
Saguache County imposes moratorium 
on commercial marijuana operations

by Lisa Cyriacks
After months of discussion, 

Saguache County Commission-
ers approved a 120-day temporary 
emergency moratorium on the ap-
proval of new commercial opera-
tions for the cultivation of medi-
cal and recreational marijuana 
applications until the current 
regulations governing how the ap-
plications are processed can be re-
viewed.

The moratorium took effect 
February 15, 2018.

The decision to impose a mora-
torium reflects the accumulation of 
comments from residents through-
out the county over the course of 
several meetings—comments both 
for and against a moratorium.

Residents, in public com-
ments, identified issues ranging 
from water theft, light and noise 
pollution, diesel generator fumes 

and noise, increased traffic, inade-
quate sanitation on many sites and 
health concerns related to chemical 
contamination.

As a secondary issue, many 
parents and teachers identified 
concerns about students in county 
schools becoming desensitized to 
marijuana due to its prevailing 
presence and availability. Travis 
Garoutte, Superintendent at 

Crestone, Colorado   Volume 29, Number 3   March, 2018      $2

PRESORT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
CRESTONE, CO

PERMIT #8
81131

Change Service
Requested

continued on page 9

Sample Caption here. photo credit here
 To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

Inside:
Gigabit broadband in SLV ����� 4

San Luis Valley travel ���������� 21 

The Washington Beat
   quarterly report �������������26-27

Who We Are: Keno ������������ B-4

The rise of human civilization
   by Lee Temple �����������������B-6

Kidz Page �������������������������B-16

Classifieds �������������������B-18-19

29 years serving the Northern San Luis Valley

Monte Vista Crane Festival happens March 9-11 
The Sandhill Cranes have ar-

rived at the Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge in Colorado’s sce-
nic San Luis Valley. To celebrate 
the cranes’ return, the 35th annual 
Monte Vista Crane Festival will be 
held March 9-11. 

It’s the oldest birding festival 
in Colorado and one of the oldest in 
the nation.  It features tours, lec-
tures, films, craft fairs and many 
festivities celebrating the cranes.

By the second week of March, 
some 20,000 Sandhill Cranes will 

have congregated in the valley, with 
a majority of them around the wild-
life refuge. The Sandhill Crane mi-
gration through the valley is a wild-
life ritual that has been occurring 
for thousands of years, perhaps even 
longer. A 3,000-year-old petroglyph 
discovered on the valley’s west side 
depicts what appears to be a crane. 
In Florida, a 2.5 million-year-old 
Sandhill Crane fossil was discov-
ered. And in Nebraska, a 10 million-
year-old fossil of a closely-related 
crane species was unearthed.

The cranes congregate in the 
refuge partly because the San Luis 
Valley is along their migratory route 
from their wintering grounds in 
New Mexico to nesting grounds fur-
ther north.  It’s also because the ref-
uge staff works hard throughout the 
year to maintain healthy wetlands 
and to plant barley fields. Just be-
fore the crane fest, they mow large 
swaths of the barley fields close to 
public viewing areas, drawing birds 
in to feast on the fallen grain and 

continued on page 12

Dancing Cranes by Dave Jones.  The 35th annual Monte Vista Crane Festival happens March 9-11. This is a wonderful event celebrating the return of the Sandhill Cranes—a sure 
sign of spring in the San Luis Valley.  See story this page.               To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com 

Hand-crafted pre-colonization turquoise 
beads.  See our feature article about 
the Villa Grove and southwest 
turquoise mines on page B-1

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Teaming up for kids: 
Thank you to our 
sponsors

Dear Editor,
Crestone Performances is 

teaming up with local sponsors and 
individuals to keep cultural and 
educational performances flow-
ing into the schools through our 
Youth Enrichment Program (YEP). 
We are making a new approach to 
businesses and individuals that 
value and will contribute to supple-
menting educational opprotunities 
for youth. Every month, The Cre-
stone Eagle will feature repeating 
established contributors that have 
chosen to continue with us regard-
less of the festival. It will tell you 
who’s new and what they all do. 
The following  are heroes:

First and foremost is Sa-
guache County and the bi-annual 
Sales Tax Grants. These grants 
have paid for most school presenta-
tions in Saguache County over the 
last 16 years.  We have produced 
204 total shows to date with 122 of 
them in Saguache County schools. 
The Saguache County Sales Tax 
grants have contributed over 
$50,000 towards these shows in 
Center, Saguache, Moffat and Cre-
stone. This represents the single 
largest total contribution we have 
received. The cost of producing 
shows are numerous and average 
$500 apiece and include: perfor-
mance fees, logistics, booking, con-
tracts, sound, production, lodging, 
gas and food. Thank you Saguache 
County. 

The Crestone Eagle would 
come next and has contributed 
free advertising to CPI for the last 
19 years. Kizzen Laki was a found-
ing member of the Crestone Music 
Festival, has been on the CPI board 
and is an invaluable resource of 
wisdom and humor. Next is Valley 
View Hot Springs at Orient Land 
Trust. Executive Director Doug 
Bishop was a teacher in Center 
schools and saw first hand the ef-
fect on students our programs had. 
He said, “It doesn’t matter to us if 
you are having a festival as long as 
you keep doing the school shows.” 
Joyful Journey Hot Springs had 
the same sentiment and owner 
Elaine Bleumenhien has also been 
one of our largest single individu-
al donors through the years. She 
annually competes with Hanna 
Strong and Denise Paine for that 
title. Thank you ladies. 

Next to get on the education 
band wagon was Amicas Restau-
rant in Salida. Owner Michael 
McGovern has a small pile of kids 
himself and specifically sponsored 
the Shumei Taiko Drummers at 
Salida High School this last fall. 
Amicas will be sponsoring the 
Taiko drummers at Salida elemen-
tary along with our next sponsor, 
First Street Flooring. Owners 
Aaron and Pip Conrad have been 
involved with us for over a dec-

ade. Aaron was our president for 
an eternity and was responsible 
for jumping through all the hoops 
to get our own liquor and raffle li-
censes. He brought in Ska Brew-
ery, Mohitos and the wineries from 
Canyon city and Salida. He totally 
floored us. Thanks go out to Vivia 
Lawson and Sangre de Cristo Real 
Estate for blindly supporting us 
un-asked. The check just showed-
up unexpectantly and I cried . . . 
for a little bit. 

That’s it for now with more to 
come! Please patronize these busi-
nesses and mention your apprecia-
tion of their contribution.    

Tom Dessain, Crestone Per-
formances

Curry announces 
for Assessor

Dear Editor,
I would like to take the time 

to introduce myself and announce 
that I will be running for Saguache 
County Assessor.  My name is Rhi-
annon Curry and I have been in the 
San Luis Valley for two and a half 
years now.  prior to coming to the 
valley, i worked in the lending in-
dustry for mortgage companies and 
title companies.  During my time 
in Lending, I worked with multiple 
county assessor offices for mil levy 
and assessments as well as senior 
and military tax exemptions, for 
real estate transactions. 

After moving to the valley, I 
started with the Saguache County 
Treasurer’s office, where I had the 
opportunity to familiarize myself 
with Saguache County citizens, 
in taking tax payments, notariz-
ing documents, and processing 
redemptions and other required 
paperwork.  I also worked hand in 
hand with the Saguache County 
Assessor’s office, as a Treasurer’s 
clerk doing things such as address 
changes, and comparing informa-
tion in assisting customers.  

For the last year and a half, 
I have been working as an Office 
Manager for the Saguache County 
Road and Bridge department, and 
doing the meeting minutes for the 
Saguache County Board of Coun-
ty Commissioners.  In my role at 
Road and Bridge, I have become 
more familiar with the vastness of 
Saguache County, road and access 
requirements, and budgetary pro-
cedures for the County.  In taking 
minutes for the Board of County 
Commissioners, I have familiar-
ized myself with the government 
process, and have been able to 
keep abreast of changes within the 
County, as well as the expectations 
for the County offices.

I am running for Saguache 
County Assessor as I feel there 
are vast improvements to be made 
in that office, such as document-
ing and recording all assessments 
throughout the county.  It is time 
that Saguache County citizens 
stop complaining about the prob-
lems, and start becoming part of 
the solution.  It is because of this 
and my background, strong work 
ethic, and desire to initiate positive 
change that I am confident I am 
the right choice for the position of 
Saguache County Assessor.  I have 
also asked and confirmed with the 
Secretary of State, as well as the 
County Attorney Ben Gibbons, 
that my currently being a County 

employee does not violate, in any 
way, the Hatch Act.  I intend on 
showing the citizens of Saguache 
County what a strong, intelligent, 
hardworking candidate looks like 
in running a positive campaign for 
the Saguache County Assessor’s 
elected office.

 Rhiannon Curry

Peterson announces 
run for re-election

Dear Saguache County citi-
zens,

I would like to announce that 
I’m running for a 2nd and final 
term as Saguache County Assessor. 
In 2015 I took over a flawed, under-
staffed and underfunded office. I 
knew I had to be creative and insti-
tuted major changes. The existing 
software system was antiquated, 
cumbersome and expensive. Our 
new state-of-the-art system will 
be paid off in 2 years and at that 
point will begin saving the County 
$45,000/yr. I have just contracted 
with a private vendor to use aerial 
photography to identify structures 
that have no building permit or 
have been omitted. We can now pri-
oritize our field work and get these 
properties into our database. We 
should have all major structures 
included by the end of August and 
the remainder by the end of the 
year. 

We have an ever-improving 
website now for easy public access 
to our information. A major effort 
of mine has been to maintain a 
courteous, friendly and knowledge-
able staff able to clarify a compli-
cated set of laws governing County 
assessment. 

I have so far taken nearly 150 
hours of classes provided by the 
Division of Property Taxation and 
will have my Ad Valorum Apprais-
er’s License by the end of the year. 

Prior experience in this job 
is absolutely essential. I worked 
for the Saguache County Asses-
sor’s office for 3 years prior to being 
elected and got to know every cor-
ner of Saguache County, also learn-
ing along the way the numerous 
aspects of the office. The Saguache 
County Assessor’s office is closely 
monitored by independent audi-
tors who have given us an excellent 
grade every year that I’ve been in 
office. 

I have a passion for this job 
and am proud of what my office has 
achieved. I ask for one more 4-year 
term to finish what I have started 
so that when I leave, we will have 
a state-of-the-art office, one of the 
best in rural Colorado.

Thank you for your considera-
tion,

Peter Peterson

Let’s go solar, 
Crestone /Baca!

Dear residents,
A great opportunity has been 

presented to our community.
The non-profit Solar Ener-

gy International (SEI), est. 1991 
and based in Paonia, CO (by their 
own admission the most respected 
education provider in the solar 
industry), is considering working 
with the Crestone Baca Resilien-
cy (CBR) Energy Action Group to 
bring affordable photovoltaics (so-
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Editor’s Notes
Keep a small town 
newspaper alive

Dear Readers, The Crestone 
Eagle has started a Go Fund Me 
Campaign called “Keep a small 
town newspaper alive”. We’re 
putting out the call for help.  We 
have GOT to rebuild our website. 
It is ancient, fragile and breaking 
daily. It has to be rebuilt from the 
ground up and there is no money 
in the Eagle budget to do so.   With 
a new website, we could post more 
current news, archival stores, put 
up the great features we’ve had 
like stories on the spiritual cen-
ters, outdoor recreation, wildlife, 
alternative building, tourism 
links, and heck, even videos! 

Media is moving more and 
more to online content. The Eagle 
website gets traffic from all over 
the world. It’s vital to have a web-
site. But before we can even work 
on new cool things, we have got to 
have it fixed. Right now you can’t 
even post a classified ad without 
jumping through hoops.   

We also have to continue 
to upgrade software—and then 
fix the fallout from doing so, and 
catch up on some bills. Your dona-
tions, large or small, are greatly 
appreciated and will be put to 
good use keeping the Eagle func-
tioning as your very own small 
town newspaper.

The Eagle is still working 
towards becoming a non-profit.  
Advertising helps pay most of 
our expenses, but to do what this 
community wants, to put out the 
in-depth reporting and features 
the Eagle is known for, means it 
needs to have additional stable 
revenue. If you wish to commit 
funding to that long-term goal, 
become a founding member of the 
non-profit, please contact me and 
I can send you information.

For our “Go Fund Me” cam-
paign please go to the The Cres-
tone Eagle Facebook page or go 
to www.gofundme.com/keep-a-
small-town-newspaper-alive.

With love and appreciation
—Kizzen
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Julie Ann Reinhart 
Sutherland

April 17, 1947-February 10, 2018
Julie Ann Reinhart 

Sutherland passed away Sat. 
Feb. 10, 2018, at home in the 
Baca Grande, Crestone, CO 
with friends and family sur-
rounding her.

She is survived by her 
husband, Alan; son Jeremiah 
(Talia), New Haven, CT; grand-
sons Tucker and Colin; sister, 
Carol, La Paz, BCS and brother 
Robert, Melbourne, FL. Her 
parents, Harold and Doris Re-
inhart, Baca Grande, and son, 
Charlie Leaf, preceded her in 
death.

Julie was born April 17, 
1947 in Ames, IA and gradu-
ated from Ames High School in 
1965. She graduated from the 
University of California, Berke-
ley in political science in 1972 
and married Al in 1975. Julie 
and Al have lived in the Baca 
for the last several years but 
raised their two sons in Lama, 
near Taos, NM.  They were fre-
quent visitors to Crestone over 
more than 30 years. She leaves 
many dear friends in both com-
munities.

Julie sang in the Crestone 
Community Choir, and later 
with the Songbirds. She was 
a recycled and fiber artist and 
painter, an herbalist and a pas-
sionate political and environ-
mental activist, including Tewa 
Women’s United.  She was an 
exceptional cook and caterer.  
She was kind and generous.

Above all else, Julie loved 
her family and friends and was 
a caregiver of both the earth 
and her neighbors and loved 
ones. 

Services were held at the 
Crestone Cemetery on Tuesday, 
February 13. Please make con-
tributions to Crestone End of 
Life Project, La Puente or Hos-
pice del Valle, Alamosa, CO, or 
the Crestone Youth Project.

You will be missed by so 
many because you were loved 
by so many. Bueno bye, Julie.

lar-generated electricity) to Cre-
stone/Baca homeowners and busi-
nesses. This would also involve 
working with local schools and 
installers to teach students about 
photovoltaic installation, provid-
ing participating installers with 
additional commerce and trained 
potential employees; and, through 
group buys, bringing down the 
price of photovoltaic equipment for 
home and business owners.

March is the time for con-
firming CBR’s partnership with 
SEI and planning the program. 
The following months and through 
the summer will be the time for 
putting those plans into action.

The CBR Energy Action 
Group, though dedicated, is small. 
We need more active members to 
make sure this enterprise is suc-
cessful. We all are trying to earn 
a living, tend to families, live 
our lives. Who has time for one 
more project? My feeling is that if 
enough people join us working to-
ward this worthwhile end, it will 
make a manageable bit of work for 
each of us. Together as a team we 
can make a huge change in our en-
ergy resiliency, and teach our chil-
dren useful skills while reducing 
our carbon footprint. Learn more 
about SEI at www.solarenergy.org.

Please come join us by email-
ing me at woodmandesign@fair-
point.net, say you want to be part 
of the SEI effort, and include your 
contact information. 

I look forward to working 
with you.

Sincerely yours,
Janet Woodman & 
the CBR Energy Action Group

Streaming  24/7 on  www.khen.org
Like us on Facebook or call us at 719-539-1069

24/7 Streaming and Podcasts on www.khen.org
Like us on Facebook or call us at 719-539-1069

Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
As is often the case in these parts the majority of bookings in 

the past month have been for domestic violence issues, violation of re-
straining orders, for example, and failure to appear charges. Domestic 
violence is often caused by economic stress and addiction, which are 
issues in Saguache County as in other poor, rural counties in the US. 
Going to jail on failure to appear charges seems very shortsighted. If 
the accused wants to stay out of jail or spend as little time there as pos-
sible, not to show up for court makes little sense.

A Center man, 33, was jailed with $50,000 bail the price of his 
freedom, on charges including second degree assault, harassment, 
criminal mischief, resisting arrest, violation of a restraining order, 
and second degree criminal trespass. A Center man, 39, was jailed on 
charges of resisting arrest and violation of a restraining order with no 
bail amount listed. A bail of $1000 was set for a Saguache man, 19, who 
went to jail for violation of a restraining order. A Center man, 36, was 
jailed for domestic violence with no bail listed. A Crestone man, 25, was 
booked for violation of a restraining order.

The list of folks with failure to appear charges landing them in jail 
includes a Crestone man, 36, who was held with no bail listed on two 
failure to appear charges. A Monte Vista man, 34, was jailed on failure 
to appear charges with no bail listed.  A bail amount of $1500 was set 
for a Leadville man, 55, jailed on failure to appear charges. A Center 
woman, 27, went to jail on failure to appear charges with her bail at 
$2500. 

A Crestone man, 78, was summoned to appear in county court for 
allegedly making unreasonable noise in a home on Camino del Oro. An 
Englewood man, 29, was caught speeding with fictitious plates on his 
vehicle and a driver’s license that was under restraint. He was in ad-
dition to the aforementioned charges given a criminal impersonation 
charge and jailed with no bail listed. A Center man, 20, went to jail on 
charges including operating an uninsured motor vehicle, speeding, lit-
tering, illegal procession of alcohol by a minor, driving while intoxicat-
ed, and driving with excessive alcohol content. No bail was set for him. 

A Crestone man, 61, was summoned to court in Alamosa for driv-
ing an unregistered vehicle with a revoked license. Another Crestone 
man, 45, will need to appear in Alamosa court for failure to stop at a 
stop sign. Quite a few failure to stop at stop sign citations were issued 
in Saguache County this past month along with the usual number of 
speeding tickets. Seems many drivers are in too big a hurry to stop or 
travel at a reasonable rate of speed. What’s the rush?

Body discovered west of Saguache
by Mary Lowers
On Sunday February 18 a hiker discovered the body of a woman in 

the area of County Rd 42 and County Rd Z west of Saguache. The Sa-
guache County Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO) and the Colorado Bureau of Inves-
tigation (CBI) are working together on this case. The woman was identified 
as Brandi Bishop, 37, of Saguache. The circumstances and cause of her 
death are still under investigation as we go to press. SCSO and CBI say 
indications are that this case has nothing to do with Khristal Resinger’s 
disappearance in July 2016.  If you have any information that can help 
with this case please call SCSO 655 2544. Check the online Eagle for fur-
ther developments.

Fatal auto accident 
near La Jara

by Mary Lowers
According to a press release 

from the Colorado State Patrol 
(CSP) a young Antonito woman 
died in a crash six miles north of 
La Jara on Hwy. 285. Jadyn Quin-
tana, 18, of Antonito was traveling 
in the southbound lane on Hwy. 
285 at 8:45pm when she drove 
into the opposite northbound lane, 
colliding head-on with a U-Haul 
truck. Keith Jones, 54, of Gren-
ville, NM was driving the truck 
pulling a trailer. Quintana’s Toy-
ota rotated counter-clockwise and 
left the road on the west side. The 
car came to rest on its wheels fac-
ing south. Alamosa Deputy Cornor 
Alejo pronounced Quintana dead 
at the scene. Jones and his sixty-
year-old passenger received minor 
injuries in the crash. 

The accident is under investi-
gation. It is not known if drugs or 
alcohol were factors in this crash. Open Monday thru Saturday

http://www.solarenergy.org
mailto:woodmandesign@fair-point.net
mailto:woodmandesign@fair-point.net
mailto:woodmandesign@fair-point.net
http://www.khen.org
http://www.khen.org
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Ciello & Colorado Central Telecom team up  
& expand gigabit broadband in SLV

Ciello and Colorado Central 
Telecom are proud to announce 
a new partnership that will dra-
matically expand state-of-the-
art broadband and phone service 
throughout the upper San Luis 
Valley.

The collaboration will pro-
vide faster internet service at low-
er cost to customers in Crestone, 
Moffat, Saguache, Center and sur-
rounding areas. 

“This is a powerful extension 
of Colorado Central Telecom’s mis-
sion to bridge the digital divide,” 
Colorado Central Telecom CEO 
Ralph Abrams said. “Our experi-
ence with fixed wireless, combined 
with Ciello’s fiber infrastructure, 
means faster speeds for our local 
communities.”

The partnership will leverage 
Ciello’s fiber network to improve 
the reliability and affordability of 

the upper San Luis Valley internet 
service. Fiber-to-the-home connec-
tions will be capable of providing 
gigabit service, while enhanced 
fixed wireless will offer speeds of 
up to 50Mbps. 

“Ciello is very pleased to have 
worked with Colorado Central Tel-
ecom in developing our collabora-
tive arrangement. This effort will 
bring significant value and im-
provements to San Luis Valley res-
idents today and into the future as 
Ciello and Colorado Central Tel-
ecom bring their knowledge and 
experience together.” said Loren 
Howard, CEO of San Luis Val-
ley REC and Ciello. “This is just 
the beginning of what we can do 
together for the benefit of all resi-
dents in this part of Colorado.”

In areas where fiber-to-the-
home is not immediately avail-
able, Colorado Central Telecom 

fixed wireless customers will be 
upgraded to Ciello equipment ca-
pable of delivering 50 Mbps—two 
times the fastest service currently 
available. 

“This is an amazing upgrade 
for Saguache County,” Abrams 
said. 

The first phase of the project 
is already underway, with work 
set to continue through 2019. Both 
Colorado Central Telecom and 
Ciello are contributing staff to the 
upgrades. 

Colorado Central Telecom 
customers will be moved to Ciello 
as they are transitioned to up-
graded service. Colorado Central 
Telecom and Ciello staff will con-
tact customers to coordinate last-
mile upgrades and transfer bill-

ing. Ciello customers will not be 
affected by the transition.

About Ciello
The valley’s premier fiber op-

tic broadband internet service pro-
vider, Ciello delivers what other 
broadband companies in our area 
simply cannot, reliable connections 
at cutting edge speeds. Our state-
of-the-art network will put connec-
tion at your fingertips. Our focus on 
innovation and progress will bring 
new opportunities to our communi-
ty. At Ciello, we’re not just offering 
broadband that unites us here at 
home, but to the world.

About Colorado Central 
Telecom

Colorado Central Telecom is 
bridging the digital divide through-
out the upper San Luis Valley, 
Chaffee County and Lake County. 
Our hybrid fiber/fixed wireless 
network connects 2,700 home, 
business and enterprise custom-
ers with fast, reliable broadband 
internet and VoIP phone service.  

High-Speed Broadband Internet and Telephone Service
719-852-3538   
www.ciello.com

Hello Neighbor! 

MAITRI MASSAGE
Awareness Based Massage Therapy

ANNE ROSS, LMT
INCORPORATING DEEP TISSUE, THERAPEUTIC & ACUPRESSURE TECHNIQUES

719-588-8727
anneross1@icloud.com

Local Discount - $20 off
Your First Massage

NEW GIRL ON THE BLO CK
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON

Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.ciello.com
mailto:anneross1@icloud.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
Lyn Zimmer Lambert is re-

tiring. As residents of Saguache 
County, we often hear from our 
County Commissioners, and some-
times from our other elected offi-
cials, such as County Clerk, Asses-
sor, and Treasurer, as they come up 
for election every four years. Rarely 
do we hear about the hard-working 
employees, such as Lyn, who often 
dedicate their entire life’s career to 
making the County run smoothly. 

Lyn has been behind the 
scenes for the County for 32 years, 
overseeing the financial interests of 
citizens and taxpayers while provid-
ing expert budget advice to Commis-
sioners and county departments. 
She started out for the County as 
a LEAP technician, then worked 
as the bookkeeper for the Depart-
ment of Social Services before be-
coming the County’s bookkeeper 
in 2000. Since 2005 she has been 
a Co-Administrator of the County 
with Wendi Maez. She has over-
seen the financial responsibilities 
for the County, including producing 
and monitoring the budgets, as well 
as Human Resources. Her friendly 
smile has welcomed those who have 
to tend to the tedious business of 
finance in her back corner of the 
Court House basement. 

After her retirement, Lyn 
hopes to do some serious relaxing 
before traveling to see family when 
spring comes. She is also looking 
forward to spending time in the 
mountains, doing some fishing and 
enjoying nature, which she has 
missed all these years while in the 
basement. Thanks Lyn.

Recycling on the block?
Bill Burch and Tina Miani, 

along with Christine Canaly, at-
tended the February 6 Commis-
sioner’s meeting to respond to con-
cerns about the condition of the 
recycling program at the landfill.  
Since Bill and Tina took on the re-
cycling in Crestone, and began col-
lecting recyclable items in down-
town Crestone and running a route 
to larger establishments, the quan-

tity of recyclables at the landfill 
has increased considerably. Re-

cycling has been happening at 
the landfill for several years, 
but on a fairly small scale, 

as no one has really had 
a strong interest in the 

program. Now it has 
expanded so much 
that Road and Bridge 
Supervisor, Randy 
Arredondo, feels that 

the amount of recyclables is out of 
control. 

For years, the fact that the 
County does not have a way to 
bale recyclables has been a limit-
ing factor in moving material to 
markets. All recyclables have to be 
baled first. Bill has been trying to 
bale materials with a baler he has 
rented on week-ends, but it is a 
long way to haul it and he can’t get 
it often. 

There are also issues with 
marketing the materials. Strangely 
enough, the U.S. has been sending 
most of the recyclables the country 
collects to China. Now China has 
decided not to take all the stuff that 
Americans recycle, and new markets 
have not yet been developed. Besides 
these issues, Bill said he is trying to 
do most of the work himself, and he 
is overwhelmed. However, he is try-
ing to consolidate everything and get 
it baled as quickly as possible. Both 
he and Tina said it would be helpful 
if there were a building they could 
work in, and Tina suggested that 
perhaps they could build a build-
ing with bales of recyclables, if they 
could get things baled.

Chris Canaly, Director of the 
San Luis Valley Ecosystem Coun-
cil, lent her support to the recycling 
program, as recycling has been 
identified as an important issue to 
the valley, and she asked several 
questions about the needs of the 
landfill and the cost-benefit to the 
County of keeping recyclable ma-
terial out of it. As the baler seems 
to be a limiting factor, she said she 
would try to help find grant fund-
ing from the Colorado Department 
of Health and Environment or the 
USDA to purchase a baler, which 
is expected to cost as much as 
$60,000. 

Given the interest in recy-
cling, Commissioners agreed to 
allow Bill Burch to continue us-
ing the landfill for the next three 
months and requested that he try 
to get help to move the clean-up 
along. Arredondo suggested that he 
try to get some Community Service 
Workers to assist in the project. 
Commissioners will visit the site 
at the landfill and will re-evaluate 
progress at the May 1 meeting. 
While on the landfill topic, Arre-
dondo asked the Commissioners 
to approve an increase in fees for 
tires, which are now being accepted 
again. Commissioners approved an 
increase as of March 1, 2018.

Support for Assessor
Assessor Peter Peterson has 

received an offer from Integrated 
Land Services, GIS/GPS Services’ 
Director, Pete Magee, who has de-
vised an aerial survey procedure 
that allows him to pinpoint struc-
tures from the air that might not be 
on the tax rolls. This would allow 
Peterson to then send an appraiser 
to the site to determine whether 
there is a taxable structure. Magee 
has worked with Alamosa County 
on mapping, as well as doing pre-

vious work for Saguache County, 
and it has been very helpful in get-
ting property on the tax rolls. Com-
missioners agreed to appropriate 
$1200 for 24 hours of work at $50/
hr. and asked that Magee provide 
them with a summary report in a 
format they can understand. 

DOLA requests
Department of Local Affairs 

representative Christy Doon met 
with Commissioners regarding 
their concerns and requests from 
DOLA. Commissioners had sever-
al topics on their minds, but chief 
among them is assistance in get-
ting a County Administrator. Com-
missioners have discussed the need 
for an administrative professional 
to provide oversight and work on 
capacity building for County pro-
jects for several years, but have not 
had the funding to hire someone. 
Doon said they would need to ap-
ply for a grant during an upcoming 
grant cycle, either in April or in 
August. A DOLA grant would only 
help with finances for three years, 
and the County would need to iden-
tify ways to support the position in 
the future. What salary could the 
County pay, and what would they 
hope to achieve with this position? 
What are the priorities for the 
County, and what roles and respon-
sibilities would this person have?

Other topics discussed with 
Doon were: 1) Reimbursement for 
enforcement of marijuana laws. 
There was discussion regarding 
State funding to help with enforce-
ment by local law officers. Commis-
sioners stressed the County’s need 
for a new jail. 2) Funding help to 
build an elevator in the Court House, 
and 3) more money for Section 8 
housing, especially in the Crestone/
Baca area, where there is currently 
no low-income public housing. Doon 
provided some recommendations for 
economic development grant possi-
bilities, but said Section 8 housing 
funds are very limited.  

Marijuana moratorium
After much discussion, Com-

missioners passed a moratorium on 
new marijuana applications begin-
ning on February 15, 2018. Resolu-
tion LU-18-2 reads, “Concerning 
the Imposition of an emergency 
temporary moratorium prohibiting 
the acceptance, processing, or ap-
proval of licenses and conditional 
use permits for medical marijuana 
establishment or retail marijuana 
establishment commercial facili-
ties within Saguache County, Colo-
rado.” The 120-day moratorium is 
set to expire on June 14, unless it 
is renewed by the Board of County 
Commissioners prior to that date. 
There was considerable discussion 
among the Commissioners about 
whether the moratorium should 
apply to those who had applied at 
the State, but not at the County, 
by the February 15 deadline. Co-
Administrator Wendi Maez said, “If 
they have submitted to the State 
and can show proof of payment to 
the State for recreation, or to the 
County for medical, by 11:59pm on 
February 14, they will be eligible 
to go through the application pro-
cess with the County.” At least four 
applicants were able to complete 
their process in time, as the Com-
missioners heard and approved 
their applications at the February 
20 meeting.

Over the course of the month’s 
meeting there were several discus-

sions regarding the public’s percep-
tion of marijuana, and how it is im-
pacting the county and its residents. 
While the county’s voters approved 
the legalization of marijuana by a 
fairly large margin, most residents 
probably had no idea of what legali-
zation might look like in reality. 

Commissioner Jason Ander-
son says that the issue has domi-
nated his term in office. According 
to this author’s observation, sever-
al themes have predominated. 

A lot of new folks have moved 
to the area because of the legaliza-
tion. Many need the medical help 
that it can provide, especially for 
seizures, pain from cancer and oth-
er chronic diseases, as well as ease 
of psychological conditions. Others 
see it as an economic opportunity. 
At the hearing before the Planning 
Commission on January 29, several 
people said they moved to the coun-
ty because they want to work in the 
growing marijuana industry, even 
though they may not personally use 
the substance. Each new legal grow-
ing facility will hire some people, 
many of them locals, to bring the 
crop to maturity and market. There 
are now 29 applications for com-
mercial grow operations that have 
been approved, but only 4 or 5 are 
actually producing. About $89,000 
in revenue from the excise tax that 
was passed in 2016 has been col-
lected and that is revenue that the 
County did not have before. 

On the flip side, the increased 
population that has arrived in the 
county has caused a lot of issues. 
Housing costs have gone up and 
there is a chronic shortage of af-
fordable housing, at least in the 
Crestone/Baca area. Many long-
time residents find the big grow 
operations to be a problem. Either 
the lighting, the noise, or the aro-
ma is bothersome to them. Many 
are concerned about the water use 
of this new agricultural crop. Most 
of all, they are concerned about the 
illegal grow operations that are 
not paying their excise taxes and 
may be causing health and social, 
as well as legal problems, for long-
time residents. 

Law enforcement is feel-
ing the pinch.

At the meeting on February 
20, Sheriff Dan Warwick arrived to 
make his report to Commissioners. 
He was clearly upset. Apparently, 
he had approved pay increases for 
his deputies, as they are working 
overtime and receiving salaries 
well below officers in other coun-
ties. However, while he discussed 
this with individuals, and said 
that the increases were within his 
budget, he apparently did not bring 
the increases to the Board for ap-
proval. Commissioners requested 
that he bring those salary proposals 
to them so they are aware of what 
he is doing, and can make a formal 
decision.

Saguache 
  County 
   News

Lyn Lambert is retiring after 32 years with 
the County. 

Studio 828

Tues * Thurs * Friday 10-3

Salon located on East side of 
Sangre De Cristo Inn

Studio 828

Tues * Thurs * Friday 10-3

Salon located on East side of 
Sangre De Cristo Inn

Call for appointment 682 553 5797call for appointment 682 553 5797* *
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by Allyson Ransom
February 12 Board of Trus-

tees meeting
The meeting began at 9:32am 

and adjourned at 4:58pm, and the 
Trustees passed the following mo-
tions:

• To amend the meeting agen-
da with the addition of item 16A - Ex-
ecutive Session

• To approve the Minutes of 
the Regular Board Meeting on Janu-
ary 8, 2018

• To approve the Minutes of 
the Special Board Meeting on Janu-
ary 26, 2018

• To adopt Resolution #003-
2018 for applying for the National 
Flood Insurance Program through 
FEMA.

• To adopt Resolution #004-
2018 to adopt the 2016 Saguache 
County Multi-Hazard Mitigation 
Plan 

•  To approve paying the bills 
and the financial report as presented 
by the Treasurer.

• To approve spending an ad-
ditional  $160 on shipping charges for 
a wood chipper for the Public Works 
Department

• To approve a refund of 15% 
of the water tap fee paid by Elaine 
Johnson for 159 W. Galena Ave.

• To apply for a one-month con-
tract with Colorado Central Telecom, 
for a $150 set up fee and one month of 
service for an emergency backup for 
the election judges on April 3, 2018, if 
The Crestone Eagle’s remote connec-
tion does not work as the first option  

• To rent the Town Hall up-
stairs apartment to Dee Rudoff for 
$800, including utilities and trash. 

• To offer the Foodbank the op-
tion to rent the greenhouse to grow 
food for $75 more per month.

• To move into an executive 
session at 1:38pm for the purpose of 
discussing negotiations as per CRS 
24-6-402(4) (c) and for legal advice as 
per CRS 24-6-402(4) (b).  

• To close the executive session 
at 2:17pm. 

• To approve a contract for Ken 
Charles, dba Red Tail Consulting, 
LLC. for $9500 working as the Cre-
stone grant administrator for Phase 
II of the PPNP- Downtown Develop-
ment Project. 

• To approve Architect Burt 
Wadman’s contract for $47,700 for 
creating the construction documents 
and performing construction observa-
tions for Phase II of the PPNP- Down-
town Development Project but sub-
ject to legal approval from Attorney 
Farish before the final signing

• To keep the old thrift store 
space at 111 S. Alder St. open for 
Town Board and administrative uses 
and to have Andrew Martinez of the 
Public Works Department remodel 
the space with help from a communi-
ty service worker and to confer with 
Terry Goergen, who has contracting 
experience. 

• To possibly make an offer 
to Nina Gonzales, once a contract is 
drawn up, to rent the south room of 
the Crestone Community Building 
as a sewing workshop for $475 per 
month and that she would be respon-
sible for electricity costs and buying 
her own firewood. 

• To adjourn the meeting at 
4:58pm.

Reports & discussions
Treasurer Gwynn Busby pre-

sented her detailed financial report 
and shared a new format for reporting 
on the status of all budget line items 
to the Board. Busby emphasized that 
she would be keeping a close watch on 
expenditures, especially during the 
Phase II downtown pedestrian pro-
ject. The Trustees discussed several 
items with the Treasurer including:

• Auditor fees, which would 
be approximately $5000 for 2018 in-
stead of $15,000 as spent in 2017

• Refunding a percentage of 
Elaine Johnson’s water tap fee

• Board approval necessary to 
apply for any grants except the an-
nual Conservation Trust Fund (CTF) 
grants that are non-matching 

• This year’s CTF grant funds 
will be earmarked for the Public 
Works Department to remodel the old 
Town Hall building on N. Alder St. as 
a workshop, tool storage, and location 
to work on town machinery.

