
Environment a priority for Colorado’s legislature
by Lisa Cyriacks
In its final days for 2019, the 

Colorado legislature passed the 
most significant climate change bill 
in Colorado history. House Bill 19-
1261 establishes Colorado green-
house gas reduction goals that are 
anchored in science, provides for 
the development of cost-effective 
solutions to achieve pollution cuts 
and makes an appropriation of 
funds to cover costs of implemen-
tation.

Climate stability is the most 
urgent and challenging policy issue 
of our time. While the current fed-
eral administration is actively un-

dermining climate action, Colorado 
legislators have stepped up to pave 
the way to a clean energy future for 
Coloradans.

Colorado is already a national 
leader in fighting greenhouse gas 
pollution from power plants and 
is in the process of making strides 
in the transportation sector, which 
combined represent more than 60% 
of total greenhouse gas pollution in 
Colorado. 

House Bill 19-1261, titled the 
“Climate Action Plan To Reduce 
Pollution” states that Colorado 
shall have statewide goals to reduce 
2025 greenhouse gas emissions 

by at least 26%, 2030 greenhouse 
gas emissions by at least 50%, and 
2050 greenhouse gas emissions by 
at least 90% of the levels of green-
house gas emissions that existed in 
2005.

Reaching those goals will re-
quire emissions reductions across 
the board: electric generation, 
transportation, oil and gas extrac-
tion and refinery emissions, indus-
trial and residential energy use, 
and gas leaks from coal mines.

But the Climate Action Plan to 
Reduce Pollution is more than that. 
The bill calls on State regulators 
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Northern harrier hawk cruising over wetlands in the San Luis Valley in search of prey.  photo by Peter Ismert
 To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com
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Crestone Charter School receives  
Colorado Safe Routes to School Funding

by Grace Anderson
Crestone Charter School 

(CCS) was awarded $500,000 re-
cently by the Colorado Department 
of Transportation’s Colorado Safe 
Routes to School Program to build 
an accessible bike path from Cami-
no Baca Grande to the CCS cam-
pus at 330 Lime Street. 

The Colorado Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) distributes funds 
through a competitive process to 
schools and community groups 
striving to develop active travel 
programs.  Besides reducing con-

gestion and improving air quality 
around the school, Crestone Char-
ter School aims to further reduce 
the carbon emissions, improve 
student health and enhance stu-
dent environmental awareness by 
encouraging non-motorized com-
muting.

Recent national research and 
results from local school districts 
shows that Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) education and encour-
agement programs can increase 
walking and biking rates by 5% 
per year and building crosswalks, 

sidewalks, and other infrastruc-
ture near schools can increase 
walking and biking by 18%.  We ex-
pect an even larger boost in active 
transportation rates in the Cres-
tone-Baca community.  

The vast majority of CCS par-
ents surveyed cited safety concerns 
when asked why they hesitated 
to allow their students to bike to 
school.

“The intersection at the Ki-
osk (the Y intersection between 
CR T, Camino Baca Grande and 

continued on page 5

Jump into summer!  See our Summer 
Fun Special Section for fun things to do 
and places to go.
   photo courtesy Great Sand Dunes Nat’l Park
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Dear Editor;
I just wanted to thank the 

forty wonderful Saguache County 
residents and some at-large who 
participated in the three landfill 
clean ups that took place between 
Saturday March 9 and April 20. 

We moved 180 cubic yards 
(3/4s of a football field’s worth) of 
single stream recycling material 
(plastic, glass, paper, aluminum), to 
the Alpine Material Recovery Facil-
ity (MRF) in Denver for processing. 
Also, thanks to MDS out of Creede 
for providing the six 30-yard roll 
offs. The volunteers are as follows: 
May Engquist, Rick Barandes, 
Ann Silver, Dave Kirchner, Ken-
dall Magnussen, Harry Sutton, 
Merry Colony, Aliandra Blaszak, 
Wade Lockhart, Beth Green, Rob-
in Durrance, McGregor Gaines, 
Peggy Godfrey, Scott Young, Jeanie 
Krogh, Peter Schlegel, Bill Suther-
land, Judy Gilbert, Jillian Klarl, 
Jason Anderson, Jan Foster Miller, 
Jeff Sorensen, Larry Lechtenberg, 
Eric Haarer, Connie Bielecki, Beth 
Kinney, Paul Kloppenburg, Tom 
DeMers, David Scott, Ward Olin, 
Deborah Bouvier, Mark Bluestein, 
Jodie Tucker, Ray Ouilette, Jon-
athon, Rita Berault. From Orient 
Land Trust: Mark Jacobi, Cynthia 
L. Nielsen, Kelly Michelle and Su-
zanne Rouge. 

My apologies up front if I may 
have missed someone. May this be 
the beginning of a beautiful rela-
tionship towards better waste di-
version and recycling. Remember, 
the first R in the 3 Rs is Reduce! 
Reuse, Recycle. For a better planet.

Sincerely,
Christine Canaly, Director
San Luis Valley Ecosystem 

Council

A big CVFD thank you!
Dear Editor,
All the members of the Cres-

tone Volunteer Fire Department 
would like to express their grat-
itude to all who came and joined 
us at our open house on May 4. In 
addition one of our department vol-
unteers was able to collect many 
donations from generous communi-
ty members. He used the tactic big 
city departments  employ, stand-
ing in the middle of the road with 
a fire boot held out as a receptacle. 
We were delighted to find out how 
much cash we received. A huge 
thank you to you all; you know who 
you are. We will be able to buy a 
headset for the pump operator as 
well as other items that we could 
not afford as we were just about 
completely out of money. 

Please stay tuned for a fund-
raiser most likely to be held at the 
firehouse on the 4th of July week-
end, another day of interdepend-
ence. Many blessings, and please 
stay safe. 

—Nathan Good and everyone 
from the Crestone Volunteer Fire 
Department

Live in Harmony
Dear Editor,
The verdict is in. We are liv-

ing in the midst of the Earth’s sixth 
mass extinction event.

Writing this month’s Eagle 
article on the Colorado legisla-
ture’s efforts to reduce greenhouse 
gases, it gave me time to think of 
the breadth of history this topic has 
been under discussion.

In 1984, Bob Dylan sang of 
“man inventing his doom” (“License 
to Kill”). Throughout my lifetime, 
his songs tell a story and give the 
world a reason to survive. 

This spurred me into recog-
nizing that the task of protecting 
the planet can’t be left up to politi-
cians or spiritual teachers. I admit 
sixteen-year-old Greta Thunberg 
(2018 UN Climate Change Confer-
ence) also had a lot to do with it. 

In 2018 the UN reported that 
over one million species could go 
extinct. High on that list is conifer-
ous forests. Coniferous forests are 
disappearing globally at the rate of 
1.5 acres per second. 

Look around you. This is right 
where you and I live! 

What if being here now leads 
to our extinction?

Forests absorb carbon dioxide 
during photosynthesis, and that 
process is the most potent of all the 
natural ways carbon is removed 
from the atmosphere and stored on 
land. 

Yet this past year I have 
watched trailer load after trailer 
load of tree limbs that have been 
cut and removed to the “burn pit”. 
Cutting a tree releases CO2 into 
the atmosphere. These cuttings 
and trees were then burned in the 
pit—releasing even more CO2 into 
the atmosphere.

Why was this done? I am told: 
because people’s homes are more 
important than trees; because peo-
ple need to make money; because 
people are afraid of trees contribut-
ing to wildfire. 

With each breath I take, I sa-
vor the wonders of life. Breathe in, 
breathe out.

Letting go of fear, that is the 
practice. 

Coming to the realization, 
“That pine tree is not just matter 
as it possesses a sense of knowing.” 
[Thich Nat Hahn]

With each breath, I open my 
heart, practice kindness and com-
passion, and I grieve for Mother 
Earth. What if while being here 
now, I disappear? 

To what else should I devote 
my life?

—Lisa Cyriacks

What is really going on?
Dear Editor,
A friend of mine from Cres-

tone recently lost a loved one. I 
contacted her to offer my condo-
lences. During our conversation I 
explained my theory about death 
and dying.

She was very receptive to my 
thoughts on the matter, and she 
suggested that I write my philoso-
phy down. So I dutifully do so be-
low:

There are two planes of exist-
ence. The world in which we live 
now is one of these planes. The 
other plane of existence of which 
I speak is that plane of existence 

which we refer to as Heaven. That 
is where our consciousness goes af-
ter we die.

What is interesting about this 
situation is that “Heaven”, the oth-
er plane of existence, is the “real” 
or “permanent” world. It has al-
ways been there and will always 
be there. It is where our soul will 
always go after a life here on earth 
or elsewhere.

The other world of existence 
of which we are so familiar is the 
world in which we live now. It is 
a temporary world for our soul. 
We come here for a short period of 
time in order to learn certain les-
sons which always involve learning 
about some facet of love. After we 
have learned whatever we came 
here to learn or experience, we go 
back home to our permanent world 
(Heaven).

It is that simple. This is what 
Jesus came here to teach us. He 
came here two thousand years ago. 
In terms of the Universe, this is not 
a very long time. How many years 
did it take to create the Grand 
Canyon? Millions of years. So, 
everything considered, we, man-
kind, I believe are doing a pretty 
good job of learning our lessons 
about love. I believe that Jesus and 
God are rather satisfied with our 
progress.

I am seventy-nine years old. I 
have seen it. During my life I have 
seen us progress significantly in 
our capacity for love and compas-
sion. So I have great hope for us.

My own learning about this 
matter was greatly speeded up 
when I was sent to the Vietnam 
War. The 800 young American sol-
diers who I saw die, and the mag-
nificence in which they did their 
duty, made an awful impact on me. 
It changed me forever. For the bet-
ter. Now I understand. Now I trust 
God completely. 

Few people really trust God. I 
do. Because of Vietnam. God works 
in mysterious ways.

Michael Miller

A hope for our future 
Dear Editor,

“The better part of luck is pre-
paredness.”

I’m not a politician, although 
I have learned that just having an 
opinion would make me vulnerable 
to that malady. Most of us would 
rather have someone else do it. 
For small elections, especially here 
in the valley, it may seem inconse-
quential, and to some degree it has 
been, although when it comes to wa-
ter resources, I have seen different-
ly. Many were unaware of our stake 
in an increasingly important issue: 
electricity—its sourcing, generation 
and transmission, use and disposal. 
Disposal being of the waste prod-
ucts created by the process.

The REC is a “cornerstone” in-
stitution in the SLV.  Much that we 
have taken for granted hangs in the 
balance. Hanging in the balance on 
one account is our appetite for cheap 
energy that is always available. It 
is the lifeblood of our carbon-inten-
sive economy. With this fossil-fueled 
powerhouse, the REC has been a di-
rect partner in the economic growth 
and prosperity of our valley. Moving 
to the present, economic and envi-
ronmental challenges are asking us 
to make changes in the way we do 
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Editor’s Notes
Summer fun!

Finally, it’s June in the high 
country of Colorado. Most Colo-
radans had welcomed our very 
snowy winter—we greatly needed 
all the water. It has been wonder-
ful to see glorious white moun-
tains.  But unless you are a total 
fanatic skier, you have watched 
our April and then May snow-
storms wondering when it would 
ever stop.

Well, the snow has stopped 
(maybe) and the winds will soon 
die down (let’s not talk about the 
wind as it may discourage tour-
ists and new home buyers). We 
have hit a sweet spot where the 
trees and grass are incredibly 
green and the days are reaching 
a mild 60s & 70s and the mosqui-
toes haven’t hit yet (oops, let’s not 
talk about mosquitoes, let’s imag-
ine they all froze out).

Now is the time to visit our 
wonderful part of Colorado. Come 
enjoy the abundance of wildlife. 
Tame deer in Crestone will pose 
for you and eat from your hand 
(please don’t feed the deer). En-
joy camping in the backcountry 
(please don’t feed the bears). Or 
in our nice campgrounds along 
our full running creeks (keep an 
eye out for high water if it rains!).

We have thousands of acres 
of national forest surrounding us 
with Forest Service roads and hik-
ing trails taking you into beauti-
ful and remote areas (be prepared 
for mud). Visit Penitente Canyon 
and the Great Sand Dunes (bring 
sunscreen). Birdwatching will be 
great at the wildlife refuges.

When you’ve soaked up 
enough of the great outdoors you 
can head for a soak at our hot 
springs, visit our small towns and 
museums, have locally brewed 
beer (alcohol affects you more at 
higher altitudes) and dine at our 
locally owned restaurants.

It’s a wonderful time to get 
out and up! Happy Summer every-
one. (Remember to leave no trace.)

—Kizzen
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business. Mitigating the impacts of 
our present carbon-intensive econo-
my is part of the “stewardship” we 
are entrusted with. We are being 
asked to move to a  “carbon-neu-
tral” economy, with radical speed.  
Carbon-neutral means no more 
burning of fossil fuels. We all know 
that cannot happen overnight, but 
many well-researched studies show 
that we can achieve that goal by 
2050, with measurable mileposts 
set along the way. This necessity 
to reach a carbon-neutral economy 
means we must take full advantage 
of renewable energy production, 
and we have the means to do it. The 
fable of “The Ant and the Grasshop-
per” comes to my mind.

Thus far, my campaign has 
been focused on the most immediate 

tasks: reaching out to members, fol-
lowed by these basic conundrums: 
Why are many members’ electricity 
bills increasing, and who has been 
left out of the decision-making pro-
cess? I still have not gotten what I 
consider a good, well-documented 
answer. At the time of writing this 
letter I am scheduled to have a 
meeting next week that I hope will 
clear it up. Then what actions may 
need to be taken, and already under-
way, will be addressed. I will admit 
that, in recent history, attendance 
at SLVREC Board meetings has not 
been of great importance to most 
members. I work like the rest of you 
and cannot take time off. We may be 
bucking that trend. I am impressed 
at the attendance to these meetings 
the past three months, and the local 

organizing to make our voices heard 
by the right people. Energy really is 
our future. Present and forthcoming 
environmental events will convince 
us that we need to act now.

I am putting out a great big 
applause and thank you to all the 
SLVREC community members who 
are on board with clean energy ac-
tion and who are supporting my 
campaign for the SLVREC Board. 
The next venue for activists will 

be the annual SLVREC meeting on 
June 11 in Alamosa, where the final 
tally and announcement(s) will be 
made. We are working hard to make 
that event a beacon for change. We 
can choose to be ahead of the “wave” 
or dragged behind it. I hope that we 
can start surfing. 

All the best,
Wade Lockhart
wade4slvrec@gmail.com
FB: Wade for Slvrec
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Food Bank thank-yous
Dear Editor,
The Crestone Food Bank is 

up and running in its new location 
next door to the Crestone Mer-
cantile at 191 E. Galena, and it 
wouldn’t have been possible with-
out the support of an incredibly 
generous community.

Thanks, first and foremost, 
to our benefactors, Elaine John-
son, Steve McDowell and Matt 
Johnson, owners of the Merc, for 
building and donating the beauti-
ful space.  Thanks, as well, to the 
Saguache County Commissioners 
and private donors too numerous 
to mention for providing funds for 
the purchase of commercial appli-
ances and fixtures needed to meet 
health department requirements.

Additional thanks to all who 
attended and participated in our 
Open House and Ribbon Cutting 
on May 4, including Elaine, who 
provided grilled hot dogs; Jason 
Anderson, our local Commission-
er; and Cherise Shiner with La 
Puente, who brought balloons and 
the ribbon.  As part of the cere-
mony, a plaque was presented to 
Elaine, dedicating the space to the 
loving memory of her parents Bob 
and Eileen Sisemore. 

The Crestone Food Bank 
is one of 13 members of the Food 
Bank Network of the San Luis Val-
ley which operate under the um-
brella of La Puente.

We are grateful, as well, to 
musicians Barry Monroe, Dennis 
Neuhaus and Al Sutherland for en-

tertaining our visitors; to Elephant 
Cloud Market, the Gift Horse and 
Our Food Is Art for providing door 
prizes; and to Shangrilah Stove, 
LLC, which generously donated a 
fire extinguisher and smoke alarm.

Finally, we’d like to thank 
Tim Brenner, along with volun-
teers Larry Jackson, Joe Buckley 
and Marlow Dorrough for their 
intense effort to get the wooden 
deck finished for the party—and, 
of course, all the volunteers who 
helped at and brought treats to the 
event.

Following the open house, we 
were gifted with the display of a 
5-by-7-foot painting by Noah Baen 
entitled, “Mother Earth Offers A 
Circle of Abundance.” The piece 
was created with the assistance of 
Crestone Garden Festival attend-
ees of all ages.  Much thanks to all 
involved.

The Food Bank, staffed ex-
clusively by volunteers, provides 
much-needed assistance to the 
many among us who struggle to 
make ends meet.  Nearly 2,800 res-
idents were served in 2017.

New hours at the Food Bank 
are 2-4 pm on Wednesdays.  Resi-
dents are permitted to sign in and 
receive food only once a month, 
under new La Puente guidelines. 
For more information, or to make 
a donation, please call 719-992-
1920 or email crestonefoodbank@
fairpoint.net.

With gratitude,
Wendy Chanden and Patti 

Jackson, Co-Managers, Crestone 
Food Bank

Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
The Saguache County Sheriff ’s office (SCSO) continued its warrant 

sweep, rounding up folks with failure to appear in court and fugitive 
from justice charges. A Saguache man, 26, was held on $1000 bail on 
fugitive from justice charges. A Guffey man, 31, bonded out of jail paying 
$250 on fugitive from justice charge. A bail amount of $2000 would get 
a Moffat man, 52, out of jail on failure to appear charges. A Bay Town, 
TX man, 22, was jailed on fugitive from justice charges in Saguache with 
$750 bail listed.

A Denver man, 28, was jailed with charges including driving under 
the influence (DUI) vehicle assault, no insurance, failure to stop at stop 
sign, and a seat belt violation. His bail was set $25,000, mostly due to 
the vehicular assault charges.

Domestic violence caused several county residents to go to jail. A 
Center man, 34, went to jail on charges of violation of a restraining order 
and criminal mischief with a $1000 bail listed. A Moffat man, 32, went 
to jail for violation of a restraining order, failure to display valid vehicle 
registration, no evidence of insurance, and having an open container. He 
bonded out for $500. A Moffat woman, 24, was jailed on domestic and 
harassment charges with no bail amount listed.

North Crestone was the scene of possible harassment by a law en-
forcement officer of two separate women sleeping in their campers. A 
Forest Service officer who, according to the women who separately told 
me their stories, in the early morning hours aggressively pounded on 
their campers. He told one woman she was on Forest Service property, 
loudly threatening her and aggressively questioning her. She was so dis-
turbed by the incident that when friends went to move her camper later 
that day and told her the officer in question was at the camper wanting 
to talk with the owner, she burst into tears and asked them to go move 
it without her because the officer upset her so badly. The second woman 
said she was loudly awakened  in the wee hours by the same officer the 
same morning. The issue with her was expired tags on her vehicle. The 
officer in question allegedly got on her case so loudly and aggressively 
that he scared her into moving. 

Neither of these two women had been warned or cited for their 
alleged offenses prior to this encounter. The offenses they were accused 
of were non-criminal, non-violent charges. The level of intimidation al-
legedly far exceeded the charges. Neither of these women was arguing, 
and they intend to rectify the situations that caused them to be ticketed. 
Lawrence M. Lujan of the Forest responded to notification of this article 
by saying “The Forest Service is committed to creating and maintain-
ing a work environment in which all people are treated with dignity, 
fairness, and respect, and are free from harassment. This commitment 
extends to all Forest Service employees, contractors, and anyone who 
does business with us. We encourage anyone who experiences or wit-
nesses inappropriate behavior by a USDA Forest Service employee or 
contractor to immediately report it by calling the Harassment Reporting 
Center at (844) 815-8943. The Harassment Reporting Center is operated 
by an external contractor and is available 7 days a week from 7:00 a.m. 
to 11:00 p.m. Eastern. The visitors can submit their report anonymously.

“The Harassment Reporting Center supports the USDA Forest Ser-
vice’s Anti-Harassment Policy and Program by providing a single, dedi-
cated channel to report harassment or bullying allegations.”The dessert 
doping incident last month at the community meals held on Saturdays 
at the Little Shepherd Church in Crestone is still under investigation. 
When I asked Sheriff Dan Warwick to respond to rumors he was going to 
close the popular Saturday meal down, he responded with a resounding 
no. “These meals do a lot of good,” he told me, “and they are the only real 
meal some people attending get all week.” The sheriff told me he has 
good leads on this mystery.

Calls answered by the SCSO this past month include 40 calls in the 
Saguache area, 31 calls to the Moffat area and 18 calls to the Crestone/
Baca area. Deputies responded to 13 calls from Villa Grove, 8 from the 
KV Estates area, 6 calls from Center, 2 calls from Hooper, and one call 
each to La Garita, Mineral Hot Springs and Cow Town. Deputies were 
all over the county helping citizens this past month.

SCSO is helping staff the Center Police Department after staffing 
problems and shakeups. The Sheriff says that it is early to tell how the 
situation will resolve itself. 

The Colorado State Patrol did one of its sweeps looking for speeders 
and traffic violators in Crestone and the Baca. Many surprised motorists 
were ticketed for speeding, doing the “California roll” at stop signs and 
other infractions. The SCSO also reported an increase in moving viola-
tions, mostly speeding, in the past month, so pay attention out there.

This plaque, which reads, “This space is made possible by the generosity of the 
Crestone Mercantile Grocery and is lovingly dedicated to the memory of Bob and 
Eileen Sisemore,”  was presented on May 4 at the Grand Opening ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for our brand new Food Bank, which is connected to the Crestone Mer-
cantile grocery building.          photo by Lori Nagel

mailto:wade4slvrec@gmail.com
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by Sandia Belgrade
State of the drought
Many are wondering how this 

wet winter and spring have affected 
the severe drought conditions the 
valley has been experiencing. Last 
month Commissioner Tim Lovato 
said that at peak, the snowpack was 
at 183% of average. The National 
Weather Service confirmed the good 
news, stating that all the precipita-
tion which moved through the area 
has ended the severe drought across 
the San Luis Valley and the rest of 
Colorado. 

Anticipation of flooding
Moderation does not seem to 

be a distinguishing characteristic 
of Colorado. The flood task force is 
anticipating that the water from the 
melting snow and runoff could re-
sult in flooding. Commissioner Ken 
Anderson says that the earth has 
become so dry during the drought 
that it cannot absorb water and so 
it runs off rather than sinks into 
the ground. North Crestone Creek 
is calm, but Ron Garcia, manager 
of the Baca Refuge, alerts us that 
north Crestone Creek could pos-
sibly flood as the weather warms. 
Cold weather has been a deterrent, 
but a well-above-average runoff is 
forecast. Residents across the coun-
ty should be on the alert and follow 
safety guidelines. Flash floods can 
come with no warning. It’s a wait-
ing game.

Crestone finds space for 
County Sheriff 

Several developments have 
finally made it possible for Sher-
iff Dan Warwick’s staff to have a 
presence in Crestone. In the event 
of an emergency this could be sig-
nificant in our large county, as it 
could take over half an hour for 
an officer to arrive here.  Elaine 
Johnson and Steve McDowell of 
the Crestone Mercantile have of-
fered space in the new building 
attached to the Mercantile which 
also serves as the food bank. This 
space will make it possible for the 
attending patrol officer to file a re-

port immediately. The office will be 
equipped with a desk and comput-

er. Warwick has requested that 
funds for this be taken from 
resident-approved sales tax. 

Not only will the space 
serve his department, 

but the Commission-
ers could also use it to 
meet with residents. 
Even Social Services 
might use the office. 

Although the space has been of-
fered rent-free, County Attorney 
Ben Gibbons will draw up a lease 
agreement.  

The Commissioners are also 
considering placing a double-wide 
trailer to house a deputy in Casi-
ta park. The location near the en-
trance would increase visibility 
which  might serve as a crime de-
terrent. County Administrator Glen 
Simpson has been researching the 
feasibility and cost of the project, 
including setting it on a concrete 
foundation. Tap fees have been 
paid. Warwick said he is concerned 
about the retention of personnel. 
The department recently lost one 
person at the jail who went to Ala-
mosa.  Demand on law enforcement 
personnel is high and Warwick not-
ed that they spend $20,000 on uni-
forms and training, and then we 
lose them. Tim Lovato has run a 
comparison with neighboring coun-
ties and we are not the highest-paid 
department but there is a good ben-
efit package.

Public Health providing 
needed information

Lynette Grant, the new direc-
tor of County Public Health, might 
just be the right person to improve 
interagency communication in the 
valley. Here’s why this is signifi-
cant. In April, a county resident 
was bitten by a dog. The event 
brought to light a series of miscom-
munications which Public Health 
is now correcting to ensure the 
situation will not happen again. 
Grant is communicating with 
health agencies, doctors, clinics, as 
well as vets and the sheriff to make 
sure every one is on the same page 
and know what procedures to fol-
low in the event of a dog bite. She is 
also seeking to educate community 
residents. If there is a dog bite, by 
law, a report must be filled out and 
forwarded to public health. The 
dog must be held and quarantined 
for observation. If it’s kept at the 
owner’s house it must be kept away 
from other pets. It can also be kept 

at an animal shel-
ter, but the person 
is responsible for the 
cost. If it is deter-
mined that a course 
of rabies shots is 
needed, the Health 
Department would 
provide a referral. 
The facility which 
has the vaccine is 
the emergency room 
at the San Luis Val-
ley hospital. Grant’s 
efforts to reeducate 
are a work in pro-
gress and being ex-
tended across the 
county. Residents in 
Crestone Baca have 
been reporting dogs 
that are wandering 
and not under con-
trol. Owners there 
and all over the 
county might consid-
er the safety of peo-
ple and their dogs.  

Social Servic-
es May report

The Depart-
ment of Social Services now shares 
the old Haskins building with 
Public Health. It is located on 220 
Worth St. in Center. Linda Warsh, 
Director of Social Services, is put-
ting out bids for a security wall and 
security cameras. Warsh noted that 
the State has been approving fund-
ing for clients and reimbursing ex-
penditures in a timely manner.

Recycling efforts
Chris Canaly of the SLV Eco-

system Council gave an update 
on recycling at the landfill. Over 
several weekends a variety of peo-
ple from Moffat, Crestone and Sa-
guache have volunteered their Sat-
urdays to participate in removing 
the recycling. Kudos to them. They 
took away 1/3 of it. Much of the rest 
has deteriorated and will have to 
go in the hole. The cost of operat-
ing a transfer station will be forth-
coming. Tim Lovato has agreed to 
tour transfer stations to see what 
others are doing and base it on 
good numbers. The County will pay 
his expenses. Center is the logical 
place to put it, since it sits closest 
to Monte Vista, the San Luis Valley 
Regional Landfill.

And kudos to the Clerk’s 
office

County Clerk’s Office reported 
that in one year and 5 days, the Sa-
guache County Clerk’s Office gener-
ated nearly $250,000 in grants that 
are non-match, non-payback funds. 
Quite an accomplishment for their 
team.

County websites 
The Clerk and Recorder’s of-

fice has announced they are put-
ting their website on the Colora-
do Website Content Management 
System. This portal offers no-cost 
solutions for government agencies. 
Their website will be uploaded in 
July. Administrator Glen Simpson 
is following suit and has also decid-
ed to move the County to this free 
website which allows real-time up-
dates in content. Now he is looking 
for someone qualified to create the 
website.

Simpson also reported that 
Tammy Graves in administration 
and Ben Gerade from the Clerk’s 
office have been named to the Tour-
ism Council. 

Pack it in; Pack it out
The Forest Service will be put-

ting in new dumpsters in the north 
Crestone campground that are mod-
ified for waste management. Of note 
is that the sheer volume of trash is 
outrageous and it is not campers, 
but folks in Crestone/Baca who are 
the problem. The new dumpsters 
will be cost-effective for health and 
safety and there will be a $500 fine 
for illegal dumping.

Audio recordings of meetings
In May, the Board of County 

Commissioners (BOCC ) made a 
motion to release the unapproved 
audio recordings of the BOCC meet-
ings and written minutes (stamped 
“draft”) immediately following their 
meetings. The charge will be fifteen 
dollars ($15) per recording either by 
USB or email and twenty-five cents 
($.25) per page for paper copies. No 
fees will be waived for any reason. 
In response, a resident, Lisa Cyri-
acks, cited the statute on fees: CRS 
24-72-205(1)(b): “Upon request for 
records transmission by a person 
seeking a copy of any public record, 
the custodian shall transmit a copy 
of the record by United States mail, 
other delivery service, facsimile, or 
electronic mail. No transmission 
fees may be charged to the record 
requester for transmitting public 
records via electronic mail.” 

It is not clear how this will be 
resolved.

Short takes
• There is a good chance that 

hemp regulations, which are due by 
fall, will actually come to pass. Un-
til then there can be no insurance 
on crops which is a deterrent to the 
budding industry. 

• The County made no public 
pronouncement of their stand on 
the Red Flag legislation. However, 
during his Commissioners’ Report 
in May, Tim Lovato mentioned that 
it was good not to have set up Sa-
guache as a sanctuary county.

• The Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Rendezvous, a recreation of 
a Fur Trapper/Trader encampment 
from the time period of 1825-1840, 
will be held on the Quarter-circle 
Circle Ranch in Saguache Park July 
14-20. For more information: 719-
539-4460.

This picture is of the Carnero Creek culvert overflowing. It 
is located about two miles northeast of La Garita at CR 42. 
The road is experiencing flooding and reportedly is a mess.

Saguache 
  County 
   News

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


The Crestone Eagle • June, 2019 • Page 5 

CCS Safe Route 
to Schools
continued from page 1

Birch Street) gets crazy during pick 
up and drop-off times.  I don’t want 
my kid riding her bike through 
that mess,” stated one parent from 
Casita Park.

Another parent cited the poor 
visibility and lack of pedestrian 
walk ways along Lime Street as a 
constraining factor.  

“Drivers can hardly see 
through the dust and glare when 
the sun comes up over Challenger.  
I tell my children to walk [beside] 
the road, not on it.  But it’s not 
very nice, down there in the bar-
row ditch with the prickly pear and 
tumble weeds,” stated a Crestone 
resident.

Students concurred, from a 
Kindergartener who described the 
existing pathway as “sharp and 
pokey,” to a High School student 
who reported that biking on the 
sandy trail, “sucks.” 

The SRTS trail will cover .6 
miles contouring through tufted 
grassland to pinyon and juniper 
woods.  It will replace existing 
braided trails with a graduated 
climb on a smooth all-season sur-
face.  Although the trail is short, 
it will cut off nearly 1.5 miles for 
families commuting from the Baca 
Subdivision.

If eight fewer families drive 
the circuitous route past the kiosk 
to school, the CCS community will 
reduce its CO2 output by twenty 

pounds per day.
The Colorado Safe Routes to 

School program has awarded over 
$18 million since fiscal year 2006 
to projects throughout the state of 
Colorado. One hundred ninety-one 
school districts and communities 
across Colorado have received a por-
tion of these funds to help promote 
walking and biking and to build 
safer routes to and from school. In 
2015, the Colorado Transportation 
Commission approved to continue 
the Colorado Safe Routes to School 
grant program with awards of $2.5 
million annually.

Crestone Charter School 
wishes to thank the Eastern San 
Luis Valley Trails Coalition for 
writing this grant, specifically Sara 
Noviki, Vista Volunteer for SLV 
GO!; Burt Wadman, SLVTC Con-
vener; and Grace Anderson, CCS 
SRTS Coordinator.  

ESLVTC will host an informa-
tion meeting and listening session 
on June 27 at 6pm at the Crestone 
Charter School.  Please join us. We 
have yet to determine the exact 
alignment of the trail route, poten-
tial amenities along the trail and 
the funding and timing of subse-
quent phases.  Plus the trail needs 
a name!

For more information visit:
Eastern San Luis Valley 

Trails Coalition:
https://slvgo.com/about/part-

ners-projects/eslvtc/
Colorado Safe Routes to 

School 
www.codot.gov/programs/

bikeped/safe-routes

CO Secretary of State applauds 
expansion of automatic voter registration

On May 2, the Colorado Legislature passed SB19-235, expanding 
Automatic Voter Registration in Colorado. This legislation has been a 
priority for Secretary of State Jena Griswold.

“Expanding automatic voter registration will increase access to 
voter registration for eligible Coloradans and help us make our voter 
rolls more accurate. This is a major step forward in Colorado becoming a 
national leader on democracy,” said Griswold.

SB19-235, sponsored by Senator Steve Fenberg, Senator Jessie 
Danielson, Representative Daneya Esgar, and Representative Kyle Mul-
lica, streamlines automatic voter registration at Drivers’ License offices 
and expands the program to the Department of Health Care Policy and 
Financing (HCPF).

Expanding Automatic Voter Registration will ensure Colorado can 
keep up with technological advances and expand access to the ballot. 
With this program, voter rolls will be more accurate and administrators 
will save money. The current system, and what this bill will put in place, 
is designed to only allow eligible voters to register. 

“Government should meet people where they are. Expanding auto-
matic voter registration will help meet Coloradans where they interact 
with government and make registering to vote in Colorado more accessi-
ble,” continued Griswold. The bill now awaits the Governor’s signature.

Lots of people stopped by the Crestone Volunteer Fire Dept. on May 4 for their open 
house. Now’s a good time to join the team!                                              photo by Lori Nagel

Saguache-Upper Rio Grande Resource 
Advisory Committee accepting project 
proposals for forest & public lands

The Saguache-Upper Rio 
Grande Resource Advisory Com-
mittee (RAC) is seeking project 
proposals for work that enhances 
forest ecosystems or restores and 
improves land health and water 
quality.  Potential project areas in-
clude the Rio Grande, San Juan, 
San Isabel, Uncompahgre and Gun-
nison National Forests and other 
nearby lands in Conejos, Hinsdale, 
Rio Grande, or Saguache counties. 
Funds are available through Ti-
tle II of the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determina-
tion Act.  The purposes of the Act 
include making investments and 
creating employment opportunities 
through special projects that im-
prove the maintenance of existing 
infrastructure, implement stew-
ardship objectives, or restore and 
improve public land health and 
water quality.  

