
Customers & Town of Crestone file complaint 
with PUC on electric company rate restructure

Annie Pace et al V. San Luis 
Valley Rural Electric Co-op
On June 4, Annie Pace and 29 

others from Crestone, Baca, and 
beyond filed a formal complaint 
with the Colorado Public UtilitIes 
Commission (PUC).  The com-
plaint against the San Luis Valley 
Rural Electric Company names 
several injustices and violations 
of statute, targeting the effect on 
all residential customers in the re-
gion.  The most significant points 
in the filing they make are:

• lack of forewarning, trans-
parency and due notice regarding 
rate restructure

• an unjust and unfair de-
mand charge placed on residential 
customers

• unjust and punitive charges 
placed on solar-producing custom-
ers, thus discouraging clean energy 
production in direct opposition to 
Colorado state goals

• unmanageable rate increase 
for low/fixed income customers in 
our region

Some of the remedies sug-
gested in the filing are: a refund of 
demand charges paid to date and 
a moratorium on future demand 
charges until the cost of service 
study is made available and ac-
countability is shown to residential 
solar producers.

SLVREC was served the com-
plaint on June 5, and has until 
June 26 to respond (their response 
will be too late for Eagle publica-
tion this issue). The schedule for 
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Kaboom! Community builds beautiful 
new playground in Crestone Creekside Park

by Gwynn Busby, 
Treasurer, Town of Crestone
June 8 was the best day ever! 

Volunteers from our community 
came together with the Town of 
Crestone, Colorado Health Foun-
dation, and KaBoom to transform 
an empty site into a kid-designed, 
state-of-the-art playground in just 
6 hours at Creekside Park.  Our 
new playground will help make 
play the easy choice for our youth 
and their families; play matters!

Crestone’s playground equip-
ment was removed due to rotting 
wood and lack of safety require-
ments for our youth. A search for 
grants led the town to the Colo-
rado Health Foundation and Ka-
Boom. While their grant provided 
the equipment and guidance, the 
Town had to provide the volun-
teers.  Back in March the first De-
sign Teams were formed and met 
with KaBoom project leader, Katri-
na Biranga from Washington, D. C.   

The youth Design Team drew pic-
tures of their dream playground, 
the adult team after looking at the 
youth drawings chose the equip-
ment.  Later KaBoom sent three 
playground designs and the youth 
voted for their favorite! 

And then the work began!  
The Town Public Works Coordina-
tor, Andrew Martinez, and Assis-
tant, Gretchen Nelson, jumped into 
action preparing Creekside Park.  

continued on page 10

The community celebrated as Crestone mayor, Kairina Danforth, cut the ribbon to our brand new Kaboom! playground after over 100 locals contributed their time, efforts and laugh-
ter to this endeavor on June 6. Gwynn Busby, 2nd from left, was the persistent key person to get the Kaboom grant and pull this project together.                         photo by Lori Nagel
                     To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

Astronomy at the Great Sand Dunes.  
See our special feature on dark skies 
on page B-1.  photo by Patrick Myers



Survive & thrive
Dear Editor,
Once again the generous 

spirit of our community shone at 
the Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
(NHN) annual yard sale Saturday, 
June 1, held at the Town Hall Park 
off Galena Ave. in Crestone. NHN 
Board members and volunteers set 
up the sale and put donations into 
the correct departments. Shoppers 
enjoyed their wandering through 
the eclectic array of merchandise 
and lay their donations down gen-
erously! NHN cashiers totaled up 
sales that helped greatly to recoup 
funds that were spent over the long, 
cold winter.

It seems although we are a 
much larger population then we 
were when NHN began almost a 
quarter century ago, we continue 
to have one another’s backs in the 
event of a crisis. Thank you so much 
each and everyone of you, for your 
support and caring. Together we 
continue to survive and thrive!

In gratitude, 
Mary Lowers

When you flip a switch 
Dear Friends,
When Americans flip a switch 

in our homes we expect the lights 
to go on, . . . famously said a defiant 
George Bush, Sr. a few decades ago. 
These days, however, the battle 
for energy freedom has moved far, 
far upstream from concerns about 
light switches at home.

Recently I attended an 
SLVREC monthly Board meeting, 
for the first time at the invitation 
of Wade Lockhart, and the recent 
REC Annual membership gath-
ering in Alamosa. At both these 
meetings, well attended by Cres-
tone residents, I learned a lot about 
how and why our energy bills are 
suddenly doubling and tripling as 
the new electric “rate design” takes 
effect. (See the spring newsletter at 
wildearthguardians.org for the big 
upstream picture.)

We are now seeing a strange 
new “demand charge” in multiples 
of $7.59 that could add up to high 
costs for roasting a chicken in your 
electric oven, or even higher costs 
for enjoying a shower with your 
“modern” electric-fired tankless 
water heater.

People are confused and an-
gry. What is a demand charge, and 
why are they doing this to us “coop” 
members? Good question!

To help answer it we have 
formed a “study group” to educate 
ourselves about the entrenched ob-
stacles to true community energy 
freedom. We also wish to help ed-
ucate others about the several as-
pects of the complicated changes in 
our electrical energy environment. 
How is it related to the planetary 
climate crisis, and what actions can 
we take to understand and create a 
new energy-conscious world in our 
community?

The new Colorado Public Util-
ities Commission (PUC) recently 

asserted jurisdiction over Tri-State, 
SLVREC’s wholesale provider. Tri-
State unfairly limits the spread of 
locally produced renewable (solar) 
energy to only 5% of our coop’s total 
energy purchases. What!?

Our new study group em-
braces the twin tools of change: 
self-education along with personal 
action to listen, speak and be heard 
as members of our rural electrical 
coop. We plan to organize a local 
“teach-in” and a free solar clinic so 
community members will have ac-
cess to questions and answers. A 
new era of energy freedom is dawn-
ing on us in the face of much old-
school resistance.

Stay tuned, form study 
groups, attend SLVREC board 
meetings, talk personally with 
neighbors, friends and strangers 
about the unfolding energy situa-
tion that affects all in dollars and 
cents as well as common sense.        

Paul Shippee

Read your electric 
meters carefully

Dear Editor,
I just got off the phone with 

SLVREC customer service. I chose 
not to continue to have them come 
read my electric meter monthly at 
a cost of $10/month and let them 
install their new “smart” meter on 
May 28 and was, at that time, in-
structed in how to read the data 
from the meter. At 11pm on may 31 
I went out and confirmed the maxi-
mum demand between May 28 and 
31 was 1020 watts. My question to 
customer service was why my bill 
for May indicated a maximum de-
mand of 4360 watts for which they 
charged me $33. After a long wait he 
got back to me and said my reading 
of 1020 watts maximum demand 
was indeed correct and that they 
did not know where the 4340 num-
ber came from and they would have 
to research it to see if it happened 
to other people. I am still waiting 
to hear back from them. A word of 
warning: it is clear to me that these 
folks do not know what they are do-
ing. My suggestion for those who 
have these new “smart” meters is 
that you take a time-stamped pho-
to of the maximum demand in KW 
close to midnight of the last day of 
each month for comparison with the 
KW value upon which you are billed 
for that month. That will give you 
the proof you need if you have to go 
through this with REC as I have 
done.

Bill Miller
  

Food Bank helps folks 
like you & me 

Dear Editor,
You’re a senior on fixed in-

come. You’ve worked hard all your 
life, bought a home and saved for 
retirement. But those savings are 
running short and you find your-
self struggling to make ends meet. 
Everything costs more, and you’re 
forced to choose between paying the 
electric bill or buying groceries this 
month. You’re not alone. The same 
is true for the single parent who’s 
just lost her job, or the working folks 
earning minimum wage, or for most 
anyone who has an unanticipated 
medical emergency in the family. 

The Crestone Food Bank can 

help.  Anyone who has trouble put-
ting adequate food on the table is 
eligible for assistance.  You can 
fill out an application during reg-
ular Food Bank hours, 2 to 4pm 
every Wednesday, at our new loca-
tion, 191 E. Galena, next door to 
the Merc. You will be required to 
provide a local address, plus the 
names and ages of each member 
of your household, and you will be 
allowed to visit 12 times per year. 
To better accommodate working 
folks, the Food Bank hopes to open 
one Saturday per month, beginning 
later this summer.  

Thanks to a wonderful team 
of volunteers, plans also are un-
der way to provide delivery service 
each Wednesday to those who are 
homebound or unable to drive to 
the Food Bank. 

A member of the Food Bank 
Network of the San Luis Valley, 
the Crestone Food Bank operates 
under the umbrella of La Puente.  
We are extremely grateful for the 
donations we receive from local 
merchants, spiritual centers, and 
individuals, as well as the ongo-
ing support we receive from the 
Saguache County Commissioners. 
Donations may be dropped off be-
tween 1 and 4pm on Wednesdays, 
or by arrangement.  Fresh produce 
is especially appreciated. 

For more information, please 
call 719-539-7740.  Leave a mes-
sage and your call will be returned 
promptly during business hours.

Marge Hoglin

Historic documentary 
underway  
& you can help!

Dear Editor,
There is a rich, deep history 

that exists within the town of Cres-
tone. There are folks here whose 
parents were born here in the early 
1900s, or who came here in covered 
wagons when they were small chil-
dren. There is one old guy who used 
to ride a horse to school every morn-
ing in the 1940s and light the wood 
stove before class. These stories are 
of unparalleled significance to how 
we develop as a community, remem-
bering those who came before us 
and laid the groundwork for where 
and how we live in this beautiful 
place. This is beyond spirituality 
and eco-tourism and retreats. This 
is the human history of here, and 
it is so precious, and deserves to be 
recorded.

To that end, we are in process 
of creating high quality audio and 
video footage to serve two purposes. 
First is to archive it in the Crestone 
Museum for all to have access to. 
Second is to create a series of short 
episodes to share with the wider 
community to inspire laughter, ed-
ucation, and a point of reference for 
all of us who come here to live. 

This project is not for making 
money, and will be a gift to the com-
munity at large and to the families 
of some of our local old timers.

However, cost of production is 
a factor, and I am asking for help 
from any one interested who might 
be able to donate $5, $50, or more to 
assist in offsetting the cost. If you are 
willing to help, please contact me at 
719-256-4889, or adam@blueearth-
design.com, for more details.

—Adam Kinney
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Editor’s Notes
A call to action

When we learned of the mil-
lions of people killed, starved and 
tortured in Nazi concentration 
camps we asked “Why did the de-
cent German people allow it?”. They 
had to know—seeing their neighbors 
rounded up and taken away, hearing 
of concentration camps. How is it 
that good people did nothing?

And here we are. Children 
by the thousands taken from their 
parents at our southern border. 
BABIES. TODDLERS. With phone 
numbers of their parents on wrist-
bands, but no one calling the par-
ents who are frantic with worry. 

Small children are unneces-
sarily being locked up, sleeping on 
concrete, infants with dirty diapers 
and lice not getting bathed or prop-
erty fed or cared for when there are 
moms and dads, aunts and uncles 
and grandparents  looking for them. 
They are being deeply traumatised 
and mistreated. This is a horrible 
crime against children and families 
being done by OUR government

This is being done for political 
gain because Trump wants his wall 
and he’s holding kids hostage.

And we know this.
Why are we Americans not out 

in the streets of our capitols protest-
ing by the millions?

Why? I have a job, a home, 
responsibilities. I will call my con-
gressman. I will post on Facebook. 
Maybe someone will show up.

I am so appalled and disgust-
ed. Not just with the GOP who is 
backing these policies, but with the 
millions of us that are not screaming 
STOP!

History will judge us badly, as 
it should. As the world is already do-
ing for our cruelty and hypocrisy.

Posted now on the Eagle Face-
book page (www.facebook.com/crest-
oneeagle) is a directory of the Con-
gressional Commitee on Homeland 
Security you can call to protest.

As we celebrate Independence 
Day this July 4, please remember 
our country’s true values—and our 
love and care of ALL children. 

Raise your voice.
This is a call to action.
—Kizzen
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Moffat boy who fell into a well nearly 
drowns, rescued by Emergency Services 
& Saguache Sheriff’s Office

by Mary Lowers
According to the Saguache 

County Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO) 
a four-year-old Moffat boy al-
most died after falling twelve 
feet down a twelve-inch pipe into 
an old well. The 911 call came in 
about 12:30pm on Friday, June 
21 and SCSO and emergency 
responders were quickly on the 
scene. It took about an hour to 
extricate the scared toddler from 
the well.

The child who had been up 
to his chin in water was fully 
submerged a couple of times dur-
ing the rescue operation. Accord-
ing to Sheriff Dan Warrick. “CPR 
was given and repeated until the 
boy was breathing on his own.” 
The boy was transported to the 
SLC Regional Medical Center 

in Alamosa and was later flown 
to an eastern slope hospital for 
treatment. As we go to press it 
looks as though the four-year-old 
will be ok.

In this case the well in 
question was covered, but over 
time the cover had rotted. The 
sheriff reminds people to check 
and make sure if you have work-
ing or abandoned wells on your 
property to make sure they are 
covered for safety. 

Dan Warrick and the Sa-
guache County Sheriff ’s Office 
thanks the Northern Saguache 
Ambulance, emergency medi-
cal staff, Crestone, Moffat, Villa 
Grove, and Mosca/ Hooper Vol-
unteer Fire Departments and 
the Colorado State Patrol for 
their help with this incident.

Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
As the summer begins to sizzle in the valley, the Saguache County 

Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO) continues to round up those who seem to think 
they can hide out from the consequences of their criminal actions. A 
Center man, 28, was jailed with  $250 bail for failure to appear. A Moffat 
man, 48, went to jail on two fugitive from justice charges and a failure to 
appear charge. His bail was set at $3,130.  A twenty-year-old man from 
Center had $1,259 bail listed for charges of contempt of court and fugi-
tive from justice. A warrant out of Adams County landed a Northglenn 
man, 60, in jail on fugitive from justice charges with a bail of $1,500 
listed. 

A Baca man, 38, was released from the County jail for time served 
for failure to appear charges. A Saguache man, 38, was jailed on two fu-
gitive from justice charges with no bail amount listed. A $4000 bail kept 
a Center man, 37, in jail on two failure to appear charges and one charge 
for violation of a restraining order. A Moffat man, 24, was charged with 
resisting arrest when deputies went to bring him in on a failure to ap-
pear charge. His bail was listed at $500. A bail amount of $4000 held 
a Center man, 36, in jail on two failure to appear charges, harassment 
charges, abuse of phone service, criminal mischief, and domestic vio-
lence charges.

It never pays to argue with the judge or to flat out refuse to coop-
erate. A Center man, 31, bonded out of jail on June 19 for contempt of 
court charges with $500 cash.  A Salida man, 50, faced contempt of court 
charges. He bonded out June 20, on a $20,000 personal recognizance 
(PR) bond.  A Hooper man, 55, bonded out of jail with a $10,000 PR bond 
on charges of domestic violence, second degree assault, and menacing.

There were a few tickets issued in the Baca this past month for 
careless driving. A ticket for fictitious plates was recorded. Speeding vi-
olations are climbing to their seasonal high and the mosquitoes are out. 
Saw Sheriff Dan on his Harley and in his leathers at the Crestone play-
ground built in early June . . . look out here’s summer!

Conservation groups challenge 
Forest Service again over approval 
of Village at Wolf Creek

Conservation groups filed a 
lawsuit May 28 seeking to invali-
date the Rio Grande National For-
est’s approval of the massive Vil-
lage at Wolf Creek development by 
providing expanded access across 
National Forest System lands to a 
private parcel created by a contro-
versial 1980s land exchange. The 
recent Forest Service decision was 
based on the same environmental 
analysis a federal court deemed 
“an artful dodge” and decidedly 
ruled was arbitrary, capricious, 
and contrary to law in 2017.

A Colorado federal district 
court set aside the Forest Service’s 
approval of a land exchange to fa-
cilitate the development in May 
2017. “What NEPA (National En-
vironmental Policy Act) requires 
is that before taking any major 
action a federal agency must stop 
and take a careful look to deter-
mine the environmental impacts 
of that decision, and listen to the 
public before taking action. The 
Forest Service failed to do that,” 
the decision stated.

Not only is the Forest Ser-
vice pushing ahead in violation 
of legal decisions, it is shutting 
out the public. The agency only 
allowed individuals or organi-
zations that commented on this 
project in 2012 to participate in 
the 2018 process. This adminis-
trative restriction has chilled the 
decision- making process and left 
many concerned citizens voice-
less.

Texas billionaire Red Mc-
Combs has been trying to devel-
op the Village at Wolf Creek, now 
envisioned as an 8,000-person de-
velopment, atop Wolf Creek Pass 
for over 30 years. At over 10,000’ 
in elevation, the pass serves as 
a critical wildlife corridor and is 
home to rare fen wetlands at the 
headwaters of the Rio Grande. 
The development would particu-
larly harm the threatened Cana-
da lynx. Courts have repeatedly 
blocked attempts to fast track 
approvals and skimp on environ-
mental analysis and public input.

This latest Forest Service 
action aims to facilitate the same 
development, based on the same 
analysis Travis Stills, attorney 
with Energy and Conservancy 
Law, who has represented the 
groups in several rounds of suc-

cessful litigation, said, “This de-
cision flagrantly violates feder-
al laws and the developer’s own 
agreement to subject any access 
request to federal scrutiny. We 
are disappointed the Forest Ser-
vice will not honor the binding 
settlement agreement and federal 
court orders.”

“The American public ex-
pressed strong opposition to this 
development proposal, recogniz-
ing that it was a bad idea, in the 
wrong place, at a perilous time,” 
said Christine Canaly of the San 
Luis Valley Ecosystem Council. “It 
would severely damage the head-
waters of the Upper Rio Grande, 
which is already expected to buff-
er the burdensome impacts of 
climate change. This is a special 
core area of the southern Rockies 
that is essential for Canada lynx 
survival and this habitat area de-
serves long-term protection for fu-
ture generations.”

“Once again, it falls to the 
public to demand protection of 
Wolf Creek Pass, a place long 
cherished by generations of vis-
itors and residents alike,” said 
Jimbo Buickerood, Lands Pro-
gram Manager at San Juan Citi-
zens Alliance. “Though the Forest 
Service might be inclined to re-
nege on its stewardship responsi-
bilities, we are ready to insist on 
compliance with the law and the 
public’s will.”

Conservation groups:
• Travis Stills, Attorney, En-

ergy & Conservancy Law, stills@
frontier.net, 970-375-9231

• Matt Sandler, Staff Attor-
ney, Rocky Mountain Wild, matt@
rockymountainwild.org, 303-579-
5162

• Christine Canaly, Director, 
San Luis Valley Ecosystem Coun-
cil, info@slvec.org, 719-256-4758

• Tehri Parker, Executive 
Director, Rocky Mountain Wild, 
tehri@rockymountainwild.org,

720-446-8582
• Jimbo Buickerood, Lands 

and Forest Protection Program 
Manager, San Juan Citizens

Alliance, jimbo@sanjuanciti-
zens.org, 970-560-1111

Woman killed in rollover near Creede
—Colorado State Patrol
On June 24 at approximate-

ly 1:17 A.M, Colorado State Pa-
trol Dispatch was advised of a one 
car rollover on Highway 149 ap-
proximately one-mile north out of 
Creede. When medical personnel 
and Mineral County Sheriff ’s Dep-
uties arrived on scene they found a 
female party that had been eject-
ed from the truck and was laying 
in the middle of the road. It was 
determined that the female, iden-
tified as Rachael Bennett, 27 of 
Creede, was driving a 2003 Ford 
F-150 northbound when the vehicle 
went off the right side of the road in 
a slight left hand curve. The truck 
came back onto the road when 

Bennett over corrected causing 
the truck to rotate in a clockwise 
direction. The truck traveled off 
the right side of the road where it 
struck an embankment rolling one 
and one-half time up the steep hill-
side. The truck landed on its roof 
sliding down the hill where it rolled 
an additional one-half time coming 
to rest on its wheels partially in 
the road. Bennett was not wearing 
a seat-belt and was ejected during 
the crash. Bennett was pronounced 
dead at the scene. Alcohol, drugs, 
and speed are being considered as 
factors in the crash but it is still 
under investigation. The Colorado 
State Patrol urges people to please 
buckle up when traveling. 

~ Repairs

~ Window Blinds
      & Shades
   ~ Repairs

Crestone / Baca
719-256-4498
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by Sandia Belgrade
Housing survey
As we all know, affordable 

housing is getting scarce. No one is 
more aware of this than Evan Samo-
ra, Director of the Saguache County 
Housing Authority. The mission of 
the Department is to develop, lease, 
and operate affordable housing for 
Saguache County residents with 
limited incomes. To that end Samo-
ra is exploring funding to develop 
more housing, but grants require 
a survey or assessment of county 
residents to ascertain need.  Samo-
ra developed a survey and engaged 
a company to mail out the survey 
with an enclosed postage-paid enve-
lope. The company failed to include 
an envelope, thwarting the effort. 
If you were mailed the survey, take 
the time to fill it out and consider 
mailing it yourself. There are too 
many families without housing in 
this, one of the poorest counties in 
the state. Let’s help out this effort.

Water, water everywhere
North Crestone Campground 

is experiencing mild flooding affect-
ing some of the camping spaces. It 
is very loud, according to the camp 
host, but not yet too severe. Howev-
er, surrounding areas are experienc-
ing flood-stage conditions. The Rio 
Grande is flooding in surrounding 
areas like Del Norte, Antonito and 
Conejos. The cubic feet per second 
reading on the Arkansas River in 
Salida measured over 4,000 CFS, 
sending water close to the top of the 
historic concrete bridge on F Street 
in downtown. Some FIBArk events 
were canceled because of unsafe con-
ditions. A flood watch was in effect 
for parts of central and south-cen-
tral Colorado including Saguache, 
the La Garita Mountains, San Luis 
Valley, San Juan Mountains and the 
Rio Grande Valley. One caution that 
is often disregarded: if you encoun-
ter flooding on a roadway do not 
attempt to drive through it. It’s a 
common cause of fatalities. We still 
aren’t at peak runoff flow yet.

County Administrator Re-
port

Since County Administrator 
Glen Simpson is still relatively new 
to the position, these initial activi-
ties are important, for it lets us see 
what actions he is taking on the 
county’s behalf. In June he provided 
some lengthy information. Simpson 
has actively worked on getting a 
fence around the Landfill. The Coun-
ty approved a bid for $101,234.34 
from High Country Fence, Rye, Col-
orado.  The fence will be an 8’ tall 
chain link which will enclose the 
entire landfill and reduce blowing 
trash from leaving the landfill area.  
It will be over 5,000’ for fencing plus 
a 20’ gate. With that extra dollar 
amount, the cost of bringing the 
landfill into compliance is nearly 
three quarters of a million dollars 
and no way to know if it will be 
better managed than it was before. 
Commissioner Tim Lovato toured 
five transfer stations with the SLV 

Ecosystem Council and said it was 
a learning experience. He said the 

cost of putting in a transfer sta-
tion could be 3x as much as a 
landfill. Research of transfer 

stations in the southwest 
show the cost on average 

is $55,000 annually 
over 20 years.

Food commod-
ities trailer 

Simpson said a 
Request for an Emergency Sales 
Tax for a 8.5’ x 16’ cargo trailer for 
the Department of Social Services 
food commodities was approved for 
$5,419. This is an enclosed cargo 
trailer with a ramp to replace the 
10’ open trailer they now have with 
entrances at both ends of the trail-
er.  In towns such as Crestone, Mof-
fett, Center and Villa Grove, where 
there is no indoor location to distrib-
ute the food commodities, this will 
provide an enclosed area to protect 
the food commodities and allow the 
patrons to be processed inside the 
trailer as they walk through.  When 
the cargo trailer arrives July 15, an 
awning (like on campers) will be 
added to the trailer to provide ad-
ditional shelter from rain and snow.

New jail planning
Simpson’s office is preparing 

to advertise an RFP for plans for the 
new jail & Sheriff ’s office.  The Sa-
guache Airport is one potential site 
being considered for the location of 
the new 50-bed jail facility, which 
must be sited in the county seat. 
One proposed site already has wa-
ter and sewerage. Things are also 
moving ahead with getting a mobile 
home to go on County lots in Casita 
Park just west of Crestone. It will 
serve as living quarters for a Sher-
iff ’s Deputy. Citizens of Crestone 
have requested an officer be located 
in their area for several years. Ad-
ditionally there will be an office for 
a deputy in the town of Crestone. It 
is being provided by the owners of 
the Mercantile Grocery and Hard-
ware Stores. This presence should 
provide the needed law enforcement 
d support. The office will be located 
on the west side of the grocery store 
in the new building that also houses 
the Food Bank facility. Sheriff War-
wick said the Deputy Office in Cres-
tone is partially in place with work 
stations, computer and file cabinets 
still needed.  He projects the move 
to be completed by mid-July.

Public Health report 
Director Lynette Grant has 

hired a generalist to help with the 
many operational tasks the de-
partment faces. Gloria Quintana 
will be part of the effort to inform 
local veterinarians and area clinics 
about the process of educating and 
reporting instances of dog bites and 
other situations. Public Health will 
still do drug testing for all County 
departments. The BOCC approved 
her department entering into con-
tract with the Emergency Prepar-
edness and Response (EPR) region-
al health care coalition. When she 
submitted her budget she broke out 
all the details which the Commis-
sioners appreciated.

When can a road be main-
tained?

During Randal Arredondo’s 
time as Road & Bridge Supervi-
sor, resident Kit Hopkins request-
ed maintenance on Road EE. Her 
presentation showed she had done 
her homework in requesting the 
County include the road in its sys-

tem or at least put in some base 
material.  The road has never been 
maintained; yet, 17 people are liv-
ing there within one mile. People 
have been living on this road since 
1999, and she noted that all the 
roads around them are maintained. 
The regulations were updated in 
2018. Hopkins said there could be 
a safety issue if responders have 
to come in for fire or an emergen-
cy medical situation. The Commis-
sioners were not supportive. Jason 
Anderson said this is a rural area 
and you knew what the conditions 
were when you bought the land. 
That doesn’t mean residents can’t 
request a safe road, and with the 
population increase perhaps more 
road upgrades might be needed. 
Tim Lovato said you need to buy 
into it. The Commissioners will do 
a site visit on June 18. 

County Assessor update
County Assessor Peter Peter-

son noted it’s been an intense work 
period with a positive outcome. He 
reported that with a new software  
system and the work of two data col-
lectors, all properties not previous-
ly documented and put on the rolls 
have been entered and the backlog 
jam eliminated. His department 
mailed out notices May 1. Out of ap-
proximately 16,000 tax valuations 
there were only 47 protests. Valua-
tion appeals will take place on Au-
gust 1 and 2. 

Land Use
Land Use Administrator Wen-

di Maez had a lengthy report, this 
being the season of planting. Mam-
moth Land Holdings requested four 
different marijuana cultivation are-
as. It was approved by the Planning 
Commission for being done with ap-
proved parameters and buffers, but 
met resistance from Commissioner 
Lovato who had several questions 
regarding actual ownership, the 
correct address and the number of 
plants. It was finally approved as 
were three separate grows in Lazy 
KV Estates for marijuana vari-
ances. Each had required permits 
and had informed adjoining land-
owners. One  applicant questioned 
whether properties’ addresses are 
correct. Maez said the Code En-
forcer has been diligent, which has  
been a deterrent to illegal grows, 
and he has made multiple site visits 
around the county. Unfortunately, 
he has resigned. Land Use is adver-
tising the position.

Balancing recreation with 
conservation 

Acting Forest Supervisor Chad 
Stewart  of the Grand Mesa, Un-
compahgre and Gunnison National 
Forest Service and Jerry Kruger, in-
terim supervisor in the Black Hills, 
discussed the Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) for the forest plan. 
This is a preliminary plan which 
they want to get to the public for 
feedback. Wilderness overlaps much 
of Saguache County so this EIS is sig-
nificant for our population. One big 
issue is recreation and its impact on 
wilderness. Requests for wilderness 
use are rising. This county is a ma-
jor player and they can allow only so 
much degradation of resources and 
trail intensity because of damage 
to the land. Some kind of education 
component is needed to make people 
aware of their impact. Commission-
er Jason Anderson noted that many 
choose to live in Colorado because of 
the many recreation opportunities, 
but few consider the impact of rec-
reation on the land. How to balance 
promoting recreation on public lands 
with conservation, and how can we 
in Colorado fund protecting wildlife 
and forests from population use?

Ranchers have to pay to use 
public lands, so perhaps there needs 
to be a pay-to-play option as well.

Lost or stolen license plates
According to the County Clerk 

and Recorder, if your license plates 
have been stolen here is the proce-
dure to follow:

• Complete and sign form DR 
2283 (Lost or Stolen License Plates/
Permits Affidavit) indicating that 
the plates were, in fact, lost or sto-
len. You can get form DR 2283 at 
the Saguache Clerk’s office or by go-
ing online to Colorado.gov/revenue, 
Division of Motor Vehicles, and click 
on forms.

• File a police report with the 
local law enforcement agency. Sub-
mit form DR 2283 Lost or Stolen 
License Plates/Permits Affidavit to 
the local County Motor Vehicle Of-
fice for cancellation of plates at the 
County level. Signature is required 
from one owner.

• The County will verify that 
the owner has signed the DR 2283 
Lost or Stolen License Plates/Per-
mits Affidavit. It will cancel the 
plates on the County motor vehicle 
file and issue replacement plates 
when applicable.

Saguache 
  County 
   News

“I took this while driving north on Hwy. 17 in the afternoon of June 10.  I learned later 
that this storm dropped flooding hail on a farmhouse in Hooper!  Never before seen 
such heavily loaded cloud formations.”  comment and photo by Kate Steichen
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by Allyson Ransom, 
Crestone Town Clerk
June 10, 2019 Board of 

Trustees meeting   
The meeting was called to 

order at 9:30am, and the Board of 
Trustees passed the following mo-
tions:

• To approve the agenda as 
presented

• To approve the minutes of 
the regular Board meeting on May 
13, 2019 as amended with the fol-
lowing change: under agenda item 
10D, add, “The Mayor advised that 
donations go through a non-profit, 
and Trustee Laki said that she 
knew of one”

• To approve paying the bills 
and approve the financial report as 
presented

• To approve cutting one tree 
overhanging the newly remodeled 
public works building and to top 
the other trees hanging towards the 
building

• To approve spending up to 
$100 on July 11, 2019 to provide 
refreshments at the weed manage-
ment educational event to be held at 
the Baca Refuge office

• To approve spending up to 
$100 on July 25, 2019 to provide re-
freshments at the Dark Skies edu-
cational event to be held at the Baca 
Refuge office

• Not to apply for insurance 
on behalf of the Energy Fair organ-
izers, and to direct the Clerk to con-
tact Lisa Bodey with the informa-
tion and confirm that the Town is 
still in support of the Energy Fair 
event and is loaning supplies and 
providing many resources

• To approve moving agenda 
items 11C through 11E and item 
12 until after the Attorney’s Report 
and Correspondence items have 
concluded

• To adopt Resolution #005-
2019 objecting to any plans to ex-
port water out of the San Luis Val-
ley 

• To apply for a Council of 
Governments (COG) grant for 
$8,500 to extend a water line 150 
feet further west along W. Silver 
Ave., to install a fire hydrant at the 
end of the “T,” and to verify whether 
the interested neighboring property 
owner still agrees to match half of 
the cost of the grant

• To set a deadline for owners 
of Block 59 to pay their discounted 
tap fees within the next twelve 
months from the day Water System 
Manager Ann Bunting sends out 
the letters

• To approve filing an official 
complaint with the Colorado Pub-
lic Utilities Commission about the 
SLVREC’s unfair demand usage fee 
increases to electric customers, and 
to direct the Clerk—with the as-
sistance of Trustee Pace—to create 
and file the complaint

• To approve the retail mari-
juana license renewal application 
from Haley Marcus for her store, 
Higher Elevation, located at 152 W. 
Silver Ave.

• To allow access to CGRS in-
Town rights of way for re-drilling 

the required monitoring wells that 
have been paved over; Benjamin 
Byer wrote that he would accept full 
responsibility, including any cost, as 
he was an co-owner of 200 Cotton-
wood LLC, which installed the new 
fuel pumps last year

• To adjourn the meeting at 
4:56pm

Citizens’ comments
Town resident Lonny Roth 

shared various concerns and com-
plaints regarding leftover materials 
remaining after the Phase II con-
struction was completed, and the 
legality of assessing a $10 late fee 
for delinquent water and sewer cus-
tomers. 

Town resident Annie Pace ex-
pressed her strong opposition to the 
placement of a cell tower anywhere 
in town. She also spoke of the im-
portance of filing complaints about 
the new electric demand rates im-
posed by the SLVREC, and encour-
aged the Town to formally object to 
the new rates. 

Town resident Bruce Sheldon 
stated that that the Town should 
take over full responsibility for the 
Free Box.

