
Colorado Secretary of State takes action to increase cyber 
security, announces initiative to remove QR codes from ballots

Colorado Secretary of State 
Jena Griswold has announced that 
Colorado will stop using ballots with 
QR (Quick Response) two-dimension-
al barcodes. The removal of QR codes 
will increase the security of vote tab-
ulation and ensure voters can accu-
rately verify that their ballots are 
correctly marked. With foreign coun-
tries actively trying to exploit voting 
vulnerabilities, this is a first-in-the-
nation added security measure.

“I am proud that Colorado con-
tinues to lead the nation in election 
cybersecurity,” said Secretary of 
State Jena Griswold. “Voters should 
have the utmost confidence that 
their vote will count. Removing QR 
codes from ballots will enable vot-
ers to see for themselves that their 
ballots are correct and helps guard 
against cyber meddling.”

Colorado will be the first 
state to require voting systems to 

tabulate all ballots using only hu-
man-verifiable information and not 
QR codes. Because of this initia-
tive, an enhanced system is being 
developed and it will be tested and 
certified before it is deployed. Once 
fully implemented, all ballots voted 
in Colorado will be tabulated using 
the marked ovals on the ballot rath-
er than information from a QR code.

The U.S. intelligence community 
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Colorado fall doesn’t get any better than aspens, evergreens, water, mountains, and blue sky! photo by Kate Steichen 
 To see this photo in color (really do go see this photo in color!) and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

Inside:
SLVREC legal action ������������� 5

Eighth annual Crestone Artists 
Open Studio Tour ������������������� 9

The old train to Crestone ����B-1

Skies over Crestone: 
Constellation of the month ��B-2

Who We Are: Marge Hoglin  
& Joe Buckley ��������������������B-4

30 years serving the Northern San Luis Valley

Prescribed burning planned at north end of  
Great Sand Dunes National Park in early October

As part of Great Sand Dunes 
National Park’s hazardous fuels 
reduction efforts, fire managers 
from the park in partnership with 
Rio Grande National Forest are 
preparing to conduct a prescribed 
burn on up to 3,300 acres near 
the park’s northern boundary. The 
project area is located south of the 
Baca Grande, and approximately 
three miles south of Crestone. 

The fire operation will remain 

west of Liberty Road. Liberty Road 
and access to the Liberty Trailhead 
will be closed during the operation 
to ensure public health and safety. 
Burning will begin as early as Oc-
tober 1, if favorable weather and 
fuel conditions permit.  

“Prescribed fire is a proactive 
tool used to achieve a number of 
purposes,” said Mike Lewelling, 
Great Sand Dunes Fire Manage-
ment Officer. “The primary pur-

pose of this prescribed burn is the 
reduction of hazardous fuels (over-
grown vegetation). It helps de-
crease the threat of high-intensity, 
high-severity wildfires and reduce 
the risk of wildfire danger to near-
by communities.” 

Prior to and during prescribed 
burns, fire managers closely moni-
tor weather conditions with multi-
ple weather forecasts generated by 

continued on page 28

continued on page 3

Green Earth Farms’ chilis, as long as a 
hand.  See the story on page B-8.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Sayin’ goodbye
Dear Editor,
My husband, Eric Holbrook, 

and I are moving soon from the San 
Luis Valley.  It’s a sad and happy 
time.  We’ve connected deeply with 
the people and earth, and shared 
many experiences—including count-
less good times.  Our broad commu-
nity of friends extends throughout 
the SLV and into the Arkansas Val-
ley.  So many memories . . . so much 
inner growth and healing with cere-
monies, pot lucks, spiritual practice, 
and economic endeavors . . . numer-
ous faces we might not see.  

Our future’s not set and we 
have lots of ideas.  Michigan and the 
Great Lakes are calling us, but we’re 
going to travel a bit first.  I prom-
ised folks we wouldn’t leave without 
saying goodbye.  This letter is a poor 
substitute for a real hug and kiss on 
the cheek; please accept it, though, 
and know we love each of you and 
will miss you lots.

We’re not sayin’ goodbye forev-
er, just until we meet again.

With much love to everyone!
Leigh Mills & Eric Holbrook

Big challenges!—We 
need your support now

Hello forest dwellers and wild-
life supporters,

Wow, are we busy and it isn’t go-
ing to let up anytime soon.

If you’ve had it in the back of 
your mind to support SLV Ecosystem 
Council, now would be a good time.

Please go to our website, www.
slvec.org; it’s convenient and easy to 
donate on line, left side of page. Yes, 
one of our many projects this year is 
our webpage upgrade. Please look for 
the unveiling very soon.

We have been so bombarded. 
It’s amazing that a small organi-
zation like SLVEC can play such a 
critical role in these times. We are 
responding to reporters, researchers, 
students, academics, attorneys, pub-
lic officials, scientists, you. 

Why? Because we have longev-
ity and institutional memory, we’ve 
collected baseline for:

• Wildlife
• Water quality
• Critical habitat areas, including 

wilderness recommendations
• Recycling and waste diversion 

planning
• Renewable energy mapping
• Travel/recreation management 

planning
• Public policy decision making
These are all critical issues that 

impact your quality of life in the 
San Luis Valley and the Upper Rio 
Grande basin.

• The protection of Wolf Creek 
Pass, challenging large scale develop-
ment

• The Rio Grande Forest Planning 
effort, elevating wildlife corridors and 
critical habitat and wilderness rec-
ommendations

• Preventing oil and gas explora-
tion through legal challenge

• Supporting renewable energy by 
mapping what’s possible

• Providing comments on many 
issues impacting your public lands

• Encouraging public forums to 
discuss the latest trans-basin water 
diversion scheme

SLVEC has been there, for two 
decades now, three decades really, if 
we include the work of Citizens for 
San Luis Valley Water.

We will continue to encourage 
public process, through NEPA (Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act), 
which is also under attack and we are 
responding to it.

There have been over 70 en-
vironmental downgrades, since the 
current Administration assumed of-
fice in 2017, undermining decades of 
work from previous administrations.

Environmental groups are 
working diligently to challenge and 
redirect this “antiquated thinking” 
which we cannot afford because it 
sets us back as we face even greater 
climate challenges.

Please be generous and support 
this important work.We are up to 
our eyeballs and it would be great to 
know you have our back, every little 
bit makes a big difference.

Go to: www.slvec.org. You can 
also send a check to San Luis Valley 
Ecosystem Council, PO Box 223, Ala-
mosa, CO 81101

Thanks so much for your belief 
in our work.

Christine Canaly, Director

Ed Sbarbaro for POA 
board

I have known Ed and inter-
acted sufficiently with him to know 
he is a man of high character. He 
has contributed significantly to this 
community and is committed to 
doing his part to help it move in a 
positive direction. He has served for 
many years on the EA&C commit-
tee and knows how the POA works. 
Ed is ‘Mister Sustainability,’ having 
built his model solar house from 
recycled materials. I am confident 
that when elected he will vote on is-
sues from a point of thoughtful con-
sideration and responsible decision 
making. I take my voting seriously, 
and I am voting for Ed Sbarbaro.

Vince Palermo

End of POA term
Dear Friends,
I am sad to let you know I’m 

not going to run for a three-year 
term.  A lot was accomplished in my 
short tenure on the Baca Grande 
Property Owners Association Board 
(one year). It was challenging and 
rewarding at the same time to serve. 
Many issues were dealt with such 
as improving Camper Village (90 
day leases, etc.) and closing down a 
dilapidated shooting range, which 
was a safety hazard to adjoining 
residents! The Employee Handbook 
spelled out the direction we needed 
to take, concerning conflict of inter-
est, nepotism, health insurance and 
vacation benefits, which are required 
to better serve the Association’s em-
ployees.

I am proud that we eliminated 
the Communication Director posi-
tion that was not productive. To-
gether we decided to contract with 
an outside accounting firm to give us 
solid financial data going forward, 
and best of all Kevin Flewell, our 
newly hired CEO, came on board 
with much needed knowledge and 
experience to provide stellar leader-
ship for our community. 

I am leaving the Board knowing 
it is moving towards being more ac-
countable to all Baca Grande residents, 
and I have contributed positively to the 
Association in these efforts.

I would like to stay involved via 
committees, etc. and intend to sup-
port the Association, but not in the 
capacity as a Board member.

Best regards, 
Dave Peak

Energy Fair success! 
Solar, cordwood, permaculture, 

gasifier technology, seed-saving, tai 
chi, interactive art installations, 
vending, dancing, playing music, 
community ceremony . . . these are 
just a few of the things you may have 
experienced at the 30th Annual Cres-
tone Energy Fair.  This year’s event 
was a huge success with over 500 at-
tendees gathering from the San Luis 
Valley and beyond.  We hope you en-
joyed the diversity of presentations, 
workshops and vendors throughout 
the weekend.  

Attendance on the Home Tours 
increased with around 70 people visit-
ing local home-owner builders to wit-
ness construction methods first-hand.  
Thirty presentations were hosted 
throughout the free 3-day event, 9 
bands played, over 35 vendors were 
busy with customers and local busi-
nesses saw their highest-grossing 
revenue days of the year!  We are 
already actively planning for 2020!  
We recently networked with many 
amazing non-profits from across the 
valley at the SLV Rural Philanthropy 
Days and have committed to expand-
ing our outreach and education to a 
year-round basis.  We plan to intro-
duce a quarterly education series and 
a hands-on building project in coor-
dination with next year’s event.  In 
addition, we will be converting our 
website from an event-based site to 
an ongoing education and resource 
sharing platform in an effort to reach 
a more regional and global audience.  

We are grateful to all of the key 
individuals, businesses and sponsors 
who supported our efforts this year 
and we hope to soar to even greater 
heights with your help.  There are a 
few ways you can support your com-
munity:

Volunteer:  The Energy Fair is 
looking for inspired, visionary leaders 
to fill some key Coordinator positions:  
Accountant/Bookkeeper, Alternative 
Energy Coordinator, Grant Writer/
Fundraiser, Volunteer Coordinator, 
PR/Advertising, Media & Commu-
nications, Sanitation, Recycling & 
Compost Coordinator, Sponsorship 
Coordinator, Vendor Coordinator.  
We have other committee roles to fill 
based on your skill sets.  

T-Shirts:  We still have 2019 
t-shirts for sale for $20 or 2018 
t-shirts for $10.

Go Fund Me:  If you ewould 
like to see this kind of work contin-
ue in our community, please consider 
making a donation to our fundrais-
ing campaign.  We are still in great 
need of funding to help with all of our 
post-production tasks, evaluations 
and to organize for next year.

If you missed us at the event, 
we are continuing to post education-
al videos from the weekend as well 
as archiving past projects.  If you 
would like to volunteer, buy a t-shirt 
or make a donation, please visit our 
website, crestoneenergyfair.org, or 
call 719-480-5925.

—Lisa Bodey, Nick Nevares & 
Donovan Spitzman
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Editor’s Notes
Equinox

This is such a wonderfully 
sweet time of the year. The sum-
mer heat (and bugs) have passed, 
and the coming winter cold is 
only hinted at by the growing ex-
pectant woodpiles. 

It has been unusually warm 
with temps still going into the 
70s during the days with nights 
in the low 40s, dipping down to 
34 to nip the squash. People are 
wearing a mixture of layered 
fleece with sandals. Tank tops 
with neck scarves. Pure Colorado  
weather and fashion.

We’re starting to see a bit 
of color up high, but the cot-
tonwoods in town and the as-
pens along the creeks have not 
turned  into their brilliant fall 
colors.  Soon though—as soon as 
it snows. But there’s no feeling of 
snow in the air here. Yet.

Right now the trees are 
green, the weather is mild, 
and gardens are still produc-
ing. Strange that. But maybe it 
means that as the arctic melts 
we’ll be able to grow peaches 
here.  If we have water.

As I watch the news and see 
climate devastation happening 
around the world, I feel like, at 
least for the moment, we are in 
a safe, peaceful bubble here. I’m 
very grateful to live in such vast 
beauty. Enjoying this moment.

Giving deep thanks for the 
heavy snows last winter that 
brought us full creeks.  May we 
also have another wet winter 
with full white peaks.

But not just yet. For now, 
we’re in that sweet spot. We feel 
ourselves pulled into that shift-
ing seasonal rhythm of quiet-
ing down, storing up the fruits 
of harvest, stocking the shelves, 
checking the tires, cleaning the 
chimney, and watching what’s 
coming in on the wind.  Take time 
to enjoy this heady mountain air.

From the top of the Rockies,
—Kizzen

The Crestone Eagle
Publisher & Editor:  Kizzen N. Laki
Copy Editor:  Janet G. Woodman
 Advertising: Jennifer Eytcheson

  Production: Carrie Caverly
Accounts: Shoshannah Asha

Photo Editor: Diane Bairstow
Tech: Cliff Rodriguez, Mark Talbot

Contributing Writers:
Mary Lowers                John Rowe 
Lori Nagel Kim Malville
Matie Belle Lakish                    Gussie Fauntleroy
Tom Dessain Earl W. Sutherland
Keno Menechino Sandia Belgrade
Lisa Cyriacks Suzanne McGregor
Peter Anderson       Dorje Root 
Larry Calloway                   David Nicholas   
Stephen Futral                              Tomas DeMers
   All photos by Kizzen Laki, Janet Woodman 

or Eagle staff unless otherwise noted. 
Contributing Photographers:  

Lori A. Nagel,  Matthew Crowley, Kate Steichen
Bill Ellzey, Wendi Shattil/Bob Rozinski

Digital Subscription Rate: 12 issues $15 digital.pdf
Paper Subscription Rates: 12 issues $30 Bulk mail.

For 1st class postage $45. 
Back issues $4.50 each by mail.

The Crestone Eagle is an independent monthly 
publication. POB 101, Crestone, CO 81131. 

(719) 256-4956  Email: info@crestoneeagle.com
www.crestoneeagle.com   

No junk mail or solicitations please!
Comments or opinions expressed 

in The Crestone Eagle are not necessarily 
those of the publisher, 

but are solely those of the writer.
Deadline for copy: 18th of the month.

 Letters to the Editor must be 300 words or less. 
We reserve the right to edit, or reject advertising, letters 
or articles. Letters may be sent to parties mentioned or 

referenced for response.  All rights reserved.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.slvec.org
http://www.slvec.org
http://www.slvec.org
mailto:info@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com


The Crestone Eagle • October, 2019 • Page 3 

Ed Lyell
Nov. 11, 1944-Aug. 27, 2019

Former Crestone Eagle 
columnist, Ed Lyell, died in Au-
gust in Denver. He was 74. His 
column “In Search of Economic 
Reality”, ran in the Eagle from 
2011 until 2019.

During his career, Ed 
taught at University of Colo-
rado, Metropolitan State Uni-
versity of Denver and Colorado 
College, and served on the Colo-
rado State Board of Education. 
He retired from Adams State 
University in Alamosa in 2017.

Ed was the first in his fam-
ily to finish elementary school. 
He taught his parents to read, 
write and do math when he did 
his homework.

His monthly column was a 
great addition to the Eagle, and 
he will be missed.

Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
It was a busy month for the Saguache County Sheriff ’s Office 

(SCSO). On September 15 deputies responded to a reported car rollo-
ver near Spanish Creek Trail. The Denver man driving the vehicle was 
transported to the hospital in Alamosa with minor injuries. A passenger 
in the vehicle was unhurt but was taken to jail in Saguache due to sev-
eral warrants from Chaffee County for his arrest. The Crestone man, 34, 
who was the passenger, was held on fugitive from justice charges with a 
bail amount of $2000.

There have rumors flying, particularly on FaceBook, that there 
have been construction ripoffs in the Baca. When I spoke with Under-
sheriff Jim McCloskey of the SCOC about this, he told me, “no one has 
reported any construction break-ins or thefts.” He said a “popular sus-
pect” was accused of trying to steal from a construction site on the Baca. 
The undersheriff told me there was “bad blood in the past” between the 
suspect and the person accusing him.

McClosky said he is all for “exercising free speech but, use the 
truth.”

There was some anger in the early autumn air this past month. A 
Baca man, 45, was jailed with no bail listed on charges of first degree 
assault. A Center man, 39, was jailed with no bail listed on charges in-
cluding third degree assault, violation of a restraining order, and viola-
tion of bail/bond conditions. A Center man, 29, was jailed on charges of 
domestic violence, harassment, and resisting arrest with no bail listed. A 
Center man, 26, went to jail on an arrest warrent for three third degree 
assault charges, criminal mischief, and child abuse with $500 bail listed. 
A Saguache man, 74, was jailed with bail set at $1000 for violation of a 
restraining order.

A Moffat man, 49. was taken in on a charge of introducing contra-
band. He had no bail amount listed. A Center man, 37, went to jail for 
felony theft charges for amounts between $5000 and $20,000. There was 
a warrant out for his arrest and his bail was set at $5000. A Denver man, 
41, was jailed with no bail listed on charges of first degree burglary.

SCSO brought in some parole violators last month. An Alamosa 
man was jailed for violating a stay at Alamosa Community Corrections 
Facility. A man with no charges in Saguache County was taken in for 
non-compliance with his parole stipulations on charges of burglary, drug 
abuse, and traffic offenses,

The warrant sweep continues in Saguache County. A Center man, 
32, was jailed on failure to appear and fugitive from justice charges with 
$550 bail listed. An Amarillo, TX man, 33, was arrested on fugitive from 
justice charges on charges of second degree assault and resisting arrest 
in Saguache County. His bail was set at $20,000. A Saguache man, 37, 
was picked up on fugitive from justice charges with a warrant out of Rio 
Grande County. He had a $175 cash bond set. A Center woman, 36, had 
$10,000 bail set on charges of failure to appear. A Crestone man, 34, went 
to jail on failure to appear charges with bail set at $6500. A bail amount of 
$1500 was listed for a Center woman, 56, on fugitive from justice charges. 
An Alamosa man, 39, was held on failure to appear charges with a bail 
amount of $5000 listed. A Round Rock, AZ man, 33, went to jail on failure 
to appear charges with $100 bail set. A Saguache man, 58, was jailed with 
$300 bail on failure to appear charges. A Center woman, 29, was jailed on 
fugitive from justice charges. Her bail was listed at $2500.

