
27th Annual Crestone Energy Fair Sept. 8, 9 & 10
Resilient Regeneration
Crestone celebrates its 27th 

consecutive year of hosting a local 
sustainability fair. The weekend 
will include educational presen-
tations, community symposiums, 
unifying and harmonizing cer-
emonies, film viewings, hands-on 
demonstrations, music and guided 
home tours.

Sponsorship and vendor op-
portunities are still available with 
basic 10’x10’ vendor booth packages 
starting at $25 and range through 
our Abundance Level sponsorship 
of $350. 

Friday, Sept. 8
• Within Reach - a film about 

a couple’s bicycle journey across 
the U.S. in search of sustainable 
communities

• Plan BE - CD release party - 
local gypsy mountain rock band

• R. Carlos Nakai - World-re-
nowned Native American flutist at 
Shumei International

Friday will begin with a Wel-
come Reception to help attendees 
plan their weekend experience. 
This will be followed by the film, 
Within Reach, sponsored by the 
Fellowship for Intentional Commu-

nities, at the Cloud Station. Within 
Reach is a film about a couple’s 
bicycle journey across the U.S. in 
search of sustainable communities. 
Visit our FB page at Crestone En-
ergy Fair to view a trailer. Friday 
night at 7pm, the Shumei Interna-
tional Insitute will host the bril-
liant Native American Flutist, Car-
los Nakai. Contact Shumei directly 
for tickets at 719-256-5284. To close 
the evening, the Crestone Brewery 
will host a CD release party for 
our very own local gypsy mountain 
rock band, Plan BE. Come out and 
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Two rescued after fall descending Crestone Needle
Saguache County Search & Rescue has busy year

by Alder Lakish
On August 13 a technical 

climbing party of two male climb-
ers safely climbed Crestone Needle. 
On the return to base camp they 
lost the trail where the trail passes 
over steep Category Five hard rock 
with no markers. In their descent 
they took what appeared to be a 
shortcut toward Cottonwood Lake, 
which looked as though it could be 

a safe descent from the top of the 
ridge. Unfortunately, as in much 
of the high country, the terrain in 
that area leads down one ledge 
to another which are easier to go 
down than up.

Their situation became more 
precarious as they descended fur-
ther until eventually one of the 
climbers lost footing on the steep 
ledges and tumbled an estimated 

100’ in hard scattered rock-ledge 
terrain. At the bottom of the fall his 
ankle bone was protruding from 
his flesh at a bad angle with signifi-
cant bleeding, and he had several 
broken fingers. Luckily his partner 
was able to reach the injured man 
and apply a tourniquet to slow the 
bleeding. They were also lucky to 
have a cell phone signal and GPS 

continued on page 3

Reflections on a pool in Spanish Creek double the golden colors of autumn in this scene.    photo by Bill Ellzey (taken on an iPhone 4)  
                   To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

Marsh Marigolds along the trail.    See 
feature article about walking in the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains as spiri-
tual practice on page B-1.
 photo by Emmy Savage

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


A visit to Crestone
Dear Editor:
In July I traveled from Indi-

ana to Colorado.  Crestone was one 
of my stops.  I had heard about this 
wonderful community of people, 
the open air pyre and wanted to see 
for myself what was going on here.

Crestone and its spiritual 
communities, the art gallery and 
Saturday market, were more than 
I imagined in all ways!  I visited 
many of them, and sat in contem-
plation at the Stupa regarding how 
this community gets along so mar-
velously well when the rest of the 
nation and world are at such odds.

I picked up a copy of The Cre-
stone Eagle at the local market and 
was shocked that it actually con-
tained relevant news!  I delighted 
in reading every article.  Although 
I write outdoor adventure articles 
for one of my local newspapers, I 
seldom read local/national news 
which is filled with violence, poli-
tics and propaganda. 

From an outsider I just have 
to say that Crestone residents are 
so fortunate to have one another, 
and to have such a marvelous 
monthly newspaper!

I look forward to returning to 
Crestone and hope that one day I 
too can be a resident there with you 
all.

Valerie Gordon
(aka Stormy)

www.adventureswithstormy.com

Sugandha for POA
To the Editor,
I am writing to endorse Sug-

andha Brooks in her bid for re-
election to the Baca Grande POA 
Board of Directors.  I have served 
with Sugandha on the Board for 
the past 3 years and here’s what I 
have to say:

Sugandha is open minded. 
She thinks outside the box.
She has boundless curiosity 

and enthusiasm for the POA
She takes her position seri-

ously but makes it fun.
We are fortunate that she 

continues to be willing to serve our 
community in this capacity. I, for 
one, am very grateful!

Joanna Theriault

Commissioners’ office 
hours

Neighbors:
It was with great excitement 

as a lover of Indian food, when 
I found out that the restaurant 
across from Town Hall would be 
open soon. Unfortunately for my-
self this also means the building 
the Commissioners have been us-
ing to meet with you for the last 
three years will no longer be avail-
able. I would like to give thanks 
from Saguache County to Dick Blu-
menhein for his generous donation 
of the building over the years, and 
Shirley Motz and Crestone reality 
for the hospitality.

Commissioner availability 
through office hours has been ex-
tremely successful. It is a rare 
Monday that I sit alone and the 
range of subjects discussed allows 
for better understanding for both 
of us. I have learned a great deal 
about the people I serve during 
that time. I will begin trying to lo-
cate a new space in town ASAP and 
will let you know when we are able 
to resume office hours. Until that 
time please feel free to contact the 
Commissioners at BOCC@sagua-
checounty-co.gov, or if you would 
like to speak with me directly you 
can call me at (719-285-5878) or 
janderson@saguachecounty-co.gov. 
I am always up for grabbing a cup 
of coffee if you have the time.

Sincerely,
Jason Anderson
Saguache County Commis-

sioner, District 1

My thoughts of the 
global warming issue

Dear Editor,
The Rothschild family empire 

is said to have a worth of $400 tril-
lion, giving them a lot of power. 
They also have a very ambitious 
political agenda. It basically in-
volves gradually melting the vari-
ous governments of the world into 
an eventual one world government. 

One of the vehicles that the 
Rothschild empire is using to ac-
complish this is the United Na-
tions. Some say that their plan is 
to eventually have the UN become 
a “holding company” for their inter-
ests, and that all of the countries of 
the world will have, over a period 
of several generations, subjugated 
their sovereignty to the UN.

As part of this plan, the glo-
balists want to get the UN in a 
posture where it can begin to levy 
a tax on the individual countries of 
the world. Any payments made to 
the UN now are voluntary.

Knowing this plan of the glo-
balists, we must be always alert to 
any efforts on their part to trick us 
into giving up our sovereignty or 
freedoms. I believe that the global 
warming issue may be such a plan. 

The plan that they propose, as 
I see it, is that:

1. The countries of the world 
will realize that over-industrializa-
tion of the world is causing planet-
wide pollution and destruction to 
our environment.

2. We, the countries of the 
world, will band together and form 
an organization to solve this prob-
lem.

3. The major industrialized 
countries of the world will be iden-
tified as the major polluters.

4. A “carbon tax” of one sort 
or another will be placed on the 
industrialized countries until they 
correct their pollution problems.

5. This carbon tax will be paid 
to the UN.

6. “”Viola”! The globalists will 
have now established the precedent 
that the UN has the right to tax the 
individual countries of the world.

7. Over the succeeding gener-
ations, other taxes will be imposed 
until we are all dominated by the 
UN. Which is, of course, dominated 
by the globalists (the Rothschilds).

By the way, this is classic “Ni-
etzsche” philosophical teaching. 
The Rothschild children, privately 

tutored, are taught this from an 
early age. Briefly, he taught that in 
order to accomplish a goal, create a 
crisis and then propose a solution 
that accomplishes your goal.

It  is possible that this may 
just be part of a somewhat nefari-
ous plot to eventually control and 
tax us. 

Michael Miller

Ten ways to make this 
an even better  place to 
live that are simple and 
fun

1.  Shop locally
2.  Invite a neighbor over for 

tea
3.  When you go for a walk 

take a trash bag (tip: a garden 
glove helps)

4.  When you go the PO or 
bank (or??) smile and say hello to 
someone you don’t know . . . yet

5.  Think about where you 
want this place to be in 5, 10, 50 
years

6.  Talk to a friend about what 
you think

7.  Say thanks to the people 
who help run your governing bod-
ies day to day . . . maintenance 
people, Town/POA board members, 
Town and POA staff . . . and don’t 
forget Water and San

8.  Bring the above cookies or 
send them a note (or both!)

9.  Take time (even a moment 
or two) to appreciate the night sky, 
sunset, rainbow, young sapling 
or any other manifestation of our 
wonderous natural beauty.  You’ll 
feel better thereby making this an 
even better place . . . 

10. Add an item to this list.
Here’s mine:
Dance
(submitted by Sugandha)
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Editor’s Notes
Water rising

I watch the news and my 
heart aches for the people.

Houston, the 4th largest city 
in the US under water. Corpus 
Cristi hit hard and the beach towns 
I used to visit, Rockport and Aran-
sas Pass, nearly wiped off the earth. 
People in northeastern Texas now 
homeless, in danger, escaping with 
what they could stuff in a suitcase, 
a plastic bag, or for the more for-
tunate, what they could pack into 
their cars with their family.

Before Hurricane Harvey hit, 
helicopter photos showed a huge ex-
odus from the coastline of vehicles 
heading for high ground. Now the 
helicopter photos show what looks 
like a huge inland sea.

On the news we see an arma-
da of small boats plying the flooded 
streets rescuing people and pets. 
Looks like anyone with a boat for 
hundreds of miles has shown up. 
The “Louisiana Navy” is there with 
their bayou boats. 

And it ain’t over. Weeks, be-
fore the water recedes. Months, 
years, for homes to be repaired or 
rebuilt for those who can. Years 
to rebuild infrastructure. In the 
meantime businesses are closed, 
jobs are gone, schools are shut-
tered, homes are unliveable.  And 
all the Houston oil & gas refiner-
ies, ending point of so many pipe-
lines, will have to pause. A heck of 
a way to shut down pipelines.

And it ain’t over. This is what 
all the global warming models have 
shown. Superstorms. Flooded coast-
lines. Disappearing cities. 1000-year 
storms coming every few years.

While certain politicians deny 
climate change, pull out of the Paris 
Accord, and seek to line their pock-
ets even more, the people are hurt 
so badly they may never recover 
from their losses. 

Our people are now climate 
refugees in our own country.

News from other parts of the 
world this morning say at least 
1200 people have died from record 
monsoon flooding in India, Nepal 
and Bangledesh.

Not just sad. A crime.
Prayers for the people and all 

living things. 
—Kizzen
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Yoga~Chi @ Everson Ranch
(N side of Saguache County)

Sundays 10 am  $15

Tuesdays 5 pm@ Joyful Journey

THE SAGUACHE COUNTY 
CLERK & RECORDER’S OF-
FICE WILL BE CLOSED FOR 
TRAINING ON SEPTEMBER 
19TH AND 20TH.  WE WILL 
REOPEN ON SEPTEMBER 
21ST.
THE CLERK’S OFFICE IN 
CENTER WILL ALSO BE 
CLOSED ON SEPTEMBER 
19TH.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.adventureswithstormy.com
mailto:BOCC@sagua-checounty-co.gov
mailto:BOCC@sagua-checounty-co.gov
mailto:BOCC@sagua-checounty-co.gov
mailto:janderson@saguachecounty-co.gov
mailto:info@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:CynthiaNielsen@Olt.org
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Festival thanks
by Tom Dessain
A big thank you to all who attended, vended, volunteered, cheered, 

worked, sponsored, played or smiled and swayed at CRESTFEST. The 
festival had a stellar mix of music, vendors, food, libations, contests 
and activities. The carnival was a huge hit with kids and the music was 
great. Festival feedback has been very positive and mishaps were negli-
gible. We’re still sweeping up the settling dust. Stay tuned and check-out 
the October Eagle for more info.  

This would be a good time to step up and become a member. Mem-
bers know they are supporting our community by supporting us. We also 
listen, so if you want to comment, complain, commend, conject or con-
nect, please call 719-256-4533 or email crestfest@crestfest.org. Thanks 
again to everyone.  

We need members!
Please consider becoming a member of Crestone Performances Inc. 

and help us continue our community efforts. There are three ways to con-
tribute. First, just make a donation online at crestfest.org and receive a 
tax deduction. Next would be to become a member and donate annually. 
Thirdly, my favorite is to give automatically, monthly. It’s totally safe 
through San Luis Valley Savings and Loan. Even $5 a month would be 
huge so please consider it.  

We have five levels of membership.
1. Copper Member - $50  
2. Bronze Member - $150 single/$250 couple.
3. Silver Member - $250 single/$350 couple
4. Gold Member - $400 single/$500 
5. Platinum Member - over $500 
All members receive a tax deduction, a compilation CD, updates 

and invitations to our school shows and special discounts for future con-
certs and events.

We have a new, fast, easy & secure way to become a member.  Go 
to www.crestfest.org and click on Membership-Donate.  You can also 
mail your Membership/Donation Form to CMF, PO Box 6, Crestone, CO 
81131, or call 719-256-4533 for more information.  So please remember 
every little bit helps and know that you are investing in community by 
investing in Crestone Performances Inc.  Make checks payable to CPI. 
All donations receive a tax-deductible receipt. 

Thanks and stay tuned!

Crestone Eagle to increase paper price to $3

Dear Readers & Subscribers,
The Crestone Eagle will be raising its purchase price to $3 per 

newspaper starting November 1, 2017. It’s still very inexpensive 
for all you get in this great monthly newspaper/magazine.

“Costs less than a latte and lasts a lot longer!”
All current subscriptions will be honored. 
If you renew or subscribe for one year during September and 

October we will honor the old prices (only 1-year renewals)
New rates will be $30 per year for the bulk rate and $45 a year 

for the first class rate.
We appreciate your support of the Eagle and our new prices. It 

has been over a decade since the price has been raised while costs 
continue to increase. This increase will help the Eagle continue to 
be your very fine home town paper.  

To subscribe or renew your subscription go to our website:
www.crestoneeagle.com

Search & Rescue
continued from page 1

on their phones, and were able to 
call out to 911.

Crestone Search and Rescue 
(S.A.R.) Incident Commander Dan 
Wheeler organized the rescue mis-
sion and called out a Black Hawk 
rescue helicopter from Vail with 
specially trained personnel for high 
alpine rescue missions. Meanwhile, 
hasty climbing teams were organ-
ized on both the Westcliffe side of 
the Sangre de Cristo range and the 
Crestone side, in case the helicop-
ter mission failed.

A major hail storm struck the 
high peaks at the same time and 
the two climbers were trapped on 
a ledge where it was impossible to 
stand up, while being deluged by a 
small waterfall of melting hail wa-
ter. After nearly an hour of search-
ing by helicopter the Black Hawk 
rescue team located the two men 
and dropped a descent line with 
two high alpine medics to reach 
the injured man and his nearly 
hypothermic partner. The two 
medics and two subjects were then 
airlifted by a seat on the end of the 
dangled line to a transfer point in 
Westcliff where they were trans-
ferred to a Flight for Life medical 
helicopter.

The important lesson from 
this incident is the same as many 
of the S.A.R. calls; always prepare 

for worst possible situations when 
in the high country with signal 
materials. Take flag, mirror and 
flares, tourniquet and basic first 
aid gear, extra water and warm 
layered and waterproof clothing. 
And most important of all, pay 
close attention to your route up 
the mountain and always follow 
the same route back down. Re-
member, the law of the mountains 
is that there are no good shortcuts. 
If there were a better and shorter 
place for a trail, that is where the 
trail would be. And if there isn’t 
a trail there, but it looks like a 
good shortcut, it may become your 
death-trap.

2017 has been a busy year for 
many S&R agencies around the 
state. Here in Saguache County 
we have had 18 call outs so far this 
year, compared to 18 call outs for 
all of 2016. On August 15 Saguache 
S.A.R. had a total of 5 call outs in a 
single day.

S.A.R. could use your help. 
You do not need to be in the field 
to assist. Here are some ways 
you could help: manage an S.A.R. 
Google group, work on fundraising 
or grant writing, help with admin-
istrative support, become an S.A.R. 
driver, or assist with computer 
search software, GPS, general 
technical support.

If you are interested in help-
ing S.A.R. please email saguache-
searchandrescue@gmail.com.

5-day Awareness Retreat
for seekers of all faiths or no faith

an invitation to be in the present moment  
and enjoy the beauty life has to offer

Come home to your true self

with 
Tony D’Souza 

Indian meditation teacher, progressive 
Jesuit priest, student and friend of 

Anthony DeMello

September 11-15
Crestone, Colorado

$300 / person including a daily lunch
for more information & to register: www.discoveringawareness.org

Contact Ann with questions: 719-480-7475 or 303-907-6355

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

mailto:crestfest@crestfest.org
http://www.crestfest.org
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:saguache-searchandrescue@gmail.com
mailto:saguache-searchandrescue@gmail.com
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
http://www.discoveringawareness.org
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Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
Domestic abuse was already high in Saguache County and it con-

tinues to rise. On August 3 Undersheriff Jim McCloskey arrested Danny 
Campbell, 45, of Moffat on charges including child abuse, domestic vio-
lence and a menacing charge against the young girl’s caregiver. Accord-
ing to an article in the Center Post Dispatch, the investigation indicates 
the abuse may have been going on for a year. A female relative reported 
the abuse to the Saguache County Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO). Campbell 
was jailed with $50,000 bail listed.

A Moffat woman, 30, was jailed on domestic violence and harass-
ment charges with no bail amount listed. A Saguache man, 56, was 
taken to jail on harassment and domestic violence counts and no bail 
was listed for him. A man, 25, from Center was jailed for charges includ-
ing domestic violence, violation of a restraining order, and third degree 
assault. Saguache County Deputy, Wayne Clark, talked about domestic 
violence,.“Saying, ‘I punched that bitch in the eye ‘cause she would not 
shut up’ is wrong on several levels. First off, she is a human being. Sec-
ondly she is the mother of your children. You are teaching your son it is 
ok to hit women and your daughter it is ok to be hit. Third she is your 
wife. At one point you were incredibly in love with this woman you want-
ed to be with forever. Think about these things before you hit her again.”

You better show up!
Failure to appear charges are still filling up the county jail booking 

records. Last month a Moffat man, 46, was jailed with $780 bail set on 
charges of Fugitive from Justice and Failure to Appear. A Center man, 
26, went to jail on Failure to Appear charges with his bail set at $250. An 
Alamosa woman, 36, went to jail with no bail listed on Failure to Appear 
charges. A bail amount of $500 would get a Mosca man, 31, out of jail 
on two Failure to Appear charges. A Monte Vista woman, 21, was in jail 
with no bail listed on Failure to Comply with Warrant charges. A Center 
woman, 26, was jailed with bail set at $250 on Failure to Appear charges.

Summer partying caught up with a Conifer man, 33, who was ar-
rested in Moffat on Driving Under the Influence (DUI) and speeding 
charges. A Saguache man, 24, went to jail with no bail listed on charges 
including Theft and crimes against “at risk” adults and juveniles. Two 
Center men, ages 18 and 40, were taken to jail on charges of Failing to 
Leave a public place when asked. The eighteen-year-old’s bail was set at 
$500 and no bail amount was listed for the other man.

The SCSO sent a press release warning people that the office has 
received numerous complaints about asphalt contractors from outside 
the area who are running off with money before completing work to the 
customer’s satisfaction. The SCSO warns residents not to pay for work 
up front and to check references and insurance. 

Fatal Crash 
by Mary Lowers
On August 20 just past the 

noon hour Bruce W. Jones, 56, of 
Denver lost his life in a one-vehicle 
rollover accident in Conejos Coun-
ty. Jones lost control of his 2005 
Toyota Tundra pickup on Hwy. 17 
seven miles west of Antonito. The 
Tundra travelled to the right side 

of the road at a high rate of speed 
where it rotated counterclockwise 
and rolled two-and-one-half times, 
coming to rest on its top. Colorado 
State Patrol reports that drug and 
alcohol are not thought to be fac-
tors in the crash. Seatbelts were 
not in use and the pickup was 
speeding which are thought to be 
factors in this fatal accident.

Crestone Code Enforcer—Benjamin Byer
by Mary Lowers
Benjamin Byer, who owns the 

Elephant Cloud complex along with 
his partner Michelle Beelendorf- 
Byer, and who serves as a Trustee 
on the Town of Crestone Board, is 
also serving as Crestone Code En-
forcer. Describing the position, Bey-
er told me the part time/on-call job, 
“is dedicated to the safety, health 

and wellbeing of residents and visi-
tors.” The Crestone Code Enforcer 
can write tickets for a wide range of 
Town code violations and nuisanc-
es. Copies of the code are available 
through the Crestone Town Hall. 
They are open 9-2 Monday through 
Thursday and the phone number is 
719-256-4313. Beyer recommends 
filing complaints and reports with 
the Town. He said, “You can also 
flag me down if you see me on my 
Segway.” Citizen comments are 
now first on the monthly board 
meeting agenda

Although “the budget is tight, 
the Crestone Town Board feels it 
is important to dedicate funds to-
ward dealing with code violations.” 
The Code Enforcer position is a 
twenty-hour a month job. “I patrol 
when I feel the need,” Byer told 
me. The majority of complaints 
that come in, according to Byer, are 
for “unleashed and untagged dogs, 
open alcohol containers in a pub-
lic place, public intoxication, noise 

complaints, and illegal uses and in-
appropriate behavior in the Town 
parks.” Beyer feels, “these issues 
are made worse by the lack of jobs 
and housing in the community.” 

Another problem in Crestone 
is the large number of folks who 
think it is OK not to stop at stop 
signs and who speed through town. 
Byer pointed out “we have kids 
playing and old people who can’t 
move fast to get out of a speeding 
car’s path.” The Town of Crestone 
encourages people to park and 
walk while doing errands. 

Crestone is negotiating an In-
tergovernmental Agreement with 
the Saguache County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice (SCSO) which will allow Coun-
ty deputies to write tickets in town 
and not just on county roads. Sher-
iff ’s deputies will be able to write 
municipal tickets and citations at 
the County level. “This will result 
in more tickets being written in 
town,” Byer said.

Crestone has a judge and a 
Municipal Court of Record. Byer 
said, “If municipal tickets are con-
tested Judge Daniel Powell will 
hold court monthly.” Crestone’s 
current judge is an attorney who 
also serves as a judge in Alamosa.  
So far four citations have been con-
tested and ended up in Municipal 
Court. Court will be held Septem-
ber 15 at 2pm in the town meeting 
room in the Town Hall.

 Byer has had job training 
with Town of Crestone Attorney 
Eugene Farish in how Municipal 
Court and the Code Enforcer po-
sition work. Byer is considering 
“training for handling nuisance 
dogs.” Byer encourages people to 
“maintain your freedoms and don’t 
infringe on the freedom of others.” 
He describes the Code Enforcer job 
as “open ended position . . . some-
one with a desire to serve and hav-
ing qualifications could serve with  
Town Board approval.” 

Crestone Shotokan Karate Club
Regular Training in the Evening:

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 p.m.- 7.30 p.m.

Early Bird Training in the Morning:
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 6 a.m - 7 a.m.

Location for both trainings:

Crestone Charter School Rainbow Room

Dues: $80 per month for children; $120 for adults

Instructor:  Sara Grimes, 7th-degree black belt,
International Shotokan Karate Federation (ISKF)

For more information, call 1-413-219-7774 or email sgrimes@umass.edu

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

Benjamin Byer

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:sgrimes@umass.edu
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by Sandia Belgrade
Feds could axe the Nutri-

tion Assistance Program 
Commissioner Ken Anderson 

reported that the 2018 farm bill 
could delete the nutrition program 
as well as crop insurance. This does 
not bode well for residents in our 
poor agricultural county. Histori-
cally the primary goal of the farm 
bill has been to provide a safety 
net for farmers through commod-
ity support programs and disaster 
assurance and crop insurance pro-
grams. It serves as a “farm to fork” 
safety net. One of the most signifi-
cant parts of this farm bill safety 
net has been the Supplemental Nu-
trition Assistance Program (SNAP, 
formerly known as food stamps), 
which makes up roughly 80% of the 
total farm bill budget and serves 
more than 40 million Americans. 
It has enjoyed permanent funding 
but the funding could drop by more 
than 25% and SNAP cuts would 
come along with significant cuts 
to Medicaid, disability payments, 
and other programs that serve low-
income people. This government 
assistance for farmers keeps rural 
communities afloat. 

New landfill hours  
Residents might note the 

change in hours for the landfill lest 
they make a futile trip across the 
valley. The new hours are effec-
tive September 12.  The landfill is 
closed Sunday and Monday. Tues-
day it is open ten hours from 8-6 
and Wed.-Fri. it is open from 8-3. 
Saturday hours are 8-1.

Mountain Firewise com-
munity working with Forest 
Service

Matthew Crowley with the 
Shumei International Institute 
and a member of the Crestone 
Mountain Firewise Communities 
(CMFC) along with Adam Moore of 
the Colorado State Forest Service 
presented information about the 
newly developed combined Fire-
wise Communities Assessment and 
Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan (CWPP). the religious/spir-
itual non-profits have been making 
strides towards being prepared for 
a wildfire. The current members of 
the CMFC are Crestone Mountain 
Zen Center, Shumei International 
Institute, Haidakhandi Univer-
sal Ashram, Dharma Ocean and 
Chamma Ling. All are outside of 
boundaries of the Baca POA and 
Northern Saguache Fire Protection 
District and represent a distinct 
and definable aspect of the greater 
community. Crowley stated, “This 
document defines much of the work 
that a core group of the spiritual 
centers has been doing for years 
with the added assessment by the 
Colorado State Forest Service.” 
Moore said “One of the key things 
about this plan is that it provides 
a way to motivate other religious 
non-profits to join CMFC and get 
an assessment of work they need 
to perform to reduce their wildfire 

risk.”. A CWPP plan looks at the 
natural fuels and potential mitiga-

tion options and how different 
groups can work together to 
reduce their wildfire risk. To 

formalize the plan it needs 
the Saguache County 

Board of County Com-
missioners’ (BOCC) 
signatures. Saguache 
County Attorney Ben 
Gibbons will review it 

and give a recommendation at the 
next Commissioners’ meeting. The 
recent rain could give a false sense 
of fire safety but grasses are grow-
ing quickly with the moisture and 
once the monsoon is over, fire dan-
ger could be high. 

Water District land pur-
chase

Peggy Godfrey and Bill Mc-
Clure of the Rio Grande Water 
Conservation District (perma-
nently) board directors, represent-
ing Saguache sub district #5, gave 
an update on a recent land pur-
chase. RGWCD voted to buy the 
West Medano Ranch from The 
Nature Conservancy at a price not 
to exceed $4 million. The purpose 
for acquiring the property is to 
retire groundwater and recharge 
surface water rights associated 
with the approximately 8,000-acre 
ranch to help the groundwater 
management sub-district reach 
one of its primary goals: restor-
ing the basin’s aquifer levels. Up 
to now only 3,000 acres have been 
permanently retired through the 
Conservation Reserve Enhance-
ment Program (CREP). With this 
purchase 40,000 irrigated acres 
will be taken out of production in 
the area covered by the first sub-
district. Three active wells would 
be retired as well as surface wa-
ter, including 1,000 shares of San 
Luis Valley Canal water. Jason 
Anderson as well as others have 
questioned whether the purchase 
signals an intention of RGWCD 
to become land owners. Godfrey’s 
response was affirmative that if it 
moves them toward their goal of 
putting water into the aquifer and 
meeting their obligation to address 
the water overdraft situation.

Status of assessment ap-
peals

The BOCC met as the Sa-
guache County Board of Equaliza-
tion for two days in July to hear 
appeals filed by property owners 
regarding the valuation placed on 
their property by the County As-
sessor’s office which is responsible 
for valuing property in the county. 
Six cases were heard from proper-
ty owners who protested the valu-
ation by County Assessor Peter Pe-
terson. There was also a glitch in 
in coding errors by the Tyler Tech-
nology software, the County’s new 
system for generating appraisals 
which resulted in incorrect prop-
erty evaluations: approximately 
2000 properties had 0 land values 
and 500 property owners never 
received notices at all and did not 
have a chance to review their valu-
ations. The Board of Equalization 
passed an amendment regarding 
the 2,000 plus properties to add 
the value of their land to the valu-
ations.

Tourism Council vision
The Saguache County Tour-

ism Council has innovative ideas 
to attract tourists. David Scott ex-
plained their vision of a sign that 

would be at the junction of highway 
17 and Road T in Moffat. So many 
people went to the Sand Dunes last 
year that about 28 million dollars 
was spent in the SLV. The idea is 
to have a subtle sign with variable 
changing messaging that attracts 
all the motorists going up and 
down the highway and pique their 
interest so they will turn into Cre-
stone or highlight the agro tourism 
in other areas of the county such 
as Center. They are also consider-
ing setting up an electrical vehicle 
charging station for electric cars. 
The council has about $10,000 in 
their account and will apply for 
more grants including the County 
sales tax grant. A notice was posted 
on the County website regarding a 
proposed supplemental budget for 
tourism that was submitted to the 
County Commissioners for the cal-
endar year of 2017. A public budget 
meeting will be held in the Com-
missioners’ Room at the Saguache 
County Courthouse on September 
5 at 2:40pm.

Update from department 
heads

Carla Gomez, County Clerk 
and Recorder, said they are pre-
pared for another election. The 
new Dominion voting system has 
been set up and employees have 
gone through election training. She 
announced that Motor Vehicle is 
revamping their way of register-
ing vehicles. Gomez will attend a 
regional conference in Salida and 
will close the office for several days. 
The Dessert Sage restaurant has 
had its liquor license renewed.

Sheriff ’s Department
County Sheriff Dan Warwick 

reported that the jail has 20 in-
mates. They have been at capacity 
most of the time and there have 
been as many as 24, with guys on 
the floor. The department is down 
three personnel and needs part 
time staff for court. No applications 
are coming in. Code enforcement is 
expensive but Warwick is working 
it out so it comes out of Land Use. 
He has seen an increase in mental-
ly ill and lots of search and rescue 
work for bikers and hikers.

Road & Bridge 
Randal Arredondo, Road & 

Bridge Supervisor commented 
again on the salary schedule being 
too low to attract applicants. He 
reiterated that the department is 
short-handed and can’t get people 
hired because of the low salary. Of 
42 counties in the state Saguache 
is pretty close to the bottom, plus 
there is the lack of housing. There 
were gullywashers and several 
road closings because of the heavy 
rains. There was flooding in the 
courthouse basement and sand-
bags at the clinic for the flooding.

Administration
Lyn Lambert in her admin-

istrative report said most govern-
ment agencies are going to encrypt-
ed email. The County may move in 
this direction.

Land Use 
Wendi Maez, Land Use Ad-

ministrator presented three cases:
Erlinda Dale, has a Permit 

Variance for a Mobile Home on her 
property at 59248 Co. Rd. T. Trans-
port was approved for the home 
which is in Park County. She has 
a well permit and a septic permit. 

The County has taken owner-
ship of a Baca Chalet 1 lot which 
has a turquoise camper on it. They 

need an order to get the owner off 
and take possession.

Nicolas Cortese/G5 Acquisi-
tions had a conditional use request 
approved for a marijuana grow 
area at 33622 Co. Rd. 58EE Land 
tract 3 miles south of Villa Grove. 
Two acres of 37 will be for cultiva-
tion of medical marijuana. There 
will be 4 green houses and 1 for 
an indoor grow. They’ll purchase 
water from Ft. Garland and keep 
a signed contract and receipts. 
Ken Skoglund will haul the water. 
There was a discussion about a cap 
on access fees. 

Saguache County Airport 
report

Ken met with Constantin Die-
hl who on August 15 submitted a 
proposal for a contract to manage 
the leasing operation at Leech Air-
port. It is being reviewed.

Baca Ambulance Service 
inspections

The Baca ambulance is within 
the Northern Saguache Fire Dis-
trict. As such it serves the Baca, 
Crestone and can come to the aid 
of others in the county. Director 
of Emergency Management Jim 
Felmlee presented documentation 
showing their three ambulances 
have been inspected.