Also discussed were the details 
about the CDBG  required match for 
Phase II of the Downtown Project, 
including the fact that donated labor 
could not be counted as an in-kind 
match. Trustee Laki stated that the 
Tree Board, being an advisory board, 
has no match money to give towards 
the project. Area resident Patrick 
Moore announced that he was raising 
$7000 to help with the match.

Mayor Kairina Danforth re-
ported on Colorado College’s fall 2018 
courses to be held at the Baca cam-
pus and completion of a trail loop 
southwest of the town limits near the 
USFS gate that will be open to hik-
ers, horses and bicycles. Signage will 
soon be installed and a family week-
end at the trail is planned for May 19, 
2018.

It was confirmed that the Mof-
fat bus stop rerouting proposal did 
not pass during a recent meeting in 
Moffat, which was crowded with resi-
dents from the Baca-Crestone area. 
The CDOT representative announced 
that the route would not be changed 
from Salida-Moffat-Alamosa. During 
her report, Mayor Danforth was also 
congratulated for being nominated 
as vice-chair to the San Luis Valley 
Council of Governments.

 Clerk Allyson Ransom re-
ported:

• The Town received a vacate 
notice from the renter above Town 
Hall. 

• The fee schedule needed to 
be reviewed and updated, and the 
Trustees asked for a work session on 
March 5 at 2pm.

• Beginning on March 5 with 
Trustees Kinney and Byer, Trustees 
are available to constituents and visi-
tors, hosted at the Cloud Station, 222 
S. Cottonwood St. on the first Mon-
day of each month from 10-noon.

• There was an alternate plan 
presented for a pet cemetery located 
within the existing fenced portion of 
the cemetery. 

• Pre-election work was in 
progress, including printing ballots, 
scheduling judges’ training, prepar-
ing a backup internet plan needed 
on election day,  and  mailing  state-
mandated TABOR (Tax Payer Bill of 
Rights) notices to town electorate by 
March 4, 2018 regarding the sales tax 
issue question on the ballot.

• A new Trustees training will 
be held in late April with a request 
for all Board members to attend. 

• The meeting with Christy 
Doon of the Colorado Department of 
Local Affairs (DOLA)went well for 
review of the Phase II Downtown 
Project funding in detail and itemiz-
ing the Town match, so DOLA could 
prepare the contract for signing.

It was confirmed that the grant 
would cover $600,000 in expenses, 
but the Town had to come up with its 
own $90,000 as a total match, from 
various sources, including many do-
nations already received through the 
efforts of Mayor Danforth.

• Details of various complaints 
were emailed and called in to Town 
Hall about loose dogs chasing people, 
household trash still being dumped in 
parks, thrift store closing, noise from 
possible wood cutting/firewood busi-
ness, and someone caught trying to 
steal a trailer from a property on E. 
Iron Ave.

Other news 
Bobby Woelz, the new Saguache 

County Emergency Coordinator, pre-
sented the Saguache County 2016 
Multi-hazard Mitigation Plan to 
the Board, stressing that fire was 
the greatest hazard for Crestone. 
He answered the Board’s questions 
and confirmed that beyond adopt-
ing the Plan, there was no obligation 
required from the Town. Mr. Woelz 
confirmed that he would contact the 
County Commissioners about meet-
ing fire safety needs of the town.

Adam Kinney reported on the 
increased number of active volun-
teers now participating at the volun-
teer fire department and their recent 
calls. Warren Stephen was praised for 
having been the primary volunteer 
responding to calls for several years. 
Their volunteers recently received 
three radios, and they had mechani-
cal problems with the tender truck 
during a call to help in Villa Grove.

Marge Hoglin spoke about using 
the thrift store space for another non-
profit organization. Marge stressed 
the social and economic benefits to 
keeping a thrift store open. David 
Lee from the Friends of the Library 
followed and requested use of the 
empty space to open another thrift 
store for library fundraising, and that 
the FOL were asking for a minimum 
six-month lease.

Nina Gonzales also requested 
use of the thrift store space for her 
sewing workshop and Sew Fair busi-
ness. She offered to pay $475.00 per 
month. Due to the lengthy discussion 
and to continue with the agenda, the 
Trustees announced that they would 
make a final decision on the space va-
cated by CYP by the end of the Board 
meeting.

Denise Peine presented a pro-
posal for a pet cemetery, Cielo Azul, 
and that it would be funded with do-
nations and situated in the far SW 
corner of the cemetery parcel north of 
town. She was asked to meet with An-
drew Martinez of the Crestone Public 
Works Department and if approved, 
an agreement would be drawn up by 
the Town’s attorney.

• Planning Commissioner 
Chair Terry Goergen reported on the 
meeting on February 5, where they 
discussed ADUs and heard a presen-
tation by Wonder Bob from the Cre-
stone Inn about the owners’ plan to 
develop a 20-unit addition and gift 
shop on the Silver Street side of the 
Crestone Inn. 

Correspondence
The Board received a report 

from Fedrica Solano with a summary 
and final financial report on behalf 
of the CYP board. Other correspond-

ence included noise complaints about 
barking dogs, a delivery truck left 
running at the Mercantile store, and 
ADA non-compliant businesses.

After a discussion of the letters 
and concerns, the Trustees directed 
the Clerk to respond to the corre-
spondents.

The Board stressed that deliv-
ery trucks unloading during daylight 
hours to local businesses in the com-
mercial district were not considered 
nuisances.

Other information
• Election 2018: Please contact 

the Saguache County Clerk’s Office 
at 655-2512 to verify that your cur-
rent physical address is correct as 
signature and address verifications 
are now required for ballots to be 
counted by the appointed judges.

• The Town of Crestone’s Reg-
ular Municipal Election will be held 
on Tuesday, April 3, 2018, to be con-
ducted via mail-out ballot. There will 
be four Trustee positions on the ballot 
and a referred measure asking for a 
sales tax increase of 1.2%. 

• Ballots will be mailed on 
March 12, and voters may return 
their completed and sealed ballots 
by mail or as walk-ins to the Town 
Hall office where there will be a se-
cure “Vote Here” ballot box. All bal-
lots must be received by the election 
official by 7pm on April 3, 2018 and 
postmarks do not count if a ballot is 
received past this time and date.

• Attention:  The Town cannot 
accept ballots in the water payment 
drop box, shoved under the office door 
or handed to staff to carry back to 
Town Hall.

• Free brush pick-up for town 
residents takes place the first Mon-
day of each month. Call Town Hall 
to schedule a pick up and leave your 
weeds and brush piles next to the 
road.

• For disposal of trash, old ap-
pliances, batteries, lumber scraps or 
recyclables, contact the Saguache 
County Landfill and Recycling center 
at 719-221-1956. 

• Town Hall office hours are 
Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm.

• Trustees are available to 
speak with constituents every first 
Monday of the month at the Cloud 
Station from 10am-noon during their 
new “Hear to Listen” sessions

•  Regular Board meetings are 
held on the second Monday of each 
month at 9:30am in the Town Hall 
Meeting Room at 108 W. Galena Ave. 
Contact the Town Clerk at least one 
week in advance to be placed on the 
agenda. Presentations are limited to 
ten minutes.

• Planning Commission meet-
ings are held in the Town Hall Meet-
ing Room the first Monday of each 
month at 5pm.

• Agendas and public notices 
are posted in the following public 
locations: the locked bulletin boards 
outside of Town Hall and in the US 
Post Office lobby, the Town of Cre-
stone website, townofcrestone.org.
and The Crestone Eagle’s online cal-
endar. 

• If you would like to receive 
agendas and approved minutes, 
please join our listserv by contacting 
Melinda at Town Hall, 719-256-4313, 
with your name and email address.

• A Certified Notary Public is 
available during regular office hours 
and the cost is $5 for each signature 
being verified and notarized as per 
Colorado Secretary of State Guide-
lines. A current and valid photo ID 
with a legible signature must be pre-
sented. Please have all documents 
organized prior to arrival as there is 
limited counter space.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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POA Board considers filling vacated  
director seat, pro shop fix up

by John Rowe
February’s monthly Baca 

Grand Property Owner’s Associa-
tion (POA) Board meeting was held 
on February 15 at 10am at the POA 
Hall. All four board members were 
present. Again,  Board member Bill 
Straithern resigned late last year 
for personal reasons.  There were 
ten audience members attending. 
Please make note that the start 
time for these meetings is being 
tentatively changed from an even-
ing start to 10am. Check with the 
POA office if there is a question.

Member Forum questions in-
cluded an inquiry as to when the 
new community liaison person will 
be hired. The Board hopes that 
by March 1 they have a good can-
didate and will be ready to have 
them working soon after.  This new 
hire would be available to explain 
matters of policy and procedure to 
property owners, whereas there is 
limited time for that in the regu-
larly scheduled Board meetings. 
Another question dealt with a pri-
vacy issue. An audience member 
meeting with the Board on a cov-
enant violation in private session 
after the public portion of the meet-
ing that day wanted to know if she 
had the choice to have it be public 
like it is when a community mem-
ber wants to appeal an EAC deci-
sion to end a home building project. 
The Board said it had always had 
conducted these issues in private 
for the property owner’s sake but 
would certainly consider public 
hearings in the future.

A notable department report 
from Maintenance is that a drain-
age issue high up in the Chalets 
that flooded at least one home last 
year has been addressed and water 
drainage will be restored to its nat-

ural state, well away from anyone’s 
home. 

New business included a 
Board decision to appoint Baca res-
ident Mark Reff to the empty Board 
seat as they had all talked to Mark 
and found him to be a good addi-
tion. Audience members, although 
having no animosity toward Mark 
at all, wanted the seat-filling pro-
cess to be public and for others to 
have a chance to petition to be on 
the Board, as appointing another 
Director had not been announced. 
The Board was amenable to this 
and so the appointment will be de-
layed until March and any mem-
bers in good standing interested in 
the position are advised to contact 
the POA.

Cost estimates to bring utili-
ties to Elk Park were $45,000 for 
electricity and $220,000 for water 
and sewer. Electrical may already 
be nearby and the Board will be 
doing further investigations.  For 
those who don’t know, Elk Park is 
the designated and plotted POA 
land for business development just 
east of the POA Hall.

The POA is slowly but surely 
fixing up the old hexagonal pro 
shop in order to be able to rent it 
out. It has been vacant for some 
time now, as it had been deemed 
unfit for use. 

The deck has been stabilized, 
all the windows replaced, and insu-
lation for the ceiling will be next. 
The Board has stressed that the 
slight increases in dues over the 
last two years has made these sorts 
of repairs possible. It is widely held 
that the infrastructure of the Baca 
has been in decline for years now 
and is being addressed, a piece at 
a time.

‘If the grid goes down tomorrow . . .’
A Crestone-Baca emergency preparedness gathering with special 

guest Saguache County Emergency Services Coordinator Bobby Woelz is 
set for March 11 at the Crestone Charter School.

The Crestone-Baca Resiliency Group, in coordination with other 
essential community service organizations, is sponsoring an “informal 
information-sharing and networking event” at the Charter School on 
Sunday, March 11 from 4 to 6pm.  The goal of the gathering is to offer 
all members of the Crestone-Baca community the opportunity to pick up 
free emergency information packets, meet representatives from essen-
tial community organizations, engage informally with community lead-
ers, and learn how to coordinate with neighbors.  

Helping to foster effective communication is a major goal of the 
event. If a major grid failure or natural disaster or significant geopoliti-
cal or military event were to disrupt essential services, communicating 
in advance with local, county, state, and federal bodies would be essen-
tial in order ensure smooth and effective coordination.

Newly appointed Saugache County Emergency Preparedness Co-
ordinator, Mr. Bobby Woelz will be on hand to give a brief presentation 
and answer questions. Information tables from various emergency and 
community service providers will be in place to answer questions and 
offer free information packets. 

In the event of a grid failure, in which internet and cell phone ser-
vice would almost certainly be interrupted, ham radio and direct-line-
of-sight walkie-talkies will be needed in key areas of Crestone-Baca to 
provide necessary updates and emergency response to the community. 
Information on this project will also be shared at the event.

The Map Your Neighborhood project—a national effort to assist 
communities in taking care of their emergency needs—has provided 
helpful pamphlets on how to coordinate with those in your immediate 
area.

As of this writing, a visit from the regional representative of the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) is probable but has 
not yet been confirmed.

All are warmly invited to attend, especially those with vulnerable 
family members, as well as those who are new to the Crestone-Baca re-
gion and may not yet be aware of the essential services available—or 
of the unique nature of potential emergencies in the San Luis Valley 
wilderness.

The event is set for Sunday, March 11 from 4 to 6pm at the Crestone 
Charter School, 330 E. Lime Ave. near the center of Crestone. Excellent 
chai and light snacks will be provided. Those representing a community 
group which would like to participate or to set up an information table at 
the event are encouraged to e-mail mhenrydunn@gmail.com.

crestonebacaresiliency.net

“I am not discouraged, 
because every wrong 
attempt discarded is 

another step forward.”
- Thomas Alva Edison

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

Emergencies Welcome❖
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges 
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Permanent Crowns

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Modern Technology 
Digital X-Rays

prepared and delivered in one appointment

The Baca elk herd is keeping an eye on you!                                 photo by Haruyuki Suzuki

Crestone Massage Therapies
Steve Fillenberg LMT
32 years private practice
Neuromuscular therapy, 
medical massage, 
pain relief,  
shamanic healing.

(720)512-1803

Jane Adorney LMT
26 years private practice

An integrated and 
intuitive approach.

Therapeutic, deep tissue, 
aromatherapy.

(720)512-1802
Appointments: in the Baca & Valley View hot springs

mailto:mhenrydunn@gmail.com
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March is caucus month 
2018 candidates visit Crestone

by Lisa Cyriacks
2018 midterm elections are 

coming up. Major party caucuses to 
determine delegates to county and 
state assemblies are scheduled for 
March 6, 2018. 

In preparation, Crestone 
Baca Indivisible hosted a meet and 
greet for two Democrats seeking 
to be on the primary ballot for US 
Congressional District 3 (CD3): Di-
ane Mitsch Bush and Karl Hanlon. 
All U.S. congressional districts, in-
cluding the 3rd Congressional Dis-
trict of Colorado, are holding elec-
tions in 2018.

Heading into 2018, most elec-
tion experts rate the CD3 race as 
“safely Republican”. No Democrat 
has held the Third Congressional 
District since moderate rancher 
John Salazar, who was taken out 
by Scott Tipton in the Tea Party 
wave of 2010. Incumbent Tipton 
has successfully managed to main-
tain his seat since that time.

The Crestone event held Feb-
ruary 11 featured an unusual for-
mat allowing small groups to sit 
around a table with each candi-
date, rotating between candidates 
on a pre-arranged schedule.

Karl Hanlon, a seasoned wa-
ter attorney, but new to politics, is a 
Colorado native and local rancher. 

Karl Hanlon: “Any issue with 
federal government, your Repre-
sentative is your first line of de-
fense and representation on issues 
important to you. Scott Tipton’s re-
fusal to connect with district resi-
dents reflects what I continue to 
hear from people who feel ignored 
by their elected representatives.

“Here in Saguache County 
and the San Luis Valley, that issue 
is perhaps more acute because of 
the challenges that go along with 
being surrounded by public lands.

“I commit to you that I will 
show up, listen to you, and fight 
every day for you, our kids and our 
future.”

Diane Mitsch Bush, a three-
term state house representative 
(House District 26), resigned from 
her seat to focus on her run for this 
seat.

Bush also promises to be 
strong voice for southern Colorado 
and the western slope in Congress.

 “I am a public servant. Some 
have called me a career politician, 
but I am not. I was a public servant 
when I was county commissioner 
(Routt County) and I will be a pub-
lic servant if elected to CD3.

“As a State Representative, 

I have been formally recognized 
since 2013 as an effective legislator 
who works across the aisle for evi-
dence-based bills to help all Colo-
radans. When I was given the 2015 
Colorado Livestock Association 
Legislator of the Year Award, the 
statement was made: ‘At the capi-
tal there are politicians, and then 
there are statesmen. Diane Mitsch 
Bush is a statesman. She is looking 
forward to the future of Colorado, 
not to the next election.’ ”

While this is the first year 
that Colorado will have an open 
primary, caucuses are exclusively 
for registered major party mem-
bers. Unaffiliated voters may not 
participate in caucuses.

The filing deadline for can-
didates is on March 20, 2018, and 
the primary election takes place on 
June 26, 2018.

For more information on vot-
er registration contact the County 
Clerk’s office and/or your Saguache 
County party chair.

Crestone/Baca Indivisible’s 
current mission is primarily 

(1) to work with others to get 
representatives to hold town halls in 
the SLV, or at least in our District 3 

(2) to organize and/or en-
courage people to regularly stop 
at Senator Bennett’s and (mainly) 
Representative Tipton’s Alamosa 
offices individually or (preferably) 
in small groups to express their 
concerns and/or to ask for specific 
answers to specific questions from 
the representatives there, 

(3) to contact Congressional 
and State representatives directly 
by phone calls, faxes, letters, post 
cards in response to action alerts 
concerning upcoming and proposed 
legislation, generated by us or just 
by reading the news and taking 
their own initiative 

(4) to encourage and partici-
pate in writing letters to the editors 
of various local and regional papers 
on varied topics on a regular basis. 

For more information or 
to join: Email susannahortego@
gmail.com

Mikela Tarlow (right) moderates the Q&A session when candidates for Congress Diane 
Mitsch Bush (left) and Karl Hanlon (center) visited Crestone on February 11 and held 
roundtables with local residents at the Crestone Charter School.     photo by Lori Nagel

Democratic Party Caucus locations
On March 6 at 7pm, the Democratic Party caucuses will take place at 

these locations:
Precinct 1 Road & Bridge meeting room in Saguache
Precinct 2 Road & Bridge meeting room in Saguache
Precinct 3 Little Shepherd meeting hall
Precinct 4 Moffat School
Precinct 5 Baca Grande POA hall
Precinct 6 Kiwanis Hall in Center
Precinct 7 Kiwanis Hall in Center
The Democratic county assembly is at the Saguache Community 

Building by the park on March 18. The potluck starts at noon, the assem-
bly at 1pm.

Republican Party Caucus locations
On March 6 at 7pm, the Republican Party caucuses will take place at 

these locations:
Precinct 1 Courtroom at Saguache County Courthouse
Precinct 2 Tomichi Trading Post in Sargents
Precinct 3 Moffat School Library
Precinct 4 Moffat School Library
Precinct 5 Moffat School Library
Precinct 6 Community Rm, Center Schools
Precinct 7 Community Rm, Center Schools
Registration is at the door, or pre-register online through the Secre-

tary of State. Call Richard Drake, if you have questions at 719-256-4215.

Preserve the  
precious night sky!

Turn off or shield  
your lights.











Like what you read in The Eagle?

Become a sponsor!
Email kizzen@crestoneeagle.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:kizzen@crestoneeagle.com
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Moratorium
continued from page 1

Mountain Valley School ex-
plained that his school is taking 
steps to battle ease of access, “but 
when everywhere you look there is 
a grow, and dispensaries are lit up 
with Christmas lights, it makes it 
difficult”.

Several citizens complained of 
“grows” surrounding their homes 
and ruining their views and peace 
and quiet. At both Planning Com-
mission and County Commissioner 
meetings, people continue to ex-
press their complete disillusion-
ment with the permitting process 
that does not take their concerns 
into consideration.

County Land Use Adminis-
trator Wendi Maez has explained 
that objections made by citizen 
are used only to modify the plans 
presented in applications to accom-
modate neighbors concerns. There 
is no real way to stop a marijuana 
grow if it is presented to the com-
mission in accordance with County 
and State regulations.

Another issue that continues 
to arise is whether or not adjoining 
landowners receive notice of the 
conditional use permits. 

At the January Planning 
Commission meeting, two resi-
dents, Shiloh Jackson and Mischa 
Vining-Doyle, were told that an ap-
plication affecting their property 
had been approved even though at 
the meeting when it was approved 
the Planning Commission had 
identified that the property had not 
been correctly identified on the ap-

plication. This resulted in Jackson 
and Vining-Doyle not receiving any 
notice prior to approval. 

Upon further review, the Land 
Use office has pulled the applica-
tion so that the Planning Commis-
sion can review it with the proper 
information and incorporate Jack-
son and Vining-Doyle’s comments 
into their decision to approve.

A few citizens at the February 
20County Commissioner meeting 
did present specific concerns about 
the legality of some of the opera-
tions applying for permission to lo-
cate their operations in Saguache 
County. 

Just after the Commission-
ers unanimously approved the 
first application on the agenda, 
one resident addressed the County 
Commissioners directly with the 
question, “A resident just gave you 
some irregularities this morning 
and asked that you address them 
with Mr. Miroslav. Why were those 
[concerns] ignored?”

Commissioner Jason An-
derston replied, “Those irregulari-
ties do not fall under our policy.”

The irregularities raised had 
to do with that business’s state 
business registration, its Mari-
juana Enforcement Division licen-
sure, and whether or not residency 
requirements had been met. In 
response, Saguache County Land 
Use would only comment that 
when the Marijuana Enforcement 
Division forwards applications 
from the State, they are often not 
fully vetted before the County re-
ceives a copy of the application and 
the check for fees.

During the public comment 

period on February 20, 2018, one 
resident, Jacquelyn Pyun, shared 
her concerns which summarized 
other citizens’ concerns that they 
are not being taken seriously, urg-
ing the Commissioners and the 
Planning Commission to be pro-
active instead of “tackling it in 
a backward and in a reactionary 
manner”. 

She continued, “Number one, 
that there is no recourse for land-
owners for permits that are incor-
rectly processed in Saguache Coun-
ty. I am not the first person who 
lives within 1500 feet of a land use 
permit address who was not prop-
erly notified.

Yet, for me and for others 

there does not seem be a account-
ability for when this happens.”

“Number two, I pay taxes as 
a resident at a residential rate as 
opposed to agriculture. Yet I have 
no rights for a residential quality of 
life. I want to pay my fair share as 
a resident. I do want some protec-
tions as a resident. 

“The last thing I would like to 
know about is how the excise tax is 
collected and used.”

In conclusion, she stated, “I 
need the County to look after me 
and my neighbors the way they have 
promised, to notify me of changes to 
bordering lands, to protect my qual-
ity of life as a resident, and to en-
force rules and regulations.” 

110 E. Silver Ave.
Crestone CO 81131

Share the Love

Refer a friend/family member to Aventa and you both will receive $75!* 
Refer as many friends and family as you want!

Visit aventa.com/refer-a-friend for details or call 800.555.6665.
*Subject to approval. This offer is not valid in conjunction with any other offer. To qualify, new member must be at least 16 years old (new members under 18 must have parent/guardian as joint owner), and must 
open a checking account with a Visa® Debit Card, sign up for E-Statements and have direct deposit or an ACH set up within 60 days of new account opening. $75/$75 will be credited to each qualified member’s ac-
count the first day of the first month after account has been open 90 days and requirements have been met. Both members must be in good standing at the time of deposit. Incentives may be subject to 1099 report-
ing. All new accounts subject to membership agreement. New accounts must be opened at one of our branches. This offer may end at any time. Federally insured by NCUA.

In the early morning hours of February 9, the construction crew carefully guided the new 
gasoline tank into the hole they’d prepared for it.  It won’t be too long before the pumps 
are installed at Elephant Cloud and gas is available in Crestone again.  The Cloud and 
the Town thank you for your patience, and for driving safely around the construction 
area.   photo by Lori Nagel
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KTTG to shore up stupa,  
plans repairs & improvements 
Fundraising underway

In 2018, the next chapter in 
the story of the Tashi Gomang Stu-
pa will unfold. 

Plans are underway to aug-
ment the structural integrity of the 
area around the stupa, as well as 
make other elements more sustain-
able and attractive. 

The rock wall in front of the 
stupa has shifted and will be re-
placed by a gabion retaining wall 
that will be better anchored than 
the current large boulders, allow-

ing less movement. The flagstone 
patio will be extended toward the 
front and around the sides of the 
stupa. More additions to the im-
mediate area include a shrine table 
in front, more sustainable stone 
benches and a small meditation 
hut to the side.

Fencing around the upper 
parking lot will help mitigate ero-
sion and a handrail on the stone 
pathway will provide more stabil-
ity for the walk up and down.

The installation of a beautiful 
Tibetan style gate is planned for 
the entrance at the top of the path 
from the parking lot. The gate was 
generously donated by Vajra Vidya 
Retreat Center and will be restored 
by local artist Barbara Falconer. 

Work performed will be both 
structural and aesthetic and the 
plan is to begin work this spring. 
The cost for the project is estimat-
ed to be $75,000 and fundraising 
begins immediately. Please visit 
www.kttg.org or The Friends of 
Karmapa Facebook page to donate 
and stay informed about project 
progress, or mail your donation to 
KTTG, PO Box 39, Crestone, CO 
81131. 

All work at the stupa is sup-
ported entirely through donations. 
It is an honor for the Friends of 
Karmpa to caretake the stupa, the 
ziggurat and other properties in 
the Baca for His Holiness the 17th 
Karmapa. Eye of the Land, a film 
about the creation of the Tashi Go-
mang Stupa, is available from Cre-
stone Films.

In the summer of 2010, many 
will remember that the Stupa was 
sandblasted down to its concrete 
base and then restuccoed. The 
relentless blowing sand, strong 
winds and snowy winters present 
unique challenges in maintaining a 

monument of this size. The Tashi 
Gomang Stupa was constructed 
over a period of seven years and 
consecrated in 1996. It embodies 
the enlightened activity of His Ho-
liness the XVIth Gyalwang Karma-
pa, the head of the Karma Kagyu 
lineage of Tibetan Buddhism, as 
well as the enlightened activity of 
the unbroken lineage of reincarnat-
ed teachers all bearing the name 
“Karmapa” for the last 900 years.

It is both fascinating and in-
spiring to see the variety of people 
who make their way up the long 
and difficult road to visit the Stu-
pa. They make pilgrimage in mini-
vans, old cars and new cars, on 
foot and by motorcycle to experi-
ence the atmosphere of peace and 
harmony so high above the San 
Luis Valley.

In the words of H.H. Dilgo 
Khyentse Rinpoche: “Within the 
stupa the teacher remains un-
changing. The Buddha said that 
whoever sees the stupa will be lib-
erated by the sight of it. Feeling the 
breeze around the stupa liberates 
by its touch. Having thus seen or 
experienced the stupa, by thinking 
of one’s experience of it, one is lib-
erated through recollection.”

René Evenson is the director 
of KTTG, Friends of Karmapa. If 
you have questions or would like 
more information about this proj-
ect, please contact her at reneeven-
son@aol.com or send a message 
through the Friends of Karmapa 
Facebook page.

Project begins in 2018

Visit www.KTTG.org
to view construction plans 
follow progress
and donate.

Follow on Facebook at Friends of Karmapa - KTTG
Mail donations to: PO Box 39, Crestone, CO 81131

Tashi Gomang Stupa
Many Auspicious Gateways

The beautiful Tashi Gomang Stupa, a place of pilgrimage in Crestone, is in need of struc-
tural support and landscape improvements.

(5pm)

719.298.0360
CynthiaNielsen@Olt.org

Gentle Yoga Mondays
10am Little Shepherd

Bodywork by appointment

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

 Nurturing Your Body
 Soothing Your Mind
Nourishing Your Soul

P
H

O
T
O

 B
Y

 J
E
N

N
IF

E
R

 E
S

P
E

R
A

N
Z

A

Rian Johns, LCSW Therapist

Local Counseling Services  
for Youth and Families, Couples,  

and Individuals

No cost services for children,  
teens, and families!

719.588.1933 * rianjohns@gmail.com  
* www.rianjohns.com *

Let’s connect in warmth & light  
in the new year!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.kttg.org
mailto:reneeven-son@aol.com
mailto:reneeven-son@aol.com
http://www.KTTG.org
mailto:CynthiaNielsen@Olt.org
mailto:rianjohns@gmail.com
http://www.rianjohns.com
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Rose Burek’s “Wind Art” 
featured at Crestone  
Artisans Gallery

by Ish
Our own Rose Burek, the 

delightful energy behind all our 
events, works her magic with found 
objects of recycled metals and semi-
precious gems to create “Wind Art.”

They are chimes of unique 
character, combining some rusted 
car parts with more delicate gems 
and crystals; old metal, old glass 
beads and stones along with hand-
made brass bells from India. She 
says, “Living in the San Luis Valley 
and looking at the various 14,000’ 
peaks outside, brings me inspira-
tion on a daily basis.”

She attended high school 
welding class and found her call-
ing. She salvaged old metal parts 
throughout the area including New 
Mexico and began creating sculp-
tures, and then combined her jew-
elry experience and created her 
new medium, Wind Art, which she 
says combines masculine and femi-
nine with the hard metals, the soft 
sounds of the Indian bells, the gem-

stones and the minerals.
 Rose’s work is available at 

the local Crestone Artisans Gal-
lery, as well as Cliffrose Garden 
Center in Cortez, Grace Gallery in 
Denver and Little Bird Gallery in 
Niwot. To contact Rose directly go 
to www.beaditwithmetal.com.

The Crestone Artisans Gal-
lery’s next event will be “BrewFest” 
for an early St. Pat’s Day on March 
16 from 4-6pm. Terry Corcoran will 
be playing his guitar and singing 
his “Irish Songs.”

The beer is donated by the 
Crestone Brewing Co. There will be 
great fun and food and Rose Burek 
will be donating a piece of her Wind 
Art for the raffle.

Great Sand Dunes 
seeking artist 
proposals to lead 
fall public program 

Great Sand Dunes is ac-
cepting artist proposals to lead 
a public program or workshop in 
their chosen medium (painting, 
photography, sculpture, music, 
dance, writing, etc.) on Saturday, 
October 6. This is an opportunity 
for an artist to gain exposure for 
their work, and share their work 
with participants in a free work-
shop or program.

The selected artist may be 
requested to exhibit their work 
or conduct a performance at the 
visitor center in 2019. Great 
Sand Dunes will reimburse the 
artist for lodging and round trip 
mileage. The workshop and in-
formation about the artist’s work 
will also be featured in a press 
release and the park’s social me-
dia and website.

To apply, send a one page 
statement about your proposed 
workshop or program along with 
examples of your work or a web 
link to your work by March 1 to 
patrick_myers@nps.gov or 11999 
Hwy. 150, Mosca, CO 81146.

Great Sand Dunes will no-
tify the selected artist no later 
than April 1. For more informa-
tion, contact Patrick Myers at 
719-378-6343.

Present & Creative art supply store 
opening in Crestone

Present and Creative is an art supply store located in the Casa del Sol, 
suite D. It is the brainchild of Hester Triplett and Paula Hudson.  Hester 
saw a need for readily available, low cost art supplies, especially for children, 
as well as art supplies and art experiences for adults. Also, there was no 
place in Crestone that had a variety of creative presents for kids. They found 
that they could get wholesale prices and free shipping which would allow 
them to sell supplies at costs well below retail.  Initially the supplies will 
include those for watercolor, oils, acrylics, pastels, clay, manga cartooning, 
face painting, drawing pens and more. 

 Beyond supplying the tools for artistic work, Hester and Paula wanted 
to supply a venue for free summer art classes for both children and adults. 
Several local artists have already volunteered their time to teach painting, 
weaving, drawing and pottery. Hester is planning the first adult class al-
ready.  She wants to call it The “I Can’t Do Art” Collage Class. Stay tuned 
into the Eagle and Facebook for further information about times and dates.

  Hester and Paula also want to link their shop to the Crestone Artisans 
Gallery, the Crestone Artists and the Crestone Creative District in joint art 
projects for the community. As Hester said “I have always been supported by 
our very caring community.  Now it is time to give back.”

Present and Creative is opening in March, in Casa del Sol, at the far 
end of the hall, Suite D. Come in and explore, or just to say “Hi.”

      CrestoneArtisAnGAllery 
CrestoneArtisAnsGAllery.orG

CRESTONE ARTISANS GALLERY

Winter Hours
 Wednesday-Sunday 12-4

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena  
in Downtown Crestone

719-298-3003

We represent 24 local artists

& craftspersons

Thank You for shopping locally!

Art supplies!  Come get them at Present and Creative, a new art supply store in Crest-
one.

In historic downtown Salida           135 F Street

The Book Haven is  
changing hands!

Celebrate the past 9 years!

Saturday, March 31st; 5-9pm

RSVP REQUIRED!  539-9629

“Roundabout” is made 
from a plow disk 
with beads of bone, 
glass, tree nuts, and 
jasper. Rose Burek 
finds inspiration in the 
mountains surround-

ing her home in Crestone.

http://www.beaditwithmetal.com
mailto:patrick_myers@nps.gov
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Crane Festival
continued from page 1

small animals attracted to the 
seeds (cranes are omnivores). 
Sunrise and sunset tours offered 
during the festival take birders to 
these “hotspots,” where it’s possi-
ble to see thousands of cranes.

The crane festival originated 
to celebrate Whooping Cranes in 
the valley, thanks to a govern-
ment program aimed at reviving 
the species’ dwindling population. 
But these days, Sandhill Cranes 
are the well-deserved stars of the 
show. They flock by the thousands 
into the valley, amassing in fields 
and wetlands, wowing onlook-
ers with their graceful courtship 

dances and sheer numbers. Their 
daybreak flyouts often fill the 
skies with hundreds and some-
times thousands of birds. To help 
guide visitors this year to where 
its possible to witness sunrise 
flyouts, refuge staff will be post-
ing the crane’s overnight roosting 
locations on the festival’s website 
and Facebook page.

Wildlife experts host two-
hour tours, highlighting interest-
ing facts about the cranes along 
the way, like how they mate for 
life. It’s also possible to spot coy-
otes, eagles, great-horned owls, 
hawks and a variety of duck spe-
cies.  

Sandhill Cranes are large 
birds with a distinguishing crim-
son cap on their head that makes 

them hard to miss as they forage.  
Their graceful courtship dance, 
unique trumpeting calls and mass 
flyouts are thrilling to witness. 
“Here you can get pretty close to 
the cranes,” says refuge manager 
Suzanne Beauchaine. “And then 
we’ve got the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains in the background. It’s 
an incredible setting.”  

This year’s crane fest in-
cludes sunrise and sunset tours, 
photography workshops, birds-
of-prey tours, field trips to Za-
pata Ranch (near the Great Sand 
Dunes National Park) and a 
unique natural area in the foot-
hills of the San Juan Mountains 
called Elephant Rocks. There are 
also expert-led presentations on 
topics such as waterfowl, wet-
lands and prairie dogs and two 
movies being offered this year 
in Monte Vista’s vintage Vali 3 
Theater: Disney’s Wings of Life 
and Brian Golden Davis’s docu-
mentary Million Dollar Duck. 

There is a daily craft and 
nature fair featuring artists from 
the valley and beyond. Local wood 
carver Tarry Maxson has been 

selling his hand-carved, painted 
birds at the craft & nature fair 
since the festival’s early days. 
Other artists will be selling eve-
rything from wine glasses etched 
with Sandhill Cranes figures to 
wildlife-inspired jewelry, photog-
raphy, paintings, clothing and 
crocheted items.

Local valley businesses have 
also caught the “crane craze.” 
Three Guys Farms restaurant in 
the Monte Villa Pub is serving a 
special craft cocktail dubbed the 
“Crane-hattan,” and Haefeli’s 
Honey is selling crane-decorated 
coffee mugs in their Del Norte 
store. Be sure to ask wherever you 
go if the business is doing some-
thing fun to celebrate the valley’s 
returning winged visitors.