SCSO  911 calls this past month were for issues including: live-
stock, (cattle in the road), fire, ambulance, burglary, theft, information, 
vehicle stops, suicide, abandon vehicles, and general assistance. Dep-
uties answered one hundred and fifty-four call to the Saguache area, 
twenty calls to Moffat, eleven calls to the Baca and ten calls to Crestone. 
They also went out on calls including: six call to KV Estates, five to Villa 
Grove, four calls to Center, three calls each to Hooper and Del Norte, two 
calls to Bonanza, and one call each to La Garita and Gunnison.

Decker Fire burns south of Salida
by Mary Lowers
A lightning strike Septem-

ber 8 ignited the Decker Fire nine 
miles south of Salida. Smoke and 
sometimes flames can be seen from 
Hwy. 50 and US 285. The fire has 
been allowed to burn in the area 
where the US Forest Service re-
ports there is 80% tree mortality 
due to beetle kill and blow downs. 
The fire has not generated evacua-
tions or closures. As we go to press 
it has burned around nine hundred 
acres. There are 107 personnel 
managing the blaze.

According to the US Forest 
Service, “Decker Fire is being man-
aged to remove high risk fuels from 
the landscape for ecological ben-
efit and to remove the risk of cat-
astrophic wildfire in the future.” 
Current conditions including low 
humidity are causing more fire 
activity. The fire is reported to be 
travelling north toward Methodist 
Mountain.

Spot fires have started when 
sparks from the main fire ignited 
dry fuel. The fire is encouraged to 
grow by clear skies, high winds, 
and low humidity. According to re-
ports on the fire from the San Juan 

Hotshots Fire Crew these hot spots 
are being carefully monitored and 
“will be engaged as needed.” Infra-
red flight at night over the blaze in-
dicate where hotspots are located. 

The fire has been fueled main-
ly by dead and downed trees, with 
lighter fuels such as grass and 
brush catching quickly. Fire crews 
have constructed “contingency 
lines on the east and west sides of 
the fire.” They stand ready to fight 
the fire if it gets too big or spreads 
in the wrong direction.

Brett Vanderver reported on 
FaceBook about the SW Conser-
vation Corps (SCC) crew fighting 
the Decker Fire. This crew is out of 
Salida and is made up of military 
veterans. Fire Incident Command-
er, John Markalunas said, “It’s re-
ally nice to be able to provide folks 
that served our country with train-
ing, experience and opportunities. 
Their military background makes 
them a great fit for this kind of 
work.”

Decker Fire spokespeople ask 
that 911 calls be for emergencies 
only! For information of the fire call 
719-626-1085 or go to Decker Fire 
2019 on FaceBook.

Prescribed burn 
planned
continued from page 1

the National Weather Service. 
Forecasts are customized to the 
burn location with frequent on-site 
weather measurements. Fire per-
sonnel at the scene are constant-
ly monitoring conditions during a 
prescribed burn and adapt accord-
ingly. If at any time conditions are 
outside of predetermined accept-
able levels, the operation will be 
halted. All burns are monitored 
until they are declared completely 
out.  

Smoke will be visible from the 
Crestone and Baca Grande subdi-
visions, Colorado State Highway 
17, and other locations in the San 
Luis Valley. Air quality considera-
tions are an important part of pre-
scribed fire, and each fire prescrip-
tion is planned to disperse smoke 
rapidly and reduce lingering haze. 
However, smoke may still have 
adverse effects on some people’s 

health. For more information on 
how to mitigate health risks, vis-
it www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/
wood-smoke-and-health. 

 “It is impossible to burn 
without generating smoke,” not-
ed Lewelling. “The targeted pre-
scribed burn area will be subdi-
vided into smaller sections and 
potentially burned over several 
days to limit daily smoke produc-
tion.”

Neighbors and towns adja-
cent to the park should be aware 
that the prescribed burning may 
temporarily generate large plumes 
of smoke and that some burn units 
have the potential to smolder for 
several days.  Signs will be posted 
along nearest major roads during 
the operation. Fire information 
updates including anticipated dai-
ly smoke impacts will be posted 
on https://inciweb.nwcg.gov. Any 
neighbors or individuals who may 
require special consideration or 
assistance in the event that un-
planned smoke issues arise are en-
couraged to call Dale Culver, Chief 
Ranger at 719-378-6321.

The Decker Fire has been burning in a National Forest wilderness area near Methodist 
Mountain south of Salida since Sept. 8.                      photo from Decker Fire Facebook page

256-4252

http://www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov
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by Sandia Belgrade
Fear not the upcoming 

census
In his Commissioner’s Report 

Ken Anderson said he had seen an 
early census sample and noted it 
had a citizenship question. Howev-
er, in June the U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling delayed the Trump admin-
istration from adding a question 
about citizenship status to the 2020 
Census. Experts believe that such 
a question—which has not been 
asked since 1950—would reduce 
response rates among immigrants 
and Hispanic residents. Here in 
the valley we want our neighbors 
to be safe. The real history is that 
people of Mexican descent did not 
immigrate to the United States.  
Mexican settlers and Native Amer-
icans lived on this land before it 
was U.S. land. 

The census is significant for 
our county. A citizenship question 
would hurt every state and every 
community where immigrants 
live, because those communities 
would then be underrepresented 
and would be underfunded. Each 
person not counted equals a loss of 
approximately $1500 for our coun-
ty. That would result in a loss of 
services for residents. The Trump 
administration sought to use the 
census as a partisan tool because 
electoral maps are redrawn after 
every census, changing congres-
sional and legislative districts, and 
budgeting decisions, that directly 
impact our county.

Your name will not be at-
tached to the census. I personally 
was a census worker in 2010. I took 
down no names. Do not fear the 
census or fall prey to fear tactics. 
Mini grants are being made avail-
able so that non-profits can apply 
for help with brochures and PSAs 
to publicize the census.

The short shelf life of coun-
ty administrators

Reality is an interesting 
thing, as readers know from their 
own experience. Our perception 
of it changes depending on where 
we’re standing, as Einstein noted 
when he came up with his Theo-
ry of Relativity. It is this dynamic 
that seems to govern how the Com-

missioners and County employees 
perceive the situation put for-

ward by former Administrator 
Glen Simpson in his letter 
of retirement. I talked with 

people from various Coun-
ty departments. What 

they related are differ-
ent sides of the story. 
Some departments 
find a discrepancy be-
tween the amount of 

the revenue being brought in and 
what the Board of County Commis-
sioners (BOCC) says. They believe 
the County has more money than 
they say and there are discrepan-
cies. One department has brought 
in a sizable amount of revenue but 
what is on the books according to 
the BOCC is vastly different. Some 
employees believe this accounts for 
the lack of raises for employees. 
According to one department head 
some department figures are as 
much as $1,000 off and they can’t 
match their figures with what the 
County says is in the budget. And 
still other departments feel favorit-
ism from the Commissioners: that 
some departments get whatever 
funds they request, but their de-
partment is denied. When I asked 
the BOCC to comment on Simp-
son’s letter, Ken Anderson said the 
County is in good shape. With such 
discrepancies in perceptions the 
Board may need to do some self-re-
flection.  

Public Health Department 
fiscal concerns

Lynette Grant, Public Health 
Director, is struggling to tame the 
budget. She’s still working through 
the accounting process. It is hard 
for her to know what funds are 
where and she’s attempting to 
get information. Lynette said she 
doesn’t understand Quickbooks. 
She can ascertain revenue and ex-
penditures, but there is no invoice 
trail. Furthermore, Public Health 
oversees the Communities That 
Care program (CTC), which facil-
itates substance abuse prevention 
efforts in the county. Ani Rinchung 
who served as the coordinator of 
Communities That Care for nearly 
two years was let go from that posi-
tion. We thank her for her service. 

The department has advertised to 
fill the position and after interview-
ing several people Gloria Quintana 
was hired as the new coordinator 
of CTC. The Board entered into an 
agreement with OPPI which will 
bring in $1800 to deal with the 
opioid crisis. This entails a pre-set 
questionnaire with due dates.  Pub-
lic Health will develop a work plan 
and hire data people. 

Kidney disease in the 
valley

Grant also reported that kid-
ney disease is affecting the val-
ley. A study lead by Lee Newman, 
MD, MA, director of the Center for 
Health, Work & Environment  and 
professor in the  Dept. of Environ-
mental & Occupational Health 
at the Colorado School of Public 
Health, noted that there is an ep-
idemic of chronic kidney disease 
among agricultural workers and 
manual laborers. Climate change 
may play a role in the epidemic 
that has killed thousands of ag-
ricultural workers. It may be the 
result of increasingly hot temper-
atures and toxins according to re-
searchers at the University of Col-
orado Anschutz Medical Campus. 
More specifically, Newman said, 
“the common factors of the disease 
could be caused by a combination 
of heat exposure which is a direct 
health impact of climate change, 
heavy labor as well as pesticides 
like glyphosate. This is not the usu-
al kidney disease we see in the U.S. 
. . It is not caused by high blood 
pressure or diabetes, the usual sus-
pects.” Those impacted are mostly 
agricultural workers who grow and 
harvest the world’s food.  

Moratorium on medical 
marijuana 

Wendi Maez, Land Use Direc-
tor and acting County Administra-
tor, set a date for a public hearing 
on November 11 regarding the 
proposed moratorium on medical 
marijuana variances. The date al-
lows time for the hearing to be pub-
lished in area papers. The County 
had been more lenient than the 
State on medical variances, but 
the variances were being abused. 
The intention is to have a 24-plant 
count per lot be in place, which is 
in accordance with the State. Ap-
plicants must have an approved 
water source, property ownership 
must be clear, and sewerage treat-
mentin place.  There are reports 
that Moffat has also enacted some 
form of moratorium. Several people 
appeared in September, including 
one person from Villa Grove, who 
will work with CBD-infused sugar 
cubes, not made of marijuana. A 
second request was for a condition-
al use modification for an outdoor 
marijuana cultivation area. The 
Code Enforcement officer took pic-
tures and everything was in place 
as it should be. 

The County Planning 
Commission

The Planning Commission is 
intended to represent all areas of 
the county. Now that Allison Mc-
Clure has retired from the Crestone 
Planning Commission, it raises the 
question of why Crestone needs its 
own commission. Does one plan-
ning commission with designated 
areas and representatives make 
the most sense? For now Wendi 
Maez wants to advertise the po-
sition. If the County dissolves the 
Crestone Planning Commission, 

what changes will take its place? 
It will change the structure of the 
County Planning Commission and 
assure Crestone’s voice will count. 
I’d like to hear from Crestone resi-
dents about this. 

Student election judges 
Students from area high 

schools will be working in our poll-
ing place. The program provides 
students with the opportunity to 
learn about democracy, log commu-
nity service credit and earn money. 
Local election officials coordinate 
with schools to inform students 
of the program.  Students are re-
quired to complete an application, 
which includes parental and in-
structor permission.  Student elec-
tion judges will attend a training 
class and meet the same statutory 
requirements that the adult elec-
tion judges must meet.  Students 
will be assigned to assist with ex-
perienced adult election judges.

Short takes
Ben Gibbons, the County At-

torney, presented the lease agree-
ment for the Sheriff ’s office in 
Crestone. The space is being pro-
vided by the Crestone Mercantile. 
The lease is $1.00/year. Electric-
ity will run approximately $50/
month. Gibbons also presented a 
contract for approval between So-
cial Services and the Rocky Moun-
tain Counseling group for mental 
health services for Social Servic-
es. Gibbons utilizes this group in 
his private practice, so their track 
record is known.  Randal Arredon-
do, Road & Bridge Supervisor, re-
ceived a certificate for 30 years of 
service. 

Citizen comments
During the public comment 

period Bob Tafoya came in with 
concerns about excessive speeding. 
First he mentioned Moffat where 
drivers are racing dangerously, 
and in particular near Grammy’s 
restaurant where turning in with 
drivers on highway 17 going 65 
is dangerous. He asked the Com-
missioners to consider contacting 
CDOT. People are driving like ma-
niacs in Crestone as well. Perhaps 
with the Sheriff ’s department hav-
ing a presence in Crestone and the 
Baca, there will be more surveil-
lance of speeders. Another gentle-
man spoke about the blight caused 
by cars and campers.

Sales Tax Grant 
The second cycle of sales 

tax grants has been selected and 
$48,500 has been awarded to 
groups throughout the county.

Here are the total amounts of 
interest to Crestone:  

Crestone End of Life Project 
$1,500.00 

Crestone Performances Inc.  
$5,000.00 

Crestone Community Garden  
$2,000.00

Crestone Food Bank  
$5,000.00

Crestone Peak Community 
Housing $5,000.00

Crestone Charter School  
$5,000.00

Northern Saguache County 
Library District $5,000.00

Crestone Energy Fair, LLC  
$3,500.00

Errata
In the last issue Tristam Post 

was referred to as the Acting Rang-
er. She is in fact the Saguache Dis-
trict Ranger of the U.S. Forest Ser-
vice-Rio Grande National Forest.

Saguache 
  County 
   News

 

Soul Activation Retreat 
October 11-14 

Crestone, CO 
 

Our planet depends on light seeds 
activating, fulfilling their calling, 

and going  beyond 5D . This 
all-inclusive retreat gives you the 

opportunity  
to heed that call.  

 

*Light language * Drum circles * 
DNA Activations * Upgrades 

 
Register by October 4 

BlueStarTribe.com 
 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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New laws make Colorado a national 
leader on campaign finance

Three new campaign finance 
laws went into effect recently in 
Colorado, The Clean Campaign 
Act (HB19-1318), Contribution 
limits for candidates for county 
office (SB19-1007) and Expand-
ed Disclosure of Electioneering 
Communications (SB19-068). 
Secretary of State Jena Griswold 
championed the campaign fi-
nance reform package, and these 
new laws, in conjunction with 
Campaign Finance Enforcement 
(SB19-232), make Colorado a na-
tional leader on transparency and 
accountability of money in poli-
tics. 

“The Clean Campaign Act 
and accompanying laws will bol-
ster Coloradans’ confidence in our 
democracy by shining light on se-
cret political spending, deterring 
corruption, and barring foreign fi-
nancial influence,” said Secretary 
of State Jena Griswold. “These 
new laws secure Colorado’s place 
as a national leader on transpar-
ency of money in politics.”

Here are additional details 
on the laws:

Clean Campaign Act of 
2019 (HB19-1318): 

Exposes large, hard-to-trace 
donations by requiring organiza-
tions that give money to Colorado 
SuperPACs specifically for politi-
cal communications to disclose 
their funding sources. Special in-
terests will no longer be able to 
hide their money by transferring 

it through various shell organiza-
tions.

Prevents all foreign nation-
als, foreign corporations, and 
foreign countries from spend-
ing money on any type of politi-
cal communication or contribut-
ing to, or controlling, any type of 
campaign finance committee in 
the state.

Ensures that corporations 
that spend money in support of, or 
against, ballot initiatives disclose 
that they paid for the communica-
tion.

Requires “Paid for by” dis-
claimers on communications to 
voters from any committee, in-
cluding online communications.

Tightens Colorado’s law on 
coordination between Colorado 
SuperPACs and candidates, and 
stops politicians who have not yet 
announced they are running for 
office from gaming the system by 
raising millions into SuperPACs 
that plan to support their future 
campaigns.

Contribution Limits for 
County Offices (HB 19-1007): 

Sets contribution limits for 
candidates for county offices.

Electioneering Communi-
cation (SB19-068): 

Closes a gap that allowed for 
unreported electioneering com-
munications between the primary 
and general elections. Also re-
quires “paid for by” disclaimers 
on ads.

Local citizens’ legal action 
against SLVREC moves forward

by John Rowe
A pre-hearing conference 

was held at the Crestone campus 
of Colorado College by the  Pub-
lic Utilities Commission of Colo-
rado (PUC) on August 27 at 9am 
for the purpose of establishing a 
foundation for a full formal hear-
ing to hear complaints by Annie 
Pace et. al. This is a local citizens’ 
group numbering between 25 and 
30 from the San Luis Valley Ru-
ral Rural Electric Cooperative 
(SLVREC) service area, mostly 
from Crestone/Baca (the “Citizens’ 
case”) and the Town of Crestone 
against its electric power provider, 
SLVREC. The Town of Crestone 
and Annie Pace el. al. are separate 
entities who have filed independ-
ent actions against  SLVREC. The 
cases have been consolidated for 
judicial efficiency because of con-
siderable overlap in the claims, 
and will be heard by the PUC 
administrative court in the same 
hearing. This article will deal with 
the Citizens’ case, whose spokes-
people and key organizers are An-
nie Pace and Lili Zohar; the Town 
of Crestone’s case will be reported 
on separately. 

This pre-hearing conference 
dealt with establishing discovery 
deadlines (dates by which each side 
must make the other side aware 
of information to be used at the 
hearing), hearing dates, setting up 
ground rules, and other pertinent 
procedures. The dates of the hear-
ing are scheduled for November 
19-22 at the Crestone campus of 
Colorado College and the public is 
welcome, limited only by available 
seating.

One of the major contentions 
of Citizens’ case  is that the rate 
hike that has been in effect since 
April is considered by the Citizens 
to be unfair, unjust, and unreason-
able. Many people’s rates have in-
creased dramatically, this in one of 
Colorado’s poorest counties. Anoth-
er  bone of contention concerns the 
lack of notice, transparency, and 
education given the citizenry before 
instituting the rate increase. These 
local activists don’t believe that the 
SLVREC supplied a tranparent or 
logical justification for the changes 
in billing that helped large com-
mercial users and resulted in sub-
stantial increases for many small 
users, a/k/a ordinary folks. The 
Citizens also contend that the na-
ture of the increase violates State 
policy on reducing our dependence 
on fossil fuels- it. It rewards big us-
ers, primarily businesses and large 
farms, and punishes small users, 
primarily residential customers. 
Large users have enjoyed a rate 

decrease and have no incentive to 
conserve energy. 

Meanwhile the Citizens con-
tend that this new policy discour-
ages renewables such as solar and 
wind. Lili Zohar, a major spokes-
person for the group  says, “I am 
a good example of this. I invested 
$22,000 in a solar system and use 
the grid connection I have primar-
ily for backup. By SLVEC’s own 
estimates, I will experience a 161% 
cost increase for the year with the 
new rate hike. I used to pay a flat 
fee in the neighborhood of $30/
month and will now be assessed a 
much higher usage fee based on the 
time of day demand charges.” Zohar 
says that SLVREC’s claim that this 
is  a “revenue neutral” rate change 
is only true in the sense that the 
utility is not collecting more rev-
enue.  However, the largest users 
have seen a significant reduction in 
their bills while by and large resi-
dential users are paying more.

