions. To register, call 360-302-0245 or email info@
sacredmysteries.com.

INFINITY QUANTUM HEALING QI GONG WORKSHOP
with Ama Lia Wai Ching Lee

Friday, July 7, 7 pm FREE Talk & Q&A
Sat & Sun, July 8-9, 10 am - 5 pm

Cost: 
Full 2 day training - $150 / 1 day training - $85

Location: 
The Ancient Dance School 

3564 Double Tree Overlook, Crestone, CO
Info and Reservations:

360-302-0245 - info@sacredmysteries.com

Saguache Hollyhock Festival
Saturday, July 29 is the day to be in Saguache! The Hollyhock Festival 

(10am-3pm) begins at the Community Center off Hwy. 285 at 525 Seventh 
Street. Get your map there for a self-guided tour to see the many lovely gar-
dens in Saguache, some with hollyhocks, some without.  Our Hollyhock Art 
Gallery will be available to view there, too.   At 2pm prizes will be awarded 
to winners in garden and art categories.  Make a hollyhock doll, enjoy a root 
beer float, bring a sick plant to our plant clinic led by Master Gardeners, 
learn about honey extraction, buy a hollyhock plant or card with seeds. 

Enjoy our mountain air.  The Hollyhock Festival is sponsored by Sa-
guache Chamber and a generous grant support from Saguache County. 
Saguache town is full of interesting things to see and do!  Contact:  719-
850-0051.

6th Annual  
Saguache                      
Hollyhock 

Festival
July 29th 

10 am to 3 pm

Community Building – 525 Seventh Street  
Saguache Colorado

Contests & Shows of Hollyhock Art & Gardens

Loads of fun for kids of all ages  
Start at the Community Building and enjoy walking, biking or driving  

self-guided tours of the gardens of Saguache.   
Master Gardener Plant Clinic, local honey information, face-painting, 

hands-on-activities, Root Beer floats, and so much more.   

719-850-0051  www.Saguachechamber.org

Person receiving reflexology.

Ama Lia 

Sundays at Six 2017  
FREE concerts in Cole Park, Alamosa 

 
     June 25 - Indian Nickel (rock-n-roll & spanish) 
     July 9 - The Vogts Sisters  (bluegrass/folk) 
     July 16 -  Big Sandy & his Fly-Rite Boys (rockabilly) 
     July 23 - Cordovas (americana) 
     July 30 - The Giving Tree Band (american rock-n-roll) 
     Aug 13 - SLV Big Band (jazz & big band) 
     Aug 20 - The Genetics (progressive rock) 
     Aug 27 - Don Richmond & The Rifters (americana) 

www.almaonline.org 

mailto:hummingbirdsuz@yahoo.com
mailto:info@sacredmysteries.com
http://www.Saguachechamber.org
http://www.almaonline.org
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HAPS
Concert July 2  
at Colorado College

This is a reminder of the re-
turn of the acclaimed musicians 
whom you very warmly appreci-
ated last year. This year’s concert 
will again be at the Colorado Col-
lege conference center and will be 
held on Sunday, July 2 at 2pm. 
Violinist Sarah Off teams with 
marimbist Marilyn Clark Silva as 
the Tandem Duo, to create truly 
unique and compelling interpreta-
tions of familiar and new music. 
The program is expanded further 
by the skilled presences of Mathieu 
D’Ordine, cello, and Randy Macy, 
piano. A delightfully varied mu-
sical menu will be offered, from 
Bach, Beethoven, and Bartok and 
other composers you’ve maybe not 
yet heard of. This year’s concert 
promises to be another great one. 
Please join us. Admission $15, stu-
dents, free.

Community Bellydance 
classes

CrestoneTribal offers com-
munity bellydance classes starting 
July 6. A new format with shorter 
classes is offered four times weekly 
on a drop-in basis. No commitment 
and no performance focus! A Basic 
Flow class (dynamic movement) 
will happen on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays at 5pm. Foundations 
(more technique-oriented) will take 
place on Tuesdays at 6pm, and a 
Tribal Style Flow class on Thurs-
days at 6pm.  All levels, ages and 
genders are welcome to any class.  
Price is $8-10 per class with flex-
ible punchcard system. See ka-
tiegetchell.com and crestonetribal.
com for details.

Arts in the park August 26
Calling all artists, musicians, po-

ets, thespians! The Crestone Creative 
District will be sponsoring an arts-in-
the-park celebration in downtown 
Crestone on Saturday, August 26. 

Come and share your creative 
work. If you are a performer let us 
know what you want to do: Spoken 
word? Drama? Dance? Music? We 
will also be looking for painters, pot-
ters, sculptors, etc. who would be will-
ing to set up a demonstration booth, 
showcasing the creative work they do. 
Food venders are welcome to contact 
us. There will also be opportunities 
for locals to sell their creative work—
crafts, books, paintings, CDs, etc. We 
will also be needing volunteers to help 
with logistics and would love to hear 
from you. Interested? E-mail Peter 
Anderson: (pilgrimage@fairpoint.net) 
and keep an eye on Crestone Chill 
(Facebook) and the August Eagle for 
additional information. 

Summer courses  
at Shakti Sharanam

At the conclusion of the amazing 
“Grumpy Old Men” class, Annie will 
be offering three more special courses:  

“Wise Old Women” will be-
gin on July 13 and meet Thursday 
mornings at 9am through August 
10. This is a super-gentle class for 
women, exploring ancient wisdom 
through breath and simple move-
ment. Be prepared to open doors to 
joy! No boys allowed! In honor of the 
recently-departed Margot Williams, 
Annie is offering this class for free.

On Sunday, August 6, is 
“Finding Your Ground” an after-
noon workshop using simple tech-
niques to ground and connect with 
Earth. Based on Yogic and Ayur-
vedic wisdom. No special require-
ments—all are welcome. 4-6pm (A 
great way to wrap up CRESTFEST 
weekend!)

The always-popular Yogic 
Cooking Workshop will be Sat-
urday, August 19, 3-8pm. Cooking 
to nourish the soul and calm the 
mind. A fabulous harvest feast.   

For registration (space is lim-
ited) and details, please call Annie 
at 719-256-5668, and visit www.an-
niepace.com

Baca National Wildlife Refuge open house July 8
On July 8 the Friends of the San Luis Valley National Wildlife Refuges 

(SLV Friends) will host an open house at the Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
Visitor Center between 1:00pm and 4:00pm.  Friends Board members and 
refuge staff will be on hand to answer questions and provide information 
about the organization and the refuge.  Refreshments will be served.  On 
July 13, retired Adams State University Professor, Dr. Hobart “Hobie” Dixon 
will lead a Botany tour on the Baca refuge.  During this tour, Dr. Dixon will 
provide insight and information on wetland and upland plants that occur in 
the area and on the refuge.    On July 27th, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Biologists will lead a tour and discussion on invasive plant management ac-
tivities on the Baca refuge.  The tour will highlight various wildlife habitats 
as well as address issues, concerns, and methods for controlling invading 
plant species in those habitats.  For more information on the Open House 
and tours call the Baca refuge office at (719) 256-5527.

BACA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
2017 Summer Tour Series

Come join us on a tour & see what’s new on your 
Baca National Wildlife Refuge

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  -  LIMITED SEATING AVAILABLE

Tours are approx. 3 hours long and leave promptly at 9:00am from the 
Refuge office at the former ranch headquarters on County Road T. 

TOUR DATES AND TOPICS:
Saturday July 8th     Friends of SLVNWR Open House 
     1pm to 4pm
Thursday July 13th         Botany of the Baca Wildlife Refuge
Thursday July 27th     Invasive Plant Management
Thursday August 10th   Rio Grande Sucker/ Rio Grande Chub   
     Management
Thursday August 24th   Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area- 
     Trujillo Homestead

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 719-256-5527

Free computer clinic for 
seniors! 

 July 10, 12, 17 and 19, from 
9:30-11:30am at the Baca Library.  
This is a rare opportunity made 
possible by the Friends of the Li-
brary and a Tax-sales Grant, to 
teach and clarify basic computer 
skills for seniors.  Participants are 
encouraged to bring a list of what 
they’d like to learn. Lori Nagel 
(aka Lori Sunflower), is the class 
instructor with a BS in Computer 
Science, 25 years computer ex-
perience, and a LOT of patience!  
Please call or text 719-937-1202 or 
email peacelorilove@gmail.com to 
register, as space is limited. 

It couldn’t have been a more beautiful day for the annual Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
garage sale, held in its usual location of the Elephant Cloud parking lot on Saturday, 
June 3.  It was their best year yet in donations, sales, and a fantastic team of volunteers 
to make it all happen.      photo by Lori Nagel

The people makin’ it all happen at this year’s annual NHN Garage Sale, held on June 3 in 
the Elephant Cloud parking lot.  L to R: Joany Peterson, Tevya, Lily Zohar, Pamela Rose, 
Rodney Volkmer, Mary Lowers, Elianna Krakauer, Linda Kucin. Front: Anrahyah Arstadt, 
Meryl Ennis.      photo by Lori Nagel

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.an-niepace.com
http://www.an-niepace.com
http://www.an-niepace.com
mailto:pilgrimage@fairpoint.net
mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
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Daily
•	 Morning	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
7-8am,	256-4108,	www.babajiashram.org

•	 Jyorei,	Shumei	Sanctuary,	please	be	seated	by	
7:50am	and	5:50pm,	256-5284

•	 Tours,	gallery	&	Jyorei,	Shumei,	9am-5pm,	256-5284
•	 Open	meditation	&	prayers	 in	Vajra	Vidya	Retreat	
Center	Shrine	Room,	9-10am	daily;	Traditional	Bud-
dhist	Shrine	Room	available	till	dusk;	all	welcome	to	
come	and	practice.	719-256-5539	vajravidya.com

•	 Tours,	Temple,	&	Gift	Shop,	Haidakhandi	Univer-
sal	Ashram,	256-4108,	www.babajiashram.org

•	 Evening	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
6-7pm.	Sanskrit	&	Hindi	chanting.	All	welcome.	
256-4108,	www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
•	 Mass	at	Nada	Hermitage	Nada	Hermitage	9:00	
am-10:00	am	719-256-4778

•	 Yoga~Chi	@	the	Ranch	Historic	Everson	Ranch	
9:00	am-10:15	am	719-298-0360

•	 Drop-In	 Meditation	 (sitting	 &	 walking)	 Yeshe	
Khorlo	10:00	am-1:00	pm	http://yeshekhorlo.org

•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	www.slvaa.org

Tuesday
•	 Yoga	 &	 iRest	Yoga	Nidra	 Crestone	 9-10:30am	
www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

•	 Youngsters’	 Summer	 Reading	 Program	 Baca	
Grande	Library	10:30-11:30am	Free	719-256-4100

•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5:00	pm-6:45	pm	By	donation	shak-
tisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Bellydance	Basics	Flow	class	758	Camino	Baca	
Grande	5-6pm	$8-10	www.crestobetribal.com

•	 Bellydance	Technique:	Foundations	758	Camino	
Baca	Grande	6:00	pm-7:00	pm	$8-10

•	 Narcotics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	marijuana	
users	welcome	Baca	Grande	Library	back	door	
7:30	pm-8:30	pm	970-309-0710

Wednesday
•	 Yoga	Fundamentals	&	Refinements	Shakti	Shara-
nam	8:30-10am	By	donation	shaktisharanam.com

•	 Gentle	Movement	&	Yoga	for	All	Crestone	10-11am	
www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

Thursday
•	 Wise	 Old	 Women	 7/13-8/10	 Shakti	 Sharanam	
9am	$60	 for	 5-wk	 session;	 $15	drop	 in,	 space	
allowing	www.anniepace.com	719-256-5668

•	 Yoga	and	iRest	Yoga	Nidra	Crestone	9-10:30	am	
www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	open	meeting,	Crestone	
Baptist	Church,	noon-1pm.		www.slvaa.org

•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	 5-6:45pm	 By	 donation	 shaktishara-
nam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Bellydance	Basics	Flow	class	758	Camino	Baca	
Grande	5-6pm	$8-10	www.crestobetribal.com

•	 Tribal	Bellydance:	The	4	Families,	758	Camino	
Baca	Grande	6-7pm	$8-10	crestonetribal.com

Saturday
•	 12	 Step	 Recovery	 Group	 NA	 &	AA	 Fellowship	
Hall,	Little	Shepherd	Church	9-10am	256-5728

•	 Dorje	Trolo	Practice	White	Jewel	Mountain	10:00	
am-12:00	pm	no	charge	719-480-5403

•	 Crestone	 Saturday	 Market,	 Silver	 Ave.	 10am-
4pm	256-5912

•	 New!	Basic	Yoga	Crestone	10:00	am-11:00	am	
$10	 suggested	 donation	 www.igniteyourinner-
flame.com	310-924-9223

Community Calendar—July 2017 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Sunday, July 2
•	 Concert:	Marimba,	strings,	piano,	Colorado	Col-
lege	Conference	Ctr.	2pm	$15;	students	free

•	 Holy	Eucharist,	Little	Shepherd	in	the	Hills	2-3pm
•	 Sunday’s	Open	Community	Meeting	–	Crestone	
Charter	School	2:30pm	917-371-0817

Monday, July 3
•	 Meet-the-Board-Monday	 –	 Crestone	 Town	 Hall	
1:00	pm-3:00	pm	719-256-4313

•	 Crestone	Planning	Commission	meeting	–	Town	
Hall	Meeting	Room	6:00	pm	719-256-4313

•	 Guru	 Rinpoche	 Tsok	 (Feast	 Offering	 Potluck),	
Yeshe	Khorlo	6-8pm	http://yeshekhorlo.org

Tuesday, July 4
•	 Independence	Day	–	All	Day

Thursday, July 6
•	 Andrew	Harvey	SufiWay	Class	–	4:00	pm-6:00	
pm	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-588-8602

•	 Grumpy	Old	Men	Shakti	Sharanam	9am	RSVP	
www.anniepace.com	719-256-5668

Friday, July 7
•	 Qi	Gong	workshop	free	talk	–	The	Ancient	Dance	
School	7:00	pm	360-302-0245

Saturday, July 8
•	 Full-moon	Fire	Ceremony,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ash-
ram	10am-noon	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Qi	Gong	workshop	–	The	Ancient	Dance	School	
$85	one	day;	$150	two	days	360-302-0245

Sunday, July 9
•	 Full	Moon	Riwo	Sangchö	–	Yeshe	Khorlo	10:00	
am-11:00	am	http://yeshekhorlo.org

•	 Shumei’s	Monthly	Sampai,	Sanctuary	10:30	am-
noon	Free	www.shumeicrestone.org	256-5284

•	 Afternoon	of	Flamenco	&	Classical	Guitar,	Shumei	
International	Institute	4-6pm	$10	suggested	do-
nation	www.shumeicrestone.org	719-256-5284

Monday, July 10
•	 Summer	 Children’s	 Riding	 Program	 –	 Baca	
Grande	Stables	8:30-11am	$150	719-256-6200

•	 Free	Computer	Clinic	for	Seniors	–	Baca	Public	
Library	9:30	am-11:30	am

•	 Crestone	Town	Board	meeting	–	Town	Hall	Meet-
ing	Room	1:30	pm	719-256-4313

Wednesday, July 12
•	 Free	Computer	Clinic	for	Seniors	–	Baca	Public	
Library	9:30	am-11:30	am

•	 Crestone	End	 of	 Life	Project	Monthly	Meeting,	
Little	Shepherd	in	the	Hills	7-9pm	free	256-4211

Thursday, July 13
•	 Free	Monthly	Kinship	Caregiver	Clinic	–	Alamosa	
Colorado	 Legal	 Services	 4-6:30pm	 http://bit.
ly/2eRyn9E	719-589-4993

Sunday, July 16
•	 Sunday’s	Open	Community	Meeting	–	Crestone	
Charter	School	2:30	pm	917-371-0817

Monday, July 17
•	 Free	Computer	Clinic	for	Seniors	–	Baca	Public	
Library	9:30	am-11:30	am

Wednesday, July 19
•	 Free	Computer	Clinic	for	Seniors	–	Baca	Public	
Library	9:30	am-11:30	am

•	 Dakini	 Tsok	 (Feast	 Offering	 Potluck)	 –	 Yeshe	
Khorlo	6:00	pm-8:00	pm	http://yeshekhorlo.org

Thursday, July 20
•	 Sufi	Dhikr	–	4:00	pm-6:00	pm	nurashkijerrahi.org	
719-588-8602

•	 KRZA’s	 monthly	 Board	 meeting	 –	 KRZA	 radio	
station	5:30	pm	krza.org	719-589-8844

•	 BGPOA	 Board	 of	 Directors	 meeting,	 BGPOA	
Meeting	Room	6-9:30pm	bacapoa.org	256-4171

Friday, July 21
•	 Veteran	Service	Officer	at	Town	Hall	–	Crestone	
Town	Hall	1:00	pm-3:00	pm

Saturday, July 22
•	 Salida	Arts	Festival	–	Centennial	Park	10:00	am-
6:00	pm	Free

Sunday, July 23
•	 Salida	Arts	Festival,	Centennial	Park	11am-5pm	Free
•	 Crestone	Convergence	Conference	–	Colorado	
College	Conference	Ctr.

•	 Full	Moon	Riwo	Sangchö	–	Yeshe	Khorlo	10:00	
am-11:00	am	http://yeshekhorlo.org

•	 New-moon	Fire	Ceremony	&	meal,	Haidakhandi	Univ.	
Ashram	10am-noon	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

Monday, July 24
•	 Summer	Children’s	Riding	Program	–	Baca	Sta-
bles	8:30	am-11:00	am	$150	719-256-6200

Tuesday, July 25
•	 Kids’	 Camp,	 Haidakhandi	 Universal	 Ashram	
10am-1pm	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Real	Love	Fest,	Haidakhandi	Univ.	Ashram	10am-1pm	
$108	($135	at	door)	www.reallovefest.com	256-4108

Wednesday, July 26
•	 Kids’	 Camp,	 Haidakhandi	 Universal	 Ashram	
10am-1pm	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Real	Love	Fest,	Haidakhandi	Univ.	Ashram	10am-1pm	
$108	($135	at	door)	www.reallovefest.com	256-4108

Thursday, July 27
•	 Kids’	 Camp,	 Haidakhandi	 Universal	 Ashram	
10am-1pm	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Real	Love	Fest,	Haidakhandi	Univ.	Ashram	10am-1pm	
$108	($135	at	door)	www.reallovefest.com	256-4108

Friday, July 28
•	 Kids’	 Camp,	 Haidakhandi	 Universal	 Ashram	
10am-1pm	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Real	Love	Fest,	Haidakhandi	Univ.	Ashram	10am-1pm	
$108	($135	at	door)	www.reallovefest.com	256-4108

Saturday, July 29
•	 Art	of	Psychic	Warriorism,	Dorje	Root’s,	9:30am-
4:30pm	$85	or	$155	for	both,	719-937-7786

•	 Saguache	Hollyhock	Festival	–	Saguache	Com-
munity	Building	10:00	am-3:00	pm	719-850-0051

Sunday, July 30
•	 The	Psychic	Warrior’s	Tools	for	Today’s	World	–	
Dorje	Root’s	home	9:30	am	$85	719-937-7786

•	 Holy	Eucharist	followed	by	potluck	lunch	–	Little	
Shepherd	in	the	Hills	11:00	am-1:00	pm

•	 Grange	potluck	followed	by	meeting	–	12:30	pm-
3:00	pm	719-256-4768

•	 Sunday’s	Open	Community	Meeting	–	Crestone	
Charter	School	2:30	pm	917-371-0817

Friday, August 4
•	 CRESTFEST	–	Challenger	Golf	Course	All	Day	
www.crestfest.org	719-256-4533

Saturday, August 5
•	 CRESTFEST	–	Challenger	Golf	Course	All	Day	
www.crestfest.org	719-256-4533

Sunday, August 6
•	 Finding	 Your	 Ground	 –	 Shakti	 Sharanam	 4:00	
pm-6:00	pm	www.anniepace.com	719-256-5668

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on� THANKS!
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Kizzen Lakai 
In the summer of 1967, I was 

15 and lived in Old Town, which was 
sort of the Haight-Ashbury of Chi-
cago, and spent a month and a half 
living as a runaway.  Those were 
some amazing times, with a lot of 
love-ins and be-ins in the parks.  A 
lot of hippie youth collected there 
that summer.  Good, live music eve-
rywhere. Anti-war and civil rights 
demonstrations going on.  It was an 
exciting time of peace, love, music 
and an awakening.  A turning point.  
Now, 50 years later, people still talk 
about the Summer of Love.  Some-
thing shifted that year and an ex-
panded spiritual consciousness was 
born that summer (LSD may have 
had something to do with that!).   

I was there and very much a 
part of all the happenings, and also a 
bit of a wild teenager needing to find 
places to stay, although there were a 
lot of footloose young people at that 
time. Mid-summer I moved in with 
my dear older sister, Chris, who was 
married with two children, and she 
tried to corral me from running off to 
Old Town! But, I still was able to go 
with my friends and be part of that 
whole movement.  Peace!

Diane Bairstow  
All my friends were going to 

San Francisco, but my goal in life 
was to be a beatnik, so I went to 
Greenwich Village.  By the time I 
got there, I had to settle for being 
a hippie since there were no coffee 

shops and beats left.  But that’s OK, 
I had a good time anyway!  I was liv-
ing with this guy and we were way 
into demonstrating, doing posters, 
going to demonstrations and just 
bein’ alive and a young hippie!  It 
was my first time away from home 
and certainly an awakening experi-
ence from my Catholic, all-girl high 
school, one year in college, and then 
BAM! I was in Greenwich Village.  It 
was very much an awakening expe-
rience. I learned a lot about life and 
people, almost got trampled by a po-
lice horse while demonstrating, and 
I came home after a couple of years 
in New York a lot wiser and more 
worldly than when I’d left!

Barry Monroe 
In 1967, I’d been married for 3 

years, and in the process of forming 
a 6-piece show band.  We rehearsed 
for 6 months, and opened July 20. 
Everyone was hearing news from 
Haight-Ashbury, but no one’s really 
ever heard of McFarland and Grand 
Avenues, which was our Haight-
Ashbury in Coconut Grove, on Bis-
cayne Bay near the University of Mi-
ami. We had affordable housing with 
the same demographic as Haight-
Ashbury: old buildings that could 
house a lot of young people.  Some of 
the best Colombian marijuana came 
through there.  People would rent 
places on the bay, taking speedboats 
to gather sea bales big ships would 
throw over.  Everybody was starting 
to get into the Be Here Now book, 
spirituality, playing music, eating 
healthy, seeing what the government 
is doing; sort of an echo effect from 
the Haight-Ashbury scene. This lady 
named Mama Mango started a se-
rious vegetarian movement, creat-
ing great tasty dishes.  People’d say, 
“This isn’t so bad, not like what mom 
used to do with frozen spinach or 
canned corn that served as vegeta-
bles.” This was fresh.  I wrote a song 
about her last year to capture some 
of that era. It really was a time of 
change, so many things going on.  I 
started ‘67 in a suburban house with 
kids and diapers. Then I divorced, 
bought a hippie motor home and 
hung out in Coconut Grove, building 
this band that lasted 3 years.  Mostly 
it was always about music, wanting 
to write the next song, looking for 
creative juices.  Sometimes you don’t 
always find them!

Sandia Belgrade 
I came back from Europe, 

which freed my spirit up.  I lived 
in Denver, a cabin above George-
town, and women’s land in Santa 
Fe. When I saw Audre Lorde and 
Adrienne Rich, it put me through 
pretty radical stuff, and retrospec-
tively those two helped me see why 
the Summer of Love was not excep-
tionally freeing for women. It was 
mostly white men, and I wanted a 
more radical change from history.  
I remember it was starting in ‘67 
because I thought, “there’s some-
thing wrong here.”  So everyone 
can say it was great, but I think it’s 
very important for people to also 
acknowledge it was white male.  
It was very freeing if you were in 
Jerry Garcia’s band!

Bruce Becker 
I got out of the army in August 

of ’67, so I wasn’t actually home for 
the summer, but that was the very 
last time I ever got a haircut!  My 
story’s not as colorful as some peo-
ple’s because I was pretty much 
preoccupied with getting out of the 
Army until August. Everything I 
knew about everybody hitchhiking 
to California, I heard through the 
news.  When the army was done, 
I rode a bus home, ripped off my 
fatigues, went into the woods and 
thanked God I was home!  I dusted 
off my customized Triumph Bonnev-
ille and hit the road with my friend 
and his Harley. We went to Mexico, 
across Canada, and to Colorado, my 
first time ever, and got on the cover 
of the Denver Post!  I spent the end 
of ‘67 in Aspen hiking, hot springin’, 
being in my element—just a fishin’ 
pole and a coffee pot!  I also met my 
wife that year, which was a big part 
of ’67 for me. 

Getting outta the Army was 
like climbing outta the womb. I 
began my life with my true spirit, 
which was following the adventure, 
always.  I missed the summer of 

love until August, but that month 
was me realizing I was my own man 
again.

Jeannie Krogh 
I was 21, summer of love, ‘67.  I 

was waiting out the summer to finish 
my last year of college, in my home-
town, where I lived at home, where I 
went to college, and I hated it there.  
We had Time magazine and Life 
magazine and I could read what was 
going on, and I realized at that time 
that I felt these were my peers.  I was 
called; I know I was, at some level.  
In my college, they were having Sup-
port Our Boys in Vietnam rallies, and 
I was thinking, “This is wrong! This 
isn’t right at all.”  The next year I left 
for San Francisco, and had missed 
the summer of love, but was inspired 
by it!  And love will steer the stars, 
and love will steer the stars . . .

Barbara Hoeppner 
In 1967, I had just graduated 

from college, and I was living at my 
parents’ house, trying to decide what 
I was gonna do.  As a fluke, in my 
senior year of college, I interviewed 
to be with the Marines, cuz all the re-
cruiters were there, and I did it, and 
I got accepted!  And I was a Students 
for Democratic Society (SDS) per-
son, so, well, I could never make it.  I 
mean, the Marines?!  Or was I going 
to be a Donut Dolly for the Red Cross 
in Vietnam?  Or, I was going to move 
to Tucson, AZ, where I had an aunt 
and uncle.  I could start a life, get a 
job, do the thing!  Thank God none of 
that worked out! (laughing)  I ended 
up in Vail, CO where I made tons of 
money and was able to afford a one-
way ticket to Europe, which was my 
home for the next 2 years, which 
changed my life.