Reports 
Treasurer Busby presented 

a detailed financial report and the 
month’s bills for approval. The fol-
lowing items were discussed with 
the Trustees:

• State sales tax revenue for 
May totaled $22,427.69

• Marijuana tax revenue for 
May was $957.77

• Update on the annual inde-
pendent audit process, which must 
be completed in July

• More COG grant matching 
funds may be available to be used in 
Creekside Park

• Lars Skogen signed a state-
ment saying he would pay $2,500 as 
matching funds if the Town writes 
a grant to run water lines further 
down W. Silver Ave.

• The town’s new playground 
has been built and is awaiting the 
surfacing to be installed in late 
June; Build Day was a success with 
dozens of volunteer workers, includ-
ing staff and three Board members

• Update on Fourth of July 
planning

Mayor Danforth reported on 
the following during her report:

• Collected $1,000 in dona-
tions for the Fourth of July event

• Update on the Baca Refuge 
grant to mitigate invasive weeds, 
and an upcoming event with the 
Town being represented by the 
Clerk, who must give a presentation 
and provide refreshments from the 
Town as an educational component 
to the grant. Expenses will be cov-
ered by the grant

• The first of two Dark Skies 
events will take place on July 25, 
2019 at 8pm at the Baca Refuge of-
fice, and the Clerk will need to pro-
vide refreshments on behalf of the 
Board

• The Town is permitted to 
take up to ten years to come into 
compliance to be part of a Dark 
Skies Reserve

Clerk Ransom discussed the 
following in her report:

• Update on progress of the 
Town joining the National Flood 
Insurance Program through FEMA

• CIRSA chose not to prepare 
a liability quote for the Town on be-
half of the Energy Fair organizers, 
but submitted a quote from an out-
of-state insurer who is not licensed 
in Colorado, creating a greater li-
ability for the Town

• Trustee Laki included a 
review of her meeting with Al-
con regarding unfinished areas on 
W. Silver Ave. viewed with Mark 
Thompson of Alcon Construction, 
and confirmation that chunks of 
asphalt and construction debris 
around town will be removed by Al-
con Construction

• It was confirmed that there 
was $4,500 left from the CDBG 
funds to use to complete the clean-
up, mulching beds and possibly 
hire extra temporary help if needed

Water System Manager Ann 
Bunting discussed the following in 
her report:

• Update on Block 59 water 
line extension

• Discussion with the Trus-
tees about the discounted tap fees, 
about the Trustees’ consensus that 
these could not be offered indefi-
nitely, and that the property own-
ers must pay them within a specific 
timeframe, with a letter being sent 
to the owners as soon as possible

Planning Commission Chair 
Terry Goergen reported that the 
Planning Commission will com-
plete their review at the July 
Planning meeting, and will decide 
whether or not to recommend al-
lowing horses to remain on low-
density residential properties in 
town. 

Architect Burt Wadman invit-
ed the Trustees to attend a meet-
ing for the Safe Routes to School 
project to be held on June 27, 2019 
at 6pm at the Crestone Charter 
School. The Board members re-
viewed the school pedestrian route 
map Burt supplied and were con-
cerned that the trail was shown as 
cutting through the center of Tract 
1, belonging to the Town. 

Burt stated that Saguache 
County agreed to maintain the en-
tire trail and give money for the 
project, but there was a shortfall. 
Burt requested that the Town do-
nate money to make up for the 
$10,000 shortfall in funds. The 
Trustees denied the request.

Sarah Koehn Frey of the 
Northern Saguache County Li-
brary District announced that a 
“community listening meeting” was 
scheduled for June 26, 2019 at 5pm 
in the Town meeting room about 
the future of a library in town. The 
Trustees discussed donating land 
from Tract 1 to the library board, 
and the discussion will be contin-
ued at the July Board meeting, and 
a memorandum of understanding 
will be prepared.

The Trustees confirmed that 
the Free Box had been kept clean 
for the month of May and a  large 
sign was posted inside explaining 
the need for volunteers to moni-
tor it and keep it clean or remove 
it. Town resident Fred Bauder vol-
unteered to keep debris cleaned up 
from the area in and around the 
Free Box. 

Town Attorney Gene Farish 
opened a public hearing for review 

of the Phase II downtown pro-
ject at 1:35pm. While conducting 
the hearing, Farish verified that 
a public posting was made and he 
read the posting aloud. He read 
a summary of written comments 
and complaints submitted by the 
public. He opened the hearing to 
comments from both the public and 
the Board of Trustees. Town resi-
dent Fred Bauder stated that there 
was a lack of ADA compliancy at 
the ends of some sidewalks and in 
other areas. Other things he not-
ed were poor design, contract and 
professional responsibility issues. 
Mayor Danforth announced that 
a special meeting would be sched-
uled soon to address the possible 
problems with ADA compliance. 
Attorney Farish closed the hearing 
at 2:21pm.

Kyle DeNardo of Viaero Com-
munications requested permission 
to install a cell tower in the Town 
limits. The Town attorney read ob-
jection letters from town residents 
to the Board. The decision was ta-
bled until the July meeting.

Two new ordinances were pre-
sented and discussed and will con-
tinue to be discussed at the July 
Board meeting: Ordinance #2019-
004—permitting a cell tower to be 
installed in town; and Ordinance 
#2019-005—adopting flood plain 
regulations for the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). 

Attorney Farish discussed the 
unfinished Commercial Building at 
253 W. Golden Ave., and presented a 
letter he recently received from the 
owner who outlined specific time-
frames for completion of the build-
ing’s exterior this summer. The 
Board will revisit and reassess the 
progress at their August meeting. 

Correspondence
The Board received two let-

ters from residents Annie Pace 
and Deborah Michalak who both 
expressed opposition to the instal-
lation of a cell tower anywhere in 
town.

Announcements
The Crestone Annual Drink-

ing Water Report is available to 
view at Town Hall (108 W. Galena 
Ave.), on the bulletin Board of the 
Crestone Post Office, or on our web-
site’s homepage at www.colorado.
gov/pacific/townofcrestone. 

Fourth of July event
There is still time to sign up 

and rent a booth. Come by Town 
Hall to sign up or volunteer for ac-
tivities. This year’s event will take 
place from 10am-4pm and includes 
the parade (no charge to participate), 
a new “wet-zone” at Creekside Park, 
panning for gold, a free kids’ bounce 
house and lots of music. 

Weed mitigation event
The Town is participating in 

an educational weed mitigation 
event in conjunction with the Baca 
National Wildlife Refuge on July 
11 at 5pm. The event will be held 
at the Baca Refuge Office located 
at 69812 County Rd. T, Crestone. 
The Town is also participating with 
the Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
on July 25 at 8pm for a Dark Skies 
event.

North Crestone Creek 
monitoring/ flood protection

All Colorado creeks are moni-
tored by Colorado Division of Water 
Resources (DWR). Hourly-updated 
flow levels for North Crestone 
Creek can be found on the DWR 
website at http://bit.ly/2KuW9L1.
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POA news
Fire mitigation: Too much  
of a good thing?

by John Rowe
The regularly scheduled POA 

Board meeting was held on Thurs-
day, June 20 at 10am at the POA 
Meeting Hall. All five Directors 
were present as were about fif-
teen audience members. The agen-
da was amended and approved 
and the meeting quickly moved to 
Member Forum. 

A man perhaps interested in 
developing a piece of Elk Park (a 
POA-held property of several acres 
just east of the POA 
Hall that has been des-
ignated for commercial 
use) was directed to 
make a proposition to 
the Board and ask for 
a meeting and things 
could proceed from 
there.

New business in-
cluded an update on an 
OSHA inspection report 
done some months ago. 
Much cleanup and elim-
ination of some safety 
hazards has been done 
and this will be an on-
going project.

The new POA Ad-
ministrator is expected 
to be hired and working 
by July 15; my report 
last month stating that 
a new Emergency Ser-
vices Chief had been 
hired was premature. 
The Board is actively interviewing 
for the position but has not hired 
anyone. My apologies for this inac-
curacy. 

It was reported last month 
that some public money had be-
come available to help the Baca 
out with some fire mitigation and 
becoming a Firewise Community 
is the first step in this process. The 
bulk of the meeting was spent on 
the Baca’s decision and just what 
that will mean for the future. Adam 
Moore, a Supervisory Forester for 
the Colorado State Forest Service, 
was on hand to answer questions 
about what sorts of mitigation will 
be done throughout the year and 
just how decisions were made on 

the mitigation already done, that 
being along South Crestone Creek 
above the park on Camino Baca 
Grande. 

Some enthusiastic give and 
take between the audience, Mr. 
Moore, and the Board took place 
over the next 30-40 minutes. Sev-
eral Baca residents that use this 
trail thought that an unsightly dirt 
road was made where the footpath 
once was, perhaps illegally, and 
that too many big trees were taken 

out for unclear reasons. The POA 
foreman of the project fielded most 
of the questions and complaints 
and explained that most of the 
large trees removed were already 
dead and a fire and safety hazard 
and so large that the only way to 
remove them was by making a 
road so that a large truck could go 
in the greenbelt and remove them. 
He also stated that the road was 
left as it was because to smooth it 
over and perhaps replant it was 
cost prohibitive. Mr. Moore stated 
that it was well beyond the scope 
of his recommendations to know 
whether or not the covenants were 
violated or if some residents were 
upset at the new appearance of the 

greenbelt. He maintained that his 
job was to provide good science in 
assessing lowering the fire danger 
for those houses along the creek 
and no more. I have 
walked this portion 
of South Crestone 
Creek many times 
since the mitigation 
and have talked to 
many others who 
have also, and every-
one’s assessment is 
the same. The creek 
looks barren with so 
many trees removed 
and the dirt/mud road 
is really ugly. No one 
I talked to seemed 
very happy with the 
result. Fortunate-
ly,  there were more 
meetings to receive 
community direction 
on the fire mitiga-
tion issue, the next 
on June 25. [It was 
decided at the meet-
ing June 25 to have 
another meeting July 
9.] All Baca residents 
were encouraged to 
attend and were giv-
en an opportunity to 
express their opin-
ions.

An Eastern San 
Luis Valley Trail Co-

alition meeting was also held this 
month at the Charter School on 
June 27. 

This is what we had.  A nice walking trail on South Crestone Creek.  
 photo by Lisa Cyriacks

This is what we have today, thanks to fire mitigation.  The buzz of a chainsaw—the cry of 
the forest. Time to stand in the sacred hoop, shoulder to shoulder.  
 comment and photo by Lisa Cyriacks

The sign that was posted at the entry to the Greenbelt 
stating “no motorized vehicles” was removed by the 
Baca Fire Department to allow access for large motorized 
vehicles in what was intended to be a thinning project.
 photo by Lisa Cyriacks

Large aspen and cottonwood trees cut down along the South Crestone Creek Greenbelt 
in the Baca Grande subdivision. photo by Lisa Cyriacks
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Lockhart unseats 20-year board member
Report on the annual meeting of the 
San Luis Valley Rural Electric Co-op

by Larry Calloway
Wade Lockhart of Crestone, 

describing himself as “a green build-
er” since 1992 and advocating more 
wind and solar generation, won 
election to the board of the San Luis 
Valley Rural Electric Co-op, defeat-
ing Mike Rierson of rural Center, a 
farmer who had held the at-large 
seat for 20 years. 

Lockhart announced, “We 
won!” by text message when the 
tally of paper ballots was certified 
on Wednesday (June 12), the day af-
ter the co-op’s annual membership 
meeting at the Alamosa armory. 
He won by 60%, or 635 of the 1077 
ballots cast, most by mail but some 
handed in at the meeting.

In impromptu remarks to the 
audience of several hundred, Lock-
hart had said, “We have a grand op-
portunity here in the San Luis Val-
ley to put up more renewables than 
we have to. If we can have our own 
renewables it’s going to be cheaper. 
We won’t have to bring electric en-
ergy all the way from Craig or New 
Mexico.” Colorado’s renewable en-
ergy standard for co-ops is 20% of 
retail electric sales. The SLV co-op’s 
wholesale provider is Tri-State En-
ergy and Transmission Association, 
which is dependent on coal-fired 
power plants such as those in Craig 
and elsewhere.

Rierson had not mentioned 
power sources in his remarks to the 
same audience, sounding instead 
themes of unity in diversity and 
keeping rates affordable. “We repre-
sent everyone,” he said of the board. 
“We have to be there at all times to 
hear the voice of the members.” 

The annual meeting followed 
a standard agenda that included 
amiable remarks by directors and 
administrators (the men dressed in 
uniform white shirts bearing the co-
op logo), awarding of scholarships to 
local college students, door prizes, 
the candidate remarks and answers 
to a selection of written questions 
by chief executive officer Loren 
Howard.

“We have a complaint filed 
against us,” he said.  Crestone resi-
dents, organized by Annie Pace, 
signed the official complaint and 
petition that will result in a hear-
ing (date TBA) in Crestone by rep-
resentatives of the Colorado Public 
Utilities Commission, although co-
ops are unregulated under Colorado 
law.  Howard did not elaborate, but 
he did defend the main issue of the 
petition: the sudden imposition of a 
new set of cost-shifting rates involv-
ing “demand” charges. 

“My responsibility is to do 
what’s best for the co-op. Sometimes 
it’s not the best for you,” he said, 
referring to complaints about in-
creased charges. “We went through 
hundreds of accounts to see what 
this rate change will do,” he said, 
concluding, “Yes, some are up. Some 
are down.”

The big surprise at the mass 
meeting came from the back of the 
armory assembly hall. A young man 
named Matthew Robinson walked 
up the aisle with a sort of military 
bearing (he is a graduate of West 
Point) and faced the crowd. He is 
now an energy manager with a State 
agency that he did not identify be-
cause he was not speaking officially. 

He and his partner built a sec-
ond home (they live in Denver) in 
the San Luis Valley, designing a so-
lar system that produces more pow-
er than it uses, he said, but they de-
cided to sell. “We can’t afford it any 
more because of this rate change,” 
he said.

“Public Service Co. (Excel) 
tried the same rate change,” he said, 
citing expert testimony to the PUC 
was against the concept. Among the 
points made were:  that demand 
charges are not understood, that 
customers cannot actually moni-
tor their consumption to avoid new 
charges, that low-income customers 
are harmed the most, that it is not 
unusual for businesses to pay less 
while many residents pay more, 
that demand charges are untested 
and that they do not accurately re-
flect costs.

What utilities want is more 
stable revenues, he said, and de-
mand charges make sense for large 
power users because they have the 
expertise that householders lack. 
“We are paying one of the highest 
rates in the state in an area with 
a concentration of low-income. This 
is a terrible rate design,” Robinson 
said.

(This report first appeared at 
www.Larrycalloway.com)

Wildfire training: Ben Antoniewicz and Corez Hines present a wildfire scenario during 
a Firefighter One/ Incident Commander Type 5 training sponsored by the Baca Fire 
Department. Also attending the class, taught by Daniel S. Johnson, were Cole Durban 
and T.J. Davis. 

SLVREC complaint
continued from page 1

discovery and hearing has not yet 
been set.

To view the filing in its en-
tirety, or to track progress, one 
can go to the PUC site, colorado.
gov/pacific/dora/puc, Review/Get 
Documents in a Utilities Proceed-
ing, search for E-filing Proceed-
ing #19F-0315E, Anne Pace et al 
V. San Luis Valley Rural Electric 
Co-op.  Public comments can also 
be added to the filing, so for those 
who did not sign the complaint in 
time, concise and useful informa-
tion can be added to the filing at 
any time by creating an account 
through the same website.

This filing group, represent-
ing the valley, is in need of finan-
cial and legal assistance as the 
filing proceeds. Please contact Lili 
Zohar at 303-941-4342  liliezo-
har@gmail.com if you can help.

Town of Crestone files 
complaint

Additionally, on June 20, 
the Town of Crestone filed a for-
mal complaint with the PUC, 
also targeting the lack of trans-
parency and forewarning of the 
rate increase, including the 19% 
monthly charge increase which 
they say “seems to be a punitive 
increase for residential custom-
ers”, and will cause a financial 
hardship to most residents of the 
town “whose residential incomes 
are far below the state average, 

often by 60%-70%” 
The Town complaint says as 

item C. “With the original SLVREC 
proposal to install SMART me-
ters, customers were repeatedly 
told that the improved technol-
ogy would save them money in 
multiple ways, especially in la-
bor costs, as SLVREC would need 
fewer man-hours for on-site meter 
readings. They further state: “The 
Town’s Board of Trustees feels an 
immediate need to protest this 
rate increast, which they feel to 
be unjust, and which creates seri-
ous financial hardships for most 
residents.  For example, the town 
has received complaints from sen-
ior residents and struggling young 
families of their bill increasing by 
up to 300%. This demand charge 
from SLVREC is unjust, unfair, 
and unconscionable, and violates 
CRS 40-9.5-106(3).”

The Town of Crestone re-
quests in their filing “an injuction 
preventing SLVREC from cutting 
off electricity to town residents, 
businesses, and nonprofits due to 
nonpayment or underpayment, 
pending the formal resolution of 
this matter.

SLVREC CEO Loren Howard 
was asked by the Crestone Eagle 
via phone message if he wished to 
make a statement on this subject.
He has not, as of press time, re-
plied to that message. The sched-
ule and hearing dates have not yet 
been set. To track this filing go to 
E-filing proceeding number 19F-
0351E.

NEW GIRL ON THE BLO CK
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON

Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

Top Brands
Local Glass
Smoking Supplies
Pipes
E-liquids
Kratom

Chili Heads Glass & Vape
Full service Head, Smoke & Vape Shop

www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
www.chiliheads.biz

112 W. Rainbow Blvd, Unit A, Salida CO
719.207.9700
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30th anniversary of the Crestone Energy Fair Aug. 16-18
Wow! Thirty consecutive 

years we have been gathering to 
discuss and celebrate our dreams 
for the future.  This year’s theme 
will continue to focus on the future 
with “Climate Solutions NOW for 
Seven Generations.”

A few highlights from this 
year’s solution-based education 
schedule:

A keynote presentation 
with Lee Temple, founder of Pri-
ma Mundi.  Lee is an award-win-
ning author, visionary, elder, 
community organizer, and global 
sustainability activist/consult-
ant—“If we want to deliver a hab-
itable planet to our great-grand-
children, we must quickly unite to 
change human behavior all across 
the globe, to effectively turn the 
global climate crisis around.” 

Andrew Bailey with Sa-
cred Earth Enterprises will be 
discussing their current climate 
restoration model, which incorpo-
rates carbon capture and sustaina-
ble agriculture with healthy living 
space.  Their current mission is to 
invent, develop, prototype, manu-
facture and market technological 
innovations that have a measur-
able positive global climate effect 
when deployed at scale.

Michael Bertin with Ar-
chitectural Harmonics will dis-
cuss Biome Design concepts. Biome 
Design regards a building or built 
environment as a living entity unto 
its self, a congruous part of its ecol-
ogy, interactive with its particular 

climate, which can provide for all 
of its current necessities and future 
growth needs.

Christine Canaly, Director 
of the San Luis Valley Ecosys-
tem Council (SLVEC) will bring 
us back to the local level by pre-
senting the SLVEC Solar Working 
Group Sensitive Resources map, 
which will lead to discussing how 
to integrate solar into the SLV grid.  
She will also briefly summarize the 
energy bills before the Colorado 
state legislature, discussing what 
has passed and what is pending. 
Chris joined SLV Ecosystem Coun-
cil (SLVEC) in June 2000.  In co-
ordination with the EPA Region 8, 
Chris enjoined with SLV communi-
ty leaders to prioritize environmen-
tal health protocols which has since 
engaged over 4,000 households in 
educational forums for protecting 
their indoor air and water quali-
ty through mitigation and regular 
household maintenance. 

Nick Chambers returns 
with his amazing wood chip 
gasifier starting at dusk, and a 
tour of his biogas/value-creating 
wastewater treatment system.  
Nick is the founder of the Valley 
Roots Food Hub, an organization 
that focuses on highly regenera-
tive agricultural and socio-econom-
ic practices that can fulfill human 
needs while leaving behind a lega-
cy of biologically productive soils, 
sufficient water, and healthy com-
munities of plants, animals, and 
people. 

Rounding out the event will 
be vendors from near and far, home 
tours with tires, dirt, paper and PV, 
alternative building demonstra-
tions, homesteading influences, and 
a robust music lineup highlighting 
local youth on Friday night, closing 
with Original Currency on Sunday.

We continue seeking sponsors, 
vendors & donations. It takes a vil-
lage to pull off an event of this size 
and we are in great need of finan-
cial donations to make this year a 
success.  Please help up reach our 
funding goals through our go fund 
me page at https://www.gofundme.
com/zmcrm-crestone-energy-fair. 

Visit our new website at Cres-
toneEnergyFair.org for the com-
plete schedule, participation forms 
and ongoing updates.  Also, join 
our FB page at Crestone Energy 
Fair for discussions and industry 
advancements.  

Many thanks to our newest 
partners: Valley Food Hub, Orient 
Land Trust, KTAO-Solar Radio, 
Worldchangers and Crestone Art-
ists. 

For more information contact 
CrestoneEnergyFair@gmail.com or 
talk to Lisa Bodey, Nick Navares or 
Donovan Spitzman to get involved.  
Join the movement.

Lee Temple.

Juniper Good demonstates the consistency of the concrete needed to build during his 
Cordwood Building Workshop at last year’s Energy Fair.      photo by Lori Nagel

Column Sponsored by:
Sangre de Cristo Real Estate 

proud sponsor of the

Crestone 
Energy Fair

Cat & Exotic Animal Care 
Shoshannah 719.480.3257

Dog Care 
Kelly 719.580.0003

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, July 10th, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238 ,  Cre stone ,  CO 81131
www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

Explore the CEOLP library:  A wealth of books and films on life and death-
-inspiring, practical, heartfelt, spiritual and thought-provoking...

For directions: gussie7@fairpoint.net
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Domè Moon is the featured July artist at Shumei 
Symposium July 21 with special  
guest musician Little Star

 Domè Moon’s work will be on 
display at the Shumei Gallery in 
Crestone for the month of July. A 
symposium with Domè will be held 
on Sunday July 21 starting at 3pm. 
Domè has invited musician Little 
Star to be a part of her symposium 
to weave painting and music to-
gether in a demonstration. A recep-
tion will follow.

Domè Moon is a Lithuani-
an-born visionary painter who lives 
and creates in Crestone. She start-
ed making art at a very young age 
and since has developed a unique, 
mesmerizing signature style. She’s 
primarily a self-taught artist who 
has had a privilege to study with 
master painters of our time includ-
ing Alex & Allyson Grey, CT Nel-
son, Elizabeth Banker and Oleg 
Korolev. 

Domè has always been fasci-
nated with the subtle realms and 
the forces at play behind what 
meets the eye. It has become the 
focus of her work to highlight and 
explore these subjects. 

Her show is titled “Energy in 
Rhythm.” She shares, “Through my 
paintings I strive to bring aware-
ness to the Unified Field, to help us 
remember that we are connected to 
one another, our environment and 
the Divine. My art represents the 
organic flow of energy that can be 

observed all throughout life. It’s in 
the wind, the plants, the animals, 
our dance moves and anywhere else 
you look! It’s the energy in rhythm 
that is guided by a higher order. 

“All of our thoughts, words 
and actions affect other people and 
the environment around us. By 
striving to do our best individually, 
we create ripples of great change 
throughout the world.

“Art is known to have a strong 
influence on our emotions. I strive 
to create paintings that emit the 
most calming and uplifting ener-
gies. Through conscious choice we 
can create environments that are 
conductive to Love and Harmony.”

Domè has invited Little Star 
to perform as part of her symposi-
um. Little Star is a visionary musi-
cian and alchemist of sound. With 
her voice as her predominant medi-
um, she creates many layered com-
positions, weaving rich tapestries 
of melody, harmony, and word, to 
create soul-stirring offerings of po-
etry and prayer. 

Come meet Domè and learn 
more about her work on Sunday 
July 21 at 3 to 5pm. This event is 
free to the public. Please visit www.
shumeicrestone.org or call 256-
5284 for more information. Please 
call the office to confirm the office 
is open.

Healing Light class  
at Shumei July 27         

Jyorei is a simple yet profound healing art that by focusing spiritual 
light gradually penetrates and dissolves spiritual impurities or clouds 
that cause physical, emotional, 
and personal dilemmas. Join us at 
Shumei in Crestone for an intro-
ductory class on Saturday July 27 
at 3pm in the office. “Jyorei” means 
“purification of the spirit”. Mok-
ichi Okada developed this healing 
practice as a treatment for phys-
ical infirmities during the 1930s. 
Jyorei’s healing technique took its 
final form in 1947 a few years be-
fore Okada’s passing. 

Mitsunari Kato, who is an 
instructor of Jyorei healing in 
Crestone, will give an introducto-
ry class with healthy snacks and 
drinks. All are welcome. Call the 
office at 719-256-5284 for more in-
formation. 

Domè will be providing a demonstration as part of the July 21 symposium at Shumei in 
Crestone.

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

crestonebacaresiliency.net

“… when we touch the earth, 
we touch a foundation of inter-

dependence and impermanence…”
   - Waylon H. Lewis
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by Paula Hudson
There is a lot going on this 

month, so read carefully.  
First, July 4 the Gallery will 

be having a drawing for a water-
color print by Paula Hudson (moi).  
The print is of three cowboys rest-
ing by a stream after a busy day.  It 
is on archival paper and valued at 
$125. All you have to do is wander 
on in, enjoy all the art surround-
ing you and enter the drawing by 
getting a ticket. The drawing will 
be at 4pm.

Second, on July 4 there 
will be a Grand Opening of the 
art supply store, Present and Cre-
ative, in the Sangre de Cristo Inn. 
Present and Creative is doubling 
its space so that they will have 
room for more art supplies and a 
workshop!  Don’t ya love it? Space 
for classes and ongoing projects 
and mentoring! We will be cross 
pollinating. What? We have asked 
the artists at the gallery and in 
Crestone Artists to join us in our 
Grand Opening of our new space 
and to hang work in Present and 
Creative and in the internal hall-
way of the Sangre de Cristo Inn. 
There will be treats!  There will 
also be drawings for prizes, com-
pliments of a County grant won 
by Present and Creative. The priz-

es consist of three $50 cash priz-
es. Each person is eligible for one 
prize. The drawings will be at 2, 3, 
and 4 pm.

Third, we are not done! The 
Gallery will be having an event 
on July 20 from 4 to 6pm, called 
No time for siesta, Fiesta! New art, 
food, wine! Bob Long will be provid-
ing the music and the free drawing 
will be for a wood creation by Pat 
Tesauro-Jackson. 

Come on down!

Kaboom! New playground  
at Creekside Park
continued from page 1

Thank goodness the Town 
also had applied for and received 
playground grants from the San 
Luis Valley Council of Govern-
ment, Saguache County Conser-
vation Trust Fund, and Saguache 
County Sales Tax Grants.   These 
funds were spent locally when pos-
sible and were used to bring in sev-
eral loads of dirt for Skoglund Ex-
cavating to prep Creekside Park.  
The grants also were able to cover 
the cost of port-a-potty rentals, 
extra dumpster, various supplies, 
and food for all volunteers. 

A big thank you to all the lo-
cal businesses that did the work 
to feed everyone on prep days, 
and to everyone who cooked for us 
on Build Day.  Allyson Ransom, 
Town Clerk, volunteered to be in 
charge of food that day.  Andrew 
D’Ambruoso, Administrative As-
sistant, came in early each morn-
ing to have coffee ready for all the 
volunteers.  Organizing Build Day 
was more work than expected.  
Town staff and other local volun-
teers under direct guidance from 
KaBoom Project Manager worked 
hard to organize and make the big 
event a happening

And then there was Build 
Day!  Volunteers showed up ready 
to work!  The atmosphere was one 
of unity, working in harmony, like 
we had all done this before. No 
professionals could have match 
or out done us.  Crestone Build a 
Playground!  That day was like 
no other, it was an unbelievably 
amazing event.  The community 

came together and built a play-
ground providing hundreds of kids 
in Crestone and all over San Luis 
Valley with a great safe place to 
play. 

 A special thanks goes to all 
of the volunteers and especially 
our young ones!  They played a 
huge roll in completing this pro-
ject. I had to laugh when one of 
the youth Design Team members, 
4-year-old Miles put his hands on 
his hips when watching the equip-
ment being unloaded stating, “I 
ordered blue slides!” 

Our reward will be watch-
ing our children play knowing you 
personally had a hand in provid-
ing Creekside Park Playground! 
Congratulations Crestone! 

Well done!                                                          

Crestone Artisans Gallery
Highlights!

Crestone Artisans Gallery

Wood creations by Pat Tesauro-Jackson.                                                              

Collage by Amir Hess.

Going Home, by Paula Hudson. Water-
color for the drawing at the gallery on July 
20.                              



The Crestone Eagle • July, 2019 • Page 11 

Over 100 people from the community donated their time, effort and laughter to the Kaboom! Park Build on June 6th, creating a lovely playground for the children of our community.     
 photos & collage by Lori Nagel
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The Divine Mother’s 30th 
Birthday Celebration  
at the Ashram July 21-22

Celebrate the Divine Mother’s 
30th Birthday at the Ashram July 
21 and 22! Go to www.BabajiAsh-
ram.org/30th-birthday for more in-
formation or call 719-256-4108.

HAPS

Dance for Crestone Peak
All people, of all ages and 

those who love to dance are invited 
to dance alive! at the Cloud Station, 
Saturday, July 20 at 7pm.  Dance to 
a variety of music from Pop, Disco, 
World Beat and Jazz!  Dress loose-
ly and bring your bells, rattles and 
drums.

This event is a fundraiser of 
the Crestone Peak Community 
Housing (a 501[c]3) affordable liv-
ing development for those 55+ at 
Living Wisdom Village, Elders Cre-
ating Community.  Cost? . . . a sug-
gested donation of $10.  For more 
info call Barbara Hoeppner 719-
256-4320 (after 10am).

Snow cones & car wash
The newly formed Crestone 

Youth Initiative is raising funds 
towards a Youth Club House on 
the Crestone Charter School cam-
pus!  Please visit our Fourth of July 
snow cone booth and our next car 
wash, TBD.  We invite your sup-
port, and please spread the word!  
Thank you!

HRRMC Wellness U offers 
“Cooking for Diabetes” class

 Heart of the Rockies Regional 
Medical Center’s Wellness U is of-
fering a four-week group “Cooking 
for Diabetes” class. The class pro-
vides meals and highlights healthy 
eating habits, blood sugar control, 
medication use and lifelong diabe-
tes management.

Classes will be held Thurs-
days, July 11-Aug. 1, from 11am-
1pm in the Wellness U Kitchen 
on the second floor of the HRRMC 
Outpatient Pavilion, 1000 Rush 
Dr., Salida. 

This program is designed for 
people who have been diagnosed 
with diabetes. One-on-one consul-
tations are available, and family 
members are welcome.

Classes are free; a one-time 
$25 donation is suggested. To reg-
ister, go to www.hrrmc.com/events 
or call 719-530-2057.

Workday & annual meeting 
at the Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge

The Friends of the San Luis 
Valley National Wildlife Refuges 
will hold their annual workday 
Saturday, July 13 at the pull-
out on the Monte Vista Wildlife 
Refuge on County Road 8S. We 
will meet at 9am and work until 
around noon. Volunteers should 
bring their own work gloves and 
water. Lunch will be provided for 
all volunteers and we will have 
a short annual meeting during 
lunch. All members and the pub-
lic are invited to attend. For more 
information, please contact Tim 
Armstrong at 719-852-2452.

Ziggy Eilets and Toby McCoy stop by the annual Neighbors Helping Neighbors (NHN) 
Garage Sale on Saturday, June 1, stylin’ in their hats and sport jackets and unique 
canes.      photo by Lori Nagel

Noah Baen, Jandi Namba and Jeanie Krogh searching for some treasures at the Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors (NHN) Garage Sale, which was held on June 6 in front of the 
Eagle office.      photo by Lori Nagel

The 6 students of Stephanie Buechler’s recent photography class, “Learning to See” are 
pictured here at the opening reception of their art exhibition, which is being displayed/
sold at “Shumei Shop/MoSPACE” through July 10.  L to R: (back) Brian Strauss, Lori 
Nagel (Sunflower), Matthew Duhaime, Stephanie Buechler (class instructor), Jean Collier, 
(front) Jessica Probert, Haley VanWalleghan.      photo by Maureen VanWalleghan

Jessica Probert (student), Stephanie Buechler (class instructor), and Maureen Eich 
VanWalleghan (gallery curator) socializing at the opening reception of the “Learning to 
See” Photography Class art exhibition, which was held at “Shumei Shop/MoSPACE” the 
afternoon of June 1.      photo by Lori Nagel

Summer 
Fun

Jam packed with  
Festivals, events, shopping, 

activities & more

Looking for more 

Happenings?   
Check out our guide to
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Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 

7-8am, 256-4108, www.babajiashram.org.
• Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by 

7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5248
• Tours, gallery & Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 719-

256-5284
• Open meditation & prayers 9-10am in Vajra 

Vidya Retreat Center Shrine Room. All are wel-
come. 256-5539. www.vajravidya.com

• Tours, Temple & Gift Shop—Haidakhandi Uni-
versal Ashram, 256-4108, info@babajiashram 
org, www.babajiashram.org.

• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
6-7pm. Chanting in Sanskirt and Hindi. All are 
welcome. 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, 
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Sunday Mass, Nada Hermitage, 256-4778 9-10am 
• Open Meditation, Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple 

(Choying Dzong) sitting & walking, 10am-1pm
• Sunday Service, Crestone Baptist Church 10am-noon
• Softball, Baca Park, 2pm, 719-256-4108 
• AA Meeting (open, discussion) Town Hall 7pm
Monday
• Al-Anon Meeting Crestone Baptist Church 1pm
Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga Mysore Style, Shakti 

Sharanam 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktishara-
nam.com, 256-5668

• NA Meeting (open) Little Shepherd 7:30pm
Wednesday
• Food Bank distribution, Crestone Food Bank 2-4pm
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinements, Shakti Sha-

ranam 8:30-10am, by donation, shaktisharanam.
com, 256-5668

Thursday
• AA Meeting (open, Book Study) Crestone Baptist 

Church, noon
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga Mysore Style, Shakti 

Sharanam 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktishara-
nam.com, 256-5668

Friday 
• Free Energy Workshop w/FayFerris, Little Shep-

herd Fellowship Hall, 12:45pm, 719-937-7684. 
By donation.

Saturday
• NA Meeting (open, Step Study) Little Shepherd 

Fellowship Hall 9am
• Saturday Market 10am-3pm
• Feel Free Ministries free meal, noon-4pm, Little 

Shepherd Fellowship Hall

Community Calendar—July 2019 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

1 July
• RadiantFlow (vinyasa~restorative)*All Levels 

Little Shepherd Hall 10-11:15am
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Meeting 

Alder Meeting Room 5-7pm
2 July
• New Moon 
• New Moon Riwo Sangcho (Total Solar Eclipse) 

Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple (Choying Dzong) 
10-11am

• New-moon Fire Ceremony followed by a Meal 
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-noon

3 July
• Crestone Food Bank, next to Crestone Merc 

2-4pm
4 July
• Independence Day
• Art store grand opening Sangre de Cristo bldg 
• Gallery drawing for watercolor print Crestone Ar-

tisans Gallery 4-5pm
6 July
• Salida Aspen Concert, Salida High School Audi-

torium 6:30pm
7 July
• Guided Meditation, Chamma Ling Retreat Cen-

ter 2-3:30pm
• Sunday mass at Nada Nada Hermitage 9-10am
8 July
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Meeting, Al-

der Meeting Room 9:30am-5pm
10 July
• CEOLP/IFC meeting Little Shepherd Church 7-9pm
• Crestone Food Bank, next to Crestone Merc 

2-4pm
11 July
• Guru Rinpoche Tsok Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist 

Temple (Choying Dzong) 6-8pm
• Rumi Study Circle.  All welcome. Golden Light 

Sufi Circle 4-6pm, 719-588-8604
13 July
• Salida Aspen Concert, Salida High School Audi-

torium 6:30pm
14 July
• Haki’s Mystical Qur’an class + potluck Golden 

Light Sufi Circle 4-6pm, 719-588-8604
• Sampai Shumei International Institute 10:30-noon
15 July
• RadiantFlow (restorative~vinyasa) Tibetan 

Sound Harmony Little Shepherd Fellowship Hall 
10am-noon

16 July
• Full Moon
• Full Moon Riwo Sangcho (Partial Solar Eclipse) 

Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple (Choying Dzong) 
10-11am

• Full-Moon Fire Ceremony (Guru Purnima) fol-
lowed by a Meal, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 
10am-12:30pm

17 July
• Crestone Food Bank next to Crestone Merc 

2-4pm
• Karma Yoga Projects & Mini Workshops Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram 10am-5pm
18 July
• Darshan & Dialogue Public Program Nevei 

Kodesh, Boulder 7:30-9pm
• Karma Yoga Projects & Mini Workshops Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram 10am-5pm
19 July
• Awake in the Bardo retreat, Colorado College 

720-525-0035
• Darshan & Dialogue Public Program, Nevei 

Kodesh, Boulder 7:30-9pm
• Karma Yoga Projects & Mini Workshops Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram 10am-5pm
20 July
• Awake in the Bardo retreat, Colorado College 

720-525-0035
• Dance for Crestone Peak, Cloud Station 7pm
• Darshan & Dialogue Public Program Nevei 

Kodesh, Boulder 1:30-6pm
• Fiesta, Gallery Crestone Artisans Gallery 4-6pm
• Presentations of the Divine Mother as Mother 

Earth, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-5pm
• Salida Aspen Concert, Salida High School Audi-

torium 6:30pm
21 July
• Art Symposium for Dome Moon at Shumei 

Shumei International Institute 3-5pm
• Awake in the Bardo retreat, Colorado College 

720-525-0035
• Darshan & Dialogue Public Program, Nevei 

Kodesh, Boulder 2-6:30pm
• Fire Ceremony & Celebration, Divine Mother’s 30th 

Birthday Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-2pm
22 July
• Fire Ceremony & Celebration, Divine Mother’s 30th 

Birthday Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-2pm
• Summer Children’s Riding Program Baca Sta-

bles 8-10:30am

24 July
• Crestone Food Bank next to Crestone Merc 

2-4pm
25 July
• Dark Skies presentation Baca Nat’l Wildlife Ref-

uge 8pm
27 July
• Dakini Tsok, Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple 

(Choying Dzong) 6-8pm
• Healing Light class at Shumei Shumei Interna-

tional Institute 3-5pm
• Music from the Heart, Crestone Baptist Church 

1-5pm
• Salida Aspen Concert, Salida High School Audi-

torium 6:30pm
31 July
• Crestone Food Bank next to Crestone Merc 

2-4pm
• New-moon Fire Ceremony followed by a Meal 

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-noon
3 August
• Salida Aspen Concerts Salida High School Audi-

torium 6:30pm
4 August
• Guided Meditation Chamma Ling Retreat Center 

2-3:30pm
5 August
• Summer Children’s Riding Program, Baca Sta-

bles 8-10:30am
9 August
• Unconditionally Loving Workshop, Baca Town-

houses 9am-1pm
10 August
• Salida Aspen Concerts, Clearview Community 

Church 6:30pm
• Unconditionally Loving Workshop, Baca Town-

houses 9am-1pm
11 August
• Unconditionally Loving Workshop, Baca Town-

houses 9am-1pm
12 August
• Summer Children’s Riding Program, Baca Sta-

bles 8-10:30am
16 August
• 30th Crestone Energy Fair   
17 August
• 30th Crestone Energy Fair   
18 August
• 30th Crestone Energy Fair   

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on� THANKS!

When you’re done, please turn the online 
classifieds plugin back on. THANKS!
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Vivia Lawson
In the Year of the Tiger, wom-

en are not considered to be mar-
riageable because tigers are very 
opinionated and very forceful and 
strong and wonderful. So, I think 
it’d be pretty cool to be a tiger and 
I’m really happy that my lunar an-
imal year, Chinese animal year, is 
Tiger.

Scott Carlson
I am a dolphin. Fun story . . 

. In 2016, I was down at the Cres-
tone Saturday market and I was 
drawn to this really beautiful neck-
lace, a crystal necklace, and I went 
right to it.  I’m not generally a big 
jewelry person, but I knew I had 
to have it. I saw the two little dol-
phins attached to the blue orgonite 
crystal. It was at Michael Divine’s 
table, who—y’all know Michael; 
he’s a beautiful soul. The next 
thing I know, I received this pow-
erful, amazing necklace. Michael 
put it on me and a crazy thing 
happened. A week later, I was in-
vited by Robbyne LaPlant, a sha-
man priestess I’ve been studying 
with from Mt. Shasta, to go swim 
with the wild dolphins in Bimini. I 
immediately signed up. That next 
spring of 2017, I was in Bimini for a 
week swimming with the wild dol-

phins every day from 11 o’clock in 
the morning till 7 o’clock at night. 
I was with my people, my dolphins, 
my joy, my love. It’s interesting to 
share that over the years, quite a 
few times, healers and mystics I’ve 
met with have told me that I’ve 
had many lives in Atlantis working 
with the dolphins and the crystals. 
This always resonated with me. So 
I am definitely a dolphin. And . . . I 
do love the whales!

Jonathan Roux
I wouldn’t say, “want to be” 

but I’ve always identified with the 
wolf. I’ve always seen myself as 
part of the Wolf clan, keeper of the 
sacred fire. So, I guess my spirit an-
imal would be a wolf, but I’ve had 
many gifts from many different an-
imals. 

Jane Kwan
Well, I’ve never thought how I 

would want to be an animal per se, 
but just thinking about that, that’s 
an excellent question because birds 
are all over my paintings. So, over 
many years of painting, other than 
trying portraits and landscapes 
and this and that, this is a pretty 
constant theme in my doodling and 
my sketches, etc., and animal sym-
bols do come out. I have had snakes 

and horses and stuff like that, but 
consistently it’s been a bird figure. 
So whether I want to become a 
bird, maybe unconsciously.  I never 
thought it out, “Oh, I want to do a 
bird or draw a bird.” It just comes 
out from within, kind of a psychic 
process, a spiritual process, in ex-
pressing them that way. I looked up 
birds, and I thought maybe these 
are mythic birds, symbolism, in my 
work. And it’s wonderful; it’s very 
meaningful because mythic birds 
have that spiritual component of 
the link between heaven and earth. 
It’s about freedom. It’s about pow-
er. It’s a good symbol. So, maybe 
unconsciously I want to be become 
that, through kind of an actual-
ization process.  We all seek that. 
We’re all looking for the light. We 
want to fly and we want to be free!

David Nelson
I wrote a song a while ago—
“I want to be what I want to 

be, a butterfly
on a balmy day, a river otter, 

sliding in play,
on the banks of an ancient riv-

er before there
were men, that’s where I wan-

na be.  Come
be a river otter with me!”

Heather D’Alessio
I would be a goat because 

I wouldn’t have to wear shoes, or 
clothes for that matter. And if I 
really like somebody and I didn’t 
have the words to tell them, I could 
just pee on their feet.  And if I 
didn’t like them, well, I could show 
them what my horns were for!  All 
I would have to do all day is stand 
around and eat and I wouldn’t even 
have to chew my food.  When I was 
bored, I could cough it up and chew 

it. I would definitely want to be a 
wild goat. Only problem is that my 
youth would only last about two 
years and I would be an old lady 
by the age of 10. The only other 
negative I could think of would be 
that my husband would be such a 
blubbering macho man and I would 
only find that attractive for about 
two minutes out of each year!

Taleb Nelson
I, Taleb Nelson, would like to 

be a platypus because platypi are 
so eccentric and I feel like I’m an 
eccentric character myself. They 
lay eggs. I’m not saying I want to 
lay eggs, but . . . ! (laughing) But, 
they have a barb on their toe and 
they can sting and they’re just so 
different. That’s kind of like the 
middle finger to the animal king-
dom, and I feel it!

Sam Finnell
If I could be any animal, I 

would be a cat because I could just 
rule the world.  I could poo on the 
floor and my owner would just let 
me stare into their eyes while they 
pick it up and I’d just laugh on the 
inside; just watch them struggle. 
That’d be pretty hilarious. And I 
think it’d be pretty funny to just 
knock things off of shelves and just 
be like, “Yep! Whadda you gonna do 
about it?!”

If you have feedback or sugges-
tions for future topics, please email 
peacelorilove@gmail.com.  In ad-
dition to being the Staff Photogra-
pher for The Crestone Eagle since 
2012, Lori Nagel is a freelance pho-
tographer, graphic designer & web 
designer.  www.sunflowerstudios.
us.com

What animal would you want to be?
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Original music at Crestone 
Baptist Church July 27

On July 27 at 1pm local 
groups will be playing their origi-
nal music at the Crestone Baptist 
Church.

In the lineup will be The Sai 
Sisters. Meryl Ennis and Karen Che-
noweth are two outstanding vocal-
ists with intertwining harmonies & 
an acoustic guitar here to spread the 
Love! Their music is an expression of 
human values such as Love, Truth, 
Right Action & Service to Others in a 
wide range of popular genres.

They have performed at 
spiritual centers, spiritual retreats 
around the country, local venues, 
shared their original music on an 
international internet radio sta-
tion and performed at International 
Women’s Day in Puttiparthi, India.

Eric Karlstrom, formerly a 
university geography professor in 
California, now lives in Crestone/
Baca and is pursuing his second ca-
reer as a musician.  His 20 self-pro-
duced CDs feature his original 
songs on guitar, banjo, and piano as 
well as his lead and harmony vocals 
in the bluegrass, gospel, folk, coun-

try, and popular styles (see www.er-
ickarlstrom.com).  Eric has played 
in numerous bluegrass bands and 
folk-country combos over the years 
and now enjoys performing as a solo 
artist.  He has performed locally, 
nationally, and internationally. His 
two most recent CDs, Gospel Re-
frain and All American, All Orig-
inal, Solo 5-String Banjo, were re-
corded at Don Richmond’s Howlin’ 
Dog Studio in Alamosa and released 
in 2018.

Crestone Songbirds will be in-
cluded in our lineup. 

Also performing will be our 
very own Crestone Baptist Church 
praise team, Eddy and Rita Byerly, 
and Lynn Ertle will be performing 
Christian praise songs during in-
termission between sets.  Eddy and 
Rita came to Crestone last May 
from Vidor, TX. Eddy has been a 
music leader while Rita plays the 
piano and Lynn sings along. They 
have been a great asset to the 
praise team. 

Dollar General store comes to Moffat
by Leigh Mills
A Dollar General store will soon open in Moffat, CO on the corner of 

the T Road and Highway 17.  Based in Kentucky, Dollar General began in 
1956 to “dispose of a large quantity of lingerie” 1 and other merchandise 
for under a dollar.  Now it is one of the biggest chains of discount stores 
offering very low prices on mostly imported items and processed food.  

Their website has a document called “Serving Others Report” where 
this paragraph was found:  “Dollar General is proud to live its mission 
every day by providing our customers with quality products at great 
prices in more than 15,000 convenient shopping locations. Our core val-
ues include respecting the dignity and differences of others and provid-
ing employees with opportunities for development, and we work hard to 
strengthen our communities through economic development and sustain-
able business practices while furthering literacy and education efforts.” 2

Public opinion about the new Dollar General varies.  Some don’t 
care, some are very excited and happy, and others are mad.  Pro’s range 
from having the Saguache County tax base increased and those funds 
staying in our County instead of going out; fewer miles to drive for big 
bags of toilet paper, diapers, milk and munchies—especially for those 
who live in Moffat; job opportunities for locals; and for one, “a good wind 
break”.  Con’s include having a “tacky-looking” store; it could adversely 
impact our local retailers; and an employer with a track record of em-
ployment discrimination, occupational safety and health issues, envi-
ronmental concerns, recalls, and product safety. 3 

No matter what your opinion, Dollar General is here.  The future 
will tell how it helps or hinders our community. 

1, 3 Corporate Research Project—“Dollar General:  Corporate Rap 
Sheet” www.corp-research.org/dollar-general

2 Dollar General website “Serving Others Report”:  http://bit.
ly/2FnOZnO 

The Sai Sisters, Meryl Ennis and Karen Chenoweth. 

Eric Karlstrom.

     Structural 
           Integration

 Stand Up Straight 
&

Feel Great Again!

                  Buddy Frank
                   Crestone, CO 
                719-221-1151                      
        www.effortlessbeing.com

       

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

Emergencies Welcome❖
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges 
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Permanent Crowns

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Modern Technology 
Digital X-Rays

prepared and delivered in one appointment

• Private Yoga & Qigong Instruction
• Spiritual Counseling & Mentoring

• Phoenix Rising Yoga Therapy
 For physical & emotional transformation

• Sacred Sexuality Instruction
• Nature as Medicine  

  & Couples Retreats

Ask about locals’ rates!
www.ginambarrett.com   719.345.6007

Somatic and Eastern Therapies 

Gina Barrett, 
   BS, MIA, E-RYT, C-IAYT
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Teyuna praying to return to 
Crestone in September

Those of us fortunate to have 
attended the Teyuna presentation 
in Town Hall Park last September 
will likely agree that no gather-
ing in our international village at 
the foot of sacred mountains has 
knocked our socks off quite like 
that.

The Teyuna have for millen-

nia dwelled in harmony with the 
ways of Se (Spirit) and are on in-
timate (holographic) terms with 
Mother Nature. They bring paga-
mento, which is their sacred duty of 
repaying Mother Earth for her con-
stant gifts . . . and thereby bringing 
healing to the land and its waters. 
They are glad to share their teach-

ings and their quiet ability to total-
ly commune with mountains and 
streams, whose energies they can 
enliven and seal.

The Mamos and Zagas (holy 
men and women) of the Teyuna 
have realized that our remarkable 
community holds a preponderance 
of both light and dark energies. On 
the globe’s highest coastal moun-
tain, dwelling at “the Heart of the 
World” in Colombia, for centuries 
they also have lived with such big 
energies. Their wisdom would not 
be how to get rid of dark energies—
but rather how to live in balance 
with these forces . . . how to remain 
in harmony and to do no harm. For 
this they would visit us again.

Kindly mark your calendars 
from September 1-4, and consider 
signing up for a personal healing.

Teyuna Foundation director, 
Mary Gaetjens (mary@teyuna-
foundation.org), is glad to hear 
from you, and you can keep posted 
at teyunafoundation.org. 

Let’s learn to live in harmony 
. . . from deep within . . . and keep 
our connection with the Heart of 
the World strong.                     

Greetings, Dear 
Homsaps, new ebook 
from Paki S. Wright 

Local author Paki S. Wright 
has published a new ebook of “spec-
ulative fiction” called Greetings, 
Dear Homsaps. 

“It’s about the big changes our 
planet’s going through, the hypo-
thetical shift from 3-4-5D,” Wright 
said. “And an older woman in Col-
orado who gets messages from an 
off-planet collective called Fasolati-
do. I wanted to have some fun with 
the idea of an “alt-topian” future as 
opposed to all the doom and gloom 
out there. You could call Greetings, 
Dear Homsaps a fantasy, but it’s a 
playful one.”

New York Times best-selling 
author Alicia Bay Laurel, (Living on 
the Earth), called it a “page-turning 
romp through the field of quantum 
possibilities.” Wright added “We 
need positive alternative visions of 
the future, otherwise how will we 
create a saner, more enlightened 
world?” The ebook is available on 
Amazon and other online outlets.

Mamo Rodrigo and Mamo Senchina

Peter and the Starcatcher
A play by Rick Elice

Music by Wayne Barker
Based on the novel by

Dave berry and Ridley Prearson
May 31 - August 25

June 14 - August 8

June 28 - August 24

July 26 - September 14

August 16 - September 13

June 1 - September 6

July 11, 12, & 13

May 31 - September 14  /  Our 54th season 

Ripcord
by David Lindsay-Abaire

Little Shop of Horrors
Book and Lyrics by Howard Ashman

Music by Alan Menken
Based on the �lm by Ro�er Corman

Screenplay by Charles Griffith

Pride and Prejudice
by Kate Hamill

Based on the novel by Jane Austen

Hazardous Materials
by Beth Kander

Boomtown
Explosive Improv Comedy

�e KID Show� Derring-Do
Written by Diana Grisanti

Directed by Brittni Shambaugh Addison

719/658-2540          your theatre, always        creederep.org

“I think it is impossible to 
have a less than 

stellar experience at 
Harding dental. 

Everything just goes 
perfectly all the time, 

every time.“ -D.D.

h a r d i n g d e n t a l g r o u p . c o m

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS
Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD • ORTHODONTICS

South Fork  
138 Ponderosa Drive 

South Fork, CO

719.873.6021

Alamosa
688 Del Sol Drive 

Alamosa, CO

719.298.3373

patient story

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS

MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS

MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

@HardingDentalGroup @HardingDental

STILL MOUNTAIN
    Classical Five-Element

ACUPUNCTURE
 Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
Treating the whole person~body, mind & spirit

719 - 256 - 4775
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Living Wisdom Developmental blues
by Tom deMers, 
CPCH board member
Living Wisdom Village, El-

ders Creating Community (LWV). 
Sounds good, right? Perhaps you’d 
like to live there. Then why hasn’t 
an idea that’s too good to fail blos-
somed into reality? An affordable 
community for persons fifty-five 
and older, eco-friendly and with a 
meeting room for sharing meals, 
movies and meetings. Perhaps 
most important, a village of people 
who love Crestone and want to stay 
here, age in place as their lives re-
quire more support. For almost 
two years Crestone Peak Commu-
nity Housing (CPCH), the umbrel-
la group driving the project, has 
struggled to find the initial puzzle 
piece to bring that dream to life: 
land. Acquiring land in or near the 
town has proven difficult.

A 2016 market study made 
clear that an intown site close to 
services is preferred by the old-
er population LWV would serve. 
Realtor Vivia Lawson, a former 
LWV board member, pointed to 
the town’s small footprint as part 
of the problem: few lots combined 
with little turnover means pur-
chase options are limited. CPCH 
Project Manager Akia Tanara re-
ports that properties have been 
discussed with fourteen landown-
ers since 2018, and no deals have 
been struck, often because of is-
sues with wells and water rights. 
Tanara said many owners simply 
want to keep their land in the fam-

ily. The board of directors has ex-
panded their search to county land 
adjacent to the town with little 
success, although the search con-
tinues. Others, who did not wish to 
be named, suggested that inflexible 
zoning regulations were restricting 
growth. Some went further to ar-
gue that Crestone had an anti-de-
velopment mindset and wanted to 
remain “the little town that time 
forgot.” 

Kirsten Schreiber chairs the 
Board of CPCH. She is frustrated 
with the lack of progress but leads 
with optimism. “Each experience 
brings us more clarity,” she says; 
“Every no is one step closer to a 
yes.” Looking beyond the Board’s 
current situation, she trusts in the 
importance of the Living Wisdom 
idea. She is sure it will happen 
when the time is right. Her faith in 
the future will be borne out on July 
20 when Dance Alive! comes to the 
Cloud Station. This event, hosted 
by DJ B Hoep, will raise funds for 
LWH.

Clearly numerous factors 
have combined to prevent an idea 
that many favor from becoming a 
reality. Of course, we are talking 
about “enlightenment town” where 
“numinous” factors may also be 
in play. Perhaps the spirits up on 
Paranormal Way have put a hex on 
development, preferring cremation 
to creation. Who can say? Put liv-
ing wisdom in your prayers, make 
the village one of the beads in your 
mala. And stay tuned.

Little Shepherd plaque installed at Little Pearl
On Sunday, June 16 a plaque commemorating Little Shepherd in the 

Hills’ 70 years of service to the Crestone community was placed in Little 
Pearl Park plaza mandala. The brass plaque depicts the rustic log cabin 
built around 1911 that was later moved to its present location and given 
to the church in 1949 by cattleman Alfred Collins. Today congregants still 
enjoy the traditional Episcopal Church Eucharist service twice a month in 
the simple log cabin on the banks of North Crestone Creek.

Father Mike Fey and the Little Shepherd congregation in Little Pearl Park

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

The Trouble Shooter
Master Builder with 44 years experience  

in all phases of construction & repair

David Burrill 719-588-6961
davidburrill11@gmail.com

Photovoltaic & Hot Water Solar  
Design & Installation

 

Construction Consultation & Design      Building Tools Rental

Agua Solar
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Haidakhandi 
Universal 
Ashram news

by Ramloti
It was a great June here with 

many visitors and delightful weath-
er. We love every day that we can sit 
outside on our lawn for lunch. We 
are so blessed to live in Crestone.

The new-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Tuesday, July 2 
and the full-moon fire ceremony is 
on Tuesday, July 16 (Guru Purnima, 
the day you honor your teacher). All 
fire ceremonies begin at 10am and 
are followed by a meal. Morning 
aarati is at 7am with evening aarati 
at 6pm. We generally have a small 
fire ceremony after morning aarati 
when there is not a big fire ceremo-
ny scheduled. 

We are excited that the festival, 
celebrating our Divine Mother’s 30th 
birthday, is this month. The main 
celebration days will be on Saturday 
and Sunday, July 20 and 21. On Sat-
urday, July 20 at 10am there will be a 
gathering of people and groups shar-
ing what they are doing to honor and 
support our Mother Earth. On Sun-
day, July 21 there will be a large fire 
ceremony at 10am followed by a cel-
ebration honoring our Mother Earth 
with song, poetry, music, and medita-
tion, followed by a huge Indian feast. 

There will also be programs 
each day beginning on Tuesday, 
July 16 with the fire ceremony for 
Guru Purnima at 10am followed by 
chanting and a feast. For the sched-
ule of workshops, karma yoga morn-
ings, and other activities please 
visit our website at www.babajiash-
ram.org/30th-birthday. You are also 
welcome to call at 719-256-4108 or 
email at info@babajiashram.org. 
If you would like to do a presenta-
tion either on Saturday or Sunday 

for the celebration, please contact 
us at the above numbers. We hope 
to spend much of this special time 
with many of you.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is full 
of wonderful items from India and is 
open every day from 10am until 5pm. 
We have many lovely, gently-worn 
Punjabi suits and saris at 50% off, as 
well as yards of silk fabric for $2 a 
yard. We invite you to come in and 
if you mention this article, we will 
happily give you a 10% discount on 
all non-sale items. We deeply appre-
ciate your support. Our shop website 
has many items on-line at http://ma-
halakshmishop.wazala.com.

Please visit our website at 
www.babajiashram.org to find out 
more about the Ashram. We also in-
vite you to visit the Ashram at any 
time. We love to share Shri Baba-
ji’s and Mother’s home with others. 
Just drop by or give us a call at 719-
256-4108.

by Dr. Eric Weiss, MFT
There are different ways in 

which we can look at the relation-
ship between ourselves and the 
world.  

On one extreme, we can see 
the world as a vast and indifferent 
environment in which we are just a 
tiny and unimportant spec. When 
we see the world in this way, it be-
comes almost impossible to make 
sense of the vicissitudes of life.  The 
sum total of our wisdom, from this 
perspective, is “shit happens.”

On the other extreme, we 
can focus on the way that each of 
us inhabits the world in a unique 
way, and we can imagine that our 
personal world is arranged just for 
us.  This way of thinking about the 
world can be very tricky.  Paranoia 
is one way that this imagination 
can play out: “It’s all about me, and 
they’re out to get me.”  Or we could 
imagine, in another mode, that 
some Benificent Power is arranging 
everythng just for my benefit.

But neither of these extremes 
is really justifiable.  Paranoia is an 
extreme oversimplification, and 

everyday life is too painful to have 
been arranged to further my ego 
project.

Sri Aurobindo suggests a kind 
of middle position.  Each of us is the 
Divine, self-multiplied, self-limited 
and self-absorbed.  We are Divine 
beings who have become lost in 
the great play of Nature that is the 
world, and have forgotten the free-
dom, the bliss and the absoluteness 
that are our Divine birthright.  Na-
ture, the world, is arranged so as to 
eventually enable us to evolve back 
into our Divinity.

The world is not a vast indif-
ferent environment, but rather a 
series of circumstances designed to 
ultimately awaken us to our Divine 
nature.  But it is not arranged for 
the convenience of our egos.  As we 
more and more orient ourselves to 
the Divine, we more and more see 
the difficult circumstances of life as 
challenges to our egos, and as in-
vitations to lessen our attachments 
to the finite and to open to that One 
which is alone our refuge from all 
vicissitudes.

Celebrate the Divine Mother’s 30th birth-
day at the Ashram July 21 and 22! Go to 
www.BabajiAshram.org/30th-birthday for 
more information or call 719-256-4108.

Sri Aurobindo  
Learning Center
Our relationship with the world

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.orgMAITRI MASSAGE

Awareness Based Massage Therapy

ANNE ROSS, LMT
INCORPORATING DEEP TISSUE, THERAPEUTIC & ACUPRESSURE TECHNIQUES

719-588-8727 anneross1@icloud.com

Anna Louise B. Stewart

Core Chi Transformation 
Energy & Bodywork Combined 

Specialty in the Abdomen

970.290.7710    AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
CoreChiTransformation.com

Cosmic Tea Party
Immediate 

transfi guration 
through energy healing 

combined with 
guidance from 

the subtle realms

...................................................................................................

Anna Louise Stewart & Noona O’Riley
Noona: 719.270.7710

noonaoriley47@yahoo.com
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Unconditional Love 3-day program 
offered in August

by Ramloti
Unconditional love is often 

recommended or strived for but sel-
dom given or experienced, leading 
many to believe it is not even possi-
ble. The definition of unconditional 
love is caring about the happiness 
of another person without wanting 
anything in return. With Uncondi-
tional Love, people are not disap-
pointed or angry when we make 
our foolish mistakes, when we 
don’t do what they want, or even 
when we inconvenience them per-
sonally. Unconditional Love fills us 
up, makes us whole, and gives us 
the happiness we all want. 

When I use the word happi-
ness, I do not mean the brief and 
superficial pleasure that comes 
from money, sex, power, or the con-
ditional approval we earn from oth-
ers when we behave as they want. 
Nor do I mean the temporary feel-
ing of satisfaction we experience in 
the absence of immediate conflict 
or disaster, nor is it the feeling we 
get from being entertained or mak-

ing people do what we want.   
Most of us suffer greatly from 

pain caused by the lack of uncondi-
tional love in our lives, and we use 
power, sex, money and pleasing to 
make ourselves feel better.  But, 
sadly, those strategies don’t hav-
ing lasting effects.  What will truly 
help us feel better—less stressed 
and more peaceful—is uncondition-
al love.

We offer a three-day program 
that will help folks feel uncondi-
tional love and find ways to bring 
this into their lives on a permanent 
basis. The dates are Friday, August 
9 through Sunday, August 11, from 
9am until 1pm. We will learn to 
identity our unproductive behav-
iors and see how self-sabotaging 
they are to our deeper quest of find-
ing deep peace and happiness. Par-
ticipants will be helped to see how 
many times a day we lie, manipu-
late, judge, attack others, react out 
of fear, try to control others, blame 
our anger on others, play the vic-
tim, run, respond with passive-ag-

gressive behavior, and a myriad of 
other fear-based behaviors. These 
have become so common we often 
call them “normal” but they are ac-
tually destroying our relationships, 
our families, and our societies.

This work for me has been 
the most profound thing in my life 
since I met Shri Babaji in 1981, 
and I am happy to share it with 
folks. For this reason I became an 
Unconditionally Loving coach. For 
more information on the workshop 
go to the website www.uncondition-
allyloving.com or just give me a call 
at 719-480-5514. Myself and other 
Unconditionally Loving coaches 
are offering this so that others too 
can experience a deep and lasting 
sense of peace and fulfillment that 

deeply satisfies and enlarges the 
soul and doesn’t go away when cir-
cumstances are difficult but actual-
ly survives and even grows during 
hardship and struggle and when 
we share it with others.

        Keep garbage in a well-secured location.   
Only put out garbage on the morning of pickup.  
Clean garbage cans regularly to keep them odor 
free.

        Use a bear-resistant trash can or dumpster.  Make sure dumpsters are 
closed and the tops secured; don’t allow trash to overflow.

        If you don’t have secure storage, put items that might become smelly 
into the freezer until trash day.

        Bird feeders are a major source of bear/human conflicts.  Attract birds 
naturally with flowers and water baths.  Do not hang bird feeders from April 
15 to Nov. 15.

        Do not feed wildlife, such as deer, turkeys or small mammals.

        Don’t allow bears to become comfortable around your house.  Yell at 
them, throw things at them, make noise to scare them off.

        Secure compost piles.  Bears are attracted to the scent of rotting food - 
and they’ll eat anything.

        Keep garage doors closed.  Lock your doors when you’re away from 
home and at night.  Keep the bottom floor windows of your house closed 
when you’re not at home.

        Do not keep food in your vehicle; roll up windows and lock the doors of 
your vehicles.

        When camping, keep a clean camp; secure all food and coolers in a 
locked vehicle after you’ve eaten.

        Talk to your neighbors and kids about being bear aware.

        If you keep small livestock or pets, keep animals in a fully covered 
enclosure, don’t store food outside, keep enclosures clean to minimize odors, 
hang rags soaked in ammonia around the enclosure.  

        If you have bee hives, install electric fencing where allowed.

