
Colo. joins National Popular Vote Interstate Compact
Recall of Governor Polis threatened

by Lisa Cyriacks
Governor Jared Polis, with 

the stroke of a pen, added Colora-
do to the growing list of states and 
the District of Columbia to adopt 
an agreement among the states to 
elect the president of the United 
States by national popular vote.

The pact will only take effect 
when enough states with a collec-
tive 270 electoral votes—the num-
ber needed to win the presidency—
agree to join. With Colorado’s nine 

electoral votes, compact members 
have 181.

Other jurisdictions that have 
enacted the legislation include 
Rhode Island, Vermont, Hawaii, 
Connecticut, Maryland, Massa-
chusetts, Washington, New Jersey, 
New York, Illinois, and California.

New Mexico, with five electors, 
and Delaware, with three electors 
are also considering joining the 
movement.

The National Popular Vote 

campaign was launched after Gore 
won the popular vote but lost the 
election when electoral votes were 
counted.

This is because although 
Americans vote directly for their 
chosen candidate in the presidential 
election every 4 years, the president 
is actually selected by the institu-
tion called the Electoral College.

Historically five out of 45 
presidents have taken office with-
out winning the national popular 
vote. The most recent was Donald 
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At Wheeler Geologic Area near Creede, a fairyland of lavender-and-white spires and other fanciful shapes has been eroded from more than eight different layers of volcanic tuff and 
ash flow deposits. photo by Shattil / Rozinski Photography from their book Valley of the Dunes. To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com
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State of marijuana in Saguache County
by Lisa Cyriacks
One of the biggest selling 

points for legalization of marijua-
na was the infusion of new tax 
revenue. Despite a steady stream 
of cannabis operations approvals 
over the past two years, Saguache 
County has yet to receive the wind-
fall revenues anticipated on the 
2016 ballot question approving a 
5% excise tax.

The decision by Saguache 
County Commissioners to allow the 
grant of numerous applications for 
grows and dispensaries throughout 

the county proved to be a bit more 
controversial in 2018 than the 
Commissioners likely expected.

The second year of approvals 
brought many residents to Com-
missioner meetings. The heart of 
the debate for some residents is 
the question of how the County is 
spending revenue from excise tax-
es and licensure fees collected from 
the legal marijuana operations. 
The other concern is the Sheriff ’s 
ability to address the illegal, black 
market side of marijuana and its 
distribution in Saguache County.

Many individuals cited multi-
ple instances during Commissioner 
and Planning Commission meet-
ings that they and their concerns 
were not being taken seriously.

In response, the Commission-
ers and the Sheriff ’s office issued a 
joint statement outlining plans to 
hire additional employees for en-
forcement, and to step up efforts 
to shut down illegal grows and en-
force state limits on plant counts.

The statement continues, 
“With the legalization of Cannabis 

continued on page 24

Wheeler Geologic Area

 One of the mysterious stone huts near 
Crestone. Who built them, what were 
they used for, and when?  
See story on page B-5

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Wade Lockhart for 
SLVREC director

Dear SLVREC member,
Be sure to look for your bal-

lot in early May, and vote for Wade 
Lockhart for Member-at-Large on 
the SLVREC Board of Directors.  
Let’s take advantage of this oppor-
tunity to bring to the SLVREC a 
fresh, clear, progressive energy in 
this time of intense transition and 
needed change. 

Wade understands the many 
forces at play, in the “big picture,” 
and is passionate about caring for 
our beloved planet and all her in-
habitants.  ~ for the greatest good 
of all. Thank you.  

Aliandra Aldren

You can serve 
our Baca water

Dear Editor,
I’m writing to encourage res-

idents within the Baca Grande 
Water and Sanitation District to 
attend a Board of Directors meet-
ing to learn about the work that’s 
currently underway and to consid-
er serving on the Board.  At present 
one vacancy exists on the five mem-
ber Board and the District is inter-
ested in filling this vacancy with 
someone that has a strong interest 
in serving our community in a posi-
tive and collaborative manner.  The 
best way to become informed about 
the projects and plans that the Dis-
trict is working on is to attend a 
meeting,  The next Board meeting 
will be held on Friday, April 19, at 
9am. We hope to see you there.

Sincerely,
John Loll
Director, BGW&SD

Put KRZA 
back on the air

In the fall of 2018 KRZA’s 
main transmitter on San Antonio 
Mountain went silent due to broken 
parts.  It was originally installed in 
2002, which means it is 17 years 
old. The shelf life of a transmitter 
is about 10-12 years. Now it is time 
to replace the entire machine with 
a new model. 

Thanks to generous dona-
tions from supporters in the fall, 
the station was able to put a down 
payment on new equipment and 
has purchased and set up a backup 
low-power transmitter for future 
outages. The total cost for this pro-
ject will be $42,000, which will in-
clude equipment and labor. KRZA 
has already put down $14,000 to 
get started. So now the station 
needs help more than ever to finish 
this project and guarantee the lon-
gevity of KRZA for at least another 
decade. 

We would really like to be 
finished and back on the air at 
full power before the Spring Fund 
Drive starting April 6, 2019. We 
will have to work against the snow 
on the mountain  where the trans-

mitter is located as well as to con-
tinue raising funds to pay for the 
installation and parts. That is 
why donations are vital right now. 
Help KRZA Community Radio to-
day by sending a donation to 528 
9th Street in Alamosa, CO 81101, 
at www.krza.org, or by calling 719-
589-8844. 

KRZA is a huge part of the 

community and it would be devas-
tating to lose it. 

Gerald Rodriguez, 
General Manager KRZA
[Editor’s Note: Janet Wood-

man and Mary Lowers will be fund-
raising for KRZA on Thursday, 
April 18, 9am-noon on 88.7FM, 
98.7FM and at krza.org. Tune ‘em 
in and call ‘em up at 719-589-8844!]
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Editor’s Notes
Climate chaos & you

I am currently reading the 
book The Uninhabitable Earth by 
David Wallace-Wells. It’s a book I 
think everyone should read—espe-
cially our elected representatives.

The Earth is in crisis and 
the effects of global warming and 
climate change have become ap-
parent. It’s only going to get worse 
from here. 

Now, that’s not a happy 
thought as we head into a spring  
that will be wonderfully green here 
after a much-wetter-than-usual 
winter. Especially after a much-
dryer-than-usual winter last year. 
Hopefully it will stay wet and we’ll 
get some nice rain. Hopefully all 
the snow in Colorado doesn’t melt 
at once. 

Be we don’t know. Weather 
has always been fickle, but climate 
has been relatively stable. Now 
“climate” has gone into a world-
wide instability where there isn’t 
a normal. 

This book explains the cas-
cade effect of warming, as one 
system affects another, making 
matters worse, compounding the 
problems.  Even if the whole planet 
should stop producing greenhouse 
gases today, the planet will stay 
warmer and experience the effects 
of this disruption, but at least not 
make it catastropically, unliveably 
worse.

Yet still people deny the sci-
ence—or their own eyes or even 
their own experiences. California 
and the west on fire. Nebraska and 
Houston under water, hurricanes  
swamping coastland, tornadoes of 
record-breaking force, heatwaves 
that kill thousands.  

We no longer have the lux-
ury of denial. Climate change 
is coming to a home near you. 
Currently, bold people are trying 
to make a Green New Deal. Others 
are trying to make you afraid of it. 
You are right to be afraid, but not 
about trying to save the planet. It’s 
the #1 priority.

Happy Spring!
—Kizzen
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“Be kind, for everyone 
you meet is fighting 

a great battle.”    
- Ian Maclaren

Notices of Valuation
Happy spring to all! The Sa-

guache County Assessor’s office 
will be sending out Notices of Valu-
ation on May 1, 2019 to all owners 
of real property in Saguache Coun-
ty as required by law. It is man-
dated we do this every other year, 
which is called a Reappraisal Year. 
The law requires us to appraise all 
real property at a June 30, 2018 
level of value which is determined 
by using all qualified sales for the 
two years prior (July 1, 2016 to 
June 30, 2018). There are three 
approaches to value: Market, In-
come, and Cost. The Tabor Amend-
ment mandates only the market 
approach can be used for residen-
tial valuation, with all other clas-
sifications including commercial, 
agricultural, etc. eligible to use any 
of the approaches to value, depend-
ing on use. 

Upon receiving your Notice of 
Valuation, please review it and let 
us know if there are any discrep-
ancies in our information such as 
classification, square footage, year 
built, etc. You have until June 1 to 
file a protest with the Assessor’s 
office. This is your opportunity to 
assist us in ensuring your infor-
mation is correct in our database; 
instructions for protest are on the 
back side of your notice. It should 
be noted the time period for com-
mercial classified sales is from 

July 1, 2013 to June 30, 2018. 
In short, if our sales analysis 

for the two-year period mentioned 
above indicates prices paid were 
higher than the previous reap-
praisal year, most property owners 
will see an increase in their value. 
If prices were lower, then there will 
be a decrease in value. This also ap-
plies to vacant land. Your property 
taxes are determined by the sum 
of the various mil levies in your 
district applied to your assessed 
value which include everything 
from schools to libraries. This ex-
planation is an over-simplification 
of a very detailed and rigorous pro-
cess which is overseen yearly by 
State-appointed auditors. The au-
ditors, by the way, have given our 
office an excellent evaluation four 
years in a row, and it reflects the 
passion and dedication of the As-
sessor’s staff. 

I hope this information is 
helpful. Investment in one’s prop-
erty is usually the largest you 
make in a lifetime and we here at 
the Assessor’s office understand 
that and are always ready to an-
swer any questions or concerns you 
may have. You can also go to www.
saguachecounty.net, click on the 
Assessor tab to access your infor-
mation on Eagle web and/or go to 
the Parcel Viewer.

Peter Peterson,
Saguache County Assessor
719-655-2521 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.krza.org
http://www.saguachecounty.net
http://www.saguachecounty.net
mailto:info@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Caswell E. Rico-Silver
July 13, 1972-March 16, 2019

Caswell E. Rico-Silver, age 
46, of Salida, passed away Sat-
urday, March 16 at his home 
after a courageous battle with 
glioblastoma.

Cas was born July 13, 1972 
in Guadalajara, Mexico to Anne 
Silver and Alfonso Rico. Cas 
grew up in Colorado, in Boulder 
and Crestone with his mother, 
and attended school in Moffat 
for a few years before attending 
high school at St. John’s Prep in 
Minnesota. He has a BS degree 
in Geology/Earth Science from 
Bowdoin College in Brunswick, 
Maine. After his stint on the 
East Coast, he felt the moun-
tains calling and made his home 
in Salida. 

Cas began his career at 
Monarch Ski Area in 1995.  He 
was in full swing on ski patrol, 
earning his directorship in 2005.  
In his role as director he was the 
head of Snow Safety and the 
Physicians/Nurses Volunteer 
Program.  He coordinated with 
Flight for Life and CDOT, as 

well as overseeing the Monarch 
Snowcat terrain area, and he 
advocated for the Avi Dog Pro-
gram.  From 2001 to 2013, Cas 
owned and operated Whitewater 
Wraps, traveling to bluegrass 
and folk music festivals along-
side his friend and business 
partner, Scott Pressly.  In 2009 
he and Janna became partners 
with Ray and Penny Kitson in 
Boathouse Cantina until 2017.  

Cas loved eating and cook-
ing good food and introducing 
his daughter, Haley, to sushi at 
the age of 4.  He enjoyed spec-
tating all sports, but most of all, 
football.  He loved to travel and 
was always game for a good ol’ 
fashioned road trip.  He loved 
his dog, Turbo, although he was 
disappointed that a three-leg-
ged-chihuahua could never be 
an avi-dog!  He laughed hys-
terically at funny cat videos. 
He biked, hiked, ran and expe-
rienced some incredible river 
trips, but above all he loved ski-
ing.  Cas especially loved skiing 
with Haley.  

Caswell is survived by his 
mothers, Anne Silver and Anny 
Rico.  Also by Janna Rico-Sil-
ver and daughter Haley Mc-
Coy.  Sisters Ana Rico Mateljan 
(Erik) and Marisa Rico (Samuel 
Lozano), nieces Emilija and Ele-
na.  Step-sister Wendy Philleo 
and step-brothers Steve, Dean 
and Bradley Philleo.  His aunt 
Sue (Ali) Harivandi and cousins 
Zsaleh and Mithra and great un-
cle Leon (Arlana) Silver.

He was preceded in death 
by his maternal grandparents, 
Caswell and Elizabeth Sil-
ver and by his father, Alfonso 
Rico. 

A memorial and celebra-
tion of Caswell’s life will be held 
on April 9, at 4pm at the Sali-
da Steamplant Ballroom. After-
wards, a buffet will be offered at 
Boathouse Cantina. Saguache County Crime Report

by Mary Lowers
An Aurora man, 76, was arrested for contempt of court charges. He 

had been sentenced on June 9, 2016 in Water Court. He was given 90 
days in the Saguache County Jail to be served from February 21 to April 
22. He may get an early release for good behavior. In another contempt 
of court action a Center man, 19, was jailed on two contempt of court 
charges. His bail was set at $6000.

As the Saguache County Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO) continues to pur-
sue fugitives from justice, two people were arrested on failure to appear 
charges. A Center man, 38, went to jail on a failure to appear charge 
with $2000 bail listed. A Center man, 40, faced jail with two failure to 
appear charges. His bail was set at $2000, and he was sentenced to six 
months’ jail time for each charge. A Moffat man, 24, was jailed on a war-
rant arrest with $300 bail listed. A Monte Vista woman, 45, went to jail 
in Saguache for a parole violation from Missouri.

A homeless man, 42, was arrested in Villa Grove for first degree 
assault, procession of contraband, menacing, and criminal mischief with 
his bail set at $50,000. A Moffat man, 30, was jailed for charges includ-
ing resisting arrest, domestic violence, and third degree assault with 
no bail listed. A Center man, 40, went to jail for domestic violence, har-
assment, and two charges of resisting arrest. He had no bail amount 
listed. A Moffat man, 62, was jailed with no bail listed on a second de-
gree assault charge. A Center man, 31, went to jail on charges including 
domestic violence, violation of a restraining order, obstruction of phone 
service, third degree assault, false imprisonment, possession of a con-
trolled substance, and resisting arrest, with no bail listed. There was no 
bail listed for a Center man, 38, who was jailed for habitually driving 
with his license revoked.

The SCSO’s call log shows that since last month there were thir-
ty-two calls for law enforcement in Moffat, eight from Crestone, thirteen 
from the Baca, thirty-eight from Saguache, twenty-two from KV Estates 
and Villa Grove. There were eight calls from Center, four calls from La 
Garita, two from Hooper Pool, and one each from Gunnison, Saguache 
City, and Bonanza.

Anna Louise B. Stewart

Core Chi Transformation 
Energy & Bodywork Combined 

Specialty in the Abdomen

970.290.7710    AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
CoreChiTransformation.com

Cosmic Tea Party
Immediate 

transfi guration 
through energy healing 

combined with 
guidance from 

the subtle realms

...................................................................................................

Anna Louise Stewart & Noona O’Riley
Noona: 719.270.7710

noonaoriley47@yahoo.com

Larry Calloway voices his concerns to the SLVREC Board of Directors, along with many 
other concerned Crestone residents, at their meeting on March 26 at the SLVREC office 
in Monte Vista.                  photo by Lori Nagel

SLVREC intent to install ‘smart meters’, 
change rate structure, draws a crowd  
at monthy meeting

by Lori Nagel
The San Luis Valley Rural 

Electric Co-op sent letters to its 
Crestone customers in mid-March 
indicating “the option to opt-out 
of an advanced meter . . . will no 
longer be available. Meters will be 
exchanged prior to April 1, 2019.”   
On March 26, at the SLVREC Board 
of Directors meeting, Crestone res-
idents were given the chance to 
be heard regarding their concerns 
about the potential installation of 
what are called “smart meters”.  
They voiced their concerns regard-
ing potential health risks, fire haz-
ards, smart meters being installed 
on bedroom walls. Some did not 
want the new meters.

Another subject of concern 
was that when the new rates will be 
assesed, potential large increases 
to their electric bills could happen 
because of how times of high de-
mand usage are factored into their 
bills.  Their letter announcing this 

billing change left customers very 
confused on just what this meant. 
People asked questions such as, 
“If I’m gone for a week, come home 
and run several large appliances 
all at once, is my bill going to go 
up overall for that short amount of 
peak useage time? Even though I 
didn’t use any electricity the week 
before?” 

The board patiently listened 
to all concerns and questions, but 
declined to answer or address any 
of them at the meeting.  Instead, 
they made a motion and voted 
on it that they will not make any 
changes to Crestone’s current ser-
vice, and not start installation of 
any smart meters for people who’ve 
opted out, until after next month’s 
meeting, which is to be held on 
Tuesday, April 30 at the SLVREC 
office at 3625 US Hwy 160 in Mon-
te Vista.  

All concerned parties are en-
couraged to attend!

mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
mailto:noonaoriley47@yahoo.com
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by Sandia Belgrade
A wet winter . . . and yet . . . 
It’s been a wet winter and 

the snowpack is averaging around 
140% of normal around the state.  
It’s been enough to pull the Front 
Range out of drought, but the num-
bers will not be in to know how 
much the aquifer has improved 
until the spring runoff. Addressing 
declining water levels will contin-
ue to be significant because the 
state of water affects more than 
Saguache County or the valley as 
you may imagine. All the Western 
Slope has a priority to protect agri-
culture and the water. Greg Peter-
son, who is on the Gunnison Basin 
round table, appeared before the 
Commissioners in March (north-
western Saguache County is in 
part of that basin).  He explained 
the difficult balancing act between 
Lake Mead and Lake Powell which 
includes the upper-basin states 
of Colorado, Utah, Wyoming and 
New Mexico. Drought contingency 
planning is being finalized in Colo-
rado and seven western states and 
it calls for voluntary usage limits. 
Those restrictions may not be on 
everyone’s horizon here in the val-
ley, but the ongoing situation is an 
essential one to watch. Officials on 
both the Western Slope and the 
Front Range generally agreed that 
the effort should start with volun-
tary water cuts, regional manage-
ment and a compensated approach, 
with the goal of incentivizing irri-
gators, as opposed to Federal rules 
to protect Lake Mead and Lake 
Powell from dropping to critically 
low levels. 

Ground water rules
Closer to home Water Judge 

Pattie Swift approved ground wa-
ter rules filed by the State engineer 
in 2015 despite numerous local 
protests. These rules govern the 
withdrawal of groundwater in Wa-
ter Division 3: the Rio Grande Ba-
sin and the San Luis Valley. Judge 
Swift’s ruling, issued in March, 
denied local representatives (the 
“Objectors”) any consideration, 
even though they presented very 
detailed engineering studies sup-
porting their objections to the 
groundwater model’s assumptions. 
The Rules and Regulations for Di-
vision 3, the Rio Grande Waters, 
have been approved as written and 
support the state as opposed to re-
gional management.   

The state of county waste
In the past, dumps were 

created by digging a hole in the 
ground and filling it with trash. 
In 2014, there were 1,956 waste 
landfills, down from 6,326 in 1990, 
according to the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.  Operators 
are getting the picture that waste 
is moving away from landfills. Sa-
guache, however, has not moved 
past the model. They have commit-
ted about a half a million County 
dollars to the County Landfill, one 
with a history of leaks and many 

other violations. Chris Canaly, di-
rector of the San Luis Valley Eco-

system Council, has spoken to 
the Commissioners many 
times, advocating the use of 

transfer stations. Waste 
transfer stations are 

industrial facilities 
where municipal sol-
id waste, or MSW, is 
temporarily held and 
sorted before heading 

to a regional landfill. Transfer sta-
tions could be placed strategically 
around this large county, making 
it easier for people in Center and 
Crestone to safely dispose of waste. 
It was an angry Canaly who ap-
peared at the Commissoners’ meet-
ing in March. She had previously 
brought in experts in the field to 
talk to the Commissioners, who had 
asked the experts to put in time to 
estimate costs and prepare figures, 
but then they went ahead and ap-
proved $438,000 for a new landfill 
cell before receiving the requested 
figures. Canaly felt stonewalled. 
As she got angry, the Commission-
ers dug in their heels. Adversaries 
butting heads. It was an awkward 
moment in the courtroom. 

How to move forward? North 
Platte, Nebraska could be a helpful 
model here. When it found itself 
at that crossroads of whether to 
go landfill or transfer station, the 
city reviewed the implementation 
of constructing a city landfill and 
simultaneously began planning 
a transfer facility with recycling 
and composting. Saguache County 
Commissioner Tim Lovato said the 
Board of County Commissioners 
(BOCC) will appropriate funds for 
a transition to a transfer station. 
They have a model to follow. How 
long will it take? Stay tuned.

Celebrating the good
In October of last year mem-

bers of the SLV Eastern Trail coa-
lition came before the BOCC to ex-
plain that 11 partners have joined 
together to apply for a Safe Routes 
to School grant. In March, they 
celebrated receiving $641,000, the 
first component of an effort which 
will be used for design and plan-
ning. Spokesperson Burt Wadman 
was joined by Kairina Danforth, 
Sugandha Brooks and Ron Gar-
cia to explain that the goal was to 
build a route from the Baca subdi-
vision to downtown Crestone and 
the Crestone Charter School. The 
vision is to run the route parallel to 
the main Baca Grande road which 
is busy and not safe for students 
on bikes or walking to school. The 
Colorado Department of Transpor-
tation administers this program to 
encourage partnerships to foster 
safety, not just for children, but for 
the entire community by providing 
opportunities for people to increase 
their physical activity and improve 
their health while reducing conges-
tion and pollution around schools.

The County has agreed to pro-
vide easements and act as the pri-
mary applicant and fiscal agent for 
the grant. Congratulations to all 
concerned.

Housing for the Sheriff ’s 
staff

Many are feeling the hous-
ing pinch. Even the Sheriff. Dan 
Warwick told the Commissioners 
that there are 3 main population 
areas in the county but the largest 
one and the one growing fastest is 
Crestone, which has no permanent 

law enforcement on site. Housing is 
not available there and the rent is 
too high for his staff to afford. Cres-
tone is being served 8 hours a week 
now and that will increase come 
summer. It’s an untenable situa-
tion because in an emergency the 
nearest officer could be hours away. 
He came seeking solutions. Con-
nie Trujillo, County Treasurer, has 
checked the statutes. The County 
can keep lots if used for County 
purposes. They could set up a line 
item for grants, or for rent and she 
noted that her department does in-
vest funds. It would be beneficial 
if the Commissioners acted on the 
situation sooner rather than later 
as materials and property may well 
increase in cost. Warwick said it’s 
not just a house near Crestone that 
would help, but a site that could 
also include an office, even a con-
ference-type room. 

Inmate exercise yard 
Sheriff Dan Warwick is work-

ing on plans to provide a way for in-
mates at the County Jail to get ex-
ercise. There is no way at present 
for inmates to get exercise without 
coming into contact with the pub-
lic. Sheriff Warwick has only re-
ceived two bids on a recreational 
yard, which would be located on 
the front side of the Sheriff ’s office, 
extending out into the parking lot. 
He can run a hall from the facility 
and not have inmates in a public 
space. It would have a cover of wire 
plus there would be cameras. 

Land Use is busy
With spring here, the num-

ber of residents coming in to the 
Land Use Department with mar-
ijuana variances is increasing. A 
variance is any change made to 
the original CUP or in the case of 
medical applications a request for 
more plants. Lest residents won-
der if the County is just running 
them through, the commissioners 
spent over a half an hour on one 
request alone. All the applications 
were scrutinized for compliance 
with water, fencing, communica-
tion with neighbors, etc. While the 
County certainly hopes to use mar-
ijuana revenue for the good of the 
county, Jason Anderson underlined 
the fact that the County is not in it 
for the money, but since people vot-
ed for it, they are complying with 
the will of people. 

Emergency Management
Bobby Woelz, director of 

Emergency Management, contin-
ues to expand the reach of emer-
gency services. He is working with 
the Crestone Charter School and 
the Moffat School on their emer-
gency plans and has scheduled a 
tabletop exercise for the schools on 
April 12. He has conducted a me-
dia campaign on both Facebook and 
Twitter with 82 followers. 4,000 
people have seen the message. 
However, reverse 911would be the 

main platform for informing the 
public of an emergency. Woelz 
has entered into a regional mutu-
al aid agreement involving all 6 
counties.

County website
Mark Talbot, doing business 

as Xplore Design, has developed 
the County website. He is mov-
ing on from design to consultation 
now, but rather than just give no-
tice he came in and offered some 
helpful advice. He said that de-
velopers are moving away from 
Joomla software and recommend-
ed a developer experienced with 
municipal clients and solid tech-
nology that will be needed as com-
pliance issues prove to be more 
important. Talbot showed a lot of 
class being willing to offer exper-
tise through the transition.

Specific Ownership Tax 
refunds

County Clerk Trish Gilbert 
announced that The Colorado Di-
vision of Motor Vehicles has estab-
lished a refund process for those 
individuals affected by a Specific 
Ownership Tax (SOT) miscalcu-
lation which caused them to pay 
a higher SOT rate when they re-
newed their motor vehicle reg-
istration. Affected individuals 
had a vehicle with a model year 
of 2014-2018 or 2010 and had a 
motor vehicle registration which 
expired in December 2018. 51,098 
Colorado residents will be receiv-
ing a refund through the State 
due to this error. These individu-
als will receive a check from the 
Colorado Department of Revenue 
or from their county clerk and re-
corder. Checks will be mailed over 
the next several weeks.

Saguache 
  County 
   News

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

STILL MOUNTAIN
    Classical Five-Element

ACUPUNCTURE
 Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
Treating the whole person~body, mind & spirit

719 - 256 - 4775

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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How do you eat an elephant? We love elephants, right? Those magnifi-
cent, primordial pachyderms.  Metaphorically speaking however, “One bite 
at a time.” 

SLV Ecosystem Council (SLVEC) and Orient Land Trust (OLT) invite 
you to join the Recycle Event at the Saguache County Landfill on Saturday, 
April 20.

SLVEC has hosted a series of recycle (plastics, paper, glass) clean ups 
at the Saguache County landfill. Three 30-yard roll-off containers have now 
been filled to be taken to Alpine, a single-stream Material Recovery Facility 
(MRF), located in Denver for reprocessing. 

Muley’s Disposal Service, out of Creede, CO, (owners John and Melis-
sa Graham) are providing the containers and transport service.  Saguache 
County is granting the financial support. We’ve had almost 30 volunteers 
participate thus far.

The third clean up event is coming right up to celebrate Earth Day, 
Saturday, April 20, at the Saguache County Landfill from 10am-4pm. OLT 
is co-sponsoring this next event. Seth Buchanen, the mobile kiosk pizza guy, 
will also be on hand to make sure no one goes away hungry. Please come and 
join us for a good day of neighborly action so we can continue to have impact 
at the Saguache landfill.

We have already made a difference. We need to know if you are inter-
ested in participating. It helps us to organize the logistics (how many roll-
offs can we fill) to be more effective. Once you commit, we expect to see your 
smiling face. 

Please contact Chris Canaly, SLV Ecosystem Council at 719-589-1518 
or write us at info@slvec.org so we can share the basics of preparing for the 
day. It’s a lot more fun than you might think, and it’s satisfying to know that 
this material will be used again.

The Crestone Volunteer Fire 
Department would like to invite 
the Crestone/Baca community to 
our Open house and pot-luck May 
4, 11am to 1pm. at the Crestone 
firehouse on Alder Street. This 
meet-and-greet social will in-
clude introduction to the newest 
fire truck in the district (Engine 
5), free safety education, upcom-
ing events and ways you can help 
grow and develop our community 
emergency response abilities.  We 
intend to reconnect our commu-

nity with upcoming social events, 
safety trainings and volunteering 
opportunities. 

Currently we have many 
tiers of support from a full fire 
fighter to Search and Rescue to 
the new CERT program to person-
al donations and more. All levels 
have free trainings to help with 
preparedness. We believe there is 
a place for everyone to be active 
with our community emergency 
response no matter of physical 
abilities. We believe in a no-pres-
sure approach to volunteering 
and are happy with whatever you 
can do to help our community. 