For festival details and tour 
registration, visit www.mvcranef-
est.org or follow the festival’s 
Facebook page. There are still 
openings for the Sandhill Crane 
sunrise and sunset tours. Regis-
tration deadline is March 7. For 
more information, visit www.mon-
tevistachamber.org or call 719-
852-2731.

Photographers and visitors come from all over to view the thousands of cranes that 
come to the Monte Vista Wildlife Refuge.                                        photo by Dave Jones        

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Bob’s Place: 182 E Galena Ave 
 

(Temporarily Closed) 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8a.m to 5p.m. 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Fri. 8a.m to 5p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

Create a traditional 
Irish feast for your 
family or friends 

consisting of more 
than whiskey and a 

potato.  Try our 
corned  brisket 
…...and a potato 

Crestone Mercantile Hardware 
 

The BEST STOCKED Hardware store          
in the entire San Luis Valley! 

 

Meet all of your automotive, household, 
plumbing, paint, electrical, lumber,         

gardening, office, & electrical needs right 
here in CRESTONE!  

Let the Meat Department 
make dinner for you. 

 

Have you tried our lemon pepper chicken, 
cilantro lime skirt steaks?  They are all simple 
meal ideas made from quality ingredients.  We 
also make various soups and curries as well as   

burritos.  The rotisserie chickens and baby back 
ribs are ready every day after 1 p.m.  We also 

have a staff  ready to answer most of the    
cooking questions you might have. 

St Patrick’s Day!! 

SHOP LOCAL! 
SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY 

“TTTT ((ll  eeeee) hhhe gege 
 efefe uu e    roal   iii  e 
      rhhr . We dd  r   td eehe  
 rer  TTr  haa ia iu    e.”

                - Sooraaeu

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.mvcranef-est.org
http://www.mvcranef-est.org
http://www.mvcranef-est.org
http://www.mon-tevistachamber.org
http://www.mon-tevistachamber.org
http://www.mon-tevistachamber.org
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Terry Corcoran brings 
something different to the 
Shumei Gallery in March

“The Jungle Sale” by local 
artist Terry Corcoran will occupy 
the Shumei gallery during the 
month of March.  The opening and 
symposium, on Sunday March 18 
starting at 3pm, is more appropri-
ately called a “happening.” A “hap-
pening” in that the audience or 
spectators will be an essential part 
of the event and will be encour-
aged to interact with the artworks 
in a very hands-on way.   

Is the Art World a jungle?  
What about the world of “art”?  
What is the value of art?  How do 
artists find an appropriate price 
to ask for their works?  Should art 
be personal and biographical, or 
devoid of personal reference?  Is 
half-a-billion dollars too much to 
spend for a painting?  These are 
some of the questions that Terry 
Corcoran’s exhibition will raise, 
with no answers provided, except 
for those that spectators may come 
to on their own.

Terry hopes that this occa-
sion will be a fun and lively com-
munity event—and it is appropri-
ate that Terry’s symposium takes 

place on the day after St. Patrick’s 
Day, because he is a native-born 
Irishman.  Let the celebrations 
continue!  He says, “It is impor-
tant to me that people are able to 
own a piece of my art if they like 
it.  That is one of the main factors 
in how I price my work, and espe-
cially so in this exhibition.” 

Dublin-born Terry Corcoran 
attended the Irish National Col-
lege of Art in the 60s.  While a stu-
dent he won awards in drawing at 
the Royal Dublin Society student 
show, and a Browne Thomas prize 
for stained glass.  After college he 
worked for the well-known Mur-
phy Devitt stained glass studio, 
designing windows for churches 
and private homes. In 1969 he 
traveled to the U.S. and settled 
in California.  There he continued 
in stained glasswork as well as 
painting.  He also began sculpting 
in wood, creating a series of sculp-
tures called River Sticks.  Made 
from flat boards, the artist de-
scribes them as “a waterfall from 
heaven to earth.”

Terry returned to live in Ire-

land in 1991, making 
his home in Co. Wick-
low. During the 1990s 
he continued sculpt-
ing in wood, creating 
a series of sculptures 
he refers to as “the 
Heart of the Matter.”  
He also developed a 
pigment made from 
the ash of turf, a tra-
ditional source of fuel 
in Ireland that is still 
in use today.  He in-
corporated this pig-
ment into a large se-
ries of paintings based 
on the bog lands, and 
the ancient preserved 
human remains that 
have been unearthed 
from them.  With 
these paintings Terry 
mounted a very suc-
cessful exhibition—
“Excavations and Ex-
changes”—with his 
artist brother, Austin 
Corcoran (austincorc-
oran.com), at Webster 
University, St. Louis, 
in 1994, which was supported by 
the Irish Department of Foreign 
Affairs. In 2007 Terry moved back 
to the US.  

The exhibition will be avail-
able for viewing for the month of 
March. Meet with Terry and learn 

more about his work on Sunday 
March 18, 3 to 5pm. This event 
is free to the public. Please visit 
www.shumeicrestone.org or call 
256-5284 for more information. 
The Shumei gallery is open every 
day 9 to 5pm.

Shumei International Institute

Daily 8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services) are always open to the public

art gallery and site tours available every day from 9 -5

R. Carlos Nakai and Will Clipman,
Taiko, World Peace Prayer,

Anniversary Sampai, 
Community Luncheon, Presentation,

Garden Tours, Art Exhibit

Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284
www.shumeicrestone.org

“The Jungle Sale” by Dublin born local artist Terry Corco-
ran will occupy the Shumei gallery in Crestone during the 
month of March. 

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
& the Cloud Station Cafe and Venue 
 

200 Cottonwood St, Crestone, CO 81131 
719-496-0966|Office@ElephantCloud.Cloud 

www.ElephantCloud.Cloud 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EXTENDED CAFE HOURS COMING SOON! 
 

CAFÉ HOURS: 
SAT-MON 7:30AM TO 3PM 
TUES-FRI   7:30AM TO 1PM 

 

STORE HOURS: 
DAILY  

8AM TO 8PM 
 

Did You Know? 

Our produce is delivered five or more times a week from multiple 
distributors to ensure your produce is fresh, affordable and diverse. 

We only supply organically grown produce. Why? Organic produce 
contains less toxic fungicides, herbicides, and insecticides that are 
widely used in conventional agriculture, residues which remain on 
(and in) the food we eat. Organic foods may have higher nutritional 
value than conventional food, according to some research. The 
reason: In the absence of pesticides and fertilizers, plants boost their 
production of the phytochemicals (vitamins and antioxidants) that 
strengthen their resistance to bugs and weeds. Organic also means 
not genetically modified in labs (no GMOs!). 

Bulk case ordering from our produce distributors and UNFI continues 
to be available at our signature low 8% mark up. 

 
 

http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.ElephantCloud.Cloud
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HAPS
Little Shepherd  
meet & greet March 4

Little Shepherd in the Hills 
Episcopal Church would like to ex-
tend a warm invitation to all who use 
our Fellowship Hall.  We are having a 
meet and greet reception on March 4, 
at 3pm in the Fellowship Hall follow-
ing our regular 2pm worship service. 
It will be an opportunity for all of the 
groups using the facility to meet one 
another.  Light refreshments will be 
served.  You are welcome to worship 
with us beforehand if you would like.  

Our congregation is so happy 
that this lovely space is being used 
and we would like the opportunity to 
meet each of you.   Little Shepherd 
is the oldest spiritual center in Cre-
stone.  The building was originally 
a cabin built for a home in 1911 by 
Ruben Charles Barnes.  Several of 
his descendants still live in Crestone. 
The family donated the home to be 
consecrated and used as an Episcopal 
Church in 1949.  In keeping with the 
log cabin style of the sanctuary, we 
have tried to re-create the feeling in 
the new addition by keeping it simple.  

We look forward to meeting 
you in March.

March Studio of the Month
CrestoneArtists.com features 

an artist’s open studio each sec-
ond Sunday, from 2-4pm. March 
11, Allison Wonderland invites 
engagement into mythical worlds. 
Animated installations invite qui-
et meditation and interactive ex-
ploration at 1049 Homestead Rd.; 
adralawonderland@gmail.com,  
508-237-8915. 

Refreshments served.

Living Wisdom incorporates 
Crestone Peak Housing

Effective February 9 the Living 
Wisdom Board legally replaced the 
Crestone Peak Community Housing 
Board and assumed ownership of 
this 501(c)3 whose charter specifies 
creating housing for the Crestone/
Baca area.  This change facilitates 
charitable donations and grant ac-
quisitions for the Living Wisdom 
project and provides an existing in-
tegrated corporate platform for any 
future housing efforts in our com-
munity.  There will be at least two  
board changes in the near future as 
Ammi Kohn, the existing President, 
is leaving Crestone and moving to 
Boston on March 4.  There will also 
be a new Treasurer.  Check for more 
information in April’s Eagle.

Democratic Party caucuses
The caucus will take place on Tuesday, March 6 at 7pm.
Precinct Caucus locations:
1-Saguache/Villa Grove – Saguache Rd. & Bridge meeting room
2-Sargents – Saguache Rd. & Bridge meeting room
3-Crestone – Little Shepherd in the Hills Church auxiliary bldg.
4-Moffat – Moffat School Common Area
5-Baca – Baca Grande POA Hall
6 & 7-Center – Kiwanis Building
Come on out and join your friends and neighbors in your community! 

Help choose candidates for the 2018 Democratic Primary ballot. Help cre-
ate the Colorado Democratic Party platform by voting on motions to amend 
the state party platform, which will be brought to the County Assembly, 
and if passed, voted on at the State Assembly. Become a precinct leader. 
Each precinct will elect precinct committee people who will serve on the 
County Democratic Party Central Committee.

Become a Delegate to the County Assembly.
Volunteer to be an election judge—work with the County Clerk to 

conduct and audit elections.
To participate, you must have affiliated as a Democrat by January 8, 

2018. For questions or more information: Kevin Noland, Chair, Saguache 
County Dems, nolandkk@gmail.com, 970-351-6747.  Cozy Movies!

Cozy Castle Cinema

403 4th st Saguache
719-221-4159

call or find us on      facebook  
for movies and showtimes

Rosie Rosenberg, Cherrye O’Donal and Mike O’Donal attended this year’s SLV Seed Ex-
change at Joyful Journey, helping out with Orient Land Trust’s presentation tables there.     
 photo by Lori Nagel

Matthew Stalzer from the Mudita Camel Dairy in Moffat poses with Anita at the SLV 
Seed Exchange, held at Joyful Journey February 11.      photo by Lori Nagel

Ginny Ducale (L) visits with Bryon and Leah Pike from High Ground Gardens at the An-
nual SLV Seed Exchange at Joyful Journey February 11.      photo by Lori Nagel

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors plans next edition 
of phone book

Announcing the 2019-2020 
edition of the Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors (NHN) phone book is 
taking shape now! Rodney Vok-
mar, NHN phone book guru, told 
me, “the prices will not increase 
for advertisers.” Advertisers will 
also get two lines of their ad free 
of charge. More information about 
ads in what many call the best lit-
tle phone book in Crestone, can 
be found at www.nhncrestone.
org. Ad forms can be found at 
Crestone Mercantile and the El-
ephant Cloud. If you would like 
to submit a photo for the cover of 
the NHN phone book please sub-
mit it to Rodney at nhncrestone@
gmail.com. Advertisers get their 
message out in this little directory 
circulated in Crestone, the Baca, 
Moffat and the northern SLV.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:adralawonderland@gmail.com
mailto:nolandkk@gmail.com
http://www.nhncrestone
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Daily
•	 Morning	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
7-8am,	256-4108,	info@babajiashram.org,	www.
babajiashram.org

•	 Jyorei,	Shumei	Sanctuary,	please	be	seated	by	
7:50am	and	5:50pm,	256-5284

•	 Tours,	 gallery	 and	 Jyorei,	 Shumei,	 9am-5pm,	
256-5284.

•	 Open	meditation	 &	 prayers	 in	 Vajra	 Vidya	Re-
treat	Center	Shrine	Room	9-10am	daily;	Tradi-
tional	Buddhist	Shrine	Room	available	till	dusk;	
All	welcome	to	come	and	practice.	719-256-5539	
vajravidya.com

•	 Tours,	Temple,	&	Gift	Shop	~	Haidakhandi	Uni-
versal	 Ashram,	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.
org,	www.babajiashram.org

•	 Evening	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
6-7pm.	Chanting	 in	 Sanskrit	 and	Hindi.	All	 are	
welcome.	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.org,	
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
•	 Mass	at	Nada	Hermitage	Nada	Hermitage	9:00	
am-10:00	am	719-256-4778

•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	www.slvaa.org

Monday
•	 Gentle	Flow	Yoga	Fellowship	Hall,	 Little	Shep-
herd	Church	10:00	am-11:15	am

•	 Al-Anon	open	meeting,	Little	Shepherd	Church	
noon-1:00	pm

Tuesday
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5:00	pm-6:45	pm	By	donation	shak-
tisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Narcotics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	marijuana	
users	welcome	Baca	Grande	Library	back	door	
7:30	pm-8:30	pm	970	309	0710

Wednesday
•	 Yoga	Fundamentals	&	Refinements	Shakti	Sha-
ranam	8:30	am-10:00	am	By	donation	shaktisha-
ranam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Wednesday	 Night	 AA	 Meeting	 in	 Moffat,	 Free	
Spirit	Christian	Church	7:00	pm-8:00	pm

Thursday
•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Baptist	Church	noon-1:00	pm	www.slvaa.org

•	 Indivisible	Crestone/Baca	postcard	 posse	Des-
ert	Sage	Restaurant	12:30	pm	719-937-7699

•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5:00	pm-6:45	pm	By	donation	shak-
tisharanam.com	719-256-5668

Saturday
•	 Narcotics	Anonymous	 Open	 Step	 Study	meet-
ing,	 Fellowship	 Hall,	 Little	 Shepherd	 Church,	
9:00	am-10:00	am	719-256-4931

Community Calendar—March 2018 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Friday, March 2
•	 Full	Moon	Riwo	Sangchö	 (Outdoor	Smoke	Of-
fering),	Yeshe	Khorlo	Buddhist	Temple	(Choying	
Dzong)	10-11am

•	 Artist	 Opening	 Reception	 for	 Laura	 Lozano	 –	
The	Wapiti	Coffee	House	6:00	pm-8:00	pm	www.
thewapiti.com	719-207-5508

Monday, March 5
•	 Town	 Trustees:	 Hear	 to	 Listen,	 Cloud	 Station	
10am-noon

•	 Crestone	 Planning	 Commission	 Meeting	 –	
Crestone	Town	Hall	5:00-7:00	pm	719-256-4313

Tuesday, March 6
•	 Saguache	Cty.	Commissioners	meeting,	Saguache	
Cty	Bldg	9am	saguachecounty.net	655-2231

•	 Crestone	 Planning	 Commission	 Meeting	 –	
Crestone	Town	Hall	5-7:00	pm	719-256-4313

•	 Democratic	Party	caucus,	Different	locations	7pm
•	 Republican	 Party	 caucus,	 Different	 locations	
7pm	719-256-4215

Thursday, March 8
•	 International	Women’s	Day	–	All	Day

Friday, March 9
•	 Monte	Vista	Crane	Festival	 –	MV	Nat’l	Wildlife	
Refuge	www.mvcranefest.org	719-852-2731

Saturday, March 10
•	 Monte	Vista	Crane	Festival	 –	MV	Nat’l	Wildlife	
Refuge	www.mvcranefest.org	719-852-2731

•	 Cabin	 Fever	 Talent	 Show	 –	 Crestone	 Charter	
School	5:30	pm	$10	for	adults	Judie,	256-5110;	
or	Isaline,	298-9133

Sunday, March 11
•	 Dakini	 Tsok	 (Feast	 Offering	 Potluck),	 Yeshe	
Khorlo	Buddhist	Temple	(Choying	Dzong)	2-8pm

•	 Monte	Vista	Crane	Festival	 –	MV	Nat’l	Wildlife	
Refuge	www.mvcranefest.org	719-852-2731

•	 Studio	of	the	Month,	Wonderland	Studio	2-4pm
•	 Emergency	 Preparedness	meeting	 –	 Crestone	
Charter	School	4:00	pm-6:00	pm

Monday, March 12
•	 Crestone	Board	of	Trustees	Meeting	–	Crestone	
Town	Hall	9:30	am-5:00	pm	719-256-4313

Wednesday, March 14
•	 Crestone	 End	 of	 Life	 Project	 monthly	 meeting	
–	Little	Shepherd	 in	 the	Hills	7:00	pm-9:00	pm	
Free	719-588-7415

Thursday, March 15
•	 Rumi	Study	circle.	All	welcome!	–	3:00	pm-5:00	
pm	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-588-8602

•	 BGPOA	Board	Meeting	–	BGPOA	Meeting	Room	
6:00	pm	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

Saturday, March 17
•	 New	Moon	Riwo	Sangchö	(Outdoor	Smoke	Of-
fering)	–	Yeshe	Khorlo	Buddhist	Temple	(Choy-
ing	Dzong)	10:00	am-11:00	am

Tuesday, March 20
•	 Saguache	 County	 Commissioners	 meeting	 –	
Saguache	County	Building	9:00	am	saguache-
county.net	719-655-2231

•	 Vernal	Equinox	–	10:15	am

Friday, March 23
•	 Friends	 of	 the	 Baca	 Grande	 Library	 meeting,	
Crestone	Town	Hall	3pm	719-256-4100

Saturday, March 24
•	 March	for	Our	Lives,	Various	locations	around	USA
•	 Ibn	Arabi	Class	–	3:00	pm-5:00	pm	nurashkijer-
rahi.org	719-588-8602

Monday, March 26
•	 Guru	Rinpoche	Tsok	(Feast	Offering	Potluck)	–	
Yeshe	Khorlo	Buddhist	Temple	(Choying	Dzong)	
12:00	am

Thursday, March 29
•	 Sufi	 Dhikr.	 All	 welcome!	 –	 3:00	 pm-5:00	 pm	
nurashkijerrahi.org	719-588-8602

•	 Holy	 Thursday	 mass	 –	 Nada	 Hermitage	 7:00	
pm-8:00	pm	719-256-4778

Friday, March 30
•	 Good	 Friday	 services	 –	 Nada	 Hermitage	 3:00	
pm-4:00	pm	719-256-4778

Saturday, March 31
•	 Blue	Moon	(2nd	in	month)	–	All	Day
•	 Full	Moon	Riwo	Sangchö	(Outdoor	Smoke	Offer-
ing)	–	Yeshe	Khorlo	Buddhist	Temple	 (Choying	
Dzong)	10:00	am-11:00	am

•	 Start	of	Passover	–	7:30	pm

Sunday, April 1
•	 Easter	–	All	Day
•	 Easter	Vigil	mass	–	Nada	Hermitage	5:00	am-
6:30	am	719-256-4778

Monday, April 2
•	 Town	Trustees:	Hear	 to	Listen	–	Cloud	Station	
10:00	am-12:00	pm	

Tuesday, April 3
•	 Town	of	Crestone	election,	7am-7pm

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on� THANKS!

EXPRESS YOURSELF!

Hours and days are flexible
2 hrs / $50 includes materials

At FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS
117 Skyview Way (close to town)

Ish Futral 256.4848 for appointment
or further questions

Encaustics Workshops
& Calligraphic Brushstroke

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.slvaa.org
http://www.slvaa.org
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
mailto:events@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.thewapiti.com
http://www.thewapiti.com
http://www.mvcranefest.org
http://www.mvcranefest.org
http://www.mvcranefest.org
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Joel Weston  
When I moved to town I real-

ized it’s not as easy as you’d think 
to get rid of your trash. I came here 
to live with my best friend.  She 
and I both had full sized trucks. I 
went to the landfill in Saguache, 
saw how easy it was for us to take 
our trash there, realized not every-
body’s got a 4-weel drive truck to 
drive down in there, so I offered as-
sistance to people in town.  That’s 
how I integrated myself into the 
community: by fulfilling a need.  I 
also saw how some of my other tal-
ents could help. I volunteered to do 
a voice-over for the library, which 
I went to school for in Ohio.  I was 
able to record and assist others 
in doing voiceovers and recording 
their professional endeavors, too.  
With my trash business, I applied 
my graphic design, photography, 
and other skills to those endeavors, 
and picked up other work.  I just 
recognized what skills I had in re-
lation to what people needed and 
put myself out there.  It’s not hard 
to integrate into our community 
as long as you offer what’s needed.  
Offer of yourself and people gravi-
tate to you, manifesting what you 
need.  They, in turn, manifest what 
they need through you. 

Vivia Lawson 
I moved to Crestone in 2012.  

Honestly, I was looking for some-
thing to do with my life more than 
looking for a place to be.  In Janu-
ary, I started coming to Crestone 
from Alamosa every Sunday to go 
hiking.  And I knew Crestone. I’d 
been visiting for years, but never 
so regularly.  I met Cindy Pearson, 
who was moving on and it was a 
good fit for me to take over her real 
estate business.  But the bottom 
line for me, establishing myself in 
Crestone has been getting involved 
with the community. I’ve volun-
teered with different organizations, 

learning who does what, areas of 
need, and getting to know people.  
Relationships are incredibly impor-
tant to me, so being involved with 
meaningful organizations in the 
community was good for me per-
sonally.  I established myself in the 
community with a lot of hard work.  
I arrived when the economy was re-
ally in the dumps here.  Now that 
things look better, I feel that was a 
good time to get here.  I was able to 
operate in difficult times, so when 
things are a little more upbeat, I’m 
sowing the seeds of that hard work 
early on.  I’ve realized it’s impor-
tant in the hard times to be really 
clear about who you are and why 
you’re doing what you’re doing.  

Ralph Abrams 
I bought land here in ’97, 

moved full time in ’98, built a cab-
in and spent a couple years doing 
intense Buddhist retreat.  Every 
few months, I’d come into town to 
integrate my practices, so I began 
meeting people.  After that, I went 
to school to become a psychothera-
pist but decided to get into real es-
tate and build houses instead.  In 
2007, I started shamanic healing 
training down in the Amazon, and 
in 2008, I became mayor!  Here’s 
the story: One night at a party, 
Kizzen plied me with drink and 
said, “You should be mayor.” So, I 
got on the ballot, then went off on 
my Amazon adventures. Return-
ing from the jungle I found out I 
was mayor!  Being mayor was fun. 
We got the Charter School built, 
and installed a new water system. 
But folks started moving away be-
cause Fairpoint wasn’t giving us 
adequate internet, which started 
the grassroots, bottom-up, commu-
nity outreach—58 investors—that 
became our own internet company 
(now Colorado Central Telecom). 
The mayor’s term ended, but I’m 
still working at CCT.  We’ve since 
expanded into four counties and 
are collaborating with SLV Rural 
Electric (it’s a win-win-win, espe-
cially for the customers!)  I moved 
here because of my interest in do-
ing Buddhism retreats, eventu-
ally becoming executive director of 
White Jewel Mountain, a Buddhist 
retreat center, and the Crestone 
dream group I helped start is build-
ing a shamanic healing center this 
year.  So you see, when I retire from 
CCT, I’ll still have other interests 
in the community.

Ramji 
The biggest way I’ve estab-

lished myself is through this res-
taurant (Ramji’s Indian Café).  
When I first came to Crestone, I 
came here to cook for Electrum 
and I wasn’t sure what I was sup-
posed to be doing here; I just knew 
it was very easy to come here.  
Then I went to India.  But I’ve had 
this dream of this place for like 20 
years. I keep having a vision of this 
restaurant.  So when I came back 
from India, I said, “I’m gonna pur-
sue it, and see what happens!”  And 
it happened fairly easy, fairly fast.  
Before, I wasn’t entrenched here.  I 
mean, people knew where I cooked 
at.  This is kind of a food-starved 
community, so if you can cook, peo-
ple know who you are!  But now, 
through this, I’m probably going 
to be here for a while.  An Indian 
food restaurant in Crestone is a 
fantastic idea, because of the spir-
itual communities.  There’s a lot of 
vegetarian and other dietary needs 
I cater to.  I do this restaurant as a 
part of my spiritual practice, feed-
ing people.  I don’t care if I’m ever 
a millionaire. I’m not a business 
man. I’m not.  I just like to feed 
people and pray.  This is like a tem-
ple for me now.  Everybody, come 
try the food—it’s fantastic!

Deana Wilfong 
When I moved here, I was 

told by someone who’d lived here 
a long time, “The best way to get 
involved in a small community is 
not to get involved in other people’s 
drama! If you do, you’ll soon find 
you don’t have any friends.”   So, 
the first couple years I kept to my-
self.  Then, I was offered a position 
with ScSEED, and working with a 
non-profit got me more involved.  
Soon after that, my now husband 
was doing EMT work and so I was 
encouraged to start in because if he 
was going to get up in the middle of 
the night, I might as well, too!  Be-
ing on the ambulance service and 
Search and Rescue was the turning 
point.  The first couple years, I was 
not involved, not a part of the com-
munity. I just lived here.  Once in 
service to the community, I really 
started to get to know people, get 
more entrenched in the communi-
ty.  There’s nothing like being with 
someone on their worst day to re-
ally create a bond, so that service 
really made a difference.  Now, I 

see a lot of people doing community 
events for Shumei, which has been 
good since I’ve had my children.  
I couldn’t EMT anymore—didn’t 
have the time!  I recently joined the 
Crestone Creative District (CCD) 
Board, so I’m starting to get back 
into service for the community.  It 
feels really good!

Lori Nagel (aka Lori Sun-
flower) 

I visited Crestone 5 years be-
fore moving here in May, 2010 with 
my partner, Tony, pregnant and 
practically penniless.  I had left my 
11-year job at IBM in 2008 to be a 
photographer, and was still estab-
lishing myself in that area.  Then, 
I added to that establishing myself 
in a new town, then as a first-time 
mama to my son, Ziggy, at the age 
of 38.  I’ve worked many differ-
ent “jobs” in Crestone, especially 
early on—whatever I needed to do 
to sustain while finding my niche. 
I took the route of being curious 
and humble. We lived free on my 
uncle’s land (12 miles north) for 2 
years before getting a rental in the 
Baca.  Times could get tight with 
my $233/month car payment, and 
once in the Baca, making rent was 
sometimes difficult, especially in 
the wintertime!  I’ve created jobs 
for myself over the years. The Char-
ter School didn’t do school photos, 
so I did them.  The Crestone Eagle 
never had an official photographer, 
so I asked to be that.  I started do-
ing photography and web work for 
Darlene Yarbrough Real Estate in 
2012. I’ve always trusted things 
would work out.  Thankfully, they 
have. This intense place challenges 
us all in various ways—economi-
cally, emotionally, spiritually, and 
physically—but if we can humbly 
live in harmony with others, with 
nature, “happy coincidences” pop 
up all over the place. I feel like I’ve 
found my niche here now and am 
truly grateful!

If you have feedback or sugges-
tions for future topics, please email 
peacelorilove@gmail.com.  In addi-
tion to being the Staff Photographer 
for The Crestone Eagle since 2012, 
Lori Nagel is a freelance photogra-
pher, graphic designer & web design-
er.  www.sunflowerstudios.us.com.

How have you established yourself in our community?

STILL MOUNTAIN
    Classical Five-Element

ACUPUNCTURE
 Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
Treating the whole person~body, mind & spirit

719 - 256 - 4775

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
http://www.sunflowerstudios.us.com
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Mandala Pizza opens March 17
Tasty changes are coming to 

the cabin at 150 West Silver Ave, 
formerly the Crestone Creamery, 
which will be under new manage-
ment as a dedicated pizzeria, oper-
ated by local residents Desi Faraci 
and her husband, Greg Hess.  Man-
dala Pizza will celebrate its grand 
opening with all new recipes and 
appearance scheduled on St. Pat-
ty’s Day, Saturday March 17 start-
ing at 11:30 am.  Come join the 
fun with kids’ crafts, yummy green 
pizza specials, and more. 

Experience the East Coast-in-
spired taste with a variety of fresh 
toppings, accentuating hand-tossed 
crusts.  Pizza by the slice will be 
available during peak hours along 
with specialty varieties incorporat-
ing all natural, organic, non-GMO, 
and locally sourced ingredients.  
With calzones and healthy wheat-
free vegetarian options, Mandala 
Pizza offers choices for healthy and 
alternative lifestyles.  

Fourth generation baker, Desi 
Faraci is no stranger to pizza. Her 
family owned a bakery in Brooklyn 
for 40 years, transitioning to a piz-
zeria in upstate New York for 25 
years.  Desi shares that she grew 
up in the pizzeria and was trained 
to prepare dough and pizzas from 
an early age.  She always dreamed 
of continuing the Italian herit-
age by opening a restaurant.  Desi 
knows that the pizza she will offer 
will be an appetizing and welcome 
addition to Crestone.

Desi and Greg have been resi-
dents of the valley for 3.5 years. 
An entrepreneur most her life in 
the art field, Desi has been active 
in the community and a member 
of the Crestone Artisans Gallery.  
Greg comes from a completely dif-
ferent background in Plant Sci-
ence, which is one of the reasons 
that brought them to the valley.  
He is currently finishing a gradu-
ate degree in Horticulture and will 
be a partner in the new pizza en-

deavor.  Greg shares that he used 
to work in pizzerias in his early col-
lege days and looks forward to run-
ning a family business while teach-
ing their young girls good work 
ethics.  Desi also loves the idea of 
their children participating in the 
business as she fondly remembers 
doing so as a child in NY.

“The design and feel of the 
restaurant will be totally unique.” 
Desi expresses. Mandala Pizza 
will convey the energy of Crestone, 
with a more intentional feel and 
will even provide Mandala coloring 
books and other activities for those 
waiting for their pizzas.  “Feed 
your inner chi” is the message cor-
relating with feeding the body’s life 
force with good, clean food.  Desi 
and Greg are discerning with what 
they feed their family and will only 
offer the community the whole-
some ingredients stocked in their 
own kitchen.

 Mandala Pizza will be open 
for dine-in and take-out during se-
lect seasonal hours, increasing dur-
ing summer, with delivery coming 
soon.  Additional vegetarian items, 
deserts and Italian foods will be 
presented to the menu in time.  Be 
sure to refer to their monthly ad for 
updates and “like” them on Face-
book for further information.

Crestone Creative District moves 
forward with expanded board 

Crestone has always been a draw for creatives. The stunning 
landscape and rural location breeds imagination. Over the years sev-
eral artist-driven events have brought our community together. The 
vision of the Crestone Creative District (CCD) is to increase existing 
platforms and provide the opportunity for new events through support 
and funding. 

Several years ago, this group started in on an effort to receive 
a Colorado State designation as an arts district. While the state des-
ignation did not come to fruition, the existing board members moved 
forward and are happy to announce that is now a newly established 
nonprofit corporation with more board members and exciting plans.

Members of CCD represent a diverse group of artists, artisans, 
writers, creatives of all types, seekers, spiritual communities and insti-
tutions. For $39, each individual member enjoys a dedicated full page 
on the CCD website, with high-resolution images of their work, their 
website address and social media links, as well as an eCommerce plat-
form through SaatchiArt.com to market and sell their work. There are 
also business and corporate member levels at $150 and $250. Please 
visit CrestoneCreativeDistrict.xyz/join to become a member.

However, signing up is more than all the perks. Annual dues fund 
efforts for artistic offerings in the community, enriching connections 
for our community. Already CCD is working to create stronger ties be-
tween the Town of Crestone, the Baca Subdivision, the Crestone Art-
ists group and the Crestone Artisans Gallery. By working together we 
can enhance our local culture and have fun doing it.

The board is excited to announce that starting in April there will 
be an opportunity for the community to come together and share their 
ideas for upcoming events. Come and share your idea and find neigh-
bors excited to help you take action. CCD will have a Request for Pro-
posal (RFP) form so you can apply for funding and support. Keep an 
eye out for the date and location of this gathering to be announced. The 
plan is to have this be a reoccurring, regular opportunity. Please take a 
look at the RFP form at CrestoneCreativeDistrict.xyz/RFP.

With your support our community can thrive through the arts. 
Please consider joining or renewing your annual membership. The 
board of CCD is looking forward to hearing your ideas. We thank you 
for your continued support. For more information about CCD please 
visit www.CrestoneCreativeDistrict.xyz.

Greg Hess and Desi Faraci preparing to open a new pizzeria in Crestone.

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

http://www.CrestoneCreativeDistrict.xyz
http://www.thelightchamber.com
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New Board members needed
Crestone Performances Inc 

is extending an invitation to those 
in the community who might be 
interested in joining our board 
of Directors. They meet once a 
month and also participate in 
fundraising events. The only ex-
perience needed is life experience. 
All walks and talks have some-
thing to offer. The focus of CPI is 
evolving and we need new board 
members to help steer us into the 
future. Current board members 
are: Don Richmond, Eli Dokson, 
Cheryl Rowe, Sarah Koehn Frye 
and Peter Taylor. The meetings 
are fun and our purpose is im-
mensely rewarding. Our mission 
is to create a positive cultural, 
educational, and economic impact 
in Saguache County and the San 
Luis Valley by providing afford-
able access to presentations from 
diverse traditions and cultures. 
CPI is a 501c3 community service 
organization now in its 16th year. 
For more information please pe-
ruse our web site and call us at 
719-256-4533. Thank you!

Members needed
Please consider becoming a 

member of Crestone Performances 
Inc. and help us continue our com-
munity efforts. There are three 
ways to contribute. First, just make 
a donation on line at crestfest.org 
and receive a tax deduction. Next 
would be to become a member 

and donate annually. Thirdly, my 
favorite is to give automatically 
monthly. It’s totally safe through 
San Luis Valley Savings and Loan. 
Even $5 a month would be huge so 
please consider it.  

We have five levels of mem-
bership:

1. Copper Member - $50  
2. Bronze Member - $150 sin-

gle/$250 couple.
3. Silver Member - $250 sin-

gle/$350 couple
4. Gold Member - $400 sin-

gle/$500 
5. Platinum Member - over 

$500 
All members receive a tax de-

duction, updates and invites to our 
school shows and special discounts 
for future concerts and events.

We have a new, fast, easy & 
secure way to become a member!  
Go to www.crestfest.org and click 
on MEMBERSHIP-DONATE!  
You can also mail your Member-
ship/Donation Form to CMF, PO 
Box 6, Crestone, CO 81131, or call 
719-256-4533 for more informa-
tion.  So please remember every 
little bit helps and know that you 
are investing in community by in-
vesting in Crestone Performances 
Inc.  Make checks payable to CPI. 
All donations receive a tax-de-
ductible receipt. Thanks and stay 
tuned!

Crestone Performance’s 
Youth Enrichment Program 
keeps cultural & educational 
performances flowing  
into the schools 

Over the last 16 years, YEP 
has produced, to date, 204 shows 
in schools across the San Luis Val-
ley, Salida and Lake City. Over that 
span of time, we have brought 39 
different presenters to schools. The 
cost of these all of these shows to 
the schools have been subsidized 
50% to 100% by the Crestone Mu-
sic Festival, Saguache County, local 
businesses, schools and individuals. 
I won’t list all the presenters but 
would like to highlight just a few. 

Our biggest production was 
the first ever viewing in America 
of 1200-year-old spiritual songs 
and dance from Bhutan brought 
here by Yeshe Khorlo. We did 13 
school shows and 5 evening perfor-
mances including the Lensic Op-
era House in Santa Fe, the Steam-
plant in Salida and the Gunnison 
Arts Center.  This 16-piece group 
included male and female ensem-
bles giving 5- to 10-minute snip-
pets of songs and dances that are 
performed for hours over multiple 
days at their annual Jubilee in 
Bhutan. Never before produced or 
seen outside of Bhutan, this was 
not an act polished for American 
audiences  but rather a shortened 
sampling of the real thing. This 
also means that the youth across 
the San Luis Valley were the first 
in the world to see this 1200-year-
old tradition. 