For more information please call the Monte Vista wildlife office at 1-719-587-6900

Let’s keep bears WILD!
Take simple steps to avoid conflicts with bears

Cottonwood Creek in the Baca, June 2019. The creek has changed dramatically since 
1995. Before, it would flood about once every 4 years. That’s when we’d know it was 
going to be a bad mosquito year. Now the creek overflows its banks almost every year, 
becoming a fast running river over 75 ft. wide in places.                       photo by Gordon Chu 

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence
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As received by Earl LeRoy,
Free Spirit Christian 

Church
Test the spirits—My sheep 

know My voice
Lord, last night I heard an-

other voice and I did not answer 
because it did not sound like You. 
Then I heard You say, “You’ve 
passed the test.” What was that 
about?

My sheep hear My voice and 
will not listen to a strange voice. 
Yes, you heard another voice and 
you didn’t say, “Yes, Lord,” but 
prayed to Me and sought Me. That 
is passing the test. Whenever an-
ything tries to draw your atten-
tion to it, you should always seek 
Me. (Test the spirits) You know 
My voice. You know My heart. You 
know My Word.

 The enemy would love to dis-
tract you from Me and get you off 
track to lead you into confusion.  
As you come closer to Me, he would 
love to derail you from where you 
are going. 

 You ask why is it like this? 
Why do we have to put up with the 
devil’s tactics? Why do we have to 
overcome him constantly? It is be-
cause so many people are held cap-
tive by the devil, It is a captivity of 
their own choosing and they must 
choose Me in order to be free. You 
see, they have to choose Me over 
the devil. In the Garden, Adam was 
supposed to choose Me by an act of 
his own freewill (the Tree of Life) 
instead of the Tree of the Knowl-

edge of Good 
and Evil.

 If a person has but one choice, 
he has no choice at all. Every per-
son has freewill and every person 
must exercise his or her own free-
will freely. No one can be forced to 
choose. I cannot choose for them 
nor can you choose for them. I cre-
ated everyone to be with Me and I 
love everyone I created. One who 
has chosen Me will become one 
with Me. For people to walk with 
Me in the garden in the cool of the 
day, they must get to know Me not 
just know of Me. 

 People think I have judg-
ments against them and count all 
their sins against them, so they are 
afraid to approach Me. The truth 
is that I have already paid for all 
of their sins and I have taken their 
judgment on to Myself. Only when 
they get a revelation of this fact will 
people allow Me in their hearts to 
really know Me, and be born again 
of My Holy Spirit and see and hear 
clearly in the spirit realm.

 Everyone who loves Me from 
their freewill are the freest they can 
be. In My love they walk in liberty 
and can love others as themselves. 
I fill them with My love so they can 
pour it out to others freely and in 
abundance. They understand that 
love is freedom, and peace is alive 
in their souls.  In this peace they 
come to know My voice and will not 
follow a stranger.

 I love you all, Jesus

Colorado’s Online Voter Registration sys-
tem reaches over 2 million transactions

Since the debut of the online voter registration system (OLVR) in 
2010, Coloradans have made more than 2.4 million transactions using 
the system. This number includes registration updates like changes in 
party affiliation or address, new registrations, and withdrawals.

In 2010, Colorado became the fourth state to allow online voter 
registration after a law was passed during the 2009 legislative session. 
According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, as of 2018, 
37 states and the District of Columbia have online voter registration. 
Under former Secretary Bernie Buescher, the Secretary of State’s office 
implemented the online voter registration program. Online voter reg-
istration, along with same-day voter registration and automatic voter 
registration, helps make Colorado’s election system one of the most ac-
cessible for eligible voters in the country.

“Colorado has been a leader in ensuring access to elections for eli-
gible voters. The fact that our online voter registration system has been 
used over 2 million times shows how accessibility is key to higher voter 
participation, and accurate and secure voter rolls,” said Secretary Jena 
Griswold.

Voters have used OLVR to update their registration 2,000,054 
times. In addition to that, 416,731 Coloradans have used OLVR to regis-
ter for the first time in Colorado. That means there has been a combined 
2,416,785 transactions since its rollout in 2010.

Coloradans who need to register to vote or update their registration 
can visit www.govotecolorado.com.

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Bible Study Thursdays       6:00 pm                       
Prayer Services Mon & Fri       10:00 am                   
Food Bank Tuesdays     2-4 pm
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday  8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

 

Full Food Menu & 
Weekly Specials

Admission Rates:
Adults - $15

Children (Ages 3-12) - $10
Seniors, College, Military 

(Ages 65+) - $12
Children 2 & under - FREE 

Dr Kim Engard ND, LAc

Now in Crestone Area Full-Time
Accepting New Patients-Discounts for Valley Residents

Holistic Medicine for Mind, Body & Spirit

Homeopathy/Chinese Medicine/Physical Medicine
Detox Plans/Specialty Formulations

(719) 428-3178
Corner of T Road and HWY 17 (Moffat)

www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com
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What is Sound Therapy & why is it of value?
by Pamela Hughes
“If you want to find the secrets 

of the Universe, think in terms 
of Energy, Frequency and Vibra-
tion.”—Nikola Tesla

“Sound is the medicine of the 
future.”—Edgar Cayce

Sound Therapy is one of the 
oldest forms of healing. Many of the 
ancient civilizations used sound for 
healing and raising consciousness . . 
. Greece, Africa, China and India to 
name a few. 

My name is Pam Hughes. I’ve 
been working with the vibrations of 
tuning forks, Tibetan bowls, harp 
and voice for over 20 years and have 
seen amazing results. Specific forks 
are used on acupuncture points 
while the small harp and Tibetan 
bowls can be placed directly on the 
body while toning/vocalizing. Spe-
cific protocols are used for each per-
son depending on their individual 
needs using these tools.  

Sound therapy balances and 
restores harmony for your mind and 
body. It’s a powerful form of healing 
that relaxes your body, helping to 
release pent up energy and it heals 
itself while also helping your heart, 
breathing rate, blood pressure, and 
releasing muscle tension. The vi-
brations from a treatment can last 
up to 72 hours after the session. 

Just because the session has ended 
doesn’t mean the vibrations have 
. . . this is due to the fact that the 
human body is 80% fluid. The vi-
brations from these different sound 
tools and instruments are moving 
throughout the fluids in your body 
releasing stagnant energy and pain 
at a cellular level. 

An analogy is that of throwing 
a pebble into a pond watching the 
concentric circles moving outward . 
. . in a similar fashion the vibrations 
from these sound tools are moving 
through the fluids throughout your 
whole body. 

Wayne Perry, an international 
sound healer, made the statement 
saying, “The human voice and harp 
are two of the most powerful healing 
tools we have.” Long distance heal-
ings can actually be more intense 
than a treatment given in person, 
and interestingly enough, the time 
of the healing can also be shorter 
than the “in person” treatment. 

Sound Therapy can help with 
anxiety, balance, chronic pain, 
chronic fatigue, depression, insom-
nia, sinus problems, tinnitus, and 
grief.

For more information contact 
Pam @ 720-245-7317 for rates or see 
her website at www.harpsonginter-
national.com                

The HRRMC Allergy Clinic specializes in evaluating and treating 
allergies, asthma and immune disorders.

“My philosophy for patient care is to view and treat my patients 
like my family. I believe in treating the ‘whole’ person and feel that 
communication and compassion are key.”

HRRMC Allergy Services
Board-certi�ed allergist Diane C. Napoli, MD, is now accepting new patients.

HRRMC Outpatient Pavilion  •  1000 Rush Dr., Salida
hrrmc.com  •  719-530-2000

Diane C. Napoli, MD, FAAAAI, FAAP

Pamela Hughes offers Sound Therapy.

join the khen family!
we have volunteer opportunities.
Want to help get syndicated shows 

on the air? 

Be a downloader! 

 

Have experience in sound 

recording and editing? 

Produce one of our local shows! 

 

Are you a music aficionado? 

Be a ��! 
r help us curate new music! 

 

To learn about these opportunities 

and more...

call us: 719-539-1069 
visit us: 123 E. 3rd Street, salida 

email us: info@khen.org

Clips from the Clerk
Titling Off-Highway Vehicles (OHV)

by Trish Gilbert
Saguache County Clerk & 

Recorder
Senate Bill 13-280 Titling 

Off-Highway Vehicles (OHV), effec-
tive July 1, 2014, creates the abil-
ity for Off-Highway Vehicles and 
Snowmobiles to be titled.  Senate 
Bill 13-280 applies only to titling 
of OHV—registration is still com-
pleted through Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife.

Off-Highway Vehicle Defi-
nition

An Off-Highway Vehicle 
(OHV), C.R.S. 42-6-102 (11.5), is 
defined as a self-propelled vehicle 
that is:

• Designed to travel on 
wheels or tracks in contact with the 
ground.

• Designed primarily for use 
off of the public highways and gen-
erally and commonly used to trans-
port persons for recreational pur-
poses.

• Off-highway vehicles do 
not include:

 - Toy vehicles (any vehicle 
with wheels and is not designed for 
use on the public highways or for 
off-road use)

 - Vehicles designed and 
used primarily for travel on, over, 
or in the water

 - Military vehicles
 - Golf carts or golf cars
 - Vehicles designed and used 

to carry persons with disabilities
 - Vehicles designed and 

used specifically for agricultural, 
logging, or mining purposes

 - Motor Vehicles
A snowmobile, C.R.S. 42-6o-

102 (18.5), is defined as:
• A self-propelled vehicle pri-

marily designed or altered for trav-
el on snow or ice off of the public 
highways and supported by skis, 
belts, or cleats.

• Snowmobile does not in-
clude machinery used for the 
grooming of snowmobile trails or 
ski slopes.

OHV Titling Requirements
Proof of ownership.
• Manufacturer Certificate of 

Origin (MCO)/Manufacturer State-
ment of Origin (MSO) or

• Certificate of Title or
• Current Colorado Parks 

and Wildlife OHV registration or
• If in a dealer’s inventory 

prior to July 1, 2014, a Statement 
of Fact (Form DR 2444) for each 
OHV stating the following:

“Prior to July 1, 2014, the 
off-highway vehicle detailed above 
was held as inventory by:  Dealer 
Name Address City, CO Zip Phone 
Number”

• Completed DR 2395 Title/
Registration Application

• All current titling laws, pro-
cesses, and procedures apply.  Deal-
ers have 30 days to deliver title to 
customers.  Owner’s address of resi-
dence is used unless the OHV is per-
manently maintained at a different 
address.  Businesses will use the 
address where the vehicle is prin-
cipally operated and maintained.  
Dealers may obtain title on behalf 
of the customer by a Power of At-
torney (Form DR 2174 or DR 2175).  
After the title has been established 
in the individual’s name, the dealer 
may make the assignment by POA 
on the title.  OHV may not be issued 
salvage titles.  Dealer purchases/
trades from an individual on or af-
ter July 1, 2014 require an individ-
ual to obtain title prior to selling an 
OHV to a dealer.

Titling is optional for Private 
Party to Private Party sale, unless 
required (once it has been titled, ti-
tling shall continue).

All title forms can be found at 
www.colorado.gov/revenue.

Titles may be obtained from 
our office; however, Registration 
may be obtained from the following 
agency:

Colorado Parks and Wildlife – 
Registration Unit

13787 S Highway 85
Littleton CO 80125
303-791-1920
www.parks.state.co.us
For questions please contact 

our office at 719-655-2512.  Jane, 
Desiree, Ben, Dominique and I are 
here to help.
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Introduction of new CCS Primary Teacher & School Counselor 
At the Crestone Charter 

School, we are fortunate that two 
community members, with strong 
ties to the school will join us as 
team members next school year. 
Our students love both Mattew 
Nava and Cassidy Meehan! Here 
they introduce themselves to the 
larger community:

Hello Crestone, I am Mat-
thew Nava, the new Primary 
Teacher  

I am ecstatic about my up-
coming role as the Primary Teach-
er at Crestone Charter School. 
What better place to put my vast 
and unique teaching knowledge to 
use than here at CCS.

I have six years of experience 
as a first-grade teacher for Auro-
ra Public Schools, where I was on 
the leadership team, worked as a 
mentor, and headed the gifted and 
talented program. Then I served 
as the Elementary Music Teacher 
for four years, where I incorpo-
rated and led the introduction of 
mindfulness practices in the class-
room along with everyday Music 
instruction.

I have already built strong 
relationships with our CCS stu-
dents and staff. In the 2.5 years of 
living in Crestone, I have served 
in many roles: Teacher Assistant 
in the Early Elementary Class, 
Intermediate Class Teacher Assis-
tant, and then this last school year 
as the Elementary Music and PE 
teacher. I am most excited about 
the exploratory learning approach 
at the Charter School and the op-

portunities for hands-on creative 
learning that goes beyond just the 
everyday content. I believe, “The 
day should flow like a ribbon, with 
all things connecting. The more 
connections the deeper the sense 
of learning.” 

Hello Crestone, I am Cas-
sidy Meehan the new School 
Counselor

The AmeriCorps program 
drew me to Crestone a year ago, 
and now I’ve officially joined the 
Crestone Charter School team as 
the School Counselor!  I am over-
joyed to become a bigger part of 
the school and your community. 

My professional background 
has had a focus on school social 
work, primarily with students who 
have severe emotional and behav-
ioral disabilities. Additionally, I’ve 
had roles in addiction recovery, 
child welfare, career readiness 
and planning, research and data 
collection and have served on sev-
eral boards. 

Wanting to switch things up 
from my Denver city-life, I joined 
Alpine Achievers Initiative as an 
AmeriCorps member in Crestone. 
As the end of my dedicated time 
came into focus, leaving the collec-
tive amazing experience and com-
munity didn’t seem like a viable 
option. Serendipitously, I had the 
immense fortune to be considered 
for the School Counselor position.   

My school counseling philos-
ophy lies in strength-based, solu-
tion-focused theory. This means 
finding tangible solutions to issues 
or struggles our students and fam-
ilies may be facing. I believe school 
can be a place for students to be 
transformed into connected, bal-
anced individuals and can guide 
students to become the best ver-
sion of themselves.

A Colorado native, I love 
playing in the outdoors—hiking, 
camping, backpacking, kayak-
ing, snowboarding, you name it!  
My best adventure buddy is my 
gorgeous husky-mix pup, Willie 
(namesake: Willie Nelson). I was 
named after a Grateful Dead song 
and drink lots of chai tea.

Having fallen in love with 
beautiful Crestone, I eagerly await 

building deeper connections and 
growing with every child, parent, 
family and staff member in the 
Crestone Charter School commu-
nity for years to come.

slvfed.com 719-589-6653

Trust and Strength Since 1899
Sponsor of Mo�at School News

Matthew Nava.

Matthew Nava with wife Amy and children Shakti and Eli.

Cassidy Meehan.

Cassidy cuddling a piglet.

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV



The Crestone Eagle • July, 2019 • Page 23 

The Crestone Youth Initiative
by Anabelle Clendening
There has been a group of 

active youth, parents and school 
administrators meeting since a 
Prevention Conversation at the 
Crestone Charter School in April. 
That meeting developed a commit-
tee for youth activities and needs in 
Crestone. This committee, now apt-
ly named the Crestone Youth Ini-
tiative, has been quite successful 
and we have made a lot of progress. 
Throughout the meetings, one of 
the most prominent ideas that 
have been expressed is the need for 
a Recreational Center that can be 
used for many activities. Getting 
that funded, built, and organized 
is our biggest long-term goal and 
we will continue working towards 
this. We welcome more input and 
community involvement going for-
ward. A slightly more short-term 
goal is pulling together a “Youth 
Club House” at CCS. This would 
be a yurt-like space added on the 
CCS campus for the youth to gath-
er and hold after-school activities 
and clubs. The main fundraising 
efforts are going towards this space 
currently. A few driven youth have 
successfully created a Comic-Book 
Club, which is meeting and running 
smoothly, entirely led by youth.

All summer on Wednesday 
evenings from 5 to 8pm, we are 
now hosting soccer at the POA 
soccer fields. All families and age 
groups are welcome to attend. We 
sent a letter to the POA to have 

them address some of the needs we 
have. Those include filling the go-
pher holes, fixing up and tending to 
the field, getting picnic tables and 
better bathroom access, pavilion 
maintenance, and new soccer goal 
frames. We have multiple differ-
ent fundraising activities coming 
up soon and will have more in the 
future. Examples of these include 
bake sales and car washes, as well 
as a stand at the Town’s 4th of July 
celebration. Soon, Fun Fridays 
will be starting at CCS. This will 
be a time for the middle and high 
schoolers to be able to gather for a 
predetermined activity, such as a 
movie night, dances, game night, 
etc. 

All of the activities that we 
host or organize provide safe spac-
es for youth to spend time with 
supervision. These aim to create a 
drug- and alcohol-free environment 
led and created by youth, for youth. 
By providing these spaces and ac-
tivities, we give youth a place to go 
have fun and things to do safely, 
which is what they’ve continually 
expressed as something they need 
to have.  

Donations towards these ef-
forts can be made out to Crestone 
Charter School with memo “Cres-
tone Youth Initiative” sent to P.O. 
Box 400, Crestone, CO 81131.  
Please contact Cristina Cabeza 
Kinney at 719-256-4907 for more 
information.  Thank you for your 
continued support!

CPI—more sponsors, more impact!
by Tom Dessain
Crestone Performances Inc. would like to welcome San Luis Valley 

Federal Bank and the Sand Dunes Swimming Pool to our list of sponsors 
who wish to be branded with our Youth Enrichment Program (YEP). YEP 
has worked with youth for 17 years through school assemblies, providing 
carnivals, running a scholarship program and hosting student open mics. 
We also run a community service program that equips other community 
organizations with consulting and event components, helping them to suc-
ceed with their events.

SLV Federal has been providing banking services to residents of the 
San Luis Valley since 1899. They have two offices in Alamosa and one in 
Monte Vista.  In 2015, SLV Federal started their “We Care, We Share” 
program which has given over $60,000 to non-profits serving the SLV com-
munity. Most of the programs supported are youth-related which is where 
we come in. SLV Federal was a longtime supporter of the Crestone Music 
Festival and we now welcome their support for YEP. They can be reached 
at 719-589-6653 or toll free at 877-478-8625. 

The Sand Dunes Swimming Pool has also been a big supporter over the 
past and is proud to support YEP. The pool is open from 8am to 10pm every 
day but Thursday. They have so much to offer, including: chemical-free wa-
ter, great food, camping, RV hook-ups, cabins, lap swimming, diving boards, 
volleyball and basketball, grills, a gift shop, water toy rentals, swimming 
lessons and sand board rentals. They also have a fabulous greenhouse that 
is for adults only. It includes: 3 different temperature soaking pools, a large 
zero-entry pool, a 10-person sauna, gardens, decks, libations, shuffleboard, 
3 state-of-the-art golf simulators and aqua yoga classes. It’s an amazing 
place! They can be reached at 719-378-2807. 

Our continued success is made possible through individual donations, 
our sponsors and grants from Saguache County and Colorado Creative In-
dustries. Our sponsors are The Crestone Eagle, Orient Land Trust, Joyful 
Journey Hot Springs, Manitou Institute, the Sand Dunes Swimming Pool, 
San Luis Valley Federal and Sangre de Cristo Real Estate. From Salida we 
have First Street Flooring, Amicas Pizza and the Heart of the Rockies Med-
ical Center. If you would like more information or would like to contribute to 
our efforts, please go our website, crestfest.org and/or give us a call at 719-
256-4533. Our address is P.O. Box 6, Crestone, CO 81131. CPI is a 501(c)3 
community service organization. Thanks for your time and stay tuned! All 
donations are tax deductible.

The youth invite you to visit their fundraisers this month at the Fourth of July Celebration, 
and car wash TBD.
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Search for the Saguache Treasure!
Colorado Tourism Council revives the Alferd 
Packer story—with a fun-filled hunt

Saguache County Tourism 
Council is excited to announce the 
launch of The Search for the Sa-
guache Treasure—an interactive 
location-based Transmedia Story-
telling Experience/Alternate Re-
ality Game for Saguache County. 
Funded by a grant from the Col-
orado Tourism Office, the quest 
blurs the lines of reality and fic-
tion and engages visitors in a fun, 
easy-to-play story game by put-
ting them in the role of a Bounty 
Hunter. Players will be hunting 
for a “Man with No Name,” who 
has “arrived” in Saguache Coun-
ty to hunt for a “treasure” that he 
believes his great-great-grand-
father has hidden for him. Find 
out more at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SoHCoyw8xtw.

Commissioned in November 
2018 by the Saguache County Tour-
ism Council as part of the Colorado 
Tourist Office, the quest is part of a 
commitment to encourage tourism 
within Saguache County with 21 
clues across the region. Players are 
introduced to the quest by Wanted 
posters, tri-fold treasure maps and 

banners at key locations through-
out the county with an Old Wild 
West style encouraging players to 
sign up at www.bounty-hunter.co 
where players can easily register 
and begin to track down the Man 
with No Name.

This fun, location-based game 
leads players from the Colorado 
Gator Farm, through the town of 
Center, across to Penitente Canyon 
and up into Saguache, over to Cres-
tone and Baca and with a finale at 
Joyful Journey Hot Springs. The 
Search for the Saguache Treasure 
is a single-player game that can be 
played in a day, although families 
and groups can play together. It 
may take longer if players stay and 
explore all locations in the game, 
finding clues and real life assets, 
maps and artefacts placed strategi-
cally throughout Saguache County.

The experience is driven 
by the story, as players try their 
hand as a bounty hunter, testing 
their skills of endurance, honor, 
intelligence, tech savvy, persever-
ance and listening. Clues include 
a 150-year old “found” book from 

1874—currently housed 
in Aventa Credit Union in 
Saguache—a fictitious jour-
nalist (Ana Sofia Vigil, the 
new columnist at the Sa-
guache Crescent), rock art, 
a discarded ammo box to be 
opened with a combination 
and a podcast from our elu-
sive Man with No Name.

The Search for the 
Saguache Treasure offers 
visitors the opportunity to 
experience both contempo-
rary life and history and 
wrap them together into a 
fun and exciting way. The 
Colorado Tourism Office 
calls our region ‘the mystic 
San Luis Valley.’ Saguache County 
is the heart of that mystic charac-
ter. There are so many secret plac-
es, so many unknown places and a 
quality of experience that visitors 
to Saguache County tend to have 
that brings up the surprises and 
the mystery within ourselves. This 
transmedia story creates an oppor-
tunity for visitors to experience the 
county as if they are a true part of 

the local culture. The Search for 
the Saguache Treasure allows you 
the chance to have your own story 
experience.”

Said Colorado Tourist Office 
Director Cathy Ritter. “This pro-
ject is a prime example of how the 
CTO’s grant program can help com-
munities put their great ideas into 
action, we’re pleased to see this in-
novative project come to life.”

The story & back story
Alferd Packer ‡ the quest for the mysterious Man with No Name

Much is known about the Col-
orado Cannibal, Alferd Packer, the 
American prospector who confessed 
to cannibalism during the February 
of winter 1874, when he and 5 other 
men attempted to travel through the 
high mountains of Colorado during a 
harsh winter. He was subsequently 
jailed in Saguache County Jail, only 
to escape and hide from justice for 9 
years before being convicted of mur-
der and then sentenced to 40 years 
for manslaughter. 

Packer met Chief Ouray, 
known as the White Man’s Friend, 
near Montrose, Colorado where 
Ouray recommended they postpone 
their expedition, but Packer chose 
to ignore his advice. Packer and the 
5 men, Shannon Wilson Bell, James 
Humphrey, Frank “Reddy” Miller, 
George “California” Noon and Is-
rael Swan set off. The leader of the 
outfit, Bob McGrue, guided Packer’s 
party until his horses could not con-
tinue. McGrue unloaded the men’s 
provisions and went back to Ouray’s 
camp. What happened after this is 
not clear. 

On April 16, 1874, Packer ar-
rived at the Los Piños Indian Agen-
cy near Gunnison and, when asked 
what happened to the rest of his 
party, claimed that he had “got his 
feet wet and frozen”, and the others 
had abandoned him. Packer claimed 
he was broke and sold the Winches-
ter rifle he had in his possession to 
Major Downer, the Justice of the 
Peace for $10. After a short stay at 
the Agency, Packer said he wanted to 
return to Pennsylvania, and accom-
panied Nutter and two other mem-
bers of McGrue’s original group to 
Saguache, where he could buy sup-
plies. During the course of this jour-
ney, Nutter saw that Packer had in 
his possession a skinning knife that 

had belonged to Frank “Reddy” Mill-
er and began to have doubts about 
Packer’s story. 

When the party reached Sa-
guache, Packer made arrangements 
to room in Dolan’s Saloon. Larry 
Dolan, the owner, claimed that Pack-
er spent around $100 during his 
stay, and that Packer even offered to 
lend him $300. Packer also spent $78 
in Otto Mears’ general store. Nutter 
and other members of McGrue’s orig-
inal party became very suspicious of 
Packer and threatened to hang him. 
General Adams, head of the Los 
Piños Indian Agency, stepped in just 
in time to save Packer. 

After being interrogated by 
General Adams, Packer signed his 
first confession. General Adams be-
lieved that if Packer were telling 
the truth, he would have no prob-
lem leading a party of men to the 
original campsite; the physical evi-
dence would either prove or disprove 
Packer’s story. Packer originally 
consented to lead the party, but af-
ter claiming to be lost and rushing 
at Constable Herman Lauter with a 
knife, he was jailed in Saguache. The 
jail at that time was little more than 
a log cabin, and after being passed 
a makeshift key for his irons and 
given some supplies, Packer easily 
escaped. 

At least this is what the history 
books tell us. 

But our story is less known. 
Packer had travelled with a sixth 
man, an unnamed cohort whom he 
had met on his travels into Colo-
rado—a known racketeer who had 
worked his way down through the 
San Luis Valley from Denver, pass-
ing through towns enroute and 
stripping them of their money, gold 
and livelihoods through gambling, 
loan-sharking and coercion. It’s said 

that when the Man with No Name 
met Packer and his 5 adventurers, 
he was looking for a way to take all 
the gold they found and disappear. 
It’s believed that he helped Packer 
escape from the Saguache Jail and 
that they went on to hide the gold 
and money extracted from the dead 
5 men, but where he went after that, 
nobody knows. 

A book was found in February 
2019 about the Man with No Name, 
said to be originally written and pub-
lished in early 1874, detailing his de-
sire to find an unsuspecting gang of 
travellers and to strip them of their 
money and gold. In the back of the 
book is a poem, written by the Man 
with No Name and sent by telegram 
to “his true love,” care of a post office 
in Crestone, Colorado. 

A bounty was put on the head 
of the Man with No Name of a “fist-
ful of dollars”. Many locals from 
Saguache County, from Center to 
Crestone, as far south as the borders 
of Alamosa to the northern borders 
of Villa Grove, were excited by the 
thoughts of the bail bond and put 
themselves forward as bounty hunt-
ers, but nobody ever discovered the 
identity of the Man with No Name 
and he was never found. 

145 years later, in 2019, a 
self-confessed “relation” of this Man 
with No Name, who goes by alias 
names of Joe, John, RoJo and José, 
has been making his way from Den-
ver, following in the footsteps of his 
ancestor and extracting money from 
local towns through coercion, rack-
eteering and fake news; heading for 
Saguache County, bragging that he 
knows where his great-grandfather 
buried the Saguache Treasure after 
helping Packer escape from jail and 
they parted company. 

Once again Saguache County 

is putting a call out for bounty hunt-
ers to help intercept and hand over 
this modern-day racketeer and also 
attempt to find the hidden Saguache 
Treasure before he does. 

Quest overview
Our modern day Man with No 

Name is following in the footsteps 
of his great-great-grandfather, born 
in 1844 who, at 26 went to find his 
fortune in the gold rush in the moun-
tains of Colorado and instead found 
a fast-track, through the infamous 
Alferd Packer, who took a crew of 4 
men up into the mountains, only to 
return 2 months later, 30lbs heavi-
er with no gold.  Packer went on to 
be the famous cannibal of Colora-
do. The Man with No Names Great 
Great Grandfather never reclaimed 
the fortunes that were claimed to be 
found despite, it is claimed, break-
ing him free from Saguache Jail to 
reclaim what was now theirs. But 
he became so traumatized by what 
Packer had done he seemed to have 
spent many years in various regions 
of Saguache County, leaving no mark 
on the world other than a poem that 
seems to suggest a map where the 
treasures may, or may not, be.

The Colorado Cannibal Alferd Packer. 
But who was the “Man with No Name”? 
And where is the treasure? Can you find 
out? Find out more at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SoHCoyw8xtw.



by Bob Bohley, NPS Master 
Astronomy Volunteer at 
Great Sand Dunes NP&P
Great Sand Dunes National 

Park and Preserve was certified as 
an International Dark Sky Park in 
April of this year by the Interna-
tional Dark Sky Association (IDA) of 
Tucson, AZ.  This was the culmina-
tion of four years of concerted work 
and nine months spent on the appli-
cation process.  Great Sand Dunes 
has long been known for its incred-
ible night sky views, and this certi-
fication will ensure that these dark 
skies will be preserved for genera-
tions to come.  It joins approximate-
ly two dozen other units of the Na-
tional Park Service to be so named.  
There are three basic requirements 
to become a Dark Sky Park:

• Reduce your own artificial light 
impact

• Measure the darkness of your 
night skies

• Communicate the importance 
of dark skies to the public and work 
with neighboring communities to 
improve lighting

Why are dark skies important 
to the people of Colorado in particu-
lar and to the people of the world in 
general?  Timothy Ferris, the author 
of popular books on astronomy, says 
that “all human cultures no matter 
how primitive have felt it important 
to tell stories about the stars and 
about the nature and the origin of 
the Universe as a whole.  So there’s 
something about astronomy that is 
deeply ingrained in human culture 
going as far back as music, dance 
and poetry.”  But we are losing this 
important human connection to our 
dark skies.
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Great Sand Dunes  
named an International Dark Sky Park

continued on page B-10

Dark skies over Crestone
by  Kairina Danforth
Eighty percent of the people in the world today will never see the 

Milky Way from their homes.
We are part of the fortunate few who do.  Our documented dark sky 

overhead offers a truly exceptional level of darkness.  In fact, the dark 
sky over the Town of Crestone and the adjacent Baca Grande subdivision 
is one of the most exceptionally dark skies in the Western US.    

Continuing a journey begun by the Crestone Town Board of Trus-
tees in 2004, the current Crestone Town Trustees are pursuing designa-
tion as an International Dark Sky Community.

Currently there are only 22 internationally designated dark sky 
communities in the world, with 16 of the 22 located in the US.  The In-
ternational Dark Sky Association was founded in 1988 and is dedicated 
to protecting and preserving exceptionally dark skies from artificial light 
pollution.

It is the recognized authority for night sky protection and has taken 
the lead in identifying and publicizing the negative impacts of artificial 
light at night on human health, wildlife, vegetation and climate change. 
Its public outreach efforts provide solutions, quality education and pro-
grams across the US and throughout the world to educate the public and 
the policy makers about night sky stewardship. They serve to empower 
us all with the tools and resources to help protect and preserve our dark 
sky.  Their program offers different kinds of designations, including a 
community, a park, a place, a sanctuary, and a reserve.  The Dark Sky 
accreditation requires robust community support and also requires an 
exceptionally high level of documented darkness.  International Dark 
Sky designation follows a rigorous application process.  Attesting to the 
rigorous requirement process is the fact that since 1988 only 22 commu-
nities worldwide have received this designation.  

Furthering such designation for Crestone is the Colorado College 
planned creation of a local research observatory and planetarium.  Their 
planning includes a robotic telescope capable of being managed remotely 
from their Colorado Springs campus as well as their local Baca campus.  
Their telescope will also enable automated management. The planetar-
ium will be similar in design to that of Chaco Canyon and will provide 
circular seating to be able to lean back and 
view our starry sky, a sundial and other fea-

On a cold and moonless night the Milky Way rises over the San Luis Valley. photo by Peter Ismert

continued on page B-10
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A close-up of Central Colorado at night showing light pollution along the Front Range.
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by Kim Malville
This month’s skies
Last month Jupiter reached 

opposition to the sun on June 10. It 
is brilliant and with its moons and 
red spot is a fantastic object in binoc-
ulars and telescopes. Saturn reaches 
opposition on July 9, when it will be 
due south at midnight.  Both move 
retrograde, backward, throughout 
the month.

 July 2: New moon. A total solar 
eclipse will occur in a narrow band 
(125 miles wide) crossing northern 
Chile and central Argentina. In La 
Serena, Chile, the eclipse will last for 
2 minutes and 13 seconds. A partial 
eclipse will be visible in South and 
Central America. Nothing happens 
in North America.

July 4: Earth is at 
its greatest distance from 
the sun, known as aphe-
lion. 

July 5: Look to the 
west for a beautifully thin 
crescent moon just after 
sunset, near Regulus, in 
Leo the Lion.