If you have feedback or sugges-
tions for future topics, please email 
peacelorilove@gmail.com. In addition 
to being the Staff Photographer for 
The Crestone Eagle since 2012, Lori 
Nagel is a freelance photographer, 
graphic designer & web designer.  
www.sunflowerstudios.us.com.

Where were you during the Summer of Love, 1967?

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
http://www.sunflowerstudios.us.com
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Salida Aspen Concerts schedule
Salida Aspen Concerts will 

present an array of international 
classical music stars in the 2017 
season, including bassist/composer 
Edgar Meyer, pianist Joyce Yang, 
violinist William Hagen with pia-
nist Orion Weiss, guitarist Colin 
Davin, and the Pacifica Quartet.

This will be the 41st year of 
concerts featuring mainly faculty 
and artists from the Aspen Music 
Festival and School.

The performances begin Sat-
urday, July 8, 2017, and proceed 
every Saturday evening until Au-
gust 12. The concerts will be held 
at 7:30 p.m. at Salida High School 
Auditorium, 26 Jones Avenue.  Pre-
concert talks begin at 6:45pm. The 
cost is $15; students K-12 get in 
free when accompanied by an adult 
(accompanying adult ticket $10).

The opening concert July 8 
features violinist William Hagen 
and pianist Orion Weiss, who will 
play Ludwig van Beethoven’s cel-
ebrated “Kreutzer Sonata,” Franz 
Schubert’s “Rondo Brilliant,” and 
Igor Stravinsky’s “Suite Italienne,” 
which consists of portions of the 
composer’s “Pulcinella Suite.” The 
sponsor is John Diesslin.

On July 15, guitarist Colin 
Davin, a Salida favorite, will pre-
sent music in the first half by Lat-
in American composers Manuel 
María Ponce (Mexico), Leo Brou-
wer (Cuba) and Radamés Gnat-
tali (Brazil). The second half will 
be devoted to European composers  
Mario Castelnuovo-Tedesco (Italy) 
and Antonio José (Spain). Colle-
giate Peaks Bank is the sponsor.

The third concert, July 22, 

features the Pacifica Quartet, de-
buting in Salida. They will play the 
“Quartet in G Major, Op. 76, No. 1” 
by Franz Joseph Haydn, considered 
the father of the string quartet. 
They will then play Beethoven’s 
“Quartet in F Major, Op. 135,” and 
the “Quartet No. 3” by Dmitri Shos-
takovich. Sponsorship is in the 
memory of Gary W. Higgins.

July 29 will feature a group 
of top students from Aspen, not yet 
named. Sponsors are Elise Back-
inger and Kent Strickland.

On August 5, Joyce Yang, who 
has soloed with substantially all 
the world’s great orchestras (the 
New York Philharmonic more than 
30 times), comes to Salida for the 
tenth year out of the last eleven. 
She will play Romantic works: lyric 
pieces by Edvard Grieg, preludes 
by Sergei Rachmaninoff and etudes 
by Robert Schumann. High Coun-
try Bank is sponsoring this concert.

The season’s last concert, Au-
gust 12, features bassist/composer 
Edgar Meyer and his son George, 
a violinist. Edgar Meyer’s most 
famous compositions have been 
premiered along with famed cel-
list Yo-Yo Ma and violinist Joshua 
Bell. Edgar Meyer and his fam-
ily members have joined forces for 
several concerts. Edgar and George 
are expected to play Edgar’s com-
positions and arrangements. Cor-
dova Law Firm LLP and Marquez 
& Herrick-Stare, LLC, also a law 
firm, are sponsors.

Further information is avail-
able online at salidaaspenconcerts.
org, where tickets can be pur-
chased. 

Must-sees on your visit: The Orient Land 
Trust bat caves & historic Everson Ranch

by Robin Rosenberg
Orient Land Trust (OLT) 

owns and manages Valley View Hot 
Springs, the Orient Mine and Ever-
son Ranch, providing educational 
and recreational programs, preserv-
ing open spaces and protecting one 
of Colorado’s most breathtaking vis-
tas, unique watersheds and prime 
ranchlands. Visitors learn about the 
natural and cultural history of the 
area as well as participating in edu-
cational programs and tours that 
include astronomy, bat habitat, ge-
ology, hydroelectricity and the Ever-
son Ranch.  OLT is a Naturist resort 
and all areas are clothing-optional.

The Historic Orient Mine is 
home to the largest bachelor colony 
of Brazilian Free Tailed Bats in 
North America!  Bats were first doc-
umented at the mine in 1967 and 
have played a vital role in the chem-
ical and pesticide-free agriculture of 
the valley.  A migratory colony, they 
arrive mid-June, departing mid- to 
late-September. Nightly tours leave 
the Welcome Center two hours be-
fore sunset. Call first for current 
information.  The hike is approxi-
mately 4 miles round trip with an 
800’ elevation gain.  Wear good 
walking shoes; bring a flashlight, 
warm clothing and water bottle.  

You do not need a reservation for 
the Bat Tour.  Park at the Welcome 
Center and register within.  There 
is no fee for the bat tour. The Ori-
ent Mine is a designated Colorado 
Natural Area and Colorado Division 
of Wildlife Watchable Wildlife site.

OLT provides trail access 
points for the Sangre de Cristo Wil-
derness, National Forest Service 
trails of Black Canyon and Orient 
Canyon, adjacent to Hot Springs 
Trailhead and Garner Creek Trail-
head.  

Orient Land Trust is dedi-
cated to the preservation of Valley 
View Hot Springs and its view shed. 
The Springs have a capacity that is 
reached every day in the summer.  
A reservation is required to get an 
admission pass for day or overnight 
visits.  Call the office at 719-256-
4315 to make a reservation and get 
the fee schedule.  Astronomy tours 
are available to Hot Springs over-
night guests.

Everson Ranch tours are 
given most days of the week with 
special events on the weekends: 
barbecue on Saturday evening and 
yoga and brunch on Sunday morn-
ing.  Hydro-electricity and geology 
tours are offered by request. Call 
the welcome center for details, as 
events change weekly.  

Our goal is to create aware-
ness of environmental issues, re-
source sustainability, and land and 
habitat conservation.  OLT offers 
the opportunity to experience this 
unique environment, to expand 
your knowledge of the natural world 
through our educational programs 
and to instill a sense of stewardship 
and personal responsibility.

Crestone
719-256-4498

~ Repairs

Outflight of the bats at sunset. photo courtesy of http://www.olt.org

http://www.olt.org
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Just what is Shakti Sharanam 
anyway?

by John Rowe
Shakti Sharanam literally 

means “refuge for sacred energy”.  
Intentional space, consisting of a 
beautiful solar-powered strawbale 
home and accompanying shala 
(school) on Hemlock Street in Cre-
stone, has been created to exem-
plify and teach Yogic lifestyle. The 
shala offers traditional teachings 
in the theory, science, and practice 
of yoga, including lifestyle choices, 

yoga therapy, Hindustani music, 
asana, and customized classes 
serving individual circumstances. 
Shakti Sharanam is a well estab-
lished presence here in Crestone;  
it is  a member of the Crestone 
Spiritual Alliance,  is home base to 
several long-term yoga practition-
ers,  is a regular on the Crestone 
Energy Fair Home Tour, and has 
been a  valued  health resource for 
many living in the area. Numerous 
regional students also make Shakti 
Sharanam  their destination on a 
regular basis.  Annie Pace,  founder 
and steward of Shakti Sharanam, 
firmly believes it is the birthright 
of every human being to have ac-
cess to these teachings and offers 
all community classes on a dona-
tion or sliding scale basis.

Annie is a lineage holder of 
Ashtanga yoga and has been a 
practitioner and teacher for some 
38 years, the last 20 of which have 
been here in Crestone.  Annie has 
immersed herself in studying Yo-
gic science in India virtually every 
year since 1989, and as a result, is 

able to offer a broad, deep, and au-
thentic base of teaching not often 
found in America. This takes place 
on an ongoing basis right here in 
Crestone. She teaches regularly at 
the Crestone Charter School and is 
a guest instructor at other regional 
institutions. Please check out the 
Haps and Calendar sections of the 
Eagle as well as Annie’s website, 
shaktisharanam.com, for a sched-
ule of classes and events. These 
classes are open to everyone; An-
nie’s students vary in age from 11 
to 79, are found here locally as well 
as throughout North America and 
Europe, and range from complete 
novices to seasoned practitioners. 
Annie says, “It is an honor to be 
working with some of the seniors 
in our community and an absolute 
inspiration to be working with our 
youth.”

Please be aware of two brand 
new class offerings for this sum-
mer, “Wise Old Women” and “Find-

ing Your Ground” workshops. And 
the always-popular “Yogic Cooking 
Workshop” will be held this Au-
gust as well. Again, please visit the 
Haps section of the July Eagle for 
details.

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

5-day Awareness Retreat
for seekers of all faiths or no faith

an invitation to be in the present moment  
and enjoy the beauty life has to offer

Come home to your true self

with 
Tony D’Souza 

Indian meditation teacher, progressive 
Jesuit priest, student and friend of 

Anthony DeMello

September 11-15
Crestone, Colorado

$300 / person including a daily lunch
for more information & to register: www.discoveringawareness.org

Contact Ann with questions: 719-480-7475 or 303-907-6355

  
Illuminated Therapies

  Amulya Beechwood, RCST®, LMT, CEIM

  

Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy

  719-256-4743   
illuminatedtherapies.com

relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

           Love Yourself 
with Monthly Massage!

XOXOXO
Specializing in LaStone Therapy

& therapeutic massage
with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

 Nurturing Your Body
 Soothing Your Mind
Nourishing Your Soul
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KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

 Nurturing Your Body
 Soothing Your Mind
Nourishing Your Soul
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Celebrating 25+ Years 
of Exceptional Bodywork,
from Deep Relaxation to

Chronic Pain Relief

Yogic Cooking Class, getting to know your ingredients.

Annie Pace, inspired.

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

MEMBER

®

Crestone: Baca Professional Building • 46 Camino Baca Grande  |  Salida: Bella Vita Salon • 1447 G St.

Call for your complimentary consultation

(719) 256-6600

Debra Irizarry, M.D. FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon 

• Injectables: Botox & Fillers 
• Kybella neck contouring

• Laser skin resurfacing • Obagi skin care

www.doctordeb.co   •   contact@doctordeb.co 

Highest Qualifications
+ Broadest Experience 
= SUPERIOR RESULTS

~ specializing in ~
Minimally Invasive Aesthetics

Why trust 
YOUR face to less?

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:relax@illuminatedtherapies.com
http://www.discoveringawareness.org
http://www.doctordeb.co
mailto:contact@doctordeb.co
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Crestone theatrical success 
written by Company of Players

Over 100 Crestone theater-
goers descended upon the Char-
ter School in June to enjoy and 
celebrate Herstories: A Journey 
through Time. Creators were over-
joyed and deeply satisfied with the 
experience as well as with the out-
pouring of support.  Having been 
in incubation since wintertime, the 
show came to fruition in the balmy 
summer air of Rainbow Hall. 

The gorgeous sets, backdrops 
and costumes drew participants 
into local artist Allison Wonder-
land’s amazing Garden of Spices. 
A favorite for many folks was an 
original monologue written and 
performed by Cristina Cabeza Kin-
ney about a Bolivian hero named 
Juana Azurduy de Padilla. “She 
really rose to the occasion in a 
graceful and powerful way,” says 
director/producer Kelly Crowley 
of Cristina’s performance, writing 

and exploration of her feminine lin-
eage.

With a cast of nearly twenty 
and a devoted stage crew of many, 
both experienced and first time 
thespians got to bond into an in-
credible team. “It is an offering to 
our community we really gave our-
selves to, “ says Crowley. “Everyone 
worked so hard to make the show 
possible.” 

The crowd was wonderfully 
supportive and local children lined 
the stage, especially enjoying the 
play within a play. Being moved to 
tears and laughter, the encourage-
ment and gratitude from those who 
attended leaves the players dream-
ing of the next theatrical event. To 
those who were not able to attend, 
we will have public viewing of the 
video from June’s show later this 
summer.

Rasalas Wickett, Kelly Crowley, Allison Wonderland, Cristina Cabeza Kinney, Noah Baen, 
and Richard Collier perform in Herstories, a multi-generational, multi-gendered offering 
from the Company of Players.

The cast of Herstories: A Journey through Time, played June 10 and 11 at Crestone 
Charter School.

Vesper Gers and Cristina Cabeza Kinney onstage in Herstories: A Journey through 
Time the latest in Crestone community theater.

Kelly Crowley plays a looney Falconer this June at the Charter School.

• Private Yoga & Qigong Instruction
• Spiritual Counseling & Mentoring

• Phoenix Rising Yoga Therapy
 For physical & emotional transformation

• Sacred Sexuality Coaching
• Nature as Medicine  
  & Couples Retreats

Ask about locals’ rates!
www.PranaHeals.com   719.345.6007

Specializing in Emotional Healing,  
 Energy Balancing & Connection 

Prana Regina Barrett, 
   BS, MIA, E-RYT, CYT

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

http://www.PranaHeals.com
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Sri Aurobindo Learning Center 
Mantra, will & immortality    

by Rod Hemsell
In his commentary on the 

Isha Upanishad, Sri Aurobindo 
speaks about the will as Agni, or 
the divine flame in us, which per-
forms the sacrifice of our lower self 
to the powers of our higher self by 
perfect speech. In this view of man-
tra there is an implied identity or a 
close association between our will 
to elevate our consciousness and 
the speech that is used to express 
that aspiration. As it says in the 
Vedic hymn to Agni:

“How shall we give to Agni? 
For him what Word accepted by the 
Gods is spoken, for the lord of the 
brilliant flame? 

“He who in the sacrifices is the 
priest of the offering, full of peace, 
full of the Truth, him verily form in 
you by your surrenderings; 

“May this strongest of the 
Powers manifest by his presence 
the Words and their understand-
ing, and may they who in their 
extension are lords of plenitude 
brightest in energy pour forth their 
plenty and give their impulsion to 
the thought.” (The Secret of the 
Veda, p.276-277) 

Sri Aurobindo refers to Savitri 
as the goddess of illumined speech 
in the Veda, and as the “will to im-
mortality”. By our will and speech 
we energize our consciousness to-
ward that plane of consciousness, 
characterized by truth, delight, and 
immortality, the “creator of perfec-
tion”, with which our will becomes 
united.

“Of Savitri divine we embrace 
that enjoying, that which is the 
best, rightly disposes all, reaches 
the goal we hold by the thought. 

“The universal godhead and 
master of being we accept into our-
selves by perfect words today, the 
Producer whose production is of 
the truth.” 

In his mantric poem Savitri 
this goddess is described as a spir-
itual force and consciousness that 
descends in us, reveals the divine 
truth of things, and carries us 
through death to immortality. He 
is very explicit about the idea that 

the two most important qualities of 
this mantric sadhana are that (1) 
the mantra is a call which brings 
back to us repeatedly a memory 
of the spiritual purpose of our life, 
and (2) it also brings down the force 
of consciousness that enables us to 
perceive immortality. It both re-
minds us of and moves us toward 
that higher consciousness, when 
it is performed by our “completest 
speech of submission.” When this 
form of speech becomes a complete 
energizing of oneself toward That, 
it also knows that to be the origin 
of this speech. It therefore sets up 
a resonance between the will in 
our mental, vital and physical be-
ing and those planes or qualities of 
consciousness which are generally 
beyond our ordinary awareness. 
About Agni, he says:

“The Upanishad solemnly 
invokes the Will to remember the 
thing that has been done, so as to 
contain and be conscious of the be-
coming, so as to become a power of 
knowledge and self-possession and 
not only a power of impulsion and 
self-formulation. It will thus more 
and more approximate itself to the 
true Will and preside over the co-
ordination of the successive lives 
with a conscious control.” And the 
importance of the role that that 
he assigns to mantra for even the 
highest realization of Yoga in this 
life cannot be overemphasized:

“It is at the point where there 
is the first possibility of the great 
passage, the transition from mind 
to supermind, the transfiguration 
of the intelligence, till now the 
crowned leader of the mental be-
ing, into a divine Light . . . that 
the Rishi seeks in himself for the 
inspired Word. The Word shall 
help him to realise for himself and 
others the power that must effect 
the transition and the state of lu-
minous plenitude from which the 
transfiguration must commence.” 
(Ibid, p. 278)

For information about the ac-
tivities of the Sri Aurobindo Learn-
ing Center, please call 719-256-
4917. 

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram news
by Ramloti
We are preparing for our annual Kids’ Camp and concurrent Real 

Love Workshop for the adults, which will run from Tuesday, July 25 
through Friday, July 28 from 10am until 1pm. We have had many inquir-
ies and sign-ups already. It is getting more exciting as folks from around 
the country are coming in for it. From time to time there are Real Love 
retreats around the world run by a certified coach. I have attended some 
of these and they are so valuable for my growth and healing. It is diffi-
cult to even imagine what it will be like to have four Real Love Certified 
Coaches and two Certified Wise People this year! There will be so much 
time and opportunity to tap into their wisdom, guidance, and love. These 
folks spend much of everyday sharing Real Love with others. This is a 
unique opportunity for those who really want to explore how living with-
out fear feels and how it can be a day-to-day reality. They will also help 
us see and heal the pain that caused us to put behaviors in place over a 
lifetime, which block our ability to live life fully and peacefully, to have 
successful relationships, and to receive unconditional love. 

We encourage you to enroll early ($108 for advance and $135 at the 
door) as we will be limiting enrollment to the first 40. There are some 
partial scholarships available but these need to be arranged in advance. 
For more information and an enrollment form visit our website at www.
babajiashram.org/upcoming-programs or call the Ashram at 719-256-
4108. The Kids’ Camp is a free gift to our community but a parent or 
guardian must stay on the grounds at all times and children should be 
enrolled in advance so we can have enough counselors. 

Our full-moon fire ceremony this month is on Saturday, July 8 and is 
Guru Purnima, the day we honor our teacher. We will have a paduka puja 
(washing of Babaji’s sandals that He wore) that morning at 9am followed 
by the fire ceremony at 10am and an Indian feast. The new-moon fire cer-
emony is on Saturday, July 22 at 10am followed by a meal. Morning aarati 
is at 7am and evening aarati is at 6pm. At 8am there is generally a small 
fire ceremony when we do not have a large one. Call us at 719-256-4108 for 
proper protocol for attending fire ceremonies and any other questions.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is also preparing for Kids’ Camp and the 
Real Love Workshop by offering half-price on kids’ and adults’ gently 
used Ashram clothing and 25% off the Real Love books and CDs if you 
mention this article. The shop is open every day from 10am until 5pm. 
We invite you to come in and look around. We deeply appreciate your 
support. You may view some of what is in our shop on our website at 
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.

For more information about the Ashram, please visit our website at 
www.babajiashram.org. All are invited to our monthly Ashram Board of 
Directors meeting. The next one is on Saturday, July 23 from 3pm until 
5pm. Please contact the Ashram for an agenda. We also invite you to vis-
it the Ashram at any time. We love to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s 
home with others. Just drop by or give us a call at 719-256-4108. 

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, prayer 

flags, singing bowls, CDs, crystals, 
books, purses, statues, clothes, 

Weleda products, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Open 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Celebrating Real Love 
Fest & Kids Camp 

July 25-29
Real Love Books
25% OFF 

GENTLY USED
ASHRAM CLOTHES

50% OFF

Free screenings for qualif ied women.  Call Brenda Gentile, 
HRRMC community health worker, at 719-207-2088.

Get screened for breast 
and cervical cancer!

“ I take pride in knowing the NFL is pink in October, sparking conver-
sations everywhere about breast cancer and prevention, all in the 
spirit of my mom.”    — NFL running back DeAngelo Williams

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org/upcoming-programs
http://www.babajiashram.org/upcoming-programs
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
mailto:shop@Babajiashram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
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Aging and dying in the valley
From the perspective of a Nurse’s Aide/caregiver 

by Kirsten Schreiber
Nobody wants to age, nobody 

wants to die; yet it is what we all, 
ultimately, have in common, be-
sides needing food and shelter and 
care. We are all going to die some 
day, when and how nobody knows. 
In the meantime, we are aging and 
some will lose their independence 
earlier than others. I have seen 
over the years, here in the valley 
and the Baca, the difficulty our 
infrastructure brings for older, as 
well as ill, people. It has to do with 
long drives on washboard roads, 
living alone, and money. 

There are several categories 
of elders—some folks will want 
to be closer to medical care, some 
have children and want to move 
near them, some have enough 
money and plan to get care at 
home. Those who want to stay 
here and don’t have adequate 
funds end up depending on their 
friends or in the care of Social 
Services.  

Most of us have in common 
a strong desire to stay at home 
and be independent as long as we 
can, valuing our autonomy. This 
is exceedingly difficult for many 
in Crestone.

Come on People, we have to 
think about this!  Losing our inde-
pendence can have physical, mental 
and emotional ramifications. And 
there is also loneliness!  We humans 
need each other because we are 
mammals. We need to live in com-
munity. The reality is that our big 
Baca with 70 miles of roads is not 
conducive to a healthy life when we 
start to lose our independence.

I love the idea of being looked 
after by the whole community and 
having a neighborhood.  Because 
of this I have been envisioning a 
place with up to 24 people living 
together in small units, sharing 
some common spaces, watching 
over each other, driving to doctors 
together, partying and dancing to 
the Stones!  A place where visitors 

will “come and go”, because it is 
close to town and they have at least 
one friend to visit there. A place, 
hopefully, within walking distance 
to the store, the post office and The 
Brewery.

We can’t build a nursing home 
or even an assisted living facility 
here because the regulations are 
so stringent and costly. But we can 
build something that resembles co-
housing, a self-governed village for 
people over 55 that see the beauty 
in community. Another value could 
be taking a load off of friends and 
neighbors feeling alone  and re-
sponsible to care for an elder. 

Nobody would need to leave 
Crestone because they are dying. 
Hospice del Valle comes for visits. 
Care givers, nurses and other ther-
apists could come and make sever-
al visits in a day to different people, 
as needed. Not to forget, we would 
be helping each other too!

I believe keeping our elders 
here, watching them and us age, 
is about the integrity of a town or 
a tribe. It is valuable for everyone 
to experience what aging and being 
old will be like.  

Don’t forget, elders have wis-
dom to share! Steve, my husband, 
said his mother taught him how to 
die when she lived with us for her 
last months. He is tremendously 
grateful for this experience.

Another piece is that downsiz-
ing into a smaller place and adjust-
ing to what our last stage of life is 
about, is easier done early rather 
than later. We can still enjoy be-
ing together, make friends and find 
meaning by helping each other. 
Dying is a slow process of letting 
go we can do together, supporting 
each other.

We are looking for seriously 
interested people who would like to 
join us in creating this village; peo-
ple who have the time and energy 
to invest in any way or can be in-
sightful in how to accomplish this. 
The County of Saguache has been 
very supportive over the last years 
with Tax Grants, as they are aware 
of the housing need for elderly in 
our rapidly aging county. Thank 
you! 

To find out more and for con-
tact information, look at our web-
site: www.living-wisdom.org.

“TTT moss cccraaecuu 
acs iu sssss tt       

fcf yccrrrll. Alcuu.”
- Coct Chhhrs

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, July 12th, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238 ,  Cre stone ,  CO 81131

www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

Declare Your Independence and Put It In Writing!
Whether you want alternative or conventional cremation or burial  

              Informed Final Choices and Crestone End of Life are ready to support your choices
VISIT OUR BOOTH AT THE PARK ON THE 4Th of JULY

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Bob’s Place: 182 E Galena Ave 
Under Construction 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8a.m to 7p.m. 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

Ice, Cold Drinks and 
BBQ Supplies.  We 

have it all.  Bug 
Spray too.  Lots and 

lots of bug spray.  
Enough to fill a kiddy 
pool; almost enough 
to actually work... 

Crestone Mercantile Hardware 
 

The BEST STOCKED Hardware store          
in the entire San Luis Valley! 

 

Meet all of your automotive, household, 
plumbing, paint, electrical, lumber,         

gardening, office, & electrical needs right 
here in CRESTONE!  

Let the Meat Department 
make dinner for you 

 

Have you tries our Fried Chicken?  Local,     
non-gmo thighs fried in non-gmo rice bran oil.    

Local, fresh lamb cuts.  Fresh, organic Irish 
Salmon.  Choice boneless ribeyes on sale      

July 1st - July 4th ($6.99 lb).  Check out our 
soups and ready to heat burritos.  We also have 

several take and bake items available in the 
meat case.  Happy 4th!!!  

4th of July!!! 

SHOP LOCAL! 
SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY 

http://www.living-wisdom.org
http://www.informedfinalchoices.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
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Saguache County Republicans 
hold spring fundraiser

by Lisa Cyriacks
The annual Republican Spring 

Fling held this year at Moffat Schools 
was well attended—by locals and 
candidates for statewide races.

Chairman Richard Drake said 
it was a great success and fundrais-
ing was “pretty good for an off-elec-
tion year.” The total amount has 
not been finalized but is estimated 
at more than $3,000.

George Leing, Republican Na-
tional Committee, gave the keynote 
speech. He emphasized the impor-
tance of mobilizing the base. The 
Republican Party is spending mon-
ey and resources on a massive cam-
paign to build a network of voter 
data, focused on rural counties like 
Saguache and across the state.

Referencing the recent Demo-
cratic National Committee lawsuit 
brought by Bernie Sanders’ sup-
porters, he reinforced the message 
that the RNC takes its representa-
tive role seriously as a voice for all 
Republicans.

Former State Party Chair, 

Steve House, reinforced that mes-
sage, reminding those present of 
traditional Republican beliefs in 
limited government and individual 
freedoms. House also stressed the 
importance of the governor’s race 
coming up in 2018 in reversing the 
liberal trends introduced by Gover-
nor Hickenlooper. 