The instruments were unusu-
al and included a type of hammer 
dulcimer, A bass made like a banjo 
and flying saucer-looking cym-
bals. The men danced in unison 
in elaborate costumes with large 
hand-carved head mask helmets. 
The women demonstrated choreo-
graphed dancing in hand-made and 
naturally dyed dresses and sang 
beautifully. The men and women 
would alternate performing with 
complete costume changes back-
stage in between. The response 
was tremendous awe. 

Another outstanding present-
er was the Rosen Portable Planetar-
ium that set up in schools and held 
5 to 6 different shows per day for 
individual classes and sometimes 
stayed for several days.  There were 
over 20 different presentations, like 
our moon, our solar system, each in-
dividual planet and constellations 
including the American Indian 
versions. This was presented in all 
Saguache County schools, Center, 
Saguache, Moffat and Crestone, 
plus Monta Vista, Sargent, Sangre 
de Cristo and La Jara. Another 
noteworthy ensemble has been the 
Shumei Taiko Drummers. We have 
brought them to schools more than 
any other group from our stable of 
presenters. Their shows are always 
dynamic and at the end of each per-
formance, the kids get to take turns 
beating the drums themselves.  
Thank you Shumei!

My last highlight features my 
favorite story. We were able to team-
up with a promoter in Taos who was 

sponsoring a band from Cuba, Valle 
Son. This was a 9-piece band featur-
ing a lead singer, upright bass, clas-
sical and tres guitars, percussion, 
sax, flute and bassoon, plus a danc-
ing couple. Their excellence was as-
tounding. 

So we are at Mountain Val-
ley School in Saguache performing 
for the entire student body. At the 
end of every show we do a Q&A ses-
sion. So I say, “Ok, time for one more 
question,” and I call on an 11-year-
old boy, Roy, and the entire gym 
held its’ breath. Roy said he thought 
the drummer was really good, only 
it took him a while to say that due 
to a serious stutter. The crowd ex-
haled collectively when he was done 
and I told the drummer what he 
had said. The drummer smiled and 
then motioned for Roy, to come over 
and join him. He showed Roy a sim-
ple pattern on the bongos and Roy 
started to play. Everyone clapped. 
Then the band suddenly started to 
play along. Everyone cheered.  Then 
the leader looked back at Roy and 
asked . . . faster? The band shifted 
into high gear with Roy hanging 
in there with eyes as big as din-
ner plates. Everyone went nuts. 
It was like a Beatles concert. Eve-
ryone was cheering and shouting 
and crying including me. That was 
in 2003 and I am still not over it. 
Every time I went back to Saguache 
I would ask how Roy was doing. Ap-
parently, after the event, his social 
status soared, his grades improved, 
his stutter improved and his par-
ents got him a drum set, which he 
played. I have been touched many 
times by the feedback I get over the 
years, but this event fueled a pas-
sion in me that has never quit and I 
hope never does. 

Here is a short list from our 
total of 39 different presenters over 
the years. We have featured Celtic, 
East and West Indian acts, steel 
drums, riparian rescue organiza-
tions, African drum and dance, Af-
rican kora, Moroccan music and 
much more.

So what’s next? In March we 
are featuring Mic Tochia Aztec drum 
and dance and the Adams State 
Samba Batería which is a Latin 
Drum Line. These shows will be in 
Center, Saguache and Moffat. Many 
of our shows get booked quickly 
and last minute so check the web-
site for current events or read what 
happened each month in The Cre-
stone Eagle.  I’ll let you know what 
happened, is happening and who’s 
making it happen. If you would like 
more information or would like to 
contribute to our efforts through 
sponsorship or donation please go 
our web site, crestfest.org and/or 
give us a call at 719-256-4533. Our 
address is P.O. Box 6, Crestone, CO 
81131. Thanks for your time and 
stay tuned! Crestone Performances 
Inc is a 501(c)3 non-profit commu-
nity service organization now in its 
16th year!

YEP
YOUTH  ENRICHMENT  PROGRAM

March Events

Mic Tochia Aztec Dancers wowed the 
Crestone Charter School kids.                              

1200-year-old spiritual songs and dance 
from Bhutan performed at Moffat School.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestfest.org
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HRRMC welcomes ENT physician 
to medical staff

Michele Streeter, M.D. has 
joined the medical staff of Heart 
of the Rockies Regional Medical 
Center and will specialize in medi-
cal and surgical treatment of the 
ear, nose and throat (ENT) at HR-
RMC Ear, Nose and Throat, 920 
Rush Drive, Salida.

Dr. Streeter is board-certified 
in otolaryngology by the Ameri-
can Board of Otolaryngology.  She 
earned her medical degree from the 
University of Colorado Health Sci-
ences Center in Denver, and com-
pleted a general surgery internship 
and otolaryngology head and neck 
surgery residency at the Univer-
sity of Kentucky Chandler Medical 
Center in Lexington, Kentucky.

Prior to moving to the Up-
per Arkansas Valley, Dr. Streeter 
worked for over three years as a 
hospital-employed physician for 
St. Thomas More Hospital and 
Centura Health Physician Group 
in Cañon City. Before that, she 
was a private-practice physician 
at Meadowcrest ENT and Facial 
Cosmetics Center in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia.

“Despite having lived across 
the USA and around the globe as 
a child in a military family, Colo-
rado has always been home,” said 
Streeter. “The mountains are in 

my blood, and I’m excited to be a 
part of the vibrant mountain com-
munity of Salida.  I look forward 
to partnering with HRRMC to pro-
vide high-quality healthcare to my 
new hometown neighbors.”

Dr. Streeter treats common 
ear, nose and throat conditions like 
hearing loss and tinnitus; chronic 
sinus disease; allergies; voice and 
upper swallowing disorders; head 
and neck cancer; and acute and 
chronic ear, nose and throat infec-
tions.

She also provides surgical 
services including tonsils and ad-
enoid removal, ear surgery (includ-
ing ear tubes), sinus surgery, nasal 
septoplasty, head and neck cancer 
removal, vocal surgery, skin cancer 
removal and reconstruction, and 
sleep apnea surgery. 

“HRRMC is fortunate to have 
Dr. Streeter on our medical staff,” 
said hospital CEO Bob Morasko. 
“She will provide a broad spectrum 
of ear, nose and throat services to 
our community.” 

Dr. Streeter will be located in 
the Wentz Foot and Ankle Special-
ists building on the hospital campus 
until HRRMC’s expansion project 
is complete in 2019. Call 719-530-
2000 to make an appointment or 
visit hrrmc.com for more info.

Michele Streeter, MD, is a board-certi�ed otolaryngologist who specializes 
in medical and surgical treatment of the ear, nose and throat (ENT). 

Conditions treated:
• Hearing loss and tinnitus
• Chronic sinus disease
• Allergies
• Voice and swallowing disorders
• Ear, nose and throat infections
• Head and neck cancer, including skin cancer

Common procedures:
• Tonsils and adenoid removal
• Ear surgery, including ear tubes
• Sinus surgery
• Nasal septoplasty
• Head and neck cancer removal
• Vocal surgery
• Sleep apnea surgery
• Skin cancer removal and reconstruction

HRRMC Ear, Nose and Throat 

Michele Streeter, MD

920 Rush Drive, Salida, CO 81201  •  719-530-2000  •  hrrmc.com
Located in the Wentz Foot and Ankle Specialists building on the hospital campus

Irish Poet Norah Tunney releases 
For this Reason Alone 

Crestone’s own Irish poet Norah Tunney has released a new book, 
For this Reason Alone, on sale in Crestone Merc and Amazon.  Norah Tun-
ney’s poetry arises from a deep devotion to the present moment to the in-
nocent beauty of things.  In her world the ordinary is extraordinary.  She 
invites the reader to see the shimmering holiness of being even in the ugli-
est place. Her poems reflect the quiet joy of a solitary spirit. Here we see a 
woman who would prefer to be a happy nobody than a serious somebody.    
Previous books are  Oh God To Be so Ravished (2017),  The Light in Every-
thing (2016, available on Amazon and in the Crestone Merc), The Touch of 
a Spark (2007), and Only a Breath Away (2006).

“For This Reason Alone” 
By Norah Tunney

Now on sale at the Crestone Mercantile  
and on Amazon 

Norah Tunney’s poems are incandescent. Light shines through 
her loves, losses, solitude and geographies. “For This Reason 
Alone” will be read and reread in our household.”   

 —M.L. Harrison Mackie, Poet

Norah Tunney is pleased to announce the release of her book For this Reason Alone.

Shoshannah  
& Helena!

F r o m  a l l  t h e 
E a g l e t t e s
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by Dr. Eric Weiss
It seems reasonable to most of 

us that all of the teeming multiplic-
ity that we experience in the world 
must have its origin and base in 
something One and Absolute.  As 
Sri Aurobindo puts it, “It takes a 
universe to explain any one thing, 
and it takes God to explain the uni-
verse.”

Of course, the One and Abso-
lute cannot be fully captured in lan-
guage.  Language is handy for dis-
tinguishing one thing from another, 
but that which transcends and in-
cudes all things, including language 
itself, can hardly be encompassed in 
words.  On the other hand, because 
we are, at least in part, mental be-
ings, our spiritual life is strongly 
conditioned by how we do, indeed, 
name the Unnameable.

One basic way of naming the 
Absolute is by assigning it a person-
ality.  This can be a specific person-
ality, as suggested by a religion, or 
it can be the Ultimate Person that 
transcends and includes all oth-
ers.  This is a profoundly important 
and adequate way naming the Un-
nameable.  We can never satisfy our 

hearts if we neglect to attend to the 
personal aspect of the Divine.

But it is good, too, to satisfy 
our minds.  How can think about 
the One, how can we name That in a 
way that satisfies our minds as well 
as our hearts?

The point I want to make this 
month is that our minds cannot be 
satisfied by naming the Absolute 
with a single name.  So we hear 
people saying that the Absolute is 
“Pure Consciousness,” or “Love,” or 
“Infinite Energy,” or even that the 
Absolute is “Matter.”  Each of these 
definitions captures something im-
portant, but such one-word charac-
terizations can never be adequate.  
How can any one attribute charac-
terize that One which is the source 
and container of all possible attri-
butes?

If we cannot adequately lan-
guage God with a single attribute, 
then how are we to proceed?  This 
will be the topic of next month’s col-
umn.

Please contact us at 719-256-
4917 for information about our 
ongoing classes or email eric@eric-
weiss.com.

Haidakhandi 
Universal 
Ashram news

by Ramloti
February was a full month 

with all-night chanting on Shiv-
aratri and a paduka puja honoring 
Shri Babaji on His Maha Samadhi, 
the day He left His body. I traveled 
to India on the 20th of February 
and will return at the beginning of 
March.

We will celebrate the Divine 
Mother Festival (Spring Navratri) 
from Sunday, March 18 through 
Monday, March 26. Each day we 
will have fire ceremonies at 10am, 
special pujas to the Divine Mother 
of the day at 8am, discourses from 
the Sri Mad Devi Bhagavatam, 

bhandaras, aaratis and chanting. We will honor our children on Sunday, 
March 25. We invite every one to attend any or all of the festivities. Call 
the Ashram at 719-256-4108 with any questions.

The full-moon fire ceremonies this month are on Thursday, March 
1 and Saturday March 31. The new-moon fire ceremony is on Saturday, 
March 17. The fire ceremonies begin at 10am and are followed by a meal. 
Morning aarati is at 7am and evening aarati is at 6pm. At 8am there is 
generally a small indoor fire ceremony when we do not have a large one. 
Call us at 719-256-4108 for proper protocol for attending fire ceremonies 
and any other questions.

Coming soon! 10th Annual Ashram On-Line Fundraising Auction, 
which will run from Friday, April 20 through Sunday, April 29. We now 
have the auction site up for your viewing at www.Biddingforgood/babaji-
ashram. In the past many of our local businesses have donated items and 
services for the auction. If you are able to do so this year, please let us know 
at info@babajiashram.org. or you may put your auction item up directly on 
the site. Your business logo or website will be displayed in all of the adver-
tising for the auction. It is a large part of our operating budget, so we thank 
you in advance for your support. 

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is full of wonderful items and more are 
always arriving: there are brass statues, hand-decorated deity candles, 
cloth items, earrings, bracelets, journals, oils, incense, purses, eye pil-
lows, Benares silks, soaps, and much more. We also have an overflowing 
amount of gently used clothes, which are 50% off this month. The shop is 
open every day from 10am until 5pm. We invite you to come in and look 
around. We deeply appreciate your support. If you mention this article 
you will receive 10% off your purchase, except for sale items. You may 
view some of what is in our shop on our website at http://mahalakshm-
ishop.wazala.com.

For more information about the Ashram, please visit our website 
at www.babajiashram.org. All are invited to our Ashram Board of Direc-
tors’ meeting. The next one is on Sunday, March 11 at 10am. Please call 
the Ashram for an agenda. We also invite you to visit the Ashram at any 
time. We love to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s home with others. 
Just drop by or give us a call at 719-256-4108.

Spring Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) 
at the Ashram from Sunday, March 
18 through Monday, March 26. All are 
welcome!

Sri Aurobindo  
Learning Center
Thinking about the Divine

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, 

prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs, 
crystals, books, purses, statues, 

clothes, Weleda products, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Open 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Spring  
Navratri 
Special

50% off all 
gently used 

suits, lunghis 
and saris.

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Anna Louise B. Stewart

Providing Heart  Centered Care  
in Crestone  since 2004

Specialty in the Abdomen, LMT, LCT

• Core Chi Transformation
Formerly Chi Nei Tsang
Energetic Clearing & Abdominal Unwinding

970.290.7710    AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
AnnaLouise.love
CoreChiTransformation.com

• Therapeutic Bodywork
Search & Rescue of Tension in the Body

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, March 14, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238,  Crestone ,  CO 81131
www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

“Death is a mirror in which the entire  
meaning of life is reflected.”        -Anonymous
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Colorado’s San Luis Valley: 
Sandhill cranes, spiritual sojourns, 
hot springs & much more

 In the weeks leading up to the 
first day of spring, Sandhill Cranes 
flock by the thousands into Colo-
rado’s San Luis Valley. It’s their an-
nual pit stop en route to their nest-
ing grounds further north. Birders 
travel from all over the country to 
witness the National Geographic-
type phenomenon, which for more 
than three decades has been cel-
ebrated with the annual Monte 
Vista Crane Festival (March 9-11, 
2018).

“But there’s more to do in 
March than crane viewing in the 
valley,” says Monte Vista resident 
Jenny Nehring, who heads up the 
all-volunteer Monte Vista Crane 
Festival Committee.  

The San Luis Valley is an ex-
plorer’s dream. Its checkerboard 
roads roll past old farm houses and 
vast fields, historic churches and 
Buddhist stupas. Past hot springs, 
UFO watchtowers and stunning 
rock formations. Past pronghorn, 
sage, rabbitbrush and prairie dog 
colonies. For the sports enthusiasts, 
there are snowshoeing, hiking, sand 
dune sledding and mountain biking. 
For food and culture enthusiasts, 
there are unique restaurants, busi-
nesses and events.

If you’re visiting the valley 
to see Sandhill Cranes in March, 
take a little extra time to check out 
these scenic drives. They’re rela-
tively short, and most roads are ar-
row-straight and well-maintained, 
with minimal traffic.

Mileage and routes are fig-
ured from the Town of Monte Vista.

Remember to keep a lookout 
for Sandhill Cranes along the way. 
“Cranes can be seen throughout 
the valley on farm fields and wet-
lands or even flying overhead in 
the thermals,” says Monte Vista 
National Wildlife Refuge manager 
Suzanne Beauchaine. “But to see 
the impressive gathering of several 
thousand birds, you’ll need to come 
to the refuge.” 

Drive #1: Great Sand Dunes 
National Park, UFO Watchtow-
er, Sand Dunes Recreation hot 
spring  

Mileage: 126 miles
Alamosa is on the way to and 

from the Sand Dunes and provides 
something for just about every-
one. The Garden Spot retail store 
is great for gardening enthusiasts, 
while the Rainbow Thrift Store of-
fers a great selection of gently-used, 
small-town treasures (the Naza-
rene Thrift Store in Monte Vista 
also has an interesting selection). 
There’s even something for beer 
enthusiasts, who can belly up to 
the bar at a few of the area’s farm-
to-tap breweries: Colorado Farm 
Brewery, San Luis Valley Brewing 
and Square Peg Brewerks. The 
Colorado Farm Brewery is hosting 
a pre-opening for the crane festi-
val and will be serving a specially 
brewed crane beer. Kristi Moun-
tain Sports is another must-stop to 
rent a sandboard, sled or ski rental 
for gliding across the dunes.

Great Sand Dunes National 
Park is about 40 minutes from Ala-
mosa. Be sure to stop by park head-
quarters for information about the 

best stops and current weather con-
ditions. Take warm layers to wear, 
water and snacks. After the dunes, 
check out the UFO Watchtower on 
Highway 17 in Hooper. Owner Judy 
Messoline loves chatting about al-
iens, UFO sightings and the pur-
ported parallel-universe portals in 
her rock garden.  

Round out your trip with a 
hot soak at the Sand Dunes Swim-
ming Pool in Mosca. “If you arrive 
before dusk, you’ll be soaking while 
watching sunset on the sand dunes 
and Sangre de Cristo Mountains,” 
Beauchaine says. The pool’s grill 
serves surprisingly tasty food, and 
there’s an adult area with a wine 
and beer bar. 

Drive #2: Del Norte, Ele-
phant Rocks, Penitente Canyon, 
La Garita and Saguache

Distance: 132 miles
Stop for an early breakfast in 

Del Norte at Boogie’s or the Mystic 
Biscuit. While Boogie’s is no-frills, 
the Mystic Biscuit has an eclectic 
vibe and serves specialty coffees. 
Made of adobe, cordwood and color-
ed-glass, the restaurant is the prod-
uct of one local couple’s labor of love.  

The next stop is Elephant 
Rocks, a 378-acre natural area 
about eight miles north of Del 
Norte at the base of the San Juan 
Mountains. The area’s massive 
boulders are remnants from one of 
Earth’s largest recorded volcanic 
eruptions some 28 million years 
ago. Wide dirt roads, relatively 
flat terrain and interesting geology 
make it great for exploring. “It’s a 
magical and quiet place to wander 
and one of the best places to see the 
first mountain bluebirds of spring,” 
Nehring says.   

Penitente Canyon is about five 
miles north of Elephant Rocks. In 
the 1880s, the Spanish religious sect 
Los Hermanos Penitentes sought 
solitude in the canyon. These days, 
it’s a popular destination for rock 
climbing, hiking and mountain bik-
ing. Look for signs to wagon tracks 

from the Old Spanish Trail and a 
bright-blue rock painting of the Vir-
gin of Guadalupe along the canyon’s 
100-foot walls.

Stop for lunch at the nearby 
La Garita Gas Station, which serves 
one of the valley’s best burgers. The 
station’s proprietor says her secret 
recipe will be passed on to the new 
owner when she sells the store—it’s 
that good. Make sure to check the 
station’s hours before going. The 
historic San Juan Catholic Spiritu-
al Center and cemetery are just up 
the road, offering unimpeded views 
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
and a beautiful rosary and medita-
tion walk that are sure to calm the 
troubled soul.

If there’s time, visit the Sa-
guache County Museum (open till 
4pm) in Saguache. The museum 
is in an 1870 adobe building that 
has served as a school, courthouse 
and residence for jail-keepers and 
their families. Museum docents 
are knowledgeable about the area’s 
Native American, Spanish and 
railroad history—and the infamous  
Alferd Packer, who allegedly mur-
dered and ate parts of his traveling 
companions. 

 Drive #3: Crestone, Villa 
Grove, Villa Grove and Joy-
ful Journey or Valley View hot 
springs

Mileage: 139 miles,
Crestone is a small village nes-

tled at the base of some of the tall-
est peaks in Colorado. The area is 
a popular destination for summer 
hiking and spiritual sojourns. There 
are more than two dozen spiritual 
centers in Crestone and the nearby 
Baca Grande community represent-
ing virtually every walk of faith—
from Hinduism and New Age to 
Christianity, Buddhism and Native 
American teachings. Most centers 
are open to the public. Some even 
have ongoing events such as even-
ing chants, devotionals, meditation 
instruction, mass and feast gather-
ings. Visit Saguache.org for more 
information. The town has several 
restaurants, including a brew pub 
for a cool one.

To finish calming your soul, go 
for a soak at one of the nearby hot 
springs. But stop first in Villa Grove 
for some light shopping (there are 
only two stores in town!). Always 
Azul Pottery sells handcrafted pot-
tery, jewelry and other décor, while 
Villa Grove Trade and General 
Store across the street sells food, 
specialty coffee and knickknacks. “I 
love my Sandhill Crane travel mug 
from Always Azul, which I bought 
at the Crane Festival,” Beauchaine 
says.

Hot spring options include 
Joyful Journey, Valley View and 
Sand Dunes Swimming Pool. Val-
ley View has stunning views of the 
entire San Luis Valley. Enjoy!

Meditation area for the San Juan Catholic Spiritual Center in La Garita.  Just one of 
many great places to see as you tour the San Luis Valley.          photo by Ruthanne Johnson 

Hearing Aid Services www.coloradohearingaid.com

• Free Hearing Tests available by appointment        • Walk-ins welcome

Our Specials Our Locations
Entry Level Hearing device Special
• $895 per hearing aid     
• This device will fit your budget to get you 

back in the conversation!

SoundLens In the Canal Hearing Aids
• 100% custom made to fit your ear
• Self Learning, SoundLens gradually and 

automatically learns patient volume 
control preferences

• $500 Off advanced digital hearing aids

EARS 2 U
Alamosa Office
2101 Main Street, Alamosa
719-587-9820

Pagosa Springs Office
190 Talisman Drive, Ste C-3 
Pagosa Springs
970-731-4554

http://www.coloradohearingaid.com
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Born for a destiny
This message was received by Pastor Earl LeRoy 

from Jesus the Christ through a revelation from the Holy Spirit.
“Walking in the Spirit is not about thinking, but following. Thinking 

is an act of the mind. Following the Holy Spirit is an act of the spirit. The 
mind of man is part of the soul - that includes your will and emotions. Your 
freewill is determined through your soul and to walk in the Spirit requires 
a choice that your mind must decide to choose.

The mind of man has been called the battlefield of man because it 
is connected both to the world and to the spirit of man. The will of man 
chooses what path a man will take and determine his destiny. The flesh 
cannot please God because the flesh does not operate in faith. Without faith 
it is impossible to please God.

We created man to walk with Us in Glory. This can only be accom-
plished when the Kingdom of Heaven is established in the earth and man 
is led by Our Spirit. Because the evil one has deceived man to live by the 
flesh and its limitations, the vast majority of people are born, live and die 
never knowing the power and authority that could be at their disposal to 
create good, and be the Light of the world. I walked the earth in power and 
authority, led by the Holy Spirit. The works that I did are only an example 
of what every believer can do by following the Holy Spirit.

To walk in the Spirit and Our Glory you must have the desire and the 
heart to do so. Rely on Us to provide the power and direction to do good, 
and destroy the works of the devil that are devastating people everywhere.

A son or daughter is born for a destiny and a legacy. When a person is 
born again of the Spirit of God they enter into the Kingdom of Light with 
unlimited potential, unlimited resources, unlimited joy and unlimited Glo-
ry. To utilize all of the gifts of this inheritance one must leave the desires of 
the flesh and embrace the Spirit of Truth, love and grace.

You are engaged in the battle of Light vs darkness whether you know 
it or not, like it or not. I have already overcome every obstacle and every 
trap that the enemy will ever set. I know his tactics. I will show you how to 
defend against his attacks and strike him back by living in the Fruit of the 
Spirit and operating in the Gifts of the Spirit.

Victory is yours in Me. My Glory is always offered to you in abun-
dance. Everyone has a choice: be a victim or an overcomer. Deny your flesh; 
take up your cross and follow Me. Delight yourself in Me and I will give 
you the desires of your heart. Live the life of your dreams and walk in My 
Spirit, mercy and love, and you will walk in My abundant joy.”  Abba

Visiting Angels of SW Colorado 
receives 2018 Best of Home 
Care – Leader in Excellence Award

Visiting Angels of SW Colorado announced today that it received 
the distinguished Best of Home Care – Leader in Excellence Award from 
Home Care Pulse, the leading firm in quality assurance for home care. The 
Leader in Excellence Award is the highest recognition awarded by Home 
Care Pulse and is given to select home 
care businesses that consistently rank 
among the very highest in 15 or more 
quality metrics. As a Leader in Excel-
lence, Visiting Angels is now ranked 
among the top 4-5% of home care pro-
viders participating in the Home Care 
Pulse Satisfaction Management Pro-
gram.

This accomplishment demon-
strates Visiting Angels’ long-term dedi-
cation to excellent care and quality im-
provement. To qualify for this award, 
clients and caregivers were interviewed 
each month by Home Care Pulse. Over 
a 12-month period, Visiting Angels re-
ceived high client and caregiver satisfaction ratings in areas such as car-
egiver training, compassion of caregivers, communication, scheduling, cli-
ent/caregiver compatibility, etc. Using feedback from clients and employees, 
as well as quality benchmarks from Home Care Pulse, the agency’s manage-
ment team set goals to reach the highest level of excellence possible.

To find out more about Visiting Angels’ commitment to excellence, 
please visit visitingangels.com/southwestcolorado or call 970-264-5991. 

Keeping Seniors Safe & Independent

970-264-5991

Proud to serve our SLV Veterans
and the Crestone Area

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Bible Study Thursdays       6:00 pm                       
Prayer Services Mon & Fri       10:00 am                   
Food Bank Tuesdays     2-4 pm
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday  8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

Hello Neighbor! 
High-Speed Broadband Internet and Telephone Service

719-852-3538   www.ciello.com

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

22+ Years 
Experience

Call/Text Jyoti 310-924-9223
email: jyoti@IgniteYourInnerFlame.com

Complete information on website:
IgniteYourInnerFlame.com

Jyoti Linda Stuart
E-RYT 500

Master Instructor
iRest Certified

PRIVATE  YOGA INSTRUCTION
Therapeutic and Healing Workshops & Retreats

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.ciello.com
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
mailto:jyoti@IgniteYourInnerFlame.com
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Harvest of the Month event at Moffat School
The cafeteria 

in Moffat School 
was covered with 
farmer stories, a 
map showing the 
distance different 
foods traveled to 
reach the school, 
and quinoa plants 
amidst balloons 
and streamers last 
Wednesday as sur-
prised students filed 
in for lunch. Mof-
fat’s first Harvest 
of the Month event 
was being held in 
recognition of the 
school’s effort to of-
fer locally produced 
foods. 

Charity Gal-
legos, Food Service 
Director and Assistant Business 
Manager, led the effort to bring 
in San Luis Valley produce. “Mof-
fat School is very excited about our 
participation in the Farm to School 
Program. We feel very fortunate to 
engage in this program with the 
help of our local farmers. The farm-
ers are such an important and vital 
part of our local community and 
economy, and this gives the stu-
dents a chance to experience the 
food and learn about local farms.”

The local food samples con-
sisted of a quinoa stuffing, sourced 
from White Mountain Farm 
(Mosca), as well as a stuffed por-
tobello mushroom and Havarti 
cheese dish. The mushrooms came 
from the Colorado Mushroom Farm 

(Alamosa) and the cheese from Laz 
Ewe 2 Bar Goat Dairy (west of Del 
Norte). 

Both samples were expertly 
prepared by Roberta Rosa-Sch-
neider, Moffat’s Special Educa-
tion Aide and Point of Sale for the 
cafeteria, and Jodi Anderson, the 
school’s Business Manager. Galle-
gos and members of the SLV Farm 
to School Task force handed out the 
samples.

Though some students had 
never tried quinoa, others said that 
their parents prepare it frequent-
ly at home. Elementary students 
tended to be averse to the mush-
room dish, however high school-
ers were more inclined to try it—
some grabbing multiple samples 

throughout the lunch period. Mof-
fat senior Ryker Poor had this to 
say: “This Farm to School event has 
introduced students to food they 
have never tried. At first they did 
not want to try it, and I told them 
to just take a taste. They liked it 
after they tried it, and that was 
awesome. It is all grown locally too, 
and that is so good.”

At the end of the lunch peri-
od, students were able to vote with 
marbles on how they felt about 
the samples, from “I loved it!” 
to “I don’t know . . . but I’ll try it 
again!” The “I loved it!” jar received 
the most votes overall as they con-
versed with Angela Haynie of the 
Integrated Nutrition Education 
Program 

The Farm to School movement 
in the San Luis Valley is gaining 
momentum with support from the 
SLV Farm to School Task Force, a 
partnership between the SLV Local 
Foods Coalition, Cooking Matters, 
the Integrated Nutrition Educa-
tion Program (INEP), and the Val-
ley Educational Gardens Initiative 
(VEGI). Funding from a USDA 
Farm to School grant is supporting 
schools’ farm-to-table efforts.

Moffat’s next farm-to-table 
event will be held on the first Satur-
day in April and will be open to the 
community. Yak and bison will be 
donated by the Slade family ranch 
in Moffat. Mark your calendars 
now for the “Yak Attack” at Moffat 
Schools so you don’t miss out!

“I absolutely love the work of assessment. It is 
challenging, complex, with a large database always in 
motion. I am blessed to have met and worked with a 
wonderful mix of people from all over the county, and 
indeed, all around the state.

I would be honored to be given the opportunity to 
serve Saguache County for four more years. Thank you 
for your vote.”

Look for Peter Peterson’s Facebook page coming soon!

•  Six years working in  
Assessor’s office
• Three years as Assessor
• Has increased efficiency  & 
accessibility of Assessor’s office
• Is implementing new methods 
for identifying & including 
properties in database
• During time in office, 
Assessor’s Department has 
won excellent ratings from 
independent auditors

Peter Peterson  
for Saguache County Assessor

Charity Gallegos (strawberry) and Roberta Rosa (green pea) pose 
with Marie Velazquez before the event begins.  photo by Brandon Cox

Mandy Wilner, Harvest of the Month Coordinator, quizzes students with questions 
about quinoa.   photo by Brandon Cox
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Saguache County School District 
Knowledge Bowl teams all abuzz

by Lyndal Smith
Moffat, Mountain Valley and 

Center School districts all received 
new game buzzers for their Knowl-
edge Bowl teams through a gener-
ous donation from the Eileen G. 
Kerr Children’s Foundation.  Previ-
ous to this, all three districts have 
been using either old, damaged 
equipment or have simply had to 
slap the table to “answer in” at 
team practices because they lacked 
funding for the buzzers. All the ta-
ble slapping makes for a really loud 
practice and it is tremendously dif-
ficult to determine what team or 
individual has responded first to 
the reader’s questions using this 
method. 

Because of this, these teams 
were at a bit of a disadvantage at 
the regional SLV league competi-
tions held each month at Adams 
State University. There are nuances 
with buzzers and special procedures 
with the machines that provide 

teams who are familiar with the 
buzzer system a bit of an advan-
tage. The newly purchased buzzers 
for Saguache County districts oper-
ate using the same regulated sys-
tem that competitors would find at 
state competition in Fort Collins on 
the Colorado State University cam-
pus. The new buzzers also help the 
league out as a whole because the 
systems can be brought down and 
used at monthly ASU competitions. 
SLV league teams and particularly 
readers can familiarize themselves 
with the updated machinery so it is 
not new to them if they should ad-
vance to state. In spite of the rela-
tive small size of our local schools 
as compared to big Front Range 
schools, our league is strong one at 
state competitions so everyone ben-
efits from this generous donation. 
The Colorado State Knowledge Bowl 
Competition will be in mid-March at 
CSU in Fort Collins.  Good luck to 
all of our SLV League competitors!

Moffat students “Rise Up”  
to attend Hamilton

by Emma Smith
There is a buzz 

filling the halls of Mof-
fat School. Students 
and teachers alike are 
discussing a once-in-
a-lifetime opportunity 
which they have been 
offered: Moffat stu-
dents will have the 
chance to meet the 
cast and watch a per-
formance of the Tony, 
Grammy, and Pulitzer 
Prize award winning 
Broadway show, Ham-
ilton. The play, written 
and produced by Lin 
Manuel Miranda, follows the unlikely story of an underprivileged young 
man who, despite all odds, rises above the poverty and oppression of his 
community to follow his dreams to the top. Along the way Alexander 
Hamilton becomes involved in political, social, and philosophical debates 
that cement him as one of our nation’s greatest minds and most influen-
tial leaders. 

The truths of hardship and change woven throughout this play still 
hold true to many of our nation’s underprivileged youth. In hopes to cre-
ate awareness and spark change, Gilder Lehrman Institute of American 
History (GLI) and the Rockefeller Foundation teamed up with the Broad-
way production to create the Hamilton Education Project. Moffat School 
started the application process for GLI’s educational project in March of 
2017. In January of 2018, Moffat received an invitation for a number of 
its high school students to participate in the program on March 21 at the 
Buell Theatre in Denver. 

Upon requirements of GLI, students will begin learning from an in-
tense curriculum, in which they must research primary documents, ana-
lyze historical accounts about Hamilton, and investigate the complexity 
and birth of America’s political democracy. Once the preliminary stages of 
research have been reviewed, students must then create a relevant, per-
sonalized rap, song, poem or prose piece which will be submitted to GLI for 
possible selection as a performance during the student workshop presenta-
tions at the Buell Theater. 

The day of the play, Moffat teens will meet with other students from 
across the state who come from similar, underserved schools and communi-
ties. Students will meet with the cast and crew of Hamilton. After a Q&A 
with the cast, students will perform projects selected by GLI. This full cir-
cle opportunity brings to life the theme and heart of the play; it is a unique 
opportunity that highlights the voices of our community’s young adults 
and the future leaders of our country. 

After the morning theatre workshop students will then see the perfor-
mance of a lifetime. For many of the young adults in our community, this 
will be an eye-opening experience. With the excitement of such an oppor-
tunity it is easy to overlook the fact that for some of them even the simpler 
aspects of this trip are first-time experiences. It might be the first time 
some have stayed in a hotel in the heart of a city as well the first time some 
will ride an escalator. Some will be visiting our state Capitol for the first 
time as well. The chance GLI has provided the students of Moffat School 
reaches beyond classrooms, professional workshop settings, and Broadway 
stages; it spills over educational lessons and impacts social and personal 
aspects of our students’ lives.

Since this unique opportunity happens over spring break, Moffat 
hopes to spend two nights in downtown Denver. Students will then have 
the chance to tour the State Capitol and see how the legacy of Hamilton 
and the vision of our founding mothers and fathers throughout history 
lives on today in our own state legislature. By the end of this experience, it 
is the hope of GLI and Moffat educators that students harness the power 
they hold to create change through educational and social involvement. 
Hamilton, the man and the production, proves that with hard work, de-
termination, and the will to create a better, more secure life for yourself 
and your community, there is always a way to rise above hardship and cre-
ate change.  Perhaps Lin Manuel-Miranda’s Hamilton says it best, “—I’m 
young, scrappy, and hungry, and I am not throwing away my shot.”

Anyone who would like to donate to this special event may do so by 
visiting donorschoose.org.

Moffat School News is 
sponsored by

Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Monte Vista
852-5991

Trust & Strength Since 1899

Knowledge Bowl students gather together for a quick photo after a long day of competi-
tion. 