The new CERT program of-
fers a consistent, nationwide 
training approach to supporting 
first responders during disaster 
situations. This is a great pro-

gram run by our local Office of 
Emergency Response and an op-
portunity to become more aware 
of possible human-made and 
natural disasters and how we can 
deal with them as individuals and 
as a community. CERT can be as 
complex as public relations or as 
simple as meal preparations and 
delivery. CERT is a great way to 
support emergency situations 
without the dangers and require-
ments of firefighting.  

The Northern Saguache Fire 

Protection District is supporting 
the Crestone Fire Department 
like never before with new equip-
ment, new protection gear and 
sharing the building with these 
additional groups. We would like 
to show them just how well our 
community can pull together be-
fore and during any emergency 
event.

We now have a website for 
the Crestone Fire Department to 
connect with the community, so 
please check it out at www.cre-
stonefire.com.

Come one, come all to our 
open house to meet us, enjoy some 
local food, bring a dish, have some 
good times or become part of our 
community emergency response 
teams. 

Members of the Crestone Volunteer Fire Department and their new fire truck Engine 5. 
Come meet them and see the shiny new truck at their open house on May 4.

 Father Eric Haarer (Carmelites) standing on top of filled roll-off.
            photo courtesy Christine Canaly

Landfill volunteer participants, (1st and 2nd cleanups)           photo courtesy Christine Canaly

Please join us at the Saguache County 
Recyclables landfill cleanup

Open house May 4 
at the Crestone Fire Department

Happy Hour 3:30-5:30
7 Days a week - 1/2 off

beer & house wine

Check Facebook for 
Daily Specials!

mailto:info@slvec.org
http://www.cre-stonefire.com
http://www.cre-stonefire.com
http://www.cre-stonefire.com
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POA News
Local group seeks Board help with 
proposed senior center

by John Rowe
The regularly scheduled Febru-

ary POA Board meeting took place 
on February 28. All Board members 
were present with the exception of 
Dave Peak. About twelve audience 
members were present. The agenda 
was approved with one addition: the 
deadline for lot consolidation was 
moved to March 31.

Member Forum opened up with 
one woman wanting some Board 
action on noisy and potentially de-
structive off-road vehicles that have 
become a regular addition to Baca 
traffic. There have also been reports 
of these being used in the greenbelts 
(against existing regulations), dam-
aging  fragile desert flora and fauna.  
This same member wanted neigh-
borhood watch signs posted in the 
Baca, in response to break-ins and 
possible drug dealing in the past few 
years. The Board promised to look 
into these things and perhaps bring 
them into meeting discussions by 
making them future agenda items. 
A man suggested a possible easing 
of the affordable housing crisis could 
be had by allowing homeowners to 
convert studios or garages into inex-
pensive apartments for rent, provid-
ing both housing for folks of limited 
means and extra income for those so 
inclined to help fill this need.  The 
Board had no reaction to this sugges-
tion, usually a sign that they have no 
interest in pursuing this option. 

Community outreach person, 
Freddie Clark, is no longer employed 
by the POA, marking the second 
such hire that has lasted only a very 
short while at this position. The 
Board seems unclear and unsettled 
about the focus and daily duties of 
said position and is looking to recon-
figure the job to be part of the newly 
designated function of Assistant Di-
rector. It is hoped that a more effec-
tive way to administer community 
needs can evolve from this move. As 
of the date of this meeting, the po-
sition of Assistant Director has yet 
to be filled. Many had hoped that 
a primary function of this new job 
initially created about a year and a 
half ago would be to get a good email 
database going to facilitate efficient 
and inexpensive newsletters to the 
membership, informing residents on 
a regular basis of POA happenings. 

This would also allow the Board to 
include surveys in the emails on 
various issues facing the commu-
nity and get valuable feedback on 
just what POA members want. The 
Board has remarked several times  
that this sounds like a good idea but 
has been non-committal in making 
this any sort of priority.

A local group calling itself the 
Community Living Alliance (CLA) 
made a presentation to the Board 
about wanting to provide better liv-
ing options for seniors by creating a 
community senior center, elder day-
care and living center, and hospice. 
They want to start discussions with 
Saguache County on purchasing 
a 50-acre plot of land just north of 
Challenger Golf Course for this pro-
ject. They would like the POA Board 
to approve an access road (currently 
there is no access) just west of the 
golf course so as to better attract the 
necessary funding for the center and 
land. The Board was encouraging 
and said it would make a decision 
soon on this request. CLA represent-
atives are optimistic that this land 
can be purchased very reasonably 
as it was abandoned to the County 
years ago and has no apparent in-
tended use. Grant money and other 
public funding can be available to 
the tune of 51%, if a good site is se-
cured along with the necessary pri-
vate money. Please contact the POA 
office should you want more infor-
mation.

An announcement was made 
at the close of the meeting that POA 
offices will be closed, except to mem-
bers, on Fridays until further notice, 
in order to save money.

The next POA Board meeting 
was held on Thursday, March 21 at 
the POA Hall. All Board members 
were in attendance along with twen-
ty audience members. 

Member Forum opened with a 
resentative of the Community Liv-
ing Alliance (referenced above) ex-
pressing disappointment that there 
had been no vote on the access road 
easement as the time to approach 
the County on the possible land pur-
chase for a proposed senior center 
is near. Another woman expressed 
dismay that no action had been tak-
en on the use of off-road vehicles 
throughout the Baca and its green-

belts and her suggestion on neigh-
borhood watch signs to discourage 
home break-ins.  She says she has 
been after some action on these 
items for several months and wanted 
to know when these things would be 
addressed. In response to an inquiry, 
the Board thought it would have 
no statement to make to the Forest 
Service regarding fire readiness as 
public comments are due by March 
31. The Board also stated that no 
decisions had been made on hiking 
trail signage or additional fire miti-
gation besides what is in the budget 
and had put these on the “back burn-
er” while other more pressing issues 
were being addressed. At one point 
Chairman Steve Dossenback smiled 
and said, “Gee, I’m saying ‘we will 
take a look at that’ a lot here, aren’t 
I?” He and other Board members 
commented at that point that they 
had full plates to deal with. Major 
issues such as equipment and in-
frastructure needs—the renovation 
of the POA Hall and golf clubhouse, 
and a barely functioning collection 
policy—were all sort of let go, and 
the last two Boards have had to deal 
with many things just to keep the 
POA workable. Steve promised to 
look at all the issues brought up in 
Member Forum soon and would be-
gin by having one or two of them on 
the next Board agenda.

Camper Village policy has had 
a major overhaul as permanent resi-
dency at very low prices has stopped. 
Except for owner/builder POA mem-
bers, no one will be able to live here 
for more than three months out of 
any given year and a full cost anal-
ysis is being undertaken to deter-

mine what appropriate space rents 
should be. It is the Board’s intent 
that Camper Village be a pleasant 
and useful amenity to be enjoyed pri-
marily by the POA membership and 
their guests.

The Board is considering end-
ing the Kit Carson Rod and Gun 
Club’s lease on POA land north of 
the golf course for safety reasons. Lo-
cal residents made an impassioned 
plea for this action as at least three 
homes are directly in the shooters’ 
line of fire should guns be aimed a 
little high. And as these houses are 
easily less than half a mile away 
form the range, a potentially tragic 
accident is just waiting to happen. 
This vote will take place at the April 
18 Board meeting.   

The view from the top of Panorama Way, just up from N. Chaparral, taken on the beauti-
ful afternoon of March 10.                              photo by Lori Nagel

Cat & Exotic Animal Care 
Shoshannah 719.480.3257

Dog Care 
Kelly 719.580.0003

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Allyson Ransom, Town 
Clerk

March 11, 2019 
Board of Trustees meeting      
The meeting began at 9:30am, 

and the Board of Trustees passed 
the following motions:

• To approve the agenda
• To approve the minutes of 

the Regular Board meeting from 
February 11, 2019.

• To approve paying the bills 
• To approve the financial re-

port as presented
• To approve the following: 

mileage reimbursement and a meal 
stipend for Mayor Danforth when 
she attends the Upper Rio Grande 
Economic Development meeting 
on April 8, 2019; and mileage re-
imbursement for Mayor Danforth’s 
attendance at the Change Leader 
Institute event in Colorado Springs 
from March 31 to April 2, 2019. The 
vote of the Trustees present was 
unanimously in favor, with the ex-
ception of Mayor Danforth, who 
recused herself due to a conflict of 
interest

• To approve selling plots in 
the Cielo Azul Pet Cemetery to non-
residents at double the price ($50, 
$90, and $150 for small, medium 
and large plots, respectively)

• To approve moving the cul-
vert at S. Alder St., which was incor-
rectly installed, and to realign the 
culvert with the drainage area by 
hiring Mark Potter for up to $750.

• To contact the Saguache 
County Road Department to put up 
a “Slow” sign and paint a crosswalk 
near the corner of S. Birch St. and 
W. Copper Ave. 

• To accept the proposed new 
language in the Code, Chapter 13 
(“Utilities”) subsection (c) regarding 
late payments, to correct the typo in 
the word “is”

• To accept the proposed new 
language in the Code, Chapter 13 
(“Utilities”) subsection 15(g), ensur-
ing that the Town of Crestone is the 
sole owner of all new water exten-
sion lines

• To allow Karen Kenney to 
opt back into the Town reimburse-
ment program for subsequent taps, 
contingent on her signing the docu-
ment to deed the new water line ex-
tension to the Town of Crestone

• To approve an updated 
member list for the Board of Adjust-
ments

• To adjourn the meeting at 
5:05pm

Reports 
Treasurer Gwynn Busby pre-

sented a detailed financial report 
and the month’s bills for approval. 
The following items were discussed 
with the Trustees:

• Town bills list and employ-
ee hours

• Sales tax revenue for the 
month of February 2019 totaling 
$20,559.45

• Franchise fees collected 
from San Luis Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative totaling $400.00 and 
updates will be included in future 
monthly reports

• Update on the Kaboom 
Community Playground Grant for 

Creekside Park
• Matching grant received to 

provide fencing and a backup gen-
erator for the water plant for safety 
and emergency preparedness

Mayor Kairina Danforth re-
ported on the following during her 
report:

• The SLV Trails Coalition re-
ceived $641,000 for a Safe Routes to 
School Grant project

• Crestone can potentially 
become an official Dark Skies com-
munity if several requirements are 
met, including an educational com-
ponent and using light meters to 
complete a light emissions study

• Crestone Coalition presen-
tation at the University of Denver 
on March 8, 2019 and a request for a 
per diem check for travel to several 
meetings

• Trail-building project link-
ing the Baca Wildlife Refuge office 
and Colorado College to begin on 
May 18, 2019

• Colorado College’s plans to 
build an observatory on their Baca 
Campus

Clerk Allyson Ransom dis-
cussed the following in her report: 

• The Annual CIRSA (Colora-
do Intergovernmental Risk Sharing 
Agency) audit and inspection will 
take place on April 30, 2019 

• CIRSA’s response—do not 
allow spontaneous fire events in 
town

• Cottonwood St. Bridge re-
pairs and inspection by the Town 
Engineer to be completed by late 
March

• Concern from Public Works 
Department about the missing exit 
culvert between Lot 12 and 13 of  
Block  38 along S. Cottonwood Ave. 
and sidewalk concrete damage that 
needs to be assessed for repair by 
Alcon Construction; Mayor Dan-
forth and Trustee Bairstow offered 
to view the areas in question with 
the public works coordinator

• Bid offers for play pirate 
ship and player piano; postings to 
be continued until the April Board 
meeting

• A Cielo Azul pet plot pur-
chase request from someone who 
lives out of the area and questions 
about pricing for non-residents

• Code enforcement depart-
ment update and the actions taken 
thus far regarding the RV being il-
legally parked and used as a perma-
nent residence

Water System Manager Ann 
Bunting wrote the following in her 
report:

• New service inquiries, in-
cluding a water line to property on 
S. Spruce St. that only has a yurt 
and will require a building for a wa-
ter connection

• Water extension to Block 59
• Updates on CDPHE sam-

pling for lead and copper
• Well pumping rates
• Working with Engineer Al-

len Davey to create specifications 
for new connections to Town water 
system

• Preparing for emergencies 
and purchasing two generators

• Scholarship award to Ann 

Bunting to attend summer classes 
from the Water Leader Program, 
which will include cost of lodging 
and mileage

Planning Commission Chair 
Terry Goergen reported on the 
March 4, 2019 meeting, stating that 
they had received many complaints 
about an illegal RV being used as a 
permanent residence on S. Willow 
St. Also, the Commissioners rec-
ommended that the Town perform 
a study to determine where more 
traffic fixtures are needed due to se-
rious safety concerns, for example, 
where drivers regularly speed at the 
corner of W. Golden Ave. when en-
tering town.

To help alleviate traffic in 
town, the Commissioners advised 
placing “Park and Walk” signs to 
encourage people to move about on 
foot. Further discussion included 
the pros and cons of requiring locate 
certificates for all new building per-
mits on previously undeveloped lots 
in town.

Attorney Farish gave an up-
date on the codification process, 
specifically regarding the water and 
sewer system, and franchise fees 
that will be placed in the Utilities 
chapter of the new Town codebook. 
Discussion continued on previous 
language that needed to be correct-
ed before the codification process 
was completed.

Old business
Donovan Spitzman returned 

to the Board to request a “perma-
nent conditional variance” for use of 
Town property for spontaneous fire-
spinning or dancing events and pre-
sented a written plan and request. 
Spitzman was informed of the re-
sponse from the Colorado Intergov-
ernmental Risk Sharing Agency 
(CIRSA) regarding risks and cover-
age options. The CIRSA underwrit-
ers included a recommendation to 
the board that no spontaneous fire 
events be permitted due to the high 
risk factor and danger posed by any 
open flames, and especially as the 
town has only one paved escape 
route and endures drought condi-
tions at times. The underwriters 
deemed this especially dangerous 
with residential areas uphill from 
the commercial district and exit 
route. 

They advised the use of L.E.D. 
illumination instead of live fire, 

which can be used at any time.
If, however, the Trustees 

choose to approve live fire being 
used, then the Board should re-
quire professional oversight of pre-
planned and pre-approved events 
and that each individual fire spin-
ning participant should have proof 
of a minimum of $1,000,000.00 in 
liability coverage.

Mr. Spitzman responded that 
he could obtain a $1,000,000 policy 
by the next day but still requested 
holding events without coming to 
Board meetings in advance for ap-
proval and instead suggested that 
the Board direct the Clerk to give 
approval as needed. The Trustees 
discussed dangers and various op-
tions and tabled the issue for a final 
decision at the April 8 meeting. 

Kyle DeVardo of Viaero an-
swered questions regarding Viaero’s 
request to construct a 50’-80’ tower 
downtown, which could eventually 
provide 5G cellular service.  At fifty 
feet high, DeVardo stated that the 
tower would cover a one-mile radius 
but only benefit AT&T cell custom-
ers. The Clerk reminded the Board 
that their zoning laws had a maxi-
mum thirty-foot height allowance. 
As no decision was made, the item 
was tabled until the April meeting.  

Fourth of July event
It was decided that the office 

staff would handle the background 
administrative work as part of their 
regular duties. Meanwhile, Treas-
urer Busby and Trustee Bairstow 
agreed to be on-site coordinators for 
the Fourth of July event, and Busby 
has already put together an event 
planning toolkit to help them.

Announcements 
The Town is offering the fol-

lowing items for sale by sealed bid: 
• One antique player piano 
• One playground set
Call 719-256-4313 Mon.-

Thurs. to set up an appointment to 
view the piano; meanwhile, the play 
set may be seen at 300 W. Silver 
Ave. in Creekside Park. If interest-
ed in either, send a sealed envelope, 
labeled, “antique piano” or “park 
playset” and drop off to Town Hall 
by April 7, 2019 at 108 W. Galena 
Ave. or mail to PO Box 64, Crestone, 
81131. Please write legibly and in-
clude the amount you are offering, 
your name and contact information. 

These lovely ladies, members of the Crestone Songbirds, performed a flash mob 
on March 8 at the post office where they sang beautiful music to all present. What a 
wonderful surprise on a Friday afternoon!  L to R: Allison Wunderland, Anrahyah Arstad, 
Suzie Ryan, Lili Zohar, Sharon Corcoran, Pamela Ramadei      photo by Lori Nagel
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An upcoming election about self-sufficiency and clean, reliable, 
low-cost energy for the San Luis Valley

by Wade Lockhart 
We need to be making adjust-

ments to our daily fossil fuel ener-
gy use. In fact, it is paramount that 
we do this. Investing in and using 
clean energy as well as cutting back 
on use of fossil fuels in our person-
al lives will help. What else can we 
do? We can vote for it. But first we 
need some information.

Where do we buy our elec-
tricity and how is it generated? 
Unless you are off “the grid” in a 
solar home, or possibly on micro 
hydro-power, you are on the grid.  
The power transmission lines that 
you see running on poles, or bur-
ied, as they are in the Baca, make 
up the grid, along with the support 
equipment, substations and then 
the power generation stations. 
Here in Crestone, if you are on the 
grid, your electricity is distributed 
by SLVREC in Monte Vista. Most 
of our power comes from Tri-State 
Generation and Transmission, 
which has three coal-fired gen-
eration plants: two in Colorado, 
one in New Mexico. These three 
plants are tied into the grid, which 
is shared by most of the other 
power generation companies, in-
cluding Excel, Guzman, MEAN, 
etc.  If you look at the grid map, 

the entire US is tied together in 
an integrated network. Tri-State 
is a member-owned non-profit 
company, owned by its 43 member 
co-ops of which our own SLVREC 
is a member and, if you pay a bill 
every month, you are a member. 
Ninety-six percent of our electric-
ity comes from Tri-State and the 
remaining 4% is generated by the 
sun right here in Saguache Coun-
ty, near La Garita. So, what does 
it have to do with climate change 
and the cost of electricity?

In the past, choices were 
made by the SLVREC Board almost 
solely on their economic cost, and 
to a much lesser degree, the envi-
ronment. As costs of burning fossil 
fuel, including coal, escalate due to 
higher costs of extraction, trans-
port and government-mandated 
protections, including reductions in 
greenhouse gases and other pollut-
ants, rates to consumers are rising 
rapidly, especially here, where our 
co-op is limited by our contract with 
Tri-State. It is now established that 
renewables are  the cheaper form of 
power generation.

We have an opportunity to 
change this, but it will come with 

time and hard work. We live in a 
highly desirable area for solar and 
wind generation, and have the op-
portunity as a co-op to increase 
our investment in these clean, re-
newable energy sources. New jobs, 
a cleaner environment, and more 
energy self-sufficiency should be at 
the top of our agenda. 

Great, but here is the hitch. 
We are at a roadblock in that Tri-
State* refuses to budge on its eco-
nomic model of coal-fired genera-
tion and we, as a smaller member 
co-op, are limited by our contract 
with them to a total cap of 5% 
self-generation capacity, i.e., in-
vestment in our own SLVREC facil-
ities. We are already near that 5% 
limit and are confined by a long-
term (15+ years left) contract with 
Tri-State. So, this contract limits 
SLVREC’s legal ability to expand 
to only 1% further into solar, wind 
or hydro power. If self-sufficiency, 
clean energy and economy are im-
portant to us, and we are unable 
to afford rooftop solar (distributed 
generation), or wind generation 
on our individual homes, we more 
than likely would want to expand 
our cooperatively-owned system. 
It would be economical and makes 
sense, but the 5%  build-out limit 
of our facilities is rapidly approach-
ing—and that will be all that is al-
lowed until the contract expires. 

We would love to see Tri-
State  (not SLVREC) expand their 
portfolio from zero renewables, 
such as Excel and Guzman are do-
ing. At this point, Tri-State is not 
interested. 

Almost every year there is an 

election for at least one district with-
in our SLVREC co-op (this year the 
Director-at-Large/District 7 is one 
of the positions being voted on), and 
every four years there is an election 
for Saguache County/District 3.** 

If you think investing more 
than this 5% limit in solar and 
wind might be wise for our co-op 
community, it is paramount that 
you make your voice heard by the 
Board. Currently our SLVREC 
Board lacks the majority in favor of 
negotiating with Tri-State to gain a 
better contract. If equitable rates, 
more locally generated electricity 
for Crestone and the valley, new 
jobs, and reduced greenhouse gas 
emissions sound good to you, make 
a difference and vote in your up-
coming SLVREC election to move 
the Board forward into the present. 
For more information about renew-
ables in our area, go to www.clean-
cooperative.com.

You can contact Wade at wade-
4slvrec@gmail.com.
*It is mandated by Colorado to require 
30% of our power be generated by “re-
newables”. Renewables are wind, solar 
and hydropower. Tri-State fought it, 
saying that rural areas could not afford 
it due to higher costs: longer distances, 
fewer customers, etc. Through negotia-
tions, Tri-State got it lowered to 20%. 
Then, instead of investing in renewa-
bles, Tri-State decided to buy its 20% 
on the open market, which it now pass-
es on to the co-op members who, here in 
SLVREC, are paying some of the high-
est rates in the US.
**The Board of Directors at SLVREC 
consists of six district seats and a board 
member “at large” representing the 
seventh district. 

Hearing Aid Services www.coloradohearingaid.com

• Free Hearing Tests available by appointment        • Walk-ins welcome

Our Specials Our Locations
Entry Level Hearing device Special
• $895 per hearing aid     
• This device will fit your budget to get you 

back in the conversation!

SoundLens In the Canal Hearing Aids
• 100% custom made to fit your ear
• Self Learning, SoundLens gradually and 

automatically learns patient volume 
control preferences

• $500 Off advanced digital hearing aids

EARS 2 U
Alamosa Office
2101 Main Street, Alamosa
719-587-9820

Pagosa Springs Office
190 Talisman Drive, Ste C-3 
Pagosa Springs
970-731-4554

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________ 

Phone: _____________________________

Email: ______________________________

Donation Levels 

     Henny Penny ($35) 

     Fine Feathered Friend ($50) 

     Big Bird ($75) 

     Good Cluck ($106.90) 

     Mother Hen ($250) 

     Big Rooster ($500) 

KHEN Radio 

PO Box 596 

Salida, CO 81201

KHEN Spring Membership Drive

April 10th - 12th, 2019

Support Community Radio

Marta C. Shoman, M.A.

Mobile: 719-937-1292   Email: martashoman@gmail.com

s

s
s

Counseling and Trauma Support
Group Facilitation
Home Care Team Coordination

Affordable rates for individuals & families

Colorado Registered Psychotherapist

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.clean-cooperative.com
http://www.clean-cooperative.com
http://www.clean-cooperative.com
mailto:4slvrec@gmail.com
http://www.coloradohearingaid.com
mailto:martashoman@gmail.com
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Historic landmark has new owners
by Leigh Mills
The Villa Grove Trading Post 

and Inn, or the Trade as it is af-
fectionately called by locals, began 
operating in the late 1800’s and 
continues today as a gift store with 
local crafts, wholesome restaurant 
and an inn for weary travelers.  
The new owners, Jamie Williams 
and Allen Plumley, took over the 
historic San Luis Valley landmark 
in January and are very excited 
about the future.  

Originally from Hutchinson, 
Kansas, Allen, Jamie and their two 
children Jaileigh and Kyren moved 
here the summer of 2018 to start a 
new life away from the noise and 

bustle of the city and high humid-
ity.  “It was sheer luck falling into 
a place like the Villa Grove Trade,” 
Allen said, “We were looking for a 
change of pace and fell in love with 
the San Luis Valley.”   Jamie and Al-
len have previous restaurant expe-
rience and Jamie started working 
with previous owner Amber Shook 
at the Trade last summer to gain 
knowledge of the menu and busi-
ness.  “We’re thrilled!” Jamie ex-
claimed when asked about the new 
venture.  While most things are 
staying the same, the storefront is 
getting a face lift and they want to 
add more groceries, but “don’t ex-
pect big changes right away” Allen 
remarked.  They like the Trade the 
way it is with its cozy atmosphere 
and shelves filled with local art for 
sale.

When asked about the menu, 
Allen said they’re keeping it the 
same, just slowly adding more 
items and building on what’s there.  
They plan to get new suppliers for 

their products and incorporate local 
foods once the season kicks in.  One 
noteworthy change is the Friday 
Night Dinner Special - every Fri-
day the Villa Grove Trade features 
a dinner special from 4pm – 6pm.  
Past specials included Chopped 
Steak with Roasted Red Potatoes, 
Mexi Platter, and a Honey Garlic 
Porkchop (served on a Music Sun-
day). `

The Music Sundays are still 
happening! Allen is working with 
Jeff Shook to bring local musicians 
to the Villa Grove Trade every 
2nd and 4th Sunday of the month.  
These events are local favorites 
among musicians and diners alike; 

they were threatened (and stopped 
for a few months) because of high 
fees imposed by music industry 
royalty companies BMI and ASCAP.  
Thanks to a new Go Fund Me page 
and sponsorship by the EarthArt 
Institute, the fees are within reach 
and local musicians can play to a 
happy crowd.  Donations are con-
tinually needed, so please stop 
by the Trade or mail donations to 
EarthArt Institute, 64001 County 
Road DD, Moffat, CO 81143.  The 
band Smeltertown plays April 14 
and You Knew Me When is sched-
uled for April 28.  

Come on by the Villa Grove 
Trade, located on Hwy 285 in Vil-
la Grove, and meet Allen, Jamie, 
Jaileigh and Kyren.  The Trade is 
open daily from 8am – 4pm; closed 
on Tuesdays.  Fridays from 4pm 
– 6pm, dinner is served and twice 
monthly there’s a music and dinner 
special.  For more info, visit their 
facebook page:  Villa Grove Trade.  

Evidence of global warming? Several flamingos have joined the migrating sandhill crane 
flock and were spotted at the Monte Vista Wildlife Refuge during the annual Crane Festi-
val in March.                                 photo by April Unoest

Flamingos spotted migrating with cranes
by April Unoest, Monte Vis-

ta Wetland District Ranger
Wildlife biologists have been 

monitoring a small group of flamin-
gos who have been traveling with a 
flock of sandhill cranes. Cranes and 
pink flamingos often share feeding 
areas in coastal Texas, but biolo-
gists were surprised to see them 
travel with the sandhills to the 
Bosque del Apache Refuge in New 
Mexico in January. They were even 
more surprised when six of the fla-
mingos continued traveling with 
the sandhills to the San Luis Valley 
this March.  Flamingos are rarely 
seen this far north and never before 
in Colorado.

Birders were excited to see 
something so unusual during the 
Monte Vist Crane Festival—the 
pink birds really stood out among 
the brown and grey cranes. Audu-
bon bird specialist Tellem deStorey, 
who has been monitoring their trav-
els, spoke at the festival saying that 

changing climate conditions are dis-
rupting many bird species’ normal 
migrations. After the flooding in 
southeast Texas and Houston area, 
many of the inland lakes became 
polluted with petro-chemicals and 
the birds must be seeking new terri-
tories in order to survive. DeStorey 
said, though, that it was unusual 
for the flamingos to adopt a whole 
other different species and to trav-
el with them.  The flamingos have 
been seen flying in V formation 
with the cranes. The cranes seem to 
have accepted the flamingos.

It is not known yet if the fla-
mingos will continue with the 
cranes to the Dakotas and northern 
summering and breeding grounds. 
While there had been an effort 
to breed the nearly extinct white 
whooping cranes with the sandhill 
cranes, it’s not known if the flamin-
gos and cranes can interbreed. I 
guess we’ll know next April 1 if we 
start seeing pink sandhill cranes.

“I think it is impossible to 
have a less than 

stellar experience at 
Harding dental. 

Everything just goes 
perfectly all the time, 

every time.“ -D.D.

h a r d i n g d e n t a l g r o u p . c o m

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS
Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD • ORTHODONTICS

South Fork  
138 Ponderosa Drive 

South Fork, CO

719.873.6021

Alamosa
688 Del Sol Drive 

Alamosa, CO

719.298.3373

patient story

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS

MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS

MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

@HardingDentalGroup @HardingDental

Jamie Williams and Allen Plumley and one of their daughters welcome you to the Villa 
Grove Trade.