Three gubernatorial candi-
dates spoke, hoping to elicit some 
support for their campaigns: George 
Brauchler, currently District Attor-
ney for Arapahoe County; Lew Gai-
ter III, Larimer County Commis-
sioner Chair, and Victor Mitchell, 
an entrepreneurial business man 
hoping to make a difference.

Also campaigning were two 
candidates for State Treasurer: 
Justin Everett, (House of Repre-
sentatives, Littleton) and Brita 
Horn (Routt County Treasuer).

Also in attendance: State 
Senator Larry Crowder, Secre-
tary of State Wayne Williams, and 
Cathy Garcia for US Senator Cory 
Gardner.

Independence vs freedom
by Pastor Earl LeRoy
Independence is a separation or release from an authority.  People 

usually seek independence from oppressive regimes or other conditions 
they do not want to be subject to.  People want to be self-reliant, self-gov-
erning, and self-ruling.  Independence is usually accomplished by a rebel-
lion against an authority and many times results in war, death and de-
struction.  Hence, independence is a costly endeavor in feelings, emotions, 
turmoil, and many times blood and death.  

Man was created to be free but in submission to authority.  Adam 
rebelled against the authority of Love because he was convinced he could 
be like God, apart from God.  Adam gave up eternal life, Light, knowledge, 
wisdom, understanding and a lot more because he desired independence 
more than the life he was created for. Children want to leave home because 
they want to be free from the dictates of their parents and be on their own 
to answer to no one but themselves.  In reality, however, everyone ends up 
submitting to someone else in one form or another. 

It is for freedom that I have set you free. (Gal. 5:1) We created man 
to be free by showing the Way, the Truth and the Life in My Word.   We 
created man in freedom and liberty and showed him the Way when I be-
came Man. With My Love, Agape (Unconditional) Love can rule and allow 
freedom to exist and flourish.  When Agape Love is the motivation, no one 
is condemned or demeaned in any way, but a freedom exists to correct and 
admonish for the greater good.  

Freedom is operating with Me, the Prince of Peace, in your hearts 
with joy and My wisdom in the midst of war and tribulations. Freedom 
in My Love is living by the Holy Spirit and letting Us show you the steps 
so you can fulfill the purpose for which We created you. Freedom in Love 
knows that I will provide all you need to fulfill that purpose.  Php_4:19  
“And my God will supply all your needs according to his glorious riches in 
Christ Jesus.”  True freedom allows man to show My glorious nature to 
others and help set them free.  Rebellion invites independence to justify it-
self and create a form of freedom that requires armies or individual’s walls 
to defend. Freedom is Rest and Contentment in Agape Love. It produces 
the Kingdom of Heaven on earth in Power, Authority, Joy and Peace.

Love Jesus

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Bible Study Thursdays       6:00 pm                       
Prayer Services Mon & Fri       10:00 am                   
Food Bank Tuesdays     2-4 pm
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday  8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

Open: 8am~4pm • Closed Tuesdays

George Brauchler addresses the attendees at the Republican Spring Fling.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


What happened as a result of  
the Stamp Act? 
The Americans licked the British! 
How come there's no Knock 
Knock joke about America? 
Because freedom rings. 
What was General Washing-
ton's favourite tree? 
The infantry. 
What was the most popular 
dance in 1776? 
Indepen-dance. 
Who was the biggest jokester in 
George Washington's army? 
Laughayette 
What's the difference between a 
duck and George Washington? 
One has a bill on his face, and the other 
has his face on a bill 
Why were the first Americans 
like ants? 
They lived in colonies. 

Why did Paul Revere ride his 
horse from Boston to Lexington? 
Because the horse was too heavy to carry. 
Did you hear the one about the 
Liberty Bell? 
Yeah, it cracked me up! 
What would you get if  you 
crossed George Washington 
with cattle feed? 
The Fodder of  Our Country! 
What did one flag say to the 
other flag? 
Nothing. It just waved. 
Which colonists told the 
most jokes? 
Punsylvanians! 
What’s red, white, blue, green? 
A patriotic turtle! 
How is a healthy person like 
the United States? 
They both have good constitutions! 
Teacher: “Where was the Decla-
ration of  Independence signed?” 
Student: “On the bottom!”
What did King George think of  
the American colonists? 
He thought they were revolting!

As they picnicked in the park, Pop-
py and Pierre chatted excitedly about 
the stars, flowers and flags that Madam 
Colette—their human mistress—said 

would light up the night sky. After lunch, the bunnies were sleepy and took 
a nap under a large blanket.

They were just sitting up and rubbing their eyes, when the first boom 
came. They squealed and leapt back under the covers holding their long 
ears down tightly with their paws. M. Colette petted them and kept telling 
them they were safe, until finally they peeked out from under the blanket 
to see the grand finale. It was beautiful, the bunnies agreed, but the sound 
was so terrible they swore they would never go back. 

At breakfast the next morning, the bunnies wanted to know why the beau-
tiful fireworks made such a horrible sound.

“Fireworks are set off  by gunpowder,” Mr. Jonathan, M. Colette’s 
American husband, explained “That’s why they are so loud. Metal salts are 
added to the powder to create the colors.”

“Gunpowder?” Pierre asked. “Isn’t that dangerous?”
“It is when it’s used in canons or guns, but fireworks displays are safe 

to watch. They sound loud, but they’re not dangerous.”
“What’s a canon?” Poppy asked. She was a year behind Pierre in 

school, that’s why he knew the answer and she didn’t.
“It’s a really big gun.” He said proudly, “They use them to win wars.” 

“How do they use them?” Poppy was a very curious bunny.
“Well.” Mr. Jonathan answered, “They put a big ball made out of  iron 

inside a long tube and when they light the end of  it with gunpow-
der it throws the ball across the field, and it explodes and kills the 
enemy.”

“They kill each other!” Poppy’s little pink eyes were round with 
horror. “When I hit Pierre because he wouldn’t give me my dolly, 
you said it was wrong. You said, ‘Good bunnies don’t hit and hurt 
each other; they settled their differences peacefully!’ Is it different 
for grownups or humans?”

Both grownup humans were silent for a long time, and Mr. 
Jonathan finally spoke, “It’s different with nations.”

“Why?” Poppy 
and Pierre both asked, 
but the answer they 

got didn’t help at all.
“You’ll understand 

when you’re older.” 
They were told. “Now 
go out and play nicely 
with each other.--no hit-
ting!” 

The end
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Kidz 
 
 

Korner
Diane is a chil-
dren’s book au-
thor, host of The 
Fairy Train radio 
hour and other fun 
stuff. Her books 
can be found at lo-
cal stores. For more 
info go to her web-

site below. 

Kidz Korner 
by 

M. Diane Bairstow
www.gypsypoetproductions.com

PLAY BALL!

Fourth of July Fireworks

• Bald Eagles are the national bird of  the United States.
• Bald Eagles are birds of  prey meaning they hunt for food.
• Their wingspan can be 7’ wide.
• Bald Eagles can fly up to 50 miles per hour and up to  
10,000 feet above the ground.

• A Bald Eagle isn’t bald at all.  They are called bald because of their white heads.
• Bald Eagle have 7,000 feathers.
• When they lose one feather from one wing they lose one from the other wing too.
• Bald Eagles mate for life and during mating season September-April males and females work to-

gether to build large nests with sticks that can be 8 feet wide.

Bald Eagle Facts

A Poppy & Pierre Adventure
story by M. Diane Bairstow, drawing by Ginny Ducale

What are the last words of 
the National Anthem?

“When the first boom came, they squealed 
and leapt back under the covers.”

http://www.gypsypoetproductions.com
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Thank you, Moffat teachers  
and support staff !

by Elise Lovato
No matter what path you 

take in life there is a huge chance 
that a teacher has impacted your 
life in some manner. Whether it is 
through a science project, history 
assignment, the explanation of a 
math problem, artistic technique, 
the teaching of fundamentals of 
a sport, etc. Academically, we can 
name other ways that a teacher 
has impacted our lives through 
teaching concepts of various sub-
jects. However, it is the other “little 
things” that teachers do that have 
a bigger impact on an individual’s 
life. There are those teachers who 
see the best in you, who push you 
to work harder to accomplish your 
goals and genuinely believe in you 
and want what is best for you. 
They take the time to get to know 
you as an individual, they joke 
with you, laugh with you and yes, 
they even have consequences if 
you do not come to class prepared 
or you aren’t displaying your best 
character in the hallways.  

It is at Moffat School that I 
have witnessed and been a part of 
all of this, some as a student my-
self, a coach and now a school coun-
selor. Some of the teachers who cur-
rently work here have had a lasting 
impact on my life and helped guide 
me in the career that I have cho-
sen. There is one constant thing 
that stands out for me when I think 
about all the years that I have been 
at Moffat School in various roles, 
and that is family. 

The Moffat School family is 
an amazing thing to be a part of. 
We may disagree on some things 
but we always support and want 
what is best for our students and 
our school. We pull together when 
things get tough and we always try 
to do what is best for the children 
who attend this school. 

My Moffat School fam-
ily has shifted in some ways over 
the years, some individuals have 
moved away, graduated or gone 
in a different direction in life. 
However, we are still a family. We 
catch up with each other, we use 
one another as consultants, and 
we help each other through life’s 
trials. This is a bond that cannot 
be broken. 

Not many understand all the 
obstacles that one is faced with 
when teaching and working in a 
school. For instance, teachers are 
evaluated on what a student does 
or does not know. It does not matter 
if we have a 50% mobility rate (the 
number of students who stay in our 
district and those who move out over 
the course of the school year) or if we 
are fighting against other obstacles 
to student success. I know many 
of us have seen the cartoons about 
how teachers work nine months out 
of the year but people do not fully 
realize how much work goes into 
lesson planning, learning new ways 
of teaching, grading papers, finding 
new opportunities for students or 
all the time that goes into worry-
ing about students. Teachers work 
extremely hard and put in more 
hours than one can imagine. It isn’t 
just an eight-to-four job, four days a 
week. Teachers truly go above and 
beyond and are true treasures. 

Recognition of Support Staff 
is often overlooked. These folks 
make sure that the building is 
up to par and clean, funds are 
kept in order, meals are prepared, 
technology is up to date, athletics 
are supervised, bus routes run, 
parents notified of events and so 
much more. Many of these indi-
viduals can be overlooked, but 
they come in every day, including 
most weekends, and also continue 
to work over the summer to make 
sure that everything is taken care 
of and ready for the coming year. 
Most of these individuals have an 
impact on our students’ lives as 
well. They notice when a student 
is having a difficult day, they are 
there to celebrate when things go 
great, and they genuinely care 
about the overall wellbeing of 
each and every student. They too 
go above and beyond and are an 
amazing asset to our school and 
family. 

It is with this that I can hon-
estly say Moffat School has amaz-

ing teachers and staff; we have an 
amazing family! So a special thank 
you to all of you for all the hard 
work you put in to helping not only 
our students, but each other, suc-
ceed. You all are extremely dedi-
cated and it is an honor to work 
with each and every one of you. 
What you do never goes unnoticed, 
it may be from a fellow colleague, 
a student, a parent or community 
member. I cannot say thank you 
enough for each and every one of 
you! It is all of you who help com-
plete this family! 

It was during the week of 
May 8-12 that we celebrated 
Teacher and Staff Appreciation 
Week. Goodies were brought in, 
prizes were donated by various 
businesses in our community and 
we celebrated the importance of 
our teachers and staff. Thank you 
all who helped make this a special 
week for our teachers and staff! 
Moffat School would not be com-
plete without you!

Congratulations Class of 2017!
On May 20, Moffat High School held their graduation ceremony for 

the class of 2017. Seniors shared memories with their friends and fami-
lies, had a special presentation to thank those who have helped them, 
heard from teachers Lyndal Smith and Lori Lovato about their contribu-
tions to their school and community, as well as words of advice from their 
guest speaker, Virginia Drake. 

Scholarships awarded to seniors were also announced, giving the 
class of 2017 a total of $487,472 in scholarships. Overall it was a great 
celebration for our seniors.  We are so proud of each and every one of you 
and we look forward to the amazing things you will do!

Moffat School News is 
sponsored by

Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Monte Vista
852-5991

Trust & Strength Since 1899

10% off
Second

Sundays(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm

THE BEST ICED COFFEE 
YOU EVER HAD!

WWW.MIRAGETRADINGCO.COM

I N   M O F FAT  N E X T  T O  T H E  P O S T  O F F I C E

719-256-4357

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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A call for high school mentors
One of the many things that 

makes the Crestone Charter School 
a unique place to learn and grow is 
our high school mentorship program. 
CCS mentorships open a window for 
students to explore exciting subjects 
and gain valuable skills and experi-
ences that would otherwise be out of 
reach in such a small rural school. In 
addition, the program offers a way 
for our diverse Crestone community 
members to share their knowledge 
and professional experience with the 
younger generation. The CCS men-
torship program, like the Crestone 
community itself, is dynamic, crea-
tive, and always evolving.

Through their mentorships, 
CCS students have an opportunity to 
learn skills and develop talents that 
they may never have been exposed to 
otherwise: practical skills like cook-
ing, first aid, and outdoor survival; 
marketable skills like sustainable 
building, permaculture, and entre-
preneurship; creative skills like fine 
arts and music; life-enriching skills 
like creative writing, personal fit-
ness, and meditation. These are just 
a few of the possibilities.

CCS is looking for outstand-
ing mentorship opportunities for 
our 2017-18 high school students. 
Crestone is a unique community of 
artists, builders, healers, and teach-
ers of all kinds.  Our community is 

home to many people who are highly 
skilled and successful in their areas of 
passion. By choosing to become CCS 
mentors, community members can 
give the gift of their knowledge and 
experience to an amazing group of 
young people who are poised to make 
a huge positive impact on our future. 
In addition to receiving a modest 
paid stipend, CCS mentors can give 
something truly valuable back to the 
young people of our community. It 
can be a deeply rewarding experience 
for students and mentors alike. Ex-
perience working with young people 
is helpful, but not essential. Enthusi-
asm and a strong desire to give back 
to our community is a must. If you 
are interested in becoming a CCS 
high school mentor, or have any ques-
tions about our mentorship program, 
please email Deb Morley: dmorley@
crestonecharter.com.

Building a peacemaking culture
This June, CCS director Marie-

Louise Baker and newly-hired school 
counselor Shauna Ianson visited the 
Navajo Nation’s STAR (Service to 
All Relations) school, located about 
25 miles east of Flagstaff, Arizona. 
The purpose of the visit, in addition 
to strengthening CCS’s relationship 
with a like-minded “sister school,” 
was to learn more about STAR’s 
unique and successful peacemaking 
process.

STAR school founder Mark So-
rensen and Diné community peace-
maker Thomas Walker, Jr. explained 
that their peacemaking process is 
rooted in the broad, traditional un-
derstanding of interconnectedness 
that has sustained their community 
for many generations. The core value 
that forms the basis of the peace-
making process is harmony among 
all relationships (interpersonal rela-
tionships, relationships with the self, 

the natural world, and so on). This 
basic recognition of our natural state 
of harmony, and the need to restore 
harmony in times of conflict, has had 
a strong influence on the develop-
ment of progressive conflict resolu-
tion models including Restorative 
Justice and Unitive Justice.

Unlike conventional school 
behavioral policies, which often at-
tempt to use punishment and exclu-
sion to deal with students who misbe-
have, STAR’s peacemaking process 
is a voluntary, open-ended method 
for restoring harmony when peaceful 
relationships have been disrupted. 
Using compassionate inquiry and 
attentive listening, any form of con-
flict can be transformed into deeper 
harmony. The STAR school applies 
their traditional peacemaking pro-
cess to conflicts and problems of all 
kinds, including truancy, substance 
abuse, theft, and violence. It’s simple 
enough for young children to apply, 
and they often use the process to re-
solve playground disputes and minor 
school conflicts themselves.

CCS is thrilled to have this op-
portunity to learn more about tra-
ditional peacemaking, and to apply 
this ancient yet progressive under-
standing here in our own school. And 
we are very excited about deepen-
ing our relationship with the STAR 
school.

Scott Tieder takes time to read to CCS’s Early Elementary class.

Nick and Jessika Carpenter share food 
for a CCS teacher appreciation lunch.

Hillary Semanski helps out in the Intermediate classroom. 
 

Sherry Rosenwinkle volunteers for a 
school campout. 

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

Emergencies Welcome❖
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges 
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Permanent Crowns

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Modern Technology 
Digital X-Rays

prepared and delivered in one appointment

STILL MOUNTAIN
    Classical Five-Element

ACUPUNCTURE
 Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
Treating the whole person~body, mind & spirit

719 - 256 - 4775
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by David Nicholas
Fury unleashed 
He can’t help himself and it 

only took 148 days for him to ad-
mit that he, Donald J. Trump, was 
being investigated for obstructing 
justice. The tweet of admission ap-
pearing on June 16 stood without 
correction for 24 hours and at time 
of writing is still on his Twitter ac-
count. The tweet read, “I am being 
investigated for firing the FBI Di-
rector by the man who told me to 
fire the FBI Director! Witch Hunt” 
(the lack of punctuation is his). 

This admission gave the out-
side lawyers whom Mr. Trump 
hired to handle his interests before 
the Special Prosecutor conniption 
fits—heart failure being too strong 
a description. All the major news-
casts and cable news channels ran 
with it. 

So when his attorneys tried 
to walk back and redirect the nar-
rative on the weekend of June 17-
18, saying that Mr. Trump was not 
the subject of an investigation by 
Special Prosecutor Robert Muel-
ler, their interviews got heated. 
Very heated. 

Jay Sekulow, a member of the 
President’s personal legal team, 
was live on all the Sunday talk 
shows and he ended up fighting 
with all the hosts without excep-
tion, from CNN’s Jake Tapper to 
NBC’s Chuck Todd to Fox’s Chris 
Wallace and ended up contradict-
ing himself in trying to deny that 
Mr. Trump was not the subject of 
the investigation. 

The stronger Mr. Sekulow 
denied, it begged the question 
that MSNBC’s Hardball host 
Chris Matthews had been asking 
for days now: “What has he (Mr. 
Trump) got to hide?”

My answer is that he’s wor-
ried that his past will catch up 
with him. There’s a lot for him to 
be worried about which, if publicly 
exposed, will stain and possibly 
compromise his integrity as Presi-
dent of the United States, and be-
smirch his character. Specifically, 
this would be his penchant for 
special sexual proclivities, and his 
financial dealings with Russian 
oligarchs connected to Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

What would compromise Mr. 
Trump would be the release or 
surreptitious exposure of Russian 
videos and recordings that the 
Russian FSB (Russian Security 
Service) has of him. Very compro-
mising material, which at some 
point will show up. 

In my view they exist and 
have been shown to Mr. Trump. It 
is my contention his fired National 
Security Advisor, Michael Flynn, 
either has seen or knows of their 
existence. You will recall that Mr. 
Trump fired Mr. Flynn at the in-
sistence of Vice President Mike 
Pence. 

Worse, the contacts of MI6 
spy Christopher Steele document-
ed all of this in the Trump Russian 
dossier. It was the initial source 
for the FBI’s investigation into 
Russian influence in the election. 
As much as Mr. Trump’s surrogate 

pundits try 
to discredit 
the con-
tents, the 
dossier is 
still in play 
as a source for the investigation. 
More, Mr. Trump knows it.

As I see it, this has Mr. Trump 
scared about being exposed, hence 
the gargantuan effort to stop and 
bury the investigation. I could be 
wrong but if not, why doesn’t he 
embrace the investigation and en-
courage investigators to get to the 
bottom of it?

There are stories that he 
rages about the White House fum-
ing over the Russia investigation. 
Commentators are saying he just 
can’t compartmentalize the scan-
dal and so he stews over this while 
the rest of the Ship of State wal-
lows along. About the only distrac-
tion he gets is to try and disman-
tle the legacy of President Barack 
Obama. In June he decided to 
undo Obama’s rapprochement 
with Cuba. More below.

Meanwhile, Special Prosecu-
tor Robert Mueller was getting 
his ducks lined up, hiring 13 at-
torneys to help with the investiga-
tion while meeting with Congres-
sional Intelligence Committees 
leadership—the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee on June 14 and 
the House Intelligence Committee 
on May 19—in order to coordinate 
and not “deconflict” (double up/
overlap) on the Russian investiga-
tion. 

One last thing for this month. 
It’s being reported that Senator 
Sheldon Whitehouse on the Intel-
ligence Committee says that he 
believes General Flynn is work-
ing with the FBI on the Russian 
investigation. If that’s the case, 
then Mr. Trump’s fears may well 
become his living nightmare. 

That said, the month of June 
was riveting to the political ob-
server. 

Declaration of War: June 
9, 2017

Two days after the anniver-
sary of D-Day, former FBI Director 
James Comey testified before the 
Senate Intelligence Committee 
and fired the opening salvo in an 
event former Director of National 
Intelligence Admiral James Clap-
per described as “worse than Wa-
tergate.” 

TV ratings agency A.C. Niels-
en said the almost three hours of 
testimony by Director Comey drew 
a daytime audience of 20.5 million 
viewers. Watching history unfold-
ing before your eyes is pretty com-
pelling, with Mr. Comey testifying 
to what President Putin’s servant 
said in one-on-one meetings with 
him. 

In three hours Mr. Comey 
called Mr. Trump a liar, five times. 
As much as several Republican 
Senators tried to impugn his ve-
racity without success, overall his 
testimony was seen as truthful 
and honest.

Although his written state-
ment before the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee was released 24 

hours before, it was incorporated 
into the record as part of his tes-
timony. What follows below is an 
excerpt of his testimony about the 
private dinner he had with Mr. 
Trump.

The written Comey Testi-
mony: January 27 dinner

(First two paragraphs ex-
cluded)

“The President began by ask-
ing me whether I wanted to stay 
on as FBI Director, which I found 
strange because he had already 
told me twice in earlier conversa-
tions that he hoped I would stay, 
and I had assured him that I in-
tended to. He said that lots of peo-
ple wanted my job and, given the 
abuse I had taken during the pre-
vious year, he would understand if 
I wanted to walk away. 

“My instincts told me that the 
one-on-one setting, and the pre-
tense that this was our first dis-
cussion about my position, meant 
the dinner was, at least in part, 
an effort to have me ask for my job 
and create some sort of patronage 
relationship. That concerned me 
greatly, given the FBI’s tradition-
ally independent status in the ex-
ecutive branch. 

“I replied that I loved my 
work and intended to stay and 
serve out my ten-year term as Di-
rector. And then, because the set-
up made me uneasy, I added that I 
was not “reliable” in the way poli-
ticians use that word, but he could 
always count on me to tell him 
the truth. I added that I was not 
on anybody’s side politically and 
could not be counted on in the tra-
ditional political sense; a stance I 
said was in his best interest as the 
President. 

“A few moments later, the 
President said, “I need loyalty, 
I expect loyalty.” I didn’t move, 
speak, or change my facial ex-
pression in any way during the 
awkward silence that followed. 
We simply looked at each other 
in silence. The conversation then 
moved on, but he returned to the 
subject near the end of our dinner. 

“At one point, I explained why 
it was so important that the FBI 
and the Department of Justice be 
independent of the White House. 
I said it was a paradox: Through-
out history, some Presidents have 
decided that because “problems” 
come from Justice, they should try 
to hold the Department close. But 
blurring those boundaries ulti-
mately makes the problems worse 
by undermining public trust in the 
institutions and their work. 

“Near the end of our dinner, 
the President returned to the sub-
ject of my job, saying he was very 
glad I wanted to stay, adding that 
he had heard great things about 
me from Jim Mattis, Jeff Sessions, 
and many others. He then said, “I 
need loyalty.” I replied, “You will 
always get honesty from me.” He 
paused and then said, “That’s what 
I want, honest loyalty.” I paused, 
and then said, “You will get that 
from me.” As I wrote in the memo I 
created immediately after the din-
ner, it is possible we understood 
the phrase “honest loyalty” differ-
ently, but I decided it wouldn’t be 
productive to push it further. The 
term—honest loyalty—had helped 
end a very awkward conversation 
and my explanations had made 
clear what he should expect. 

“During the dinner, the Presi-

dent returned to the salacious ma-
terial I had briefed him about on 
January 6, and, as he had done 
previously, expressed his disgust 
for the allegations and strongly 
denied them. He said he was con-
sidering ordering me to investi-
gate the alleged incident to prove 
it didn’t happen. I replied that he 
should give that careful thought 
because it might create a narra-
tive that we were investigating 
him personally, which we weren’t, 
and because it was very difficult 
to prove a negative. He said he 
would think about it and asked me 
to think about it. 

“As was my practice for con-
versations with President Trump, 
I wrote a detailed memo about the 
dinner immediately afterwards 
and shared it with the senior lead-
ership team of the FBI.” 

 The Jeff Sessions testi-
mony

By contrast, the Attorney 
General’s testimony on June 13 
was very contentious. He obfus-
cated or pleaded memory loss long 
and often. At some point, Mr. Ses-
sions appeared overwhelmed by 
the intensity of the questioning, 
playing defense much of the time. 
It has been speculated for some 
weeks that Mr. Trump was dis-
pleased with his Attorney-General 
and on one occasion it was known 
that Mr. Sessions had offered to re-
sign and was refused. It appeared 
that his testimony before the com-
mittee was to take one for his boss.

Mr. Sessions’ appearance be-
fore the committee was pressured. 
The Attorney General was clearly 
uncomfortable and nervous start-
ing out. In his opening remarks 
he used the word “colleagues,” re-
minding Senate committee mem-
bers that he was one if them once. 

In his opening statement, Mr. 
Sessions said any suggestion that 
he participated in or was aware of 
any collusion between the Trump 
campaign and the Russian govern-
ment to undermine the democratic 
process “is an appalling and de-
testable lie.” 

Mr. Sessions also denied talk-
ing to any Russian official in the 
Mayflower Hotel in Washington at 
an event in April 2016, rejecting re-
ports that he may have had an un-
disclosed meeting with the Russian 
ambassador, Sergey I. Kislyak, 
at that event. He said he recalled 
no private conversations with any 
Russian officials at that reception 
and “if any brief interaction oc-
curred in passing with the Russian 
ambassador, I do not remember it.” 

Mr. Sessions refused to talk 
about direct communications with 
Mr. Trump, saying, “I cannot and 
will not violate my duty to protect 
the confidential communications I 
have with the president.” 