County Treasurer had a 
positive report

In her update Connie Trujillo, 
County Treasurer, said there have 
been only three foreclosures for the 
year so far.

Public Health 
David Daboll, Saguache 

County Public Health Director, has 
worked out an Intergovernmental 
Environmental Health Agreement 
with Alamosa County.

Commissioners need office 
space

For the last few years Jason 
Anderson and the other Commis-
sioners have been able to have of-
fice hours in Crestone where the 
old Harvest restaurant used to be. 
Now a new Indian restaurant is 
opening in that building, and the 
commissioners are looking for an-
other place to meet residents on 
Monday mornings for about four 
hours. Perhaps readers have sug-
gestions.

Suggested board land pur-
chase 

A conservation easement of 
riparian land on 129 acres in Cre-
stone needs an owner—possibly 
the County. Great Outdoors Colo-
rado GOCO would buy it and the 
Wildlife Refuge would manage it. 
The Town of Crestone will need 
to assess the land value. The land 
would be used for walking trails.

Saguache 
  County 
   News

Crestone
719-256-4498

~ Repairs
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POA Board to raise dues for 2018
Board welcomes new paramedic

by John Rowe
The regularly scheduled POA 

Board meeting for August was 
held on Thursday, August 17 with 
Board President Steve Dossenback 
presiding. All five board members 
were present with Bill Strathearn 
back after a lengthy illness. About 
20 audience members attended the 
meeting. The public portion of the 
meeting began at 7:15 after an un-
usually long executive session.

The Board introduced our 
newest paramedic, Denise John-
son, who was on hand to meet and 
greet fellow Baca residents. Denise 
has a long and impressive resume, 
serving in Kansas City for 27 years 
before moving to Crestone with 
her partner last April. She and 
Emergency Services Head Darrick 
Garcia and fellow new paramedic 
recruit, Latoya O’Bannon, have 
enabled the POA to move back into 
being able to provide Advanced 
Life Support (ALS—the ability to 
administer drugs when necessary) 
coverage on virtually every am-
bulance call. This is very timely, 
considering that Chief Garcia an-
nounced a record high 41 fire and 
ambulance calls in July. Eleven of 
these were ambulance transfers, 
potentially worth up to $50,000 of 
increased revenue for the POA. It 
was announced that dues will need 
to go up to either $356/yr, or $366/
yr, or $380/yr in 2018. Currently 
POA dues are $339/yr. The Board 
will decide which of these figures to 
go with in the next couple of months 
as 2018 budget figures are worked 
on. It was explained in detail that 
the reasons for another increase is 
that the POA is still spending more 

of its reserves than it is funding. 
More increases in years to come 
will be necessary to get the reserve 
account back up to over $1,000,000 
where it is deemed prudent to have 
it. Last year a new ambulance 
cost the POA $250,000 and a new 
road grader will be needed in 2018 
which will cost $300,000, and other 
expensive projects such as the com-
plete overhaul of the golf shop and 
increased maintenance costs for a 
rapidly increasing Baca population 
will keep the need for more revenue 
a pertinent issue for years to come. 

Board member Sugandha 
Brooks voiced a suggestion that 
“the Board make these decisions 
while developing a long-term vi-
sion for the Baca.  What do we want 
to be like in ten years? In fifteen?” 
Beginning the process of becoming 
more of an intentional community 
and planning for that is a favorite 
issue of Sugandha’s and has reso-
nated more and more with attend-
ing audience members.

Other news of the evening in-
cluded voting in Cathy Kennedy to 
a vacant EAC (Environmental and 
Architectural Committee) seat. 
Thank you Cathy, for your volun-
teer spirit.

Extension denied
A homeowner was denied an 

extension after showing little pro-
gress on his building project for 
the eighteen month length of his 
building permit. He was asked 
to vacate and restore his prop-
erty to its original state, as best 
he could, and perhaps try again 
later. It should be noted here that 
the Board gave this homeowner 
every opportunity to provide some 

evidence that he was prepared to 
make substantial progress soon 
and the man, to his everlasting 
credit, chose to be honest and ad-
mitted that he really could not do 
this. And so in gentle, wistful, but 
firm tones, the Board unanimously 
voted his request down. 

This small drama seemed to 
me to indicate the Board’s insist-
ence on following POA regulations 
more rigorously but also illustrated 
that the board is genuinely willing 
to help owner/builders who are 
ready and willing to help them-
selves, but not those who really 
don’t have an idea on how they are 
going to get their home built. 

New logo offered
Longtime Crestone/Baca resi-

dent and business owner Adam 
Kinney offered the POA a new 
logo they all really liked. He said 
they could have it for free, he was 
happy to contribute. He also made 
a plea to put infrastructure in Elk 
Park, a POA-owned and zoned in-
dustrial park on the short road to 
the funeral pyre along T Road. He 
feels that it would be a good thing 
for the POA and its membership to 
encourage local business start-ups 
in this fashion.

After moving through many 
topics, the meeting was adjourned 
at 9:15pm.

Upcoming Annual Board of Directors Election
& Candidate Forum

The Baca Grande POA Board will have one (1) Board of 
Directors position open and your vote counts!

This year, there are two (2) candidates running for one (1) 
open seat for the Board of Directors.   The election will take 
place at the Annual Member’s Meeting, which is set for Octo-
ber 19th 2017 at 7pm. We will also have a candidate’s forum 
on October 19th 2017 at 6pm so community members can 
meet and speak with the candidates.  These events will take 
place at the POA Hall which is located at 67585 County Rd T, 
Crestone, CO 81131.

Members will receive the election materials via United States 
Postal Service in September 2017. To be a member in good 
standing means as a property owner in the Baca Grande, all 
dues or fees are paid in full. If you do not receive a ballot and 
believe you should have, please feel free to contact the POA 
office at (719) 256-4171.

Two candidates are running for two open POA Director Seats.
They are:
  Joy Hill 
  Sugandha Brooks

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

NEW GIRL ON THE BLO CK
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON

Lynn Ertle : Owner Operator

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

Salon will be closed September 6-26

A double rainbow.   photo by Kate Steichen

• Private Yoga & Qigong Instruction
• Spiritual Counseling & Mentoring

• Phoenix Rising Yoga Therapy
 For physical & emotional transformation

• Sacred Sexuality Coaching
• Nature as Medicine  
  & Couples Retreats

Ask about locals’ rates!
www.PranaHeals.com   719.345.6007

Specializing in Emotional Healing,  
 Energy Balancing & Connection 

Prana Regina Barrett, 
   BS, MIA, E-RYT, CYT

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.PranaHeals.com
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by Allyson Ransom, 
Crestone Town Clerk
Board of Trustees meeting
The Town Attorney and 

Board of Trustees held a hearing 
for a retail marijuana applicant. 
After confirmation of publication, 
payment, building ownership, 
background checks, needs and de-
sires of the neighborhood, and tes-
timony were given, the attorney 
acknowledged that all require-
ments had been met and closed the 
hearing and remanded the item to 
the Trustees for a decision. Follow-
ing the hearing, the board unani-
mously approved the retail mari-
juana sales license for Conscious 
Connexions dba Higher Elevation 
located at 152 W. Silver Ave. The 
owners stated that they will open 
after completing some remodeling 
to the main entrance.

At their regular monthly 
meeting, the Crestone Board of 
Trustees approved of the following:

• Resolution #009-2017: 
Amendment to Resolution #013-
2016 for marijuana licensing regu-
lations.

• Resolution #010-2017 to 
allow an Oktoberfest event hosted 
by Crestone Brewing Company 
and to permit the closure of the 
park between Galena and Silver 
Ave. from noon to 8pm on Sep-
tember 30, 2017 but contingent on 
their renewal brew pub license be-
ing approved by the State.

• Resolution #011-2017 
Amendment to the personnel pol-
icy for Town employees that would 
include information on unpaid sick 
leave.

• Adopting an IGA agree-
ment for sewer maintenance with 
Baca Grande Water and Sanita-
tion District. 

• Adopting the Source Water 
Protection Plan that Ann Bunting, 
water system manager, presented 
from the Colorado Rural Water As-
sociation.

• Authorizing Burt Wad-
man to continue to work with 
Cooley and Sons to complete fur-
ther drainage work in town using 
remaining FEMA funds and not to 
exceed $14,690.00.

• Authorizing the removal of 
approximately five trees at the top 
of E. Iron Ave. that are growing 
in the center of the platted street, 
and having staff meet with Mr. 
Hume to verify which trees would 
be removed. Mr. Hume, the neigh-
bor who requested straightening 
the road slightly by removing the 

trees, agreed to pay the bill for the 
improvements.

During Citizens Comments, 
resident Fred Bauder commented 
on the tumbleweed problem in 
town and fire hazards associated 
with them.

Presentations included:
Burt Wadman shared maps 

and the updates on the Tract 1 Mas-
ter Plan with the Trustees, regard-
ing land owned by the Town and 
situated due west of the Charter 
School.

The Town Engineer, Allen 
Davey, discussed working on utility 
line extension policies and an ordi-
nance with Ann Bunting and Attor-
ney Farish.

Trustee Terry Goergen com-
mented on the Planning Commis-
sion and their recommendation for 
any trees that need to be removed 
on Town property to be reviewed in-
itially by the Crestone Tree Board.

Code enforcement news
For everyone’s safety, please 

follow the Town speed limit, which 
is 15mph and stop at all stop signs. 
The code enforcement officer will 
begin handing out warnings in Sep-
tember but tickets will soon follow, 
written under the Town of Crestone 
MTC (Model Traffic Code). The 
Town is working on an agreement 
with the Saguache County Sheriff ’s 
Department to write traffic tickets 
in town. Crestone is one of the few 
Court of Records in the San Luis 
Valley, and with this designation 
comes higher possible fines depend-
ing on the circumstances and the 
judge’s decision.

Other news
The Board welcomes Andrew 

Martinez as Crestone’s new public 
works coordinator. Andrew has a 
wealth of knowledge to share, and 
working with Gretchen Nelson and 
our contracted street maintenance 
man, Jim Hollmer, the parks, build-
ings and streets will continue to be 
kept looking great. We appreciate 
their hard work which has paid off 
with many compliments from resi-
dents and visitors.

Free brush pick up
In hopes of encouraging Town 

of Crestone property owners to 
clear weeds, dead tree limbs and 
other fire hazards or unsightly veg-
etation on personal properties, the 
Board has announced a free month-
ly curbside brush pickup. Starting 
on September 4 and continuing the 
first Monday of every month, the 
Crestone Public Works Department 
will provide this service within the 

Town limits to residents. Please 
remember to set out only natural 
items such as brush and tree limbs 
next to the road in one pile the day 
before. No lumber, used appliances, 
mattresses, electronics or garbage 
will be picked up. For these types of 
items, contact the Saguache County 
Landfill And Recycling Center at 
719-221-1956.

Vandalism in town
Speaking of trash, unfortu-

nately the two vault toilets in the 
town park adjacent to the creek are 
now closed. Some person or persons 
vandalized them by cramming gar-
bage and even old sleeping bags 
down inside them. If they cannot be 
pumped out, they may need replac-
ing. Vandalism is a problem in town 
right now, and the Town staff con-
tinues to find mattresses dumped 
in the park and park trash barrels 
filled up with obvious homeowner 
trash. For area residents looking for 
a place to get rid of trash, contact 
either Conley Waste or Waste Man-
agement. There is also someone 
every Saturday morning at the ki-
osk parking lot, just outside of town, 
who will haul off trash by the bag 
for a small fee.

Besides trash being dumped, 
in the past weeks, four flower bas-
kets were stolen from the Town 
Hall front porch, and recently a car 
crashed into some new aspen trees 
staked with T-posts and fencing 
near the corner of E. Silver and S. 
Alder. A description of the vehicle 
was given to the Saguache Sheriff ’s 
office, but if any local people see 
destruction of property or vandal-
ism, please report it immediately to 
Town Hall or call the Sheriff ’s office 
at 655-2544.

Miscellaneous information 
to remember

• Town Hall office hours are 
Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm and 
closed Fridays.

• Regular Board meetings are 
held on the second Monday of each 
month at 9:30am in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room. Contact the Town 
Clerk at least one week in advance 

to be placed on the agenda or to sub-
mit any documentation. Presenta-
tions may last up to ten minutes.

• The Planning Commission 
meetings are held the first Monday 
of each month at 6pm.

• To view agendas, check the 
locked bulletin boards at Town Hall 
and the US Post Office or the Ea-
gle’s online calendar and the Town 
of Crestone’s website at townofcre-
stone.org.  If you wish to have agen-
das and approved minutes sent to 
you directly via email each month, 
please join our listserv by contact-
ing the Town Hall with your name 
and email address.

• Public hearings are pub-
lished in advance in The Crestone 
Eagle and/or the Saguache Crescent 
newspapers.

• A Certified Notary Public 
is available during regular office 
hours, and the cost to notarize each 
signature is $5 as per the Colorado 
Secretary of State guidelines. A cur-
rent and valid photo ID is required. 
Due in part to very limited space, 
we cannot continue to allow people 
to use our small counter area in the 
Town Office as their work space. 
Please do not come to Town Hall 
asking for a notarization and then 
work on business transactions with 
relatives or clients. Simply complete 
all of your documentation or legal 
work ahead of time with all partici-
pants involved, mark what signa-
tures you need notarized and then, 
once prepared, come in for the ac-
tual notarization. We have observed 
regular local customers waiting up 
to 20 minutes out in the hallway 
just to pay their bills. We appreciate 
your cooperation.

• Fire safety warning: dis-
pose of all cigarettes in a safe place. 

There is no smoking on the 
Town Hall property, including 
decks and porches. A burning ciga-
rette butt was found thrown down 
next to the porch, igniting a small 
pile of dried weeds up against the 
wood railings. If a bystander had 
not found it, the porches may have 
caught on fire.

The wildflower clusters have been fantastically beautiful all over Crestone this year!  
Here’s a sunflower view from Camino Baca Grande and Hilltop the morning of Aug. 18.     
                                                                                                            photo by Lori Nagel

Come visit the open studio’s tour 
Oct 14-15  12-5pm

Hours and days are flexible
2 hrs / $50 includes materials

At FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS
117 Skyview Way (close to town)

Ish Futral 256.4848 for appointment
or further questions

Encaustics Workshops
BOARDING ~ LESSONS ~ TRAIL RIDES

(719) 256-6200
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Energy Fair
continued from page 1

support these amazing artists on 
their first original release. Experi-
ence the melodic ascensions, rhyth-
mic thump and searing lyrics of 
the good life, the strife of life, and 
the fellowship with the earth that 
flows from this assemblage.

Saturday, Sept. 9
• Music in the Park - all day 

local music
• Building Demonstrations 

- straw bale, earth-rammed tires, 
ferrous cement and others

• Community engagement 
- Cacao Ceremony, Amazonian 
breath work, Non-Violent Commu-
nication, Crestone/Baca Resiliency, 
potluck and chili cookoff and a non-
motorized parade.

Saturday will be a day of mu-
sic, education, community sym-
posiums and hands-on building 
demonstrations. Worldchangers.
us will lead us in a Cacao Cere-
mony and Amazonian breathwork 
at 10:30am in Little Pearl Park. 
You’ll find a variety of vendors and 
social activities back-dropped by 
an array of local music and heal-
ing practices throughout the park. 
The event will offer opportunities 
to interact with Resiliency HUB 
Members and local leaders to 
share your opinions and insights 
towards our collective future. 
These interactions are the driv-
ing force that guide the Resiliency 
members towards community-sup-
ported directives. Your participa-
tion is critical.

Couple these activities with 
the always-popular building dem-
onstrations area where you’ll ob-
serve multiple building systems 
including earth bag, rammed 
earth tires, strawbale and paper-
crete along with a few possible 
surprises. The day will close with 
a community cookout and potluck, 
so get your grill or solar ovens 
ready and start picking through 
those recipes. The day’s finale will 
be the band Chimney Choir, spon-
sored by the Cloud Station.

Sunday, Sept. 10
• Guided home tours in con-

junction with (ASES) American So-
lar Energy Society’s National Solar 
Tour.

• Showcasing alternative 
materials, off-grid living, energy 
creation, unique architecture and 
repurposed materials

Sunday, local homeowners 
and retreat facilities will open their 
doors for our renowned guided 
home tours. The tours will mean-
der through Crestone and the Baca 
Grande. This apex event puts you 
in the heart of it all. Walk through 
an earthship, touch a rammed 
earth wall, experience natural 
plasters and the abundance cre-
ated by passive solar designs. This 
year we are excited to be partner-
ing with the American Solar En-
ergy Society (ASES) National Solar 
Tour. The National Solar Tour is 
the largest annual grassroots solar 
event in the nation. It allows visi-
tors to learn, engage and be a part 
of the solution to current energy 
challenges.

The Crestone and Baca tours 
will showcase alternative materi-
als, off-grid living, energy creation, 
unique architecture and repur-
posed materials. We are likely the 
most comprehensive collection of 
working examples available within 
a single community. See for your-
self how it all works. We are asking 
the usual $15pp donation for tours. 
Visit ScSEED.org to see photos 
and video from past home tours. 
To learn more about the ASES Na-
tional Tour locations, visit Nation-
alSolarTour.org.

Crestone is proactively ask-
ing, answering and, most impor-
tantly, acting on the next series 
of big questions that stimulate 
our cultures evolution towards an 
abundant future. Join us Sept. 8, 9 
& 10 for conversation and inspira-
tion at the 27th Annual Crestone 
Energy Fair in beautiful Crestone, 
Colorado. For more information 
visit our FB page at Crestone En-
ergy Fair or email Donovan at 
Dspitzman@yahoo.com.

Headline here

At a prior Energy Fair, Nick Chambers prepared to run a woodchip gasifier to make elec-
tricity as Eric Maki discussed the finer details of engines.  The gasiifier was graciously 
loaned out by Santa Fe Community College’s Biofuels lab for that year’s Energy Fair.    
Come see what cool things are happening at this year’s fair!             photo by Lori Nagel

The Guided Home Tour is always a big hit!  You never know what sort of interesting and 
unique homes you’ll see. Homes using alternative energy, design and building materials 
are featured. This photo is from a previous tour.

Interested in stories 
about energy?  See our 
special features this issue.

• Achieving energy in-
dependence starts at home, 
A review of portable off-grid 
power supplies on page B-4. 

• Green automobiles of 
the future on page B-5

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

 Nurturing Your Body
 Soothing Your Mind
Nourishing Your Soul
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Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:Dspitzman@yahoo.com
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R. Carlos Nakai Quartet  
comes to Shumei Sept. 8

Shumei International Institute 
is very pleased to announce they 
will be hosting the R. Carlos Nakai 
Quartet (RCNQ) on Sept. 8 at 7pm. 
Mixing original compositions with 
inspired improvisations, RCNQ 
features R. Carlos Nakai on Na-
tive American flutes, concert flute, 
trumpet and voice; Will Clipman on 
drums, pan-global percussion and 
voice; AmoChip Dabney on saxo-
phones, keyboards and voice; and 
Johnny Walker on bass and voice. 
The music of RCNQ spans the sonic 
spectrum from quietly contempla-
tive to highly combustible and from 
soothingly meditative to irresistibly 
danceable, always delivered with an 
impeccable blend of rhythm, melody 
and harmony and a positive vibra-
tion.  Tickets are a $20 suggested 
donation at the door. Please note, 
the artists are able to accept cash or 
check. All proceeds benefit the art-
ists directly. Doors open at 6pm for 
the 7pm show. 

R. Carlos Nakai’s flowing flute 
melodies are enhanced by the restless-
ly creative imagination of saxophon-
ist-keyboardist AmoChip Dabney 
and anchored by the nimble rhythms 
of ethno-world drummer Will Clip-
man and bassist Johnny Walker. Irre-

sistible global-ethnic-fusion grooves 
propel the signature sound of Nakai’s 
Native American flute into newly ex-
plored sonic territory.

Regarded as the world’s pre-
miere performer of the Native 
American flute, Nakai sees his role 
as a performer of the flute not only 
to reiterate traditional sounds but to 
find new avenues of expression for 
the instrument.  In the 1980s, RC 
was influenced to work with the Na-
tive American flute in contemporary 
music expressions at the Creative 
Music Studio’s World Music Semi-
nar in Woodstock, NY.  He has re-
corded over 40 albums with Canyon 
Records, and both Earth Spirit and 
Canyon Trilogy have achieved RIAA 
Certified Gold Status.  Canyon Tril-
ogy also earned RIAA Certified Plat-
inum status in 2014.

Kick off your Energy Fair week-
end with beautiful music! Please join 
us for this very special event Sep-
tember 8th at 7pm. For more infor-
mation on the Energy Fair visit their 
FB page at Crestone Energy Fair. 
For more information on this concert 
please contact Shumei International 
Institute at www.shumeicrestone.
org or call 719-256-5284.

Fiber artist Mara Kali featured artist  
at Shumei; Symposium Sept. 17

Local artist 
Mara Kali’s works 
will be on display 
at the Shumei Gal-
lery for the month 
of September. A 
symposium with 
Mara will be held 
on Sunday Sep-
tember 17 starting 
at 3pm. A recep-
tion will follow.

Mara grew 
up overseas as the 
child of a US diplo-
mat.  In her words, 
“I have been ex-
posed to so much, 
as any of us have 
who have put in the 
years and who live 
in the world, that 
I sometimes won-
der how I can pro-
cess anything new.  
But as I age I am 
more selective in what gets my at-
tention.  Since moving to Crestone, 
I now have the space and light and 
natural beauty and time to look and 
absorb and respond.  Once again I 
am in my studio and back to my fa-
vorite fiber art—quilting.”

After years of living in an ur-
ban environment full of cars and 
noise and walls, Mara now en-
joys looking outward to land and 
sky.  And after years of working 
with geospatial mapping software 
making maps and analyzing satel-
lite imagery, she now finds herself 

flipping between looking directly 
at the horizon and looking down 
at the earth around her. She says, 
“These pieces reflect both of those 
perspectives—responding to earth 
and sky and abstracting topogra-
phy and manmade features.”

Come meet Mara and learn 
more about her work on Sunday 
Sept. 17 starting at 3pm to 5pm. 
This event is free to the public. 
Please visit www.shumeicrestone.
org or call 719-256-5284 for more 
information. The Shumei gallery is 
open every day 9 to 5pm.

An afternoon of Baroque music 
October 1 at Shumei
“Looking South: Italian Music in the Chapels 
and Courts of Germany”

Musicke’s Cordes presents an intimate concert of early Baroque mu-
sic for violin by composer/performers working in Germany in the 17th cen-
tury. Fascinated 
by the musical 
revolution tak-
ing place in 
Italy, German 
nobles and 
musicians im-
ported books, 
ins t ruments 
and players 
in an attempt 
to stay up-to-
date. The pro-
gram features 
examples of 
Italian musical 
exper iments 
including im-
provisatory so-
natas and toe-
tapping dances 
as well as Ger-
man imitations of the Italian style. 
The duo performs on reproductions 
of historical instruments and the 
program will include solos for the 
baroque guitar and theorbo (a six-
foot-long lute) as well as music for 
the baroque violin. Jeffrey Noonan 
and Samuel Breene join us in Cre-
stone for an afternoon of Baroque 
music. $10 suggested donation at 
the door. Keep an eye out for more 
information in next month’s Eagle.

The R. Carlos Nakai Quartet is coming to Shumei International Institute Friday Sept. 8 at 
7pm. Tickets are $20 at the door. 

Mara Kali’s Art Symposium September 17 at 3pm at Shumei in 
Crestone.

Jeffrey Noonan and Samuel Breene to perform at Shumei Oct. 1.

STILL MOUNTAIN
    Classical Five-Element

ACUPUNCTURE
 Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
Treating the whole person~body, mind & spirit

719 - 256 - 4775

September 9th and 10th, 2017
Colorado College at

Baca Lodge & Conference Center
70502 CR T

Crestone, Colorado
Price $250

Scholarships Available

Time:  9am - 4pm each day

http://www.shumeicrestone
http://www.shumeicrestone
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CrestoneArtists 
prepares for 
October Open 
Studio Tour

by Stephen “Ish” Futral 
with Noah Baen 
In preparation for our sixth 

annual Open Studio Tour, com-
ing up October 14 and 15, Cresto-
neArtists.com have upgraded and 
professionalized our act to make 
this year a very special one. Due 
to the artistic and creative efforts 
of our illustrious Beatris Burgoin 
and generous contributions from 
local businesses, an advertis-
ing grant from Saguache County 
Tourism Council and support from 
Crestone Creative District, we 
have a beautiful full-color 12-page 
catalogue with detailed map, pho-
tos and artists’ statements rather 
than a fold-out brochure. 

This year, we have added a 
preview and meet-the-artist recep-
tion on Friday, October 13 from 
5-7pm, the evening preceding the 
tour, at the Desert Sage Restau-
rant, one of our generous sponsors. 
The Sage will serve hors d’oeurves 
to add a savory dimension to the 
visual experience.

This year fifteen Crestone 
artists will open the doors of their 
studios to the public. These artists 
work in a wide range of visual arts 
media, fine craft and fine art, from 
small and large works painted in 
watercolor or acrylic or oil, sumi 
ink or encaustics or pastels, from 
handmade paper to copper sculp-
ture, from quilts to environmental 
installation to artist books.

Pick up a catalogue at any of 
several locations around town or 
download it from our website, cre-
stoneartists.com, and mark your 
calendar.

CrestoneArtists wants to 
give a special shout out to all our 
sponsors: Saguache County Tour-
ism Council, Desert Sage Restau-
rant, Crestone Creative District, 
Crestone Inn, Crestone Creamery, 

Crestone Brewing Co., Crestone 
Mercantile, Crestone Artisans 
Gallery, Joyful Journey, Orient 
Land Trust, Elephant Cloud and 
Station, Cho Ku Rei, EarthArt 
Institute, Sangre de Cristo Real 
Estate, Aventa Credit Union, 
Shumei International Institute, 
Dharma Ocean, Craig Electric, 
Sun Studio, Crestone Healing 
Arts, New Girl on the Block, Chief 
Liquor, I Am Harmony, Earth 
Dancer, Dragonfly House, and 
Verena Schwarz.

Gallery Member of the Month, 
ceramic artist Jim Moore

Artist Jim R. Moore has been 
a member of the Crestone Artisans 
Gallery since 2014.  Jim is a ceram-
ic artist who likes to throw, sculpt, 
and hand-build. He has been work-
ing with clay since retiring approx-
imately 7 years ago.  His partner, 
Dean, says it is an obsession.  Jim 
frequently gets up at 5:30 in the 
morning so that he can “play” in 
his clay studio for a couple of hours 
before beginning the day.

Jim was born here in the San 
Luis Valley and grew up in Sa-
guache County.  Since his great 
uncle and aunt, Louis and Fern 
Vanderpool, lived right here in 
Crestone, he spent many happy 
childhood days running around 
this town and hiking numerous 
times to South Crestone Lake 
and Willow Lake.   Jim says that 
although the town has obviously 
changed, in many ways it is still 
the same.  He is very grateful to 
be spending approximately five 
months each summer here in the 
Vanderpool house on Granite Av-
enue, which he fondly refers to as 
“Vanderpool’s Roost”.   

One of Jim’s mentors and 
teachers was local clay artist, Lynn 
Drake, who is also a current gal-
lery member.  Jim takes classes and 
workshops whenever feasible and 
is a member of the Potter’s Guild in 
Las Cruces, New Mexico, his winter 
home.  Jim likes to try new tech-
niques and glazes; therefore, his 
body of work is quite diverse and 
ever-changing.  Currently, there are 
a bust of a mountain man, a sculp-
ture of a bison, and bowls and pots 
of quite varied finishes on display in 
the gallery.  Jim is debuting a whim-
sical sculpture of a jack rabbit steal-
ing a carrot to commemorate being 
chosen as Artist of the Month for 
August.  Come by to see Jim’s pieces 
along with the other great sculptors 
in the gallery. 

The gallery’s phone number is 
changing. If you need to call, please 
now dial 719-298-3003. You will be 
able to find this updated number on 
our Eagle ad, website www.cresto-
neartisansgallery.org and Facebook 
page.  Be sure to “like” us on Face-
book to be updated on future events.

      CrestoneArtisAnGAllery 
CrestoneArtisAnsGAllery.orG

CRESTONE ARTISANS GALLERY

OPEN
Weds - Mon 10-5

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena  
in Downtown Crestone

719-298-3003

We represent 24 local artists

& craftspersons

Thank You for shopping locally!

Local tour artist SD Youngwolf unfurls one 
of the banners that will mark the locations 
of the Crestone Artists Studio Tour Oct 
14-15.    photo by Winter Ross

Ceramic sculpture by artist Jim Moore.

Stephen Futral (aka Ish) demonstrates 
calligraphic brushstroke art, while Bob 
Adler carves wood in the background 
at the Crestone Artisans Gallery special 
event August 19, where multiple artists 
showcased not only their art, but their 
talents as well.      photo by Lori Nagel

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.cresto-neartisansgallery.org
http://www.cresto-neartisansgallery.org
http://www.cresto-neartisansgallery.org
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Belonging Bandwagon: Time to hear 
from you Sept. 30 at Story Circle! 

Since first arriving here, Sap-
pho, Juana Azurduy and Harriet 
the Falconer (from “HerStories” 
Company of Players’ 
June performance) 
have been investi-
gating and instigat-
ing a deeper look 
into the culture of 
our little town.  

As it turns out, 
they cannot return 
to their homes, back 
through the Charter 
Portal, until they fig-
ure out a most unu-
sual riddle.  The next 
clue in weaving this 
riddle involves Their-
Stories.  They will 
engage the communi-
ty with this prompt: 
Tell us a personal 
story of when you 
felt a sense of belong-
ing or not belonging 
in Crestone.  By learning from the 
people of the community they are 
stuck in, these time travelers hope 
to gain access to so much more than 
just their ticket home.  

Please join Sappho, Juana and 
Harriet engaging in Story Circle on 
Saturday, September 30 at the Old 
School House from 2pm till 4pm. 
You won’t want to miss it!

One more thing:  The trio re-
quests donated Crestone artifacts!  

These can be representations, ar-
ticles, small monuments or relics 
of Crestone’s cultural story.  More 

will be revealed at the September 
gathering. Till then, say “hi” if you 
see them touring around town with 
their local guides.

If you have any questions re-
garding this fantastical endeavor, 
contact Cristina Cabeza Kinney at 
AwakeningThePhoenix@gmail.com 
or 719-480-2814.  Project sponsored 
by U.S. Department of Arts and 
Culture.  For more info, visit www.
usdac.us

Help this time-traveling  trio get home!  

This hungry crew digs into two huge plates of nachos during the Crestone Brewing Co.’s 
one year anniversary party August 12.      photo by Lori Nagel

Tim Riley, Crestone Brewing Co. owner, takes a break with his bartender, Daryl, during 
the brewery’s first anniversary celebration..      photo by Lori Nagel

mailto:AwakeningThePhoenix@gmail.com
http://www.usdac.us
http://www.usdac.us
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Spay/neuter clinic in 
Crestone September 23

Saturday, September 23 and 
Sunday, September 24 at the old 
Pro Shop by the golf course on T 
Road, cats and dogs over 8 weeks 
old and 2+ pounds will be spayed or 
neutered at a cost of $20 per house-
hold. The treatment includes Parvo/
Distemper/Rabies vaccinations.

Please—no food after mid-
night the night before surgery, al-
though water is ok overnight. Drop 
the animal off at 7:30am; dogs on 
leash and cats in carriers, please.

By appointment only. Call 
Crestone Mobile Veterinary Ser-
vice at 719-588-4024 or sign up at 
the Crestone Mercantile.

HAPS

Jewish High Holiday services
Please join us for the 15th year 

celebrating the Jewish High Holi-
days in Crestone. All services will 
be held at the Fellowship Hall of the 
Little Shepherd Church located on 
the block past the Post Office on the 
opposite side of Alder St. 