The RAC works closely with 
U.S. Forest Service to recommend 
projects that will benefit forest 
health, fish, wildlife, soils, water-
sheds and other resources.  Projects 
must be developed in coordina-
tion with a Forest Service district 
ranger and county representative. 
Proposed projects must benefit the 
resources on the National Forests 
and comply with the National Envi-
ronmental Policy Act.  Projects can 
be completed by Forest Service per-
sonnel, through partnership agree-
ments or by open-bid contracting 
with individuals and corporations. 

Federal procurement and contract-
ing regulations apply.

RAC project proposal forms 
and instructions are available 
at fs.usda.gov/riogrande; under 
“quick links”, click on Saguache-
Upper Rio Grande RAC.  Submis-
sion deadline is June 14, 2019. 

The RAC will review projects 
for possible funding at their next 
meeting, on Tuesday, June 25 at 
9am in the Rio Grande County An-
nex Building, 965 6th Street, Del 
Norte, CO. The public is welcome 
to attend RAC meetings. 

For more information contact: 
Martha Williamson, RAC Desig-
nated Federal Official, at 719-657-
6007; or Ariel Chomey, RAC Coor-
dinator, at 719-657-6034.

https://slvgo.com/about/part-ners-projects/eslvtc/
https://slvgo.com/about/part-ners-projects/eslvtc/
https://slvgo.com/about/part-ners-projects/eslvtc/
http://www.codot.gov/programs/
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POA news
Key vacancies filled, mitigation help

by John Rowe
The regularly scheduled POA 

Board meeting was held on May 16 
at 10am in the POA Hall. All five 
Directors were present as were 
about a dozen audience members.

The agenda was unanimously 
approved and the meeting moved 
into Member Forum dicussion. An 
announcement was made that a 
water export  meeting was to be 
held by Saguache County Com-
missioners at the County Road 
and Bridge building in Saguache 
at 6pm Wednesday, May 22, public 
welcome. A POA member suggest-
ed that background checks be done 
on all hires and Board President 
Steve Dossenback stated that hir-
ing for all key positions do indeed 
include background checks. He also 
remarked that it is tough enough to 
get volunteers for firefighting and 
no background checks take place 
there and probably won’t for the 
foreseeable future.

The Crestone End of Life pro-
ject (CEOLP) had an issue brought 
up for discussion. The POA pro-
vides a firetruck and three fire-
fighters for each cremation and has 
historically charged $50 for that 
service. They now want to charge 
$150 to cover their outlay to the 
three firefighters and want to con-
tinue to offer the truck for free, as 
a public service.  Stephanie Gaines, 
director of CEOLP, would like to de-
cline the use of this service if the 
$150 fee is the new norm. She stat-
ed that many people do not pay for 
their loved one’s service if they are 
not able, and resources are just too 
tight to pay a $150 fee every time. 
The Board stated they would not 
make a decision that day, but would 
instead let the new Fire Chief make 
it instead someday soon.

The Colorado Forest Service 
is giving the Baca an intern for six 
weeks this summer to do recom-
mendations on needed fire mitiga-
tions for homeowners in the area. 
A final determination has not been 
made on how homes will be select-
ed for this free service but will be 

made soon. The Colorado Forest 
Service is open to the possibility 
that the POA may be able to offer 
some money up so that the six-week 
period may be increased. They will 
look into this option and report 
back to the POA promptly. This is a 
large part of the POA’s effort to be-
come a “Firewise Community” and 
more actions are likely to continue.  
Five POA members volunteered 
for the Firewise Committee and all 
were unanimously voted in.

A Trail Coalition meeting to 
discuss the future of all the POA 
creek greenbelt trails will be held 
at the Crestone Charter School at 
6pm on June 27.  As our commu-
nity has grown, so has trail usage 
by horses, bicycles, and pedestri-
ans, prompting many in the Baca 
to want to see an intentional way 
forward from here. All are welcome 
and encouraged to attend and share 
their ideas/vision with everyone.

There have been consistent 
rumors circulating on social media 
and some valley publications that 
there is a substantial amount of 
money missing from POA coffers 
and much speculation about all the 
folks who have left POA employ of 
late, and are any of them leaving in 
connection with this? Board mem-
ber Steve Dossenback states cate-
gorically that no money is missing 
and offered a letter to POA mem-
bership by Griffin Group, the POA’s 
accounting firm that offers perti-
nent information on this, including 
the following paragraph:

“From & Company, LLC, is 
working with Griffin Group, CPA, 
to ensure a smooth transition. De-
spite the challenges encountered, 
we believe the POA is in sound fi-
nancial condition and that we have 
a complete accounting record for 
the period. While monthly finan-
cial statements were at times in-
accurate, there is no basis for the 
claims that any funds were misap-
propriated from the POA.”

And, of course, no one in the 
POA’s employ is suspected of any 
malfeasance of any kind. Steve 

went on to explain that any mon-
ey being written off as “bad debt” 
is primarily from uncollected dues 
from years past and is not in any 
way “missing money.” The new, 

more-stringent collection policies 
instituted in the last few years 
have substantially cut down the 
amount of “uncollectible dues” as 
well. 

Further, the POA is required 
by charter to have a yearly audit 
conducted and the results made 
public to interested POA members. 
Contact the POA for details.

Another cause for commu-
nity concern has been the exodus 
of POA employees of late. Execu-
tive Administrator Ayla Hoevers, 
Fire & Emergency Services Chief 
Tad Crawford, a key paramedic, 
and office staff have all either left 
or are planning to shortly. This 
has threatened to leave the POA 
alarmingly shorthanded but good 
news has been forthcoming. A new 
Administrator and a new Emer-
gency Services Chief have been 
hired and a local EMT has passed 
training to be eligible to provide 
ALS service (ability to administer 
medication) starting immediately. 
This last is particularly important 
as ALS coverage on ambulance 
runs has been spotty and  will im-
prove immensely with the addition 
of a local resident to be available 
full-time. A new community liai-
son person will be added as well, 
as soon as the new administrator 
can get to it.

May 23 saw powerful winds hit Crestone and the San Luis Valley. Lots of blowing dust 
in the valley, while in the Crestone area several cottonwood trees came down. This fallen 
cottonwood on the T-Road west of the Kiosk closed the road until it could be cleared. 
Crestone and Baca volunteer firefighters responded.           photo by Carrie Caverly

Strong winds on May 23 brought down a cottonwood tree that fell on a power line near 
the entrance to Crestone. Power was out in Crestone for a while, but the San Luis Valley 
Rural Electric Company responded quickly and restored power while firefighters helped 
to clear the tree. The road was closed until it was safe to reopen. 
On that same day in Crestone, areas of Galena Ave. and Alder St. were closed because 
of metal roofing coming off of the Sangre de Cristo building. A person was brought in to 
button the roof down. 
Many thanks to our fire departments and emergency medical services for handling the 
mulitiple situations.                       photo by Carrie Caverly

Hearing Aid Services www.coloradohearingaid.com

• Free Hearing Tests available by appointment        • Walk-ins welcome

Our Specials Our Locations
Entry Level Hearing device Special
• $895 per hearing aid     
• This device will fit your budget to get you 

back in the conversation!

SoundLens In the Canal Hearing Aids
• 100% custom made to fit your ear
• Self Learning, SoundLens gradually and 

automatically learns patient volume 
control preferences

• $500 Off advanced digital hearing aids

EARS 2 U
Alamosa Office
2101 Main Street, Alamosa
719-587-9820

Pagosa Springs Office
190 Talisman Drive, Ste C-3 
Pagosa Springs
970-731-4554

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.coloradohearingaid.com
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by Allyson Ransom,
Crestone Town Clerk
May 13,  2019 Board of Trus-

tees Meeting      
The meeting was called to order 

at 9:30am, and the Board of Trustees 
passed the following motions:

• To approve the agenda
• To approve the Minutes of the 

Regular Board Meeting from April 8, 
2019

• To approve paying the bills 
and approve the financial report as 
presented

• To allow the Saguache County 
Commissioners to use the Board meet-
ing room for a couple of hours every 
second and fourth Friday of the month 
at no charge and for the purpose of 
meeting with constituents

• To allow the Saguache Coun-
ty Commodities food team to use the 
Board meeting room to pass out pre-
packed food to the public during in-
clement weather with advance notice 
to the Clerk, and subject to cleaning 
up the room after use, and that they 
may continue to use the parking area 
and Town Hall Park west of the Town 
Hall building during nice weather

• To request that Andrew Mar-
tinez, who is the Public Works Depart-
ment head, attend Board meetings 
following the Clerk’s Report to update 
the Board in person on the progress of 
projects and offer his input on any new 
projects

• To approve increasing the 
stipend amount for the Mayor from 
5% to 10% of the total amount of any 
monetary donations she has collected 
for the Fourth of July event 2019. The 
Mayor recused herself due to a conflict 
of interest 

• To pay mileage for the Mayor 
for 3 round trips to Salida from June 
15-17, 2019 to attend the Change 
Leader Institute trainings and a din-
ner meeting with the Governor. The 
Mayor recused herself due to a conflict 
of interest 

• To approve Crestone Spirits 
retail store annual liquor license re-
newal

• To approve Crestone Brewing 
Company’s annual liquor license re-
newal

• To approve two more fire 
dancing events with the following 
conditions: that the leader give two 
weeks’ notice to Town Hall, that each 
participant provide a copy of a one-
million-dollar annual liability insur-
ance policy to the Town ahead of time 
and keep proof of their insurance with 
them while performing, that all previ-
ous safety measures confirmed at the 
April meeting be followed, and that the 
Board have a right to cancel the per-
formances at any time. The proposal 
to allow fire dancing events is to be 
reviewed in one year. The vote of the 
Trustees was made aloud by roll call 
vote, and all of the Trustees present 
voted unanimously in favor

• To approve Lisa Bodey’s pro-
posal for the Energy Fair to be held in 
the Town Hall Park from August 16-
18, 2019, including a set up day on Au-
gust 15, 2019 and the clean-up day on 
August 19, 2019; and on the condition 
that no camping will take place, that 
the group will be responsible for com-
pletely cleaning up and that her group 
will provide trained people acting as 
fire marshals to oversee any activities 
associated with fire

• To adopt Resolution #004-

2019 relating to the public consump-
tion of marijuana and/or alcoholic bev-
erages as amended with the removal 
of paragraph three stating that a child 
was injured at a public event. The vote 
of the Trustees was made aloud by roll 
call vote: Terry Goergen, yes; Kairina 
Danforth, yes; Bob Prather, yes; Adam 
Kinney, no; Kizzen Laki, no. Mayor 
Danforth declared the motion carried 
by a majority vote.

• To authorize the Mayor to 
sign the Certificate of Substantial 
Completion with Alcon as amended for 
the Phase II downtown project.

• To direct Attorney Farish to 
write a letter of demand to Heather 
Triplett, owner of 253 W. Golden Ave. 
regarding the unfinished commercial 
building and to provide the Board with 
a schedule of completion

• To adjourn the meeting at 
5:46pm

Citizen’s comments
Vivia Lawson of the Baca 

Grande Subdivision presented a letter 
about safety controls now in place for 
the continuance of the Saturday food 
ministry event at the Little Shepherd 
Church; the Mayor encouraged Vivia 
to return in the afternoon since she 
was already on the agenda and could 
provide further detailed information 
to the Board.

Gracie Woods of Saguache 
County spoke on behalf of the impor-
tance of keeping the Saturday food 
ministry event open as it helped so 
many people.

Warren Stephen, of the Town of 
Crestone, read his letter of concern 
about the moratorium preventing 
tiny houses and RVs as being used for 
permanent dwellings. He commended 
Code Officer Benjamin Byer, Clerk 
Allyson Ransom, and Administrative 
Assistant Andrew D’Ambruoso for 
their professionalism in dealing with 
his concerns. He stated that while 
the Board’s moratorium was in effect, 
16% of town buildings were in viola-
tion and six illegal yurts were being 
used as residences, which needed im-
mediate removal under the current 
Town’s ordinance. He also requested 
that the Town Attorney review the 
legality of water charges not assessed 
by the Town for the Town’s own water 
use.

Wade Lockhart, resident of the 
Baca Grande Development, who is 
running for a seat on the SLVREC 
Board, encouraged the Town of Cre-
stone to become a member of the Colo-
rado Committee 4 Climate Action.

Reports 
Treasurer Gwynn Busby pre-

sented a detailed financial report and 
the month’s bills for approval. The fol-
lowing items were discussed with the 
Trustees:

o Updates on the playground 
design team and tools list 

o Invite to the Board members 
to volunteer on Kaboom Playground 
Build Day June 8; several employees 
were volunteering

o A Saguache County grant will 
cover food costs for build day and prep 
days

o CDBG Phase II update and 
waiting for final invoices

o Sales tax from Colorado De-
partment of Revenue’s April report: 
$23,862.62 and May report: $25,017.27

o Marijuana retail sales tax col-
lected: April $508.16 and May $826.45

o Two trees needed to be re-

moved from Creekside Park—one 
damaged and leaning, and one in play-
ground construction area; after listen-
ing to the Tree Board’s recommenda-
tion, the Board made a final decision to 
approve removing the two cottonwoods 

• Increase stipend for the May-
or for working on collecting Fourth of 
July donations

Mayor Kairina Danforth report-
ed on the following:

• Appointment of Joe Michalek 
to the Crestone Planning Commission

• Meeting with Cory Redden, 
Water Commissioner

• Safe Routes to School grant 
workshop

• River, Trails, Conservation 
assistance program working with the 
Eastern SLV Trails Coalition

• Meeting with Orient Land 
Trust about creating a Dark Skies Re-
serve

Clerk Allyson Ransom discussed 
the following in her report:

• Saguache County Administra-
tor Glen Simpson’s request for County 
commodities and a County Commis-
sioner to use Board meeting room

•  CIRSA underwriter response 
to question requested by Board mem-
ber at April meeting about hosting fire 
events—Town liability is increased 
and the Board should always ask ad-
vice from their Town Attorney

• Notification to Town Hall 
from Saguache County Social Ser-
vices regarding probable drug poison-
ing at a public food event and subse-
quent visits to Town Hall from food 
event organizers and Town Attorney 
re-affirmed that the Town follows all 
state codes pertaining to the matter 
of marijuana use or display in public, 
which is illegal

•  Extending S. Willow St. to 
Silver Ave—Andrew Martinez and 
Burt Wadman agreed that the natural 
arroyo needs to be maintained for flood 
control. Board members would like to 
further investigate having the road 
opened up while keeping it safe for ex-
treme runoff.

• Trustee Laki’s request to hire 
two youth workers to help her finish 
the landscaping of the aspen grove 
along E. Silver Ave. near the post of-
fice and the Town’s need to purchase 
mulch 

Water System Manager Ann 
Bunting discussed a letter received 
from the engineers who installed sev-
eral monitoring test wells for Benja-
min Byer’s gas pump/tank project, 
stating that the wells had been acci-
dentally sealed over by Alcon’s asphalt 
crew during the paving process and 
must all be re-drilled along Cotton-
wood Ave. Burt Wadman confirmed 
that he would talk to the Alcon project 
manager about re-drilling them at no 
expense to the Town.

Planning Commission Chair Ter-
ry Goergen reported that the Planning 
Commission will complete their review 
at their June meeting whether or not 
to recommend allowing horses on low-
density residential properties in town. 

Town Attorney Gene Farish re-
viewed and discussed the following 
with the Board:

• Liquor license renewal appli-
cations

• Lisa Bodey’s request for up to 
six more fire dancing events in town

• The Energy Fair’s request to 
partner with the Town for the August 
event

• Final Phase II downtown pro-
ject completion and inspection update

• Status of an unfinished com-
mercial building at 245 W. Golden Ave.

• Resolution 004-2019 pre-
sented to affirm laws regarding  use of 
marijuana and alcohol 

• A lengthy discussion also took 
place regarding the laws pertaining to 

marijuana and alcohol use in public.
Attorney Farish read Colorado 

Amendment 64 verifying that anyone 
using or displaying marijuana in pub-
lic was breaking the law as per the 
criminal code, as well as committing 
a civil offense under CRS 18-18-406. 
Farish reiterated that a church is a 
public space used for public gather-
ings. so marijuana and liquor laws 
applied whether or not it was located 
in a residential zone.

Vivia Lawson, who was on the 
agenda, also spoke to the Board to 
announce the continuance of the 
food program at the Little Shepherd 
Church on Saturdays. Their group had 
created a food safety plan, which she 
presented to the Board. Several people 
in the audience spoke up in defense 
of the church and the importance of 
hosting the weekly communal food 
event. The Board members agreed on 
the importance of the Feed the People 
event’s mission and offering a time of 
fellowship but confirmed that allowing 
people to use marijuana during their 
event was illegal.

New business
Mary Lowers requested the use 

of the Town Hall Park off W. Galena 
Ave. for the NHN annual yard sale on 
June 1, and the Board agreed.

Annie Pace asked the Board 
members if they were willing to take 
any action about the new fees added on 
to grid electricity users and question 
SLVREC’s new rate structure, as a 
governmental entity might have more 
weight. The Trustees stated their will-
ingness to study the information and 
continue the discussion at the June 
meeting.

After discussion of the pros and 
cons of the Freebox, the Board consen-
sus was that it was not a Town project 
and that those town and area resi-
dents who want to keep it open need 
to advertise for volunteers to monitor 
and keep it clean. The Board will re-
visit their decision to remove it at the 
June meeting.

Correspondence 
• Food events at Little Shep-

herd Church: Ms. Cornell, the mother 
of the small child who became ill from 
alleged drug-laced food at the church 
food event sent a note to the Board 
with concerns about continuing the 
food event.

• Fire dancing events: Town 
property owner Ms. Olsson submit-
ted a letter urging the Board not to 
approve any more fire events due to 
safety concerns as the presence of any 
fire could threaten properties in town.

Announcements 
Fourth of July Event: Booth 

sign-ups now available at Town Hall! 
First come, first served to choose your 
preferred spot. $10 for vendors; food 
vendor booths are $75 and must be 
pre-certified with the public health de-
partment (719-587-5206). 

New playground community 
project: Volunteers are needed on 
Build Day, Saturday June 8, 2019 for 
installing the Kaboom playground. 
Please call Town Hall if interested at 
719-256-4313; all working volunteers 
will be provided with  meals, drinks 
and more.

The bears are back! Please use 
caution and do not feed wild animals. 
All trash left out must be in bear proof 
containers as per the Town ordinance. 

North Crestone Creek monitor-
ing/Flood protection: All Colorado 
creeks are monitored by the State Di-
vision of Water Resources. Hourly-up-
dated North Crestone Creek levels may 
be found on the Colorado Department 
of Water Resources website at www.
dwr.state.co.us/SurfaceWater/data/de-
tail_graph.aspx?ID=NOCRESCO

http://www.dwr.state.co.us/SurfaceWater/data/de-tail_graph.aspx?ID=NOCRESCO
http://www.dwr.state.co.us/SurfaceWater/data/de-tail_graph.aspx?ID=NOCRESCO
http://www.dwr.state.co.us/SurfaceWater/data/de-tail_graph.aspx?ID=NOCRESCO
http://www.dwr.state.co.us/SurfaceWater/data/de-tail_graph.aspx?ID=NOCRESCO
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Shumei’s June 15 Whole Living Symposium 
SD Youngwolf: “A Gathering of 
the Tribes”

Shumei International Insti-
tute is happy to announce the next 
Whole Living Symposium. Whether 
you are looking to provide healthi-
er food for you and your family, im-
prove your relationships, or simply 
gain a sense of peace and connec-
tion, our hope is to provide a space 
where ideas on these topics can be 
shared by community members who 
are practicing their craft.  We are 
happy to have SD Youngwolf as our 
next presenter on June 15 from 10 
to 11am.  SD has just returned from 
traveling and will be sharing a talk 
entited “A Gathering of the Tribes,” 
a talk about the indigenous people 
of Colombia and their traditional 
teachings and lifeways. This event 
is free to the public. 

SD Youngwolf is an artist, 
storyteller, teacher, and writer. He 
grew up in and around the moun-
tains of North Carolina and Ten-
nessee, and is a Cherokee tribal 
member. His heritage, travels, and 
environment inspire his artistic 
explorations. SD has traveled the 
world and spent time with various 
tribal groups on several continents. 
He believes that the basic values 
cherished by Native people repre-
sent the greatest hope for humani-
ty and the world. He has found the 
time he has spent with Indigenous 
people to be spiritually enlighten-
ing, and enjoys sharing these ad-

ventures through photography and 
storytelling. He has shown his art 
widely and received many awards, 
especially at Native American art 
shows, across the United States. He 
has given talks and told stories to 
many audiences, in various venues, 
worldwide. His children’s book, The 
Echo People won the New Voices 
award for 2018 from Lee and Low 
Publishers, NYC.  Presently he en-
joys creating art, storytelling, writ-
ing, and pondering the mysteries of 
life and enlightenment in the San 
Luis Valley of Colorado.

Come join us on Saturday 
June 15 at 10am at Shumei Inter-
national Institute. 

This is Shumei’s local version 
of the Green Life Food Festival being 
offered by Shumei American in Cal-
ifornia. In line with Shumei philos-
ophy, our hope is to create a regular 
space for presenters to share topics 
on mindful living. By looking at the 
whole we can achieve a happier, 
healthier, and more fulfilling lifestyle.  
To learn more visit www.shumeicres-
tone.org or call 719-256-5284.

Flower 
arrangement 
class at 
Shumei

Join us at Shumei Interna-
tional Institute on Sunday, June 
2 at 2pm for an afternoon of Ike-
bana, the traditional Japanese art 
form of flower arrangement. Jane 
Imai will facilitate the event, shar-
ing 40 years of flower arranging 
experience. Please bring your own 

vase/container and scissors.
The cost of the flowers is $10 for adults and $5 for children 12 years 

and younger. Space is limited so please RSVP by calling the Shumei Cres-
tone Center at 719-256-5284.

SD Youngwolf will be presenting at Shu-
mei International Institute Saturday, June 
15. He has just returned from traveling 
and will be sharing a talk entited “A Gath-
ering of the Tribes,” about the indigenous 
people of Colombia and their traditional 
teachings and life ways.

Shumei International Institute
Sharing Natural Agriculture, Art & Beauty, and Healing Jyorei 

with the world.....

 Please visit the Shumei Shop and moSPACE 
downtown in the afternoons (Tue. - Sat.) in the Sangre de Cristo Inn 

Art Symposia, Exhibitions, Concerts and Special Events

See the community calendar or visit www.shumeicrestone.org

Art gallery and site tours available every day from 9 -5
8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services)

are always open to the public

   Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

Jane Imai will facilate the flower arrange-
ment class at Shumei June 2.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.shumeicres-tone.org
http://www.shumeicres-tone.org
http://www.shumeicres-tone.org
http://www.thelightchamber.com
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
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by Patrick Moore
New summer hours
The Gallery’s summer hours 

are 10am to 6pm every day. 
New Gallery newsletter 

via email
The Gallery is sending a full-

color, periodic newsletter of the 
latest and greatest new art, up-
coming Gallery events and other 
Gallery highlights to our patrons 
and friends via email. If you want 
to receive this newsletter please 
send your email address with the 
subject line “Newsletter Request” 
to epmdomone@gmail.com.

New gallery artist
The Gallery proudly welcomes 

author and artist Professor Emeritus 
David Lee as a new full member at 
the Gallery. He is the author of sev-
eral books including Nature’s Palette 
and Nature’s Fabric, Leaves in Sci-
ence and Culture (currently availa-
ble at the gallery). Now he’s creating 
beautiful handmade paper embedded 
with a variety of local indigenous 
flowers. They are beautifully made, 
highly textured and truly “nature’s 
fabric.” Come check them out.

New art
Gallery artists continually 

bring in new art for your enjoy-
ment, pleasure and of course pur-
chase.  These photos are a small 
sample of the latest. They are best 
viewed in person to appreciate 
their fine craftsmanship and vi-
brant beauty.

Crestone Artisans Gallery
Highlights!

Crestone Artisans Gallery

“Cunning Red Fox” ceramic relief sculp-
ture by Judy Arnold

“Tiny Messenger” 3’ x 5’ dragonfly wool 
tapestry by Kathy Stratham

Green glass mosaic by Lynn Drake

“Snowy Owl” 16” x 20” acrylic painting by 
Paula Hudson  

Awake in the Bardo Retreat with 
Khentrul Jamphel Lodrö Rinpoche

While many know of the Bar-
do as the transition between death 
and rebirth, our lives are filled with 
transitions  between waking, sleep-
ing and dreaming—and these too are 
Bardos. Each Bardo provides an op-
portunity for awakening to our ulti-
mate limitless buddha-nature. While 
techniques to master our dream state 
with lucid clarity provide a powerful 
opportunity for enormous spiritual 
growth in this lifetime,  Phowa can 
provide a beneficial rebirth, help you 
live a richer life by understanding 
how to die, and help others through 
the death process. Advanced medi-
tators in a state of profound absorp-
tion enter the Bardo of meditation. 

An emphasis will be placed on how 
to understand these states from the 
perspective of the highest yoga tan-
tra, Kalachakra.

This is a precious opportunity 
to study these “in-between” states 
with a Tibetan Buddhist Rimé and 
Jonang Kalachakra Master. This 
3-day weekend retreat, July 19-21 
at the Crestone College Baca Cam-
pus includes teachings on the bar-
dos, Phowa transmission for trans-
ference of consciousness at the 
time of death, and a Wrathful Kal-
achakra Empowerment (Vajravega 
Jenang). Register on RimeKala-
chakra.org email colorado@rimeka-
lachakra.org or call 720-525-0035.

Bardo Retreat with Khentrul Jamphel Lodrö Rinpoche.

mailto:epmdomone@gmail.com
mailto:colorado@rimeka-lachakra.org
mailto:colorado@rimeka-lachakra.org
mailto:colorado@rimeka-lachakra.org
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Understanding SLVREC’s peak 
demand electric billing

by Vince Palermo
The times they are a-changing. 

One of the ways includes the elec-
tric industry. A good change is the 
increase in the generating capacity 
of renewable energy. It is a mix of 
wind and solar and each has its own 
24-hr. pattern. The challenging part 
of renewables is that they are in-
termittent and unpredictable. That 
puts a burden on non-renewables to 
fill in the gaps. Tri-State Genera-
tion, which supplies our electricity, 
is a conglomerate of 21 generating 
plants scattered over four states. 
It has been a leader in the field of 
renewables, having eight of those 
plants wind- and solar-powered. 
These eight plants make up 25% of 
their generating capacity! But since 
this is variable, coal, gas, and fuel 
oil fills in the gaps, responding to 
peak demands. Peak demand elec-
tricity is expensive to generate and 
distribute, and that is responsible 
for Tri-State’s peak demand elec-
tricity cost. SLVREC has gone to a 
peak demand billing structure to 
meet Tri-State’s billing costs.

Distribution Demand charge 
will be for many the highest com-
ponent of the new bill. It is based 
on the highest rate of usage (kW) 
at any time of the month. Energy 
Charge pays for the actual electrici-
ty you use (kWh), and this has gone 
down. Customer Charge, which 
pays for data collection, billing and 
payroll, has increased.

Distribution Demand is $7.59 
times the highest kW peak during 
the month. Let’s look at how this 
can sneak up on you. Suppose that 
on a Monday afternoon you have a 
big laundry pile to do. Because it is 
very soiled you use warm water in 
the washer. Then you take it and 
load it in the electric dryer and turn 
it on high to get it done fast. While 
waiting for it to dry, you go in the 
kitchen and put a roast or pie in the 
electric oven. Then you make a cup 
of tea and sit down to catch your 

breath and relax. The water heat-
er is reheating (4 kW). The dryer 
adds 3.8 kW. The oven is another 2 
kW, and the hot water for tea 1 KW. 
That’s over 10 kW! And if it is win-
ter, the dryer draws in outside cold 
air that goes along the floor to a cou-
ple of baseboard heaters and turns 
them on (1kW each). If all are on at 
the same time, they add together. 
That’s $75.90 to $91.08 before you 
have cooked 90 meals or vacuumed 
the floor!

The above situation is com-
pounded for families with school 
children. After school and work the 
tranquil house becomes a place of 
activity and fun. TVs go on, elec-
tronic games and musical devices 
take over. And while each may have 
a low kW, they add up. Ovens, mi-
crowaves, and blenders turn on. For 
some, it is a 24-hr. cycle of activity 
that includes jobs, child care, and 
school.  The point is, every house-
hold has its own family structure 
and activity pattern that often does 
not coincide with the new electrical 
constraints. Staggering appliances 
can become a mammoth problem 
when parents work during the day 
and only have evenings to do things 
such as laundry. And how each 
adapts depends on every person in 
the family.  

For ETS heater users it is 
more complicated. First, Distri-
bution Demand is $2.85 times the 
highest kW peak during the month. 
During winter when the ETS is 
on, “C” is the time for charging the 
bricks with heat. C no longer means 
cheap. There is one flat 4.6 cents per 
kWh charge all 24 hrs. C extends 
from 10pm to noon. The Distribu-
tion Demand cost of $2.85 is multi-
plied by 8 or 11 kW depending on 
the size of your ETS. That’s $22.80 
to $31.35 for starters. If an electric 
water heater turns on at the same 
time, it adds on that peak. Anything 
else, like making breakfast, also 
adds up. That’s not all! A second 

Purchase Power Demand of $5.45 is 
multiplied by the highest kW peak 
occurring during the P period from 
noon to 10pm.

For new construction, electric 
appliances are less expensive than 
propane in wiring or piping, so elec-
tric are preferred by builders in or-
der to keep the initial cost down. It’s 
the new owner who will pay the bill 
when actually using these appli-
ances. Electric rates stay the same 
throughout the year, while propane 
charges go up in the winter, but the 
propane companies offer budget 
plans that prevent unwelcome surg-
es in cost.

Tips on minimizing peak 
billing

What to do? You are not a vic-
tim. You have choices that will af-
fect your bill. Wash laundry with 
cold water. Select medium dryer 
heat. You can have a switch put on 
your hot water heater so you can 
turn it off and back on at the best 
time.  Replace electric tankless wa-
ter heaters. There are load manage-
ment devices that prevent high kW 
appliances from going on together, 
but this requires an electrician to 
rewire. And most important you 
can learn how to stagger use of 

high kW appliances (water heater, 
dryer, stove, space heaters). This is 
a learning curve that takes time. I 
have already blown it myself this 
first month.

What’s this predicament all 
about? SLVREC has been planning 
this over a year! We could have been 
informed, been given understand-
able explanations, and have had a 
lead time well over six months ago 
to prepare. For whatever reason, 
the utility chose to notify us in diffi-
cult-to-understand data two weeks 
before it began. The information 
was withheld despite the responsi-
bility of SLVREC to inform its mem-
bers of anything and everything sig-
nificant pertaining to the delivery 
of electricity to its members. We are 
caught in the game of uproar.

Times they are a-changing, 
and with electricity it’s all about 
peak. Don’t give your power away! 
SLVREC customers are coop mem-
bers, and the function of a coop is to 
serve its members. We finance their 
payroll. Become informed. Make 
good choices. The next few months 
will be a rough ride, but we will get 
through this avoidable and unnec-
essary calamity. I hope this discus-
sion has “peaked” your awareness.

www.theappledoc.com

Winner Best of Salida 2015, 2016 & 2017

Is your Mac, ipad or iphone running slow? Anna Louise B. Stewart

Core Chi Transformation 
Energy & Bodywork Combined 

Specialty in the Abdomen

970.290.7710    AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
CoreChiTransformation.com

Cosmic Tea Party
Immediate 

transfi guration 
through energy healing 

combined with 
guidance from 

the subtle realms

...................................................................................................

Anna Louise Stewart & Noona O’Riley
Noona: 719.270.7710

noonaoriley47@yahoo.com

crestonebacaresiliency.net

“ It is not enough 
to be compassionate, 

one must act.” 
- H.H. Dalai Lama

Vince Palermo was one of the many SLVREC members who stood up to speak in op-
position of Smart Meters and rate changes at the SLVREC Board meeting on April 30 in 
Monte Vista.                                                                                          photo by Lori Nagel

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.theappledoc.com
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
mailto:noonaoriley47@yahoo.com
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Crestone Energy Fair: Climate solutions now for seven generations
by Lisa Bodey, Director
The Crestone Energy Fair will 

be celebrating its 30th Anniversa-
ry on August 16-18, 2019 in down-
town Crestone’s Town Park & Little 
Pearl Park. The Crestone Energy 
Fair is an annual event highlight-
ing innovative and visionary ener-
gy, building, and human relation’s 
technologies while networking the 
skill sets and resources of local, re-
gional and global communities who 
practice sustainable, regenerative 
and whole systems designs.  We are 
the longest running sustainability 
fair in the nation and this year’s 
theme is “Climate Solutions NOW 
for Seven Generations!” 

Our vision is to become a 
leading model of the Seven Gener-
ations philosophy of stewardship 
from native peoples around the 
world which urges our generation 
of humans to live, work and play 
for the benefit of seven generations 
into the future.  We integrate les-
sons from our ancestors, elders and 
mentors while engaging our peers 
and youth to create solutions that 
minimize our impact on Mother 
Earth and repair harm in all its 
forms.  This philosophy weaves 
together the political and social 
fabric which has helped Crestone/
Baca make decisions in regards to 
our energy, water and natural re-
sources as well as relationships 
of humans and nature within our 
community.  