Pressed by ranking member 
Senator Mark Warner (D-VA), 
though, Mr. Sessions clarified that 
Mr. Trump had not invoked execu-
tive privilege—a constitutional 
doctrine that permits a president 
to shield his confidential com-
munications with subordinates. 
Rather, he said it was a matter of 
longstanding Justice Department 
practices to keep those discussions 
secret. 

“I’m not able to comment on 
conversations with high officials 
in the White House,” Mr. Sessions 
said, denying that he was “stone-
walling.” 

The Washington Beat
Reduxing Watergate: 
Obstructing justice in 2017

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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As the testimony unfolded, 
that played out in several ways. 
For example, at one point, Mr. Ses-
sions refused to say whether he 
had discussed the F.B.I. investiga-
tion into Russian interference with 
the 2016 election with Mr. Trump. 

At another, asked by Sena-
tor Marco Rubio, R-FL), about the 
account of Mr. Comey, the former 
F.B.I. Director, that Mr. Trump 
had cleared the Oval Office after 
a Feb. 14 meeting—including ask-
ing Mr. Sessions to leave—Mr. Ses-
sions said that would be a White 
House communication he could not 
comment on. But when Mr. Rubio 
asked if Mr. Sessions remembered 
seeing Mr. Comey stay behind, Mr. 
Sessions replied, “Yes.” 

Senator Martin Heinrich (D-
NM) criticized Mr. Sessions for re-
fusing to answer questions about 
his conversations with Mr. Trump. 
The Senator argued that since 
the President had not invoked 
executive privilege, Mr. Sessions 
had no legal basis for declining to 
provide answers, accusing him of 
“obstructing” the Congressional 
investigation. 

In summary, Mr. Sessions’ 
attempt to neutralize the contro-
versy of Mr. Comey’s testimony did 
little to change the ongoing and 
determined narrative to keep the 
Russian investigation front and 
center. 

The American Health 
Care Act

Meanwhile back in the Sen-
ate, GOP Senators—mainly Sen-
ate Majority Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell’s office—have been hard at 
work trying to draw up a version of 
the AHCA designed to “repeal and 
replace” Obamacare that could be 
palatable to a Republican majority 
and could muster 51 votes. The aim 
was that the new version would be 
circulated at least a week before 
the July 4 holiday, then submitted 
for a vote on the floor as soon as 
possible, then reconciled with the 
House version, then be signed by 
Mr. Trump. The rush was so GOP 
members could go back to their 
constituents bragging that they 
had carried out a major part of the 
Republican agenda.

Despite the GOP furor to get 
a version of AHCA/BHCA passed 
before the July 4 recess, Senate 
Majority Leader Mike McConnell 
capitulated and postponed bring-
ing the bill in its current version to 
the floor of the Senate in June. He 
couldn’t get the numbers within 
his own party to sign on to it, with 
moderate GOP Senators refusing 
to support a cloture motion to al-
low the bill to be debated. 

One Belt–One Road: Chi-
na’s Silk Road initiative

Earlier this year, much fan-
fare was made of two events to 
which most of the major networks 
gave scant attention. The first 
was that a train carrying Chi-
nese goods went from Shanghai to 
London. The second was that the 
leaders and delegates of 68 na-
tions showed up at a conference 
in Beijing held May 14-15, called 
“One Belt-One Road,” where Chi-
na touted its economic philosophy 
to build infrastructure and other 
projects around the world. 

First, the train. The train 
travelled from China through the 
‘Stans of Central Asia, Turkey, 
western Europe, and ending up in 
London. There is no single-gauge 

track that goes the entire distance; 
in fact, are were five different 
gauges, so the freight containers 
needed to be transferred to differ-
ent rolling stock for each length of 
track. The whole process from A to 
B took ten days and cut off the sev-
eral weeks it takes to use contain-
er shipping. The plan is to build 
one-gauge track using Chinese 
investment. This is a mechanized 
silk railroad that can bypass pos-
sible contentious shipping routes 
such as those which pass through 
the South China Sea. 

The process will take years 
to complete but building infra-
structure is one of the things that 
has made the PRC the dominant 
investor in Africa. Chinese invest-
ments would build railroads link-
ing countries and nations, particu-
larly those that once had railroads 
when western powers built them 
in the 18th and 19th centuries, but 
which have fallen apart over time. 
The policy that guides this invest-
ment is One Belt-One Road, and 
it has grabbed attention that can-
not be matched by any European 
power, Russia or us.

One Belt-One Road is set to 
be more than seven times bigger 
than America’s Marshall Plan (to 
rebuild Europe after the Second 
World War), with 68 countries 
signed up. Beijing wants to exer-
cise regional leadership, and make 
the Renminbi (the Chinese curren-
cy) the main trade and investment 
currency in countries involved.

In 2013 Chinese President 
Xi Jinping unveiled an ambitious 
economic and foreign policy— the 
“Silk Road Economic Belt” and 
the “21st Century Maritime Silk 
Road”.

China wants to revive across 
ocean and land the network of 
silk-trade routes of centuries past. 
It’s instigating an infrastructure-
building boom across Central 
Asia to Europe to boost trade and 
improve transport logistics. The 
land-based projects are the belt. 
Various economic corridors are on 
the cards too, including with Paki-
stan, Mongolia and Bangladesh.

The maritime route will con-
nect China’s southern provinces to 
southeast Asia and the east coast 
of Africa with ports and railways.

One Belt-One Road has $1.3 
trillion worth of projects already 
initiated. President Xi announced 
an extra $124 billion at the inter-
national summit.

Georgia special election 
June 19

The most expensive Congres-
sional election in history reached 
a conclusion on June 19 in a close 
Republican victory. $50 million 
was spent, much of it by Demo-
crats, because the race in the 6th 
Congressional District became a 
litmus test for Mr. Trump’s poli-
cies. Ms. Handel won comfortably 
over Democrat Jon Ossoff, 52-48%. 
Tom Price held the GOP seat by 
23 points before he became Health 
and Human Services Secretary in 
the Trump administration.

Democrat Jon Ossoff, a non-
resident in the district, won a pri-
mary race in mid-April and made 
a sure-GOP seat a cliffhanger. Re-
publican Karen Handel won the 
nomination in the April primary 
over seven other contenders.

The Trump Cuban policy, 
“A grotesque spectacle”

This attempt to roll back 

President Obama’s enlightened 
Cuba policy was announced June 
16 before an adoring crowd in Mi-
ami’s Little Havana. Trump de-
cried his predecessor’s “terrible 
and misguided deal with the Cas-
tro regime,” and promised that 
“We will enforce the ban on tour-
ism. We will enforce the embar-
go,” and otherwise set about dis-
mantling his predecessor’s legacy. 
Well, we will see. 

Mr. Trump’s malicious little 
sneer as he announced this foolish 
policy was carried out with Sena-
tor Marco Rubio’s (R-FL) beaming 
approval. Mr. Rubio has aligned 
his base with the aging Miami Cu-
ban-Americans who are out-of-step 
with young Cuban-Americans and 
the rest of America who want to 
visit the country of the ancestors.

A particular target of Mr. 
Trump’s new policy is companies 
tied to Cuba’s military, which 
cover broad swaths of the tourist 
industry, from nightclubs to hotels 
and resorts. Fewer tourists means 
less business for Cuba’s massive 
Armed Forces Business Enter-
prises Group (GAESA), which is 
said to control 60% of the nation’s 
economy.

Whether this has any effect, 
only time will tell, but here are 
three things to remember:

1. President Trump has no 
plans to close the recently reo-
pened US embassy in Havana. 
Nor will he curtail in any way 
diplomatic relations, meaning the 
door to a direct dialogue between 
the countries, closed from 1961 to 
2014, remains open. Trump was 
clear: He wants to keep negotiat-
ing and has promised “a much bet-
ter deal,” though how much the 
Cubans will be willing to engage 
with the U.S. remains to be seen. 
Unlikely.

2. Travel is still possible. 
U.S. airlines can still land at Cu-
ban airports. U.S. cruise ships can 
still call at Cuban ports. And U.S. 
citizens, as long as they fall with-
in one of 12 authorized categories, 
can still enter Cuba with a U.S. 
passport. 

One notable exception is so-
called individual people-to-people 
travel, a loosely enforced allow-
ance under which adventurous 
American tourists were lately free 
to visit Cuba on their own. Among 
the biggest beneficiaries were 
the ordinary Cubans who opened 
small restaurants (paladares) ca-
tering to tourists and converted 
their homes to B&Bs (casas par-
ticulares).  

The big mistake is that this 
policy hits Cuba’s budding entre-
preneurial class, otherwise sub-
sisting on meager state salaries. 
The impact could be catastrophic. 
It could mean the difference be-
tween people getting three square 
meals a day and going hungry.

3. Nothing Mr. Trump an-
nounced last week is effective im-
mediately. All is contingent on the 
issuance of new regulations due 
in 90 days from the Office of For-
eign Assets Control (OFAC). Until 
then, presumably, it’s business as 
usual, albeit within the strict lim-
its that were there all along. The 
wait time for issuing such licenses 
is 180 days.

Cuba’s response was clear. 
Two days later, Cuba’s Foreign 
Minister Bruno Rodriguez said 
“we will never negotiate under 
pressure or under threat” and re-
fused to return US fugitives who 
have received asylum in Cuba. “It 
was a grotesque spectacle straight 
from the cold war,” Señor Rodri-
guez said in Vienna, during a tour 
of European countries, in a news 
conference broadcast live in Cuba.

Can’t argue with that. Enjoy 
the Fourth.

And the beat goes on.

Shumei International Institute
Sharing Healing Jyorei, Natural Agriculture, 

art and beauty with the world.....

8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services) are always open to the public

Art Symposia, Exhibitions, Concerts and Special Events

See the community calendar or visit www.shumeicrestone.org

for an up to date schedule
Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284

art gallery and site tours available every day from 9 -5

have a safe and happy 4th of july!

http://www.shumeicrestone.org
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More volunteers arrived and 
through out the day worked the 
beds and planted flowers. By late 
afternoon all the flowers were 
planted, beds were mulched and 
everything watered. People spoke 
on how much can be accomplished 
when we pull together.  

People helped each other. 
Adults and children planted flow-
ers together. Teams seemed to form 
effortlessly, like a dance, with com-
mon purpose. The air was filled 
with excitement and incredible 
fellowship. It was common to hear 
people expressing their joy with 
phrases such as “astounding!,  un-
believable!” and “so uplifting!”

It was hard but rewarding 
work. Our community merchants 
refreshed us. The Mercantile pro-
vided juice, water and fresh fruit. 
Carrie Allen made hundreds of 
her delicious donuts (with festive 
frosting). The Crestone Brewing 
Co. made fresh, hot breakfast bur-
ritos for everyone. As you enjoy the 
new look and beauty in our village, 
please acknowledge the hard work 
of our volunteers and the generos-

ity of the merchants who nourished 
them and kept them going.

Says Patrick Moore, “The mis-
sion of the Fellowship of the Flow-
ers has always been: Let us create 
an oasis of light and beauty and 
fellowship high up here, where no 
shadow can touch. The vehicle was 
to plant the flower beds.”

Several people have adopted 
a bed and will continue to care 
for those beds. You’ll see them out 
tending the plants. More beds are 
available for adoption if anyone 
wants to make a bed their own spe-
cial project. Help needed!

To all the volunteers, donors 
and community supporters, thank 
you so very much. Because of you 
our village is more beautiful. Spe-
cial thanks to Town Clerk Allyson 
Ransom, Treasurer Gwynn Busby 
and tractor man and chief rock-
mover Jim Hollmer.

The planter beds were cre-
ated last year as part of the Pe-
destrian Pathways Project that 
included sideways, curbs, gutters 
and planter beds. Burt Wadman 
was the designer for the project. 
The Town did not have the funds to 
do the final beautification  of trees 
and plants  —so the people stepped 
up and made it happen. Thank you.

Flowers & trees
continued from page 1

 
 

Crestone Shotokan Karate Club 
 

Summer Session 
Beginning, Tuesday, at 6.15 p.m. on July 11 

Crestone Charter School Rainbow Room 
 

Class schedule:  
Tuesdays and Thursdays, starting promptly at 6.15 p.m to 7.30 p.m. 

and Saturdays, starting promptly at 10.30 a.m. to 11.45 a.m. 
 

Open to all, ages 12-years-old or above or with permission of instructor, 
Sara Grimes,  7th-degree black belt in the International Shotokan Karate Federation, 

sgrimes@umass.edu 
 

Club dues: $20 per month 
 
 

The Crestone Shotokan Karate Club is a member of the Mountain States Region of the International Shotokan Karate Federation. 
ISKF.com 

 
 

The Crestone Shotokan Karate Club is a member of the Mountain States Region  
of the International Shotokan Karate Federation. 

ISKF.com

NEW GIRL ON THE BLOCK
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON

Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 81143

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

Patrick Moore organized the flower 
planting event, raised the funds, ordered 
and collected the plants and recruited 
volunteers. Awesome.

Volunteers plant the Silver Street circle. As the trees and flowers grow, it will become a 
park-like centerpiece.                   photo by Burt Wadman                                                          

Jeff Winsett, center, brings lots of laughs and good energy to the community flower and 
tree planting. Here they are planting a Mountain Ash. photo by Lori Nagel

Crestone Town Clerk Allyson Ransom oversees the unloading of trees.

Gretchen Nelson, in charge of the Town 
Parks, and Kizzen Lakai, who organized 
the tree purchasing & planting project. 

John and Cheryl Rowe helping to transplant all that luscious greenery as a part of the 
community flower and tree planting that took place downtown.      photo by Lori Nagel

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:sgrimes@umass.edu


by Mary Lowers
The Crestone Ziggurat, as it is 

known, rises from a rocky hill on the 
southeast edge of the Baca Grande. 
It is visible for miles, a unique  and 
mysterious Crestone landmark 
that draws visitors. Climbing to 
the top gives you sweeping views 
of our vast landscape—towering 
mountains and broad valley. It is a 
place that is very quiet and condu-
cive to contemplation. 

If you follow Wagon Wheel 
Road south after the pavement 
ends, turn left on Cottonwood 
Creek and left on Staghorn and fol-
low the meandering road east and 
south, respecting the signs for ve-
hicular access. The dark mustard-
colored tower of the Ziggurat will 
soon appear. My dog and I enjoy 
walking out there on cool early 
mornings. The air always seems 
fresh and crystalline as we make 
our way up the switchback trail 
to the tower which draws you ever 
upward. Ziggurat comes from an 
ancient Assyrian word ziffurantu, 
meaning light pinnacle.

A ziggurat by definition is a 
rectangular stepped tower. The 
first of these temple structures we 
know about were erected by the 
ancient Sumerians who lived on 
the rich flood plain between the 
Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in 
what is now Iraq.  The Sumerians 
first appeared on the flood plain 
around 4000 BCE. The earliest of 
these tower structures appeared 
about the end of the third mil-
lennium BCE. The purpose of a 
ziggurat is to get people closer to 
heaven, the sky, home of the gods; 
in fact the ancient Mesopotami-
ans believed a ziggurat connected 
heaven and earth. 

Ziggurat towers are tradition-
ally fashioned from mud bricks dried 

in the desert sun, with mud plaster 
used as mortar to fill in cracks and 
surface the structure. The Crestone 
ziggurat is built of concrete. These 
lofty, ascending structures were 
erected in successive stages. They 
have an outside staircase winding 
to the summit of the tower. Each Su-
marian city had a ziggurat as part 
of its temple complex. Priests per-
formed sacred ceremonies and rites 
on the ziggurat. Scholars have found 
evidence pointing to the use of the 
ziggurat for a sacred marriage be-
tween the king and his consort with 
the gods. This added divine power to 
the royal couple.

Ziggurats as a form of tem-
ple were passed on from the early 
Sumerians to later cultures that 
inhabited Fertile Crescent. The 
ancient civilizations of Babylon 
and Assyria adopted the towers. 
Three to seven stories in height, 
a ziggurat was often built to hon-
or the main god of a city. Nothing 
the ancient peoples of Mesopota-
mia thought could be accomplished 
without the help and intercession 
of a pantheon of gods dedicated to 
specific tasks. For example humans 
were created from clay by Enki the 
god of earth and flowing waters, at 

the request of his mother Nammie, 
to do the footwork of the gods.

The Crestone Ziggurat was 
commissioned by Najeed Halaby, 
father of Queen Noor of Jordan. 
Halaby bought the land the ziggurat 
occupies from Hanne and Maurice 
Strong after they bought the Baca 
Grande from AZL Resources, Inc. in 
1978. Halaby, who also built a home 
nearby, constructed the Ziggurat for 
private prayer and meditation. At 
the time Maurice Strong, the first 
chief of the United Nations Envi-
ronmental Program, said he saw the 
Baca Grande as an attempt to “har-
monize the people who affect the 
environment.” The Strong family 
continues to work hard to make the 
area a spiritual peace center honor-
ing all paths to the divine to promote 
peace and understanding.

Halaby, an American of Syr-
ian Christian descent, was born in 
Dallas, TX December 16, 1928. He 
graduated from Stanford Univer-
sity and attended Yale Law School. 
He was a Navy test pilot in WWII. 
In the early 1960s President Ken-
nedy appointed Halaby head of the 

Federal Aviation Agency. He served 
as chairman and CEO of Pan Amer-
ican Airlines from 1969 to 1972. 
He married three times. Halaby’s 
daughter Lisa, who trained as 
an urban planner, became Queen 
Noor of Jordan. She was the first 
American to become queen of an 
Arab nation. In 1978 she converted 
to Islam. According to Henry Lou-
is Gates Jr., in Faces of America, 
“Her Majesty Queen Noor is an in-
ternational public servant and an 
outspoken voice on issues of world 
peace and international justice.”

In recent decades the Cre-
stone Ziggurat has continued as a 
site for private prayer and medi-
tation. Local spiritual seeker and 
teacher, Wonder Bob has hosted 
dances where participants join 
hands and follow the beat in a cir-
cle around the ziggurat. You can 
see a film of this on YouTube; just 
search for Crestone Ziggurat 2012.

The Crestone Ziggurat is 
available to the public to visit. Re-
spect for the land and structure is 
requested. Awe just comes natural-
ly with its presence.
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Ziggurat: Climb up, 
commune with the divine

The Ziggurat, local Crestone landmark, was commissioned by Najeed Halaby, father of 
Queen Noor of Jordan, for private prayer and meditation. photo by Haruyuki Suzuki

The path to the Ziggurat.  photo by Zane Issac https://www.etsy.com/shop/
 ZaneisaacPhotography and zane-isaac.pixels.com 
 

Queen Noor and King Hussain of Jordan. 
Noor, formerly Lisa Halaby, was the first 
American to marry Arab royalty.

The Ziggurat is conducive to contemplation and is available to the public to visit.

https://www.etsy.com/shop/


Page B-2 • The Crestone Eagle • July, 2017 www.crestoneeagle.com

by Kim Malville
At the beginning of July, Ju-

piter will be the planet that domi-
nates the southwestern sky in the 
evening, setting about 1am. Saturn 
will be at its highest at midnight 
and, off to the east, Venus will rise 
about two and a half hours before 
the sun. 

July 1: In the southwest, the 
first quarter moon forms a large 
triangle with Jupiter and Spica. 
Perhaps you remember the guide: 
following the curve of the Big Dip-
per arc down to Arcturus (in the 
constellation of Bootes) and spike 
down to Spica (the brightest star in 
the constellation of Virgo).

July 3: On this hot day in the 
northern hemisphere, the earth 
reaches its greatest distance from 
the sun at 152,092,505 kilometers. 

July 3-7: Early risers may 
get a view of Venus just below the 
Pleiades in the east.

July 6: Saturn appears about 
six lunar diameters below the 
moon.

July 9: Full moon
July 16: Last quarter moon
July 23: Dark moon
July 24: Look to the west 

some 30 minutes after sunset. The 
very slender young crescent moon 
may be visible just above the hori-
zon and above it to the left you may 
be able to spot Mercury. 

July 28: The moon will be 
about 6 lunar diameters above Ju-
piter.

July 30: First quarter moon

Clanging Space-Time
The third well-documented de-

tection of gravitational waves was 
announced this year on June 1. This 
is the most distant detection yet of 
the violent merging of two massive 
black holes, lying nearly 3 billion 
light years away from us. These de-
tections by the LIGO (Laster Inter-
ferometer Gravitational Wave Ob-
servatory) are tours de force of both 
observation and theory. Not only 
are the effects tiny, but the ability 
of theoretical physicists to interpret 
them are truly extraordinary. These 
ripples in space and time changed 
the length of a 4-km LIGO arm by 
a ten thousandth of the width of a 
proton, equivalent to changing the 
distance to the nearest star outside 
the solar system by the width of one 

human hair’s 
width. Two 
black holes, far more massive than 
our sun, whirled around each other, 
spinning faster and faster, reaching 
speeds of more than half the speed 
of light. When they merged a burst 
of energy was generated, spreading 
out into the universe like ripples in 
our cosmic pond. When they reached 
Earth in January they were detect-
ed as tiny vibrations in the arms of 
LIGO in Louisiana and Washington 
state. The two black holes were 31.2 
and 19.4 solar masses. The result-
ing single black hole had a mass of 
48.7 solar masses. That means that 
within a very slim fraction of a sec-
ond an object nearly twice the mass 
of the sun was destroyed and con-
verted into energy.  

The first and second detec-
tions of merging black holes were 
located about 1.3 billion and 1.4 bil-
lion light-years away, making this 
the farthest yet. The collision in the 
first detection produced a new black 
hole of 62 solar masses, and the sec-
ond 21 solar masses. The presence 
of such huge black holes is shock-
ing and very puzzling. In the past, 
it seemed that a black hole could be 
created by the explosion of a single 
star, a super nova, which should 
have a mass more than perhaps 7 
times that of the sun.  How they got 
so massive is a great puzzle. Fur-
thermore, the thought of huge dark 
black holes wandering through our 
galaxy gobbling up stars and plan-
ets that come near can be truly dis-

concerting for those who like worry 
about such things.

LIGO is currently in the mid-
dle of an observation run that began 
last November and will continue 
through this summer. Its next run 
is scheduled to begin in late 2018 
and will have enhanced sensitivity, 
which could reveal more collisions 
between black holes or collisions 
between black holes and neutron 
stars. With even more sensitivity, 
LIGO-like detectors might be able 
to detect the collisions of primor-
dial black holes, possibly abundant 
chunks of matter that formed in 
the early universe that may have 
less mass than the sun. There also 
may be exotic black holes made of 
dark matter. In addition, most gal-
axies have vast black holes in their 

centers containing millions of solar 
masses. If, as the result of a colli-
sion of galaxies, these huge objects 
were to merge, the universe would 
be lit up with gravitational energy.   

Water for thirsty astro-
nauts

Shackleton is an impact cra-
ter that lies only a few miles from 
the south pole of the Moon. The 
peaks along the crater’s rim are ex-
posed to almost continual sunlight, 
while the interior is perpetually in 
shadow (a Crater of eternal dark-
ness). The low-temperature interi-
or of this crater functions as a cold 
trap that may capture and freeze 
volatiles shed during comet im-
pacts on the Moon. Measurements 
by the Lunar Prospector space-
craft showed higher-than-normal 
amounts of hydrogen within the 
crater, which may indicate the 
presence of water ice. The crater is 
named after my favorite Antarctic 
explorer, Ernest Shackleton, who 

got close to but never reached the 
south pole of the earth.

The walls of the crater keep 
its interior in perpetual darkness. 
Because the peaks of the crater are 
so close to the pole, they are almost 
continually illuminated by sunlight. 
Thus, we have peaks of eternal light 
surrounding a pit of eternal dark-
ness. As scary as that may sound, 
these peaks are perfect for solar 
panels, providing nearly continuous 
power to a future lunar base. 

NASA has identified the rim 
of Shackleton as a potential candi-
date for a lunar outpost, projected 
to run by 2020 and continuously 
staffed by a crew by 2024. The loca-
tion would allow self-sustainability 
for lunar residents, with sunlight 
on the south pole providing energy 
for solar panels. The floor of the 
crater could be mined for water, as 
well as hydrogen for fuel. Potatoes 
could be grown, and science fiction 
could become science fact!

Artist’s conception of tumbling black holes. MIT

Gravity waves from two black holes. photo courtesy of LIGO team

Eternal shadows inside of Shackleton Crater on the lunar south pole. NASA

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
Jim Hollmer is shuffling 

through odds and ends on a shelf 
when he pulls something out and 
holds it up. It’s a blue ribbon. Then 
another one. “See, this is what I get 
when I go to them tractor pulls,” 
he says, matter-of-factly. He’s not 
bragging. He’s just good with trac-
tors. And building things, and fix-
ing things, having years of experi-
ence ranging from farming to steel 
mill work to virtually every aspect 
of cement manufacturing. 

At 80, Jim is known around 
Crestone as the “tractor man” be-
cause whenever one is required—
for bush-hogging weeds, plowing 
snow or hauling pallets of furniture 
for the annual Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors sale—Jim and his tractor 
are there. It’s been that way since 
2001 when he retired after 33 years 
at the Ideal Cement Company (now 
the LafargeHolcim cement plant), 
east of Florence, and moved back to 
Crestone where he’d grown up.

Sound & fury of North Cre-
stone Creek

Tucked among the trees down 
a short lane lined with aging ve-
hicles, an old fishing boat, and 
assorted potentially useful junk, 
Jim’s house sits close enough to 
North Crestone Creek to hear its 
steady rumble through the open 
living room window. When spring 
runoff brought unusually high wa-
ter a couple of years ago, he could 
lie in bed and hear rocks knocking 
against each other as they tumbled 
downstream.

That was mild compared 
with his grandparents’ experience 
in 1910. They lived near the little 
log Episcopal church when a dev-
astating flood carved out a com-
pletely new streambed and moved 
the whole creek to where it is now. 
“Right after they got out of the 
house with the last kid, their house 
floated off,” Jim says. Several other 
houses were also lost in the town’s 
worst flood in memory.