Rosh Hashanah starts on 
Wednesday, September 20 with 
services beginning at 7pm followed 
by a sharing of sweets for a sweet 
New Year. Morning services be-
gin on Thursday, September 21 at 
10:30am. Yom Kippur services start 
with Kol Nidre Services on Fri-
day, September 29 at 7pm. Morn-
ing Yom Kippur Service begins at 
11am on Saturday, September 30. 
Afternoon, Memorial, and Conclud-
ing Services begin at 4pm. 

There is no charge for ser-
vices; donations are accepted. All 
are welcome to respectfully attend. 
For more information, please call 
Meryl Ennis at 256-4890. L’Shana 
Tova!

Collaborating with the 
power of Mother Earth to 
bring peace

8th Annual International 
Peace Day Celebration

Peace within. Peace without
Crestone Charter School, Sep-

tember 22, 2017, 5pm
The Sacred Arts Club aka 

Ancient Dance School invites the 
community to come together to 
cultivate peace with the creative 
process through the arts. Visual 
arts along with poetry, song, mu-
sic, dance or personal experiences. 
Members of the spiritual commu-
nity and charter school children as 
well as James O’Dea, Signe Ram-
strom, and Noah Baen. The MC 
for the evening will be Jeff Vander 
Clute who works with the Global 
Compassion Council and Sourcing 
the Way, focussing on nurturing a 
new vitality for communities, soci-
ety, and working from Awakeness.

We will be opening with a 
medicine wheel in the court yard by 
Noah Baen, offering prayers to the 
elements and to Mother Earth. For 
information ancientdanceschool@
gmail or ancientdanceschool.com/
events.

Nonviolent Communication 
class begins September 20

The next Nonviolent Com-
munication (NVC) Intro class on 
Wednesday, September 20, 4:30-
6:30pm is an introduction to NVC, 
or Compassionate Communication. 
Both previous NVC students and 
new NVC-interested people are 
welcome. 

For the past 10 years Paul 
has facilitated NVC groups that 
begin with an Intro class and then 
proceed to an ongoing and regular 
commitment for exploring, learn-
ing and practice. The ongoing class/
workshop is for people who wish to 
work on communication skills to 
greater depths . . . and would like 
to continue in a working group that 
fosters support, guidance, privacy, 
safety and healing into more sat-
isfying and effective relationship 
experiences.

It is recommended to read the 
book Nonviolent Communication—
A Language of Life by Marshall 
Rosenberg.

For info or to register call Paul  
at 719-588-5521.

Suzanne Rouge  •   970-308-1415
email • hummingbirdsuz@yahoo.com
web • hummingbirdhorizons.com

Reflexology is an ancient form of 
preventative medicine

•  Available at a discount rate at the  
    Crestone Saturday Market
•  Soak-n-session at Valley View on  
    Fridays
•  Call to schedule a house call

Reflexology  for Self-Care
Relax • Renew • Rejuvenate

The partial eclipse in Crestone August 21 remained visible through a hole in the clouds 
for the entire duration of the event.   photo by Carrie Caverly (taken on an iPhone 6Plus)

Visiting monks were doing a tsok ceremony in Crestone for global harmony and took a 
break to view the eclipse. Pictured: Lama Tashi, Ani, Jampa (in back), Tsoknyi Rinpoche, 
Kunga Rinpoche, Tana Rinpoche, Sengye.              photo by Amulya Dawn Beechwood

“Get a line on this! I did! My first time 
fishing for Northern Pike on our lovely 
San Luis Valley Rio Grande River near 
Manassa. A big surprise and a memo-
rable fight it was. It measured 32” long.” 
—Gabriele Gusso

What’s happening?
Share events / activities / etc. 

Editor@crestoneeagle.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:hummingbirdsuz@yahoo.com
mailto:Editor@crestoneeagle.com
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Daily
•	 Morning	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
7-8am,	256-4108,	info@babajiashram.org,	www.
babajiashram.org

•	 Jyorei,	Shumei	Sanctuary,	please	be	seated	by	
7:50am	and	5:50pm,	256-5284

•	 Tours,	 gallery	 and	 Jyorei,	 Shumei,	 9am-5pm,	
256-5284.

•	 Open	meditation	 &	 prayers	 in	 Vajra	 Vidya	Re-
treat	Center	Shrine	Room	9-10am	daily;	Tradi-
tional	Buddhist	Shrine	Room	available	 till	 dusk	
All	welcome.	719-256-5539	vajravidya.com

•	 Tours,	Temple,	&	Gift	Shop	~	Haidakhandi	Uni-
versal	 Ashram,	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.
org,	www.babajiashram.org

•	 Evening	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
6-7pm.	Chanting	 in	 Sanskrit	 and	Hindi.	All	 are	
welcome.	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.org,	
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
•	 Sunday	Service	Crestone	Baptist	Church	10am
•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	www.slvaa.org

Tuesday
•	 Yoga	 &	 iRest	 Yoga	 Nidra	 Crestone	 9:00	 am-
10:30	am	www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	

•	 Functional	Fitness	Small	Group	Training	Angela	
Anderson	9:30	am-10:30	am	5	&	10	class	punch	
cards	available/$15	drop	in	7192564040	

•	 Tai	Chi	 Little	Shepherd	 in	 the	Hills	 10am-noon	
Free	405-760-1892	

•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5:00	pm-6:45	pm	By	donation	shak-
tisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Narcotics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	marijuana	
users	welcome	Baca	Grande	Library	back	door	

7:30	pm-8:30	pm	970-309-0710

Wednesday
•	 Yoga	Fundamentals	&	Refinements	Shakti	Sha-
ranam	8:30-10am	By	donation	shaktisharanam.
com	719-256-5668

•	 Gentle	 Movement	 &	 Yoga	 10-11am	 $10	 sug-
gested	 donation	 www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	
310-924-9223

•	 Wednesday	Night	Bible	Study	Crestone	Baptist	
Church	6:00	pm

Thursday
•	 Yoga	 &	 iRest	 Yoga	 Nidra	 crestone	 9:00	 am-
10:30	 am	 www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	 310-
924-9223	

•	 Zumba	 Fitness,	 9:30-10:30am	 5	 &	 10	 class	
punch	cards	available/	drop	in	$15	719-256-4040	

•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Baptist	Church	noon-1:00	pm	www.slvaa.org	

•	 American	 Common	 Law	 for	 Crestone,	 Little	
Shepherd	 Fellowship	 Hall,	 4-6pm	 $1	 donation	
http://bit.ly/2iHezvb	303-715-0356	

•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5:00	pm-6:45	pm	By	donation	shak-

tisharanam.com	719-256-5668

Saturday
•	 Saturday	Market	Crestone	Silver	Ave.	10:00	am-
4:00	pm	719-256-5912

•	 Narcotics	Anonymous	Open	Step	Study	meeting	
Little	Shepherd	9-10am	719-256-4931

•	 Basic	 Yoga	 10-11am	 $10	 suggested	 donation	
www.igniteyourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

Community Calendar—September 2017 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Friday, September 1
•	 Lliam	Christy,	Cloud	Station	7:45	pm

Sunday, September 3
•	 Mass	at	Nada	Hermitage	–	Nada	Carmelite	Her-
mitage	9:00	am-10:00	am	719-256-4778

Monday, September 4
•	 Labor	Day
•	 No	 Town	 Planning	 Commission	 meeting	 719-
256-4313

Tuesday, September 5
•	 Saguache	 Co.	 Public	 budget	 meeting	 –	
Saguache	County	Courthouse	2:30	pm

Wednesday, September 6
•	 Full	moon	fire	ceremony	–	Haidakhandi	Univer-
sal	Ashram	10:00	am-12:00	pm	www.Babajiash-
ram.org	719-256-4108

•	 Full	 Moon	 Riwo	 Sangchö	 –	 Choying	 Dzong	
10:00	am-11:00	am	719.256.5224

Thursday, September 7
•	 Sufi	Intro	+	Dhikr.	All	welcome!	–	7:00	pm-9:00	
pm	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-588-8602

Friday, September 8
•	 27th	Annual	Crestone	Energy	Fair	–	Little	Pearl	
Park	5:00	pm

•	 Shumei	 hosts	R.	 Carlos	Nakai	Quartet,	 7-9pm	
$20	 suggested	 donation	 www.shumeicrestone.
org	256-5284

Saturday, September 9
•	 5th	Annual	Local	Harvest	Soiree	–	Rio	Grande	
Farm	Park	9:00	am-5:00	pm	7199372319

•	 27th	Annual	 Crestone	 Energy	 Fair,	 Little	 Pearl	
Park

Sunday, September 10
•	 Shumei’s	 Monthly	 Sampai,10:30am-noon	 free	
www.shumeicrestone.org	719-256-5284

•	 Introduction	 to	 Qur’an.	 All	 Welcome.	 Please	
RSVP.	–	4:00	pm-6:00	pm	nurashkijerrahi.org

•	 27th	Annual	 Crestone	 Energy	 Fair,	 Little	 Pearl	
Park

Monday, September 11
•	 Awareness	Retreat	–	House	of	Joy	All	Day	$3OO	
www.discoveringawareness.org	719-480-7475

•	 Crestone	Town	Board	meeting	–	Town	Hall	Meet-

ing	Room	9:30	am	719-256-4313

Wednesday, September 13
•	 Crestone	End	of	Life	Project	Monthly	Meeting	–	
Little	Shepherd	in	the	Hills	7-9pm	719-588-7415

Thursday, September 14
•	 Free	Monthly	Kinship	Caregiver	Clinic	–	Alamosa	
Colorado	Legal	Services	4:00	pm-6:30	pm	Free	
http://bit.ly/2eRyn9E	719-589-4993

•	 Sufi	Intro	&	Dhikr	–	7:00	pm	719-588-8602

Friday, September 15
•	 Friends	of	 the	Library	meeting,	Crestone	Town	
Hall	Conference	Room	noon-3pm	719-256-4045

•	 Dakini	Tsok	–	Choying	Dzong	6-8pm	256-5224

Saturday, September 16
•	 Everson	Ranch	Harvest	Dinner	&	Dance,	 6pm	
Adults	$50,	Youth	$25,	Under	13	free,	Camping	
$10	www.olt.org	719-256-4315

Sunday, September 17
•	 Saturday	 prayer	 breakfast	 –	 Crestone	 Baptist	
Church	8:00	am	719-256-4845

•	 Mass	at	Nada	Hermitage	–	Nada	Carmelite	Her-
mitage	9:00	am-10:00	am	719-256-4778

•	 Symposium	with	Fiber	Artist	Mara	Kali,	Shumei	
Gallery	 3-5pm	 free	 www.shumeicrestone.org	
256-5284

Tuesday, September 19
•	 New	moon	fire	ceremony,	Haidakhandi	Univer-
sal	Ashram	 10am-noon	 www.Babajiashram.org	
719-256-4108

•	 Sufi	 intro	+	Dhikr.	All	welcome!	–	7:00	pm-9:00	
pm	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-588-8602

Wednesday, September 20
•	 BGPOA	EAC	meeting	–	BGPOA	Meeting	Room	
10:00	am	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

•	 New	 Moon	 Riwo	 Sangchö	 –	 Choying	 Dzong	
10:00	am-11:00	am	719.256.5224

•	 Start	of	Fall	Navratri/Divine	Mother	Festival/Daily	
Fire	Ceremonies	–	Haidakhandi	Ashram	10am-
noon	www.Babajiashram.org	719-256-4108

•	 Nonviolent	 Communication	 Intro	 Class,	 4:30-
6:30pm,	donation,	paulshippee.com	719-588-5521

•	 Rosh	Hashanah,	Jewish	High	Holiday	Services	
Little	Shepherd	Fellowship	Hall	7-9pm	donations	
accepted	256-4890

Thursday, September 21
•	 Rosh	Hashanah,	Jewish	High	Holiday	Services,	
Little	 Shepherd	 Fellowship	 Hall	 10:30am-noon	
donations	accepted	719-256-4890

•	 KRZA’s	 monthly	 Board	 meeting	 –	 KRZA	 radio	
station,	Alamosa	5:30	pm	krza.org	719-589-8844

Friday, September 22
•	 International	 Peace	 Day	 –	 Crestone	 Charter	
School	5pm	www.ancientdanceschool.com/events

Sunday, September 24
•	 Mass	at	Nada	Hermitage	–	Nada	Carmelite	Her-
mitage	9:00	am-10:00	am	719-256-4778

•	 Grange	potluck	followed	by	meeting	–	12:30	pm-
3:00	pm	719-256-4768

•	 Poetry	for	Personal	Power	Open	Mic,	Elephant	
Cloud	Station	3-4:30pm,	donation,	www.poetry-
forpersonalpower.com	310-272-3730

•	 Yoga	 &	 Self	 Care,	 4:00	 pm	 $25	 www.ignitey-
ourinnerflame.com	310-924-9223

Thursday, September 28
•	 Andrew	Harvey	SufiWay	Class.	All	welcome!	–	
4-6:00	pm	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-588-8602

Friday, September 29
•	 Annual	Soak	&	Sew	retreat	–	Joyful	Journey	Hot	
Springs	12:00	pm-2:00	pm	719-256-4845

•	 Kol	Nidre	Services	for	Yom	Kippur,	Little	Shepherd	
Fellowship	Hall	7-8pm,	donations	accepted	256-4890

Saturday, September 30
•	 Yom	Kippur	Services,	Little	Shepherd	Fellowship	
Hall	11am-12:30pm,	donations	accepted	256-4890

•	 Annual	Soak	&	Sew	retreat	–	Joyful	Journey	Hot	
Springs	12:00	pm-2:00	pm	719-256-4845

•	 Yom	Kippur	Afternoon,	Memorial	&	Concluding	
Services,	Little	Shepherd	Fellowship	Hall	4pm-
5:30pm	donations	accepted	256-4890

•	 Guru	Rinpoche	Tsok,	Choying	Dzong	6-8pm256-5224

Sunday, October 1
•	 Annual	Soak	&	Sew	retreat	–	Joyful	Journey	Hot	
Springs	noon-2:00	pm	719-256-4845

•	 Musicke’s	Cordes	plays	baroque	at	Shumei		6pm	
www.shumeicrestone.org	719-256-5284

Monday, October 2
•	 Crestone	Planning	Commission	meeting	–	Town	
Hall	Meeting	Room	6:00	pm	719-256-4313

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on� THANKS!
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Lots of smiles and great music at this year’s CRESTFEST celebration!  
 Collage and all photos by Lori Nagel, except the Shumei group photo (since she is in it!), which was taken with Lori’s camera by a woman from Shumei.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Glider
I needed a place to go that was 

laid back.  That was a long time 
ago.  It actually was the mountain 
range that brought me here.  I had 
been down in Flagstaff, and knew 
these were sacred mountains.  I 
came here to an artists’ commune, 
but eventually ended up building 
my own house.  The mountains 
here are special.  Obviously, you 
see it right there as you drive up 
Road T, but you can also get up 
high fast.  You hit a trail and can 
get up there, and then you’re up 
where you want to be—or where 
I wanted to be!  I also came here 
because I knew there’d be a lot of 
artists and different kinds of peo-
ple, and I think that’s great.  Ad-
ditionally, I had come to a sweat 
lodge here with a Lakota medicine 
man.  Adding all that together, 
why would I not move here?  I ap-
preciate that I got to be an owner/
builder, and I think the people 
here are beautiful.

Matie Belle Lakish 
I first visited Crestone when 

my older son had a youth retreat 
at North Crestone campground.  I 
came to visit him and ended cook-
ing for them all weekend!  While 
they were off climbing mountains, 
I walked around Crestone and just 
loved the old buildings and won-
derful small town feel.  I came 
back 2 years later in 1992, really 
searching for a solution to my 

son’s education.  I needed a school, 
a job, and a place to live; and I had 
$115 and an old car.  I came any-
way and Joyce Weiss took me to a 
homeopathic retreat at Rainbow 
B&B, where I met great people.  
Joyce and Carlos owned the White 
Eagle and offered me a room for 
$125/month.  I got a job cleaning 
the floors after the Desert Sage 
Halloween party, and after that, 
a waitressing job.  I met Karen 
Acker, who had a son the same age 
with similar educational issues.  
She wanted to homeschool and 
said she’d include my son.  All that 
happened in one day!  So I said, 
“Ok, Lord, I accept.  You’re telling 
me I should be here.”  I went back 
to Missouri, got my car, packed up, 
and moved out here. Prior to that, 
I’d asked for some sign, because 
I’d tried 3 other places that hadn’t 
worked.  This all came together 
so fast I figured it had to be right. 
It’s been a good choice.  Later, af-
ter the legislation passed, I helped 
other parents in Crestone start 
the Charter School.

Heather D’Alessio 
I had been living primitively 

for four years—going beyond the 
homesteading lifestyle I loved so 
much from my childhood, away 
from the urban or professional op-
tions I saw after college.  I didn’t 
want to keep working as a taxi 
driver, bike mechanic, or barista 
either.  I wanted to be true to my-
self and get away from Walmart, 
TV, and politics, and achieve 
peace-of-mind though learning to 
live simply and close to the earth, 
giving my 3-year-old that gift of a 
feeling of belonging, knowing that 
she can find all she needs without 
lots of gadgets or money, and grow-
ing up true to herself.  Over and 
over, I’d found us living in less-
than-desirable circumstances.  I 
felt my intended goals could be 
achieved in a town, if only I found 
the right town.  One day, as I was 
gardening at Black Bear Ranch in 
northern California, two visitors 
said—“what you’re saying sounds 
just like Crestone!”  The Char-
ter School sounded perfect, and 
it seemed like a place I could be 

myself without too much judge-
ment, and where I could continue 
to raise goats, too!  In “real” civili-
zation, I’d always felt out of place, 
and like I’m paying for more than 
I need.  For some reason, even 
though it was so hot that summer, 
six years ago, Crestone felt like a 
good home—so I went back for all 
my things!

David Lindsey
I first visited in 1979 and 

snuck into Mineral Hot Springs 
(MHS), loved it, and fantasized 
about being at a place like this. I’d 
come to Crestone in the early 80s 
and just drive around in this weird 
subdivision getting lost, having 
spiritual experiences and wish-
ing my life was such that I could 
actually be here.  In early 2000, 
a friend of another architect was 
meeting with Elaine Blumenhein, 
who owned MHS, and I said, “Oh 
my God, we have to meet!”  We had 
lunch and I said, “Please, if ever 
you ever want anyone to run your 
place, just call me!”  Two months 
later she called and asked if I was 
serious.  Lock, stock and barrel, I 
packed up, left Boulder, and ran 
MHS for 2 years, lived there.  It 
was glorious!  And then of course 
I moved to Crestone.  How could 
I not?  Over the 20 years I’d vis-
ited before moving here, I’d de-
veloped interesting relationships 
with many locals, so moving here 
felt completely natural.  Once I 
was here, it felt like, “Oh, this was 
meant to be.”  

Marv Mattis  
I lived in Sante Fe where 

the train came thru once a day.  I 
took the train once, as a passen-
ger, and it was fantastic.  I had all 
that sh*t and I loved it all.  Naomi 
discovered this tiny city in the val-
ley.  I wrote about it in my first 
book.  I didn’t want to fall in love 
with Crestone.  What the f*** do 

you do here!?  I was in middle of 
heavy duty Hollywood stuff and 
loved it!  There was something 
here that felt like home, though.  
People gave me free rubble, which 
I used to build a house for Naomi.  
I love Crestone and I love the Bud-
dhism.  I’m Jewish.  Every year 
I go to Meryl Ennis’.  I love that 
woman.  Her dedication keeps the 
Jewish impulses alive.  Crestone 
allowed my daughter and son to 
fulfill me, by allowing them to be 
what I wanted them to be. My son 
was so rebellious.  He cut off rela-
tionship with me for a long time. 
Only recently, gave his old man 
dubious pleasure.  I stopped at the 
Road Kill Café, 17 years ago, and 
I decided to live in this town that 
would have a restaurant called the 
Road Kill Café!

Holly Hosner 
I’ll start with how I first heard 

of Crestone.  Sometimes, things 
we see make such an impression.  
I was at the little dinette in Villa 
Grove in the early 90s.  As we were 
waiting for breakfast, I picked 
up an Eagle and the Carmelite 
Monastery was on the front.  At 
that time, after working with the 
Course of Miracles in Boulder, I 
was looking for a healing path 
to my birth religion, which was 
Catholic.  Seeing this monastery 
there really piqued my interest.  It 
was 10 years later that I actually 
moved to Crestone.  In Boulder, as 
I built a treasure map with visuals 
of things I’d wanted, I came across 
a magazine with pictures of Cre-
stone—the iconic Ziggarat with 2 
or 3 Carmelites.  It so called to me.  
Over the years, I’ve been in and 
out of many spiritual practices 
here, but certainly the strongest 
changes that have taken place for 
me have been through the Catho-
lics. Connie, Eric and Suzie have 
been really wonderful. In fact, they 
took me to see the movie Spotlight 
a couple years ago, which started 
me on a journey to healing from 
childhood abuse from the Catholic 
Church.  All this healing has led 
me to where I will be applying for 
reconciliation and compensation 
with the Roman Catholic diocese 
of Brooklyn later this year.  It’s a 
huge part of who I am, and that 
came through Crestone.

If you have feedback or sug-
gestions for future topics, please 
email peacelorilove@gmail.com.  
In addition to being the Staff Pho-
tographer for The Crestone Eagle 
since 2012, Lori Nagel is a free-
lance photographer, graphic de-
signer & web designer.  www.sun-
flowerstudios.us.com.

What brought you to Crestone?

mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
http://www.sun-flowerstudios.us.com
http://www.sun-flowerstudios.us.com
http://www.sun-flowerstudios.us.com
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Haidakhandi 
Universal 
Ashram news

by Ramloti
August has continued to be 

very busy at the Ashram. It is 
amazing how many new people 
continue to find their way to this 
little town of Crestone and the 
Ashram.

We are grateful to say that 
we raised the money needed to 
schedule our dormitory solar sys-
tem upgrade for mid-September. 
We still have some components 
to buy so we continue to have our 
GoFundMe campaign at www.go-
fundme.com/BabajiAshramSolar-
Fund. Please check it out and if 
you are able to donate even a little, 
it will be a big help. Thank you.

Our full-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 6 and the new-moon fire 
ceremony is on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 19. Both begin at 10am and 
are followed by a meal. Morn-
ing aarati is at 7am and evening 
aarati is at 6pm. At 8am there is 
generally a small fire ceremony 
when we do not have a large one. 
Call us at 719-256-4108 for prop-
er protocol for attending fire cer-
emonies and any other questions.

Fall Navratri, the Divine 
Mother Festival, begins on 
Wednesday, September 20 and 
continues through Thursday, 
September 28. There will be spe-
cial pujas, chanting, aarati, and 
readings each morning as well as 
a fire ceremony at 10am followed 
by a discourse. We will have hon-
oring the children day on Sunday, 

September 24 after the fire cer-
emony. All are invited to any or 
all of the ceremonies. For more 
questions call the Ashram at 719-
256-4108.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop 
has just received lots more gen-
tly used clothes which are 50% 
off this month. We are also offer-
ing 20% off any Divine Mother 
or Babaji book in honor of Fall 
Navratri. The shop is open eve-
ry day from 10am until 5pm. 
We invite you to come in and 
look around. We deeply appreci-
ate your support. If you mention 
this article you will receive 10% 
off your purchase, except for sale 
items.You may view some of what 
is in our shop on our website at 
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.
com.

For more information about 
the Ashram, please visit our web-
site at www.babajiashram.org. 
All are invited to our monthly 
Ashram Board of Directors’ meet-
ing, which is on Sunday, Septem-
ber 10 at 10am. Please call the 
Ashram for an agenda. We also 
invite you to visit the Ashram at 
any time. We love to share Shri 
Babaji’s and Mother’s home with 
others. Just drop by or give us a 
call at 719-256-4108.  

24th Annual 
Fall Festival 
& Quilt Show
September 16 
in Saguache

Come join us at Otto Mears Park & Community Building in Sa-
guache.  The Saguache County Museum is offering breakfast for $5; Sa-
guache Sagebrush Quilters will have a handmade quilt as a door prize; art 
vendors and food vendors will help to satisfy your needs.  We will have live 
music starting at 10am and continuing until 3:30pm.  Bid on the Silent 
Auction items inside the Community Bldg.  Winners will be announced at 
3:30pm.  This is the ONLY annual fundraiser for the Saguache Chamber 
of Commerce who is hosting this event.  Special thanks to our generous 
sponsors-Saguache County Commissioners & Aventa Credit Union.  Below 
are the entertainers who will help to make this a memorable event.

Seat of the Pants String band
This duo is the epitome of old timey, grass roots, down home rocking 

chair bluegrass. Together forever, this husband and wife combo are like a 
sweet sunny summer morning. This is a great way to start the day so don’t 
miss them at 10am.

Kicker
Galloping across the valley from Saguache is “Kicker.” This is a five-

piece country rock band with a beat that will kick you to your feet and get 
you dancing. Members are Pearl Brewer on Keyboards and astonishing 
vocals, Scott Alexander on drums and vocals, Ed Johnson on guitar and 
vocals, Mike Brill on guitar and vocals and Dennis Neuhaus on bass. Don’t 
miss this tight and got it right band.

Cheap Therapy
Our own Barry Monroe brings his brainchild to the stage. Cheap 

Therapy delivers unique originals with a tropical pop, white-boy reggae, 
groove shuffle vibe. They dish out harmonies so smooth you can ride ‘em 
like a slide. Catch them After lunch on Saturday.

Pint and a Half
Pint and a Half plays to crowds all over Colorado with forays into other 

neighboring states. Their folk roots Americana style is propelled by electri-
fied acoustic guitar, bedrock percussion, blues harmonica, and close vocal 
harmonies. This band always delivers a tremendous show with both tears 
and dancing as standard features. Don’t miss them Saturday afternoon.

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, 

prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs, 
crystals, books, purses, statues, 

clothes, Weleda products, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Open 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Celebrating Fall 
Navratri 

Sept 20 -28
with 50% off all 

gently used clothing 
and 20% off all 

Divine Mother and 
Babaji Books!

The Divine Mother Festival - Wednesday, 
September 20 through Thursday, Sep-
tember 28.

The festival is held at Otto Mears Park.

In historic downtown Salida           135 F Street

Dies Librorum 
(Festival of Books)

Saturday, Sept. 9, 12 - 5
10 authors! 

15% off their books!
Refreshments all day

Traditional Style Henna
G

by appointment

All Natural
lasts up to 2 weeks

G

G

Shoshannah Asha
719.937.3547

G

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.go-fundme.com/BabajiAshramSolar-Fund
http://www.go-fundme.com/BabajiAshramSolar-Fund
http://www.go-fundme.com/BabajiAshramSolar-Fund
http://www.go-fundme.com/BabajiAshramSolar-Fund
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:shop@Babajiashram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
http://www.thelightchamber.com
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For the Love of a 
Pet:  ‘Shorty’

by Bill Ellzey
Shorty’s pedigree was Heinz 

57, with legs a little undersized for 
his body, and a person-
ality as big as the sky.  
He became my side-
kick and best friend.

He was a pup 
when I grudgingly 
brought him to Cre-
stone from the family 
ranch in Texas, hav-
ing been talked into 
taking him by my 
cousin. I was work-
ing hard building my 
house and figured he’d 
be a distraction.  He 
was a distraction, and 
a pal, and I loved him.  

He grew to be 27 
pounds, had long-ish 
red/black hair, and a 
thick wool-like undercoat, the kind 
that didn’t shed.  He was sharp eyed 
and from atop his straw bale he 
loved to give the coyotes bloody hell 
as they criss crossed the greenbelt.

Around 10 years old Shorty 
developed a painful limp. The veter-
inarians diagnosed cancer.  The leg 
would have to come off.  My knees 
buckled.  I wept.   Back in Texas, 
in a circumstance like that we’d 
take the dog and a rifle out behind 
the barn and handle it. I couldn’t 
do that and OK’d the procedure.  
He recovered. He thrived.  I even 
photographed him with a rabbit in 
his jaws one day after that. He was 
indomitable and I loved him for it.

But he had lost a step.  One 
morning he wasn’t around. An elk 
had died in the draw below the 
house.  The coyotes had picked it 
pretty clean.  Everyone who’s lived 
in the country with a dog knows 
how much they love to roll in some-
thing dead.  I recalled that the 
evening before he sported a whiff 
of that scent.  I started cutting an 
arc back and forth in the direction 
of that elk.

Soon tufts of woolly hair 
snagged on prickly pear spines 
belied what had happened. My 
heart sank. The coyotes had drug 
him down into the draw.  In shock, 
I went to the house for a shovel 
and pillow case and cursed myself 
for letting it happen.  There had 
always been a likelihood of it but 
I figured I would hear the ruckus 
and intervene.

Days later a phoebe that nests 
under our porch roof kept flitting 
in carrying tufts of Shorty’s under-
coat.  The bird was plucking them 
off the cactus.  That, more than an-
ything, helped me get beyond the 
deep ache.  Shorty’s fuzz was being 
used to cradle tiny eggs and, soon, 
delicate new life.

Bill’s tribute to Shorty and 
photo is part of a book project called 
For the Love of a Pet. If you, or 
someone you know wants to be part 
of this project to raise funds for Pet 
Partners, send a tribute and photo 
to photobook81131@gmail.com. For 
more details see our announcement 
on this page. 

Crestone End of Life Project 
celebrates 10th anniversary 
with public events

This fall, the Crestone End of 
Life Project (CEOLP) celebrates its 
10th year of serving the community 
through facilitating open-air crema-
tions at the beautiful and sacred cre-
mation site. In October 2007 the or-
ganization was granted a conditional 
use permit, and performed the first 
cremation at the site (Doris Rhine-
hart) in January 2008.

Over the years CEOLP’s mis-
sion has expanded, including the 
creation of an education outreach 
branch, Informed Final Choices 
(IFC). To honor the 10th anniversa-
ry, CEOLP and IFC are sponsoring 
a number of events beginning in the 
last weeks of September and contin-
uing through October.

Among these: guided public 
tours of the cremation site and the 
town cemetery; a selection of films; a 
CEOLP registration party; the ever-
popular Death Café; and workshops 
on a range of topics and end of life 

issues, including contemplative and 
artistic exploration of our own rela-
tionship with mortality.

“As we reflect on these years 
of service, what becomes evident is 
that it takes a community to support 
the dying as they approach the end 
of their physical life,” says CEOLP/
IFC founder Stephanie Gaines. “We 
invite you the join us and celebrate 
the beautiful gift of service, commu-
nity, and life!”

September events will be 
posted on Facebook and on posters 
around town. Watch for an events 
schedule in the October edition 
of The Crestone Eagle Calendar 
and on Facebook. The public is 
also welcome to attend CEOLP’s 
monthly open meetings. The next 
meeting takes place Sept. 13 at 7pm 
at the Fellowship Hall of the Little 
Shepherd of the Hills Episcopal 
Church in downtown Crestone. 
informedfinalchoices.org.

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, September 13, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238 ,  Cre stone ,  CO 81131

www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

“I believe not in eternal love, but in the eternity of love lived!” 

Giueseppe Valala

Shorty sitting on a straw bale. photo by Bill Ellzey

Anna Louise B. Stewart

Providing Heart  Centered Care  
in Crestone  since 2004

Specialty in the Abdomen, LMT, LCT

• Core Chi Transformation
Formerly Chi Nei Tsang
Energetic Clearing & Abdominal Unwinding

970.290.7710    AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
AnnaLouise.love
CoreChiTransformation.com

• Therapeutic Bodywork
Search & Rescue of Tension in the Body

mailto:photobook81131@gmail.com
http://www.informedfinalchoices.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
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Bridge to Heaven
by Earl LeRoy
My son, I hear your heart seek-

ing for truth and righteousness in 
the Spirit.  Set aside all of your pre-
conceptions and listen to My voice. 
The Holy Spirit will lead you into all 
Truth. First know and understand 
that My only motivation is to love 
you unconditionally. I want to draw 
you all nearer and nearer to Me.