Moffat High School students who have a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to attend a Hamilton performance in 
Denver.

Accepting consignments daily

Winter Hours:
              Mon - Sat 10am-6pm  • ❉ •  Sunday 10am-5pm

Men’s and Women’s Clothing & Accessories

Furniture, Housewares, & Home Decor
222 F Street, Salida

(719) 539-4580

312 E. Main Buena Vista
(719) 966-5159

134 F Street, Salida
(719) 539-5490

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Dear Chuck performed  
at Crestone Charter School

by Ayla Sirois, 
CCS 10th grade student
The Crestone Charter Mid-

dle and High School production 
of “Dear Chuck” took place at the 
Crestone Charter School over the 
weekend of January 21 and 22. 
Bill Roberts, who has been known 
to put on extraordinary plays, with 
the help of the Crestone Charter 
School, was the director. 

“Dear Chuck”, which included 
six middle schoolers and two high 
schoolers, is a wholesome coming-
of-age story about teenagers find-
ing themselves while navigating 
through life as a young adult. In the 
play a variety of issues are covered, 
including a group of teenagers com-
municating with a “wannabe” spe-
cial someone, coping with the loss 
of a classmate, and battling con-
trolling parents. People in the audi-
ence said it was not only emotion-
ally touching, but it also made them 
reminisce about their own childhood 
joys, pains, and aspirations. 

When asked about the script 
and if it was challenging to bring it 
to life, the cast admitted acting out 
some of the more unrealistic scenes 
was hard. However, further analy-
sis of the hidden meanings and 
themes in the script made them ap-
preciate their task more. Bill Rob-
erts also came up in the conversa-
tion, and even though he’s said to be 
intense and stubborn, the cast also 
said that he was funny, patient at 
times, and was willing to work with 
their ideas. He was right there with 
them through the whole process 
and helped them develop as young 
actors and actresses. 

Even though it was a short but 
challenging play, the students in-
volved delivered not one, but two out-
standing performances to an audience 
who seemed more than appreciative.

From left to right: Caroline Anderson, Monit Meisman, Lilith Safford, Rosie Catinella, 
Noah Beljaars and Uma Long. photo by Lori Nagel

Caroline Anderson, Uma Long, Ayla Tieder, Lilith Safford and Rosie Catinella.
 photo by Lori Nagel

The Crestone Charter School News
 is sponsored by:

A supporter of the Crestone Eagle’s 
important community service.

10% off
Second

Sundays

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
  
9am-10am Lap Swim    10am-10pm Open Swim.  
Phone:   719-378-2807
Address:1991 Co. Rd. 63, Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

March Lap Swimming: 9am-10am Daily

Crestone
719-256-4498

~ Repairs

St. Patricks Day menu 

Corn Beef and Cabbage

Homemade Vegetarian Irish Sausage Stew

Monday thru Saturday 7AM to 6PM and Sunday 8AM to 5PM
17396 Hwy 17                        719-256-6000

When you shop 
with our 

advertisers, 
let them know 

you saw their ad 
in the 

Crestone Eagle!

http://www.s


Page 26 • The Crestone Eagle • March, 2018 www.crestoneeagle.com

by David Nicholas
(Editor’s note: We all thought 

that David was retiring. But he 
still has the itch, and fan readers 
were disappointed when he called 
it quits.  So now we introduce “The 
Quarterly Report” where David will 
bring us political junkies up to speed 
every three months. Welcome sorta 
back! —kz)

In the break since I wrote the 
last monthly column, it’s been nag-
ging me that I called it quits too soon 
while there is still unfinished busi-
ness. Mr. Trump is unfinished busi-
ness and America is changing be-
cause of who he is and what he does. 
And while he occupies the office of 
President, there is the possibility 
that his sheer incompetence, lying 
arrogance and carelessness can get 
us all killed. The only way to ensure 
this doesn’t happen is to watch him 
like a hawk while preparing for ac-
tion come the midterms. 

This is a crucial time in 
American history. There has been 
no President like this one. Amer-
ica is at the edge of becoming an 
autocracy, a dictatorship and this 
President is showing how easily 
this can happen. Democracy only 
works if we all agree that it should. 
The written word is at best guid-
ance. We all need to agree that it 
has weight in the way we behave 
toward one another. 

The Constitution is under 
pressure. The big lesson is not to 
get used to Mr. Trump’s behavior or 
to accept it as an inevitable course. 
Even Nixon had scruples about the 
office of President, even when he 
sought to abuse it. This one has no 
such scruples. 

That said, this is primary sea-
son. Primaries have either begun or 
are beginning for people contesting 
sitting members of Congress around 
the country, and it’s looking good. 
For Democrats. 

Dems slated to win big in 
November

Yes, it seems early but there 
is no time to lose or to become com-
placent. The President’s poll num-
bers are beginning to uptick due to 
the so-called tax reform passed in 
December last year. The effort is 
crucial because Democrats are as-
cendant. 

Come Wednesday, Novem-
ber 7, the day after the mid-terms, 
we are likely to find Democrats in 
control of the House and Senate in 
Congress. The signs are there. This 
assessment comes from the spe-
cial elections held on February 6 
in some red states, seats that were 
considered safely GOP went to the 
Democrats. All of them without ex-
ception. In some seats the swing in 
the margin of victory was as high as 
27%. These wild swings in Iowa and 
Wisconsin carrying over into the 
mid-terms could see GOP luminar-
ies such as Speaker Paul Ryan be-
ing shown the door. 

The news is that both former 
Attorney-General Eric Holder and 
President Barack Obama are work-
ing up strategies for Dems to eke 

out victo-
ries in red 
GOP states. That the former Presi-
dent is getting politically active has 
many saying it’s about time, while 
most Dems are smiling. 

Never again: Parkland, 
Florida

On a good day Broward County 
is sunny and warm in winter. Park-
land, on the outskirts of Ft. Laud-
erdale, is preoccupied with living 
the good life. This is where Trump 
voters live. 

Wednesday afternoon, Febru-
ary 14, it became a national byline 
for the evening narrative and like-
ly for the next week or so before it 
fades into the background. At time 
of writing, 17 are dead and 12 in-
jured at the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School by 19-year-old 
Nikolas Cruz, an ex-student, using 
an AR-15 rifle. 

Immediately this massacre 
had the NRA gun lobby in a political 
panic. They want gun-lobby-funded 
lawmakers to head off the expected 
public anger by ensuring a focus 
on “real issues” (fake news). Issues 
such as mental health and/or ramp-
ing up security at schools by arming 
teachers, and other bunk to ensure 
nothing happens to curb their pow-
er on the legislative front.

Mr. Trump did his job to make 
sure nothing would come from his 
White House to advocate for safe 
gun legislation. His remarks are in 
line with his pathetic insincerity. 
You couldn’t expect anything more 
from him. 

It appeared that as usual this 
would be just so much pie-in-the-
sky. But this time something hap-
pened.

What did change were the 
millennials, the kids still in high 
school—the latest targets of mass 
shooters—who used their instinc-
tive media savvy. Thus the narra-
tive this time was not about mental 
health but about guns. It’s time to 
retire the baby-boomers in Con-
gress, and millennials will make the 
difference. 

Students from Marjory Stone-
man Douglas (named after a jour-
nalist turned Florida environmen-
talist and activist) created Never 
Again, a movement to go after the 
gun lobby. They also announced that 
the March for Our Lives is happen-
ing on March 24. If you can make 
the trip, go. 

Immigration reform dead 
for 2018

Congress had three shots at 
this on February 14, but DACA 
“Dreamers” were hung out to dry. 
Mr. Trump spoke with a forked 
tongue about caring for these young 
people for months. He really never 
cared because it was President 
Obama’s policy. And anything Presi-
dent Obama championed is anath-
ema to Mr. Trump.

Senators rejected two biparti-
san measures, including one written 
by Senators John McCain (R-AZ), 
and Chris Coons (D-DE). The meas-
ure would have granted legal status 

to Dreamers and provided billions 
of dollars to boost border security—
but not immediately, as Trump re-
quested. The plan failed 52 to 47, 
short of the 60 votes needed. 

Senators also rejected a bill by 
Senator Patrick J. Toomey (R-PA) to 
punish “sanctuary” municipalities 
that refuse to help enforce immigra-
tion laws. That bill failed 54 to 45.

The third bill was a version 
advocated by the White House 
proposed by Mr. Trump and spon-
sored by Senator Al Grassley (R-
IA) which had four points. The bill, 
which would have committed $25 
billion for a wall along the border 
with Mexico, placed strict limits on 
legal immigration, ended the diver-
sity visa lottery and offered 1.8 mil-
lion Dreamers an eventual path to 
citizenship. The legislation received 
only 39 votes; 11 Republicans didn’t 
vote for it.

So, where are we? Nobody 
could answer this at time if writing. 
Not good news for 800,000 regis-
tered DACA Dreamers whose time 
to legally stay in America expires on 
March 5.

He went to Davos
He went to the annual World 

Economic Forum in Davos, Switzer-
land January 23-26 and in his man-
ner stated that America was open 
for business on his terms. In short, 
he spoke. He was politely applaud-
ed—no standing ovation—and as 
quickly forgotten. Having spoken, 
Mr. Trump then immediately set off 
back to DC to prepare for the State 
of the Union address a day later on 
January 30, which had the Presi-
dent talking for an hour and thirty 
minutes, saying even less than at 
Davos.

Blowing in and out of inter-
national gatherings is the way he 
does things, but most world leaders 
have his number now and generally 
shrug it off. 

The speech was unremark-
able, and other than meeting face 
to face with Israeli Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu, whose po-
litical days appear numbered due 
to charges of corruption, he made 
few friends and offended many oth-
ers. At the Netanyahu meeting, Mr. 
Trump brayed that all US funding 
to the Palestinian Authority would 
be cut if they didn’t return to the 
negotiating table and obey their 
Israeli masters. He said that as a 
world leader he had solved the Jeru-
salem question and thus it was “off 
the table.” It was pretty ugly and in-
appropriate for Davos because this 
meeting is all about schmoozing 
and making nice. As we know, Mr. 
Trump ain’t into schmoozing.

The big hit this year was the 
architect of the Chinese Road and 
Belt Initiative economist Liu He. 
This made this the second year in a 
row that China topped the agenda 
at Davos. Essentially, a second op-
portunity wasted by Mr. Trump to 
establish his foreign policy bona 
fides. 

The big talk at the Swiss ski 
resort which plays host to billion-
aires and the richly endowed was 
why “Melania” was a no-show. FLO-
TUS stayed away for the good rea-
son of being in an ugly marriage, 
but that’s for another time. 

Trump trade as foreign 
policy

I am writing a lot about this 
now and will in the future because 
it’s the only area where Mr. Trump 
can act without going through Con-
gress to initiate and apply policy. 
The idea is, when it comes to trade, 
the administration holds the trump 
cards (pardon the pun) and so is in 
the driver’s seat.

The problem with Mr. Trump’s 
idea of foreign trade is based upon 
the imperial supposition that eve-
ryone wants to trade with America 
and if so and from now on it will be 
on terms favorable to America. Put-
ting America first as he says. 

The problem is that this was 
true in the 1980s and the 1990s and 
the 2000s but most foreign-owned 
companies who want to trade with 
us are already providing goods and 
services to us, trade agreements or 
no trade agreements. So, putting 
America first in short—if every 
trade agreement is to be renegotiat-
ed, then the only advantage we have 
is to place tariffs on products we im-
port if corporations or countries are 
leery of Mr. Trump’s terms. But we 
are no longer perceived as the mar-
ket that countries and corporations 
are lining up to want a piece. 

Ripping up existing trade 
agreements like NAFTA and KO-
RUS (Republic of Korea, United 
States Free Trade Agreement), de-
manding better terms for us, plays 
well among Mr. Trump’s ignorant 
base. But with folks in Iowa, Wis-
consin and in border states north 
and south who depend on trade, 
they don’t quite see it that way. 

Take NAFTA, the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. 
The Trump administration had an-
ticipated the agreement would be 
renegotiated and completed by the 
beginning of last December. Talks 
broke down in November and sub-
sequent weekly meetings in 2018 so 
far have yielded little. 

Both major nations—Canada 
and Mexico—in this agreement 
with the U.S. are only too happy to 
take their time. 

Mexico is in no rush because 
their major exports to us are agri-
cultural, including cherry tomatoes 
and corn for Kellogg’s Corn Flakes. 
Mexican exports are also used in 
manufacturing, cars and car parts 
and include oil imports. But Mexi-
can manufacturing of cars and car 
parts are for various manufacturers 
in the United States. So, forcing tar-
iffs on produce and car parts pun-
ishes us rather than evening up the 
balance of trade. Essentially, this is 
not bringing jobs back to America. 

Then, Canada is equally in 
the driver’s seat. Tariffs on lumber 
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imports from Canada, which sup-
ply the home construction industry 
in New England, mid-Atlantic and 
midwestern states, again punishes 
new homebuyers here. If tariffs were 
to be increased it would increase do-
mestic prices and be passed on to 
the customer. We simply don’t have 
the forests to cut down to replace 
the huge timber demand, and piss-
ing off Canada means they can look 
west to China to sell these products.

This stalling and obfuscating 
is driving the US Trade Represent-
ative, Robert Lighthizer crazy. It’s 
throwing out his anally retentive 
time table. US Trade Rep is a cabi-
net position, so Mr. Lighthizer has 
to negotiate with all the other Free 
Trade Agreements. Korea and Chi-
na are privately delighted with the 
mess Mr. Lighthizer finds himself 
in, and they are taking advantage of 
his preoccupations. Mr. Lighthizer 
hates China, and the way the Peo-
ple’s Republic does business, with 
an anti-communist passion. 

The way China does business 
is to sign an initial deal to buy goods 
and services at prices good for pro-
ducers, usually with short-term 
contracts, usually a year, which is 
pretty basic. But when it comes time 
to renegotiate a contract they want 
a piece of the action. That is, China 
gets to buy a share of the business 
or else it lowers its purchase price to 
levels below the going market rate. 
A case in point is the U.S. sorghum 
crop where China is the major im-
porter of this grain. China has been 
denied rights to invest in going con-
cerns. Thus, sorghum is trading at 
the lowest price farmers have seen 
in years. 

So Mr. Lighthizer decided in 
January to start a trade war with 
both China and South Korea by plac-
ing tariffs on washing machines and 
solar panels. The washing machine 
tariff hits South Korea’s Samsung; 
China ships solar panels mainly to 
Canada, then they are sold in the 
U.S. This was an opening salvo. The 
PRC considers this a hostile act and 
they will be looking to retaliate se-
riously if the administration places 
high tariffs on Chinese steel and 
aluminum products. 

The Department of Commerce 
on February 16 decided to recom-
mend massive increases. The White 
House will decide whether to act on 
the recommendations by mid-April.

If China decided to play hard-
ball they could lay waste to our 
economy by deciding to stop buy-
ing America’s one-, two-, and three-
year bonds. At last count in mid-
February China has $1.18 trillion 
in bonds. The current interest rate 
is likely to increase in coming days 
to over 3%, payable every 30 days. 
$1.18 trillion x .03% = $35.4 billion.

Worse, Republicans have de-
cided to increase the budget deficit 
by passing a massive increase in 
budget spending in mid-January. 
The budget that was passed with 
Democratic support, along with the 

tax reform package in December, is 
estimated to blow out the deficit to 
$2.17 trillion in two years. The only 
way to cover that debt is to sell U.S. 
bonds. Right now China and Japan 
have the money to buy those bonds 
in any massive quantity. 

So, if China decides to take 
the money, rather than rollover the 
loans, because of Mr. Lighthizer’s 
histrionics, we are screwed. Royally 
screwed. We will see. 

Parades
There is nothing quite like a 

military parade to stir the juices of 
patriotism. I make a point of watch-
ing military parades on YouTube 
every year. The reason I watch, 
other than the pomp and circum-
stance, is that this is when the 
autocratic leaders announce their 
military intentions for the coming 
year. The three I watch when avail-
able are the annual Russian May 
Day (May 1) parade presided over 
by President Putin; the Chinese 
military parades, presided over by 
the Chairman of the Chinese Mili-
tary Committee Xi Jinping, who is 
also the President of China; and the 
British Trooping of the Color, the of-
ficial Queen’s birthday. 

All of these require military 
precision and months of rehearsal 
just to make sure no one stuffs it 
up. Both the Russian and Chinese 
have lots of goose-stepping made 
famous by Nazis at Nuremburg in 
the 1930s, best seen in Leni Riefen-
stahl’s Triumph of the Will (1936). 
The British ceremony has horses 
who can walk backwards and troops 
who pass by the English sovereign 
in review, first in slow-time then in 
quick-time. A great tourist attrac-
tion in London in June.

By contrast, America likes all 
kinds of parades. July 4 parades in 
small towns throughout America; 
the inauguration of the President 
on January 20 every four years; 
tickertape parades; Macy’s Thanks-
giving Day parade; the state funer-
als of Presidents (the best of these 
was John F. Kennedy’s); as well 
as the burial ceremonies carried 
out by the Old Guard at Arlington 
Cemetery. 

These details come to mind 
when Mr. Trump announced that 
he wants a Mussolini moment on 
Pennsylvania Avenue to review the 
troops showing off the latest weap-
onry, probably on Veterans’ Day, No-
vember 11. Estimates are that this 
parade will cost approximately $30 
million. This would include tanks 
and latest military vehicles and the 
mandatory flyover. 

Basically, this is to match 
the parade French President Ma-
cron gave him when he visited 
France last year. Now, I watched 
that parade, and it was a mess. 
The French forces, except for the 
foreign legion detachments, were 
casual and generally woeful. If Mr. 
Trump was impressed and thought 
this was worth imitating, then he 
really has no idea. 

Now all our generals, when 
asked about this by the media, all 
thought it was a really bad idea. 
And it is. All the parades in these 
United States are about the occa-
sion in the moment which make 
them better than military parades. 

The last time a national mili-
tary parade was held in DC was 
June 1991 to celebrate the U.S. vic-
tory in the first Gulf War. The pa-
rade was short and was designed 
to mark a victory over Saddam 
Hussein by forcing the Iraqi army 
out of Kuwait. President G.H.W. 
Bush, whose popularity was in the 
high 80s that year, lost his re-elec-
tion the following year. He thought 
Operation Desert Storm would 
guarantee him his re-election. The 
parade served as a reminder that 
he had failed to go in and finish 
the job when he had the chance to 
overthrow Mr. Saddam and decid-
ed not to. 

Mr. Trump hopes that a pa-
rade would burnish his presidency. 
However, November 11 comes a 
week after his Republicans likely 
will suffer a mid-term defeat, losing 
them control of Congress. 

Mulling with Mueller: A 
cautionary tale

The rule of thumb for dealing 
with Special Counsel Robert Muel-
ler is don’t draw attention to your-
self unless you want to. And Steve 
Bannon, former Special Advisor to 
the President, really wants to. Ever 
since Michael Wolff ’s Fire and Fury 
tome hit the bookstores in early 
January, there hasn’t been a dull 
moment. It’s full of Bannerisms, 
anecdotes and White House gossip 
(much of which Mr. Bannon told the 
author). 

In fact, for all of Mr. Trump’s 
fuming about what Mr. Bannon 
knows and to whom he tells it, the 
Mueller team didn’t have Mr. Ban-
non on its list of people to inter-
view until Fire and Fury came out. 
It has been reported that Mr. Ban-
non had spent 20 hours during the 
early part of February answering 
questions before the Mueller pan-
el. Answering all the questions. It 
seems the Special Counsel is now 
numero uno where Mr. Bannon is 
concerned. 

In contrast, Mr. Bannon con-
siders the US House Intelligence 
Committee, chaired by the partisan 
GOP Congressman Devin Nunes 
(R-CA), beneath his dignity. Ban-
non appeared before the House In-
telligence Committee but refused to 
answer questions, unlike when he 
appeared days earlier before Spe-
cial Council Mueller and answered 
all questions put to him.

Speaking of Devin Nunes
Congressman Nunes in late 

February is considered a clown, the 
erstwhile GOP Californian dairy 
rancher has been Trump’s front man 
working to undermine the work of 
the House Intelligence Committee. 
The much-vaunted Memorandum 
under Mr. Nunes’ authorship, com-

piled by Republican staff members, 
fizzled when Mr. Trump declassified 
the material. The four pages were 
nothing, but Mr. Trump tried to sell 
it as vindication that he did not col-
lude with the Russians. The fanfare 
and build up made before the re-
lease was lost as other narratives in 
the media cycle took over. The Spe-
cial Counsel came bearing down on 
him on February 16. 

Russia actively sought to 
interfere in our election in sup-
port of Donald Trump

Shazaam! Surprise! Surprise! 
Surprise! as the late Jim Nabors’ 
Gomer Pyle used to say.

On Friday, February 16, the 
Mueller investigation, through the 
overseeing authority of the Dep-
uty Attorney General Rob Rosen-
stein, announced that 13 Russians 
and three Russian companies had 
been indicted for meddling in the 
2016 election. They helped Donald 
Trump and helped destroy the cam-
paign of Hillary Clinton.

This was a formal indication 
of what we all knew in January 
20, 2017 that the Russians had 
interfered in the Presidential elec-
tion. Throughout 2017 we heard 
time and again from intelligence 
chiefs and the FBI Directors that 
the Russians interfered. This was 
better than people swearing under 
oath. Yet Mr. Trump had always 
disputed it. 

Why this became a big deal 
was that nobody was forewarned 
it was coming. Mr. Rosenstein gave 
two-hour’s notice that an announce-
ment was coming and when it did, 
the Deputy Attorney-General said 
his piece for five minutes, answered 
two questions and left the rest of the 
weekend news cycle to review and 
discuss. James Clapper, Former Di-
rector of National Intelligence, said 
the indictments were damning, evi-
dentiary documents. 

Of course, Mr. Trump tried to 
say that the indictments vindicated 
him, yet again. This was before he 
had time to reflect on the views of 
Fox News pundits at his Mar-a-
Lago refuge, when he realized that 
the indictment says nothing of the 
sort. Worse, Putin’s Servant real-
ized that Special Counsel Mueller 
is getting close and that he has the 
goods to nail him. It brought forth a 
twitter storm from Mr. Trump lash-
ing out at everyone, friends and foes 
alike. Most folks thought he was 
more unhinged than ever. 

Final word
Something not covered but 

in my watch list: Bibi Netanyahu 
is dismissed as Prime Minister of 
Israel and charged with graft and 
bribery. Mr. Netanyahu didn’t think 
he would get caught but megaloma-
nia knows no bounds. Put him in 
jail before he starts wars we have 
to finish. 

Until next time. Keep sane.
And the beat goes on.
(next Quarterly Report will be 

in June)
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US Elections—a story of deception, influence & technology
by Lisa Cyriacks
On February 16 Robert Mu-

eller announced indictments of 13 
Russians and three Russian entities 
for meddling in the U.S. election. 
Mueller’s indictment accused them 
of intervening to help Trump and 
damage the campaign of Hillary 
Clinton. The indictments mark 
the first time Mueller has brought 
charges against any Russians in his 
ongoing probe.

The indictments issued Feb-
ruary 16 answer some of the big-
ger outstanding legal and factual 
questions surrounding Russian in-
terference with the 2016 presiden-
tial election. But the indictment 
does not answer the question of 
whether or not the Trump cam-
paign or Donald Trump himself 
was involved.

The indictments are a narra-
tive of Russian attempts to sabo-
tage the American presidential 
election. Of course, whether or not 
those efforts successfully influ-
enced the election that resulted in 
Donald Trump becoming the 45th 
President of the United States will 
never be definitively know.  Not 
even polling can tell us whether 
voters might have chosen differ-
ently if the Russian influence op-
eration hadn’t happened.

What is known, however, is 
that the election was close and in 
just a few significant states a shift 
in votes and voter turnout could 
have changed the Electoral College 
vote count in a presidential election 
in which Hillary Clinton won the 
popular vote, but Donald Trump 

won the Electoral College.
The operation outlined in the 

indictment centers on a Russian 
“trollfarm”, the Internet Research 
Agency. The success of the operation 
relied on: 

• anonymity in masking Rus-
sian origins on social media net-
works, 

• the power of voter suppres-
sion by actively seeking to deter oth-
ers from participating in the demo-
cratic process of voting, and 

• a strategy taking advan-
tage of the fact that large numbers 
of Americans are ill-equipped to 
assess the credibility of the things 
they read.

In fact American’s willingness 
to believe purported news stories via 
the internet through blogs and so-
cial media, often riddled with typos 
or coming from unfamiliar outlets, 
is a liability of today’s fragmented 
media and polarized politics.

The indictment notes, for in-
stance, that in June of 2016, the 
named defendants and their co-
conspirators sought to stir up anti-
Muslim sentiment and voters by 
placing ads on Facebook promoting 
a “Support Hillary. Save American 
Muslims” rally. 

What was Trump saying in 
July of 2016? He was sending a 
shocking plea to the Russians by 
publicly saying about Hillary Clin-
ton’s emails: “Russia, if you’re lis-
tening, I hope you’re able to find the 
30,000 emails that are missing,” he 
said. “I think you will probably be 
rewarded mightily by our press.”

The “information warfare” 

campaign outlined in the indict-
ment goes on: “In or around the 
latter half of 2016, Defendants and 
their co-conspirators, through their 
ORGANIZATION-controlled perso-
nas, began to encourage U.S. mi-
nority groups not to vote in the 2016 
U.S. presidential election or to vote 
for a third-party U.S. presidential 
candidate.”

Intelligence officials and ex-
perts have long said that Russia’s 
primary goal is to destabilize the 
U.S. political system.

During the third debate in late 
October 2016, Trump would not 
commit to accepting the results of 
the election in the case of a “ques-
tionable result”. 

At the beginning of 2018, 
Trump dissolved his controversial 
Advisory Election Commission on 
Election Integrity, which was mired 
in lawsuits. Trump created the com-
mission in May 2017 as he contin-
ued to insist that as many as five 
million votes were cast illegally in 
the November 2016 presidential 
election.

With the publication of her 
book, former Secretary of State 
and presidential candidate, Hillary 
Clinton, opened the possibility that 
the legitimacy of the 2016 General 
Election could be questioned due to 
outside influence.

Whatever your partisan af-
filiation, everyone should accept 
the intelligence community’s unani-
mous conclusion that there was in-
terference with the 2016 elections. 
What would be a mistake would be 
to assume that interference began 
and ended with the 2016 presiden-
tial election.

In many ways this indictment 
should be a beginning, not an end.

President Trump’s reaction, 
claiming personal vindication, was 
disappointing in that he voiced no 
concern that a foreign power has 
been trying for nearly four years to 

overturn American democracy and 
disrupt American elections.

The “information warfare” 
campaign outlined in the 37-page 
indictment indicates that Colorado 
was one of the states targeted as a 
“swing state”. Colorado Secretary of 
State Wayne Williams has not yet 
had time to formulate a response to 
the risks Colorado may be facing in 
the 2018 midterms.

In May of 2017, the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security testi-
fied before the US Senate Intelli-
gence Committee that more than 
half of states’ election systems had 
been infiltrated in 2016. While all 
system vendors/owners had been 
informed of the breech, hardly any 
state and local election officials 
were informed.

The grand jury’s indictment 
shows how far Russia is willing to 
go to manipulate and discredit our 
democracy. Mr. Trump’s own intelli-
gence chiefs warned this week that 
the 2018 election is under threat. 
Given the baffling and inexcusable 
absence of presidential leadership, 
Congress must step up to defend 
the nation.

Time is running out to defend 
ourselves from further foreign at-
tempts to influence US elections. 
Waiting any longer would be an 
acknowledgment that we are will-
ing to tolerate this national security 
threat and even permit it to become 
more dangerous. 

Experts are worried what 
these disclosures portend about the 
vulnerability of the nation’s myriad 
state- and county-run election sys-
tems to Russian attacks heading 
into next November’s mid-term 
elections.

The story of the United States 
is, as Abraham Lincoln put it, a per-
petual story of “a rebirth of freedom” 
and not just its inheritance from the 
founding generation.
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Hearing Care Center is very excited to announce a FREE Hearing 
Health Clinic for people who think they might need hearing aids or 
who already have one. Services provided to you or a loved one at this 
event include:

FREE Hearing Test - Do you have hearing loss? Could it just be 
excess ear wax?  Find out for sure during our FREE Clinic.

FREE Otoscope Exam - The Otoscope allows us to see 
the inside of your ear canal. If ear wax is a 
problem, we will provide you with the best 

course of action.

Special Product Savings -  
If it is determined you have a hearing 
loss, we will provide you with 
$1000 savings that can be used 
toward the purchase of our latest 
technology.

Risk-FREE 60 Day Trial - 
Take the hearing aids home 
and experience for yourself 
the life changing effects.

Call (719) 239-5495

  
Illuminated Therapies

  Amulya Beechwood, RCST®, LMT, CEIM

  

Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy

  719-256-4743   
illuminatedtherapies.com

relax@illuminatedtherapies.com
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by Mary Lowers
Turquoise is an opaque min-

eral, often blue green in color. It 
is a hydrated phosphate of cop-
per and is one of the oldest stones 
sought after and worked by hu-
mans. When turquoise is made the 
process involves copper, sulphites 
and iron, washed down through 
the ground by rain and snow to 
form sedimentary deposits. Over 
millions of years these deposits de-
velop into turquoise.

 The stone reflects its environ-
ment. If it is near aluminum it turns 
green, proximity to zinc produces 
a yellow green stone. Turquoise 
worth most and of the highest 
quality is found near the surface. 
Exposure to sun and weather light-
en turquoise. Colors of turquoise 
range from whites called chalk to 
deep blue, pale blue, florescent yel-
low, green, and deep green. The 
color and shape of the matrix veins 
of the host rock which run through 
the turquoise are main contribu-
tors to its prestige and value.

 The word turquoise is derived 
from the French: “pierre turquoise” 
meaning Turkish stone which 
makes sense as the first turquoise 
in Europe came from mines in 
central Asia.  Venetian merchants 
purchased the gemstone in Turk-
ish bazaars. Turquoise beads dat-
ing to 5,000 BC have been found 
in Iraq, and evidence shows Egyp-
tians mined the stone in the Sinai 
Peninsula in 3200 BC. Archeologi-
cal sites in the Himalayas are rich 
with turquoise, lapis and coral. 
Turquoise has been unearthed in 
ancient sites in the Americas from 
Argentina to the North American 
southwest.

Colorado has several tur-
quoise mines and two of them are 
located in the San Luis Valley. 
Villa Grove Turquoise comes from 
an area at about 10,000ft in alti-
tude northwest of the town of Villa 
Grove. It is located in the Bonanza 
Kerber Creek Mining District, Sa-
guache County, USA. The mine 
produces sky blue turquoise, some-
times called robin’s egg blue. A rare 
green turquoise is also found at the 
site. In addition to turquoise, mo-
lybdenum, zinc, lead and copper 
are found at the mine. The Villa 
Grove workings, according to the 
Durango Silver Company, “were 
one of the Colorado mines that 
showed signs of being worked by 
the ancient Native American peo-
ple.” The mine was rediscovered in 
the 1890s and early 1900s.

The Villa Grove mine was 
most productive in the 1930s-1950 
when it was known as the Hall 
Mine owned by Bob Hall, Merna-

lis Winfield, and George Musik. 
At peak production in the 1940s, 
turquoise from the mine sold for 
$15-$45/pound. The mine workings 
consisted of open cuts and under-
ground drifts which were developed 
in a pit to mine the stone. State ge-
ologists say, “The largest dig site in 
the area’s difficult to mine because 
it fills with water from a nearby 
spring.” Geologically the mine is 
located in the “intrusive turquoise 
grabbro in the Rawley Andesite 
of the Bonanza Volcano Complex.” 
Villa Grove turquoise, according to 
the Turquoise Museum “is some of 
the finest to come out of American 
soil.”

Randy Christenson, who grew 
up in Manassa, now owns the mine 
which he purchased from George 
Musik, with whom he worked in 
the 1980s. Back then, without ex-
pensive machinery they were only 
able to gather small pieces of tur-
quoise. Christenson purchased the 
mine in 2000. At the time of this 
purchase there had been no Villa 
Grove turquoise on the market in 
over twenty five-years. Christen-
son had worked with turquoise 
since high school. His hobby of sil-
versmithing became a full time oc-
cupation.

The Manassa turquoise mine 
east of the town of the same name 

in the southern San Luis Valley, 
known for many years as the King 
Mine, is better known than the 
Villa Grove mine. Like its sister in 
the northern valley, this mine has 
been worked since ancient times. 
Turquoise from this mine has been 
found in the Pacific northwest and 
the Yucatan region of Mexico. Ac-
cording to David H. Snow, Curator 
of the Archeological Museum of 
New Mexico, “stone tools, deer and 
elk horns were found in prehistoric 
drifts at the Manassa mine.”  Bill 
King, the last member of his fam-
ily to own and work the mine, was 
“known for finding the classic and 
high grade deep forest green and 
gold matrix turquoise.” The Cor-
dova family of Manassa now owns 
the mine which it bought in 2010.

Another turquoise mine in 
the state is the Cripple Creek Tur-
quoise Mine. Turquoise was discov-
ered in the Cripple Creek Mining 
District in association with gold 
prospecting. A mining company 
called the Bad Boys of Cripple 
Creek is still mining turquoise in 
the district. The mine yields some 
greenish turquoise and some light 
blue turquoise with a brown ma-
trix. Some of the finest turquoise in 
the world came out of the Leadville 
Mining District. The most famous 
turquoise mine there was the Tur-
quoise Chief. Strict environmental 
regulations have stopped mining in 
the area.

Indigenous people in the 
American southwest have for a 
millennium used turquoise in their 
spiritual traditions, as an artistic 
medium and as a trade item. In 
Live Science Joseph Castro tells 
us, “About a millennium ago the 
Ancestral Pueblo people in Chaco 
Canyon obtained their precious 
turquoise using a large trade net-
work spanning several states.” 
Turquoise found in artifacts has 
been traced back to Colorado, Ne-
vada, New Mexico and south east 
California. Sharon Hull of the Uni-
versity of Manitoba, Canada did 
a study of the ancient turquoise 
trade. “Turquoise often embedded 
in jewelry or figurines were very 
important to Pueblan cultures akin 
to modern day diamonds in value.”
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Turquoise &  
the Villa Grove Mine

continued on page B-11

Turquoise mines in the American West.

Site of Villa Grove Turquoise Mine.

Turquoise mask found in Mayan ruins at 
Chichen Itza.

Hand-crafted pre-colonization turquoise 
beads.

Figurine of the Corn Maiden made of 
turquoise.
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by Kim Malville
Venus will be returning this 

month as an evening “star” for a 
long engagement in our western 
skies, rising higher and higher un-
til June and then, following a slow 
descent, disappearing in October. 
Start looking for Venus at the start 
of the month when it will be paired 
with Mercury close to the hori-
zon just after sunset. The two in-
ner planets will be closest together 
about 20 minutes after sunset on 
March 3. See if you can tease these 
out of the twilight. Both will get eas-
ier to see as the month progresses. 
This month will give you the best 
views of Mercury for the year.

March 1: Full moon
March 11: Daylight saving 

time starts at 2am
March 15: Mercury will reach 

its greatest height above the west-
ern horizon

March 18: A slender crescent 
moon will appear next to Venus 
and Mercury. In the figure, the line 
is the ecliptic, the apparent path 
carved out by the sun as the earth 
obits the sun. 

March 20: Vernal Equinox—
the beginning of spring at 10:15am, 
when the sun crosses the celestial 
equator, moving from south to 
north.

March 22: The waxing cres-
cent moon comes close to Alde-
baran, the blood-shot eye of Taurus 
the Bull.