Deep San Luis Valley roots
Jim’s memory of Crestone 

reaches back to the early 1940s 
after his father brought the fam-
ily here when Jim was three. Jim’s 
great-grandfather was a Pennsyl-
vania infantryman in the Civil War 
who headed west after the war and 
set up a blacksmith shop just north 
of Villa Grove, where Jim’s father 
was born in 1899. Jim’s mother’s 
parents came west from Kansas and 
homesteaded where the golf course 
now lies, working 50 or 60 acres 
of “not great farmland,” Jim says. 
His own father was a miner at Bo-
nanza, the Orient, and other local 
mines and in Oatman, Arizona, not 
far from Needles, California, where 
Jim was born. When the family re-
turned to the San Luis Valley, Jim’s 
father worked as a carpenter and a 
farmer on the Baca Ranch.

For a few years the Hollmers 
lived at ranch headquarters west 
of town, and Jim remembers rid-
ing a horse to Crestone every day 
to the old schoolhouse (now the 

community building.) His mother 
made him a pair of burlap chaps, 
which helped in winter. “It used to 
get cold on that ride, oh boy!” he 
says, recalling how he would stand 
as close as possible to one of the 
massive wood-burning stoves in 
the school to warm up. Back then, 
when temperatures often hit 40 
below, everyone understood that 
when the weather thawed a bit for 
a week or two in January, “it was 
just backin’ up to get another good 
run at us.”

Putting strong hands to 
work

When Jim was still a boy 
the family moved to West Galena 
Street on the east bank of North 
Crestone Creek, to a house that 
burned down years after they’d 
moved out. He graduated from high 
school in Moffat, hired on with a 
sheep ranch at the southern end of 
the valley and then as a ditch rider, 
opening and closing head gates and 
keeping the irrigation ditches clear. 
He knew ditch riding was a dead-
end job, so with a wife and growing 
family—eventually two sons and 
two daughters—he briefly worked 
at the state prison and a Pueblo 
steel mill before settling in at the 
cement plant, moving from laborer 
to miller, kiln burner, quarry opera-
tor, and electrician.

The last job was memorable 
for the 4,160 volts that arced and 
exploded inside a cabinet when the 
clip on top of a high-voltage fuse 
popped off. Fire flew out of the cabi-
net and Jim was burned over 60% 
of his body, requiring a month in 
a Denver hospital and three more 
months out of work. A week after 
returning to the job, he was on the 
ground near a high-voltage trans-
former when he again heard the 
sound of a popping fuse clip. This 
time he took off running, and no one 
was hurt. Afterward his boss asked 
what it was like to witness that 
much voltage in the air. “Didn’t see 
a thing,” Jim replied. “Got way too 
much jackrabbit blood for that.”

Slowing back down to 
tractor pace

In the early 1990s Jim bought 
a home in two parts, built by high 
school kids in Florence, had it 
moved to Crestone and fixed it up 
to livable by the time he retired. 

(By then he was divorced.) “Then I 
came over here and got to playing 
with my old tractors,” he says. He 
served three terms on the Crestone 
Town Council, did maintenance for 
the Town, and helped install and 
maintain the new water system. 
Although he’s now retired from of-
ficial town work, he still climbs up 
on his tractor many early winter 
mornings to clear snow from park-
ing lots for the post office, credit 
union, charter school, and other 
places in town. 

Jim has weathered difficult 
times over the years, including the 
passing of both his sons at relative-
ly young ages. But a sense of hu-

mor, visits from his daughters and 
grandkids, helping his neighbors, 
and small pleasures, like fishing, 
warm his days. He dreams of a pon-
toon boat from which he could fish 
and then stretch out and spend the 
night on Blue Mesa Lake. Of the 
town that brought him back full 
circle, he says, “I just like it here, 
don’t know why. I like most of the 
people I know and I don’t want to 
live in a big town.” He smiles and 
adds, “Gives me a lot of BS time. I 
know how to shoot the bull.”

Gussie welcomes ideas for 
this ongoing series on Crestone 
area residents: gussie7@fairpoint.
net, gussiefauntleroy.com.

Jim Hollmer:
The “tractor man” recalls Crestone of years past

Who We Are

 Jim Hollmer on his trusty tractor.

Jim in his custom “Hippie Hill Hero!!” hat, 
an 80th birthday gift from appreciative 
ladies in town for whom he has plowed 
snow over the years. 

Jim and his “Hippie Hill Girlfriends,” who are just a few of his many admirers!
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Resiliency marches on
by Mary Lowers
June found the Crestone Baca 

Resiliency (CBR) Action Groups 
moving forward with the hope to 
make our community ready for cri-
ses that may come down the road.  
CBR member and facilitator Kate 
Steichen said, “We are becoming 
a learning community. We are in-
volved with a highly organic experi-
mental process of learning how to 
work together in new ways to create 
a more resilient community.”

The Governance Action Group 
reported they are forming sub-com-
mittees including the POA Reform 
Committee (PRC) and the Self Gov-
ernance Committee (SGC). The PRC 
comes from the perspective that as 
part of the POA, members should 
use its resources. For example, a 
POA attorney could be used to clari-
fy issues around numbers, i.e., what 
is the actual, legal quorum number 
required to change the agreed upon 
rules? The SGC is researching alter-
native forms of government includ-
ing: municipality, statutory munici-
palities, home rule, sovereign home 

rule and common law. It was noted 
that The Crestone Eagle’s series on 
self-governance is helpful in getting 
an idea of how these governance 
changes would work. This action 
group plans to be more involved in 
the POA by applying for and run-
ning for POA positions.

The Community Development 
Action Group (CDG) agreed for now 
to keep using ScSEED as BCR’s fis-
cal partner instead of creating its own 
legal fiscal entity. This group can help 
other action groups develop business 
plans, funding proposals and other 
vehicles to move visions into physical 
realities. If you have a vision, you may 
consider joining a CBR action group 
where your dream can get funding to 
bring it to completion. The group has 
formed a committee to define funding 
criteria for projects.

The Food Action Group (FG) 
announced they are in the process 
of securing two lots owned by non-
residents for food production. They 
are working with other community 
groups on the community green-
house project. A survey the group 

sent out a few months ago is being 
tallied and will help inform future 
decisions and project. The group 
sees that it will need a paid man-
ager in the future.

Energy Action Group (EG) li-
aison Janet Woodman reported the 
CBR event at Shumei on May 21 
brought in new group members. 
EG has been closely monitoring the 
San Luis Valley Rural Electric Coop 
(SLVREC) solar garden project near 
La Garita to see if a similar plan 
would work for CBR. Research is 
a big part of this group’s agenda.  
Woodman described a new energy 
technology that uses excess down-
stream pressure in water systems 

to make electricity.
CBR’s website is almost com-

plete along with the CBR logo. 
CBR will give a presentation at the 
Crestone Convergence Conference 
which will be held July 23 to 28 
at Colorado College, Baca campus. 
CBR will probably be presenting to 
attendees the evening of July 25.

CBR will be in the Crestone 
4th of July parade. They will also 
have a booth in the park where CBR 
activists will inform and elucidate 
their hopes and dreams for the fu-
ture of the Crestone Baca commu-
nity. Interested parties may sign up 
for an action group to become part 
of this dynamic CBR project.

h a r d i n g d e n t a l g r o u p . c o m

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS
Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS

MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS

MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

South Fork  
138 Ponderosa Drive, 

South Fork, CO

719.873.5846

Alamosa
906 Main Street, 

Alamosa, CO

719.589.2257

A REVOLUTIONARY ADVANCE IN A REVOLUTIONARY ADVANCE IN

 Spring smiles

ORTHO/FACIAL ORTHOPEDICS 
 Orthodontics

STRAIGHTENS TEETH 
CORRECTS JAW POSITION 

CREATES BEAUTIFUL 
SMILES 

SOLVES OBSTRUCTIVE 
SLEEP APNEA (OSA)

RELIEVES TMJ/TMD HEADACHE 
PROBLEMS

CALL FOR YOUR APPOINTMENT. 
 Available Now!

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Lap Swim 8am-9am, Open Swim 10am-10pm, Closed Thursdays
Phone:   719-378-2807
Address:1991 Co. Rd. 63, Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

Lap Swim from 8am-9am beginning May 1st

Don Jensen HomebuilDer
3357 Camino Del Rey, CRestone, Co 81131

 Quality CRafting 
 insuReD 

Don Jensen
owneR

• 719-849-1506
  mobile messaging
• 719-256-5735
  Home
• General Contractor
• Master Carpenter

• New Construction
• Additions
• Pop Tops
• General Framing
• Consulting
• Planning Design
• Beam Work
• Stairs
• Decks
• Window Replacements

Free Estimates • 25 Years Experience • References Available

COMPOST + SOIL
HYDROPONICS, ORGANIC
We sell nutrients, soil, lights, and a full stock of supplies  

to build your garden
Now Delivering!  *minimum order required 

E-mail salidahydroponicsupply@gmail.com for pricing/times.  

1242 C Street, Salida, CO  81201
(on C St. off Hwy 50 in Salida, next to the Farm Bureau)

Spring/Summer Hours:  Mon-Sat 9am-6pm.  Closed Sunday.
www.salidahydroponicsupply.com

Phone:  (719) 539-4000

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.s
mailto:salidahydroponicsupply@gmail.com
http://www.salidahydroponicsupply.com
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Reflections after the “What’s Going On?” community meeting
by Nathan Good 
& Heather D’Alessio
To all participants, artists, 

musicians, organizers, the panel 
and to the Crestone Charter School 
for hosting our What’s Going On? 
town hall meeting, thank you! We 
feel it was a great success. The 
bullet-points of our collective per-
spectives that we expressed in the 
circle will be put together soon, and 
sent out on the HUB (which is Cre-
stonehub@gmail.com).

The willingness of our public 
servants to listen to community 
members, and to also participate in 
dialogue with them, is a beautiful 
thing (I for one had not ever partic-
ipated in such an event! - Nathan). 
Our community has a unique op-
portunity moving forward, to agree 
with shared values to co-create our 
future. 

The Property Owners As-
sociation of the Baca Grande is 
going to host more of this type 
of event to continue the dialogue 
and improve clarity around what 
aspects are important to the peo-
ple who live here. This way we 
can identify both what is desired 
as we move forward, as well as 
what is required for ethical needs 
of all life in the community. This 
open dialogue and participatory 
process is democracy at its best . 
. . which seemingly had been lost 
for a while. It’s the peoples’ per-
spectives—those who are actually 
living and breathing in our com-
munity—that create the pulse of 
Crestone. They are Us—the ones 
serving us at the restaurants, at 

the grocer, and at other local busi-
nesses that serve our daily needs. 

Give yourself a hand for par-
ticipating, and keep it up! 

 For many years many people 
did not participate in the decision-
making processes that affects our 
common future. I’m hoping that 
the momentum of this gathering 
will be a springboard for future 
such events. Surely they (future 
events) will help get the voices of 
the people into the public servants’ 
agendas, so that we can dispel any 
of the future dissonance that might 
occur if people don’t show up to be 
a part of the process.

We are growing very fast here, 
now. For example—there is now a 
one-billion dollar marijuana grow 
operation that just got approval in 
northwest Saguache County. This 
and others that may follow will 
bring a huge influx of economic 
benefits, and headaches, that we 
need to prepare for. 

So, some still wonder, what 
does “property value” really mean 
to us all? This question needs to 
be examined, and some consen-
sus reached in which the answer 
includes all relations. We are at a 
crossroads here. We need to explain 
our motives clearly, so that we can 
all be on the same page and retain 
our sovereignty and sanity. We 
need to be guided by our principles 
and shared values, not by money. 

There are two (or more) types 
of property values in our opinion: 
one is where you have a property 
value that you associate with mon-
ey and creating a lot of monetary 

wealth in one’s life, but not neces-
sarily improving the quality of life 
or supporting the long-term health 
of the community. The other prop-
erty value is one in which atten-
tion is paid to the whole system’s 
health, including to the mental 
health of humans in the commu-
nity, while helping to discern which 
choices improve long-term environ-
mental health. This approach is 
of utmost importance. Many folks 
strive to gain monetary wealth 
without consideration for the bio-
sphere’s health. This is a problem. 

We still have the opportunity 
to help create a template and/or 

model that we can experience for 
ourselves, which improves both our 
long-term, comprehensive health 
and wealth . . . and, concurrently, 
our property values.

 There are already active mod-
els available for us to study which 
we could adapt to help us create 
our own desired future. We should 
embrace this opportunity, and take 
action soon, before the direction 
the community is taking is out of 
our control. Let’s continue the dia-
logue now.

Thank you, and summer 
blessings to all.

Thomas Shultz presents a trailer for the upcoming documentary film titled The Forward 
Path at the “What’s Going On” event held at the Charter School June 10.  The purpose 
of the event was to come together as a community and discuss how to make it better 
by hearing everyone’s voice in the matter.      photo by Lori Nagel

mailto:Cre-stonehub@gmail.com
mailto:Cre-stonehub@gmail.com
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MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

Call us for ALL your building needs!
ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 . Poncha Springs, CO 81242

BORGERT PATIO PAVERS IN STOCK!
LET US HELP YOU DESIGN YOUR PATIO!

UNDER CONTRACT 

757 Rendezvous Way - $239,000
Very lovely 1868sf 3-or-4BD/2BA + dining 
screen porch, sunroom w/fireplace, yoga/
exercise room, deck w/amazing views & 
hot tub. Private, but close-in. Beautifully 
landscaped.     

 

1564 Wagon Wheel Road - $229,000
A 2,192sf beautiful single level ranch style 
home built in 1997 on 1.66 acres. 3bd/2ba, 
great room, living room & 2 car attached 
garage. Well and septic. Great value!   

 

983C Peaceful Way - $224,500
3BR/2.5BA 1894sf main house w/studio 
apt, oversized 1-car garage & grow dome 
on 1.36 acres in Chalet I. Passive solar 
design w/ two adobe brick walls & curved 
back wall, concrete kitchen counter tops, 
in-floor radiant heat & wood stove.      

 

1541C Camino Real - $205,000
Spacious, open, 1799sf, 3BR/1.75BA/Office 
home w/2-car garage on 3.25 acres in 
Grants. Built 1974, but w/recent updates 
incl. int & ext painting, appliances, fencing. 
188-ft well, septic, elec. baseboard heat, 
wood-burning stove, & roof.      

333 Palomino Way - $189,000
Built in 2011, this 2-story 1685sf home 
offers 3BD/Study/2.5BA in a very functional 
floorplan.  Passive solar, fire-resistant siding, 
carport, spacious kitchen with concrete 
countertops.    

200 Moonlight Way - $169,000
Conveniently located, this 1-1/2 story 2 
bd/2ba/study/2 car garage is located on 
paved road close to town. Open floor plan, 
fenced yard, decks make for a comfortable 
home.      

WAS $289,000

Gracious Living Was $249,000 Garage & Studio Apt NEW LISTING! Easy Access  

SOLD!

635C Panorama Way - $179,000
Lovely 3 bd/1.75 ba home on 1.013 acres. 
Open floor plan, custom kitchen cabinets, 
hardwood floors, lots of light. Bonus studio 
room.   Passive solar design, propane 
HWBaseboard heat, honeycomb blinds.  
Landscaped courtyard.   

 4275C Fallen Tree OL - $164,000
Well maintained 2BD/1.5BA 1380sf 2-story 
home high up in Ch2 on 1.029 ac. Spacious 
great room, concrete floors, radiant heat, 
woodstove, lovely kitchen. Hot water 
baseboard heat upstairs , balcony, 2nd 
bedroom, full bath w/soak tub.      

UNDER CONTRACT

786C Panorama Way - $399,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies 2428sf home 
with fabulous gardens sits on 2.14 acres w 
2-car garage/studio. Exquisite - Must See!   

 

1038 Beaver Trail - $337,000
This 2292sf 3BR/2BA home on 3.57 acres 
in park-like setting backs to greenbelt. Post 
& beam construction & strawbale in-fill, this 
2-story sustainable home is passive solar, 
solar domestic HW & in-floor heat, 
woodstove. Separate 300sf studio.    

 

 Willow Springs - NOW $289,000
Fully restored former historic Forbes Hotel. 
9bd/3BA 3600sf; detached 22x24 studio, 
500ft artesian well. Great business potential 
for B&B, hotel /retreat center.    

 

 147 Moonlight Way - $269,000
Spacious 2600sf 2 story 3/2.5/Office w/
garage backing to Crestone Creek 
greenbelt. Upstairs master suite w/soak tub 
& double vanities & separate wing w/2 
BR’s, BA and living area. Downstairs is 
living, dining, kitchen & office.        

3/1.75 on 1.013ac

 WAS $169,000

Treed and Private Was $459,000

Exquisite Landscaping

Treed & Private!

WAS 349,000  

Versatile Floor Plan

UNDER CONTRACT

 35 Camino Baca Grande - $155,000
Lovely 3BD/2.5BA 2013sf 1.5 story home 
remodeled in 2010, incl. wiring, plumbing & 
steel roof. Lg living w/cathedral ceiling 
adjoins spacious kitchen that opens to a 
paved stone patio w/gorgeous mtn views. 
Close to Crestone, great value!      

4485 Ridgecrest Way - $74,500
Unique, small 394sf home, with 2nd 
structure in Chalet 3. Fixer-upper, but can 
be a home in the Baca at an affordable 
price. Woodstove, loft sleeping area w/wood 
ceilings. Full kitchen w/cookstove, fridge & 
combo w/d. Shower bath.    

NEW LISTING 

3760 Jubilant Way - $249,000
Beautiful 2,033sf 2 bd/1.5bath/loft/2 car 
attached garage octagonal log home with 
bamboo floors, in-floor radiant heat, wood 
vaulted ceilings.  Bonus unfinished 1,565sf 
walkout basement.    

Baca Meadows

Townhouse #10 - $189,000
Exquisite town house completely remod-
eled in 2008. 1480sf 2-story 2BD/2BA 
features redesigned kitchen & bathrooms, 
updated heat & lighting systems, beautiful 
patio. Must see!        

Grants 

1381 Saddle Rock Trail - $280,000
Light-filled 1902 sf 2BR/1BA strawbale 
off-grid home w/stunning  views. Radiant 
in-floor heat & heartstone woodstove. Open 
living space, private gardens, walled patio, 
greenhouse, shed & heated garage. 8+ acr 
incl. lots 1381, 1444 &1445    

Chalets

 780 Palomino OL - $585,000
Built by Lee Mitchell to capture mtn & valley 
views, elegant 3 BR/2.5BA home w/2-car 
garage on 2.787 acres. Fantastic 
landscaping & flowing water. In-floor 
radiant heat & Hearthstone woodstove w/
stone surround. Expansive Master balcony.    

 

Close in on paved roads

Small Home, Small Price! Log Home

Remodeled Luxury

Off-Grid Acreage Luxurious/Views

Chalets 

4519C Grayline Ct - $429,000
Elegant 2BR 2BA 1932 custom strawbale 
built in 2003 by Paul Koppana. A refined 
Asian/Southwest blend. On private 
cul-de-sac 5.35 acres backs to greenbelt. 
30’ yurt w/kitchenette & bathroom.    

 

2795CR Brook Terrace - $425,000
Built 1993, remodeled 2008. 3-story, 2 or 
3BR/1.75BA 2182sf home on 2.765ac 
cul-du-sac, backs to greenbelt. Artistic 
stone & stucco offers feeling of antiquity, 
privacy & uniqueness.  A must-see home in 
a special location!    

3959 Cheerful Court - $424,000
Custom Cathedral Style Mt Home. Approx 
2700 sq/ft, located on 2.16 acres by 
Cottonwood Creek. Many architectural 
features incls Brazilian cherry hrdwd flrs, 
diamond plaster walls. Features 30x16’ Art 
Studio.    

22 Alpine OL - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 2232sf 
home close to town.  Screened porch & 
wrap deck.  Gracious Living with 
exceptional views!    

 

2720 Happy Hollow Tr. -  $279,000
This meticulous, 4BR/2.5BA 2000sf home 
has magnificent valley views from the living 
spaces, including a large sw-facing deck. 
Excellent condition, flexible floorplan, nice 
outdoor space, located near Dharma Ocean.    

2145 Indian Well Way - $266,500
This 1331sf modern 2BR/1BA blt in 2016 
makes exceptional use of space, design & 
views.  Detached 144sf bonus room. 
Upgrades include 5-piece bath w/stm 
shower, soak tub & heated floors, beautiful 
kitchen w/copper sink, maple hardwoods.      

WAS $449,000

Private Sanctuary

Castle in the Woods! Private on the Creek

WAS $429,000

Magnificient Views

New Construction! Fantastic Views!
 

Modern Luxury 

Chalets

3481C E Graceful Ct- $239,000
Beautiful property w/ 2BR/1.5BA ~1228sf 
home,  guest cottage & detached one-car 
grg on 1.44 acres. Great passive solar, w/
mountain views. Walled tiled front courtyard 
& landscaping. In-floor radiant heat, tile 
floors, T&G wood ceilings in LR     

 

Tract 2 Lindisfarne - $199,000
Creek-side 2 BR/1 BA 812sf home on 2.74 
acres w/812 sf partially finished basement 
w/electric baseboard heat & concrete 
floors. New roof w/architectural shingles, 
new windows, new interior & exterior paint.    

34 Camino Baca Grande - $153,000
1600sf 3BR 1.5 BA A-frame w/loft, remod-
eled in 2006 w/ETS heat, 5 window air 
conditioning units, appliances, laminate 
flooring, windows, roof & updated plumbing 
& wiring. T&G ceiling in great room. Upper & 
lower decks w/great views!      

Casita Park

354C Huerta Court - $89,000
1,984sf 2BR/1BA home on .347 acres (2 
consolidated lots) in Casita Park. Open floor 
plan & lots of light. Propane forced air heat, 
kerosene Toyostove & 2 wood stoves. Lg 
yard w/stucco walls & fencing, patio, 
landscaping, & storage shed.       

Guest Cottage

Reduced from $275,000 Creekside!

Close to Town

 

Amazing Views! 

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker
JULY 2017 Listings

Jump in on an 
Active Market!
719-256-4198  

3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac3/1.75 on 1.013ac Treed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and PrivateTreed and Private Was Was Was $459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000$459,000 Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private!Treed & Private! Versatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor PlanVersatile Floor Plan

WAS WAS WAS WAS $289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000

Close in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roadsClose in on paved roads

SOLD!
SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com


The Crestone Eagle • July, 2017 • Page B-7 

Perspectives in self-government #2
Forms of self-governance

by Peter Gyallay-Pap
A statutory municipality is 

the most common form of local 
governance in the United States. 
Municipalities are corporations 
formed by residents of unincorpo-
rated areas under the authority 
of state statutes. They are limited 
to exercising powers specifically 
granted to them by state law. The 
governance form applied in Colo-
rado is usually vested in a board of 
trustees consisting of a mayor and 
up to six trustees elected from the 
town at large. There are 170 statu-
tory municipalities in Colorado. 
The Town of Crestone was estab-
lished as a statutory municipality 
in 1902. 

A second form is a home rule 
municipality. Colorado is among 
more than 30 states that since 
1875 have amended their constitu-
tions to grant municipalities home 

rule status, exercising control over 
issues of local concern. Home rule 
municipalities are self-governing 
under Article 20, Section 6 of the 
Colorado constitution. A home rule 
charter, or local constitution, is 
drafted locally as the town’s basic 
governing document, but the pro-
cess for adopting, amending, and 
repealing home rule charters is 
specified in state statutes.

There are 100 home rule 
towns or cities in Colorado, includ-
ing here in the valley the Town of 
Alamosa and the Town of Monte 
Vista. Although they account for 
only 36% of Colorado’s munici-
palities, they comprise 90% of the 
state’s population as most cities 
along the Front Range are home 
rule municipalities. Most follow a 
town/city council or town/city man-
ager form of municipal government 
where the elected council appoints 

a town or city manager. Unlike in 
many states, the power and func-
tions of home rule in Colorado are 
enumerated in the constitution. 
One significant provision is that a 
home rule municipality’s ordinanc-
es pertaining to local matters su-
persede conflicting state laws. An-
other is that state law provides a 
process whereby voters may adopt 
a home rule charter at the time of 
incorporation. 

There have been exploratory 
attempts in the last decade or more 
to establish a home rule munici-
pality for the unincorporated Baca 
Grande, co-existing with, integrat-
ing, and eventually replacing the 
POA, which as a nonprofit corpo-
ration is limited to being, as the 
name implies, a property owners’ 
association. Such a scenario would 
open a legal path for the Baca-
Crestone community to merge into 

a unified self-governing structure. 
Another option is for the Town of 
Crestone, whether as a statutory 
or home rule municipality, to annex 
the Baca in stages.

Home rule emerged in the 
late 19th century as an alterna-
tive to state control of local affairs, 
where local government was/is re-
garded as a creation and creature 
of the state. Home rule advocates 
argue local governments have a le-
gitimacy of their own, antecedent 
to their incorporation by the state, 
that they have a right to exist and 
function in accordance with their 
own wishes.

New challenges to local self-
rule have emerged since the late 
20th century, including the prob-
lem of a general loss of autonomy in 
a world capitalist system governed 
by corporations, financial institu-
tions, and the surveillance state, 
all profiting from increasingly pow-
erful digital technologies that did 
not exist a generation or two ago. 
Is it possible today to have a home 
rule that actually derives from the 
sovereignty of home, or the sover-
eignty of the person? A form that 
is not a legal fiction (counties and 
states are artificial constructs cre-
ated by drawing lines on a map), 
but an organic, natural body that 
exists, and has existed for centuries 
if not millennia, in its own right?

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

Cool off July 10 - July 30 with this  
tasty treat from Big O & Goodyear Tires:

 

Receive up to $210 off  
a set of 4 Goodyear tires 

We’re your tire man,  
stop us when you’re passing by,  

Goodyear tires are guaranteed to satisfy.
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Owner/builder conversations
by John Rowe
These are the fifth and sixth 

interviews in a continuing series 
with do-it-yourself home-builders 
here in the Baca. I have already 
uncovered a wide range of opinions 
on a variety of topics and much 
thoughtful advice for new builders 
and the POA. Hope you find these 
of interest.