We accomplish our mission 
and vision through a year-round 

Education Series (see article by 
Donovan Spitzman in this month’s 
Eagle) and networking platform 
which offers educational, informa-
tional and empowering workshops 
through a permaculture lens which 
include:  

• Alternative Building
• Alternative Energy & Fuel 
Sources 
• Stewardship of the Ele-
ments
• Technology 
• Energy Healing
• Social & Restorative Jus-
tice
• Celebration & Ceremony
Preparations are underway 

for this community-wide initiative 
and we are accepting submissions 
for presenters/workshops/demon-
strations, booths/vendors, musi-
cians/performers/artists, home 
tours, and volunteers. Applica-
tions can be found on our website 
(CrestoneEnergyFair.org) or re-
quest to have them sent to you via 
email (crestoneenergyfair@gmail.
com).  

In addition, we are interested 
in sponsors, funders & donations 
that are aligned with our mis-
sion. It takes a village to pull off 
an event of this size and to com-
mit to a year-round educational 
platform.  We are in great need of 
financial donations to make this 
year a success.  

Many thanks to our current 
partners: The Town of Crestone 
for hosting our event, Saguache 
County Sustainable Environment 
& Economic Development (Sc-
SEED) for providing fiscal spon-
sorship for the Saguache County 
sales tax grant, and The Crestone 
Eagle for their continued coverage 

and inspiring stories.
The biggest embrace of grat-

itude goes to all of our volunteers 
who have already signed up to 
serve on our committees!  Donovan 
Spi tzman, PR/Marketing; Nick 
Nevares, Producer; Paul Shippee, 
Advisor; Mary Lowers, Food Ven-
dors & Youth; Ginny Ducale, Food 
Group; Lori Nagel, Graphics; Afton 
Fleming, Community & Ceremony; 
Goldie Mariola, Home Tours; Matt 
Evers, Safety/Security & Parking; 
Marita Peak, Web & Technology; 
Eric Maki, Alternative Energy; and 

Benny Roman, Music & Entertain-
ment. We still have several key vol-
unteer roles to fill so please reach 
out to us if you are resonating with 
our platform.  

More information can be 
found at:

Websites: 
CrestoneEnergyFair.org 
Email:  
crestoneenergyfair@gmail.

com 
Phone: Lisa Bodey, 719-480-

5925 

Sam Finnell & Donovan Spitzman demonstrating Vermi-Compost Solar Toilet. Youth volunteers setting up the Energy Circle with Lisa Bodey.

Top Brands
Local Glass
Smoking Supplies
Pipes
E-liquids
Kratom

Chili Heads Glass & Vape
Full service Head, Smoke & Vape Shop

www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
www.chiliheads.biz

112 W. Rainbow Blvd, Unit A, Salida CO
719.207.9700

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

 
 
 

 

The Town of Crestone is building a playground! 
We need you to bring play to kids at the Town of Crestone! 
We need more than 100 volunteers from the Crestone community to help us build a new playground.  

Saturday June 8th, 2019 
Town of Crestone Park 
300 Silver Ave  
Crestone, CO 81131 

 
!  Volunteers should be age 18+ and will assemble playground pieces, mix concrete, etc. Anyone 

14-17 years of age will be able to participate in limited activities. 

!  Wear comfortable clothes you don’t mind getting dirty and closed toe shoes; leave valuables at 

home, bring your water bottle. 

!  Youth activities provided. 

!  Breakfast and Lunch will be provided. 

!  First 50 receive free water bottles  

!  Drawings, music, give-a-ways 

   

   RSVP: Please sign-up to volunteer in advance using any of these ways below:  

• Turn this form into Town Hall 

• Call  Town Hall , 719-256-4313 or crestonetreas@fairpoint.net 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Name____________________________ Phone ________________________ Email__________________________ 
I can volunteer for: (Please check all days you are available) 

� Prep Day 1:  
Thursday, June 6th, 2019 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM - All prep 
work completed (approximate 
time) 

� Prep Day 2:  
Friday, June 7th, 2019 
Volunteers should be on  
“stand-by” in case they are needed 
8:00 AM – TBD – until all prep work  
completed 

 

� Build Day:  
Saturday, June 8th, 2019 

� 6:30 AM – 2:30 PM – Team 
Leader 

� 8:00 AM – 2:30 PM – 
Construction Volunteer  

 
 
 

 

The Town of Crestone is building a playground! 
We need you to bring play to kids at the Town of Crestone! 
We need more than 100 volunteers from the Crestone community to help us build a new playground.  
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14-17 years of age will be able to participate in limited activities. 

!  Wear comfortable clothes you don’t mind getting dirty and closed toe shoes; leave valuables at 

home, bring your water bottle. 

!  Youth activities provided. 

!  Breakfast and Lunch will be provided. 

!  First 50 receive free water bottles  

!  Drawings, music, give-a-ways 

   

   RSVP: Please sign-up to volunteer in advance using any of these ways below:  

• Turn this form into Town Hall 

• Call  Town Hall , 719-256-4313 or crestonetreas@fairpoint.net 

 

 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Name____________________________ Phone ________________________ Email__________________________ 
I can volunteer for: (Please check all days you are available) 

� Prep Day 1:  
Thursday, June 6th, 2019 
8:00 AM – 5:00 PM - All prep 
work completed (approximate 
time) 

� Prep Day 2:  
Friday, June 7th, 2019 
Volunteers should be on  
“stand-by” in case they are needed 
8:00 AM – TBD – until all prep work  
completed 

 

� Build Day:  
Saturday, June 8th, 2019 

� 6:30 AM – 2:30 PM – Team 
Leader 

� 8:00 AM – 2:30 PM – 
Construction Volunteer  

mailto:crestoneenergyfair@gmail.com
mailto:crestoneenergyfair@gmail.com
http://www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
http://www.chiliheads.biz
mailto:crestonetreas@fairpoint.net
mailto:crestonetreas@fairpoint.net
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HAPS

Birth announcement
Gabriel Hawthorne Michael 

Wadleton ( I guess they did not 
think of space in newspapers!) 
was born at home to Alison Ram-
adei Wadelton and Shawn Mi-
chael Wadelton on Sunday, May 
12, 2019 at 10:54 am under a 
half moon on Mother’s Day!!  He 
weighed in just over ten pounds, 
with 22 1/4 inches of length.  
Gabriel’s sister, Malana Faith 
Ramadei, supported her parents 
through the birth of her baby 
brother.  His Aunt Laura Ram-
adei of NYC asked “How can he 
look 6 months old on day one?”  
The proud grandparents are 
Pamela Ramadei AKA Grammie 
Pammie and Rich Jewett of Cres-
tone, Lynn and Chris Wadelton, 
soon to be of Crestone and Bill 
Ramadei of Denver.   Free basic solar class 

offered June 13
On Thursday, June 13, the 

Crestone Baca Resiliency En-
ergy Group will sponsor Laura 
Conchelos of Sandhill Solar in of-
fering a free introductory class in 
photovoltaics (pv), or making elec-
tricity from the sun. This will take 
place in the Little Shepherd in the 
Hills Fellowship Hall on Alder St. 
in downtown Crestone from 6-8pm.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Janet Woodman at 
719-937-3767 or woodmandesign@
fairpoint.net.

NHN Yard Sale June 1
The biggest yard sale of the 

year will be in Town Park between 
the Town Hall and the Eagle office 
on Saturday June 1 from 9am-
4pm. This event is sponsored by 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors, our 
non-profit helping people in crisis 
in NE Saguache County. If you have 
items to bring to the sale there will 
be people accepting donated items 
from 8am-9am.

Come downtown and see 
what treasures NHN has collected. 
You will find books, art, furniture, 
clothing, construction stuff, garden 
stuff, kitchen items and gadgets 
and geegaws of all sorts. Thanks to 
a generous donation from the Cres-
tone Mtn. Zen Center we have a 
beautiful, well-cared-for ten-burn-
er commercial cook stove we will 
be auctioning off. It should be a 
fun day downtown so come to the 
amazing NHN Yard Sale. See you 
there!

Electrical system upgrade
Weavers Level Best and a 

SLVREC crew will be upgrading 
the electric system along Camino 
Baca Grande from Camino Real to 
Spanish Creek Rd. this summer. 
There may be road closures and de-
tours. This project started on May 
6 and will run into August. Thank 
you for your patience!

Learning to See
A photography class exhi-

bition will run June and July at 
Shumei Shop/MoSPACE in down-
town Crestone. There will be an 
opening reception on Saturday, 
June 1, 1-5pm.

Car wash to benefit CCS  
June 29

The Youth Car Wash is set 
for Saturday, June 29 at the Baca 
Grande Fire Station. Please come 
out and support this youth-driv-
en initiative to raise money for a 
new safe zone “Club House” at the 
Crestone Charter School.  All dona-
tions are tax deductible. Call 256-
4907 for more info. Hope to see you 
there!

Birthday Celebration
H.H. 17th Gyalwang Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje

June 26th 10am
Tashi Gomang Stupa 

   Fire offering, refreshments 
          and birthday cake. 

    Free and open to the public.

     www.kttg.org or www.kagyu.org

Sandra Aloisi had various plant starts for sale at this year’s Crestone Gardening Festival .       
Marita Peak stops to admire them.                                                       photo by Lori Nagel

Melida Myers conversing with a customer at her Gardening Festival booth on May 4 at 
the Crestone Charter School.                                                                photo by Lori Nagel

Meryl Ennis and ‘Fancy Pants’ Judie 
Rose helping out at the Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors fundraising event at the 
Cloud Station.              photo by Lori Nagel

Happy 
Father’s  

Day!

Mary Lowers and Nick Nevares volunteered (with Christine Canaly here as their custom-
er) by serving beverages at ZiMBiRA Afro Fusion Band performance held at the Cloud 
Station as an NHN Fundraiser.                     photo by Lori Nagel

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.kttg.org
http://www.kagyu.org
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Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 

7-8am, 256-4108, www.babajiashram.org.
• Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by 

7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5248
• Tours, gallery & Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 256-

5284
• Open meditation & prayers 9-10am in Vajra 

Vidya Retreat Center Shrine Room. All are wel-
come. 256-5539. www.vajravidya.com

• Tours, Temple & Gift Shop – Haidakhandi Uni-
versal Ashram, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.
org, www.babajiashram.org.

• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
6-7pm. Chanting in Sanskirt and Hindi. All are 
welcome. 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, 
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Sunday mass at Nada Hermitage, 719-256-4778 

9-10am 
• Open Meditation Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple 

(Choying Dzong) 10am-1pm
• Sunday Service, Crestone Baptist Church 10am-

noon
• Softball, Baca Park, 2pm, 719-256-4108 
• AA Meeting (open, discussion) Town Hall Meet-

ing Room 7pm
Monday
• Al-Anon Meeting Crestone Baptist Church 1pm
Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga Mysore Style, Shakti 

Sharanam 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktishara-
nam.com, 256-5668

• NA Meeting (open) Little Shepherd Fellowship 
Hall 7:30pm

Wednesday
• Food Bank distribution Crestone Food Bank 

2-4pm
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinements, Shakti Sha-

ranam 8:30-10am, by donation, shaktisharanam.
com, 256-5668

Thursday
• AA Meeting (open, Book Study) Crestone Baptist 

Church, noon
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga Mysore Style, Shakti 

Sharanam 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktishara-
nam.com, 256-5668

Saturday
• NA Meeting (open, Step Study) Little Shepherd 

Fellowship Hall 9am
• Saturday Market 10am-3pm
• Feel Free Ministries free meal, noon-4pm, Little 

Shepherd Fellowship Hall

Community Calendar—June 2019 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Saturday, June 1
• HRRMC Health Fair Salida Hospital 719-530-

2057
• NHN Yard Sale Crestone Town Park 9-4pm
• Photo class exhibit opening, Shumei Shop/Mo-

SPACE 1-5pm
Sunday, June 2
• Ikebana Class at Shumei International Institute 

2-3pm
• Mystical Qur’an Class + Potluck.  All welcome! 

Golden Light Sufi Circle 4-6pm
• Open Meditation Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple 

(Choying Dzong) 10am-1pm
• Monthly Sampai, Shumei International Institute 

10:30am-noon
• AA Meeting (open, discussion) Town Hall Meet-

ing Room 7pm
Monday, June 3
• Summer Children’s Riding Program Baca Sta-

bles 8-10:30am
• New Moon Riwo Sangcho Yeshe Khorlo Bud-

dhist Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 
10-11am

• Town of Crestone Planning Commission meeting 
Town Hall Meeting Room 5-6:30pm

• New Moon   
Thursday, June 6
• Earth Knack Family Gathering, all day, 719-256-4909
• Rumi Study Circle.  All welcome. Golden Light 

Sufi Circle 4-6pm, 719-588-8602
Saturday, June 8
• Build Day - Creekside Park playground Creek-

side Park 719-256-4313

Monday, June 10
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees meeting 

Town Hall Meeting Room 9:30am-5pm
Tuesday, June 11
• Annual SLVREC annual meeting, Nat’l Emer-

gency Readiness Ctr, Alamosa
Wednesday, June 12
• CEOLP/IFC monthly meeting Little Shepherd 

Church 7-9pm
• Guru Rinpoche Tsok Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist 

Temple (Choying Dzong) 6-8pm
Thursday, June 13
• Free basic solar class Little Shepherd Fellow-

ship Hall 6-8pm
• Talk: History & Evolution of the Nat’l Wildlife Ref-

uge System, Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, 5pm
Saturday, June 15
• Whole Living Symposium, Shumei International 

Institute 10-11am
Sunday, June 16
• Open Meditation Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple 

(Choying Dzong) 10-11am
Monday, June 17
• Full Moon 
• Full Moon Riwo Sangcho, Yeshe Khorlo Bud-

dhist Temple (Choying Dzong) 10-11am
• Group Sutra Resounding Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist 

Temple (Choying Dzong) 2-3pm
Wednesday, June 19
• Photography Friends meeting, Little Shepherd 

Church 719-937-1202, 4:30-6pm
Thursday, June 20
• Sufi Dhikr.  All welcome! Golden Light Sufi Circle 

4-5:30pm, 719-588-8602

Friday, June 21
• Summer Solstice   
• Living your Vision w/Deep Care, A Retreat to Ad-

vance our Lives, Crestone Haven 719-256-5616
Saturday, June 22
• ibn Arabi Class Golden Light Sufi Circle 

3-4:30pm, 719-588-8602
Sunday, June 23
• Open Meditation Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple 

(Choying Dzong) 10am-1pm
Monday, June 24
• Summer Children’s Riding Program Baca Sta-

bles 8-10:30am
Thursday, June 27
• Dakini Tsok Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple 

(Choying Dzong) 6-8pm
• Safe Routes informational meeting, CCS, 6pm
Friday, June 28
• Bringing Stories, Poetry & Songs to Life:  A 

Weekend Retreat with Nathan Brown, Poet & 
Songwriter, Crestone Haven 

• Talk: Geology of the Baca Refuge and Surround-
ing Area, Nat’l Wildlife Refuge 5pm

Saturday, June 29
• Music & Poetry Performance with Nathan Brown 

& Friends Crestone Haven 7:30-9:30pm
• Car Wash for CCS Club House, Baca Grande 

Fire Station
Sunday, June 30
• Salida Arts Festival, Centennial Park 10am-6pm
Monday, July 1
• Salida Arts Festival, Centennial Park 11am-5pm

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on� THANKS!

When you’re done, please turn the online 
classifieds plugin back on. THANKS!

                    the Crestone Eagle’s  
special  Summer Fun section is here!
    FEATURE YOUR FESTIVAL, EVENT, BUSINESS, ETC.  
WITH THE AD+ARTICLE+PHOTO PACKAGE

CALL US AT 719-256-4956 OR EMAIL ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.vajravidya.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
mailto:events@crestoneeagle.com
mailto:ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM
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Rich Jewitt  
The basic impact on me was I 

had to grow up a whole lot faster 
than I was. Like a lot of folks, I was 
that kind of guy going around with 
a head full of metaphysics and that 
didn’t matter one diddly bit when 
it came to being a father! So I had 
to make a major change in lifestyle.  
And I’m actually the one who deliv-
ered the baby—the midwife didn’t 
make it—so that was huge to me. 
I was right there, and the first one 
who saw her face. So, yeah it was 
very big.  Beyond that, learning 
how to raise a kid and then becom-
ing a granddad years later, it just 
fleshed out my life in ways I never 
would have guessed. 

If I’d never had kids, my life 
would be nowhere near as fulfilled. 
I would’ve just gone on feeling sat-
isfied with myself to some extent 
but not knowing what I was miss-
ing. It’s hard to put into words be-
cause there’s a whole depth of ex-
perience that comes into our lives 
when we’re a parent. And of course 
it’s different for a mother, but it’s a 
huge impact for a father, too. 

Garrett Hilts 
Some of the better things 

I’ve enjoyed about fatherhood 
are getting to share all those ex-
tra smiles, creativity, and outside 
thought I probably wouldn’t have 
created myself. And sometimes 
we get caught up in our own goals 
or mindset and we’re pushing our 
directive, and having that outside 
influence is really amazing and 
it pulls me away from my blinder 
view and all of a sudden I see this 
whole other potential I might have 

missed. I think that’s amazing. I 
know without my children, I go 
crazy. I miss them immensely every 
second they’re not pulling me away 
from what I want to do because 
that is what I want to do is be a fa-
ther and revolve around them and 
see the world through their eyes. I 
get to share all these crazy adven-
tures and we get through the weird 
science experiments, the creative 
stuff, the bumps and bruises; but 
we all learn together, sit and share 
together, laugh and cry together, 
and we’ve built a really amazing 
bond. And I know that’s helped me 
grow, focus and reflect on things, 
seeing the world in a whole as big-
ger than myself. And the incredible 
crazy fun stuff we get to do, to be a 
child and get away with all these 
other things that, oh as a respon-
sible adult I’m not allowed to go 
to the park and be a silly monkey 
or whatever we think is entertain-
ing at that point. The best part is 
bringing back that childlike view of 
the world you can still grow up and 
we can still be responsible and we 
can still enjoy that fun. And that’s 
been the best thing that’s ever hap-
pened to me.

Lonny Roth  
Well, the first most important 

thing is, before I was a father, I 
was pretty depressed.  When I had 
Molly, I suddenly had this reason to 
live and my life just got renewed in 
every way to where I was able to 
do something with a greater pur-
pose. Besides that, for me, being 
a father has to do with traveling: 
my relationship in Cambodia, my 
wife who’s six months pregnant, 
an expanded world with in-laws in 
different countries. It’s an amazing 
thing—very expansive. 

How do you think your life 
might be different if you’d never 
had kids? 

I might be dead! (laughing)  I 
don’t know that I would have any 
sense of what I’m really doing in 
life. For me, being paternal gave 
me the greater sense of things to 
do, how to work relationships of 
all sorts. When I had children, my 
relationships with other people 
became more grounded, more tied 
into the world. Making a living 
became something I understood. I 
built a house in the Grants and just 

everything rotated around having 
children, building a home and look-
ing at ways to associate with many 
other people. So, it was very, very 
tied in to being a father. 

Mark Elliott   
Oh, it’s changed it and en-

riched it enormously! You just see 
this little being, this little baby 
come into your life, and you take a 
look at it and your life as you know 
it is over. With David, we have an 
unusually close relationship be-
cause his mom got sick when he was 
little and so we moved to Crestone 
and that’s one of the main reasons 
I moved to Crestone, because we 
needed a place for him to grow up. 
So it’s a great blessing that it was 
through his presence we moved to 
Crestone to begin with. We’re on a 
journey together.  He’s 35 now and 
it still continues. It’s not easy, es-
pecially being a single parent. But 
yeah, it’s a wonderful journey. 

If I hadn’t had a child, I 
wouldn’t be here! I’d probably be 
in New York or California. It’s very 
challenging to have children be-
cause ego comes into it a lot and we 
have to be very careful about that. 
We see our children as a reflection 
of ourselves, which can be kind of 
tricky, particularly when they don’t 
necessarily meet the expectations 
we might have of them and we 
have to slowly realize they’re their 
own people and there’s help and 
guidance that you could give, but 
you can’t try and mold them or put 
them in some kind of frame, which 
a lot of parents naturally tend to 
do! (laughing)

Friend Darr  
The whole experience of a 

child coming into this world that I 
loved and cared for started with my 
first-born, Soren.  We were living 
in this remote holler 18 miles out-
side of Cameron, West Virginia. I 
came home from work and her wa-
ter broke, and it was a mile and a 
quarter walk to the car because the 

road was so rough we couldn’t drive 
down to the house to get her. So she 
walked to the car and then it was 
55 miles to the hospital and then 
23 hours in labor. The next morn-
ing, about an hour before delivery 
when she was starting to crown, 
she said, “If you ever do this to me 
again, I’m gonna kill you!” Soon 
after that, Soren was born and we 
counted all his fingers and toes 
and they were all there, and I went 
into tears and they cleaned him up 
and I held my son for the first time 
and it was probably the deepest 
spiritual experience I’ve ever had 
in my life. And now he’s 43 years 
old!  Fatherhood has been an ongo-
ing, growing love. Three other chil-
dren and seven grandchildren lat-
er, they’re spread out all across the 
country. I don’t get to visit most of 
them. My closest is in Denver and 
I make it down there pretty often 
but it’s hard getting to California, 
North Carolina and Houston!

Benny Roman   
It’s enriched my life by hav-

ing a new perspective on looking at 
things, as far as seeing the world 
through their eyes. It’s been like 
a reboot as well, having to change 
from being a single young guy and 
what the future looked like there, 
and then as soon as I became a fa-
ther, it changed everything. But I 
remember intentionally trying not 
to have it completely change my 
life, remembering it’s important to 
be a parent, but also important to 
not forget myself in the process.  It 
reminded me to find a good balance, 
which has helped me not lose myself 
in the process. Now that I’m still a 
father, again and again, I feel I’m 
getting better at remembering it’s 
important to remember who I am 
and what I do, and not panic and 
go get a job that I don’t love just to 
raise my kids when kids don’t real-
ly require so much as people think; 
they just need you and they need 
you to be happy. That’s what father-
hood has done for me. Otherwise, it 
might not have happened. I might 
have panicked for my own reasons 
of needing to support myself, going, 
“Oh I need to go get that job even 
though I don’t really want it,” for-
getting myself. For my kids to be 
happy, I need to be happy. I can deal 
with myself not being happy for a 
bit, but a kid can’t! (laughing)

If you have feedback or sugges-
tions for future topics, please email 
peacelorilove@gmail.com.  In addi-
tion to being the Staff Photographer 
for The Crestone Eagle since 2012, 
Lori Nagel is a freelance photogra-
pher, graphic designer & web design-
er.  www.sunflowerstudios.us.com.

How has being a father enriched your life?

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
http://www.sunflowerstudios.us.com
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Two separate weekend retreats at 
Crestone Haven planned for June
Living our vision with deep care

 A retreat to advance our lives living our values, vision, purpose, & 
promises will be held at Crestone Haven on June 21, 22 & 23.

“When we intentionally align our thoughts, emotions, actions, com-
munications & relationships with our values, promises & purpose, the 
stage is set for living your vision,” says Pamela Ramadei, MCC.

The purpose of this workshop is to renew the promise within us as we 
encourage and inspire each other with our compassionate presence.  We 
will utilize art awareness processes, journal reflection, group coaching, and 
walking meditation within a labyrinth to deepen our connection to this 
vast landscape, acknowledging our intrinsic worth and uniqueness.

Bringing stories, poetry & songs to life 
A weekend retreat with Nathan Brown, poet & songwriter at Cres-

tone Haven on June 28, 29 & 30.  Facilitated by Pamela Ramadei, Master 
Certified Coach & Trainer.      

Join Pamela Ramadei, Carolina Brown and Rich Jewett, as we host 
a rare opportunity to dive into writing and creativity through a weekend 
retreat with Nathan Brown, PhD, author, songwriter, and award-winning 
Poet Laureate.  We experienced Nathan’s poetry, teaching skills and engag-
ing style at the Crestone Poetry Festival and were inspired to invite him 
back to Crestone for this more intimate learning experience.   

Both weekend events will be held in the Great Room at Crestone Ha-
ven. The website is www.airbnb.com/rooms/26849192 and you can register 
for either retreat.  Fees for each weekend without lodging are in the $170 
range or other forms of monergy; discuss this with Pamela.  Special consid-
eration is given for youth and families wanting to share this rare experi-
ence! Contact: 719-256-5616 or Pamela@choicetochange.com.

 On Saturday, June 29, there will be a separate event at 7:30pm with 
poetry and musical performances by Nathan Brown and Friends.   This 
evening event has a $15 admission for non-retreatants and reservations 
are required.

A glorious double rainbow as seen from the Crestone Haven.

www.choicetochange.com 

“Change is in the Moment of  Choice”©
Founder of  Choice to Change  

Alliance in Residence at Crestone Haven,  
A Sustainable Live and Learn Retreat Space

Pamela Ramadei 
MCC, Executive 
Coach & Trainer 

Sarah Off returns to Crestone June 21
Mt. Blanca Fine Arts Association presents a summer concert featur-

ing works by Brahms, de Falla, Rachmaninoff and others.  A special treat 
will be a presentation of renowned composer/arranger Mari Valverde’s ar-
rangements of select Canciones (traditional Spanish folk songs of the San 
Luis Valley collected by Ruth Marie Colville in the 1920s) commissioned 
specifically for the 5th anniversary of the Mt. Blanca Summer Music Con-
servatory.

Performers include faculty members from the Mt. Blanca Summer Mu-
sic Conservatory:  Randy Macy and Sami Froncek, piano, Sarah Off, violin, 
and Matthew Valverde, voice.  Randy, Sami, Sarah, and Matthew are thrilled 
to return to perform in one of their favorite places and share their summer 
concert with the people of Crestone!  Please join us on June 21 at 1pm at the 
Colorado College Performance Hall.  Tickets available at the door.  

Randy Macy and Sarah Off to perform in Crestone.

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

It’s that time again!!Crestone’s 
Famous 4th of July 

 

 

• Time to Rent a Booth 
• Make a parade float, decorate 

yourselves, bicycles or any auto 
• Volunteers 
Contact Crestone Town Hall 
Monday-Thursday 9:00 – 2:00  or 

    email crestonetreas@fairpoint.net 

http://www.airbnb.com/rooms/26849192
mailto:Pamela@choicetochange.com
http://www.choicetochange.com
mailto:crestonetreas@fairpoint.net
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by Dr. Eric Weiss, MFT
What does it mean to be an 

ego?  We might think that having 
an ego means having an inflated 
self-image, or thinking too much.  
But the ego condition is actually 
something much more basic and 
profound.

To be an ego is to be fixed in 
a body.  To be fixed in a body is to 
be confined to just one tiny loca-
tion in space, and just one small 
moment of time.  To be an ego is to 
forget most of what happened in 
the past, to anticipate only poorly 
what is coming in the future, and 
to see just so much of the present 
moment as happens to grab our 
attention.

To be an ego is to have a very 
small existence.  

To transcend the ego is to 
discover, within ourselves, access 
to something which moves be-
yond the finite world.  They say 
that once we can still the mind, 

we discover ourselves to be beings 
belonging to the Infinite.  Our 
awareness becomes universal in 
scope, and transcends space and 
time.  To live from that greatness 
is to be free of all attachments, 
free from all fear, to be a master 
of life.

As Sri Aurobindo says in his 
great poem Savitri, 

“Our consciousness is cosmic 
and immense,

But only when we break 
through Matter’s wall

In that spiritual vastness we 
can stand

Where we can live the mas-
ters of our world . . .”

Haidakhandi 
Universal 
Ashram news

by Ramloti
It was a great May here with 

lots going on. The big news is that 
everyone supported the on-line 
auction tremendously and we are 
so grateful. We are meeting to-
day with the architect and project 
managers on the long-term her-
mitage building! The funds from 
the auction will help that happen. 
Thank you to all who participated 
in the auction.

The new-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Monday, June 3 
and the full-moon fire ceremony is 
on Monday, June 17. All fire cere-
monies begin at 10am and are fol-
lowed by a meal. Morning aarati is 
at 7am with evening aarati at 6pm.

Our next big celebration will 
be in July, celebrating our Divine Mother’s 30th birthday. The main cele-
bration days will be on Saturday and Sunday, July 20 and 21. There will 
be a huge fire ceremony on the 21st followed by a celebration and huge 
Indian feast. There will also be programs each day beginning on Tuesday, 
July 16 with the fire ceremony for Guru Purnima. We hope to spend much 
of this special time with many of you. We will have flyers and all the 
schedule for programs posted, as well as in the July newspaper. 

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is full of wonderful items from India and is 
open every day from 10am until 5pm. We have many lovely, gently-worn 
Punjabi suits and saris at 50% off, as well as yards of silk fabric for $2 
a yard. We invite you to come in and if you mention this article, we will 
happily give you a 10% discount on all non-sale items. We deeply appre-
ciate your support. Our shop website has many items on-line at http://
mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.

Please visit our website at www.babajiashram.org to find out more 
about the Ashram. We also invite you to visit the Ashram at any time. We 
love to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s home with others. Just drop by 
or give us a call at 719-256-4108.  

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Sri Aurobindo  
Learning Center
To be an ego

NEW GIRL ON THE BLO CK
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON

Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

Dr Kim Engard ND, LAc

Now in Crestone Area Full-Time
Accepting New Patients-Discounts for Valley Residents

Holistic Medicine for Mind, Body & Spirit

Homeopathy/Chinese Medicine/Physical Medicine
Detox Plans/Specialty Formulations

(719) 428-3178
Corner of T Road and HWY 17 (Moffat)

www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com

MAITRI MASSAGE
Awareness Based Massage Therapy

ANNE ROSS, LMT
INCORPORATING DEEP TISSUE, THERAPEUTIC & ACUPRESSURE TECHNIQUES

719-588-8727 anneross1@icloud.com

~ Repairs

~ Window Blinds
      & Shades
   ~ Repairs

Crestone / Baca
719-256-4498

 
Biodynamic

Craniosacral Therapy

Amulya DAWN Beechwood
RCST®, LMT, CEIM

  

illuminatedtherapies.com
relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

719-256-4743
   

The Ashram Divine Mother, Vishvewhwari 
(The Mother of the Universe), turns 30 
years old in July! Mark your calendars for 
the celebrations, July 20 and 21.

 

Full Food Menu & 
Weekly Specials

Admission Rates:
Adults - $15

Children (Ages 3-12) - $10
Seniors, College, Military 

(Ages 65+) - $12
Children 2 & under - FREE 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
mailto:anneross1@icloud.com
http://www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com
mailto:relax@illuminatedtherapies.com
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Cielo Azul offers local pet 
burial in natural setting

Cielo Azul is Crestone’s pet 
cemetery, a natural space to hon-
or and remember our beloved cats 
and dogs. Follow Galena west to 
the Crestone cemetery entry gate. 
From there a 10 minute walk west 
brings you to Cielo Azul’s one acre 
site. 

The name Cielo Azul (blue 
sky or blue heaven) reflects our en-
vironment and our heritage. The 
cemetery is surrounded by pinyon, 
juniper, grasses and cactus. Rock 
lined paths access the 90+ num-
bered burial plots. Pet parents 
hand dig the graves and decorative 
items can personalize the space. 
Will Bartley’s beautiful arch iden-
tifies the entry to the south section 

of Cielo Azul and Sweet Thunder’s 
painted branches highlight the 
north entry. A gazebo is under con-
struction and community members’ 
artistic ideas and contributions are 
welcome.

The Town of Crestone admin-
isters Cielo Azul. Come to Town 
Hall Monday through Thursday, 
9-2 to pick up a map. A $25 fee 
is requested for a small plot with 
slightly higher fees for larger 
spaces.

Rabies, rattlesnakes, & maggots
by Linda M Behrns, DVM
Crestone Mobile 
Veterinary Service
Spring is such a lovely time of 

year, the weather has been beau-
tiful but with warmer weather 
comes numerous risks for our furry 
friends.

Rabies is on the rise all over 
the country and Saguache County 
is no exception.  There were 325 
animals with rabies in the state 
last year, mainly skunks, bats and 
raccoons but also a coyote, two 
dogs, six cats and an alpaca.  Three 
of the bats were found in our coun-
ty.  So far this year sixty-one rabid 
skunks have been found in Colora-
do as well as a fox, a raccoon, one 
dog and a cow.  So please make sure 
all of your pets, including horses, 
are up to date on their vaccinations.

While we are on the subject of 
vaccinations we have historically 
had a high rate of Parvovirus in the 
area, often killing young dogs and 
puppies, so that is also a critical 
one to keep up to date.

There is a vaccination avail-
able for rattlesnake bites as well. 
It can buy enough time to get your 
dog to a clinic for treatment.  We 
have more bull snakes than rattle-
snakes on this side of the valley but 
they are all around, so if your dog 
goes out walking or hiking it may 
be one you want to consider.

Spring will also bring a rise in 
the Cuterebra flies.  They are sim-
ilar in appearance to bees and lay 
their eggs on the ground where an-
imals can brush up against them. 
They hatch and the larva enter 
the animal’s body thru the mouth 
or nose, usually when the animal 
grooms itself. From there they move 
to the trachea where they cause a 
few days of coughing. They then 
burrow into the animal’s body and 

travel around looking to get to the 
skin where they form a small air 
hole and develop into a maggot and 
then into a harder shelled pupa. 
Once they are in they skin they are 
fairly easy to remove but care needs 
to be taken not to crush or break 
them as this can cause a potentially 
severe reaction under the animal’s 
skin.  The real risk is in cats where 
they can get lost in the cat’s body 
and end up in the brain.  This caus-
es seizures and is almost always 
fatal for the cat. Cuterebra can be 
prevented in dogs and cats with the 
monthly application of Frontline 
Plus from spring until fall. I have 
started carrying Frontline Plus for 
cats as it is so important for them to 
be treated if they go outside at all.  
Frontline Plus also kills fleas and 
ticks, preventing the spread of the 
diseases they can carry. 

Pet cemetery entry arch created by local artist Will Bartley.