When Adam chose to exercise 
his freewill against what I warned 
him about, his decision caused such 
a chasm between him and Me. There 
was no way for him to bridge it. Be-
cause I love all mankind, I built the 
narrow bridge over that chasm be-
coming Man and paying the price 
for all sin. This is the only bridge 
that started from heaven’s side and 
ends on the earth. There are many 
bridges that have been started on 
man’s side, but none of them have 
ever reached heaven’s side. They all 
dead-end over the chasm of death.

Through Jesus, I gave a Way 
that man could get on this bridge 
that My Son Jesus fulfilled to perfec-
tion when He died on the cross and 
then rose. The veil of separation was 
torn apart and the bridge was eter-
nally anchored on the earth’s side. 
This bridge is built out of  Grace and 
it is entered by Faith.  By faith, I put 
My laws in their minds and I write 
them on their hearts. (Jer 31:33) This 
is the New Covenant that allows Me 
to be your God. Because I have loved 
you, you are now able to love Me. 

Because I have 
redeemed you, 
you can now live with Me. Because I 
have set you free, you can now be the 
person I created you to be.

Now you are entering into 
heaven’s time. The closer you come 
to Me the more you know Me. The 
more you know Me, the more you see 
My love for you.  The more you trust 
Me the more you realize I do not hold 
your sins against you when you re-
pent, and I do not even remember 
them because they were nailed to the 
cross and they are forgiven.

Because you now love Me you 
can freely worship Me. As you invite 
Me in with your praise and worship, 
I can sit enthroned in your presence 
and be with you. It is My Holiness 
that makes you whole and com-
plete, lacking nothing.

Where I am allowed to rule in 
your heart, My fullness manifests 
throughout your being. Your spirit 
is nourished and refreshed, your 
soul is satisfied and your body is re-
stored. I am the restorer of all good 
things and My love never fails.

Now as We proceed up the 
Bridge of Life toward heaven, heav-
en will overtake you like a cloud and 
will cover all of you. You will be led 
by My Spirit like a pilot flying on 
autopilot, and I will be manifesting 
My Glory through you.

I will tell you more later, but 
for now, keep crossing over the 
Bridge.

Love,
Daddy

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Bible Study Thursdays       6:00 pm                       
Prayer Services Mon & Fri       10:00 am                   
Food Bank Tuesdays     2-4 pm
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday  8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

Dr. James “Jim” Harding, DDS, to 
open dental facility

Harding Dental Group broke 
ground on a state-of-the-art, 2,000 
sq. ft. dental facility at 688 Del Sol, 
Alamosa (at the northwest corner of 
the Social Security Administration 
Building) in August. The building is 
specifically design-built according to 
Dr. Harding and his patients’ needs 
by Alcon Construction, Inc. The con-
struction has 100% local participa-
tion, with all vendors and contractors 
from the San Luis Valley.

Set to open its doors in Janu-
ary, the dental center is designed to 
complement existing buildings in 
the area and features a vaulted ceil-
ing, all-digital patient rooms and a 
beautiful lobby.

Dr. Harding said, “I love the San 
Luis Valley and wanted to do our part 
to invest in the wonderful people that 
live here and the promising future of 

this region. We’re most proud of the 
fact that now patients will have ac-
cess to the latest in implant dentistry, 
utilizing an advanced 3D scanner not 
previously available in the SLV.”

Dr. Harding serves as the of-
ficial dentist to the U.S. Ski Team 
and is often referred to as “Colo-
rado’s dentist.” He is trained in ad-
vanced dentistry and has completed 
post-graduate courses from the 
prestigious Las Vegas Institute for 
Advanced Dental Studies, where he 
specialized in comprehensive, im-
plant, TMJ/TMD, orthodontic, den-
ture and cosmetic dentistry.

Harding Dental Group current-
ly has offices in Alamosa and South 
Fork. For more information: Harding-
dentalgroup.com, 719-589-2257 Ala-
mosa, and 719-873-5846 South Fork.

h a r d i n g d e n t a l g r o u p . c o m

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS
Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD • ORTHODONTICS

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS

MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS

MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

South Fork  
138 Ponderosa Drive, 

South Fork, CO

719.873.5846

Alamosa
906 Main Street, 

Alamosa, CO

719.589.2257

OPENING JANUARY 2018 - ALAMOSA 

Breaking New Ground

State-of-the-art care.
Stay in the valley convenience.

 The new and expanded
HARDING DENTAL GROUP 

At The Harding Dental Group’s new office groundbreaking in Alamosa are (from left) Ali-
cia Abeyta, June Medina, Alamosa Mayor Josef Lucero, Dr. Jim Harding, DDS, Lindsey 
Harrison, Skyla Van Bibber, Valerie McEwen and Brian Cook of Alcon Construction.

Free screenings for qualif ied women.  Call Brenda Gentile, 
HRRMC community health worker, at 719-207-2088.

Get screened for breast 
and cervical cancer!

“There can be life after breast cancer. The prerequisite 
  is early detection.”  — Actress Ann Jillian

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Sand Dunes proposes entrance fee increase
Great Sand Dunes National 

Park is proposing a change to its fee 
to align with the new National Park 
Service rate schedule. The new pro-
posed fee schedule will increase the 
cost of per person entry (for visi-
tors bicycling or walking through 
the Entrance Station); the annual 
Great Sand Dunes Pass; as well as 
the cost for per vehicle entry, non-
commercial (family) vehicles; and 
an increase in fees for motorcycles. 
The entrance fee changes and their 
implementation would be as follows:

“We are committed to keep-
ing the park affordable but we also 
want to provide visitors with the 
best possible experience,” said Act-
ing Park Superintendent Phil Wil-

son. “We use the money from park 
entrance fees to maintain, repair 
and improve our facilities, enhance 
essential visitor services such as 
events and programs, restore criti-
cal habitat for the wildlife that visi-
tors come to see and enjoy, and to 
support our law enforcement rang-
ers in their public safety duties.”  

One project that can benefit 
from this fee increase would be 
the Piñon Flats Campground and 
Mosca Creek Picnic Area enhance-
ments which would include new 
flooring, heating systems and water 
distribution lines for restroom fa-
cilities.

It is important to note that 
a visitor to the park will only be 
charged one of these entrance 
fees—not a combination of them. 
Passes are valid for seven days from 
the date of issue, allowing visitors 
to enter and exit the park multiple 
times during that 7-day period by 
showing their paid receipt.  

Of  the 417 units in the Nation-
al Park System, 118 parks currently 

collect fees. The Federal Lands Rec-
reation Enhancement Act (FLREA) 
is the legislation under which Great 
Sand Dunes and the other 118 park 
units currently collect entrance and 
campground fees.  Currently, na-
tional parks like Great Sand Dunes 
retain 80% of the entrance fees col-
lected for use on projects that di-
rectly benefit visitors.  The remain-
ing 20% is distributed to other park 
units throughout the National Park 
System.  

Since the beginning of FLREA 
and its predecessor program, Fee 
Demo, Great Sand Dunes has been 
able to devote more than $7 million 
to enhance visitor services at the 
park, funding facility repair and 
maintenance, visitor amenities, and 
visitor programs and services.  

The public is encouraged to 
comment about Great Sand Dunes’ 
proposed new entrance fees.  That 
feedback helps park managers de-
termine the appropriateness of en-
trance fees.

We invite the public to sub-
mit comments electronically via the 
National Park Service’s Planning, 
Environment and Public Comment 
(PEPC) website at http://parkplan-
ning.nps.gov/grsa_fees.  Click on: Pro-
posal to Increase Fees at Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and Preserve.

Comments will also be ac-
cepted in writing (hand-delivery, 
by mail, or fax).  To submit written 
comments, you may mail or hand-
deliver your comments to Chief of 
Administration & Fees, Great Sand 
Dunes National Park & Preserve, 
Attn: Proposal to Increase Fees, 
11500 State Hwy 150, Mosca, CO  
81146.  In addition, faxed comments 
will be accepted at 719-378-6310.

Comments submitted by email 
and anonymous comments will not 
be accepted.  Bulk comments in any 
format submitted on behalf of oth-
ers will not be accepted.  All public 
comments must be received by Sep-
tember 17, 2017.

Before including your address, 
phone number, email address, or 
other personal identifying informa-
tion in your comment, you should be 
aware that your entire comment—
including your personal identifying 
information—may be made publicly 
available at any time.  While you 
can ask the National Park Service 
in your comment to withhold your 
personal identifying information 
from public review, we cannot guar-
antee that we will be able to do so.

For more information, visit the 
park’s website at www.nps.gov/grsa 
or call Public Information Officer 
Katherine Faz at 719-378-6341.

719-530-2200  •  www.hrrmc.com  •  1000 Rush Drive, Salida, CO  

The heart of healthcare

We put the            

in healthcare
care

• Center for Breast Health
• Dialysis
• Discounted Direct Access Lab Testing
• Emergency Medicine and Trauma Center
• Family Birthing Center
• General and Specialty Surgical Care
• Oncology and Infusion Services
• Orthopedic Center of Excellence
• Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapy
• Wellness U

For a complete list of our specialists, visit hrrmc.com.

HRSA recognizes Valley-Wide 
Health Systems, Inc. as national 
quality leader

Valley-Wide Health Systems, 
Inc. (Valley-Wide) is pleased to an-
nounce that it was awarded three 
awards totaling $122,252 from the 
Health Resources and Services Ad-
ministration (HRSA) in recognition 
of achievements in providing high-
quality, comprehensive care.

Valley-Wide will use these 
funds to further improve the qual-
ity, efficiency, and effectiveness of 
the health care delivered to the 
communities it serves in the San 
Luis Valley, Lower Arkansas Valley, 
and Cañon City regions.  

“Today’s awards will help 
health centers to provide their 
communities with high quality, af-
fordable primary care,” said HRSA 
Administrator Dr. George Sigou-
nas. “Quality care remains a criti-
cal trait of the Health Center Pro-
gram, especially because health 
centers are treating more patients 
than ever before.” 

The three awards received in-
clude:

Achieving PCMH Recogni-
tion: $85,000 awarded to Valley-
Wide for achieving Patient Cen-
tered Medical Home recognition 
for service delivery sites.  

Clinical Quality Improver: 
$26,752 awarded to Valley-Wide for 
demonstrating notable improve-
ment in one or more clinical quality 
measures between 2015 and 2016.   

 Electronic Health Record 
(EHR): $10,500 awarded to Valley-
Wide for use of the EHR to report 
on all Clinical Quality Measures 
(CQM) for all patients. 

To learn more about Valley-
Wide Health Systems’ clinics and 
services in your area please call 
719-587-1000 or visit us at vwhs.
org or on Facebook.

Great Sand Dunes Passes:
     Current 2018 
Annual  $30 $40
Per Vehicle $15 $20
Motorcycle $10 $15
Per Person $7 $10

  
Illuminated Therapies

  Amulya Beechwood, RCST®, LMT, CEIM

  

Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy

  719-256-4743   
illuminatedtherapies.com

relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

http://parkplan-ning.nps.gov/grsa_fees
http://parkplan-ning.nps.gov/grsa_fees
http://parkplan-ning.nps.gov/grsa_fees
http://www.nps.gov/grsa
mailto:relax@illuminatedtherapies.com
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Moffat School news
by Jillian Sciacca, Princi-

pal
The first day of school at the 

Moffat School was Monday, August 
14. During the first week of school, 
students participated in elementa-
ry and secondary assemblies to re-
view school-wide policies and have 
a little fun with a grade level ring 
toss competition. Overall, admin-
istration and staff have been quite 
impressed with students’ respect 
and ownership over the school-
wide policies. We can tell that it is 
going to be a great year.

Enrollment is up quite a bit 
this year with approximately 30 
new students! We have been work-
ing through some daily procedures 
to ensure that things flow smooth-
ly, instructional time is maximized 
and safety remains a top priority 
for our students.

One of our goals before the 
start of the school year was to pro-
vide our students with more elec-
tive opportunities. Andy McKim, 
the former art teacher, has moved 
out of the area with his family. He 
will be missed, but we are happy to 
report that Patte and Dale Smith 
are taking over the art program 
with a great deal of enthusiasm 
and passion for making a difference 
in the lives of our students. In ad-
dition to art, other electives include 
drama, music, yearbook, Spanish 
III, mentorships in different areas 
of our building and shop. While we 
are pleased with the addition of a 
few elective opportunities for our 
students, this is an area that we 
are continuing to focus our atten-
tion as we work towards providing 
an even wider variety of electives 
in the future.

We continue to provide iPads to 
every student in our middle school 
and high school. Zach Schwartz, our 
technology and assessment direc-
tor, has been working around the 
clock to get each student in grades 
6 through 12 set up with their iPad 
for the school year.

Our elementary classes hit 
the ground running during the 
first week of school. Teachers have 
been working hard to create wel-
coming learning environments for 
our youngest students. Forma-
tive literacy assessments are well 
under way, and we are excited to 

watch the growth of these students 
throughout the school year.

It’s going to be a great year. 
There is a feeling of excitement and 
optimism resonating throughout 
our building, and it is going to be 
exciting to watch how our students 
grow academically and continue to 
develop character throughout this 
school year.

Moffat School News is 
sponsored by

Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Monte Vista
852-5991

Trust & Strength Since 1899

Kindergarten and First Grade teacher, Sara McFarland takes a moment to help her stu-
dents line up after enjoying grade-level competitions at the spirit assembly.

Principal Jillian Sciacca and Superinten-
dent Christina Larson go over school-
wide behavior expectations with students 
at a spirit assembly August, 15.

High school students make a locker stop 
during passing periods.

Elementary students enjoy lunch on the first day of school.

Shumei International Institute
Sharing Healing Jyorei, Natural Agriculture, 

art and beauty with the world.....

8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services) are always open to the public
Art Symposia, Exhibitions, Concerts and Special Events

See the community calendar or visit www.shumeicrestone.org
for an up to date schedule

Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284

art gallery and site tours available every day from 9 -5

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.shumeicrestone.org


The Crestone Eagle • September, 2017 • Page 21 

Charter School revs it up again
Crestone Charter School stu-

dents, teachers, and families are 
looking forward to another amaz-
ing year. The school year will start 
with celebrating a back-to-school-
night and the traditional all school 
camp out. We welcome all new and 
returning families.

This year, there is much to look 
forward to. Christina Larson is our 
new, energetic superintendent of the 
Moffat Consolidated School District. 
Her vision is that both schools in the 
district work together and support 
each other by building each school’s 
individual strength to benefit all 
students in our school district.  For 
example, traditionally, Charter 
School students were invited to par-
ticipate in the Moffat School’s sports 
program, but this year we are plan-
ning the first district-wide theater 
performance. This spring, Virginia 
Drake will direct the performance of 
The Jungle Book. In the fall she will 
start conducting auditions for the 
main roles. All our younger students 
will sing in the chorus together. Any-
one who loves children, theater, and 
music is welcome to contact Virginia 
to help with this wonderful produc-
tion. Please contact Virginia at 719-
745-0500.

During the five years Michael 
Pacheco has been the Crestone 
Charter School’s IT specialist, he 
has developed an exciting technol-
ogy program, which we are featur-
ing in this article. Michael is much 
loved and respected by our students 
for his enthusiasm to teach technol-
ogy skills. His classes are full of in-
teresting projects and concepts. His 
goal is to kindle students’ creativity 

and problem solving skills by using 
21st century tools and technology.

Michael teaches students of 
all grades. The youngest ones learn 
how to use iPads, with which they 
hone their reading skills. Primary 
students learn how to navigate sim-
ple research on the internet and 
become familiar with typing. Inter-
mediary students are expected to 
use the internet for parts of their 
academic learning, and are intro-
duced to coding concepts. Typing 
becomes more natural for this age 
group. Michael has built a computer 
with the students who have shown a 
knack for technology. Middle school 
students become proficient at using 
Google Docs and much of their as-
signments are done electronically. 
Michael now introduces more com-
plex coding problems. Some middle 
school students can’t wait until they 
get to high school where they can 
participate in Michael’s technology 
mentorship, which includes building 
quadcopters. This requires patience 
and perseverance: his students learn 
how to solder, program…and finally 
they fly their creations. When the 
quadcopters were finally built last 

spring and flew in the school’s court 
yard and over the playground, the 
entire school cheered. Michael has 
recently bought a 3D printer and is 
looking forward to make it part of 
his classes. Students will be able to 
build intricate little objects.

All of these wonderful and in-
spiring things would have not been 
possible without two main game 
changers. First is the BEST Grant, 
which allowed us to build the new 
school and through which we re-
ceived an updated network infra-
structure and Chromebooks for each 
student. Second, Colorado Central 
Telecom brought fast and reliable 
internet services to the school. This 
increased our bandwidth by 66% 
at no additional cost, for which we 
are grateful. Now each user at the 
school can simultaneously access a 
standard definition video without 
buffering and can take advantage 

of bandwidth intensive services like 
cloud-based 3D rendering.

This summer Michael pur-
chased a new generation of Chrome-
books that have more powerful pro-
cessors, more memory, and bigger 
screens. Each student now has ac-
cess to a device that is suitable for 
light content creation. In addition, 
students will also have access to 
some high-end devices, which Mi-
chael built over the summer, for 
more advanced productions such as 
3D modeling, printing, graphic de-
sign, and videography. 

Despite living remotely, our 
students have creative technology 
classes. We are looking forward to 
the projects students will develop 
with Michael this school year, what 
his students will be programing, 
what electronics they will be build-
ing, and what Atari style video 
games they will program.

CCS students assemble components for 
a custom PC build.

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Bob’s Place: 182 E Galena Ave 
We’re still trying to figure out what 

to do with Bob’s!! 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8 a.m to 5 p.m. 
 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

 

It’s Time for Fall Projects & the 
Hardware Store has what you need! 

 
*  A NEW paint mixer is here! 
*  Winterize your car with batteries, tires,  fluids   
*  Insulation,  gutters,  roofing, window plastic   
*  Canning  supplies 
*  Shovels, ice melt, ice scrapers 

Galena -- a few years back! 

Shop Local!  Spending money in Crestone: 
 

 Creates jobs & allows young families to live here; 
 Reduces pollution; 
 Provides a sense of community; 
 Puts tax dollars into Crestone and the County for 

schools, police protection, roads, social services. 

Parker Family   

 
Crestone has 
always had  

diversity. We 
succeed by 

working  
together  

& supporting 
one another! 

A small crowd gathered at the Charter School to view the solar eclipse together the 
morning of August 21.  Mary Benavidez arranged the event and helped kids build view-
ing boxes.  She and her husband brought a telescope along to display the progress of 
the eclipse onto a white board for all to see.      photo by Lori Nagel
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by David Nicholas
In late August, coming off the 

Congressional recess, it is widely 
agreed that Mr. Trump is seriously 
weakened and lacks the moral au-
thority to continue in the office of 
President. Getting rid of this incom-
petent racist, against his will, how-
ever, is very hard. 

Despite Senator Bob Corker 
(R-TN) saying that he has not dem-
onstrated “stability” or “compe-
tence” to lead the country, no other 
Republican has publicly said so. 
This makes impeachment a drawn-
out business while Mr. Trump con-
tinues to damage American integ-
rity and wildly makes enemies both 
in and outside the country. 

Removing him from office due 
to medical incapacity under the 
25th Amendment requires the re-
solve of people who can make that 
call, and they are not there at this 
point. Vice-President Mike Pence in 
his capacity as President of the Sen-
ate would make this decision.

The simplest way would be 
for Mr. Trump to resign, and those 
around the President make him see 
the wisdom of leaving. The military 
junta that now works within the 
White House (I mean the generals 
appointed to key positions in the 
Cabinet) is pretty much in charge 
of trying to make this government 
function. 

You can see the way things 
changed after the disastrous angry 
rant at Trump Tower on August 15. 
White House chief of staff General 
John Kelly forced the removal of 
chief strategist Steve K. Bannon, 
while SecDef General Jim Mattis 
and Director of National Intelli-
gence General Daniel Coats pulled 
Mr. Trump’s reckless North Korea 
declaration of “Fire and Fury” off 
the front burner. At the same time 
they worked on the future of an 
American Afghan strategy. They are 
ruling right now while Mr. Trump 
carries on with his Twitter tan-
trums; they are now being ignored 
as official policy.

I first recognized the appoint-
ment of these generals as a junta 
in March. It is clear they are now 
the ruling clique holding this mess 
together and keeping the lid from 
coming off. The hope is that they 
are ignoring Mr. Trump’s rhetoric 
and governing in spite of him. Also 
the hope is Mr. Trump gets bored 
of tweeting, doing lunch, and doing 
weekend sojourns to Mar-al-Lago, 
and resigns. 

Trump tweeted policy to force 
transgender members out of the 
military. The Joint Chiefs sat on it 
saying they had not received the 
appropriate military directive from 
the Commander-in-Chief. With 
General Kelly as Chief of Staff it ap-
pears unlikely that they will get it. 

The big test for the junta is 
how to abort Mr. Trump’s effort to 
kill the Iran nuclear deal. If the jun-
ta can kill off the attempt, then a 
subsequent breach between the US 
and the other signers of the agree-
ment (the remaining UN perma-
nent members plus Germany) could 
be avoided. See more below.

The turning: A moral scab 
of American politics

When Senator John McCain 

( R - A Z ) 
t u r n e d 
t h u m b s 
down on Mr. 
T r u m p ’ s 
egregious 
healthcare 
bill on July 
28, it broke the spell on a the dubi-
ous narrative that Mr. Trump—in 
my view Putin’s servant—was a 
juggernaut that couldn’t be stopped. 
Mr. Trump, however, was stopped 
dead in his tracks. It was downhill 
from there. 

When the President came 
down from his gilded tower on New 
York’s Fifth Avenue and endorsed 
Nazis, the Klu Klux Klan and oth-
er white supremacists—“very fine 
people” in his view—participating 
in the torchlight march and sub-
sequent terrorizing the university 
town of Charlottesville, VA, it sig-
naled the end of the beginning of the 
Trump presidency. Whatever moral 
authority voters had ascribed to 
Mr. Trump to put him in the White 
House last November was lost on 
August 15.  

To be clear, the end can be 
a long time coming. Mr. Trump’s 
disgusting endorsement of the so-
called “alt-right” groups in Char-
lottesville ensured that Donald 
Trump’s shot at a second term in the 
presidency was toast. His endorse-
ment of the murder of a woman by 
a white supremacist with pro-Nazi 
sympathies just reinforced the view 
of many that he is a scab, a blight 
on America’s sense of decency and 
moral integrity. 

Resignation is an option as 
RussiaGate’s Special Prosecutor 
Robert Muller advances his inves-
tigation and looks into Mr. Trump’s 
past financial dealings. Of all things 
that make this president afraid, it 
is the exposure of his financial deal-
ings, real (Russian financing) and 
imagined (that he’s a billionaire). 
Given what is generally known of 
his public business dealings, the 
private details that Mr. Trumps 
fights tooth and nail to prevent look 
to be illuminating.  

Summarizing, the writing on 
the wall has appeared. It is going 
to take Congressional Republicans 
mustering their gumption to rid us 
of this blight. Right now the major-
ity of GOP Congressmen are sitting 
on their hands. 

Charlottesville Part 1
The Charlottesville rant on 

August 15 was gob-smacking. Mr. 
Trump unloaded his venom and at-
tacked. It wasn’t irrational. He had 
thought it through because he had 
his “talking points” on a paper in-
side his jacket and pulled it out to 
emphasize his point. This was Mr. 
Trump’s true nature on display and 
he shocked us with his virulence. 
His defense of anti-Semitic and rac-
ist white supremacists above the 
plight of the victim Heather Heyer 
shocked Congressional Republi-
cans. This will be marked as the 
turning point of this man’s presi-
dency.

Senator Bob Corker (R-TN), 
a supporter of the President said, 
“The President has not yet been 
able to demonstrate the stability 
nor some of the competence that he 

needs to demonstrate in order to be 
successful.” 

Senators John McCain (R-AZ) 
and Lindsay Graham (R-SC) both 
denounced his comments, and in 
what may be Colorado Senator Cory 
Gardner’s finest moment, he was 
among the first to denounce this 
travesty. “Call this white suprema-
cism,” Gardner said during an in-
terview Sunday morning with Jake 
Tapper on CNN. 

“This is white nationalism evil 
and let the country hear it. Let the 
world hear it. It’s something that 
needs to come from the Oval Office. 
This White House needs to do it to-
day. 

“This president has done so 
when people have driven trucks 
through crowds in Europe. He’s 
called it radical Islamic terrorism. 
He should use this opportunity to-
day to say (Charlottesville) is ter-
rorism. This is domestic terrorism.” 

Senator Gardner went on to 
say the issue shouldn’t be about po-
litical affiliation, rather “common 
sense” and “dignity for human life.” 
He added there is responsibility in 
all Americans to put an end to hate.

However, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell (D-KY) 
and House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-
WI) were cowardly mute as usual 
when it comes to criticizing the 
president, issuing critical but gener-
ally unremarkable statements. 

Corporations desert Mr. 
Trump en masse

What must have shocked Mr. 
Trump more was that chief execu-
tives of major corporations plus big 
labor started haemorrhaging so 
badly that he shut down his coveted 
business councils before it looked 
like a mass desertion. Didn’t make 
any difference, though, as the media 
narrative called it for what it was, 
mass desertion. 

The Congressional upshot
This political chaos has rami-

fications. The good point to make is 
that other than the essential appro-
priation bills dealing with raising 
the debt ceiling and a basic budget 
needed to keep the government run-
ning for the next 90 days (or more if 
the GOP sees sense and doesn’t try 
to make cuts to entitlements), the 
remaining agenda of the president 
is in trouble. 

Tax reform and the border wall 
are policies,which, if they don’t get 
through this year, are dead for 2018. 
Generally, September in year one 
of a presidency begins the off-year 
election for the following year. Mem-
bers of the House of Representative 
are thinking about re-election cam-
paigns so their minds are generally 
half at home and half in DC. This 
all adds to the swirl as the Trump 
disaster tries to keep functioning. 

Charlottesville Part 2
I was watching the CNN cov-

erage of the street confrontation 

and saw the car ram the other sta-
tionary vehicles, catapulting into a 
crowd, which killed Heather Heyer 
and injured 19 others. To my mind 
this was the desired outcome and 
why the KKK and the Nazi party 
followers cheer over the incident. 

This was a tragedy, which 
called for Mr. Trump to demonstrate 
leadership and lead the nation in 
mourning and denunciation of the 
hate and the racism. He failed as 
usual. For any other president this 
would be a political gift. You know 
President Obama would be down 
there and be mourner in chief and 
attend the funeral and speak for the 
nation, but not Mr. Trump. Again 
his action cheapened the office of 
President. 

I was in Charlottesville, Vir-
ginia in July 1988. I was working 
for Greenpeace USA in DC. It was 
one of my many weekend excur-
sions traveling to Civil War battle-
fields while reading Shelby Foote’s 
three-volume history on the major 
19th-century schism that still has 
resonance with many. If you want 
to understand America, I reasoned, 
then understanding why this hor-
rific war which divided families still 
incites passions one hundred and 
fifty-two years since hostilities end-
ed seemed essential. 

I stood in front of the stat-
ure of Robert E. Lee in Lee Park, 
as it was called then, after driv-
ing through Richmond. Most of the 
major civil war battles were fought 
in and around the Old Dominion 
State, so Charlottesville was on the 
list for a visit. 

Charlottesville was a quiet and 
leafy campus town, home to the Uni-
versity of Virginia, as I remember it. 
So when the news of the torchlight 
parade and the street confrontation 
on August 11 and 12 erupted, I un-
derstood why the Klu Klux Klan and 
the other alt-right groups targeted 
the town. They were looking for con-
frontation and they knew this was a 
bastion of liberalism in a largely con-
servative state. 

Stephen K. Bannon gets 
the shaft

It was rumored for months 
that Mr. Bannon was going to get 
the shaft, but like most of this weak 
president’s wishy-washiness over 
staff decisions, his fears of what Mr. 
Bannon would do or say if was fired 
caused hesitation. But when the ax 
fell on Friday afternoon August 18, 
it was a major shift. The rumor is 
that his going was engineered by 
presidential advisor Jarrod Kush-
ner and White House Chief of Staff 
John Kelly.

The immediate cause was an 
interview Mr. Bannon did with the 
liberal journal The American Pros-
pect. Editor Robert Kuttner had 
an on-the-record conversation with 
the former chief strategist which he 
published August 16. He said things 

The Washington Beat
Your military junta at work
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that would add to Mr. Trump’s 
heartburn.

And heartburn it will cause 
him. Within hours of Bannon’s fir-
ing it was announced that he would 
resume his position at Breitbart 
News website, and how he was go-
ing to use that position.

In an interview with the right-
wing Weekly Standard, Mr. Bannon 
said, “The Trump presidency that 
we fought for, and won, is over. We 
still have a huge movement, and we 
will make something of this Trump 
presidency. But that presidency is 
over. It’ll be something else. And 
there’ll be all kinds of fights, and 
there’ll be good days and bad days, 
but that presidency is over.”

We shall see. 
The Bannon interview in 

the American Prospect
The lengthy interview can be 

read on the website, but two things 
caught my eye. 

On North Korea: “Contrary 
to Trump’s threat of fire and fury, 
Bannon said: ‘There’s no military 
solution [to North Korea’s nuclear 
threats], forget it. Until somebody 
solves the part of the equation that 
shows me that ten million people in 
Seoul don’t die in the first 30 min-
utes from conventional weapons, 
I don’t know what you’re talking 
about, there’s no military solution 
here, they got us.’”

On China: “Bannon went on 
to describe his battle inside the ad-
ministration to take a harder line 
on China trade, and not to fall into 
a trap of wishful thinking in which 
complaints against China’s trade 
practices now had to take a back-
seat to the hope that China, as hon-
est broker, would help restrain Kim.

‘“We’re at economic war with 
China,” he added. “It’s in all their 
literature. They’re not shy about 
saying what they’re doing. One of 
us is going to be a hegemon in 25 
or 30 years and it’s gonna be them 
if we go down this path. On Korea, 
they’re just tapping us along. It’s 
just a sideshow.”

His comment on China I agree 
with, except Mr. Trump missed it. 
Mr. Trump was busy trying to im-
press Xi Jinping when the Chinese 

President paid a state visit the 
president at Mar-al-Lago earlier 
this year. Too busy impressing Mr. 
Xi with his usual bombast and flat-
tery, Mr. Trump didn’t pay atten-
tion to what Mr. Xi has been doing. 

The People’s Republic has 
marched with the “One Belt-One 
Road” policy and it doesn’t include 
the United States. When you watch 
the Chinese State Television net-
work, which I do, One Belt-One 
Road is the economic message. Yes, 
it is propaganda but 67 nations 
thought it was important to show 
up in Beijing earlier this year to 
initiate the policy. This is the trade 
war Mr. Bannon sees that the US 
should be taking on. If it’s a trade 
war, then China has the upper hand 
and America is in deep trouble. 

China 
The White House announced 

on Friday, August 18 that the presi-
dent had instructed the US Trade 
Representative Robert Lighthizer 
to investigate trade practices of the 
People’s Republic of China. This 
pompous piece of policy is designed 
to bring China to heel and do Mr. 
Trump’s bidding to get more favour-
able terms for US corporations who 
do business with the PRC and to 
respect American intellectual prop-
erty rights. 

However, as serious as China 
appears concerned about this in 
public, privately it really doesn’t 
give a rat’s ass about US concerns. 
The PRC will likely say yes to any-
thing the US demands and take its 
time in implementing any agree-
ment that the US might negoti-
ate. It’s just that US trade is not a 
Chinese priority right now and if it 
wants to tie trade negotiations up 
in knots it will do so.

The Chinese priority for the 
next 30 years, which is how China 
views trade policy and most po-
litical events with the Wàiguó rén/
foreigners, is to be the dominant 
trading power replacing the US as 
number one in the world. 

The White House really hasn’t 
grasped China’s grand strategy 
“One Belt—One Road.” It’s policy 
that has been under way for the 
better part of two years now, but be-

cause of the TPP negotiations, was 
largely ignored. OBOR, as it is re-
ferred to, is to develop trading and 
investment activities around the 
globe, in particular in Asia, Africa, 
Europe and South America, ignor-
ing the United States. 