Zohar is excited over a new 
development in the case. The ways 
and means have been found to re-
tain “a very good attorney,” Sa-
rah Keane of Kaplan, Kirsch, and 
Rockwell of Denver.  More than a 
few expert witnesses (considered 
key in this sort of litigation) have 
expressed interest in helping the 
Complainants.  Zohar and compa-
ny are also happy about this and 
are looking forward to a fair and 
just outcome for all.

“The judge, Melody Mirbaba, 
was very evenhanded, fair, and 
thorough,” says Zohar. The Re-
spondents, (SLVREC) wanted the 
hearing dates pushed back until 
February or later and the Com-
plainants succeeded in having what 
they and the judge agreed was a 
more reasonable timeframe, name-
ly this fall.The judge also agreed to 
allow the Citizens to amend their 
Complaint, which allowed for Ms 
Keane to help craft a more legally 
sound and comprehensive Com-
plaint on behalf of the Citizens. 
Judge Mirbaba not only listened to 
the lawyers and spokespeople for 
the Citizens, the Town of Crestone, 
and the SLVREC, but also allowed 
individual Complainants to make 
comments, ask questions, and 
to withdraw from the case when 
circumstances made their parti-
ciapation too burndomsome.  Ms. 
Mirbaba genuinely seemed to want 
to hear from all who wanted their 
voices heard. 

Once again, the formal hear-
ing is schduled for November 19 
and 22 of this year, although a 
shorter hearing, and perhaps even 
a settlement prior to the hearing is 
possible.

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

Storm clouds moving in. These ominous clouds over the barren road were caught going 
north on Highway 17 between Mosca & Hooper.                                  photo by Lori Nagel

Anna Louise B. Stewart

Core Chi Transformation 
Energy & Bodywork Combined 

Specialty in the Abdomen

970.290.7710    AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
CoreChiTransformation.com

mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
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by Allyson Ransom,
Crestone Town Clerk
September 9, 2019 Board 

of Trustees Meeting   
The meeting was called to 

order at 9:30am, and the Board of 
Trustees passed the following mo-
tions:

• To approve the agenda
• To approve the minutes of 

the regular Board meeting of Au-
gust 12, 2019 

• To approve paying the bills 
• To approve the financial re-

port as presented
• To approve spending up to 

$600.00 to purchase one laptop and 
one printer for the Public Works 
department

• To approve changing An-
drew D’Ambruoso’s job title to Dep-
uty Town Clerk

• To approve a special event 
liquor license requested by Mary 
Lowers on behalf of the Healthcare 
Coop for a fundraising dance event 
at the Cloud Station on October 5, 
2019 and contingent upon the fee 
being paid and with all documenta-
tion turned in to the Town Clerk by 
September 16, 2019

• To offer a sewer tap to the 
Northern Saguache County Fire 
District at cost

• To not oppose Stephen 
Hume’s application to the State for 
a single family household use well 
permit, contingent on topography 
and distance from the Town’s wa-
ter line, and the actual well loca-
tion must be within one hundred 
feet of the GPS location chosen

• To direct Attorney Farish 
to draft a proclamation changing 
the Town’s observance of Columbus 
Day to Indigenous Peoples’ Day

• To approve paying Town 
Public Works employees up to 
twenty (20) hours during their reg-
ular work hours to help the Win-
terfest group install pre-decorated 
Christmas trees around town

• To approve Desiree 
Marceau’s request for the  Winter-
fest group to hold a parade on Town 
property on Saturday, November 
28, 2019 and temporary street clo-
sures will be permitted during the 
parade for W. Silver Ave., N. Cot-
tonwood St., E. Carbonate Ave., 
and N. Cedar St

• To approve Shumei to plant 
and beautify bare dirt areas be-
tween the Sangre de Cristo Inn and 
the Town’s sidewalk along S. Alder 
Ave.  Shumei will be responsible for 
maintenance of the area

• To pay 25% of the cost 
to route water from the Fra-
zee-Klostermeyer Ditch from the 
corner of Rachel Medina’s property 
on Block 43 to the Sizemore prop-
erty on Block 55, and as the Town 
owns one quarter of the water 
rights, to direct Attorney Farish to 
draft an agreement for all parties 
to review 

• To give written notice to 
the San Luis Valley Rural Electric 
Cooperative that no franchise fee 
will be collected for SLVREC us-
ers in the Town of Crestone, thus 
amending the rate from 2% to 0%

• To adjourn the meeting at 
4:20pm 

Citizens’ comments
Local business owner Desi 

Faraci shared her concerns to the 
Board regarding a mobile pizza 
vendor who sets up next to her 
business on Saturdays and asked 
the Board to take action on this is-
sue.

Town resident Fred Bauder 
addressed the Board about a for-
mal complaint he submitted three 
years ago regarding noxious weeds 
and claimed the situation had 
worsened.

Energy Fair coordinator, Nick 
Nevares, provided a brief recap of the 
event, stating that the conference or-
ganizers removed the trash and put 
the Town’s park back in order.

Town resident Katrie Chris-
topher brought a complaint to the 
Board regarding someone getting 
into her house without permission 
and that she reported this to both 
the Saguache County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice and Crestone Town Hall. Also, 
she was concerned that the Satur-
day market is being mismanaged. 
The Trustees advised her to come 
to the October Board meeting as 
the Saturday Market would be on 
the agenda for discussion.

Reports 
Treasurer Busby discussed 

the following in her report:
o State sales tax revenue to-

taled $24,770.00
o Marijuana tax revenue to-

taled $1,071.00
o Recommendation that a 

work session be held to discuss the 
2020 budget

o Public Works’ office equip-
ment needs

Mayor Danforth reported on 
the following during her report:

o Safe Routes to Schools Pro-
ject benefit update. The event will 
be hosted at the Cloud Station on 
November 9, 2019, and the town 
will contribute $300.00 toward 
the event with the mayor confirm-
ing that no staff time would be re-
quired. Trustee Laki volunteered 
to help promote the event.

o The Baca Wildlife Refuge 
already has an IGA with the Alam-
osa Weed Control District and tests 
all of the federal refuges in the val-
ley, detecting no West Nile Virus or 
other diseases in the Baca Refuge’s 
mosquito population.

Clerk Ransom discussed the 
following in her report:

o Complaints received re-
garding parking issues, closed 
street and meal vendors at the Sat-
urday Market

o Request for the Admin-
istrative Assistant’s title to be 
changed to Deputy Clerk and 
amend the organizational chart at 
the next meeting, and the Trustees 
commented on the excellent work 
Andrew D’Ambruoso is doing.

o Update on wheelchair ac-
cess routes completed with signage 
into Town Hall Park and Little 
Pearl Park

o Event request forms creat-
ed for review

o Recommendation to the 
Board to follow their adopted fee 
schedule and charge for park use 
requests for large public events, 
which would help pay staff to re-
mediate the park after events

o Update on a Cirsa claim
o Request from Mary Lowers 

for a Special Event Liquor License 
for a fundraiser-dance on behalf of 
the Healthcare Coop

Public Works Coordinator An-
drew Martinez gave an update on 
cleaning out the Frazee-Kloster-
meyer Ditch, which is flowing nor-
mally. A culvert can be installed, 
but there are still questions about 
installation costs and the exact 
location. Martinez will get quotes 
and work with Attorney Farish 
on an owners’ ditch maintenance 
agreement.

Also, Martinez advised the 
Trustees not to build a parking 
area on the town-owned property 
on E. Silver St. (Block 44, Lot 1) 
as was suggested by the Planning 
Commission. 

Water System Manager Ann 
Bunting and Stephen Hume dis-
cussed his request to be allowed to 
submit a well permit to the State 
for his property. The cost of run-
ning Town water up to his property 
would be cost-prohibitive in com-
parison to drilling a well. Hume 
mentioned that there was no mu-
nicipal water system in town when 
his land was first annexed into 
town as a rural residential tract. 

Planning Commission Chair 
Terry Goergen reported on the 
recent meeting that included a 
request for a variance from Lars 
Skogen to build three feet from his 
property line next to Birch St. The 
Trustees verified that this request 
needed to be addressed by the 
Board of Adjustment.

The Attorney’s Report includ-
ed the following:

A lease agreement between 
the Town and Shumei and ScSEED 
was reviewed for the Town Hall 
greenhouse. 

A second meeting with the 
Charter School will take place for 
discussing a possible land swap to 
trade Tract 1 for other land belong-
ing to the school. 

Update on the Town’s com-
plaint against the SLVREC with the 
Public Utilities Commission hear-
ing scheduled for November 19-22, 
2019 at the Colorado College. 

Trustee Pace requested that 
the Town give the San Luis Valley 

Rural Electric Cooperative notice 
(under Article 3, 3.1 of the Town’s 
agreement with the SLVREC) that 
no further franchise fees will be 
collected for the town residents and 
directed Attorney Farish to draft a 
letter of notice of the change.

Town resident Fred Bauder 
sent an email to the Town Clerk 
stating he had brought a complaint 
against the Town to the Depart-
ment of Justice regarding the side-
walks in town that did not meet 
current ADA standards. Attorney 
Farish stated there should be no 
discussion on this matter until the 
DOJ sent a determination letter to 
the Town.

Public requests
 Mr. Youngblood, a local resi-

dent, approached the Board with a 
petition signed by dozens of people 
requesting that the Town Board 
adopt a proclamation to replace 
Columbus Day with Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day because the spirit 
of Crestone does not lend itself to 
observing a holiday that commem-
orates a man who laid waste to in-
digenous populations in the New 
World.

Desiree Marceau requested 
that the Town provide labor to dec-
orate for the Winterfest event and 
that streets be closed temporarily 
for a parade that will terminate at 
Bob’s Place café. There was further 
discussion about the possibility of 
an ice-carving contest about which 
Desiree will report back at the next 
meeting. Clerk Ransom will con-
tact CIRSA regarding the Town’s 
liability for an ice-carving event on 
Town property

Announcements
Please be advised that the 

Town of Crestone is a zoned com-
munity with two safety-code en-
forcement officers who respond to 
nuisance complaints. Codes are in 
place to protect the health, safety 
and well-being of town residents 
and visitors. Both code employees 
deal with nuisance issues by either 
giving verbal warnings or written 
warnings or, if necessary, written 
citations. Meanwhile, the Saguache 
County Sheriff ’s Department has a 
presence in town monitoring vehi-
cle traffic. 

Crestone Town Hall has weed 
eaters and hand pump sprayers 
available to loan to private proper-
ty owners for use in town. Supplies 
may be checked out with a refund-
able deposit. Contact Town Hall at 
719-256-4313.

The inviting Crestone Town Park on a late September day.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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POA Board prepares for 
November 15 annual meeting

by John Rowe
The regularly scheduled 

monthly Property Owners Asso-
ciation Board Meeting was held on 
September 19 at 10am at the POA 
Hall. Four of five Board members 
were present with Joanna The-
riault being absent. About a dozen 
audience members were present 
also. The meeting opened at 10am 
and was adjourned at 11:30am. In 
a change from previous years, new 
Executive Director Kevin Flewell 
ran the meeting.

The meeting opened with 
Member Forum and a few questions 
and comments were raised. One 
man wanted to know what was being 
done about three house trailers that 
were unceremoniously dumped on 
Homestead Road out in the Grants a 
couple of weeks ago and being lived 
in without regard for building cov-
enants. Kevin assured the man that 
all possible remedies were in process 
and that the covenants would abso-
lutely be followed. He further stated 
that he did not think it would take 
“several months” to be resolved, as 
had been rumored. A woman raised 
the possibility of spraying for mos-
quitos and wondered if it had ever 
been considered. No board members 
could think of any consideration for 
this being given in their tenure. A 
suggestion was given by an audi-
ence member to spend whatever 
money it might take in order to come 
up with a relatively complete email 
list for all 3500 property owners. He 
felt that an occasional email blast 
to the membership would be a most 
welcome addition  to the services of-
fered by the POA. This was received, 
as this suggestion often is, without 
comment. 

A brief financial report was 
given by Kevin and two accountants 
auditing the 2018 budget. Kevin 
said the POA was slightly behind 
projections but fully expected to be 
caught up soon, therefore finishing 
the year up within budget. The au-

ditors were not quite finished with 
their work on the 2018 finances but 
said everything so far was looking 
good. Kevin stated that there will 
be an Executive Director’s Report 
coming out soon and regularly and 
available to the membership.

Director Sugandha Brooks 
heads up the Firewise Committee 
which meets once a month to offer 
suggestions to the Board on how 
the Baca can, collectively and indi-
vidually, adopt fire prevention solu-
tions that will take the Baca closer 
to being able to be certified as a 
Firewise Community. Suganha is 
looking for more committee mem-
bers within the POA membership. 
Please contact the POA office if you 
are interested, 256-4171.

Two available Board seats 
will be voted on at the Annual 
Members Meeting on November 15 
at the POA Hall. Please check with 
the POA for the start time of the 
meeting. Three candidates were 
put up by the Nominating Commit-
tee for the two seats. They are Ste-
ve Dossenback, current President 
running for another term, Wade 
Lockhart, and Ed Sbarbaro, cur-
rently on the Environmental and 
Architectural Committee.  

A new person was added to 
the Violations Appeals Committee, 
long-term resident Leslie McMene-
my. Director Dave Peak is not seek-
ing another term on the Board.

Kevin announced that he will 
be very busy preparing for the No-
vember 15 Annual Members’ Meet-
ing for the better part of the next 
two months and plans on having 
complete packets including election 
materials available at the door for 
all members attending. He stated 
that as his first day was only two 
months ago, he has had his hands 
full just to handle all day-to-day is-
sues and get everything ready for 
November 15, but he looks forward 
to exploring new directions with the 
Board in the upcoming months.    

Call for Election Tellers
For the November 15, 2019 Board of Directors Election

The Baca Grande is seeking qualified Teller candidates to help 
tabulate and certify this year’s Board of Director’s election.  

If interested, please contact the Association at 719-256-4171 
or email: info@bacapoa.org. 

The deadline for Teller candidate submittals is October 16, 2019.  
Thank You.

Fire prevention & readiness: 
Community meeting Wednesday, Oct. 9

by Carolina Brown
Come find out (and remem-

ber!) how to reduce the risk of dan-
gerous fires in and around your 
home, and how to be ready for any 
emergencies. 

On Wednesday, October 9, 
Baca Firewise Committee and 
Baca Fire Department are hosting 
a community meeting at the POA 
Hall from 6 to 7 pm, with the key 
information you need . . . and some 
snacks. 

There are easy steps you can 
take to protect yourself, your loved 
ones, your home, the land and wild-
life, and our whole community. Your 
choices really do make a difference 
for the whole community. Reducing 
fire risk here is a long-term, ongo-
ing effort which requires all of us 
to work together. Every home and 
lot owner make can make simple, 
crucial contributions.

As we look towards winter, 
the community meeting’s practical 
topics will include:  (1) Woodstoves, 
chimneys and firewood storage; (2) 
Where and how to harvest firewood 
from the greenbelt areas and the 
National Forest; (3) Evacuation 
routes and personal readiness; (4) 
your questions and concerns. Fire-
wood permit applications will be 
available for both the POA common 
lands and the Rio Grande National 
Forest. 

The 1-hour meeting will begin 
with an introduction to the Baca 
Grande Community Wildfire Pro-

tection Plan (CWPP) which guides 
all work reducing the risk of wild-
fire in our community.  The CWPP 
was developed by Colorado State 
Forest Service with input from 
Baca Fire Department and other 
experts. 

The Baca Firewise Commit-
tee needs you! The group’s mission 
is to educate and assist Baca resi-
dents to reduce the risk of wildfire 
and the threat to lives and prop-
erty. The group meets monthly and 
works in a focused, respectful style. 
We are dedicated to learning about 
our local fire risks and priorities, 
and we have both the funding and 
inspiration to make real progress. 
Please join us!  Send an email to 
bacafirewise@gmail.com to learn 
more.

Address signs are an easy way 
to keep yourself, your loved ones 
and your house safe. The stand-
ard blue numeral signs are visible 
from an ambulance, fire engine or 
your neighbors, day or night. At 
the community meeting, you can 
order a sign from the County—for 
$18, including delivery and instal-
lation. You can also enter to win a 
free sign. 

The event also is an opportu-
nity for you to ask questions and 
voice your ideas for future Firewise 
programs. You can also contact 
bacafirewise@gmail.com.

We look forward to seeing you 
Wednesday, October 9 from 6 to 
7pm at the POA Hall. 

A sweet fall scene along the creek near Colorado College.   photo by Haruyuki Suzuki

mailto:info@bacapoa.org
mailto:bacafirewise@gmail.com
mailto:bacafirewise@gmail.com
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Shumei’s Whole Living Symposium 
October 26 hosts Alycia Chambers 
of Ancient Arts Midwifery

Shumei International Insti-
tute is excited to announce the 
next Whole Living Symposium for 
our Crestone community. We are 
honored to have midwife Alycia 
Chambers as our next presenter on 
October 26 from 10 to 11am. This 
event is free to the public. 

Alycia Chambers CPM, RM is 
a Certified Professional and Regis-
tered Midwife who has been serv-
ing women and families in the San 
Luis Valley, Arkansas Valley, and 
nearby areas for over a decade. In-
spired by giving birth to her own 
two children naturally at home, 
she holds a deep respect for the sa-
cred nature of birth and women’s 
choices. She believes in support-
ing women physically, emotionally 
and spiritually, creating a healthy 
and holistic foundation with nour-
ishing foods, herbal teas and lov-
ing trust in the divine process. 
She can be reached at 719-849-
0043 to answer any questions or 
to schedule a free consultation. In 
the meantime, join us at Shumei 
where we will have time with Aly-

cia to talk about the ancient art of 
midwifery.

Come join us on Saturday 
October 26 at 10am at Shumei In-
ternational Institute for this free 
event. To learn more about this 
event visit www.shumeicrestone.
org or call 719-256-5284. 

Check the Shumei Shop and moSPACE 
downtown in the Sangre de Cristo Inn Wed through Sat. 12pm to 4pm

Offering Natural Agriculture products, Shumei Information and Jyorei

Shumei International Institute
Sharing Natural Agriculture, Art & Beauty, and Healing Jyorei 

with the world.....