March 31: The second full 
moon of March.

 The little red car that 
went into orbit around the Sun

On February 6, 2018, SpaceX 
successfully launched a Falcon 
Heavy rocket carrying a Tesla Road-
ster, pushing the car out of Earth’s 

gravitational 
grip and into 
orbit around the Sun. The Tesla is 
now drifting on a Mars-crossing or-
bit. The roadster was used as a mass 
simulator on the rocket and had no 
scientific instruments on board oth-
er than three cameras which trans-
mitted live video back to Earth for 
several hours after the launch. 

During a press conference af-
ter launch on Tuesday, Elon Musk 
was asked if SpaceX had a plan to 
track the Roadster.” We don’t have 
a plan. No plan,” Musk said. “It’s 
going to be out there for millions, 
maybe billions of years. Who knows, 
maybe it will be discovered by some 
future alien race thinking, ‘What 
the heck, what were these guys do-
ing? Did they worship this car?’” 

Well, you might ask, why does 
this publicity stunt by Musk belong 
in an astronomy column? For start-
ers, it is very similar in its path to 
many near-earth asteroids, which 
are being tracked intently by NASA 
to provide a warning for a possible 
catastrophic collision. These aster-
oids that pass near the earth are 
thrust out of the asteroid belt by the 
gravitational influence of Jupiter, 
and they need to be watched care-
fully. Most of them end up crashing 
into the sun a few million years after 
their ejection from the asteroid belt, 
but one just might hit the earth.

 The Roadster was last pho-
tographed by a 16-inch telescope 
in Arizona, when it was 2.1 million 
miles from Earth, traveling at a 
speed of 6700 miles per hour. Cal-
culations of its future orbit indicate 
that it has only a 6% chance of hit-
ting the earth during the next mil-
lion years, and that it may continue 
to orbit the sun for tens of millions 

of years. It will have a 
close approach to the 
earth in 2091, com-
ing in between the 
earth and moon, and, 
indeed, it may pose 
a threat. But, should 
it enter the earth’s 
atmosphere most of 
it would burn up. By 
that time, it will have 
far exceed the 36,000 
mile warranty offered 
by the dealership. 
Burning up in the 
atmosphere of Earth 
or Venus would actu-
ally be preferable to 
a crash-landing on 
Mars, which would 
contaminate the sur-
face with bits of ter-
restrial life. 

Measurements of its fluctuat-
ing brightness reveal that it is spin-
ning once every five minutes, and 
therein lies an interesting bit of 
astronomy. A process known as the 
Yarkovsky effect works on rotating 
particles in space. Light from the 
sun heats the sunward surface and 
as the body rotates, the energy will 
be radiated outward into space in 
a different direction. Perhaps you 
remember one of Newton’s Law: 
for every action there is an equal 
and opposite reaction. It is a pretty 
simple idea. What it means is that 
the asteroid or roadster is pushed 
slightly out of its orbit by the re-
action to outflowing photons.  It is 
estimated that the Yarkovsky effect 
will push the Tesla Roadster out of 
its initial orbit by 4.6 miles per year.

Believe it or not, this effect 
may actually have a practical appli-
cation. The asteroid impact avoid-
ance problem of NASA studies a 
number of methods by which near-
Earth objects (NEO) could be di-
verted away from the earth. A large 
impact by an asteroid, depending on 
its impact location, could cause mas-
sive tsunamis, multiple firestorms 
and an impact winter caused by 
the sunlight-blocking effect of plac-
ing large quantities of pulverized 
rock dust, and other debris, into the 

stratosphere. The collision between 
the Earth and an approximately 
10-kilometre-wide object 66 million 
years ago appears to have produced 
the Chicxulub Crater off the Yuca-
tan Peninsula  and the Cretaceous–
Paleogene extinction event, widely 
held responsible for the extinction 
of most dinosaurs. But to deflect an 
oncoming asteroid is a tricky task. 
Many of these asteroids appear to 
be fragile floating piles of rubble. An 
explosion meant to divert one could 
only multiply the number of incom-
ing asteroids.

It has been suggested that the 
deflection of a potentially earth-
impacting asteroid might be ac-
complished by gently painting the 
surface of the asteroid with soot 
to increase the absorption of sun-
light, heating it up to enhance 
the Yarkovsky effect. A satellite 
was launched in September 2016, 
known as OSIRIS-Rex, which will 
study the Yarkovsky effect upon an 
asteroid named Bennu. Some day 
in the distant future when there is 
a field of space-archaeology, I ven-
ture an expensive satellite will be 
launched, allowing space archaeol-
ogists to land on the Red Roadster 
to study the loves affair with auto-
mobiles by long dead civilizations. 
Stay tuned. 

This column sponsored by

Kim & Nancy Malville
kimmalville@hotmail.com

Launch of Falcon.  photo courtesy of Tesla

Spaceman in his Tesla Roadster with a crescent earth in the background. 
 photo courtesy of Tesla

March 18-20: Venus, Mercury, and the Moon.  
 photo from EarthSky.org
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by Starr Sites
The Aries Point
The Aries Point is highly ac-

tivated this month by 5 planets!  
Zero degrees Aries is an especially 
potent point that begins the 360° 
zodiac cycle.  This Aries Point is 
activated each Spring Equinox 
on March 20 as the Sun enters 
Aries, marking a time when cou-
rageous new beginnings can be 
successfully initiated. When plan-
ning travel, new projects, business 
transactions, or signing important 
contracts, I recommend holding off 
until after March 20 because the 
energy of the previous cycle is still 
in place prior to that date. Early 
March is better spent eliminating 
the old, finishing projects already 
underway, preparing for the new 
cycle, or making plans for the fu-
ture.  New enterprises are best 
begun after the Spring Equinox in 
order to put these matters on firm 
footing for the year ahead.

The term “Aries Point” repre-
sents the beginning Aries degree 
of the zodiac, but it also refers to 
the zero degree points of the other 
Cardinal signs as well—Cancer, 
Libra and Capricorn.  Together 
they form the Cardinal Cross, one 
of the most impactful signatures 
in Astrology.  Equinoxes and Sol-
stices occur when the Sun hits 
each of the 4 Aries Points of the 

zodiac, marking the beginning of 
the seasons of the year.  The Ar-
ies Point can strike a resounding 
chord of great awakenings and 
new beginnings when triggered by 
transiting planets, eclipses, or full 
moons.  In March these points will 
be forcibly triggered 5 times by 
transiting planets!

Mercury/Venus/Chiron
On March 6 both Mercury 

(communications) and Venus (re-
lationships and partnerships) will 
hit zero Aries. Startling news and 
new interactions will likely burst 
forth this month.  Big issues and 
important people will be pushed 
into greater public visibility to be 
scrutinized, dissected, attacked, 
or praised, whether for fame or 
notoriety.  Chiron is also within 
a 2° orb of zero Aries, suggesting 
that the quest that lies before us 
involves wounding and hopefully 
healing.  

On the personal front, new 
beginnings can energize you to im-
prove communications and expand 
relationships, if you will grab the 
opportunity.  For those born under 
the Cardinal signs Aries and Cap-
ricorn there is an energetic wind to 
fill your sails as you move into new 
ventures.  However, the energy is 
available to all who have the cour-
age to step out of the old and into 
the new at this time.

Mars/Saturn
Mars will hit the zero degree 

Capricorn Aries Point on March 
18 when it, along with Saturn, will 
square the Equinox Sun for about 
4 weeks, raising the volume on 
disputes and disagreements into 
mid-April.  Impulsive and hasty 
actions, stoked by an “us versus 
them” partisan mentality will 
likely eschew cooperation.  But the 
national conversation may take off 
in a new direction, social network 
algorithms may get the thorough 
examination they deserve, and 
hopefully abusers and harassers 
will begin to be held accountable, 
now that “reality-check” Saturn 
is firmly in disciplined Capricorn 
through 2020. 

Spring Equinox Sun
In the Equinox chart for 

Washington, D.C., both Pluto and 
Saturn reside in the 7th house, 
signifying a “testy” relationship 
with other nations.  With aggres-
sive Mars triggering the US De-
scendent (7th house cusp) expect 
continuing belligerent attitudes 
causing potential harm both to and 
from “open enemies”, within our 
country and without.  This means 
“the saber rattlings of war” will be 
heard this spring, including more 
threats to and from North Korea, 
boisterous domestic protests, and 
further “meddling” in our affairs 
by hostile nations.  

According to the Astrocar-
tography map for the Equinox, I 
discern belt-tightening in the US, 
potential earthquakes along the 
western Ring of Fire and Alaska, 
on-going political unrest in Brazil 

and Venezuela, continuing Chi-
nese expansionism, and serious 
drought in Australia over the next 
3-6 months.

The US “Sibley” chart
Meanwhile, looking at the US 

“Sibley” chart (our national natal 
chart), tensions will be building 
throughout March and April as 
Mars and Saturn transit the US 
chart’s 1st house of self-expression, 
opposing the US natal Mars first, 
then opposing Venus, Jupiter and 
the US Sun, all in the “Sibley” 7th 
house, adding more indications of 
conflicts between overbearing egos 
and enemies of the USA.  Pluto is 
already transiting the “Sibley” 2nd 
house of money while good-luck 
Jupiter hides in the 12th house, 
threatening an on-going economic 
pullback which will become severe 
in the early 2020’s.  Over-spending 
has its consequences!

Trump
In Trump’s chart, Mars sits 

on his Leo Ascendant, accounting 
for his belligerent sense of en-
titlement.  Equinox Saturn, with 
Mars trailing it, exactly opposes 
his natal Mercury, calling for a 
reckoning. Trump’s natal Saturn/
Venus conjunction (denigrating 
and controlling relationships with 
women) is now squared by tran-
siting Uranus, so philandering 
and lying about it may trigger his 
undoing.  

With 5 Aries Point planets 
this month, expect big impactful 
news throughout March and into 
April 2018.  It looks a lot like Im-
peachment Time, folks.
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
At four years old, little Keno 

would walk up to his parents and 
announce, “We’re gonna have a big 
storm real soon!” No one else would 
have noticed the weather chang-
ing, but sure enough, pretty soon 
a storm would blow through. At 
ten years old, although not a natu-
ral builder, Keno found a book that 
showed how to make a rain gauge 
from four pieces of wood, a coffee 
can, and a ruler, and made himself 
one. Soon afterward he was given 
his first real weather equipment: a 
small, solid wood base with three 
circular gauges (analogue, of course, 
in the early 1960s) for temperature, 
humidity, and barometric pressure. 
It was “the best Christmas present 
ever,” he remembers. He still has it, 
and it still sort-of works.

He also has at least one ther-
mometer in every room of his house 
in the foothills near Crestone, 
seven outdoor thermometers, and 
three full weather stations out in 
the yard. One, supplied by the fed-
eral government, provides official 
Crestone weather to the National 
Weather Service (NWS) office in 
Pueblo. Another is the old station 
he used for his local weather web-
site (keno.org), and the third is 
newer equipment that some years 
ago replaced the old. Twice a day, 
and more often if intense weather 
is expected, Keno monitors his 
equipment and updates his weath-
er website. As Crestone’s official 
(volunteer) weather recorder, he’s 
called a “Co-Op man” for the NWS 
Cooperative Observer Program. In 
Crestone he’s just known as Keno 
the weatherman.

Idiosyncrasy starts young
Born in Brooklyn and with 

his three sisters raised mostly in 
the town of East Meadow on Long 
Island, Keno started off life as 
Lew Menechino, Jr. As a child he 
got his nickname from his Italian 
surname, pronounced menna-ke-
no. His father was a songwriter-
turned-social-worker from a de-
voutly Roman Catholic, politically 
progressive family. Keno’s mother, 
a secretary and one of the first 
United Nations employees in the 
early 1940s, worked with Eleanor 
Roosevelt. Keno jokingly describes 
his boyhood as “for the most part 
pretty normal, other than that I 
wasn’t.”

His differentness began as 
an obsession with the weather and 
later morphed into a committed 
non-conformity that meant, among 
other things, never cutting his 
long, black hair. At age 63 he still 
has long, black hair, now seasoned 
with a full white beard. His uncon-
ventionality meant that although 
he excelled at sales, his early sales 
jobs were on the phone (long hair 
out of sight), providing experience 
that later led to his own successful 
firm, Keno Marketing Services, in 
Manitou Springs.

Radio was also a good fit. As 
a teenaged intern on Long Island 
and later in Telluride and Mani-

tou Springs, Keno worked in ra-
dio as a DJ, music director, news 
writer, weatherman, and station 
promo man. His intense apprecia-
tion for rock music, especially the 
Rolling Stones, was the foundation 
for what became one of the earliest 
and longest-running online Stones 
fan site message boards, which 
continues today. (Find it on Keno’s 
website.) He is the author of the 
book, Rolling Thru the Stones, with 
photos by rock photographer Philip 
Kamin, published in 2009.

Call of the western moun-
tains

Keno’s boyhood dream of a 
career in meteorology was derailed 
in high school by the discovery that 
it would require six more years of 
school. “I was willing to do four,” he 
says, “but…” (But he hated school.) 
Instead he made a year-long road 
trip across the country, staying 
briefly in communes in southern 
New Mexico and Washington State, 
and meeting his future wife, best 
friend, and “soul mate” Sue at a 
youth hostel in Colorado Springs. 
Back in New York for a few months, 
he returned to Colorado, to Sue and 
her young daughter, Jackie.

After a few years in Mani-
tou Springs, the family spent five 
years in Telluride, where Keno and 
Sue did ski-season jobs and Keno 

worked at KOTO radio. In the 
mid-1980s—by then with another 
daughter, Debbie—they settled 
back in Manitou. Keno opened his 
own marketing firm, which eventu-
ally grew to more than 50 employ-
ees. Keno and Sue were divorced in 
1987 but “never really broke up,” 
he says. They lived together off and 
on for years after their divorce. Sue 
died in 2011.

Ask the Weatherman
By 1999, Keno was ready to 

leave Manitou for a smaller moun-
tain community. He sold his mar-
keting firm and settled in Crestone, 
which he discovered during visits 
to Valley View Hot Springs over 
the years. In 2003 he began writ-
ing for the Eagle, covering news 
and frequently writing about wild-
life. Soon he also became known as 
the local weatherman, producing 
a monthly column called Ask the 
Weatherman, along with a sum-
mary of Crestone’s weather. Later 
he alternated Ask the Weatherman 
with Mumbo Jumbo, a column of 
reflections and meanderings. While 
he’s now retired from writing col-
umns and news, he continues to 

write the Eagle’s monthly weather 
report.

Weather equipment requires 
continual adjustments, mainte-
nance, and repair, Keno says. A few 
years ago when his weather station 
was beginning to break down, he 
didn’t have the $400 necessary to 
replace it. So he put a small notice 
on his website asking for help buy-
ing Crestone a new station. “I put 
up the notice at 5am and by 7am 
I had more money than I needed,” 
he marvels. “It really is Crestone’s 
weather station.”

A mellow radical
Keno’s other community in-

volvement over the years has in-
cluded serving on a fund-raising 
committee for Valley View Hot 
Springs, volunteering as one of Val-
ley View’s first bat tour guides, and 
helping secure grant money for the 
Crestone Food Bank. These days, 
largely because of non-life-threat-
ening health issues, his attention 
generally remains closer to home. 
Raising his 17-year-old grandson 
Cooper (who has lived with Keno 
most of his life), he cooks and bakes, 
maintains his nine websites, and 
keeps the weather stations going. 

It may not be the wilder life-
style of his younger years or the 
outwardly radical approach of his 
lifelong heroes, Abbie Hoffman and 
John Lennon. Still, thinking back 
over his life so far, he grins. “I’ve 
been a nonconformist hippie my 
entire life,” he says, “and that suits 
me just fine.”

Keno:
Weatherman & nonconformist

Who We Are

With his wife Sue and a niece on the 
boardwalk, Great South Bay on Long 
Island, 1999.

Keno in the mountains, 2005.

Keno at his favorite job, as a DJ on KOTO 
radio in Telluride.

Keno in the mountains with his grandson, 
2005.
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Grassroots Activist of the Year: Christine Canaly
The Fund for Wild Nature’s 

Grassroots Activist of the Year for 
2017 is Christine Canaly. For near-
ly three decades, Christine has 
worked tirelessly to protect wild 
nature in the Colorado Rockies. As 
Director of the San Luis Valley Eco-
system Council (SLVEC), she has 
been at the heart of the campaign 
to protect Wolf Creek Pass from 
the proposed Village at Wolf Creek, 
an intensive 8,000-person devel-
opment that would harm wildlife 
such as Canada lynx, degrade frag-
ile wetlands, and destroy the rural 
nature of the area. 

Wolf Creek straddles the Con-
tinental Divide and functions well 
as a wildlife corridor connecting 
two of the southern Rockies’ larg-
est wilderness areas. But a scheme 
by the Texas billionaire developer 
Red McCombs, and a U.S. For-
est Service that bends to his will, 
would replace this unique area 
with a town the size of Aspen, for-
ever squandering the wild nature 
of this area. 

The coalition resisting the de-
struction of Wolf Creek Pass has 
good reason to celebrate, with a 
court victory in 2017 that has halt-
ed the project for now. The effort 
has required constant vigilance: 
Christine’s organization has par-
ticipated in every court case, local 
and federal, to resist the Village at 
Wolf Creek development, for nearly 
20 years. 

As Matt Sandler of Rocky 
Mountain Wild explained, “Chris-
tine has been working to protect 
Wolf Creek Pass for decades. She’s 

been a backbone of this multi-
organizational campaign, doing 
everything from helping to draft 
comments, gathering intel, and 
overall community organizing. She 
is a pleasure to work with and an 
inspiring member of the Colorado 
conservation community.”

Where did Christine get her 
inspiration? Growing up in a work-
ing class neighborhood in Cleve-
land, Ohio, she remembers when 
the Cuyahoga River caught on fire 
when she was 10 years old. She 
recalls her brother reeling in fish 
from Lake Erie that had growing 
tumors on them. That bothered 
the young Christine. She snuck 
into the Cleveland Zoo after hours, 
slipping through gaps in the fence, 
to glimpse the zoo’s animals when 
they had the place largely to them-
selves. Over the years, she was 
shaped by personal experiences as 
well as by authors such as Terry 
Tempest Williams, Margaret Mu-
rie, Dr. Theo Colburn, and Wendell 
Berry. 

During much of the 1980s, 
Christine had a career as an en-
gineer, working for CNN Headline 
News in Atlanta and then NBC-
TV in New York City. But when 
General Electric bought NBC, she 
became disillusioned by media 
consolidation and the shift from 
news as a public service to profit-
seeking. She headed for parts west; 
New York City’s loss was our gain. 

Christine’s philosophy is that 
“if you bring people together to solve 
a problem, it has a much higher rate 
of success.” She works in a complex 

local context and negotiates that 
setting well. She’s sensitive to, and 
has advocated for, environmental 
justice concerns, reporting that a 
local long-time Hispanic colleague 
pointed out to her “we are treated 
like a third world country here, 
they just come in and take the re-
sources.” She organized farmers 
and ranchers in the San Luis Valley, 
helping to achieve the bi-partisan 
Great Sand Dunes National Park 
and Preserve Act of 2000. The Great 
Sand Dunes, and her efforts to pro-
tect them, are a particular source of 
pride for Christine. 

For her tireless and innova-
tive efforts in defense of wild na-
ture, Christine received the Jasper 
Carlton “Activist in the Trenches” 
Award from Rocky Mountain Wild 
in 2015. Other awards she’s re-
ceived include the EPA Environ-
mental Stewardship Award in 
2008.

In addition to her work to pro-
tect Wolf Creek Pass, Christine has 
also helped nurture an impressive 
array of environmental organiza-
tions and actions in her region. 
She has helped to start or pro-
mote Citizens for San Luis Valley 
Water (1989); the Technical Assis-
tance Grant (1992) to oversee the 
Summitville Mine Clean Up of the 
Alamosa River; Rio Grande Head-
waters Land Trust, which ties pri-
vate property to water rights with 
conservation easements (1998); 
Orient Land Trust, which protects 
the Valley View Hot Springs (2000); 
San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council 
(1995), which advocates for public 

lands; Sangre de Cristo National 
Heritage Area, to preserve cultural 
and historic resources (2009); and 
the Conejos Clean Water, an en-
vironmental justice organization 
based out of Antonito, CO (2010). 

Says Christine, “I am very 
proud of all these organizations 
who have taken off and are going in 
some wonderful directions, in their 
own way. Most of these organiza-
tions needed someone to help them 
(voluntarily) build/guide their infra-
structure to be able to pursue non-
profit/environmental work and get 
through the IRS credibility. It makes 
sense to have all these organizations 
now, but they needed effort and nur-
turing in the beginning.” 

For her long-term dedication 
to safeguarding nature and abil-
ity to achieve results, the Fund 
for Wild Nature is proud to honor 
Christine with a $1,000 check and 
a badger statue in recognition of 
her selection as our Grassroots Ac-
tivist of the Year.

110 E. Silver Ave.
Crestone CO 81131

When: March 28, 2018
When: 5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Where: Mountain Valley School 
  Multi-Purpose Room 
  403 Pitkin Ave., Saguache, CO 81149

Protecting Yourself From 
Identity Theft and Fraud Seminar

Aventa Credit Union invites the community as part of our ongoing 
financial literacy series to our next seminar “Protecting Yourself From 
Identity Theft.” Learn what tips and tool you need to help protect you 
and your loved ones against identity theft. Highlights include:

 • What are the forms of identity theft?
 • What are some ways to prevent and protect my identity?
 • What do I do if my identity is stolen?

Light refreshments will be served.

Open to the community. You don’t need to be an Aventa member 
to attend. Reservations are required. Please RSVP by March 23rd by 
calling 800.555.6665 ext. 7648 or email kmurga@aventa.com.

Christine Canaly has been awarded The 
Fund for Wild Nature’s Grassroots Activist 
of the Year award. She is our local envi-
ronmental hero! Congratulations Chris!

mailto:kmurga@aventa.com
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The rise of human civilization
From small family groups to large cities

by Lee Temple
The markers we use to define 

the beginning of human civiliza-
tion—achievements such as math-
ematics, alphabets and writing, 
the sciences, calendars, pottery, 
metallurgy, monumental architec-
ture, etc.—point to another quan-
tum leap in human behavior. Often 
referred to as “The Great Divide,” 
it was intimately connected to the 
unification of many families and 
tribal groups under one powerful 
political or spiritual leader and/or 
governing system that enhanced 
the common good. 

How, why, and when did our 
ancestors give up a simple life-
style centered around small family 
groups and villages and surrender 
personal freedom to a centralized 
authority, which asked them to 
work hard for a common or greater 
good? In most cases, the common 
good involved the construction of 
a great city and religious center. 
The transition wasn’t inevitable. 
In fact, cities and their civilizations 
began only 6 TYA (thousand years 
ago) and we built them in only six 
places: the areas now known as 
Egypt, Mesopotamia, China, India, 
Peru, and Central America. For a 
long time, archaeologists’ winning 
explanation for the gathering into 
large communities that started 

civilization was war and the need 
to defend against it. However, solid 
proof of the motivation for building 
city-states required the discovery 
of the remains of an original civi-
lization. When none could be found 
in Europe, archaeologists turned 
to the Americas. In Peru, Dr. Ruth 
Shady of Lima’s University of San 
Marcos discovered such a “mother 
city,” known as Caral.

Located about 15 miles from 
Peru’s Pacific coast, Caral was built 
5000 years ago and its construc-
tion was motivated by trade rather 
than warfare. Ruth Shady and her 
research associates found no weap-
ons, defensive fortifications, or even 
images of warfare in Caral’s ruins. 
They found no evidence of conflict 
whatsoever. Instead, the archaeo-
logical evidence points to 500 years 
of peace for Caral’s citizens.

Built even before Egypt’s 
pyramids at Gizeh, Caral covered 
150 acres and included six huge 
pyramids, monumental architec-
ture that archaeologists associate 
with early civilization. Archaeo-
logical remains also indicate that 
Caral was a ceremonial center and 
that the people enjoyed music and 
sometimes hallucinogenic plants. 
Caral held about 3000 people, and 
17 nearby sites could have housed 
as many as 20,000. Some of these 

sites are even older than Caral. 
Though Caral sits in a de-

sert, the area was blessed by rivers 
that flowed in the nearby valleys 
down from the Andes to the Pacific. 
Caral’s citizens used this water to 
develop a simple irrigation system 
that turned the surrounding val-
leys into an oasis filled with abun-
dant fruits, vegetables—and cot-
ton. They turned some of the cotton 
into clothing and wove it into fish-
ing nets, which they traded with 
coastal fishermen for their catch. 
The nets improved the fishermen’s 
catch so that they could in turn feed 
the growing population of Caral 
and the nearby towns, clearly a 
mutually beneficial exchange that 
produced a large, self-sustaining 
system. Eventually Caral’s trading 
network stretched all the way to 
the Andes and the Amazon. 

Caral’s discovery offers up a 
fascinating observation: On two dif-
ferent continents (in Peru, Sumer, 
and Egypt) and at about the same 
time, agricultural advancements 
facilitated the birth of civilization—
a new style of life that included the 
construction of city-states, often 
with massive pyramids that served 
in part as centers of religion and 
ritual. The first known great civi-
lization was founded on both com-
mon spiritual beliefs and trade or 
exchange, a mutually beneficial 
system that created what appears 
to be a contented world. With the 

discovery of Caral, warfare as the 
primary impulse behind civiliza-
tion was no longer supported by 
facts. 

The proto-states that emerged 
in Mesopotamia and in the Sahara/
Nile and Indus Valleys did develop 
militaries for protection and expan-
sion. These emerging states engaged 
in early versions of diplomatic rela-
tions, based on a mix of cooperation 
and competition. The abundance 
of food and the trade and wealth it 
yielded generated labor and class 
divisions in the burgeoning cities 
and newly formed states. Writing 
appeared independently in several 
places around the world; in Mid-
dle Eastern cities, it was initially a 
means of accounting.

This article is another excerpt 
from Lee’s award-winning book, 
Awakening into Unity, a compre-
hensive, richly illustrated compen-
dium of the entire Global Awaken-
ing series, and a powerful healing 
balm for these troubled, turbulent 
times. View/borrow it at leading 
universities and the Baca Grande 
Library. Buy it at Poor Richard’s 
and Elephant Cloud Market at a 
generous local’s discount. Follow 
the source text for this article on pp 
92-93, together with other similar 
topics in Chapter Five, “Human-
ity, Part I, Human Emergence and 
Development.” Learn more about 
Lee Temple, Awakening into Unity, 
and the Global Awakening series at 
award-winning www.primamundi.
com.

© 2017 Lee Temple, Shining 
Golden Suns, LLC, All Rights Re-
served. Reprinted by permission.

The ancient city of Caral in Peru. 
 photo by Daniel Barker, U.S. Navy/ Courtesy of Wikimedia Public Domain photo

HRRMC Medical Clinics   •   550 W. Hwy 50, Salida, CO   •   719-530-2000   •   hrrmc.com

HRRMC's board-certi�ed urologists are accepting new patients.

Services and conditions treated include:
• Botox® or Interstim® treatment for incontinence  
 and urinary urgency

• Urologic surgery

• No-scalpel vasectomies

• Disorders of the prostate

• Urinary tract infections

• Male infertility and sterilization

• Incontinence

• Cancers of the kidney, bladder and prostate

• Kidney stones

HRRMC Urology Services

John Mancini, M.D.Chad DeRosa, M.D.

Dayne Nelson, M.D.

We accept Medicare, Health First Colorado and most insurances.

Bradford Moss, M.D. 

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.primamundi
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com
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With Donovan Spitzman
by John Rowe
This month’s talk was with 

Donovan Spitzman, a natural build-
er in Chalet II, currently in the pro-
cess of creating a large earthship 
and papercrete block home. Dono-
van became interested in natural 
building in the early nineties and 
he and his wife offered excursions 
to Crestone to have students experi-
ence an owner-built, earth-friendly 
home up close and personal. He 
met Kelly Hart, long-time Crestone 
resident currently residing in New 
Mexico, on one of these trips, and 
calls Kelly “probably the largest in-
spiration and influence I have had 
in my exploration of natural build-
ing. His experience and enthusiasm 
were quite contagious.” Kelly built 
an iconic earthbag home in the Cha-
lets whose photographs have been 
widely reproduced all over America 
and Europe. It is way cool and eve-
ryone liking playful, artful houses 
should take a look at it.

Donovan became interested 
in actually building one of these 
homemade green homes himself 
after designing an off-grid ADA-
friendly retreat center for a vari-
ety of healing and regenerative 
purposes. The center has not been 
built but it provided Donovan with 
the impetus to  move to Crestone 
in 2008 and build his very own 
home with his own two hands. 
Why an earthship and why paper-
crete? “The thermal longevity and 
recycled nature of the materials, 
the low embodied energy involved 
(some concrete is used but what are 
you going to do? That is just neces-
sary), cost comparisons are good, 
and I think earthships look great 
and require almost no heating and 
cooling in most instances and will 
last a very long time.” And how 

about the labor-intensive nature of 
pounding all those tires and mor-
taring up all that brick, didn’t that 
bother you? “I am an idiot,” Dono-
van pronounces with a smile, “you 
have to be a little crazy to do this.”

And how long have you been 
building?  “Six years. I am building 
a 2,200SF house with a labor-inten-
sive methodology and don’t forget, I 
am trying to use as many recycled 
materials as possible and have to 
travel to find them. Also, my home 
is a family legacy; I plan on hav-
ing co-housing for members of my 
family and my Dad lives here right 
now.” Donovan says being able to 
have room for his Dad and getting 
to spend time with him “is one of 
the most rewarding parts of build-
ing my house”. Donovan has spent 
$75,000 so far, much of it on site 
preparation and infrastructure, and 
thinks the large outlays of cash are 
mostly done. 

And how have things gone 
with a POA that wants you to be 
substantially finished with the 
exterior in 18 months? “Actually, 
I have gotten along well with the 
POA, unlike many report. I was 
told when I got started to make 
sure that I made substantial pro-
gress with every extension and I 
have tried to do this.” Donovan does 
have a lot of stuff around—trailers, 
building materials and the like—
but he says he tries to keep a lot of 
it out of sight and has listened to 
neighbors’ suggestions about how 
to store things with the welfare of 
others in mind.  

And what suggestions does 
Donovan have for the POA? “Costly 
legal fees trying to get owner-build-
ers to comply with POA covenants 
could be better spent. How much 
did it cost just to remove shipping 
containers from a building site in 
Chalet II? Fifteen thousand, maybe 

more? Spending no more money 
than we already do, the POA could 
help people clean up their jobsites 
and create good will in the process. 
A citizen task force made up of com-
munity members could facilitate 
that. We could create good will that 
could spark others into brotherly 
(and sisterly) reciprocal actions.” 
Donovan says that he knows this 
sounds repugnant to some who 
think these people should clean up 
their own messes but reminds us 
that “we are already spending the 
money, but on punitive actions rath-
er than helpful ones. And this way, 
the blight gets cleaned up and peo-
ple may just get motivated to keep 
their building sites cleaner”. And as 
far as fines and extension fees spur-
ring people to hurry up and finish, 
Donovan says these have just the 
opposite affect—people’s building 
usually bogs down because of lack of 
money and paying fines and the like 
just compounds that problem. Do-
novan thinks the POA could spon-
sor educational opportunities for 
green building, sponsor workshops 
where homes are actually built 
and those home could be used for 
much-needed affordable housing. 
And have a great benefit of produc-
ing knowledgeable builders who are 
now trained to build better quality 
houses. Generally, Donovan sup-

ports a POA whose focus is to help,  
and not to punish.

And his advice to new build-
ers? “Plan and build in phases and 
make consistent progress. If you do, 
you won’t have problems with the 
POA.”

Like so may of us, Donovan 
loves life here in Crestone and is 
happy he left his life in southern 
Ohio. He looks forward to being 
part of a process of people working 
together to form a harmonious and 
happy community and talks only of 
being part of the solution, not part 
of any problem. 

Donovan Spitzman is building an earth-
ship and papercrete “green” home.

20 Years Experience Building 
       in the San Luis Valley 

Design-Build 
Construction & Renovation

(719) 239-4111
ShaneCaverly@gmail.com

Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured

Shane Caverly

Sustainable | Healthy | Energy Efficient
New Construction | Renovations 

Residential | Commercial

web | carriecaverly.wordpress.com
303.885.8665 | carriecaverly@gmail.com

Crestone Mountain 
Builders llc   

Architectural & Interior Design
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       in the San Luis Valley 

Design-Build 
Construction & Renovation
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Shane Caverly

Sustainable | Healthy | Energy Efficient
New Construction | Renovations 
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303.885.8665 | carriecaverly@gmail.com

Crestone Mountain 
Builders llc   

Architectural & Interior Design

Call us for ALL your  
building needs!

SHOP LOCALLY!
INSULATION
HARDWARE

PAINT
ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • poncha springs, CO 81242

1 Timothy 2:1-2

mailto:carriecaverly@gmail.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
March is here. Depending 

on the weather, this can be a good 
month to start planting seeds in-
doors and preparing the soil for 
spring growth. So far, this has been 
a warm, dry winter. If the warm dry 
weather continues into our spring 
and summer months, it could be a 
very different growing season, with 
earlier planting times, drier than 
usual soils, low humidity, and more 
chewing and sucking insects. 

Warm winter temps mean 
many insect eggs and larvae will 
survive the winter to become early 
garden pests. We may even be seeing 
pests that we are not used to, as they 
move into our area. Keep an eye out 
for insects that are unfamiliar.

Consider perennials and young 
trees and bushes in this dry time. 
On any warm day, get the hose out 
and give them a good soaking. Roots 
of long-lived plants like asparagus 
are vulnerable to drying out, and as 
it takes several years to establish a 
good, productive bed, it would be a 
shame to lose roots to dry weather. 
Berry plants and perennial flowers 
are also endangered.

Last month, I wrote about some 
of the research that has been done 
on soil nutrients and organisms to 
help us understand what we can do 
to help our soil support our plants. 
Soil building is especially critical in 
a dry season, as decomposing plant 
and animal material and humus can 
help hold water in soil. 

Since I have been asked to help 
start a garden from scratch this year, 
I thought I would share, in brief, how 
I plan to go about that. The first step 
will be to work on the soil. The sand 
that is native is fairly well endowed 
with minerals, with the exception 
of phosphorus, calcium, and iron. 
Most of the area’s soil is basic in PH, 
and requires an acid to make the 
iron and other nutrients available. I 
will add a sulfur-iron supplement to 
bring down the PH, and bone meal to 

add calcium and iron. Kelp powder is 
also a good addition for adding trace 
minerals to the soil.  

With the mineral content ad-
justed, I will add nitrogen, organic 
matter, and hopefully, humus. Com-
post is the best soil additive to add 
all these nutrients. If I had a ready 
source of homemade compost that I 
could spare for this garden, I would 
use it. However, I find our local 
mushroom compost is a pretty good 
choice for our soils. Mushrooms are 
sensitive to chemicals, and I think 
the compost is fairly free of noxious 
stuff and it has worked well in my 
gardens. I will buy this in bags from 
Rocky Mountain Soil, which is locat-
ed just north of Alamosa on the west 
side of Hwy. 17. I anticipate buying 
15 to 20 bags for this garden. 

Once the compost and miner-
als have been worked well into the 
sandy soil, it is time to put in the 
water system. I prefer drip irrigation 
with soaker hose to overhead water-
ing, or even to spray emitters, as 
spraying encourages weeds to grow 
and loses moisture to evaporation. 
I prefer to have a timer on the irri-
gation system so that I can set it to 
turn off in a couple of hours. Simple 
timers that can be turned on manu-
ally are inexpensive, and will turn 

off automatically. If a person is fre-
quently away for days at a time, an 
electronic timer is more useful. 