To the “One Belt—One Road” 
summit May 12-15 which 57 coun-
tries attended, we sent the National 
Security Council Special Advisor on 
Asia as an observer. However, the 
appointment of Ambassador Ligh-
thizer on May 15—the last day of 
the conference—came too late to try 
and keep astride of China’s plan, 
which is designed to challenge our 
trade hegemony. 

Given the political chaos in 
the White House and its inability to 
govern decisively, it’s unlikely any 
cohesive policy—other than trying 
to take President Xi head on—will 
be formulated to challenge China’s 
trading ambition. Confronting Mr 
Xi head on is a losing negotiation 
because, it should be remembered, 
China has more economic weaponry 
in its hands than we do. 

The big mistake the Trump ad-
ministration made right from the get-
go was to treat he PRC as the enemy. 
This was a major part of the Bannon 
doctrine, which Mr. Trump bought 
into. It is a misperception by US eco-
nomic pundits “that China needs us 
more than we need them.” This is a 
fallacy that will cost us dearly.

He wants war with Iran
Mr. Trump hatred of Moslems 

extends particularly to the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The Iran deal 
was front and center of his hatred 
of Moslems during his presidential 
campaign. 

Killing the Iran nuclear deal 
is part of his agenda. Mr. Trump 
clearly wants a war with Iran if he 
can keep it local, meaning he com-
plies with the fervent wish of the 
Prime Minister of Israel, Binyamin 
Netanyahu, who sees Iran as an ex-
istential threat to the Jewish state’s 
survival. 

By revoking the deal the US 
deems—as far as Mr. Trump is con-
cerned—that Iran is in violation of 
the terms of the agreement and so 
declare it null and void. The action 
then moves to Congress to re-apply 
and possibly strengthen US sanc-
tions. 

In response Iran will resume 
its program of making weapons-
grade plutonium. Iran rightly will 
feel justified that they have fulfilled 
in good faith their part under the 
agreement. But Iran gets the upper 
hand in world opinion.

The agreement has been veri-
fied by the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency of the UN since it went 
into force. Revocation of the agree-
ment will affirm in Tehran that the 
US is the two-faced infidel the mul-
lahs of Iran’s Supreme Council had 
always suspected. 

As trust will no longer exist, 
Tehran would feel free to rightly 
assess that any further attempts to 
curtail the program by Mr. Trump’s 
successors is not worth their while 
to consider. The plus side for Iran 
is that England, France, Germany, 
Russia and China will not follow 
the US in applying sanctions. They 
are fully embarked in making huge 
investments in Iran. They will take 
the opportunity to further fill the 
void US corporations leave as they 
are forced to depart.

Afghanistan
On August 21 Mr Trump tried 

to make a major foreign policy front 
and center of the daily narrative. In 
an address to the nation he outlined 
a “new direction” for our longest 
war. 

Trump’s top national secu-
rity advisers all agree the only way 
they’ll win their missions in Af-
ghanistan is to modestly increase 
troop levels, keep training the Af-
ghan military, and keep a strong 
CIA and special forces presence to 
run aggressive counter-terrorism 
operations.

The junta sees two missions:
1. “Operation Resolute Sup-

port”: While the Trump adminis-
tration is explicitly repudiating 
both the idea and the phrase “na-
tion building,” ORS is a train, ad-
vise and assist mission to help the 
Afghan army fight the Taliban. It’s 
meant to help keep the government 
from collapsing while reversing Tal-
iban gains.

2. Counter-terrorism mis-
sion—primarily to eradicate Al-
Qaeda, ISIS-K and other terrorist 
groups from Afghanistan. 

Good luck with that. Just looks 
like wasting more blood and treas-
ure. The “graveyard of empires,” as 
Afghanistan has been referred to for 
centuries, is as true today as it ever 
was.

Consequences of Mr. 
Trump’s Phoenix speech

The very divisive and hos-
tile 77-minute rant delivered by 
Mr. Trump on August 22 was a 
campaign speech—paid for by the 
Trump Re-election Campaign—that 
displayed how unstable this presi-
dent is. It was a declaration that Mr. 
Trump would not change his ways.

The furor that followed the 
speech brought out condemnation 
across the board, from Democrats, 
most Republicans and independ-
ents.

The most telling criticism 
came from James Clapper, the for-
mer Director of National Intelli-
gence and the former head of the 
Defence Intelligence Agency. He 
said, “I really question his ability to 
be—his fitness to be—in this office, 
and I also am beginning to wonder 
about his motivation for it.”

General Clapper said he found 
the President’s rally “downright 
scary and disturbing.” Adding, 
“How much longer does the country 
have to, to borrow a phrase, endure 
this nightmare?”

Voicing worry that Mr. Trump 
has control of the nuclear codes, he 
said, “In a fit of pique he decides to 
do something about Kim Jong Un, 
there’s actually very little to stop 
him,” Clapper said. “The whole 
system is built to ensure rapid re-
sponse if necessary. So there’s very 
little in the way of controls over ex-
ercising a nuclear option, which is 
pretty damn scary.”

In my experience retired intel-
ligence officers never actually retire 
in that they are always on call, so 
General Clapper’s remarks were 
not a warning but a declaration that 
the intelligence agencies see that 
protecting America and serving 
this president are no longer synony-
mous. It means a covert declaration 
of war exists and that if the intel-
ligence services deem it necessary 
to overthrow the president for the 
good of the United States, they will.

We will see how this plays 
out, particularly with Christopher 
Steele’s Trump Russian Dossier. 

And the beat goes on. 
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Voting Rights Roundup
Is election integrity a euphemism  
for voter suppression?

by Lisa Cyriacks
2017 may be an off-year elec-

tion but people have voting on 
their minds.

Between June 28 and July 
14 about 5,300 Coloradans with-
drew their voter registration af-
ter Trump’s Presidential Advisory 
Commission on Election Integrity 
requested personal information on 
voters. (Note: there are 3.7 million 
registered voters in Colorado.)

The Election Commission 
chaired by Vice President Mike 
Pence and led by Kansas Secre-
tary of State Kris Kobach (Vice 
Chair), requested from all 50 
Secretaries of State: “the full and 
last names of all registrants, mid-
dle names or initials if available, 
addresses, dates of birth, political 
party (if recorded in your state), 
last four digits of social security 
number if available, voter histo-
ry (elections voted in) from 2006 
onward, active/inactive status, 
cancelled status, information re-
garding any felony convictions, 
information regarding voter reg-
istration in another state, infor-
mation regarding military status, 
and overseas citizen information.”

The Election Commission’s 
stated purposed for requesting 
the information is to analyze vul-
nerabilities and issues related to 
voter registration and voting. 

After lawsuits filed by the 
American Civil Liberties Union, 
the Lawyers’ Committee on Civil 
Rights, the Electronic Privacy In-
formation Center, and Public Citi-
zen, the Election Commission sent 
a follow-up email from VP Mike 
Pence’s office to hold off on send-
ing the voter data. The last week 
in July, a federal court in Washing-
ton DC declined a request to halt 
the process and Secretary of State 
Wayne Williams sent the voter 
data on August 1.

Coloradans’ decision to with-
draw their registration stands out 
from other states that have not 
seen an increase in voters cancel-
ling their registration.

Colorado Secretary of State 
Wayne Williams provided the 
Presidential Election Commission 
with only information that would 
be publicly available to anyone—
voter’s full name, address, year of 
birth, voter status (active or inac-
tive), and whether they are a mili-
tary or overseas voter.

Williams also sent a nine-
page response with his comments 
on how the Election Commission 
can support local and state elec-
tion administrators. 

One topic he identified is 
security vulnerabilities in vote 
tabulation equipment. Williams 
joined other Secretaries of State 
in criticizing the Department of 
Homeland Security that the fed-
eral government, which identified 
vulnerabilities in local jurisdic-
tions during the 2016 election, 
failed to inform states’ chief elec-
tion officials.

The Department of Home-
land Security had testified be-
fore the US Senate Intelligence 

Committee that more than half 
of states’ elections systems had 
been infiltrated in 2016. While all 
system owners had been informed 
of the breech, hardly any state 
or local election officials were in-
formed.

Democrats have objected to 
the Election Commission and pri-
marily Kris Kobach’s role. Kobach 
is responsible for a program called 
Interstate Crosscheck, a program 
that compares voter registration 
records from multiple states to 
check for duplicate voter registra-
tions and possible double voting.

Because of Kobach’s parti-
san background, his work has 
been suspect among some Demo-
crats. Voting rights advocates say 
Crosscheck makes it easier for eli-
gible voters to be wrongly purged 
from voter rolls. Results from the 
program have been challenged in 
the courts and found to be illegal.

Allegations of voter fraud, 
however, often prove to be greatly 
exaggerated.  Voter fraud is when 
a voter knowingly votes more 
than once, votes using a fake 
identity, sells their vote, or votes 
when they are actually ineligible. 
Election fraud extends that defi-
nition to include voter suppres-
sion, stuffing the ballot box, forg-
ing absentee ballots, falsifying 
tallies, or voter intimidation.

President Donald Trump has 
repeatedly, and falsely, claimed 
millions voted illegally in the 
2016 General Election. Yet time 
after time, examination of voter 
fraud claims reveal that such 
fraud is very rare.

Saguache County Clerk 
Carla Gomez reports that in Sa-
guache County thirty-eight (38) 
mail ballots with questionable 
signatures were turned over to 
the District Attorney’s office for 
investigation. Of these 38, twen-
ty-one responded to the DA and 
resolved their signatures; 15 did 
not respond; and two voters met 
with the investigator in person 
and resolved their signatures. 
(Note: 2,950 ballots were cast in 
Saguache County.)

Colorado Secretary of State 
Wayne Williams reports that in 
the 2016 general election, thou-
sands of mail ballots were rejected 
for signature discrepancies, miss-
ing signatures or identification. 
Specifically, 16,209 ballots were 
rejected for signature discrepan-
cies, 2,606 were never signed, and 
2,593 were missing identification. 
Since 2005, eighteen persons were 
convicted of voter fraud in Colora-
do. (Note: 2,855,960 ballots were 
cast in the State of Colorado.)

In the midst of this climate 
of voter suppression, Colorado 
voters approved open primaries 
in the 2016 General Election. For 
the first time, all voters will have 
access to the primaries—not just 
those who are registered Demo-
crats or Republicans. 

Why is this important? Colo-
rado’s more than 1 million official-
ly unaffiliated voters now outnum-
ber Republicans and Democrats in 

the state. Both parties have about 
900,000 registered voters.

Secretary of State Wayne 
Williams says unaffiliated voters 
will get two ballots in the mail in 
the spring before primary elec-
tions: a Republican and a Demo-
cratic slate. A current draft of 
rules states that unaffiliated vot-
ers will get to choose which pri-
mary to vote in, but they can’t 
vote in both.

Colorado always ranks in the 
top five in the nation in both voter 
turnout and the percentage of eligi-
ble Coloradans who are registered 

to vote. Secretary of State Wayne 
Williams informed the Election 
Commission that this year Colora-
do will implement a scientific risk 
limiting audit to further assure 
voters that their votes are counted 
and reported accurately.

His final comment to the 
Election Commission,  “Neither 
the federal government nor any 
other entity can make any change 
in Colorado’s voter rolls.” —a re-
minder that the official voter rolls 
of Colorado remain in the control 
and custody of the Secretary of 
State’s office. 

Isadora Storey and Barry Monroe sing their hearts out in Matie Belle’s fantastic garden 
during the Garden and Art Tour, held at various locations throughout Crestone and the 
Baca Sunday, August 13.      photo by Lori Nagel

A shot of Kizzen Lakai and Janet Woodman’s amazing home garden in Crestone during 
the Garden and Art Tour August 13.      photo by Lori Nagel

Ron Dessain shares his artistic scenic photography in the form of prints and cards in 
Matie Belle Lakish’s garden.      photo by Lori Nagel
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by Emmy Savage
The following account is part 

of a series about walking in the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains as 
spiritual practice.  This fall, I will 
be doing more hikes and writing 
about them when the weather is 
cooler and more stable.  The beetle 
kill devastation on the Willow Lake 
hike is heartbreaking but it is still 
a beautiful hike and probably at its 
loveliest in September and October 
when the Aspen begin to turn and 
the Willows in the upper valley are 
turning from green to russet and 
ochre.  Father Eric Haarer, Connie 
Bielecki, Sarah and I did this hike 
a year ago in September and went 
all the way to the upper lake.  

Willow Lake, July 17, 2017
Today I 

have a visitor 
from Maryland 
and we are hik-
ing to the top of 
the falls above 
Willow Lake.  It 
is going to be a 
hot day—eighty-
two degrees—
with thunder-
storms forecast 
for the afternoon.  
We leave the trail 
head at 7am and 
hope to avoid the 
latter if not the 
heat.  We make 
good time, stop-
ping now and 
then to talk with 
other hikers and 
members of the 
Rocky Mountain 
Field Institute 
who are camped at the lake for a 
month in order to build a new trail 
to Kit Carson’s summit.  We arrive 
at the lake at 10:45 and stop at a 
sunny rock to eat our lunch and 
gaze across the lake to the falls.  
There is no denying that today the 
beauty of the lake is compromised.  
The trees on either side of the val-
ley below the lake and those sur-
rounding it are now about eighty-
five per cent dead or dying.  I apply 
a kind of mental filter so that I see 
only the beauty of the rocks, the 
sky, the peaks, the low-lying veg-
etation, the surface of the lake with 
its mountain colors of blue and grey 
and green and white. 

 After lunch, we begin 
the ascent to the top of the falls.  
Thanks to another summer project 
by the Field Institute, there is now 
a new trail across the boulder field 
on the north side of the lake and we 
climb rapidly and with ease.  At the 
top of the falls we come to a shelf 

of red conglomerate and cross the 
rushing creek that drains the up-
per lake and valley.  Now, far above 
tree line, we are removed from the 
devastation below and can only 
rejoice in the staggering beauty of 
the fourteen thousand-foot peaks, 
the bluest of blue skies and the 
radiance of water and light.  My 
friend takes pictures while my dog, 
Sarah, and I nap before we begin 
our way back home.  As we leave, 
I only minimally register that Sa-
rah doesn’t drink at the creek.  Nor 
does she drink much at any of the 
small and large tributary creeks 
we cross on our way down the trail.  
She doesn’t even drink at the last 
crossing before we begin a series of 
switch backs through the tinder-

dry dead and dying forest.  Shade 
is minimal.  I think about a book 
I am reading that claims trees 
are sentient beings.  If they are, I 
think, this beetle kill blight must 
be a terrible way to die, sap oozing 
from the trees’ sides like blood and 
tears.  From time to time we stop in 
what shade we can to cool and rest.  
But Sarah is not behaving like she 
normally does, she’s not running 
ahead to find shade and wait for me 
to catch up.  She stays right at my 
heel and seems oblivious to wheth-
er we are in shade or sun.  About 
the time we descend to the last 
switch back above the meadow all 
the clues and warning signs come 
together.  I stop and turn and find 
Sarah glassy eyed.  She begins to 
stagger and convulse.  I grab her 
and between tears and sobs, I hold 
her until she quiets.  I offer her wa-
ter but she refuses to drink.  I pour 
my remaining water over her head 
and carry her down to the creek.  

It is hot and buggy but I don’t feel 
either.  I stand her in a quiet pool 
under the Aspens and at last she 
takes a long drink.  Then I scoop 
water onto her head, her shoul-
ders, her back and belly and then 
she gives herself a shake.  The way 
back up to the main trail is steep 
and hot and after I carry her a 
short way, I have to put her down.  
But she seems okay now and slowly 
the three of us piece our way across 
the last glaring shade-free stretch 
until we come to the top of a rise 
and enter forest again, such as it is, 
and descend the last slope to home.  
Behind us we hear the rumble of 

thunder and it 
begins to rain.  
By the time 
we are back at 
the car, we are 
soaked to the 
skin but I don’t 
care if I’m wet.  
Sarah has re-
vived, her tem-
perature low-
ered, and she 
seems like her 
old bouncy self.  

 
After the 1938 
New England 
hurricane tore 
through my 
grandfather’s 
farm and 
ripped down 
the old growth 
trees that had 

stood for centuries on his family’s 
land, it was said he never went up 
into the west wood again.  After 
this hike, my heart is also heavy 
about  trees and about almost los-
ing Sarah.  It is a heaviness I can’t 
shake.  But I plan to take my son up 
above Willow Falls when he visits 
this fall—to visit that radiant place 
one more time.  On Transfiguration 
Sunday Father Eric talks about ra-
diance, about how we must come 
down from the mountain and leave 
the radiance behind us.  But we can 
still carry it in our hearts, he says, 
it can still light our way home.
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Upper Willow Valley,  
a radiant place

Looking back down the valley.

Willow Lake and upper valley.

Emmy and Sarah on a hike to upper Willow in 2016.

Father Eric Haarer and Connie Bieleke hiking to upper Willow in 
2016.
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by Kim Malville
September 1: Look to the 

southwest about 45 minutes after 
sunset. Jupiter will be close to the 
horizon and Spica will be below it. 
Above, some 20 degrees away, will 
be brilliant Arcturus.

September 6: Full moon
September 11: Just after 

sunset look for Jupiter and Spica 
close together.

September 22: Equinox at 
2:02 MDT. Look for a shin crescent 
moon after sunset above Jupiter. 

September 26: The moon 
will be above Saturn. 

Ancient people may have 
seen a solar eclipse as inspir-
ing, not frightening 

Millions of people gazed at 
the great American eclipse this Au-
gust 21, shooting photographs and 
taking selfies. A thousand years 
ago, early Pueblo people living in 
Chaco Canyon may have captured 
their experience with a total solar 
eclipse by creating a petroglyph 
consisting of a circle with looping 
streamers that resemble the sun’s 
outer atmosphere, or corona.  

Not only may the petro-
glyph depict a solar eclipse, but 
they may also have watched the 
sun undergoing an eruption of 
plasma called a coronal mass ejec-
tion (CME). Many scholars have 
claimed that eclipses were under-
stood to be ominous omens in the 
past.  For instance, in Babylon, 
astrologers warned that a king 
might die during an eclipse. To 
prevent that from happening, a 
king would be replaced by a com-
moner for a few days around the 
time of the eclipse. Once the dan-
ger had passed, the king would 
be returned to the throne.  There 
was reportedly one occasion when 
the king died when accidentally 
drinking something that was too 
hot, and the commoner continued 
as king.

I’m not convinced that every-
one in the past experienced eclips-
es as fearsome. The sun does go 
out, to be sure, and some may have 
feared that it would never return. 
Others may have been concerned 
about a diminishing of the sun’s 
power. But, for those who stayed 
outside and looked closely at the 
pearly white corona with its in-
tricate filaments, the view should 
have been glorious. 

If indeed 
the petro-
glyph in Chaco depicts an eclipse, 
the experience may have been 
more celebratory than frightening. 
That eclipse lasted a little more 
than 4 minutes, and someone may 
have remained outside during the 
eclipse, not closing their eyes, turn-
ing their back on the sun, or run-
ning inside. Perhaps they initially 
sketched the sight with charcoal on 
the rock face. They may have made 
a record to depict the extraordinary 
sight of the corona, like nothing 
they had seen. This was the only 
eclipse to cross Chaco Canyon dur-
ing the height of the Chaco culture, 
and they viewed for the first time 
another feature of the all-powerful 
sun, perhaps understood as a living 
being who was even more mysteri-
ous than they imagined. 

I first saw the petroglyph in 
1992, while leading a field school 
on archaeoastronomy with Jim 
Judge, then a professor of anthro-
pology at Fort Lewis College. It 
seemed strangely familiar.  

Some people might see it as a 
tick or a spider, but to a solar as-
tronomer it struck me as similar 
to photographs of coronal mass 
ejections which, when they hit the 
earth, produce auroral displays, 
magnetic storms, and disruption 
of electrical networks. That was 
some 25 years ago. Over the years, 
the petroglyph has generated mild 
interest. I discussed it at several 
meetings, published it in my book 
on prehistoric astronomy of the 
southwest, but it must have seemed 
arcane and academic, unrelated to 
anything in today’s world.  Now, 
this modest petroglyph is getting 
lots of attention.

 In 2014, Professor José 
Vaquero of the University of Ex-
tremadura in Cáceres, Spain col-
laborated with me in analyzing 
the petroglyph. We knew that an 
eclipse had occurred that was vis-
ible in Chaco Canyon on July 11, 
1097, but what was the possibility 
that the sun was active and pro-
ducing CMEs around that time? 
We investigated other surrogate 
indicators of solar activity, such as 
days during the year when an auro-
ra was visible in northern Europe, 
detection of large sunspots, and the 
amount of carbon 14 in tree rings. 
Each of these pointed to high levels 
of activity on the sun in 1097. We 
presented these results in a confer-
ence in Athens and wrote them up 
for the Journal of Mediterranean 
Archaeology and Archaeometry, 
published by the University of the 
Aegean in Rhodes. 

If our interpretation is correct, 
the careful depiction of the eclipse 
suggest the observers considered 
it to be celebratory rather than 
frightening, something beautiful 
instead of catastrophic. We experi-
enced such a celebratory eclipse on 
June 30, 1973, in Kenya, when we 
camped at the eastern edge of Lake 
Turkana among Turkana, Sambu-
ru, and El Molo tribes. This partic-
ular eclipse lasted seven minutes, 
an unusually long time, and the lo-

cals had a chance to see the beauty 
of the corona during totality. After-
ward, the tribes visited our camp 
for the first time and performed 
dances to celebrate the eclipse and 
to thank us. The Kenya govern-
ment had been concerned about our 
safety, but there was no need. After 
the dances, we introduced them to 
the party game of stepping through 
broomsticks, substituting spears 

for broomsticks. All of us 
ended up falling on the 
ground as we tried to step 
through the spears. These 
stern warriors with their 
razor-sharp spears, whom 
we feared as we walked 
past them on our way to 
our telescopes, became 
laughing players in our 
games.

I suspect that the 
1097 eclipse in Chaco 
Canyon may have stirred 
a similar appreciation of 
the beauty of an eclipse 
in the residents of Chaco 
Canyon. After 1100, the 
people built ten so-called 
Great Houses, (such as 
Wijiji and Kin Kletso) 
which are located at 

spots that provide dramatic views 
of the rising or setting sun at win-
ter or summer solstice. There is 
the possibility that the glory of 
that experience for the people liv-
ing in Chaco in 1097 resulted in 
an increased reverence for the sun 
and a religious revival evidenced 
by the careful placing of these new 
Great Houses.

Piedra del Sol as seen from the east.     photo by Kim Malville

Possible petroglyph depicting the total 
eclipse of 1097 with a coronal mass ejec-
tion in progress.           
 photo by Kim Malville

Coronal mass ejection (CME) from space.  
 photo courtesy of NASA
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
For a long time in his 20s Jer-

emiah Bayes believed that living 
in out-of-the-way villages in Third 
World countries, helping fami-
lies and villagers through things 
like digging wells, building struc-
tures, and working in an orphan-
age, was a way to pay forward the 
privilege of being 
born American. 
After nine months 
of immersion in 
daily village life 
in Costa Rica, 
Nicaragua, and 
Guatemala, hitch-
hiking wherever 
he went, he had 
fallen in love with 
the Central Amer-
ican culture and 
people. “The thing 
that hit me hard-
est was: When 
people have noth-
ing, they have a 
richness that we 
(in this country) 
don’t have,” he 
says.

Then he got 
a “wild hair” and 
decided to do the 
same thing in Africa. Without re-
searching his destination he bought 
a one-way ticket to Zimbabwe, tak-
ing his dog along. It was an entirely 
different experience. Complicated, 
costly red tape made it impossible 
to travel between countries as he’d 
intended. Moreover, he arrived at 
a moment when the Zimbabwean 
government, in concert with Amer-
ican business interests, was at-
tempting to stifle rebellion against 
capitalist colonialism. Tourism, the 
country’s primary economy, was 
shut down. “There was poverty like 
I had never seen before,” he says.

Stepping off a bus at Victoria 
Falls, Jeremiah was immediately 
surrounded by dozens of desperate 
people who had not seen a tourist 
in months. With no money to accept 
their pleading offers of safari-style 
tours, he ended up befriending and 
living for a month with a man and 
his wife and baby in a tiny plastic 
shack, helping by giving them film 
to sell. He spent seven months in 
Zimbabwe, hitchhiking from high-
land to desert villages, often where 
no one spoke English. When he 
returned to the United States, his 
view of what he considered his path 
of service had profoundly changed. 
Previously he wanted to help di-
rectly in countries suffering the 
effects of American corporate con-
sumer culture. Now, through the 
example of how he lives, he would 
work toward making a difference 
at the source, in his home country.

Beyond the Midwest
Even before setting out at 

age 20 on what became nine years 
of travel—to California, Colorado, 
Central America and Africa—Jer-
emiah felt out of place in the land 
of his birth. Raised in a Cincinnati 
suburb, he shuttled between di-

vorced parents and changed schools 
13 times by his high school senior 
year. The one anchor in his life was 
an uncle who owned a construction 
business and for whom Jeremiah 
worked every summer starting 
at age 13. “He was the strictest, 
meanest guy as a boss. I was not 
his biggest fan at that point, but 

I admired him and looked up to 
him,” Jeremiah says. Later he un-
derstood the enormity of what his 
uncle had taught him, including a 
strong work ethic and sense of in-
tegrity in the quality of his work, 
along with carpentry and building 
skills.

Jeremiah’s first glimpse out-
side the “standard blue collar 
Midwest mentality” came via LSD 
and the discovery that there was 
“a whole other way of perceiving,” 
he says. At 19 he moved to Salt 
Lake City to live with an aunt and 
there encountered Toby, a longtime 
backpacking hitchhiker and the 
first “alternative person” he’d met. 
They became friends and traveled 
together for eight months, first on 
the West Coast, then ending up 
in Crested Butte. From there Jer-
emiah began a pattern that lasted 
several years: staying someplace—
often Crestone—long enough to 
work and save money, then trave-
ling until he needed to make money 
again. All the while he was reading 
spiritual teachings and becoming 
clearer about his path.

Building a life in Crestone
In 2005 Jeremiah returned to 

Crestone, this time to settle down. 
He became one of the founders of 
the EarthStar Co-Evolutionary 
Café. He lived in a tipi and helped 
build a house on Adam Kinney’s 
land in town and for a time pur-
sued a dream of sustainable, com-
munal living. Then he got a horse 
and the desire to travel returned. 
He and Adam set off on a 2,000-
mile, 6½-month horseback journey 
intended as a pledge drive to ben-
efit the Hopi and Navajo tribes and 
the Crestone freebox. The fundrais-
ing aspect didn’t pan out, but the 
ride was “profound and amazing,” 

Jeremiah says. Adam needed to 
return home partway into the jour-
ney and another Crestone friend, 
Chris Callaway, took his place, 
traveling on horseback through the 
rest of Arizona and New Mexico 
and returning to Colorado by way 
of the Continental Divide Trail.

Back in Crestone Jeremiah 
met Cora Wiker, with whom he 
became the father of two girls, 
Yanaba and Renata, now 8 and 4. 
He and Cora bought an unfinished 
house on Cottonwood Creek and 
Jeremiah has been working on fin-
ishing it while also doing carpentry 
and construction in Crestone/Baca. 
Although he and Cora separated, 
fatherhood remains central in his 
life. His favorite pastimes include 
his daughters—hiking, crafts, ex-
ploring the woods, and swimming 
in the creek near their house.

A father’s 
dreams

At 39, Jere-
miah is setting out 
on the next phase 
of his life, the be-
ginning of another 
“faith walk,” as he 
describes it. He 
hopes to establish 
a business build-
ing finely crafted, 
fully equipped 
tiny homes on 
trailers, for buyers 
in Colorado and 
beyond. “At this 
point in my career 
my skill level has 
gotten to where 
what most inter-
ests me is detailed 

and artful. I want to create artwork 
with wood, but practical things,” 
he says. Another dream is to spend 
time with his daughters in other 
cultures, perhaps in South Amer-
ica, exposing them while they’re 
young to some of what captured his 
own imagination and heart.

A couple of years ago Jeremiah 
built a beautiful raised seating plat-
form/loft in the office in my home. 
Instead of music, some days he 
worked to a CD of talks by non-du-
ality teacher Adyashanti. (“Only in 
Crestone,” I thought, smiling.) It’s a 
spiritual perspective that has guid-
ed him through adventurous travels 
and daily life, whether difficult or 
smooth. “What I keep coming back 
to is the place my first faith walk 
led to me to: not knowing, and com-
pletely letting go,” he says. “In the 
moment, my life is always blessed.”

Jeremiah Bayes:
Traveling and surrendering to the unknown

Who We Are

Jeremiah and his horse and dog cross the Great Sand Dunes at the start of a 2,000-mile 
horseback ride.

Jeremiah, Yanaba (left) and Renata dressed up for Halloween.    

Jeremiah holding baby Renata as he greets his horses.

Jeremiah Bayes’ daughters Renata and Yanaba.
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Achieving energy independence 
starts at home
A review of portable off-grid power supplies

by Kathryn Lorenz
Our energy task force group 

that came out of the Resilience 
Conference 2017 has been discuss-
ing everything from large scale 
community-wide energy indepen-
dence to small portable power op-
tions for a short-term power inter-
ruption event.  The focus here will 
be on research into small portable 
power supply options.  These are 
rechargeable portable battery 
packages that can be used to power 
small electronics like cell phones, 
computers and internet routers, 
some LED lights and possibly a 
refrigerator during a power outage 
(not all at once).  This investigation 
is intended for grid-tied SLVREC 
customers without an existing bat-
tery backup system in the event of 
a power loss.

Individuals must consider 
what is absolutely essential at the 
time of an outage since any backup 
system will severely limit what is 
supplied with power.  Things like 
heating and cooling require far 
too much power for a small bat-
tery storage device, and individu-
als should have alternate sources 
for cooking and heating should an 
event occur that renders current 
sources useless.  A smaller power 
storage device is going to provide 
temporary backup in the event of 
an emergency and should not be 
considered a a long-term outage so-
lution.  Because of their relatively 
low cost, these devices may provide 
some relief without a huge invest-
ment but will be limited in what 
they can do for you. 

A basic battery-based sys-
tem

All battery-based systems 
consist of 4 parts:  Electric input 
source (120V outlet, generator, 
wind or photovoltaic/PV), a charge 
controller (to manage the interface 
between the energy source and the 
batteries), batteries (for power stor-
age), and an inverter (for translat-
ing Direct Current or DC from PV 
panels and batteries to Alternat-
ing Current or AC which is stan-
dard household current). Multiple 
sources of energy input can be used 
together in a system to help keep 
batteries charged and healthy, each 
requiring its own specific equip-
ment.  

There are quite a few products 
currently available providing pre-
assembled battery, charge control-
ler and inverter.  All offer a vari-
ety of outputs including 12V plugs, 
USB ports and 120V AC outlets.  

They are all rechargeable through 
a standard 120V wall socket or 
generator. Additionally, most can 
be recharged through add-on solar 
modules.  Adding solar allows them 
to recharge for use over longer peri-
ods of time without grid- or gener-
ator-supplied input.  We looked at 
several of these to see if they sat-
isfy some of the basic needs as an 
emergency backup system for local 
residents who want to prepare for 
a grid failure or similar disaster 
event.  

Assumptions during pow-
er outages

1) To keep refrigerated food cold 
for 4 to 24 hrs. 

2) To provide communication de-
vices with power 

a. To recharge cell phones
b. To keep modems/routers oper-

ating during power outage
c. To keep computers charged 

and operational 
d. To power for land-line phones
3) To provide for minimal lighting
4) To provide for medical equip-

ment needs (careful evaluation for 
power required may dictate dedi-
cated power supply to these devices)

5) Gas cook stoves will be manu-
ally lit 

6) Electric stoves will not be op-
erational 

7) Heat will come from a source 
other than electricity

8) Cooling will not be maintained 
9) Well-pumping is too situation-

al to consider here   
What are the optional sys-

tems?
A scan of the internet comes 

up with many options for portable 
power in the 1200W to 1800W 
range with varied battery chem-
istries.  Something in this power 
range will usually provide enough 
power to operate a refrigerator for 
a short amount of time.  