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

Emergencies Welcome❖
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges 
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Permanent Crowns

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Modern Technology 
Digital X-Rays

prepared and delivered in one appointment

Cat & Exotic Animal Care 
Shoshannah 719.480.3257

Dog Care 
Kelly 719.580.0003

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, June 12th, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238 ,  Cre stone ,  CO 81131
www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

“The connections we make in the course of a life--
maybe that’s what heaven is.” --Fred Rogers

(5pm)

www.RadiantFlow.co

10 AM RadiantFlow YOGA

LITTLE SHEPHERD HALL
CRESTONE

Radiant Flow

Cynthia Nielsen LMT, RYT
STILL MOUNTAIN

    Classical Five-Element

ACUPUNCTURE
 Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
Treating the whole person~body, mind & spirit

719 - 256 - 4775

http://www.informedfinalchoices.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
http://www.RadiantFlow.co
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As received by Earl LeRoy
Consecration
Consecration is an act of your 

will that allows Me to fill you with 
My grace, mercy and holiness.  I 
have been seeking hearts that will 
let Me work through them. 

People think that consecra-
tion is out of reach. That is only 
true if you try to attain consecra-
tion on your own terms. You cannot 
be holy without Me. Every man 
has the capacity to be a conduit 
through which I can work. The only 
reason more are not walking in My 
power and miracles is because they 
look to themselves and not fully to 
Me. If you surrender to My Spirit,  
I can use your voice and your heart 
to heal and deliver.

 As Peter exemplified when 
he walked on the water, if you keep 
your eyes on Me and don’t look an-
ywhere else, nothing will be impos-
sible for you. Consecration sepa-
rates you from the world and from 
yourself. Consecration only comes 
from living in the secret place of 
the Most High. As you draw near 
to Me and I draw near to you, My 
presence and Glory will burn the 
chaff off. I give you talents to bless 
others with. I do not give out tal-
ents to make you proud or haughty. 

I like to pour out the anoint-
ing in crowds of worshippers be-
cause, so many times, that is the 
only time people can see Me.  When 
you allow Me to flow through you, 
you can experience the joy that 

I feel when I 
can heal, deliv-
er, and bring freedom to so many 
hurting souls. I am not a king that 
demands My subjects to bow down 
to Me or worship Me because of an 
ego thing. Satan tempted Me to 
worship him because he loves to 
have his ego exalted. His last stand 
will exhibit exactly this. He will 
pay an eternal price of torment for 
his exalted ego; so many men are 
deceived by the same trap.

So I say, consecrate your-
selves. Die to the flesh, die to the 
ego and die to pride. Allow Me to 
flow freely thru you. Allow Me to 
touch hearts, bodies, and minds 
by My Spirit; and allow My love to 
reach those hidden hurts and areas 
that people hide behind and try so 
hard to protect those fragile egos. 
In Exodus 19,  I called Israel to Me 
to be a nation of kings and priests, 
and I asked them to consecrate 
themselves just as I Am asking you. 
Determine right now to surrender 
and let Me do the things that I do 
through you. I will never leave you 
nor forsake you, and I Am with you 
right now. The Kingdom of heaven 
is in your midst and the world is 
before you. Let’s go touch it so the 
people will know how much I love 
them.  Let’s set the people free so 
My Glory will explode throughout 
the earth and they will all be bless-
ed like you.

All My love,
Jesus

HRRMC Outpatient Pavilion is now open
The new HRRMC Outpatient Pavilion is now providing a variety of 

services to patients. The pavilion is located adjacent to the Salida hospital 
on the main campus, 1000 Rush Drive.

To access the pavilion, enter at the hospital campus main entrance 
and take the first left. Follow the campus drive around to the three-story 
pavilion building. Parking is available in front of and behind the pavilion.

All of the services that were located in the HRRMC Medical Clinics on 
Hwy. 50 have moved to the HRRMC Outpatient Pavilion.

Gastroenterology, Gynecology, Internal Medicine, Nephrology, Neu-
rology, Pulmonology and Urology are located on the first floor. Allergy is 
based temporarily on this floor. The Cardiology team will relocate to the 
first floor of the pavilion on July 1, and later this year, a retail pharmacy 
will open on the first floor.

The pavilion’s second floor is home to a larger space for Cardiac Re-
hab, Wellness U and Rehabilitation.

The third floor offers more room for the growing Orthopedics pro-
gram, with a combined space for the Sports Medicine and Joint Replace-
ment teams. Pain Management and Psychiatry are also on the third floor. 
Later this summer, ENT and Audiology—which are currently in rented 
space—will move next door to Allergy on the third floor, giving all three 
departments the ability to provide collaborative care. 

Each floor has a registration area near the elevators for the services 
located on that floor.

Maps of the pavilion are available online at hrrmc.com and in the 
hospital’s main lobby. A grand opening with public tours of the pavilion 
will take place Saturday, June 1, from 7am to noon.

For questions about services offered at the pavilion, call 719-530-2217.

HRRMC Audiologist Robert Furby, MS, FAAA, provides:

 • Hearing exams
 • Hearing aid evaluations and demos
 • Hearing aids at competitive prices

Are you 
su�ering from 

HEARING LOSS?

HRRMC Audiology • 920 Rush Dr., Salida, CO  81201 • hrrmc.com
To make an appointment, call 719-530-2000, option 3.

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Bible Study Thursdays       6:00 pm                       
Prayer Services Mon & Fri       10:00 am                   
Food Bank Tuesdays     2-4 pm
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday  8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

join the khen family!
we have volunteer opportunities.
Want to help get syndicated shows 

on the air? 

Be a downloader! 

 

Have experience in sound 

recording and editing? 

Produce one of our local shows! 

 

Are you a music aficionado? 

Be a ��! 
r help us curate new music! 

 

To learn about these opportunities 

and more...

call us: 719-539-1069 
visit us: 123 E. 3rd Street, salida 

email us: info@khen.org

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@khen.org
mailto:jenna@mazzuccalaw.com
http://www.mazzuccalaw.com
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Crestone Performances:  
A great year for youth!

Crestone Performances Inc. is 
proud to review what we brought 
to schools and the Boys and Girls 
clubs this past school year. We 
produced 13 free performances 
plus 5 free carnivals. Our first 
performers were the Creed Rep-
ertory Theatre performing “Seeds 
of Change,” an adaptation of The 
Tempest by William Shakespeare. 
Next we had the Zikr Dance En-
semble performing contemporary 
ballet. Leon Joseph Littlebird 
brought his world class flute play-
ing and endearing story telling. 
Sonic Apothecary wowed youth 
with its singing plants. Finally, 
we brought back the super-pop-
ular, positive-message, bilingual 
hip hop group 2mx2. They also ap-
peared at the Boys and Girls clubs 
in Alamosa and Salida.  The Alam-
osa Live Music Association helped 
pay for the Alamosa show and 
Articipate helped with the Salida 
show. All other shows were made 
possible by a grant from Saguache 
County and First Street Flooring 
in Salida. 

Next we produced 5 carni-
vals which were free to schools 
for schools to use as a fundraiser 
for extra education programs. We 
serviced all 4 Saguache County 
schools plus Salida Elementary. 
These were made possible by a 
grant from Saguache County and 
Amicas Pizza in Salida. We raised 
over $4,000 total for the schools 
this year. We also started a free 
Student Open Mic Night which oc-
curs every second Monday at the 
Crestone Charter School at 6pm. 

We will be continuing the open 
mic through the summer so come 
check out our talented youth. All 
proceeds go to our Student Schol-
arship Program. 

Our success is made possi-
ble through individual donations, 
our sponsors and grants from Sa-
guache County, The Anchutz Fam-
ily Foundation and Colorado Crea-
tive Industries. Our sponsors are 
The Crestone Eagle, Orient Land 
Trust, Joyful Journey Hot Springs, 
Manitou Institute, Sangre de Cris-
to Real Estate, the Sand Dunes 
Swimming Pool plus First Street 
Flooring, Amicas Pizza and the 
Heart of the Rockies Regional 
Medical Center in Salida. 

Crestone Performances Inc. 
is a 501(c)3 community service or-
ganization now in its’ 17th year. 
We make a positive educational, 
cultural and economic impact in 
Saguache County and the San Luis 
Valley by providing affordable ac-
cess to presentations representing 
diverse traditions and cultures.  To 
date we have produced 230 shows 
using 47 different presenters. We 
provide a fun fundraising carni-
val for schools. We also help assist 
and produce community events all 
across the valley. 

If you would like more infor-
mation or would like to contribute 
to our efforts, please go our web-
site, crestfest.org and/or give us a 
call at 719-256-4533. Our address 
is P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO 81131. 
Thanks for your time and stay 
tuned! All donations are tax de-
ductible.

719-256-4533

www.crestfest.org crestfest@crestfest.org

YEP
YOUTH  

ENRICHMENT  
PROGRAM

 2018-2019 SHOWS

Thank you to our AMAZING Sponsors!

5 Carnivals 
Creede Repertory Theatre 

Zikr Dance Ensemble- Ballet 
Leon Littlebird- Native American 
Sonic Apothecary- Singing Plants 

2MX2 - Bi-lingual Positive Hip Hop

Monday JUNE 10th 
Charter School 6PM

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate

Manitou 
Foundation

FREE!

Heart of the Rockies 
Regional Medical Center Sand Dunes Swimming Pool

Student Open Mic 

Have a great Summer!

All smiles at the carnival. Kids karaoke at the open mic.

2mx2 got ‘em hippin’ and hoppin’ in Salida.

Visit us on Facebook! https://tinyurl.com/yayykpdl

Ask about the Crestone Eagle 
Business Promotion specials!

FEATURE YOUR VENTURE WITH THE 
AD+ARTICLE+PHOTO PACKAGE

Call us at 719-256-4956 
or email ads@crestoneeagle.com

http://www.crestfest.org
mailto:crestfest@crestfest.org
https://tinyurl.com/yayykpdl
mailto:ads@crestoneeagle.com
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slvfed.com 719-589-6653

Trust and Strength Since 1899
Sponsor of Mo�at School News

Freshman Kodiak Reigel receives an award at the winter and spring athletic banquet for 
his participation in three sports during the 2018-2019 school year. 

Ian Horn, Phoenix Carter, and Logan Maykowski were inducted into the Moffat chapter 
of the National Honor Society during a celebration May 14.

Jillian Sciacca was also voted as one of 
the 2018-2019 Staff Members of the Year 
at the Moffat School. 

Haven Wellmen along with Jillian Sciacca 
were voted as the 2018-2019 Staff Mem-
bers of the Year by their colleagues at the 
Moffat School. 

Lyndal Smith was voted as the Moffat 
School Teacher of the Year for the 2018-
2019 School Year.

Will Shellabarger and Jack Sciacca became certified archery instructors through the 
National Archery in Schools Program.

The Moffat School 
Teacher of the 
Year

Students honored at The Moffat School

Tie for Staff 
Member of the 
Year award

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
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What can you do for the youth?
by Ayla Sirois
There’s always been the 

question of where are the youth in 
Crestone supposed to go to simply 
hang out or do something? There 
have been temporary solutions in 
the past like Crestone Creative 
Council and Crestone Youth Pro-
grams.  It’s time now for real sit-
down conversation about youth 
programs.

A youth-driven initiative 
was started at the Crestone Char-
ter School after the April Preven-
tion Conversation on Substance 
Use facilitated by the Center 
for Restorative Programs.  The 
school meeting, a first of its kind, 
was an opportunity for parents, 
students, and supportive adults 
to have a meaningful dialogue 
around these issues. The Preven-
tion Action Group grew out of this 
conversation and has begun meet-
ing at the school every two weeks 
to talk about the things that they, 
as parents and students, want 
to see in the community for the 
youth. In the meetings, parents 
and students propose ideas or 
things they would like to see. The 
group then starts a conversation 
about it before they begin to form 
a plan and work towards the goal, 
all while utilizing Restorative 
Practices. 

They’ve come up with short-
term goals like a comic book club 
run by high school students, a 
workforce for the youth to teach 
them skills and give them experi-

ence, and summer activities like 
Wednesday Night Soccer. They 
have also talked about long-term 
goals, specifically a Recreational 
Center which has been a conversa-
tion in the community in the past 
but hasn’t happened yet.

Some projects have already 
started, like planning a safe space 
“Club House” at CCS for local 
youth to hang out and play games 
together or to simply have some-
where to go after school hours. 
Fundraisers to start raising mon-
ey to build this space have been 
planned, including bake sales and 
car washes happening through-
out the summer months, with the 
first car wash on Saturday, June 
29 at the Baca Grande Fire Sta-
tion. The youth held their first 
bake sale on May 18 at Saturday 
Market and raised $239, enough 
to buy new soccer nets for the 
POA fields where their soccer 
nights will be held. 

With this initiative from the 
youth, parents and CCS, the ques-
tion of what the youth can do and 
where they can go will hopefully 
soon be solved with the support 
of the wider community. If you 
would like to contribute to these 
efforts, please contact CCS at 
256-4907. An earmarked account 
is set up to receive tax deductible 
donations. Stay tuned for more 
information on when, where and 
how you can support these and 
other forward-moving youth-driv-
en projects. Thank you!

Crestone Charter School 
celebrates graduating class

by Mason Osgood
This spring Crestone Charter 

School (CCS) is excited to graduate 
three students: Cailan Boone, Ali-
cia Mancha, and Drew McNulty. All 
three students took different paths 
to graduation, though all embody 
the creative and experiential educa-
tion that CCS strives for. A gradua-
tion ceremony will be held on May 
24 at CCS. Some of these seniors 
have been with CCS since kinder-
garten, spending their early educa-
tion years at the original Charter 
School location on T Road. 

Cailan Boone, one of the three 
graduating seniors, grew up with 
CCS since kindergarten. He says one 
of his favorite memories in elementa-
ry school was, “getting sticks of gum 
in the morning from Peggy.” Cailan 
would like to thank mentors and 
teachers Daya Scheide for his “posi-
tive outlook on life,” Ryan Johns for 
his outdoor education, and Rachelle 
Wilson and Fabricio Fernandes for be-
ing great teachers. Rachelle, the cur-
rent high school humanities teacher 
at CCS, speaks highly of Cailan 
saying, “he is an amazing advocate 
for his peers, and has a really great 
sense of justice.” Cailan is an active 
member of the CCS family, fully tak-
ing advantage of the educational op-
portunities the school has to offer. He 
participates in the band mentorship 

led by Tom Dessain, and is an active 
member of the CCS ski/snowBoard 
program. Next year Cailan is attend-
ing Western Colorado University and 
plans to major in outdoor education 
and music. 

CCS’s small size and charter 
school designation allow teachers 
and students to cater to their edu-
cational needs in a different way 
than a traditional schooling track. 
The community-based model and 
the small class sizes allow for stu-
dents to build their own independ-
ent track. Rachelle, the high school 
humanities teacher, says this builds 
camaraderie with students and al-
lows a teacher student relationship 
unique to CCS. 

One of the seniors who took 
their own track is Drew McNulty, 
who graduated a semester early 
through an independent track de-
signed with cooperation of CCS. 
Drew decided that graduating ear-
ly would allow her to get a jump 
start on working in the real world. 
Rachelle notes that Drew was an 
inspiring student and shares many 
great memories on the annual high 
school class trips with Drew.

Another senior who took an 
alternative track to graduating is 
Alicia Mancha, who decided that 
a parent guided instruction (PGI) 
for her senior year would make 
the most sense. This allowed her to 
complete her high school education 
from home and continue working. 

Finally, a CCS student who’s 
taken a unique track is Oliver Be-
navidez, who is receiving his official 
high school diploma this year. Oliver 
began attending CCS in eighth grade 
and was accepted into the Ascent 
program through the Colorado De-
partment of Education (CDE). This 
program selects qualified students to 
leave high school and begin their col-
lege education early. For Benavidez 
this meant attending Adams State 
University in Alamosa. Though he is 
the age of a high school senior, Be-
navidez is on track to complete his 
college education in two years. Due 
to the nature of the special program, 
Benavidez is receiving his CCS high 
school diploma this year. He is a tes-
tament to the success of the inde-
pendent schooling track that CCS 
allows in its educational structure.

“I think it is impossible to 
have a less than 

stellar experience at 
Harding dental. 

Everything just goes 
perfectly all the time, 

every time.“ -D.D.

h a r d i n g d e n t a l g r o u p . c o m

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS
Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD • ORTHODONTICS

South Fork  
138 Ponderosa Drive 

South Fork, CO

719.873.6021

Alamosa
688 Del Sol Drive 

Alamosa, CO

719.298.3373

patient story

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS

MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS

MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

@HardingDentalGroup @HardingDental

Crestone Charter School graduates (from left to right) Oliver Benavidez, Drew McNulty, 
Alicia Mancha, and Cailain Boone. photo by Michael Pacheco
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by David Nicholas
So where were we? The second 

quarter of his third year as presi-
dent has made the world a pessi-
mistic place. That Mr. Trump is a 
moronic renegade out of control is 
worth saying again, just as a re-
minder that at some point there is 
a reckoning for his words and deeds 
and to never let it be forgotten. 

The response has been no 
shortage of Democratic candidates 
for president who have thrown 
their hat in the ring—23 at last 
count. Also just in time for Easter 
we had the redacted version of the 
Mueller investigation, which said 
in brief that there was no clear ev-
idence that the president colluded 
with Russia or with Russians, but 
there wasn’t enough evidence to say 
that Mr. Trump didn’t, and thus the 
special prosecutor denied him his 
desire to be exonerated. This is still 
driving Mr. Trump crazy. More on 
this later.

The hallmarks of this presi-
dency are bragging, bluster or sim-
ply making threats. How this ends 
on January 20, 2021 or four more 
years later we can hazard a guess or 
fantasize, but just wishing doesn’t 
make it so. 

So while banging the war 
drums over Iran or threatening 
regime change in Venezuela, no 
one said making MAGA—Making 
America Great Again—meant that 
you would stay number one in the 
world as well. 

The problem for him is that 
America has slipped behind a na-
tion—a non-white nation as they 
say in Congress. As a super power 
we are now more illusion than real-
ity. An American war criminal and 
the helmsman in the clown car that 
passes as the Department of State 
are making valiant efforts that em-
barrass us. 

While Mr. Trump was never 
enamored with global super pow-
er politics, nevertheless he is up to 
his neck in it. Whether muddling 
foreign policies was meant as a dis-
traction from the Mueller investi-
gation or his chaotic attempt at do-
mestic governance, he has brought 
us to a stage where we can all die if 
he makes a mistake. 

But when your measure of how 
well you are doing as a world power 
is by manipulating the Dow Jones 
Industrial Index daily with tweets, 
or by stupefying ad-hoc comments 
to the White House press corps, it 
looks desperate. When the numbers 
start tanking between five and six 
hundred points because your tariff 
war on the number two economy in 
the world is meeting with stiff and 
determined resistance, you look like 
you are wading in shit. It seems this 
is our destiny at the moment but 
things can change.

Democrats as far as the eye 
can see

There is no shortage of Demo-
crats who believe they have a shot 
at the prize. The number of folks 
who have declared for the presiden-
cy number 177 give or take. 

Out of these, pundits see 23 
who think they have or have had 

media rec-
o g n i t i o n 
and who 
b e l i e v e 
they can 
raise the big bucks to be a player 
in this presidential season and who 
are anxious to get one of the twenty 
spots in the first debate to be held 
over two nights June 26 and 27.

To have a chance to be on the 
podium you need to have raised 
money from 65,000 donors from 
across 20 states and get better 
than 1% or more in three polls cho-
sen at random by the DNC closer 
to the debates. Some who had not 
declared 90 days ago have jumped 
ahead just by announcing, such as 
former Vice-President Joe Biden. 
Some announced in a blaze of pub-
licity such a Beto O’Rourke, who did 
so on the cover of Vanity Fair and 
now wonder what to do next to get 
attention. Then, there are some who 
announced thinking that their can-
didacy was just as good as the next 
guy such a New York Mayor Bill de 
Blasio and Colorado Senator Mi-
chael Bennett who are still gather-
ing their numbers for a place on the 
stage. 

Most news outlets have group-
ings of the 23. The first tier from 
the consensus in no particular or-
der of preference is Veep Joe Biden; 
New Jersey Senator Coy Booker; 
South Bend, Indiana, Mayor Pete 
Buttigeig (pro: Butta-geedge); For-
mer Obama HHS Secretary Julian 
Castro; California Senator Kama-
la Harris; Minnesota Senator Amy 
Klobachar; Former Texas Congress-
man Beto O’Rourke; Vermont Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders; Massachusetts 
Senator Elizabeth Warren; and 
businessman Andrew Yang. They 
have all qualified for the donor cri-
teria and some have had a bump in 
the polls.

Those who might also be on 
the stage group are Maryland Con-
gressman John Delaney, New York 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand, Colo-
rado Governor John Hickenlooper, 
Hawaiian Congresswoman Tulsi 
Gabbard, Washington State Gover-
nor Jay Inslee, Ohio Congressman 
Tim Ryan, California Congressman 
Eric Swalwell and spiritual author 
Marriane Williamson (who quali-
fied on donors alone).

The rest take up space, but if 
they get the donors and a place in 
the polls then they get an available 
spot at the first debate. No word on 
what if they get the number of do-
nors after the first debate. Do they 
get a chance in the second? This is 
unclear. 

In the race at this stage the 
darlings of the punditry are Joe 
Biden, Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth 
Warren, Pete Buttegeig and Kamala 
Harris, all who have poll numbers 
better than 1%. Beto O’Rourke and 
Amy Klobachar have yet to break 
into this group of frontrunners.

However, I have biases. Thus 
year, I am against people in their 
seventies running. I favor those who 
I believe can see out a presidency 
over two terms, eight years, because 
the next eight years are crucial in 

tackling climate change and pro-
viding health care for all, and all of 
this takes boundless energy in my 
view. So we will see how the debates 
sort them out over the next three 
months.

The Democratic debates
The first debates occur over 

two nights, June 26-27. Expect at-
tempts at point-scoring and zingers 
designed for candidates to stand out 
above the pack. A good, standout or 
stellar debate is required for money 
to flow into the coffers. Lees than 
these means campaign oblivion at 
some point. These debates are about 
culling the numbers down.

I expect the dropout rate to be 
quick if performance or perception 
doesn’t measure up or fails to get 
a rise in the poll numbers. Without 
money coming in quantities that 
can keep their campaigns going, 
they will be dead in the water. Re-
member money is always going out 
of campaigns, such as paying staff-
ers and keeping campaign offices 
staffed with managers to oversee 
operations. They don’t do it for love.

Why this becomes a problem 
this year is because there is a four-
week period before the next round 
of debates, scheduled for July 30-31. 
Hanging in for this period of time 
without sufficient media coverage 
either mainstream, cable or social is 
a long, long time. 

After the second debate, the 
attrition rate of candidates drop-
ping out should increase, because 
with no debates scheduled for Au-
gust—Congress being on summer 
recess and America going on final 
vacations for the summer—the next 
debates will be held in September. 
That’s between four and six weeks. 
The September dates have not been 
announced at time of writing. We 
shall see how this is likely to play 
out next time.

The Mueller investigation
Nobody likes the redacted 

version of the report by the Muel-
ler investigation on Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 campaign that 
was released by newly appointed 
Attorney-General William Barr. You 
have to persevere reading this and 
it is very frustrating. The demands 
by the House Judiciary Committee 
for Mr. Barr to release a clean and 
clear copy of the report have met 
with stonewalling and non-coopera-
tion on every issue.

As usual, Mr. Trump is afraid 
of what a clear report would do to 
his base of support, which in my 
view would not change a whole lot. 
His insecurity that his base might 
just switch and turn against him 
hovers over everything he does.

There will be clear a version 
of the report released to the public 
soon because it will be leaked. It’s 
a Washington habit to release cen-
sored reports sooner or later and 
this one will be sooner than later, 
I think. I would like a clear, un-re-
dacted report released as soon as 
possible. 

Foreign Policy SNAFUing
1. Venezuela 
When former-Venezuelan 

President Hugo Chavez selected 
Nicolas Maduro as his Vice Presi-
dent it was largely due to making 
sure there were no rivals within his 
circle who could contest his leader-
ship as he was struggling with di-
agnosed brain cancer. Madura was 
named Vice-President in 2012 and 
interim President in March 2013. 

Mr. Maduro and Hugo Chavez 
go back to the early 1990s. He was 
a loyal supporter of Mr. Chavez as 
his political evolution developed. 
The job as President was one Mr. 
Maduro inherited. He really didn’t 
get enough practice to do the job be-
fore President Chavez died so in my 
view, it was a job he was ill-suited to 
do and he effed it up. 

That aside, not all of it was 
his fault. We interfered, making 
sure the economy under his watch 
would fail by making sure sanctions 
in 2013 embargoed spare parts to 
repair refineries and drilling plat-
forms. They could not be shipped 
into Venezuela, so as equipment 
failed, with spare parts drying up, 
oil production dwindled. 

Skip to the very eager Juan 
Guaido, President of National As-
sembly of Venezuela and total 
sleaze that at 35 was “persuaded” 
(bribed?) by our creepy Secretary of 
State Mike Pompeo to provide a face 
to US destabilization as an alterna-
tive to Mr. Maduro. Mr. Guaido is 
the gutless wonder we prefer to run 
countries vital to our “national se-
curity interests.” Bought and paid 
for when he attended George Wash-
ington University, Mr. Guaido is a 
member of the Popular Will political 
party.

Since the inauguration of Pres-
ident Maduro, Mr. Guaido has been 
the stink of underhanded American 
foreign policy by calling the people 
to rise up and overthrow the current 
government. The middle class, who 
had no love for Mr. Maduro or Pres-
ident Chavez before him, took the 
opportunity to rise up, and massive 
crowds took over middle-class en-
claves of Caracas. 

However, the height of these 
protests came when Mr. Guaido 
called on the military to stage a coup 
and arrest Mr. Maduro on April 30. 
It was supposed to be a grand mas-
ter stroke, but the military stayed 
with Mr. Maduro. Except for a few 
officers who showed up—now seek-
ing asylum—and Mr. Guaido looked 
the fool, the result being that his 
crowd turnouts to protest have 
dropped off. He is still a persistent 
little gadfly.

The best way this should have 
been resolved woould be to let the 
Venezuelan people solve it. The pri-
vation of food imports and the wear-
ing down of the poor and working 
class people who outnumber the 
middle-class, in the end would see 
the back of him at the next election

Mr. Maduro is still in office be-
cause Venezuela has become a pawn 
in the great game. While some 50 
countries have switched their sup-
port to Mr. Guaido, which really 
doesn’t mean anything, Russia and 
China are sticking by Mr. Maduro, 
which means he now talks among 
the sides meeting in Norway. How 
that turns out is anyone’s guess. 

The one lasting image of 
American stupidity in this miser-
able affair was that of Mike Pom-
peo, bellowing across the Colombia/
Venezuelan border for Mr. Maduro 
to step down.  For a Secretary of 
State to bellow and be ignored was 
about par for the course. Mr. Pom-
peo is not a bright guy and too many 
prayer breakfasts have taken their 
toll. There is nothing quite like a 
fat, well-fed American exhorting 
the starving at a distance. Just begs 
belief. Mr. Pompeo does a lot of bel-
lowing without much success.

The Washington Beat
Quarterly: Learning to 
live as number two
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2. China: Walking away 
from the US

Bearing in mind that in my 
last column I doubted whether 
there would be a trade deal with 
the People’s Republic anytime soon, 
I can now state that this trade war 
has escalated beyond a point of no 
return. China has decided to reduce 
all imports from the US to a second 
tier status. If it can’t get the a prod-
uct in the quantity it needs from 
somewhere else, it will buy from the 
United States but only then.

What was interesting about 
this decision is that it was taken 
two years ago in early 2017, but re-
ceived little attention in the United 
States until China cancelled the 
pending trade deals that both the 
US and China had worked on for 
the better part of 18 months. 

The realization came as all 
10% tariffs placed on items coming 
from China have been increased to 
25% from May 3 as Mr. Trump had 
threatened to do if China did not 
agree to a deal before May 1. 

China has and is retaliating by 
cancelling  firm orders—agreed to 
under the negotiated deal—for US 
pork which will now rot on the dock 
at US ports. Pork farmers have been 
hit, and without Chinese purchases 
many will go out of business. 

Also, the soybean purchases 
that China had agreed to as soonas 
an agreement was struck—many 
millions of tons—have not hap-
pened. Moving to offset the loss to 
American farmers, the Trump ad-
ministration promised to further 
compensate grain growers for their 
losses incurred in this fight—the 
second time in two years—with an-
other $15 billion. 

 Further, Mr. Trump stupidly 
said that growers should go ahead 
and plant for another season while 
the existing crop sits in grain si-
los on farms and at railheads. The 
problem is, once the tariffs went 
into place a year ago, China looked 
to other countries and found eco-
nomic allies such as Brazil and Ar-
gentina to take up the supply chain. 

Next, it is becoming clear that 
Beijing is just biding its time to ban 
all future purchases of Boeing air-
craft for the next 5-10 years as it 
increased tariffs for all Boeing parts 
imported to supply the existing Boe-
ing aircraft in Chinese airlines. As 
China was expected to buy at least 
3,000 new aircraft over the next 10 
years, Boeing being excluded from 
the biggest market will cause some 
suffering for people in the Seattle/
Tacoma area, the home of Boeing. 

It’s also said that Mr. Trump 
has decided that he doesn’t care 
whether he reaches a trade deal or 
not with China because he’s plan-
ning to use the PRC as a convenient 
boogeyman in the 2020 election. 
Well, with the eager support of the 
anti-Chinese lobby in Congress and 
elsewhere, China is our new enemy. 
What has been pretty stunning to 
watch is the braggadocio and com-
placency financial commentators 
express on CNBC and CNN that 
China needs to trade with us so, 
in the end, they expect the PRC to 
do as it is told and bend to our will. 
The big problem is that they are not 
watching what is going on in Chi-
na’s government. 

China is treating the negoti-
ations with the US with the same 
focus as any trade deal would do, 
China is not feeling pressed for an 

agreement that does not provide 
for a win-win situation. Despite all 
the hoopla over US-China trade 
negotiations, they are not monopo-
lizing Beijing’s focus. Over the last 
two years that I have been watch-
ing, rather than increase trade with 
America, Beijing is reducing trade 
and investment in the US. 

At the end of April, Beijing an-
nounced that Chinese investment in 
the US had dropped to 7.1% of what 
was just two years ago. That has to 
do with that while the US is quick 
to pooh-pooh the Road and Belt In-
itiative (RBI), China has decided to 
focus on trading with nations it sees 
as friends and allies. The 90 nations 
who signed on the RBI agreement—
including Italy and Greece—gain 
with free trade into China and good 
financing for infrastructure projects 
that many of them need. 

China balked at the trade deal 
because the hardliners—President 
Xi and most of the nine members 
of the Politburo—in Beijing decided 
current US policy is to go beyond 
US-China trade. The hardliners 
see the Trump administration and 
Congress as openly hostile to the 
country now. They see Trump’s ne-
gotiators  now want to force China 
to take US rules and regulations 
and force them to make laws that 
would make China change its eco-
nomic, and thus political, structure. 
Essentially subtle regime change as 
dictated by the US, the idea being 
that we do not want China to be 
autonomous—meaning free—of US 
influence and this must be stopped 
at any cost. 

Not surprisingly China isn’t 
about to do that. At time of writing 
President Xi and China are cele-
brating the 70th anniversary of 
the Long March and the Chinese 
Communist Party coming to power. 
Unless the US backs down on its de-
mands the US will be shut out of the 
Chinese market. 

The point to make about that 
is US businesses that operate in-
side China are greater than US im-
ports—upwards of $343 billion, per 
CNBC on May 21. 

China is unforgiving if it los-
es face. If it is over trade they may 
buy but it will be less. Sadly, soy-
bean farmers are about to learn the 
lesson of Mr. Trump’s folly. Only a 
fool would take on a hostile China 
right now because Chinese consum-
ers don’t take attacks on Chinese 
brands well at all. Not at all.  

An example is Apple. The iP-
hone sales in China are tanking in 
favor of Huawei smart phones. I use 
Huawei, as it happens. The phones 
are cheaper and if you do selfies 
the Zeiss lenses are superior to an-
ything Apple has. You don’t hear 
this coming from Mr. Trump or his 
minions but that’s what they aim to 
do. In fact it’s clear they want the 
world’s largest market to be reliant 
on the US for merchandise as well 
as agricultural commodities.

This is not the first time we 
have tried his with a foreign coun-
try. We tried it with Japan in the 
1980s and 1990s and we made them 
bend to our dictates. But China’s 
circumstances are quite different 
and they will fight to the death. Lit-
erally. History shows that in the last 
hundred years China has fought 
and won.

The US’s open hostility is in 
full display with the Chinese elec-
tronic technology firm Huawei.

Huawei is the largest electron-
ics firm in the world. Its profit last 
year was $108 billion. It holds most 
of the patents on the coming 5G 
technology and is already travers-
ing the world, selling it while US 
companies are incapable of mount-
ing a challenge to match it. 

We were caught napping be-
cause we thought the 5G technolo-
gies were years away for commer-
cial use.

The anti-Chinese block in 
Congress as well as the Trump ad-
ministration set to work to break 
Huawei’s lead. First they arrested 
Huawei’s Chief Financial Officers 
late last year on trumped-up charg-
es that Huawei was in violation of 
US sanctions by trading with Iran. 

Then we saw US intelligence 
services warning the other coun-
tries that share US intelligence 
that Huawei is a front for the Chi-
nese government and would relay 
any and all information that passed 
through its servers back to Beijing. 
European countries blew it off. 

Incensed, Secretary of State 
Mike Pompeo started doing shuttle 
diplomacy in European capitals, de-
manding that they not use Huawei. 
France and Hungary told him to go 
jump, and England announced that 
it saw nothing it couldn’t handle if 
Huawei did pass info onto Beijing, 
which Huawei fervently denied it 
would.