July 12-15: Watch 
the nearly full moon move 
from Scorpius, past Jupi-
ter, into Sagittarius, and 
near Saturn.

July 16: Full moon. 
A partial lunar eclipse 
will be visible over most of 
the earth except for North 
America and northeast-
ern Asia. 

July 20: Fifty years 
ago a human first stepped 
onto the surface of the 
moon.

July 29-30: Close 
to a new moon, the sky 
will be dark and good for 
viewing the Delta Aquar-
iid meteor shower, which 
may produce as many as 
25 meteors per hour. Look 
for the radiant of the 
shower, out of which the 
meteors pour, in the early 
morning hours in the constellation of 
Aquarius.

July 31: New moon
The discovery of pulsars & 

the controversial Nobel Prize
He won the prize, but she made 

the discovery. Decades later, she has 
the last laugh. 

Jocelyn Bell Burnell is about 
to get some much-deserved recog-
nition.  The British astrophysicist 
will receive a Special Breakthrough 
Prize in Fundamental Physics, 
Breakthrough Prize.  The $3 million 
award recognizes Bell Burnell’s 1967 
discovery of the fast-spinning neu-
tron stars that are pulsars. “Profes-
sor Bell Burnell thoroughly deserves 
this recognition,” Breakthrough 
Prize co-founder Yuri Milner said 
in a statement today. “Her curiosity, 
diligent observations and rigorous 
analysis revealed some of the most 
interesting and mysterious objects 
in the universe.”

In 1967, Bell Burnell was a 
graduate student, working with 
Anthony Hewish, an astronomer at 
Cambridge who wanted to find more 
quasars.

She helped him build a radio 
telescope and was the first person to 
run it.  During the first six months 
she discovered about a hundred new 
quasars, which she did by carefully 
studying long rolls of paper read-
outs. Each day she scanned roughly 
900 feet of paper, over six months 
analyzing more than three miles of 
squiggly lines. Quasars are great, 
but something strange and unex-
pected appeared on her paper roll 
on August 6, 1967. “I logged it with 
a question mark and moved on,” she 
said. But that small signal appeared 
again and again, coming from the 
same part of the sky. High speed re-
cording two month later revealed a 
repeating string of radio pulses that 
repeated every 1.3 seconds, keep-
ing time in exquisite fashion, un-
like anything anyone had ever seen 
before. She showed these results to 
her thesis advisor who dismissed 
them as local noise, perhaps a pass-
ing train or car. Bell Burnell was not 
convinced the signals were local and 
persisted on her own.  Soon, she’d 
found a second pulsating object, and 
then a third, and then a fourth. The 
objects came to be known as pulsars 

and were identified as spinning neu-
tron stars, which were largely hypo-
thetical objects at the time. 

She and Hewish published a 
paper describing their discovery in 
February 1968, in which Hewish 
placed his name before hers. In 1974 
the Nobel Prize committee award-
ed Hewish and fellow British radio 
astronomer Sir Martin Ryle. The 
announcement does not mention 
her name. That Bell did not receive 
recognition in the 1974 Nobel Prize 
in Physics has been a point of contro-
versy ever since, roundly denounced 
by the astronomer Fred Hoyle. This 
controversial omission has inspired 
references to the award as the “No-
Bell” prize. Bell Burnell was created 
Commander of the Order of the Brit-
ish Empire (CBE) in 1999 and Dame 
of the British (DBE) in 2007.

Pulsars don’t actually pulse; 
they emit beams of radiation from 

their magnetic poles. The pulsation 
is due to the spinning of the pulsar, 
which, like a light house, swings 
the beams into line with our plan-
et at regular intervals. There are 
now more than 1500 pulsars, most 
of them rotating between once and 
twice a second. These are tightly 
packed neutron stars with typical 
diameters of 6 miles, with a mass 
close to that of the sun. They appear 
to be composed of neutrons virtually 
touching each other. At the density of 
a neutron star, all of Earth’s inhab-
itants could be squeezed into a cube 
1.5 centimeters on a side, showing, 
as one astronomer colleague has 
commented, “how much of humani-
ty is empty space. They are the col-
lapsed remains of an exploding stars, 
which speed up as they got smaller. 
Their well-defined periods make 
them exceptionally accurate clocks, 
some of them challenge the accuracy 
of our best atomic clocks. Their fast 
rotation produces immense magnet-
ic which are responsible for generat-
ing the pulses that we glimpse from 
the earth. The famous Crab Nebula, 
which was produced by a supernova 
explosion in 1054, contains a pulsar 
at its center rotating 30 times per 
second.

Forty-five years after the No-
bel Prize was awarded to her thesis 
advisor, Bell Burnell will receive the 
$3,000,000 Breakthrough Prize on 
November 4, later this year. There 
is a touch of irony in the fact that 
her award is around six times larger 
than the amount Hewish received. 
But she won’t be keeping any of the 
award money. “I don’t need a Porsche 
or Ferrari,” she said. “I don’t have an 
affluent lifestyle.” The funds will go 
to creating scholarships for women, 
underrepresented minorities, and 
refugees who want to study physics. 

This column sponsored by

Kim & Nancy Malville
kimmalville@hotmail.com

Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell, who dis-
covered pulsars in 1967, will receive a 
$3 million Special Breakthrough Prize in 
Fundamental Physics. 
 photo courtesy of WorldPress

Jocelyn Bell in 1968. 
 photo courtesy of National Media Museum

A pulsar lies in the center of the Crab Nebula. photo from Hubble Space Telescope, NASA

The spinning pulsar 
 photo courtesy of McGill University



The Crestone Eagle • July, 2019 • Page B-3 

by Starr Sites     
Eclipse season    
July begins with an (invisi-

ble-to-us) solar eclipse New Moon/
North Node in Cancer on July 2 
opposite Saturn/South Node in Cap-
ricorn. This opposition emphasizes 
conflicts between home and work, 
private versus public life, and fu-
ture aspirations stymied by past 
patterns.  It aggravates the partisan 
divide, so Independence Day get-to-
gethers may erupt in arguments as 
persons of diverse mindsets mingle.  

July’s solar eclipse is of the 
same eclipse family as its sibling 
that occurred 18 years ago during 
the summer of 2001, setting the 
tone for the American tragedy of 
September 11.  Unfortunately, the 
3 North eclipse family is known to 
be “over-excessive,” as 9/11 demon-
strated. It causes worry about “news 
that transforms a situation,” accord-
ing to eclipse Astrologer Bernadette 
Brady.  This eclipse family empha-
sizes an extreme tendency towards 
obsessiveness and over-doing grand 
plans. Restraint is called for, but is 
unlikely to materialize sufficiently 
to avoid dangerous or destabilizing 
situations that develop amid decep-
tion and manipulation.

Mercury retrograde
After the July 4 holiday week-

end, Mars catches up to slowing 
Mercury, which is preparing to re-
verse direction and go retrograde 
on July 8 for the remainder of the 
month. Mercury retrograde re-
minds us to review, rethink and re-
vise our plans before taking action, 
and to focus on making our com-
munications as precise as possible. 
Mars and Mercury will form 3 con-
junctions in 4 months, each in dif-
ferent astrological signs where they 
express somewhat differently. What 

will be consistent will be the conten-
tious tone of this summer.

Mars refers to action, ego, fire, 
cutting, speed, sport, conflict and 
war while Mercury is the supreme 
communicator, bringer of messag-
es. Last month’s Mars/Mercury 
conjunction was in nurturing Can-
cer, while this month’s union is in 
dramatic Leo, the entitled fire sign 
that stirs our passions. So Mercu-
ry’s communications will be ani-
mated by aggressive Mars and/or 
repressed by its opposition to taci-
turn Saturn/Pluto.  Protests can be 
expected across the globe between 
Saturnian governments and popu-
list Plutonian rebels. 

Meanwhile, rogue Uranus in 
rigid Taurus squares the prolonged 
Mars/Mercury conjunction, which 
erupts in a war-of-words between 
political parties and enemies. If out-
bursts aren’t controlled, the world 
could suffer from more proxy wars, 
so threats need to be restrained 
and adjustments made if reason is 
to prevail. When personally chal-
lenged by these transits, strive for 
enthusiasm and humor to dissipate 
the tension, rather than aggravat-
ing arguments with temper. 

Sun opposite Saturn
The early-July solar eclipse 

Sun opposes Saturn along the Nod-
al axis (of destiny) until mid-month. 
This tends to stir up that “critical 
parent” inner voice, nagging at us 
over our imperfections. The antidote 
is to consciously strive to be kind to 
oneself and compassionate towards 
others. Oppositions to Saturn in-
dicate adversities and world-wea-
riness, while security concerns 
around upcoming elections and our 
vulnerable energy grid will proba-
bly dominate the news this month. 

At Full Moon, Venus opposes 

Saturn, stifling our best efforts at 
social or romantic finesse, so you 
may find yourself rebuffed and be-
come frustrated. However, resist 
feeling glum. Review the situation 
so you can apply your wiles with 
sharper focus next time. 

Neptune sextiles Saturn all 
month so your energy is better 
applied to spiritual matters any-
way, or other sober reflections that 
can lead to breakthroughs in un-
derstanding. It’s a good time to 
strengthen your principles and test 
your ideas among your peers before 
implementing them. Just don’t take 
yourself too seriously . . .  

Lunar eclipse
The Full Moon in Capricorn 

on July 16 forms a lunar eclipse 
(also invisible-to-us) while both Sat-
urn and Pluto are eclipsed as well! 
Opposition is strong, compromise 
is unlikely, and this triple eclipse 
could deepen our political crises, 
for truth remains hidden. Yet hope 
springs eternal as Neptune trines 
the Sun and sextiles Saturn, South 
Node, and Pluto. Perhaps diplomat-
ic relations can be re-established? 
Or are we being deceived? Beware 
of false optimism which leads to 
taking foolish risks.        

This mid-month eclipse hits 
President Trump especially hard, 
landing on his Saturn/Venus natal 
conjunction. He assaults women 
with dismissive name-calling and 
lies, while wielding oppressive con-
trols over them with the anti-abor-
tion cudgel. But while impulsive 
Mars squares unpredictable Uranus 

and conjuncts Trump’s vituperative 
Pluto, his excessive and callous 
behavior just tightens the noose 
around his neck.   Expect political 
fireworks as resistance mounts!

Lucky streak
Despite all the political noise, 

the Full Moon brings a person-
al 2-week “lucky streak” as Mars 
trines Jupiter. Are you in the mood 
for adventure?  Jupiter in Sagitta-
rius wants to have fun and Mars in 
Leo says “let’s do it”! So the second 
half of July may be the best time 
this summer for a vacation. Get 
out in nature if you can, but don’t 
over-do it, a tendency of Mars/Jupi-
ter! Alternately, if you have to work, 
know that you can be quite effective 
now. 

These times we live in can feel 
over-whelming. Strive to remain 
positive, be grateful for those you 
love, and know that the precious air 
we breathe, the delicious water we 
drink, and all the beauty that sur-
rounds us—are worth fighting for! 
Happy summer y’all!
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
When it’s bedtime in the Kel-

ly-Tate home, two little girls follow 
their mother through a sleepy-time 
routine that slows them down and 
gets them ready to let go of the day. 
First some gentle yoga. Then their 
mother, Aoife (pronounced like 
Eefa) Kelly-Tate, leads her daugh-
ters in a short, guided meditation 
involving imaginary balloons. Six-
year-old Saoirse (pronounced Seer-
sha) and her 3½-year-old sister 
Aisling (Ashling) imagine blowing 
up a balloon, filling it with any con-
cerns or bothersome thoughts as it 
inflates. Then they release it to float 
away. “We watch all our worries go 
away,” Saoirse explains. Then their 
daddy, Chad Tate, reads them sto-
ries before their heavy eyelids close.

Irish born and raised, Aoife 
taught yoga and meditation to all 
ages for a number of years in her 
home country, along with practicing 
massage therapy, aromatherapy and 
other natural healing modalities, 
before moving to Crestone in 2009. 
More recently she has written and 
published a series of guided medi-
tation books, Magical Meditations 
for Children, featuring her own and 
her daughters’ joyful, colorful illus-
trations. It all flows from her belief 
that childhood is the perfect time to 
begin establishing mindfulness and 
relaxation practices as a foundation 
for a lifetime of bringing “more love, 
joy and positivity” into the world.

A horsy childhood
Growing up in a semi-rural 

suburb outside Cork City, Ireland, 
Aoife was a naturally exuberant, 
creative child who loved art and 
making things, and was “nev-
er short of things to do,” she says, 
laughing. Her father, Liam Kelly, 
worked in and taught electrical en-
gineering and later became a paint-
er living in France. Aoife’s mother, 
Anne Kelly, stayed at home when 
her two daughters were young. Now 
Anne, as well as Aoife’s younger sis-
ter Niamh (pronounced Nee-uv, who 
is married to Joel Weston) also live 
in Crestone.

It was Anne who first brought 
horses into the family’s life, expo-
nentially swelling Aoife’s joy and 
sparking her passion for riding. 
The whole Kelly family competed in 
jumping and other horse shows, and 
Aoife loved riding with friends to the 
beach. Her parents encouraged their 
daughters to build lives following the 
direction of their hearts. In this re-
spect, Aoife was especially inspired 
by her paternal grandmother, a 
strong woman who served as a nurse 
in the Second World War and played 
piano in an otherwise all-male band.

Reaching for a bigger 
world

At University College Cork, 
Aoife earned a B.A. in English with 
a minor in psychology. Following 
graduation she spent a year trave-
ling with a boyfriend, living in Aus-
tralia, Fiji, Malaysia, and Hawaii. 
When they returned to Ireland she 
thought she was ready to settle 
down. She and her partner lived 
for a time in Dublin and then Cork, 

and bought a spec house that was 
about to be built. But just before 
they moved in, something shifted 
inside her, opening a crack through 
which she glimpsed the possibility 
of a larger life. “I felt like I could 
have been happy, but it would have 
been a safe, small life,” she says. 
“On paper, nothing was wrong, but 
it seemed like it wasn’t a life where 
I could live my full potential.”

So she split up with her part-
ner, moved into the brand new 
house alone and almost immedi-

ately sold it. With the small profit 
from the sale, she headed for the 
Bahamas for an intensive, month-
long teacher training in Sivananda 
yoga. Before leaving for the train-
ing she had advertised around 
Cork as a yoga teacher and when 
she returned she had a full class 
of 25 waiting. From there her 
yoga teaching grew. She traveled 
around County Cork leading class-
es for adults, children, and teens, 
including at-risk kids. Eventually 
she had her own yoga and massage 
therapy studio in Cork.

Then, when she was 26, she 
and Niamh visited Crestone for the 
first time to spend Christmas with 
their mother, who was already liv-
ing here. Aoife met Chad, the son of 
Crestone resident Cindy Tate, and 
they fell in love. They had a long-dis-
tance relationship for a few years 
and married ten years ago when 
Aoife moved to Crestone. Before 
she obtained a work visa she volun-
teered at the Baca Grande Stables, 
“soaking up all the horsiness.” Later 
she taught riding to kids at summer 
riding and children’s camps, and for 
a time also worked as a nanny for 
several local families.

A magical time of life
Young children continue to 

be a central focus in Aoife’s life, as 
she homeschools her daughters and 
writes and illustrates children’s 
meditation books. She also has a 
novel in the works, a love story in-
spired by her own experience. This 
summer she’s planning to offer a 
yoga and creative writing work-
shop for children. (Email her, ao-
ifevkelly@yahoo.com, for details). 
“I’ve always absolutely loved kids. I 

love their energy and their mag-
ic,” she says. Homeschooling is a 
way to encourage her daughters’ 
naturally creative way of being in 
the world while spending the max-
imum amount of time with them. 
“I really believe in letting kids be 
kids, letting them be free—” she 
begins, before Saoirse finishes her 
thought from the next room: “—to 
enjoy their life while they’re kids!” 
As Saoirse speaks, she and Aisling 
are playing among dozens of plastic 
horses on the living room floor.

Aoife’s belief in the life-en-
hancing sparkle of youth is re-
flected in the name she and Chad 
have given their parcel of Baca 
land: Tìr na NÓg Ranch. In Irish/
Celtic mythology, Tìr na NÓg is a 
land where the people, and horses, 

remain eternally young. With her 
daughters, she shows me around 
out back: two gorgeous horses and 
a beautiful pony in an enclosure 
very close to the house. They also 
have two cats and three large dogs, 
and there would be more rescued 
animals “if we won the lotto,” she 
says, smiling. A small garden yields 
young vegetables, and chickens bob 
and peck in their fenced-in space 
beneath an enormous spreading li-
lac bush. Saoirse politely asks for 
and gets permission to pick and 
nibble a handful of baby greens. As 
I’m saying goodbye, she offers me 
a fresh, small leaf of kale. “One for 
the road,” she says.

Aoife’s books are available on 
Amazon and at lotuslearningpond.
com

Aoife Kelly-Tate:
In the land of eternal youth

Who We Are

Aoife, Aisling and Saoirse.

Aoife leading a children’s yoga class.

Aoife with husband Chad. Two happy girls and their pony.
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5,000 acres added to Saguache Creek Conservation Legacy
Project builds upon twenty years of conservation work in upper SLV

 The Trust for Public Land 
and the Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag-
ricultural Land Trust (CCALT), in 
partnership with Great Outdoors 
Colorado (GOCO), and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture–Natural 
Resources Conservation Service, 
are proud to announce the conser-
vation of more than 5,000 acres in 
the San Luis Valley.  This conserva-
tion project connects to hundreds of 
thousands of acres of public land, 
including the Rio Grande Nation-
al Forest and the Sangre de Cris-
to Wilderness, forming more than 
21,000 acres of permanently pro-
tected land along Saguache Creek.

“Much like the rest of our 
state, Saguache is experiencing un-
precedented growth as more peo-
ple discover the area and the rest 
of the San Luis Valley,” said Wade 
Shelton, a Senior Project Manager 
with the Trust for Public Land who 
led the effort to help the Hill fam-
ily conserve their ranch operation.  
“By conserving this land, we’re not 
only preserving the Hill family’s 
legacy and the agricultural herit-
age of the Saguache Creek corridor, 
we’re also ensuring that hunters, 
anglers, hikers and mountain bik-
ers will continue to have incredible 
outdoor experiences and will con-
tinue to enjoy the scenic nature of 
this special part of Colorado.”

The newly conserved land is 
made up of six ranches owned by 
the Hill family, and marks a more 
than 20-year initiative to conserve 
critical natural resources in the 
northwest corner of southern Col-
orado’s San Luis Valley. The Sa-
guache Creek corridor has a long 
history of sustaining productive 
ranches, stretching 25 miles west 
from the Town of Saguache. This 
latest effort will keep the Hill fami-
ly’s land in agricultural production, 
while protecting significant wildlife 
habitat and ensuring water quality 
for both humans and wildlife.  The 
six ranches are located in one of 

the very few locations in Colorado 
where healthy populations of elk, 
mule deer, moose, mountain lions, 
Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep, 
and pronghorn coexist. The project 
also preserves high-priority water 
rights and ensures water quality for 
native fish species, complementing 
the hundreds of thousands of acres 
of adjacent and nearby public land.

After the final conservation 
papers were signed, the Hill fami-
ly didn’t celebrate or buy anything 
new, they did what they do best; 
they went home and worked their 
cattle until dark, excited about 
what would come next for their 
family and the opportunities that 
the conservation of their land has 
given them.  When they were driv-
ing back home, 10-year-old Rivers 
Hill had this to say, “You know, it’s 
pretty cool that we preserved the 
ranch today, and now we can do 
this forever.” 

The Trust for Public Land 
purchased the development rights 
to each of the six ranches in the 
form of a conservation easement, 
ensuring that the Hill family can 
continue to own and work the 
land, while ensuring that its land 
and water rights will never be de-
veloped and will stay in ranching.  
CCALT will hold the conservation 
easement conserving all six ranch-
es in perpetuity, ensuring that this 
incredible agricultural, ecological 
and scenic resource stays that way 
for future generations. 

“The Saguache Creek corridor 
is one of the best examples of land-
scape-scale conservation in Colo-
rado, and the Hill family has been 
central to that effort. This latest 
conservation success adds to the 
Hill family’s conservation legacy 
and showcases their commitment 
to agriculture and their communi-
ty. We are proud to have worked 
with the Hill family, the Trust for 
Public Land, the NRCS, and Great 
Outdoors Colorado to continue ex-

panding this important conserva-
tion work along Saguache Creek,” 
said Erik Glenn, executive director 
of the Colorado Cattlemen’s Agri-
cultural Land Trust.

The Trust for Public Land se-
cured funding from Lottery-funded 
GOCO and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service’s (NRCS) Ag-
ricultural Conservation Easement 
Program to purchase the conserva-
tion easement covering the entire 
property.  Both GOCO and NRCS 
have been critical funding partners 
to the Trust for Public Land and 
CCALT as they have worked to pro-
tect working agricultural land and 
water rights along the Saguache 
Creek corridor over the past 20 
years.

“GOCO is proud to have sup-
ported this project, and over the 
course of decades, the conservation 
of 21,000 acres of land in the Sa-
guache Creek corridor. With this 
latest project, our partners at the 
Trust for Public Land and Colora-

do Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land 
Trust continue to build on an in-
credible legacy of conservation in 
the region,” said GOCO Executive 
Director Chris Castilian. “We wish 
to express our deep gratitude for 
the many conservation-minded 
families in the corridor whose vi-
sion led to the permanent protec-
tion of dozens of Colorado ranches, 
and with this project closing, espe-
cially to the Hill family for making 
an enduring contribution to Col-
orado’s wildlife, waterways and 
wetlands, and people who enjoy the 
scenic beauty of the region.”  

“The Hill family Ranch per-
sonifies the purpose of NRCS’ Ag-
ricultural Conservation Easement 
Program,” said Clint Evans, NRCS 
State Conservationist in Colorado. 
“The 5,000 acres protected through 
ACEP is a cornerstone in ensuring 
the entire Saguache Creek corridor 
remains uninterrupted and a safe 
haven for birds, aquatic and wild-
life.”

The Hill Ranch has been added to the Saguache Creek Conservation Legacy.   photo by Maggie Hanna of CCALT 

The finest selection of pre-owned cars, trucks, 
SUV’s, and mini-vans in the region. 

And don’t forget our excellent 
service department!

Contact Sam Johnson (719) 221-2453
or John Dodgen (719) 221-0326

7420 W. U.S. Hwy 50 Salida CO 81201
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Baca Wildlife Refuge’s first talk 
of season: History & evolution 
of Fish & Wildlife Service  

by Emmy Savage
This June 13, Dr. Robert 

Streeter, former Assistant Director 
for Refuges and Wildlife of the Inte-
rior Department’s Fish and Wildlife 
Service, gave the opening talk for 
this summer’s programs at the Baca 
Wildlife Refuge.  His talk spoke to 
both the history and the evolution 
of the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
its diverse jurisdictions, its fund-
ing sources and the principles by 
which refuges are managed.  In his 
capacity as Assistant Director, Dr. 
Streeter administered the Service’s 
National Wildlife Refuges, Land 
Acquisition, Law Enforcement, and 
Migratory Bird Management.  He 
was born and raised in the prairie 
town of Madison, South Dakota, site 
of wetlands, glacial pothole lakes, 
and remnants of original prairie.  
As a child he developed a love for 
this landscape and its animals and 
migratory water fowl.  Both he and 
Baca Wildlife Refuge manager Ron 
Garcia knew from an early age that 
they wanted to go into wildlife man-
agement.  

As Dr. Streeter began his lec-
ture, I took in the stunning view 
behind him of the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains and eastern edge of the 
Baca Wildlife Refuge with its new 
trail that will eventually connect the 
Refuge, Colorado College and the 
town of Crestone.  And I was also 
thinking about a tour I made four 
years ago of Door County, Wiscon-
sin, a thumb of land jutting out into 
Lake Michigan and destination as 
a stopover site for migrating birds, 
especially warblers.  Door County 
is home to six wildlife sanctuaries 
located on the many freshwater 
bays and inlets that characterize its 
coastline. It is due north of Chica-
go, a city that kills more migrating 
birds than any other U.S. city, with 
its glass-skinned skyscrapers and 
night-lit sky.  At one of these coast-
al wetland refuges, camouflaged 
almost beyond discernment, we 
came upon a sandhill crane, embed-
ded within her platform nest, her 
long neck stretched out horizontal-
ly across another bank of grass in 
front of her.  She probably wasn’t 

one of our San Luis Valley Cranes 
but her journey had been as long 
and perilous.  Now she was safe or 
safe long enough to raise her chick. 
And she had been helped on her 
journey by refuges like ours here in 
the San Luis Valley.  

According to Dr. Streeter, the 
National Wildlife Refuge System 
began in 1903 under the leadership 
of President Theodore Roosevelt 
with the establishment of the Peli-
can Island National Refuge in Flor-
ida.  Since that time, it has grown 
to include 600 units, 150 million 
acres of land, and ecosystems and 
habitats as diverse as mangrove 
swamps and Artic tundra.  From 
Guam to Puerto Rico to Prudhoe 
Bay, habitats are protected that in-
clude forests, wetlands, grasslands, 
and fresh and marine waters, hab-
itats that offer home to bison, en-
dangered fish, ducks, cranes and 
condors to name a few.  

The Fish and Wildlife Service 
of which the Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem is a part is the only Federal 
lands agency dedicated exclusively 
to the wellbeing of birds, animals 
and fish.  As such, to be effective, it 
must manage its lands as systems 
that are connected globally, not in 
terms of isolated refuges.  Refuge 
management is based on science 
and the principals laid down by 
Aldo Leopold, the man considered 
to be the father of modern ecology 
and natural sciences.  So, for ex-
ample, the welfare of a pintail duck 
that stops off at the Monte Vista 
Wildlife Refuge may be directly 
impacted by the health and abun-
dance of Prairie Potholes in the Da-
kotas, Minnesota and Iowa.  These 
glacial depressions provide shallow 
lake and wetland habitat to nearly 
50% of North American migratory 
waterfowl, including possibly our 
pintail. That these pothole lakes 
are being drained faster than they 
can be reclaimed and restored may 
require more aggressive study and 
intervention if our pintail is to 
survive.  But in the meantime, he 
and his crane neighbors have been 
helped to survive their journey 
north by our Monte Vista Wildlife 

Refuge, with its managed water 
and crops. 

Baca Wildlife Manager Ron 
Garcia offered the observation 
that while the Refuge System can 
continue to grow, it doesn’t have 
the resources to manage more and 
more lands.  What has emerged in-
stead are the creation of what are 
called Conservation Areas whereby 
through easements and agreements 
with private landholders, critical 
habitat and water sources can be 
protected in perpetuity.  The San 
Luis Valley National Wildlife Ref-
uge Complex consists of five units, 
Monte Vista, Alamosa, Baca and 
two Conservation Areas, Sangre de 
Cristo and San Luis Valley.  www.
fws.gov/mountain-prairie/refuges/
slv.php and www.fws.gov/moun-
tain-prairie/refuges/lpp_sdc.php. 
The Conservation Areas limit com-
mercial, residential and industrial 
development on private land, and 
ban conversion of land to cropland, 
drainage of wetlands and the sale of 
surface water rights or changes in 
water use.  Habitat is protected and 
the protection of these larger areas, 
a potential 250,000 acres for Sangre 
de Cristo and 530,000 acres for San 
Luis Valley, offer wildlife corridors 
and protected watersheds that can 
have a direct and indirect impact on 
the existing refuges to which they 
are adjacent.  The ability to create 
these Conservation Areas supports 
managing the whole San Luis Val-
ley as a system, any part of which 
affects and is affected by other 
parts.  

Despite past enlightened leg-
islation that supports the connect-
edness of life, there are multiple 
forces, according to Dr. Streeter, 
that threaten the National Wild-
life Refuge System.  Among them 
are climate change, sea level rise, 
habitat loss, water quantity and 
quality, and political obstructions 
to adequate funding for both the 
management and staffing of our 
refuges. As I write, the House is 
considering Bill 3195 which would 
make all funding to the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, a major 
source of funding for the Refuge 
System, permanent and immuta-

ble, that is not up for negotiation or 
cuts each year.      

What can we, who live here 
next to the Baca Wildlife Refuge, 
do?  Dr. Streeter had two sug-
gestions.  First, we can write our 
Colorado Senators Bennet and 
Gardner and ask them to support 
Senate Bill 1081 that appropriates 
inviolate and perpetual funding to 
the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund. www.lwcfcoalition.com/legis-
lation. Since Senator Gardner was 
a co-sponsor, and the bill seems to 
have bi-partisan support, it will 
probably pass.  But writing will 
speak to our engagement as a com-
munity, our support of our Refuge 
System and will let them know we 
are watching.  The second thing we 
can do is go to Friends of the San 
Luis Valley National Wildlife Ref-
uges website, www.slvrefuges.org, 
and make a donation or sign up to 
volunteer.  

While I did take a lot of biology 
in college, I was, in the end, an Eng-
lish major.  One of my favorite au-
thors was E.M. Forster who famous-
ly wrote, “Only connect! . . . Live in 
fragments no longer.”  He was pres-
cient for his day and for ours.  Eco-
logically speaking, it is a maxim we 
mustn’t forget. Dr. Streeter offered 
the fact that for every dollar spent on 
maintaining the refuge system, five 
are generated, or a total of 2.4 bil-
lion dollars, in benefits to the econo-
my in cleaner water, air, recharging 
of aquifers, public education and 
experience and visitor dollars spent 
at events such as our Crane Festi-
val.  Often economics are cited as a 
reason to protect the environment 
as well they should be.  Such figures 
are what catch the attention of leg-
islators in Washington.  But there 
are many, including Aldo Leopold 
and Pope Francis, who have cited 
a moral imperative to protect the 
earth and its inhabitants.  For me, 
that is the most persuasive reason 
why I should want my government 
to protect the Rio Grande sucker 
and the Rio Grande chub, Wilson’s 
phalaropes and American avocets.  
They live here too, our neighbors 
right next to us on the Baca Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Wonderful wetlands on the Baca National Wildlife Refuge.                 photo by Paul Shippee

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

Summer fun has just begun...
We can help you keep the roads 
hot and your vehicle going! From 
economy tires to those favorite 

brands you love. 
    Give us a call today!
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Abortion then and now
by M. Diane Bairstow
In 1919, the year of the wom-

an began on June 4 with passage 
of the 19th Amendment. Women 
finally had the right to vote—al-
most. They still needed 36 states to 
ratify it and opposition was strong, 
especially amongst Southern Dem-
ocrats. The governor of Louisiana, 
Ruffin Pleasant, supported by his 
wife Anne, launched an unsuccess-
ful campaign to mobilize 13 states 
against it.

Pro-suffrage women per-
sisted. They organized demonstra-
tions, marches and protests, and 
by the end of that same June eight 
states, Wisconsin, Michigan, Kan-
sas, Ohio, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Massachusetts and Texas, had vot-
ed yea. In July, Iowa, Missouri, Ar-
kansas and Montana followed suit. 

In 2018, the year of the wom-
an began on Nov. 6 when a record 
number of women (127) were elect-
ed to Congress. Women were finally 
coming into their power—almost. 
Women still don’t have equal rights 
under the Constitution, and today 
women are marching for a basic 
human right—the control of their 
own bodies.

Today, abortion clinics and 
Planned Parenthood Centers are 
challenged by harsh and unreason-
able regulations and many have 
been closed. Planned Parenthood 
provides vital health and wellness 
services to low-income women, and 
abortions account for only 3.4% of 
these services. So is this attack re-
ally only about abortion?

All forms of birth control 
are under attack.

All forms of birth control are 
under attack. Title X is a federal-
ly funded family planning program 
recently revised by the Trump ad-
ministration. These revisions, ac-
cording to the American College of 
Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 
will steer women “toward organi-
zations or providers singularly fo-
cused on abstinence and fertility 
awareness methods,” jeopardizing 
“their access to the most effective 
forms of contraception, most no-
tably, long-acting reversible con-
traception, like the IUD and im-
plants.”

In 1919 abortion and contra-
ception were illegal, but in the mid-
1880s they were simply a part of 
life. In fact, drugs to induce abor-

tion were advertised in the news-
papers, as were abortion services. 
In the 1830s, an enterprising Eng-
lish immigrant, Ann Lohman, op-
erating under the name Madam 
Restell, began practicing in New 
York. She offered pills and surgery 
to induce abortions, and by the 
1840s, she had expanded her enter-
prises to Boston and Philadelphia. 
She advertised openly, and spent 
approximately $60,000 each year 
on advertisements alone.

Anti-feminism and racial 
prejudice

A religious zealot, Anthony 
Comstock, had a mission to rid the 
country of everything lascivious, 
lewd and obscene,” which included 
abortion and birth control. How-
ever, according to Leslie Reagan’s 
award-winning book When Abor-
tion was a Crime, it was anti-femi-
nism and racial prejudice that was 
primarily behind the legislation.