Models considered were Goal 
Zero’s Yeti 1250 and Yeti 1400 Lith-
ium, Humless’ GO Plus, Kohler’s 
enCUBE1.8, WaganTECH’s Solar 
ePower Cube 1500, LionEnergy’s 
FTB Solar Kit, Nature Powerpak’s 
1800 Solar Generator, and Xan-
trex’s 1500W Power Pack. Most of 
these can be powered by multiple 
input sources such as PV, generator 
or 120V wall outlets.  The Wagan-
TECH Solar ePower Cube inter-
estingly incorporates 80W of solar 
panels in an unfolding go-bot con-
figuration.  

The spread sheet on this page 
cross references many of the char-
acteristics for each product, help-

ing to sort differences.  Yeti is prob-
ably the most recognizable of these 
products but there are other sup-
pliers with equally valid products 
that will work at a comparable or 
even lesser price.

The great battery de-
bate: Lead Acid vs Lithium Ion 
(LiCoO2); now Lithium Iron 
Phosphate (LiFePO4 or LFP) 

First determine what is the 
basic purpose of owning a system 
such as this.  If solely for backup 
in the event of an emergency, go-
ing with a Lithium-based battery 
system may be best.  Though more 
expensive, the lack of attention 
to the system in times when it is 
not required will far outweigh the 
higher cost.  

If one is using the system 
regularly and has a reliable source 
to recharge it on at least a semi-
monthly basis, then Lead Acid bat-
teries will work just fine, though 
they inherently are much heavier, 
take longer to recharge and have 
fewer cycles before requiring re-
placement than the Li-Ion or LFP 
battery.  

The LFP battery is the most 
recent iteration of the Lithium bat-

tery and provides the safest, most 
efficient, longest lasting, greatest 
temperature range of operation 
and least environmental impact of 
all batteries considered.  The only 
products reviewed that incorpo-
rated this battery technology were 
the Humless and the Lion Energy 
models.

Modified vs pure sine wave 
inverters

Another primary consider-
ation is the purity of the sine wave 
that the inverter produces.  The 
sine wave is referencing the out-
put voltage wave form.  A pure sine 
wave (PSW) indicates a smoother 
wave curve that allows for very low 
harmonic distortion and clean pow-
er, like utility-supplied electricity. 
Inductive loads such as microwave 
ovens and motors run faster, qui-
eter and cooler with PSW.  A modi-
fied sine wave (MSW) is a courser 
wave form that has historically 
been more economical than PSW 
inverters. MSW inverters have 
an advantage when the load is a 
simple induction load like a mo-
tor or a resistive load like a light 
bulb. MSW inverters will typically 
use DC more efficiently than their 
PSW counterparts. However, sensi-
tive electronics require PSW power 
to operate correctly. Price differen-
tials are less of a factor these days.

To determine which portable 
power supply to use as an emer-
gency backup, it is important to un-
derstand what is necessary to oper-
ate and how often the power supply 
is to be used.  If the intention is to 

continued on page B-5

PORTABLE	  POWER	  SUPPLY	  COMPARISONS

Model	  Name Energy	  Ra<ng Inverter Ba?ery	  Type Weight Warranty Cost	   Contact Notes:

Goal	  Zero	  Ye*	  1250 Lead	  Acid-‐AGM 103	  LBS 20	  hrs 300+	  at	  50% every	  3	  Mo's 12	  Hrs 1	  yr $1,600.00 $249.95 31901

Li-‐ion	  NMC 45.7	  Lbs 24hrs	   500	  to	  80% 14	  Hrs 1	  yr $1,800.00 $249.95 GZ38003

47.5	  Lbs 130W	  	  6-‐8	  Hrs 4	  Hrs 2500	  to	  100% 12	  Hrs	  (?) 1	  yr $2,019.00 (130W)	  $265 1.3

45.8	  Lbs 100W	  4-‐6	  hrs 2.5	  Hrs 2000	  to	  80% 4	  Hrs	   ? $2,000.00 $400	  

Lead	  Acid-‐AGM 76	  Lbs 24	  hrs 300+	  at	  50% every	  3	  Mo's 12	  Hrs	  (?) 90	  days $1,000.00 40409

Lead	  Acid-‐AGM 109	  Lbs 10-‐16	  Hrs 12	  Hrs 300+	  at	  50% every	  3	  Mo's 14	  Hrs 3	  yr $1,095.00 ENCUBE1.8

Lead	  Acid-‐AGM 116.6	  lbs 80W	  32.4	  Hrs 43.2	  hrs 300+	  at	  50% every	  3	  Mo's 9	  hrs	  (?) 2	  yr $1,300.00 80W	  Included EL2547

Lead	  Acid-‐AGM 60	  Lbs No	  Solar 24	  hrs 300+	  at	  50% every	  3	  Mo's 4	  Hrs 1	  yr $483.22 None amazon.com 802-‐1500

Time	  Solar	  
Recharge	  	  

Time	  
120V	  

Recharge
Life<me	  
Cycles

Charge	  
Frequency	  
(Shelf-‐Life)

Time	  for	  
18	  cu/S	  
fridge

Solar	  Panel	  
Cost	  (100W)	  

Model	  
Number

1200	  Wh	  (12V,	  
100Ah)

PSW	  -‐	  1200W/1500W	  
surge

100W	  	  24-‐48	  
Hrs goalzero.com

Total	  w/(2)	  Module	  Kit	  -‐	  
$2249.94,wheels,chainable

Goal	  Zero	  Ye*	  1400	  
Lithium

1425	  Wh	  (10.8V,	  
132Ah)

PSW	  -‐	  1500W/3000W	  
surge

100W	  	  27-‐55	  
Hrs

every	  10	  
Mo's goalzero.com

Total	  w/(2)	  Module	  Kit	  -‐	  $2449.90,	  
carry	  strap

Humless	  Go	  Plus	  
1500	  Series	  1.3

1300	  Wh(12.8V,	  
100Ah)

PSW	  -‐	  1500W/1599W	  
surge

LiFE	  -‐	  (Lithium	  
Iron	  Phosphate)

every	  12	  
Mo's humless.com

Total	  w/(2)	  Module	  Kit	  -‐	  $2559.00,	  
carry	  strap

Lion	  Energy	  FTB	  50	  
Generator	  Kit

600	  Wh	  (12V,	  
50Ah)

PSW	  -‐	  1500W/2000W	  
surge

LiFE	  -‐	  (Lithium	  
Iron	  Phosphate)

every	  12	  
Mo's

lionenergy.co
m

Op*onal	  100Ah	  (1200Wh)	  babery	  
pack	  ($1800)

Nature	  Powerpak	  
1800	  Solar	  Gen

1800W	  (12V,	  
80AH)

PSW	  -‐	  1440W/1800W	  
surge

120W	  24	  -‐48	  
Hrs

(120W)	  
&$400

northerntool.
com

Op*onal	  80Ah	  babery	  pack($500),	  
Separate	  Cart,	  (2)	  90W	  Module	  &	  
80Ah	  babery	  Kit	  -‐	  $2349.00

Kohler	  enCube1.8
1800W	  (12V,	  

100AH)
MSW	  -‐1440W/3600W	  

surge
(150W)	  
$399.99

northerntool.
com

Kit	  w/150W	  Module	  $1500,	  
wheels

Wagan	  Tech	  Solar	  
ePower	  Cube	  1500	  
Plus

1500W	  (12V,	  
100Ah)

MSW	  -‐1500W/3600W	  
Surge

northerntool.
com

Can	  add	  solar	  modules	  up	  to	  
300W	  total

Xantrex	  1500W	  
Power	  Pack

1350W(11.25V,5
1	  Ah)

MSW	  -‐1350W/3000W	  
surge

Wheels,	  solar	  linkable	  but	  not	  
supplied

Note:	  This	  comparison	  is	  based	  on	  informa4on	  obtained	  from	  the	  internet	  and	  is	  not	  necessarily	  exact.	  	  Unit	  prices	  vary	  greatly	  depending	  on	  discounted	  and	  bundled	  sales.	  	  All	  systems	  use	  12V	  baAeries.	  PSW	  =	  Pure	  Sine	  Wave,	  MSW	  =	  Modified	  Sine	  Wave

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Awakening into Unity: Green 
automobiles of the future 

by Lee Temple
Another excerpt from Lee’s 

new book, Awakening into Unity, 
a comprehensive, richly illustrated 
compendium of the entire Global 
Awakening series, and a powerful 
healing balm for these troubled, 
turbulent times:

Turning now to electric ve-
hicles, the Nissan Leaf has hon-
ors as the best-selling electric car 
by brand in the world today. Over 
200,000 Leafs have been sold in 46 
countries. As of September 2015, 
there are over 30 all-electric mod-
els of cars and vans for retail sale 
in the U.S., China, Japan, and Eu-
rope. As of early 2016, over 620,000 
EVs have been sold worldwide with 
over a million total plug-in vehicles 
on the road since 2008. Electric ve-
hicle sales are strongest in China, 
where over 188,000 EVs were sold, 
as compared to over 116,000 in the 
U.S. Tesla Motor’s Model S, re-
leased in June 2012, takes second 
place with over 107,000 units sold 
worldwide.

This EV data will all soon be 
eclipsed by the newest Tesla addi-
tion, the Model 3. In the first 24 
hours of pre-order availability in 
April 2016, the Model 3 received a 
staggering 180,000+ reservations. 
To put this in a global and histori-
cal perspective, this is the highest 
single-day sales of any product of 
any kind during any time period in 
world history. Presales are expect-
ed to reach half a million before the 
cars are available in 2017.

All Teslas including the Mod-
el 3 feature long range, high per-
formance, great utility and being 

the safest car in class. The Model 3 
can travel 215 miles per charge and 
with a starting price of $35,000, 
has obvious appeal to mid-range 
buyers.

Recent research by the Union 
of Concerned Scientists found that 
driving and charging an electric 
vehicle anywhere in the United 
States produces fewer global warm-
ing emissions than driving an aver-
age new gas-powered vehicle. Fur-
thermore, the research shows that 
more than two thirds of Americans 
live in areas where driving an av-
erage electric vehicle is better for 
the planet than even the most effi-
cient hybrid vehicle on the market. 
(Learn more about these results at 
www.ucsusa.org/EVlifecycle.)

Truly great benefits of Tesla 
ownership go far beyond the vehicle 
itself. Tesla offers free charging for 
owners at their solar-powered re-
charging stations, so customers nev-
er pay for refueling and don’t have 
carbon emissions associated with 
powering vehicles either, whenever 
they use a growing network of 616 
chargerstations with over 3600 su-
perchargers nationwide. For home 
powering, Tesla also now offers the 
“PowerWall,” a home battery that 
can be powered by home-based solar 
panels or at low-rate utility times. 
Partnering with SolarCity makes 
the solarizing of a home that much 
easier, so that Tesla owners can 
charge their vehicles from the sun 
for complete transportation energy 
neutrality. Learn more at: www.
teslamotors.com.

In 2017 Tesla became the most 
valuable U.S. automaker by market 

cap, and had pre-sold over 400,000 
Model 3s by July, just prior to start-
ing production. 

View/borrow Lee’s book at the 
Cornell University and Baca Grande 
Libraries. Buy it at Elephant Cloud 
Market at a generous locals’ dis-
count. Follow the source text for this 
article on pp. 316-7, together with 
other Earth-healing business ef-

forts in Chapter Fifteen, Next Steps 
for Organizations, Businesses, In-
dustry & Agriculture. Learn more 
about Lee Temple, Awakening into 
Unity, and the Global Awakening 
series at award-winning www.pri-
mamundi.com. 

© 2017 Lee Temple, Shining 
Golden Suns, LLC, All Rights Re-
served. Reprinted by permission.

power sensitive electronics during 
an infrequent power outage, then 
it is probably most desirable to go 
with a Lithium-based battery and 
a pure sine wave inverter.  If the 
power supply can be continuously or 
regularly charged and is being used 
to power battery chargers and a re-
frigerator, then a Lead-Acid AGM 
battery and a modified sine wave 
inverter will suffice.  In this case the 
latter product tends to be much less 
expensive but provides few cycles so 
may not be as cost effective over the 
long haul.   

The standard energy dis-
claimer

Before any investment in al-
ternative energy, households should 
always do a thorough evaluation of 

current energy requirements and 
determine where to save the most 
for the least cost.  Use Energy Star-
rated appliances. Convert all light-
ing to LED (even better than com-
pact fluorescent) light bulbs.  And, 
gang all entertainment equipment, 
including computers and peripher-
als, on power strips. This allows 
them to be turned off, thereby re-
ducing continuous power draw.  One 
major energy-saver is proper insula-
tion and sealing of a home, reducing 
heating and cooling loss.  These are 
some of the small steps that can en-
hance energy reductions helping to 
minimize the size and cost of a solar- 
and/or wind-powered energy supple-
ment to grid-supplied energy. 

Of course, this is only touch-
ing on a few of the considerations 
and possibilities for improving our 

responsiveness to emerging energy 
challenges and adequate prepara-
tion for future events.  New tech-
nologies are emerging all the time 
with new and more powerful solu-
tions.  But, if being prepared is an 
urgent concern, know that there are 
products on the market today which 
can meet the immediate needs of an 
individual or a family.  Being pre-
pared at home far surpasses wait-
ing for the community to come to-
gether and provide for those needs.  
Each one of us who is a little more 

prepared will be available to help 
those who are not. As a community, 
we can better meet the challenges 
that may lie ahead.  

Finally, most of these systems 
were designed for camping, replac-
ing noisy gas generators in a pristine 
wilderness experience.  So, enjoy off-
grid power anytime, not just during 
an emergency. It’s a great way to be 
sure your system remains healthy 
and you’re familiar with how it 
works and what you can truly power 
with it when the need arises. 

continued from page B-4

Energy independence

Don Jensen HomebuilDer
3357 Camino Del Rey, CRestone, Co 81131

 Quality CRafting 
 insuReD 

Don Jensen
owneR

• 719-849-1506
  mobile messaging
• 719-256-5735
  Home
• General Contractor
• Master Carpenter

• New Construction
• Additions
• Pop Tops
• General Framing
• Consulting
• Planning Design
• Beam Work
• Stairs
• Decks
• Window Replacements

Free Estimates • 25 Years Experience • References Available

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

Red Tesla Model 3 at the March 31, 2016, unveiling event, Hawthorne, California. 
 photo by Steve Jurvelson/Creative Commons Attribution 2.0 Generic license 

A Tesla charging station with SolarCity rooftop solar panels on I-5 in Tejon Ranch, Cali-
fornia, about 100 miles north of Los Angeles. 
 photo by Steven Arnold/Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported license
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http://www.pri-mamundi.com
http://www.pri-mamundi.com
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
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UNDER CONTRACT

757 Rendezvous Way - $239,000
Very lovely 1868sf 3-or-4BD/2BA + dining 
screen porch, sunroom w/fireplace, yoga/
exercise room, deck w/amazing views & 
hot tub. Private, but close-in. Beautifully 
landscaped.     

 

1212 Chaparral Way - $175,000
New construction by Richard Laurie, 
Terrapin and Company.  One story 3/1.75 
on beautiful treed lot close to paved road. 
Lots of windows for great light and amazing 
views.      

34 Camino Baca Grande - $149,000
1600sf 3BR 1.5 BA A-frame w/loft, 
remodeled in 2006 w/ETS heat, 5 window 
air conditioning units, appliances, laminate 
flooring, windows, roof & updated plumbing 
& wiring. T&G ceiling in great room. Upper & 
lower decks w/great views!        

New Listings

1967 Rockyview Way - $439,000
Luxurious 3BD/2.75BA/Office/3-car Garage 
2953sf home sits on 2.374 acres & has a 
2-room upstairs Master Suite. Beautifully 
landscaped courtyards & gardens with 
custom fence & deck, great views    

415 Moonlight Way - $199,000
This 1092sf SW-style 2-story, 2BD/1BA 
stucco home sits on 1.01ac. adjoining 
Crestone Creek greenbelt & close to town. 
New roof & solar-thermal collectors. 4 Lots 
included. Driveway access & bldg site prev. 
cleared for larger home to be built.        

257 Baca Grant Way - $175,000
Ranch-style 3BD/2BA 1,400sf manufac-
tured home set back from road on secluded 
1.072ac., still close to all the conveniences 
of town. Lg wrap-around 288sf TREX deck, 
jetted soak tub, lg kitchen, 2 dining areas, 
propane forced air heat & wood stove.       

WAS $289,000

Gracious Living  

New Construction Close to Town

REDUCED! Was $153,000

 Indoor Exercise Pool Great Location! 

Private

 

SOLD 

2145 Indian Well Way - $266,500
This 1331sf modern 2BR/1BA blt in 2016 
makes exceptional use of space, design & 
views.  Detached 144sf bonus room. 
Upgrades include 5-piece bath w/stm 
shower, soak tub & heated floors, beautiful 
kitchen w/copper sink, maple hardwoods.       

3481C E Graceful Ct- $239,000
Beautiful property w/ 2BR/1.5BA ~1228sf 
home,  guest cottage & detached one-car 
grg on 1.44 acres. Great passive solar, w/
mountain views. Walled tiled front courtyard 
& landscaping. In-floor radiant heat, tile 
floors, T&G wood ceilings in LR     

 

1541C Camino Real - $205,000
Spacious, open, 1799sf, 3BR/1.75BA/Office 
home w/2-car garage on 3.25 acres in 
Grants. Built 1974, but w/recent updates 
incl. int & ext painting, appliances, fencing. 
188-ft well, septic, elec. baseboard heat, 
wood-burning stove, & roof.      

200 Moonlight Way - $169,000
Conveniently located, this 1-1/2 story 2 
bd/2ba/study/2 car garage is located on 
paved road close to town. Open floor plan, 
fenced yard, decks make for a comfortable 
home.      

354C Huerta Court - $89,000
1,984sf 2BR/1BA home on .347 acres (2 
consolidated lots) in Casita Park. Open floor 
plan & lots of light. Propane forced air heat, 
kerosene Toyostove & 2 wood stoves. Lg 
yard w/stucco walls & fencing, patio, 
landscaping, & storage shed.       

UNDER CONTRACT

4511C Ridgecrest Way - $312,000
Stylish 2004sf Southwest 2-story straw 
bale home built by Paul Koppana is located 
on 1.59 acres next to greenbelt & Sand 
Dunes National Park. Majestic mountain/
valley views. Includes 3 beds, 1.75 ba, 
office/den & bonus 2nd-story balcony.      

 

Guest Cottage

Reduced from $275,000 NEW LISTING!   

Amazing Views! 

 

Commercial

120 W. Silver, Town of Crestone - $499,000
This large 4320sf commercial building is 
currently in residential use as 7 units. Can 
convert to full commercial use as 
professional offices, retail and much more. 
Includes Lots 1 & 2, Block 43.  Call for 
details.       

Baca Meadows

Townhouse #10 - $189,000
Exquisite town house completely remod-
eled in 2008. 1480sf 2-story 2BD/2BA 
features redesigned kitchen & bathrooms, 
updated heat & lighting systems, beautiful 
patio. Must see!        

Grants

499C Willow Trail - $350,000
A unique & rare find! ~3900sf with 4bd/3ba/
office/sunroom + attached greenhouse. 20+ 
acres. Tall trees. Private, long cul de sac & 
backs to Conservation Easement, offering 
extreme privacy. Well water.      

 

1381 Saddle Rock Trail - $280,000
Light-filled 1902 sf 2BR/1BA strawbale 
off-grid home w/stunning  views. Radiant 
in-floor heat & heartstone woodstove. Open 
living space, private gardens, walled patio, 
greenhouse, shed & heated garage. 8+ acr 
incl. lots 1381, 1444 &1445    

Chalets

 780 Palomino OL - $585,000
Built by Lee Mitchell to capture mtn & valley 
views, elegant 3 BR/2.5BA home w/2-car 
garage on 2.787 acres. Fantastic 
landscaping & flowing water. In-floor 
radiant heat & Hearthstone woodstove w/
stone surround. Expansive Master balcony.    

 

4519C Grayline Ct - $429,000
Elegant 2BR 2BA 1932 custom strawbale 
built in 2003 by Paul Koppana. A refined 
Asian/Southwest blend. On private 
cul-de-sac 5.35 acres backs to greenbelt. 
30’ yurt w/kitchenette & bathroom.    

  

Downtown Crestone Remodeled Luxury

WAS - $389,000

Grants - Secluded

Off-Grid Acreage Luxurious/Views

WAS $449,000

Private Sanctuary

Chalets

3959 Cheerful Court - $424,000
Custom Cathedral Style Mt Home. Approx 
2700 sq/ft, located on 2.16 acres by 
Cottonwood Creek. Many architectural 
features incls Brazilian cherry hrdwd flrs, 
diamond plaster walls. Features 30x16’ Art 
Studio.    

 

786C Panorama Way - $399,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies 2428sf home 
with fabulous gardens sits on 2.14 acres w 
2-car garage/studio. Exquisite - Must See!   

22 Alpine OL - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 2232sf 
home close to town.  Screened porch & 
wrap deck.  Gracious Living with 
exceptional views!    

  

3760 Jubilant Way - $239,000
Beautiful 1,683sf 2 bd/1.5bath/loft/2 car 
attached garage octagonal log home with 
bamboo floors, in-floor radiant heat, wood 
vaulted ceilings.  Bonus unfinished 1,200sf 
walkout basement.    

Tract 2 Lindisfarne - $199,000
Creek-side 2 BR/1 BA 812sf home on 2.74 
acres w/812 sf partially finished basement 
w/electric baseboard heat & concrete 
floors. New roof w/architectural shingles, 
new windows, new interior & exterior paint.    

Private on the Creek

WAS $429,000

Was $459,000

Exquisite Landscaping

Magnificient Views

!

WAS $249,000

Log Home Creekside!

1038 Beaver Trail  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$337,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

223 Moffat Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$289,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

2145 Indian Well  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$266,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

305 Palomino Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$252,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SOLD

4376 E . Twinview OL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$245,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SOLD

3481 E . Graceful Ct .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$239,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

999C Badger Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$225,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SOLD

983C Peaceful Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$224,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SOLD

1867C Rockyview Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$219,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SOLD

1541C  Camino Real  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$205,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SOLD

661 Camino Del Rey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$195,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SOLD

2035 Lost Cave Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$189,900  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .SOLD

333 Palomino Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$189,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

635C Panorama Way   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$179,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

107 Pinewood OL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$172,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

200 Evergreen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$169,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD

3705 Carefree Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$165,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD

4275C Fallen Tree OL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$164,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

35 Camino Baca Grande  .  .  .  .  .$155,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

3735C Jubilant Way   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$149,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

760 & 761 Panorama Way  .  .  .$149,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

3708 Enchanted Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$142,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

354 Huerta Ct  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$89,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

4485 Ridgecrest Way   .  .  .  .  .  .  .$74,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*

4511C Ridgecrest Way  .  .  .  .  .  .$312,000  .  .  .UNDER CONTRACT*

757 Rendezvous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$239,000  .  .  . UNDER CONTRACT

1212 Chaparral Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$175,000  .  .  .UNDER CONTRACT*

34 Camino Baca Grande  .  .  .  .  .$149,000  .  .  .UNDER CONTRACT*

2017 HOME SALES     (*denotes listed & sold )

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker
SEPTEMBER 2017 Listings

Jump in on an 
Active Market!
719-256-4198  

Guest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest CottageGuest Cottage Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!Amazing Views!

WAS WAS WAS WAS $289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000$289,000 New ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew ConstructionNew Construction Close to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to TownClose to Town

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
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http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
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Owner/builder conversations
by John Rowe
The purpose of this ongoing 

column is to introduce readers of 
the Eagle to a time-honored and 
vibrant segment of the Crestone/
Baca community: its owner/build-
ers, folks who have successfully 
or are in the process of building 
their own homes. Many of our “old 
guard”, residents that have lived 
here for 20 or 30 years, built their 
own homes and many of our young 
people are in the process of doing 
the same. Here is the story of one 
of our long-timers.

Robin Blankenship came to 
Crestone in 1994 looking for cheap 
land, a place that would stay fair-
ly wild and undeveloped, a place 
that would make a good home 
base for Earth Knack, Robin’s out-
door school featuring courses in 
primitive and modern sustainable 
skills, wilderness treks, and more. 
She purchased a lovely piece of 
ground along Cottonwood Creek in 
Chalet II and began the arduous 
process of building a home that 
would house her school and grow-
ing family.

Robin moved onto her land, 
living in a teepee, in 1995, with 
the POA’s blessing, and began 
building. The prevailing POA 
Board was more inclined to sup-
port families with little money 
trying to build a new life for them-
selves and bent the rules to accom-
modate them. Robin planned on 
building a tall circular hogan with 
a loft as an interim house before 
building her covenant-compliant 
900sf house.  

The POA Board changed in 
the next few years to one more 
concerned with rigorous adherence 
to the governing documents, not 
feeling any need to honor previ-
ous boards’ decisions. Thus began 
what Robin described as a period of 
“undue harassment”. All of a sud-
den, her teepee was no longer good 
enough, the hogan was deemed de-
ficient in many ways: the size, the 
stone foundation, the lack of indoor 
plumbing, to name a few. Robin de-
scribed taking her new baby on her 
hip and her two other small chil-
dren in tow, time and time again, 
down to the POA office to fight for 
some space to continue building 
her dream. Robin minces no words 
when she says “they [the POA pow-
ers that be] took all the joy out of 
building our home and put a lot of 
added stress to my family life that 
was hard enough already.” 

As Robin was telling me all 
this, I wondered if the persecution 
she described was exaggerated in 
her mind. In the midst of my won-
dering, Robin took me out to the 
front of her property and showed 
me a beautiful handmade iron gate 
she had just made and installed. 
Someone from the POA had come 
out a few days earlier and informed 
her that the gate was too close to 
the road and needed to be moved. 

Wow! It did not look all that close 
to the road to me. Perhaps there is 
no exaggeration after all.

Robin continues with her 
story, “but after almost giving up 
more than once, we persevered 
and ended up building an environ-
mentally friendly, highly afford-
able, energy efficient, beautiful 
home that bears witness to values 
I hold near and dear,” Robin says 
with satisfaction. Earth mother 
Robin has loved her life here, stat-
ing that living the way she does in 
this beautiful place enabled her “to 
raise three amazing kids—happy, 
well-rounded, balanced.”

Robin built her hogan with 
loft and extension for $6000 to-
tal. It is a warm and welcoming 
house with 10 1/2’ high load-bear-
ing strawbale walls, supporting a 
heavily timbered roof topped by an 
herb and vegetable garden grown 
in several inches of insulating top-
soil. And no, it does not leak. The 
straw cost $1.25/bale at the time, 
the earthen plaster was almost 
free, she harvested lumber all over 
the valley with landowners’ bless-
ings for the price of gasoline and a 
couple of chain saws.  The floor is 
adobe over scoria, also almost free. 
The doors and windows were sal-
vaged from buildings in Boulder 
for a fraction of their initial cost, 
and her vintage wood stove was a 
gift from a friend. All of this adds 
up to a price most of us would say 
amounts to almost nothing. Since 
completing her hogan, Robin has 
added an attached bathhouse, out-
door kitchen, and wood- and met-
al-working shop. She builds and 
creates at a pace that would make 
many tire just watching her. 

And how would Robin like 
the POA to be different? Thought-
fully, she remarks “I would like to 
see the POA take care of the ba-
sic business of providing services 
to its membership. Period.”  And 
Robin would like to see the EAC 
(Environmental and Architectural 
Committee) spend its “time and ef-
fort assisting residents and being a 
resource to owner/builders so that 
beautiful homes can be built in 
the Baca joyfully.” Then she adds, 
what she really would like to see is 
the POA disbanded and have the 
Baca operate under the auspices 
of Saguache County. But that not 
being too likely, she hopes the POA 
develops and maintains an vision 

of “people being able to come here 
and build a mortgage-free home 
in a country where home owner-
ship by young families is becoming 
more and more unattainable.”

And what advice does she 
have for new builders?  “Don’t do 
it!” she shouts, only half jokingly. 
Why this warning? “Because it 
hurts and it is hard. It’s a real 
struggle to have a hand-made 
home dream vision and accomplish 
it here under the current politics 
of the POA. If you have to do it, 
be prepared by understanding cov-
enants and codes. Ask yourself the 

question, can my dream home be 
built under current parameters?” 
And with a weary and wistful 
smile, she concludes with, “if you 
think you can do it, you should try 
it. It may be the best thing that 
has ever happened to you; it has 
been for me.”

And you and your persever-
ance have been a good thing for 
so many of us, too, Robin. Robin 
Blankenship has tutored countless 
people over many years in how to 
be connected to a real life through 
Earth Knack. Robin has also 
taught hundreds of school children 
in the Moffat and Crestone Charter 
Schools many of the life skills em-
bodied in her school and in her life. 
She has  done this often for little or 
no money. And it is not just here; 
many people all over America have 
sat up and taken notice of Robin. 
She and Earth Knack have been on 
the Today Show with Katie Couric, 
written up in The New York Times, 
Chicago Tribune, Outside Maga-
zine, and other publications. 

Thank you Robin, for help-
ing make Crestone the exciting 
and soulful place it is at its best. 
And for my money, if the Baca is 
just another tangled mess of rules 
and regulations, changing from 
one day to the next, we will just 
be another dull and disappointing 
retirement community standing 
for nothing and going nowhere. If 
that is the goal, we all might just 
as well be playing shuffleboard in 
Boca Raton, waiting and praying 
for the end to  come.

Robin Blankenship.    photo by Lori Nagel
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Angels of darkness,  
angels of light
Teaching Nonviolent Communication  
at the Buena Vista Correctional Facility

by Paul Shippee 
“All sentient beings are alike 

in that they want to be happy and 
do not wish to experience suffering.”     
-Buddha

A tall, round white guard tow-
er looms over the main entrance at 
the 130-year-old Buena Vista Cor-
rectional Facility. As I walk across 
the parking lot I see steel fences 
and razor-barbed wire topped with 
tiers of lethal electrical wire rising 
fifteen feet above the clipped lawn.

Approaching this carefully 
walled palace of authority I feel 
small, and a creepy sense of fear, in 
the presence of so much force and 
control. I understand that the rigid 
structure is required by the con-
tainment and correctional duties 
of the staff and guards. What is be-
ing contained is an unpredictable 
mixture of violence and suffering. 
Fights do break out and the staff 
maintains emergency readiness 
around the clock. The prison is of-
ficially known as a “correctional 
facility” and the prisoners are re-
ferred to as “offenders.”

I volunteer here to offer a 
deeper touch of heart to these men. 
Once a month I present a week-
end-long training in the teachings 
and practice of Nonviolent Com-
munication (NVC, also known as 
Compassionate Communication), 
developed by Marshall Rosenberg. 
Each month I meet with a new 
group of about a dozen men. Some-
time during my recently completed 
first year of service I began to feel 
differently when approaching the 
prison. Now as I pass through the 
clankety old iron gate I feel joy in 
my heart—joy at the prospect of 
connecting with the souls of men 
whose developmental wounds and 
life trauma may have hardened 
deep inside. They are locked into 
a place by uniformed guards who 
have complete control over them.

Somehow I noticed, in a 
strange ironic twist, that, assuming 
an absence of downright meanness, 
such a citadel of authoritarianism 
can have a calming effect on the of-
fenders, at least on the surface. Like 
a monastery it has the potential to 
wear down ego, due to the structure 

alone. In other words, with their 
light green pajama suits and regu-
lar meals the offenders may choose 
between a healing opportunity and 
a hateful period of incarceration and 
blame. They need help and I know I 
can help them. I want to help them. 
And with my professional and per-
sonal training and experience in 
NVC, psychology, group facilitation 
and restorative justice, I know how 
to help them. 