Before putting in the soaker 
hose, I must consider the type of 
plants I will be using. Shrubs and 
larger perennials will require that 
soakers circle the plants a few inch-
es from the stem in order to encour-
age the roots to grow out instead of 
right under the center of the plant. 
I usually like to put at least two cir-
cles about a foot apart around bush-
es and young trees. Annuals, such 
as most row vegetables, will prefer 

to be planted within three inches 
of the hose, and can be planted in 
rows or shapes that fit the space. I 
use metal U-shaped pins to hold the 
hose in place.

Once the hose is in, it’s time to 
plant. Shrubs and perennials go in 
first. I leave space around them, as 
they will expand over time. I plant 
them at the same level they were 
planted in the pot, and mix compost 
with the soil in each liberal-sized 
hole. Spreading the roots and water-
ing them well before covering the hole 
and tamping down the soil around 
the plant will help them settle in.

Seeds and small annual plants 
can go in around the larger plants 
and along the hose. I plant them on 
either side of the soaker, about 2 to 3 
inches away. For larger plants, like 
tomatoes, they will be spaced farther 
apart along the hose, as much as two 
feet. I may plant early greens, like 
spinach, in between larger plants 
that mature later.

Once the plants and seeds are 
growing, it will be mulch time. I like 
to use straw, which adds nutrients to 
the soil, retains moisture, and mod-
erates soil temperature. Leaves and 
grass clippings are also good choices. 
Do not use the rubber mulch that is 
sold in bags, as it is toxic. 

Over time, this garden will 
do well, if nutrients are added on a 
yearly basis, and plants are watered 
deeply about twice a week. Happy 
spring.256-4252

GardenGuru
March is Here 

Spring flowers. Note the soaker hose in lower left and upper right. 

719-588-6558

Quality service, reasonable pricing,
we’ve got you covered, mountain to shore

Mark McGinn
Installation of greenhouses,  

covers & retractables

markmountainshore@yahoo.com
(Cell) 303.619.4650

 

Seeds and Seed starting supplies 25% off (say you saw it in the Crestone Eagle)
The Original HotKaps now in stock!!  Get an early start on planting.  

Bulk pricing available
Greenhouse Plastic in stock in 20’ width.  Now taking custom orders—

don’t wait too long on this one!
Get ready for spring!  We have all your supplies right here:

heat mats, domes, soil, peat pots, fertilizers, etc.

711 State Avenue • Alamosa 589-6362
Mon-Sat 9:30am-5:30 pm • Sun 12pm-4pm • Open 7 days

For early morning or evening pickups, 
give Ruthie a call or text at 719-580-7838

u

u

u

u

Paonia Soil coming SOON!

Green Spot 
Garden Center & Antiques

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:markmountainshore@yahoo.com
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UNDER CONTRACT

359 Chaparral Way - $269,000
4BD/2.75BA 3315sf home, remodeled in 
2012. Amazing amt of space & close to 
town. Mstr BR has its own bathrm & opens 
to backyard. Lg laundry rm. Finished 
basement. Lg storage room. Attached 2-car 
garage & detached 1-car garage.     

21820 County Rd. 48X - $249,000
Lovely 1606sf ranch home w/bunkhouse, 
horse setup, on 6.11ac on CR 48X just 
outside town of Saguache. Lots of updates 
to the home. Built in 1953, updated from 
2013-current.    

New Listings

56 Wagon Wheel Road - $299,000
Luxurious  ~1800sf 2BD/2BA southwest-
style ranch home built in 2002.  2-car 
garage w/studio. Large windows in great 
room w/stone fireplace & amazing views. 
4.6 acres, well & septic.    

207C Foothill OL - $255,000
2-story 3BD/2.5BA/Study 2192sf home on 
.965 acres built with non-toxic materials & 
energy efficiency. Lrg kitchen, bamboo 
floors, pine ceilings. Spacious master suite 
w/Jacuzzi tub, sep. shower, marble 
counters. Views/Deck.     

Baca Meadows

Townhouse #10 - $187,000
Exquisite town house completely remodeled 
in 2008. 1480sf 2-story 2BD/2BA features 
redesigned kitchen & bathrooms, updated 
heat & lighting systems, beautiful patio. 
Must see!        

Grants

499C Willow Trail - $350,000
A unique & rare find! ~3900sf with 4bd/3ba/
office/sunroom + attached greenhouse. 20+ 
acres. Tall trees. Private, long cul de sac & 
backs to Conservation Easement, offering 
extreme privacy. Well water.      

 Lots of Space Horse Property

Fantastic Great Room!

Non-Toxic, Great Value $116/sf! Reduced from $189,000

Remodeled Luxury

WAS - $389,000

Acreage

 SOLD!

120 W. Silver, Town of Crestone - $399,000
This large 4320sf commercial building is 
currently in residential use as 7 units. Can 
convert to full commercial use as 
professional offices, retail and much more. 
Includes Lots 1 & 2, Block 43. Potential 
seller finance.       

999C Badger Road - $289,000
Charming 2BR/1.75 BA 1412sf home up 
high in CH 1 on 2.48ac, private, treed. 
Built in 2002, recently updated in 2017 w/
garden soak tub, stainless appliances & 
more! Amazing views.. Frame construction 
w/strawbale in-fill. A special property.        

 

1738C Willow Creek Way - $259,000
Built in 2013, this Paul Koppana strawbale 
eco-friendly home sits up high in Chalet 1.  
2BD/2BA, 1532sf on .91 acres. Strong 
passive solar. Solar radiant floor heat & 
domestic hot water.  Energy efficient.      

323 Holiday Way - $235,000
3BD/2BA 1650sf recently renovated w/new 
kitchen & master bath. High-quality 
finishes. Oversized, insulated garage w/ 
adjoining bonus room. Private.     

 

415C Moonlight Way - $159,000
 This 945sf SW-style 2-story, 1BD/1BA 
stucco home sits on 1.01ac. (+ Lot 414) 
adjoining Crestone Creek greenbelt & close 
to town. New roof & solar-thermal 
collectors. Add’l bldg slab for larger home to 
be built.        

 

157 Moonlight Way - $69,000
Fantastic creek site close to town on paved 
road. Construction has started, 1000sf 
round home, plans available. All utilities in. 
Foundation has radiant heat piping & 
plumbing installed. Framing started. Close 
access to hiking trails.        

WAS $499,000 

Downtown Crestone 

Southwest Sanctuary Energy Efficient  Fantastic Views 3 Creek Lots

WAS $199,000

Creek Site

Grants

1381 Saddle Rock Trail - $280,000
Light-filled 1902 sf 2BR/1BA strawbale 
off-grid home w/stunning  views. Radiant 
in-floor heat & heartstone woodstove. Open 
living space, private gardens, walled patio, 
greenhouse, shed & heated garage. 8+ acr 
incl. lots 1381, 1444 &1445.    

Chalets  

780C Palomino OL - $585,000
Built by Lee Mitchell to capture mtn & valley 
views, elegant 3 BR/2.5BA home w/2-car 
garage on 2.787 acres. Fantastic 
landscaping & flowing water. In-floor 
radiant heat & Hearthstone woodstove w/
stone surround. Expansive Master balcony.    

 437C N. Chaparral Way - $479,000
Built by Paul Koppana 2020sf 4 bd/2 ba 
strawbale home + detached oversized 
2-car garage w/potential apt is designed 
non toxic materials and energy efficiency. 
On 2.09 Acres bordering greenbelt of 
Crestone Creek w/ Sauna & outdoor oven.       

 

1967C Rockyview Way - $439,000
Luxurious 3BD/2.75BA/Office/3-car Garage 
2953sf home sits on 2.374 acres & has a 
2-room upstairs Master Suite. Beautifully 
landscaped courtyards & gardens with 
custom fence & deck, great views.    

 

3959C Cheerful Court - $424,000
Custom Cathedral Style Mt Home. Approx 
2700 sq/ft, located on 2.16 acres by 
Cottonwood Creek. Many architectural 
features incls Brazilian cherry hrdwd flrs, 
diamond plaster walls. Features 30x16’ Art 
Studio.    

 

4519C Grayline Ct - $395,000
Elegant 2BR 2BA 1932 custom strawbale 
built in 2003 by Paul Koppana. A refined 
Asian/Southwest blend. On private 
cul-de-sac 5.35 acres backs to greenbelt. 
30’ yurt w/kitchenette & bathroom.    

Off-Grid Acreage Luxurious/Views

Private Paradise

4 Bed / 2 Bath

 Indoor Exercise Pool Private on the Creek

WAS $429,000

WAS $449,000

Private Setting

Chalets

147 Moonlight Way - $279,000
Spacious 2600sf 2 story 3/2.5/Office w/
garage backing to Crestone Creek 
greenbelt. Upstairs master suite w/soak tub 
& double vanities & separate wing w/2 
BR’s, BA and living area. Downstairs is 
living, dining, kitchen & office.    

22 Alpine OL - $279,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 2232sf 
home close to town. Screened porch & 
wrap deck. Gracious Living with 
exceptional views!    

3461 Splendid Way - $265,000
This newer 1,356sf two story 2 bd/1.5ba 
home with attached 660sf garage is truly 
well built and beautiful. The living and 
bedroom space is upstairs w/ screened 
porch, great windows, modern kitchen and 
bath. Energy efficient w/ in-floor heat.   

3760 Jubilant Way - $239,000
Beautiful 1,683sf 2 bd/1.5bath/loft/2 car 
attached garage octagonal log home with 
bamboo floors, in-floor radiant heat, wood 
vaulted ceilings.  Bonus unfinished 1,200sf 
walkout basement.    

1212 Chaparral - $229,000
Ranch style 3BR/1.75BA 1272sf stucco 
home w/mtn views. Built in 2017 by Ter-
rapin & Co. near paved road close to town. 
Great room w/hardwood floors & views. 
Passive solar. Modern kitchen, new appli-
ances. ETS heater & baseboard heating.        

Spacious & near creek!

WAS $ 319,000

Magnificient Views

WAS $295,000

 Newer Construction WAS $249,000

Log Home

Contemporary

380 N Alder St  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $425,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
120 W . Silver Ave .   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $399,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
786C Panorama Way   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $399,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
1038 Beaver Trail  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $337,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
4511C Ridgecrest Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $312,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
999C Badger Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $289,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
223 Moffat Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $289,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
2145 Indian Well  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $266,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
1738C Willow Creek Way   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $259,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
535 Thornwood  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $255,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
305 Palomino Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $252,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
4376 E . Twinview OL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $245,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
3481 E . Graceful Ct .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $239,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
757 Rendezvous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $239,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
323 Holiday Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $235,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
999C Badger Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $225,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
983C Peaceful Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $224,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
1202 Wagon Wheel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $219,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
1867C Rockyview Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $219,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
1541C  Camino Real  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $205,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
3762 Carefree Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $198,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
661 Camino Del Rey  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $195,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
2035 Lost Cave Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $189,900  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD

333 Palomino Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $189,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
2715 Happy Hollow Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $185,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
635C Panorama Way   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $179,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
1212 Chaparral Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $175,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
107 Pinewood OL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $172,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
1327 Badger Road  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $172,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
98 Skyview Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $169,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
200 Evergreen  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $169,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
3705 Carefree Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $165,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
4275C Fallen Tree OL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $164,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
3901 Rarity Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $163,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
415C Moonlight Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $159,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
35 Camino Baca Grande  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $155,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
1001 Badger Rd  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $149,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
34 Camino Baca Grande  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $149,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
3735C Jubilant Way   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $149,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
760 & 761 Panorama Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $149,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
3708 Enchanted Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $142,500  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
354 Huerta Ct  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $89,000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
4485 Ridgecrest Way   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $74,500   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD*
157 Moonlight Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $69,000   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . SOLD
359 Chaparral Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $269,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  . UNDER CONTRACT
21820 County Rd . 48X  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $249,000  .  .  .  .  .  .  . UNDER CONTRACT

2017-2018 HOME SALES     (*denotes listed & sold )

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

 719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker
MARCH 2018 Listings

Jump in on an 
Active Market!
719-256-4198  

Downtown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown CrestoneDowntown Crestone WAS WAS WAS WAS WAS $199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000$199,000

SOLD!
SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!
SOLD!

http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
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Shirley Motz 719.937.1691 
Top Producer 2013

Top 1000 Trends Journal Realtors 

800 Galena Ave. $990,000 
Beyond the ordinary! Main 
home, self contained cabin, 
yurt, handcrafted meditation 
dome, stables & 40 acres. 
No covenants, pristine 
land, secluded lifestyle.

26998 CO RD 65. $480,000 
Newly remodeled home 
nestled in the foothills next 
to creek on 36.99 acres 
Domestic well. 4BD 3BA 2 
kitchens, 2 laundry rooms, 
multifamily/unit.

187 W. Silver. $475,000 
Prime location in the 
center of Little Pearl Park. 
Currently Restaurant, 
Brewery and Hotel rooms – 
Long term lease in place.

668 Crocus Rd. $375,000 
SELLER CARRY. 41 pristine 
acres with Creek running 
through it. Home & meeting 
bldg total 3550 sq ft. 
Property is entirely off grid. 

1401 Badger Rd. $357,000 
Fantastic site, screened 
porch, contemporary 2BD 
2BA home with quiet 
sunroom. Detached garage/
workshop. Home & garage 
are on 3 consolidated lots. 

1474 Badger Rd. $360,000 
3BD 2BA premier custom 
built Lee Mitchell home. 
Exterior Cempo walls, 
indoor stucco, R32 
insulation, very energy 
efficient, open floor plan. 

2720 Happy Hollow $279,000 
4BD 2.5BA Spacious 
home/B&B Beautiful, serene 
living spaces, fully furnished, 
vacation/permanent home. 
ment property.

1315 Moonlight Way 
$265,000  Large 6 BD 3 
BA home on greenbelt and 
Willow Creek. Remodel in 
2014. Adjoining lot available.

1738 Willow Creek $259,000 
Lovely 1532sf post & beam 
w/straw bale infill home w/2 
or 3 BD/2BA is located up 
high in Chalet 1 on .91 acres

33 Sunset OL $229,000 
Charming 5 BD 3.75 BA 
home with additional room 
off Master suite. 2 car garage 
& extra BA. Screened porch. 

1447 Chaparral Way 
$229,000 2BD 2BA. 1 level 
ranch living. Built in fire 
place, granite counter tops, 
& newly remodeled kitchen.

776 Table Rock Tr, $225,000 
2300 sf. 2BD 1 BA. Pristine 
23 acres bordering 1/4 mile 
of Spanish Creek. Expansive 
360 views. Finish remodel & 
save.  Great investment.

463 Lime Ave. $225,000 4BD 
2BA 2,200 sq ft home on 
edge of downtown Crestone. 
Excellent mountain views, 2 
Blocks from school & stores. 
.5 acres. 2 storage units.

4501 Ridgecrest $220,000. 
Amazingly unique property 
with 3 domes, catwalks 
attaching structures. Home 
sits high above property 
looking down on wildlife. 

80 Cottonwood Creek Road. 
$199,000 Large home on 7+ 
acres in the Grants, tons of 
charm! Built in 1998. 2555 
sq ft with an additional guest 
cottage & out buildings.

1590 Crown Point Ol 
$165,000 3BD 2BA. Large 
living room with wood 
stove. 2 car detached garage, 
grow dome & 1.5 acres on a 
quiet cul-de-sac.

250 S 2nd St. $149,500 2BD 
1BA Motivated sellers! 
Private, mountain views on 1 
acre, deep well, landscaped, 
new roof, new paint. Wood 
shed, woodstove. 

157 Moonlight Way $69,000 
Great creek site. Lots of 
amenities, underground 
utilities,  1000 sq ft round 
home started. Utilities, 
radiant heat,  & plumbing.

626 Worth st. $61,000. Great 
location in Center. Near 
school and Central Business 
District. Home needs your 
special touches to make it a 
home. 

18388 CR 65 $50,000. Home 
with some improvements 
on 40 acres, partially fenced. 
Buying “AS IS” from an 
estate.

CR 48X $249,000
Lovely horse property 
on 6 acres with creek 
meandering thru. Fenced, 
barn, bunkhouse, charming 
home, newly remodeled. 
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SPRING IS HERE
CALL US ABOUT LISTING

YOUR HOME!

To everything there is a 
season 

To those of you reading this 
column between March 4 and 
March 10, I am traveling to Bos-
ton to reside in a senior independ-
ent living apartment community 
in the Coolidge Corners neigh-
borhood, Harvard and Beacon 
Streets.  Bill, a very close friend of 
forty-eight years, is traveling with 
me and driving my rental minivan 
packed full of art, four cartons of 
books, clothes, meaningful knick-
knacks and other necessary items.  
I would title this road trip “Trav-
els with Bill and Ammi”. Actually, 
now that I think about it, I’m pret-
ty sure you will read about this ad-
venture in my next column.  Yes, 
indeed, Ammi at 84 and Bill at 76,  

two long time buddies on an road 
adventure!

Why the move?
I had my third heart attack 

last June, for years my Boston 
daughter has been urging me to 
move near her, I’m 84 and want to 
spend the non-frail years I have 
left closer to my children and 
easy to reach medical care, lead 
a simpler life and devote myself 
to painting and writing.  But we 
rarely get something without giv-
ing something.  I will be leaving 
this place, this village, this valley 
I love that has given me so much 
pleasure and growth.  There is a 
time to stay and a time to leave.  
But . . .

Where will I ever again find a 
breakfast with 10% off if I came in 

my pajamas?  Thank you Ava and 
Scott. 

Where will I ever again enjoy 
a morning breakfast with a good 
friend, a writer and teacher, with 
discourses ranging from predesti-
nation to parenting?  Thank you 
Peter Anderson.

Will I ever again enjoy a rela-
tionship with an owner of the a sec-
ond hand bookstore?  Thank you, 
Carmin.  (PS, the bookstore is now 
located in her home.) 

Will I ever again sit for a 
morning coffee and see my friends 
and neighbors as they go about 
their everyday lives, and I am part 
of those lives.  Thank you, Ben, for 
providing the Cloud Station.

No morning walk (for I will 
not own a car in Bean Town) will 
ever equal the spiritually nour-
ishing morning drive alongside 
the mountains from my home into 
town.  Thank you, Crestone Peaks.

No more godchildren with 
lives to grow with mine will live 
close by me.  Thank you Teale, 
Tyree, Tikla and Robin.

No more browsing running 
chattering wildlife to see from my 

window as I write this column.  
Thank you, dear deer, bobcat, 
squirrels, and birds.

Those marvelous valley win-
ter atmospherics will be memo-
ries only.  Thank you, clouds and 
sky and snow and mist, black and 
white patterns in the wooded snow.

I will miss those Living 
Wisdom board meetings where I 
learned so much with such good 
folks, unlearning inefficient man-
agement patterns from my past life 
and discovering that old dogs can, 
indeed, learn new tricks.  Thank 
you Kirsten, Judy, Barbara.

Alas, Boston will not provide 
a Sunday breakfast with a magnifi-
cent view of snow-covered peaks.  
Thank you, Desert Sage.

Finally, to the Company of 
Players, who became such an im-
portant and creative and satisfying 
part of my life, thank you, my dear 
and faithful companions.

Thank you, sweet Crestone, 
for thirteen good years.

There will be new challenges 
and new adventures in Boston to 
keep me growing.  Next issue . . . 
Travels with Ammi and Bill.

Aging as an  
 adventure

by Ammi Kohn

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Ancestral Puebloans’ trade 
routes spanned western North Amer-
ica and Mesoamerica. Archeologists 
have found Ancestral Pueblan tur-
quoise and copper in Mexican ruins 
and seashells from the Gulf of Mex-
ico, parrot feathers and chocolate in 
ruins at Chaco Canyon. Turquoise 
has an important role in many cere-
monies and prayers of indigenous in-
habitants. In 1542 explorer Hernan-
do De Soto wrote from somewhere 
in the lower Mississippi Valley that 
he was shown “turquoise and shawls 
of cotton which the Indians gave me 
to understand by sign, were brought 
from the direction of the sunset.” It is 
thought that native people had been 
working turquoise about 1200 years 
before the Spanish arrived. Between 
1350 and 1600 approximately two 
hundred mines were in production in 
the American southwest. The largest 
ancient turquoise mine yet found is 
near Cerrillos, NM.

Maxine McBrinn, Curator of 
Archeology at the Museum of Indian 
arts and Culture said, “Turquoise 
stands for water, for sky and for 
bountiful harvests, health and pro-
tection. Turquoise green symbolizes 
creation and the hope of security and 
beauty. These ideas were so impor-
tant that if the stone was not availa-
ble its color was represented through 
other method.” The Navajo or Dine 
believes that turquoise carried with 
a person can ensure fertility of seed 
and success in hunting. Apache peo-
ple believe that the pot at the rain-
bow’s end is filled with turquoise.
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Turquoise
continued from page B-1

Let’s make clean energy for 
the San Luis Valley a priority

by Wade Lockhart
It’s getting to be a worn out 

statement:  The times are a chang-
ing. If you haven’t experienced it 
and just believe what you read, we 
are in the midst of climate change. 
If you would like to be proactive in 
something other than encourag-
ing it, then this information might 
help you. 

Where do we buy our elec-
tricity and how is it generated? 
Unless you are off “the grid” in a 
solar home, or possibly hydro pow-
er, you are probably on the grid.  
The power transmission lines that 
you see running almost every-
where are what makes up the grid 
along with the support equipment, 
transformers, stations and then fi-
nally, at the source, the power gen-
eration stations.

We are part of a co-op
Here in Crestone, if you are 

on the grid, you buy electric power 
from SLVREC in Monte Vista, CO. 
This is the home office of San Luis 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative 
(SLVREC), of which whether you 
know it or not, you are a vested 
member. The raw electricity it-
self is produced by Tri-State Gen-
eration, which has three coal fired 
power plants: two in Colorado, one 
in New Mexico. These plants are 
tied into the grid, which is shared 
by most traditional power gen-
eration companies, such as Excel 
Energy, Guzman, and others. Ac-
tually if you look at the grid, the 

entire US is tied together in an 
integrated electric power grid. 
The advantages of the grid are 
long established back to the days 
when electricity first came to rural 
areas.  Tri-State Generation is a 
non-profit company that is owned 
by 43 member co-ops of which our 
own SLVREC is a member, and 
technically you are a member. So 
why am I explaining all of this, 
and what does it have to do with 
climate change?

Climate change is upon us. If 
we are smart, we need to be mak-
ing adjustments to our daily fossil 
fuel energy use. Many of the steps 
are obvious. A not-so-obvious step 
might be what you are reading 
about now. As a co-op member of 
your electricity company, you have 
a vote. Every four years there is 
an election for a Saguache Coun-
ty representative to sit on the 
SLVREC governing board, con-
sisting of five separate districts, a 
board member “at large” and the 
CEO. So there are seven voting 
members on the board, each rep-
resenting the needs of their indi-
vidual constituencies. 

Going green
Recently it was mandated by 

the people of Colorado to require 
30% of electric power to be gener-
ated by renewables. Renewables 
are wind, solar and hydropower. 
Tri-State Generation fought this 
mandate saying that rural areas 
could not afford the shift to renew-

ables due to higher costs:  having 
longer distances and fewer custom-
ers to cover the upgrades, among 
other reasons that were all logical. 
Nevertheless, their feet were held 
to the fire and they are comply-
ing, but through some negotiations 
SLVREC was able to lower their 
portion of renewable energy to 
20%. All said, our co-op members 
are paying almost 50% more for 
electricity than some urban areas 
of the Front Range, one of the costs 
of living in such a beautiful, remote 
place as this.

In the past, choices were 
made almost solely on their eco-
nomic import, and to a much less-
er degree, the environment. That 
old, worn out statement: the times 
are . . . , again. The purpose here 
really is just to educate. In the 
spring of 2021, (seems like sci-
ence fiction), there will be a ballot 
in your mailbox to make a choice 
of candidate(s) whom you may be 
clueless about, as is often the case 
here in our rural area. Be careful 
not to toss it out as junk mail. It 
is possible that this time around 
one (or more!) of those candidates 
will represent clean energy, i.e. re-
newables, in contrast to past years. 
If this seems like a proactive way 
to effect reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions, take the opportunity to 
make a difference. Stay tuned and 
vote for clean energy. It is a step in 
the right direction toward a clean-
er, more sustainable planet. 

Comments and questions can 
be sent to: Wade Lockhart, email: 
lockiew@yahoo.com

Wade has been a resident of 
the Crestone Baca area since 2002.

mailto:lockiew@yahoo.com
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A number of years ago I creat-
ed a course called “Reclaiming our 
Herbal Heritage”.  I felt people all 
over this county needed to be edu-
cated on how to obtain and use com-
mon medicinal  herbs for their own 
and their families’ use.  I though of 
mothers, because traditionally they 
are the nurturers of the family’s 
heath, though it could be fathers, 
grandparents, or single people.  We 
give our power away when we give 
the medical world exclusive rights 
to our families’ health.  This is not 
to disparage doctors, because they 
do perform miracles and save lives.  
It’s just to say that there is a lot 
that we can do at home.  We never 
know, really, which way the laws of 
the land will go regarding “alterna-
tive medicine”, and what the avail-

ability will be of herbal products, 
homeopathy, and other commonly 
used medicines and supplements.  
The time has come for us to grow, 
gather, and process our own heal-
ing supplies.

Let’s talk first about ten com-
mon herbs that should be in every 
family garden.  All of these can be 
easily grown here and across the 
country.  They are:  Chamomile, 
Calendula, Lemon Balm, Mother-
wort, Nettles, Garlic, Echinacea 
(E angustifolia if possible), Hore-
hound, Thyme, and Black Elder.  
Of these, Motherwort, Nettles, and 
Horehound grow wild here and so 
do not need as much protection 
from deer.  These can be grown in 
your existing vegetable garden, in 
a container garden (most), or in a 

greenhouse.  Elder is a bush/small 
tree so will need extra care and 
protection.  Lemon Balm, Moth-
erwort, and Thyme are all in the 
mint family and will commingle 
if you let them.  Advice is to grow 
each as far away from the other as 
possible and put a metal barrier in 
the ground around each to prevent 
them from taking over the garden.

Buy seeds or cuttings that are 
organic and GMO-free.  Strictly 
Medicinal Seeds has seeds for all 
kinds of medicinal herbs at htt-
ps://strictlymedicinalseeds.com 
and you can also purchase them 
through Mountain Rose Herbs at 
www.mountainroseherbs.com.  Af-
ter this first year you will want to 
save the seeds for next year.  

We will go further on this top-
ic, but for now plant the seeds.  FYI 
you will be gathering and drying 
the flowers of Chamomile and Ca-
lendula, gathering and drying the 
leaves of Lemon Balm, and Nettles, 
and gathering the above-ground 
parts of Horehound and Moth-
erwort (to be dried or tinctured). 
Echinacea is a several-year project 
as you will gather the roots when 

the time is right.  And as Elder is a 
small tree, that will also take sev-
eral years.  The flowers and berries 
are the parts used here.

So for now, get the garden 
ready to plant, and gather seeds.  
Enjoy, and we’ll go further next 
time!

Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 
herbalist and natural healer, also 
working with Plant Spirit Medi-
cine, Intuitive Energy Healing and 
‘The Journey’ cellular healing.  For 
an appointment call 719-937-7786 
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

www.SangreD.com

116 South Alder Street, Suite A
Sangre de Cristo Inn Building
North of the post office in 

downtown Crestone

Vivia Lawson
Broker/Owner

719.256.5800

Picture Your New Life

1468 Badger Road
3 bed, 2 bath, beautiful views from 

patio, convenient to town.  $153,900

2776 N Carefree Way
Two bedroom mountain cabin with loads 
of character and views!  $165,000

865 Pine Cone. 2 bed, 2 bath beau-
tiful passive solar home with great 

mountain and valley views. $189,000

Your New Life

Make it a Reality

323 Holiday. Great views on private 
triple lot. 3 bed, 2 bath, garage, new 

kitchen & bath.  $235,000
430 Heatherbrae. Great opportunity in the 
Grants: Off-grid privacy with shop, attached 

greenhouse, passive solar, horse fencing. 
Ready for rustic splendor!  $120,000

Vacant Land

Under Contract

Lots 5 & 6, Block 59, Crestone,
$35,000 each 

1463 Horseshoe Trail $4,500

1796 & 1797 Lone Pine Way, 
$8,000 each

Lots 2 & 3 Block 59, 
Town of Crestone

Baca Meadows Townhouse #11
2 bedroom, 2 bath, convenient living! 

Next to restaurant!  $149,000

NEW
 LISTING!

BACK ON M
ARKET!

3670 Enchanted Terrace. Truly enchanting 
cabin in the woods, sold fully furnished for 

retreat. Must see!  $215,000

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
Community herbalism

Chamomile.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured

       
     TERRAPIN & COMPANY

Brent Vandever
Installation, Maintenance  
& Repair

 Electrical & Electronic
   Appliance
 Basic Carpentry 
   & Plumbing
 Refrigeration
 Furnace & Woodstove
 Basic Solar
 Automotive
 Knife Sharpening

719-480-4360
PO Box 1125

Crestone, CO 81131
TinyHouseGuySLV@gmail.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
htt-ps://strictlymedicinalseeds.com
htt-ps://strictlymedicinalseeds.com
http://www.mountainroseherbs.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
http://www.SangreD.com
mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net
mailto:TinyHouseGuySLV@gmail.com
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by Ed Lyell 
The political system is being 

blamed for not having gun control. 
The data is very clear that other 
nations do not have the number 
of youth and adults being killed in 
school shootings. This is one area 
in which America is still number 
one in the world. In most developed 
nations they have never had such a 
shooting, and they do have strong 
gun control laws. We need laws 
banning assault rifles and other 
gun restrictions. Yet we should not 
concentrate on just gun laws. This 
recent Florida shooting provides 
ample evidence that the shooter 
had mental health problems. More 
importantly, his issues were well 
known to many people for almost a 
decade before the shooting. The so-
cial support system as well as law 
enforcement failed him and us. 

The shooter had many emo-
tional setbacks and clearly could 
not deal with them alone. Teachers 
and child services reached out to 
help but the bureaucracy lost him. 
His years of acting out reminded 
me of my younger brother’s strug-
gles back in the 1950s. My brother 
had a rage problem and would get 
in fights; after beating up his third 
school principal he was thrown out 
of school. If machine guns had been 
available to my brother, then he 
might have done what the Florida 
shooter did on that day of frustra-
tion. Thus this issue is important 
and close to me.

Just expelling the student 
does nothing but further damage 
her/him. I used to tell school su-
perintendents that instead of ex-
pelling students they should have 
study halls with just textbooks and 
classical music (real punishment 
to a teenager). More importantly 
we need to have more alternative 
learning activities. I have advo-
cated alternatives since the 1970s, 
and now we have overwhelming ev-
idence for many learning changes 
to support my old ideas. Ideas are 
now new programs providing for:

1. Individual academic 
plans and one-on-one men-
torship: Schools must empower 
teachers, parents, and students to 
collaboratively develop individual-
ized academic plans aligned to each 

student’s unique skills and inter-
ests. 

2. Teaching method: Stu-
dents who receive the right blend of 
inquiry-based and teacher-directed 
instruction have the best outcomes. 
Most classrooms still use “teacher-
directed instruction,” in which 
the teacher explains and demon-
strates ideas, considers questions, 
and leads classroom discussions. 
However, students learn better 
and have fun learning based on 
“inquiry- based teaching,” in which 
students are given a more promi-
nent role in their own learning—
for example, by developing their 
own hypotheses and experiments.

3. Student mindsets have 
triple the effect of socioeco-
nomic background on student 
outcomes:

• In poorly performing 
schools, having a   well-calibrated 
motivation mindset is equivalent 
to vaulting from the lowest to the 
highest socioeconomic quartile.

• Mindsets, such as motiva-
tion and self-belief, have greater 
impact on student performance 
than any other factor—and double 
the effect of socioeconomic back-
ground.

• Examples of subject orien-
tation mindsets: I have fun learn-
ing science; I am interested in the 
universe and its history; Air pollu-
tion will get worse over the next 20 
years. 

Examples of general mind-
sets: I see myself as an ambitious 
person; What I learn in school will 
help get me a job; I feel like I be-
long.

4. Flexibility for compe-
tency-based education: District 
leaders should seek relief from 
prohibitive state requirements 
such as seat time to eliminate ar-
tificial barriers and allow students 
to advance through their learning 
as they master content by demon-
strating competencies learned. 

5. Blended learning: Dis-
tricts can also better prepare stu-
dents by providing chances to learn 
via different modalities (direct in-
struction, small groups, peer-to-
peer, blended, virtual). Blended 
learning and digital coursework 
allow schools to offer lessons, en-

richment opportunities, even whole 
courses that they could otherwise 
not provide, which can expand 
the number of advanced place-
ment classes students can take and 
broaden horizons by exposing stu-
dents to concepts that might other-
wise be unavailable in some of our 
more remote corners.

6. Multiple pathways: In 
this context, this refers to an acad-
emies concept, providing a differ-
ent course path for each student to 
opt into based on his or her career 
interests. 

7. Real-world learning: 
Districts should seek flexibility 
from any state requirements that 
may hinder a student’s ability to 
participate in credit-bearing in-
ternships or dual enrollment op-
portunities off-campus.

I urge readers to contact me at 
the email or Facebook below to tell 
me what you think of these ideas 
and suggest others. School shoot-
ings are just symptoms of the fail-
ure to engage students in learning, 
community bonding and contribut-
ing to society. We need to fix the un-
derlying problems and causes, not 
just attack the symptoms. 

Ed Lyell, PhD, is Professor 
Emeritus, Business and Economics 
Adams State University. Contact 
him at ehlyell@adams.edu,  face-
book dredlyell.

by Peter Anderson
A Democrat’s lament for what Republicans have become
(sung to the tune of I’m Proud to be an American by Lee Greenwood)

So you’re proud to be a Republican
Cause corporations are just folks
Who have feelings just like you and me
And get depressed when we tell jokes
About their traumas and their shadows
And their laissez-fairy tales;
That diss their naked bottom lines
And the love of their net sales

So you’re proud to be a Republican
Who think money means free speech
Who pass plates for new munitions
And the ministers who preach
They’ve got Jesus on the mainline
While for us he’s out of reach
As he must be for peacemakers 
The hungry and the meek

So you’re proud to be a Republican
While monopolies run free
Your lobbyists fight for big oil
Haliburton and BP
And now with your dear leader
You’ve gone out on a spree
Where you spend it all and leave the bill
For families yet-to-be

In Search of Economic Reality
School shootings are dramatic symptoms of America failing its youth 

mailto:ehlyell@adams.edu
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by Kizzen Laki
It had been snowing lightly all 

day and now it had really started to 
pick up. A heavy wet spring snow 
was making 285, where it ran along 
south Denver, very slick. The sun 
was setting and our goal was to 
make it home to our cabin in the 
mountains in Chalk Creek Canyon, 
still over three hours away.  In the 
early 1970s there used to be a whole 
lot of open land in the stretch be-
tween Lakewood and Morrison. As 
we drove, trying to see in the snow-
storm, I spotted a dog off the side of 
the highway struggling and not able 
to walk. Stop! I called to Earl, my 
husband. He didn’t really want to, 
not a great place to pull over, but he 
managed. We backed up along the 
snow-packed shoulder to the dog. A 
pretty red Irish setter that looked 
like she may have been hit. We 
couldn’t see any nearby houses, but 
in the foggy snow there looked to 
be a development a couple of miles 
away.