In 1857 the fledgling AMA 

launched an anti-abortion cam-
paign. According to Reagan, part of 
the motivation came from their de-
sire to “control medical practice and 
restrict their competitors,” namely 
midwives and homeopaths. It was 
further fueled by women lobbying 
for entrance into Harvard Medical 
School, women who would conceiv-
ably be interested in obstetrics and 
gynecology. The force behind the 
AMA campaign was Dr. Horatio 
Storer, a gynecologist. 

“White male patriotism de-
manded that maternity be enforced 
among white Protestant women.” 
—Leslie Reagan

Storer was not only against 
women in the medical profession, he 
also was worried that whites would 
be out-populated by “others.” He ar-
gued that “white women should be 
populating the country including 
the West and the South rather than 
blacks, Catholics, Mexicans, Chi-
nese or Indians.”

Immigrants were streaming 
into the country. At the same time, 
thanks to Madame Restel’s ser-
vices, married, white native-born 
Protestant women of the upper and 
middle classes were having fewer 
children. Storer asked, “Shall these 
regions be filled by our own chil-
dren or by those of aliens? This is a 
question our women must answer; 
upon their loins depends the future 
destiny of the nation.” 

Is misogyny and racism be-
hind the government’s push to deny 
women reliable contraception and 
abortion? Does the slogan “Make 
America Great Again” refer to a 
time when a woman’s place was in 
the home and not in Congress? Is 
it fueled by the fear of “breeders” 
coming from other countries? Does, 
“White male patriotism” demand 
“that maternity be enforced among 
white Protestant women?” 

Leslie J. Reagan is Professor 
of History, with affiliations in gen-
der and women’s studies, law, me-
dia and cinema studies, and medi-
cine, at the University of Illinois, 
Urbana-Champaign. 

Headline here

Advertisements for abortions via pills 
or surgery were common in the 1800s. 
Madam Restell, the notorious abortionist 
spent over $60,000 on advertising in one 
year.

Hearing Aid Services www.coloradohearingaid.com

• Free Hearing Tests available by appointment        • Walk-ins welcome

Our Specials Our Locations
Entry Level Hearing device Special
• $895 per hearing aid     
• This device will fit your budget to get you 
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SoundLens In the Canal Hearing Aids
• 100% custom made to fit your ear
• Self Learning, SoundLens gradually and 

automatically learns patient volume 
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• $500 Off advanced digital hearing aids

EARS 2 U
Alamosa Office
2101 Main Street, Alamosa
719-587-9820

Pagosa Springs Office
190 Talisman Drive, Ste C-3 
Pagosa Springs
970-731-4554

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

Quality service, reasonable pricing,
we’ve got you covered, mountain to shore

Mark McGinn
Installation of greenhouses,  

covers & retractables

markmountainshore@yahoo.com
(Cell) 303.619.4650
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TROOPER TIPS: Trailer talk
Keep camping season fun and safe 
by following the rules for towing

by Colorado State Trooper 
Gary Cutler
Well it’s camping season 

again, and that means everyone 
is getting ready to head to the 
mountains with the family.  A lot 
of you have camping trailers that 
you’ll be using on the weekends, 
so I wanted to talk a little about 
trailer safety.

It’s very important to make 
sure you and your family make it 
to your favorite campsite. So here 
are a few tips on making it safe, 
fun, and that you get there on 
time.

First let’s hit the basics.  All 
trailers in Colorado must be reg-
istered, and have a license plate 
that is completely visible. This 
means you can’t put bikes or totes 
or anything else over the plate. It 
still needs to be visible to law en-
forcement and if it isn’t, can get 
you pulled over.

While we’re back there, 
make sure you have proper work-
ing lights on the trailer. You need 
brake lights and turn signals that 
can be seen for at least 500 feet.

Another item to check is your 
side view mirrors. You must be 
able to see at least 200 feet to the 
rear of your vehicle.  This means 
the side view mirrors that came 
with your vehicle may not be ad-
equate. You can get mirror exten-
sions at a store if you need them, 

so check those mirrors prior to 
starting the trip.

The height of the trailer can’t 
be more than 14 feet, 6 inches, and 
the combined coupled units cannot 
have more than four units and be 
no longer than a total of 70 feet.

As far as loading the truck 
and trailer, please don’t overload 
the vehicles.  None of the load 
can project beyond four feet of the 
front grille. It can’t extend beyond 
the sides of the vehicle and also 
can’t block any of the driver’s view.

Check your brakes prior to 
the trip and know that trailers 
with a weight of more than 3,000 
pounds need to be equipped with 
brakes on all wheels.

As far as towing the trailer, 
make sure the distance between 
the vehicles doesn’t exceed 15 feet. 
Besides the drawbar, chains or ca-
bles are also required (unless it’s 
a 5th wheel) to ensure the trailer 
can’t break free from the power 
unit.

Last but not least, while trav-
eling, no one can ride in the trailer.

I know this has been a huge 
amount of information in a short 
space, but I want you to have a fun 
and safe camping-filled summer. 
Remember, only you can prevent 
forest fires, so please be careful 
out there.

As always, safe travels!

3670 Enchanted Terrace. 
2 bed, 1 bath mountain retreat 
getaway. 4 acres secluded in 

the trees.  $272,500

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate • 116 S. Alder Street  Suite A, Box 356 Crestone, CO 81131

41555 County Road T, Saguache
Fabulous off-grid home on 42 acres in 

Elk Mountain Springs. 2 bed, 1 1/2 bath. 

Spectacular views and setting! $259,000

View at www.SangreD.com.  

Desert Sage Restaurant
A Crestone Tradition is on the 
market for sale! Great history 
with established clientele and 
many possibilities! Call for 
details.  $495,000

3511 Enchanted Way. 2 bedroom, 
1 bath home. Tongue and groove 

vaulted ceiling.  $188,000  $170,000

75 Dragoon. Urban farm! 
Many sustainable/prepper features.  

Wonderful Chalet I spot. 300 SF office, 
greenhouses, gardens!  $350,000

512 E Mica. Comfortable 1 bedroom 
cabin in private town location. Full 

solar, well.  $144,000

(719) 256-5800

207 Foothill Overlook. 3 bedroom, 
2.5 baths. 2,192 square feet 
with large office.  $275,000

UNDER CONTRACT!

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITY!

Scan the QR 
code for more 

information 
on this listing!

PRICE
REDUCED!

New Land Listings
3530 & 3531 Camino del Rey 

$12,500

1894C Sun Valley Overlook
$19,000

3644 & 3645 Harmony Court 
$17,000 - SOLD!

1504C Camino Real
$14,500

Vivia Lawson
Broker Owner

Nick Nevares
Broker Associate

Sangre de Cristo
Real Estate

SangreD.com

collaborating to build 
a vibrant community

Going camping? Follow these trailering tips for a safe trip.
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According to Barbara King-
solver, a science writer, novelist 
and poet, “in the summer of 1996, 
a subtle, unheralded transition 
took place—the majority of the 
Earth’s population was now urban 
rather than rural. Consequently, 
the environment most of us live in 
now is one of concrete, steel, brick, 
glass and artificial light. Our celes-
tial views are vanishing.  I wonder 
how people will imagine the infinite 
when they have never seen how the 
stars fill a dark night sky.”  It is es-
timated that by 2050, two thirds of 
the world’s population will live in 
cities.  NASA estimates that only 
17% of Americans have ever seen 
the Milky Way—our home galaxy.

Our National Parks, particu-
larly in the west, provide places of 
refuge from urban life where visi-
tors can reconnect to their cultural 
and historical ties to celestial won-
ders above.  Here at Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and Preserve, 
we greet roughly half a million 
visitors annually from all over the 
United States and the world and in-
vite them to share our recuperative 
night skies.  

Thomas Edison patented the 
first commercially viable incandes-
cent light bulb in 1879, a mere 140 
years ago.  Sure, it’s thrilling to see 
a thousand stars in a dark night 
sky, but artificial light has been a 
tremendous boon to mankind.  Un-
fortunately, 140 years of artificial 
light isn’t even a blink of an eye in 
evolutionary time.  All life, whether 
it be plant, insect, animal or human, 
evolved hundreds of thousands to 
millions of years before the light bulb 
changed our world.  We’re all strug-
gling to adapt to this new world of 
light.  We have developed a Circadi-
an Rhythm, our day-night cycle.  We 
live in a world of light now, and our 
rhythms have been disrupted.  Our 
human brains are hard-wired to ac-
quire information during our waking 
hours and process that information 
while we sleep.  What information 
should be kept and what can be dis-
carded?  Our brains are trying to 
link what we learned during the day 
to memories we already have.

So what can we do about 
this disruption to our Circadian 
Rhythm?  First, manage your sleep 
cycle.  The Center for Disease Con-
trol says that adults should get at 
least seven to eight hours of sleep 
a night; teenagers should get nine 
hours of sleep; and it goes down to 

toddlers needing ten to twelve hours 
of sleep in a 24-hour period includ-
ing naps.  Put down your devices or 
set them to go to a softer light two 
hours before you plan to retire for 
the night.

Outdoor lighting
The night sky is a completely 

recoverable natural resource with 
properly designed and installed out-
door lighting.  The IDA has six out-
door lighting principles that have 
been adopted by the National Park 
Service.

• Light only if you need it
• Light only when you need it
• Aim the light where it is needed
• Use appropriate color spectra 

lighting (<3000°K)
• Use the minimum amount of 

light necessary
• Use energy-efficient lamps and 

fixtures
Great Sand Dunes has written 

these principles into our Lighting 
Management Plan.  Over the past 
four years, our Facilities Manage-
ment Team has been replacing 
outdoor lighting fixtures with fully 
shielded, downward facing, pro-
grammable, energy efficient (LED) 
fixtures.  IDA requires that outdoor 
park lighting must be at least 67% 
IDA compliant at the time of appli-
cation.  We are 81% IDA compliant 
today and are committed to be 95% 
compliant in five years and 100% 
compliant within ten years.  

The second requirement to be-
come a Dark Sky Park is to measure 
the quality of our night skies with 
a special photometer that measures 
darkness. Our Resources Manage-
ment Team has taken three years of 
data on our sky quality, and these 
measurements put us in the Gold 
Tier (darkest) park designation.  
The Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
effectively shield us from the light 
domes of the Front Range popula-
tion centers making Great Sand 
Dunes one of the darkest places in 
the nation.  Finally, we continue 
to communicate the importance of 
dark skies through our Ranger-led 
Moonlight Walks and our Evening 
Ranger Programs.  We are also 
working with Alamosa and Sa-
guache Counties on lighting issues 
that could impact the park.

Research has shown that 
camping two to three nights under 
the stars can completely reset a 
person’s Circadian Rhythm.  Great 
Sand Dunes National Park and Pre-
serve is one of the best places in the 
country to do just that.  We invite 
you to join us and gaze in awe at the 
celestial wonders above.  Remember 
“Half the Park is after Dark.” 

Sand Dunes
continued from page B-1

The Great Sand Dunes with the Milky Way overhead.  photo by Patrick Myers

Dark skies over Crestone
tures relating to the solstice and 
equinox.  Colorado College currently 

has two astronomy professors and plans to add an additional astronomer 
and additional classroom offerings, such as “Cultural Astronomy of the 
Southwest.”  They will involve our community in this initiative and are 
interested in partnering with our Crestone Charter School.  Imperative 
to our successful dark sky designation application is curriculum support 
from the Crestone Charter School.  This support can take any of various 
forms that will help our young people learn what a precious natural re-
source is our night sky heritage. Dark Sky designation is based on strin-
gent outdoor lighting standards and innovative community outreach.  
The continuing ability to experience the dark sky, which is the result, 
provides young and old alike perspective, inspiration and leads us to 
reflect on our humanity and place in the universe.  Our residents be-
lieved in 2004, and continue steadfastly to believe today, that protecting 
the quality of the night sky and reducing light pollution is an important 
quality-of-life value. 

Night skies are a connection between all humans and all time.  
Night skies have been relied upon for timekeeping, worship, navigation, 
landscape recognition, and storytelling, and yet do not enjoy universal 
protection.   The cultural significance of astronomy in myths, legends 
and science is disappearing as those areas of the world which today en-
joy exceptionally dark skies are being lost as more and more people bring 
with them increasing light pollution.  Artificial light at night is not sim-
ply a nuisance but a real concern for human health.  The dark night 
communicates something fundamental to our human biology.   Circadian 
rhythm controls 10-15% of our genes.  Research shows light pollution 
affects all of our wildlife and our vegetation as well.  Changes have been 
recorded in feeding and breeding behavior in response to nighttime light 
pollution.  In fact, the biological world is organized largely by light.  We 
are just now beginning to understand the nocturnality of entire ecosys-
tems, from the smallest plant to the largest creature.  

Ours is a pristine part of Colorado, a place of majestic beauty by 
day and, by night, one of the darkest places in the west, also a place 
which is going to experience a dramatic increase in growth in the next 
few years.  If we fail to protect our valley communities and surrounding 
protected lands with their exceptional dark skies now, it may be too late 
as the future brings more and more people and more and more light pol-
lution with them.  As a result of increasing urbanization and population 
growth, our valley is one of the last remaining sanctuaries of nearly pris-
tine dark night sky, particularly in its large areas of federally protect-
ed public lands.  Preserving the darkness of this remarkable sanctuary 
is essential to support these natural ecosystems and wilderness areas.  
Protecting our dark night sky helps preserve the natural scenic, histor-
ic, fish and wildlife, recreational value of our valley.  Not protecting the 
night sky will destroy the habitat of many animals and, with that, the 
ability of the intricate web of nature to sustain itself.

Arising from the Town’s initiative to become designated as a dark 
sky community, the Town is partnering with the Great Sand Dunes Na-
tional Park and Preserve, the Baca National Wildlife Refuge, the Bureau 
of Land Management, the surrounding Rio Grande National Forest and 
other surrounding, nearly pristine dark sky areas including the Orient 
Land Trust, the Westcliffe Dark Sky Community, surrounding West 
Mountain National Forest and part of the surrounding Custer County 
area, a large portion of Huerfano County and the San Isabel Nation-
al Forest and John Milton’s Way of Nature sanctuary.  The resulting 
coalition, dedicated to habitat stewardship, is preparing an application 
to become an accredited International Dark Sky Reserve.  It is cen-
tered around the Sangre de Cristo Wilderness Area and has according-
ly named itself the Sangre de Cristo International Dark Sky Reserve.  
San Luis Valley Great Outdoors (SLVGO) is coordinating the activity of 
the emerging Sangre de Cristo Reserve. The Reserve designation is the 
highest and most coveted award bestowed by the International Dark Sky 
Association.  There are currently only thirteen designated Dark Sky Re-
serves in the world: one in the US (the Central Idaho Dark Sky Reserve), 
one in Canada, one in Africa and ten in Europe. 

On July 25 at 8pm, the Baca National Wildlife Refuge, Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and Preserve, and the Town of Crestone will pres-
ent a program which will interpret the area’s brilliant and incredibly 
dark Summer sky.  Included will be information about the Great Sand 
Dunes National Park and Preserve’s recent designation as an Interna-
tional Dark Sky Park.  Town of Crestone personnel will describe the 
Town’s commitment to control the growth of artificial light pollution and 
the preservation of its equally dark nighttime environment as it con-
tinues its journey to become designated as an International Dark Sky 
Community. The collaborative efforts to establish a Sangre de Cristo 
International Dark Sky Reserve will also be included in the program.  
The event will take place at the Baca National Wildlife Refuge Head-
quarters.  Light refreshments will be provided by the Town of Crestone. 
Crestone-Baca residents are urged to attend and to learn how each may 
join in the preservation of their community’s incredibly dark skies. 

It seems that, perhaps by chance, our small gateway community is 
being offered an opportunity to become a wayshower for our valley to rec-
ognize, protect and preserve its exceptional dark skies, and also to com-
municate that awe and wonder to our young people through local school 
curriculum and nighttime experiences.  A rising tide lifts all boats as our 
local valley communities begin to support dark sky preservation and as in-
dividuals we can no longer take for granted something each of us is being 
blessed with—every night—when we look up at our starry sky.

continued from page B-1
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by Matie Belle Lakish
Summer is finally here, and 

with it comes abundance—some-
times too much. This has been a 
wet year, so far, and we are seeing 
weeds galore, as well as some of our 
favorites over-producing. 

Thinning is tedious, and 
many gardeners, especially begin-
ning gardeners, can’t bear to waste 
all those plants by just pulling 
them out. I’ve been there. I know. 
You work hard digging through the 
rocks, removing the grass and other 
native vegetation, enrich your soil, 
and install your irrigation system. 
Finally, you get to plant, and when 
all those little carrots show their 
thin little first leaves you want to 
kiss them, not thin them. 

But the consequences are sig-
nificant. Un-thinned, the carrots 
will do their best to find the nu-
trients they need. They will send 
long skinny taproots deep into the 
soil, often twisting around other 
roots and rocks, so that when you 
dig them in the fall you will have 
nothing over half an inch in diam-
eter, if you can excavate it at all. If 
the crop is a leaf crop, plants will 
be skinny and have weak stems. 
Crowded lettuce, kale, chard or 
spinach will often bolt, or put up 
flower stalks, early to try to mature 
seeds before they give up on their 
crowded conditions. They will lean 
out in absurd positions to try to 
find sun and water. Corn or beans 
will be stunted and produce small 
cobs or pods, or none at all. 

Consider the needs of a 
healthy plant. A good-sized carrot 
is an inch or more wide. Thin them 
to an inch and a half. Beets, de-
pending on variety, need 3 to 4 inch-
es. Turnips about the same. Thin 
kale and other greens to about four 
inches. You can thin them more 
later if needed. Corn needs about 6 
to 8 inches, beans and peas about 
2 inches, although pole beans can 
be planted close to corn and use the 
stalks as a trellis. This is good from 
a nutrient point of view, as beans 
fix nitrogen for the corn. 

Thinning, can, however, be 
progressive. For instance, I initially 
thin kale to an inch apart, then let 
the plants grow to about 6 inches 
tall before I thin again. That way I 
have the thinnings to eat while the 
other plants are still growing. This 
strategy works well with greens, 
including salad greens. Some small 
carrots and beets can be harvested 
while thinning. It does not work so 
well with corn, beans, or squash 
where the harvest is the seed of the 
plant.

Weeds are another issue. A lot 
of gardeners are now using some 
kind of weed barrier. Commercial-
ly, many organic growers nation-
wide are using black plastic to com-
pletely cover their fields, except for 
the small holes where the plants 
go. This is, apparently, a good way 
for large-scale organic growers to 
avoid using Round-Up and other 
herbicides to control weeds. There 
are some downsides to this. First, 
the plastic means the plants are 
completely dependent on irriga-
tion, as rain can’t penetrate. An-
other factor is disposal. Mountains 
of plastic films are being disposed 
of in dumps every year. 

Other weed barriers are made 
with a type of paper that disinte-
grates and can be incorporated into 
the soil. I have seen this work on 
a small scale with newspaper or 
cardboard. Most cardboard has a 
protein-based glue that is not in-
compatible with gardens, and will 
eventually be incorporated into the 
soil. Dyes and coatings on some 
boxes can be a problem, however, 
and they rarely disintegrate in one 
season. Black, carbon-based news-
print, such as on The Crestone Ea-
gle is not usually a problem. I have 
not personally used any of the com-
mercial paper mulches, and they 
may be a good choice, but I would 
not count on them disintegrating 
in one season in our climate. Most 
paper needs to be covered to keep it 
from blowing around.

Fabric or fiber-based weed bar-
riers, such as those used by some 

professional landscape companies, 
can work well for a while, but I have 
noticed that some plants will do 
everything they can to get through 
or around them. Russian sage is 
particularly bad about this, but 
many other strong perennials will 
also push through. These plants 
send runners horizontally under 
the fiber until they find a seam or a 
weak spot where they push through 
to find the light. Abundant water 
under the barrier encourages this. 
Once plants have expanded like 
this, it is a major project, involving 
removing and replacing the barrier, 
to correct the problem. Uncovering 
the barrier, removing it, digging up 
the invading plants, then replacing 
the fiber and mulch can be a major 
undertaking. 

Natural mulches can have 
their issues, as well. Bark mulches 
brought in from other parts of the 
country can have lots of foreign weed 
seeds. Northwest cedar mulches are 
popular, but cedar can inhibit the 
growth of the plant it surrounds. 
Red cedar, or Juniper, is quite toxic 
to other plants. Wood chips are sim-
ilar. Local cottonwood bark or fiber 
should be good, although it may 
have seeds mixed in. Pine is not as 
problematic as juniper, but may in-
hibit growth to some extent, and is 
probably best used in paths. 

Personally, I prefer wood chips 
or shavings in paths and under 
trees, but for the vegetable garden, 
I prefer straw or leaves or grass 
clippings. These are easily moved 
around and placed strategically to 

maximize coverage of weeds and ir-
rigation. Root-runners of sage and 
other creeping plants are easily 
pulled out and the mulch replaced. 

While none of these are high 
in nitrogen, and may need a ma-
nure or compost supplement to 
qualify as a soil enhancement, I 
have noticed that these mulches 
do, over time, improve soil fertility, 
tilth, and earthworm habitat. They 
also moderate soil temperatures by 
holding in heat at night and pre-
venting overheating on hot sum-
mer days, and they help keep soils 
moist during the dry months.

GardenGuru
A time of overabundance

256-4252

SLV Garden Center, LLC.

The Sawyer Brothers
719-852-GROW (4769)

1669 N Hwy 285
(north of Dos Rios Restaurant)

Monte Vista, CO

-The Valley’s largest hydroponics and garden supply center-
Carrying full lines of the highest quality hydroponics 

and garden supplies
No orders too small or too big! 

Specializing in customer service 

Hours:  Mon-Fri 9:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

SALE PRICES

STOREWIDE!

Without thinning, plants will fail to thrive.
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8731 Monroe St, Hooper 
$74,900.4BD 2BA Fantastic 
opportunity to purchase this 
large, open feel home, just up 
the road from The Great Sand 
Dunes hot springs & National 
Park. This property would be 
an ideal investment, with huge 
potential.  

609 Panorama Way 
$330,000 3BD 2BA. Enter 
this home & feel the quality 
of craftsmanship. Living 
room has views that that-
will keep you sitting on the 
couch with your book & cup 
of tea. 

69 Diablo Ct $87,500 3BD 
2BA. New home in quiet 
location, walking distance to 
golf, library, tennis courts. 
Just a few minutes to town. 
Secluded cul-de-sac.  

3520 Forest Trail $165,000 
3 bedroom 1 bath ranch-
style home on private wood-
ed lot in a lovely part of 
Chalet II. Classic layout on 1 
level for easy living.   

269 Springdale Tr $750,000 
4BD 3.5BA. Spacious open 
floor plan, greenhouse, 2 car 
garage, horse stall, cottage w/
European wood stove, sauna 
& soaking tub. Completely off-
grid.  

2744 Easy Way. $197,500. 
Sits high up on the street for 
optimum views. Nicely seclud
-ed, yet close to town. Nice 
wrap around porch Sits 
high up on street for opti-
mum views.  

 

Niamh  Kelly-Weston 
Broker Associate 

 719.480.5347 
 

Se Habla Español 

187 W. Silver. $475,000 
Prime location in the center 
of Little Pearl Park. Current-
ly Restaurant, Brewery 2 
hotel rooms and Penthouse 
apartment. Long term lease 
in place.  

Shirley Motz 
Broker/Owner  
719.937.1691 

 
Top 1000 2013 Trends Journal 

 

3537 Camino Del Rey 
$279,000  New construction. 
Contemporary style. Choice 
of colors, upgrades etc. 
Stunning mtn. views. On 
paved rd, close to Temples 
& Retreat Centers, & the 
Stupa.  

2 5 9  M o o n l i g h t  W a y . 
$260,000  Situated high up in 
Chalet 1, just off paved road. 
Open airy floor plan & modern 
kitchen. Choose your colors & 
many upgrades. 

REDUCED 

3458C Enchanted $395,000 
Owner financing available 
on this exceptional income 
producing property. Estab-
lished B&B & Retreat Busi-
ness.Total 4 BD 3BA rental 
capacity. Bright & spacious 
with lots of windows. 

1307 Moonlight Way. 
$228,000. Choice of colors &  
options on this contemporary 
model on a lot near the 
creek and greenbelt. Up-
grades and options availa-
ble. Call for more details.  

25797 Hazard Cir, Moffat 
$179,000 3BD 2BA Spacious 
living room with wood burning 
stove, bright, open feel kitch-
en, lg master with private 
bathroom. Storage shed & lg 
back yard looking out to the 
mountains.   

3528 Enchanted Way 
$187,000 2BD 1BA. Call for 
seller carry terms on this 
charming 1 level starter, 
retirement or B&B property 
with stunning mountain 
views. Large storage shed. 
Close to paved road.  

1419 Badger Rd. $219,000 
2BD 2BA Great bungalow 
type home. Master Suite, 
has large walk-in closet, full 
bath, &  spacious bedroom 
with extra storage. Front 
mountain & panoramic 
valley views.  

169 Verano Court $158,600 
2BD 1BA. Great room floor 
plan, vaulted ceilings, low 
maintenance exterior & 
tremendous mtn views. This 
small home feels bigger 
than its actual square 
footage.  

365 Camino De Oro 
$146,600 2BD 1BA. Afforda-
ble living in the growing 
town of Crestone. HOA of 
$394. includes snow plowing 
to driveway, road mainte-
nance, tennis, golf, parks, 
library, lots of hiking trails.  

80 Cottonwood Creek Rd. 
$225,000 Large home on 7+ 
acres in the Grants, tons of 
charm! built in 1998 3170 sq 
ft with an additional guest 
cottage, outbuildings, off grid 
for self sustainability.  

158 E Silver $400,000 Rental 
income from liquor store and 
11 storage units with the sale 
all full no vacancies and 
waiting list. Prime downtown 
Crestone location. Lease in 
place on liquor store.  

16717 HWY 285, Saguache 
$ 1 9 9 , 9 0 0  2 B D  1 
BA  Beautifully remodeled, 
historic home 6 miles south of  
town of Saguache. This lovely 
home has a nice living room 
and formal dining room, new 
fixtures & finishes. 

Big Piney OL $199,000 This 
lovely 2 bedroom/1 bath 
home sits on 2.137 forested 
acres with gorgeous views of 
both the San Luis Valley and 
of the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains.  

3670 Enchanted Terrace 
$272,500 2 BD 1 BA. This is 
the perfect mountain retreat 
getaway nestled deep in a 
cul de sac with almost 4 
acres of land to protect 
privacy & invite wildlife.  

3737 Jubilant Way $169,000 
2 BD 2 BA Neo Modern 
design home-2X6 framing, I. 
R. C. rated, with vaulted 
ceilings, large spacious 
kitchen with dining area 
island. Home has natural 
light in every room. 

1629 Willow Creek Way. 
$199,000 2BD 1 BA. Tradi-
tional southwestern adobe 
style home with car port & 
adobe outbuilding off paved 
road. Close to town with 
spectacular views.  

3738 Jubilant Way $162,500 
2 BD 2 BA Neo Modern 
design home, in lovely set-
ting. Modern interior and 
exterior. This low mainte-
nance, one level home is 
great for the retirees, or 
vacation home.  
 

by Suzanne McGregor
Just a reminder to those 

who might have missed this 
information last month—the 
summer reading program at 
the library is going strong 
on Tuesday mornings from 
11am to noon.  The program 
“Animal Tails” is for toddlers 
through grade school age and 
is presented by Penny from 
the Saguache Public Library. 

There is no charge for the 
program, and registration 
forms are available in the li-
brary.  Drop-ins are welcome, 
and healthy snacks will be 
served.  Parents are encour-
aged to stay for the program 
if they choose to do so, and 
older kids are welcome to 
assist the younger ones who 
might need a helping hand.

Please be sure to visit 
our annual Root Beer Float 
booth at the 4th of July cel-
ebration in the park. This 
event, sponsored by the Baca 
Grande Friends of the Li-
brary (FOL), is one of their 
main fundraisers for our li-
brary.  The FOL uses funds to 
enhance our current library, 
like the new display table in 
the front room.  It is being 
custom-made to match the 

circulation desk and will be 
ready soon.  The FOL encour-
ages all community members 
to support this valuable com-
munity resource and become 
a member of this group.  You 
can sign up at the library to 
get information about the 
FOL and their schedule of 
monthly meetings.

“Intellectual freedom is 
the right of every individual 
to both seek and receive in-
formation from all points of 
view without restriction. It 
provides for free access to all 
expressions of ideas through 
which any and all sides of a 
question, cause or movement 
may be explored. Intellec-
tual freedom encompasses 
the freedom to hold, receive 
and disseminate ideas.  En-
joy your freedom to read by 

visiting your local library.”—
American Library Associa-
tion on the First Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution

“If large numbers of 
people believe in freedom of 
speech, there will be freedom 
of speech, even if the law for-
bids it. But if public opinion 
is sluggish, inconvenient mi-
norities will be persecuted, 
even if laws exist to protect 
them.”—George Orwell, au-
thor, c. 1945

Note:  The library will 
be closed on Thursday, July 
4 in observance of the many 
freedoms with which we are 
blessed.  

Baca Grande Library, 
256-4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 
10:00am-5pm; Sat. 10am-
4pm.



The Crestone Eagle • July, 2019 • Page B-13 

I was delighted a few years 
back to come across a monkshood 
plant in flower.  I hadn’t seen one 
before and it’s always a thrill to 
come across a new friend. It’s kind 
of like meeting a Facebook friend in 
person for the first time.  Monks-
hood likes to grow near the creeks 
where the ground is damp.  It’s a 
beautiful plant in the buttercup 
family.  The leaves look similar 
to wild geranium, and the purple 
flower looks a bit like larkspur 
without the tail.

I hesitated to write about 
Monkshood before because even 
though it’s a medicinal herb, it re-
ally is quite toxic.  It has been used 
topically as a liniment on unbroken 
skin for conditions such as shin-
gles.  The tincture has been used 
internally in single drop doses, usu-

ally for pain.  It has been used for 
people who have strong vital force 
and are suffering from an acute 
situation.  Again, monkshood is a 
poisonous plant, please respect it.

Aconite (Aconitum napelles) 
can safely be used homeopathical-
ly.  It’s used in the first stages of 
illness, usually for the sudden on-
set of a cold, fever or flu after being 
exposed to cold or wind.  Emotional 
indications include fear, panic, and 
possibly fear of death.  People with 
low vital force don’t get illnesses 
that are helped by aconite.

As a flower essence monks-
hood has been used for “repression 
of spiritual capacities due to fear 
of psychic opening, often associat-
ed with traumatic memory, of near 
death or related threshold experi-
ences; paralysis of spiritual forces 

due to prior trauma or cultic 
abuse” (Flower Essence Socie-
ty).  And this from Lioness En-
ergetics, “Monkshood—named 
for its resemblance to a monk’s 
hood- addresses relationship, 
both spiritual/personal and so-
cial/collective. It can be helpful 
for those prone to hermitry, or 
who are living “like monks”—
to feel safe interacting with 
others and with the world, 
and to desire interaction. (It 
teaches that this interplay can 
be sweet, gentle and uncondi-
tional.) Whether one is hiding 
behind literal or metaphorical 
walls, this essence supports 
the removal of outworn de-
fenses and unnecessary armor 
(its top sepal also resembles a 
soldier’s helmet). It is about co-
operation between soul groups, 
species, galaxies . . . and con-
nection with same.”

If you are lucky enough to 
come across this plant, sit with 
it and get to know its unique per-
sonality.  Enjoy.

Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 
herbalist and natural healer, also 

working with Plant Spirit Medi-
cine, Intuitive Energy Healing and 
‘The Journey’ cellular healing.  For 
an appointment call 719-937-7786 
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
Aconite or Monkshood (Aconitum columbianum)

Monkshood.

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More
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by Kizzen Laki
A used Persian area rug was 

one of the first pieces of furniture 
I owned. That and an oak kitchen 
table and my start of Fiesta Ware 
were given to me by Ray and C’Belle 
Gumm. In 1972 we landed in Colo-
rado on the 1000-acre ranch west 
of Nathrop owned by the Gumms.  
The ranch was no longer a working 
ranch and only had a couple of an-
cient horses and a totally wild paint 
mare. The Gumms, now in their 80s, 
had long ago moved to Sun City, Ar-
izona but kept the ranch house as a 
summer home. We were young to-
tal greenhorns and they kinda took 
us in and let us rent a ranch-hand 
house. Except we couldn’t afford the 
rent so they put us to work tending 
the horses, repairing outbuildings 
and fences. 