When these “overtures” didn’t 
work, the US government put Hua-
wei on the “entity list” meaning 
that from now on any parts from US 
manufacturers that Huawei would 
need to get government OK to pur-
chase that doesn’t affect “national 
security.” Immediately that was an-
nounced Google announced it would 
no longer sell its Android operating 
system for Huawei smartphones on 
future models. 

 China will retaliate thus: On 
rare earth minerals, used in long-
term batteries for electronic and 
processing microchips (such as In-
tel), sensitive electronics as found 
in cars and airplanes, China has 
the monopoly. There are only a few 
places around the world where they 
are found. China, Australia and 
Chile are the main three. While 
China obviously controls its own, it 
also controls the Australian mining 
operation. So China has the monop-
oly, and for the US to break it they 
have to find a country that will then 
develop what they have. We have 
some but, to start up and get into 
full operation it will take a year, so 
US tech companies will suffer im-
mediately. At time of writing China 
is thinking about it. We will see.

So as things go on, there is talk 
that Mr. Trump and Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping might/will meet on 
the sidelines of the G20 meeting 
June 28-29 in Kyoto, Japan. But 
it’s unlikely anything concrete will 
emerge, despite the fact that Mr. 
Trump is threatening a further $200 
billion in tariffs on personal goods if 
Mr. Xi doesn’t cave then. In fact that 
meeting could quite acrimonious 
and hostile. We will see, but China 
isn’t going to change or make the 
changes that the US wants. The US 
policy is one created by vindictive 
dunces. They think they have the 
upper hand when it comes to China 
but of course the reality is anything 
but that simple. 

I haven’t gotten to the critics 
like Senators Tom Cotton (R-AR) 

and Chuck Schumer (D-NY) who 
wish China destroyed at any cost. 
The tariffs are priced to hit US 
consumers—us—by as much as an 
extra $800 a year for clothing and 
other goods that Walmart sells. 

Mr. Trump says you should go 
to other places to buy your clothes, 
someone local. For clothing manu-
facturers who are thinking of going 
to Vietnam to circumvent China, it 
should be known that China owns 
most of the firms.

What really is at stake is that 
we are scared to death that the 
world’s economic powerhouse is now 
non-white and stopping China in its 
tracks will cost us way more than 
it will cost China. Food for thought. 
Hmm?

3. Iran
Regular readers have been 

aware of heat on Iran by the Trump 
administration since Trump took us 
out of the JCPOA—the agreement 
that was signed by the five perma-
nent members of the UN Security 
Council plus Germany and the Is-
lamic Republic to stop manufactur-
ing weapons-grade plutonium, in 
exchange for the lifting of economic 
sanctions and sizable investments 
into a depleted Iranian economy. 
Promises made but in the main nev-
er kept.  

I have said twice in the last 
year that war with Iran is close. The 
frills have been removed, the White 
House wants regime change in Iran. 

The policy emanates from the 
White House through war crimi-
nal and current National Security 
Advisor John Bolton, SecStat Mike 
Pompeo and last but not least Isra-
el’s prime minister Bibi Netanyahu 
who wants war more than anything 
with Iran. Combining Mr. Netanya-
hu’s poor self-esteem, with Mr. Pom-
peo, you get a disaster of mammoth 
proportions in an area of the world 
that can ill afford another conflict. 
Worse, they really have no idea how 
this plays out.    

We are in the war now, the ear-
ly stages of war. Previously it was 
always referred to as the phony war 
where “incidents” are occurring. 

In early May, four oil tankers 
at a port in the United Arab Emir-
ates positioned close to the Straits 
of Hormuz were targets of sabotage. 
Although nobody was injured and no 
oil was spilled it increased tensions. 
Then drones were supposed to have 
“bombed” two oil refineries, but no 
smoke and no fire. Saudi Arabia did 
it, no question in my mind. 

Actually The New York Times 
and Washington Post had articles 
warning about John Bolton and 
his warmongering in previous dec-
ades. Mr. Trump had to dial it back 
because it was stirring up public 
opinion. That is the last thing Mr. 
Trump wants is pictures of his base 
sending their kids to fight a losing 
battle in foreign lands away from 
these United States. 

Prolonged war against Iran 
would be breaking a pledge Mr. 
Trump made in the 2016 campaign. 
Attacking Iran needs public opinion 
to be onside, along with allies, pref-
erably white and European and not 
just a weak alliance of Middle East-
ern carpetbaggers like Saudi Arabia 
and a super Jewish state that craves 
a victory. Any victory. We shall see.

That said, the beat goes on.
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Colo. legislature 
on environment
continued from page 1

to work hand-in-hand with elect-
ed officials and industry leaders 
to ensure that these solutions are 
cost-effective.

Legislators and environmen-
tal advocates assert that establish-
ing policies to meet our carbon re-
duction targets will help Colorado’s 
clean energy economy continue to 
grow by driving innovation, job cre-
ation and further cost savings for 
consumers. Colorado’s clean ener-
gy industry is significant and grow-
ing, employing more than 62,000 
workers and attracting multi-mil-
lion dollar investments in addition 
to saving ratepayers an average of 
15% to 50% on energy costs.

Colorado voters in the 2018 
election made energy reform and 
the environment a priority by the 
choices they made on their ballots. 

Colorado faces severe threats 
from climate change, including 
worsening summer smog that caus-
es asthma attacks and other seri-
ous health problems, catastrophic 
flooding, waning winters adversely 
impacting the ski industry, loss of 
public lands to fossil fuel extrac-
tion, intensifying wildfires, and 
prolonged drought that threatens 
our farmers and our national and 
state parks.

The Climate Action Plan to 
Reduce Pollution establishes lofty 
goals, but just as important are the 
other key energy and environment 
bills backing it up.

Making progress toward these 
goals measurable, legislators en-
acted a bill requiring State regula-
tors to collect climate change data 
on greenhouse emissions annually 
and to propose reduction strategies 
based on their findings.

Colorado’s transportation 
sector is expected to surpass elec-
tricity generation as the top car-
bon emitter in 2030. This makes 
transforming the transportation 
sector critical to combating climate 
change. Lawmakers voted to ex-
tend Colorado’s $5,000 tax credit 
for those who purchase a new elec-
tric vehicle through 2025.

A second bill allows public util-
ities to provide for charging ports or 
fueling stations for motor vehicles 
as regulated or unregulated servic-
es and allows cost recovery.

Legislators also passed a bill 
to reform the Public Utilities Com-
mission (PUC). The bill requires 
the PUC to consider the environ-
mental or “social” cost of carbon 
in its analysis of utility projects 
moving forward. This cost—used 
to measure the dollar value of long-
term damage caused by carbon 
pollution—will allow utilities to 
evaluate the significant monetary 
benefits of continuing to invest in 
clean energy projects. 

The Just Transition From 
Coal-Based Electrical Energy Econ-
omy, creates the “just transition” 
office in the division of employment 
and training in the department of 
labor and employment. The office 
will provide benefits to coal transi-
tion workers through grants, work-
force training, and re-employment 
programs.

HB19-1260 requires local ju-
risdictions to adopt one of the 3 
most recent versions of the inter-
national energy conservation code 
at a minimum, upon updating any 
other building code, and encour-
ages local jurisdictions to update 
the Colorado energy office on any 
changes to the jurisdictions’ build-
ing and energy codes.

New appliances, plumbing fix-
tures, and other products sold for 
residential or commercial use in Col-
orado will be required to meet ener-
gy and water efficiency standards. 

While there will be costs asso-
ciated with these changes—some of 
which will be passed on to the con-
sumer—the cost of inaction must 
be factored in as well. 

Over thirty years ago the Na-
tional Energy Policy Act of 1988 
was introduced by Senator Timo-

thy Wirth, Democrat of Colorado. 
In all, 32 climate bills were intro-
duced that year, the culmination of 
efforts begun by a handful of scien-
tists and activists a decade earli-
er to prevent catastrophic climate 
change.

In the years that followed, 
climate policy became an after-
thought, then a partisan issue, 
then fell as a casualty of Washing-
ton’s embrace of industry propa-
ganda denying climate change and 
positioning global warming as a 
hoax.

While Washington D.C. pol-
itics are currently preventing the 
federal government from respond-
ing to the threat of climate change, 
states and local governments must 
step up and do what they can, and 
individuals, for that matter, must 
start chipping in too.

Mountain bluebird.   photo by Haruyuki Suzuki

Salida will be hosting its annual FIBArk festival 
located on the Arkansas River in downtown 

Salida, CO and Aventa Credit Union are proud 
sponsors! There will be live (free) music, a 

carnival, great food, & great people!

Membership qualifications apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

Stop by our tent located in Riverside Park and 
get some free goodies, spin the prize wheel, play 
some games, or just hang out! Visit our Mobile 

ATM on-site for all your cash needs.

FIBArk: June 13-16, 2019

10% off
Second

Sundays
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by Emmy Savage
I did my first lake hike of the 

season on Saturday. I chose South 
Crestone Lake because at a bend in 
the trail, right next to a lovely wa-
terfall, I have seen fairy slippers. I 
hoped, since I had just seen them 
on Rito Alto, that I would see them 
again at this same spot on the trail. 
But they were nowhere to be seen. 
It may be too early at this eleva-
tion. Despite aspen leaves being 
full sized lower down, here they are 
no bigger than a pack rat’s ear—
time to plant corn, they would say 
in the east. 

It is a gorgeous day for a 
hike—skies clear blue, birds sing-
ing, fog in the lake cirque that 
burns off by the time we reach the 
lake. It takes me five hours—an 
alarming performance given that 
this is our shortest trail, albeit the 
steepest. Taking a page from my 
friend Phil, I move slowly and my 
chest pain never kicks in. I feel 
so purified by fatigue that, after 
lunch, I lie down on the rocks next 
to the lake shore and take a nap in 
the sun. My dog Sarah has had a 
snack too and naps with me.

I have been walking the South 

Crestone Trail for six years and 
over that time, much of the Engel-
mann spruce have died, especial-
ly across the last headwall as you 
approach the lake and throughout 
the forest that runs up a long flat 
valley lower on the trail. But the 
trail never ceases to astonish me 
with its beauty, with the fact that 
it is never the same from year to 
year or even month to month. This 
is the first time I have ever been 
here early enough to see ice flows 
in the lake. The peaks with their 
scrimshaw of unmelted snow and 
the lake water both have a grey, 

wintery look despite the cloudless 
sky and warm sun. Often, I see 
cutthroat trout gliding along the 
lake shore but today, I do not. In-
stead, as I arrive, I hear a hermit 
thrush singing and as I prepare to 
leave, I see movement in a near-
by evergreen. Someone is flicking 
his tail like a flycatcher. I bring up 
my glasses to the spot, and there, 
churning about, is a beautiful Wil-
son’s warbler, with his black beret 
and bright yellow face. “Common in 
extensive brushy woods with dense 
understory near water; often in 
willows and alders,” says the Sibley 
guide. Well, this Wilson’s warbler 
has plenty of water and willows 
here but I wonder how this small 
four-and-three-quarter-inch bird 
has found his way to this remote 
high-elevation spot, just emerging 
from winter. Coming up the trail I 
also saw a MacGillivray’s warbler 
where the path switches up a steep 
side-hill meadow. I’ve been try-
ing to increase my speed between 
seeing movement and bringing my 
binoculars up to my eyes and fo-
cusing. It pays off when a blur of 
movement or a flicking tail turns 
into one of these lovely, golden lit-
tle beings. On my way back, I see 
a pair of very busy brown creepers, 
whirring up a spruce like windup 
toys, searching for insects and spi-

ders. They hardly pay any atten-
tion to my presence. Bon appetite, 
mes amis! 

 Despite the fact I’ve not 
seen fairy slippers, the South Cres-
tone Lake trail is ready to amaze me 
with other lovelies: globe flowers, 
marsh marigolds, alpine pussytoes, 
tufted evening primrose, white ge-
ranium, wild strawberry, scarlet gil-
ia, Parry primrose with its smolder-
ing magenta flames lighting up the 
creek side, Jacob’s ladder, heartleaf 
arnica, and wild candytuft. But 
these are just a tease for what is 
to come in July: corn lilies in the 
meadow just below the lake, alpine 
bluebells, chiming bells, harebell, 
sky pilot, monk’s hood, larkspur, 
blue gentian, alpine forget-me-nots, 
and the queen of all flowers: the 
blue columbine. This time, as I take 
one last look at the lake, I have a 
thought I’ve never had before. “Will 
I see the lake again?” “Will this be 
the last time?” Certainly, as I age, 
there will be a last time. But as Sa-
rah and I turn to retrace our steps, I 
think surely, I will be back. 

Excerpted from Emmy’s book, 
Walking the Stations in the Sangre 
de Cristo Mountains.
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Hiking to South Crestone 
Lake

Even in June, the peaks and lake still have a wintry look.

Ice floes in June.

Globeflowers.

Marsh Marigolds.

Wonder dog Sarah arrives at the lake.

Fairy slippers.
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by Kim Malville
This month’s skies
Our warm June evenings 

promise something interesting al-
most every night worthy of your 
curiosity.

June 1: For you early risers 
with a good view of the eastern ho-
rizon, you might catch a brief view 
of Venus, which rises less than hour 
before the sun. Look for a slender 
crescent waning moon to the right 
of Venus

June 3: New Moon
June 4: In twilight, you might 

spot the skinny moon setting to the 
west-northwest.

June 5: The moon is growing 
in size just after sunset. Mars will 
be nearby, to the lower right. 

June 7-9: The growing moon 
moves through Leo, passing close 
to Regulus.

June 10: Jupiter reaches 
opposition, which means it rises 
at dusk, is due south at midnight 
and sets at dawn: always opposite 
to the sun. It will be a little big-
ger and brighter than it has been 
during the past five years.  For 
you retrograde lovers, Jupiter will 
be cruising backward (westward) 
through Scorpius for the month, 
approaching Antares, the bloody 
heart of the scorpion.  It will be a 
worthy target with binoculars to 
spot its four bright moons.

June 15: The moon forms a 
triangle shortly after sunset with 
Jupiter and Antares.

June 16: The moon has 
passed both Jupiter and Antares 
(moving eastward) 

June 17: Full moon.
June 18: Watch the moon rise 

in the east accompanied by Saturn, 
just one degree below it.

June 21: The shortest night 
of the year in Crestone. June sol-
stice occurs at 9:54am MDT.

June 28: Look to the 
west-northwest thirty minutes 
after sunset to see an arc of stars 

and planets 
lying nearly 
parallel to the horizon. From north 
to south: Castor, Pollux, Mars, and 
Mercury. Binoculars will help.

The search for life on Mars 
& elsewhere

Four billion years ago, the 
Martian surface was apparently 
habitable, with a warm atmos-
phere, meandering rivers, lakes 
and even a deep ocean. Some astro-
biologists suspect that Mars was 
a better cradle for life than Earth. 
Life on our planet may have come 
here as passengers on meteorites 
blasted from its surface by asteroid 
impacts. 

Because it is smaller than 
Earth, the molten core of Mars 
cooled, causing it to lose its mag-
netic field. Charged particles, flow-
ing past the planet, were able to 
strip away part of its atmosphere, 
transforming it into today’s cold, 
dry world. As the planet got cold-
er due to its thinning atmosphere, 
what remained was frozen out and 
sucked into the land in the form 
of carbonates, permafrost and po-
lar ice caps. Its atmosphere is 100 
times smaller than Earth.

However, if Mars once had 
abundant life, even as long as 4 
billion years ago, some of it may 
have survived. After all we find 
life on Earth in very unlikely lo-
cations such as hot springs, the 
cold and dry Antarctic, and ocean 
depths. Life may have gone under-
ground to buried aquifers. NASA’s 
Curiosity rover has passed through 
two plumes of methane inside the 
96-mile-wide Gale Crater, which 
the six-wheeled robot has been ex-
ploring since its 2012 touchdown. 
More than 90% of Earth’s atmos-
pheric methane is produced by mi-
crobes and other organisms, so it’s 
possible the gas is a signature of 
modern Martian life. But the jury 
is still out. Abiotic processes can 
also generate methane. 

Our other neighbor, Venus, 
now has an atmosphere of 96% 
carbon dioxide, the result of a run-
away greenhouse effect. Its tem-
perature is some three times high-
er than would be expected for an 
airless planet at its location.  Once, 
it probably had warm oceans, sim-
ilar to Earth’s, which began to 
evaporate due to its closeness to 
the sun. With more water vapor 
in the atmosphere the greenhouse 
effect became more powerful; the 
temperature rose even more, and 
the oceans eventually evaporated. 
With no oceans to absorb carbon 
dioxide and carbon dioxide get-
ting baked out of surface rocks, the 
greenhouse effect grew stronger 
and stronger. Water vapor is lighter 
than carbon dioxide and would mi-
grate to the top of the atmosphere 
where it would be dissociated by 
solar ultraviolet radiation, and lost 
forever. Its atmospheric pressure is 
90 times that of the earth: a heavy, 
thick, suffocating blanket of carbon 
dioxide.  There can be little doubt. 
Venus is an example of a planet de-
stroyed by global warming. Let us 

on Earth beware! There is 
a slight chance that life has 
migrated to the atmosphere, 
where conditions may be 
satisfactory for floating mi-
crobial life some 30 miles 
above its surface.

Mars isn’t the only 
place in our solar system 
where alien life might exist, 
though not flourish. Actu-
ally, in terms of likelihood 
of the presence of life, most 
astrobiologists would place 
Mars behind Jupiter’s moon 
Europa, which has an ocean 
of water covered by a layer 
of ice. Conditions on its sur-
face are brutal because of 
high energy radiation pour-
ing down from its version of 
our Van Allen belts, but life 
may be hiding beneath the 
ice, floating in its ocean.

Saturn has two frig-
id moons that may harbor 
life. Enceladus has a lake of 
salt water buried beneath 

its crust. Cracks allow geysers of 
water to spurt out, coating its sur-
face with ice. As a result, it is the 
whitest and brightest object in the 
solar system.  The largest moon of 
Saturn, Titan, has lakes and seas 
of liquid methane on its surface 
and perhaps another buried lake of 
water. 

Earth is surrounded by the 
terrible furnace of Venus on one 
side and the cold of Mars, Europa, 
Enceladus, and Titan on the oth-
er. We may be destroyed by fire, if 
the greenhouse effect consumes us. 
When the sun cools, we may freeze. 
Now, we must cherish Earth.

Robert Frost has already of-
fered an opinion: 

“Some say the world will end in 
fire,

Some say in ice.
From what I’ve tasted of desire
I hold with those who favor fire.
But if it had to perish twice,
I think I know enough of hate
To say that for destruction ice
Is also great
And would suffice.”

This column sponsored by

Kim & Nancy Malville
kimmalville@hotmail.com

The ice-sheathed surface of Enceladus where water spews out of its cracks.  
 photo courtesy of NASA

The cracked sea ice of Europa.  
 photo courtesty of NASA

Mars showing its two polar caps of dry ice and water ice.  photo courtesy of NASA

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:kimmalville@hotmail.com
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by Starr Sites     
Major aspects
There are two major aspects 

this month. The first is the intense 
Pluto/Saturn conjunction which 
eases up a bit over the summer as 
both planets are retrograde and 
pulling away from each other. The 
other is Jupiter square Neptune, 
which can be pleasant and some-
times even dreamy. The problem 
is that the euphoria Jupiter with 
Neptune creates may be based on 
“false promises” so when the as-
pect is square, watch out! An op-
timistic belief in good fortune may 
blind us to the darker designs of 
ignoble people who use deception 
and fear to achieve their objec-
tives. However, their delusions of 
grandeur from wielding the priv-
ileges of power will work for only 
so long . . .

Should the financial un-
der-pinnings of a gradually crum-

bling global economy not be cor-
rected, the US house-of-cards 
may come tumbling down, leaving 
banks and stock brokers scram-
bling, not to mention the rest of 
us. Venus, a money planet, begins 
June in Taurus, which she rules, 
so the markets should go up, at 
least until June 9, when Venus 
enters Gemini signaling that mar-
kets may experience volatile un-
certainty once again. The greater 
crash is coming . . . just not yet.

The planets
On June 2, the Sun will com-

plete the T-square with Jupiter 
and Neptune, making us feel a 
bit under-the-weather, or other-
wise low-energy for a few days as 
the month begins. The New Moon 
brings social uplift in chatty Gem-
ini on June 3, when it’s finally safe 
to plant outdoors in Colorado! Yeh!

Open to inspiring insights 
and innovations from June 5 to 8 

as Mercury in nurturing Cancer 
sextiles Uranus in wise Taurus. 
However, for whole chunks of the 
month, Uranus will be completely 
unaspected, meaning it forms no 
aspects with the other transiting 
planets. Aspects between plan-
ets help integrate the diverse en-
ergies of our lives in acceptable 
ways. Without aspects to focus the 
energies of a planet, they have a 
tendency to “go rogue,” hold a very 
singular mindset, act in uniquely 
unexpected, strange, and some-
times anti-social ways, or behave 
like ex-dec planets. Such planets 
do not integrate well with others.  

An unaspected Uranus in a na-
tal chart usually indicates an icon-
oclast, a revolutionary, a uniquely 
creative genius, the “fool on the 
hill,” or a weirdo.  When transiting 
Uranus, the planet of sudden, un-
expected shock, remains unaspect-
ed for a prolonged period, the world 
may witness “the unexpected” in 
unusual ways—from volatility in 
the stock market, shocking revela-
tions, instability in global politics, 
to rumblings in the heavens and 
earth throughout June.

During most of the month, 
favorable and unfavorable aspects 
seem quite balanced, which means 
that you can manifest “good or 
bad” depending on what you focus 
on. Dark thoughts and acts reap 
somber results, while focusing 
on and expressing happiness and 
light will bring you more of the 
same. 

With the adventurous Sag-
ittarius Full Moon of June 16-17 
tensions rise as Saturn (time) and 
Pluto (the “Underworld”) straddle 
the Capricorn South Node (ripples 
from the past) while opposing lo-
quacious Mars and Mercury on the 
sensitive Cancer North Node. In-
tense arguments abound regard-
ing destiny, purpose and how to 
direct our energies in an efficient 
and effective way towards a mean-
ingful conclusion! Meanwhile, the 
Full Moon hugs Jupiter, lighten-
ing the general mood and making 
us want to hug someone too. (As 
the Moon grows full, look for the 
closest bright “star” in the night 
sky—which will be Jupiter around 
the 16th.) 

This opposition involving 
Saturn, Pluto, Mars, Mercury and 
the Nodes may stir up especially 
stressful situations in June. There 
may be conflicts between work re-
sponsibilities and taking care of 
your family, between “the author-
ities” and “the people,” between 
corporations and the Earth. Parti-
sanship will also be extreme!

After the Full Moon on the 
16th, Mercury and Mars trip into 
a square with Uranus on the 27th 
which continues into July. This 
can lead to some shocking decla-
rations and unexpected changes. 
Mars and Mercury were both “ex-
dec” as June began, and are start-
ing to “cool off ” as the month pulls 
to a close. Perhaps wiser minds 
can prevail now.

Summer Solstice
The Summer Solstice chart 

shows more tension and strife than 
harmony in society. However, Jupi-
ter sextiles the Moon which trines 
Venus, making social parties and 
romantic pursuits favorable, but 
only if you can avoid conflict and 
arguments. Leave political discus-
sions for another time.  

Around the Solstice is an ex-
cellent time to set your intentions 
for the upcoming quarter. What do 
you want to promote, further, and 
develop this summer, and what do 
you want to reduce or leave be-
hind? Be as clear as possible as you 
set your sights on the accomplish-
ments you wish to achieve as well 
as activating long-term visions for 
the future. Combining clarity and 
intention at Solstice and Equinox 
times is powerful! May the Gaia 
Force be with you this summer!

Starr Sightings Astrology

Betsi “Starr” Sites
Astrology & 

Astrocartography
505-470-9327

PO Box 364, 
Crestone, CO 81131

Starr Sightings
Betsi “Starr” Sites

505-470-9327

Astrology & 
Astrocartography

PO Box 364, 
Crestone, CO 81131

Betsi.Sites@gmail.comBetsi.Sites@gmail.com

Fix and Repair

Ideas

New Home
Construction

Call us with your 
Questions

WE DELIVER!

www.ponchalumber.com

Your Favorite 
Local 

Hardware 
Store!

10021 W. Hwy 50
Poncha Springs
719-539-4754

1 Timothy 2:1-2

mailto:Betsi.Sites@gmail.com
http://www.ponchalumber.com
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
One thing Taleb Nelson 

learned through having worked 
in both firefighting and water and 
sanitation: Although both are es-
sential services to the public, the 
person who gets up in the middle 
of the night to find and repair a 
water line break is unlikely to gain 
the same hero shine as the one who 
jumps on a truck to fight a fire. 
And that’s okay with Taleb. The 
21-year-old Crestone native would 
love to do both. But for now, hav-
ing embarked last year on what he 
hopes will be a career in the water 
and sanitation field, he is taking a 
hiatus from volunteering with the 
Baca Grande Fire Department to 
focus on his job.

It is work that he loves. Tall, 
broad shouldered and strong—
traits that also served him well 
during two years as a firefighter—
Taleb spends considerable amounts 
of his workweek outdoors, his fa-
vorite place to be. And as a full-time 
utility maintenance operator with 
the Baca Grande Water & Sanita-
tion District, he’s looking forward 
to taking advantage of trainings 
that will progressively add to his 
knowledge and skills in the field. 
Already he’s earned small systems 
water and wastewater certification 
as a Colorado Certified Water Pro-
fessional, with higher certification 
levels on the horizon. “We cover it 
all here because it’s such a small 
place. It’s great because I learn a 
lot faster that way,” he says.

A good match
Aware that there are almost 

no career opportunities waiting for 
Crestone area kids who want to 
stay in the community where they 
grew up, Taleb watched many of 
his friends grow restless after high 
school, ready to head for bigger 
cities or towns. But, at least for a 
while, this is where he wants to live, 
close to the mountains and close to 
his roots. He appreciates what Cres-
tone has to offer. And his low-key, 
mellow nature suits this place.

After a full and tiring work-
day, he talks about growing up 
in Crestone as he relaxes on the 
sofa in the house he shares with a 
roommate, just a couple of minutes 
from work. His drum set waits in 
the corner, and posters on the walls 
and a large monitor with three vid-
eo game consoles make the space 
comfortable and ready for his off-
work hours. As he has for much of 

his life, he enjoys making music 
with good friends, hanging out and 
jamming. “Certain special people in 
my life keep me going and make me 
happy, and I hope to do the same 
for them,” he says.

Back in the day
Crestone/Baca has seen a 

lot of change and growth in the 
past ten years, and when Taleb 
was a boy it was an even smaller 
and more easygoing place to live. 
“My friends and I would ride push 
scooters in loops around town,” he 
remembers, smiling. “It was com-
fortable just to walk around town.” 
His grandparents, Enid and Tom 
Malecek, lived here and still do, as 
does his mother, Gretchen Nelson.

After Taleb’s father left the 
picture, Tom filled in as a father 
figure, taking his grandson fishing, 
hiking, on road trips, and some-
times to the National Forest Rang-
er Station office (at the time in 
Del Norte) where he worked. “He’s 
such a generous, good person,” 
Taleb says of his grandfather. “He 
works all the time but he still has 
time for me.”

Taleb started school in Mof-
fat before the family moved to St. 
Croix in the U.S. Virgin Islands for 
four years, where his father and 
grandfather worked building hur-
ricane-resistant dome homes. Al-
though a young boy at the time, he 
remembers the ocean and beaches, 
rainforests, and meeting interest-
ing people from other countries. An 
equally enduring but not so pleas-
ant memory: foot-long centipedes.

Opportunities to thrive
Back in Crestone, he entered 

the Crestone Charter School in 8th 
grade, the year the school’s new fa-
cility opened. He loved wood shop, 
band, and Friday ski trips, and had 

(and still has) special admiration 
for a couple of his teachers, includ-
ing Karen Acker. The school also al-
lowed him to see more of the world, 
with a freshman class trip to Alas-
ka and a sophomore trip to several 
European countries and Iceland. 
During the summer he worked for 
the Town of Crestone doing public 
works maintenance, the same job 
his mother currently holds.

One part of Taleb’s teen life he 
says was enormously positive was 
being involved in the now-defunct 
Crestone Creative Council youth 
program. Run by Crestone/Baca resi-
dent Lisa Bodey with assistance from 
teen volunteers, the program provid-
ed a place where kids could gather 
after school, play board games, eat, 
talk, and support each other. They 
also earned money and helped com-
munity members by doing odd jobs 
including landscaping, gardening, 
and holding car washes. “It intro-
duced us to a lot of people and gave 
us the opportunity to thrive—to help 
the community and the community 
helped us. There’s nothing like that 
for kids now,” he says.

Learning by doing
For his last two years of high 

school Taleb returned to Moffat, 
having missed his friends from the 
west side of the Valley. He gradu-
ated in 2017 and enrolled in Adam 
State University in Alamosa, 
thinking he might pursue a path 
in emergency medicine. Within the 
first year, however, he decided he 
would rather learn through work-
ing, and save the cost of college. He 
volunteered with the Baca Grande 
Fire Department and also returned 
to the Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict where he’d had a part-time job 
the summer after graduation.

A few months later that job 
became full time. When it became 
clear that both firefighting and wa-
ter and sanitation would involve pe-
riods of being on call, and those calls 
could potentially conflict, he decided 
to step back from the fire depart-
ment for the time being. “I really 
appreciate my job and the (Water & 
Sanitation District) board members 
and managers and superintendent,” 
he says. “For now, I just want to 
learn it all, just give me knowledge.” 
He smiles and adds that his name, 
in Swahili, means seeker of knowl-
edge. “There are high expectations 
from my name,” he says, “so I’ll do 
the best I can.”

Taleb Nelson:
Appreciating what’s here

Who We Are

Taleb graduated from Moffat School in 
2017. He became a volunteer firefighter, 
and loved it, but he needed to step back 
to focus on his job with the Baca Grande 
Water & Sanitation District. 

Singing along with an empty stage at Red 
Rocks.

Hanging with his best friend, the late Ryker Poor.

The long hair got trimmed for safety.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Moffat Town Hall & Community 
Center opens with great fanfare

by Leigh Mills
The Town of Moffat has a 

beautiful jewel in a restored histor-
ic landmark now open to the public.  
For many years, the Moffat Town 
Board and residents saw a need 
for a centrally located building to 
host meetings and gatherings.  To 
fill this need, the Town of Moffat 
acquired the First Baptist Church 
building in 2002 and began its ren-
ovation as a way to preserve histo-
ry and build community. 

Located at 401 Lincoln Street, 
the First Baptist Church had its 
cornerstone laid in 1911 and served 
the community for many years un-
til structural concerns closed it in 
the late 1980’s.  After the Histor-
ic Structure Assessment in 2003, 
first phase of construction began in 
2004 and the last phase complet-
ed just before the April 6th, 2019 
Grand Opening. In 2008, it was 
designated in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places.  

The Grand Opening celebra-
tion of this momentous achieve-
ment drew over 130 people.  Folks 
came from all over CO and parts of 
the US. Old, new, and future resi-
dents shared their memories of the 
Baptist Church, their restoration 
involvement, and visions for using 
the new Community Center.  One 
couple who were married there in 
1962 came to see the new building; 
and Moffat Mayor Patricia Reigel 
told me that back in 1973, a cow 
had a calf on the front steps while 
the building was still in use.  Sa-
rah Van Horn, Moffat Town Clerk/

Treasurer, said she “grew up com-
ing to Moffat and always loved this 
building.  When I moved here, I just 
had to help with the grant writing; 
and now I work here full time, so 
it’s extra special.”

The total project cost was 
$720,000, with funds acquired 
through major grants from DOLA 
and the Colorado Historic Fund; 
Gates Foundation, Town of Moffat, 
Saguache County Commissioners 
(Sales Tax and Conservation Fund 
grants), numerous individual dona-
tions and the tireless effort of the 
“One Cookie at a Time” Commit-
tee who hosted hundreds of bake 
sales and championed the restora-
tion project throughout the years.  
There’s a wall inside the Commu-
nity Center with several plaques 
noting the major donors and many 
smaller plaques arranged in the 
shape of a tree naming individual 
and business donors.  

The future of the Moffat Town 
Hall & Community Center is very 
bright. The building is available 
for rent and is already being used 
by the public.  Weddings, AA meet-
ings, yoga classes, charity events, 
Town events and meetings, and Di-
vision of Water Resources are just 
some of the groups enjoying the 
beautiful new space.  To reserve 
the Moffat Community Building for 
your event, meeting or class, call 
Sarah at 719-256-4538 or email:  
townofmoffat@gmail.com

Some said it wouldn’t be done, 
including me, and we’re happily 
proven wrong.  

Exterior renovations included repairing corner blocks so damaged the interior was ex-
posed to weather and birds nested in the concrete holes. 

Designated in 2008 under the National Register of Historic Places, the building was 
restored without interfering with its historical properties, appearance, or material.                                

The Old Moffat Baptist Church, circa 1911.

“The ‘One Cookie at a Time” project crew:  Moffat Mayor Patricia Reigel, Don Skoglund, 
Betty Skoglund, Melinda Myers, Peggy Godfrey (not pictured: Jim & Harriet Campbell)

AFTER

BEFORE (1911)

BEFORE (2003)

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

mailto:townofmoffat@gmail.com
mailto:sdossenback@gmail.com
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Nick Navares is new Broker at Sangre de Cristo Real Estate
Sangre de Cristo Real Estate 

is happy to announce that new 
local resident Nick Nevares has 
joined the staff as a Broker Asso-
ciate. Further, he has received the 
National Association of Realtor’s 
Green Designation, a certification 
which will be of invaluable help to 
those seeking to purchase an off 
grid or energy efficient home.