Art Symposia, Exhibitions, Concerts and Special Events

See the community calendar or visit www.shumeicrestone.org

Art gallery and site tours available every day from 9 -5

8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services)
are always open to the public

   Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284

Wildwood Sounds presents Beth Wood, 
a modern day troubadour, October 4

 Beth Wood is an award-win-
ning poet and singer-songwriter 
who has toured the country playing 
music and delighting audiences for 
over twenty years. While perform-
ing, writing, creating, and collabo-
rating non-stop, Beth has released 
eleven independent albums, two 
books of poetry, and one book of 
silly essays about ridiculous merch 
table conversations. Beth formed 
the duo Stand and Sway with Ara 
Lee James, and their stunning de-
but album Deep Blue is forthcoming 
in October, 2019. Joy is the curren-
cy that runs through Beth’s work 
through story and song, and her 
sensitive, intuitive nature allows 
her to address both joy and sorrow 
in a way that resonates and moves 
audiences and readers. 

Beth’s work has expanded to 
include teaching and song coach-
ing as well as leading workshops at 

festivals, songwriting retreats and 
beyond. Beth believes that engage-
ment in the process of creation is as 
important as its outcome, and that 
there are no wrong notes. Beth is a 
winner of the prestigious Kerrville 
Folk Festival New Folk Award, and 
her poetry book Ladder to the Light 
was a finalist for the 2019 Oregon 
Book Awards Stafford/Hall Award 
for Poetry and is the winner of the 
2019 Oregon Book Award Peoples’ 
Choice Award.

  $15 at the door; reserve by 
calling 719-657-4757 or email 
wwshcv7@gmail.com.  Doors open 
at 6:30 and music will start around 
7pm.  We do a sweets or snacks 
potluck.  Bring your favorite treat 
to share with coffee and tea on the 
house.  Wildwood Sounds is located 
at 850 Grande Ave. in Del Norte, 
Co. on Hwy. 160.  A great listening 
room with perfect acoustics.

Wildwood Sounds presents Andreas Kapsalis’ 
10 finger tapping guitar style October 6

When Andreas Kapsalis be-
gan teaching himself to play gui-
tar at age 11, he was captivated by 
heavy metal band ACDC and other 
riff-oriented guitar bands.

His original music is also influ-
enced by a variety of ethnic folk tra-
ditions, flamenco, Americana, blues 
and rock and roll. But, what really 
stands out about Kapsalis’ music is 
his unique style of playing—using 
both hands on the fret board in a 
style reminiscent of a pianist.

After he cut a tendon in his 
left hand at the age of 11, Kapsa-
lis lost the ability to play guitar. He 
eventually regained the use of his 
hand, but during the time he was 
incapacitated, he trained himself 
to play the guitar using only his 
right hand. When he started to 
play again with both hands, Kapsa-
lis developed a unique technique he 
calls “10-finger tapping.”

“It’s a technique where you 
use both the hands on the fret 
board, kind of like a piano, so I can 
do a lot of different harmonies, a lot 
of different chords. I can play melo-
dy, bass and rhythm all at the same 
time, because I’m using all 10 fin-
gers of both hands, versus the typi-
cal style of playing where you form 
shapes with one hand and play that 

same shape with the other hand. 
You can do two shapes at once and 
play multiple things that way, it’s 
almost like you can sound like two 
or three guitar players . . . I can 
play percussion and drum beats 
with one hand and play melody and 
chords with the other hand.”

Kapsalis is 100% Greek-Amer-
ican. His grandparents immigrated 
to the United States from Greece. 
He grew up listening to Greek music 
and sometimes incorporates it into 
his own compositions. In a broader 
sense, Kapsalis says his ethnicity 
has influenced his approach to mu-
sic because it has made him more 
open to different styles of music. 
He combines music styles found 
around the world, choosing those 
that embody the emotional quality 
he is seeking to communicate.

Kapsalis just released a solo 
album this October with all original 
compositions. He thinks of his songs 
as stories, with the melody following 
a storyline, and for that reason he 
considers melody to be the most im-
portant element of his songs.

$20 at the door; reserve by 
calling 719-657-4757 or email 
wwshcv7@gmail.com.  Doors open 
at 6:30 and music will start around 
7pm.  

Alycia Chambers CPM, RM is a Certified 
Professional Midwife and Registered Mid-
wife who will be presenting at Shumei’s 
next Whole Loving Symposium Saturday, 
October 26 at 10am.

Beth Wood.  

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.shumeicrestone
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
mailto:wwshcv7@gmail.com
mailto:wwshcv7@gmail.com
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CrestoneArtists.com eighth annual 
Open Studio Tour Oct. 12-13

This October 12 and 13 Cres-
toneartists.com presents its eighth 
annual open studio tour with twen-
ty-one participating artists.  Fri-
day evening, October 11, everyone 
is invited to attend a free preview 
reception at the Crestone Charter 
School from 5 to 7.  Then the actual 
tour begins at noon both Saturday 
and Sunday and goes until 5 both 
days.  Brochures with maps may 
be picked up at various Crestone 
locations including the Artisans 
Gallery or on-line at www.cresto-
neartists.com.  

This year’s tour includes an 
array of visions and approaches.  
For those folks seeking beauty they 
can touch, wrap themselves in, 
walk across, walk through, hang or 
handle, Jeff Beard’s fine art figura-
tive sculptures and Gaudí-inspired 
studio, Pat Tullos’ glorious quilts, 
Kathy Strathearn’s sumptuous 
tapestry weavings, Adam Kinney’s 
exquisite hand-crafted wooden cre-
ations, Josefina Gordh’s luminous 
hand printed silks and Kimberlee 
Best’s stained glass designs all of-
fer a welcoming destination. For 

wit, whimsy and delight, the studi-
os of David Nelson, Al Sutherland 
and his late wife Julie, and Ste-
phen Futral are a must. 

For explorations in the art 
and science of color and its enor-
mous potential for mood, wisdom 
and narrative suggestion, the work 
of Jennifer Thomson and Jandi 
Namba will call.  

And you won’t want to miss 
the artists inspired by other cul-
tures, from the indigenous cultures 
that evoke the Native American 
images in the work of S.D. Young-
wolf and Estella de Colores to the 
skill and discipline of Chinese and 
Japanese painting that inform 
the graceful work of watercolorist 
Leigha Nicole. 

Nor will you want to miss the 
work of mixed media artist Allison 
Wonderland, painter Emmy Savage 
and photographer Peter Ismert who 
draw their inspiration directly from 
the natural world, from Allison’s 
sculptures and drawings crafted 
from native grasses and soils and 
resonant with nature’s spirit, to 
Emmy’s silent landscapes to Peter’s 

arresting images of the animals na-
tive to our Colorado geography.  

And finally, artists Noah 
Baen, Jane Kwan, Maureen Eich 
Van Walleghan, and Donald Calle-
dare will challenge you to partici-
pate in their subconscious imagery 
and imaginations.  

This is an amazing group of 
artists who enrich our community 
by their work and presence.  Come 
out and enjoy their hospitality and 
be inspired to see the world in new 
ways.   

Open Studio Tour artists hanging out on a sculptural stairway to the heavens at Jeff 
Beard’s artful house and studio.  photo by Lori Nagel 

Times and days are flexible. 
$50 for 2 hours includes materials.

FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS

Come try your hand at Japanese style 
calligraphic brushstroke WORKSHOPS

Contact Ish: 720.366.4488

STILL MOUNTAIN
    Classical Five-Element

ACUPUNCTURE
 Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
Treating the whole person~body, mind & spirit

719 - 256 - 4775

http://www.cresto-neartists.com
http://www.cresto-neartists.com
http://www.cresto-neartists.com


Page 10 • The Crestone Eagle • October, 2019 www.crestoneeagle.com

Crestone Artisans Gallery news
by Jim Moore
We in the gallery are excit-

ed to present our newest working 
member, Deborah (Deb) Crowley!  
Deb is a ceramicist who special-
izes in carved porcelain function-
al pieces, such as vases, bowls, 
cups.  Deb is always exploring 
new ideas, attends ceramic work-
shops and loves to experiment.  
So, who knows what creations we 
might get to view as time passes?

Deb moved here from the 
Colorado Springs area about 
one year ago.  Not one to let 
grass grow under her feet, she 
has made many friends and re-
ally gotten involved in the com-
munity.  Deb tells me her move 
here has been life-changing.  She 
loves the beauty here and the 
friendliness of our residents, and 
is excited about being part of our 
great gallery.

Lynn Drake, a well-known 
Crestone resident for 26 years, 
has in the past year been transi-
tioning into a new area of artistic 
endeavor.  We all know her as an 
accomplished ceramicist/potter; 
however, she is proving to be quite 
adept at working with glass—
mostly mosaics.  Her new work 
has been quite well received, as 
a goodly number of pieces have 
made their way into new homes, 
both here in the Crestone area 
and afar.  Lynn will be displaying 
her work, including a number of 
new pieces, on the “big gray wall” 
for the months of October and 

November.  Be sure and come in 
to see her new creations.

Holly Hosner had the lucky 
number and won the door prize, 
one of my raku pots, during our 
August 31 “Music and Move-
ment” gallery event.  

Our next gallery event will 
be Winterfest.  More about that 
in the November Eagle. 

The Village Pub teams up  
with Alpine Achievers Initiative  
to support youth

by Maddie Interdonato
Alpine Achievers Initiative 

and The Village Pub, Pizza & Spir-
its are teaming up to raise money 
to support the youth of Saguache 
and beyond. During October, you 
will have the option to add $1, $5 
or $10 to your Village Pub check to 
donate to Alpine Achievers Initia-
tive (AAI). 

Saguache is home to the Vil-
lage Pub and is where AAI origi-
nated. AAI began at Mountain Val-
ley School by a then-math teacher 
as an informal program to provide 
much needed mentorship and child-
care to the youth. Since then, it has 
gained non-profit status and has 
grown to support over 19 schools 
and organizations across southern 
Colorado, utilizing a small staff of 
5, 23 AmeriCorps members, and 
volunteers.

The Village Pub, Pizza & 
Spirits is owned and run by Am-
ber and Joel Johnson. Amber is 
the Special Education Director at 
Mountain Valley School and Joel is 
the football coach. It is important 
to them, living and being a part of 
Saguache in many ways, that they 
give back to organizations that are 
benefitting community members. 
Your donations will assist in these 
efforts to help youth of Saguache 
and beyond (and there is amazing 
food involved!) 

The Village Pub is known 
for their creative hand-tossed piz-
zas, lunch subs, and spectacular 
Cobblestone Cheesecakes (they go 
fast, so act quickly!) Open every 
Thursday-Sunday, 11am to 10pm. 
Mention AAI during your meal in 
order to donate to the organization! 
Happy eats!

Bowl and vases by Deb Crowley.

“Diamond Dust” glass mosaic by Lynn 
Drake.

Holly Hosner and Jim R. Moore.

Dine-In
Carry Out

401 4th Street
Saguache 

719-655-2088

Fri/Sat/Sun
11am-10pm

Check out our 
new & improved 

website !

W W W . C R E S T O N E E A G L E . C O M

NEW CONTENT 
BREAKING NEWS

UPDATED ARCHIVES
CLASSIFIEDS 

CALENDAR
 & MUCH MORE

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Join the fun! Trunk or Treat 
downtown on Halloween

Join us in downtown Crestone 
this Halloween for some fun for all 
ages. If you love being creative, en-
joy the delight in a child’s face or 
just like to play, please consider 
joining us on Thursday October 31 
starting at 5pm downtown. Please 
be ready for our littlest community 
members by 5:30pm. 

This is how it works: as part 
of the usual trick-or-treat scene 
you can decorate your car, dress 
up, or just keep it simple—park 
around town (spread out so the 
kids have to walk)—and as the 
kids go door-to-door they can also 
go car-to-car. Think outside of the 
box. If you have young kids and 
you want to walk with them, offer 
a friend some treats to hand out on 
your behalf. Decorate your car for a 
neighbor or just stand on the side-
walk with a bag of treats. Let’s fill 
those sidewalks with kids and kids 
at heart! The tailgating scene is a 
blast. Grab a friend and some cider 
and chat while you create memo-
ries. Fun, right? Let’s get creative! 

Look up “trunk or treat” for ideas.
Consider your elders too, 

please. If you have an elderly 
neighbor, consider offering to bring 
them down too so they can see the 
kids.  It could make their evening, 
sitting in a camp chair, soaking up 
the scene. 

Do you live in the town of Cres-
tone? Are you going to be accepting 
trick or treaters this year? Please 
consider placing something out-
side you house to make it obvious 
you’re accepting trick or treaters.  
Tell your friends and have them 
park on the road leading up to your 
house. 

And that’s not all! Keep an 
eye out around town, as some local 
businesses are planning on adding 
to the Halloween festivities and the 
Crestone Charter School usually 
hosts an event as well! 

Crestone, we are a creative 
community. Let’s flex our imagina-
tions to make this the best Hallow-
een yet!

See you Thursday, October 31!

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
Halloween dance at the Cloud

Neighbors Helping Neighbor (NHN), your local non-profit helping 
people in crisis in northeast Saguache County for over two decades, is 
very excited to be hosting a Halloween Dance fundraiser at the Cloud 
Station on Cottonwood Street in Crestone. This year we will be boogying 
to local favorites the Jah Kings from 7 to 11pm on Thursday October 31. 
Kofi has promised Jah Kings will take on the Monster Mash!

Costumes are optional but there will be a costume contest with 
prizes! Let you creative juices out of the box for this one. We will have 
full bar selling mixed drinks, beer, wine, mineral waters, and sodas.

Tickets are only $10 in advance and $20 at the door. Advance tick-
ets will be sold at the Cloud Station and Elephant Cloud Market from 
Saturday October 12 until October 30. Kids under twelve get in for free. 
NHN will have cookbooks and phone books for sale in the lobby. There 
will be chances sold for door prizes and other fun stuff.

My grandma always told us Halloween is when the veil is thin be-
tween the worlds . . . so come out and strut your stuff for a great cause! 
You never know who may show up.

The kids had a blast at last year’s Trunk-or-Treat event in downtown Crestone on 
Halloween night.                                                                                  photo by Lori Nagel

The adults in Crestone have a blast on Halloween night, too! This photo was taken at 
Kimberlite Arts Studio and Gallery, which is right in downtown Crestone (where the old 
museum used to be), and they plan on having another big Halloween celebration this 
year, too.                     photo by Lori Nagel

These skeletons ran around giving candy to all the trunk-or-treaters the Halloween of 
2017.                   photo by Lori Nagel

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

Emergencies Welcome❖
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges 
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Permanent Crowns

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Modern Technology 
Digital X-Rays

prepared and delivered in one appointment

MAITRI MASSAGE
Awareness Based Massage Therapy

ANNE ROSS, LMT
INCORPORATING DEEP TISSUE, THERAPEUTIC & ACUPRESSURE TECHNIQUES

719-588-8727 anneross1@icloud.com

mailto:anneross1@icloud.com
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Crestone Performances puts 
‘Best Foot Foward’

by Tom Dessain
Crestone Performance’s Youth 

Enrichment Program (YEP) has 
begun its 18th year working with 
schools throughout the San Luis 
Valley and Chaffee County.  So far 
we have produced 231 assemblies 
in schools featuring 47 different 
presenters. We are currently spon-
soring the Creede Repertory Thea-
tre in all Saguache County schools. 
They already performed for Center 
schools September 5 and will be 
at Mountain Valley School in Sa-
guache October 8 and Moffat Octo-
ber 28 for two shows and then the 
Crestone Charter School Novem-
ber 14. They are presenting a short 
play called Best Foot Forward. This 
is an original, bilingual musical 
that exposes students to a varie-
ty of music and dance styles, pro-
motes appreciation of differences 
and reinforces positive behavioral 
patterns. This will be our second 
year to sponsor the Creede Reper-
tory Theatre in schools. 

We are also working on book-
ing a very exciting music and dance 
group from Colorado Springs that 
perform Capoeira from Brazil. Ca-
poeira is a unique form of martial 
arts, dance, acrobatics, and live 
music. The story goes that slaves 
in Brazil were inventing, learning 
and practicing how to fight to free 
themselves but when the slave 
owners would come around, the 
pitch of the music would change 
and the fighting would turn into 
simulated drunken dancing. Amaz-
ingly enough, this form of dance 
actually became what we know to-
day as break dancing.  This will be 
quite the experience for our youth 
and we are excited to bring it to 
them. Stay tuned!

What else? We assisted The 
Saguache Fall Festival with elec-
trical supplies and the construction 

of their stage. What else? We have 
written a grant to bring back our 
Carnival to Saguache schools and 
have booked Moffat for October 
15. The Carnival is held as a fun 
fundraiser and last year we raised 
over $2,500 which went directly to 
the schools. What else? Our schol-
arship program is swinging into 
action with the beginning of school. 
We award scholarships from $10 
to $200 and all Saguache County 
school students are eligible. 

Our continued success is 
made possible through individual 
donations, our sponsors and grants 
from Saguache County and Colora-
do Creative Industries. Our spon-
sors are The Crestone Eagle, Orient 
Land Trust, Joyful Journey Hot 
Springs, Manitou Institute, the 
Sand Dunes Swimming Pool, San 
Luis Valley Federal Savings and 
Loan, and Sangre de Cristo Real 
Estate. From Salida we have First 
Street Flooring, Amicas Pizza and 
the Heart of the Rockies Medical 
Center. 

If you would like more infor-
mation or would like to contribute 
to our efforts, please go our web-
site, crestfest.org and/or give us a 
call at 719-256-4533. Our address 
is PO Box 6, Crestone, CO 81131. 
CPI is a 501(c)3 community service 
organization. Thanks for your time 
and stay tuned! All donations are 
tax deductible.

Creede Repertory Theatre puts their Best Foot Forward. 

719-256-4533

www.crestfest.org crestfest@crestfest.org

YEP
YOUTH 

ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM

Fall 2019 YEP Events

Thank you to our AMAZING Sponsors!