The Gumms decided to clear 
out much of their stuff in storage 
so we helped them pack, sort and 
move. Valuable things went to Ari-
zona, lesser things they gave to us.  
My husband and friend and I had 
arrived with just what we had in 
our 1952 white Chevy pickup. They 
gave us blankets and kitchen ware, 
odds and ends of things and that 5’ 
x 6’ Persian rug. It was used, but 
well-cared for and the nicest thing 
I had. Rich red and brown patterns, 
warm colors with a soft wool nap. I 
felt rich just owning it.

The rug became the center of 
my home. It also became the indica-
tor of “home”.  I had it in my cabin 
in Chalk Creek and my two oldest 
children learned to crawl on that 
rug—its thickness protecting their 
knees. It was where they played 
with blocks or cars or dolls. 

When I finally moved from the 
cabin it went to the next place.  So 
did the oak kitchen table, and now 
a pie cupboard and a very heavy 
used upright piano that I rescued 
and repaired after finding it liter-
ally dumped at a Goodwill drop off 
box.  I cleaned mouse nests out of 
it, reset keys, patched the sound 
board and let the kids bang on it to 
their hearts content. It was also one 
big back-breaking object to move 
everytime I moved. And I moved a 
lot for awhile. Home was where the 
heart—and the rug—was.

The little apartment in town, 
new and strange to the kids, had 
the rug put down right in the mid-
dle and became the kids’ home 
place. Familiar patterns for the toy 
cars to travel, a soft place to read 
books, play games or take a nap 
with a blanky. I told stories about 
magic carpets and we pretended 
to fly—over the houses to far-away 
places on grand adventures.   Hold 
on to the edges, don’t fall off!  We 
laughed and flew, cuddled and slept 
on our very own magic rug.  (Not 

everyone had one but we did!)
We moved into a creekside 

home and there was the rug. It got 
rolled onto the top of a Volkswa-
gen Bug.  It was in the bottom of a 
pickup truck with a topper shell.  It 
fit perfectly on the floor of the tent 
that we lived in for 3 months when 
we moved to the Baca Ranch. My-
self, new husband, two young kids, 
a new little baby, and a large Irish 
setter camped in the tent. Pads and 
blankets over the top of the Persian 
rug.  Home is right here.

Years of hard use, kids and 
dogs, started taking their toll on the 
rug. The nap became worn down 
to threads that were coming apart 
and the edges frayed.  It did a few 
months’ stint in a teepee and that’s 

what finally did the rug in. When 
the next home came along the rug 
was nearly a rag. Those beautiful 
Persian reds and browns were gone. 
But still. But still. It went out onto 
the porch to wipe your feet, a place 
for the dog to nap—coming undone, 
coming apart.

It didn’t make the next move 
into our long-time home. The kids 
were older, the magic had shifted to 
other things. There were other rugs.  
The piano moved on. The oak table 
I still have. The Fiesta Ware I use 
every day.  The kids are all grown, 
with real homes of their own. They 
may not even remember that rug.

But when I remember those 
days of my bright-eyed toddlers and 
young children and our adventur-
ous gypsy life while we searched for 
a home, I see under our feet, under 
small bottoms, a lush red and brown 
magic carpet that was always ready 
for a child—or a ride.

In the 1970’s Kizzen and her 
family lived in the back country 
of the Colorado mountains. They 
chopped wood and hauled water 
and had marvelous adventures. 
This is a story from those days.

Mountain Mamas  
    Tell Tall Tales

The Magic Carpet

Kizzen with her daughter and baby son with another child visiting a friend’s house.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
•Building New Homes•

elinor1320@fairpoint.net
Licensed and Insured

      
      T

ERRAPIN & COMPANY

RAD CONSTRUCTION
RON DUNBAR

Custom Fine Home Building
Remodels Additions Tiny Houses

rndunbar@gmail.com
(719) 256-5342     (415) 446-8980

licensed since 1990  #584333

Open Mon-Fri 8-5

200 East 1st Street, Salida CO 81201    719-539-5384

Michelin Defender LTX
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Is peace verboten?
by Tom deMers
Little boats attack big boats, 

grainy photographs, unprovoked 
attacks. Sound familiar? Sound 
perhaps like August 2, 1964, when 
the USS Maddox was attacked off 
the coast of Vietnam? The Maddox 
actually dodged two torpedoes that 
day, fired from little boats over a 
mile away. The big lie came two 
days later, a second unprovoked at-
tack, never happened. It led to war.

Unprovoked? Yes, according 
to the defense department at the 
time. But years later when the 
truth emerged, told by no less than 
Defense Secretary Robert McNa-
mara in his memoirs (confirmed in 
a 2005 report by the National Se-
curity Agency), the US military in 
conjunction with the CIA had been 
running covert actions along the 
coast of North Vietnam for months 
and violating international waters 
that North Vietnam claimed, limits 
the French established many years 
earlier. The Maddox was “peaceful-
ly” doing that, six miles inside the 
twelve-mile limit when it was con-
fronted.

Hindsight reveals the US was 
picking a fight. They (we) got what 
they wanted, having forgotten that 
Asian soldiers can be damn tough. 
About 54,000 Americans paid with 
their lives for that bit of bullying. 
The “domino theory” was the jus-
tification, the idea that if Vietnam 
went communist, then the rest 
of the region would tumble like 
dominoes. Wrong. Capitalism was 
spooked by communism since be-
fore the Russian Revolution.

Perhaps the way it is spooked 
by Iran right now. Or is Islam only 
our Russian president’s phobia? 
Oops! Did I say that? But wait. 
He likes Russia, so is communism 
okay now? Vlad Putin our pal? Gets 
real confusing. The constant seems 
to be America’s need for enemies. 
Commies in a slump? Let’s bust it 
up with the Ayatollah. Yeah, gotta 
protect Israel. And the real deal: 
keep the oil flowing. Oh, but not 
Iran’s oil. The Tonkin Gulf has been 
updated to the Straits of Hormuz.

Whatever happened to peace? 
Why is that never an option until 
after much blood has been spilled? 

Guns in our schools. Arm the 
teachers. Arm the janitor. A gun is 
a mentality. And the backbone of a 
multi-billion-dollar defense indus-
try, our American complex. There’s 
a bullet in a lot of paychecks. 

No question. Elements within 
Islam intend harm to Christians 
and the west, but they are not the 
heart of Islam. Shaykha Fariha* is 
the spiritual guide of a worldwide 
community of Sufi Muslims. After 
two mosques were attacked and 
51 worshipers killed by a white 
terrorist last March, she respond-
ed with this: “As a response to the 
events in Christchurch (Christ 
is truly there in the midst of the 
tragedy), feel more connected to 
everyone on earth, reach out more, 
recognize our shared human/di-
vine inheritance and pray for for-
giveness and guidance for all of 
us . . . By holding this prayerful 
state of conscious unity, we will 
help to bring about peace. Peace 
only comes with unity. We will 
never achieve peace through sep-
aration.”  

No guns or enemies in any of 
this. So, if war turns a profit, and 
America is the world’s leading eco-
nomic super power (big hands on 
the tiller), it may be that peace 
rather than Islam is what the bul-
let mind finds most fearful. It’s the 
mind without mindfulness that 
freaks me out. As Louis Carroll put 
it, “Beware the frumious Bander-
snatch.”

*quote courtesy of Kate 
Steichen who guides a local Sufi 
community

by Peter Anderson
It was not a difficult stretch of river—just a few class two riffles—

but it was running high and fast and eddies were scarce. Caroline, my 
14-year-old daughter and I were paddling inflatable kayaks or “duckies,” 
a name that doesn’t really do justice to the nature of the boat, which is 
quick and sleek compared to a thirteen-foot raft like the no-frills “bucket 
boat” our friends were paddling just upstream. Rosalea, my older daugh-
ter and her friend Chenoa, both of them kids who have grown up going 
down rivers, weren’t far behind us in a tandem “duckie.” Even though 
we weren’t expecting any big water on this stretch, we hadn’t been on 
this part of the river before, so I wanted to make sure we weren’t too 
spread out. “Let’s eddy out when we can, so everyone can catch up,” I 
told Caroline.

Easier said than done. Slower water was virtually non-existent 
along this stretch. A menacing slate-colored sky above us troubled me; 
anvil-shaped storm clouds further down valley even moreso. This was an 
early season run and it was cold. I was scanning the river bank ahead for 
a place, in between piles of sharp-edged timbers and branches, where we 
might pull in and warm up. I pointed out some shallows, a small opening 
that might offer us a resting place for a little while. We paddled in that 
direction, but it was soon clear that Caroline wasn’t going to make it. 
“Never mind, Honey,” I hollered, but it was too late. She slid sideways 
into some sweeper branches, which held her, for the time being, in some 
quieter water. After I slid by with the rest of the river, I turned my boat 
upstream and paddled hard, hoping to pull in just below her. Rosalea 
and Chenoa drifted by while Caroline was trying, without much luck, 
to paddle or pry herself loose from the branches. “Don’t lean upstream,” 
I told her, but it was too late. The far edge of her boat caught too much 
water and over she went. 

“Stay with your boat,” Rosalea shouted. I kept trying to buck the 
current long enough to let Caroline catch up. It was no use. I could tell 
she was cold and scared, although she was doing her best to hide it. But 
she had managed to hang on to her paddle and boat and she was final-
ly in quieter water where she could stand. My pal Scottie, a seasoned 
river hand, was guiding the paddle boat down toward her and would be 
there soon. She wasn’t really in imminent danger, and she’s a tough kid 
besides, but that didn’t keep me from paddling toward her, even though 
I knew there wasn’t much I could do. Then I heard Rosalea holler, “Dad, 
look out behind you!” A hundred feet downstream, a massive blue spruce 
choked off half the river. With some reluctance, I paddled away from my 
daughter, heading further out into the river to avoid the danger down-
stream. Then I watched from a distance as Scottie and crew swooped in, 
made the rescue, and steered clear of the big spruce.  

That night I didn’t sleep well. In that not-quite-dozing twilight, I 
replayed our river mishap over and over. Each time I felt just as helpless, 
drifting further downstream from a daughter in need. Having guided 
on the Arkansas in the late seventies and before that on the Colorado 
through the Grand Canyon, I have seen plenty of river wrecks, many of 
which could have turned out worse than they did. I have never witnessed 
a death on the river, but I remember hearing about the occasional fatali-
ty back in those early guiding days and I remember how that would cast 
a pall over the entire boating community. The river day I have described 
here doesn’t even come close to the danger of other river situations I 
have seen, but rivers are never entirely safe. If they were, boating would 
not be an adventure. 

But this time the adventure involved my daughter. I continued to 
replay the incident in that late night magic theater of the mind? And 
when I got tired of re-playing the real incident, I played a fictional ver-
sion in which my daughter went into the river but did not come out. 
Why? Did I have a gloom and doom obsession? Was I blending in some 
tragic drama to placate the boredom that comes with insomnia? I can’t 
say for sure, but I woke up with a visceral sense that life is always tenu-
ous on a river or anywhere else for that matter. Try as we might, we can 
only do so much to protect the ones we love.

‘Dispatch from the Edge’
is sponsored by

Carol & David Lee

    one hand clapping

Solution to crossword puzzle from page 
B-17.

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com
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Where did our first president keep all of  
his mice? 
Mount Vermin!
What do you call an American drawing? 
Yankee doodler!
 What did the colonists wear to the 
Boston Tea Party?
Tea-shirts.
Which famous person do you get when 
you make a wreath out of  $100 bills?
Aretha Franklin!
What did one firecracker say to the other 
firecracker? 
My pop is bigger than your pop!
What kind of  tea did the American colo-
nists thirst for?
Liberty.
What quacks, has webbed feet, and be-
trays his country?
Beneduck Arnold.
Where did George Washington buy his 
hatchet?
At the chopping mall.
What do you get if  you cross a patriot 
with a small curly-haired dog?
Yankee Poodle.
What has feathers, webbed feet, and 

certain inalienable rights?
The Ducklaration of  Independence.
What do you get if  you cross the first 
signer of  the Declaration of  Indepen-
dence with a rooster?
John Hancock-a-doodle-doo.
What do you get when you cross a dino-
saur and fireworks?
Dino-mite. 
True or False? The Declaration of  Inde-
pendence was written in Philadelphia. 
False. It was written in ink.
Why did the British soldiers wear red 
coat? 
So they could hide in the tomatoes.
What’s red, white and blue? 
A sad candy cane!
What’s red, white, black and blue?
Uncle Sam falling down the stairs.
What’s red, white, blue, and green? 
A patriotic pickle.
What else is red, white, blue and green?
A seasick Uncle Sam.
And what else is red, white, blue, and 
green? 
A patriotic turtle!
What’s red, white, blue, and ugly? 
The Revolutionary Warthog.
What was the craziest battle of  the Revo-
lutionary War?
The Battle of  Bonkers Hill.
What do you eat on the 5th of  July?
Independence Day-old pizza.
What’s George Washington’s favorite 
store.
The Dollar store.

George Washington owned a 
distillery. that produced nearly 11,000 
gallons of  whiskey a year. It was one 
of  the largest distilleries in America. 
A reproduction of  it can been seen at 
Mt. Vernon.

He was the only president unan-
imously elected. Meaning all of  the 
state representatives voted for him.

He never served as president in 
Washington D.C., the capital that 
was named for him. In his first year 
the capital was in New York City, 
then moved to Philadelphia, Pennsyl-
vania.

He was six feet tall, which was 
very tall for the 1700s.

The story of  George Washington 
chopping down his father’s cherry 
tree is considered fiction and likely 
never happened.

George Washington did not have 
wooden teeth, but did wear dentures 
made from ivory.

Washington gave freedom to his 
slaves in his will.

George Washington

Fun Facts
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THEME: THE 4TH OF JULY

ACROSS
1. Reproductive cell
5. Tai’s partner
8. At the stern
11. Do like phoenix
12. Person of French descent
13. It can’t be refused?
15. Hand-to-hand combat weapon
16. Sty sound
17. Justin Bieber’s 2015 hit
18. *Pyrotechnic display
20. De-wrinkler
21. Expression of delight
22. *”O say can you ____”
23. *One of three presidents who 
died on July 4
26. Gloria Gaynor’s “I Will ____”
30. Turkish military leader
31. With complex decorations
34. Biblical place of bliss
35. Economic crisis
37. South American tuber
38. Gladiator’s turf
39. Serum, pl.
40. Stellar
42. Humpty Dumpty did this
43. “Jeopardy” competitor, e.g.
45. Blotch or dapple
47. 34th Pres.
48. Unmanned flyer
50. MXN, as in currency
52. *British monarch
56. *____ Burr, officer in Revolu-
tionary War and VP
57. Aquarium dweller
58. Of two minds
59. *Puts John Hancock down
60. Log splitter
61. Arrival times
62. Plays for pay
63. Ball in a socket
64. “____ and rave”

DOWN
1. ____ Approach in music education
2. The last Henry Tudor
3. Soviet acronym
4. Shooting star
5. Capital of Egypt
6. ____-dory
7. Varieties
8. ‘70s hairdo
9. “Where the Red ____ Grows”
10. “Don’t ____ this at home!”
12. Pyle of “The Andy Griffith 
Show”
13. Willow twig
14. *”The Stars and Stripes ____”
19. What pertussis patients do
22. Johnny Cash’s boy with unfor-
tunate name
23. En ___, or all together
24. Watcher
25. a.k.a. Pleasant Island
26. *State on Old Glory
27. “That is,” Latin
28. Like bribe-taking politician
29. Related on mother’s side
32. Narrow margin of victory
33. *Stamp ____, imposed tax on 
American colonies
36. *One of two Presidents to sign 
the Constitution
38. “____ came a spider...”
40. Gobbled up
41. Like libertine
44. Venerated paintings in Ortho-
dox church
46. ____-totter
48. Unpleasant airport news
49. One in Pinkerton’s gallery
50. Twosome
51. RenÈ Descartes’ “therefore”
52. Hunted animal
53. Itty-bitty bit
54. Persian Gulf country
55. Research facil.
56. Pharaoh’s cobra
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by Ish
1/ Dead to Me: (2019) Series/11 episodes. Well 

done series mixing grief and humor. A powerful friend-
ship develops over a grief therapy group with an uptight 
widower and a free spirit. Stars: Christina Applegate, 
Linda Cardellini, James Marsden (4 stars)

2/ Rim of the World: (2019) A story of four misfit teenagers, who 
are at a summer camp reluctantly, joining forces to save the world when 
an alien invasion occurs. Flows well, entertaining. (3.25 stars)

3/ King Kong: (2005) Re-make of a classic, here an overly ambi-
tious movie producer coerces his cast and a hired ship crew to travel to a 
mysterious Skull Island. They encounter a wild tribe and find Kong who 
becomes smitten with the leading lady, Ann Darrow. Great special effects 
with giant bugs, dinosaurs and of course King Kong. Stars: Naomi Watts, 
Jack Black, Adrien Brody, Colin Hanks (4 stars)

4/ John Carter: (2012) John Carter is a Civil War veteran who, 
when asked by the Army to join and refuses, is locked up. While escap-
ing he finds a cave and encounters someone with a medallion. When he 
touches it he is transported to Mars, where he is able to leap hundreds of 
feet. Here the movie unfolds as he becomes a hero on Mars. Stars: Taylor 
Kitsch, Lynn Collins, Samantha Morton, Willem Dafoe (3.5 stars)

5/ Rolling Thunder Revue: (2019) Wow, another incredible film 
by Martin Scorsese. In 2 hours and 22 minutes he captures a mix of doc-
umentary, concert film, road trip and fantasy, the spirit of America circa 
1975 and the joyous music of Bob Dylan during that time. An insightful 
and insideful glimpse of Bob Dylan and a great capture of Joan Baez’s 
humor. Stars: Bob Dylan, Allen Ginsberg, Patti Smith, Joan Baez, Ram-
blin’ Jack Elliot, Sam Shepard, Sharon Stone, Anne Waldman (5 stars)

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

“For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live 
in a way that respects and enhances the freedom of others.”
                                         —Nelson Mandela



Public Notices
Veterans Assistance Grant

The Saguache County Veterans Service 
Office has limited grant funds to assist 
with rent, utilities, food and gas. Contact 
Jim Sheeran at 719-655-2680 or at 
jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov for 
more information.

Houses & Property for Sale
For Sale by Owner

Baca Meadows Townhome. 3 BR/3BA  1622 
sq ft. Many upgrades including: Energy 
efficient ETS, wood burning fireplace, 
W/D, custom made honeycomb blinds on 
all windows. Large fenced in brick patio 
with amazing views.  $279,000. For more 
information call 303-517-0551.

2 private lots in Chalet 1
Tap fees paid on both. One has utilities, water 
and foundation in and ready to build (plans 
included) or put up a Colorado Yurt Co, 2 
story, 30 ft yurt. Off paved road with views of 
the valley and mountains. Owner will carry 
note with 25% down. 520-297-1438.

Land for sale by Owner
Lot 1445, 3.79 acres: $18,900. Lot 1444, 
3.49 acres: $17,500 OR BOTH LOTS 
together: $34,900 totaling 7.28 acres. They 
front on Spanish Creek Trail in the Grants. 
Please text for more information: 719-220- 
0016.

Creek lots in the Grants
24 acres, 5 lots, 2 of them creek lots, 360* 
views. $109,500 owner financing available. 
719-256-5439

LOT FOR SALE
528 Panorama Way, trees, great views, 
utilities to lot, tap fee NOT paid, $8000 
OBO.  719-588-8727

Houses for Rent
2 Bedroom 2 Bath House

Charming 2-story house with 2 Bedroom & 

2 Bathroom, located on 2 acres lot. Very 
private with gorgeous views, large windows, 
high ceilings, wood burning stove, radiant 
floor heating, washer & dryer. $1,700 First, 
Last Deposit + Utilities & Lease. Call 719-
371-5688.

Furnished 1 BD + Loft
Fully furnished house with 1 bdrm, loft 
bdrm, & study with 3/4 bath, wood floors 
& ceilings & kitchen cabinets. Stackable 
washer/dryer, great wood stove & electric 
baseboard heat.  Nice deck w/view.  First, 
last month & security rent.  No smoking, no 
pets. $1350   Call Tess @ 785-539-1795.

3 BR 1 BA House
Chalet 2. Sun room & yard. 5 minutes 
creek. W/D, new propane heater, 2 wood 
stoves, rock walls, newly carpeted/painted. 
Avail. 8/1.  1 yr lease. $1200/mo + utilities.  
719-937-1331

SAGUACHE COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

PUBLIC NOTICE

THE SAGUACHE COUNTY BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONERS, SITTING AS THE SAGUACHE COUNTY 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION, WILL CONDUCT 
HEARINGS ON PROPERLY FILED NOTICE OF DE-
TERMINATION PROTESTS ON:

THURSDAY, AUGUST 1, 2019, AT 9:00 A.M.
FRIDAY, AUGUST 2, 2019, AT 9:00 A.M. (AS   

         NEEDED)

HEARING WILL BE HELD IN THE COMMISSION-
ER’S ROOM, SAGUACHE COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
501 4TH STREET, SAGUACHE CO.

TRISH GILBERT
SAGUACHE COUNTY CLERK & RECORDER

06/17/2019

PUBLIC NOTICE
Forest Reserve Title III Proposed Project

The Saguache County Board of Commissioners is soliciting public 
proposals to spend Forest Service Title III funds for any projects that 
will be used for projects that pertain to property that adjoins the US 
Federal Property. Written proposals must be received by 11AM on July 
12, 2019.  

Written project request must be submitted to the Saguache County 
Administration office in the basement of the courthouse or mailed to PO 
Box 655, Saguache, CO 81149.  The deadline for submittal is Friday, 
July 12, 2019 at 11AM.

L O C A L  L O D G I N G
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

  Nestled in the woods you can 
experience the embrace of a 
Strawbale Bed & Breakfast

719-256-5116
www.casaalegria.co ~ casa.alegria @ yahoo.com

Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom suites
with individual bathrooms

Fully furnished kitchens
Spacious and Private

Beautiful views 
Long-term Rentals Available!

[

[

[

[

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonerentals.net

Electrum’s Rentals
Retreat and Enjoy!!

*The Hobbit House
*Shamanic Healing House

 *Yurts $50 per night
*Rental House Management

Call or text: 719-588-2114
globalspirit13@gmail.com

Nighly, Weekly, Monthly
Air BnB

Group Retreats
Full Moon  or Private Ceremonies

Cash ~ CC ~CryptoCurrency

Chalet II 2700sf. green-built, 
2-story round home with 360 
views. 4bd, 2ba, wraparound 

balcony, steam shower, 
attached greenhouse, solar 

heat/hot water.  
Call or text: 719-256-4576.

Spend summer  
in the mountains...
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.



View Views Views
*Wood burning stove, ETS & electric 
baseboards. *You will love the views, Valley 
and Mountain. *3 BD, 2 BA spacious loft 
and basement with utility room (washer & 
dryer). Located on 1.5 acres, backing up 
to greenbelt.  $1,350 a month + last and 
deposit + utilities 12-month lease. Call 
Seva Home & Property Management 719 
937 4226.

2 BD 1 BA House
2 bedrooms, 1 Bath, 1160 sf energy 
efficient house with ETS heating and 
Hearthstone wood stove. Cherry hardwood 
floors with carpet in bedrooms. Upstairs 
mountain views. Washer/ Dryer, available 
Aug 1st. $900/month, first, last and security 
deposit. Call 719.256.4243 or email 
crestonebacath@gmail.com

3 BR 2 BA House
Beautifully furnished cozy, 3 BR 2 BA, 2200 
sf home. Many exquisite features including 
Travertine floors with three zone radiant 
heat. Modern kitchen with all appliances 
and granite counter tops. Solid marble 
stand- alone bath tub in MB. Washer/dryer. 
Kiva fireplace. Lovely enclosed courtyard. 
Close to greenbelt and hiking trails. $2,100/

mo, tenant pays utilities. 1st, last and security 
deposit. Please inquire at crestonebacath@
gmail.com or 719-256-4243.

Exceptional Serene Strawbale 
Home

3BR/2BA + studio. Stunning views. 
Exquisitely crafted, natural finishes, solar, 
energy efficient, radiant heat. Must see. 
No smoking. $1850/month heat + water 
included. 303-709-3377  http://www.
facebook.com/TheCrestoneDreamHouse

Apartments/Rooms for Rent
STARLIT Hostel

Rooms Available: single or double 
occupancy.  Daily/ Weekly/ Monthly.  More 
info call Doug 719-256-5142

Studio Apartment For Rent - 
Downtown Crestone

Large, furnished apartment for rent in 
downtown Crestone.  450 SqFt, Private 
Entrance. $750 / Mo. Includes Utils and 
Internet. NS, No Pets. Quiet. 775-636-1877

Services
All phases of New Construction  

& Remodels
Specializing in roofs (metal, EPDM, TPO), 
stucco, flooring, painting, concrete, 
cabinets, tile, drywall, plaster, decks, 
gazebos, carports, barns, strawbale, 
sustainable, off-grid, energy efficient. 
Licensed and Bonded. General Contractor. 
FREE Estimates. Reliable Carpentry 719-
496-7630

General Services
Trustworthy, Reliable, Reasonable Rates. 
Wood splitting, spring cleaning, indoor/
outdoor maintenance, house/pet sitting, 
painting, small/odd jobs. Many local work 
and personal references available! Call Phil 
at (424) 229-0341 or email phurrle1@
gmail.com

Veterans’ Benefits
County Veteran Service Officer does 
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at 
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn 
about your benefits.

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop 
in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call 
Dennis 256-4110

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates.  Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.com

Detailed House Cleaning  
& Organization

I use environmentally friendly, aromatic 
cleaning products, have 25+ years 
experience, view cleaning as a spiritual 
experience, hold a strong work ethic, do 
my best, am punctual, honest, trustworthy, 
competent, intelligent, diligent, detail-
oriented.  kristikohaver@gmail.com  719-
429-2774

Help Wanted
Canaly Caregiving

Looking for a good match, win/win 
caregiver live-in situation, room/board, 
stipend included. Ninety-three year, 
female elder needs companion, light 

meals cooked, minimal catheter care. Very 
mellow, gentle, lucid person. Starting date 
in late July or August. Send interested letter, 
contact info with brief background and 
local (2) references to: Canaly Caregiver, 
P.O. Box 127, Crestone, CO 81131. Serious 
inquiries only.

Misc. for Sale
Building Supplies

One hundred year old weathered barn 
wood.  Spanish roof tile.  New Doors and 
Windows.  720-201-3857

Free
Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

Shawn Wadelton L.L.C. Owner/Operator

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
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Dear EarthTalk:  
If we already know how 
to capture carbon dioxide 
(CO2) and turn it into 
fuel, why aren’t we doing 
more of it?

—M.N. Daly, Springfield, MA

With recent measurements 
detecting the highest levels of at-
mospheric CO2 in human history—
and experts warning we have less 
than a dozen years to turn around 
our profligate emissions to avoid 
cataclysmic changes—the time is 
nigh to start ratcheting down our 
carbon footprints. One solution 
that seems obvious but has been 
slow to get out of the starting gate 
is scrubbing large amounts of CO2 
from the air and recycling it as a 
feedstock to produce carbon-neu-
tral fuels to power our machines. 

We have known how to cap-
ture CO2 from the air at large scale 
since the 1950s, but it wasn’t until 
the late 1990s that environmental-
ists started looking to so-called “Di-
rect Air Capture” (DAC) as one of 
a suite of tools at our disposal for 
dealing with the greenhouse effect. 
Since then, researchers have been 
scrambling to come up with the 
most efficient ways to capture CO2.

Massachusetts-based start-
up Carbon Engineering formed in 
2011 in an effort to produce and 
eventually commercialize DAC 
technology that can use captured 
CO2 to make fuel at costs competi-
tive with producing conventional 
fossil fuels. After several years of 
research and development and im-
plementation of its technologies at 
a pilot plant in British Columbia, 
the company has been able to get 
the costs of capturing CO2 down 
to ~$100/ton—six times less than 
previous models predicted was pos-
sible.

But it’s what happens next 
that has environmental advocates 
jazzed. Carbon Engineering’s so-

lar-powered electrolyzer splits wa-
ter into hydrogen and oxygen, and 
then combines the hydrogen with 
previously captured CO2 to make 
carbon-neutral gasoline, diesel or 
even jet fuel. Assuming a $100/
ton cost for capturing atmospheric 
CO2, the company can produce 
these eco-friendly fuels for about 
$1/liter, which is only marginally 
more expensive than their fossil-
fuel counterparts. The hope is that 
costs will come down to below fossil 
fuels as demand grows and facili-
ties scale up. Also, as more states 
follow California’s lead in requiring 
increasingly significant portions of 
their fuel mixes to come from “low-
carbon” sources, demand for these 
green alternative fuels will rise and 
prices will likely drop even more.  

R&D like this isn’t limited to 
the U.S. Spain’s SUN-to-LIQUID 
project uses unique solar concen-
tration technologies that combine 
sunlight with oxygen and atmos-
pheric CO2 to get three times as 
much energy out of the sun’s rays 
as existing solar “reactors.” The re-
sulting “synthesis fuel” combines 
hydrogen and carbon monoxide 
and could be used to power vehicles 
or any type of engine equipped to 
deal with it.

And a team of Swiss and Nor-
wegian scientists wants to put such 

technologies to use on millions of 
solar-powered floating islands at 
sea that could suck CO2 out of the 
air and turn it into fuel without 
taking up any land or bothering 
human neighbors. Such a plan may 
seem far-fetched, but we need to be 
open to new idea if we are going to 
turn the tide on climate change be-
fore we reach the dreaded “point of 
no return.”

CONTACTS: “Atmospheric 
CO2 hits record high in May 2019,” 
earthsky.org/earth/atmospheric-
co2-record-high-may-2019; “Re-
newable transportation fuels from 
water and carbon dioxide,” https://
phys.org/news/2019-06-renewable-
fuels-carbon-dioxide.html; “A Pro-
cess for Capturing CO2 from the 
Atmosphere,“ www.cell.com/joule/
fulltext/S2542-4351(18)30225-3; 
“11 million floating solar farms 
could eliminate carbon emis-
sions from transport,” www.
chemistryworld.com/news/11-mil-
lion-floating-solar-farms-could-
eliminate-carbon-emissions-from-
transport-/3010580.article.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. To see 
more, visit www.emagazine.com. 
Send questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
May 21 to June 20

Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip (includes melted 
snow): 0.55”
Snow: 1.5”
Measurable liquid precipitation fell 
on 9 days.
Measurable rain fell on 8 days.
A trace of rain fell on 5 days
Measurable snow fell on 1 day.
A trace of snow fell on 2 days.
4 thunderstorms occurred.
1 hail storm occurred.
Total precipitation year to date:
Since Jan 1: 6.43”  
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 50.0”
Snow Season*: 70.4”
*Snow season runs from July 1 to 
June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 78.7°F on June 8 
Low temp: 26.2°F on May 24
Avg. high: 69.6°F
Avg. low: 38.1°F
Number of days with the high tem-
perature at or above 70°: 16
Number of days with the high tem-
perature at or above 60°: 29
Number of days with the low tem-
perature at or below 32°: 9
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 4.0 mph  
Highest gust: 56 mph on May 23
Main direction: Out of the east at 
night, out of the south southwest 
during the day.

Weather summary:  
Temperatures for the period 

were below normal, with one re-
cord low recorded on May 21, when 
the thermometer fell to 26 degrees, 
breaking the old mark by one de-
gree, which was set back in 2001.

For the first time this year, 
precipitation for the period was 
below average, especially for the 
first 20 days in June. We did see re-
cord snowfall on May 21 when 1.5 
inches of snow fell, breaking the 
old record of 0.2 of an inch, set in 
2015. Then we saw an impressive 
but short lived hail storm on May 
29, when moderate to heavy hail 
fell nonstop for 15 minutes, with 
0.23” of the 0.24” of precip that fell 
on that day, falling as hail in that 
15 minute period.

Outlook for July:
This is our wettest month of 

the year, with an average amount 
of precipitation of 2.21 inches of 
mainly rain falling. The wettest 
July on record was also the wettest 
month ever seen here, when 5.74 
inches of rain and hail fell in July 
of 1998.

Temperature wise, July is our 
warmest month of the year. We can 
expect to see an average high of 81 
degrees and a low of 47 degrees in 
the first week of July, and by the 
last week of the month, highs of 
80 degrees and lows around 49 de-
grees can be expected. The hottest 
July day (and hottest day ever in 
Crestone) took place back on July 
20, 2005, when the temperature 
hit 98 degrees. That July was also 
the hottest month ever in Crestone, 
with 14 days with the temperature 
at or above 90 degrees.

The 30 Day Outlook for July 
from the NWS is calling for both av-
erage temperatures along with av-
erage precipitation for the month.