Nick graduated cum laude 
with a degree in World Religions 
from Loyola University in New 
Orleans, LA. Post graduation, he 
enjoyed a vibrant career in event 
and festival production in New 
Orleans for over a decade. However, 

a few years ago, he decided that he 
wanted to be in an industry where 
he could more directly help people. 
He became a Reiki practitioner, 
sold his condo, bought an RV, and 
travelled around the Southwest for 
a year offering energy healings at 
soup kitchens and homeless shel-
ters before arriving in town. Once 
here, he was quickly recruited to 
first help, and then cook the Feel 
Free Ministries Saturday meal at 
the Little Shepherd Church, a posi-
tion which he now shares with Viv-
ia Lawson, and Erin McGrath and 
Aha Alba, in rotation.

In addition, thoughout the 

past year, he has filled positions at 
The Crestone Eagle as the Ad Man-
ager, as well as the Code Enforcer 
for the Town of Crestone last sum-
mer and fall. He worked as the pro-
ducer of last year’s Fourth of July 
celebration in downtown Crestone, 
and co-produced the 2018 Crestone 
Energy Fair. This year, he is again 
working with the Energy Fair to 
produce a vibrant and well round-
ed event as the producer. You will 
find him volunteering for many 
community events throughout the 
year, most recently as the MC for 
the Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
“Cabin Fever” fundraiser.

“I’m looking forward to meet-
ing even more people in the commu-
nity that I have come to love, and 
to be a resource for those looking to 
buy or sell their own piece of moun-
tain paradise here in Crestone”

3670 Enchanted Terrace. 
2 bed, 1 bath mountain retreat 
getaway. 4 acres secluded in 

the trees.  $272,500

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate • 116 S. Alder Street  Suite A, Box 356 Crestone, CO 81131

41555 County Road T, Saguache
Fabulous off-grid home on 42 acres in 

Elk Mountain Springs. 2 bed, 1 1/2 bath. 

Spectacular views and setting! $259,000

View at www.SangreD.com.  

Desert Sage Restaurant
A Crestone Tradition is on the 
market for sale! Great history 
with established clientele and 
many possibilities! Call for 
details.  $495,000

3511 Enchanted Way
2 bedroom, 1 bath home. Tongue and 
groove vaulted ceiling.  $188,000

75 Dragoon. Urban farm! 
Many sustainable/prepper features.  

Wonderful Chalet I spot. 300 SF office, 
greenhouses, gardens!  $350,000

512 E Mica. Comfortable 1 bedroom 
cabin in private town location. Full 

solar, well.  $144,000

(719) 256-5800

207 Foothill Overlook. 3 bedroom, 
2.5 baths. 2,192 square feet with 

large office.  $295,000  $275,000

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY!

Scan the QR 
code for more 

information 
on this listing!

PRICE
REDUCED!

New Land Listings
3530 & 3531 Camino del Rey 

$12,500

1894C Sun Vally Overlook
$19,000

3644 & 3645 Harmony Court 
$17,000

1504C Camino Real
$14,500

Vivia Lawson
Broker Owner

Nick Nevares
Broker Associate

Sangre de Cristo
Real Estate

SangreD.com

collaborating to build 
a vibrant community

Nick Nevares.

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.SangreD.com
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Parks & Wildlife, National Park 
Service cooperating on native trout 
restoration at the Sand Dunes; 
meetings scheduled to explain project

 In the continuing effort to re-
store native cutthroat trout to state 
waters, Colorado Parks and Wild-
life (CPW) and the National Park 
Service are cooperating on a major 
project set for late summer in Great 
Sand Dunes National Park and Pre-
serve.

Two public meetings to ex-
plain the project are scheduled: 
6pm, May 20 at the Rio Grande 
Water Conservation District office, 
8805 Independence Way in Alamo-
sa; and 6pm, May 21 at the library 
in Westcliffe, 209 Main Street.

The ambitious project will 
help re-establish Rio Grande cut-
throat trout in Upper Sand Creek 
Lake, Lower Sand Creek Lake and 
in Sand Creek. The area is located 
high on the west flank of the Sangre 
de Cristo Mountain Range.

“This is a challenging project, 
but it will provide ideal and protect-
ed habitat for these fish,” said John 
Alves, senior aquatic biologist for 
CPW’s Southwest Region. “We ap-
preciate that the National Park Ser-
vice shares CPW’s goals to re-estab-
lish native cutthroats in the waters 
of the San Luis Valley. Trout Unlim-
ited is also working as a partner on 
this project.”

The project is tentatively 
scheduled to start the last week of 
August. To re-establish the native 
cutthroats, the lakes and creek 
will be treated with Rotenone, an 
EPA-approved organic chemical 
that has been used for decades in 
Colorado and elsewhere for aquatic 
management projects. The chemi-

cal will kill all the non-native trout. 
If the treatment is successful, the 
earliest the area could be restocked 
with Rio Grande cutthroat would be 
the fall of 2020.

The Sand Creek area will be 
closed to public access during the 
treatment project.

CPW, the National Park Ser-
vice, the state of New Mexico and 
Native American tribes have been 
working to re-establish Rio Grande 
cutthroats for more than 20 years. 
Currently, the cutthroat can only 
be found in about 11% of its his-
toric habitat. Mining, water devel-
opment, intensive land-use and 
over-fishing have caused the trout’s 
populations to decline significantly 
during the last 100 years. Conserva-
tion groups have asked the federal 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to 
place the fish on its threatened and 
endangered species list.

“All the agencies involved in 
the restoration are working dili-
gently to make sure this trout is not 
listed. This restoration project is 
just one of many that will be done in 
the next decade,” Alves said.

The Rio Grande cutthroat is 
one of three native trout indigenous 
to Colorado. The Colorado River 
cutthroat is found on Colorado’s 
Western Slope, and the Greenback 
cutthroat is found in drainages of 
the Front Range. CPW is also work-
ing on a variety of projects to restore 
those populations.

To learn more about Colorado’s 
native trout, go to: https://cpw.state.
co.us/learn/Pages/Aquatic.aspx.

The Year of the Woman, Then & Now
Margaret Madeleine Chase Smith

by Diane Bairstow
100 years ago on June 4, the 

19th Amendment, giving women 
the right to vote, was passed by 
Congress and sent to the states to 
be ratified. On August 18, 1920, it 
finally became law. This was after 
decades of protests, marches, lob-
bying, civil disobedience, picket-
ing and agitation. Few of the early 
women’s rights advocates lived to 
see this legislation passed. 

Today we have still not seen 
a woman president, and even 
though a record number of wom-
en (117) were elected to Congress 
in 2018, women are still outnum-
bered by men four-to-one in both 
the House and the Senate. This 
year six smart, wise and intelli-
gent Democratic women are run-
ning for president, standing on 
the shoulders of the women who 
have gone before.

Nominated by the Equal 
Rights Party in 1872, Victoria 
Woodhull was the first woman 
to run for president. Since then, 
several women have run on 3rd 
party tickets, but only ten women 
have run and made it to at least 
one Democratic or Republican 
primary or caucus. Of these, only 
Hillary Clinton received the nom-
ination.  

In 1964, Margaret Chase 
Smith, a Republican, was the first 
to make it to a major party prima-
ry. She was also the first woman 
representative, and thereafter 
first woman senator, from Maine, 
and the first woman to be elected 
to both houses of Congress. She 
was also the first senator—male 
or female—to stand up to Joe Mc-
Carthy.

During the 1950s Joe Mc-
Carthy held the nation, and the 
Congress, hostage to his anti-com-
munist campaign of terror. At that 
time the country was gripped by 
the “Red Scare.”  

After World War II, Russia, 
then known as the Soviet Union, 
was conducting sophisticated 
espionage in the U.S. and was 
setting up puppet states across 
central and eastern Europe. Peo-
ple were concerned about the 
communist threat, and conserva-
tive politicians used this to their 
advantage, labelling progressive 
movements such as labor unions, 
child labor reform and women’s 
suffrage as communist plots, and 
Roosevelt’s New Deal as social-
ism. 

McCarthy was unpopular in 
the Senate due to his short tem-
per and fits of rage. However, he 
rose to national prominence when 
the Washington Post wrote a sto-
ry about a speech he gave, dur-
ing which he brandished a piece 
of paper with the names of 205 
(supposedly) known communists 
in the State Department. Using 
unethical tactics and baseless ac-
cusations, he led an aggressive 
anticommunist campaign that 
destroyed countless lives and ca-
reers. He became so powerful that 
members of the both the House 
and the Senate were afraid to 
stand up against him for fear of 
retribution.

Chase Smith was initially 
impressed with McCarthy, but 
quickly became disillusioned by 
the lack of any solid evidence to 
back his claims. She was certain a 
Democrat would take him on, but 
no one stepped up.

First, she spoke out in her 
nationally syndicated column, 
“Washington and You,” that the 
American people need “written 
evidence in black and white in-
stead of conflicting oral outbursts 
…”  Finally, on June 1, 1950, she 
spoke out on the floor of the Sen-
ate. She gave a 15-minute speech 
and produced her Declaration of 
Conscience signed by six other 
brave senators. 

She spoke of “a national feel-
ing of fear and frustration that 
could result in national suicide 
and the end of everything that 
we Americans hold dear.”  She 
spoke of both parties playing di-
rectly into the “Communist design 
of confuse, divide, and conquer 
… spread like cancerous tenta-
cles of ‘know nothing, suspect 
everything’ attitudes.” 

She said she was not will-
ing for her party “to ride to vic-
tory [against the Democrats] on 
the Four Horsemen of Calum-
ny—Fear, Ignorance, Bigotry, and 
Smear . . . Surely” she said, “we 
Republicans aren’t that desperate 
for victory.”

She was optimistic about 
the citizens of our nation. “I don’t 
believe the American people will 
uphold any political party that 
puts political exploitation above 
national interest.” In conclusion, 
she stated, “As an American, I 
want to see our nation recapture 
the strength and unity it once had 
when we fought the enemy in-
stead of ourselves.”

Her words are as powerful 
and relevant today as they were 
in 1950. Margaret Madeleine 
Chase Smith is a role model for 
political courage. The country 
awaits someone brave enough to 
follow her lead.

Endnote, “It took another 
four years for McCarthy to finally 
be censured by the Senate after a 
Washington Post exposé revealed 
his unscrupulous tactics.

“The year of the woman will 
continue next month.”

Margaret Madeleine Chase Smith, the 
first woman representative and sena-
tor from Maine, and the first senator to 
stand up to Joe McCarthy.

CPW and the National Parks Service are cooperating on a project to restore native Rio 
Grande cutthroat trout. This is a mature Rio Grande cutthroat photographed during a 
CPW spawning operation.

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

https://cpw.state
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Locals rally and create Giving Matters to bring aid to those in 
need living on reservations in South Dakota

by Melinda Myers
2019 has been a re-

cord-breaking climatic disaster—
storms, floods, cold spells along 
with droughts and fires across 
the globe. Some of the most de-
structive of these events have hit 
the Lakota reservations in South 
Dakota, impacting the already 
impoverished and oppressed com-
munities.

We are close to the time when 
these proud horse people were 
driven at the point of a sword, 
Hotchkiss gun, cannon, fire, hun-
ger, disease, religion and callous 
indifference, to settle on this tiny 
piece of their former homeland. 
Now they are under siege from 
the storms and floods of an unsta-
ble climate. Many are stranded 
without necessities, food, water, 
heat, and access to medical care. 

Knowing there will be no as-
sistance coming from the White 
House, some of us locals decided 
to do something about this situa-
tion. Giving Matters was formed 
to bring targeted aid to the res-
ervations. This is a village-to-vil-
lage/heart-to-heart action. Just 
people helping people. 

The first load of donated 
items was taken in early May and 
enough money was raised to allow 
our fearless driver, Michael Find-
ley, to make additional water runs 
from a well in the hills to remote 
elders on the reservation. 

Encouraged by this we 
launched more ambitious plans to 

do more runs. We planned, (and 
re-planned) a local fundraiser 
dinner. The newly restored Mof-
fat Community Center had just 
been opened in the historical 
old church. When the Town pur-
chased the church from the Bap-
tists in 2002, the deed guaranteed 
free access to the facility for re-
ligious or spiritual gatherings in 
perpetuity. Giving Matters is hon-
ored to be the first event in this 
hallowed building.

The day was filled with the 
smell of fry bread and the laugh-
ter of children. Several Lakota 
elders spoke about the conditions 
on the Pineridge, Rosebud and 
Cheyenne River reservations. The 
floods have destroyed most of the 
water system pipes, and a ma-
jority of households are without 
water—some lost their power as 
well. When you add the 87% un-
employment to this scenario, it’s 
easy to see why so many residents 
are desperate and depressed, 
turning to drugs and alcohol. 

Food Sovereignty is a con-
cept that is gaining ground with 
many tribes as a solution to get 
free of government handouts. 
When a village can produce their 
own produce, grain and meat, it 
gives them autonomy, real quali-
ty food, jobs for youth and boosts 
morale. 

The local outreach of Giving 
Matters answers the question, 
“What can I do?” Many have al-
ready stepped up with items and 

money. We especially would like 
to thank our business sponsors: 
Crestone Mercantile, Elephant 
Cloud, Town of Moffat, Sunflower 
Photography, Present & Creative, 
Phytology & Thriftology, and Mof-
fat School. Thanks to our online 
Facebook donors as well.

Look for more events in the 
future as we continue to do our 
part in assisting the Lakota deal 
with our brave new world. 

Mni Wiconi 

 Celebrating over 20 years of experience and service providing heat to Crestone, the SLV, and beyond.  Offering sales and 
service of safe wood and gas heating appliances, fresh goat milk & farm shares, internships and workshops, and Solar Earth Climate 
Solutions (climate battery home heating & greenhouse design).  

 We are offering our home at Dragoon Overlook for sale, and are open to buy-ins as well. We are 
creating our dream farm in another location with irrigation rights – hooray!  However, we are not leaving 
the community - we will continue Shangrilah's banner stove service and sales at a store in Crestone.   
 With more land, we will also be expanding our Goat Share memberships and garden offerings, so 
please keep an eye out for us at Saturday Markets for that in the spring, or even better - sign up for your share 
in advance at ShangrilahColorado.com.

Shangrilah Colorado
Giving Thanks to All, and a Warm Welcome to New Community Members!

shangrilahcolorado.com
shangrilahstove@gmail.com

milkywaymountain@gmail.comVisit our showroom!

Although the planet has been going through some tough times, it seems 
those who make it though the bottleneck are doing so by being flexible, and evolving despite, or 
because of the challenges.  With a little help from our friends, and keeping a sense of humor (and 
perhaps a little magic) to survive, we can laugh and cry together through this season.    

May our wonderment and awe lead to a realignment and discovery  
of life-giving energy, and may the outcome be harmony! 

Love and Blessings, 
Nathan, Heather and Family
  

Heather  719-496-6814
Nathan  719-588-1067

  

Solution to crossword puzzle on page B-17

“Giving Matters,” a fundraiser for the South Dakota Lakota, was a Fry Bread Taco Dinner 
held May 18 at Moffat Town Hall (when this photo was taken) and May 19 at the Kiosk in 
Crestone, and was a HUGE success!      photo by Lori Nagel

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:shangrilahstove@gmail.com
mailto:milkywaymountain@gmail.com
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‘Animal Tails’ 
this summer

by Suzanne McGregor
Calling all youngsters! 

The summer reading program 
at the Baca Grande Library 
will begin on Tuesday, June 
4 from 11am-12 and will con-
tinue every Tuesday morning 
for eight weeks. The program, 
“Animal Tails” is for ages grade 

school and younger and will 
be presented by Miss Penny, 
our favorite storyteller, from 
the Saguache Public Library.  
There will be stories, crafts, 
and a reading contest (with 
prizes!) for the youngsters.  
There is no charge for the pro-
gram, and registration forms 
are available in the library.  
Drop-ins are welcome, and 
healthy snacks will be served.  
Parents are encouraged to stay 
for the program if they choose 
to do so, and older kids are 
welcomed to assist the younger 
ones who might need a helping 
hand.

And speaking of our 
young people—we will be going 
through the books in the chil-
dren’s room again and putting 
some withdrawn books in the 
big totes.  They will be waiting 

for you to take them home—for 
free!

We are really excited 
to announce the addition of 
Hoopla to our library resourc-
es!  Hoopla is a digital stream-
ing service for library users to 
access eBooks, eAudiobooks, 
music, movies, educational 
and instructional videos, docu-
mentaries and TV shows using 
portable devices like smart-
phones and tablets.  Here are 
the three easy steps:  1.  Down-
load the app or go to hoopladig-
ital.com  2.  Log in with your 
library card (barcode on the 
back of your card)  3.  Borrow 
free comics, graphic novels, 
eBooks, audiobooks, music, 
movies, and TV progrms, with 
no holds and no waiting 24/7.  
There will be a due date for the 
items you choose.  There is also 

a link to Hoopla on our online 
catalog (https://nscld.catalog.
aspencat.info) under “Other 
Information” on the left side 
of the screen.  If you encounter 
any problems, we will be glad 
to help you!

A number of the books 
that were withdrawn during 
our spring cleaning are on the 
shelves in the Book Nook.  As 
it is our in-house fundraiser, 
just put a donation in the can 
on the Book Nook shelf.  There 
are DVDs there as well, since 
we regularly have to make 
room for new ones.  We are 
sure you will find something 
you like!                                                                                                                              

 Baca Grande Library, 
256-4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 
10:0am-5pm; Sat. 10am-4pm.

 

609 Panorama Way 
$330,000 3BD 2BA. Enter 
this home & feel the quality 
of craftsmanship. Living 
room has views that that-
will keep you sitting on the 
couch with your book & cup 
of tea. 

69 Diablo Ct $87,500 3BD 
2BA. New home in quiet 
location, walking distance to 
golf, library, tennis courts. 
Just a few minutes to town. 
Secluded cul-de-sac.  

3520 Forest Trail $165,000 3 
bedroom/1 bath ranch-style 
home on private wooded lot 
in a lovely part of Chalet II. 
Classic layout on 1 level for 
easy living.   

269 Springdale Tr $750,000 
4BD 3.5BA. Spacious open 
floor plan, greenhouse, 2 car 
garage, horse stall, cottage w/
European wood stove, sauna 
& soaking tub. Completely off-
grid.  

2744 Easy Way. $197,500. 
Sits high up on the street for 
optimum views. Nicely seclud
-ed, yet close to town. Nice 
wrap around porch Sits 
high up on street for opti-
mum views.  

 

Niamh  Kelly-Weston 
Broker Associate 

 719.480.5347 
 

Se Habla Español 

187 W. Silver. $475,000 
Prime location in the center 
of Little Pearl Park. Current-
ly Restaurant, Brewery 2 
hotel rooms and Penthouse 
apartment. Long term lease 
in place.  

CONSIDERING SELLING YOUR 
HOME? 

 
 

WE ARE LOW ON INVENTORY. 
 CALL US FOR A SPECIAL OFFER IF 

YOU LIST WITH  
US IN MAY OR JUNE! 

Shirley Motz 
Broker/Owner  
719.937.1691 

 
Top 1000 2013 Trends Journal 

REDUCED 

 

3537 Camino Del Rey 
$279,000  New construction. 
Contemporary style. Choice 
of colors, upgrades etc. 
Stunning mtn. views. On 
paved rd, close to Temples 
& Retreat Centers, & the 
Stupa.  

2 5 9  M o o n l i g h t  W a y . 
$260,000  Situated high up in 
Chalet 1, just off paved road. 
Open airy floor plan & mod-
ern kitchen. Choose your 
colors & many upgrades. 

REDUCED 

3458 Enchanted $395,000 
Owner financing available 
on this exceptional income 
producing property. Estab-
lished B&B & Retreat Busi-
ness.Total 4 BD 3BA rental 
capacity. Bright & spacious 
with lots of windows.  

1307 Moonlight Way. 
$228,000. Choice of colors &  
options on this contemporary 
model on a lot near the 
creek and greenbelt. Up-
grades and options availa-
ble. Call for more details.  

25797 Hazard Cir, Moffat 
$179,000 3BD 2BA Spa-
cious living room with wood 
burning stove, bright, open 
feel kitchen, lg master with 
private bathroom. Storage 
shed & lg back yard looking 
out to the mountains.   

3528  Enchan ted  Way 
$188,500 2BD 1BA. Call for 
seller carry terms on this 
charming 1 level starter, retire-
ment or B&B property with 
stunning mountain views. 
Large storage shed. Close to 
paved road.  

1419 Badger Rd. $219,000 
2BD 2BA Great bungalow 
type home. Master Suite, 
has large walk-in closet, full 
bath, &  spacious bedroom 
with extra storage. Front 
mountain & panoramic 
valley views.  

169 Verano Court $158,600 
2BD 1BA. Great room floor 
plan, vaulted ceilings, low 
maintenance exterior & 
tremendous mtn views. This 
small home feels bigger 
than its actual square 
footage.  

365 Camino De Oro 
$146,600 2BD 1BA. Afforda-
ble living in the growing town 
of Crestone. HOA of $394. 
includes snow plowing to 
driveway, road maintenance, 
tennis, golf, parks, library, 
lots of hiking trails.  

REDUCED REDUCED 

80 Cottonwood Creek Rd. 
$225,000 Large home on 7+ 
acres in the Grants, tons of 
charm! built in 1998 3170 sq 
ft with an additional guest 
cottage, outbuildings, off grid 
for self sustainability.  

158 E Silver $400,000 Rental 
income from liquor store and 
11 storage units with the sale 
all full no vacancies and 
waiting list. Prime downtown 
Crestone location. Lease in 
place on liquor store.  

16717 HWY 285, Saguache 
$ 1 9 9 , 9 0 0  2 B D  1 
BA  Beautifully remodeled, 
historic home 6 miles south of  
town of Saguache. This lovely 
home has a nice living room 
and formal dining room, new 
fixtures & finishes. 

Big Piney OL $199,000 This 
lovely 2 bedroom/1 bath 
home sits on 2.137 forested 
acres with gorgeous views 
of both the San Luis Valley 
and of the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains.  

3670 Enchanted Terrace 
$272,500 2 BD 1 BA. This is 
the perfect mountain retreat 
getaway nestled deep in a 
cul de sac with almost 4 
acres of land to protect 
privacy & invite wildlife.  

3737 Jubilant Way $162,500 
2 BD 2 BA Neo Modern 
design modular home-2X6 
framing, I. R. C. rated, with 
vaulted ceilings, large spa-
cious kitchen with dining area 
island. Home has natural 
light in every room. 

1629 Willow Creek Way. 
$199,000 2BD 1 BA. Tradi-
tional southwestern adobe 
style home with car port & 
adobe outbuilding off paved 
road. Close to town with 
spectacular views.  

https://nscld.catalog.aspencat.info
https://nscld.catalog.aspencat.info
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When using herbal medicine, 
we are accustomed to having 3 cups 
of tea per day, or several milliliters 
of tincture two or three times a day 
as a standard dose.  European dos-
ing is even higher, with tincture 
measured in teaspoons, which is 
seen as an effective dose.  But what 
if someone is sensitive to the alco-
hol in the tincture, or for some oth-
er reason finds it difficult to take a 
sufficient quantity of herbs?  Are 
there other ways to take herbs that 
don’t require the quantities usually 
used? 

Yes!  The plant world is so 
generous and so flexible that many 

ways exist to microdose herbs.  Let 
me tell you a story.  

Years ago, I was leading an 
herb walk for the herb school that 
I had gone to in Boulder.  We were 
going up a rather steep trail, and 
I began to get heart palpitations.  
I knew that this particular class 
had gone on a different trail in the 
morning, a trail that had ample 
motherwort plants.  This was be-
fore the days when everybody had 
cell phones with cameras, when 
students typically taped a leaf of 
the plant they were introduced to 
onto their notebook page.  When 
the palpitations started, I asked 

for a motherwort leaf and a student 
gave me a small one from her notes.  
I ate it, palpitations stopped, and 
they all learned something that 
day. Another time in the same era, 
I was hiking in the mountains and 
had palpitations.  There was no 
physical motherwort in that area 
so I simply asked the motherwort 
plant spirit to share herself with 
me and again the palpitations 
stopped. I recommend developing 
an intimate relationship with the 
plants before counting on this. It is 
the way that plant spirit medicine 
works. 

Homeopathy, developed by Dr. 
Samuel Hahnemann in the nine-
teenth century, is based on the idea 
that like cures like, so the substance 
or plant that causes certain symp-
toms can also be cured by the same 
substance, in a very dilute and po-
tentized dose, which is basically 
more an energetic than physical 
medicine but can have a very phys-
ical effect.  Homeopathy is great 
for children because the medium is 
usually a small sugar pellet which 
even babies can take easily. 

Flower essences were devel-
oped in the early twentieth century 
in Britain by doctor and homeo-
path Edward Bach.  He discovered 
that an energetic medicine made 
from certain flowers could benefit 
certain emotional states.  Because 
many physical conditions have 
emotional roots, they can benefit 
physical issues too.  Since Bach’s 
time, many systems of flower es-
sence have been created. 

Another method of using low 
dose herbal medicine are called  
homeobotanical medicines, a com-
bination of homeopathy and herbal 
medicine that combines the benefits 
of both systems.  The system uses 
minute amounts of herbs which are 
then potentized and used in drop 
doses.  Alcohol, glycerin, or vinegar 
are used to preserve the medicine 

since there is such a small amount 
of tincture used.  

Consider trying some of these 
forms of small dose herbal medi-
cine! 

Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 
herbalist and natural healer, also 
working with Plant Spirit Medi-
cine, Intuitive Energy Healing and 
‘The Journey’ cellular healing.  For 
an appointment call 719-937-7786 
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
Microdosing herbs

Edward Bach

Quality service, reasonable pricing,
we’ve got you covered, mountain to shore

Mark McGinn
Installation of greenhouses,  

covers & retractables

markmountainshore@yahoo.com
(Cell) 303.619.4650

SLV Garden Center, LLC.

The Sawyer Brothers
719-852-GROW (4769)

1669 N Hwy 285
(north of Dos Rios Restaurant)

Monte Vista, CO

-The Valley’s largest hydroponics and garden supply center-
Carrying full lines of the highest quality hydroponics 

and garden supplies
No orders too small or too big! 

Specializing in customer service 

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

SALE PRICES

STOREWIDE!

The finest selection of pre-owned cars, trucks, 
SUV’s, and mini-vans in the region. 

And don’t forget our excellent 
service department!

Contact Sam Johnson (719) 221-2453
or John Dodgen (719) 221-0326

7420 W. U.S. Hwy 50 Salida CO 81201

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
mailto:markmountainshore@yahoo.com
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
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by Matie Belle Lakish
What feelings do you have 

when you go into your garden? Do 
you see all the things that need to 
be done, and suddenly feel your 
stress level rise? Or do you notice 
the small successes in your garden 
plan, and see the beauty in a plant 
you hadn’t remembered?

Of course, there are obliga-
tions. If you want vegetables in 
July and August, you have to go 
through all the proper motions to 
plant the seeds and plants in May 
and June. If you want flowering 
bushes in May that fruit in Au-
gust, you have to prepare the soil 
and plant, sometimes years before. 
And water is crucial in the desert. 
No doubt, gardening is a long-term 
commitment. 

That doesn’t mean, however, 
that it always has to be a chore. It 
also doesn’t mean that your hard 
work will always be rewarded with 
success. 

I find gardening to be a lot like 
interaction with humans. Always 
surprising, always interactive, and 
nearly always rewarding. But as 
with humans, the unexpected is al-
ways around the corner. Plants are 
subject to a plethora of forces of na-
ture that we humans only think of 
in the broadest of terms. Freezing, 
or not. Wet or dry or in-between. 
Sunny or cloudy. Snow, hail, or rain. 
But for a plant, minute variations 
in altitude, temperature, humid-
ity, as well as the vast variability 
of soil nutrients and organisms can 
all make a life or death difference, 
or the ability to reproduce, or not. 

And what about predator and 
prey? Decades ago, The Secret Life 
of Plants by Tompkins and Bird 
introduced humans to the concept 
of plant consciousness. Many sci-
entists challenged the author’s as-
sumptions that a lie detector could 
pick up on the emotions of plants, 
probably with good reason. How-
ever, newer research does show 
that plants have complex systems 
of communication with each other 

and with beneficial insects, ani-
mals and other plants. They can 
also use chemical signals, much 
like animals use hormones, to com-
municate with each other and with 
beneficial insects and predatory in-
sects and animals. Recent research 
indicates that a fruit tree may sac-
rifice certain parts of its buds and 
branches to aphids or other pests 
in order to protect the rest of the 
tree. It does this, as far as humans 
know, with the use of chemical at-
tractants. Similarly, flowers may 
use scent and color to attract the 
pollinators the plant needs to re-
produce. 

This is no surprise to most 
readers, but if we contemplate the 
implications of these mysteries, it 
can lead to an assumption that the 
garden we are interacting with is a 
friendly space full of sentient crea-
tures with a willingness to inter-
act, not only with the plant world, 
but with us as well. 

There are so many mysteries 
to contemplate. Why does my dog 
like to eat crabgrass much more 
than other varieties? How does the 
crabgrass know how to follow the 
water source so precisely? What 
are the ants looking for as they 
cruise the scent trails through the 
plants? Why do different kinds of 
ants seek out different territories 
and habitats? Why do some kinds 
of wild bees prefer peach blossoms 
to plum, and vice versa? 

One of my favorite things to do 
when I am stressed out by the de-
mands of my human world is to go 
into my garden and sit. Sometimes 
I will just admire the flowers that 
are blooming and the chard plants 
for their form and color. Sometimes 
I contemplate the varieties of bees 
and flies on plants. I remember a 
time last year when I spent about 
half an hour watching half a doz-
en types of bees and fancy flies on 
marjoram and sedums. It was like 
moving to another world. 

In case you are wondering 
what I am talking about, and why, 

my goal is to help you relax about 
your gardening. Life is short. En-
joy it. Create spaces in your garden 
where you can just sit: a comfort-
able chair overlooking the bed of 
strawberries and rhubarb; a shady 
spot to watch the butterflies; an in-
conspicuous, but comfortable bench 
in view of the penstemons that 
draw the hummingbirds. 

If you have pets, make space 
for them too. When I was first 
working with my garden, I had it 
all filled with useful or desirable 
plants. My poor dog had no place to 
relax in the shade. For two years I 
tried planting shade-loving flowers 
in the places I had designated as 
suitable for them. For two years, my 
dog dug them up. Finally, I noticed 
that she consistently preferred cer-
tain spots, and I now leave those 
for her. We have reached a compro-
mise. 

Who in your environment 
would like a compromise? Chil-
dren? Cat? Dog? Deer? Bear? Can 
you relieve gardening stress by 
being observant, patient, appre-

ciative, and relaxed about the out-
come? There’s always next year. 
Happy gardening. 

256-4252

GardenGuru
Don’t stress! Enjoy your garden

When I was first working with my garden, I had it all filled with useful or desirable plants. 
My poor dog had no place to relax in the shade.  Now we’ve reached a compromise.

Everything you need for your home and garden!
✿ Plants

✿ Veggies
✿ Annuals & Perennials

✿ Greenhouse Shade Cloth
✿ Much More!

711 State Avenue • Alamosa 589-6362
Mon-Sat 9am-5:30pm • Sun 10am-2pm • 7 days a week

 

SUMMER IS HERE!

Green Spot 
Garden Center & Antiques

Shawn Wadelton L.L.C. Owner/Operator
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Experiential education shines at 
Blankenship’s Earth Knack 

by Mason Osgood
It’s a sunny afternoon in the 

Baca Grants when a van full of 
children dressed as pioneers rolls 
into Earth Knack, a primitive liv-
ing space that’s been operating in 
Crestone since 1994. At the driver’s 
seat of this van is Robin Blanken-
ship, founder and owner of Earth 
Knack. Her fourth and fifth grade 
class at Crestone Charter School, 
colloquially called the “45th Divi-
sion,” is participating in an over-
night experiential education trip. 

During this trip students took 
part in historical recreation as part 
of learning about pioneers migrat-
ing out West during the 1800’s. 
Open-flame cooking with dutch ov-
ens, ancestral living skills, and dis-
cussing Native American and pio-

neer interactions helped to enrich 
this learning experience. Children 
learned about the many difficulties 
the pioneers experienced including 
rampant diseases, physical tolls of 
walking everyday, and lack of food.  

This trip serves to highlight 
a greater theme of outdoor living 
and experiential education at the 
core of Crestone Charter School 
and Blankenship’s fourth and fifth 
grade class. Students in her class 
have taken part in home canning, 
horseshoeing, alpaca shearing, and 
consistently tend to the Crestone 
Curve Community Garden. Blank-
enship can also be seen riding her 
horse and buggy to school, picking 
up students along the way. Science 
and history lessons are frequently 
peppered into these class trips pro-

viding an immersive education ex-
perience for children. 

For Blankenship it’s more 
than instilling the values of self-re-
liance, it is “about developing a 
sense of relationship with their 
own bio-region.” She says, “there 
are so many amazing opportunities 
for children in Crestone.” Explor-
ing our own backyard, even outside 
of the classroom, is an opportunity 
sometimes taken for granted in a 
place like Crestone. Our communi-
ty is full of home gardens, animal 
pastures, and outdoor educators. 
To educate children on our environ-
ment is to further connect with our 
beautiful landscape. 

This summer take an oppor-
tunity to bring your children to 
explore and learn about our ex-
pansive backyard. Local farms and 

ranches, hikes to mountain lakes, 
or outdoor programming provided 
at Earth Knack, and the Alpine 
Achievers Initiative Summer Ses-
sion all serve to enrich the lives of 
our children when classroom time 
ends. 

Crestone Charter School 4th-5th grade students learn pioneer cooking at Robin Blan-
kenship’s Earth Knack.