Within the overall framework 
of our weekend training I let them 
know that they can dissolve the 
walls of this captive prison when 
they take down the walls they main-
tain inside themselves. That’s what 
we work on. When I ask them at the 
outset why they opted to sign up for 
this workshop offering in Nonviolent 
Communication they say they wish 
to better themselves. They say they 
want to learn how to communicate 
better with their families and loved 
ones. They say they want freedom. 
I believe them. It seems the peren-
nial question of how to free oneself, 
how to liberate yourself from suffer-
ing, is as alive in this state prison as 
in the wide world.

It seems what these men need 
is some effective encouragement, 
a role model, education and some 
skillful communication tools, all 
offered in an engaged atmosphere 
of trust. In my work I attempt to 
drop a few hints, plant some seeds, 
introduce language and insights 
they’ve likely never heard before, 
and offer encouragement.

My approach, tempered by 
prudent advice from two trusted 
Buddhist friends (Andrew and 

Tamar), is not to see people in 
terms of what they have done. This 
brings us into the present moment. 
I do not judge them, not even a sliv-
er of evaluation. Under these con-
ditions we work together to trans-
form personal darkness into light. 
It has a true alchemy feel to it.

The first few weekends I 
spent training the men, showing 
them the basic principles of NVC, I 
felt bewildered and slightly scared. 
Soon I began to realize that these 
men, no matter how tough, re-
ally want to learn communication 
skills, that they, each of them, do 
indeed have a tender heart. And 
they are more than willing to be 
open, transparent and sincere—
but only after they assessed that 
they could trust me.

How was that going to hap-
pen? They told me they wanted to 
know who I am and why I do this 
volunteer service. They taught me 
what they needed to trust me. It 
was not enough to say that I felt 
a need to make a contribution to 
society; they needed to know who 
I am. I told them that I am just like 
them—no separation, no differ-
ence—and have done many of the 
things they have done. I acknowl-
edged my dark side including a few 
details. I want them to know I have 
street smarts, that I am also a long-
time Buddhist meditator, that I am 
not merely some white boy from 
suburbia with a psychology degree.

Through my sincerity I was 
able to get across the idea that I 
want to help them, but not as an al-
ienating do-gooder. I could feel the 
energy in the room shift, changing 
into real learning, openness and 
warmth. As I began to adjust so did 
they. With humor and humbleness 
we built mutual respect and trust 
and the men moved from resist-
ance toward engagement.

Then they were open to learn. 
To see, for example, that hurt so 
often lies hidden beneath anger. 
Or that sometimes anger lies bur-
ied beneath hurt. When the truth 
is presented in the right way it 
makes sense to them. Still, I won-
dered how far I could go in discuss-
ing vulnerable emotions like hurt 
and fear. 

I began to see how early 
childhood trauma and neglect is 
so deeply wounding. Traumatized 
people do not want to jump into liv-
ing with vulnerability, even as they 

long to be free of pain and trouble.  
I like to persuade them that their 
new life task is self-awareness and 
especially emotional awareness—a 
life skill that remains largely ab-
sent from mainstream culture.

We begin each class ses-
sion with ten minutes of formless 
meditation. Follow your breath, 
be aware of the space around you, 
stay still, be alert to inner and out-
er sensations. In NVC training we 
work specifically and directly with 
awareness of present-moment feel-
ings and needs, a new language for 
most people, especially people who 
find themselves imprisoned. 

I ask them provocative ques-
tions such as: look inside, see if you 
can touch or become intimate with 
the root of your suffering—then tell 
us what you found. In another ses-
sion I might ask: what need were 
you trying to meet when you did 
your crime? Another time I’ll ask: 
who did you feel safe with grow-
ing up? When did you feel loved, by 
whom? With these direct questions 
and with my presence I engage 
them eye-to-eye, heart to heart. In 
this way they feel seen, met and 
loved. They begin to open up, be-
come real and share their truth.

Vulnerability begins to surface 
and is palpably felt, seen and shared 
around the group. This never hap-
pens elsewhere in the prison. The 
men experience the power of vulner-
ability, the honesty of looking inside 
without shame. Shame, a major ob-
stacle to vulnerability, is the secret 
belief that we are unworthy of love 
and belonging. What I’ve learned 
at the prison is that crime seems 
to be a human weakness; a shame-
based behavior with roots deep in 
the learned habits of invulnerabil-
ity and fear. I suggest that habitual 
crime is, therefore, an illness much 
like other addictions. When I view 
it like that and experience and en-
gage the men with a compassionate 
attitude, the sun of healing begins 
to shine through the clouds.

I am honored to help and guide 
these men as they touch, warm and 
crack the frozen sea within. A help-
ful verse about gratitude in an 8th 
century Buddhist text by Shantide-
va says, “The work of bringing ben-
efit to beings will not, then, make 
me proud and self-admiring. The 
happiness of others is itself my sat-
isfaction; I do not expect another 
recompense.”

Paul Shippee. Once a month Paul Shippee presents a weekend-long training at the 130-year-old 
Buena Vista Correctional Facility in the teachings and practice of Nonviolent Commu-
nication (NVC, also known as Compassionate Communication), developed by Marshall 
Rosenberg.
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Bitter Medicine
Crestone resident Rich Jewett 

has announced the release of Bit-
ter Medicine: The Challenge of Im-
maturity in the Modern American 
Male

In writing this book, Rich 
says he recalls being a small child 
pondering questions like: “What’s 
going on here?” and “Why does eve-
rything seem a little crazy?” What 
he didn’t realize then was that the 
only way to answer those questions 
was to become just as mixed up in it 
all as everyone else, and the result 
of his wanderings and ponderings 
since then is Bitter Medicine. With 
a background that ranges from 
the Summer of Love and the post-
hippie seventies to the New Age 
movement, the self-actualization 
movement and a few forays into the 
corporate world, Jewett has drawn 

on a wide array of experiences with 
an eye on working out what can 
make even the best intentions be-
come problems. And his answer to 
the questions he poses is that we all 
have a tendency to repeat dynam-
ics that were normal back when we 
were children, but don’t work very 
well in the adult world. 

In Bitter Medicine, Rich 
has taken a hard look at what it 
means to “grow up” in the fullest 
sense, and suggests that the way 
to change things for the better is 
typically by doing the opposite of 
our habits. When asked what this 
might mean for the Crestone com-
munity, he comments that it’s not 
what we believe that’s the issue, 
but how we go about it. History, 
he says, is littered with examples 
of religion and spirituality being 
distorted with immature impulses, 

and that even the contemporary 
spiritual scene is often plagued by 
that dynamic. 

Bitter Medicine is available on 
Amazon.com, and copies are avail-
able locally at the Crestone Mer-
cantile and the Desert Sage. 

Bitter Medicine: The Challenge of 
Immaturity in the Modern American 
Male by local author Rich Jewett

Dara Blumenhein  
303.709.3995 

Zillow Premier Agent 

Shirley Motz 719.937.1691 
Top Producer 2013 
Top 1000 Trends Journal Realtors 

3949 Cheerful Way 
$187,500 Cheerful-Great 
builders home near Cotton-
wood creek, contemporary 
styled 2 story , oversized 
carport, mtn. views and 
balcony on 2nd story.  

3901 Rarity Way $163,000 
2BD 1½BA. Backs to green-
belt & creek. Passive solar, 
year-round warm earth mass 
floor. Custom kitchen, 
screened-in porch.  

250 S 2nd St. $149,500 2BD 
1BA Last century feel! Pri-
vate, mountain views. Home 
sits on 1 acre, has a deep 
well, landscaped, with new 
roof, new paint. Wood shed, 
partial fencing, woodstove.  

2024 Lost Cave Way 
$159,900 2BD/1BA with 
den/ office/extra sleeping 
area on upper level. This 
home backs to greenbelt 
with close, easy access to 
paved road.   

1327 Badger Rd, $169,900 
Expansive views of the 
mountains & valley! New 
floors in most of the home, 
wood stove, lots of win-
dows, wrap porch, on 1.81 
acres.  

1659 Willow Creek Way  
$187,000 3BD 1BA fire-
resistant ICF home with 
gorgeous views, landscap-
ing, high efficiency hot 
water heat, solar/thermal 
shades, great lighting.  

400 Paseo Court. $91,000  
Gorgeous views! This 
would make a great retire-
ment or vacation home. 
3BD 2BA, completely re-
modeled, can sell partially 
furnished. Lots of space.  

 1618 Willow Creek Way, 
$215,000 2BD home, large 
garage with poss. apt. up-
stairs. 2 levels, living room, 
den, sep kitchen. Oversized 
garage for RV or boat. New 
screened porch, views, 
fenced yard, grow dome.  

253 Golden Ave. $299,000 
Partially finished construc-
tion, this property is part of 
an estate. Taking offers-price 
reduced $100,000 for quick 
sale! call Crestone Realty for 
details.  

776 Table Rock Tr, 
$195,000. Pristine 23 acres 
bordering 1/4 mile of Span-
ish Creek. 2300 sf. 2BD 1 
BA. Expansive 360 views. 
Finish remodel and save. 
Great investment property. 

1564 Wagon Wheel 
$239,000 4BD 2BA If you 
love SW style, this one will 
catch your eye.   very family 
oriented or great home for 
entertaining.    

1541 Camino Real, 
$205,000 Spacious 1799 sf. 
3BD 1.75BA, 2 car garage 
on 3.25 AC 

SOLD 

302 Hemlock, $299,500. 
3BD 2 BA Rare opportunity 
for an income producing 
home in the Town of 
Crestone. No covenants, 
plenty of privacy, and space.  

757 Rendezvous  $299,000 
4BD 2 BA beautiful tri-level 
serene home is in immacu-
late condition and located in 
a quiet, private location but 
with easy access to town.   

UNDER CONTRACT 

187 W. Silver. $475,000 
Prime location in the center 
of Little Pearl Park. Current-
ly Restaurant, Brewery and 
Hotel rooms – Long term 
lease in place. 

279 Del  Rio Court. $69,500 
This manufactured home 
purged with the land, on 4 
lots in a private cul-de-sac. 
2011 model, has a garage 
for the work at home me-
chanic, or self employed. 

NEW LISTING 

NEW LISTING 

300 Hemlock. $165,000. 
Colorado log cabin located 
in the town limits of 
Crestone. Easy walking 
distance to all amenities. 2 
Bedroom home with addi-
tional sleeping loft. 

NEW LISTING 

980 Peaceful Way. 
$158,000.  Sweet and cozy 
home, nestled on half an acre 
backing to greenbelt. Large 
windows with panoramic 
views 1BD 1BA Large loft 
and separate utility shed. 

REDUCED 

UNDER CONTRACT 

UNDER CONTRACT 

SOLD 

380 N. Alder $425,000 
Lovely Country Victorian 
Style Home, 2 blocks N. 
from downtown Crestone 
on .6 acres. Custom 5BD 
3BA home, guest house and 
2 car garage with attached 
workshop.  

1474 Badger Rd. $360,000 
3BD 2BA premier custom 
built Lee Mitchell home. 
Exterior Cempo walls, 
indoor stucco, R32 insula-
tion, very energy efficient, 
open floor plan.  

613 Cinnabar Trail $20,000 
Secluded cottage on 3.83.  
Acres. Root cellar, green 
house,  utility shed.  Amaz-
ing panoramic views. 

UNDER CONTRACT 

59565 HWY 17 $94,500 3 
bedroom 2 bath home with 
storage trailer, kennels, 
fenced pasture, and lean to. 
Property sold as-is, without 
repairs, warranties or repre-
sentations. Seller will covey 
using a Quit claim deed.
  

UNDER CONTRACT 

UNDER CONTRACT 
NEW LISTING 

NEW LISTING NEW LISTING 

1590 Crown Point Ol 
$169,000 3BD 2BA large 
living room with wood 
stove. 2 car detached gar-
age, grow dome & 1.5 acres 
on a quiet cul-de-sac. 

Baca 
Grande 

Maps for 
sale with lot 

numbers. 
$4.00  

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________

Email: ______________________________

Donation Levels 

     Henny Penny ($35) 

     Fine Feathered Friend ($50) 

     Big Bird ($75) 

     Good Cluck ($106.90) 

     Mother Hen ($250) 

     Big Rooster ($500) 

KHEN Radio 

PO Box 596 

Salida, CO 81201
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As the summer days get short-
er and the smell of fall is in the air, 
it’s harvest time and time to nur-
ture ourselves and our families.  A 
big part of this is preparing food for 
winter, gathering wood, and prepar-
ing herbs to tide us over during the 
winter months.  When my kids were 
young we read the Little House on 
the Prairie series over and over. My 
daughters are 7 years apart, so the 
reading went on for many years.  I 
loved those books.  It seemed that 
Laura Ingalls Wilder wrote with 
such detail that you could build a 
house based on her descriptions.  
One part that impressed me was 
how Laura’s mother would gather 
medicinal herbs and dry enough 
to last the long winters.  In times 
when doctors were scarce women 
would have to know how to care for 
their families, to make sure they 

were prepared for whatever sick-
nesses might befall them.  

Some people get a sense of 
fulfillment from canning food this 
time of year.  I get the same sense of 
fulfillment from making salve. Last 
month I talked about making herb-
al oils. Salves are an herbal oil so-
lidified by the addition of beeswax. 
Two ways of making salve are using 
already infused herbal oils and add-
ing beeswax, or infusing dry herbs 
into oil with heat, straining, and 
adding beeswax.

Using the second method, 
choose the herbs, grind them into a 
powder or as close as you can get, 
using 1 to 2 ounces dry herb per 1 
cup oil.  Keep the oil at 150°, stir-
ring occasionally, for at least 6 hours 
or until the herbs feel crisp. A good 
method is to use a crockpot plugged 
into a dimmer switch (it’s hard to 

get most crockpots below 200 de-
grees).  When the herbs are done 
infusing, pour the mixture into a 
large bowl through a strainer lined 
with a cotton muslin cloth, let the 
mixture drain, and return the oil to 
the crockpot.  Add approximately 1 
ounce of strained beeswax per cup 
of oil.  While the mixture is still hot, 
pour into small jars or tins.

Let’s talk about some herbs 
that make especially good salves.  
Calendula flowers and Comfrey 
root are excellent skin soothing 
and healing herbs.  Plantain makes 
a good drawing salve.  Wild Gera-
nium and Yarrow are astringent 
herbs which tighten tissues. Echi-
nacea, Myrrh, and Goldenseal work 
well together as an antiseptic salve.  
Arnica flowers along with warming 
essential oils (add at the very end) 

makes a nice salve for sore muscles.  
Experiment with different combi-
nation of herbs to make your own 
unique salve.  Just a note—don’t 
use salves on puncture wounds or 
deep wounds that need to heal from 
the bottom up, or on weepy sores 
that need to stay dry.  More info is 
available in the books that I refer-
enced previously.  

If you’re going to bother mak-
ing salve, you might want to make 
enough to give as gifts.  Enjoy!

 Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 
herbalist and natural healer, also 
working with Plant Spirit Medicine, 
Intuitive Energy Healing and ‘The 
Journey’ cellular healing.  For an 
appointment call 719-937-7786 or 
visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
Making herbal salves

Salves are an herbal oil solidified by the addition of beeswax.

High-rate credit cards 
have you feeling helpless? 

Q:

A: Roll over your credit card 
      balances for a lower rate.

7.99% APR*

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. **All loans subject to approval and qualifications. Rates, terms, and conditions may vary and depend on creditworthiness. Foreign 
transaction fee is 1.00% of each multiple currency transaction in U.S. dollars and .80% of each single currency transaction in U.S. dollars. Some restrictions apply. 
Membership Qualifications Apply. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Apply today at aventa.com 
or call 800.555.6665.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
Have you planted your fall 

lettuce and spinach? If not, you 
may still have time to plant these 
hardy greens and still reap a crop. 
If you have a cold frame, a green-
house, or even a hoop house, your 
chances are even better of growing 
your own salads for the next few 
months. Even those of us with only 
open garden space may get some 
extra growing time with floating 
cover. Some of the Asian greens 
that make good early spring greens 
can also come into play in the fall. 
Greens vary in the temperatures 
that they can handle, but lettuce 
and spinach and the cole crops, 
such as kale and some Asian greens 
can survive temps in the low 20s.

Fall temperatures can be as 
variable as the spring was. Look-
ing back at the spring, we had very 
warm spells in March, and April, 
and May. These warm times encour-
aged fruit trees to bloom early and 
gardeners to plant crops that later 
succumbed to cold snaps. This type 
of variability is only somewhat nor-
mal for our area. In past decades 
we could fairly consistently expect 
our first frost around the first of 
September. Now, I don’t know what 
to expect. We may have a frost any 
time, followed by beautiful weather 
through mid-October. Or, we may 
have above-normal temperatures 
for another month, or a cool rainy 
fall followed by an early snow. Such 
is the variability of the mountains. 
Be prepared by watching the weath-
er and keeping floating cover and 
blankets handy. 

September is time for seri-
ous harvesting and processing of 
all that garden produce for use 
throughout the long winter. Have 
you been freezing your extra brocco-
li? Green beans? Peas? I intended to 
try making kale chips this year, and 
there is still time to do that, prob-
ably through the middle of October. 

The cool weather and cloud 
cover we’ve had this summer has 
been great for all those cole crops, 
like broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower 
and kale, as well as Chinese Cab-
bage. Fermenting is a good way 
to preserve these harvests. I have 
never made Kimchi, but I intend to 
try that this year. I have done sau-
erkraut several times, and that is a 
similar fermentation process using 
salt and the lactic acid produced by 
the fermentation process as pre-
servatives. 

Homemade cucumber pickles 
are a favorite in my family, as we 
don’t like all the chemicals used in 
the commercial varieties, and they 
can also be made by a fermentation 
process, or you can use any recipe 
calling for vinegar and salt. You 
have to be careful, though, that fer-
mented and pickled vegetables have 
enough acid to prevent the growth 
of botulism, a deadly bacteria which 
used to be responsible for many 
deaths in unsafe canned foods. Be 
sure to follow a recipe from a repu-
table source, such as one of the Ball 
or Kerr canning books or one from a 

University Extension Service. Many 
recipes on the internet are good, as 
long as you refrigerate your prod-
uct after you make it. However, if 
you plan to can the product for long 
term storage, a high acid content is 
important. 

This month is time to dig your 
potatoes. You may have already 
dug some for new potatoes. I like 
them especially well with green 
beans. At the first frost, your po-
tato plants will die back, as the 
tops are very sensitive to freezing 
temperatures. The potatoes, how-
ever, will be fine in the ground for 
another two weeks, and will benefit 
from curing. Afterwards, dig them 
with a digging fork if you have one, 
put them in a dark place to cure for 
a few more days, and then store in 
a cool, dark, well ventilated place 
for winter use. It’s fun to get the 
children involved in the harvest. 
For preschoolers, finding potatoes 
is almost as much fun as hunting 
Easter eggs.

My winter squash is doing 
fantastic this year! Whether it is 
because of all the rain, or the fact 
that I planted it in last year’s com-
post pile is hard to say, but I have 
lots of varieties of squash hiding 
in among a mountain of leaves. 
Some of them came up in the com-
post, while others I planted. I will 
be testing the outer skin with my 
fingernail to determine whether 
the squash is mature enough to 
harvest. When the skin is tough 
enough to withstand my fingernail, 
it is hard enough to store for at 
least a few months.  Generally, 
winter squash can withstand a 
light frost, but leaving it on the 
plant is risky. If the first freeze is 
colder than about 30°, it can freeze 
the flesh of the squash and it will 
rot easily in storage. Therefore, it 
is better to bring squash in as soon 
as it has a hard skin and let it fin-
ish curing indoors. 

Some varieties mature ear-
lier than others. I try to plant ear-
lier varieties, but I love Butternut 
squash, and they are a long season 

variety, as are other favorites, Hub-
bard and Delicata. If they are not 
ripe before frost, you may be able to 
cover them through the first frost 
or two. I keep old sheets and blan-
kets for things like this. 

Tomatoes can receive similar 
treatment. This year, the tomatoes 
I planted outside are way behind 
what I expected, in terms of rip-
ening. Although I am harvesting 
some ripe smaller varieties, most of 
the larger tomatoes are still green 
or just beginning to turn. The prob-
lem we have had this summer is 
the cooler-than-usual nights. We 
had many nights in early August 
that were in the 40s—too cool to 
ripen tomatoes. 

If you have tomatoes outside 
when frost is imminent, you can 
try covering them through the first 
frost or two. More reason to hold 
onto those old sheets and blankets. 
If you end the season with lots of 
green tomatoes, you can bring 
many indoors to ripen. For cherry, 
and other small varieties, I some-
times bring in the whole plant and 
hang it upside down in a corner of 
a shed or garage. As long as the 
plants don’t freeze, many of the 
tomatoes will ripen on the vine 
and be perfect to pick for late sea-
son salads. Larger tomatoes may 
need to be picked and placed in a 
warmer location to ripen indoors. 
However, if you have the space to 
store them, you can easily keep 
them ripening for a month or more. 
I consider the year a success when 
I can have home-grown tomatoes in 
a salad for Thanksgiving. 

 Root crops, such as carrots, 
beets, and turnips can stay in the 
ground through early freezes. It is 
only when the soil is beginning to 
freeze at night—usually around 20 
degrees, that you need to bring them 
indoors. If you are fortunate enough 
to have a root cellar or space under 
your house, you can keep these roots 
in buckets of sand and eat them late 
into the winter. Otherwise, they will 
keep for quite a while in the crisper 
in your refrigerator. 

 September is also the last 
call for drying herbs. In our dry 
climate, herbs dry well, either on 
a screen or hanging up in bunches 
around the kitchen. There is noth-
ing that smells better, to me, than 
the scent of drying herbs. Mints, 
sage, basil, oregano, thyme and 
parsley are some of my favorites. 

 Happy Harvest!

GardenGuru
Harvest, and other fall work

256-4252

Kitty enjoying her nice fall cabbage.

A fine fall crop: “cheddar cauliflower.”

Planning on building?
The most important place to put the money for 
your new house is into your plans. 

It’s a small percentage of the cost of the entire 
job, but thinking it all through and putting it on 
paper now will aid clear communication with 
your builder and ensure the most enjoyment 
and economy to you for years to come. 

Let’s talk.

Janet Woodman
719-937-3767
woodmandesign@fairpoint.netW
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by Ed Lyell, PhD
President Trump has an-

nounced that he is changing 
immigration laws to impose re-
quirements of English speaking, 
skill and education levels, and a 
shift away from family connec-
tions. Universities are also fac-
ing the same type issues. Legacy 
rules have always permitted the 
sons and daughters of elite school 
alumni to get preferred accept-
ance. This has been particularly 
true for the Yales, Harvards, and 
other top universities in America. 
A lawsuit filed by Asian students 
who have been rejected from 
Harvard have alleged that they 
are being denied admission even 
though they have the highest 
GPAs and SAT scores compared 
to other applicants. 

My public high school in San 
Francisco, Lowell, was the first 
public high school west of the 
Mississippi. It became an honors 
high school and while in junior 
high school we would take tests 
and compete with scores and GPA 
to get accepted into Lowell. Low-
ell had 97% of the students go on 
to university, mostly Stanford and 
University of California; whereas 
my neighborhood high school, 
Mission, had only 19% even grad-

uate high school.  Lowell gave me 
a much better life. When I was in 
Lowell, late 1950s, Lowell was 
about one half Jewish, including 
children of the city’s leaders in 
business and government. 

Over the decades the emerg-
ing Asians in San Francisco have 
outperformed other groups and 
now Lowell is 90% Asian, both 
students and teachers. Groups 
now advocate that Lowell should 
limit acceptance for Asians to 
leave room for other students who 
are not as well prepared, but are 
the children of the Lowell fami-
lies from earlier eras. 

Thus I look at this emerging 
debate about meritocracy versus 
legacy with some personal con-
nection. My parents were only 
2nd and 4th grade-educated, 
semi-literate waiter and waitress. 
Mine was a gang-infested neigh-
borhood so my getting into the 
honors high school was a big deal. 
Three others from my neighbor-
hood also got in and became high 
school teachers and an account-
ant. My sights were raised higher 
because some of the richer, more 
connected families allowed me 
to live many weekends in their 
homes. This came about because 
I was a high school athletic star 

and team mates would invite me 
to their homes, and even visit 
synagogues. I fit in when my best 
friends invited me home for the 
weekend staying in what are now 
fifty-million dollar homes. 

The parents’ conversations 
at meal times were very differ-
ent than at my home wherein we 
seldom had meals together and if 
we did the TV was on. Learning 
how Trader Vic created his res-
taurant chain, or what a cancer 
researcher does for a living gave 
me a higher, broader horizon to 
think about. My ability to become 
a PhD professor was helped by 
rules that allowed the “poor kid” 
to get into the top school. It was 
also my connection to educated 
upper class families that changed 
my emotional IQ. 

Economists support immi-
gration focused on bringing in 
smart, already educated young 
people who can contribute to the 
economy and raise America’s com-
petitiveness. Present demographic 
trends means America is becoming 
much more Asian, displacing the 
long term advantages that many 
Jewish and other Anglo families 
have enjoyed. Hispanic immigra-
tion will continue to fall no matter 
the policy since more Mexicans are 

preferring to stay, or even return, 
to Mexico and its improved eco-
nomic prosperity. These long-term 
shifts drive much of the Trump 
supporters who are likely to be 
poorly educated white students 
who do not do well in school, espe-
cially in the hard subjects of math-
ematics, science, and engineering. 
As the new state test scores are 
being released in Colorado and 
other states it is sad that almost 
no improvement is being made in 
student performance in the STEM 
subjects. School districts brag on a 
1% gain in the state and national 
tests, when less than 50% are pro-
ficient in most subjects. If Anglo 
students do not make the academ-
ic and behavior changes to develop 
world-level skills, then America 
will continue to become one of the 
world’s sources of cheap, unskilled 
labor. The sacrifices and changes 
needed are not only to improve 
how we deliver education, but also 
family changes to focus on student 
achievement and not just family 
gatherings and high school sports.  

America has some decisions 
to make in terms of policy priori-
ties especially when placing eco-
nomic gain against family unifica-
tion in immigration; and in how 
many opportunities to give to low-
income, first-generation students 
who are often nonwhite. What 
should be the priority, or how 
much of which type? 

Ed Lyell, PhD Emeritus Pro-
fessor of Business and Economics, 
Adams State University; ehlyell@
adams.edu, dredlyell on Facebook.

www.SangreD.com

Celebrating 

5 years 
serving 

Crestone!

Your New Life

116 South Alder Street, Suite A
Sangre de Cristo Inn Building
North of the post office in 

downtown Crestone

Vivia Lawson
Broker/Owner

719.256.5800

865 Pine Cone. 2 bed, 2 bath beautiful 
passive solar home with great mountain 

and valley views. $189,000

323 Holiday. Great views on private 
triple lot. 3 bed, 2 bath, garage, new 

kitchen & bath.  $250,000

Picture Your New Life Make it a Reality

SOLD! 305 Palomino Way

1283 Deer Trail, Grants. Super property 

with 2 bedroom residence, garage, studio 

apartment, green house, more!  $288,000

2776 N Carefree Way
Two bedroom mountain cabin with loads 

of character and views!  $165,000

NEW
 LISTING!

2715 Happy Hollow Way
Beautiful setting.  Views!  $185,000

UNDER CONTRACT!

New 
  Land Listings

Crestone Town Lots!

1519C Antelope Way $80,000 for 1.82 acres
99 Skyview Way

997 C Badger Road $28,000
1259 & 1260 Homestead Road
1323 & 1324 Brookview Way

  4106C & 4084 Prosperity Way

Lot 1 Block 59 $25,000
Lots 1 & 2 Block 59 $45,000

Views! Zoned High 
Density Residential

SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

NEW
 LISTING!

NEW
 LISTING!

In Search of Economic Reality

Meritocracy versus family versus opportunity

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.SangreD.com
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Perspectives on self-governance: 
Common-unity

by William Howell
Society is built on consent, 

without which only chaos remains. 
It is governance that organizes 
mutual consent, thereby structur-
ing community intelligence so that 
consent manifests as a body politic. 
Governance is the spirit of a people 
seeking their best interest.

Governance is the vision of a 
community—with two eyes. One eye 
beholds the “realistic”: what we face, 
what’s before us now—while the 
other eye is fixed on the holistic, the 
ideal: What we want; what we feel in 
our hearts. Vision’s two eyes are the 
windows of community relationships 
and destiny. Governance must look 
through both eyes: exist for the peo-
ple and support their highest vision.

Since its first habitation, ours 
has been known as “The Bloodless 
Valley”—a place for coming together, 
for healing, for collaboration. These 
values form the DNA of the place in 
which we live. We must not deny the 
power here. We are fortunate to live 
beneath the most sacred mountain in 
the world to the Hopi, and just beyond 
the Great Sand Dunes we behold the 
most sacred mountain on Mother 
Earth to the Navajo. We are geared 
for council and collaboration. To fol-
low the seed-energies of our ancestors 
is to manifest a governance that fa-
vors the wisdom of the land and Na-
ture’s consummate intelligence.

As a community, however, we 
have not ever controverted or con-
fronted the firstness of the Baca 
Grande—the energies of separation, 
of deceit, of lack of care for those who 
reside here, who invest in and dedi-
cate themselves to living on this sa-
cred land. I speak of the Baca Grande 
being laid out in the 1970s by men 
who never set foot on the ground, 
who flew over to parse out Chalet and 
Grants lots back in Phoenix, whose 

only purpose was to sell lots, who de-
ceived potential buyers by spraying 
black paint on a dirt road to make it 
seem paved, who designed a one-lot/
one-vote system that translated into 
an inherently repressive quasi-gov-
ernance permitting no form of real 
governance to arise.

Our community is on a jour-
ney—and has been since before 
my wife and I moved here in 1994. 
Thanks to the communal efforts of 
a small portion of residents, the air 
was cleared of military flyovers, the 
water preserved from transport to 
the Front Range, and the land freed 
from mining interests that would 
have put arsenic into our aquifer. We 
all enjoy a more silent, more environ-
mentally open place of pure water by 
virtue of collaborative action. 

Let us recognize that in our 
hearts lives a common unity—a com-
munity; that even though a way does 
not seem presently available, we 
long to move forward into sustaina-
bility, into unified governance, into a 
place in which we all can live in true 
human society. We cannot deny the 
power in our longing. And with long-
ing arises vision.

On behalf of those who have 
gone before us and on our own be-
half, let us proclaim our destiny of 
unity, solidarity and community 
as the underlying magnet drawing 
each of us to the end of Road T. Many 
are the prophecies and dreams and 
inner knowings that have already 
seen and honored this sacred land.

Let’s lay down our cards early: 
Even as we probe for ways to real 
community unity, let us announce 
confidently that this is, indeed, what 
we long for. Stating clearly what we 
want is the first step to its manifes-
tation. We deserve this sense of com-
munity. The destiny of our togeth-
erness is at hand. When we bring 
what’s at hand to our hearts, we 
touch invincibility. 

How mobile technology is helping  
small businesses & their employees

(StatePoint) If you run a small business, you know that there 
is almost always work to be done. However, much of your time may 
be spent on tasks that you didn’t foresee before you opened shop. 
Indeed, up to 25% of a business owner’s time can be consumed by hu-
man resources and benefits administration, according to the Small 
Business Administration.

Luckily for those who built a business to follow their passions, 
not to do paperwork, new mobile technology can help save employers’ 
time, make employees’ lives easier and attract great staff.

For example, when Michael Kerins, founder of Robust Wealth, 
a New Jersey-based provider of financial management software and 
services, began offering health benefits to his staff, he didn’t antici-
pate the amount of time required to process paperwork and answer 
questions from employees.

“Too much of my time was tied up filling out paperwork, updat-
ing records and helping employees find information,” says Kerins, 
who switched to using Zenefits, an online, all-in-one platform that 
includes HR, benefits administration and payroll.

One benefit Kerins quickly realized was time savings, as em-
ployees had access to all of their HR and benefits information in one 
place—online and through mobile apps.

“Employees can now fill out their own paperwork online, up-
load necessary documents, and make their own updates when things 
change. It makes onboarding and benefits administration ridiculous-
ly easy and paperless. I never see the forms, but I can see when they 
have been completed,” says Kerins. He also quickly noticed that his 
employees appreciate more control over their personal information 
and the ability to access all of their HR and benefits information in 
one place, including through their mobile phones.