Carbon Engineering has proven at its Canadian pilot plant in Squamish, British Co-
lumbia that it can suck greenhouse gases out of the air through so-called Direct Air 
Capture (DAC) and process them into liquid fuels at a cost nearly as cheap as produc-
ing fossil fuels.
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Enjoy Independence Day in Crestone
The celebration will take 

place at Town Park in Crestone 
on July 4, which is a Thursday this 
year.  Vendor booths are selling 
fast. Come to Town Hall to register 
and pick your spot, $10 per booth, 
$75 for food booths.  The Health 
Department requires that every 
vendor that sells any kind of food 
product must be licensed.  Contact 
the Public Health Department at 
719-587-5206.

 5K Run, for sure!  It will 
be hosted by Carol and Chuck 
Sneed.  Yes, we will have a free 
Bounce House for the children 
and many activities with prizes.  
There will be sack races, duck 
races, panning for gold, and the 
popular wet zone.  This year the 
wet zone will be in our brand 
new playground at Creekside 

Park sometime after the parade.  
Parade, of course, beginning at 
noon. Anyone and everyone is 
welcome to decorate a float, cars, 
bikes, skate boards, or yourself 
and join the parade.  No charge to 
be in the parade. Line up at West 
Copper. The parade proceeds 
north on Cottonwood, turns on 
Iron Ave. then ends at Golden and 
Alder. Please make sure any hors-
es are at the back of the parade.  
Music, absolutely! Tom Dessain 
will host the bandstand, featuring 
great local bands.  

Volunteers, please! We need 
help with set up, clean up, and the 
Kids’ Zone.  Please contact Town 
Hall to volunteer. Just a couple of 
hours will help a lot! 

See you there for a fun-filled 
Crestone 4th of July Celebration!

Salida Aspen Concerts

Bach. Beethoven. Chopin. 
Liszt. Satie. Glass. Shostakovich. 
These famous composers and 
more will come to life during 
Salida Aspen Concert’s six-week 
summer music festival, running 

consecutive Saturdays beginning 
July 6.

“This season is like six weeks 
of birthday presents,” Salida 
Aspen Concerts board mem-
ber Maisie Ramsay said. “Each 
performance brings together 
renowned classical musicians 
and works by the most respected 
of classical composers.”

Pianist Joyce Yang will open 
the festival on Saturday, July 6 
with Satie’s Gymnopédies and 
pieces by Chopin, Liszt and 
Schumann.

She will be followed by viol-
ist Matthew Lipman on July 13 
and the Pacifica Quartet cham-
ber ensemble on July 20. 

The festival’s second half 
begins with a vocal ensemble 
from the Aspen Opera Center 
on July 27, then pianist Simone 

Dinnerstein on August 3. The 
festival will close with a per-
formance by classical guitarist 
Bokyung Byun on August 10. 

All performances will be 
held at the Salida High School 
Auditorium, except for guitarist 
Bokyung Byun on August 10, 

which will be held at Clearview 
Community Church, 457 Rodeo 
Road, Buena Vista. 

Tickets are $20 for adults. 
Salida Aspen Concerts encour-
ages family attendance. Adults 

Your guide to 
Summer 

Fun
Festivals, events, 

shopping, 
activities & more

Every year, the whole town shuts down to participate in or attend the parade!  This is 
from our 2017 celebration.      photo by Lori Nagel

continued on page C-7
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4th Street Diner  
& Bakery

As you walk into 
the 4th St. Diner and 
Bakery in historic 
downtown Saguache, 
the aroma of freshly 
baked bread, pies, 
scones, muffins, and 
cookies fills the air.  
Open seven days a 
week from 7am-3pm, 
we offer breakfast all 
day and an extensive 
menu of lunch fare, 
including popular local 
Blue Range beef burg-
ers, the 4th St. Potato 
Supreme, and Esther’s 
Omelette, featuring feta 
cheese, spinach, and mushrooms.  So if you are looking for the comfort 
of friendly faces, a yummy pie, breakfast, lunch, or a good cup of coffee, 
the 4th Street Diner and Bakery has you covered! 

Grand Re-opening 
of the Historic Ute Theatre 

After a three-year snooze, the Historic Ute Theatre reawakened in downtown 
Saguache last month in June. July will feature the Right to Rest, a new Denver-focused 
documentary, that is a tribute to the people experiencing homelessness and their support-
ers who together built a community of tiny homes as an alternative to shelters and a step 
toward permanent housing. Join us for a screening of the film followed by a Q & A with the 
film director, Sarah Megyesy. There are two screenings: Saturday, 
July 20 from 7pm-9pm and Sunday July 21 from 2pm-4pm.

The Historic Ute Theatre re-emerges with a mission to Uplift, 
Transform, and Engage through live performances, independent/
foreign films, and special events. New owner, Heidi Wong, and 
the evolving Historic Ute Theatre Team are dedicated to pre-
serving the funky vibe and unique features of this historic venue 
while aspiring to offer family-friendly, innovative, accessible, and 
inspiring programming to San Luis Valley residents and visitors alike. 

For more information on the theatre, its mission, and to pur-
chase tickets, visit www.historicutetheatre.com. 

Saguache Works
Saguache Works, a not-for-profit organi-

zation, supports the growth of our commu-
nity, economic development and jobs and 
healthy lifestyles. We hope to help our com-
munity grow responsibly.

We are the Welcome Center for 
Saguache, CO.  We have maps, tourist infor-
mation, and gift items, featuring our local art-
ists from the SLV.  Our exercise studio offers 
weekly programs for all ages.  We have week-
ly reflexology and acupuncture specialists 
on site, as well as private use of our fitness 

studio.  The Thrift Store has items from clothing to collectable items, at 
affordable prices.  We accept most donations, as the sale of these items 
helps support our mission. 

Our grocery store offers affordable access to fresh, locally grown, 
organic produce and other groceries. We accept customer bulk, and spe-
cial orders, from our distributors, with a 15% charge over wholesale.

We are one of few SLV participants in the “EBT, Double up Food 
Bucks” program.  EBT card holders can get credit for up to $20 per day 
of free local produce.  We also offer our “SPIP” program, for county resi-
dents, 60 years of age or older. Spending at least $5 on groceries can get 
$5 worth of free produce that day. 

404 4th Street, Saguache, CO 81149, saguacheworks2017@gmail.
com 719-655-0216

Saguache

Saguache’s♥

719.655.6411

4th Street
Diner  & Bakery

Pies! WiFi!

Visit the Great Sand Dunes 
National Park

Tips for an enjoyable visit
Visitors with flexible schedules are encouraged to visit during 

the week, rather than on weekends. Weekend visitors are encour-
aged to arrive early, before 10am, or start their visit after 3pm, which 
will help them 
avoid the most 
crowded periods. 
For those arriving 
during peak times, 
consider stopping 
at the park’s Visitor 
Center to view the 
movie, enjoy the 
exhibits, or catch a 
ranger program. 

All visitors 
should come pre-
pared with sun 
protection, water, 
and comfortable 
closed-toed shoes 
for walking in the 
dunes. The park is 
open 24 hours and park staff encourage visitors to explore the park 
after dark to see the wonders that come alive when the sun goes 
down. 

The Piñon Flats Campground is on a reservation system and the 
campground is full every weekend throughout the summer. Visitors 
should check the park’s website for area campgrounds and prepare 
to make alternative camping arrangements. The park issues a limited 
number of backcountry camping permits—for camping on the dune 
field and in designated sites within the park. On busy weekends, all 
available permits are often issued by late morning.  

Check the park website (www.nps.gov/grsa) for important infor-
mation on campground and backcountry campsites, Medano Creek 
flow, hiking trails, the Medano Pass Primitive Road, visitor center, 
night sky exploration, and special events or ranger programs.

The Great Sand Dunes National Park is an unforgettable 
wonder not to be missed! 
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…On the job

…Around the house …In the water…On the trail

…In the office

Your Feet deserve the best

…In the Mountains

Hiking Boots | Sandals | Mocs | Trail Runners | Summer Shoes

Visit us this summer!

3223 Main St, Alamosa  719-589-9759
WWW.KRISTIMOUNTAINSPORTS.COM

Sundays at Six 2019  
FREE concerts in Cole Park, Alamosa 

      
     July 7 -  The Rifters (americana) 
     July 14 - SLV Big Band (jazz/big band) 
     July 21 -  J-Calvin (soul-funk) 
     July 28 - The Uz Band (latin rock) 
     Aug 11 - The Jauntee (jam band) 
     Aug 18 - Skean Dubh (celtic) 
     Aug 25 - Battle of the Bands Winner (TBD) 
        
  www.almaonline.org 

BACA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

2019 Summer Talk and Tour Series
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 

FOR LIMITED TOUR SEATING AVAILABLE 
Those without reservations may follow in their own (high clearance) vehicles 

TOURS ARE APPROX. 3 HOURS LONG AND LEAVE 
PROMPTLY AT 5:00pm FROM THE REFUGE OFFICE 
AT THE FORMER RANCH HEADQUARTERS at 69812 

COUNTY ROAD T.  TALKS ARE APPROXIMATELY 1 HR. 
LONG BEGINNING AT 5:00PM AND WILL BE AT THE 

REFUGE OFFICE

Tour/Talk Dates and Topics
  
Thursday July 11th       Weeds, Weeds, Weeds! –Invasive Plant 
Species and Methods of Control in the Greater Baca Area
  Baca Refuge Staff, interns and Town of Crestone Staff

*Thursday July 25th       Baca Area Night Skies (8:30pm)
National Park Service Interpretive Ranger, Great Sand Dunes National 
Park and Town of Crestone 

Thursday August 8th   Native Bees of South Central Colorado
Dr. Olivia Messinger-Carril, Author of The Bees In Your Backyard: A Guide 
To North America’s Bees 

Thursday August 22nd    Baca Refuge/Ranch History
Baca Refuge Staff and Bob Bunker, Longtime Baca Ranch Cowboy/Resident

Thursday September 5    San Luis Valley’s Closed Basin – Hydrology 
of the north San Luis Valley
Cleave Simpson, General Manager, Rio Grande Water Conservation District
 

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 719-256-5527

*Join a National Park Service, Park Ranger for a tour of the Baca night sky.  
Bring a blanket or a chair, flashlights with red light, and warm layers. This 
program will begin at 8:30pm at the refuge office.

Kristi Mountain 
Sports
Kristi Mountain 

Sports is the San Luis 
Valley’s specialist in 

human and gravity-
powered sports. We 
stock only the best 
equipment to outfit 
all of your outdoor 

summer adventures! 
Bike, hike, pack, 

camp, climb, paddle, 
sandboard . . . we do it 

all. Find all your maps and 
literature for local adventures 
including USGS quads, National 

Geographic Trails Illustrated Maps, GPS 
units and more.  Our full-service bike repair shop is equipped for any 

repair your iron steed may need. Try something different this sum-
mer—rent a sandboard or sand sled and go slide down the dunes! Call 

us today to reserve your sandboard or sand sled - just $18 per day at 
our shop in Alamosa - 719-589-9759

ALMA'S  
'Sundays at Six'  

free summer concerts
One of the mainstays of the Alamosa Live Music 

Association is its free summer concert series, known 
locally as Sundays at Six. During the most beautiful 
months in our fair valley the community is exposed 
to all kinds of music, performed by everyone from 

the neighbor down the street to nationally recognized 
touring musicians. Bring a chair, bring your friends and 

family, and join us this summer at Cole Park in Alamosa! 
Concerts start on June 23 and run through August 25. For 

the full lineup, visit almaonline.org. 

San 
Luis Valley

Sundays at Six 2019  
FREE concerts in Cole Park, Alamosa 

      
     July 7 -  The Rifters (americana) 
     July 14 - SLV Big Band (jazz/big band) 
     July 21 -  J-Calvin (soul-funk) 
     July 28 - The Uz Band (latin rock) 
     Aug 11 - The Jauntee (jam band) 
     Aug 18 - Skean Dubh (celtic) 
     Aug 25 - Battle of the Bands Winner (TBD) 
        
  www.almaonline.org 

Sundays at Six 2019  
FREE concerts in Cole Park, Alamosa 

      
     July 7 -  The Rifters (americana) 
     July 14 - SLV Big Band (jazz/big band) 
     July 21 -  J-Calvin (soul-funk) 
     July 28 - The Uz Band (latin rock) 
     Aug 11 - The Jauntee (jam band) 
     Aug 18 - Skean Dubh (celtic) 
     Aug 25 - Battle of the Bands Winner (TBD) 
        
  www.almaonline.org 
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Haidakhandi 
Universal 

Ashram 
& Maha 

Lakshmi Shop
 All are welcome to The 

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram and 
Maha Lakshmi Shop. We have daily 

chanting in the temple at 6pm and 7am (fol-
lowed by a small fire ceremony at 8am).  We also 

have large full and new moon fire ceremonies at 10am followed 
by a meal. The shop is open everyday from 9am until 5pm.  The 

big celebration this summer will be the 30th birthday of our Divine 
Mother with festivities July 20 and 21. There will also be work-

shops and programs July 17-19. Contact the Ashram at 719-256-
4108 or through the website at www.babajiashram.org for more 

information. We look forward to meeting you.

Crestone Artisans 
Gallery—take an 
adventure
Take an adventure to the region’s most 
beautiful art gallery in the heart of the 
strange and wonderful world of Crestone, 
CO. The Crestone Artisans Gallery has 
been called 
“The fin-
est artist-
owned and 
-operated 
art gal-
lery in the 
State of 
Colorado.” 
It is home 
to some of 
the region’s 
best paint-
ers, pho-
tographers, 
sculptors, 
weavers, 
potters 
and wood and metal workers. It has over seven 
masterful jewelry makers who work in silver, semi-
precious stones, deer and elk antlers, feathers 
and precious beads.
The gallery is nestled in a dream-like forest of tall 
majestic Cottonwood trees and yet is within walk-
ing distance to Crestone’s best eating establish-
ments and within short drives to Crestone’s iconic 
spiritual centers. Full color maps of all the high-
lights here are available free at the gallery.
So take an Awesome Adventure and bring home a 
memento from the Crestone Artisans Gallery!

Horseback riding  
at the Baca Grande 
Stables

Come visit the Baca Grande Stables. See the 
area on horseback or ride in our arena—Western and 
English riders of all ability levels are welcome. Our 
Summer Children’s Riding Program for kids aged 6-15 
is comprised of a week of fun lessons. Call or email 

us to schedule a trail ride or lesson, or to arrange an 
overnight stay for your horse: 719-256-6200, info@

bacagrandestables.com, www.bacagrandestables.com.

Food for your journey from 
The Crestone Mercantile

The Crestone Mercantile can meet all of your summer needs!  From 
grass fed steaks from our own butcher shop, to gluten free bread—we 
have a fully stocked grocery.  The hardware store has an incredible selec-
tion from lumber and tools to coffee pots—you can find what you’re look-
ing for.  Bob’s provides country breakfasts and lunches at their best.  At 
the end of hiking or biking, you can wash your clothes in the laundromat.  
Stop by and pick up a local map and enjoy the old-fashioned hospitality 
of small town businesses.

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, 

prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs, 
malas, books, purses, statues, 
clothes, punjabi suits, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Store Hours: 9am - 5pm
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

All are invited to 
the Divine Mother’s 
30th Birthday Party 
July 20th and 21st.

 50% off all gently 
used suits and shirts 

and 10% off all 
non-sale items if you 
mention the Eagle 

at checkout.
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Get creative at encaustic 
painting workshops

Stephen Futral, aka Ish, has been making art since grade school. 
He’s attended the Betzalel School of Art & Design in Jerusalem, Israel, 
the Art Students League NYC, the New School NYC, Cooper Union NYC 
and Hunter College NYC. He’s shown his art in Beirut, Lebanon, Achill 
Island, Ireland, France and throughout Canada and the USA. Come enjoy 
his various experiences expressed through art at his studio.

Call for appointments: 720-366-4488.

Cool down 
with ice cream 

at Mandala 
Pizza

It is worth the trip 
to the valley’s only New 

York Style pizzeria, 
infused with good vibes 

at Mandala Pizza in 
Crestone.  Fourth-

generation bakers from 
New York craft the 

authentic flavor using 
100% organic flour 

topped with organic, 
all natural and GMO-

free ingredients. We offer 
consciously prepared 

whole pizzas as well as by 
the slice. The menu includes 

calzones, salad, gluten free 
options plus 

desserts.
Enjoy 

hand-scooped 
Boulder ice 
cream in an 

assortment of 
flavors to sat-
isfy your sum-
mer cravings. 

Also served 
are cannolis 

made with 
hand-whipped, 

chocolate 
chip-filled 

cream. See a 
full menu at 

www.mandala-
pizza.com.

BOARDING ~ LESSONS ~ TRAIL RIDES ~ LEASING

(719) 256-6200

Scheduling is open to work around your timing, 
individual/group classes, 2 hrs / $50 includes 
materials, 117 Skyway Way (close to town) 

COME PLAY WITH YOUR
 RIGHT BRAIN

Meet and engage your CREATIVE side 
with two workshops

JAPANESE STYLE BRUSHSTROKE
(sumi ink and rice paper)
ENCAUSTIC PAINTING
(bee’s wax and pigment)

NY Style Organic Pizza Crust, Calzones, Salads plus Gluten-Free Options

 

       
         

          
2 Cheese

Pizza Slices

on y $ .  
3:30 until 5:00pm

Thur - Mon

Try
some

Boulder
Ice Cream

& Cannolis
for Dessert

Crestone  
Historical Museum  
& welcome center

by Jim McCalpin
The Crestone Historical Museum & Welcome Center is located 

2 blocks north of downtown on Cottonwood Street (the old Crestone 
Schoolhouse), half a block north of the bridge over North 
Crestone Creek. The Museum has no admission fee and is 
open from Memorial Day weekend through October (Sat. and 
Sun., 10am-4pm; Tues.-Fri., 1-4pm). Museum staff can answer 
any questions you might have, ranging from historical (the min-
ing days and the Baca Ranch) to modern (for example, how 
to get to the trailheads or spiritual centers). On our Free Table 
we stock maps and brochures of the Crestone-Baca area and 
hikes/tours of the nearby mountains; of other attractions in the 
San Luis Valley (Great Sand Dunes National Park; Sangre de 
Cristo Heritage Area; Baca National Wildlife Refuge); and of 
the whole state (Colorado Official Visitor Guide, State Highway 
Map). Our gift shop sells books on local history, trail maps, and 
souvenirs. 

Museum displays are designed to illuminate everyday 
activities of the past, with an educational twist for young and 
old alike (we are in an old schoolhouse, after all). See how 
school was taught in a one-room school of the 1880s. Learn 
how to drill dynamite holes in granite like the old-time gold 
miners, or pan for gold at the creek. Find your birth year on our 
sanded tree-ring slab and see whether it was a wet year (fat 
rings) or a drought year (thin rings) in Crestone. On Sunday, 
help us bake our weekly cookies on the 100-year-old cast iron 
woodstove. Or just enjoy our sitting area of chairs and sofas, relax, read a 
local history book, look at a map, plan your day… and have some free cof-
fee. The Museum also runs a Summer Lecture Series (selected Saturdays, 
7pm), field trips (selected Sundays, 9am-1pm), and has Town Walking Tour 
brochures.

Crestone

Lodge members of Crestone in the late 1800s, looking west from the south end 
of the schoolhouse. Note tents in background. Cabin at center is still occupied.
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& the Cloud Station Cafe and Venue 
 

200 Cottonwood St, Crestone, CO 81131 
719-496-0966|Office@ElephantCloud.Cloud 

www.ElephantCloud.Cloud 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

EXTENDED CAFE HOURS COMING SOON! 
 

CAFÉ HOURS: 
SAT-MON 7:30AM TO 3PM 
TUES-FRI   7:30AM TO 1PM 

 

STORE HOURS: 
DAILY  

8AM TO 8PM 
 

Did You Know? 

Our produce is delivered five or more times a week from multiple 
distributors to ensure your produce is fresh, affordable and diverse. 

We only supply organically grown produce. Why? Organic produce 
contains less toxic fungicides, herbicides, and insecticides that are 
widely used in conventional agriculture, residues which remain on 
(and in) the food we eat. Organic foods may have higher nutritional 
value than conventional food, according to some research. The 
reason: In the absence of pesticides and fertilizers, plants boost their 
production of the phytochemicals (vitamins and antioxidants) that 
strengthen their resistance to bugs and weeds. Organic also means 
not genetically modified in labs (no GMOs!). 

Bulk case ordering from our produce distributors and UNFI continues 
to be available at our signature low 8% mark up. 

 
 

& the Cloud Station Cafe and Venue

200 Cottonwood St, Crestone, CO  •  719.496.0966 
office@elephantcloud.cloud  •  www.elephantcloud.cloud

Store Hours: 
Daily 8am to 8pm

Cafe Hours: 
Fri-Mon 7:30am-3pm

Tue-Thur 7:30am-1:30pm

Cloud Station Lineup:
July 3rd:Secondhand 

Street Band 
July 6th: Big Horn

Check Facebook for more!

Biodynamic bodywork
Refresh your senses this summer with a relaxing and 

rejuvenating Biodynamic Craniosacral treatment 
from Amulya Dawn Beechwood of Illuminated 
Therapies.  Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy 

works with your body’s inherent healing 
wisdom by listening to the rhythm of the 
cerebrospinal fluid and inviting flow and 

balance to the entire central nervous 
system.  Benefits of Craniosacral 

Therapy could include a deep sense of 
relaxation, a healthier 
immune system, relief 
from headache, TMJ 

syndrome, past injury or 
trauma, and an overall 

feeling of health and 
vitality. Amulya also loves 

working with infants 
using Craniosacral 

Therapy to give babies a 
harmonious start to life.  

See illuminatedtherapies.
com or call 719-

256-4743 for more 
information.

 
Biodynamic

Craniosacral Therapy

Amulya DAWN Beechwood
RCST®, LMT, CEIM

  

illuminatedtherapies.com
relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

719-256-4743
   

Our Food Is Art—OFIA
Husband and wife team Lynette & Scott Tieder came to 

Crestone to work, but had to drive for miles to get good, healthy 
food. That inspired them to open Our Food Is Art, or OFIA. 
Scott has been cooking for 17 years and has a culinary 
certificate from the Art Institute of Atlanta. Locally 
sourcing many of their produce items, “We want to be 

transparent and offer good and flavorful food.”
As Anrahyah A., a Yelp 
reviewer put it: “Lynette 

and Scott clearly 
love what they do, 

and you can see 
and taste it in their 

food.  They’ve always 
been an asset to our 
community and this storefront 
business is a continuation of 
that. Great place for gluten 

free pastries!”

Crestone

Elephant Cloud Market  
& Cloud Station  
music venue & café

The Elephant Cloud Market at 300 S. Cottonwood 
St., is a health food and specialty grocery store. The Cloud 

Station is located next to the Elephant Cloud Market and serves 
coffee, tea, breakfast and lunch by day, and schedules amazing 
world music by night. On July 3, check out Secondhand Street 

Band—a jazz and funk 
band who profess, 
“We are a group of 

musicians who love 
street performance and 

who have been fortunate 
enough to find a home in 
New Orleans, Louisiana.” 

Saturday, July 6, join 
us for Big Horn—space 
cowboy music straight 

from Salida.

Stock up on 
art supplies 
at Present & Creative

“PRESENT AND CREATIVE” is an ART SUPPLY STORE that is located in the 
Casa del Sol, suite D.  It is the brainchild of Hester Triplett and Paula Hudson.  Hester 
saw a need for readily available, low cost art supplies especially for children as well as 
art supplies and art experiences for adults. Also, there was no place in Crestone that 
had a variety of creative presents for kids. They found that they could get wholesale 
prices and free shipping which would allow them to sell supplies at costs well below 
retail.  Initially the supplies will include those for painting-watercolor, oils, acrylics, pas-
tels, clay, manga cartooning, face painting, drawing pens and more. 

 Beyond supplying the tools for artistic work, Hester and Paula wanted to supply 
a venue for free summer art classes for both children and adults. Several local artists 
have already volunteered their time to teach painting, weaving, drawing and pottery. 
Stay tuned into the Eagle and Facebook for further information about times and dates.

  Hester and Paula also want to link their shop to the Crestone Artisans Gallery, 
the Crestone Artists and the Crestone Creative District in joint art projects for the com-
munity. As Hester said “I have always been supported by our very caring com-
munity.  Now it is time to give back.”
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Grounds admission 
$2 per person or $5 per car

LOCATED ON HWY 17, 
2 1/2 MILES N. OF HOOPER, CO.

Darshan & Dialogue
David Spero is a Radiantly Awakened Being 

offering a viscerally potent transmission of Non-
Dual Awareness, Kundalini-Shakti, and Divine Bliss, 
which creates a sublime atmosphere for true spiritual 
inquiry and spontaneous 
awakening. All are warmly 
welcome to participate 
in David’s programs and 
no previous experience 
in meditation is required. 
He will be offering 
programs in Boulder from 
July 18-21, 2019. Visit 
www.davidspero.org for 
program details.

“Consciousness is Bliss, 
Freedom, Truth and 

Reality. It is Love. And 
only by abiding in the 

innocence of your Heart, 
do you come to know It.”

BOULDER, CO

DARSHAN & DIALOGUE INTENSIVES 
JULY 20, 1:30–6:00 PM  [Saturday]
Nevei Kodesh

JULY 21, 2–6:30 PM [Sunday]
Alchemy of Movement
2436 30th St, Boulder, CO 80301
[On east side of 30th St., near CrossFit Roots] 

Darshan & Dialogue

David Sperowith

PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
JULY 18 & 19 [Thursday & Friday]
7:30–9:00 PM
Nevei Kodesh
1925 Glenwood Dr, Boulder, CO 80304
Donations accepted

Intensive fees: prepay and register online at 
www.davidspero.org/calendar/2019-07
$85 – Single Intensive Day.  Space is limited.
Info: Barine Duman, please text [410] 961-7519
Please do not wear fragrance to David’s events. 

Fuel your adventure at the  
Crestone Brewing Co.

Crestone Brewing Co. is a nano brewpub in the amazing and mysterious San Luis Valley, serving 
up delicious locally sourced food and craft beverages. Generally speaking, a nanobrewery produces 
no more than three barrels of beer in one batch. Many of their batches are even smaller! As such, the 

selection of craft beers changes often - definitely weekly, and 
sometimes daily. 

The beer is delicious and the food is fantastic! By sourcing 
as many local ingredients as they can for their food and beer, 
Crestone Brewing is uniquely 
Crestone Colorado in short 
order. 

To enhance your dining 
and “chilling” experience, there 
is often live music, and there is 
Open Mike Night on Tuesdays. 
Check out the crestonebrewing.
co Events page for up to date 
listings. Summer Hours are 
Mon-Thurs: 3p-10p, Fri-Sun: 
12p–10p. The Kitchen closes:

Sun-Thurs: 9p Fri-Sat: 
10p.*Open until 12a for Friday 
Night Music.

Salida Aspen Concerts
accompanying a student may purchase a 
discounted $10 ticket at the door, with kin-

dergarten through 12th grade students admitted free. 
Doors open at 6:30pm, followed by a pre-concert talk at 6:45pm. 

Performance begins at 7:30pm. Tickets and more information are 
available at www.salidaaspenconcerts.org.

In addition to the concert series, Salida Aspen Concerts has 
launched a new website and updated its scholarship program and 
Student Passport outreach initiative. 

Salida Aspen Concerts is a community supported, 501(c)3 non-
profit that has brought classical music to Chaffee County for more 
than 40 years through its longstanding partnership with the Aspen 
Music Festival and School. 

Aspen Music Festival and School allows a selection of its musi-
cians to perform for Salida Aspen Concerts, but does not provide any 
financial support. Salida Aspen Concerts is funded entirely by ticket 
sales, individual donations and the 
generous support of local busi-
nesses. 

“We depend on dedicated 
volunteers and magnanimous 
donors to make our concert series 
possible,” said Ernest Marquez, 
Board President of Salida Aspen 
Concerts. “Donations of any 
amount help keep us funded.” 
Donations may be submitted 
online at www.salidaaspencon-
certs.org or mailed to  P.O. Box 
13, Salida, Colorado 81201. 
Salida Aspen Concerts also wel-
comes prospective volunteers. 
Volunteer inquiries should be 
submitted to Molly Walker at 
719-221-9413.

continued from page C-1

Stop and smell 
the flowers—but 
don't pick them!

It is illegal to pick wild-
flowers in Colorado state 
parks because it can damage 
the ecosystem. Some species 
are so rare they are protected 
by the state, while others are 
actually invasive weeds. Be-
fore hopping on a trail, pick up 
a field guide or bloom list from 
park staff.

Visit the UFO Watchtower
The beginning 

. . .  Have you ever 
wondered what a real 
UFO looks like? Have 
you ever wondered if 
there is life on other 

planets? Judy Messo-
line of Hooper, Colo-
rado, has wondered 

the same thing.
Judy’s fa-

vorite TV shows 
were “Sightings” 
& “X~Files.” After 

watching show after 
show, she realized 

she was hearing 
things like “Great Sand Dunes” & “San Luis Valley” on many episodes of 

these programs. With this in mind, Judy had an idea! She has created the first 
(that we are aware of) UFO WatchTower®.

The UFO Watchtower is an educa-
tional facility which provides insight to the 
UFO phenomena. Many UFOs have been 
seen, spotted from the tower’s observa-
tion deck. It is said two energy vortices 

draw UFOs to our area! You can peruse a 
gift shop full of books on the subject, and 
shop for out-of-this-world souvenirs. Just 

3 miles north of Hooper on Highway 17. 
Admission is $2/person or $5/car. Primi-

tive camping is available for $15 per night. 
Reservations for camping are suggested. 
Call 719-378-2296 or log on to ufowatch-

tower.com for full details.
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Amicas: 
pizza & 

drinks after 
the fun

After a perfect day, 
whether rafting, fishing, 
ziplining, shopping, bik-
ing, hiking or just enjoying 
the  Salida vibe, Amicas 
is a must for dining. We 
have been part of the Salida 
experience for more than 17 
years, featuring wood-fired 

oven pizzas and absolutely 
the freshest salads and sand-

wiches.
We support a variety of 

local producers, are a scratch 
kitchen ( we make all of our sauc-

es, dressings, desserts in house). 
We are proudly showcasing brews 

from Soul Craft Brewery, formerAmicas 
brewers who have gone out on their own 

and are  thriving. We are still going strong and 
always evolving, truly a  local establishment.

Salida Greenhouse
Plants are fun! Salida Greenhouse is a wholesale retail plant nursery. 

Established in 1885, it is the oldest greenhouse in the state of Colorado. 
Salida Greenhouse is a totally non-GMO greenhouse with labeling.We also 
use beneficial insects which allows us not to spray any pesticides on our 
plants. 

Since 
your health 
and ours is 
important, be 
assured that 
your fruit and 
vegetable 
plants are 
free of pes-
ticides. It’s 
not uncom-
mon to see 
Ladybugs, 
Praying 
Mantis, 
and differ-
ent types of 
beneficial 
insects on 
our plants as 
you shop.

11 127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219 
LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 

SINCE 
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127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219 
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE 
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127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219 
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE 

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 
AmicasSalida,com 

HAPPY HOUR 

3:30 - 5:30

Salida Greenhouse
Est. 1895 

· Non-GMO with
labeling

· Organic Soils &
Fertilizers

· Benefi cial Insect Use
· Garden Art &

Sculptures

· Perennials
· Annuals
· Shrubs & Trees
· Vegetable Starts
· Hanging Baskets
· Color Bowls
· Deck Planters
· Lawn Care

1025 D Street, Salida  •  539-4433
salidagreenhouse.com

Salida Greenhouse
Est. 1895 

· Non-GMO with
labeling

· Organic Soils &
Fertilizers

· Benefi cial Insect Use
· Garden Art &

Sculptures

· Perennials
· Annuals
· Shrubs & Trees
· Vegetable Starts
· Hanging Baskets
· Color Bowls
· Deck Planters
· Lawn Care

1025 D Street, Salida  •  539-4433
salidagreenhouse.comFollow us on Facebook @ Salida Greenhouse Inc. 

or www.salidagreenhouse.com

Salida

Ride with Granite 
Mountain Outfitters 
Granite Mountain Outfitters is committed to offering 

an excellent riding experience throughout the late spring, 
summer and fall seasons. They specialize in western 
outdoor and ranch fun for everyone, from beginner to 
experienced riders. Small group sizes ensure that guests 
receive the personal attention they deserve to have in a 

truly interactive horseback experience.
Choose from one-hour or two-hour, up to half-day 

or full-day (with lunch) horseback rides. Private rides are 
available also. Granite Mountain Outfitters also offers overnight accommoda-
tions in their Dorsey Creek Cabin. The cabin is perfect for 4 people, but will 
accommodate six. Granite Mountain Outfitters has over 20 years experience 
in the outfitting business. Contact them today: www.granitemountainoutfit-

ters.com, 719-221-3479 or 719-530-0480.

 www.granitemountainoutfitters.com
Reservations Required

(719) 530-0480 / (719)221-3479
info@granitemountainoutfitters.com