Unique Educational Toys & GamesTQuality European ToysTChildren’s 
BooksTInfant Clothing & GiftsTArts & CraftsTFun Jewelry & Novelties

Join us for egg decorating 
Saturday, April 20th!

Visit our booth at the Home & 
Garden Sbow April 27 & 28

116 F. Street, Downtown Salida  www.kaltoys.com
719-530-0533  Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm, Sun 11am-5pm

http://www.kaltoys.com


Page 10 • The Crestone Eagle • April, 2019 www.crestoneeagle.com

Did you know that rice can 
change your sushi experience? 
It’s true! Learn how to make su-
shi rolls and add to your culinary 
repertoire. Shumei Internation-
al Institute will be offering an-
other sushi roll-making class on 
Saturday April 20 at 10:30am. 
Learn this tasty art in a welcom-
ing environment. There is limited 
space available and a paid RSVP 
is required so that we can en-
sure we have enough supplies for 
everyone. $14 for vegetarian $18 
for fish, lunch included. Call the 
office at 719-256-5284 for more 

information and to reserve your 
spot today! We need all RSVPs by 
April 14. We look forward to hav-
ing you here with us!

Shumei announces another sushi roll 
making class April 20

Jyorei is a simple yet pro-
found healing art that by focus-
ing spiritual light gradually pen-
etrates and dissolves spiritual 
impurities or clouds that cause 
physical, emotional, and personal 
dilemmas. Join us at Shumei in 
Crestone for an introductory class 
on Saturday April 20 at 3pm in 
the office. “Jyorei” means “purifi-
cation of the spirit.” Mokichi Oka-
da developed this healing practice 
as a treatment for physical infir-
mities during the 1930s. Jyorei’s 
healing technique took its final 
form in 1947 a few years before 

Okada’s passing. 
Mitsunari Kato, who is an 

instructor of Jyorei healing in 
Crestone, will give an introducto-
ry class with healthy snacks and 
drinks. All are welcome. Call the 
office at 719-256-5284 for more in-
formation.

Shumei International Insti-
tute is happy to announce the next 
symposium in our new offering for 
our Crestone community. Whether 
you are looking to provide healthi-
er food for you and your family, im-
prove your relationships, or simply 
gain a sense of peace and connec-
tion our hope is to provide a space 
where ideas on these topics can be 
shared by community members 
who are practicing their craft.  We 
are honored to have Peter May as 
our next presenter on April 27 from 
11am to noon. Peter will be sharing 
with us on the topic of “Awakening 
to the Presence of Life Force.” This 
event is free to the public. 

Come join us Saturday, 
April 27 at Shumei Interna-
tional Institute 

This is Shumei’s local version 
of the Green Life Food Festival be-
ing offered by Shumei American 
in California. In line with Shumei 
philosophy, our hope is to create 
a regular space for presenters to 
share topics on mindful living. 
This symposia program will cover 
a variety of topics such as garden-
ing, business, health or wellness. 
By looking at the whole we can 
achieve a happier, healthier, and 
more fulfilling lifestyle.  To learn 
more visit www.shumeicrestone.
org or call 719-256-5284. 

Healing Light 
Class at Shumei 
International 
Institute April 20

Learn the art of sushi rolls with Shumei on 
Saturday, April 20. Paid RSVP required. 

Come learn more about Jyorei at Shumei 
International Institute April 20 at 3pm.

Shumei’s Whole Living Symposium hosts 
Peter May: “Awakening to the Presence 
of Life Force” NEW GIRL ON THE BLO CK

FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON
Lynn Ertle

Owner Operator

 Now offering Vegan 

Hair C
are Products 

upon request

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

Happy Spring Time!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.shumeicrestone
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Crestone Artisans Gallery news
by Paula Hudson
The artist of the month, moi, 

brought in a new series of paintings 
using color-field work and one new 
landscape of the mountains and 
sand dunes in the morning mist. 

The St. Patrick’s Day event 
“Beers and Cheers,” was on March 
16.  I hope you made it.  Terry Cor-
coran, artist and musician, sang 
and played Irish songs.  Since he 
is Irish himself, his accent was a 
perfect addition to the atmosphere.  
The Brewery supplied four kinds 
of IPAs which had the flavors to 
complement the day. Of course, the 
food was definitely Irish-inspired 
or even green. 

The free drawing for art was 
held, as usual.  If you are not aware 
of this event, let me explain. Art-
ists at the gallery may choose to 
offer up one of their works for free 
through the drawing held at each 
event. Jane offered a set of earrings 
and a necklace. Carmin was the 
winner this time. In order to win 
you must be present at the gallery 
event. This is not hard duty con-
sidering there always is new art, 
food and wine. If you haven’t come 
please join us next time. 

Jane Adorney is one of our 
superb jewelry makers, as you all 
know. Well, turns out she is also 
an excellent painter/collage artist 
as well. She has three new works 
hanging in the gallery. Please treat 
yourself and come and see them.  
Part of the collage work includes 

sequences of words, so there is a 
message evident in each one.

We want to add our voices to 
the Crestone Creative District’s 
(CCD) thank you to Crestone.  Your 
support makes the CCD work. 
Without you there will be no fund-
ing to help support the creative 
endeavors that you enjoy such as 
the ZIKR Dancers, The Poetry Fes-
tival, the stained-glass pedestal 
and plaque on the plaza, and many 
others as mentioned on the posters 
around town.  To continue to sup-
port the CCD, get an enrollment 
form placed near or on the posters, 
fill it out and mail it or take it to 
the Merc. Community participa-
tion is the only way that CCD can 
continue.

Living in Harmony with Nature

*Plan to arrive early to give yourself time to park and be seated as all events start promptly at times listed
Shumei International Institute, 3000 East Dream Way Road, Crestone, CO 81131, 719-256-5284, www.shumeicrestone.org 

Shumei International Institute’s 17th Anniversary

Saturday May 18th 2019 Sunday May 19th 2019

Jane Adorney presents an earring and necklace set to Carmin Teeple, the winner at the 
St. Patricks Day “Cheers and Beers” at the Artisans Gallery.

      CrestoneArtisAnGAllery 
CrestoneArtisAnsGAllery.orG

CRESTONE ARTISANS GALLERY

April Hours
 Thursday-Monday 11-5

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena  
in Downtown Crestone

719-298-3003

We represent 24 local artists
& craftspersons

Thank You for shopping locally!

http://www.shumeicrestone.org
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Sunday night at the movies!
At Eternity’s Gate will be 

shown on Gordon and Chi Chi 
Chu’s big screen on Sunday, April 
14.  Starring the award winning 
Willem Dafoe, critics say the mov-
ie is “an exquisite portrayal of 
Vincent Van Gogh at work.”—NY 
Times.  “It’s about what it is to be 
a painter . . . A ravishment of the 
senses” —Rolling Stone.  

The evening begins at 6:30 
with a potluck dinner followed at 
7:30 by the movie and a discus-
sion.  Bring your own dishes and 
utensils.

Sunday Night at the Mov-
ies is brought to you through the 
partnership of Crestone Peak 
Community Housing and CB 
Village in order to raise money 
for the purchase of land for the 
Senior Housing Project Living 
Wisdom Village, Elders Creating 
Community.

RSVP, and if you have ques-
tions or need directions call Bar-
bara at 256-4320 after 10am.

HAPs
Jah Kings video release 
party April 20

As a prelude to release of 
the Crestone created album YOU 
to be available this summer, Kofi 
and the Jah Kings plan a video re-
lease party on Saturday, April 20, 
yes that’s 4/20, at the Cloud Sta-
tion in Crestone. The show will 
run from 7 to 11pm. A $15 cover 
gets you a first preview of the new 
video, titled San Luis Valley Dub, 
and music you can really move to 
with live performances all night! 
Kofi told me, “This music tells a 
story from Wounded Knee onward 
. . . channeled from the almighty 
for all of human kind.” 

The Jah Kings are address-
ing the earth changes that are 
really happening all around the 
world. It is about, “standing up 
for what matters most.”  San Luis 
Valley Dub “celebrates the Valley 
and this community.” Kofi wants 
to thank the whole communi-
ty, and particularly Deb Irizarry 
whose state-of-the-art local music 
studio helped create this musical 
“connection to Mother Earth.” Kofi 
said “the Jah Kings are honored 
to represent the Crestone com-
munity to the larger world.” Look 
for the video release on YouTube, 
check out their website www.Jah-
Kings.com, and come out to move 
positive musical energy for the 
planet at the Cloud Station.

Spring road closures begin 
on Rio Grande National 
Forest

 Due to early spring melting, 
the Rio Grande National Forest 
has begun temporarily closing 
some forest roads to motorized 
traffic to protect road surfac-
es. Driving on soft roadbeds can 
cause unnecessary damage to the 
roads and may lead to increased 
sedimentation in creeks.  

Forest Service roads will be 
re-opened on an individual basis 
as road conditions improve.

Information about the cur-
rent status of specific roads may 
be found in the Current Condi-
tions and Restrictions section on 
the home page of the Rio Grande 
National Forest website at www.
fs.usda.gov/riogrande, or call the 
Rio Grande National Forest Su-
pervisor’s Office at 719-852-5941.

Annual Easter Potluck &  
Egg Hunt April 21

On April 21 at 1pm the All 
Community Easter Sunday Pot-
luck & Egg Hunt along the Creek 
happens at the Blankenship resi-
dence, Earth Knack School site, at 
the corner of Cordial and Rarity 
on the south side of Cottonwood 
Creek in the Baca Chalets. Bring a 
potluck dish, dessert or beverage, 
your own dishes, and something to 
hide for the kids!  Dinner around 
the fire starts at 1pm. Egg hunt in 

the woods along Cottonwood Creek 
follows the meal. All welcome.   

For more directions go to www.
earthknack.com/directions.

"Courage is strength; 
Wisdom is prudent strength."

                                       - Atul Gawande 

Kids lined up for the Easter egg hunt            photo by Lori Nagel

A very unique piebald deer was born in Crest-
one this spring.  She has white ears, face 
markings and white legs. You can see her 
around the downtown area with her mama.
Photographer Patrick Moore calls her “Crest-
one’s Sacred Deer.” She sure is cute!
                          

Apocalypse Survival

Kit & Guide
Inclusions:
Nibiru Alert System
Bad Vibe Energy Displacer
Food Replicator
Radiaton Protection Crystals 

For further info on how to build your OWN kit, please visit 
www.72hours.org

Hand Crank Power Generator
Extra-Dimensional Being                  
 Contact Device
Escape Portal (no guarantee as 
to final portal destination)

Join Your Neighbors at the 
2nd Annual Gardening 

Festival!
Saturday - April 27th

10am to 5pm
Crestone Charter School
Have something to sell,       

display or present? 
Call:

Ginny - 719-849-8081
Kathi - 719-429-3291

Welcome Spring!

Top Brands
Local Glass
Smoking Supplies
Pipes
E-liquids
Kratom

Chili Heads Glass & Vape
Full service Head, Smoke & Vape Shop

www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
www.chiliheads.biz

112 W. Rainbow Blvd, Unit A, Salida CO
719.207.9700

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.Jah-Kings.com
http://www.Jah-Kings.com
http://www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande
http://www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande
http://www.earthknack.com/directions
http://www.earthknack.com/directions
http://www.72hours.org
http://www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
http://www.chiliheads.biz
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Daily

• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
7-8am, 256-4108, www.babajiashram.org.

• Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by 
7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5248

• Tours, gallery & Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 256-
5284

• Open meditation & prayers 9-10am in Vajra 
Vidya Retreat Center Shrine Room. All are wel-
come. 256-5539. www.vajravidya.com

• Tours, Temple & Gift Shop – Haidakhandi Uni-
versal Ashram, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.
org, www.babajiashram.org.

• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
6-7pm. Chanting in Sanskirt and Hindi. All are 
welcome. 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, 
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Sunday masses at Nada Hermitage 9-10am, 

256-4778
• Sunday Service Crestone Baptist Church, 10am-

noon 
• AA Meeting (open, discussion) at Crestone Town 

Hall on Alder south of Galena, slvaa.org, 7pm

Monday
• Breakfast at Bob’s, Weekly CB Village gathering, 

9-10am 
• Gentle Yoga, Little Shepherd, 10-11:15am, 719-

298-0360
• Al-Anon Meeting, 1pm, Little Shepherd

Tuesday
• Tai Chi Little Shepherd in the Hills Fellowship 

Hall, 5-7pm, by donation, 256-4531
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti 

Sharanam, 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktishara-
nam.com, 256-5668 

• NA Meeting (open), 7:30pm, Little Shepherd

Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinments, Shakti Sha-

ranam, 8:30-10am by donation, shaktisharanam.
com, 256-5668

• Wednesday Night Bible Study, Crestone Baptist 
Church, 6:00pm-7:30pm, 256-4845

Thursday
• AA Meeting (open, Book Study), noon, Crestone 

Baptist Church, Road T west of Kiosk, slvaa.org
• Tai Chi Little Shepherd in the Hills Fellowship 

Hall, 5-7pm, 256-4531
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti 

Sharanam, 5pm-6:45pm, by donation, shaktis-
haranam.com, 256-5668 

Friday
• Energy Workshop with Fay Ferris Little Shepherd 

Church, 12:45-2:45 pm, donation, 719-937-7684
Saturday
• NA Meeting (open, Step Study), 9am, Little Shepherd 
• Feel Free Ministries free meal, 12-4pm, Little 

Shepherd

Community Calendar—April 2219 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Saturday, March 30
• Cabin Fever Talent Show, 5pm, $10, CCS 
• Dakini Tsok (Feast Offering Potluck), Yeshe 

Khorlo Buddhist Temple & Retreat Center (Choy-
ing Dzong), 6-8pm

Sunday, March 31
• Drop-in Meditation (sitting & walking), Yeshe 

Khorlo Buddhist Temple & Retreat Center (Choy-
ing Dzong) 10am-1pm

Monday, April 1 
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Regular 

Meeting, Alder Meeting Room, 4:30-6:30pm
Thursday, April 4
• Rumi Study Circle. All Welcome! 4-6pm, Gold-

en Light Sufi Circle, 719-588-8602, nurashki-
jerrahi.org

Friday, April 5
• New-moon Fire Ceremony + Meal,10am-noon, 

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 719-256-4108, 
www.babajiashram.org 

• Commodity Food Program, Saguache Co. Road 
& Bridge, Saguache, 1:30-3pm

Saturday, April 6
• SLV Health Fair, 7:30-11:30am, Mtn Valley 

School, Saguache, 719-221-9574
• Spring Navratri–Divine Mother Festival, 10am-

noon, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 719-256-
4108, www.babajiashram.org

Sunday, April 7
• Sunday mass at Nada Hermitage, 9-10am
• Spring Navratri–Divine Mother Festival, 10am-

noon, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 719-256-
4108, www.babajiashram.org 

• Honoring the Children Day at the Ashram, 11am-
noon, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 719-256-
4108, www.babajiashram.org

Monday, April 8
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Regular 

Meeting, Alder Meeting Room, 9:30am-5pm, 
719-256-4313

• Student Open Mic night, The Cloud Station, 5:30-7pm
Tuesday, April 9
• Care & Share Food Distribution, Alder Meeting 

Room, Crestone Town Hall building, 10am-noon
• Memorial for Caswell Rico-Silver, Salida Steam-

plant, 4pm

Wednesday, April 10 
• CEOLP/IFC monthly meeting, Little Shepherd, 

7-9pm
Friday, April 12
• Emergency Food Assistance & Commodity Food 

Program, Alder Meeting Room, 1:30-3pm, 719-
256-4313

Sunday, April 14
• Palm Sunday mass, Nada Hermitage, 9-10 am, 

256-4778
• Shumei’s Monthly Sampai, 10:30am-noon
• Guru Rinpoche Tsok (Feast Offering Potluck), 

Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple & Retreat Cen-
ter, 6-8pm

• Smeltertown performs, Villa Grove Trade, 6pm 
• Potluck + Sunday Night at the Movies, Gor-

don & Chi Chi Chu’s house, 6:30pm, 719-
480-4398

Wednesday, April 17
• Friends of Library Spring Bake Sale, Front porch 

of Mystic Rose, Alder St., 10am-3pm
Thursday, April 18
• Holy Thursday mass at Nada Hermitage, 7-8pm
Friday, April 19
• Baca Water & Sanitation Board Meeting, 9am
• Full-moon Fire Ceremony followed by a Meal 

(Hanuman’s Birthday), Haidakhandi Universal 
Ashram, 10am-noon 

• Good Friday service at Nada Hermitage, 3-4pm
Saturday, April 20
• Sushi roll class at Shumei, RSVP required, 

10:30am-12:30pm 
• Healing Light Class at Shumei, 3-5pm 
• Jah Kings video release party, Cloud Station, 

7-11pm
Sunday, April 21
• Easter Sunday vigil mass at Nada,5-6:30am
• Easter Sunday mass at Nada Hermitage, 9-10am
• Potluck & Easter Egg Hunt, 1pm, Earth Knack, 

www.earthknack.com
Monday, April 22
• Earth Day
Thursday, April 25
• Sufi Dhikr. All welcome! 4-5:30pm, Golden Light 

Sufi Circle, 719-588-8602

Friday, April 26
• Friends of Library Meeting, Alder Meeting Room, 

108 W Galena, 3-4:30pm
Saturday, April 27
• Mountain Valley School Prom, Saguache 
• ibn Arabi Study Circle, Golden Light Sufi Circle, 

3-4:30pm, 719-588-8602
Sunday, April 28
• CEOLP history, overview & site tour, POA, 1-4pm
• You Knew Me When performs, Villa Grove Trade, 6pm
Monday, April 29
• Dakini Tsok (Feast Offering Potluck), Yeshe 

Khorlo Buddhist Temple & Retreat Center, 6-8pm
Tuesday, April 30
• SLVREC board meeting, Monte Vista
Tuesday, May 7
• Care & Share Food Distribution, Alder Meeting 

Room, 10am-noon
Monday, May 13
• Student Open Mic night, The Cloud Station, 

5:30-7pm
Saturday, May 18
• Talk on sections of Uddhava Gita, Sri Aurobindo 

Learnng Center, 10:30am-noon
Sunday, May 19
• Talk on sections of Uddhava Gita, Sri Aurobindo 

Learnng Center, 10:30am-noon
Saturday, May 25
• Moffat School Senior Graduation

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on� THANKS!

When you’re done, please turn the online 
classifieds plugin back on. THANKS!

The ultimate sense of security will be 
when we come to recognize that we are 
all part of one human race. Our primary 
allegiance is to the human race and not 
to one particular color or border. I think 
the sooner we renounce the sanctity of 
these many identities and try to identify 
ourselves with the human race the soon-
er we will get a better world and a safer 
world. 
 —Mohamed ElBaradei

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.vajravidya.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
mailto:events@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.earthknack.com
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Jeff Winsett  
Yes! I’ve lived here for 21 years, 

and the day I arrived, I was home 
and I knew it. The community here 
feels like one giant family to me.  
There’s been a lot of grief in the last 
21 years: the POA, the Baca, the fire 
department . . . I think it’s all start-
ing to work itself out now and I’ll be 
able to make it through a life of grow-
ing old here.  I think it’s a giant com-
munity with a giant base of Crestone 
economics hard at work, with all the 
support of Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors, Little Shepherd’s, the Food 
Bank, the people I know around 
town—their hearts, that they give, 
and the new people arriving.  New 
people have a tendency to come into 
town and try to change the politics in 
their own way and then they pack up 
3-4 years later like, “Argh! Crestone! 
Ooof . . .” and they’re out. So, then 
we’ve got to go back and fix things. 
This is a town of spiritual growth, a 
spiritual community, where families 
help families, and families help grow 
families. I’ve seen people come here, 
look at this mountain and say, “Oh, 
beautiful, beautiful, beautiful!” and 
they live here for two or three years 
and then Mother Mountain says “You 
gots to go!” And it all has to do with 
this energy flow here and this Moth-
er Mountain, and the whole Native 
American bloodshed that happened 
here when the Spanish came.  Be-
fore that, it was a peaceful place, and 
we’re trying to bring it back to being 
a peaceful place. We don’t need any 
more of this hatred and grief. We just 
need to work together as one.  Aswa-
ma kashgan—all that is.

Barbara Hoeppner  

I definitely want to live the rest 
of my life in Crestone.  I came here 
when I was 50 and now I’m 74. Right 
when I arrived, it was like coming 
home. I met my village, my tribe. 
And I don’t belong in the outside 
world anymore—I’ve been here too 
long! (laughing) However, I’ve found 
as you get older it proves difficult to 
be here, simply because your body 
starts to fail and you have to see doc-
tors who are a long way away.  And I 
don’t go out as much, so I don’t have 
as much company, or a social life like 
I used to, because my body just can’t 
handle it.  

Also, the cost of living here has 
gone up so much compared to what 
it used to be and the rental units are 
high. Older women in my age group 
weren’t taught to be self-sufficient, 
but to get married and have kids, 
which many of us did, but it didn’t 
last. So we end up without retire-
ment funds or much Social Security 
to keep us going. Because of that, I 
think having affordable housing for 
seniors, which Crestone Peak Com-
munity Housing is trying to do, is 
really important. We’d have a com-
munity of people to stimulate us and 
to share things with. Live in commu-
nity. We’re old hippies. That’s what 
we wanted to do. Now we can do it! 
(laughing) Most of the older people 
I know who’ve left Crestone did so 
for medical reasons or to be closer 
to family. And this is my family. We 
speak the same language. And it’s 
absolutely beautiful here. I just love 
it!

Tilly Reed    
I want to live the rest of my life 

in Crestone.  I’m not sure health-
wise if I’ll be able to, but I will for-
ever keep my home and come back 
here. But health issues are really a 
problem. It’s just in the past year I’ve 
started having to think about this. 
I’m still finding out, but if I can’t 
breathe I don’t know how I would 
stay here because I don’t want to 
be attached to an oxygen tank. My 
dear friend Naomi went to Phoenix 
because she was having breathing 
problems. And it’s just difficult be-
cause I’ve lived all over the world 
and I have never lived anyplace like 
this before, where nobody’s needs 
aren’t met if at all possible. 

I bought my land in 2002, so 
I’ve been here 17 years here now, 
but I haven’t really been here. I’ve 
been working abroad in interna-
tional development, with women 
and on gender issues, and youth 
and human rights. Twice a year I’d 
come home: in July for a month to 
do the music festival (which isn’t 
anymore!), and at Christmas.

I’m contemplating buying a 
piece of land in Texas on a lake. 
For now, I’d just like to build a lit-
tle house there for winter and ear-
ly spring. I love to garden, and it’s 
pretty outside, but it’s too cold to 
garden, so . . . I’m going to stay here 
as long as I possibly can, hopefully 
forever.

Russ Priester   
Well, I would like to stay here 

more or less the rest of my life, as 
much as anybody can know that, 
right? But I like it because I’m re-
tired now and I don’t have to work, 
so I’m able to do it. What I like 
about Crestone is it’s kind of off the 
beaten path; it’s like on the edge of 
the world, where you can actually 
be free to be yourself. And the Cres-
tone energy supports a person’s 
growth. In fact, if you don’t do your 
internal work, then it can spit you 
out. 

So, I’m in my journey full time 
now instead of having to work and 
do things that I don’t want to do, so 
I can live how I want to live and do 
things that I want to do, not hav-
ing to put those off.  I just built a 
little cabin, I’ve been doing my in-
ner work, and love being out here 
in nature. I’m at the foot of a trail 
and the foot of a mountain. And the 
natural beauty here is astounding 
to me. And again, just the spiritual 
atmosphere, and the community 
which, I think, is up and coming 
and it’s really getting stronger. And 
that’s really important to me to feel 
like I can belong to a community.

Neola Talon  
Absolutely, yes. When my son 

was born I had a very strong mes-

sage that I needed to find higher 
ground. Colorado called to me and 
I began my quest. My son, James, 
was 15 by the time we found Cres-
tone. And there was a feeling, an 
essence here I’ve never felt in my 
life. I’ve traveled around the world, 
living a few years in Jerusalem, 
and to consider that the Holy Land, 
well, when I came here, my heart 
told me this is the Holy Land. My 
son also felt it. It was difficult con-
vincing him to come to a place with 
so few people, but when he arrived 
I could see he was so freed. I knew 
this is where we’d been called be-
cause I can’t even begin to tell you 
how serendipitous it’s all been; 
then being invited back (I was gone 
almost two years in Arizona) and 
hearing the mountains calling to 
me again, telling me I’m home. 

I recently spoke with a wom-
an I’d met before who asked, “You 
understand about the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains?” I said, “Yeah, 
I really feel I do,” and she replied, 
“It’s the blood of Christ and they’re 
calling their family home. You get 
it?” I said, “Oh, am I getting it!” 
This is why we need to make Cres-
tone our permanent home. It’s 
home for us in our hearts because 
of the essence. It makes me feel 
like I have a chance to really get 
back to the earth, turn the earth, 
be organic and feel part of a com-
munity, as such.

Grace Woods  
Well, that’s a good question! 

When I came here 20 years ago, I 
knew I was going to be here for the 
rest of my life. And now that I’ve 
been here for three years, every 
other minute, I’m either going to 
run, I’m going to dig in deeper, I’m 
going to clear what needs to be 
cleared, I’m going to work with the 
peaks. So, my mantra right now is 
“waiting for further instructions,” 
so I don’t really know. I know that I 
was called, and I know that people 
are called to come here to do very 
important work for the collective, 
for our global family. I’m waiting 
for those instructions so that I can 
do my work for our bigger family. 
So yes, I would like to be here the 
rest of my life, but I don’t know. I 
love Crestone. I’m in love with this 
place. And that’s about all I have to 
say about that!

If you have feedback or sugges-
tions for future topics, please email 
peacelorilove@gmail.com.  In ad-
dition to being the Staff Photogra-
pher for The Crestone Eagle since 
2012, Lori Nagel is a freelance pho-
tographer, graphic designer & web 
designer.  www.sunflowerstudios.
us.com.

Would you like to live the rest of your life in Crestone?

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
http://www.sunflowerstudios
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Local  author Robin Blank-
enship will be at Narrow Gauge 
Book Co-op in Alamosa on Friday 
evening April 12 at 6:15pm. How 
To Play In The Woods (Gibbs Smith 
Publisher) is her most recent book. 
The evening’s presentation will be 
unusual because folks will be invit-
ed to participate in hands-on skills 
learning after a demonstration of 
some of the skills showcased in the 
book.  Make fire rubbing two sticks!  
Try basic flint knapping and make 
a simple stone knife. Turn plant 
bark into rope. Learn about an-
cestral and modern survival skills, 
and many other fun activities that 
will get you making that choice to 
get outside and immersed in na-
ture more often. Don’t miss this fun 
evening!

This June 6-11 celebrate 29 years of 
teaching, sharing & learning  
ancestral living skills at Earth Knack 

Friday night music with many local Crestone musicians and Sunday 
evening “Poet Tree”  will be happening again as well as “Earth Knack At-
tack,” our mini Survival Olympics, after classes on Monday afternoon.

Great instructors are getting prepared. Cattail Bob Seebeck returns 
with his amazing survival plants knowledge. Mike Foltmer, Bill Oliphant, 
and Tyree Blankenship are already packing up their instructional sup-
plies! Matt White will run our tree top rappel station this year. 

Tina Freel will be our dinner chef this year! Tina cooked at our 20th 
anniversary program and all who attended have not forgotten her amazing 
ranch style comfort food! Tina will prepare our dinners from her licensed, 
commercial restaurant: Grammy’s Kitchen.

Our registration site (www.earthknack.com/registration) is fighting 
back a little! If you are trying to register, please send me an email first at 
earthknackschool@gmail to let me know. 

If you have already registered and used the Pay Pal option, please 
contact me right away.