Ben Weeks
My first conversation this 

month was with Ben Weeks, who 
is currently building a combination 
frame and quonset hut home out on 
the northwestern edge of the Baca.  
Ben moved to Crestone because he 
enjoys being out in nature and shar-
ing it with not-too-many people. He 
seeks a materially simple lifestyle 
and has made the transformation 
in a previous life from viewing the 
earth mostly as a resource, to  “I 
love just being part of all this,” he 
declares with an expansive gesture 
and a grin.  Ben hopes to be finan-
cially able to forego having a job and 
be able to work extensively with 
area non-profits once his  mortgage-
free home is built. Animal shelters 
in particular have captured his 
heart and he hopes to give much of 
himself there. 

Ben has done a lot in only a 
matter of months. He has a well, 
septic/leach field in, and has the 
frame portion of his house dried in 
and the quonset up and ready to 
close in also. When asked how he 
has done this when so many others 
are struggling to make good pro-
gress, Ben answered that he had 
enough money to get this far before 
he even broke ground and was on 
the verge of selling another house 
he owns to have the rest shortly. 

Ben also remarked that “I 
have done some traveling and seen 
real poverty, and I am very aware 
of how lucky I am that I live in a 
place where you can buy a lot, work 
hard, save some money, and build 
your own house.” He states that 
this awareness helps him make the 
most of his cherished opportunity 
here. Ben has also become big on 
stick building (2x4s, 2x6s and the 
like) because it is so fast and easy 
to build compared to other methods 
and feels that this has helped his 
time frame significantly. He plans 
on being finished well before the 
18-month build-out restriction ap-
plies. He thinks that his total costs 
will be about $30,000, because he is 
doing virtually all the work himself, 
has built small and simply, and is 
using a lot of recycled materials.

Ben has given much thought 

to the friction that exists between 
many established residents and the 
current crop of owner/builders and 
has ideas about that. Ben would like 
to see an end to a competitive model 
of government where everyone tries 
to get their way and exert their will 
over all, and would instead like to 
see  more cooperation, a genuine ef-
fort to see that everyone get what 
they need to be happy here, even if 
that means some sacrifice from all. 

He would like to see the POA 
really focus on helping the owner/
builder succeed here, giving them 
approximate costs on infrastruc-
ture requirements, guidelines to 
labor and material costs of vari-
ous kinds of houses. For instance, 
earthships and cob houses take 
much more labor than do frame/
stick built homes and new build-
ers should be ware of this. He 
would like the POA focus on tak-
ing preemptive and helpful actions 
early on to avoid big problems later 
on down the road. Ben emphasizes 
that the POA should have as its 
most important function, the in-
tent to truly help its members.

Ben thinks its a good idea that 
all new builders be keenly aware 
that you cannot have several years 
to build your house and should plan 
accordingly. He believes people 
will want to have at least $15,000 
plus a paid-for lot  and some capac-
ity for earning, before starting. He 

also suggests a small home-close  
to the 900SF minimum required. 
He is leery of ambitious plans for 
2-3,000SF houses. “You can always 
add on later”, he says.

Ben remarked at the end of 
our talk that he, like so many of us, 
“thinks that Crestone could really 
be something special if we all keep 
our eye on that prize and work to-
gether in pursuit of that goal.”

Joanna Theriault
My next talk was with Joanna 

Theriault, who built her cozy  stick 
frame home on a beautiful creek lot 
in Chalet I along with her partner 
Gary, in 2001-3. Joanna and Gary 
decided to take the plunge and 
bought a lot in 1999 and immedi-
ately set about going back home to 
work and saving enough money for 
a foundation, utilities, infrastruc-
ture, and permits. They spent two 
years scrimping and saving and 
Gary spent three months disman-
tling the famous Caribou Ranch 
recording studio above Boulder for 
enough  salvage material to do most 
of the framing for their two story 
home. They broke ground in Au-
gust, were dried in by December (so 
they could also work all winter) and 
gained final approval from the POA 
to move in after just over two years 
of building. They finished the inside 
as time, money, and energy allowed, 
and indeed, are still putting the fin-
ishing touches on their home. 

Joanna estimates that the en-
tire project costed them around $40-
45,000 total and they were able to 
keep costs down by doing most of the 
work themselves, doing trade-outs 

with friends, keeping things simple 
and stockpiling many recycled ma-
terials before even starting to build.  
During this time, Joanna kept up 
with her beading/jewelry business 
and Gary did most of  the heavy 
work.  “Gary worked just about all 
of the time for the whole two years 
of building, I don’t remember many 
days off ”, Joanna states, adding 
that “this has been such a reward-
ing experience. Gary and I could 
never have qualified to buy a home 
like this through a bank.”

And what advice would you 
give to new builders? Joanna em-
phasizes that having enough money 
for a lot, infrastructure, and some 
materials to start with is an essen-
tial component of building in the 
Baca successfully. She also stresses 
that a willingness to work very hard 
and develop a capacity for generat-
ing at least some income locally 
are key. Joanna says that builders 
should be aware that the POA, by 
it very nature, is a form of gentrifi-
cation and with population growth 
has come stricter enforcement of 
covenants. After some thought, 
Joanna says, “I know there are good 
people who want to build a life here 
and they seem to be a fairly organ-
ized group. I suggest that they all 
cooperate with each other and help 
each other with work-trades, work 
parties, and the like.” 

And what advice do you have 
for the POA in dealing with our own-
er/builder contingent? Joanna smiles 
as she remarks that as a current POA 
Board member, it should not surprise 
anyone that she thinks they are do-
ing a good job and she is open to ways 
to do even better in the future. It is 
clear to Joanna that the community 
as a whole wants more and better 
consistency in covenant enforce-
ment, reflecting changing attitudes 
of a growing population. She stresses 
good communication by the POA as 
a key for success here.  And Joanna 
stresses that while stricter, the POA 
does and will continue to work with 
people on an individual basis.  

In conclusion, Joanna leaves 
us with this thought. “It takes a 
lot of hard work to make a dream 
come true. A strong work ethic is 
essential.”

Joanna Theriault works on building her 
own home.

Ben Weeks.

The combination frame and quonset hut 
home built by Ben Weeks.

HRRMC Medical Clinics  •  550 W. Hwy 50, Salida, CO  •  719-530-2000  •  hrrmc.com

HRRMC Pain Management Services specializes in the treatment 
of chronic pain conditions. 

Services and conditions treated include:
 • Back and neck pain
 • Treatment for headaches
 • Fibromyalgia
 • Musculoskeletal injuries
 • Joint pain and arthritis
 • Epidural and joint injections
 • Nerve blocks
 • Radio frequency ablation
 • Spinal cord stimulators

Don't let pain control your life

James Leek, MD, RPh
Interventional Pain Specialist

Mark Lynch, FNP, NP-C

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Compassion for the fool!
“What fools these mortals 

be!”—Seneca
What a fool this particular 

mortal be!
Who has never been a fool?  

Not one person alive.  Then let 
there be compassion for all of us, 
for our mutual fellowship of fool-
ishness.

Have I ever been, in all my 
83 years, a jester fool to a king, 
speaking truth to power and hop-
ing my head would not be chopped 
off?  Has anyone in endearment 
said, “Hey fool, I love you”.  And 
have I ever been a bumbler, acting 
without common sense, speaking 

stupidly and doing foolish things.  
Well, yes, of course.  Show me 
someone who hasn’t and I’ll show 
you someone I would not want to 
live with. 

Like Demosthenes, look-
ing for an honest man, I recently 
searched for a fellow being who 
had never been foolish.  I’ve 
asked my fellow Crestonians, “ 
Have you lived your life without 
foolishness?”.  Everyone told me 
tales of bumbling, stupidity and 
confusion, acts they regret and 
wish they could forget.  Compas-
sion for the fools, and forgive 
yourselves.

A musician friend reminded 
me that everybody plays the fool, 
no exceptions to the rule, that 
fools rush in where wise men fear 
to tread but how are they to know 
where wise men never go, that 
these foolish things remind me of 
you, fool that I am, and, oh, my 
foolish heart.  

So, I have decided to be an 
“old fool”,  And, whatever happens 
I’ll  forgive myself, for foolishness 
makes us human.  Let there be 
compassion for the fools.

And how does an old fool 
act, what do old fools do?  Why, 
first of all, do things to embar-
rass and astound the family.  “Act 
your age!” the children will say.  
Indeed! And when they act their 
age, why their craziness seems to 
them as wisdom.  So I will flirt 
with the young ones and hope 
my savoir faire makes up for 
the disparity in age.  I’ll pretend 
that my hearing is worse than it 
is and respond to questions with 
comments completely off the 
mark.  I’ll make weird dinners 

and friends will be polite and eat 
my craziness.  Compassion for 
the fools.

What comfort to have the 
cushion of age to help us accept 
and be compassionate about our 
foolishness, to be able to look 
back and not agonize and moan 
over blunders and mistakes, and 
to have compassion for ourselves 
and others, that we are all foolish 
and fallible, and all of us can say, 
“compassion, compassion, for the 
fellowship of fools, our companions 
in life.”

So now, nearer to 84 than 83, 
I look back at years of foolishness 
and remain continually amazed at 
how I survived and actually grew 
from what seemed at the time to 
be a stupid morass of anxiety and 
complications and no-exit situa-
tions, the foolhardy risks I took 
which catalyzed my growth, and, 
above all . . . the miracle of for-
giveness which turns foolishness 
to grace.   

Acknowledgments to Al 
Sutherland.
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Dara Blumenhein  
303.709.3995 

Zillow Premier Agent 

3860 Cordial Way $139,500 
Great getaway home near 
Cottonwood Creek. Build-
er’s own home, great room 
with vaulted ceilings, quality 
craftsmanship; loft could be  
guest area.  

Shirley Motz 719.937.1691 
Top Producer 2013 
Top 1000 Trends Journal Realtors 

1474 Badger Rd. $360,000 
3BD 2BA premier custom 
built Lee Mitchell home. 
Exterior Cempo walls, 
indoor stucco, R32 insula-
tion, very energy efficient, 
open floor plan.  

3458C Enchanted Way. 
$475,000 Owner financing 
available on this income-
producing property. Includes 
main home, cottage apart-
ment, Geometric Sacred 
Space, and tons of garden 
space. 

107 E. 9th St. $159,000 
Unique home on 1.5 acres, 
4BD 2BA. Spacious living 
room with sunroom, large, 
fenced-in yard, carport. 
Adjacent shop with commer-
cial well also for sale.  

3949 Cheerful Way 
$187,500 Cheerful-Great 
builders home near Cotton-
wood creek, contemporary 
styled 2 story , oversized 
carport, mtn. views and 
balcony on 2nd story.  

3901 Rarity Way $163,000 
Motivated seller! 2BD 
1½BA. Backs to greenbelt 
& creek. Passive solar, year-
round warm earth mass 
floor. Custom kitchen. Bath-
room with garden tub, 

2035 Lost Cave Way  
$194,900 Special little hide-
away Deltec home in Chalet 
11. Features art studio, sau-
na, beautiful little fenced 
garden & deck, all one level.  

250 S 2nd St. $149,500 2BD 
1BA Last century feel! Pri-
vate, mountain views. Home 
sits on 1 acre, has a deep 
well, landscaped, with new 
roof, new paint. Wood shed, 
partial fencing, woodstove.  

2024 Lost Cave Way 
$159,900 2BD/1BA with 
den/ office/extra sleeping 
area on upper level. This 
home backs to greenbelt 
with close, easy access to 
paved road.   

1327 Badger Rd, $179,000 
Expansive views of the 
mountains & valley! New 
floors in most of the home, 
wood stove, lots of win-
dows, wrap porch, on 1.81 
acres.  

Full Baca Grande maps are available for sale at our office!  

SOLD 

1659 Willow Creek 
$187,000 3BD 1BA fire-
resistant ICF home with 
gorgeous views, landscap-
ing, high efficiency hot 
water heat, solar/thermal 
shades, great lighting. Close 
to Spiritual Centers.  

661 Camino Del Rey. 
$195,000 Lovely off grid 
home, attention to detail, 
high ceilings, custom kitch-
en, excellent views, fenced 
in yard. Green house, amaz-
ing views.  

SOLD 
REDUCED 

REDUCED 

147 Moonlight $269,000 
Spacious 2story home back-
ing to greenbelt & creek. 
3BD with bonus room for 
office/crafts, den/playroom 
upstairs. Fireplace, ETS 
heat, soak tub, balcony. 

UNDER CONTRACT 

1255C Eagle Overlook. 
$267,000 Beautiful 2075s.f. 
2story home, 2BD 1.75BA 
on 1.77 acres, private cul-de
-sac. Energy-efficient, bright 
interior, large windows. A 
must-see!  

SOLD 

$91,000 400 Paseo Court. 
Gorgeous views! This 
would make a great retire-
ment or vacation home. 
3BD 2BA, completely re-
modeled, can sell partially 
furnished. Lots of space.  

UNDER CONTRACT 

1618 Willow Creek Way, 
$215,000 2BD home, large 
garage with poss. apt. up-
stairs. 2 levels, living room, 
den, sep kitchen. Oversized 
garage for RV or boat. New 
screened porch, views, 

REDUCED 

REDUCED REDUCED 

253 Golden Ave. $375,000 
Partially finished construc-
tion, this property is part of 
an estate. Taking offers-price 
reduced $100,000 for quick 
sale! call Crestone Realty for 
details.  

776 Table Rock Tr, 
$179,000. Pristine 23 acres 
bordering 1/4 mile of Span-
ish Creek. 2300 sf. 2BD 1 
BA. Expansive 360 views. 
Finish remodel and save. 
Great investment property. 

983 Peaceful, $224,500 
Large home, guest house, 
grow dome. On consolidat-
ed lots 

1541 Camino Real, 
$205,000 Spacious 1799 sf. 
3BD 1.75BA, 2 car garage 
on 3.25 AC 

UNDER CONTRACT 

UNDER CONTRACT 

LAND SPECIALS 
530 N. HILLCREST OVERLOOK $3,800 TAP FEES PAID  .50 ACRES 

667 LAKEWOOD OVERLOOK $5,000 TAP FEES PAID .50 ACRES 
2139C BIG RANCH OVERLOOK TAP FEES PAID $20,000 1 ACRES 

1320-1323 CLEAR CREEK OVERLOOK 4 LOTS BORDERING  
WILLOW CREEK TAP FEE PAID  $39,500 

REDUCED 

$133,000. Lots of potential 
with 40 acres and domestic 
well.  

UNDER CONTRACT 

Aging as an art
by Ammi Kohn
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Herbal tinctures can be as sim-
ple or as complicated as you want 
them to be.  An example of a very 
simple tincture is one time when 
I slipped a Motherwort leaf into a 
grumpy friend’s wine glass when 
she came to dinner.  A complicated 
tincture might be made by percola-
tion with a very carefully prepared 
powdered dry herb with a precise 
menstruum of carefully measured 
alcohol and water.  An herbal tinc-
ture is any process of extracting the 
properties of an herb in a solvent, 
usually alcohol, alcohol and water, 
or vegetable glycerine.  The solvent 
is called the menstruum (autocor-
rect is having a field day with that 
word), and the process of extraction 
is called maceration. 

The simplest method (aside 
from slipping herbs into some-
one’s wine) is the “folk method”, 
and that’s what I’ll talk about to-
day.  The folk method is a way of 
tincturing fresh or dried plant ma-
terial (I’ll talk about fresh today).  
Because fresh plants generally 
contain a lot of water, this method 
uses 190 proof alcohol which natu-
rally gets diluted with the plant’s 
water content.  Be sure you check 
and make sure that tincturing your 
plant fresh is recommended.  Some 
plants can be toxic fresh, or can be 
too potent.  

Begin with a quantity of fresh 
plant. Pick leaves from stems, 
clean extraneous materials from 
the plants.  Chop the plant parts 
as small as is reasonably possible.  
Then put the chopped fresh plant 
into a jar (I love canning jars for 
this purpose and the hardware 
store has plenty). Pack the plant 
down into the jar as tightly as pos-
sible.  Now cover the plant material 
with 190 proof alcohol (Everclear 
or the equivalent).  Make sure all 
plant parts are covered with the al-
cohol, covering it by about ¼ to ½ 
inch.  Cap the jar tightly, and shake 
every day for 2 weeks.  Some plants 
will produce a glorious emerald 
green liquid within the first 24 
houses.  It will darken over time, 
but there’s nothing like that first 
emerald green color!

After 2 weeks, pour the herbs 

and liquid into a clean muslin cloth-
lined colander in a bowl.  Pour the 
liquid into an amber bottle or a 
canning jar, and then squeeze the 
muslin to get as much liquid out 
as possible and add that to the jar.  
Label the jar with plant name and 
date, and store it in a dark place.  
Enjoy!

If you are interested in an 
herbal medicine making class, 
please let me know.  If there is 
enough interest I will be happy to 
teach one.

Helpful books:
The Herbal Medicine Maker’s 

Handbook, by James Green
The Herbal Medicine Cabinet; 

Preparing Natural Remedies at 
Home, by Debra St. Claire

Herbal Tinctures in Clinical 
Practice, By Michael Moore (on 
the Southwest School of Botanical 
Medicine’s website).

Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 
herbalist and natural healer, also 
working with Plant Spirit Medi-
cine, Intuitive Energy Healing and 
‘The Journey’ cellular healing.  For 
an appointment call 719-937-7786 
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com

by Ish
1 /  How to Lose Friends and Alienate People 
 
Sidney Young, a disillusioned intellectual who both 

adores and despises the world of celebrity and comes 
from an alternative magazine that pokes fun at the 
media-obsessed stars and bucks trends. So when he is 

offered a job at the conservative NY based “Sharps” magazine it comes 
as a shock to him. And so begins his descent into currying favor with the 
plastic glitterati and his boss as well…with disastrous results. Simon 
Pegg, Megan Fox et al.

2 /  Don’t Go Breaking My Heart  
A widow with two children is encouraged by her friends to find a new 

partner. One of her ‘friends’ who is also a dentist decides he’s the one to 
get into her life romantically, though he’s having no luck conventionally. 
He also uses hypnosis on his patients and decides to hypnotize Suzanne to 
make her fall in love with him. This goes awry when his spell causes her 
to have a crush on another guy. Jenny Seagrove, Anthony Edwards, et al.

3 /  Blood: The Last Vampire  
The Council, a secret society that has been hunting vampires for 

centuries, sends a 400 year old skilled Samurai Saya, to the Kanto HS in 
an American military base in Tokyo. Saya has the appearance of a teen-
ager but is a tormented half-breed with the soul of her human father and 
the powers and need for blood of her vampire mother. She is obsessed to 
face the powerful demon Onigen, that killer her father. From the pro-
ducer Hidden Dragon, Crouching Tiger.

4 /  Schlussmacher  
Paul breaks up couples for a living. Great at his job, being terrified 

of commitment himself. His career is about to implode as he’s tasked 
with separating his own parents. He also is dealing with a man that is 
clinging onto him after being dumped.

5/  Resurrection: Ertugrul  
179 episodes based on historical events of the nomadic tent culture 

of the Turks circa 1600s. For me, it was reminiscent of the Japanese 
Samurai and the ‘Court Culture’ that ensued, filled with subterfuge, hi-
erarchical displays of rank, spying, reverence, nobility, honesty, integrity, 
chivalry, warriorship, sheep herding, wars, killing, beheading and love.

They were faced with overcoming the great lies and deceptions of the 
power hungry Templars, wanting to overthrow the pope, gain control of the 
Vatican and start the Crusades again and overcoming the Mongol Empire 
that was spreading over Asia and Europe ravaging the people and every-
thing that stood in their way with spies and inner spies in both the Tem-
plars and the Turks playing both sides with deception and laying traps.

Very rich in obeisance and form and gorgeous costumes, all done in 
Turkish with subtitles. I found it fascinating.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
How to Make an Herbal Tincture

Herbal tinctures.

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

TIN MAN SERVICES
Taking Care of You and Our Community Through Service and Hard Work

Repair, Build, Renovate, Landscape, Handyman

 Patrick                    Shawn

email:
719 588-6431epmdomone@gmail.com

Book now for late summer and fall projects.

Please 
Support

Pet Partners

Accepting consignments daily

Summer Hours:
Monday-Saturday ~ 10am-6pm  • ❉ •  Sunday ~ 10am-5pm

Men’s and Women’s Clothing & Accessories

Furniture, Housewares, & Home Decor
222 F Street, Salida

(719) 539-4580

312 E. Main Buena Vista
(719) 966-5159

134 F Street, Salida
(719) 539-5490

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
mailto:epmdomone@gmail.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
  I’ve been traveling to parts 

of the country where rainfall is 
taken for granted. Thirty inches 
of rain is the norm and summers 
are hot and humid. Personally, I 
could hardly wait to get back to the 
cooler, drier air of the mountains, 
but I also really appreciated be-
ing in the midst of really tall oak 
trees and abundant undergrowth 
that provide cover and food for so 
many forest creatures. I was re-
minded over and over again of hu-
manity’s natural connection to the 
earth from which we have sprung. 
And nothing signifies life on Earth 
more than our relationship with 
water. 

 Here in the desert we be-
come much more sensitive to the 
importance of water to our food 
supply. Water rights are complex in 
Colorado and most of the west, and 
when we choose to grow something 
we as gardeners have to think first 
about how we will water our crop, 
because water is so intimately tied 
to growth of plants. 

 To understand the role of 
water in plant growth, and thus 
the importance of water to all life 
on earth, it helps to understand the 
basics of photosynthesis. A sum-
mary of the process is as follows, 
as found on the website Sciencing 
in an article “How Do Plants Make 
Oxygen” by Robert Horpella.

 “Oxygen is a byproduct re-
leased when plants engage in pho-
tosynthesis, the process they use to 
produce their own food. The chemi-
cal events that occur during photo-
synthesis are complex. The result 
is that six carbon dioxide molecules 
and six water molecules become six 
glucose molecules and six oxygen 
molecules. The word ‘photosyn-
thesis’ means ‘making things with 
light.’

“Plant roots absorb wa-
ter and some nutrients from the 
ground. Water moves up the plant 
through xylem, which is a special-
ized tissue inside the plant. Water 
is needed as a means of transport-
ing vital nutrients throughout the 
plant, and it becomes a reducing 
agent for the chemistry that oc-
curs during the photosynthesis 
process. The plant uses water to 
break down carbon dioxide mol-
ecules before they can be reassem-
bled into the sugar substance the 
plant uses as stored energy.

“Photons in sunlight provide 
the energy required for photosyn-
thesis to occur. The plant captures 
these photons with light-absorbing 
pigments, such as chlorophyll and 
carotenoids. These pigments are 
also responsible for the green leaves 
on plants. Chlorophyll and carot-
enoids do not effectively absorb 
green or yellow light from the color 
spectrum. As a result, these colors 
reflect away from the leaves, mak-
ing them appear green to our eyes.

“Plants absorb carbon dioxide 
from the air through tiny openings 
in the plant’s epidermis, or outer 

tissue layer. Called stomata, these 
microscopic pores open and close as 
the plant’s needs change from ab-
sorbing carbon dioxide to expelling 
oxygen and water. Carbon dioxide 
is present in the atmosphere from 
animal exhalation during respira-
tion, as well as from decaying or-
ganic matter.

“Once all the necessary ingre-
dients are in place, the plant tears 
apart some of the water it has ab-
sorbed through the roots and the 
carbon dioxide it has taken in from 
the atmosphere. A series of chemi-
cal reactions and the sun’s energy 
disassembles the molecules. An-
other series of chemical reactions, 
again using the sun’s energy, reas-
sembles the resulting atoms into 
glucose molecules. The plant stores 
most of this simple sugar for growth 
and consumes a little during pho-
tosynthesis. The oxygen molecules 
are not needed by the plant, so they 
are expelled through the stomata. 
As a result of photosynthesis, ani-
mals live in a symbiotic relation-
ship with all plant life on Earth. 
Plants require the carbon dioxide 
animals expel, while animals re-
quire the oxygen plants produce.”

So the miracle of life on earth 
can continue in our gardens, as 
long as we can provide that all 
important ingredient, water. Wa-
ter composition of plants vary, de-
pending on species, with most trees 
being about 50% water, and some 
herbaceous plants being up to 95% 
water. 

When the water needs of our 
garden plants are not met, tissues 
begin to die.  You can easily test 
the moisture in you soil by pull-
ing aside any mulch and, using a 
trowel, dig down about 4 inches. If 
the top half-inch of soil is dry, but 
is moist below that depth, the plant 
will likely survive. New seedlings 
can require more surface moisture, 
so may need to be watered twice 
daily.

Our sandy soil does not help us 
when it comes to water retention. 
If you are blessed with some clay, 
that will help. However, the addi-
tion of organic matter and humus 
to our soil is one of our best strat-
egies for keeping soil moist. Com-
post, which contains decomposed 
plants and animal wastes, that 
were themselves composed of plant 
material before passing through 
the digestive system of animals, is 

the ideal soil amendment to help 
retain water in the soil. Peat moss 
soaks up water and helps retain it 
in the soil, as do shredded leaves 
and straw and grass clippings. 
Earthworms can help break these 
materials into usable nutrients for 
plants. As our soil improves, the 
microorganisms increase, and as-
sist in further building of soil. The 
first few years of a garden’s life are 
the hardest, because soil building 
takes time, but we can help nature 
along by providing all the ingredi-
ents. However, none of these pro-
cesses work well without water. 

Methods of applying water 
can vary from overhead watering 
with a hose to irrigation canals to 
soaker hoses. What we choose will 
depend on water source, size of our 
garden, and other factors. What-
ever source of water we choose, re-
taining it in the soil for the benefit 
of plants will be our next task. 

Mulches can be a great help. 
Anything that slows down the 
evaporation into our dry air will 
save both water and the effort of 
putting it in the soil. Black plastic 
is sometimes used to both heat the 
soil in spring and conserve mois-
ture. To use this, first spread out 
the soaker hoses or irrigation sys-
tem first, then spread the plastic 
over the area to be planted and 
anchor it down with pins or other 
weights. Most farms that use this 
method will cut holes in the plas-
tic and then insert plants into the 
hole. In our intense sunlight the 
black plastic can get too hot later 
in the summer, and it may have to 
be covered with something, such as 
straw or a lighter colored cover, to 
moderate the soil temperature. 