We loaded her in the front seat 
of our old truck. With our 7-month-
old daughter on my lap I tried to 
evaluate the dog’s condition. There 
was some blood by her mouth, could 
be an indicator of internal inju-
ries, no sign of broken ribs or legs. 
Breathing well but cold and shiver-
ing and scared.

We pulled off in Morrison hop-
ing to find help for the dog. Not 
much to Morrison in those days, but 
we did find a police car hanging out 
by the cafe. We tried to give them 
the dog. They wouldn’t take her—
an injured dog that could bleed or 
die in their car? No way. No shel-
ter, no vet anywhere around on this 
snowy Saturday night. There was 
a tag on her collar, and we got the 
police to call finally, but the number 
was no good. By then the snow was 
heavy and the police said  the roads 
into the mountains were bad. We 
had friends in Golden, so we crept 
up the old Morrison road, past Red 
Rocks, and were given refuge for the 
night.

The Irish setter warmed up. 

Turned out the reason she couldn’t 
walk was heavy balls of snow stuck 
in her the fur of her feet. The bleed-
ing by her mouth was from a small 
cut. She was fine. Tried the phone 
number again, no luck. So we took 
her home.

I watched the Denver Post 
classifieds for a couple of weeks 
looking for a “lost dog” ad. One nev-
er appeared. We adopted her and I 
named her Kaydee. Someone had 
invested a lot of time in her, as she 
was very well trained. A bit “dingy” 
in an Irish Setter sort of way. A lit-
tle high strung and obsessed by crit-
ters in the wood pile. Kaydee soon 
became “my” dog, always at my 
side.  She was a very classy dog for a 
bunch of back woods cabin hippies.

Despite her pedigree, Kaydee  
Dog was happy to ride in the back 
of the pickup. When we’d go into the 
grocery store in Buena Vista she 
would sometimes jump out, sniff 
around and then jump back in. The 
summer after we got her, we came 
out of the store and she was gone. 
Called and looked, posted notices 
but no response. Maybe she was 
destined for home hopping.

Later that summer we took a 
trip to Leadville and while walking 
down the street I saw a guy with an 
Irish Setter that sure looked like 
Kaydee. I called her name and she 
went wild with joy. Me too. “Found 
her lost outside the grocery store in 
Buena Vista,” the guy said. Sure. 
That elegant pretty pure-blood Irish 
Setter jumped right into the truck 
and came back home with us.

But we weren’t destined to be 
just a one-dog family.

The next spring I was driving 
my VW bug just outside of Buena 
Vista along the river road and spot-
ted a litter of 3 puppies that had 
been abandoned near a farmhouse. 
Cute pups. I tried the farmhouse 
but nobody was home.  One of the 
pups really caught my eye and I de-
cided to take him. What to do with 
the others? They followed me to 
the road, swarmed around my car, 
little tails wagging like crazy! And 

the the town police 
car showed up, cruis-
ing the road, flash-
ing his lights.  Pulled 
over and started ac-
cusing me of dumping 
the pups. “No, no!” I 
plead. Really! But he 
was very doubtful and 
stern so I ended up 
loading all three pups 
“back” into my car. No 
way could I keep three 
puppies! I made the 
rounds of friends and 
the pups wagged their 
way into their homes.

The one I kept 
was an Australian 
shepherd mix. Grey, 
white, brown with one eye that was 
half blue. We named him “Sky in 
the Eye”. Bred to be a ranch dog, he 
could, from a standing start, jump 
to the top of a full load of hay bales 
in the truck. If the truck wasn’t full 
of hay bales he liked to ride on top of 
the cab—wind in his fur, grin on his 
face —until he fell off going around a 
curve. Cured him of that stunt.

He kept the goats and chick-
ens in line. When I had my second 
child, Sky kept an eye on him as 
part of his pack. 

Sky was the opposite of Kay-
dee Dog. Where she was ladylike, he 
was rough and tumble. He’d stand 
off a bobcat going for the chicken 
coop while Kaydee would sit pretty 
on the porch. One evening we load-
ed the dogs into the truck after fin-
ishing some construction work up 
at the 3-Elk subdivision. We made a 
brief stop at the job foreman’s house 
and headed home. When we got 
to the highway about seven miles 
away we realized we didn’t have 
the dogs. Halfway back up the road, 
here comes Sky, running at top 
speed to follow the truck. No sign of 
Kaydee. We drove all the way back 
and she was sitting patiently out-
side the foreman’s house waiting to 
be rescued yet again.

An elderly lady friend really 
took a liking to Sky. She’d take 
him home for days at a time. She 
was lonely and loved that dog, and 
whether it was her, or those home-
cooked meals, he also loved her. He 
would jump into her car without 
a backward glance. He got plump 
and got to ride in the front seat. 
We eventually just gave him to her. 
Or maybe she “forgot” to bring him 
back.

Kaydee stayed with me. One 
evening while crossing the street af-
ter we moved to town she got hit by 
a passing car. Took a blow right to 
her head. I rushed her to the local 
vet, who didn’t give me much hope 
that she’d survive the night. Frac-
tured orbit. I went to see her the 
next morning with a feeling of dread 
but was greeted by her thumping 
tail. She recovered just fine—al-
though she did have a funny looking 
face after that.

A nine-lives dog.
We never knew how old Kay-

dee Dog was, but she grew old and 
grey around the muzzle. She was 
my companion for many long years. 
Through a move out of the canyon, 
to a new life with a new baby.  She 
was eventually put to rest in Cre-
stone. 

Good dogs.
Oh, how much we love our 

good dogs. Their lives entwine with 
the stories of ours. 

Kizzen and her family and 
other assorted young folk lived in 
the cabins of Chalk Creek Canyon in 
the 1970s. They chopped wood and 
hauled water. This is a story from 
those days.

This Mountain Mama story 
is sponsored by

Tin Man ServicesThe One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

Stop in to this side  
of the Rockies  

from March 1 - March 31   
get up to $60 mail in rebate 

on installation  
of brake service.

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

Mountain Mamas  
    Tell Tall Tales

Chalk Creek Stories
Good Dogs

Sky Dog with Kizzen’s young son Talmath.

A young Nakia, Michelle, Kizzen and 
Kaydee Dog on the trail.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.kenskoglund.com
http://www.kenskoglund.com
http://www.kenskoglund.com
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by Suzanne McGregor
The month of March seems 

like a long stretch with little 
breaks in it—except for the week-
long spring break (March 19-23) 
for the school students.  This is 
the perfect time to come into the 

library and check out some books 
for that time off.  We have many 
new additions to our collections 
for young readers, including fan-
tasies, new series, and some sci-
ence and art books.  Come in and 
take a look—we are sure that you 
will find something exciting and 
thought-provoking that can fill 
those days off from school. 

Many folks have come in 
and asked “When are we moving 
to the new library in town?” or 
“What can I do to help the cur-
rent library?” Get the updated in-
formation about these questions  
and other pertinent issues by be-
coming an active member of the 

Friends of the Baca Grande Li-
brary.  Their next meeting is Fri-
day, March 23 at 3pm at Crestone 
Town Hall.  You are also most wel-
come at the Northern Saguache 
County Library District board 
meetings held once a month, alter-
nating between the Baca Grande 
Library and the Saguache Public 
Library. Your input as community 
members and library-users is ex-
tremely valuable!

We would like to thank 
Jeanie Krogh who substituted for 
Sandia while she was off recuper-
ating for three weeks.  Jeanie did 
a great job of helping the library 
run smoothly, and Sandia is back 

at the desk and ready to resume 
her duties.

Important note!  If you have 
books or videos to donate to the li-
brary, please check with us first!  
Leaving boxes of books on the 
front deck creates lots of extra 
work for us, especially if the books 
are moldy and outdated.  We sin-
cerely appreciate donations, but 
due to the limited space in the li-
brary, it is necessary to pick and 
choose what we add to our collec-
tions.

Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.

L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

Electrum’s Rentals
Retreat and Enjoy!!

The Hobbit House
Shamanic Healing House

Rental House Management

Call or text: 719-588-2114
globalspirit13@gmail.com

Nighly, Weekly, Monthly

Crestone Colorado
The Silver Star Lodge

 & Retreat Center
Wild Peace, Sunset Views

Hosting groups of 4-12 
Adjacent to trails

Reserve now:  719-588-4435
info@theSilverStar.net

theSilverStar.net

Welcome
Baca Townhouse No. 9

505.983.1343          505.670.0194
mswingard@gmail.com

BacaTownhouse.com

Beautiful, gentle, 
relaxing setting

Two floors, two bedrooms,  
two baths

Reasonable Rate

free wifi, near Desert Sage
easy walk into Crestone

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units
with individual bathrooms

Fully furnished kitchens
Spacious and Private

Beautiful views 
Long-term Rentals Available!

[

[

[

[

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonerentals.net

L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

  Used Appliances
         & Repairs

Aaron Anderson
719.298.1026

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

Invite your friends to Crestone

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:globalspirit13@gmail.com
mailto:info@theSilverStar.net
mailto:mswingard@gmail.com
mailto:crestonebacath@gmail.com
http://www.crestonerentals.net
mailto:collcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.collhouse.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:jenna@mazzuccalaw.com
http://www.mazzuccalaw.com
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A whirlwind appeared out of  
nowhere and when it cleared, a young 
girl was lying on the ground. Poppy and 
Pierre peered down at her just as Sarah’s 
eyes fluttered open. 

“Oh good, she’s arrived!” A tinkling 
fairy voice came from behind them. “It’s 
time to start your training.”

“Training?” The bunnies and Sarah 
said in unison.

“We can’t send you to spy on the 
evil wizard Lasher without a little train-
ing.”

 “Spy? Evil wizard?” Sarah asked. 
“This is a dream? Right?

 “No dream. No time to chat. My 

name is Sunita Sunfairy, and time is of  
the essence. Follow me!” The fairy or-
dered and took off  down the path.

Sarah and the bunnies stood, dumb-
founded.

“Now!” She turned and called.
The streets were paved with dia-

monds; slender trees with white trunks 
and golden flowers lined them. Crystal 
fairy castles with tall turrets shot rain-
bows in every direction. 

“Look!” Pierre pointed at a particu-
larly beautiful building. 

Poppy and Sarah stopped and 
stared, awestruck.

“Hurry, hurry!” Sunita grabbed 

Pierre’s ear and pulled him along until he 
complained loudly. Poppy and Sarah ran 
to catch up.

They came to a meadow bordered 
by a tall forest shimmering golden in the 
sunlight.

“Beyond this forest,” Sunita told 
them, “is the Land of  Fright. For centu-
ries, our spells kept the forest safe, but 
Lasher discovered a way to break them. 
He has taken over much of  the forest, 
and we think he is about to attack fairy-
land. Once he conquers us, humanland is 
in danger because we also protect it with 
our spells.” 

“But I’m only a kid.” Sarah pro-
tested, “and they’re bunny rabbits!”

“That’s why we’ve chosen you. You 
are kind and pure of  heart. Lasher is so 
evil, he may not even be able to see you 
because he can only recognize evil. And 
even if  he does, as you say, you’re just a 
kid and two bunnies, no threat to him.”

“What do you want us to do?” 
Pierre stood up straight and tall, outward-
ly accepting the challenge, but trembling 
inside.

“That’s the spirit.” Sunita said and 
tapped each one on the head with her 
wand.”
  To be continued. 

place page number in this box

Kidz   Korner
Diane is a chil-
dren s̓ book au-
thor, host of The 
Fairy Train radio 
hour and other fun 
stuff. Her books 
can be found at lo-
cal stores. For more 
info go to her web-

site below. 

Kidz Korner 
by 

M. Diane Bairstow
www.gypsypoetproductions.com

Why do girls scouts sell cookies?
They wanna make a sweet first impression.
Why did the cookie cry?
Because his mother was a wafer so long!
What do the cookie and the computer 
have in common?
They both have chips.
How can you tell that a blondes been 
baking chocolate chip cookies? 
There’s M&M shells all over the floor.
What is green and brown and crawls 
through the grass?
A Girl Scout who has lost her cookie.

Why did the Oreo go to the dentist?
Because it lost its filling.
What kind of  keys do kids like to carry?
Cookies!
What is a monkey’s favorite cookie?
Chocolate chimp!
Why do basketball players love cookies?
Because they can dunk them!
What do you get when you use a deer-
shaped cookie cutter? 
Cookie doe!
How do you make a baby computer cry? 
Delete his cookies!
What kind of  cookies do rich people like 
best? 
Fortune cookies!
What did Homer Simpson say when he 
dropped a plate of  cookies? 
Dough!
What type of  cookies do redheads like 
best? 
Ginger snaps!
Why did the chocolate chip cookie drop 
all his chips? 
Because that’s the way the cookie fumbles!
What do you call an oatmeal raisin cookie 
baked at 666 degrees? 
Raisin hell!
Why couldn’t the Cookie Monster make 
his bed? 
He couldn’t find a cookie sheet!
Why did the thief  rob the Keebler Elves.
Because they had a lot of  dough!
What’s the best kind of  cookie to hand 
out on Halloween? 
Ghoul scout cookies!
What do you call it when two cookies 
from the same sheet fall in love? 
A batch made in heaven!

A cats nose is ridged with a unique pat-
tern just like a human fingerprint

The Mission
A Poppy & Pierre Adventure

Story by M. Diane Bairstow - Drawing by Ginny Ducale

When should a cookie go to a doctor?
When it feels crummy.

Dolphins have names. Dolphins call 
to each other by mimicking the unique 
whistle of  their friend.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.gypsypoetproductions.com
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THEME: ST. PATRICK’S DAY
ACROSS
1. Salmon deposit
6. Old age, archaic
9. Bagpiper’s garb
13. Hawaiian veranda
14. Big Island flower necklace
15. Helper
16. V.C. Andrews’ “Flowers in the 
____”
17. Uno ___ or one more
18. 4 x 4 race
19. *”Water of life”
21. *Shamrock
23. ____ Aviv
24. Rumpelstiltskin’s weaver
25. Wildebeest
28. Mega Bloks competitor
30. *Outdoor St. Patrick’s Day 
event
35. Starting point on way to riches
37. Clump
39. Dionysus’ pipe-playing com-
panion
40. *Ireland, once
41. Ox connector, pl.
43. Quartet minus one
44. Put out on a curb
46. *William Butler Yeats, e.g.
47. Cardinal vices
48. Bee’s favorite drink
50. Russian mountain chain
52. Go gray
53. Period of illness
55. Workout unit
57. *These never lived in Ireland
60. *Hibernia
64. Musician’s exercise
65. Flying saucer acronym
67. Cleveland’s controversial chief
68. Villain
69. Decompose
70. Do penitence
71. Parting words
72. Pro vote
73. “Walk the Dog” toy, pl.

DOWN
1. Deli side
2. Beaten by walkers
3. Nay sayer
4. Middle measurement
5. Jefferson coin
6. Lined with elm trees
7. “Back To The Future” actress
8. ABBA’s genre
9. Capital of Ukraine
10. Like some rumors
11. Shakespeare’s tragic monarch
12. “Don’t give up!”
15. Olfactory property, pl.
20. Funereal lament
22. Chop off
24. ____ tower
25. *”The wearing of the ____”
26. Evian, backwards
27. Finno-____ language
29. Lump of stuff
31. Refuse visitors
32. Skylit lobbies
33. Faulkner’s “As I Lay ____”
34. Irregular or jagged
36. Religious offshoot
38. *Stout, e.g.
42. Liverpool star
45. Cursor-moving button
49. Wade’s opponent
51. Wiggle room
54. Shylock’s line of work
56. Socrates’ famous pupil
57. Dog command
58. Classic art subject
59. Puts two and two together
60. Itty-bitty bit
61. Call to a mate
62. Unacceptable
63. “Nobody ____ It Better”
64. Flow alternative
66. *British to the IRA

by Ish
1/ Woman in Gold: (2015)  
Based on a true story, Maria Altman seeks to re-

gain a world-famous painting of her aunt, Adele Bloch-
Baue I, painted by Gustav Klimt and purported to be 
the “Mona Lisa of Austria,” that was plundered by the 
Nazis during World War II. She does this, not just to re-

gain what is rightfully hers, but to obtain some measure of justice for the 
death, destruction and massive art theft perpetrated by the Nazis. Helen 
Mirren gives an Oscar-worthy performance and Ryan Reynolds plays a 
laywer with a conscience along with Daniel Bruhl and Katie Holmes.

2/ The Wave: (2015)  
A very well done film based on the fact that the mountain pass 

Akneset, located in the Geiranger fjord in Norway, one day will fall out 
and create a violent tsunami over 80 meters high that will threaten to 
crush everything in its path before it hits land in Greenland. A geologist 
gets caught in the middle of it and a race against time begins. Outshines 
any Hollywood “disaster movie.”

3/ Colony: (2016)  
10 episodes / One of the better and more believable sci-fi movies 

taking place in the not-too-far future. It pits a family between “collabo-
rate or resist,” the common thread amongst the people who have been 
invaded by aliens, occupied and colonized. Some people collaborate and 
benefit from the new order while others rebel and suffer the consequenc-
es. It doesn’t rely on special effects, but are there as emphasis.

4/ Fauda: (2015)  
2 seasons / This series won two awards for best drama series and 

best cinematography. The title “Fauda” is Arabic for chaos and it shows 
the two-sided story of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. A commander of an 
undercover Israeli unit part of the ISF, Israeli Special Forces, is operat-
ing inside Palestinian territories and his team is hunting down a Ha-
mas terrorist, Abu-Ahmed. The other perspective shows the life of Abu-
Ahmed and his family, who has thus far murdered 143 Israelis and will 
never accept the State of Israel, continuing jihad for as long as it takes. 

5/ Call of Heroes: (2016)  
This movie takes place during the warlords era in China, primarily 

in a village located in a rural area called Pucheng. The village entered 
a dangerous situation when its government allocated all of its military 
force to the front line, while the cruel commandant Cao of the enemy 
troops came to the village and began killing the innocent inhabitants. 
The guardians of Pucheng are desperate to fight agains Cao for justice 
and to protect their homeland.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations



Public Notices

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS  
FOR BACA GRANDE WATER AND 

SANITATION DISTRICT
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and 
particularly to the electors of the Baca 
Grande Water and Sanitation District of 
Saguache County, Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a regular 
election will be held on Tuesday, May 8, 
2018, between the hours of 7:00 a.m. and 
7:00 p.m. At that time, two (2) directors 
will be elected to serve a four-year term 
and two (2) directors will be elected to 
serve a two-year term.
Self-Nomination and Acceptance forms are 
available from JoAnn Slivka, the Designated 
Election Official, at 57 Baca Grant Way 
South. The deadline to submit a Self-
Nomination and Acceptance form is Friday, 
March 2, 2018.
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that applications 
for absentee ballots may be filed with the 
Designated Election Official of the District 
at the above address between the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., until the close 
of business on the Tuesday immediately 

preceding the election (Tuesday, May 1, 
2018). All absentee ballots must be returned 
to the Designated Election Official by 7:00 
p.m. on Election Day.
—BACA WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT
By: JoAnn Slivka, Designated Election Official
Published March 1, 2018 The Crestone 
Eagle. Published online February 12, 2018

Veterans Assistance Grant
The Saguache County Veterans Service 
Office has limited grant funds to assist 
with rent, utilities, food and gas. Contact 
Jim Sheeran at 719-655-2680 or at 
jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov for 
more information.

Houses & Property for Sale

For Sale 13K
4 ACRES OFF GRID SURROUNDED 
BY WILDERNESS SANCTUARY NEAR 
CRESTONE 720-301-7885

LOTS FOR SALE
2212 Spanish Creek Rd., Greenbelt, 
Creekside, W&S, Tap fee paid, great value 
at $9900, OBO! 528 Panorama Way, trees, 
views, W&S, $4000. Call 719-588-8727, or 
contact Darlene Yarbrough Real Estate at 
719-256-4198.

Houses for Rent

Panama House
Tuna Coast Panama! 4 Bd/2Ba home in 
Panama near surf beaches.  Very low rent 
for the right couple! Available March 5th, 
2018.  Furnished and utilities prepaid.  Six 
month minimum lease/agreement. Income 
opportunity!  Call or write for details. 719-
632-4443  bowronn2@gmail.com

Charming Retreat Studio  
Log Cabin

Completely furnished, gas range, full fridge, 
radiant floor heat, Steam Shower! Mtn./
Valley views. 500sf. Daily ($110), Weekly 
($700), Monthly Rates. Pics: airbnb.com/
rooms/2107536?preview_for_ml  505 
728 0244 text/call long/short term/mo. 
rates.  Avail. April 1.

Spectacular Property!
Beautiful 4 bdrm 2 bath home in Chalet I. 
2 acres, backs up to the creek, Privacy! 
Steambath & outside sauna. Access to S. 
Crestone creek trail behind the house. 
Awesome garden. Outside brick oven. 1 
dog ok, fenced yard. Built w/ non-toxic 
materials. Solar sys. for radiant floor 
heat & showers. 1 year lease $2200/
mo. 1st, last, security deposit. 719-937-
1397. Possible reduced rent if it goes on 
the market.

Home for Rent
Beautiful 2 bedroom 2 bath furnished 
home, solar floor heat, lots of light, 
fenced garden, backs greenbelt, secluded, 
serene, stellar mountain views, woodland 
walks and hiking trails near. $1,000 plus 
utilities, 3 month minimum. Sorry, no 

animals, drugs, growers, smoking. 719-256-
5654, 719-480-0609, bonniedellegar@
gmail.com

Beautifully Furnished  
2BR/2BA Home in Grants

Passive solar, ETS heater, completely 
equipped kitchen, Views from Every 
window, Pics:  https://www.airbnb.com/
rooms/22484763. $1600/mo./long term 
lease + wifi, electric.    $1800/mo./ short 
lease:  includes wifi/util.  505 728 0244

Attractive Cottage For Rent
Call Don 719-849-1506

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent

FOR RENT......
CRESTONE COLORADO ...... QUEEN ROOM 
in CHALET 2.  AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY.  
Month to Month...Very comfy. { Couple 
renting home w/2 well behaved dogs and 
an old cat }.  Private Bathroom.... Viewing 
possible by appointment. Close to Hiking & 
Ashrams.  All Utilities included and WI FI.  
No smoking. Call - 970-581-2145     Email 
- suegraywolfpetruzzi@gmail.com

Services

Veterans’ Benefits
County Veteran Service Officer does 
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at 
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn 
about your benefits.

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.
com

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop 
in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call 
Dennis 256-4110

Building or Designing a Home?
Building or Designing a Home (also 
Renovations)? www.SunPeakBuilders.
com Also, listen to my podcast on 
How2BuildGreen.com Adam Fries 970-
426-9446

Recycling
Bring your recyclables to the parking lot 
across the street from Aventa the first & 
third Saturdays of each month, 10am-2pm. 
Waste Free SLV will be asking $10 for the 
average household, less for small amounts, 
more for larger. 719-588-2703.

RELIABLE CARPENTRY & 
HANDYMAN SERVICES

38 years experience in carpentry, painting, 
stucco, tile, drywall, roofing, etc. Drug/
Alcohol free. Free Estimates 719-496-7630

IT Support
Network and computer support for windows 
and Macs. All hardware & software related 
issues. Tony 971-208-5070, cnetwerks@
gmail.com

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

Eddie High Reliable  
Waste Recyling & Services

Weekly Home Pick-ups
Saturday Kiosk Drop-off

719-849-1417

our online classified 
ad system is in rehab. 

Currently please simply send us an email  
with your ad title and text.

email:
classifieds@crestoneeagle.com  

Once we receive your message, we will respond to 
you via email to finalize the cost and take your pay-
ment, at which point the ad will go live immediately 
on our website, and will appear in print in the next 

monthly issue. (If you don’t use email you can also stop 
by the office to submit a classified ad in person.)

Please include the following:
1) Choose your Ad Category  
(select from the following:)
Houses & Property for Sale | Houses for Rent | 
Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent | Commercial 
Property for Rent | House Rental Wanted | Services | 
Help Wanted | Misc. Wanted | Misc. for Sale | Vehicles 
for Sale | Community Service | Lost and Found |  
Yard/Garage/Moving/Estate Sales | Events
2) Ad Text
Up to 175 characters included in the base cost
3) Cost
Up to 175 Characters = $14 |  
176-200 Characters = $15 | 201-225 Characters = $15 
(add $1.00 per additional 25 characters)
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov
mailto:bowronn2@gmail.com
https://www.airbnb.com/
mailto:suegraywolfpetruzzi@gmail.com
http://www.SunPeakBuilders
mailto:classifieds@crestoneeagle.com


Professional Nanny & Pet Sitter 
Available FT/PT

I5 yrs. experience. Newborn-12 yrs.  Elem. 
Ed. Degree. Animal lover. Local references  
(319)530-8637 

Painter, Cleaner,  
Dry Wall Repair & Hauler 

Looking to make life a little easier for you. 
Lots of experience. Woman powered. No 
job too small.  (319)530-8637

Help Wanted

Crestone Eagle Help Wanted
The Crestone Eagle is looking for the ideal 
person to be our advertising manager. 
Duties include working with advertisers, 
making contacts and sales, data entry, 
customer service, and working with other 
staff members to assist in data management 
and graphic design. Needs to be reliable, 
outgoing, organized, have good people 
skills and able to multi-task. Must have 
office experience, computer skills and 
a willingness to learn. Experience with 
graphic design, data base entry and sales 
a big plus. Work is part time, with most of 
the work performed from the middle to 
later half of the month. The Crestone Eagle 
is a fun place to work. If you are interested 
in joining our team send your resume to 
kizzen@crestoneeagle.com. Resumes 
accepted by email until March 15th.

Director of Communications 
Baca Grande Property Owners 

Association
The Baca Grande POA is looking for a full 
time Director of Communications. This 
position requires professional writing, 
editing and proofreading skills and must 
be able to articulate facts, details and 
instructions in simple to understand 
terms. Experience and skills utilizing web 
pages and social media and considerable 
knowledge in the use of Microsoft Word, 
Excel and other general office programs are 

required. General knowledge or the ability 
to quickly comprehend the Baca POA, its 
purpose, Bylaws, Articles of Incorporation 
and Covenants is required. Must be a self-
starter and be able to work with minimal 
supervision. Must show enthusiasm, be 
highly organized, efficient and possess 
great work ethics. Please visit www.
bacapoa.org for the full job description 
and application or call 719-256-4171 for 
more information.

Job Opening – Administrative 
Assistant – Baca Grande Property 

Owners Association
The POA is looking for candidates for an 
Administrative Assistant position. This job 
is full-time and provides benefits. The 
primary responsibility of the Administrative 
Assistant is managing the reception area 
and front desk operations, interacting with 
members and other clients of the POA via 
telephone, email or walk-in traffic. This 
position performs clerical, administrative 
and basic bookkeeping functions for the 
office. All work is to be performed in 
accordance with policies and procedures 
set-forth by the Board of Directors of the 
POA. You will also be taking on projects 
given by the Manager on an as needed basis. 
You must be a team player, a quick learner, 
able to work well unsupervised, have 
excellent communication skills, a strong 
initiative, able to multitask and function in 
a high paced environment while providing 
excellent customer service on a consistent 
basis. You will need to be proficient 
in Microsoft Word, Excel and Outlook 
programs. Excellent organizational and 
time management skills are very important.
Need to have reliable transportation and a 
valid Colorado driver’s license. Please visit 
www.bacapoa.org for application and job 
description. Applications can be dropped 
of at the POA office or emailed to info@
bacapoa.org.

Salida Circus Tutors Wanted
Salida Circus is seeking new tutors for 
the 2018/19 North Valley Circus Project 
session. New tutors will work alongside 
Salida Circus workshop manager Joan 
Lobeck at Moffat and Crestone schools. 

Circus skills not required, however ideal 
candidate must have:
- a passion for working with youth
- available at least week day to teach 
workshops
- available to attend monthly staff meeting
- a willingness to participate in 2 Circus 
Extravaganza performances (Nov and May)
- a willingness to help build a tutor team 
and board to carry on NVCP project after 
May 2019
- a willingness to learn how to facilitate 
workshops
- clean background check
Interested candidates should contact Joan 
Lobeck at 719 650-3955 or email JOAN 
<lobeckjc@comcast.net>

Part Time Work Available
Need someone w/ 4 wheel drive truck to 
haul water tank to retreat cabins by Tashi 
Gomang Stupa. Call Rene 970-308-7534.

Misc. Wanted

Seeking Employment
Available for work. I hold a strong work 
ethic, I have common sense, do my best, am 
punctual, honest, trustworthy, competent, 
intelligent, diligent, detail-oriented, and am 
skilled in the following areas – corporate 
executive assistant, sales management, 
youth programs management, book editing, 
caregiving for elderly (CDass registered), 
children and animals, detailed-cleaning, 
feng-shui organization, gourmet cooking, 
yard work and gardening, interior painting. 
Kristi O’Haver kristikohaver@gmail.com  
719-429-2774

Misc. for Sale

Akita Pups
Full bred Akita pups and young adults 
available for sale. gdeliably@gmail.com

Free

Free Manure
Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-14

Service • Safety • Satisfaction

THE VALLEY’S HOME  
FOR THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

Call Nathan today to see how 
we can save you money on 

your heating bill!

shangri lahstove@gmail.com
www.shangri lahcolorado.com

( 7 1 9 )  2 5 6 - 4 7 6 8

Lisa
719.480.5925

William
575.741.0643

BodeySaffordWoodworks@gmail.com
BodeySaffordWoodworks.Weebly.com

•MASTER CARPENTER
•FOREST RESTORATION  •PERMACULTURE

Bodey Safford Woodworks

Hello Neighbor! 
High-Speed Broadband Internet and Telephone Service

719-852-3538   www.ciello.com
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
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Dear EarthTalk: What 
are so-called “intention-
al communities?” And 
are there any in the U.S. 
that are sustainability-fo-
cused? 

 –Elissa McNeal, Washington, 
DC

By definition, an “intentional 
community” (IC) is a planned resi-
dential community built around 
commonly held values usually fos-
ter social cohesion and shared re-
sponsibilities and resources. Some 
such communities are centered 
around religion, but others primar-
ily seek to live more lightly on the 
planet. Collectives, co-housing com-
munities, ecovillages, monasteries, 
survivalist retreats, ashrams and 
yes, even communes, are all forms 
of ICs that still exist today in the 
U.S. and elsewhere.

“Humanity thrives when peo-
ple work together,” says the Fellow-
ship for Intentional Community 
(FIC), a Missouri-based non-profit 
that promotes the development of 
ICs and the evolution of coopera-
tive culture in the U.S. and Can-
ada. “An ‘Intentional Community’ 
shows what happens when people 
take this premise to the next lev-
el—by living together in a village 
of their own making which reflects 
their shared values.”

ICs that focus on sustainabil-
ity as a key tenet are usually re-
ferred to as “eco-villages,” a term 
first coined by Robert Gilman in In 
Context Magazine in 1991. What 
sets an eco-village apart from any 
old IC, according to Gilman, is the 
focus on “human scale, healthy 
and sustainable development, 
full-featured settlement, and the 
harmless integration of human 
activities into the natural world.” 
Gilman added that eco-villages 
shouldn’t take on more than 150 
residents for a well-functioning so-
cial network.

These days, more than 140 
different “eco-villages” are in op-
eration across the U.S., according 
to the Scotland-based non-profit 
Global Ecovillage Network. Per-
haps the granddaddy of mod-
ern day ICs is the EcoVillage at 
Ithaca (EVI) in upstate New York. 
Founders took five years to build 
out the basics of their community 
before inviting residents to move 
in during 1996. Given the shared 
resources and focus on sustain-
ability, an EVI resident’s ecologi-
cal footprint is about half the U.S. 
average.

“Homes in the village are 
built for maximum energy efficien-
cy,” says resident Clara Changxin 
Fang, who moved into EVI back 
in 2009. She adds that each of 
the community’s clustered duplex 
housing units is situated for maxi-
mum solar gain and feature super-
insulated walls and high-efficiency 
triple pane windows facing south to 
take advantage of natural light and 
heat. A shared hot water system is 
designed to service eight homes at 
once with minimal heat loss. De-
velopment is clustered to maximize 
open space.

EVI is hardly the only estab-
lished sustainability-oriented IC 
in the U.S. Some others include 
Arizona’s Arcosanti, Oregon’s Lost 
Valley, Vermont’s Cobb Hill, Earth-
aven in North Carolina, Hawaii’s 
Hedonisia, Altair in Pennsylva-
nia, Dancing Rabbit in Missouri, 
Wisconsin’s Dreamtime and Paz in 
Texas.

Meanwhile, for those look-
ing to get in on the ground floor of 
sustainability-oriented communal 
living, many other new eco-villag-
es are springing up coast-to-coast. 
Vermont’s Headwaters, Missouri’s 
Dogtown, Texas’ WildCraft. Michi-
gan’s Earthen Heart and Kansas’ 
Creature Conduit Sanctuary are 
among dozens of new ICs rooted 
in sustainability that are actively 
seeking like-minded individuals 
to live together according to their 
values.

CONTACTS: FIC, ic.org; 
Global Ecovillage Network, ecovil-
lage.org; EVI, ecovillageithaca.org.

EarthTalk® is a weekly syn-
dicated column produced by Doug 
Moss and Roddy Scheer for the 
non-profit EarthTalk. To find out 
more, submit a question, or make a 
donation, visit us at EarthTalk.org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
January 21 to February 20

Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip (includes melted 
snow): 0.31”
Snow: 4.7”
Measurable precipitation fell on 6 
days.
Measurable snow fell on 6 days.
A trace of snow fell on 4 days.
No rain, hail or thunderstorms oc-
curred.
Total precipitation year to 
date:
Since Jan 1 : 0.35”
Total snow to date:  
Since Jan 1 (for 2018): 5.2”
Snow Season*: 8.2”
*Snow season runs from July 1 to 
June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 54.2°F on January 31, 
and also on February 4 
Low temp: 0.2°F on January 27  
Avg. high: 42.9°F 
Avg. low: 17.0°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 50°: 8
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 40°: 20
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or below freezing: 
5
Number of days with the low tem-
perature at or below 32°: 31
Number of days with the low tem-
perature at or below 10°: 8 
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 3.0 mph  
Highest gust: 54 mph on February 
19
Main direction: Out of the east at 

night, out of the south southwest 
during the day.

Weather summary: 
With a few exceptions, our 

weather was almost spring-like 
temperature-wise, along with a 
total lack of snowfall. Tempera-
tures were very much above nor-
mal, especially at night, where 
the average low was almost 10° 
above normal. We also saw 2 re-
cord highs broken in January.

Precipitation was almost 
nil in January, with the month 
being the 5th driest January 
ever seen along with the 4th 
least amount of snow to fall in 
the month. Even worse, thanks 
to almost no snow falling in the 
previous 2 months before, the 
least ever snowpack was seen 
here this January, tied with the 
January of Crestone’s worst ever 
drought year of 2002, averag-
ing only a trace of snow on the 
ground.

Outlook for March:
Things start to moist up just 

a bit in March around here, with 
an average melted-down precipi-
tation of .90”, with almost all of 
that seen in snow. March is our 
snowiest month of the year, aver-
aging 11.8”. The most snow to fall 
in any March was back in 1983, 
when 40.4” accumulated on the 
ground.

Temperatures start out on 
the cool side in the beginning 
of this month, averaging highs 
and lows of 40° and 15° degrees 
on the first, to warming up all 
the way to highs of 52° and lows 
of 24° by the 31st. Record high 
for March was 71° on March 24, 
2012, and the coldest reading for 
the month was -10° on March 3, 
2002.

The 30-day outlook for 
March by the NWS is calling for 
both near-normal temperatures 
and precipitation for the month.

Note: For current Crestone weath-
er conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.
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