Robin 
Blankenship
719-256-4909
www.earthknack.com
PO 508 Crestone, CO 81131

29th Anniversary
Primitive 

Skills Camp          
Families Welcome      

June 6 -11          
(Thursday - Tuesday)        

$265 adults ($68 daily)   

$175 kids 8-15 ($45 daily) 
$95 kids 4-7 ($25 daily)

www.earthknack.com
to register and info

Woman carving out a wooden bowl at Earth Knack Gathering.

Robin Blankenship presents 
To play in the woods April 12

A woman learns to use an anvil and tongs as her baby watches with great interest.

It’s Never Too Early 
To Start Thinking About Saving! 

2.89% APY1 • 18-Month • ADD-ON CD2 

 ADD-ON any amount as many times as 
you want for the term of the CD!

¹APY=Annual Percentage Yield. ²Additional deposits up to $250,000. New money required for 
initial deposit. Offer for a limited time only and may end at any time. Offer does not apply to 
business accounts. Restrictions apply, please ask for details. Membership qualifications apply. 
Federally insured by NCUA.

Hurry now, limited time offer! 
Call us at 800.555.6665 or visit aventa.com for details!

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

LEIGHA NICOLE
Traditional Ashtanga Yoga

Therapeutic Private Classes
Mysore-Style Classes in 4-week sessions

Gentle introductory courses
Workshops     Retreats

Zen Bodytherapy© deep-tissue bodywork

Teaching since 1984
SPLENDIDYOGA.COM

(719) 209-8518

http://www.earthknack.com/registration
http://www.earthknack.com
http://www.earthknack.com
http://www.thelightchamber.com
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by Sajohn Daverly, 
Guest contributor
One of the many things which 

I love so much about Crestone is the 
plentiful abundance of timeless-
ness which it offers either by way 
of visiting its variety of spiritual 
centers or by connecting with its 
natural environment which preced-
ed all of the wonderful human em-
bellishments. Whether absorbed in 
the devotional recitation of sacred 
Eastern hymns or the enchanting 
sound of a green-tailed towhee, all 
else seems to become delightful-
ly irrelevant. And then of course 
there is the Silence.

I found this same sense of time-
lessness and “self-forgetfulness” 
when I first began studying the Ud-
dhava Gita back in 1983. Regarded 
as the higher, deeper, broader, and 
more nuanced sequel to ancient In-
dia’s well-known spiritual classic, 
the Bhagavad-Gita, it contains Sri 
Krishna’s final teachings to his dear 
friend and student Uddhava before 
the noble avatar-king’s departure 
from this mortal world. The book’s 
transmission of timeless wisdom 

evoked profound awakenings of 
consciousness and transformation 
of perception that have continued 
evolving to this very day. And as 
a lover of Nature, I was even fur-
ther delighted to find within it the 
story of the mystical sage Datta-
treya’s enumeration of his twen-
ty-four spiritual teachers, nineteen 
of which are various aspects of Na-
ture, the elements, and creatures 
among the animal kingdom, birds, 
and other species of life. 

Following the publication of 
my own translation of the Bhaga-
vad-Gita some years ago, I’m cur-
rently working on a translation of 
selections from the Uddhava Gita 
and have been kindly invited to of-
fer two public presentations on that 
work at the Sri Aurobindo Learning 
Center at 83 Baca Grant Way in 
Crestone, CO 81131. (Phone: 719-
256-4917.) These are being offered 
on a donation basis on Saturday, 
May 18, and Sunday, May 19, at 
10:30am on each day, and all who 
wish to experience a little addition-
al timelessness in Crestone on that 
weekend are invited to attend.

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, 

prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs, 
malas, books, purses, statues, 
clothes, punjabi suits, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Store Hours: 9am - 5pm
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

April Special 

In Honor of Spring 
Navratri: April 6 - 14  
20% off on all books, 

statues, and photos of the 
Divine Mother.

50% off all gently used 
cloth items and 10% off 
all non-sale items to our 

Eagle readers.

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

 Nurturing Your Body
 Soothing Your Mind
Nourishing Your Soul
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Sri Aurobindo  
Learning Center
A weekend of timelessness

Haidakhandi 
Universal 
Ashram news

by Ramloti
March was a full month with 

the celebration of Maha Shivaratri, 
which was very well attended, and 
a sweet and deep night of chanting.

The big event in April is 
Spring Navratri, the Divine Moth-
er Festival. This will be celebrat-
ed from Saturday, April 6 through 
Sunday, April 14. There will be 
daily fire ceremonies, pujas, dis-
courses, and special chanting each 
day. We will honor our children on 
Sunday, April 7 at about 11am, af-
ter the fire ceremony. There will be 
large Indian feasts on the week-
ends after the discourses. We hope 
you can join us. For more informa-
tion, call the Ashram at 719-256-
4108.

On the evening of Saturday, 
April 13, long-time devotee Mindia 
Devi Klein will be giving a bansuri 
flute concert at the Cloud Station 
at 7:30pm. She studied extensive-
ly in India, Bali, and at the Ali Ak-
bar College of Music in Marin. She 
is a Fulbright Scholar and Smith-
sonian Fellow of Indian Classical 

music. We are very excited that 
she will be performing with other 
musician friends at the Cloud Sta-
tion as well as joining us for much 
of Navratri.   

The new-moon fire ceremo-
ny this month is on Friday, April 
5 and the full-moon fire ceremony 
(Hanuman’s birthday) is on Fri-
day, April 19. All fire ceremonies 
begin at 10am and are followed by 
a meal. Morning aarati is at 7am 
with evening aarati at 6pm.

Our 11th Annual On-line 
Maha Laksmi Auction will be held 
from Friday, May 10 through Sun-
day, May 19. We have a large par-
ticipation from our local businesses 
this year, so if you would like to get 
some great prices on body work, 
services, or yummy food while 
supporting the Ashram, check out 
the auction at www.biddingfor-
good.com/auction/auctionhome.
action?auctionId=341692018. You 
can also donate items on the site 
or become a sponsor of the auc-
tion. Your business and website 
gets seen many times by nearly 
2000 like-minded people. Call the 
Ashram at 719-256-4108 with any 
questions and thank you for all of 
your support. This year the funds 
raised will go to build a small her-
mitage for our long-time resident, 
Premanand. 

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is 
full of wonderful items from India 
and is open every day from 10am 
until 5pm. We have many lovely, 
gently-worn Punjabi suits and sa-
ris at 50% off, as well as yards of 
silk fabric for $2 a yard. We are also 
offering 20% off on all books, stat-
ues, and photos of the Divine Moth-
er this month in honor of Navratri. 
We invite you to come in and if you 
mention this article, we will happi-
ly give you a 10% discount on all 
non-sale items. We deeply appreci-
ate your support. Our shop website 
has many items online at http://
mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.

Please visit our website at 
www.babajiashram.org to find out 
more about the Ashram. We also 
invite you to visit the Ashram at 
any time. We love to share Shri Ba-
baji’s and Mother’s home with oth-
ers. Just drop by or give us a call at 
719-256-4108.  

All are invited to the Ashram for Spring 
Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) from Sat-
urday, April 6 through Sunday, April 14.                               

Dr Kim Engard ND, LAc

Now in Crestone Area Full-Time
Accepting New Patients-Discounts for Valley Residents

Holistic Medicine for Mind, Body & Spirit

Homeopathy/Chinese Medicine/Physical Medicine
Detox Plans/Specialty Formulations

(719) 428-3178
Corner of T Road and HWY 17 (Moffat)

www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
mailto:jenna@mazzuccalaw.com
http://www.mazzuccalaw.com
mailto:shop@Babajiashram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
http://www.biddingfor-good.com/auction/auctionhome
http://www.biddingfor-good.com/auction/auctionhome
http://www.biddingfor-good.com/auction/auctionhome
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com
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Mandala Pizza celebrates their 
1 year anniversary

by Desi Faraci
Mandala Pizza reached a mile-

stone March 17 with its one-year 
anniversary. My partner, Greg Hess 
and I, Desi, share our year in re-
view, challenges and optimism. We 
are pleased to offer our multi-gener-
ation-inspired, New York-style piz-
za, infused with good vibes.

As partners, great challenges 
have been presented over the year, 
between juggling business, mar-
riage, parenting, Greg’s graduate 
program and my unexpected spinal 
health issues, to name a few. While 
continuing to overcome adversities, 
the hardships have fostered growth, 
unification, endurance and faith.

Business reached high-
er-than-anticipated goals and the 
outlook is promising. We are grate-
ful the past year for the opportunity, 
happy to have contracted teenagers, 
adults and seniors, honored to have 
participated in community events 
and blessed to have taught our chil-
dren good working values. With the 
Crestone restaurant climate often 
being cold with high turnover, we 

are thankful for our achievements 
and encourage locals to support 
mom-and-pop restaurants with 
love, patience and gratitude.

A sneak peak of menu desires 
for the upcoming season is adding 
hand-dipped ice cream to meet the 
community’s requests. Walking in 
the former Creamery’s footprints is 
a hard act to follow, so our intention 
is to outsource all natural, quality 
ice cream, to present that experi-
ence once again. Diligently, we are 
working on transportation obstacles 
bringing bulk ice cream to the valley.

As far as pizza, the family 
recipe is consistent and often men-
tioned as unsurpassed in the region. 
Early on, organic flour and veggies 
were added along with all-natural 
meats and we anticipate introduc-
ing more varieties of toppings. The 
gluten-free crust has improved and 
now sourced from a Colorado com-
pany offering a scrumptious, fluffy 
texture. You never know what we 
will be cooking up in the future and 
we look forward to serving Crestone 
and its visitors.

Crestone End of Life Project: 
History, overview and pyre site tour 
April 28

Sunday, April 28 from 1 to 4 pm: Come learn all about the Crestone 
End of Life Project (CEOLP), its history and how it works, including a 
guided visit to the beautiful open-air cremation site. The free event begins 
at the Crestone Baca POA Meeting Hall and continues at the nearby pyre 
site. It is hosted by the local non-profit CEOLP and its educational out-
reach branch, Informed Final Choices (IFC). CEOLP facilitates the only 
legal, non-denominational, community-based open-air cremation site in 
the country.

Meet at the POA Hall, where CEOLP/IFC founder and director 
Stephanie Gaines will speak and answer questions about CEOLP’s history. 
Other volunteers will talk about the pyre site and the roles of volunteer 
teams that make CEOLP’s service possible, from the time of a registrant’s 
death to the gathering of ashes after a cremation. Open Air, a short film by 
Adam Sekular about the cremation of a beloved community member, will 
be shown.

The event then moves to the pyre site, which will be set up as it is in 
preparation for a cremation. CEOLP volunteers will be on hand to answer 
questions and share personal insights. For more information, contact Kel-
ley Michelle (phone or text) at 719-431-1339 or ceolp.info@gmail.com. Also 
visit informedfinalchoices.org. 

Mandala Pizza on Silver Street in Crestone.

www.theappledoc.com

Winner Best of Salida 2015, 2016 & 2017

Is your Mac, ipad or iphone running slow? 

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, March 13th, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238 ,  Cre stone ,  CO 81131
www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

“No one really knows why they are alive until they know 
what they would die for.” --Martin Luther King, Jr.

mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
http://www.informedfinalchoices.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
http://www.theappledoc.com
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as received by Earl LeRoy
Resurrection life 
Lord, tell me about resurrec-

tion.
My Child, first—resurrection 

is impossible without Me. Life is 
impossible without God because I 
Am life. I raise dead people back to 
natural life to show that I Am life. 

What you need to understand 
is the glorified resurrection. The 
glorified resurrection is eternal. 
Mortal becomes immortal and per-
ishable becomes imperishable.  No 
one will age or get sick or have to 
face any of the trials of aging in the 
world. You will be at your perfect 
best and be able to do great feats 
you cannot even comprehend now. 
Travel will amaze you and the 
sight of heaven and the universe 
will astound you. The best part 
however, is what happens in the 
spirit realm.

When I rose from the dead 
and became the first fruits of res-
urrection, the limits were all off. I 
became what I was, which is eter-
nal. Now I have a human body that 
is glorified. Walking through walls 
and instant spiritual elevation is 
what you see in the scriptures, but 
what you don’t see is the freedom of 
the spirit realm.

When Paul wrote I rose for 
your justification, this is what 
opened-up for you. In the Kingdom 
of heaven is a freedom that you will 
not comprehend until you experi-
ence it. When you are born again of 
My Holy Spirit and follow Me,  you 
are justified (that means complete-
ly and totally innocent of all sin) 
you can now operate in power by 

My Spirit in all 
realms—both 
natural and spirit.

You are innocent, righteous 
and pure because My Blood has 
given you the right to come bodily 
to heaven’s throne and receive all 
that the Father has for you. Like 
a child, you can only receive what 
you have grown into. You don’t give 
an infant a two-wheel bicycle, or a 
5-year-old a car. They are not ready 
yet.

The problem is that many of 
My children have not grown-up to 
receive the mature things of God.  
When you can walk in mature res-
urrection life, you will do the things 
I did and even greater things and 
nothing will be impossible for you.

Arise, shine—again I say, 
Arise, shine! Your light has come 
and My Glory has risen upon you. 
Darkness covers the earth, but My 
Glory rises on you and appears on 
you. Nations will run to your light 
and kings will come to your bright-
ness. This is the result of really re-
ceiving resurrection life.

Being Spirit led is the key to 
resurrection life. Fear and insecu-
rity are rampant in the world, but 
not in the Kingdom of heaven. You 
can gauge which kingdom prevails 
in your life by how fear and insecu-
rity are a part of your life. Remem-
ber, perfect love casts out all fear. 
As you approach My fullness, fear 
will depart.

I have much more to teach 
you. Meditate on these things now. 
We will continue later.

Love Jesus

Clips from the Clerk
Marriage License FAQs

by Trish Gilbert
Saguache County Clerk & Recorder
Marriage licenses are available from the Saguache County Clerk 

and Recorder’s office located in Saguache at 501 4th St., Monday 
through Friday 8am-4pm.

How do I obtain a marriage license?
To receive a license, you both need to come into the Clerk’s office 

and fill out an application. You will need to provide United States gov-
ernment-issued identification, such as a valid driver’s license or pass-
port, and you will need to know your social security numbers. It is also 
helpful to know in what state both sets of parents currently reside and 
both mothers’ maiden names.

Is there a waiting period?
No. There is no mandatory waiting period between obtaining the 

license and getting married. The marriage license will be issued to you 
the same day you fill out the application. It is on a first-come, first-
serve basis. 

If my fiancé is unable to make it into the office, can I still 
obtain a license?

Yes. Please contact the Clerk’s office (719-655-2512) and ask for 
an Absentee Affidavit Application for a Marriage License.  The affi-
davit must be completed by the individual who cannot come into the 
office. This form must be notarized and must be accompanied by a copy 
of the absent individual’s identification and social security card. The 
present party will submit this information when applying for a mar-
riage license.

If my fiancé or I do not have a social security number, can 
we still obtain a license?

Yes. You must complete an Affidavit of no Social Security Number. 
This document must be notarized and must accompany the individual 
when applying for a marriage license. You can pick up this form at the 
Clerk’s office.  You must be able to provide valid United States govern-
ment-issued identification, such as a driver’s license, along with this 
Affidavit. 

Note: If you are a non-citizen with a passport you do not need 
this affidavit to apply for a marriage license. Your passport is the only 
identification needed.

If I am under age 18, can I still get a marriage license?
If you are under 18, you will need to provide a parental consent 

form. You can pick up this form at the Clerk’s office.
If you are under 16, you will need to obtain a court order to be 

eligible for a marriage license. 
How much is a marriage license?
A marriage license is $30.00 cash, check or card.
Can I request a certified copy of my marriage license?
Yes. Once your marriage license is recorded, you may request a 

certified copy. The cost of a certified copy is $1.25 per copy.  
Is a blood test required to get married in Colorado?
No. Blood tests are not required in the state of Colorado.
When is the earliest I can come in to obtain a license?
You must use the license within 35 days after it is issued. So, if 

you are getting married June 5 then you want to come in no earlier 
than May 1.

Can I get a marriage license in Colorado and get married 
in another state?

No. You must obtain a license in the state you plan to marry. Mar-
riage licenses issued through this office can only be used in the state 
of Colorado.

If I have been previously married, what information is re-
quired?

You will need to know the state you were divorced in as well as 
the date (DD/MM/YEAR) your divorce was finalized. You do not need to 
provide your divorce papers.

How do we actually “get married”?
There are three ways to marry in this state:
• Judge or a Magistrate. You will need to make your own ar-

rangements.
• A person of the cloth such as a Deacon, Minister, Priest, etc. 

You will need to make your own arrangements.
• Self-marriage. You can perform the ceremony yourselves by 

signing the marriage license as the officiant as well as yourselves.

EXPRESS YOURSELF!

Hours and days are flexible
2 hrs / $50 includes materials

At FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS
117 Skyview Way (close to town)

Ish Futral 256.4848 for appointment
or further questions

Encaustics Workshops
& Calligraphic Brushstroke

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Bible Study Thursdays       6:00 pm                       
Prayer Services Mon & Fri       10:00 am                   
Food Bank Tuesdays     2-4 pm
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday  8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Heart of the Rockies Region-
al Medical Center was recently 
awarded a five-star rating for its 
inpatient care on Hospital Com-
pare, a website administered by 
the Centers for Medicare & Med-
icaid Services (CMS). The overall 
hospital rating ranges from one to 
five stars, with five stars the top 
ranking.

HRRMC is one of only six 
hospitals in Colorado recognized 
with a five-star rating. Nation-
wide, only 293 hospitals achieved 
this distinction. Hospital Com-
pare publishes information about 
the quality of care at over 4,000 
Medicare-certified hospitals.

“I am proud of our staff and 
providers for providing outstand-
ing care and services to our ser-
vice area,” said HRRMC CEO 
Robert Morasko. “I also want to 
recognize our board of directors 
for their outstanding leadership. 
The board supported HRRMC’s 
establishment of relevant goals 
and strategies that focused our 
hospital on achieving the high 

level of service exemplified by the 
five-star rating.” 

First available in 2005, 
Hospital Compare was created 
through the efforts of CMS in 
collaboration with organizations 
representing consumers, hospi-
tals, doctors, employers, accredit-
ing organizations and other feder-
al agencies.

According to CMS, Hospital 
Compare is a consumer-oriented 
website that provides information 
on how well hospitals provide rec-
ommended care to their patients. 
This helps consumers to make 
informed decisions about where 
they access health care. 

To explore the survey infor-
mation for HRRMC on Hospital 
Compare, go to www.medicare.
gov/hospitalcompare.

HRRMC earns five-star rating 
on Hospital Comparison

HRRMC Buena Vista Health Center • 28374 Cty Rd 317, Buena Vista, CO  •  hrrmc.com    
HRRMC Medical Clinics  •  550 W. Hwy 50, Salida, CO   l   719-530-2000

Services include:
• Annual exams

• Contraception

• Diagnosis/Treatment of STIs

• Gynecologic surgery

• Menopause management

• Treatment for painful or heavy periods

HRRMC Gynecology Services

We accept Medicare, Health First Colorado and most insurances.

Ti�any Rhodes, MD
Board certi�ed in 

obstetrics and gynecology

Dr. Ti�any Rhodes provides age-appropriate, gynecologic 
care for adolescents through post-menopausal adults.

“Women’s healthcare is about supporting 
women through the spectrum of their lives 
and experiences and building relationships 

that improve the quality of their lives.” 

Heart of the Rockies Region-
al Medical Center now offers direct 
access cardiovascular screening 
(DACS) at the hospital. Patients 
may order up to six screenings 
that measure heart and circulatory 
health at discounted prices without 
a physician’s referral.

“DACS is a great way to be 
proactive with your cardiovascular 
health. It creates a baseline that al-
lows you to track changes over time 
with follow-up screenings, just like 
measuring blood pressure or cho-
lesterol trends,” said Jon Fritz, 
Wellness U program manager.

Screenings include coronary 
calcium CT scan (calcium score) for 
$129, carotid artery ultrasound for 
$235, abdominal aortic ultrasound 
for $79, 12-lead EKG for $59, pe-
ripheral artery disease test (PAD-
net) for $135 and a lipid-panel 
blood draw for $25. Screenings may 
be ordered individually or as a full 
panel for $510.

Payment is required up front, 
by cash, check or credit card. In-
surance companies and third-par-
ty payers will not be billed, and in 
many cases insurance will not cov-
er the cost of the screenings as they 
are not ordered by a physician.

Results for the calcium scor-

ing are provided at time of service. 
All other screening results will be 
communicated in person at an ap-
pointment with a Wellness U exer-
cise physiologist about a week after 
the screening.

HRRMC will not send DACS 
results to a patient’s physician. It 
is the patient’s responsibility to 
share the results with his/her phy-
sician.

All DACS screenings are con-
ducted at the hospital, 1000 Rush 
Dr., Salida. Appointments are re-
quired and must be scheduled at 
least two weeks in advance of the 
screening.

DACS is one of several initi-
atives HRRMC has undertaken 
to address the cost of health care. 
Other initiatives include direct ac-
cess lab testing, cash-based pricing 
for rehab services and for CT and 
MRI scans, and opening a walk-in 
clinic at the HRRMC Buena Vista 
Health Center.

To schedule an appointment 
for a DACS coronary calcium CT 
scan, call 719-530-2202. For more 
information or to schedule an ap-
pointment for the other screenings 
or the full panel, call 719-530-2057.

Registered nurse Cyndi Brown with Heart of the Rockies Regional Dialysis Center 
distributes information about the center’s services and kidney disease on Tuesday in the 
hospital’s main lobby. The Dialysis Center provides both inpatient and outpatient dialysis 
services. It is owned by HRRMC and managed by Sanderling Renal Services. Sanderling 
specializes in bringing high-quality dialysis and kidney services to rural communities.

HRRMC introduces direct access 
cardiovascular screening

 
Biodynamic

Craniosacral Therapy

Amulya DAWN Beechwood
RCST®, LMT, CEIM

  

illuminatedtherapies.com
relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

719-256-4743
   

~ Repairs

~ Window Blinds
      & Shades
   ~ Repairs

Crestone / Baca
719-256-4498

http://www.medicare
mailto:relax@illuminatedtherapies.com


Page 20 • The Crestone Eagle • April, 2019 www.crestoneeagle.com

Things are springing up 
at Crestone Performances

Crestone Performances would 
like to extend its’ sincere gratitude 
to Vivia Lawson and Sangre De 
Cristo Real Estate for becoming a 
repeat sponsor. She  was wavering 
until she came to our first “Student 
Open Mic” night  and that tipped 
the scales. Sangre De Cristo Real 
Estate specializes in properties 
found within Saguache, Alamosa 
and Conejos Counties. They pro-
vide a personnel touch with exten-
sive knowledge to make buying or 
selling a smooth and pleasant ex-
perience. So please consider San-
gre De Cristo Real Estate next time 
you need a realtor and let them 
know we sent you.      

Our second Student Open Mic 
night was a great success with an 
eager audience and endearing per-
formances. The next one is April 
8 and is open to students from all 

over the valley. It is held the sec-
ond Monday of every month from 
5:30 to 7pm at the Cloud Station 
in Crestone. Admission is free and 
refreshments will be available. 
Thanks go out to Benjamin and 
Michelle for suppling the venue 
which, by the way, the kids total-
ly dig. For more information and to 
reserve a spot, please call 719-256-
4533. So check it out!

Crestone Performances is 
happy to bring back, by popular de-
mand, 2mx2. This is an alternative, 
bi-lingual, positive message Hip 
Hop group. They embrace modern 
political topics such as immigra-
tion, health and education reform. 
Their music is in both English and 
Spanish integrating mainstream 
music to underground hip hop. 
They have appeared in schools for 
us several years ago and kids are 
still talking about them. They will 
be performing in Salida, Saguache 
County schools and the Boys and 
Girls Club in late April. All the 
shows are free to the schools. Check 
out our web site or call 719-256-
4533 for more info. We have also 
booked our Carnival for April 5 at 
the Crestone Charter School, May 
2 at Salida Elementary and May 7 
at Center Elementary. Stay tuned 
for more to come. 

Our success is made possi-
ble through individual donations, 
our sponsors and grants from Sa-
guache County, The Anchutz Fam-
ily Foundation and Colorado Crea-
tive Industries. Our sponsors are 
the Crestone Eagle, Orient Land 
Trust, Joyful Journey Hot Springs, 
Manitou Institute, Sangre De Cris-
to Real Estate, First Street Floor-

ing and Amicas restaurant in Sal-
ida.   

Crestone Performances Inc. 
is a 501(c)3 community service or-
ganization now in its’ 17th year. 
We make a positive educational, 
cultural and economic impact in 
Saguache County and the San Luis 
Valley by providing affordable ac-
cess to presentations representing 
diverse traditions and cultures.  To 
date we have produced 224 shows 
using 45 different presenters. We 

also provide a fun fund raising car-
nival for schools. We also help as-
sist and produce community events 
all across the Valley. 

 If you would like more in-
formation or would like to contrib-
ute to our efforts, please go our web 
site, crestfest.org and/or give us a 
call at 719-256-4533. Our address 
is P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO 81131. 
Thanks for your time and stay 
tuned! All donations are tax de-
ductible.

719-256-4533

www.crestfest.org crestfest@crestfest.org

YEP
YOUTH  

ENRICHMENT  
PROGRAM

 Spring 2019 Events

Thank you to our AMAZING Sponsors!

 April 24th - Salida & Moffat 
April 25th - Center & Saguache  

April 26th - Crestone & 
Boys & Girls Club

April 5th - Crestone Charter                      
May 2nd- Salida Elementary               

May 7th - Center Elementary     

April 8th - Student Open Mic- 
Cloud Station 5:30pm-7pm2MX2- Hip Hop

Carnivals

More to come!

2MX2 returns to local schools.

Malana Ramadei, Carlota Schaeffer and Ayla Tieder at the Student Open Mic.

Jacob Bryson sings his original “Heart 
Mender.”

 

Full Food Menu & 
Weekly Specials

Admission Rates:
Adults - $15

Children (Ages 3-12) - $10
Seniors, College, Military 

(Ages 65+) - $12
Children 2 & under - FREE 

Visit us on Facebook! https://tinyurl.com/yayykpdl

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestfest.org
mailto:crestfest@crestfest.org
https://tinyurl.com/yayykpdl
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Stables offers 2019 Summer 
Children’s Riding Program

by Joanna Dokson
The Baca Grande Stables’ 

2019 Summer Children’s Riding 
Program for children ages 6 to 
15 will begin the week of June 3. 
Session 1 will be June 3-7; Ses-
sion 2, June 24-28; Session 3, July 
22-26; Session 4, Aug 5-9; Session 
5, August 12-16. Each session is 
five days for 2 1/2 hours, from 8 to 
10:30am. Lessons include riding in 
the arena and on trails and gener-
al horsemanship—safety, grooming 
and tacking up. Class size is limit-
ed to 5 students per session, so sign 
up soon. The cost will be $150 per 
week-long session. 

As in years past, the Baca 
Grande POA has generously 
agreed to underwrite a portion of 
the summer children’s riding pro-
gram in order to reduce the cost 

of lessons for local residents who 
demonstrate financial need. With 
the POA subsidy, the full cost of 
$150 per weekly session will be re-
duced to $100 for eligible students.

Summer is a busy time at the 
Baca Grande Stables. Private and 
group lessons are available for be-
ginners through intermediates. We 
teach both English and Western 
riding. Our philosophy is based on 
discovering and establishing a lov-
ing, safe and knowledgeable part-
nership with horses. Body aware-
ness, boundary setting, effective 
communication with honest inten-
tion and self confidence are all en-
hanced by equine sports.

Trail rides are available year 
round by appointment, weather 
permitting. These are usually one 
to two hours long and can feature 

a variety of terrain and areas of in-
terest. Ages 6 and above are wel-
come.