Organic mulches such as 
straw or leaves will keep the soil 
from warming up as early in the 

spring as is needed for early ger-
mination. For that reason, pulling 
back mulches in the spring to let 
the soil warm before planting can 
be helpful. Then, as the soil warms 
and plants start to grow, spread 
the organic mulch around the 
plants after thoroughly wetting the 
soil. If you are using soaker hoses, 
they should be installed under the 
mulch. If watering overhead, ei-
ther by hand or with a sprayer of 
some kind, you will need to check 
frequently to be sure the water is 
penetrating the mulch and going 
into the soil. 

There is no hard and fast 
rule regarding how often to water. 
As you might guess, it depends on 
your method and the needs of the 
plants. Look for signs of wilting in 
mid-day. If the plant revives eas-
ily in the cooler evening hours, it 
is probably okay. Otherwise, wa-
ter right away to continue healthy 
growth. Generally, most mulched 
garden plants will need watering 
at least twice a week, and water-
sensitive plants like lettuce and 
spinach will need more. Plants that 
store water in their fruits, such as 
cucumbers, will also need more. 

In the days when humans re-
lied upon rain, rather than ground 
water, ceremonies and rituals to 
bring rain were an important part 
of native lives. Considering the im-
portance of water, we might do well 
to honor it with ceremony in our 
time as well. 

256-4252

GardenGuru
Water: Elixir of life

To get the most benefit from drip irrigation, plants should be placed within an inch or two 
of the soaker hose. Mulch when the plants are a few inches tall. 

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 
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by Ed Lyell
The talk about Russian in-

terference with our elections is im-
portant, yet the Russian takeover 
of the US Senate has already oc-
curred. The US now operates like 
Russia wherein the President and 
a small number from the House 
and Senate develop laws and ex-
pect the rest of Congress to rubber 
stamp the new law, without even 
reading, let along debating it. 

Senate Leader Mitch McCo-
nnell, Republican, has assembled a 
small group of acquiescent Senators 
who are writing the new American 
Health Care Law to replace the Af-
fordable Care Act (Obamacare). Most 
of those senators, all Republican, are 
telling the media that they are also 
being left out of the process and only 
the Senate leadership staff is writing 
the bill. The US Constitution speci-
fies that Congress will have the most 
power of the 3 branches of govern-
ment. For over two hundred years 
members would propose a law and 
committees in the House and Senate 
would debate, discuss, and write the 
proposed law. Once it was passed on 
one side of the Capitol then the other 
side would discuss debate, modify 
and pass their version. Then a con-
ference committee of members from 
both chambers, and both political 
parties would finalize a bill which 
would go to the President for review 
and signature. 

That was the United States 
working under the US constitution. 
Russia has always had a central-
ized small group at the top which 
alone would devise new laws and 
budgets and their president would 
sign it. Few people would know an-
ything about it until it had become 
the law of the land—Soviet Union 
and now Russia. The health care 
law to replace Obamacare is be-
ing developed and promoted in the 
Russian manner, not what the US 
Constitution specifies. It is as if the 

Russians have already taken over 
our federal government. Perhaps it 
is just another sign of the billion-
aires, US and Russia, running both 
countries. 

The frustration for me as 
a lifelong educator is that most 
Americans understand none of this. 
Most people do not know civics, or 
the constitution, or how democracy 
should work. Decades ago America 
put in state tests on just reading, 
writing, and math. Schools stopped 
teaching everything else. That was 
not our intent when I was on the 
Colorado State Board of Education 
in the late 1980s. We wanted the 
testing to be like Europe and oth-
er developed nations in which all 
subjects are assessed, and not just 
with easy-to-grade multiple choice 
tests but with writing, projects and 
oral interviews with community 
leaders. 

Yet the educational politics 
of America meant that local school 
boards had to see the test items, 
and they shared them with teach-
ers. Teachers then taught to the 
test, and ignored all else. The rest 
of the developed world has a sepa-
rate group that develops and ad-
ministers their state exams, and 
teachers never see the test items 
and thus cannot teach to just those 
items. Educators should be teach-
ing to the broader standards by 
subject and grade—what we on the 
State Board intended. 

Yet pilot testing showed US 
students were doing even worse 
on those high standards tests so 
the education bureaucracy came 
up with a process that has led to 
cheating on the state exams. Three 
decades later we have a nation of 
poorly educated students who are 
now voting and do not understand 
the democratic process enough to 
fix things. 

The root of a country’s pros-
perity is education. Yet the most 

recent International PISA results 
placed the U.S. an unimpressive 
38th out of 71 countries in math 
and 24th in science. In most schools 
and states we do not even get one 
half of the students being proficient 
at anything. This is what is leading 
the US economic loss of productivity 
causing us to become “Third World” 
in many areas. Economists look at 
cycles, flows and interactions. Amer-
ica has been in a negative reinforc-
ing cycle of failures that shows 90% 
of Americans getting worse off. The 
richest 10% are still doing well but 
the middle class is gone, and many 
are semi-literate. 

Professor Robert Reich of 
University of California Berkeley 
is the leading voice on this topic. 
His lectures, books, and videos are 
trying to wake America up to these 
negative reinforcing cycles that he 
calls vicious cycles. He also shows 
how to get positive reinforcing cy-
cles, which he calls virtuous cycles. 
Watch his “Inequality” DVD online 
for the details. (robertreich.org)

In later columns I will suggest 
my dramatic fixes to the critical ar-
eas of education, health care, dem-
ocratic failure and an unjust Jus-
tice system. These major system 
failures are costing more and more 
money for less and less good out-
comes. These are the areas which 
have destroyed America’s democ-
racy, prosperity and hope. 

Ed Lyell, PhD. Emeritus Pro-
fessor of Business and Economics, 
Adams State University (ehlyell@
adams.edu) or Facebook as dredlyell. 

Ed Lyell retires from Adams State, 
looks back on impressive career

Dr. Ed Lyell, emeritus pro-
fessor of business at Adams State 
and economics correspondent for 
The Crestone Eagle, was the first 
in his family to finish elementary 
school. He taught his parents to 
read, write, and do math when he 
took his homework home. 

He retired from ASU this 
spring, after nearly 20 years. 
His passion for teaching began 
in 1970, while he was taking a 
graduate level class at San Fran-
cisco State and the professor left. 
“I have loved teaching since first 
teaching that MBA marketing 
management course.”

Ideas for education re-
form

Many of Lyell’s opinions 
don’t meet with popular opinion. 
According to Lyell, Japanese ex-
ecutives don’t make much more 
than workers and their philosophy 
is high quality at low cost, by get-
ting it right the first time. “If kids 
came out of elementary school 
knowing how to read, write, do 
math, and communicate well, we 
have done it right the first time . 
. . Currently, in Colorado 30 mil-
lion dollars are spent for students 
who have to take remedial classes 
before they can begin the core cur-
riculum in college.”

In turn, many of the stu-
dents unprepared for college drop 
out before receiving their diploma 
but having thousands of dollars in 
student loans to pay back without 
the credentials to land a higher-
paying job. “If colleges and uni-
versities want to graduate better 
students we need to reach into 
the K-12 system,” Lyell added. “I 
believe Adams State should take 
over the San Luis Valley high 
schools and increase the rigor of 
academics.”

Before enrolling in college, 
Lyell cautions incoming freshman 
to look at the outcomes, includ-
ing what degrees are in demand. 
“Business still pays relatively 
well. Most good paying jobs are 
now in the STEM careers.” 

As technology continues to 
advance, Lyell believes the days 
of classroom instruction will give 
way to 24/7 online learning while 
having fun. 

Accomplished life
Prior to Adams State Lyell 

taught at the University of Colo-
rado, Metro State, and Colorado 
College. He received his bach-
elor’s degree and Master of Busi-
ness Administration from San 
Francisco State. He completed his 

doctorate at University of Colora-
do in business and economics. He 
spent summers as a white water 
river guide throughout the west 
while being an academic during 
the fall and spring. 

Lyell has served as a sen-
ior administrator at the Colorado 
Commission on Higher Education, 
a higher education budget ana-
lyst for the Colorado legislature, 
was elected to the Colorado State 
Board of Education, and served on 
the State Board for all community 
colleges in Colorado. He worked on 
school reform through the Denver-
based Education Commission of 
the States, and travelled to many 
states and nations.

“I have always studied the 
education industry through the 
discipline of business and eco-
nomics,” Lyell added.

He raised millions of dol-
lars for school districts in the 
San Luis Valley and directed 21st 
century summer and after-school 
programs. Consulting has taken 
him around the USA and to more 
than a dozen countries including 
Japan, Europe and New Zealand. 

After retirement, he plans 
on organizing his piles of photo-
graphs and will continue to work 
on the three different books he 
has outlined. 

In Search of Economic Reality

The Politburo of the United States

3625 U.S. Hwy 160 W
Monte Vista, CO 81144

719.852.3538

www.slvrec.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.slvrec.com
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Awakening into Unity: The Sacred Heart of Science 
by Lee Temple
Another excerpt from Lee’s 

new book, Awakening into Unity, 
a comprehensive, richly illustrated 
compendium of the entire Global 
Awakening series, and a powerful 
healing balm for these troubled, 
turbulent times:

Oftentimes . . . the course of 
important constituent traditions 
such as science, philosophy or re-
ligion can be shifted into more ef-
fective and successful directions by 
the inspired actions (and activism) 
of crucial individuals. Such people 
can be thought of as champions 
for change in these traditions. 
They pick up and run with various 
causes and stick with them for their 
entire lives. One such champion in 
the scientific realm is certainly Jane 
Goodall. A U.N. Messenger of Peace 
and founder of the Jane Goodall 
Institute, we all know of her multi-
decade pioneering work with the 
African chimpanzees, but now she 
has expanded her love of animals to 
a whole new level.

In the inspiring book, Hope 

for Animals and Their World, she 
and co-authors Thane Maynard 
and Gail Hudson have helped bring 
a sharp focus on the living reality 
that global climate change is visit-
ing on the animal kingdom. It also 
highlights the efforts that these im-
portant champions, and thousands 
of other dedicated field biologists 
like them, are making to help save, 
protect, and heal vital aspects of our 
precious world.

Their book helps to “illustrate 
the resilience of nature, and the 
persistence and determination of 
the men and women who fight—
sometimes for decades—to save the 
last survivors of a species, refusing 
to give up.” (373) These stories of spe-
cial survival in our time are touch-
ing and memorable. They take what 
is often relegated to statistics and 
numbers and put a shared human 
and animal face on them. Goodall 
and her co-authors provide us with 
real, living examples, such as “Old 
Blue, at one time the very last fe-
male black robin in the world, who, 
with the help of an inspired biolo-

gist, saved her species from extinc-
tion,” or a very special tree, “the very 
last of its kind, that, having been 
almost eaten to death by browsing 
goats, was killed by a forest fire—
yet found the energy to produce 
seeds on its last living branch,” and 
which survived and brought its spe-
cies back from the brink of extinc-
tion, thanks to the critical efforts of 
valiant horticulturists.” (374) These 
authors see this life-saving work as 
crucial and essential to the survival 
of critical parts of our inherited nat-
ural world. It is!

Goodall and her cohorts are 
clearly and actively weaving a fabric 
of communication and compassion-
based love, so often ascribed to the 
realm of spirituality/religion and so 
seldom to science, between these bi-
ologist champions on the front lines 
of saving critical living elements of 
our world, and the global youth who 
will inherit it. In so doing, they cre-
ate greater unity of the realms and 
show us how compassion can break 
through outdated stereotypical lim-
itations for the good of all.

Jane Goodall demonstrates 
that it is possible, advisable, impor-
tant, and indeed necessary to marry 
objective science and subjective con-
science to help heal our world. This 
inspiring work illuminates the po-
tential for a bright future of animal-
human coexistence, and thus further 
exemplifies the world-first, Earth-
saving, Golden-Rule-based unity 
worldview in action. Learn more at: 
http://www.janegoodall.org/.

View/borrow Lee’s book at the 
Baca Grande Library. Buy it at El-

ephant Cloud Market at a generous 
locals’ discount. Follow the source 
text for this article on pp. 358-9, 
together with other Earth-healing 
scientific efforts in Chapter Sixteen, 
Next Steps for the Indigenous, Spir-
itual/Religious, Philosophic & Sci-
entific Communities. Learn more 
about Lee Temple, Awakening into 
Unity, and the Global Awakening 
series at www.primamundi.com. 

373. Jane Goodall, with Thane May-
nard and Gail Hudson, Hope for Animals 
and Their World; How Endangered Spe-
cies are Being Rescued from the Brink (New 
York and Boston: Grand Central Publishing, 
2009), Back Cover Jacket.

374. Goodall et. al., Hope, Introduc-
tion, xxii.

© 2017 Lee Temple, Shining Golden 
Suns, LLC, All Rights Reserved. Reprinted 
by permission.

Jane Goodall in October, 2015. 
 U.S. Department of State/Courtesy 
 of Wikimedia Public Domain photo 

www.SangreD.com

Celebrating 

5 years 
serving 

Crestone!

Your New Life

116 South Alder Street, Suite A
Sangre de Cristo Inn Building
North of the post office in 

downtown Crestone

Vivia Lawson
Broker/Owner

719.256.5800

323 Holiday. Great views on private 
triple lot. 3 bed, 2 bath, garage, new 

kitchen & bath.  $250,000

Picture Your New Life Make it a Reality

SOLD! 505 Arrowhead Way

SOLD! 303 Palomino Way

1283 Deer Trail, Grants. Super property 

with 2 bedroom residence, garage, studio 

apartment, green house, more!  $288,000

NEW
 LISTING!

2776 N Carefree Way
Two bedroom mountain cabin with loads 

of character and views!  $165,000

NEW
 LISTING!

2165 Happy Hollow Way
Beautiful setting.  Views!  $185,000

NEW
 LISTING!

New 
  Land Listings

997C Badger Road $28,000   

67 Baca Grant Way $12,000

2206 & 2209 Lone Pine Ct $12,000

4106C & 4084 Prosperity $28,500

In historic downtown Salida           135 F Street

New and Used Books
Local and Regional 

Authors
Journals, Cards, Maps
Guidebooks, Calendars

http://www.janegoodall.org/
http://www.primamundi.com
http://www.SangreD.com
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Writer’s Forum
Sharing Heaven with Mosquitos

by Anne Silver
We live in a place that is heav-

en on earth.  Well, usually.  It gets 
a bit colder than most places in the 
winter. And in the summer, there’s 
the mosquitos....

And to this oldtimer, the mos-
quitos seem to be getting worse. 
Since mosquitos like moisture, per-
haps there a demographic element.   
More people are watering more 
gardens.

How do outdoors junkies deal 
with this?  Most load on the Deet 
and the mosquito netting.   My 
liver doesn’t like Deet, and herbals 
don’t repel the whine.   Although 
I wear closed cuffs on arms and 
legs, I hate seeing Nature’s beau-
ty through a screen.   I’ve devised 
fairly effective cover by wearing 
large gauzy scarves that alternate 
between burkha and Isadora Dun-
can-like fan movements.   Mosqui-
tos are intimidated by the motion, 
and if I hum a tune for my “dance” 
I can’t hear their annoying whine.  
Fortunately, at higher elevations, 
I don’t worry about scaring small 
children. 

So those are the physical solu-
tions:   stay inside, load up on mos-
quito repellents, or dress to thwart 
a mosquito’s intent.

Now I get to the confessional 
part of my mosquito experience. I 
have been trying to befriend them! 

Can we really fault mosqui-
tos for wanting our blood?   They 
have to eat and so do the magnifi-
cent dragonflies that eventually 
come swarming in to save us.  De-
licious fish feed on mosquitos and 
dragonflies.

Communication is the key 
to making friends but especially 
here in our heaven!  “Especially”  
here, because we are on a land 
grant that was given to a Span-
iard named “Head of the Cow”.    
‘”Baca” or vaca is the Spanish word 
for “cow”.  It is derived from “Vac”, 
the Vedic cow goddess who is the 
mother of sound, of language.  So 
I talk to almost everything—with 
preference for  the creatures who 
don’t talk back. 

A friend who grew up in the 
Valley 90 years ago told me “People 
are always fighting over in Cre-
stone”.    She lived in Saguache all 
her life and recommended that if I 
wanted a peaceful life, I move over 
there.  Another friend, a Mormon 
from Utah, told me that mosquitos 
are attracted where there is ag-
gressive, angry energy.   The San 
Juan side of the Valley doesn’t have 
mosquitos like we do.  Could con-
flict be the reason Crestone got the 
exacerbated mosquito problem?  
(I wonder why they got the rattle 
snakes?!)

But Crestone is my heaven on 
earth, and don’t we come to a spir-
itual place to learn to be peaceful?   
Obviously our brother and sister 
mosquitos are a good place to start.   
If we can make peace with them, 
we ought to be able to handle our 
other neighbors.

So here is how my mosquito 
mitigation plan goes.   At the first 
sight of one in the spring, I say,

“Hello.”   I should probably be 
more welcoming, but I can’t muster 
much enthusiasm.  The main thing 

I try to avoid is fear and dread and 
revulsion.  Those can come later if 
a swarm develops as I’m moving 
down the mountain trail, and I’ve 
temporarily let my guard (and my 
veils) down.

As the mosquito encounters 
increase, I sink into acceptance. I 
say, “Okay, you can have a bite or 
two, but that’s all.  If you leave me 
alone I won’t kill you.” It works as 
long as I keep a modicum of de-
fensiveness going and keep my 
part of the bargain.  I blow or 
brush mosquitos away and try to 
move them out of my indoor spac-
es harmlessly.

When you try to move a mos-
quito you realize what a living 
miracle it is.   It truly seems lighter 
than air.   One can learn to admire 
a mosquito with long delicate legs 
dangling from delicate transparent 
wings. If it weren’t maddeningly 
noisy and potentially deadly, who 
could begrudge it a place in the 
natural order of things? 

I always apologize when I fail 
to thwart a mosquito harmlessly.  
It is good training for me in shar-
ing the planet with other species. 
Sometimes I look at swarms from 
the other side of my tent screening 
and feel a lot of compassion for the 
hard life they lead.   How would 
you like to be constantly moving, 
probably starving, and witlessly 
repeating the same movement with 
little understanding or success? 

But when we are on the same 
side of a screen and I am trying 
to sleep, the mosquito’s power re-
places its haplessness.  “O Mighty 
mighty perpetrators of distur-
bance, I bow at your dangling lotus 
feet!”

Because, yes, you are my 
teachers.   Every one of you; wheth-
er tormenting my ears, stinging, or 
setting up to sting torpidly enough 
for me to place the cup of the insect 
remover over you and take you out-
side.  When I see you fly between 
me and the sun I realize that you 
are capable of beauty and grace.  
And when I hear you approach I 
am reminded to wake up, be alert!

Ah yes, this is the season of 
Lady Mosquito.  When I’m not in-
dulging in unseemly fear and loath-
ing, I sing and dance in her pres-
ence.   Here is my song, inspired by 
St. Francis of Assisi.

I love you sister mosquito of 
frail beauty that reminds me of the 
miracle of creation. 

I thank you, friend mosquito, 
for waking me out of my stupor of 
past and future. 

I bless you, fruitful mosquito, 
for your offering to the stunning 
dragonfly and tasty fish.

And I wish you peace.

John Nelson Masonry
45 Years’ Experience
719-588-1034

Website: nelsonjohnt.wix.com/
john-nelson-masonry

New ways to save & enjoy your photos
(StatePoint) People are taking 

more photos than ever before, of 
friends, family, vacations and their 
food. And while they don’t always 
like to admit it, they are also tak-
ing selfies.

But with all this emphasis 
on taking photos, you’d think that 
people would pay more attention 
to how they store and enjoy their 
memories for later. Unfortunately, 
in the age of social media, our pho-
tos are often experienced in a fleet-
ing way.

Consider the following tips for 
making your memories last longer.

• Back up your data. Consid-
er applying settings to your mobile 
device that immediately back up 
your photos to your computer and 
to the cloud. In the event your de-
vice is lost, stolen or malfunction-
ing, you won’t lose your memories 
on top of the logistical headache 
and financial expense of replacing 
or repairing your hardware.

• Sort your files. Most pro-
grams will sort your images by 
date. You may also wish to tag your 
images and use thematic folders 
for better organization. This will 
help you find exactly what you’re 
looking for when the time comes to 

create that slideshow or craft that 
scrapbook.

• Share your images. Share 
your images in a beautiful slide-
show presentation. New features 
on today’s projectors make it a 
snap. For example, MobiShow, a 
feature of Casio’s LampFree Slim 
projectors, enables users to make 
presentations wirelessly via any 
smartphone, computer or mobile 
device equipped with wireless LAN 
capabilities. The XJ-A257 for ex-
ample, weighs five pounds, making 
it a great portable projector and an 
easy way to share your images any 
time.

• Print them out. When is the 
last time you actually printed an 
image you took on a mobile device? 
These days, it’s easier and quicker 
than ever before to print your fa-
vorite photos. Many retailers make 
it convenient to send a digital col-
lection of photos to be quickly pro-
cessed into standard prints and 
keepsakes like mugs, calendars 
and apparel.

In a time when photography 
permeates all that we do, don’t for-
get to store your images safely and 
to take the time to enjoy them.

Technology Tipster

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Kizzen Laki
This scheme was a good one. 

Maybe one of the best ideas we’d 
come up with yet. It could work. It 
did work!

My friends and I were work 
poor. We were all employed in vari-
ous aspects of what is called “the 
service industry”, which means we 
had work because in the summer 
the tourists showed up in Buena 
Vista. We waited tables, cleaned 
hotel rooms, did summer con-
struction, worked at summer-only 
stores. Low paying grunt work.

It was the mid 1970s and I 
was living in a cluster of old cab-
ins in Chalk Creek Canyon with 
my husband and 2 young chil-
dren along with other assorted 
young folk. The cabins were funky. 
The canyon was beautiful. We 
scratched for a living doing what-
ever was available.

My friend Georgene had lived 
in the cabins with her 3 young 
sons but had moved up in the 
world when she purchased a mo-
bile home outside of Buena Vista. 
My other cabin friend Mindy had 
also scored a rental house in town. 
Sometimes when I had to come the 

8 miles into town to do laundry, or 
had time before the dinner shift at 
Tisings Restaurant we’d meet up 
at Georgene’s, turn the kids loose 
to play and have a few tokes.  Good 
women friends. 

One day we got to complaining 
about how we worked all these tour-
ist jobs, but couldn’t afford to do the 
tourist things. Our own kids couldn’t 
ride the horses at the riding stables, 
or go rafting. So many things were 
out of reach. Like dentists. Or good 
running cars. Or fancy preschools. 
Or a place to rent that wasn’t pricey 
and totally funky.

We got to bitching and moan-
ing and toking and came up with 
a name for us and all our friends. 
“The Disadvantaged Rural Wom-
en’s Society”.  We were going to 
recruit members—all our women 
friends qualified. Maybe we could 
get grants. Yeah! We laughed and 
joked and smoked—but an idea 
took hold. Maybe, maybe, hmmm.

We spread the name around. 
It was almost like a club. It was 
funny. But still, it kinda hurt when 
tourists showed up with their new 
back packs and shiny hiking boots 
yet left a measly tip.

“I want my kids to go rafting!” 
declared Mindy one afternoon. So 
we cooked up a plan. We were go-
ing to get on the Mary Purdy Show!

KVRH was the only radio sta-
tion in Chaffee County. This was 
the 70s. There was no rock station 
(but on a clear night sometimes 
we could pick up the rock station 
in Albuquerque). Mostly, it was 
just KVRH out of Salida where 
you could listen live to the Salida 
or Buena Vista schools’ wrestling 
matches, the local softball game 
called pitch for pitch, and espe-
cially exciting was when the rodeo 
came to town! A bit of news, a lot of 
weather and cattle market reports. 
The music was mostly country, 40s 
and 50s. The highlight of the day’s 
program was The Mary Purdy 
Show!  Mary Purdy had a morning 
show that featured interviews with 
whomever she could find.  

We called her up and asked 

if we could be on 
her show to tell 
her about a new 
organization we 
had formed—we 
told her The Dis-
advantaged Rural 
Women’s Society 
was sponsoring a 
program seeking 
to have tourism in-
dustry employees 
receive discounts 
for their families 
from tourism busi-
ness.  She bit. 

Georgene, Mindy and myself 
spruced ourself up and went on the 
air. Live radio!  We were so ner-
vous. But we had spent days talk-
ing about what we were going to 
say. Mary Purdy was a great inter-
viewer. We laid out the plight of our 
poor children not being able to raft, 
or ride or ski. How we would all be 
happier (and nicer to the custom-
ers) if we too could have some fun!  
She thought it was a great idea. 
And live, on air, encouraged tourist 
business to support this wonderful 
thing and give us all half-price dis-
counts. Yes!

We made up some simple 
cards with our mission on them 
and we talked someone into zerox-
ing them for us. We pitched it to the 
one river rafting company that ex-
isted at the time near Nathrop, and 
Mindy and Georgene got to take 
their kids rafting (mine were too 
young, I was too scared). We all got 
half-price ski passes at Monarch 
for a day. All our kids had a great 
time—got half price on the ski rent-
als as well! 

The stables west of town were 
very skeptical about this whole 
thing, “The Disadvantaged Rural 
Women’s Association”? Really? But 
when we told them we had been 
on the Mary Purdy Show they let 
our kids ride once for half price. 
We even got one half-priced meal 

at Tisings. (I think it was just be-
cause Gloria, the hard-drinking 
big-hearted owner, thought it was 
a hoot).

We milked it as best we could.  
It’s for the children.

But we all worked and were 
young and poor and had families 
and the cars were iffy and we didn’t 
know how to really make it an of-
ficial actual formal organizational 
“thing”. It really was an afternoon 
pipe dream that worked better 
than we ever thought. After that 
first 6 months, it sorta faded away.  
As they say, it sure was fun while 
it lasted.

Mary Purdy continued on 
KVRH for many years interview-
ing people, telling stories, opening 
doors, giving glimpses into life in 
Chaffee County. In that cabin in 
the mountains, with no TV and 
only one radio station, she was our 
connection to the world and we 
loved her show.  

So now you all know this 
story. Yours truly, despite being a 
disadvantaged rural woman, was 
interviewed LIVE on the famous 
Mary Purdy Show!

Kizzen and her family lived in 
the 1970s in a rustic cabin in the 
Colorado mountains. They chopped 
wood and hauled water. This is a 
story from those days.