Carnival - October 15...Moffat Schools

Center.....September 5th
Mountain Valley ..... October 8th

Moffat...... October 28th
Crestone Charter....... November 14th

Manitou
Foundation

Supported by CPI
2019 Community Events

Creede Repertory Theatre's

"BEST FOOT FORWARD" Crestone Energry Fair - Aug. 16-18
Saguache Pow Wow - Sept. 7th
Saguache Fall Festival - Sept. 21

CAPOEIRA coming soon!

Plans underway for the most 
festive Winterfest ever!

by Desiree Marceau
This year Winterfest will be 

held Thanksgiving weekend No-
vember 30 and December 1. Kickoff 
will begin Friday night November 
29 with our first annual Parade 
of Lights. The route will be a bit 
shorter than our 4th of July pa-
rade and the community is invited 
to participate by decorating your 
vehicles with lights or walking in 
the parade in holiday-themed cos-
tumes with holiday lights. The pa-
rade will end at Bob’s with the tra-
ditional lighting of the tree there. 

The entire town will be made 
festive this year with multiple lit 
and decorated Christmas trees and 
additional lights and decorations in 
Little Pearl Park. 

Saturday will be the start of 
the annual craft and art fair fea-
turing a variety of local artists 
selling handmade goods perfect 
for gift-giving! This event will be 
held at the Charter School. There 
will be delicious food and pastries 
on hand with Gracie’s Farmstead. 
Saturday night will feature a pro-
gressive dinner to benefit Pet Part-
ners, starting with appetizers at 
the Charter School, an main course 
item at Bob’s, then the art gallery 
for dessert.

The arts and crafts fair con-
tinues on Sunday at the Charter 
School. There will be hayrides 
and visits with Santa both days 
for the kids.

The crowning end to the 
event will be a spectacular live ice 
carving event in Little Pearl Park 
Sunday afternoon. If you have 
ever attended the Frio Festival 
in Alamosa you are familiar with 
the beautiful lit ice carvings and 
the fire tower encased in ice. We 
are attempting to hire the same 
company to come and decorate our 
town with their work! To that end 
we have launched a Go Fund Me 
campaign. Each lit sculpture costs 
about $450 and we hope to raise 
funds for 5 sculptures. Please 
visit www.gofundme.com/winter-
fest-festivities   to donate to the 
campaign. Raising funds from the 
community is the only way we 
will be able to hold that event and 
think it would be highly enjoyed 
by our community and any visitors 
in town for the Thanksgiving hol-
iday! 

We will be sending out ven-
dor applications for the arts and 
crafts fair soon. If you are not on 
our list please email matifuller@
gmail.com. There are 24 spots 
available and we already have 
over 120 vendors on our list so be 
sure to sign up early! We are also 
seeking business sponsors. If you 
are interested in being a sponsor 
please email your interest to the 
same email address.

We’re looking forward to the 
best Winterfest ever and hope to 
see you there!

11 127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219 
LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 
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WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE 
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127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219 
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE 

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 
AmicasSalida,com 

HAPPY HOUR 

3:30 - 5:30

Cat & Exotic Animal Care 
Shoshannah 719.480.3257

Dog Care 
Kelly 719.580.0003

 
Biodynamic

Craniosacral Therapy

Amulya DAWN Beechwood
RCST®, LMT, CEIM

  

illuminatedtherapies.com
relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

719-256-4743
   

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestfest.org
mailto:crestfest@crestfest.org
http://www.gofundme.com/winter-fest-festivities
http://www.gofundme.com/winter-fest-festivities
http://www.gofundme.com/winter-fest-festivities
mailto:relax@illuminatedtherapies.com
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Oct. 5: Death Café
Join us Saturday, Oct. 5 from 

2 to 4pm at the Desert Sage Res-
taurant for this free event, open to 
everyone and beginning promptly at 
2. Over tea and cookies with friends, 
neighbors, and strangers, we’ll have 
the rare chance to share thoughts 
on any aspect of death on our minds 
and in our hearts. Each table will 
be gently guided by a moderator to 
allow everyone the chance to par-
ticipate. “This is an opportunity for 
intimate conversation in a warm 
and inviting setting—no agenda, no 
philosophy, and no pre-determined 
outcome,” says CEOLP founder 
Stephanie Gaines. To register or 
for more information, call 719-588-
7415. Visit www.deathcafe.com for 
more on the international Death 
Café movement.

Oct. 12: LeaveLight 
Intro & Threshold 
Singers Song Bath

A double treat, beginning 
at 3pm at Shumei (in the round 
room). Marcella Friel will pres-
ent a free brief introduction to the 
well-received LeaveLight work-
shop, which CEOLP/IFC will once 
again sponsor this winter. With 
the tagline, “Rest in Peace Before 
You Die,” LeaveLight is a “journey 
through holistic end-of-life plan-
ning,” Marcella says. It addresses 
the nuts and bolts of end-of-life 
care, including wills and advance 
directives, but also provides a sup-
portive group space to reflect on 
your life journey, tie up unfinished 
emotional business with others, 
and plan the details of your depar-
ture from this earth so that loved 
ones can navigate your transition 
with ease. Appropriate for any age. 
Refreshments served.

Stay following Marcella’s 
presentation for a very special 
event, a “song bath” sampling of 
the gifts of the Crestone Thresh-
old Singers. This is a small group 
of local women available to sing at 
the bedsides of those who are dy-
ing, and who have sung at open-air 

cremations. The group is a local 
chapter of the Threshold Choir, 
a non-profit national and inter-
national organization. With soft, 
unaccompanied voices blending in 
exquisite harmony or in unison, 
they sing simple, soothing, non-re-
ligious songs, almost all of which 
have been written specifically for 
this type of occasion by Threshold 
Choir members from around the 
country. The organization’s motto 
is “kindness made audible.”

Oct. 19: Art to 
Contemplate 
Mortality Workshop

Here is another opportuni-
ty to gently open yourself to the 
transformational power of facing 
our shared human reality. Satur-
day, Oct. 19, 9am to 4:30pm, with 
location information when you sign 
up. $50 fee includes materials and 
refreshments. Led by artist and 
death midwife Allison Wonderland 
and somatic/art therapist Judith 
Oakland, with artist and art edu-
cator Noah Baen. This hands-on 
workshop intersperses periods of 
meditative quiet and reflection 
with immersive, even playful forms 
of art expression. Intentionally 
approachable and inspiring art 
materials, and simple techniques 
with tissue paper, and Soul Col-
lage will be easy, even fun for any-
one. No art experience is required. 
“We’ll use the senses to get beyond 
mental thoughts and concepts and 
engage heart and spirit in an ex-
ploration of personal questions as 
we sink deeply into the emotion-
al and spiritual levels, and the 
unknown,” Noah says. Limited 
space; limited scholarship support 
is available. Contact Noah to reg-
ister: noahbaen@yahoo.com, 917-
392-6962

Oct. 26: Film 
screenings

Alternate Endings: Six New 
Ways To Die In America, and Fu-
neral Pyre. If you missed these two 

recently released HBO films, here’s 
a chance to view them for free, with 
discussion to follow. Starting at 
3pm at Colorado College. 

Alternate Endings, directed 
and produced by Perri Peltz and 
Matthew O’Neill, offers a fasci-
nating look at the varied ways 
Americans are choosing to both 
find meaning and celebrate life 
as it comes to an end. As the baby 
boomer generation approaches 
death, more people are rethink-
ing the ways end of life is recog-
nized, and are deciding to take 
control of what will happen when 
they die. Touching and heartfelt, 
the documentary spotlights a 
subject some might rather avoid, 
and presents it in a positive and 
thought-provoking manner, fea-
turing stories of empowerment 
instead of avoidance. 

Funeral Pyre is a short 
film based on the end of life and 
CEOLP-facilitated cremation 
of beloved Crestone community 
member Aliyah Alexander. Poign-
ant and beautifully produced.

Nov. 2: CEOLP 
registration party

Saturday, Nov. 2, 10am to 1pm 
in the Town Hall meeting room on 
Alder Street (look for the banner). 
CEOLP can only serve those who 
are registered at the time of death, 
and this is the easiest and most 
enjoyable way to register. Regis-
tration packets and light refresh-
ments will be available and vol-
unteers will be on hand to answer 
questions and guide you through 
the process. Whether you’ve only 
thought about it or started filling 
out registration papers and hav-
en’t finished, here’s your chance. 
Also at the ready: a copy machine 
and notary public, allowing you to 
complete the CEOLP registration 
paperwork in one sitting. A $10 
donation is requested for printing/
handling, and a $5 charge is paid 
directly to the notary public for 
each of the 3 pages that require no-
tarization (4 pages for those living 
outside the immediate Crestone/
Baca area). See you there!

Crestone End of Life Project & 
Informed Final Choices present October public events 

Something is changing around the world these days when it comes to death. People are increasingly hungry for the sense of deep meaning, commu-
nity, grieving/celebration, and connection with others and ourselves that humans for countless centuries experienced through the death and disposition 
of loved ones. That experience often included the deceased lying in state at home and a sense of realness in hand-digging a grave or through other family 
and community-centered forms of disposition, ceremony, and ritual.

Over the past few decades, the modern funeral industry has moved in the direction of more impersonality, less  service. Too often a loved one’s 
body is whisked away and the reality of death is masked through mortuary practices that cost enormous sums. Today the deep human need to return 
to meaning and connection at the end of life is reflected in films, newspaper and magazine articles, the growth of hospice, death doula training, and 
much more openness to look at a subject that for so long has been swept under the rug. Some morticians and others in the industry are beginning to 
adopt a more holistic approach.

Here in Crestone we are blessed to have the Crestone End of Life Project (CEOLP), an all-volunteer organization that for registered Saguache 
County residents facilitates the only non-denominational open-air cremation site in the country. Each fall CEOLP and its educational outreach branch, 
Informed Final Choices (IFC), offer opportunities for conversation and inner reflection—as well as for practical planning—through a series of local 
public events. For more on CEOLP and IFC, visit informedfinalchoices.org

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, October 9th, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall  
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238 ,  Cre stone ,  CO 81131
www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

“Life is for the living.  Death is for the dead. Let life be like music.  
And death a note unsaid.” ---Langston Hughes

Participants doing soul collage, which is led by Judith Oakland, part of the CEOLP/IFC-
sponsored Art to Contemplate Mortality workshop.

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

http://www.deathcafe.com
mailto:noahbaen@yahoo.com
http://www.informedfinalchoices.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
mailto:jenna@mazzuccalaw.com
http://www.mazzuccalaw.com
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Refuge Friends meet in 
Monte Oct. 2

The Friends of the San Luis 
Valley National Wildlife Refuges 
will hold their regular monthly 
meeting on Wednesday, October 2 
at 7pm at the Carnegie Public Li-
brary in Monte Vista.  All members 
and the public are invited to attend.  
For more information, please con-
tact Tim Armstrong at 852-2452. 

HAPS

Plan for the 20th annual 
pre–Thanksgiving Potluck

Do you remember the won-
derful, warm, community feeling 
of last year’s pre-Thanksgiving 
Potluck? On Sunday, November 24, 
from 12:30-5:30pm at the Crestone 
Charter School, Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors will again set the tables 
for their 20th annual community 
event.

Volunteers are needed to 
buy and cook a turkey or donate 
a turkey for someone else to cook. 
We will need 30 turkeys this year. 
Volunteers are also needed to help 
with set up and decorating on Sat-
urday and serving and clean up on 
Sunday. Bring a potluck dish that 
will serve at least 10 people (this 
is a hungry crowd). Some sugges-
tions are: cranberry dishes, salads, 
vegetables, lots of different potato 
dishes, especially mashed potatoes. 
Other creative family favorite side 
dishes, bread, desserts, pies, cakes, 
cookies; apple sauce, apple cider, 
and other drinks are also wel-
comed.

Coffee, teas, sugar and cream 
will be provided. You are asked to 
bring your own plates and eating 
utensils. Donations of money are 
also needed to purchase additional 
food items

Call Judie Rose at 256-5110 
with questions or to volunteer.

Transforming our lives with 
the power of sound

The ancient world knew and 
experienced the power of sound 
in their everyday life; it was their 
way of life. Our scientists are dis-
covering that the ancient world 
was far more advanced than ever 
imagined, in many ways more ad-
vanced than we are today through 
their use of sound. 

Today sound therapy uses 
tuning forks, which are akin to 
dowsing rods, moving throughout 
the fluids or waterways in the body. 
Since the body is 80% water the 
tuning forks have an easier job of 
seeking the waterways. The acu-
puncture points along these water-
ways open and close with vibration 
releasing the powerful energy of 
the meridian stream. 

Experience the vibrations of 
sound for yourself at a presenta-
tion with demonstration by Pame-
la Hughes Oct. 3 from 6:30-8pm at 
Joyful Journey Hot Springs Spa, 
719-256-4328. Contact Pam@harp-
songinternational.com or 720-245-
7317.

Health Care Co-op hosts 
Benefit Boogie Oct. 5

The new Health Care Co-op 
featured in a September Eagle ar-
ticle will be hosting a benefit dance 
on October 5 from 7-11pm at the 
Cloud Station on Cottonwood St. 
in Crestone to help this non-prof-
it, dedicated to the physical and 
mental health of Saguache County 
get up and running. DJs Miranda 
and Jay will be spinning incredi-
bly danceable musical selections. 
Admission will be $5 in advance 
and $10 at the door. Tickets can be 
purchased in advance from the Ele-
phant Cloud Market and the Cloud 
Station in Crestone. Beer, wine, so-
das, waters and snacks will be sold 
at the event.

 Information about this new 
not-for-profit venture which will 
provide both quality health care 
services and job opportunities for 
the county will be available. From 
4-6pm a presentation and ques-
tion-and-answer session about the 
Health Care Co-op will be held at 
the Cloud Station. Services avail-
able and who will provide these 
services will be explained. How 
services will be paid for will also be 
covered.  Come downtown to find 
out more and have your questions 
answered about the new health 
care option, and then stay to dance.

Nonviolent Communication
Nonviolent Communication, 

Compassion & Mindfulness train-
ing classes will be offered again by 
Paul Shippee starting in mid-Oc-
tober. We will explore personal 
themes of anger, fear, anxiety, de-
pression and shame that keep us in 
the shadows of blame and self-judg-
ment.

The emphasis will be on per-
sonal experience & group sharing 
based upon communication tech-
niques and self-compassion models 
learned from my teacher Marshall 
Rosenberg, PhD. If you think of life 
as a learning process, these meth-
ods and explorations will breathe 
new life and living energy into all 
your relations.

Living the psychological truth 
and emotional honesty about feel-
ings and needs will bring freedom, 
confidence, joy and natural com-
passion out of their hiding places. 
Dealing directly with difficult emo-
tions is a time-honored path toward 
making secure, warm and loving 
connections with oneself and with 
others. For more details call 719-
588-5521 or info@paulshippee.com. 

The Crestone Songbirds sang at the Teyuna art auction.                  photo by Kate Steichen

www.RadiantFlow.co

RadiantFlow Yoga 

Mondays 10am

Little Shepherd Hall
Crestone 

Corner of Alder & Carbonate

Cynthia Nielsen LMT

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

A Teyuna Mamo telling a story of the ants to the gathering at the Teyuna art auction, 
and encouraging a collective collaboration with joint purpose, using ants as an example. 
Held at the Crestone Charter School on Sept. 11.                             photo by Lori Nagel

The Teyunas with the organizers of the art auction standing behind them.  
 photo by Lori Nagel 
                                                                     

The Crestone Eagle will design your 
banner ad for FREE!

Email us today at ads@crestoneeagle.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:Pam@harp-songinternational.com
mailto:Pam@harp-songinternational.com
mailto:Pam@harp-songinternational.com
mailto:info@paulshippee.com
http://www.RadiantFlow.co
mailto:ads@crestoneeagle.com


The Crestone Eagle • October, 2019 • Page 15 

Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 

7-8am, 256-4108, www.babajiashram.org.
• Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by 

7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5248
• Tours, gallery & Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 256-

5284
• Open meditation & prayers 9-10am in Vajra 

Vidya Retreat Center Shrine Room. All are wel-
come. 256-5539. www.vajravidya.com

• Tours, Temple & Gift Shop - Haidakhandi Univer-
sal Ashram, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, 
www.babajiashram.org.

• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
6-7pm. Chanting in Sanskirt and Hindi. All are 
welcome. 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, 
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Sunday mass at Nada Hermitage 9-10am
• Sunday Service Crestone Baptist Church, 10am-

noon
• AA meeting (open, discussion), Crestone Town 

Hall, Alder St. north of Galena Ave, 7pm
• Drop in Meditation at Choying Dzong (Sitting and 

Walking), 2281 Happy Day OL, 10am - 1pm
Monday
• Al-Anon meeting, Little Shepherd Church, Alder 

St. north of Galena Ave., 1pm
Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti 

Sharanam, 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktishara-
nam.com, 256-5668

• NA meeting (open), Little Shepherd Church, Al-
der St. north of Galena Ave., 7:30pm

Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinments, Shakti Sha-

ranam, 8:30- 10am by donation, shaktishara-
nam.com, 256-5668

Thursday
• AA meeting (open, Book Study) Crestone Baptist 

Church, Rd. T west of the kiosk, noon
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti 

Sharanam, 5pm-6:45pm, by donation, shaktis-
haranam.com, 256-5668

Saturday
• NA meeting (open, Step Study), Little Shepherd 

Church, Alder St. north of Galena Ave., 9am
• Feel Free Ministries free meal, noon-4pm, Little 

Shepherd Community Center

Community Calendar—October 2019 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

1 October
• Stories for Little Ones - Baca Library 11am
• Fall Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) - Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram
• Rare AIR: ‚”Crossover” - Adams State University 

5-7pm
• Care ‘n’ Share - Crestone Town Park 10am-noon
• Film: On the Basis of Sex - ASU Theatre Bldg 

7pm
2 October
• Fall Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) - Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram
• Musical Showcase featuring Chiho Sugo per-

forming the Weber Concertino - ASU 4pm
• Art Faculty Lecture w/ Koshi Hayashi, sculptor - 

ASU 5pm
• Friends of SLV Refuges meet - Carnegie Public 

Library, Monte Vista 7pm
• Free Spaghetti Dinner - Moffat school 5pm
3 October
• Fall Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) - Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram
• Senior Food Boxes 503 3rd St. Saguache 

10:30am-noon, 655-2537
• Vibrations of Sound - Joyful Journey Hot Springs 

6:30-8pm
4 October
• Circles of Wonder - Baca Library 1-1:45pm
• Fall Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) - Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram
5 October
• Fall Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) - Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram
• Heath Care Coop question-and-answer Cloud 

Station 4-6pm
• Heath Care Coop Benefit Boogie, Cloud Station 

7-11pm
• Death Cafe - Desert Sage 2-4pm
6 October
• Guided Meditation - Chamma Ling Retreat Cen-

ter 2-3:30pm
• Children’s Day at the Ashram - Haidakhandi Uni-

versal Ashram 11am-12:30pm
• Fall Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) - Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram
• Monthly Sampai at Shumei International Institute 

10am-noon
7 October
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Meeting 

- Alder Meeting Room 5-7pm
• Fall Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) - Haida-

khandi Universal Ashram

8 October
• Stories for Little Ones - Baca Library 11am
• Yom Kippur Evening Services - 4242 Serene 

Way 7pm
• Guru Rinpoche Tsok - Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist 

Temple (Choying Dzong) 8pm
9 October
• Yom Kippur Morning Services - 4242 Serene 

Way 11am
• Concluding Yom Kippur Services - 4242 Serene 

Way 4pm
• CEOLP/IFC monthly meeting - Little Shepherd 

Fellowship Hall 7-9pm
• Fire Prevention & Readiness meeting - POA 

meeting room 6-7pm
10 October
• Rumi Study Circle. All welcome. - Golden Light 

Sufi Circle 4-6pm
• Senior Food Boxes & USDA Commodity Foods - 

KV Clubhouse 10:30am-noon, 655-2537
• Senior Food Boxes & USDA Commodity Foods - 

Crestone Town Hall 1:30-3pm
11 October
• Circles of Wonder - Baca Library 1-1:45pm
• Crestoneartists.com Tour Preview - Crestone 

Charter School 5-7pm
12 October
• Crestoneartists.com Open Studio Tour noon-5pm
• LeaveLight Intro & Threshold Singers - Shumei 

Center 3pm
13 October
• Full moon  
• Full Moon Riwo Sangche - Yeshe Khorlo Bud-

dhist Temple (Choying Dzong) 10-11am
• Full Moon Fire Ceremony followed by a meal - 

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-noon
• Crestoneartists.com Open Studio Tour noon-5pm
14 October
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Meeting - 

Alder Meeting Room 9:30am-5pm
15 October
• Stories for Little Ones - Baca Library 11am
• Intro to Nonviolent Communication - 4-6pm
17 October
•  USDA Commodity Foods, 503 3rd St. Saguache 

10:30am-noon, 655-2537
18 October

• Circles of Wonder - Baca Library 1-1:45pm
19 October
• Art to Contemplate Mortality Workshop - 917-

392-6962 9am-4:30pm

22 October
• Stories for Little Ones - Baca Library 11am
23 October
• Dakini Tsok - Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist Temple 

(Choying Dzong) 6:00 PM-8:00 PM
24 October
• Sufi Dhikr. All welcome! - Golden Light Sufi Cir-

cle 4-5:30pm 719-588-8602
25 October
• Circles of Wonder - Baca Library 1-1:45pm
26 October
• Crestone Food Bank 10am-noon
• Whole Living Symposium w/Alycia Chambers  

Shumei 10-11am
• CEOLP Film Screenings, Colorado College, 3pm
27 October
• New moon 
• New Moon Fire Ceremony followed by meal, 

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-noon
• Diwali (Festival of Lights) - Haidakhandi Univer-

sal Ashram 6-8pm 
28 October
• New Moon Riwo Sangcho - Yeshe Khorlo Bud-

dhist Temple (Choying Dzong) 10-11am
29 October
• SLVREC Board meeting - SLVREC headquar-

ters, Monte Vista 9:30am
31 October
• Trunk or Treat - Town of Crestone 5-8pm
• NHN Halloween dance, Cloud Station 7-11pm
2 November
• CEOLP registration party - Town Hall Meeting 

Room 10am-1pm
3 November
• Guided Meditation - Chamma Ling Retreat Cen-

ter 2-3:30pm
6 November
• Guru Rinpoche Tsok - Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist 

Temple (Choying Dzong) 6-8pm
11 November
• Public Hearing on Medical Marijuana - Saguache 

County Courthouse 9-4pm
12 November
• Full Moon Riwo Sangcho - Yeshe Khorlo Bud-

dhist Temple (Choying Dzong) 10-11am
• Saguache County Tax Lien Sale 
13 November
• Saguache County Tax Lien Sale
14 November
• Saguache County Tax Lien Sale

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on� THANKS!

When you’re done, please turn the online 
classifieds plugin back on. THANKS!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.vajravidya.com
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
mailto:events@crestoneeagle.com
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Vickie Helm
For me, I think every act of 

kindness that’s done authentical-
ly without expectation of a kind-
ness back, just being authentically 
kind, has a level of resonance to 
it that anyone’s heart or anyone’s 
soul can feel, and automatically 
you become. For example, when 
you’re kind to an animal, because 
they can’t even speak, but when 
you’re kind to your animal, or if 
your animal is cuddly and wants 
to be kind with you, and no matter 
what you’re doing that animal can 
get that level of “Hey, it’s time to 
cuddle and love each other or pet 
each other or play with each other, 
etc.” That unspoken kindness has 
a resonance where you stop and 
you go, “Awww . . .” And all kind-
ness, all kinds of authentic kind-
ness, is filled with love. There’s an 
undertone of love and everybody 
responds to authentic love. That’s 
how you heal the world. Authentic 
kindness breeds authentic peace 
and authentic love effortlessly. You 
don’t have to do anything but be it 
and it’ll do something. 

Tina Dibble Foy
In so many ways, we real-

ly can’t count them. There are a 
lot of moments in life where we 
might meet someone and make an 
assumption based on that encoun-
ter where we don’t feel welcome or 
we don’t feel accepted. But most 

often if we just take the time to 
break that bubble and reach out 
in one way or another, whether it’s 
through a gift or a favor or helping 
someone out when they’re incapa-
ble of helping themselves, then we 
find that the string of kindnesses 
can continue. It reminds me of a 
story of when my daughter was in 
elementary school. There were a 
few kids in her class she didn’t feel 
close to.  One of them turned out to 
be a girl with a hearing disability 
who she became friends with when 
she reached out to the girl with a 
little bag of stickers and pencil 
erasers and other little favors I’d 
given her to take to school, just to 
give to those kids who didn’t seem 
like they had any friends or who 
seemed lonely or sad. Once she 
reached out with those little kind-
nesses, she opened up a whole new 
world of friends. 

Amir Hess
This reminds me of a story 

at the Drift Inn on the Arkansas 
River. I was working as a short or-
der cook in a food cart. It was the 
first day of our liquor license and 
these fishermen there drank pret-
ty heavily for a while. I was very 
busy when a rude woman came and 
started yelling out her order for the 
11 people joining her. I told her I 
wasn’t ready to take her order and 
I’ll be with her in a minute. She just 
quite insisted on getting my atten-
tion right then and there to put her 
order in. Later, when the fisherman 
paid his bill, he told me to put her 
bill on his credit card. I knew he’d 
been drinking, so I confirmed he re-
ally wanted to pay their expensive 
12-person bill. He didn’t care what 
the bill was, he wanted to pay it. 
He gave me generous tips on both 
bills and asked me not to say any-
thing until he left in his boat. I told 
the people this gentleman had paid 
their entire bill, and at that mo-
ment, I got to witness something 
really magical happen. Everybody 
was so blown away that this man 
had done something so kind for 
no reason, they all started talking 

about how they also want to be kind 
and pay it forward.  Even the wom-
an who was quite rude at the cash 
register said, “This is exactly how I 
want to be in my life, how that man 
is.” It was really quite beautiful to 
witness so many people all at one 
time transform because of this one 
man’s actions. It made me start to 
think about how kindness really is 
contagious and everybody can par-
ticipate very easily because it’s just 
something that is natural within 
us as humans, to be able to give to 
one another and to be able to touch 
one another’s lives.  

Kiara Perkins
When you do something kind 

for someone, it fills their heart 
and makes them want to do nice 
things for others. That energy is 
much needed in the world today. 
Kindness is filled with love, com-
passion and understanding.  It’s 
essential to keep it expanding 
continually so the whole world 
will be filled with love. 

The Pay It Forward movie 
is actually a true story.  The au-
thor received wisdom from the 
Universe and wrote the story ac-
curately. Archangel Raphael want-
ed to try an experiment to see if 
that technique would help raise 
the consciousness of mankind in 
the 4th Golden Age. They sent a 
cherubim angel to create the story 
of that little boy who brought forth 
the idea when the teacher asked 
his students to change the world. 
I remember the first time I heard 
the Pay it Forward concept. I had 
breakfast at this small town café 
where I overheard my waitress 
on the phone. “I’m about to have 
a baby, my car isn’t working, and 
I don’t have the money to fix it.” 
I left a $100 tip.  She thought I 
meant to leave $10, and she came 
screaming after me, waving the 
$100 in the air. “Lady, lady, lady! 
You made a mistake!” I said, “No  
mistake. It’s my gift to you.” She 
broke into tears, saying, “I will 
pay it forward.” That’s the first 
time I’d ever heard that. When I 
drove off, I thought, “I love it.” 

Following that experience, I 
wrote articles about it and talked 
about it and I had an idea: Do a 
kind act for 3 people and ask each 
of them to do a kind act for 3 more 
people and instead of doing a pay 
back to you, they pay forward. This 
increases exponentially the mag-
ic of kindness. It can be spiritual, 

mental, emotional, physical or fi-
nancial. This is magic in action, and 
you’ll feel an emotion of excitement 
and joy. And kindness doesn’t cost 
any money! It can. When I helped 
her, I knew she needed it and I 
had it. I’d been travelling, so I was 
carrying adequate money around. 
Although, I drove off and thought, 
“Boy, I hope I have enough money 
for gas now!” (laughing) I remem-
ber thinking, “Whoo! I hope I make 
it. I hope it’ll be all right.” It was.  

Matthew Nava
Kindness, just like everything 

else, is contagious. Kindness is 
spread when we do kind things for 
people.  They feel it in their heart 
and then want to do kind things 
for other people, leading into ran-
dom acts of kindness. If we all 
think of how we can do the next 
kind thing for somebody, that’s the 
most beautiful role we can have. I 
love hanging around children be-
cause I feel children often do kind 
things for each other without ex-
pecting something back. I learn a 
lot by watching them, and I point 
it out to them because I want 
them to know how important it is 
to be kind. It’s really the most im-
portant virtue to me. When I die, 
that’s the one thing I’d like people 
to say about me, is that I was a 
kind man. My grandpa was always 
so kind and taught me how to be 
kind, and I was like, “Oh my gosh, 
it feels so good when I’m around 
my grandpa.”  I also learned from 
my mom to share my kindness 
wherever I can. 

I learn so much from Kid 
President. He says, “Good spreads 
when good is spread.” That’s why 
I say, “Kindness spreads when 
kindness is spread.” It’s not just 
thoughts. It’s actions put behind 
our thoughts for people. I learned 
as an adult, as I was trying to get 
better myself, kindness can be as 
simple as smiling at somebody or 
making eye contact, because those 
aren’t the easiest things to do but 
it brings connection. You’re not 
always going to get a smile or eye 
contact back because we’re all in 
different places, but as long as I’m 
putting out my kindness vibe, I 
feel I’m doing my part.

If you have feedback or sugges-
tions for future topics, please email 
peacelorilove@gmail.com.  In ad-
dition to being the Staff Photogra-
pher for The Crestone Eagle since 
2012, Lori Nagel is a freelance pho-
tographer, graphic designer & web 
designer.  www.sunflowerstudios.
us.com.

How is kindness contagious?

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
http://www.sunflowerstudios
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Pema Chödrön Foundation grants 
property deed to Pema Chöling 
monastic center

by Lilly Greenblatt
Reprinted from Lion’s Roar 

www.lionsroar.com
The Pema Chödrön Founda-

tion (PCF) has granted the deed 
to the residential property that 
they purchased for Pema Chöling, 
a nuns’ hermitage and monastic 
center in Crestone, to the commu-
nity that resides there.

In October 2015, PCF pur-
chased the property for what was 
then called the Sahaloka Monas-
tic community, headed by Ven. 
Thubten Saldon. The center, which 
was later renamed Pema Chöling 
by Thrangu Rinpoche, houses a few 
resident nuns at a time and serves 
as a gathering place for visiting 
monastics, rituals, and an annual 
Yarney retreat.

The foundation granted the 
property to Pema Chöling in July 
“in recognition of the maturation 
and stability of Pema Chöling’s 
organizational structure.” Pema 
Chöling held a Benefactors Tea on 
August 20, where they formally an-
nounced the grant. Pema Chödron, 
the guest of honor at the tea, gave 
a short talk and shared her appre-
ciation of those who continue the 
monastic tradition.

The center operates in a 
three-bedroom home and plans to 
construct a yurt shrine room in 

2020 to accommodate the growing 
community.

“The Pema Chöling board 
wishes to express its deep grati-
tude for such unstinting generosity 
and trust on the part of the Pema 
Chödrön Foundation, with the 
pledge to be conscientious stewards 
of this rare monastic environment,” 
the center wrote on its website.

Foundations & nonprofits 
convene at San Luis Valley Rural 
Philanthropy Days in Del Norte

From September 17 to 19, 
close to 250 nonprofit profession-
als, grantmakers, community lead-
ers, distinguished speakers, and 
elected officials united in Del Norte 
to exchange knowledge and expand 
professional networks 
at the San Luis Valley 
Rural Philanthropy 
Days conference. 

Rural Philanthro-
py Days (RPD) is a 
statewide program that 
promotes excellence in 
Colorado’s rural com-
munities by providing 
nonprofit leaders access 
to resources they need 
to make a stronger im-
pact. For over 28 years, 
local communities have 
worked together to co-
ordinate RPD in part-
nership with Commu-
nity Resource Center, 
Anschutz Family Foun-
dation, and other state-
wide grantmakers. RPD 
builds opportunities for 
important community 
projects within the San 
Luis Valley and across 
the state by strengthen-
ing regional relationships, building 
the skills of the region’s nonprofits, 
and connecting local organizations 
with grantmaking organizations. 
The conference comes to the San 
Luis Valley every four years. Local 
organizations from Saguache, Min-
eral, Rio Grande, Alamosa, Cone-
jos, and Costilla counties all partic-
ipated in the event.

Meeting the needs of rural 
Colorado communities is what 
RPD is all about. This year we were 
lucky to have over 60 grantmaking 
representatives, as well as a vari-
ety of community leaders, distin-
guished speakers and state and 
local officials join us in Del Norte 
for the San Luis Valley RPD con-
ference. San Luis Valley nonprofit 
professionals in attendance were 
able to participate in more than 30 
professional development opportu-
nities over the 3-day conference. 

In addition, the San Luis 
Valley RPD conference provid-
ed a powerful opportunity for the 
state’s most influential funders to 

meet one-on-one with local and re-
gional grantseekers in a series of 
Funder Roundtable discussions. 
This exchange helps to break down 
barriers and ultimately results in 
stronger partnerships, increased 

access to resources and the devel-
opment of long-term relationships.  
From 2009 to 2015, core funders 
of the statewide RPD program 
awarded over 750 grants which 
totaled upwards of $22 million to 
rural nonprofits in the San Luis 
Valley region.  It was further esti-
mated that the local Steering Com-
mittee and conference attendees 
spent over $80,000 in the San Luis 
Valley on catering, venues, design, 
printing, photography and other 
vendors.

Rural Philanthropy Days is a 
statewide program of Community 
Resource Center (CRC). Commu-
nity Resource Center believes in 
the power of the nonprofit sector to 
affect change and support thriving 
communities. We envision a strong 
and sustainable nonprofit sector 
leading our state towards a more 
just future. Our mission is to cre-
ate opportunities, tools, and strat-
egies to develop nonprofits and 
community groups to strengthen 
Colorado.

Pema Chöling Benefactors’ Tea.  Pema Chödrön is seated in front of the window with 
Ven. Thubten Chodron seated to her immediate left, and Ven. Konchog Norbu, Pema 
Chöling’s Treasurer, seated to her far left.     photo by Ven. Jampa Kalden

Pema Chödrön. 
 photo by Ven. Jampa Kalden

Through the Rural Philanthropy Days Program, community leaders & Front Range foun-
dation staff came together for a 3-day conference. photo by Ryan Scavo

The San Luis Valley Rural Philanthropy Days conference.  
 photo by Ryan Scavo

http://www.lionsroar.com
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Haidakhandi 
Universal Ashram 
news

by Ramloti
September has been a bless-

ed month with many wonderful 
visitors including the Teyunas 
who blessed our water system and 
shared a meal with us. It was a 
great honor. The long-term resident 
hermitage, which we spoke about 
last month, is progressing and the 
funds are coming in. Thank you to 
all who have contributed.

We have two big festivals this 
month, the first is Fall Navratri 
(the Divine Mother Festival), which 
began at the end of September and 
will continue through October 7. 
There are daily fire ceremonies 
during this time at 10am followed 
by a discourse, chanting, and a 
meal. We will honor the children 
on Sunday, October 6 after the fire 
ceremony at about 11am. 

The next celebration is Diwa-
li, the Festival of Lights, which is 
on Sunday, October 27. This begins 
with the new-moon fire ceremony 
at 10am on Sunday followed by a 
meal. We then spend the rest of the 
day decorating the temple grounds, 
earthship, and temple with can-
dles and luminarios. Aarati that 
evening will begin at 5pm instead of 
6pm as we will begin sharing songs 
of peace and light at 6pm followed 
by an Indian feast at 7:30pm. We 
love this evening together. If you 
would like to share a song or would 
like more information, please call 
us at 719-256-4108.

The full-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Sunday, October 
13 and the new-moon fire ceremo-
ny is on Sunday, October 27 (which 
is Diwali). All fire ceremonies be-
gin at 10am and are followed by 
a meal. Morning aarati is at 7am 
with evening aarati at 6pm. We 
generally have a small fire ceremo-
ny before morning aarati at 6:20am 
when there is not a big fire ceremo-
ny scheduled. 