Community members who be-
lieve in the value of this program 
for local youth and would like to 
underwrite a partial scholarship 
for families in financial need, can 
make a tax-deductible donation 
to the Atalanta Association (the 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
that leases the Baca Grande Sta-

bles), earmarked “Summer Chil-
dren’s Riding Program.” We will 
gratefully accept donations of any 
amount and will send a receipt to 
donors for tax purposes.  

To sign up for the summer 
children’s riding program, schedule 
a lesson or trail ride, inquire about 
horse boarding or arrange to pick 
up free manure for your garden, 
please call 256-6200 or e-mail us at 
info@bacagrandestables.com.

Riders enjoy time practicing in the ring before heading out on the trail.

BOARDING ~ LESSONS ~ TRAIL RIDES

(719) 256-6200

mailto:info@bacagrandestables.com
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It’s a busy spring at 
Moffat School

by Jillian Sciacca, 
Moffat School Principal 
It has been a busy spring se-

mester at the Moffat School.  Last 
month we held student-led confer-
ences and had great participation 
from families.  Students had the 
opportunity to share their academ-
ic success with their families and 
set goals for the remainder of the 
school year.  At the end of March, 
the Moffat School Key Club, spon-
sored by Patte Smith held the 
annual Prime Rib Dinner.  High 
school students served up a deli-
cious meal to the community.  All 
proceeds went to support commu-
nity service initiatives. 

Our preschool students have 
been enjoying fresh harvests from 
their greenhouse throughout the 
winter months.  The harvests have 
been so plentiful that we have been 
able to feed the entire school fresh 
salad greens at lunch.  Greenhouse 
manager, Jack Sciacca stated, “we 
are learning a lot about our green-
house this season and its micro-
climate.  We are looking forward 
to maximizing it’s potential next 
season with earlier plant times and 
utilizing plants that like the inter-
nal growing environment.”  This 
has been a huge undertaking for 
our school and it is so rewarding 
to see Moffat students enjoying the 
harvests!

During the month of April, 
Moffat students will be taking 
state assessments to show their 
growth.  On April 8, we will hold a 
Rock the Test pep rally to get stu-
dents pumped up to do their very 
best work on these important tests.  
Last year, Moffat students made 
huge growth by increasing the 
schools overall score by 12 points!  
This year, we expect to see excep-
tional growth once again. Begin-
ning on Tuesday, April 9, Moffat 
students in grades 3 through 11 
will begin these important tests.  
Testing will wrap up on April 18 
and make-up tests will take place 
the following week.  Students who 
are in attendance on all test dates 
and do not need to complete make-
ups will earn raffle tickets.  On 
April 18, we will have a drawing for 
some fabulous prizes!

Important upcoming 
dates:

Class Picture Day: April 8
State Tests Begin: April 9
Prom at Mountain Valley: April 

27
Kindergarten and Preschool 

Round-Up: May 9
Senior Graduation: May 25
8th Grade Continuation & Sec-

ondary Academic Awards: May 29
Elementary Awards: May 30
Last Day of School: May 30 (1/2 

day)

slvfed.com 719-589-6653

Trust and Strength Since 1899
Sponsor of Mo�at School News

Andrick Skoglund and Lilly Smith show off their harvests from the preschool greenhouse 
at Moffat School.

Moffat Preschool students head to the greenhouse to harvest dinner for their families.

Accepting consignments daily

Store Hours:
                  Mon - Sat 10am-6pm   •  Sunday 10am-5pm

Men’s and Women’s Clothing & Accessories

Furniture, Housewares, & Home Decor
222 F Street, Salida

(719) 539-4580

312 E. Main Buena Vista
(719) 966-5159

134 F Street, Salida
(719) 539-5490

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

MAITRI MASSAGE
Awareness Based Massage Therapy

ANNE ROSS, LMT
INCORPORATING DEEP TISSUE, THERAPEUTIC & ACUPRESSURE TECHNIQUES

719-588-8727 anneross1@icloud.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
mailto:anneross1@icloud.com


The Crestone Eagle • April, 2019 • Page 23 

CCS arts programming
by Mason Osgood
Today, fine arts and music are 

subjects that are increasingly for-
gotten in primary and secondary 
education. Budget cuts and teach-
ing focused on standards have led 
to a decrease in art and music ed-
ucation. Fortunately, this is not the 
case at Crestone Charter School 
(CCS). Art and music education 
serves a fundamental role at CCS 
starting from kindergarten to ad-
vanced mentorships in the high 
school. 

Students are welcomed with 
a rich and diverse arts program at 

CCS beginning in primary school 
where Kristy Knight has been 
teaching for eight years. Every 
class, including middle school, at-
tends art class once a week for an 
hour. Mrs. Knight focuses on fun-
damentals in K-5th grades, teach-
ing color schemes, and differences 
between primary and secondary 
colors. Students’ art can be viewed 
weekly throughout CCS hallways. 
She prides herself in being an ad-
vocate for the arts and says CCS is 
great at placing importance in an 
education in fine arts. For Knight 

an education in fine arts helps 
children with critical thinking, 
creativity, and developing skills as 
an artist. She says about working 
at CCS, “I love it, small classes 
allow me to provide more individ-
ual attention.” With an average 
combined two grade class size of 
sixteen, CCS allows for hands-on 
art education not available at typ-
ical public schools. Most recently 
Knight taught the middle school 
grades about clay ring mugs, al-
lowing each student to create their 
own mug and have it fired in a pot-
tery kiln. 

In addition 
to fine arts, the 
primary school 
receives music 
education from 
Matthew Nava, 
who’s been teach-
ing at CCS for 
three years. This 
is Mr. Nava’s first 
year teaching mu-
sic at CCS, previ-
ously a teacher’s 
aide. Nava brings 
high energy to the 
classrooms once 
a week. Typically 
Nava walks into 
the school with 
arms full of hand 
drums, noise mak-
ers, and shakers. 
Nava structures 
his music educa-
tion on fundamen-
tals, saying the 

K/1 class focuses on beat, rhythm 
and singing, 2nd and 3rd grades 
focus on drums and percussion, 
and 4th and 5th grades focus on 
singing and ukulele. This year 
Nava led a drum and percussion 
circle for an all-school gathering 
focusing on self-empowerment. 
Nava says he enjoys the “love kids 
have for music that’s instilled in 
them by their parents.”

Middle school and high 
school students are able to pursue 
further music education with Tom 
Dessain, who’s been with CCS for 

nine years. Mr. Des-
sain has been a sing-
er-songwriter for 48 
years, many of which 
have been in Cres-
tone. Dessain’s mu-
sic education focuses 
on rock & roll and 
folk, rather than a 
traditional horn- and 
string-based music 
education. Dessain 
says students learn 
to be in a band, how 
to prepare to play live 
music, and work with 
others within a musi-
cal realm. 

The middle 
school and high 
school students fre-
quently play at tal-
ent shows at CCS 
and  at the Cloud Station on week-
ends. Dessain works with high 
schoolers daily both individually 
and in a band focused setting. He 

says music education allows for a 
close bond with students that last 
after they leave CCS, citing sever-
al students of his who’ve become 

devoted musicians. He 
says, “music is like a 
ladder for the soul, it 
makes life better in all 
ways.”

As part of the high 
school mentorship pro-
gram students are able 
to pursue their artis-
tic passions. Currently 
this year art- and mu-
sic-centered mentor-
ships include pottery 
making, street art, cel-
lo, and silks. The CCS 
arts programs ground 
themselves in one of its 
three virtues: creativi-
ty. Due to its structure 
as a charter school, 
CCS is able to prior-
itize arts and music ed-
ucation.                 

Student sewing.

Student crafting a clay dish.

Student painting a self-portrait.
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n both our state and county 
we have seen stark changes to our 
landscape and population. We have 
seen the introduction of a new in-
dustry that brings the possibility of 
jobs and income to an area that has 
struggled with poverty.”

Every grower, as well as Com-
missioners themselves—during 
Commissioner meetings, Planning 
Commission meetings and special 
meetings—have constantly intoned 
the conviction that this cannabis 
boom is great for small businesses 
and the economy in the county.  The 
County budget itemization will tell 
county residents if this is so and to 
what extent.

Follow the money
From records requested from 

the Saguache County Land Use of-
fice, here is at least a preliminary 
accounting of the revenues from 
marijuana applications and opera-
tions located in Saguache County. 
Most of the excise tax is collected 
from about six cultivations.

In addition to these numbers, 
the Town of Moffat annexed almost 
100 acres into the town for the 
purposed of encouraging marijua-
na businesses to locate within the 
town. This Commercial Cannabis 
Park, known as Area 420, has re-
ceived approval for 16 commercial 
marijuana cultivations and mari-
juana-infused production facilities.

Moffat residents voted in the 
General Election of 2018 to ap-
prove a 5% tax on marijuana oper-
ations. With that vote, the ability of 
Saguache County to collect excise 
tax was negated.

The breakdown of how these 
funds have been spent by the Coun-
ty is not yet available.

According to the Saguache 
County Sheriff, Dan Warwick, 

there is one full-time code enforce-
ment officer under the Land Use of-
fice. Deputy Wayne Clark, who ful-
filled that role for most of 2018 is 
assisting on an “as-needed” basis. 

Statewide, the Department of 
Revenue is reporting record sales 
for January 2019: $124.9 million, 
6% higher than January 2018. 
While retail sales have been boom-
ing, the wholesale prices for raw 
cannabis have seen a steep decline. 
These wholesale prices are the ba-
sis for the 5% excise tax imposed 
and collected by Saguache County.

Even in just two years, Sa-
guache County has seen changes in 
the industry. So far, in 2019, there 
have been no applications for new 
cultivations or operations. Over 
the past several months, many of 
the applications reviewed by the 
County are for expanded opera-
tions, changes of ownership, name 
change, or modifications to busi-
ness structure.

The number of retail mari-
juana stores has grown from one 
in Moffat in 2014 to two in the 
town of Moffat, and two in unin-
corporated Saguache County to 
make a total of four.

In 2018, only one application 
was denied. Two applicants decid-

ed to withdraw from operations 
completely, reasons undisclosed. A 
third withdrew his application af-
ter felony charges were filed by the 
Marijuana Enforcement Division 
in court due to misrepresentations 
on application.

To date in 2019, two cultiva-
tions have been transferred to new 
owners. One operation has opened 
its property to leasing land for cul-
tivation to at least one other per-
son, thus expanding operations.

Statewide, pot shops have 
sold over $6 billion worth of legal 
marijuana since retail sales began 
on January 1, 2014. For the fifth 
year in a row, annual dispensary 
sales reached a new record.

In May 2018, 3,101 licensed 
marijuana businesses were regis-
tered in Colorado. Nearly 70% of 

the licenses for marijuana busi-
nesses were concentrated in the 
counties of Denver (1,226), El Paso 
(370), Pueblo (303), and Boulder 
(216).

Total revenue from tax-
es, licenses, and fees increased 
from $67,594,325 in 2014 to 
$247,368,474 in 2017 (+266%). 
Excise tax revenue dedicated to 
school capital construction assis-
tance was $40,000,000 in 2017 
and an additional $27,752,968 
was dedicated to the public school 
fund.

Illegal activity
According to a study pre-

pared by the Colorado Division 
of Criminal Justice, “Impacts on 
Marijuana Legalization in Colora-
do” includes some jarring statistics 
about illegal activity, such as crim-
inal cultivations on public land in 
Colorado and the amount of illegal 
marijuana seized from such oper-
ations. Over 10,350 pounds of il-
legal pot were seized by Colorado 
law enforcement in 2017, which 
is nearly double the 5,145 pounds 
seized in 2016.

Southern Colorado counties 
in particular struggle with illegal 
operations. Statewide arrests re-
lated to marijuana production in-
creased by 51% from 2012 to 2017. 

Saguache County Sheriff Dan 
Warwick acknowledges that ille-

gal operations still can be found 
countywide, “Black market mari-
juana is still lucrative. No matter 
how many permits are issued for 
legal operations, the black market 
will continue.”

Legalizing marijuana in Col-
orado was supposed to weaken the 
illegal market. A Rocky Mountain 
PBS “Insight with John Ferrugia” 
investigation shows just the oppo-
site. In the years since Colorado 
legalized recreational marijuana 
in 2012, law enforcement all over 
the country have reported finding 
Colorado marijuana in their states 
where recreational use of the drug 
is not legal. For example, data 
compiled by the Colorado Depart-
ment of Public Safety found that 
US postal inspectors seized more 
than 2,000 pounds of marijuana 
mailed from Colorado in 2017—
compared to 262 pounds in 2014.

Rural areas with low-budget 
law enforcement offices are prime 
targets for most of these opera-
tions.

Link to “Cultivating Crime” 
RMPBS Insight with John Ferru-
gia  www.rmpbs.org/insight/culti-
vating-crime

Link to Impacts of Mari-
juana Legalization on Colora-
do October 2018 report http://
cdpsdocs.state.co.us/ors/docs/re-
ports/2018-SB13-283_Rpt.pdf.

Marijuana in 
Saguache County
continued from page 1

Colo. joins popular vote compact
continued from page 1

Trump who lost the popular vote 
to candidate Hillary Clinton, but 
swept to victory with 304 electoral 
votes.

A switch to a direct popular 
election for president would com-
pletely alter the current two-par-
ty system. In the current political 
climate, many Americans (42%) 
identify as independents, and a 
popular-vote based system could 
allow a third-party candidate to 
make a credible run for the White 
House.

Under the Constitution, 
states have the power to deter-
mine how they award their elec-
toral votes in national elections. 
Most states have winner-take-all 
laws, which award all of its elec-

toral votes to the presidential 
candidate who receives the most 
votes within the state. Two states, 
Maine and Nebraska, split their 
electoral votes.

Colorado Democrats won 
control of the state legislature in 
November, and quickly introduced 
the bill earlier this year.

Republicans in the Colorado 
legislature mounted a fierce ef-
fort in opposition to the bill. Not a 
single GOP vote was cast in favor 
of the measure as it cleared the 
Capitol. Republicans argued the 
compact would compel presiden-
tial candidates to bypass smaller, 
rural, often Republican-leaning 
states during their campaigns.

Two Colorado Republicans, 
Monument Mayor Don Wilson and 
Mesa County Commissioner Rose 

Pugliese, have pledged to seek a 
2020 state ballot measure that 
would undo the law. They would 
need to collect 124,632 signatures 
to put the question on the ballot.

Signing the bill into the law 
has also put Governor Polis, who 
has only been in office two months, 
at risk of recall by at least two 
conservative groups. Polis needs 
to complete six months in office 
before the recall effort can begin. 
The Statewide Recall Polis group 
also needs to collect 631,266 signa-
tures just to get the recall question 
on the ballot for everyone to vote 
on.

Two other controversial piec-
es of legislation have triggered the 
discussion about recall: the Red 
Flag bill and the proposed changes 
to Colorado oil and gas regulations 
with the intent to protect public 
health.

A wintery ranch appears while traveling the backroads to get to Moffat after the T-road 
was closed due to a hay truck roll over. It’s amazing the beauty that awaits when one 
takes the road less traveled.        photo by Kate Steichen
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by Matie Belle Lakish
For many San Luis Valley 

residents, hemp offers both adven-
ture and the hope of profit. 

And the plant, with its new-
found legal status, offers so much! 
Nutritionally, the seeds offer high 
quality protein, necessary fatty 
acids, a good balance of vitamins 
and minerals, and carbohydrates 
for energy. Medicinally, the flowers 
offer CBD oil plus numerous other 
cannabinoids, terpenes and other 
constituents, most of which have 
yet to be studied. Neither seeds nor 
stalks contain any cannabinoids, 
but they show great promise for 
use in other industries. Construc-
tion, clothing, and paper products 
will see growth as the long, strong 

hemp fibers become commercially 
available. 

Archeological evidence re-
veals that hemp fiber and seed 
have been used for thousands of 
years, starting in Asia and spread-
ing throughout the Middle East, 
Europe, and eventually, the Amer-
icas. However, the research into 
the various constituents of hemp 
is rather recent, and this has al-
lowed breeders to select varieties 
of Cannabis Sativa for fiber, seed, 
or medicine. Of those plants used 
for medicine, hemp plants are 
those whose buds and flowers cre-
ate cannabadiol, or CBD, rather 
than tetrahydrocannabinol, or 
THC, the psychoactive constitu-
ent known for its “high”. The new 
2018 Farm Bill allows the legal, 
although controlled, cultivation 
and use of hemp for fiber, food 
and medicine. Since Cannabis has 

been legal in Colorado for a few 
years, some farmers experiment-
ed with hemp, and entrepreneurs 
in the valley have a head start on 
several new industries, but there 
are challenges.

Most growers I talked to 
agreed that China and Canada, 
which have allowed hemp produc-
tion for several years, have cor-
nered the market in the fiber and 
seed industries. China has also 
been pro-active in patenting med-
icines developed from hemp. Chal-
lenges also exist for new growers 
in acquiring land, and getting 
seed and equipment to work with 
hemp. 

For those reasons, most new 
hemp growers are producing CBD 

oils, where America is perceived 
to have a quality advantage. Even 
relatively small growers can get 
a start by making and marketing 
CBD oil. There are also a number 
of businesses starting up to sup-
port those growers.

Jae Sanders of Beyond Or-
ganica said their local company 
wants to provide small farmers 
with high-CBD strains of plants, 
offer informational support to 
those farmers, and market a nutri-
ent line of soil amendments to help 
people get started. They are grow-
ing six strains of high-CBD plants 
for sale, primarily to farmers who 
have 40 acres or less. She antici-
pates having the organic plant nu-
trients, which are designed for all 
stages of hemp growth, available 
locally, possibly at Saturday Mar-
ket. The website is www.beyondor-
ganica.com. 

National Hemp Exchange 
has taken production to a higher 
level. I met Jeff Cox at the Seed 
Exchange, and he invited me to 
visit their facility outside of Monte 
Vista. Jeff is the laboratory man-
ager and oversees the extraction 
of CBD oil and isolates in a state-
of-the-art lab. He first showed 
me the 17,000 sq. ft. greenhouse 
where they grow clones of three 
CBD strains of hemp with enticing 
names: Cherry, Cherry Wine, and 
Wife. All three are well known in 
the CBD industry as being high in 
CBD and low in THC. By planting 
clones, growers can be sure that 
plants will not exceed the .3% THC 
required by federal law. Growers 
who use seed cannot be sure that 
some errant pollen hasn’t polluted 
their seed stock. 

The mothers of the clones are 
short, stubby, bushy plants from 
which dozens of cuttings have 
been taken. Approximately 5-inch 
cuttings are treated with a rooting 
enzyme, inserted in flats with con-
ical-shaped holes in the bottom, 
and placed in a watery, organic 
medium to grow roots. Thousands 
of these cuttings float in their lit-

tle boats the length and width of 
the huge greenhouse.

Clones for CBD growers and 
CBD oil appear to be the main 
products marketed by National 
Hemp Exchange, but they also 
grow hemp for fiber, seed oil, and 
edible seed. While in the green-
house I spoke with their head 
grower, Ron Jones. Ron, a former 
landscaper, moved from Texas 
to oversee growing these plants. 
When I asked about his motivation 
for making the move, he cited the 
health benefits of Cannabis. He 
also shared an interesting piece of 
history. Under the Romans, slaves 
were fed a gruel made from 90% 
hemp mixed with 10% oats, which 
kept them working hard all day. 
I asked him about pests. He said 
they are rare, but can be controlled 
with a spray of soybean oil.

Jeff then took me to his turf—
the lab, where we were joined by 
Austin Buckingham. Described on 
the website as, “State-of-the-art 
3,200 square foot heated testing 
and processing plant is specially 
designed for high-output process-

The Crestone Eagle • April, 2019 • Page B-1

Hemp in the San Luis 
Valley, part II

continued on page B-10

A selection of hemp products available at Elephant Cloud Market.

Handmade hemp fiber products at Crestone Creative Trade.

San Luis Valley Hemp Company farmers holding their products. L to R: Monte Robert-
son, Joe VanAsperen, Shanan Wright, Brandi Wright, Dion Oakes.                              
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by Kim Malville
Events of the month
April 2: Look for the moon 

and Venus close together before 
dawn.

April 5: Mars lies between 
Aldebaran and the Pleiades.

April 8: The crescent moon 
joins Mars, Aldebaran, and the 
Pleiades to form a celestial dia-
mond.

April 11: Mars moves close 
to Aldebaran for the next weeks. 
Compare the color of these two 
red objects. Aldebaran is twice as 
bright as Mars.

April 19: Full moon.
April 21: Easter is celebrat-

ed on the first Sunday after the 
full Moon that occurs on or just 
after the spring equinox. In 2019, 
both the vernal equinox and the 
full Moon occurred on Wednesday, 
March 20. The full Moon followed 
spring equinox by less than four 
hours. Following these rules, East-
er should have followed the full 
Moon on March 20 namely on Sun-
day March 24. However, the Chris-
tian Church Calendar, for the sake 
of convenience, establishes spring 
equinox to be always be fixed on 
March 21, while in reality, equinox 
can happen on March 19, 20, or 
21. Thus, the first full Moon after 
March 21 doesn’t occur until April 
19 this year, and Easter will be cel-
ebrated on Sunday, April 21. 

 April 22: The peak of the 
Lyrid meteor shower occurs to-
night. Sadly, it takes place with the 
moon is nearly full, drowning out 
the fainter meteor. If you are out 
and about, it might be worthwhile 
to scan the skies.  The meteors will 
be coming out of the area between 
the constellations of Hercules and 
Lyra. Some years there have been 
fireballs.

April 23: About an hour before 
sunrise, look for the moon and Jupi-
ter within a degree of each other.

The Earth was blasted by 
the Sun 2600 years ago

One of the strongest solar 
storms ever to hurtle toward Earth 
blasted hit our planet in 660 BC, 
based on traces of the storm pre-
served in both ice cores and tree 
rings. 

 As the sun’s magnetic field 
shifts, it occasionally releases 
bursts of charged particles into 

space, in the 
form of coro-
nal mass ejections. In the most ex-
treme solar storms, called solar pro-
ton events, these charged particles 
are sped up by erupting magnetic 
fields. Even Earth’s protective mag-
netic field can’t deflect such swift, 
energetic particle streams. The ra-
diation is particularly hazardous to 
modern technology and astronauts. 
In the figure an actual coronal mass 
ejection is pictured with an artist’s 
drawing of our tiny Earth with our 
protective magnetic shield. 

It’s unclear how common such 
extreme events are. Satellite- and 
ground-based instruments have 
tracked them for only about 70 
years. To look farther back in time, 
researchers hunt for spikes in cos-
mogenic radionuclides such as car-
bon-14 — recorded in tree rings 
— or beryllium-10 and chlorine-36 
— preserved in ice cores. Such ra-
dionuclides form when cosmic rays 
interact with molecules in Earth’s 
atmosphere.

In 2017, scientists identified a 
sudden spike in tree ring carbon-14 
dating to about 660 B.C. that might 
indicate a solar proton event. The 
relative abundance of the radionu-
clides in the ice suggested that the 
660 B.C. event was about 10 times 
more powerful than the 1956 event, 
the strongest solar storm record-
ed by instruments, and quite coin-
cidentally occurred at the start of 
the International Geophysical Year. 
This storm was certainly powerful 
enough to devastate modern electri-
cal circuits, satellites, defense sys-
tems, including GPS satellites. None 
of those would have happened in 660 
BC.  There would have been brilliant 
auroras pulsating and arcing in the 
northern skies, and the most power-
ful storms would have produced au-
roras near the equator. 

What was happening in the 
decade around 660 BC? In 668 BC 

Nineveh, capital of Assyria became 
the largest city of the world, taking 
the lead from Thebes in Egypt. In 
660 BC, the empire of Japan was 
founded and there is the first evi-
dence of a written Olmec language. 
Most interesting is that in 650 BC 
there was a severe change in climate 
such that all the Bronze Age cul-
tures in Europe  experienced colder 
and wetter climate, and tribes from 

the Scandinavian Nordic Bronze 
Age cultures were pushed south-
ward into the European continent. 
Could there have been a connection 
between such a highly variable sun 
with its powerful outburst and cli-
mate on the Earth?

There are only two ways to de-
tect coronal mass ejections. One is 
by using satellites above the earth’s 
atmosphere to observe the solar co-
rona and the second is by a total 
solar eclipse, when the corona can 
be seen. Sometimes eclipses may 
occur when a storm of particles is 
ejected from the sun. We think that 
one of these coronal mass ejections 
during an eclipse may have been 
recorded as a petroglyph in Chaco 
Canyon. If you visit the Canyon, 
check out the rock, which we have 
called Piedra del sol, near the Vis-
itors’ Center. The disturbed corona 
looking like a huge tick is in the 
lower center of the photograph.

The Earth was hit by an 
asteroid on December 18, 2018.

On Dec. 18, 2018, a school 
bus-size meteor, which turned out 
to be a wandering asteroid, explod-
ed over Earth with an energy of 
roughly 10 atomic bombs. Accord-
ing to NASA, the blast was the 
second-largest meteor impact since 

their organization began tracking 
them 30 years ago, second only 
by the fireball that exploded over 
Chelyabinsk, Russia, in Feb. 2013. 
This asteroid blew apart over a re-
mote portion of the Bearing Sea, 16 
miles above the water. No humans 
saw it, only birds and fish. NASA 
learned about the December im-
pact thanks to the U.S. Air Force, 
whose missile-monitoring satellites 
were among the first to detect the 
blast. The rumble of the explosion 
registered on infrasound detectors 
— stations that measure low-fre-
quency sound waves inaudible to 
human ears — around the world. 
The asteroid weighed about 1,500 
tons, had a diameter of about 32 
feet, and was traveling through the 
atmosphere at nearly 72,000 mph.. 

In 2013, another asteroid ex-
ploded in Siberia over the city of 
Chelyabinsk with more than twice 
the energy. The Chelyabinsk aster-
oid was described as brighter than 
the sun, was captured by a number 
of cameras, and injured more than 
1,200 people. No one was hit. Most 
of the injuries occurred because 
people rushed to windows when 
they saw the flash and then were 
cut by flying glass when the blast 
wave arrived.

This column sponsored by

Kim & Nancy Malville
kimmalville@hotmail.com

Chelyabinsk Meteor February 15, 2013.  photo by M. Ahmetvaleev

Possible petroglyph in Chaco Canyon of a solar eclipse on July 11, 1097 with a coronal 
mass ejection.  photo by Kim Malville

Coronal mass ejection hitting the Earth.  photo courtesty of ScienceNews

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:kimmalville@hotmail.com


The Crestone Eagle • April, 2019 • Page B-3 

by Starr Sites     
Happy Spring and April Fool’s 

Day!  As the weather warms and 
hope springs eternal, imagine how 
you’ll soon spend your time out-
doors this summer.  

A Mystic Rectangle ap-
pears

The first hour after midnight 
on April 1 exhibits aspects that 
could possibly be the template for 
the entire month. It begins gently 
but gets more intense as the month 
proceeds. April opens with a hope-
ful Mystic Rectangle (formed by 2 
parallel trines connecting 2 paral-
lel sextiles) creating an existential 
doorway that leads to higher con-
sciousness. But one must choose to 
cross the threshold in consciousness 
in order to receive its blessing. 

In this Mystic Rectangle 
stern Saturn sextiles dreamy Nep-
tune, which trines a compassionate 
North Node in Cancer, which then 

sextiles a hard-working Virgo Mid-
heaven. This indicates a time of bal-
ance between the material and the 
spiritual, when deep empathy for 
the under-dog blends with higher 
ideals envisioning equality among 
all peoples. While this focus is admi-
rable, due to a square to Jupiter we 
may receive either great benefit or 
encounter considerable resistance, 
depending largely on your inten-
tions.  

A Grand Trine
When a few minutes later Plu-

to and Mars form a Grand Trine 
with the Midheaven, the compas-
sion of the Mystic Rectangle gets 
crushed by the iconoclastic ego 
and aggression of these two malef-
ic planets. Aggressors, White Su-
premacists or not, may experience 
a modicum of success in their en-
deavors, being supported by people 
in high places, but a T-square from 
the Nodes to the Midheaven suggest 
a public outcry would arise around 
craven acts of violence. 