According to Jim Lundy, principal analyst with Aragon Re-
search, using mobile technology to run a business is not just a con-
venience, it’s becoming something of a necessity.

“Mobile is now critical in the workplace, as this is how the 
younger generations expect to work,” Lundy says, “Companies need 
to adapt or risk missing out on key talent.”

Other mobile apps offer employers and their staff opportunities 
to streamline project management, email marketing campaigns and 
more.

“Mobile apps should not only help people access information, but 
allow them to take actions and move things forward,” Lundy added. 
“Over the next few years, we predict mobile devices will become the 
primary computing device for a significant percentage of workers.”

Technology Tipster

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Lap Swim 9am-10am, Open Swim 10am-10pm, Closed Thursdays
Phone:   719-378-2807
Address:1991 Co. Rd. 63, Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

September Lap Swimming: 9am-10am Daily

http://www.s
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Hourglass
Time, collapsible and circular.
Last week I took the bus to 

Denver (I no longer want to drive 
long distances) to attend my broth-
er-in-law’s funeral and be with my 
sister, Hedy, a widow of two days 
after 57 years of marriage.  I was 
a young 26 when she married, she 
was an even younger 21.  Our lives 
have seen joyous family celebra-
tions, proud accomplishments, the 
joy of children, but also separations 
and divorce, illnesses, the death of 
parents and  brother, family misun-
derstandings—the whole spectacu-
lar scenery of life’s dramas played 
out over almost six decades.

This kaleidescope of bitter-
sweet somber thoughts were jan-
gling my psyche when Harper 
dropped me off at the Synagogue 
where I was to meet the family for 
their first public recitation of the 
Kaddish, the memorial prayer for 
the dead.  I was a bit early, hav-
ing recently suffered a heart attack 
and now wanting some sitting time 
alone to settle myself and reflect 
on this latest wave of emotion and 
change in my life;  a funeral and 
a heart attack, as potent a pair 
of reminders of our mortality and 
life’s changes as one might imag-
ine.  Was it really only a short time 
ago that I was playing tennis with 
my six-year-old nephew, Adam, 

visiting my young sister in Minne-
apolis winter and celebrating with 
her and my brother-in-law the first 
house of their marriage, and then 
twenty-five years later dancing at 
her daughter’s  wedding?  And, 
now, really so close to the end . . . or 
so it felt at that moment.

As I walked through the emp-
ty parking lot a white car pulled 
in, parked, and a tiny old lady 
slowly and carefully got out.  Her 
shoulders were hunched, a wide 
hat covered her face and head,  
She walked carefully on thin 
stork-like legs, very much like my 
mother’s legs, her gait unsteady 
and frail.  She slowly turned my 
way and looked at me.  It was my 
sister’s face, swollen from crying, 
pain etched and re-etched in fur-
rows of grief.  I embraced her and 
held her thin body.

We looked at one another and 
I saw my mother, as she was almost 
exactly twenty years ago when I 
went to Israel for my father’s funer-
al.  It was the same face, the same 
body, the same grief.  For an instant 
time collapsed and I was back in 
Israel, but at the same time I was 
also here, in Denver, twenty years 
later.  For that incandescent intense 
moment I was the passing but pre-
sent grain of sand in the middle of 
the hour glass, falling between past 
and future, living the moments all 
generations must endure.

by Peter Anderson
I tell her I need to replace the glass top of an electric range. I 

tell her how the bear broke into our house, stood on top of the stove 
hoping to find some goodies in a nearby cabinet, and fell through the 
glass instead. “I understand,” says the woman on the customer hot-
line in Tennessee. “We live in the mountains, too.” 

Whether in the Sangres or the Smokies, mountain people get 
it: bear encounters come with the territory. You can take all the usu-
al precautions, but bears don’t always play by the rules. Encoun-
ters may be closer than we would like. Under such circumstances, I 
know people who shoot, make bear sausage, and shut up. I have also 
heard of a woman, who chased a bear out her back door, hollering 
and throwing bedroom slippers, after she found him eating a freshly-
baked pie at her kitchen table. A few years back, a neighbor found a 
bear that had broken into his car but could not get out. The bear had 
locked himself in and did not like that trapped-in-a-small-space feel-
ing. What do you do when an agitated bear is shredding the interior 
of your new car? My neighbor chose to liberate him from a distance, 
launching a boulder through his own windshield. Hello, Allstate? 

Every year about this time I hear of such encounters. Though 
they may stir up primal fears, especially for urban visitors, we get 
used to stories like this. But other encounters, like the one I heard 
while waiting in line to get coffee the other day, are less common and 
more chilling. A young black woman, who I met shortly after she 
moved here less than a year ago with her grandfather, told me she 
had recently moved into a new rental, a quieter place in the trees, 
further away from the road. She felt comfortable and safe there, un-
til something shattered her window one night. It was not a bear.

I don’t know why someone threw a rock through her window. 
Although, Crestone is more open to newcomers than many, if not 
most, towns, and although we are an international community, 
with representatives from many of the world’s great contemplative 
traditions, we are also very white, whiter than most towns in the 
San Luis Valley. Maybe someone wants to keep it that way. Maybe 
someone is scared of people who look different than they do. Maybe 
someone carries a deep grudge toward one of our new neighbors 
for some other reason. Or maybe someone is just a low-life racist. I 
don’t know. I do know that this is not the kind of story I am used to 
hearing in this town. May we stand in support of our new neighbors 
and keep it that way.

Aging as an  
 adventure

by Ammi Kohn

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

  U-Haul

Locally owned and operated 
since 1988

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

WINTER TIRES   WINTER SERVICE   BRAKES SERVICE   
SHOCKS & STRUTS   TRANSMISSION SERVICE   BATTERIES

TUNE-UPS   OIL CHANGES

 Mechanical Work

.
..

..

. .

SAT TILL 4PM,

call or come by and check out our tire specials

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 
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by Kizzen Laki
It was a beautiful mid-sum-

mer day in Chalk Creek Canyon. 
The creek was running full, the 
pasture was green, the horses and 
Chica Burro were enjoying the 
summer bounty. It was the mid-
1970s and I lived in a cluster of old 
cabins along Chalk Creek Canyon, 
12 miles up the canyon from town; 
simple living with other assorted 
young people.

Every morning, I went out 
early to the old stone cabin we 
used as a barn to do my morning 
chores—feed and let the chickens 
out and milk the goat. They awoke 
early and so did I. I savored that 
time before the kids woke and the 
day was fresh and cool while birds 
sang and welcomed the day.

That morning, as I walked out 
to the barn, I was surrounded by 
beautiful music filling the canyon. 
Notes that rippled and hung in the 
air. Exquisite. What is it?

Melodies came bouncing off 
the Chalk Cliffs. The canyon came 

to life. Someone, somewhere, was 
playing something grand. I just 
stood out there and listened. A 
cabin neighbor still her in her py-
jamas came out and joined me, us 
both marvelling at the sound. The 
serenade lasted about an hour then 
stopped. Later that evening, as 
the stars were just coming out and 
moonlight lit up the cliffs, the mu-
sic started again. Magical.

This went on for several days. 
I came to look forward to the beau-
tiful music.  All of us at the cabins 
were enthralled. Who is it? What is 
it?  “A saxophone” said a musician 
friend. 

It was hard to pinpoint exactly 
where the sound was coming from 
as it rolled through the canyon.  
The only place it could come from 
was across the creek and down-
stream a bit, where there were sev-
eral houses.  I wandered that way 
during the day, but couldn’t find 
the musician. By now I was in love. 
I had to find him.

Tried again, knocking on Al 

McClellen’s door.  Al was the per-
son who started the first rafting 
company on the Arkansas River 
in Chaffee County. He had a nice 
home in the canyon with a big deck 
and hot tub overlooking the creek. 
We’d enjoyed a few wintery soaks 
in that tub. He also let guests stay 
there.  This had to be the place. It 
was. A gentle man answered my 
knock, and yes he was the one play-
ing the saxophone on out the deck. 
He hoped he wasn’t bothering any-
one.  I told him I was in love. He 
laughed.

He was a professional musi-
cian from New York City taking a 
retreat for 6 weeks. He loved the 
canyon, loved bouncing notes off 
the canyon walls, loved having the 
music float into the canyon. 

I invited him to the cabins, 
but he was shy and declined. On 
retreat.

So for the next few weeks as 
summer moved toward fall we were 
treated to his playing from afar, 
morning and evening—sometimes 
a little upbeat jazzy or with some 
soulful blues thrown in, sometimes 
more classical, sometimes just 
stream of consciousness melodies 
as New York melted into Colorado 
canyons.

Playing for deer and horses, 
trees, streams and mountains. 

Playing to moonlight and starlight. 
Playing to please himself.

Always beautiful.
One day the music stopped. 

Gone to town? No, sadly, gone 
home. I’m sure he brought canyon-
infused music back to New York. 
Maybe back to a symphony. May-
be to a subway. I never knew his 
name. But I, and the canyon, will 
always remember his music.

In the 1970’s Kizzen lived with 
her family in a cluster of old cab-
ins in Chalk Creek Canyon. They 
chopped wood and hauled water. 
This is a story from those days.

Mountain Mamas  
    Tell Tall Tales

Chalk Creek Stories
Canyon Serenade

The white chalk cliffs rise above our cluster of cabins.

Preserve the  
precious night sky!

Turn off or shield  
your lights.











427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

Emergencies Welcome❖
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges 
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Permanent Crowns

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Modern Technology 
Digital X-Rays

prepared and delivered in one appointment

The Trouble Shooter
Master Builder with 44 years experience  

in all phases of construction & repair

David Burrill
719-588-6961

davidburrill11@gmail.com

Photovoltaic & Hot Water Solar  
Design & Installation

Construction Consultation & Design      Building Tools Rental

Agua Solar

Accepting consignments daily

Fall Hours:
Monday-Saturday ~ 10am-6pm  • ❉ •  Sunday ~ 10am-5pm

Men’s and Women’s Clothing & Accessories

Furniture, Housewares, & Home Decor
222 F Street, Salida

(719) 539-4580

312 E. Main Buena Vista
(719) 966-5159

134 F Street, Salida
(719) 539-5490

mailto:davidburrill11@gmail.com
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L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

by Suzanne McGregor
We wish all the young peo-

ple who started school a great 
year full of exciting experienc-
es, new knowledge—and lots of 
reading!  For the little ones who 
were left behind, we could have 
something here at the library.  

Miss Penny from the Saguache 
Public Library will start the fall 
reading program if there is suf-
ficient interest in our commu-
nity.  Babies, toddlers and their 
caregivers can hear a story, do 
crafts, and have healthy snacks, 
along with valuable social inter-
action.  There is no charge for 
the program, and drop-ins are 
most welcome.  Please, parents 
and caregivers, let us know if 
you and your child(ren) would 
participate—otherwise, we will 
have to put the reading program 
on hold.

And speaking of children 
and reading, a delightful dis-
covery was made when we 

were going through the chil-
dren’s books and thinning out 
in order to make room for new 
books (our most difficult task 
in the library).  Bartholomew 
and the Oobleck by Dr. Seuss 
was acquired by the library in 
1979, three years after our li-
brary was created here in 1976,  
and it was last checked out re-
cently.  That is about 37 years 
of children enjoying this book 
from the Baca Grande Library.  
Think about how many laps 
were snuggled in, how many lit-
tle hands touched the pictures.  
It is a great reminder to us how 
valuable our community library 
was then and continues to be in 

the present and into the future.
Many thanks to Howie and 

Thom for putting a motion light 
in the bathroom so folks do not 
have to fumble around in the 
dark looking for the light switch, 
and to David for fixing the wir-
ing in our supply room so we can 
see in there without a flashlight.  
Volunteers make all the differ-
ence to us on dark days in the 
library!

Notice:  The library will be 
closed on Labor Day, Monday, 
September 4.                                          

Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.

  Nestled in the woods you can

Electrum’s Rentals
Retreat and Enjoy!!

The Hobbit House
Shamanic Healing House

Rental House Management

Call or text: 719-588-2114
globalspirit13@gmail.com

Nighly, Weekly, Monthly

Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units
with individual bathrooms

Fully furnished kitchens
Spacious and Private

Beautiful views 
Long-term, Group, & Off-season Rates

[

[

[

[

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonerentals.net

Rest, Relax, & Reconnect!
Hourly, Nightly, Weekly
Memberships Available

10% Crestone Referral Discount
 Call or Text 720.363.1921

soulspacecolorado@gmail.com

SOUL SPACE COLORADO Welcome
Baca Townhouse No. 9

505.983.1343          505.670.0194
mswingard@gmail.com

BacaTownhouse.com

Beautiful, gentle, 
relaxing setting

Two floors, two bedrooms,  
two baths

Reasonable Rate

free wifi, near Desert Sage
easy walk into Crestone

Bed & Breakfast

DragonflyHouseCrestone.com

719-256-4859

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:globalspirit13@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com
http://www.crestonerentals.net
mailto:soulspacecolorado@gmail.com
mailto:mswingard@gmail.com
mailto:collcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.collhouse.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Ish
1/ Ring of Fire:  
2012 Episodes—An oil rig in a small town has mis-

taken a huge pocket of  magma for oil which, if tapped, 
will set off a volcanic event. Somehow this one episod-
ic release sets off a cataclysmic chain event across the 
world, what is known as an ELE . . . Extinction Level 

Event. Entertaining, parlaying with the greed of the times, action thriller.
2/ Short Cuts:  
1993—Robert Altman’s mosaic masterpiece based on Raymond 

Carver’s short stories unfolds as a variety of seeming uninspired char-
acters whose lives become intertwined through various twists of fate as 
they go to concerts, jazz clubs and have their pools cleaned while lying, 
drinking and cheating. Great ensemble of actors: Jack Lemon, Andie 
MacDowell, Julianne Moore, Matthew Modine, Jennifer Jason Leigh, 
Chris Penn, Robert Downey Jr., Madeleine Stowe, Tim Robbins, Lili 
Tomlin, Frances McDormand, Lyle Lovett, Huey Lewis and yet others.

3/ The Void:  
2001—A scientist is working on a super collider project that could 

solve the planet’s energy problems, when the collider is unintentionally 
activated. A ruthless CEO holds the scientist captive when she tries to 
stop the top secret particle acceleration experiment that she fears may 
create a black hole on earth.

4/ The Grandmaster:  
2013—Based on a true story of Ip Man’s life as Chinese Kung Fu 

master and teacher of Bruce Lee. His world changes while the Japanese 
invasion looms and rival master Gong Er and her father arrive in his 
village. As Gong Er’s father retires, she finds love with Ip Man who is 
conflicted by his feelings. She challenges him for the sake of her father’s 
honor. After the second Sino-Japanese War, Ip Man moves to Hong Kong 
while Gong Er chooses the path of vengenance after her father is killed. 
Stars Tony Leung.

5/ Roger Dodger:  
2002—A story of a coming-of-age virgin who seeks to be schooled 

in the art of “manipulating women” by his very cynical advertising copy-
writer uncle with a razor sharp wit, who believes he’s mastered this area 
of bedding women. As this unfolds Roger, the uncle, realizes he’s the one 
who has a lot to learn about what women and men really want. Stars: 
Campbell Scott, Jesse Eisenberg, Isabella Rossellini, Elizabeth Berkley, 
Jennifer Beals.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

THEME: STATE CAPITALS 
ACROSS
1. Hindu sage or a tea brand
6. Plant production
9. Big first for a baby
13. *#2 Down native
14. Mutt
15. Doggy
16. Newbery Medal, e.g.
17. Back then
18. Alternative spelling of although
19. *The Great Lake State capital
21. *Capital named after 4th presi-
dent
23. Color quality
24. Type of soda pop
25. British news broadcaster
28. MaÓtre d’s list
30. Occupied oneself
35. Pearl Harbor island
37. Popular movie candy
39. Little one
40. Bodily disorders
41. *No witches in this state’s capital
43. Capital on the Dnieper
44. Dipping tobacco brand
46. Love-____ relationship
47. Main Web page
48. Attractive to look at
50. Your majesty
52. Sea to a Spaniard
53. Duds
55. Filling station filler
57. *Capital named for Sir Walter
61. *State with the smallest capital 
by population
65. 007, e.g.
66. Keats’ poem
68. Metric unit of capacity
69. Set in motion
70. Break a commandment
71. Ann B. Davis on “The Brady 
Bunch”
72. Sound warning
73. “Ideas worth spreading” online 
talk
74. Bothersome

DOWN
1. Unit of money in Iran
2. *Des Moines state
3. Ugly Duckling, eventually
4. Like Siberian winters
5. In on periodic table
6. Slang for heroin
7. Leo mo.
8. Movie trailer, e.g.
9. More than one solo
10. Tater pieces
11. Audio bounce-back
12. Sound unit
15. Exotic furniture wood
20. Must-haves
22. Priestly garb
24. Oldsmobile model
25. *The Gem State capital
26. Uncooperative, like a mule
27. Actress Sevigny
29. Biblical captain
31. Punjabi believer
32. “Kick the bucket,” e.g.
33. a.k.a. dropsy
34. *Founded by William Penn
36. Sky defender
38. Search for Extraterrestrial Intel-
ligence, acr.
42. Get together, like AOL and Time 
Warner
45. Lute player
49. Yule treat
51. Same as earflap
54. White-sheeted apparition
56. Upside down frown
57. Poison ivy symptom
58. Type of sax
59. Pinocchio, e.g.
60. Garner wages
61. Offer ware
62. Elevator inventor
63. Adam’s apple spot
64. 3-point shot
67. *Motto heard in Concord: “Live 
Free or ____”

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com


Houses & Property for Sale

LOTS FOR SALE 
Several Exceptional Building Lots For Sale. 
Chalet I: #1480-81, 1537, 1548, 1554, 
1848-9. Chalet II: 2841, 2638-39-40, 
4083, 4200. Grants: 1210. Chuck. 720-
480-2066 

BUY YOUR SACRED LAND NOW 
Now is the time to make sure you have a 
place in this amazing location. Beautiful 
building lots in Chalet II. Secure your spot 
in Crestone, Colorado – this amazingly 
powerful energy vortex. 719-256-5768

Land home build together no 
money down (Colorado) 

$100000 Land and construction loan (all in 
one) – no money down available (COLORADO) 
CALL DEANNA at 775-554-4173 i will refer you 
to the top guy..or if you have net see Craig’s 
list add same tittle.. Let him know you saw my 
ad?Namasde’ Deanna Omler From the heArt! 
I think could be an answer to “Small Homes” 
colum for some. I’ll see u soon! 
One Bedroom Home Spectacular 

Location for Sale 
900 sq. foot one bedroom home with 
spectacular views high up in Chalet One 
for sale. $157K. Contact Sasha Dorje 
303.817.5529. tsulpen@mac.com

Once in a lifetime 
For sale by owner. A unique property unlike 
anything else in Crestone Baca. 40acres 
next to wilderness developed completely 
off grid, non toxic building materials and 
so much more. Serious buyers only. Call 
3037264509

Make It Happen 
GREAT OPPORTUNITY! 1178 sq ft home in 
good condition on 2 consolidated lots in 
Casita Park. 3 bed, 2ba. Remodelled master 
bath. Large fenced yard. Studio building. 
Convenient location w/ample parking. $65K. 
(719) 256-5728. casitapark@gmail.com

Houses for Rent

Nice house for rent
House for rent in Casita Park, 3 bedroom 
/2 bath, w/d, fenced yard. Close to library, 
golf and tennis courts. $900 per month.  
Call 970-275-4480.

Warm and Efficient 
Beautiful 4 bdrm 2 bath home in Chalet 
I. 2 acres, backs up to the creek, Privacy! 
Steambath & outside sauna. Access to S. 

Crestone creek trail behind the house. 
Awesome garden. Outside brick oven. 1 
dog ok, fenced yard. Built w/ non-toxic 
materials. Solar sys. for radiant floor heat 
& showers. 1 year lease $2400/mo. 1st,last, 
security deposit. 256-4505 Available Nov. 1

Stunningly Furnished 1BR/1BA 
Retreat Home

Wood stove/pass.solar, landscaped 
grounds/water feature, W/D, pics: airbnb.
com/rooms/144125 prefer long term 
$1200/mo 505-728-0244

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent

office space for rent 
I am sharing a beautiful sunny office space 
3-4 days a week, at the entrance of the baca 
for $30/day. Call Harald at 719-221-5259 .

GORGEOUS OFFICE SPACE FOR 
RENT 

Over 550 sq.ft, full bath, 2 offices, all utilities 
included. Gorgeous space with mountain 
views. Quiet area on Brookview. 5 minutes 
from town. $525. Call Lonnie 520-282-1294.

Private Room on Cottonwood 
Creek 

Upstairs of Odin’s Lair BnB available August 
1. Private room with King size bed. W/d, hot 
tub, shared kitchen and bath. $75/night, 
$150/week, $500/mo. 719-580-4094

Cooperative Housing
Five bedrooms within walking distance 
to town, in a household based upon 
permaculture principles. Children 
welcome. $450-$600/room + util. Call 
Heather or Nathan 719.256.4768

Services

SKYHAWK CONSTRUCTION 
Are you interested in energy efficient 
construction and indoor air quality? Call 
Paul for remodels or new homes. 256-
4505. paulkoppana@yahoo.com

Craig Electric Services 
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.com

CERTIFIED YOGA THERAPIST 
Certified Yoga Therapist with The International 
Association of Yoga Therapists,is interested 
in working with a few clients while visiting 
Crestone for the month of September 2017. 
Please visit my website at www.dharmayoga.
biz to find out more about me and the services 
I provide as well as an introduction to Yoga 
Therapy! All contact information is available 
on the website. 

RELIABLE CARPENTRY  
& HANDYMAN SERVICES 

8 years experience in carpentry, painting, 
stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. Drug/
Alcohol free. Free Estimates 719-992-0093

Veterans’ Benefits 
County Veteran Service Officer does 
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at 
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn 
about your benefits.

Service • Safety • Satisfaction

THE VALLEY’S HOME  
FOR THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

Call Nathan today to see how 
we can save you money on 

your heating bill!

shangri lahstove@gmail.com
www.shangri lahcolorado.com

( 7 1 9 )  2 5 6 - 4 7 6 8

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

a reporter’s blog…

Healthy beef
raised in a responsible 

organic pasture
Available for sale

Contact Amber Felmlee

303-886-9436

C R A Z Y  H E I F E R  R A N C H

PUBLIC NOTICE
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:tsulpen@mac.com
mailto:casitapark@gmail.com
mailto:paulkoppana@yahoo.com
mailto:sdossenback@gmail.com
http://www.dharmayoga
mailto:shangrilahstove@gmail.com
http://www.shangrilahcolorado.com


Computer Service/Repairs 
PC consultant/technician since 1985 with 
a full shop in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and 
prevention, hard drive data recovery, 
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110

Construction Assistant 
Experienced laborer available to assist on 
construction jobs. Call James Henwood @ 
719-937-3547. $15/hr. min.

Building or Designing a Home? 
Building or Designing a Home (also 
Renovations)? www.SunPeakBuilders.com 
Also, listen to my podcast on How2BuildGreen.
com Adam Fries 970-426-9446

Recycling 
Bring your recyclables to the parking lot 
across the street from Aventa the first & 
third Saturdays of each month, 10am-2pm. 
Waste Free SLV will be asking $10 for the 
average household, less for small amounts, 
more for larger. 719-588-2703. 

Help Wanted

Room for advancement! 
Tired of potatoes? Superior Excelsior is 
hiring warehouse laborers in Hooper, CO. 
Competitive wage as well as chance for 
advancement. Call Mike 8am to 6pm Mon. 
thru Fri. 480-296-9594

Small Homes… Answer 
If I can find some adequate lots are there 
any locals that can help me build some 
Eco houses. I don’t have a great deal of 
money but I saw the ad for housing and 
I too kicked around these mountains and 
valleys as a young girl. I too would like 

to move there . Any help or info. Call Ms. 
Omler. 775-544-4173 I’m eager to help if 
there are interested parties. Or homes for 
sale that will accept a large down and a few 
payments. So I can get started. 

Charter School Open Positions 
The Crestone Charter School seeks 
motivated individuals to fill these positions: 
Spanish Teacher for part time work/ 2 
afternoons a week.  Paraprofessional for 
full time work Classroom Aid for part 
time work. All applicants must submit a 
resume and cover letter by August 14th, 
2017. Please call (719)256-4907 for any 
additional information. 

Administrative Assistant 
Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District 
is accepting applications for a part-time 
Administrative Assistant. Candidates must 
have excellent customer service and 
organizational skills, proficient use of 
Microsoft Office Suite and have the ability to 
learn new software programs. High School 
diploma or equivalent is required. Prior 
customer service and office experience is 
preferred. Understanding of the operations 
of special districts or local government a 
plus. Application can be picked up at the 
District office of downloaded here… http://
www.bacawater.com/pdfs/JobApplication.
pdf. Submit a completed application 
and resume to: Human Resources, Baca 
Grande Water and Sanitation District, PO 
Box 520 – 57 Baca Grant Way S., Crestone, 
Co 81131. Application deadline: Open until 
filled. No phone calls please. 

Free

Free Manure 
Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-14

  Used Appliances
         & Repairs

Aaron Anderson
719.298.1026

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV
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Dear EarthTalk:  
What exactly is Al Gore’s 
Climate Reality Project 
and how does it work to 
train activists?   
        —Kelly G., Washington, DC

The Climate Reality Project 
is a non-profit launched in 2006 (it 
was originally called the Alliance 
for Climate Protection) by Nobel 
laureate and former U.S. Vice Pres-
ident Al Gore to address climate 
change following up on the release 
of his influential book and documen-
tary film, An Inconvenient Truth. 
Climate Reality serves as the nerve 
center of Gore’s advocacy and edu-
cation efforts to spread the word 
about the need to ratchet down our 
greenhouse gas emissions to stave 
off the cataclysmic effects of global 
warming.

Climate Reality’s primary fo-
cus right now is in training volun-
teer advocates— “Climate Reality 
Leaders”—to go out into their com-
munities and educate policymakers 
and members of the public about 
the need to take action to mitigate 
climate change while countering 
so-called “climate denial” efforts 
funded by oil companies and per-
petuated by right wing think tanks. 
So far, some 12,000 individuals from 
136 countries have participated in 
Climate Reality training events.

The primary tool these Cli-
mate Reality Leaders use to spread 
the word is a regularly updated 
slide show originally created by 
Gore in the late 1980s (and made fa-
mous by the 2006 film version of An 
Inconvenient Truth) that lays out 
the facts behind climate change—
detailing example after example 
of human-induced global warming 
wreaking havoc by lashing low-ly-
ing areas with massive storms, kill-
ing thousands with blistering heat 
waves and turning human popula-
tions already marginalized by war 
and famine into migratory climate 
refugees searching for safer places 

to live—and provides information 
on real-world solutions that already 
exist around the globe.

Most recently, Climate Reality 
has supported the creation and dis-
tribution of the follow-up to an In-
convenient Truth, a new documenta-
ry entitled An Inconvenient Sequel: 
Truth to Power. The film, released 
worldwide in July 2017, follows Gore 
around the world, documenting how 
global warming is already ravaging 
the planet and showcasing solutions 
from every quarter that can inspire 
others to take similar action. Cli-
mate Reality is working to get the 
film in front of millions of viewers, as 
it did with the original film, in hopes 
it will inspire a new generation of 
citizen activists. 

And come December, Cli-
mate Reality will host its annual 
“24 Hours of Reality,” a free, live-
streamed multimedia event that 
features a different climate-related 
theme each year. Last year’s broad-
cast showcased action in the world’s 
top 24 greenhouse gas emitting 
countries, while the previous year’s 
version focused on the top 24 solu-
tions globally in the lead-up to the 
Paris COP21 climate negotiations.

“When you talk, your friends 
and family listen,” reports Climate 
Reality. “That’s why it’s so impor-
tant that every climate activist use 
their voice to spread the truth about 
the climate crisis.” Even those who 
haven’t attended Climate Reality 
event can download the free “I Am 
Still In” action kit which teaches 

people how to build support for 
clean energy and other climate so-
lutions at the community level.

“There are many ways to use 
your voice, and whether you write 
a letter to the editor of your local 
paper or call your representative 
or talk to your neighbors, you can 
make a difference in sharing the 
truth and shaping public opinion 
right when your planet needs you,” 
concludes Climate Reality.

CONTACTS: Climate Real-
ity Project, www.climatereality-
project.org; Reality Drop, www.re-
alitydrop.org; 24 Hours of Reality, 
www.24hoursofreality.org.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss and is a 
registered trademark of the nonprof-
it Earth Action Network. To donate, 
visit www.earthtalk.org. Send ques-
tions to: question@earthtalk.org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
September, 2017

Total precipitation for pe-
riod:
Liquid precip: 2.26”
Snow: 0.0
Measurable precipitation fell on 
16 days.
Measurable rain fell on 16 days.
A trace of rain fell on 6 days
6 Thunderstorms occurred
Hail fell on one day.
No snow was recorded
Total precipitation year to 
date:
Since Jan 1: 10.13”
Total snow to date:  
Since Jan 1: 52.1”
Snow Season*: 0.0”
*Snow season runs from July 1 
to June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 85.8°F on July 21
Low temp: 43.2°F on August 18 
Avg. high: 79.4°F 
Avg. low: 48.7°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 80°: 10
Number of days with the low 
temperature at or below 50°: 20
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 2.0 mph  
Highest gust: 38 mph on Aug. 1
Main direction: Out of the east at 
night, out of the south southwest 
during the day.

Weather summary: 
It seemed wet during this 

period, but thanks to things dry-
ing out a bit in August, we were 
actually at normal overall. Tem-
peratures were at normal for the 
last 11 days of July, while being 
a couple of degrees below nor-
mal in the first 3 weeks of Au-
gust. For the first time in over 
3 months, Crestone/Baca saw a 
weather record broken when, on 
August 3, the high temperature 
of 68° was a record low high for 
the date. The old record was 72°, 
set in 1999.

Outlook for September:
As we all know, summer 

ends this month and tempera-
tures start to cool off as the days 
grow shorter. The average highs 
and lows in the first week of the 
month are 75° and 44°, and by the 
end of the month they drop down 
to highs and lows of 66° and 35°. 
The temperature records for the 
month are a high of 87°, set on 3 
different days in the first week of 
the month in the years of 1995 
and 2013. The record low was 
18°, set on September 29, 1999.

Precipitation wise, Septem-
ber is our third wettest month of 
the year, averaging 1.41”. The re-
cord precipitation for the month 
is 3.38”, set in 2006. In the past, 
one in three Septembers would 
see some measurable snow, but 
thanks to climate change, that 
doesn’t happen as often any-
more. Last year in September 
we did see our first measurable 
snowfall of the season, but it was 
the first time in 10 full years that 
measurable September snow fell 
in Crestone/Baca.  

The 30-day outlook for Sep-
tember (as of August 18) from 
the NWS for the Crestone/Baca 
area is calling for both average 
temperatures and precipitation.

Note: For current Crestone weather 
conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

❍ I am a new subscriber   ❍ Just a renewal  ❍ I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _________________________________Email: ______________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

Bulk 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state) 
1 issue/month Bulk mail

First Class 
1 issue/month First Class mail

Digital Only
Go digital with  

The Crestone Eagle!                  
Paper Only Paper 

+ Digital
Paper Only Paper 

+ Digital
Just $15 for 12 
issues .pdf file 

1yr  ❑ $20   ❑ $25  ❑ $32  ❑ $37   ❑ $15
2yrs  ❑ $35  ❑ $40  ❑ $59  ❑ $64  ❑ $30
3yrs  ❑ $50  ❑ $55  ❑ $86  ❑ $91  ❑ $45

N
ow

 offering discounted 
subscription rates!

Al Gore created the Climate Reality Project to be the nerve center of his advocacy and 
education efforts to spread the word about the need to ratchet down our greenhouse 
gas emissions to stave off the cataclysmic effects of global warming. 
 photo courtesy of World Bank Photo Collection, FlickrCC

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured

       
     TERRAPIN & COMPANY
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