Students dressed as pioneers learn primitive living skills at Robin Blankenship’s Earth 
Knack, a primitive living space that’s been operating in Crestone since 1994.

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

big o tire sale 
Michelin and Bfg 

up to $70 mail in rebates  
             (call store for details)  

           sale ends 6/16/19

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
•Building New Homes•

elinor1320@fairpoint.net
Licensed and Insured

      
      T

ERRAPIN & COMPANY

mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net
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by Ed Lyell PhD 
As I write this from a hospital 

bed Trump just more than doubled 
tariffs on goods produced in China. 
This is just one more attack on the 
working class that lowers the qual-
ity of life for 95% of Americans. 
Trump either does not understand 
that tariffs are almost always paid 
by consumers, or maybe he does un-
derstand and just wants to help the 
wealthy investor class. Economists 
report that the average household 
will pay $786 in for increased pric-
es caused by Trump’s China tariffs. 

Instead of raising taxes to cov-
er his record overspending, Trump 
and Republicans in Congress tax 
consumers. Attacking China goods 
raises price on 250 hundred billion 
dollars of low-cost Chinese prod-
ucts consumed by 95 percent of 
America. The wealthy don’t pur-
chase these products sold at target, 
Walmart and dollar stores. Trump 
should be raising tariffs on prod-
ucts the wealthy purchase like 
yachts, high end purses, expensive 
watches, and art paintings. Put 
tariffs on imported art that only 
the already wealthy purchase. Why 
not go back to the luxury taxes of 
up to 75%. 

Letting more industries be-
come monopolies is another way 
trump and Republican congress 
members raise the cost of goods 
hurting workers and further sub-
sidizes investors, including them-
selves and many foreign wealthy 
families.

Trumps political base are 
especially paying consumption 
taxes. Decades of declining edu-
cational achievement help trump 
because many cannot understand 
the economics and lack the critical 
thinking skills to expose trumps 
con man rhetoric. I remember an 
incident from the 1990s when I 
was on the Colorado state board 
of education. I was going home in 
Broomfield and stopped for grocer-
ies at the local Safeway. The pow-
er was out so they gave people a 
pad and pencil to write down the 
price of items we choose. I only 
had 4 items and knew what they 
totaled. At checkout the clerk kept 
getting the wrong number. She ex-
plained saying that Safeway was 
a part time job for her. She said 
that she was an elementary school 
teacher. I got angry and put my 
state board id back on. How many 
students were being damaged 
every day by this teacher’s math 
illiteracy? Why did the university 
of Colorado teacher education pro-
gram graduate her and give her a 
license to teach? Why is teacher 
education still doing a bad job and 
graduating illiterate teachers? 
Why has the State board of edu-
cation, universities and the legis-
lature continued this terrible sys-
tem? I think that we had smarter, 
better educated teachers decades 
ago when teacher education was 
a 2-year degree and Adams state 
and university of northern Colora-
do were two-year teacher educa-
tion, ‘normal’ schools.

The world’s quality of life has 
improved for over a century based 
on the economic principle of com-
parative advantage and the subse-
quent shift from one worker gener-
alist to focused production. Adam 
Smith used the story of making 
straight pins to explain, 3 workers 
each focused on just one step in the 
production process could almost 
double their production compared 
to each working independently. 
One would cut the wire while an-
other would sharpen one end and 
another would pound and blunt 
the other to create a straight pin. 
The time savings and productivity 
increase from individual produc-
tion continued to expand creating 
the assembly line.  Technology in-
cluding steam engine, trains, air 
transport, etc. improved output 
per worker lowering prices and 
providing more diverse products. 
Worldwide production and geogra-
phy permitted year-round access to 
seasonal produce.

Economic noble laurate 
Stiglitz identifies the “true sources 
of wealth and of increases in stand-
ards of living, based on learning, 
advances in science and technology, 
and the rule of law. He shows that 
the assault on the judiciary, univer-
sities, and the media undermines 
the very institutions that have long 
been the foundation of America’s 
economic might and its democra-
cy”. People, Power, and Profits: Pro-
gressive Capitalism for an Age of 
Discontent by Joseph E. Stiglitz

Tariff free trade among na-
tions improved productivity based 
on each country focusing on their 
comparative advantages. Absolute 
advantage means only a few sourc-
es for raw metals, or climate-based 
advantage, think avocados from 
Mexico. Tariffs add a tax to prod-
ucts raising consumer prices. Some 
people then cannot afford products 
they used to purchase. If honest 

real capitalism exists, then com-
petition forces owners to pay the 
tariff cost. Yet American industries 
are mostly monopolies and oligopo-
lies who can force consumers to pay 
the tariff cost. 

On a personal aside I have 
been in hospital beds since collaps-
ing at my rural home in the Waverly 
neighborhood on Dec 31. Wonderful 
EMS folks came out from my 911 
call and got me to the valley hos-
pital. They discovered that I had a 
serious blood infection, like E.coli 
sepsis. The great doctors and nurs-
es helped me start getting healthy 
again. I was transferred to a skilled 
nursing rehibition hospital in Cas-
tle Rock. Then a kidney blockage 
forced me to sky ridge hospital in 

lone tree for emergency kidney sur-
gery to put in stents to drain the 
bladder. I am still at sky ridge and 
their excellent staff. I have had 
ekgs, x-rays, CT scans etc. Yet no 
rehab or skilled nursing facility 
will take me. I am now one of thou-
sands who are in a more expensive 
place then I need costing the hos-
pital, Medicare and me to be pay-
ing twice what is needed. Readers 
know that I have complained about 
America’s dysfunctional health 
care ‘system’ for years. Now I am 
living in the economically wasteful 
system and will tell you more on 
this in later columns. It all fits a 
pattern of corruption and waste be-
cause only in America health care, 
and increasingly education, are 
focused on profit not cost-effective 
patient health or student’s achieve-
ment.

Ed Lyell is an emeritus profes-
sor of business, Business and Eco-
nomics Adams State University

ehlyell@adams.edu,  
Facebook: dredlyell

In Search of Economic Reality

Trump bellows and workers pay

Open Mon-Fri 8-5

200 East 1st Street, Salida CO 81201    719-539-5384

Michelin Defender LTX

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:ehlyell@adams.edu
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by Peter Anderson
Coming Soon! Dollar General! Yes, the encroachment of the corpo-

rate world is upon us here in the northern tier of Saguache County! Sure 
there are a few syndicated gas stations in Saguache and Hooper, and a 
couple of dollar stores down in Center, but for the most part, the world 
of franchise shopping and dining is something we are used to finding 
only in more densely populated counties. Many people here like it that 
way. “I’d rather drive an hour to the strip than have the strip come to 
us,” said a friend in Moffat, where Dollar General is currently building 
its new store. 

The new Dollar General is under construction at the junction of 
Highway 17 and County Road T. This location is significant, at least 
locally, because it is just across the highway from two retail cannabis 
outlets, one on either side of the road which runs east toward Crestone 
and the formidable barrier of the Sangre de Cristos. Where before it was 
easy to pass this turn-off at night if you weren’t paying attention, now it 
is hard to miss the red neon of the ATM machines and the illuminated 
green crosses promising pre-rolled joints and gummy bears and a smor-
gasbord of other cannabis diversions. Over time, I have gotten used to 
driving the “Ganja Gateway,” which seems an appropriate port-of-entry 
for end-of-the-roaders like me heading home to the altered state of Cres-
tonia. I’m not sure how I feel about the soon-to-be-manifested presence 
of Dollar General. 

I know that it will be a welcome convenience for some residents of 
Moffat who previously had to make a fifteen or twenty minute drive into 
Crestone or Saguache for a gallon of milk. For the stoners growing weed 
in the 4-20 subdivision recently annexed by the Moffat Town Council 
and other nearby locations in what is becoming the hoophouse mecca of 
Colorado, it will offer an abundance of sweet and salty munchies relief. 
I have friends on fixed incomes who may save a few cents on corporate-
ly-purchased bulk items which our mom and pop grocery and hardware 
stores cannot provide at the same low, low price! And even though Dollar 
Generals do not usually employ as many folks as local mom and pops 
who may or may not survive with the new competition, I know that D.G. 
will provide—Now Hiring!—some low-wage employment. I understand 
all that. 

I wonder, though, if the appearance of the Dollar General foretells 
the demise of values that are maybe a little less tangible than dollars 
and cents—qualities of life less easily expressed or explained. I don’t 
think an appreciation of space and silence and the night sky as seen 
from Highway 17 is limited to any one community or demographic in Sa-
guache County. Nor is an appreciation of the businesses which began in 
our communities, which are owned and run by our neighbors, and which 
support our high school fund drives and our Fourth of July celebrations. 
I believe these are widely held values in this part of Colorado. 

I am not suggesting here that the appearance of Dollar General is 
the beginning of a corporate apocalypse. Many of their managers and 
employees will be good neighbors. The company’s long-standing tradi-
tion of contributing to organizations that support literacy may benefit 
our communities. Who knows, maybe Dollar General will even help us 
build a long overdue new library here on the eastern edge of Saguache 
County. Even though almost all of my dollars will be spent in locally 
owned and operated businesses, I will likely seek out some cheap con-
venience there from time to time. 

And we should thank Dollar General for inviting us to consider the 
future in Saguache County and the qualities of life we value. If you are 
eager for the likely influx of other corporate “conveniences,” don’t worry, 
be happy. If, on the other hand, you would prefer, like my friend in Mof-
fat, to “drive an hour to the strip rather than have the strip come to us,” 
then maybe you would agree that our town councils, planning commis-
sions, and anyone else who cares about the way we grow into the future, 
have their work cut out.

‘Dispatch from the Edge’
is sponsored by

Carol & David Lee

AVENTA CREDIT UNION IS GIVING YOU FIVE!

Membership qualifications apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

Get the money you need for your next 
adventure! Get up to $5,000, at 5% APR*, for up 

to 5 years! Whether it’s your personal home 
improvement project, or just your 

summer vacation, Aventa is giving you 5! 
Visit Aventa.com for more info.

*Annual Percentage Rate. All loans subject to approval. Rate, terms and 
conditions depend on qualifications. The maximum loan amount is $5,000 
with a maximum term of 5 years. This offer is available for new loans only. 
Offer available for a limited time only. For a Personal Loan of $5,000 with a 
term of 60 months with a 5.00% APR, the monthly payment will be $94.38. 
Must be a member or qualify for membership to receive loan.
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When does “B” come after “U”?
When you disturb its hive.
Have you heard the joke about the 
baseball?
It’ll leave you in stitches. 
What did one candle say to the other 
candle?
Are you going out tonight?
What did the blanket say to the bed?
Don’t worry. I got you covered.
Why did Silly Bill tip toe past the medi-
cine cabinet?
He didn’t want to wake the sleeping pills.
What is a pokemon’s favorite dance?
The hokey pokemon
Have you heard the joke about the 
sidewalk?
It’ll crack you up!
What do you get if  you say “Tornado” 
ten times backward and forward?
A real tongue-twister!
Why is your nose in the middle of  your 
face?
Because it is the “scenter.” / Center!
How do you make a Venetian blind?
Poke him in the eye.
What do you call a bird that is sad?
A Blue Bird!
Why did the baseball player get arrest-
ed?
Because he stole second base!
What always falls and never gets hurt?
Rain!
I heard they put a new wing on the 
school.
That is true, but it still won’t fly.
What do astronauts have for dinner?
Launch meat!
What letters are not in the alphabet?
The ones in the mail.

What do you call a Stegosaurus with 
carrots in its ears?
Anything you want, it can’t hear you!
What is the loudest state?
ILL-I-NOISE 
How was that Camping Trip?
Intense (in-tents)!
Why are Teddy Bears never hungry?
Because they are always stuffed!
Why did the man take his clock to the 
vet?
Because it had ticks.
What has two legs but can’t walk? 
A pair of  pants
Why was the math book always wor-
ried? 
Because it had so many problems. 
Which school supply is king of  the 
classroom? 
The ruler. 
Why did the pony get detention? 
Because he was horsing around. 
What’s a math teacher’s favorite tool? 
Multipliers.  
What should you do if  your teacher 
rolls her eyes at you? 
Roll them back, of  course! 
Why didn’t the oven go to college? 
Because it had a lot of  degrees already. 
What did the teacher do at the beach? 
She tested the water. 
What time is it when you have a tooth-
ache? 
Tooth Hurty.
Knock Knock!
Who’s there?
Cargo!
Cargo who?
CarGo Beep Beep!
Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
Dwayne…Dwayne who?
Dwayne the bathtub, I’m dwowning
Knock Knock. 
Who’s there?
Dishes.
Dishes who?
Dishes the police, come out with your 
hands up!!

Happy
Summer!

      Mosquitos are the scourge of  
summer fun! But did you know 
that only females bite. They need 
to have blood to lay their eggs. 
Male mosquitos actually suck 
nectar from flowers.
   Mosquitos are the deadlies ani-
mal on earth. They carry malaria, 
dengue fever, yellow fever, Zika, 

and encephalitis. Mosquitoes also 
carry heartworm, which can be 
lethal to your dog or cat.
   Despite that, they have bene-
fitted science. Their proboscis 
inspired scientists to design 
less-painful hypodermic needles 
and to examine strategies to make 
needle insertion easier. 

Mosquitos

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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THEME: WEDDING BELLS

ACROSS
1. Up and about
6. Originally part of smog
9. *Combining ____ pool
13. Tarzan’s swing
14. It is well, if it ends well
15. *Acquired parent
16. Coastal feature
17. *Solemn promise
18. Greyish brown
19. *One of two wedding tossables
21. *Train ready for dancing
23. Scottish cap
24. Dole out
25. Cartridge contents
28. Bangladeshi currency
30. Mischievous-like
35. Designer’s ____book
37. Research facil.
39. Jedi’s aura
40. A Flock of Seagulls’ hit
41. From around here
43. Sound at a funeral
44. Road-tripping guide
46. Curbside call
47. Octagonal sign
48. *Length of a veil
50. Pro ____
52. Lt.’s subordinate
53. Rinna or Lampanelli
55. Clod chopper
57. *Wedding meal option
60. *Like ring finger
63. One born to Japanese immi-
grants
64. From Colorado to Wisconsin, 
on compass
66. Be limp
68. Anoint
69. ____ Iacocca
70. Blood circulation artery
71. “____, over here!”
72. Hole punching tool
73. *Not to be seen by groom

DOWN
1. Princess Jasmine’s “prince”
2. Deliver a carol
3. Samoan money
4. Dead to the world
5. Drum roll sound
6. Like Eliza Doolittle
7. *One of four wedding “some-
things”
8. Geography class prop
9. Buzzing pest
10. Twelfth month of Jewish year
11. Back of the neck
12. Ovine mom
15. Reflexive form of “it”
20. Spam, e.g.
22. Beehive State native
24. *It runs from tears
25. Hipbone-related
26. Magnetic ____
27. Down Under marsupial
29. *To be tied
31. *Some write their own
32. All worked up
33. *Future descendant
34. Gives a hand
36. ____sack
38. Plural of taxon
42. Lithograph, for short
45. Popular post
49. It makes your nose grow?
51. Barbary sheep
54. Tall ancient monument
56. Possible result of trial
57. Trash containers, e.g.
58. Brings into play
59. Matted wool
60. Experience emotion
61. Ripped
62. Sexual attraction, slangily
63. Afternoon shut-eye
65. *Another of four wedding 
“somethings”
67. “Swan Lake” step

by Ish

1/ The Umbrella Academy: (2019)  
Series/12 episodes. On the same day in October 43 

women across the globe gave birth, though they were 
not pregnant the day before. Seven are adopted by a bil-
lionaire industrialist who raises them to be prepared to 

save the world. They are a dysfunctional family who as teenagers dis-
band, but now that their father has died they need to come together 
again, as the time of the apocalypse is closing in. They all have some type 
of superpower and this is based on a comic series. Stars Ellen Page, Tom 
Hopper, David Castaneda, Mary Blige.

2/ Tientsin Mystic: (2017)  
Series/24 episodes. Set in the Republic years of China it has a very 

cool story with great costumes, adventure and romance. Four young peo-
ple investigate various situations and stop heresy.

3/ Nine: (2013)  
Series/20 episodes. A TV anchorman realizes that a mysterious 

bundle of incense has the power to put him back in time, giving him the 
opportunity to change the past.

4/ Medici: (2016)  
Series/3 seasons/24 episodes. Drama, biography, history. Based on 

the history of the Medicis, in 15th Century Italy set in Florence. Cosimo 
de Medici finds himself as the leader of his banking dynasty, when his 
father, Giovanni dies suddenly. A politcal drama as the Medicis held the 
most influence in all art, architecture, banking and religious affairs in 
Italy. Starring Dustin Hoffman, Richard Madden, Stuart Martin.

5/ Close: (2019)  
Action, thriller.  A woman, Sam, is a bodyguard and counter-terror-

ism expert who takes a job protecting Zoe, a young, rich heiress. Neither 
party is happy with the arrangement when a violent kidnapping forces 
them to go on the run. Stars Noomi Rapace, Olivia Jewson.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations
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Public Notices
Veterans Assistance Grant

The Saguache County Veterans Service 
Office has limited grant funds to assist 
with rent, utilities, food and gas. Contact 
Jim Sheeran at 719-655-2680 or at 
jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov for 
more information.

Houses & Property for Sale
2 POWER lots

$15,500 3.92 ac both or separately Baca 
Grants L1520 2.23 ac $8,835 and Lot 
1521 1.69 ac $6,665 1.69 ac great views 
of Crestone Needles, climbing, hiking, 
Financing, Kevin 8 am-9 pm 719-379-3831 
coloradoland80301@gmail.com.

2 private lots in Chalet 1
Tap fees paid on both. One has utilities, water 
and foundation in and ready to build (plans 
included) or put up a Colorado Yurt Co, 2 
story, 30 ft yurt. Off paved road with views of 

the valley and mountains. Owner will carry 
note with 25% down. 520-297-1438.

Flat half acre
Ready to build with the best views in Baca. 
Tap fees paid too. 2856 N Carefree Way. 
$5288. 682-351-3712

House For Sale - Crestone Town
House for Sale by owner, Crestone Town. 
Beautifully built 1650 SqFt with weatherized 
250 Sq Ft Storage Building. Passive Solar 
design with radiant floor heat. Private with 
completely fenced ½ Acre. Pine ceilings 
and custom tiled bathrooms. $299K. 720-
315-3308

Land for sale by Owner
Lot 1445, 3.79 acres: $18,900. Lot 1444, 
3.49 acres: $17,500 or both lots together: 
$32,499. They front on Spanish Creek 
Trail in the Grants. Please text for more 
information: 719-220- 0016.

Stunning 40 Acre Property
40 acre lifestyle retreat for sale or joint 
ownership. A beautiful strawbale home, 
meditation dome, cabin, horse stalls, 300 ft 
pristine well water. Bordering wilderness, 
close to town, a must see for those wishing 
to live in sacred connection.  Priced to sell.  
Call owner 303-726-5125.

Land in grants
24 acres in the grants. 5 Lots not 
consolidated, 2 of them Creek lots, 
Stunning 360* views. Privacy and retreat. 
$126,500. 719-256-5439 daylight hours.

LOT FOR SALE
528 Panorama Way, trees, great views, 
utilites to lot, tap fee not paid, $7000 
OBO.  719-588-8727

Houses for Rent
4 bedroom 2 bath house

A beautiful 4 bedroom 2 bath house near 
the Baca Fire station is for rent starting 
August 1. Has a fenced yard, beautiful 
views and garage and comes furnished with 
washer dryer. Nice neighbors, too. Close to 
Baca Fire Station and the school and, of 
course, downtown. Looking for a year’s 
lease.. $1600. Please email me if you’re 

interested: converseroberts@yahoo.com. 
Cheers, Bill

New New New
New home, enrgy efficient ETS & base 
boards, 3 BD, 2 BA 1428 sq ft, spacious 
open layout, oak floors, fire place, 
spectacular mountain views. washer dryer. 
Master suite with walkin in closet. $1,350 
First, Last, Deposit plus utilities & lease. 
Call Seva Home Mgmt. 719 937 4226.

2 BD 1 BA House
2 bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1160 sf energy 
efficient house with ETS heating and 
Hearthstone wood stove. Cherry hardwood 
floors with carpet in bedrooms. Upstairs 
mountain views. Washer/ Dryer, available 
Aug 1st. $900/month, first, last and security 
deposit. Call 719.256.4243 or email 
crestonebacath@gmail.com

3 BR 2 BA House
Beautifully furnished cozy, 3 BR 2 BA, 2200 
sf home. Many exquisite features including 
Travertine floors with three zone radiant 
heat. Modern kitchen with all appliances 
and granite counter tops. Solid marble 
stand- alone bath tub in MB. Washer/dryer. 
Kiva fireplace. Lovely enclosed courtyard. 
Close to greenbelt and hiking trails. $2,100/
mo, tenant pays utilities. 1st, last and security 
deposit. Please inquire at crestonebacath@
gmail.com or 719-256-4243.

Exceptional Serene  
Strawbale Home

3BR/2BA + studio. Stunning views. 
Exquisitely crafted, natural finishes, solar, 
energy efficient, radiant heat. Must see. 
No smoking. $1850/month heat + water 
included. 303-709-3377  http://www.
facebook.com/TheCrestoneDreamHouse

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent
STARLIT Hostel

Rooms Available: single or double 
occupancy.  Daily/ Weekly/ Monthly.  More 
info call Doug 719-256-5142

Studio Apartment For Rent - 
Downtown Crestone

Large, furnished apartment for rent in 
downtown Crestone.  450 SqFt, Private 
Entrance. $750 / Mo. Includes Utils and 
Internet. NS, No Pets. Quiet. 775-636-1877

Services
Handyman Services

painting, odd jobs, small trailer for hauling, 
yard work, cooking, shopping, gardening, 
dog walking etc $20/hr+. Mark Bluestein 
719-480-2596

MURALS
*Angels  *Mountains  *Deities... and More.  
*Decluttering plus Life By Design: Interiors 
and personal READINGS   719-937-9378

All phases of New Construction  
& Remodels

Specializing in roofs (metal, EPDM, TPO), 
stucco, flooring, painting, concrete, 
cabinets, tile, drywall, plaster, decks, 
gazebos, carports, barns, strawbale, 
sustainable, off-grid, energy efficient. 
Licensed and Bonded. General Contractor. 
FREE Estimates. Reliable Carpentry 719-
496-7630

Windows & Chimneys
Friendly professional chimney sweep and 
window washing services available.  Call 
Alexander 970-306-5100

EXHIBIT  IX-A
PUBLIC NOTICE AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
FOR POST-AWARD HEARING

Town of Crestone

The Town of Crestone will conduct a public hearing in the Crestone 
Town Hall board Room  on  June 10, 2019 at 1:30 pm at  111 S. Alder 
Street, Crestone   . The purpose of the hearing is to allow citizens to re-
view and comment on the performance of the Town of Crestone in carry-
ing out their Crestone Pedestrian Pathway Project, aka Phase II Down-
town Development Project, which was financed with federal Community 
Development Block Grant funds provided by the State of Colorado.  

Written comments are also welcome and must be received by     June 
5, 2019      , at   PO Box 64  Crestone, CO, 81131  ;  Attention:          Mayor 
Danforth       .  Information and records regarding the above described 
project are available at   108 W. Galena Ave. Crestone  ,during regular 
office hours of Monday- Thursday, 9:00-2:00 pm. 

Contact phone number 719-256-4313.

The public hearing is being conducted in a handicapped accessible 
location. Any handicapped person requiring an interpreter for the hear-
ing impaired or the visually impaired should contact the town clerk 719-
256-4313 or crestoneclerk@fairpoint.net or in person at 108 W. Galena 
Ave. Crestone, CO , 81131

 at least five (5) calendar days prior to the meeting and an inter-
preter will be provided. Any non-English speaking person wishing to 
attend the public hearing should contact the same as the above at least 
5 calendar days prior to the meeting and a language interpreter will be 
provided. To access a Telecommunication Device for Deaf Persons (TDD) 
please call 1-800- 659-2656. In compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, individuals needing special accommodations (includ-
ing auxiliary communicative aids and services) during these hearings 
should notify Crestone town clerk at 108 W. Galena Ave. Crestone, CO , 
81131 at least three days prior to the hearing to be attended.

Published in the Crestone Eagle newspaper on June 1, 2019 and in 
the online newdspaper  May 22, 2019.
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

SECURITY
ARMED RESPONSE

FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS
REMOTE HOME CONTROL

CLOSED CIRCUIT TV - INTERNET ACCESS
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303-525-3882
azezadenver@gmail.com

26620 20th Ave. Moffat, CO 81143

Providing Security Services
to the Valley since 1996303-525-3882

Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent  

Wanted - Etc.
$14 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version. 
Call 256-4956 or email classifieds 
@crestoneeagle.com to extend.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov
mailto:coloradoland80301@gmail.com
mailto:converseroberts@yahoo.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com
http://www
mailto:crestoneclerk@fairpoint.net
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:azezadenver@gmail.com
mailto:@crestoneeagle.com


General Services
Trustworthy, Reliable, Reasonable Rates. 
Wood splitting, spring cleaning, indoor/
outdoor maintenance, house/pet sitting, 
painting, small/odd jobs. Many local work 
and personal references available! Call Phil 
at (424) 229-0341 or email phurrle1@
gmail.com

Veterans’ Benefits
County Veteran Service Officer does 
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at 
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn 
about your benefits.

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop in 
the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call 
Dennis 256-4110

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates.  Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.
com

Detailed House Cleaning & 
Organization

I use environmentally friendly, aromatic 
cleaning products, have 25+ years 
experience, view cleaning as a spiritual 
experience, hold a strong work ethic, do 
my best, am punctual, honest, trustworthy, 
competent, intelligent, diligent, detail-
oriented.  kristikohaver@gmail.com  719-
429-2774

Help Wanted
Open Position: Code Enforcement
The Town of Crestone seeks a part time 
town code enforcement officer.  The ideal 
applicant must be calm, courteous, firm and 
have good communication skills.  Position 
requires learning town nuisance and offense 
codes, writing warnings and citations, 
attending municipal court as needed, 
passing a background check and working 
Saturdays. This is a part time position: $15/
hr.  Applications are available on the home 
page of the town’s website:  www.colorado.
gov/pacific/townofcrestone and at town 
hall: 108 W. Galena Ave. Crestone.  Please 
submit a brief letter of intent with your 
completed application to town hall or via 
email: crestoneclerk@fairpoint.net  The 
Town of Crestone is an equal opportunity 
employer and does not discriminate on 

basis including race, color, religion, sex, 
national origin, age, disability or genetics. 
In addition to federal law requirements, the 
Town of Crestone complies with applicable 
state laws.

Dispatcher/Jailer
The Saguache County Sheriff’s Office 
is accepting applications for full time 
DISPATCHER/JAILER.  Applicants must 
be 21 years old and have a high school 
education or GED.  Applicants must be 
proficient in computers and be able to 
multi-task, and requires working with 
County Jail inmates.  Applications must 
pass a criminal background check as 
well as a drug test.  Applications may be 
picked up at the Saguache County Sheriff’s 
Office located at 530 5th Street, Saguache 
Colorado.  Phone 719-655-2544.  The 
Saguache County Sheriff’s Office is an equal 
opportunity employer.

OLT Housekeeping
Orient Land Trust / Valley View Hot Springs 
has a housekeeping position open starting 
immediately.  Starting wage is $12 per 
hour, part time plus pick up shifts.  Stop 
by the Welcome Center or email rosie@olt.
org for an application.  Please do not call!

Satellite Internet  
Installer needed

Viasat Dealer is looking for an installer 
for satellite internet, residential and 
small commercial, in the SLV and Pagosa 
Springs area. This will be an independent 
contractor, paid per installation. Prefer 
satellite experience- HughesNet, DIRECTV, 
Dish Network, etc. Viasat training and 
certification is at no cost but you must 
become a Viasat Installer.  I have jobs 

available and business is growing. If you 
want to start something new or get some 
supplemental income, please contact me 
ASAP.  www.bacatech.com Dan Frelka 
BacaTech 719-256-1100  dfrelka@
bacatech.com

Free
Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

  Nestled in the woods you can 
experience the embrace of a 
Strawbale Bed & Breakfast

719-256-5116
www.casaalegria.co ~ casa.alegria @ yahoo.com

Electrum’s Rentals
Retreat and Enjoy!!

*The Hobbit House
*Shamanic Healing House

 *Yurts $50 per night
*Rental House Management

Call or text: 719-588-2114
globalspirit13@gmail.com

Nighly, Weekly, Monthly
Air BnB

Group Retreats
Full Moon  or Private Ceremonies

Cash ~ CC ~CryptoCurrency

NOTICE OF PROPOSED SCHOOL BUDGET

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A PROPOSED BUDGET 
HAS BEEN SUBMITTED TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF 
MOFFAT CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL #2 FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 
BEGINNING JULY 1, 2019 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2020, AND 
HAS BEEN FILED IN THE OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 
AT 501 GARFIELD AVENUE, MOFFAT, CO. WHERE IT IS AVAIL-
ABLE FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION MONDAY THROUGH THURS-
DAY BETWEEN THE HOURS OF 8:30 A.M. AND 3:00 P.M. 

 A BUDGET HEARING WILL TAKE PLACE ON JUNE 24TH, 
2019 AT 6:00 P.M. AT THE MOFFAT CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL 
#2 IN THE LIBRARY AT 501 GARFIELD AVENUE, MOFFAT, 
CO.  SUCH PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE CONSIDERED FOR 
ADOPTION AT THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION MONDAY, JUNE 24, 2019 AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE LI-
BRARY AT MOFFAT CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL #2 AT 501 GAR-
FIELD AVENUE, MOFFAT, CO.

ANY PERSON PAYING SCHOOL TAXES IN THE SAID 
DISTRICT MAY AT ANY TIME PRIOR TO THE FINAL ADOP-
TION OF THE BUDGET FILE OR REGISTER HIS OBJECTIONS 
THERETO.

PUBLIC NOTICE
Forest Reserve Title III Proposed Project

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners is soliciting public 
proposals to spend Forest Service Title III funds for any projects that 
will be used for projects that pertain to property that adjoins the US 
Federal Property. Written proposals must be received by 11AM on July 
12, 2019.  

Written project request must be submitted to the Saguache County 
Administration office in the basement of the courthouse or mailed to PO 
Box 655, Saguache, CO 81149.  The deadline for submittal is Friday, 
July 12, 2019 at 11AM.

Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom suites
with individual bathrooms

Fully furnished kitchens
Spacious and Private

Beautiful views 
Long-term Rentals Available!

[

[

[

[

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonerentals.net
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L O C A L  L O D G I N G
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

Enjoy summer in the 
mountains . . .

RAD CONSTRUCTION
RON DUNBAR

Custom Fine Home Building
Remodels Additions Tiny Houses

rndunbar@gmail.com
(719) 256-5342     (415) 446-8980

licensed since 1990  #584333

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:kristikohaver@gmail.com
http://www.colorado
mailto:crestoneclerk@fairpoint.net
http://www.bacatech.com
http://www.casaalegria.co
mailto:globalspirit13@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com719.256.4243www.crestonerentals.netRADCONSTRUCTIONRONDUNBARCustomFineHomeBuildingRemodelsAdditionsTinyHousesrndunbar@gmail.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Page B-20 • The Crestone Eagle • June, 2019 www.crestoneeagle.com

Dear EarthTalk: Do all 
the Democratic contenders for 
President in 2020 agree on the 
need to battle climate change? 
Which ones have demonstrated 
the most leadership on envi-
ronmental issues? 

—Joe Bradley, Minneapolis, 
MN

With 18 Democrats already 
declared as running for presi-
dent in 2020 (Pete Buttigieg, Eric 
Swalwell, Tim Ryan, Kristen Gilli-
brand, Beto O’Rourke, John Hick-
enlooper, Jay Inslee, Bernie Sand-
ers, Amy Klobuchar, Elizabeth 
Warren, Cory Booker, Kamala Har-
ris, Julian Castro, Tulsi Gabbard, 
John Delaney, Wayne Messam, 
Marianne Williamson and Andrew 
Yang), and several more likely to 
officially join the fray, there is no 
shortage of ideas on ways to beat 
Donald Trump. Besides their com-
mon desire to unseat Trump, all of 
these White House hopefuls agree 
on the need to address climate 
change before it’s too late.

A recent New York Times 
survey of the field found that each 
candidate favors bringing back 
Obama-era regulations designed 
to curb power plant and automo-
tive emissions and curtail coal 
leasing on federal lands. Likewise, 
all 18 say the U.S. should recom-
mit to the Paris climate agreement 
despite Trump’s efforts to pull out. 
But less than half (Castro, Gab-
bard, Gillibrand, Hickenlooper, 
Inslee, O’Rourke, Sanders, War-
ren and Williamson) are for even 
stronger new regulations to push 
us further faster on transitioning 
to a green economy. 

Meanwhile, the non-profit 
350 Action recently published the 
results of its 2020 Climate Test, a 
scorecard rating each candidate’s 
climate cred based on whether 
they support the Green New Deal 
or similar legislation, have taken 
actions to keep fossil fuels in the 
ground, and have pledged to re-

fuse campaign financing from pet-
rochemical interests. Gillibrand, 
Inslee, Sanders, Swalwell, Warren 
and Williamson scored 3/3 on the 
test, while Booker, Buttigieg, Gab-
bard and Yang each scored 2/3. 
(Delaney and Hickenlooper failed 
all three tests, despite acknowl-
edging that climate change is a 
serious issue.)