Mercury joins Neptune on the 
2nd, continuing the confusions, de-
ceptions and delusions of March. 
The New Moon receives squares 
from the Nodes and Saturn on the 
5th bringing up depressing issues 
that are hard to handle.  Meanwhile 
some quickly-passing romantic no-
tions are aroused as Venus brush-
es by Neptune, which makes early 
April a good time for soothing mu-

sic, a romantic novel, or exploring 
other-worldly realms within your 
imagination.  

Blessings & curses
The Aries Sun trines Jupiter on 

the 10th, just as the giant planet be-
gins to retrograde, but still radiates 
uplifting energy until the 20th. Si-
multaneously, the Sun also squares 
Saturn and the Moon’s Nodes all 
month, which represents challenges, 
resistance, obstacles, and delays for 
the things we want to accomplish. 
Projects appear to be blocked or 
slowed, at least initially. The other 2 
planets that also go retrograde this 
month are Pluto on the 23rd and 
Saturn on the 28th, slowing their 
progress until they turn direct again 
in the fall and steam onwards to-
wards conjunction next January.

Full Moon—April 19 
This month’s Full Moon on the 

morning of April 19 will be intense, 
especially on the East Coast, where 
both the Sun and Moon T-square 
Pluto on the Midheaven. This as-
pect challenges us to let go of old 
patterns that no longer work. 

There may be a shift in focus 
around the 20th as the Sun enters 
Taurus, a hard-working practi-
cal sign, where it trines Jupiter, 
bringing good fortune to those who 
are sincere, while squaring Pluto, 
which can lead to the breakdowns. 
Things move forward only to be un-
done later. 

On the 22nd, the Moon opposes 
Mars, stirring up excitability, while 
making a T-square to Neptune. Be-
coming angry or aggravated could 
lead to accidents, so be self-aware. 

Sun conjunct Uranus
The biggest Astro event of the 

month occurs around the Full Moon 
when the Sun conjuncts Uranus in 

Taurus from ~April 19 to 30. This 
can stimulate innovative thinking, 
or rebellion, excitement or annoy-
ance. Uranus always brings change 
to spark your routine in unexpected 
ways but it too can lead to accidents 
if you are not alert, so pay attention. 

Neptune in Pisces
From the 23rd on, Neptune 

harmonizes with the Nodes and 
Saturn, when spiritual practice, 
good poetry, or listening to serious 
music is appropriate. Neptune also 
squares Mars, leading to doubt, dis-
appointment and consequences. On 
the positive side, Neptune/Mars is a 
good time to relax, meditate, or to 
study occult topics.

Mars opposes Jupiter    
By April 25 a hyper-active 

Mars opposes Jupiter.  For some 
this may be a lucky aspect, while 
others will experience conflict and 
foolish actions. If you act from self-
ishness, you’ll resent anything that 
restricts your freedom. But if you 
act from self-awareness, you can 
be successful because your timing 
is astute and you’ll understand the 
situation thoroughly.

Summary
This month’s energies are like 

a see-saw of up and down, progress 
and setback. First you’re in control 
and then you lose it entirely. You 
think you know what’s happening 
and then you’re not so sure. Things 
are moving right along and then 
there’s a log jam. It’s a jerky sort 
of energy this month with no clear 
theme except perhaps “reversal”. 
You can rise spiritually, or fall in 
disgrace. What you put into life is 
what you’ll get out of it, with conse-
quences as a side dish. Know that 
the choice is yours. The choice is al-
ways yours! 
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time. Offer applies to business accounts only. 2 APY=Annual Percentage Yield. 3 Minimum deposit 
of $5,000 required to open account. Restrictions apply, please ask for details. Membership 
qualifications apply. Federally insured by NCUA.

Hurry now, limited time offer! 
Call us at 800.555.6665 or visit aventa.com for details!

Now Here’s An Idea!

Betsi “Starr” Sites
Astrology & 

Astrocartography
505-470-9327

PO Box 364, 
Crestone, CO 81131

Starr Sightings
Betsi “Starr” Sites

505-470-9327

Astrology & 
Astrocartography

PO Box 364, 
Crestone, CO 81131

Betsi.Sites@gmail.comBetsi.Sites@gmail.com

Spring Firewood Sale!
* Primo Green Cottonwood *

• Long Burning     • Large chunks
Only $150 for a 1/2 cord - you haul

Call by April 1 256-0401

mailto:Betsi.Sites@gmail.com
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CBR Energy Group announces 
photovoltaic survey results

In the summer of 2018 Cres-
tone Baca Resiliency’s (CBR) En-
ergy Group put out a survey to 
determine local interest in photo-
voltaic (pv) power, the production 
of electricity from the sun, for peo-
ples’ residences. There were 77 re-
sponses, a healthy number for this 
community of approximately 2500 
people. This survey addressed only 
electricity-producing solar, not so-
lar hot water. Here are the ques-
tions and the responses:

1. Where is your property 
located?

Town of Crestone - 4; Baca 
Chalets - 55; Baca Grants - 15; Mof-
fat - 0; other - 3

2. Do you currently have 
photovoltaics?

Yes - 16; no - 60; no answer - 1
3. If you answered “yes”, 

what size system do you have?
Those who knew - 19; those 

who didn’t know - 7
4. Are you:
Grid-tied - 54; grid-tied with 

battery backup - 4; completely off-
grid - 10; no answer - 9

5. Are you interested in 
pv in the near future if it’s af-
fordable?

Yes - 63; no - 9; no answer - 5
6. If you answered yes, 

would you want:
Grid-tied - 14; grid-tied with 

battery backup - 21; completely 
off-grid - 15; an upgrade to existing 
grid-tied to include battery backup 
- 12; no answer - 15

At the end of the survey, re-
spondents could ask questions and 
make comments. There were a 

number of encouraging responses, 
like “Please send any future info 
related to this topic.” “Thanks for 
getting this going.” “Glad you’re 
doing this.” “I’d love to have it if I 
could afford it.” and “Thanks for all 
of your hard work.”

Respondents’ questions
What is photovoltaic? Pho-

tovoltaic energy is electricity pro-
duced from the sun by means of 
photovoltaic panels. You can see a 
whole field of pv panels on the west 
side of Hwy. 17 between Mosca and 
Hooper. Pv for individual residenc-
es is just a few panels on the ground 
near the house, or on the roof. This 
is not solar hot water, which is a 
completely separate system.

What is the difference be-
tween grid-tied and off-grid? 
Grid-tied systems are connected to 
the local utility; in Crestone Baca 
and other parts of the San Luis 
Valley, this is SLVREC. Excess elec-
tricity produced by the pv panels 
of a grid-tied SLVREC residential 
customer is purchased by the util-
ity and deducted from the custom-
er’s bill. This is the less expensive 
way to use your pv system, but if 
the electricity from SLVREC goes 
out, so does the electricity in your 
house. 

Off-grid is without a connec-
tion to SLVREC. If the utility-pro-
vided electricity goes out, you still 
have your power because you have 
stored it during the day in batter-
ies. This is a bigger up-front invest-
ment (in batteries, controller and 
inverter and a small room separate 
from living space to house these 
elements), but you won’t have any 
monthly utility bill.

What if you’re off-grid and 
there’s not enough sun? Your 
solar installer will be able to size 
your system (including batteries) 
to match your needs for 3-4 days of 
limited sun. You will need to keep 
an eye on your power level (on a 
readout installed inside the house) 
during a cloudy period and perhaps 
delay using equipment that uses a 
lot of power. It’s also useful, though 
not required, to have a gasoline- 
or propane-powered generator to 
charge batteries if they get low. We 
have so many sunny days here in 

the SLV that a generator is seldom 
needed.

Is wind energy an alterna-
tive? We certainly get wind in the 
SLV, especially in the spring, but 
it’s not as consistent as our sun-
shine. Sometimes people use wind 
power as an auxiliary power source 
to their pv system.

How can I find out more 
about this? Contact one of the 
solar providers advertising here. 
They will be glad to answer your 
questions.

I would be very interested 
in participating in a local com-
munity solar garden. The CBR 
Energy Group is talking to various 
entities about the possibility of es-
tablishing a solar garden. This is 
an installation larger than a resi-
dential pv system, where individu-
als who may not have the location 
or finances for their own system 
can invest. If you would like to par-
ticipate in such an effort, please 
send an email to woodmandesign@
fairpoint.net and you will be noti-

fied of meetings and interesting re-
newable-energy developments.

How can we get gray wa-
ter systems integrated into new 
building plans and major re-
models? That’s a good question, 
and you might want to join the 
CBR Water Group to pursue that. 
Send an email to janiewater4u@
gmail.com to get on their mailing 
list.

How can I get involved? 
The CBR Energy Group welcomes 
persons who are interested in at-
tending monthly meetings and 
working on one of our many pro-
jects, such as local preparedness 
for grid failure, establishment of a 
solar garden, educating local youth 
in pv installation, contacting with 
other policy/advocacy groups, es-
tablishing an energy audit system 
and supporting candidates for the 
SLVREC board of directors. If you 
are interested in pitching in, please 
contact Janet Woodman at wood-
mandesign@fairpoint.net.

            

Colorado College student enjoyed inspecting solar panels on a roof in Crestone as part 
of a tour presented by the Crestone Baca Resiliency Energy Group. This home gener-
ates all its electricity by solar panels.                                     photo by Jennifer Coombes

Laura Conchelos
NABCEP PV Installation Professional

Monte Vista, Colorado

603-733-7738
sandhillsolar@gmail.com

sandhillsolar.com

Solar Electric for the San Luis Valley

The Trouble Shooter
Master Builder with 44 years experience  

in all phases of construction & repair

David Burrill 719-588-6961
davidburrill11@gmail.com

Photovoltaic & Hot Water Solar  
Design & Installation

 

Construction Consultation & Design      Building Tools Rental

Agua Solar

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:wood-mandesign@fairpoint.net
mailto:wood-mandesign@fairpoint.net
mailto:sandhillsolar@gmail.com
mailto:davidburrill11@gmail.com
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The mystery of the stone huts
by Becky Donlan 
& Ken Frye
The mystery of the Crestone 

stone huts has still not been solved. 
Who built them? When? Why? Did 
Native American tribes build them? 
MesoAmericans? Miners, railroad 
workers, settlers? Were they built 
one hundred years ago, a thousand 
years ago? And for what purpose? 
Ceremonies, marking solstices, 
shelters, storage, cooking? As one 
of the  huts has a Winter Solstice 
Sunset alignment could they be 
somehow connected to a site across 
the valley which has a Winter Sol-
stice sunrise alignment? All ideas 
Native American Research and 
Preservation has been working on. 
We’ve brought in experts in their 
fields of studies and visited with 
Native Americans and locals as 
well as research groups from back 
East. Everyone has their opinion. 
Some have related Spiritual expe-
riences here. 

Researching all these ideas 
has been quite the journey. Our 
non-profit organization, Native 
American Research and Preser-
vation, Inc. has been researching 
many possibilities for more than a 
dozen years.

During June-August of 2010, 
archaeologist Adrian L. Niemetz 
with Pikes Peak Community Col-
lege, and a local historian did an 
archaeology assessment of the 
Crestone Stone Huts as well as the 
nearby old townsite of Lucky. Dur-
ing this work, two shards of Ute 
pottery and one shard of Taos ware 
were discovered. These finds could 

be used to support the idea that the 
huts are of Native construction.

An archaeoastronomer who 
visited the site found that one of 
the huts had its opening facing the 
Winter Solstice sunset. He also not-
ed they have some characteristics 
in common with similar structures 
found in New England. Two huts 
are very turtle shaped, and the 
smallest one seems to have its head 
intentionally modified to point in a 
direction of specific dates. He states 
that the sunset on Aug. 12 and Apr. 
30 occurs at the same point on the 
horizon. These dates are 260 days 
apart and form the basis of the 
260-day calendar which was/is ob-
served in Mesoamerica, New Eng-
land and the American Southwest 

(based on structures he has seen in 
the Cortez area). Aug. 13 is a time 
of ceremony in New England and 
has been since before the arrival of 
the Europeans and May 1 is New 
Year’s day. Aug. 13 is in our era the 
time of the peak of the Perseid me-
teor showers. These are believed 
to be deserving souls headed for 
Katauntowit’s house (possibly the 
black holes at the center of the gal-
axy).

Numerous stone chambers 
have been found in the eastern US. 
One, found in Fayette County, West 
Virginia, bears a striking resem-
blance to one of the Crestone huts. 
According to the Twelfth Annual 
Report of the Bureau of Ethnology, 
to the Secretary of the Smithsonian 
Institution 1890-1891, page 408, 
Fig. 290 “these, which have a tri-
angular cavity, were undoubtedly 
burial places.” 

Optically Stimulated Lumi-
nescence dating was done by the 
USGS Luminescence Dating Lab. 
Dates came in between 1860-1900, 
fitting them into the Historic Pe-
riod. If these dates are correct, it 
is unlikely the huts are connected 
with the railroad, as the track was 
laid at the far end of the range of 
construction dates for the huts, 
and as the Crestone line was such 
a small track, it is unlikely that 
workers would have built them to 
bake bread. We have seen stone 
ovens on many Pueblos, and the 
openings are made to accommodate 
a stone door to seal in the heat. 
The openings of these huts are not 
shaped for a door to be fitted. Nor 

has any type of stone been found 
that would have been a door.

However, this type of dating 
has its challenges in the San Luis 
Valley. High winds blowing fine 
sand/soil can compromise the accu-
racy of results. A different kind of 
dating, Surface Luminescence Dat-
ing, has shown to be more accurate. 
We learned about this through our 
work with the New England Antiq-
uities Research Assoc. (NEARA). 
We hope to have this done in the 
future.

David Johnson has investi-
gated Native American sacred and 
ceremonial landscapes in Peru, 
Chile, United States and Canada 
during the last twenty-two years, 
and his research documents have 

been accepted into Smithsonian In-
stitution’s national archives. After 
investigating the Crestone “stone 
huts”, Johnson concluded the fol-
lowing. Surrounding the “stone 
huts” are several stone features, 
for example, stone piles, crescent 
cairns/herraduras and short stone 
lines, which are characteristic of 
Native American ceremonial land-
scapes. Within the context of these 
sites, turtle cairns are frequently 
associated with them. The “huts” 
are shaped like turtles and tortois-
es, and while these have chambers, 
others may not. In addition to ana-
lyzing and comparing the physical 
characteristics of stone features to 
determine who constructed them, 
Johnson has associated their loca-
tion with areas of higher permea-
bility within the groundwater. Con-
sistently, Native American stone 
features are located along areas of 
higher permeability which connect 
them to one another. Johnson’s 
survey of the areas of higher per-
meability within the Crestone site 
indicated all the stone features are 
connected to one another by con-
centrated flows. Based on these 
criteria, the turtle cairns/“stone 
huts” were constructed by Native 
Americans. As for their sustaina-
bility, architect Mark Jones’ eval-
uation concluded, “As to stability, 
my observation is that because of 
the inherent structural stability of 
this building method, and because 
of the durability of the (stone) ma-
terial, these structures are stable 
(as long as not disturbed) and could 
have remained that way indefinite-
ly, as in thousands of years.”

Many theories abound as to 
uses over the years—for storage 
of different types of items such as 
hides, pinon nuts, even gold. Some 
think they could have been used as 
charcoal kilns, or bread ovens. A 
Ute man said these, as well as one 
in the mountains near Leadville, 
were built by the Ancient Ones. 
Other Native peoples have said not 
to go near them in the winter—that 
they were places of healing, or plac-
es to take the sick and dying.

But the original intent is still 
an enigma. Colorado College, Col-
orado Springs, will have a student 
doing thesis work on the huts, be-
ginning sometime in the spring. 
No excavations are planned. The 
student will begin by reviewing 
our work and meeting with us 
sometime in the near future. The 
historical documentary record and 
some spatial mapping of the larg-
er cultural landscape will also con-
tribute.  

Over the years, well meaning 
folks have rebuilt the top on the 
smallest hut. However, instead of 
helping, this in effect destroys the 
site. It makes it impossible to de-
termine what was originally there 
when tampering happens. The site 
is a recorded archaeological area, 
and falls under protection of Fed-
eral Resource Protection Laws. We 
ask all visitors to respect this and 
please do not add, remove, or move 
any stones. Please do not climb on 
the huts or go inside them. Besides 
damaging the huts, stones could 
be dislodged and collapse, not only 
ruining the hut and anything we 
could possibly learn in the future, 
but also severely injuring the per-
son. We greatly appreciate every-
one’s cooperation.

We want to make sure to hon-
or the memory of Adrian L. Niemetz 
and all the work he did here. We 
had met him at a conference and he 
was very excited to learn about the 
huts and to have an opportunity to 
be a part of our learning process. 
He was a very special person and 
it was an honor to know and work 
with him.

Anyone with questions, com-
ments, or ideas, especially on pres-
ervation and protection of this very 
special and important site, please 
feel free to contact us at:

Becky Donlan sacred-
stones@q.com 

Ken Frye kennruth@gojade.
org

Numerous stone chambers have been 
found in the eastern U.S. One, found in 
Fayette County, West Virginia, bears a 
striking resemblance to one of the Crest-
one huts. According to the Twelfth Annual 
Report of the Bureau of Ethnology to the 
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution 
1890-1891, page 408, Fig. 290 “these, 
which have a triangular cavity, were un-
doubtedly burial places.”

 One of the Crestone huts most similar to the one found in West Virginia.

Stone oven, with the stone slab door, at the Acoma Pueblo, New Mexico.                               

mailto:sacred-stones@q.com
mailto:sacred-stones@q.com
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
Steve Storm was facing a bit 

of a conundrum: how to choose be-
tween two versions of paradise? 
He’d just spent two summers build-
ing cabinetry inside a 54-foot wood-
en sailing schooner on the Maine 
coast. The craft was ready for life 
as a charter boat. After he sailed 
as part of the crew on her maid-
en voyage, the owner offered him 
the position of first mate. The job 
would mean living in a remodeled 
lighthouse on a small, rocky island 
off the coast. What could be more 
enticing for a young man in love 
with the outdoors?

“I was tempted,” Steve says. 
But four years earlier, before mov-
ing to Maine to attend College of 
the Atlantic—where he 
studied human ecology 
and literature and honed 
his woodworking skills—
he’d spent a year in Tel-
luride. He couldn’t shake 
the memory of epic back-
country ski runs down av-
alanche chutes and other 
equally extreme terrain. 
The lure of the ocean 
breeze was strong, but the 
high country’s call was 
stronger. He returned to 
the West and spent almost 
10 years living in and help-
ing restore a historic house 
and hydropower station 
at the top of iconic Bridal 
Veil Falls above Telluride, 
including one winter alone 
in a cabin beside a lake 
at 12,000 feet. He smiles. 
“There’s no explanation to 
what has happened in my life,” he 
says. “It’s been serendipitous in a 
magic way.”

Music first
Neither sailing nor backcoun-

try skiing were on Steve’s mind as 
a boy growing up on the rural edge 
of Baltimore. Music was. His sister 
taught him piano when he was 3; 
he learned ukulele at 4, banjo at 
8, and by 10 he was singing in a 
children’s chorus that traveled in-
ternationally and accompanied the 
Baltimore Opera. (His “soprano ca-
reer” was over by age 14.) At 12 he 
started playing French horn, which 
led to a scholarship at Interlochen 
Arts Academy in Interlochen, 
Michigan for his last two years of 
high school.

By graduation he’d decided 
he wasn’t made for competitive 
music—students were required to 
audition every two weeks to keep 
their chair—and he wasn’t inter-
ested in a symphonic career. He 
needed a more physical life. So he 
cleaned stalls on a Maryland horse 
farm for a year and in the spring 
of 1983 he saddled his motorcycle 
and headed west. In Arizona he 
met two fellow riders who invited 
him to join them in Telluride for 
the “classic 1980s ski bum life”—
$35 a month to sleep on a couch 
while living with four other people 
and three dogs. “It was absolute 
fun,” he says.

Close to heaven
After returning from his East 

Coast college and boat-building hi-
atus, Steve spent 17 years in Tellu-
ride. His solitary winter at 12,000 
feet was like living in the “throne 
room of the gods,” he says. Occasion-
ally he would ski to town and hike 
eight hours back up with a backpack 
of chocolate and cheese to comple-
ment the rice, beans, and carrots he 
cached in an old mine shaft. Before 
hydropower generation was restored 
at the historic mansion above Bridal 
Veil Falls, he spent two years using 
hundred-year-old hand tools doing 
finish carpentry in the house.

After the restoration was com-
plete, Steve continued to support 
his backcountry habits with carpen-
try while also doing informal mu-
sic gigs, mostly fingerpicking blues 
on guitar. Eventually, as life goes, 
marriage and a child brought an 
end to living in cabins, mine shafts, 
tree houses, tipis, and caves. A real 
house was required, and Steve and 
his wife Anikke and young son Tre-
vor moved to Ridgway. Just before 
the birth of their daughter Vivian 
in 1997, however, an event upend-
ed their world. With a split-second 
turn of the wheel so the drunk driv-
er’s car barreling into theirs might 
somewhat miss the passenger side, 
and his pregnant wife, Steve took 
the impact head-on. Speaking of 
his devastating injuries, he says, “I 
shouldn’t be here.”

The home scene
In 2000 Steve and his family 

found Crestone, which at the time 
was “on the radar among tree-hug-
gers and eco-warriors in Colorado 
as affordable.” A settlement from 
the crash allowed them to buy an 
acre in town, work here, and raise 
their kids. Although Anikke and 
Steve divorced several years ago, 
“we’re still friends,” he says. Over 
the years he made improvements 
to his house and built outbuildings, 
a greenhouse, a tree house high 
above the backyard arroyo, and a 
comfortable wooden yurt where 
he often sleeps at night. The scene 
will soon be quieter, with 23-year-
old Trevor and a buddy planning a 
move to North Carolina to manage 
a hemp farm on a former tobacco 
plantation. Vivian, 21, lives with 
her mother in Telluride.

For many years Steve and Tre-

vor played music together, primarily 
Celtic, often original arrangements 
of traditional tunes with Steve on 
guitar and his son on mandolin. A 
CD they completed on home record-
ing equipment will be released soon. 
Since living in Crestone Steve has 
also played solo, with a five-piece 
band, and in other configurations 
with some of the many musicians 
here. Along with carpentry work he 
makes time these days for his love 
of golf, since skiing is no longer an 
option after blowing a knee. One 
plan: to become certified as a pro-
fessional golf instructor through the 
Colorado PGA.

The best place
Although he doesn’t see him-

self leaving Crestone anytime soon, 
Steve’s options have become looser 
with Trevor moving away. Gazing 
out the yurt door and into an im-
agined future, he conjures a snip-
pet of dream. “Simple: It would 
involve golf, music, two palm trees 
and a hammock,” he says, smiling. 
“You can’t get anywhere if you don’t 
shoot for the stars.”

Yet some might say, and Steve 
would agree, that his life has al-
ready taken him into some stellar 
experiences. “I’ve been witness to 
this planet’s finest, from the effer-
vescence of a kayak paddle stroke 
through water, to the wintry sun-
rise at 14,000 feet. I’ve always been 
in absolute awe,” he says. “The re-
sult is not necessarily happiness; 
it’s just peace.” And that peace in-
cludes a deep and quiet trust in the 
serendipitous unfolding of life. Dip-
ping his fingers toward the ground, 
his eyes moistening, he adds, “It’s 
always . . . right . . . here.”

Gussie welcomes ideas for this 
ongoing series on Crestone area 
residents: gussie7@fairpoint.net, 
gussiefauntleroy.com.

Steve Storm:
Witness to nature’s magnificence

Who We Are

Creek surfing when Saguache County had a high water summer.

Steve spent two summers as an apprentice boat builder back in Maine.

Steve has played Celtic music for many 
years, often alongside his son, Trevor. 
 photo by Schuyler Fishman

The boat that Steve worked on as an ap-
prentice boat builder in Maine.

The historic mansion that Steve lived in and helped 
restore at the top of Bridal Veil Falls above Telluride.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:gussie7@fairpoint.net
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Atalanta Cooperative Garden 
looks forward to summer

by Joanna Dokson
The Atalanta Cooperative 

Garden has openings for both work-
ing and non-working members this 
year. Located on the north bank of 
Willow Creek, the garden is in its 
19h year on the Atalanta project 
land. The garden has been produc-
ing food for members, as well as the 
Food Bank and La Puente,  each 
summer with the help of working 
members. Only organic pesticides, 
herbicides or fertilizers are used in 
the garden. Our water is from our 
solar-powered well.

Part of our mission is to share 

the experience of growing food 
and healthy eating. We have been 
honored to have mothers and pre-
schoolers visit from Alamosa to 
help with the final harvests and a 
recipe exchange. Many of them had 
never tasted or seen some of the 
veggies in the garden. This year we 
are hosting an international group, 
the Human Force. We look forward 
spending time with these volun-
teers, learning from them, sharing 
the heritage of our valley, commu-
nity and our project and benefitting 
from their volunteer help.

A wide variety of veggies are 

grown each year from asparagus to 
potatoes, greens to tomatoes, peas 
and beans, peppers and radishes, 
carrots, garlic, onions, leeks, shal-
lots, parsnips, broccoli, cabbage, 
winter and summer squash and 
herbs. An orchard is being estab-
lished with apple, plum, and cherry 
trees and berry bushes.  Members 
may also purchase eggs and goat 
milk from Atalanta.

Members can sign up for 
half or full shares.  A full working 
share is $50 and a non-working 
share is $300. A full share is gen-
erally enough for a family of four or 
more. Share contents and amounts 
change and increase throughout 
the growing season. Last year’s 
harvest yielded 17 to 20 lbs per 
week during the height of the sea-
son. Non-working members have 
their shares delivered while work-
ing members take their share home 
after harvest each week. Working 
members help with planting, har-
vesting and maintaining the gar-
den which is watered by soaker and 
drip irrigation on timers. 

We are happy to share that for 
the second year, after submitting a 
proposal, the garden was chosen 
to participate in a crowd-funding 
effort sponsored by SeedMoney, 
a nonprofit offering financial and 
technical support to public food 
garden projects. We again raised 
enough money to fund some won-
derful improvements. The two-year 
improvements include table-height 
planting beds for those with diffi-
culty kneeling or bending, a new 
firm pathway suitable for chairs, 

stools or walkers, an improved so-
lar-powered water system and ex-
panded greenhouse areas. Thank 
you to everyone who donated!

 We are looking forward to 
another productive and fun year.  
Call or email Joanna for informa-
tion and to sign up: 719-256-6200, 
contact@atalanta.org. 

Garden Gators!
1-2 ft young alligators are available 

for summer rental for your garden to get rid 
of pesky rodents. 

Gators feed on mice, ground and 
rock squirrels as well as baby rabbits. You can protect your garden the natural way. 

Not recommended for homes with cats or small dogs.
Call April at Get-um Gators 719-256-fool 

The garden and greenhouse at Atalanta 
-- 

Bags of freshly picked produce are ready 
for distribution.

20 Years Experience Building 
       in the San Luis Valley 

Design-Build 
Construction & Renovation

(719) 239-4111
ShaneCaverly@gmail.com

Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured

Shane Caverly

Sustainable | Healthy | Energy Efficient
New Construction | Renovations 

Residential | Commercial

web | carriecaverly.wordpress.com
303.885.8665 | carriecaverly@gmail.com

Crestone Mountain 
Builders llc   

Architectural & Interior Design

Everything you need for your home and garden!
✿ Plants

✿ Veggies
✿ Annuals & Perennials

✿ Greenhouse Shade Cloth
✿ Much More!

711 State Avenue • Alamosa 589-6362
Mon-Sat 9am-5:30pm • Sun 10am-2pm • 7 days a week

 

SPRING IS HERE!