The Maha Lakshmi Shop just 
received the beautiful 2020 Calen-
dar. This year it will feature mag-

nificent photos of the Divine Mother 
taken by professional photographer, 
JD Marston. It is 11”x 11”, contains 
all of the dates for ceremonies at the 
Ashram, as well as inspiring quotes 
from the Haidakhandswari Sapta 
Sati (700 praises of the Divine Moth-
er). The shop is also full of wonderful 
items from India and is open every 
day from 10am until 5pm. We have 
many lovely, gently-worn Punjabi 
suits and saris at 50% off. We invite 
you to come in and if you mention 
this article, we will happily give you 
a 10% discount on all non-sale items. 
We deeply appreciate your support. 
Our shop website has many items 
on-line at http://mahalakshmishop.
wazala.com.

Please visit our website at 
www.babajiashram.org to find out 
more about the Ashram. We also 
invite you to visit the Ashram. 
We love to share Shri Babaji’s and 
Mother’s home with others. Give us 
a call at 719-256-4108 for more in-
formation.  

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, 

prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs, 
malas, books, purses, statues, 
clothes, punjabi suits, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Store Hours: 9am - 5pm
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

 In Honor of Fall 
Navratri 

(Sept 29 - Oct. 7) 
and Diwali (Festival 
of Lights, Oct 27)

20% all Divine 
Mother items and 

candles.

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

by Eric Weiss
I was studying a chapter in 

Sri Aurobindo’s The Life Divine in 
which he is asserting the existence 
of The Pure Being.  This Pure Be-
ing is supposed to be the one, Ab-
solute, Infinite, Free and Divine 
source of all the universes. And Sri 
Aurobindo gives us several pages 
of dense reasoning in which he is 
trying to show that the existence of 
this Pure Being is the most ration-
al of explanations for how things 
are in this world.  

But then it gets especially in-
teresting, as he goes on to say that 
these dazzling intellectual ideas of 
his are not, and can not be, entirely 
convincing.  He says that any idea, 
no matter how rational, clever or 
inclusive it is, can be doubted.  We 
simply cannot get certainty in the 
realm of thought.  No philosophy or 
theology can fully convince us that 
God is, and that God is important 
in our lives.  What is important, Sri 
Aurobindo suggests, is the intui-
tion that God exists, and the expe-
riences that we can have which will 
confirm that intuition.

The intuition (as Sri Au-
robindo defines it) is a faculty of 
knowledge that is beyond the intel-
lect, and can only be steadily and 
reliable accessed when the emo-

tions and the mind are “purified.”  
The tyranny of the senses, the dis-
tortions of mind that are induced 
by dark emotions, the distortions 
of the emotions brought about by 
ego, and all prejudice and all cling-
ing to opinions must first be over-
come.  When that happens, and 
when the mind can be still, this 
deep intuition comes to the fore, 
makes itself known, and disclos-
es the Divine Presence.  But this 
same intuition is always operating 
in the background.  Once we real-
ize that ideas carry no guarantee of 
their own truth, we realize that our 
evaluation of the truth of an idea 
is always an activity of something 
in us that transcends intellect, and 
knows in another, and deeper, way.

Sri Aurobindo  
Learning Center

Divine Mother Festival (Fall Navratri) 
runs through Monday, October 7. This is 
one of the photos from the 2020 Divine 
Mother Calendar at the Ashram.

The Crestone Eagle  
is featuring a special section:  

Shop Locally for the Holidays 
November & December.

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS OR EVENT  
WITH THE 

AD+ARTICLE+PHOTO PACKAGE
CALL JENNIFER AT 719-256-4956  

OR EMAIL ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM

Top Brands
Local Glass
Smoking Supplies
Pipes
E-liquids
Kratom

Chili Heads Glass & Vape
Full service Head, Smoke & Vape Shop

www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
www.chiliheads.biz

112 W. Rainbow Blvd, Unit A, Salida CO
719.207.9700

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://mahalakshmishop
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:shop@Babajiashram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
mailto:ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM
http://www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
http://www.chiliheads.biz
http://www.thelightchamber.com
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REQUEST YOUR FREE INFO KIT TODAY!

*With a single battery. © 2019 Inogen, Inc. All rights reserved.

JUST
2.8 LBS.

Portable Oxygen For The Way You 
Want to Live
Includes Everything You Need to Regain Your Freedom
At just 2.8* lbs, the Inogen One G4 is the ultralight portable oxygen 
concentrator you have been waiting for. The Inogen One G4 is approximately 
half the size of the Inogen One G3.
Meets FAA Requirements for Travel

CALL TODAY! 1-855-780-9279

Volunteer mission to Texas/Mexico border 
scheduled for November—can you help?

Casa de Paz SLV, located in 
Crestone, Colorado is organizing 
a volunteer mission to the Texas/
Mexico border November 8-17, 
2019.  The Casa de Paz SLV mis-
sion will provide holistic trauma 
support to asylum seekers waiting 
for their court hearings in encamp-
ments in Matamoros, Mexico and 
at shelters on the US side.  These 
shelters provide respite for asy-
lum seekers after they are released 
from the detention centers.   Casa 
de Paz SLV is looking for volun-
teers to join the mission.  They are 
also requesting donations to pay 
for the mission supplies and basic 
needs for asylum-seekers like food, 

water and hygiene items.
Casa de Paz SLV was founded 

by Gina Barrett, author, Phoenix 
Rising Yoga Therapist and eastern 
movement instructor.  Gina saw 
that the world was experiencing 
high levels of mental health issues 
and she knew that she wanted to 
play a larger role in shifting this 
for the better.  She recognized the 
need for trauma support at the bor-
der, and for new immigrants once 
they have settled. 

Guided to the Texas/Mexico 
border to assist and find out what 
was needed, Gina volunteered for 
several nonprofits at the Interna-
tional Border bridge in Matamoros, 

Mexico and Brownsville, Texas col-
lecting and delivering donations, 
serving meals and providing res-
pite.  While volunteering, she also 
taught workshops and offered 
Phoenix Rising Yoga Therapy for 
emotional healing in south Texas.

After 5 months, Gina re-
turned to Crestone to start a 
center called Casa de Paz SLV.  
The center’s mission is to provide 
holistic trauma support retreats 
for asylum seekers and new immi-
grants.  Casa de Paz SLV’s target 
population is the most vulnerable, 
women and children.  Families, 
men and LGBQTI are also wel-
come.  All are welcome!     

Since the Remain in Mexico 
policy went into effect, there has 
been a loud call for volunteers at 
the border.  Hearing this call, Gina 
decided to create a mission to the 
border to offer holistic trauma sup-
port where it is needed most.  While 
asylum seekers wait for their court 
hearings and after they are re-
leased from the detention centers, 
they have time and need support.  
The wait at the border is now esti-
mated to be 1-2 years! 

Gina says, “Many people read 
what is going on at the border and 
want to help. Casa de Paz SLV 
supporters understand how debili-
tating mental health issues can be 
and see the overwhelming trauma 
that is an ongoing part of the immi-
gration journey.” 

The Casa de Paz SLV mis-
sion schedule is forming.  With 
our partners, Team Brownsville, 
on Friday November 8 at 6pm, we 
will kick off the mission by buying 
food, cooking and feeding a meal 
to the 500+ asylum seekers wait-

ing in Matamoros. On Sundays, 
we will teach yoga, qigong and 
art therapy at the Escuelita de 
la Banqueta, a Team Brownsville 
sidewalk school.  Midweek, we will 
offer holistic trauma support for 
families at La Posada Providencia, 
a Catholic shelter.  We may also 
offer services in the plaza at the 
border in Matamoros, Mexico.

Dr. Melba S. Lucio, Team 
Brownsville Volunteer Coordinator 
for Escuelita de la Banqueta says, 
“The asylum-seeking children are 
stuck in between two countries that 
are making it difficult for them to 
breathe. I think submerging these 
children in books, lessons and a 
school environment helps them 
have a few moments of childhood 
after weeks and months of adult-
caused trauma.”  

Currently, our volunteers in-
clude art therapists, holistic trau-
ma therapists, yoga instructors & 
massage therapists.  All our practi-
tioners are trauma-trained.  In ad-
dition to providing holistic trauma 
support, we will bring safe, calming 
and immune-boosting herbal teas 
and remedies, as well as essentials 
like baby formula, water, snacks 
and hygiene products.

In addition to seeking more 
practitioners, we need volunteers 
to help with buying, cooking and 
serving meals to the asylum-seek-
ers, fundraising, PR, musicians to 
play soothing background music, 
collecting and delivering supplies 
and assisting with the trauma ser-
vices.  Volunteers are also welcome 
to assist from their homes and 
don’t necessarily need to travel to 
the border.  We’d like to have all 
volunteers interviewed and ready 
to serve by October 8.  

To learn more about the Casa 
de Paz SLV, to apply to volunteer or 
to donate to the mission, visit www.
casadepazslv.org.

Valley-Wide Health Systems 
to expand services to Chaffee County

Valley-Wide Health Systems, 
Inc. will open a new integrated 
health center in Buena Vista in 
the spring of 2020.  Valley-Wide is 
dedicated to becoming the provid-
er of choice for residents located 
in and near Chaffee County, one of 
the only counties in Colorado that 
does not have access to the servic-
es provided by a community health 
center. The name of the new health 
center will be Valley-Wide Buena 
Vista.  The goal for the opening 
date has been set to accommodate 
the time required to redesign and 
rebuild the building located at 707 
US Highway 24 North. The Buena 
Vista clinic location will comple-
ment Valley-Wide’s other health 
center locations in the upper and 
lower Arkansas valleys, and in the 
San Luis Valley.

Family medicine and dental 
services will be the health center’s 
areas of focus, with the addition of 
integrated behavioral health ser-
vices soon.  Added services and 
staff will bring economic benefits to 
the community as well. 

Valley-Wide President/CEO 
Jania Arnoldi noted, “Valley-Wide 
is excited to add this location as 
part of the Valley-Wide network 
of services, under the name Val-
ley-Wide Buena Vista. We look 
forward to being able to bring our 

services to the community in addi-
tion to collaborating with the other 
community partners to ensure that 
Buena Vista and the surrounding 
communities have access to the 
best healthcare services possible.”

Valley-Wide is a private 
non-profit 501 (c)(3) corporation 
governed by a volunteer commu-
nity board. Established in 1976, 
and based in Alamosa, Valley-Wide 
has thirteen primary health care 
delivery sites strategically located 
throughout rural counties in south-
ern Colorado. Most sites have inte-
grated behavioral health services 
available. These full-service clinics 
are complemented by eight dental 
clinics, four physical therapy clin-
ics, and numerous ancillary health 
services to address routine and 
complex needs of the patient pop-
ulations and communities served. 
Valley-Wide serves all ages through 
a Family Medicine focus approach. 
Emphasis is placed on assisting 
the patient, reducing barriers such 
as cost, culture, language, literacy, 
and transportation that may hin-
der use of appropriate health care 
services. To learn more about Val-
ley-Wide Health Systems, Inc. visit 
vwhs.org. 

Cosmic Tea Party
Immediate transfiguration  

through energy healing combined with  
guidance from the subtle realms

Anna Louise Stewart & Noona O’Riley
Noona: 719.270.7710, noonaoriley47@yahoo.com

http://www.casadepazslv.org
http://www.casadepazslv.org
mailto:noonaoriley47@yahoo.com
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as received by Earl LeRoy 
The Latter Rain
My Child, I want to build-up 

My Glory in each of you so I can re-
lease My Glory from many sources 
when the time comes. When I sent 
the floodwaters, it came from the 
springs of the deep, and from the 
floodgates of heaven. What I Am 
building in My people are springs 
of glory that will burst forth and 
release My Glory at the time that 
I open the floodgates of heaven, 
and the rain of My Holy Spirit. 
The Latter Rain will bring floods 
of revival and will overcome and 
over take all the strongholds of the 
enemy. 

When I open the floodgates of 
heaven, the springs of Glory and 
My Spirit’s rain, the multitudes 
on the earth will be amazed! I will 
pour out My Spirit in these last 
days so My grace and mercy will 
overflow the multitudes. Those 
who receive me as their Lord and 
repent of their sins will be washed 
in My Blood and cleansed of un-
righteousness. The past glories of 
Azusa St., and the healing reviv-
als of the 1950s are but a hint of 
what is coming to this land. I hear 
your cries for revival;  I hear your 
hearts and I see your desire to 
save the lost, heal the sick and set 
the captives free. Right now, you 
have a measure of My Glory so you 
don’t lose heart. I cannot open the 
floodgates until all is ready. 

Waiting is hard, but it is es-
sential. As you wait, I fill you, 

minister to 
you and teach 
you to be long-suffering. When 
you reach that point where all you 
rely on is Me, then the floodgates 
will open, and the springs of glo-
ry will burst forth and the rain of 
My Spirit will come. Learn to trust 
Me beyond your limits and learn 
to wait on My Spirit. Learn to 
move and speak when I open the 
doors for you to minister to others. 
Keep your eyes steadfast on Me. 
My Glory is always with Me and 
as you seek My face, My Glory will 
seek you. 

You are My heart, My hands, 
and My voice in the wilderness of 
this land. When John proclaimed 
My coming he did so with the pur-
est of heart. His heart opened the 
hearts of the people to repentance 
and made them ready to receive 
Me. Even though many did not re-
ceive Me, many did believe in Me. 
My anointing will carry you. My 
Spirit will flow in power through 
you.  I will call and lead you; and 
you will do exploits in My Name. 
Do not doubt or let emotions bring 
you down. This is what faith is all 
about. Faith always sees My pro-
vision. It always sees My answers 
and it always sees My Glory. Faith 
knows no limits and faith in Me is 
limitless. 

Now, live by faith and do My 
works, and prepare for My Glory 
beyond limit!

With all My Love, Jesus

Clips from the Clerk
by Trish Gilbert
Saguache County Clerk & Recorder
Preamble
“We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect 

Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defence, promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings 
of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and establish this 
Constitution for the United States of America.”

. . . (as originally written)
According to Wikipedia, the Preamble to the United States Consti-

tution, beginning with the words “We the People”, is a brief introductory 
statement of the Constitution’s fundamental purposes and guiding prin-
ciples. Courts have referred to it as reliable evidence of the Founding 
Fathers’ intentions regarding the Constitution’s meaning and what they 
hoped the Constitution would achieve.

Was the Preamble written to begin or end the Constitution?
The Preamble was not actually written with the rest of the Con-

stitution.  The Constitution was submitted to a Style Committee after a 
first draft and that Committee finalized the Constitution’s writing and 
also added the Preamble to the Constitution’s beginning.

The main goals of the document were to provide liberty, see to the 
welfare of the people, create peace and tranquility, defend the country, 
offer justice and to unite the people under one rule. The preamble also 
emphasizes that the country is to be ruled by a democracy rather than 
a king.

Beginning with the powerful phrase “We the People,” the pream-
ble to the U.S. Constitution states plainly that the new nation would 
be governed by the people. The six goals of the Constitution are plainly 
stated as:

1. “Form a more perfect union”
2. “Establish justice”
3. “Ensure Domestic Tranquility”
4. “Provide for the Common Defense”
5. “Promote the General Welfare”
6. “Secure the Blessings of Liberty”
The U.S. Constitution establishes basic voting rights.  When the 

U.S. Constitution was written, only white male property owners had the 
right to vote.  Through amendments to the Constitution, voting rights 
were given to:

• All men regardless of race (15th Amendment)
• Women (19th Amendment)
• 18-year-olds (26th Amendment)

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Prayer Services Thur & Fri       12:30-2:00 pm                   
Food Bank Tuesdays      2-4 pm
    Events at Crestone Baptist Church:  
Bible Study Wed     6:00 pm
Prayer Breakfast every 3rd Saturday   8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

 

Full Food Menu & 
Weekly Specials

Admission Rates:
Adults - $15

Children (Ages 3-12) - $10
Seniors, College, Military 

(Ages 65+) - $12
Children 2 & under - FREE 

What the vaping-related illness 
outbreak means  
in the San Luis Valley

The ongoing multi-state outbreak of sudden and severe lung illness 
related to vaping is one more reason for San Luis Valley public health 
agencies and healthcare partners to educate the public on the dangers 
of vaping. 

As of Monday, August 26, there has been one confirmed case in Col-
orado that meets the definition being used nationally for investigation 
into the possible causes of this illness. Nationally, there have been over 
one hundred confirmed cases and at least one death. 

People who vape and have experienced lung illness since June 1, 
2019 should contact their doctor or local health department. Symptoms 
include shortness of breath, chest pain, cough, fatigue, and possible fe-
ver. People who get sick with these symptoms should save the cartridges 
they have been using, which may provide valuable information for the 
disease investigation. 

Although there have been no cases identified in the San Luis Val-
ley yet, Colorado’s unusually high rate of teen and young adult nicotine 
vaping is a special cause for concern. According to the 2017 Healthy 
Kids Colorado Survey, 40% of students in our region have tried vaping, 
and 21% reported having used an electronic vapor product in the past 
30 days. 

Reach a wider  
Audience ADVERTISE 

ON OUR WEBSITE
719-256-4956  ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM
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ASU Theatre presents enGENDERing Change project
The Adams State University 

Theatre Program is proud to an-
nounce “enGENDERing Change: 
The ASU Gender Theatre Project”. 
From September 27 through No-
vember 1, there will be a variety of 
events on campus that are open to 
the campus and community.

With its door slam heard 
around the world in 1879, Henrik 
Ibsen’s play “A Doll’s House” ignit-
ed a debate about what it means to 
be female and male. A hundred and 
forty years later, our understanding 
of human identity goes well beyond 
traditional ideas of gender and sex-
uality. This project examines the 
past, explores the present, and cel-
ebrates a future where every indi-
vidual is empowered to live as their 
own authentic self.

“enGENDERing Change” 
features a stage production of the 
award-winning new play A Doll’s 
House, Part 2, a national juried art 
exhibition, and more. Combining 
the arts, education, activism, and 
community engagement, the pro-
ject affirms the continuing need to 

fight for gender equity, to champion 
an individual’s right to self-deter-
mination, and to foster the extraor-
dinary diversity which enriches 
our community. 

John Taylor, Ph.D., professor 
of theatre, created the project and 
directs the stage play. “I began 
this work out of a concern about 
what I see happening in our coun-
try. Against every expectation for 
the new century, we are in danger 
of losing our forward progress to-
wards justice for all, equal treat-
ment under the law, gender equity, 
and the eradication of racism and 
homophobia. In response to this 
threat, I saw the opportunity for a 
new theatre project that explores 
what we need to do to move for-
ward so that we can create a more 
just and perfect union.”