Perhaps the candidate with 
the most climate skin in the game 
is Washington governor Jay In-
slee, who has declared solving the 
climate crisis the primary focus 
of his White House bid. His 2007 
book Apollo’s Fire: Igniting Amer-
ica’s Clean Energy Economy laid 
out a plan for solving the climate 
crisis via a rapid transition to re-
newable energy sources with mas-
sive investments in clean energy 
jobs that would benefit Americans 
from all walks of life—much like 
the Green New Deal proposal re-
leased earlier this year by New 
York Congresswoman Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez. Harris, Booker, 
Gillibrand, Sanders and Warren 
each served as co-sponsors for the 
Green New Deal’s introduction in 
the Senate.

Warren, a longtime sympa-
thizer with environmental causes, 
recently released her plan to boost 
renewable energy production and 
protect public lands if she becomes 
president. The crux of her propos-
al calls for banning the extraction 
of fossil fuels on public lands (and 
off-shore in domestic waters) and 
replacing it with renewable en-
ergy production so as to meet 10 
percent of the nation’s overall elec-
tricity supply.

If any of the Democrats can 
take control of the White House in 
2020, environmental advocates will 
no doubt breathe a sigh of relief.

Contacts: “We Asked The 
2020 Democrats About Climate 
Change,” https://www.nytimes.
com/2019/04/18/us/politics/climate-
change-democrats.html; 2020 
Climate Test, https://350action.
org/2020-tracker/.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for 
the 501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. 
To read more, check out https://
emagazine.com. To donate, visit 
https://earthtalk.org. Send ques-
tions to: question@earthtalk.org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
April 21 to May 20

Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip (includes melted 
snow): 1.62”
Snow: 4.7”
Measurable liquid precipitation 
fell on 9 days.
Measurable rain fell on 8 days.
A trace of rain fell on 7 days
Measurable snow fell on 5 days.
A trace of snow fell on 3 days.
1 thunderstorm occurred.
2 hailstorms occurred.
Sleet fell on 2 days.
Total precipitation year to 
date:
Since Jan 1: 5.88”
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 48.5”  
Snow Season*: 68.9”
*Snow season runs from July 1 to 
June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 74.2°F on May 15 
Low temp: 27.2°F on May 9
Avg. high: 59.8°F 
Avg. low: 33.0°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 70°: 2
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 60°: 17
Number of days with the low tem-
perature at or below 32°: 16
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 3.5 mph  
Highest gust: 42 mph on April 26
Main direction: Out of the east at 

night, out of the south southwest 
during the day.

Weather summary:  
Temperatures for the last 10 

days of April were above normal, 
while the first 20 days in May saw 
below average readings, especial-
ly during the daytime hours, with 
one temperature record broken on 
May 9, when the high was only 
35°, breaking the old record low 
high for the date which had been 
44°. 

Precipitation-wise, we saw 
above average snow and rain fall, 
along with a record-breaking day 
for precipitation on May 8, when 
the Baca/Crestone weather sta-
tion recorded 0.41” in both rain 
and snow. The old record for the 
date of 0.31” of total precip had 
been set in 2013. 

Outlook for June:
This is the month when 

things really start to warm up and 
on some days (in some years any-
way), we can even experience hot 
days. On June 1 we average a high 
temp of 72°, while the average low 
is 40°. But by the last day in June, 
the average high is all the way up 
to a warm 80°, with the average 
low at 47°. The two warmest June 
days ever seen first took place on 
June 30, 1990, when it hit a hot 
95°. Then that would happen a 
second time in the month, on June 
29, 1998. The coldest June on re-
cord was also set in 1990, on June 
2, when the thermometer went 
down to 24°. 

For precipitation, we aver-
age 0.90” during the month, so 
not the wettest month of the year, 
coming in as the 5th driest month 
for the year. We also have seen 
snow in June, be it just 3 times 
since 1983, with one inch of snow 
falling on June 13, 1983, with that 
being the most to accumulate on 
any June day. The last time snow 
was reported in June was in 1999 
when 0.3” fell.

The 30-day outlook from the 
NWS for June is calling for around 
average temps along with well 
above-average precipitation. Plus, 
a positive closing note to report, 
thanks to above-average rain and 
snow in April and May, as of May 
16, our entire area is now official-
ly out of the 2-year-long drought 
that we had been in! 
Note: For current Crestone weath-
er conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.

A late-May storm moves in to add more snow to the mountains.  Photo taken from the 
Baca Wildlife Refuge by Grace Anderson on May 21.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
https://www.nytimes
https://350action
https://emagazine.com
https://emagazine.com
https://earthtalk.org
mailto:question@earthtalk.org
http://www.keno.org/vws
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Tour the Baca Wildlife Refuge
Visitors to the headquarters of 

the Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
are guided for the first time by mon-
umental new signs along County 
Road T culminating in a three-panel 
display that also invites hikers to 
Crestone’s mountain trails.

The turnoff identified by the 
historic iron crossbar at the gate 
of the former Baca cattle ranch is 
a five-minute drive from town. The 
lobby of the new territorial-style 
administration building presents a 
spectacular view of the Crestone 
mountains above a green mead-
ow. Visitors are welcome to walk 
around the grounds, with their unu-
sual local species of narrow-leaf 
cottonwood trees, but visitors are 
warned not to enter the buildings 
of the 150-year-old ranch center. 
(They await historic preservation.)

Volunteers of Outdoor 
Colorado are completing a trail 
through the meadow and along 
meandering Crestone Creek to the 
Colorado College satellite campus, 
which also has a trail. (Eventually 

hikers will be able to walk on a trail 
network from the Crestone Charter 
School to the Refuge headquar-
ters.)

In the visitors’ lobby, which 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
prefers to call a “contact center,” 
is a display of Native American 
projectile points collected by Bob 
Bunker during his long cowboy 

career on the ranch. Educational 
wildlife displays are in the works, 
but will not be completed until 
probably next year.

Assistant manager Dean Lee 
of the Refuge said the immediate 
surroundings make for “phenom-
enal bird watching,” plus the possi-
bility of seeing the resident bobcat. 
And along the entry road is a boom-
ing settlement of rare Gunnison 
prairie dogs.

Otherwise the 80,000-acre 
refuge, with its wetlands and for-
mer irrigated pastures with some 
2,000 elk, will continue to be 
closed to casual visitors, except 
for guided tours on a half dozen 
Thursday evenings this summer. 
The tour schedule will be released 
later, Lee said.

Under Interior Department 
orders last year, public hunting is 
now allowed on wildlife refuges, 
subject to state licensing. But the 
general elk season is not until fall.

continued on page C-6

Saguache Arts Walk June 22
On June 22 the Town of 

Saguache will hold the 10th 
Annual Saguache Arts Walk. This 
event has steadily grown over 
the years and this one should be 
the best yet. It has been timed to 
coincide with the grand reopen-
ing of the Ute Theatre in down-
town Saguache, which will offer 
both a band and live theatre in 
the evening. 

 Local businesses will host 
artists and participants displaying 
their creations up and down 4th 
Street. This is the perfect oppor-
tunity to explore and enjoy down-
town Saguache. Various shops, 
galleries, restaurants and movie 
theaters are here in a quaint 
historic setting. The Saguache 
Sagebrush Quilters will present 
their annual quilt show and a 
chance to win a quilt door prize. 
Painters, sculptors, fiber artists, 
performing arts, and crafters will 
all display their work.

Artists from around the com-
munity are welcome to partici-
pate. This is a chance for local 
creators who don’t typically have 
a venue to display their work. 
There is no fee to participate, new 
participants are encouraged, all 
media and styles are welcome. 
Join us once more for this fan-
tastic annual event highlighting 
our creative community. Contact 
Stacey at staceyamosart@aol.
com or 719-849-0957.

Your guide to 
Summer 

Fun
Festivals, events, 

shopping, 
activities & more
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4th 
Street 
Diner & 
Bakery

As you walk into 
the 4th St. Diner and Bakery in historic downtown Saguache, the aroma 
of freshly baked bread, pies, scones, muffins, and cookies fills the air.  
Open seven days a week from 7am-3pm, we offer breakfast all day and 
an extensive menu of lunch fare, including popular local Blue Range 
beef burgers, the 4th St. Potato Supreme, and Esther’s Omelette, featur-
ing feta cheese, spinach, and mushrooms.  So if you are looking for the 
comfort of friendly faces, a yummy pie, breakfast, lunch, or a good cup 
of coffee, the 4th Street Diner and Bakery has you covered! 

Grand Re-opening 
of the Historic Ute Theatre 

After a three-year snooze, the Historic Ute Theatre will reawaken in downtown 
Saguache over the weekend of June 21 to 23. 

The Grand Re-Opening will feature the award-winning two-woman show from 
Honolulu, "Money Talks: But What the Hell is it Saying?," performing Friday and Saturday 
nights, and a Sunday matinee.  "Money Talks" is the unbelievable true story of two strug-
gling artists, born a generation apart, trying to understand the deeper 
meaning of success, failure, and self-worth. The show has been 
described as “a subversive TED Talk meets Broadway musical.”  The 
River Arkansas will open the show Friday and Saturday eve-
nings, delivering their unique blend of country, Americana, soul, 
and folk tunes!  

The Historic Ute Theatre re-emerges with a mission to 
uplift, transform, and engage through live performances, independ-
ent/foreign films, and special events. New owner Heidi Wong and the 
evolving Historic Ute Theatre Team are dedicated to preserving the 
funky vibe and unique features of this historic venue while aspiring 
to offer family-friendly, innovative, accessible, and inspiring program-
ming to San Luis Valley residents and visitors alike. 

For more informa-
tion on the theatre, its 
mission, and to pur-
chase tickets for the 
Grand Re-Opening 
events, visit www.histo-
ricutetheatre.com.

Saguache Works
Saguache Works, a not-for-profit organi-

zation, supports the growth of our commu-
nity, economic development and jobs and 
healthy lifestyles. We hope to help our com-
munity grow responsibly.

We are the Welcome Center for 
Saguache, CO.  We have maps, tourist infor-
mation, and gift items, featuring our local art-
ists from the SLV.  Our exercise studio offers 
weekly programs for all ages.  We have week-
ly reflexology and acupuncture specialists 
on site, as well as private use of our fitness 

studio.  The Thrift Store has items from clothing to collectable items, at 
affordable prices.  We accept most donations, as the sale of these items 
helps support our mission. 

Our grocery store offers affordable access to fresh, locally grown, 
organic produce and other groceries. We accept customer bulk, and spe-
cial orders, from our distributors, with a 15% charge over wholesale.

We are one of few SLV participants in the “EBT, Double up Food 
Bucks” program.  EBT card holders can get credit for up to $20 per day 
of free local produce.  We also offer our “SPIP” program, for county resi-
dents, 60 years of age or older. Spending at least $5 on groceries can get 
$5 worth of free produce that day. 

404 4th Street, Saguache, CO 81149, saguacheworks2017@gmail.
com 719-655-0216

Saguache

Saguache’s♥

719.655.6411

4th Street
Diner  & Bakery

Pies! WiFi!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.histo-ricutetheatre.com
http://www.histo-ricutetheatre.com
http://www.histo-ricutetheatre.com
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Kristi Mountain 
Sports

Kristi Mountain Sports is the 
San Luis Valley’s specialist in 
human and gravity-powered 

sports. We stock only the best 
equipment to outfit all of your 
outdoor summer adventures! 

Bike, hike, pack, camp, climb, 
paddle, sandboard . . . we do 

it all. Find all your maps and 
literature for local adventures 

including USGS quads, National 
Geographic Trails Illustrated Maps, 

GPS units and more.

ALMA'S  
'Sundays at Six'  

free summer concerts
One of the mainstays of the Alamosa Live Music 

Association is its free summer concert series, known 
locally as Sundays at Six. During the most beautiful 
months in our fair valley the community is exposed 
to all kinds of music, performed by everyone from 

the neighbor down the street to nationally recognized 
touring musicians. Bring a chair, bring your friends and 

family, and 
join us this 
summer at 
Cole Park 
in Alamosa! 
Concerts 
start on 
June 23 and 
run through 
August 25. 
For the full 
lineup, visit 
almaonline.
org. 

Alamosa

…On the job

…Around the house …In the water…On the trail

…In the office

Your Feet deserve the best

…In the Mountains

Hiking Boots | Sandals | Mocs | Trail Runners | Summer Shoes

Visit us this summer!

3223 Main St, Alamosa  719-589-9759
WWW.KRISTIMOUNTAINSPORTS.COM

Visit the Great Sand Dunes 
National Park

The tallest dunes in North America are the centerpiece in a 
diverse landscape of grasslands, wetlands, conifer and aspen forests, 
alpine lakes, and tundra. Experience this diversity through hiking, sand 
sledding, splashing in Medano Creek, wildlife watching, and more! The 
park and preserve are always open, so plan to also experience night 

skies and nocturnal wildlife during your visit. 
The visitor center offers films and interactive displays on the 

creation of the dunes. There are ranger lectures and events for chil-
dren. For more information visit www.nps.gov/grsa/index.htm.

The Great Sand Dunes National Park is an unforgettable wonder not to be missed! 
While in the San Luis Valley, a trip to the Sand Dunes is a must. 

http://www.nps.gov/grsa/index.htm
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Haidakhandi 
Universal 

Ashram & 
Maha Lakshmi 

Shop
All are welcome to The 

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram and 
Maha Lakshmi Shop. We have daily 

chanting in the temple at 6pm and 7am (fol-
lowed by a small fire ceremony at 8am).  We also 

have large full and new moon fire ceremonies at 10am followed 
by a meal. The shop is open everyday from 9am until 5pm.  The 

big celebration this summer will be the 30th birthday of our Divine 
Mother with festivities July 20 and 21. There will also be work-

shops and programs July 17-19. Contact the Ashram at 719-256-
4108 or through the website at www.babajiashram.org for more 

information. We look forward to meeting you.

Crestone Artisans 
Gallery—take an 
adventure
Take an adventure to the region’s 
most beautiful art gallery in the heart 
of the strange and wonderful world of 
Crestone, CO. The Crestone Artisans 
Gallery has 
been called 
“The fin-
est artist-
owned and 
-operated 
art gal-
lery in the 
State of 
Colorado.” 
It is home 
to some of 
the region’s 
best paint-
ers, pho-
tographers, 
sculptors, 
weavers, 
potters and 
wood and metal workers. It has over seven 
masterful jewelry makers who work in silver, 
semi-precious stones, deer and elk antlers, 
feathers and precious beads. The gallery is 
nestled in a dream-like forest of tall majestic 
Cottonwood trees and yet is within walking 
distance to Crestone’s best eating establish-
ments and within short drives to Crestone’s 
iconic spiritual centers. Full-color maps of all 
the highlights here are available free at the gal-
lery. So take an awesome adventure and bring 
home a memento from the Crestone Artisans 
Gallery!

Horseback riding  
at the Baca Grande Stables

Come visit the Baca Grande Stables. See the area on 
horseback or ride in our arena—Western and English riders 
of all ability levels are welcome. Our Summer Children’s 
Riding Program for kids aged 6-15 is comprised of a 
week of fun lessons. Call or email us to schedule a trail 
ride or lesson, or to arrange an overnight stay for your 
horse: 719-256-6200, info@bacagrandestables.com, www.

bacagrandestables.com.

Food for your journey from  
The Crestone Mercantile

The Crestone Mercantile can meet all of your summer needs!  From 
grass-fed steaks from our own butcher shop, to gluten-free bread—we 
have a fully stocked grocery.  The hardware store has an incredible selec-
tion, from lumber and tools to coffee pots, you can find what you’re look-
ing for.  Bob’s provides country breakfasts and lunches at their best.  At 
the end of hiking or biking, you can wash your clothes in the laundromat.  
Stop by and pick up a local map and enjoy the old-fashioned hospitality 
of small town businesses.

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, 

prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs, 
malas, books, purses, statues, 
clothes, punjabi suits, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Store Hours: 9am - 5pm
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Thank you to all who 
supported the Ashram 

On-Line Auction! 
It was a big success!

We love to offer 10% off 
on all non-sale items to 
our Eagle customers. 
Please mention it at 

checkout. We still have 
plenty of silk fabric and 
50% off Indian clothes. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@bacagrandestables.com
http://www.bacagrandestables.com
http://www.bacagrandestables.com
mailto:shop@Babajiashram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
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Get creative at encaustic 
painting workshops

Stephen Futral aka Ish has been making art since grade school. 
He’s attended the Betzalel School of Art & Design in Jerusalem, Israel, 
the Art Students League NYC, the New School NYC, Cooper Union NYC 
and Hunter College NYC. He’s shown his art in Beirut, Lebanon, Achill 
Island, Ireland, France and throughout Canada and the USA.  Come 
enjoy his various experiences expressed through art at his studio.   
Call for appointments:  
720-366-4488.

Cool down 
with ice cream 

at Mandala 
Pizza

Hand-dipped Boulder 
ice cream is now being 
served at Mandala Pizza.  
All-natural flavors are 
available, which may 
include vanilla, straw-
berry, chocolate, mint 
chocolate chip, non-
dairy raspberry sorbet, 
butter pecan, espresso 
chocolate chip and sea 

salt caramel.
The grand opening 

ice cream event on May 11 
was a sensation which coor-

dinated with the kickoff to 
the Farmer’s Market. The smiles 

were conta-
gious with 
children and 
adults walk-
ing around the 
market with 
their cones. 
Quench your 
summer crav-
ings and swing 
by to grab 
an ice cream 
and pizza dur-
ing business 
hours, Fri-Sat 
12-9 and Sun-
Thurs 3:30-
8:30; closed 
Wednesdays.

BOARDING ~ LESSONS ~ TRAIL RIDES ~ LEASING

(719) 256-6200

Scheduling is open to work around your timing, 
individual/group classes, 2 hrs / $50 includes 
materials, 117 Skyway Way (close to town) 

COME PLAY WITH YOUR
 RIGHT BRAIN

Meet and engage your CREATIVE side 
with two workshops

JAPANESE STYLE BRUSHSTROKE
(sumi ink and rice paper)
ENCAUSTIC PAINTING
(bee’s wax and pigment)

Now Serving  All Natural, Boulder Brand, Hand Dipped Ice Cream

NY
Style

Pizza,
 Ice Cream,

Calzones &  More

June Hours
Tue-Thu
3:30-8:30
Fri & Sat

12:00-9:00
Closed Wed.
We Deliver

Crestone  
Historical Museum  
& welcome center

by Jim McCalpin
The Crestone Historical Museum & Welcome Center is located 

2 blocks north of downtown on Cottonwood Street (the old Crestone 
Schoolhouse), half a block north of the bridge over North 
Crestone Creek. The Museum has no admission fee and is 
open from Memorial Day weekend through October (Sat. and 
Sun., 10am-4pm; Tues.-Fri., 1-4pm). Museum staff can answer 
any questions you might have, ranging from historical (the min-
ing days and the Baca Ranch) to modern (for example, how 
to get to the trailheads or spiritual centers). On our Free Table 
we stock maps and brochures of the Crestone-Baca area and 
hikes/tours of the nearby mountains; of other attractions in the 
San Luis Valley (Great Sand Dunes National Park; Sangre de 
Cristo Heritage Area; Baca National Wildlife Refuge); and of 
the whole state (Colorado Official Visitor Guide, State Highway 
Map). Our gift shop sells books on local history, trail maps, and 
souvenirs. 

Museum displays are designed to illuminate everyday 
activities of the past, with an educational twist for young and 
old alike (we are in an old schoolhouse, after all). See how 
school was taught in a one-room school of the 1880s. Learn 
how to drill dynamite holes in granite like the old-time gold 
miners, or pan for gold at the creek. Find your birth year on our 
sanded tree-ring slab and see whether it was a wet year (fat 
rings) or a drought year (thin rings) in Crestone. On Sunday, 
help us bake our weekly cookies on the 100-year-old cast iron 
woodstove. Or just enjoy our sitting area of chairs and sofas, relax, read a 
local history book, look at a map, plan your day… and have some free cof-
fee. The Museum also runs a Summer Lecture Series (selected Saturdays, 
7pm), field trips (selected Sundays, 9am-1pm), and has Town Walking Tour 
brochures.

Crestone

Lodge members of Crestone in the late 1800s, looking west from the south end 
of the schoolhouse. Note tents in background. Cabin at center is still occupied.
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Baca Wildlife Refuge summer 
tours & talks
continued from page C-1

The first of our 
Baca Refuge Sum-
mer Tour/Talk Series 
will take place during 
the month of June.  
Changes for the 
2019 Series include 
a change in time.  The 

2019 Sum-
mer talks/tours 
will be taking 
place during evening 
hours (beginning at 5pm) 
rather than during the work day hour of 9am. We’re hoping this will allow 
more people to participate. In addition, we’re also bringing in more out-
side expertise and incorporating more talks/presentations. 

Although not completely solidified, the Summer Series is quite di-
verse and will include: night sky presentations/viewing; native bees and 
pollinators presentation and identification; National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem History and Evolution Presentation, as well as a Baca Refuge and 
Surrounding Area Geology Tour by our very own and well-respected Dr. 
Jim McCalpin. In addition, the always-popular Baca Refuge/Ranch His-
tory tour featuring local favorite Bob Bunker will be on the calendar for 
later in the summer.  

A full list of available Tours/
Talks will be advertised in The Cre-
stone Eagle’s July issue as well 
as on the Baca Refuge’s website 
at https://www.fws.gov/refuge/
baca.

Following are the Tours/Talks 
slated for the month of June:

Thursday, June 13 
(5:00pm) History and Evolu-

tion of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System; Robert Streeter, former 
Chief of the National Wildlife Ref-
uge System

Thursday, June 28  
(5:00pm) Geology of the Baca 

Refuge and Surrounding Area; Dr. 
James McCalpin, Founder/Presi-
dent GEO-HAZ Consulting, Inc.

Elephant Cloud Market  
& Cloud Station  
music venue & café 

The Elephant Cloud Market, at 300 S. Cottonwood St., is a health 
food and specialty grocery store. The Cloud Station is located next to the 

Elephant Cloud Market and serves coffee, tea, breakfast and lunch by day, and 
schedules amazing world music by night. On June 8 Bilumnescent is bringing 

out his master work that will help change the world. Kentucky-based artist 
Drew Wood is Bioluminescent, and his tracks are quite intriguing, with plenty of 

catchy hooks and sonic surprises.  On June 15, look out for Colorado female 
singer-songwriter Gabrielle Louis, a nationally touring troubadour noted for her 
poignant lyrics and lush voice. Check out her Ted Talk,"Breath of Experience”. 

You won’t want to miss June 29’s performance by Still House Junkies with 
delicious, delirious original roots music from the hills of Durango, CO.

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
& the Cloud Station Cafe and Venue 
 

200 Cottonwood St, Crestone, CO 81131 
719-496-0966|Office@ElephantCloud.Cloud 

www.ElephantCloud.Cloud 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EXTENDED CAFE HOURS COMING SOON! 
 

CAFÉ HOURS: 
SAT-MON 7:30AM TO 3PM 
TUES-FRI   7:30AM TO 1PM 

 

STORE HOURS: 
DAILY  

8AM TO 8PM 
 

Did You Know? 

Our produce is delivered five or more times a week from multiple 
distributors to ensure your produce is fresh, affordable and diverse. 

We only supply organically grown produce. Why? Organic produce 
contains less toxic fungicides, herbicides, and insecticides that are 
widely used in conventional agriculture, residues which remain on 
(and in) the food we eat. Organic foods may have higher nutritional 
value than conventional food, according to some research. The 
reason: In the absence of pesticides and fertilizers, plants boost their 
production of the phytochemicals (vitamins and antioxidants) that 
strengthen their resistance to bugs and weeds. Organic also means 
not genetically modified in labs (no GMOs!). 

Bulk case ordering from our produce distributors and UNFI continues 
to be available at our signature low 8% mark up. 

 
 

& the Cloud Station Cafe and Venue

200 Cottonwood St, Crestone, CO  •  719.496.0966 
office@elephantcloud.cloud  •  www.elephantcloud.cloud

Store Hours: 
Daily 8am to 8pm

Cafe Hours: 
Fri-Mon 7:30am-3pm

Tue-Thur 7:30am-1:30pm

Cloud Station Lineup:
June 8th:Biolumenescent 

June 15th: Gabrielle Louise
June 29th: Still House Junkies                  

Check Facebook for more!

Crestone

Stock up on art supplies  
at Present & Creative

“PRESENT AND CREATIVE” is an ART SUPPLY STORE 
that is located in the Casa del Sol, suite D.  It is the brainchild 
of Hester Triplett and Paula Hudson.  Hester saw a need for 
readily available, low cost art supplies especially for children 
as well as art supplies and art experiences for adults. Also, 
there was no place in Crestone that had a variety of creative 
presents for kids. They found that they could get wholesale 
prices and free shipping which would allow them to sell 
supplies at costs well below retail.  Initially the supplies will 
include those for painting-watercolor, oils, acrylics, pastels, 
clay, manga cartooning, face painting, drawing pens and 
more. 

 Beyond supplying the tools for artistic work, Hester and 
Paula wanted to supply a venue for free summer art classes 
for both children and adults. Several local artists have already 
volunteered their time to teach painting, weaving, drawing 
and pottery. Stay tuned into the Eagle and Facebook for fur-
ther information about times and dates.

  Hester and Paula also want to link their shop to the 
Crestone Artisans Gallery, the Crestone Artists and the 
Crestone Creative District in joint art projects for the com-
munity. As Hester said “I have always been supported by our 
very caring community.  Now it is time to give back.”

Stop and smell 
the flowers—but 
don't pick them!

It is illegal to pick wild-
flowers in Colorado state 
parks because it can damage 
the ecosystem. Some species 
are so rare they are protected 
by the state, while others are 
actually invasive weeds. Be-
fore hopping on a trail, pick up 
a field guide or bloom list from 
park staff.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/
http://www.ElephantCloud.Cloud
mailto:office@elephantcloud.cloud
http://www.elephantcloud.cloud
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Visit the UFO Watchtower
The beginning . . .  

Have you ever wondered 
what a real UFO looks 
like? Have you ever won-
dered if there is life on oth-
er planets? Judy Messo-
line of Hooper, Colorado, 
has wondered the same 
thing.  Judy’s favorite TV 
shows were “Sightings” 
& “X~Files.” After watch-
ing show after show, she 
realized she was hearing 
things like “Great Sand 
Dunes” & “San Luis Val-
ley” on many episodes of 
these programs. With this 

in mind, Judy had an idea! She has created the first (that we 
are aware of) UFO Watch-
Tower®.  

The UFO Watch-
tower is an educational 
facility which provides 
insight to the UFO phe-
nomena. Many UFOs 
have been seen, spot-
ted from the tower’s 
observation deck. It is 
said two energy vorti-
ces draw UFOs to our 
area! You can peruse a 
gift shop full of books 

on the subject, and shop for out-
of-this-world souvenirs. 

Just 3 miles north of Hooper 
on Highway 17. Admission is $2/
person or $5/car. Primitive camp-
ing is available for $15 per night. 
Reservations for camping are sug-
gested. Call 719-378-2296 or log 
on to ufowatchtower.com for full 
details.

Ride with Granite 
Mountain Outfitters 

Granite Mountain Outfitters is committed to 
offering an excellent riding experience throughout the 
late spring, summer and fall seasons. They specialize in 
western outdoor and ranch fun for everyone, from begin-
ner to experienced riders. Small group sizes ensure that 
guests receive the personal attention they deserve to 

have in a truly interactive horseback experience.
Choose from one-hour or two-hour, up to half-day 

or full-day (with lunch) horseback rides. Private rides are 
available also. Granite Mountain Outfitters also offers 
overnight accommodations in their Dorsey Creek Cabin. 
The cabin is 
perfect for 4 
people, but will 
accommodate 
six. Granite 
M o u n t a i n 
Outfitters has 
over 20 years 
e x p e r i e n c e 
in the outfit-
ting business. 
Contact them 
today: www.
grani temoun-
tainoutf i tters.
com, 719-221-
3479 or 719-

530-0480.

Grounds admission 
$2 per person or $5 per car

LOCATED ON HWY 17, 
2 1/2 MILES N. OF HOOPER, CO.

 www.granitemountainoutfitters.com
Reservations Required

(719) 530-0480 / (719)221-3479
info@granitemountainoutfitters.com

Peter and the Starcatcher
A play by Rick Elice

Music by Wayne Barker
Based on the novel by

Dave berry and Ridley Prearson
May 31 - August 25

June 14 - August 8

June 28 - August 24

July 26 - September 14

August 16 - September 13

June 1 - September 6

July 11, 12, & 13

May 31 - September 14  /  Our 54th season 

Ripcord
by David Lindsay-Abaire

Little Shop of Horrors
Book and Lyrics by Howard Ashman

Music by Alan Menken
Based on the �lm by Ro�er Corman

Screenplay by Charles Griffith

Pride and Prejudice
by Kate Hamill

Based on the novel by Jane Austen

Hazardous Materials
by Beth Kander

Boomtown
Explosive Improv Comedy

�e KID Show� Derring-Do
Written by Diana Grisanti

Directed by Brittni Shambaugh Addison

719/658-2540          your theatre, always        creederep.org

San Luis 
Valley

Hutchinson Homestead & 
Learning Center tours and 
Summer Saturdays 

Summer Saturdays at this unique 150-year-old historic homestead 
run from 10am to 4pm in June, July, and August. Explore the visitor 
center, site, and family-friendly hands-on activities from 10am to 4pm; 
join a guided tour at 11am or 1pm, and stay for live music and pie from 
2 to 4pm. Group tours can also be scheduled by appointment during the 
rest of the week. The Hutchinson Homestead & Learning Center is lo-
cated at 8913 W. Hwy. 50, between Salida and Poncha Springs. We look 
forward to sharing the Hutchinson Homestead’s interpretive displays, 
historic buildings and ranch history with you!

Hutchinson Homestead & Learning Center  
Volunteer Opportunities 

Volunteers play a significant role in providing engaging homestead 
experiences for youth, families, area visitors, and our local community 
and caring for this unique property. Volunteer tour guides are provided 
training and tour scripts early in the season and then sign up for Sat-
urdays throughout the summer. Education program volunteers support 
Guidestone’s Farmhands Instructors, assisting with program prep and/
or facilitation. All hands on deck for community events! Volunteer roles 
during events can include set up and clean up; welcome, wayfinding, 
and site information for guests; parking; hands-on activities for children; 
and tour guiding. Volunteers to help with grounds maintenance are also 
always needed. Please join us! 

To learn more about programs and opportunities at the Hutchinson 
Homestead, please visit www.HutchinsonHomestead.org, call 719-239-
0955 or email info@hutchinsonhomestead.org.

http://www.granitemoun-tainoutfitters.com
http://www.granitemoun-tainoutfitters.com
http://www.granitemoun-tainoutfitters.com
http://www.granitemountainoutfitters.com
mailto:info@granitemountainoutfitters.com
http://www.HutchinsonHomestead.org
mailto:info@hutchinsonhomestead.org
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Amicas: 
pizza & 

drinks after 
the fun

After a perfect day, 
whether rafting, fishing, ziplin-
ing, shopping, biking, hiking 
or just enjoying the  Salida 
vibe, Amicas is a must for 
dining. We have been part 
of the Salida experience for 
more than 17 years, featuring 

wood-fired oven pizzas and 
absolutely the freshest salads 

and sandwiches. We support a 
variety of local producers, are a 

scratch kitchen ( we make all of 
our sauces, dressings, desserts in 

house). We are proudly showcasing 
brews from Soul Craft Brewery, former 

Amicas brewers who have gone out on 
their own and are thriving. We are still going 
strong and always evolving, truly a  local 
establishment.

The 5th Annual  
Salida Arts Festival

June 30, 10am-6pm; July 1, 11am-5pm
Centennial Park, next to the Salida Hot Springs Pool, 410 West 

Rainbow Blvd. (Hwy 50), Salida, CO
The Salida Arts Festival is a small, boutique-style, high quality show held 

in Salida, Colorado, a town recognized for its art and artists. Many have called 
this “The Best Art Event” in the valley. The show location is a beautiful park adja-
cent to the Salida Aquatic Center and on the major highway through town. The 
green of the large evergreens is restful and inviting and has proved to be a great out-
door venue. Our relaxed atmosphere by no means belies the quality of the artwork.

This is a juried show displaying some amazing work by some amazing talent. 
There are artists from many mediums, including sculpture, jewelry, paintings, photography, 
mixed media, wood, fiber and more. Saturday afternoon features “Wanderlust Road”, a soulful duo 
with beautiful harmonies. Sunday afternoon “Red Tischer” plays his own version of Flamenco Chill. 
We will have a couple of great food venders, to keep you on your feet while you make 
your art decisions. Learn more at www.salidaartsfestival.com. 

Come to Salida! This is a great time to be in the valley, surrounded by 14,000-
foot peaks, buy some art, have lunch, a great way to spend a day or a whole week-
end. Then, check out historic downtown Salida starting with our own Gallery150. 

Salida Greenhouse
Plants are fun!  Salida Greenhouse is a wholesale retail plant nursery. 

Established in 1885, it is the oldest greenhouse in the State of Colorado. Salida 
Greenhouse is a totally non-GMO greenhouse with labeling.We also use benefi-

cial insects which allows us not to spray any pesticides on our plants.  Since your 
health and ours is important, be assured that your fruit and vegetable plants are 

free of pesticides. It’s not uncommon to see Ladybugs, Praying Mantis, and differ-
ent types of beneficial insects on our plants as you shop.
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HAPPY HOUR 

3:30 - 5:30

Salida Greenhouse
Est. 1895 

· Non-GMO with
labeling

· Organic Soils &
Fertilizers

· Benefi cial Insect Use
· Garden Art &

Sculptures

· Perennials
· Annuals
· Shrubs & Trees
· Vegetable Starts
· Hanging Baskets
· Color Bowls
· Deck Planters
· Lawn Care

1025 D Street, Salida  •  539-4433
salidagreenhouse.com
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1025 D Street, Salida  •  539-4433
salidagreenhouse.comFollow us on Facebook @ Salida Greenhouse Inc. 

or www.salidagreenhouse.com

Salida

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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