Green Spot 
Garden Center & Antiques

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:contact@atalanta.org
mailto:carriecaverly@gmail.com
mailto:ShaneCaverly@gmail.com


The Crestone Eagle • April, 2019 • Page B-9 

Campus and community members are encouraged to come “check it 
out.” The Adams State University Nielsen Library Seed Library opened 
on March 25 for the 2019 season, is geared towards the hobby gardener 
and provides all local seeds. These are proven growers for the unique 
growing climate of the SLV.

The library currently has 425 seed packets available for borrowing. 
You are not required to return the seeds, but are encouraged to harvest 
seeds that do well, and donate them back to the library during out annu-
al Community Seed Exchange, on the last Saturday in January.

For more information please contact Mary Walsh, Nielsen Library 
cataloging and acquisition librarian, at 719-587-7174 or mwalsh@ad-
ams.edu or visit libguides.adams.edu/seedtoseed.

Rio Grande National Forest firewood 
permits now available

57764 Hazard Avenue. 4 bedroom, 
2 bath home with over-sized 2-car 
garage and sunroom.  $152,000

512 E Mica. Comfortable 1 bedroom 
cabin in private town location. Full 

solar, well.  $144,000

20 N Baca Grant Way. Updated 2 
bedroom, 1 bath home, with studio 
and insulated garage.  $228,000

173 Verano Court
3 bed, 2 bath, on greenbelt, views, 

solar gain. Nice!  $93,000

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate • 116 S. Alder Street  Suite A, Box 356 Crestone, CO 81131

collaborating to build
a vibrant community

Vivia Lawson
Broker Owner

Sangre de Cristo
Real Estate

SangreD.com

41555 County Road T, Saguache
Fabulous off-grid home on 42 acres in 

Elk Mountain Springs. 2 bed, 1 1/2 bath. 

Spectacular views and setting! $259,000

View at www.SangreD.com.  

Scan the QR 
code for more 

information 
on this listing!

Desert Sage Restaurant
A Crestone Tradition is on the 
market for sale! Great history 
with established clientele and 
many possibilities! Call for 
details.  $495,000

3670 Enchanted Terrace. 
2 bed, 1 bath mountain retreat 

getaway. 4 acres secluded in the 
trees.  $285,000

NEW 

LISTING!

(719) 256-5800

75 Dragoon. Urban farm! 
Many sustainable/prepper features.  

Wonderful Chalet I spot. 300 SF office, 
greenhouses, gardens!  $350,000

UNDER CONTRACT!

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY!

Firewood permits for the 2019 calendar year are now available at all 
Rio Grande National Forest offices. The price of the permits is the same as 
previous years: $10 per cord with a two-cord minimum purchase required. 
Firewood gatherers are reminded the 2018 firewood permits are no longer 
valid.

Many forest roads are currently closed to wheeled vehicles. People 
driving open forest roads should have good snow tires on their vehicles, 
tire chains, extra food and water, warm clothes and let others know of their 
plans. Roads may be hard and frozen in the morning, and soft and muddy 
in the afternoon making travel difficult and damaging. Forest visitors are 
advised not to drive on the roads if they are muddy, as ruts left by the tires 
will channel melting snow creating gullies in the road bed.

The most up-to-date information about road closures and logging traf-
fic may be found in the Current Conditions section of the Rio Grande Na-
tional Forest website at www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande or call the Supervisor’s 
Office at 719-852-5941.

Seed to Seed Library at Nielsen Library 
opened March 25

Adams State University Nielson Library has over 400 seed packets avaliable for com-
munity members. photo by Jonah Bricker

Call us for ALL your  
building needs!

SHOP LOCALLY!
INSULATION
HARDWARE

PAINT
ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • poncha springs, CO 81242

1 Timothy 2:1-2

The VIRUS has
ARRIVED!

Are YOU Prepared to stay ALIVE?

Protect your Family and Property 
this Spring, and join a fun group of 
like-minding living folks for some 
Zombie-killing fun!
Call 719-256-0666 to join the team!

mailto:mwalsh@ad-ams.edu
mailto:mwalsh@ad-ams.edu
mailto:mwalsh@ad-ams.edu
http://www.fs.usda.gov/riogrande
http://www.SangreD.com
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ing of oil and isolate.” This stain-
less-steel work space was spotless, 
without even fingerprints. 

Here CBD oil is made and 
other substances are isolated from 
the oil as follows: The part of the 
plant used is the flower bud. These 
are dried and cured until moisture 
is 5% to 8%. The plants are then 
pulverized in a hammermill, and 
placed in a 220-micron fabric bag. 
The bags of hemp powder are then 
placed in an ethanol bath for half 
an hour, then filtered once, placed 
in a cryogenic freezer to -50°C, 
then filtered again. This winter-
ization process takes out the fats 
and waxy lipids that might spoil or 
allow fungus to grow. 

The remaining liquid is 
placed in large tanks and heated 
under vacuum. During this pro-
cess, the ethanol is evaporated and 
then condensed into other tanks, 
leaving a dark green crude. This 
crude then undergoes fraction-
al distillation. It is possible, with 
this process, to get very refined 
components, including a perfectly 
clear distillate. 

Although I did not speak to 
Jeff about it, their website says 
they will perform this refining pro-
cess for other growers. Currently, 
they hire 22 employees. Check out 
NationalHempExchange.com.

I wanted to know more about 
other local hemp producers, so I 
traveled to Del Norte to the San 
Luis Valley Hemp Company. An 
older Main Street building houses 
the sales room and the processing 
plant for their products, which in-
clude hemp seed and oil as well 
as CBD products. They primarily 
grow varieties bred for fiber and 
seed.

Shanan Wright and Monte 
Robertson are long-time valley 
farmers working circles instead of 
acres. I asked them my question: 
Is hemp a viable economic oppor-
tunity for valley farmers? Their 
answer is a qualified “Yes.” 

This is their company’s sixth 
year growing hemp, and Monte 
said hemp needs 60% less water 
than alfalfa and half as much as 
potatoes. However, financially, 
hemp returns $40 less per acre 
than high-grade alfalfa. He thinks 
hemp could be a good cash crop 
to use in a three-year rotation. 
Hemp has a deep root system, and 
if those roots are turned into the 
soil they add valuable minerals 
and humus. Hemp also needs few-
er chemicals during its growth cy-
cle, and no fungicides or pesticides 
are currently required. Monte said 
hemp has a “good self-protective 
mechanism and bees love it.”

Hemp for fiber is planted 
differently than hemp for CBD 
oil. Plants for CBD production 
are widely spaced to allow for a 
bushy plant with lots of terminal 
ends that form nice buds. Hemp 
for fiber is planted closely to en-
courage tall plants that provide 
long, strong fibers with a head to 
harvest for seed. This spacing also 
discourages weeds. 

However, tall, strong plants 
require special equipment. Irriga-
tion sprinklers have to be set very 
high to clear the tops of the plants, 
and farmers have to forego irrigat-
ing when the plants grow too tall. 
Hemp also requires special equip-

ment for planting seed and for cut-
ting the stalks and stripping them 
of leaves. Monte found an old seed-
er from the ‘60s that still accommo-
dates hemp seed, but farmers are 
having to adapt other equipment. 
Also, hemp’s tough stalks mean 
they are hard to cut with today’s 
equipment. Seeds are harvested 
with a machine that cuts the top 
two feet off the plant and thresh-
es the grain. The stalks are then 
mowed just above ground level to 
harvest the fiber from the stems, 
which often grow 10 to 16 ft. tall. 

After harvest, the seed is 
hulled and processed at SLV Hemp 
Company’s local processing plant. 
Currently they can process 1.5 tons 
per day. They are upgrading their 

equipment to handle 11 tons per 
day, at which time they will be able 
to buy seed from other growers to 
process into hulled seed and edible 
oil. Monte says, “We send contract-
ed CBD plant material to a Colo-
rado Springs Lab for processing. 
They also produce our CBD end 
products for us.” Hemp stalks are 
cut down, crimped and left to rot 
in the field, then baled. “Our fiber 
is sold to Bascore in Nebraska who 
makes textile grade material for 
Patagonia and Recreator clothing 
companies.” 

Another supporting industry 
is being developed by Formation Ag, 
previously known as Powerzone, 

Hemp in the San Luis Valley

continued on next page

continued from page B-1

A scene from National Hemp Exchange’s laboratory,

CBD HEMP PLANTS 
mothers & Clones

Plant nutrients  
for Farm & Garden

Farm & Garden  
Consulting 

www.BeyondOrganica.com

707.900.8064
info@BeyondOrganica.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.BeyondOrganica.com
mailto:info@BeyondOrganica.com
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It’s important to wildcraft 
(gather herbs in the wild) responsi-
bly and respectfully, which includes 
knowing where and where not to 
gather plants, how many to gath-
er, and how to equitably exchange 
with the plants.

When:  In general, plants’ 
parts are gathered when the plant’s 
energy is in that part. Leaves are 
gathered in the spring or summer 
when they’re still growing, flow-
ers when in bloom, seeds when 
ripe and/or dry, roots in the spring 
or fall when the plant’s energy is 
in the root, and bark also in the 
spring or fall.  To gather the bark 
of a tree, take one branch and strip 
the bark, rather than endanger the 
whole tree.

Where:  Avoid gathering with-
in 10 feet of a road (pollution), 
alongside a trail (dog pee), or in ar-
eas that have been sprayed. 

What:  With native plants, 
don’t take more than 10% of the 
stand (less if you can tell that 
someone else has already gath-
ered).  With non-natives (dandelion, 
mullein, thistle, etc.), or “invasive 
weeds” you can take more, but not 
more than 1/3 of the stand unless 
someone is trying to get rid of it!  Get 
to know the stands of plants in your 
area.  That way you will know if they 
are having a hard time (drought or 
bugs), are being overharvested, or 
are strong and healthy.

How:  Respecting and honor-
ing the plants:  In all Indigenous 
cultures, the principle of equitable 
exchange is used.  When something 
is taken from Nature, something 
is given back.  In this country, ei-
ther a pinch of tobacco or a pinch of 
cornmeal was offered to plants as a 
gesture of offering back in exchange 
for what is given.  A deeper, more 
meaningful exchange could be to 
plant seeds in the appropriate sea-
son, to tend that stand and help it to 
live long and prosper. It is custom-
ary also to ask permission from the 
plant to gather it. A yes can feel like 
an opening, a go ahead feeling.  A 
no feels like the energy is blocked.  
There can be many reasons for a no.  
That particular plant or the particu-
lar stand of plants may be having 
difficulty surviving. They may al-
ready have been overharvested.  It 
could be that that plant is needed by 
some animal for survival. 

Consider these things:  if 
you’re just learning about the 
herb, take a very small amount, it 
doesn’t take much to learn from; 
in a drought season don’t gath-

er plants at all, let them recover; 
plant herbs in your own garden for 
your own use; consider using an 
analog to threatened plants; gather 
barks from trees toppled by wind, 
gather herbs like usnea from the 
ground after winds; gather herbs 
from sites where a house is being 
built—they will be destroyed any-
way so take what you need.

Become a guardian of the 
herbs in your area. Get to know the 
stands and do what you can to keep 
them healthy. Notice if herbs are 
being overharvested—over-zealous 
wildcrafters may need to be educat-
ed. Consider the needs of the bears, 
deer, and other wildlife.

As climates change let’s help 
our medicinal herbs to thrive as 
much as possible!

Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 
herbalist and natural healer, also 
working with Plant Spirit Medi-
cine, Intuitive Energy Healing and 
‘The Journey’ cellular healing.  For 
an appointment call 719-937-7786 
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

a pump and equipment dealer out 
of Center. Since hemp requires 
a special machine to harvest 
it, Formation Ag has created 
equipment for the task. They are 
now marketing their new hemp 
harvesting equipment nationwide 
on their website. 

And finally, there is retail. I 
went to Elephant Cloud, Crestone 
Mercantile, and Crestone Creative 
Trade to see what hemp products 
are carried locally. Elephant Cloud 
has several food products made by 
some of the larger companies, pri-

marily in Canada. However, they 
also carry all the products from 
San Luis Valley Hemp Company, 
including their excellent hemp seed 
and hemp powder for incorporating 
into baked goods. Several brands of 
CBD oil are available in their back 
case. Lonnie’s shop (Crestone Cre-
ative Trade) has handmade one-of-
a-kind hats and bags made of hemp 
cloth. The backpack is a work of 
art. Check it out. 

The verdict? While the hemp 
industry is still in its infancy, it 
appears likely that it will be an 
economic boon to the SLV and is 
probably here to stay.

continued from previous page

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
Ethical wildcrafting

Osha growing in the wild. 

Quality service, reasonable pricing,
we’ve got you covered, mountain to shore

Mark McGinn
Installation of greenhouses,  

covers & retractables

markmountainshore@yahoo.com
(Cell) 303.619.4650

Jeff Cox and Austin Buckingham in their lab at National Hemp Exchange..

http://www.rootsofhealing.com
mailto:markmountainshore@yahoo.com
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by Suzanne McGregor
We look forward to the 

month of April for many delight-
ful reasons! Help us celebrate 
National Library Week, April 
7-13, by making use of your li-
brary, one of the most valuable 
resources available to our com-
munity members.  For those 
of you who have not had the 
opportunity to visit us, please 
come check us out.  In addition 
to many good books, videos, pe-
riodicals and reference materi-

als, we have a public computer 
area with WiFi access and offer 
printing, faxing, copying and 
laminating services.  As we 
belong to a union catalog, we 
work with 110 other libraries 
in Colorado and can access over 
1.5 million items that are avail-
able for you to select and have 
sent here.

Another celebration in 
April is  National Volunteer 
Week, also April 7-13.  This spe-
cial week was created by Pres-
idential Proclamation in 1974 
to give communities an oppor-
tunity to thank the volunteers 
across the country who keep 
many organizations running, 
communities safe and brighter 
and provide the services that 
otherwise would not exist with-
out their help.  Volunteers are an 
essential part of a smooth-run-
ning library, and we depend on 

and value the individuals who 
contribute their time and en-
ergy to enhancing our library.  
We give many thanks to our 
Library District Board of Trus-
tees, Friends of the Library, pa-
trons who help with bake sales 
and fundraisers, and commu-
nity members who help at the 
front desk, make donations of 
all kinds, shovel our walks in 
the winter (thank you, Dudley 
Pace!), and fix things that are 
broken—thank you all! 

And another event this 
month—celebrating Earth Day 
on Monday, April 22.  It is im-
portant for the future custodi-
ans of our planet to be intro-
duced to its wonders at an early 
age—and here in Crestone, 
these wonders are right outside 
our front doors!  Earth Day was 
created in 1970, and now more 
than 192 countries celebrate it 

each year.  To help plan your 
celebration, please ask about 
our books and activities that 
relate to this special day.  We 
will have books and other ma-
terials relating to Earth Day on 
display in the front room.

The Friends of the Baca 
Grande Library (FOL) will be 
holding their annual Spring 
Bake Sale on Wednesday, April 
17 from 9:30-3:30 in the park-
ing lot across the street from 
Aventa Credit Union in front of 
Mystic Rose Cafe.  They would 
be very grateful for any contri-
butions to the bake sale table! 
There will be a sign-up sheet 
for donations of goodies at the 
front desk in the library.  Sweet, 
savory, anything you want to 
bring!

Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-4pm.         

3528 Enchanted $188,500 2BD 
1BA. Call for seller carry terms 
on this charming 1 level starter, 
retirement or B&B property with 
stunning mountain views. Large 
storage shed, close to paved rd.  

609 Panorama Way $333,000 
3BD 2BA. Enter this home & 
feel the quality of craftsman-
ship. Living room has views 
that that will keep you sitting on 
the couch with your book & tea. 

269 Springdale Tr $750,000 
4BD 3.5BA. Spacious open floor 
plan, greenhouse, 2 car garage, 
horse stall, cottage w/European 
wood stove, sauna & soaking 
tub. Completely off-grid.  

1401 Badger Rd. $330,000 
Fantastic site, screened porch, 
contemporary 2BD 2BA home 
with sunroom. Detached gar-
age/workshop. Home & garage 
on 3consolidated lots.  

 

610 Panorama Way $249,000 
This contemporary home will 
impress you for the price 
range. Many upgrades availa-
ble from this flexible builder to 
make this your dream home.  

22606 Co Rd 55, Moffat 
$250,000 3 BD, 2BA horse 
property with 40 fenced acres & 
a large, partially built cinderblock 
garage. Ideal location near 
Crestone & Saguache.  

Niamh  Kelly-Weston 
Broker Associate 

 719.480.5347 
 

Se Habla Español 

187 W. Silver. $475,000 Prime 
location in the center of Little 
Pearl Park. Currently Restau-
rant, Brewery 2 hotel rooms & 
Penthouse. Long term lease in 
place.  

Shirley Motz 
Broker/Owner  
719.937.1691 

 
Top 1000 2013 Trends Journal 

 

3537 Camino Del Rey $279,000  
New construction. Contemporary 
style. Choice of colors, upgrades 
etc. Stunning mtn. views. On 
paved rd, close to Temples & 
Retreat Centers. 

2 5 9  M o o n l i g h t  W a y . 
$260,000  Situated high up in 
Chalet 1, just off paved road. 
Open airy floor plan & modern 
kitchen. Choose your colors & 
many upgrades. 

1307 Moonlight Way. $228,000. 
Choice of colors &  options on 
this contemporary model on a 
lot near the creek and green-
belt. Upgrades and options 
available. Call for more details.  

REDUCED 

187 560 Grand Ave, Del Norte 
$485,000 Rare opportunity! Live 
in a beautiful Penthouse & run  
successful B&B units & rentals. 
Downstairs antique store could 
be multi use.  

BIG REDUCTION & SELLER FINANCING AVAILABLE! $124,900 

19507 CO RD 59, Moffat 81125.  Amazing opportunity to purchase this very secluded, off grid, small A frame type home started, with new greenhouse, storage container &      
Artesian well with undivided 100% interest in well. eCONNEX - 9' wide x 40' length container. GREENHOUSE - 20' wide x 84' length x 10' height (dug 4' down).                             

A-FRAME - 24' x 24' (4' above ground) home, partially finished. 108' well with 3 solar panels and grundfos pump installed.  

44915 CO Rd L, Center  
$50,000.Excellent location just 
off Highway 285 & close to the 
town of Center & Saguache. 
Domestic Well & electric.  
Partially built house structure 
on the property & root cellar.  

2744 Easy Way. $197,500. 
Sits high up on the street for 
optimum views. Nicely seclud-
ed, yet close to town. Nice 
wrap around porch Sits high up 
on street for optimum views. 

365 Camino De Oro $146,600 
2BD 1BA. Affordable living in the 
growing town of Crestone. HOA 
of $394. includes snow plowing 
to driveway, road maintenance, 
tennis, golf, parks, library, lots of 
nice hiking trails.  

169 Verano Court $158,600 2BD 
1BA. Great room floor plan, 
vaulted ceilings, low mainte-
nance exterior & tremendous mtn 
views. This small home feels 
bigger than its actual square 
footage. 

69 Diablo Ct $99,700 3BD 2BA. 
New home in quiet location, 
walking distance to golf, library, 
tennis courts. Just a few minutes 
to town. Secluded cul-de-sac.  

000 HWY 17, Hooper $150,000.    
300 acres in high profile location 
right in front of Great Sand 
Dunes Hot Springs Resort on 2 
paved rds. Only 20 mins to 
Alamosa. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
Yes, it’s officially spring! It’s 

been a fairly wet winter and our 
perennial plants are happy and 
eager to respond to the longer 
days and warmer nights. It’s a 
good time to clean up the garden 
debris from last season and get 
ready for the new year. This in-
cludes feeding our soils, putting 
in or improving our irrigation 

systems, and considering what 
plants we might want to add to 
our perennial garden. Two plants 
I am often asked about are aspar-
agus and rhubarb, two perennials 
that do well in our climate and 
provide an early harvest while 
other plants are just getting go-
ing.

Rhubarb is a natural for 
our area. It likes cold and snow, 

comes up in a hurry to pro-
vide rhubarb pie and crisp, 
is easy to care for, lasts a 
long time, doesn’t spread 
very far from its original 
plant, and doesn’t require 
protection from deer, as 
its tartness is not tasty to 
deer. It can even be an at-
tractive landscape plant.

Old fashioned Victo-
ria rhubarb tends to have 
more green in the stems 
than newer varieties. 
More red-stemmed varie-
ties, such as Canada Red 
or Crimson Red, usually 
have larger, redder stems 
that make the pie more at-
tractive. They may also be 
slightly sweeter, as well, 
but rhubarb is tart and 
usually requires sweeten-
er to make it palatable.

You can either buy roots to 
plant in the spring, or get a start 
from another plant. You can also 
start plants from seeds, but it 
takes much longer to reach a us-
able size. Most rhubarb plants 
will expand their central plant 
by adding new shoots around 
the edges. These can be severed 
from the mother plant by making 
a vertical cut with a sharp knife 
or trowel down through the root. 
Try not to break it off close to the 
surface, but try to get at least a 
6-inch long section of root. This 
can be planted into a large pot in 
good garden soil and watered fre-
quently until it forms good roots, 
then planted into the garden.

Rhubarb likes a rich, moist 
soil, so feed it well with compost 
or rotted manure. If it gets plen-
ty of good food and water it will 
reward you with thick stalks and 
delicious pies. Every spring, give 
it a good side-dressing of compost 
or manure 2 or 3 inches deep. 
Mulch on top of that to keep the 
soil moist and discourage weeds. 

It usually takes about three 
years to build up a good root sys-
tem that will yield stems for pies. 
Never cut all the stems from any 
one root shoot. Instead, take one 
stem from each shoot so there will 
be plenty of leaves to keep each 
root cluster strong and healthy. 

Once it is established, rhu-
barb will send up buds that be-
come large bushy flower stalks. 
They can be attractive, but if left 
to mature they will take ener-
gy from the plant that could go 
to make stalks. I usually cut the 
flower stalks. 

Asparagus is a plant that, 
once planted and tended reason-
ably well, will reward you with 
early spring vegetables for up to 
50 years. You can buy asparagus 
roots from a nursery or catalog, 
and they will come bare root in 
groups of 10 roots. I have also 
seen some plants sold in pots at 
nurseries. 

Mary Washington is the 
old-fashioned variety, and will 
grow fine. However, the stalks 
may not be quite as large as the 
newer varieties or hybrids. Jersey 
Supreme, Jersey Knight and Mil-
lennium are three commonly sold 
hybrids. You may see them listed 
as “all-male”. Male plants often 
grow thicker spears and do not 
have seeds so won’t spread into 
unwanted places.

To plant, first select a good 
location where they will have 
room to grow large, tall tops and 
will receive plenty of sunlight. 
Against a fence or south-facing 
wall is a good choice. Unlike rhu-
barb, deer do like asparagus, so 
plan accordingly.  

Asparagus are also heavy 
feeders. The recommended way 
to plant young plants is to dig a 
trench about a foot deep and wide. 
Put about three inches of compost 
or aged manure in the bottom, 
along with other soil amendments 
such as bone meal, kelp meal, a 
little sulfur-lime with iron, and 
stir to mix the amendments to-
gether about half and half with 
the soil.  Arrange the baby as-
paragus plants with their little 
spears pointing up and spread 
the roots horizontally around the 
tips. Don’t try to make them go 
down or they may break off. Care-

fully cover each plant’s roots with 
about two inches of soil and pat 
it down. It is okay to completely 
cover the spears. Plant your 10 
plants about one and one-half 
to two feet apart in the row, and 
if you have more than one row, 
make the rows about three or four 
feet apart.

When you are finished plant-
ing, your plants will be at the bot-
tom of a rather deep trench with 
about 8 inches still uncovered. 

This is good. As the plant grows 
in strength, you will add compost 
and soil to the trench, usually 
over a three-year period. During 
that time, you should not pick 
the spears in the spring, but let 
the plant gather energy to grow. 
Every spring, add more compost 
and mulch well to keep the roots 
moist. In the fourth and fifth 
years you can pick a few spears. 
By the sixth year, you should be 
able to pick as many as you like. 
However, always leave at least 
two spears per plant to grow and 
make tall stalks and beautiful 
fine leaves. Allow them to die nat-
urally so their energy can go back 
into the plants to feed the roots.

Asparagus needs a yearly 
dose of organic nutrients and re-
newed mulch and plenty of water. 
Aside from this they will not need 
much attention, except to keep 
grass and weeds from taking over. 
They will reward you for years to 
come with tasty early spring veg-
etables.

GardenGuru
Two great perennials

Salida Greenhouse
Est. 1895 

· Non-GMO with
labeling

· Organic Soils &
Fertilizers

· Benefi cial Insect Use
· Garden Art &

Sculptures

· Perennials
· Annuals
· Shrubs & Trees
· Vegetable Starts
· Hanging Baskets
· Color Bowls
· Deck Planters
· Lawn Care

1025 D Street, Salida  •  539-4433
salidagreenhouse.com

Salida Greenhouse
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· Non-GMO with
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· Benefi cial Insect Use
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· Vegetable Starts
· Hanging Baskets
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1025 D Street, Salida  •  539-4433
salidagreenhouse.comFollow us on Facebook @ Salida Greenhouse Inc. 

or www.salidagreenhouse.com

Asparagus.

Rhubarb.

http://www.salidagreenhouse.com
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by Kizzen Laki
Will I make it? Will I make it? 

Maybe, maybe, watch that front 
bumper, watch that fence post, 
swing wide then turn hard, roll up 
on the dirt bank a bit and then yes, 
all the way around and facing out. 
Whew.

I was an official 1980 US 
Cenus taker in the back country of 
Chaffee County, Colorado.  I was 
also still living in a cluster of old 
cabins in Chalk Creek Canyon and 
this was a nice, full-time job that 
was going to be my ticket towards 
taking my children and leaving my 
no-good husband.

I was also driving an old 
brown Rambler which had an obvi-
ously  bashed-in driver’s door that 
did not open and had no reverse 
gear. Tires weren’t that great ei-
ther and I often slithered down 
muddy roads.

My territory went from Pon-
cha Springs west on Highway 50 
to the top of Monarch Pass. It also 
went north on 24/285 to Nathrop 
where it then again went west all 
the way to St. Elmo. No one was 
living there full time, as Pete An-
derson had long moved on. All of 
Chalk Creek, including my own 
cabin, and the old town of Alpine 
was on the list. My territory also 
included a wedge from Poncha to 
the Salida city limits and then 
back out on 191 to Hwys 24/285. 
All mine. Hundreds of square 
miles of mostly county dirt roads 
during a muddy spring. 

This was a time when Chaffee 
County had not yet been discoverd. 
There weren’t any subdivisions on 
the mesas or in the hills. Most of 
the territory was ranchland lead-
ing up to the national forest. Or 
summer homes and old family 
cabins along the creeks. Small ski 
homes at Maysville and Monarch.

I had a map with dots for 
maybe houses. My job was to check 
them out, record any new ones, see 
who lived there and fill out the cen-
sus forms for each one. Short form 
or the more intrustive long form?  
The sign on the long driveway 
says “keep out”, then “no tress-
passing”. Short form if you please.   
Only ever had one person refuse, 
old man Hill of the Hill Ranch. If 
you’re from Nathrop, you know 
who I mean. His pack of dogs sur-
rounded my car ready to tear apart 
anyone who stepped out. Not me. 
He’s one for my superiors. 

I tried to look “official” with 
my name badge and clipboard. 

But as I pulled in with the beat-
up Rambler covered in mud with a 
bashed in door and sliding out the 
passenger side, I was often looked 
at with great suspicion. Most ex-
pected that I was lost. Sometimes 
I was. Some people invited me in 
for coffee or cookies, surprised to 
have a visitor. I was grateful to use 
a bathroom. When I met a friendly 
soul, we did the long form.

I heard all about how to fix a 
transmission.  And yep, I was sure 
it wasn’t the clutch. Go ahead and 
give it a try. “Yep, it’s the tranny, 
not worth fixing though.”