Streaming  24/7 on  www.khen.org
Like us on Facebook or call us at 719-539-1069

24/7 Streaming and Podcasts on www.khen.org
Like us on Facebook or call us at 719-539-1069

Mountain Mamas  
    Tell Tall Tales

The Disadvantaged 
Rural Women’s Society

Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5pm, Sat 8:30am - 12pm (except every 3rd Sat)

602 Hunt Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101, Ph:  719-589-5552

BetterFloorsOnline.com

Anniversary Sale going on now. Come in and save!

Kizzen with her daughter Nakia, left, and baby Talmath, right, 
visiting with friends in 1977.

http://www.khen.org
http://www.khen.org
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Summer activities 
at the library

by Suzanne McGregor
We know that summer is a 

busy time for folks and families 
in our community, and the library 
would like to add some options 
to encourage you to come visit 
us!  For the youngsters, the sum-
mer reading program at the Baca 
Grande Library is in full swing 
on Tuesday mornings from 10:30-
11:30.  The program, “Build a Bet-
ter World” is for ages grade school 
and younger and is presented by 
Miss Penny, our favorite story-
teller from the Saguache Library. 
There are stories, crafts, and a 
reading contest (with prizes!) 
for the youngsters.  There is no 
charge for the program, and regis-
tration forms are available in the 
library.  Drop-ins are welcome, 

and healthy snacks will be served.  
Parents are encouraged to stay 
for the program if they choose 
to do so, and older kids are wel-
comed to assist the younger ones 
who might need a helping hand.  
(Note:  There will be no program 
on Tuesday, July 4.)

The computer clinic for older 
folks (lovingly called Geezers into 
Geeks) is offered at the library on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 
5-7 pm.  Lori (Sunflower) Nagel 
offers individualized instruction 
on addressing your specific ques-
tions and concerns.  There are 
six library computers (first come, 
first served), but you can bring 
your own laptop or other device.  
There is no charge for the clinic.

The Friends of the Library 
(FOL) will be in the park on the 
4th of July with their annual 
Root Beer Float booth.  On a hot 
summer’s day, who can resist 
such a treat?!  The FOL wel-
comes anyone who would like to 
help out at the booth—just let us 
know ahead of time.  All proceeds 
help to support your library.

Notice:  The library will be 
closed on July 4 in observance of 
Independence Day.

Baca Grande Library 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.

THEME: THE 4TH OF JULY
ACROSS
1. Like Catherine or Peter, in 
Russia
6. Norwegian band of “Take on 
Me” fame
9. “I call first ____!”
13. “Home on the ____”
14. Charlie Parker’s style of jazz
15. Comedian Silverman
16. Not upright
17. Greek H
18. Acrobat maker
19. *Like the July 4th holiday
21. *Pre-state state
23. Thanksgiving tuber
24. Hold as a conviction
25. Ides mo.
28. Expunge
30. Catching like a cowboy
35. ____ ‘n’ Andy
37. Trash containers, e.g.
39. Of war and sea?
40. It wasn’t built in a day
41. Happily ever when?
43. Car with a bar
44. Loud noise
46. Dublin land
47. Lecherous look
48. Lampoon
50. Pouches
52. Not sweet, as in wine
53. Plant anchor
55. Brown truck delivery company
57. *Traditional July 4th meal
60. *Fire____
64. Filthy dough
65. Bird word
67. Tee off
68. Enclose in a recess
69. Big coffee server
70. Dine at home
71. Shakespeare’s metrical unit
72. Hi-____
73. Type of wheat

DOWN
1. Tennis’ Steffi
2. Denote as “PG,” e.g.
3. Children’s author Blyton
4. “The best laid schemes o’ 
mice an’ men gang aft ____”
5. Foursome
6. Cain’s brother
7. *Like a dog
8. Rapidly
9. Type of cabinetry joint
10. De-wrinkler
11. “Rosemary’s ____”
12. Anything female
15. Omega 3 source
20. Naked protozoa
22. “____ the fields we go”
24. ADA member
25. Jacobs and Anthony, e.g.
26. ____ ____ or a spy
27. *____ candle
29. *”____, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness”
31. ____ Mall, London
32. Like a Harvard building?
33. Name-chooser
34. *Old ____
36. Seal with a kiss and do this
38. Plural of serum
42. Happen again
45. Patient’s bed
49. Interesting person, acronym
51. Queen of these
54. Happen
56. Junk yard stuff
57. Wild feline
58. Ballistic missile acronym
59. Dungeness, e.g.
60. Flipside of pros
61. Flying toy
62. Reagan’s reference to Rus-
sian “empire”
63. As opposed to own
64. Hula girl’s flower
66. Metal-bearing rock

Find solutions online at www.crestoneeagle.com/crossword
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       in the San Luis Valley 
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Sustainable | Healthy | Energy Efficient
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CRAIG ELECTRIC
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STEVE DOSSENBACK
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sdossenback@gmail.com
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mailto:ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
mailto:ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
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  Nestled in the woods you can

Electrum’s Rentals
Retreat and Enjoy!!

The Hobbit House
Shamanic Healing House

Rental House Management

Call or text: 719-588-2114
globalspirit13@gmail.com

Nighly, Weekly, Monthly

Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units
with individual bathrooms

Fully furnished kitchens
Spacious and Private

Beautiful views 
Long-term, Group, & Off-season Rates

[

[

[

[

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonerentals.net

Rest, Relax, & Reconnect!
Hourly, Nightly, Weekly
Memberships Available

10% Crestone Referral Discount
 Call or Text 720.363.1921

soulspacecolorado@gmail.com

SOUL SPACE COLORADOWelcome
Baca Townhouse No. 9

505.983.1343          505.670.0194
mswingard@gmail.com

BacaTownhouse.com

Beautiful, gentle, 
relaxing setting

Two floors, two bedrooms,  
two baths

Reasonable Rate

free wifi, near Desert Sage
easy walk into Crestone

Bed & Breakfast

DragonflyHouseCrestone.com

719-256-4859

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

Dances with elk
by Peter Anderson
I must have missed one of the 

rock cairns that marked the trail and 
walked off the map, but I did find a 
fine camp in an alpine meadow, with 
an island of spruce shielding me 
from some elk grazing the waning 
sun tundra in a snow-rimmed cirque 
a mile or so off toward the Continen-
tal Divide. If my inner compass was 
a little off, so what? This was a fine 
place to be lost. As the elk herd ap-

proached, a slight breeze came with 
them, floating my scent off toward 
the sun which had gone down be-
hind a distant ridge. As far as they 
were concerned I wasn’t there. Even 
when the walls of my tent billowed 
out in an occasional puff of wind, I 
didn’t exist. So they came closer and 
closer and soon I could hear the cows 
and calves mewing and bleating to 
one another on the far side of the 
spruce. 

Right around dusk, I saw some-
thing strange. Two cows got up on 

their hind legs and faced off toward 
one another, hooves pressed chest to 
chest, not in an aggressive way, but 
rather in what appeared to be a kind 
of wapiti tango. I was reminded of 
a seasoned mountaineer who once 
told me he had witnessed elk sliding 
down a snowfield in the South San 
Juans, apparently just for fun. 

It wasn’t long after the full 
moon had risen, that I noticed an-
other curious behavior. Over on 
the edge of the meadow, a cow elk 
kicked an unidentifiable moonlit 
object into the air and then jumped 
back as if she had startled herself 
with the sparkle of it all. Then she 
did it again and again. And then a 
few more curious cows came over to 
see what was going on and they got 
in on the action. I watched them 

through the skeeter-mesh wall 
of my tent until I was too tired to 
hold my head up any longer. That’s 
when I zipped up my sleeping 
bag, the sound of which spooked 
the whole herd now forty strong. 
It could have been a headline: 
“Camper Trampled by Elk Herd in 
South San Juans,” but it wasn’t my 
time. Instead they vanished into 
the trees and shadows, leaving me 
to ponder the dreamy weirdness of 
it all as I drifted off to sleep. 

The next morning, if only to 
get a grip on what was real and 
what wasn’t, I moseyed out into the 
meadow looking for evidence of the 
previous night’s follies and found 
the remains of a deflated tin foil bal-
loon. It doesn’t take much to amuse 
an elk under a full moon. 

L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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http://www.collhouse.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Houses & Property for Sale

LOTS FOR SALE 
Several Exceptional Building Lots For Sale. 
Chalet I: #1480-81, 1537, 1548, 1554, 
1848-9. Chalet II: 2841, 2638-39-40, 4083, 
4200. Grants: 1210 Chuck. 720-480-2066 

Primo Houses and Creek Land  
for Sale 

FSBO/ Great location in Chalet 1 is a 6 
Bedroom 3 bath, Multi Level 3100 sq. Feet 
house on one acre Bordering a creek and 
green belt, Bamboo Floors and Tile. $265k 
* Downtown 900 ft. Cabin with deep well on 
3 lots. $155k. * 5 lots on roaring creek with 
hex concrete foundation and all utilities in. 
$150K. To view call Electrum 719-588-2114 
or globalspirit13 @gmail.com

Off Grid Paradise in Ecuador! 
For Sale: Ecuador Paradise off-Grid Eco 
Living in a Botanical Preserve. Hexagon 2 
story House on a Gorgeous Estate, Gardens 
, Fruit trees, on River, Internet, Solar, 
Pristine Well Water, Serene! .618 acres 
close to Vilcabamba. $117,000. https://
youtu.be/BCbU88lfK0o maevecelt1949@
gmail.com 

BUY YOUR SACRED LAND NOW 
Now is the time to make sure you have a 
place in this amazing location. Beautiful 
building lots in Chalet II. Secure your spot 
in Crestone, Colorado – this amazingly 
powerful energy vortex. 719-256-5768

Land For Sale 
$4000 3.32 AC Lot 59 Horsetooth Trail 
Grants. Adjacent to Chalet II. Near Spanish 
Creek Greenbelt. A beautiful lot, incredible 
views. Contact: sagecare@yahoo.com

Houses for Rent

1BR/1BA GORGEOUS  
RETREAT HOME 

STUNNINGLY FURNISHED, VIEWS from 
every room, wood stove, passive solar, 
FAB kitchen, & SW interior colors, 
landscaped/fenced grounds/water feature, 
Private/Quiet, wifi W/D. Pics & info: email 
madamebwolfe@gmail.com, 505-728-
0244. Rent depends on Short/Long Term 
Lease

Summer House For Rent 
Available July 2 for summer. 1BR, 1BA, 
W/D large living/new kitchen + deck. 
Walk to town. $500/week $1200 per 
month including utilities. Plus deposit. 
Text:7199373660 email: taremorya@
gmail.com
Crestone Dream House For Rent 

Exceptional Strawbale 3BR/2BA + studio. 
Stunning views. Exquisitely crafted, natural 
finishes, soak tub. Must see. No smoking 
or pets. $1800/month utilities included. 
303-709-3377 http://www.facebook.com/
TheCrestoneDreamHouse

Rental Housing Available Now. 
Housing spaces are now available. $400-
$900. Yurt’s, Rooms, studio, apartments, 
& a 2 bedroom house. Long Term or 
monthly. Please call Electrum for more 
info @ 719-588-2114 or globalspirit13@
gmail.com

2 BR/2BA BEAUTIFULLY 
FURNISHED HOME 

In Grants, ETS heating, VIEWS from every 
room, soaking tub, w/ view! wifi, W/D. Pics 
& info: email madamebwolfe@gmail.com, 
505-728-0244. Rent depends on Short/
Long Term.

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent

Perfect Mountain Retreat Home 
Lovely, remodeled 2BR/2BA vacation 
rental home; full kitchen, W/D, deck, 
mountain views. Quiet, close to 
town, hiking, Pundarika stupa. www.
CrestoneGuestHouse.com. 505-204-6309 
blake.luminousjewel@gmail.com

Private and Quiet 
Room for Rent in Grants, 2nd floor, private 
entrance, great views and light, full bath, 
kitchenette, furnished with queen bed, all 
utilities incl. DISH, no smoking, no pets. 
$35/night (2 night minimum), $200/week, 
$500/month. 720-775-8630

Electrum’s Rentals 
July Rentals / Private Rooms in a Yoga 
retreat house monthly $425. 

Services

Construction Assistant 
Experienced laborer available to assist on 
construction jobs. Call James Henwood @ 
719-937-3547. $15/hr. min.

24/7 Virtual Assistant 
Need help with all of those time consuming 
and tedious business tasks? I will set up 
your 24/7 automatic virtual assistant to take 
care of client scheduling, billing, follow up 
and more! Starts at $10/month with a set 
up fee. www.angelaanderson.life/24-7-va

RELIABLE CARPENTRY & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES 

38 years experience in carpentry, painting, 
stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. Drug/
Alcohol free. Free Estimates 719-992-0093

Veterans’ Benefits 
County Veteran Service Officer does 
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at 
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn 
about your benefits.

Recycling 
Bring your recyclables to the parking lot 
across the street from Aventa the first & 
third Saturdays of each month, 10am-2pm. 
Waste Free SLV will be asking $10 for the 
average household, less for small amounts, 
more for larger. 719-588-2703. 

Building or Designing a Home? 
Building or Designing a Home (also 
Renovations)? www.SunPeakBuilders.com. 
Also, listen to my podcast on How2BuildGreen.
com Adam Fries 970-426-9446

	

	
Prepare	For	Wildfire	Before	One	Strikes	

Call	the	Saguache	County	Firewise	Program	
For	A	Free	Assessment	

(719)	480-9764	
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

Open Mon-Fri 8-5  Sat 9-2

200 East 1st Street, Salida CO 81201    719-539-5384

Michelin Defender LTX

Call Nathan
256-4768

Summer Sale On all stoves and accessories
Will beat all advertised prices on any hearth product available!

Visit our Showroom!

shangrilahcolorado.com
shangrilahstove@gmail.com

HOME OF THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

  Used Appliances
         & Repairs

Aaron Anderson
719.298.1026

The only days that matter in Salida: 
Tuesday: 
Steamed mussels & French fries
Wednesday:  
Fried chicken with mashed 
potatoes & redeye gravy
Friday: 
Fresh cod fish and chips!

445 E. Hwy. 50, Salida    719-207-4950
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

Tuesday:
Steamed mussels & French fries
Wednesday:
Fried chicken with 
mashed potatoes & redeye gravy  
Thursday:
Louisiana Shrimp Po’ Boy
Friday:
Fresh cod fish and chips!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/BCbU88lfK0o
https://youtu.be/BCbU88lfK0o
mailto:sagecare@yahoo.com
mailto:madamebwolfe@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/
mailto:madamebwolfe@gmail.com
http://www.CrestoneGuestHouse.com
http://www.CrestoneGuestHouse.com
mailto:blake.luminousjewel@gmail.com
http://www.angelaanderson.life/24-7-va
http://www.SunPeakBuilders.com
mailto:shangrilahstove@gmail.com


Craig Electric Services 
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.
com

Computer Service/Repairs 
Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop 
in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call 
Dennis 256-4110

SKYHAWK CONSTRUCTION 
Are you interested in energy efficient 
construction and indoor air quality? Call 
Paul for remodels or new homes. 256-
4505. paulkoppana@yahoo.com

Help Wanted

Ranch Hand Needed 
Ranch Position open at Orient Land Trust 
and Everson Ranch. We are looking for 
a general ranch hand with mechanical 
and maintenance skills, will work with 
ranch animals, general ranch chores 
including hay production. Application is 
available on our website www.olt.org and 
you can contact our Ranch Manager at 
mikeodonal@olt.org or 719-480-3336.

Moltz Construction- 
Full Time Job Opening 

Full-Time: A premier Water and Wastewater 
General Contractor in Colorado is looking 
for laborers and form carpenters for a 
job in Crestone, CO. Wages dependent on 
experience. All qualified applicants will 
receive consideration for employment 
without regard to race, sex, creed, color, 
or national origin. Mandatory pre-
employment drug test required. Send 
resumes to: trishia@moltzconstruction.
com
Volunteers Needed at Soul Space

Volunteers needed to help at Soul Space 
to create safe physical, emotional, 
physiological, spiritual and intellectual 
space for local and international 
retreatants!  Especially need muscle & 
internet savvy. Call 720-363-1921 or email 
soulspacecolorado@gmail.com.

Misc. for Sale

Exceptional 7×16 
Enclosed Trailer 

Like new! 7×16 Enclosed 2015 Carson 
Utility Trailer w/side door w/lock-key + 
pull-down rear ramp. Original owner 
stored non-toxic contents from Day #1. 
(719) 256-4433 to view in Baca Grande 
$4700

Travel trailer for sale
14 ft. 1964 Aljo. Newly remodeled with 
special touches, tiny-house style. Good 
tires. Water & toilet work. Nice kitchen 
w/ 4-burner propane stove, small frig. 
Good-sized bed, new mattress. New 
insulation. No mice. $2,500 obo. Call 

Mary 256-4185 or message Mary Lowers 
on Facebook.

Yard/Garage/Moving/Estate Sales

Multi-family Yard Sale 
huge multi-family yard sale, July 8&9, 
washer dryer jewelry tools books 
construction & building supplies & fixtures 
clothing musical instruments. Corner of 
Spanish Creek & Indian Well Way. 719 256-
5036 

Free

Free Manure 
Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-14
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

The Trouble Shooter
Master Builder with 44 years experience  

in all phases of construction & repair

David Burrill
719-588-6961

davidburrill11@gmail.com

Photovoltaic & Hot Water Solar  
Design & Installation

Construction Consultation & Design      Building Tools Rental

Agua Solar

3221 Main St. ~ Alamosa, CO 81101 ~ 719-589-3661

Offer Valid July 1st- July 31st 2017
See Store for details!

For the month of July, come and see us 
for our exclusive discounts on our in 

stock tile and on special orders!  Need 
help with a design?  We also offer design 
assistance for all of your project needs.

Salida Greenhouse
Est. 1895 

· Non-GMO with
labeling

· Organic Soils &
Fertilizers

· Benefi cial Insect Use
· Garden Art &

Sculptures

· Perennials
· Annuals
· Shrubs & Trees
· Vegetable Starts
· Hanging Baskets
· Color Bowls
· Deck Planters
· Lawn Care

1025 D Street, Salida  •  539-4433
salidagreenhouse.com

Salida Greenhouse
Est. 1895 

· Non-GMO with
labeling

· Organic Soils &
Fertilizers

· Benefi cial Insect Use
· Garden Art &

Sculptures

· Perennials
· Annuals
· Shrubs & Trees
· Vegetable Starts
· Hanging Baskets
· Color Bowls
· Deck Planters
· Lawn Care

1025 D Street, Salida  •  539-4433
salidagreenhouse.comFollow us on Facebook @ Salida Greenhouse Inc. 

for notifications of upcoming July Sale

BOCES LEGAL NOTICE

San Luis Valley Board of 
Cooperative Educational Ser-
vices (BOCES) will be conduct-
ing a record and file update this 
summer. We will be destroying 
all special education records of 
students whose files have been 
closed since July 1, 2011 to June 
30, 2012. This effects students 
from Alamosa, Centennial, Cen-
ter Creede, Del Norte, Moffat, 
Monte Vista, Mountain Valley, 
North Conejos, Sanford, Sangre 
de Cristo, Sargent, Sierra Grande 
and South Conejos school dis-
tricts. If any students or guard-
ians want their complete file you 
can request it from the SLV BO-
CES office at 719 589-5851 on or 
before July 13, 2017. 

Please include students 
Name, date of birth and your re-
lationship to the student. Identi-
fication will be required. 

Healthy beef
raised in a responsible 

organic pasture
Available for sale

Contact Amber Felmlee

303-886-9436

C R A Z Y  H E I F E R  R A N C H

mailto:paulkoppana@yahoo.com
http://www.olt.org
mailto:mikeodonal@olt.org
mailto:soulspacecolorado@gmail.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:davidburrill11@gmail.com
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 Dear EarthTalk: What 
can we do to solve the e-
waste problem caused by 
so many of us tossing our 
cell phones out and get-
ting new ones every two 
years?  

—Sandy Bartram, Beverly 
Hills, CA

As more and more of the world 
develops—and smartphones be-
come ubiquitous—electronic waste 
(AKA “e-waste”) is a bigger prob-
lem than ever. Around the world, 
people generate some 50 million 
tons of e-waste every year, much of 
which ends up improperly disposed 
of in landfills where toxins common 
in electronics like lead, mercury 
and cadmium can leach out and 
contaminate surrounding soils and 
groundwater. Much of the remain-
ing e-waste gets shipped off to de-
veloping countries happy to profit 
from taking others’ trash despite 
the environmental consequences, 
or even worse, just dumped illegal-
ly into the ocean.

But thanks to consumer pres-
sure to do the right thing, most ma-
jor electronics manufacturers have 
started to pay attention to the prob-
lem and take action to reduce the 
flow of e-waste. Apple, for instance, 
long targeted by Greenpeace and 
others for lack of concern about the 
environmental and health impacts 
of its sourcing and production pro-

cesses, has made great strides in 
the last five years in recovering 
customers’ old products and reus-
ing the constituent parts in new 
products. 

In 2015 alone, the company 
collected some 90 million pounds 
of Apple-branded e-waste, recover-
ing upwards of 61 million pounds 
of material, including steel, plas-
tics, glass, aluminum, copper, co-
balt, zinc, lead, nickel, silver, tin 
and gold, to re-incorporate into 
new products. Environmental ad-
vocates who love their iPhones can 
sleep easier knowing that lead, 
mercury, beryllium, arsenic, PVC, 
phthalates and brominated flame 
retardants (BFRs) are no longer 
welcome in or will soon be phased 
out of Apple’s supply chain.

But most of us upgrade our 
smartphones every two years, 
so that means that even today’s 
greener iPhones still contribute to 
the e-waste problem. That’s where 
Europe’s Fairphone comes to the 
rescue. By incorporating long-last-
ing design and fair-traded materi-
als, ensuring good working condi-
tions and making products that 
are fully recyclable, easy-to-fix and 
reusable, Fairphone hopes to revo-
lutionize the smartphone market 
with its eco-conscious products.

As the electronics industry 
matures and moves toward more 
sustainable components, that, com-
bined with better design, can also 
help reduce the steady stream of 
e-waste. For instance, researchers 
at Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratory have come up with a 
way to extend the life and boost 
the productivity of lithium ion bat-
teries—the standard power source 
in today’s electronics—by treat-
ing their electrodes with hydro-
gen. Such a development could be 
huge for preventing e-waste, given 
that most of us toss our old phones 
within two years when the battery 
inside starts to deteriorate and un-
derperform.

Choosing carefully when it 
comes to selecting your next smart-
phone and recycling your old one 
for free at BestBuy or through its 
manufacturer are important first 
steps in becoming part of the so-
lution to the growing problem of 
e-waste. Becoming an advocate by 
encouraging others to do the same 
is another way to greatly expand 
your positive impact. The non-prof-
it e-Stewards program is dedicated 
to teaching people how to deal with 
used electronics—and individuals 
can pledge to become one of the 
program’s Envoys to help spread 
the word about the importance of 
reducing e-waste.

CONTACTS: Apple. www.
apple.com; Greenpeace, www.
greenpeace.org; Fairphone, www.
fairphone.com; e-Stewards, www.e-
stewards.org.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss and is 
a registered trademark of the non-
profit Earth Action Network. To do-
nate, visit www.earthtalk.org. Send 
questions to: question@earthtalk.
org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno

May 21 to June 20
Total precipitation for 
period:
Liquid precip: 0.27”
Snow: Trace 
Measurable precipitation fell on 
6 days.
Measurable rain fell on 6 days.
A trace of rain fell on 6 days
A trace of snow fell on 2 days
2 Thunderstorms occurred
Hail fell on 1 day
Total precipitation year to date:
Since Jan 1: 5.86”
Total snow to date:  
Since Jan 1: 52.1”
Snow Season *: 70.9”
*Snow season runs from July 1 
to June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 90.0°F on June 20
Low temp: 30.0°F on May 23
Avg. high: 79.7°F 
Avg. low: 45.2°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 80°: 11
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 70°: 25
Number of days with the low 
temperature at or below 32°: 3
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 3.9 mph  
Highest gust: 44 mph on June 12
Main direction: Out of the east at 
night, out of the southwest dur-
ing the day.

Weather summary: 
Daytime temperatures 

were normal while nighttime 
temps were above normal. Pre-
cipitation was very much below 
normal. There weren’t any new 
weather records set.

Outlook for July:
July is the warmest month 

out of the entire year. The normal 
high and low temperatures in the 
first week of the month averages 
81° and 47°; by the month’s end 
the average high is 80° while the 
average low is 49°. The hottest 
all-time temperature ever for 
Crestone/Baca took place on July 
20, 2005 when the temp reached 
98°. The coolest reading for the 
month took place on July 4, 1995 
when it fell to 36°.

July isn’t only the warmest 
month of the year, but it’s also 
our wettest, as we see on aver-
age 2.20” of rainfall. The wettest 
July ever, and the wettest month 
ever in the area, took place in 
July of 1998, when 5.74” fell.

The 30-day outlook for this 
July from the NWS is calling 
for above-normal temperatures 
along with below-average pre-
cipitation.
Note: For current Crestone 
weather conditions visit Keno’s 
web site:  www.keno.org/vws.

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

❍ I am a new subscriber   ❍ Just a renewal  ❍ I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _________________________________Email: ______________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

Bulk 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state) 
1 issue/month Bulk mail

First Class 
1 issue/month First Class mail

Digital Only
Go digital with  

The Crestone Eagle!                  
Paper Only Paper 

+ Digital
Paper Only Paper 

+ Digital
Just $15 for 12 
issues .pdf file 

1yr  ❑ $20   ❑ $25  ❑ $32  ❑ $37   ❑ $15
2yrs  ❑ $35  ❑ $40  ❑ $59  ❑ $64  ❑ $30
3yrs  ❑ $50  ❑ $55  ❑ $86  ❑ $91  ❑ $45

N
ow

 offering discounted 
subscription rates!

Old cell phones can leak all kinds of hazardous elements into soils around landfills and 
potentially contaminate nearby groundwater supplies.  SteveStLouis, FlickrCC 

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured

       
     TERRAPIN & COMPANY
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http://www.keno.org/vws
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