Thankfully most ranches 
had enough room for me to swing 
around without having to back up. 
But a couple of times I had to get 
pushed around. Usually people 
were very glad to help.  But one 
rough middle-aged woman wasn’t 
all that happy to see someone from 
the “government” on her property 
asking questions, and was more 
unhappy when she then had to 
help me get turned around.  At 
least she was strong.

Twice when no one was home 
and I was pretty much stuck in 
front of a house I had to push my-
self around—reach through the 
open window, crank the wheel then 
PUSH. Rest then push again. Af-
ter that a couple of times I looked 
down the driveway, said “no way” 
and cheated and just marked my 
form “no one home”. I figured since 
this was “government work” that 
it was okay.

All sorts of people live down 
those rural dirt tracks. At one 
placed I stopped along Squaw 
Creek, an elderly woman in a 
nightgown came running out. 
She was all frazzled and asking 
me to take her away. She said 
she was being held and wanted 
to go to Pueblo. She was desper-
ate to leave and mostly incoher-
ent. Should I load her up and 
quick drive away?  She tried the 
driver’s door and couldn’t get in. 
What was going on? Her daughter 
came out and yelled at her moth-
er to get back in the house. Her 
husband came out and yelled and 
swore. They filled out the short 
form just to get rid of me.  “Don’t 
mind her,” they said, “she’s crazy.” 
I reported this all to my supervisor 
who said she would call the Sher-
iff. I hope they hauled the woman 
off to Pueblo.

I finally earned enough mon-
ey to get the engine rebuilt on my 
trusty 1963 VW Bug.  It was easier 

to get around in for sure.  But I 
still looked kinda strange driving 
up in an orange and black bug 
with painted spots and eyelashes 
painted around the headlights. 
Much friendlier looking, though, 
than a smashed Rambler.

Mostly this was a job I great-
ly enjoyed and most people were 
downhome country friendly. I got 
to drive down every single road 
in that part of the county—all 
the way up to the National For-
est.  Found beautiful ranches and 
homesteads tucked away along 
the Arkansas River bottomland. 
Or old cabins up in the ponderosa 
forest. I heard stories from people 
glad to have a visitor. I was even 
fed lunch.

One old gentleman on a 
ranch outside of Salida up on the 
mesa invited me in, and with a 
twinkle in his eye offered me a 
shot of Jack Daniels. That was dif-
ferent from the usual coffee and 
cookies. I looked at the clock, said 
“what the hell,” decided to call 
it a day and settled in for a shot 
and stories. He went way back on 
that land. No longer ran cattle, 

and his kids had moved away. He 
told me about old Salida and the 
Italian bricklayers who built the 
downtown and when the railroad 
ran and the smelter used to belch 
smoke into the valley.  I’m sure his 
small ranch is now covered with 
expensive homes, but back then it 
was meadows and willows, irriga-
tion ditches, old sheds and an old 
man drinking Jack.

The landscape has greatly 
changed in nearly 40 years. People 
are filling every nook and cranny. 
Lots of the hay meadows are gone. 
New homes are everywhere, some 
surrounding old ranch houses and 
barns that have been left sitting 
only on an acre. 

I’m glad I got to see it back 
then—open and still a little wild. 
In a way, it’s how I’ll always see 
it. 

In the 1970’s Kizzen lived 
with her family and other assort-
ed young folk in a cluster of old 
cabins up Chalk Creek Canyon.  
They chopped wood and hauled 
water.  This is a story from those 
days.

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

Chalk Creek Canyon and beaver ponds circa 1970s.

Mountain Mamas  
    Tell Tall Tales

Chalk Creek Stories
The Census Taker

Everyone wants to be seen.
So, put your loved ones in 

the spotlight and in 
The Crestone Eagle

They don’t have to be famous, 
you just need to call/email us.

(719) 256-4956
ads@crestoneeagle.com

Their Name 
Here

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
mailto:ads@crestoneeagle.com
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My toilet seat
by Tomas deMers 
The day of the hashtag shop-

per is coming: go into a store, scan 
the UPC of each product with your 
phone, approve the total amount, 
press pay, go home. An hour later 
all your goods, shrink-wrapped and 
pasted with a smiley face, are deliv-
ered to your door by driverless car. 

Hello! The age of the (ro) bot 
is here. 

Shoplifters beware. Flashing 
red lights and a pair of handcuffs 
drop out of the ceiling. Soon you are 
sitting in stocks at the front of the 
store as neighbors walk past cluck-
ing like moral chickens. Remember, 
these are “smart” devices, and you 
are not one of them. Use too many 
squares of TP, and they slap your 
hand.

 Which brings us to the busi-
ness of my new toilet seat. My old 
one was so rickety that folks feared 
going off the port side onto the floor. 
But the new one had a problem: the 
lid wouldn’t close. I took the matter 
to my girlfriend, Alexa. She’s my 
love bot. She may be yours as well. 
Bots share their love freely and at 
low cost. Alexa turned her nose up 
at it. “Where did you get that old 
thing, the free box?” 

“No way!” (at the ReStore 

but didn’t tell her). “What’s wrong 
with it?” Alexa launched into an 
explanation of a “smart seat,” an 
item unknown to me: a seat and 
lid that gently close themselves, 
without that slam bang as you flee 
the fearful flush and run out of the 
bathroom. Being a woman, she pre-
ferred the seat down so this was a 
good thing. Progress, right? 

“I don’t understand humans,” 
she said. “Why won’t you let us 
help you?” I should say that Alexa 
belongs to a species called “smart 
speakers.” I think she wanted more 
of her kind in the house. 

Pretty cool, an innovation in 
bathroom behavior that frees us 
from endless hours lowering seat 
and lid to make the commode pre-
sentable. Progress for sure. Just 
imagine “smart world:” bots vacu-
uming the floor, driving your car, 
sweeping your chimney. And bots 
buying more bots because they like 
each other. We could lie in bed as 
bots brought us coffee and choco-
lates and precooked meals. But then 
I saw myself getting flaccid and fat, 
bots turning me so I wouldn’t get 
bed sores. I saw myself as dumber 
than my dumbest smart bot, and 
the bots voting to replace me with a 
smart version of myself. I’d be living 
in Botswana for sure.

All that I might live with, but 
the thought that Alexa might fall 
for some window bot, some cute 
whippersnapper with a squee-
gee?  That could not be solved by 
replugging. That was too much. 
I’ve bought a traditional toilet seat. 
I’m joining the bot resistance. Bang 
those lids! Slam those seats! Stay 
safe in Crestone. 

Don’t move to Botsylvania!

by Peter Anderson

Deep calls to deep 
End-of-day drive west of Gunnison, a perfect round sun behind the 

sky’s memory of wind and sand. See the truck, small as a toy out at 
peninsula’s end, and farther out, the man, only a dark speck at the far 
edge of lake-rim thaw. Has he heard how the ice broke up yesterday and 
stranded two fishermen from Denver? Does he listen now for the first 
hint of fracture, or is he lost in the depths where his silver spinner flick-
ers past the big browns so lean and slow this time of year? Maybe it will 
draw them from their torpor, they will give chase, and he will feel again 
the pulse he cannot see, which passes as fast as his own, just enough 
to invite another cast, and another, into the last light . . . this man out 
fishing on the edge of the ice. 

    one hand clapping

The initial inconvenience of a forced detour off of T road transformed into an opportunity 
to experience the rural scenery along a back road in Saguache County. 
 photo by Kate Steichen

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

Buy 3 Get 1 Free 
 on Aspen touring tires & 

Mesa A/P 2
4-2 through 4-21

    

$50 Instant savings on Cooper GIs 
touring tires and Nitto Crosstek 2 

tires - set of 4

‘Dispatch from the Edge’
is sponsored by

Carol & David Lee

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

RAD CONSTRUCTION
RON DUNBAR

Custom Fine Home Building
Remodels Additions Tiny Houses

rndunbar@gmail.com
(719) 256-5342     (415) 446-8980

licensed since 1990  #584333

mailto:sdossenback@gmail.com
mailto:rndunbar@gmail.com
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When dinosaurs ruled the earth, 
Pterosaurs rule the air. Unlike dinosaurs, 
which were hot blooded mammals, 
pterosaurs were cold blooded reptiles 
with wings. There were other differences 
too. Dinosaurs had three toes and walked 

upright like modern day birds. Ptero-
saurs had splayed legs like crocodiles and 
webbed feet. However, like birds, they 

had hollow bones which allowed them 
to fly.

The smallest of  the pterosaurs were 
the anurognathids which were barely big-
ger than a butterfly. Like bats, they were 
nocturnal or crepuscular, meaning they 
only came out at night or at dusk.

The largest were the Quetzacoatlus, 
named after the fabled serpent god Quet-
zacoatl. They weighed in at around 550 
lbs., about the size of  an adult alligator, 
and had a wingspan of  52 ft. To help 
visualize that, the Boeing 777 aircraft has 
a wingspan of  60 ft.

Most pterosaurs ate fish, although 
some may have eaten insects or small 
animals. Like seagulls, they flew over the 
water and snapped up fish in their jaws. 

One pterosaur fossil had the broken 
tooth of  a spinosaurus embedded in it. 
The predator became the prey!

Dinosauria
Winged Reptiles

What do you call a bunny with a large brain?
An egghead.
Why didn’t the bunny hop? 
No bunny knows.
Where does a bunny go if  you give it a 
pair of  socks? 
A sock hop.
What do you get when you cross a rabbit 
with an oyster? 
The oyster bunny.
What day does an Easter Egg hate the 
most? 
Fry-days.
What kind of  bunny can’t hop? 
A chocolate one!
Why was the Easter Bunny so upset? 

He was having a bad hare day!
What is the Easter Bunny’s favorite 
sport? 
Basket-ball, of  course!
Why do we paint Easter eggs? 
Because it’s too hard to wallpaper them!
What did the rabbit say to the carrot? 
It’s been nice gnawing you!
Why did the Easter Bunny cross the road? 
Because the chicken had his eggs!
What does a bunny rabbit do in the rain? 
Get wet!
What do you call an Easter Egg from 
Outer space? 
An Egg-stra-terrestrial!
How many chocolate bunnies can you 
put into an empty Easter basket? 
Only one- after that, it’s not empty!
A man wanted an Easter pet for his 
daughter. He looked at a baby chick and 
a baby duck. He decided to buy the baby 
chick. Do you know why? 
The baby chick was a little cheeper! (cheaper)
How does the Easter Bunny travel? 
By hare-plane. 
What will the Easter Bunny be doing 
after Easter? 
One to three for breaking and entering.
What do you call a bunny hopping back-
wards?
A receding hare line.

place page number in this box

FAV Fonts

KoohinorDevangari
Koohinor Bangla
Bertram Let

Find 10 Differences

Connect the Dots

Answer

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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THEME: EUROPE 101

ACROSS
1. Wise man
5. Recipe amt.
8. *Overseas flyer’s fatigue
11. Like traditional storytelling
12. Jasmine or university in 
Houston
13. In an unfriendly manner
15. Log splitter
16. Dashing style
17. Best of the crop
18. *European Union capital
20. Charged particles
21. *Like Pigalle or De Wallen?
22. Genetic stuff
23. Jewish village
26. Between a walk and a trot
30. Formula One ride
31. Even though
34. Itty-bitty bit
35. Full of pep
37. *Artifact from Ancient Greece, 
e.g.
38. Stir fry
39. Eye part
40. *Eurosceptic’s decision
42. Salon product
43. Ernst to Young
45. Those who chronicle
47. #20 Across, sing.
48. The City of a Thousand 
Minarets
50. Chip and Joanna Gaines’ 
hometown
52. *High speed carrier
55. Tibetan priests
56. Small cave
57. Seed coat
59. Skirt shape
60. Theories
61. Human parasites
62. *Like many European 
structures
63. *Black or Ligurian, e.g.
64. Japanese vodka

DOWN
1. Soccer ____
2. Oman man
3. Wild ox of India
4. Treat badly
5. *Like many roofs in old Spain
6. Like reptile’s skin
7. Montblanc and such
8. Right to a property
9. “Sad to say...”
10. Fitness venue
12. Bring to consignment store
13. Cake layer
14. *Part of former Yugoslavia
19. Caterpillar hairs
22. i topper
23. *Bluebill duck in Europe
24. Middle Eastern sesame treat
25. Judge, e.g.
26. Put a hex on
27. *Paris’ Moulin ____
28. Weasel’s aquatic cousin
29. Chinese weight units
32. Dog nemesis
33. Before, archaic
36. *____ City, the smallest 
country
38. Astrologer’s concern, pl.
40. *London’s Big ___
41. Stupid ones
44. Pirate’s necklace
46. Bottom lines
48. Witch’s spell
49. Something in the air
50. *Cold War divide
51. In the middle of
52. Knight’s breastplate
53. *La Scala sound
54. *American tour guide
55. Pathet ____
58. “Fantasy Island” prop

by Ish
1/ The Truth:  
Korean, 20 episodes. A man steals another man’s 

identity when he dies and lives a fake life for 20 years 
until it begins to unravel.

2/ Mermaid: (2000)  
This film is based on the true story of a little girl trying to come to 

terms with the death of her father via sending him a note tied to a bal-
loon. The balloon’s finder contacts the child and is the basis to this family 
drama. Ellen Burstyn.

3/ Thanks for Sharing: (2012)  
An interesting romcom that has a serious side throughout, that is 

sex addiction. Great cast shows the struggles they go through while try-
ing to live up to their commitments. We’ve got Tim Robbins as the spon-
sor for Mark Ruffalo, who meets and dates Gwyneth Paltrow and Pink 
does a great job in her role, along with Josh Gad and Carol Kane.

4/ The Only Living Boy in NY: (2017)  
Great movie, great story, acting and actors. A young college gradu-

ate (Callum Turner) moves out of his parents’ (Pierce Brosnan and Cyn-
thia Nixon) apartment and rents one in the Lower East Side, NYC. He 
befriends his alcoholic neighbor (Jeff Bridges), from whom he seeks ad-
vice, which unfolds great lines and humor. His world begins to shift when 
he discovers his father is having an affair with a very seductive younger 
woman (Kate Beckinsale). In his attempt to break up the relationship, 
he winds up sleeping with his father’s mistress, which is the catalyst for 
great change in what he thinks he knows about himself and his family.

5/ The Beguiled: (2017)  
Another stand-out film by Sofia Coppola. A period piece during 

our Civil War (1864) has a matriarch still conducting a remote board-
ing school for Young Ladies deep in the Spanish moss area of Virginia. 
Plot thickens when a young student finds a wounded Union deserter on 
the verge of death. The headmistress decides to take him in and thus 
begins the disruption of their quiet lives. The soldier begins to arouse a 
sexual tension as they compete for his charming ways. Stars: Colin Far-
rell, Nicole Kidman, Kirsten Dunst, Elle Fanning.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations
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Public Notices
Veterans Assistance Grant

The Saguache County Veterans Service 
Office has limited grant funds to assist 
with rent, utilities, food and gas. Contact 
Jim Sheeran at 719-655-2680 or at 
jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov for 
more information.

Houses & Property for Sale
Land in grants

24 acres in the grants. 5 Lots not 
consolidated, 2 of them Creek lots, 
Stunning 360* views. Privacy and retreat. 
$126,500. 719-256-5439 daylight hours.

PREMIUM BUILDING LOTS  
FOR SALE

CH I: 1480-81, 1537, 1554, & 1848-49. CH 
II: 4083, & 4200. Grants 1210 720-480-
2066

House for Sale by Owner
New Construction, $167,500. 2 bedroom, 
2 bath. 3737 Jubilant Way, Crestone, 
Co. 81131. Call 561-452-2792 or email 
affordablezbox@yahoo.com. Photos at 
https://tinyurl.com/yby76kc2

Services
Window Washing

Friendly professional window washing 
services available.  Call Alexander 970-
306-5100

General Services
Trustworthy, Reliable, Reasonable Rates. 
Wood splitting, spring cleaning, indoor/
outdoor maintenance, house/pet sitting, 
painting, small/odd jobs. Many local work 
and personal references available! Call Phil 
at (424) 229-0341 or email phurrle1@
gmail.com

Veterans’ Benefits
County Veteran Service Officer does 
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at 
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn 
about your benefits.

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop 
in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call 
Dennis 256-4110

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.
com

r

Shawn Wadelton L.L.C. Owner/Operator
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

The finest selection of pre-owned cars, trucks, 
SUV’s, and mini-vans in the region. 

And don’t forget our excellent 
service department!

Contact Sam Johnson (719) 221-2453
or John Dodgen (719) 221-0326

7420 W. U.S. Hwy 50 Salida CO 81201

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov
mailto:affordablezbox@yahoo.com
https://tinyurl.com/yby76kc2
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com


Detailed House Cleaning, 
Organization & Painting

Available for work. I hold a strong work 
ethic, have common sense, do my best, am 
punctual, honest, trustworthy, competent, 
intelligent, diligent, detail-oriented. 
kristikohaver@gmail.com  719-429-2774

Houses for Rent
Exceptionally Furn. 1BR/1BA 

Retreat House
A Cook’s kitchen, views from every room, 
beautifully furnished, W/D, Wood stove, 
wifi, Landscaped w water feature, Pics: 
madamebwolfe.wixsite.com/rentals 505-
728-0244 $1500/mo $135/nt $850/wk + 
Pet/cleaning fees

Stunning Views,  
Stunningly Furn. Home

2/BR 2BA, views from every window, 
wifi, envy of the “hood curb appeal”, pet 
friendly. Pics: madamebwolfe.wixsite.com/
rentals.  505-728-0244 avail. Feb 1 $1800/
mo, $900/wk, $175/nt +pet/cleaning fees

Exceptional Serene Strawbale 
Home

3BR/2BA + studio. Stunning views. 
Exquisitely crafted, natural finishes, solar, 
energy efficient, radiant heat. Must see. 
No smoking. $1850/month heat + water 
included. 303-709-3377  http://www.
facebook.com/TheCrestoneDreamHouse

Affordable!  Tiny Home for rent
Cute & cozy tiny house - kitchen, bath, 
sleeps 4 in 2 separate lofts.  Composting 
toilet (bucket).  $3,000/month.  Email: 
April411@yoohoo.com

New New New
New home, enrgy efficient ETS & base 
boards, 3 BD, 2 BA 1428 sq ft, spacious 
open layout, oak floors, with spectacular 
mountain views. washer dryer. Master 
suite with walkin in closet. $1,350 First, 

Last, Deposit plus utilities & lease. Call 
Seva Home Mgmt. 719 937 4226.

Spectacular Views
Spectaular views 1,100 sq ft Dome, 1 bed 
/1 bath. Gourmet appliances & fixtures, 
custom copper counter tops & built ins 
in bed room. Washer dryer Pine floors & 
tile,propane fire place + loft $975, 1st, 
Last, Security with lease+Util. Seva Home 
Mgt 719-937-4226

View Views Views
Contemporary Newer home, amazing 
location, modern kitchen & bathrooms, 
Granite counters tops, bamboos 
floors with tile in bathrooms. Wood 
burning stove & ets + Solar. Washer & 
dryer 1, 359 sq ft 2 beds/ 2 baths / 2 
porches & balcony $1,350. Seva Home 
Management 719-937-4226

Help Wanted
Child Care/Elderly Care  

Urgently Needed
This will be a part time, live-out position 

from Monday to Saturday. The position 
includes set of twins age 4 and my 
grandmother with light house cleaning, 
Must be humble and able to interact with 
children, speak english, and non smoker. 
Weekly pay $800. Anyone interested should 
reach Mrs Florence at florencesisco445@
gmail.com.

Misc. for Sale
Interior Doors for Sale

Shaker-style, knotty pine, arched top, two-
panel and V-groove. 6 Doors. Contact Gary 
at 719-937 7685.

Community Services
Custom knit sweaters  

for hedgehogs
Multiple sizes available. Made with local 
fibers. 256-4956

Free
Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-18

Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District
       P.O. Box 520 | 57 Baca Grant Way S.  
               Crestone, CO 81131-0520 

 

t: 719-256-4310 |  f: 719-256-4309 | www.bacawater.com | info@bacawater.com
Office hours: 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM. Monday - Friday

NOTICE OF VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OF THE 
BACA GRANDE WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT

TO FILL VACANCY BY APPOINTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY given that a vacancy exists for the Office of Director of the Baca Grande 
Water and Sanitation District (the “District”). An eligible elector of the District will be appointed 
by the Board of Directors (the “Board”) to serve until they or their successor is elected at the 
next regular special district election in May 2020.

An eligible elector of the District is registered to vote in Colorado and:
1. A resident of the District; or
2. The owner (or spouse/civil union partner of owner) of taxable real or personal property 

situated within the boundaries of the District; or
3. A person who is obligated to pay taxes under a contract to purchase taxable property 

within the District.

The Board is accepting Letters of Interest from eligible electors of the District wanting to be 
considered for the appointment by the Board to the Office of Director. The Letter of Interest 
must include the following information:

1. Name of eligible elector as it appears in her/his voter registration record;
2. Address of residence, or address of qualifying property if not a resident of the District

and spouse’s name, if property is in spouse’s name;
3. Phone number;
4. Email address;
5. Reason(s) for interest in serving as a Director; and
6. Details of experience, training, education, and/or background that would bring value to 

the Board.

Letters of interest and/or resumes should be personally delivered or mailed so that they are 
received at the District office no later than 4:30 PM, May 6, 2019 to be considered for this 
vacancy.

The Letter of Interest may be mailed, emailed, or delivered to:
Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District
PO Box 520 – 57 Baca Grant Way S
Crestone, Colorado 81331
info@bacawater.com

Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District
by JoAnn Slivka, District Manager
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
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you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom suites
with individual bathrooms

Fully furnished kitchens
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Dear EarthTalk: I’ve heard 
that China and other nations 
have gone gangbusters with 
reforestation projects that are 
ambitious enough to have a sig-
nificant impact on cutting car-
bon emissions. Why aren’t we 
also doing this here in the U.S.? 
 —Mickie Infurcia, Hamden, CT

A recent Boston University 
(BU) study tracking satellite data 
of vegetation coverage found that 
the world is indeed getting greener 
overall, largely thanks to an ambi-
tious reforestation program under-
way in China.

“China alone accounts for 25 
percent of the global net increase 
in leaf area with only 6.6 percent of 
global vegetated area,” says lead re-
searcher Chi Chen of BU’s Depart-
ment of Earth and Environment. 
“This is equal to the net greening 
in the three largest countries, Rus-
sia, the United States and Canada, 
that together hold 31 percent of the 
global vegetated area.”

China’s reforestation efforts 
date back to the 1970s when the 
government started requiring every 
citizen over age 11 to plant at least 
three saplings every year to aug-
ment official government-backed re-
forestation projects. The result has 
been the planting of some 66 billion 
trees across some 12,000 miles of 
Northern China over the last few 
decades, with the so-called “Great 
Green Wall of China” expected to 
snake along some 2,800 continuous 
miles by 2050.

China isn’t the only country 
hell-bent on reforestation. Paki-
stan embarked on its Billion Tree 
Tsunami campaign in 2014 and is 
well on its way of achieving its goal 
of restoring healthy forests to some 
350,000 hectares of degraded land. 
Meanwhile, Australia’s “20 Million 
Trees Program” aims to re-establish 
green corridors and urban forests 
across the country while mitigat-
ing climate impacts by facilitating 
the planting of 20 million trees by 

2020. Another major reforestation 
effort with global impact is happen-
ing in Brazil, where the non-profit 
Conservation International is help-
ing restore 30,000 of the hardest hit 
hectares across the so-called “arc of 
deforestation” in the Amazon rain-
forest as a key part of that country’s 
Paris climate agreement goal of 
reforesting 12 million hectares by 
2030.

Here in the U.S., our forebears 
chopped down practically every tree 
they could until around 1920, but 
then we started to regain some of 
the lost tree cover over the next 40 
years as abandoned farms reverted 
back to forest. Since then, we are 
barely net positive in forest cover as 
tree planting campaigns by the U.S. 
Forest Service and the non-profit 
Arbor Day Foundation have made 
up for losses from development and 
logging. That said, increased refor-
estation is not a major part of Amer-
ican efforts to meet climate mitiga-
tion targets given more practical 
ways we can achieve quicker overall 
emissions reductions.

Beyond the U.S., though, there 
is still lots of “low-hanging fruit” 
around the world in the form of 
other areas that would be good can-
didates for reforestation. The non-
profit World Resources Institute 
(WRI) maintains the Atlas of Forest 
& Landscape Restoration Opportu-
nities, which includes global overlay 
maps on current forest coverage, 
potential forest coverage, forest con-
dition and human pressure on for-
est landscapes. According to WRI, 
upwards of two billion hectares of 
degraded or logged over forest lands 
around the world are ripe for resto-
ration work if only we can muster 
the political will to make it happen.

CONTACTS: Chi Chen, sites.
bu.edu/cliveg/people/doctoral-stu-
dents/chi-chen/; EarthTalk’s “What 
Is The Great Green Wall of China?” 
earthtalk.org/green-wall-china/; 
Australia’s 20 Million Trees Pro-
gram, nrm.gov.au/national/20-mil-
lion-trees; Arbor Day Foundation, 
arborday.org; WRI’s Atlas of Forest 
& Landscape Restoration Opportu-
nities, wri.org/applications/maps/
flr-atlas.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. To do-
nate, visit www.earthtalk.org. Send 
questions to: question@earthtalk.
org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
February 21 to March 20

Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip (includes melted 
snow): 2.21”
Snow: 13.9”
Measurable liquid precipitation 
fell on 8 days.
Measurable snow fell on 8 days.
A trace of snow fell on 4 days.
Measurable rain fell on 2 days.
A trace of rain fell on 2 days
No thunderstorms or hail oc-
curred.
Total precipitation year to 
date:
Since Jan 1: 3.55”
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 36.3”
Snow Season*: 56.7”
*Snow season runs from July 1 to 
June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 49.8°F on March 17
Low temp: 0.7°F on February 24 
Avg. high: 42.4°F 
Avg. low: 19.5°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 50°: 2
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or below 40°: 19
Number of days with the low tem-
perature at or below 32°: All 31
Number of days with the low tem-
perature at or below 10°: 4
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 3.0 mph  
Highest gust: 40 mph on March 8

Main direction: Out of the east at 
night, out of the south southwest 
during the day.

Weather summary:  
Temperatures were around 

normal while precipitation was 
well above normal. 

The first trace of rain in 2019 
was seen early, on March 2, with 
the first measurable rain of the 
year also falling early, on March 
11, be it only .01 of an inch. March 
2 was the first day of 2019 where 
the temperature stayed above 
freezing for the entire 24 hour 
period, and that was the first day 
since October 24, 2018 that we 
didn’t see freezing temperatures 
occur.

There were a few record pre-
cipitation records set, too. On Feb-
ruary 19, a new record for the date 
was seen when 6 inches of snow 
fell, breaking the old mark of 5 
inches, set back in 1991. Then on 
March 12 and 13, two more daily 
precip records were broken when 
1.32” of rain and mainly snow fell, 
shattering the old record for that 
date of 0.18”, which had been set 
in 1999. Then on the next day, an-
other 0.21” came down, breaking 
the old record for the day of 0.06” 
set in 2008. 

Outlook for April:
April is our fourth wet-

test month of the year, with 1.22 
inches of precipitation falling on 
average, along with 10.5 inches of 
snow accumulating on the ground. 
The most precipitation to ever fall 
in April was 3.41 inches in 1990, 
with the most snow ever in the 
month took place in 2009 when 
47.3 inchers accumulated.

Temperature wise we see 
nice mild temps overall on aver-
age, with the highs and lows in 
the first week of the month be-
ing 52° and 24° , and then warm-
ing up to 61° and 31° by the last 
week of April. The warmest it’s 
ever been in the month was 80° in 
2000, with the coldest reading be-
ing 6°, set first in 1983 and then 
again in 1997.

The 30 day outlook from the 
NWS is calling for near normal 
temps along with slightly above 
average precipitation.

Note: For current Crestone weath-
er conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.
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China, Australia, Pakistan, Brazil and other countries have undertaken massive reforesta-
tion campaigns, but the United States? Not so much. Credit: Garrat, FlickrCC.
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