Adams State University’s 
mission is to educate, serve, and 
inspire our diverse populations in 
the pursuit of their lifelong dreams 
and ambitions. “enGENDERing 
Change” is an example of the Uni-
versity’s commitment to opportuni-

ty and access for all in an environ-
ment that promotes diversity and 
values inclusiveness.

Taylor says: “This project 
asks basic questions such as what 
kind of world do we need to create 
in order for each individual to live 
as their own authentic self? What 
old ways of thinking do we need to 
discard? We strive for change, but 
what is the change for which we 
are fighting?

“As an individual, what con-
crete actions am I willing to take to 
make that change happen?”

Events for “enGENDERing 
Change” include:

Play: A Doll’s House, Part 2
Sept. 27 through Oct. 6. Call 

719-587-8499 for reservations
The ASU Ghost Light Pro-

ject 2019 and Reception
September 27, following the 

opening night of A Doll’s House, 
Part 2

Film: On the Basis of Sex, 
7pm, October 1 Theatre Building

All Rise Now Rally

Noon, October 2, Richardson 
Hall 

Lecture: “The door slam 
heard around the world: Ex-
ploring the social & cultur-
al legacy of Ibsen’s A Doll’s 
House”, John Taylor, Ph.D., pro-
fessor of theatre, 7pm, October 3, 
Theatre Building

Additional events include an 
art exhibit from October 7 through 
November 7 in the Art Department 
Galleries and a book exhibit from 
September 27 through October 31 
in the Nielsen Library.

“enGENDERing Change” is 
made possible through the gener-
ous support of Leslie and Maury 
Lieberman.

Taylor added, “I want to thank 
everyone who has worked to make 
this project possible including my 
colleagues in the Department of 
Visual Art and Theatre, the De-
partment of Music, ASU CoRE, 
Nielsen Library, ASU Pride, and 
students across the campus.”

“I think it is impossible to 
have a less than 

stellar experience at 
Harding dental. 

Everything just goes 
perfectly all the time, 

every time.“ -D.D.

h a r d i n g d e n t a l g r o u p . c o m

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS
Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD • ORTHODONTICS

South Fork  
138 Ponderosa Drive 

South Fork, CO

719.873.6021

Alamosa
688 Del Sol Drive 

Alamosa, CO

719.298.3373

patient story

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS

MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS

MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

@HardingDentalGroup @HardingDental

Dr Kim Engard ND, LAc

Now in Crestone Area Full-Time
Accepting New Patients-Discounts for Valley Residents

Holistic Medicine for Mind, Body & Spirit

Homeopathy/Chinese Medicine/Physical Medicine
Detox Plans/Specialty Formulations

(719) 428-3178
Corner of T Road and HWY 17 (Moffat)

www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com

http://www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com
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A new school year with new wellness initiatives  
& a community celebration

by Virginia Drake 
& Morgan Dokson
With a little over one month 

completed we are off to a great 
start to the new school year!  We 
want to take this opportunity to 
provide a few updates and describe 
some exciting new initiatives and 
next steps. We first want to offer 
sincere congratulations to our cross 
country, volleyball and football 
teams. All have experienced a lot 
of success thus far and we are very 
thankful to the students who are 
willing to commit their time and 
talents to represent our district. 

We have used results from 
surveys and discussions with stu-
dents, staff, community members 
and families to establish health 
and wellness goals for our school 
and the community. Based on these 
results, we have discovered that 
Moffat Consolidated District #2 
already has many evidence-based 

practices in place that compliment 
the Whole School, Whole Commu-
nity, Whole Child model! We plan 
to continue to hone these practic-
es on both of our campuses and 
have established a five-year plan 
to help guide us to our ultimate 
goal of making our schools func-

tion as true community centers. To 
begin this journey we are going to 
focus on embedding best practices 
around a commitment to school at-
tendance and performance, phys-
ical activity, mental health and 
mitigating the need and desire to 
abuse substances. Complete cop-
ies of the district’s Comprehensive 
Health and Wellness Plan (CHWP) 
are available at the Moffat School, 
Crestone Charter School and on 
the moffatschools.org website. 

Next, a quick shout out to our 
fantastic 2020 senior class! Each 
member has been a valuable part-
ner in helping us lead the school 
and implement some of our new 
initiatives. They have absolutely 
embraced the challenge and it has 
been an honor to get to know and 
work with such a talented group. 
Moffat School and CCS seniors will 
be hosting a free community-wide 
spaghetti dinner on Wednesday, 
October 2 at 5pm at Moffat School. 
Students, staff, families, and com-
munity are invited to come and 
learn more about all the new and 
exciting changes happening in our 

district. Keep an eye out for our 
district’s Health and Wellness mot-
to, Status: FULL. 

Last but not least, thank you 
for sharing your wonderful children 
with us each school day! It is a sin-
cere pleasure getting to serve such 
a talented and wonderful group of 
students and families. Their fu-
tures are very bright thanks to you!  

slvfed.com 719-589-6653

Trust and Strength Since 1899
Sponsor of Mo�at School News

THE ALAMOSA LIVE MUSIC ASSOCIATION

ALMA enables quality, diverse music and other 
performing arts in the San Luis Valley.  

Visit our website for the latest schedule of events.

PO Box 1836,  Alamosa, CO 81101
(719)  937-1255     www.almaonl ine.org

NEW GIRL ON THE BLO CK
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON

Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

~ Repairs

~ Window Blinds
      & Shades
   ~ Repairs

Crestone / Baca
719-256-4498

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.almaonline.org
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Crestone Charter School campout
A family atmosphere

by Marie-Louise Baker 
Our students love the Cres-

tone Charter School tradition of 
starting the school year with an 
all-school campout. This campout 
is a key building block of the fam-
ily atmosphere at our school. Rob-
in Blankenship’s magical Earth 
Knack site provides the perfect set-
ting for this event where students 
and teachers get to know each oth-
er. 

Like in a big family, the stu-
dents have different jobs to make 
the campout a success. The young-
est students learn how to camp 
and some of them are anxious and 
proud to sleep the first night with-
out their parents. While the middle 
school students set up tents, the 
LINK students cook the meals. The 
Intermediate students are respon-
sible for leaving the camp better 
than we found it.

In the evening, Robin demon-
strates how to make a fire without 

matches, paper, or kindling.  Af-
terwards we gather around the 
campfire, sing songs, and perform 
skits. Students easily bond across 
age gaps. They play in Cottonwood 
Creek, chat in hammocks, and play 
flashlight tag, among other activ-
ities. Students also care for each 
other.  I noticed a LINK student 
who cuddled with a primary stu-
dent to warm her up in the morn-
ing at the campfire, and I saw a 
middle school student who helped 
a primary student when he fell on 
a rock. 

We believe that there is in-
credible value to being in the out-
doors. Students get to explore 
nature together, learn about the 
elements, and engage without 
modern technology, practice resil-
ience and learn about respect and 
responsibility.  It can also be a mov-
ing experience as it was this year, 
watching the stunning full moon. 

Greta Thunberg, 16-year old 
climate activist, telling it like it is

“ You only speak of green eternal economic growth because you are 
too scared of being unpopular. You only talk about moving forward with 
the same bad ideas that got us into this mess, even when the only sen-
sible thing to do is pull the emergency brake. You are not mature 
enough to tell it like it is. Even that burden you leave 
to us children. But I don’t care about being popular. I care about 
climate justice and the living planet. Our civilization is being sacrificed 
for the opportunity of a very small number of people to continue making 
enormous amounts of money.”

—Greta Thunberg at the U.N.’s climate-change conference in 
Katowice, Poland

“ Adults keep saying we owe it to the young people to give them 
hope. But I don’t want your hope. I don’t want you to be hopeful; I want 
you to panic. I want you to feel the fear I feel every day. And then I want 
you to act, I want you to act as you would in a crisis. I want you to 
act as if the house was on fire, because it is.”

—Greta Thunberg at the World Economic Forum

Students cuddling under a blanket.

Students crossing the creek.

Students climbing in a net.

Students, faculty and parents warming up by the fire before breakfast.

Ask us about our Business Promotion specials!

FEATURE YOUR VENTURE WITH THE       
  AD+ARTICLE+PHOTO PACKAGE

CALL US AT 719-256-4956 OR EMAIL ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM

mailto:ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM
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by David Nicholas
A formal  inquiry for im-

peachment
It took just two years, eight 

months for the Speaker of the US 
House of Representative, Nancy 
Pelosi, to declare that the House 
should vote to consider such an in-
quiry. The announcement came on 
Tuesday, September  24. Mrs. Pelosi 
looked tired as she announced that 
a motion would come up for  vote in 
early October to set the resources of 
the house in motion to do an inves-
tigation. 

She had staved off the inves-
tigation since Inauguration Day, 
January 20, 2017, and more so as 
Dems regained control of the House 
in 2018, when pressure had been 
mounting. Forever the realist, Ms 
Pelosi had pushed back because the 
Dems simply didn’t have the num-
bers in the house—not all Dems 
agree with impeachment—to bring 
charges and then bring articles of 
impeachment for trial in the Senate. 
Without numbers and without any 
substantial success Dems could just 
spin their wheels for two years and 
do nothing.   

Since in the first full year of 
Dems with control in the House, 
nothing with bipartisan support has 
gone beyond a House vote. Faith-
ful Trump lapdog Senate Majori-
ty Leader Mitch McConnell won’t 
bring Democratic bills to the floor of 
the Senate for consideration.  

Impeachment is as good as an-
ything else these days. It just makes 
Mr. Trump angrier and sets him 
off into regular nonsensical rants. 
It also presents the President with 
added pressure as he campaigns 
into and throughout 2020; if there is 
a mistake to be made, he will make 
it.                                                                                                                                          

The Ukraine scandal of trying 
to damage Democratic frontrunner 
Joe Biden and his son, Hunter, was 
the issue that pushed Mrs. Pelosi 
into taking the step. It may turn out 
to be nothing  more than a historical 
footnote. We all suspect Mr. Trump 
of high crimes and misdemeanors, 
we just can’t prove it yet. So we shall 
see.

Four months into the Dems’ 
debating season, and how are you 
doing so far? Too many candidates 
who just don’t have prayer but are 
still running like fury to rise above 
the 1% in the polls? That’s where all 
but the five or six who might be con-
sidered frontrunners are. 

I’ve got favorites. Andrew 
Yang, who would give us all $1,000 
a month for the rest of our lives, an 
IT whizkid who actually could make 
it sound like we lived in the 21st 
century and not the dark ages of the 
late 20th century. 

Yes, Marianne Williamson was 
politically correct for all the right 
reasons to bring love back into pol-
itics and who could fault that? But 
four months of debates and press 
conferences and political pundits 
wanting to know who the hell are 
you guys and why are you (still) 
running? Both Williamson and Yang 
brought some decency into the con-
test; at least I thought so, and at time 
of writing they are hanging in there. 
They are long shots, of course, very 

long shots, 
but I put 
them right 
out front 
of this col-
umn be-
cause unless something happens 
between now and Iowa, all we have 
are loud frontrunners already suck-
ing up the oxygen. 

Readers are aware of my prej-
udice toward anyone over the age 
of 55 being in this race. Yet, here 
we are. The frontrunners so far are 
well over three score years and ten 
and each one determined to win the 
brass ring and yes, live to put it on. 

Fortunes are still to rise and 
fade this political season. Nineteen 
are still in this thing and the whole 
exercise is to pare away all comers 
until there is one left standing who 
is not too damaged to take on Mr. 
Trump.

Say it ain’t so, Joe
Former Vice President Joe Bid-

en, after three major debates, and 
whose performance ranged from 
miserable to mediocre in all of them, 
has polls still placing him as num-
ber one to beat the president. The 
truth be told, his numbers—in the 
middle to high 30 percentile—rare-
ly changed after eight weeks of this 
fight and he is still the leader at 
time of writing.

Why the Vice President per-
formed so badly had to do with for-
mer California Attorney General 
Kamala Harris who had his number 
the moment the debates began. Sen-
ator Harris more than held her own 
and she beat him mercilessly and 
threw him off his pitch many times. 
Pretty badly in my view. 

You saw it in the first two de-
bates. Whenever Mr. Biden was in-
vited to respond to an attack by her, 
he would began his answer with 
confidence only to trail off to silence 
looking non-plussed and tired. It 
happened a couple of times, but a 
couple of times too often. 

The problem for Joe Biden is 
that his views on what feminism is 
and what he paid lip service to dur-
ing the Clarence Thomas hearings 
in the 1990s is now out of date. Not 
that times change as much as people 
have and in that is 50% of the Re-
public: women.

In the 1990s men still con-
trolled the power in corporations 
and in government without fear of 
contradiction. Whereas in 2019 it is 
women who have become the wolves 
and not only contradict the men but 
are the arbiter as to what personal 
conduct is permissible in positions of 
power and authority. 

No matter how egregious the 
physical groping and sexual innu-
endo in the language, the “#MeToo” 
movement and the Harvey Wein-
steins of the world using their posi-
tions of power to elicit sexual favors 
were removed in the twinkling of an 
eye. 

In short, just talking the talk 
wasn’t enough as Mr. Biden used 
to do, you had to walk the talk. So 
this year, Mr. Biden has just begun 
to understand how much he was on 
the wrong side of “#MeToo.” Yes, he 
has had to catch up but will it be 
enough before the primary election? 

Personally, I doubt it, but I stand to 
be surprised

Elizabeth Warren
Bless you, Elizabeth, you were 

my choice for president in 2016, be-
cause I have followed your career 
in banking in the 2000s before you 
were elevated to Junior then Senior 
Senator for Massachusetts. Out of 
the three oldies and now the current 
frontrunners in 2019, I would want 
you. 

But I cannot endorse you be-
cause while you would flay the 
banking industry and reinstate 
burnings at the stake for chief exec-
utives for their malfeasances, which 
I would agree with, I believe serious 
climate change will happen on the 
next watch of whoever inherits the 
Oval Office. We have so little time 
left and I need a younger person to 
take on the immense pressure that 
will bring about massive changes to 
our society and not be overwhelmed 
by what is going to happen.

Look at the obese human hold-
ing forth at the White House now. 
He really has no grip on what is 
coming, and while you would be way 
better than he, I believe it needs 
younger hands. And you, like me, 
are no longer young to do that. 

My wish is that you become a 
wisdomkeeper and guide to whom-
ever has the job.

Bernie
You ran a great campaign in 

2016, but ya gotta stop with yellin’ 
the stump speeches at debates. It 
drives me crazy and I have to turn 
the sound down when you preach. 
You know how America ought to be 
and should be with healthcare for 
all. Your socialism is my socialism 
(albeit with capitalistic characteris-
tics). All of us know what you stand 
for and so far your base of support 
has not left you since they joined up 
in 2016.

My saddest memory of you was 
you sitting with Jane O’Meara Sand-
ers in the bleechers with your Ver-
mont delegation at the Democratic 
Convention watching Mrs. Clinton 
make her acceptance speech. This 
wasn’t a good moment for you. In 
hindsight we know it shudda been 
ya standin’ on the dais doing the 
acceptance speech. But your legacy 
was, and is, that we all woke up and 
we know now. We owe you one, but 
not this time. It’s time for youth, an-
yone 35 to 55 years of age, to take 
your mantle and run with it. Candi-
dates like Kamala Harris, Pete But-
tegeig, and Julian Castro.

But that’s me. 
Also Governor John Hicken-

looper! John, you did a smart thing 
withdrawing from the race to go 
after Cory Gardner in the Colora-
do Senate race. You have a good 
chance to become the new Junior 
Senator (if Romanov doesn’t best 
you). Have at it. 

SNAFUing foreign policy
Readers will know that as ear-

ly as January this year I was view-
ing our America becoming number 
two in the world. Making America 
Great Again is a shambles We have 
come down and Mr. Trump put us 
there. 

You know if our leaders did 
nothing for four years the slippage 
on the world scene would never have 
been as pronounced or as quick as it 
has with Donald Trump. 

Being ignorant of foreign pol-
icy can be forgiven, but when you 
have to demonstrate your prowess 
by needless chatter, threats of war 
followed if at all by incompetent ac-

tion, US hegemony starts to waver. 
Where that goes then is open to your 
imagination.

The biggest mistake is not that 
Donald Trump thinks he knows 
more about anything than anybody 
else (and he does say that), but the 
true error is the amount of time it 
takes to correct the mistakes. Every 
silly utterance on Twitter, every 
careless remark as his helicopter 
howls takes days, even months, to 
correct. 

The Chinese figured it out and 
now play these habits as part of the 
negotiations on the trade war and 
everything else we interact with the 
PRC. Then, so do the Venezuelans, 
as do the Iranians and the Syrians.

What can be said is that all the 
crises of our making are now com-
pounding and coming to a head at 
the same time. Here are a few:

China
1} The Hong
Hong Kong erupted into 

demonstrations and then riots on 
July 1 and have been going every 
weekend since. It started out 
when the governing council of the 
semi-autonomous region of Hong 
Kong wanted to pass legislation that 
allowed extradition of felons to the 
mainland. FYI: Hong Kong is an is-
land off the Chinese mainland.

In 1997 the United Kingdom, 
in signing over the Hong to the 
People’s Republic, Beijing had to 
agree to the concept of “one coun-
try-two systems.” A concept which 
still sticks in Beijing’s craw. Be-
cause Hong Kong was the only area 
where there was “liberal democra-
cy with capitalistic characteristics” 
in a country built on “socialism 
with Chinese characteristics” and 
a country that in the main follows 
those principles of the latter. 

The Hong is an anomaly, a 
place Beijing had agreed would have 
a different system for 50 years. That 
Beijing never liked the arrangement 
was no secret, nevertheless China 
kept to the agreement, so far for 22 
years. 

Over time China has under-
gone its economic revolution and 
it came to pass that the village of 
Shenzhen on the mainland just 
across from the Hong in 2000 was 
just a fishing village. Now in just 20 
years Shenzhen has become a major 
metropolitan area, home to China’s 
leadership in Internet Technolo-
gy and Artificial Intelligence. With 
a population if 12 million people, 
Shenzhen a major economic pow-
erhouse which has overtaken Hong 
Kong in importance for Beijing’s 
purposes. Shenzhen is a one-tier city 
like Beijing and Shanghai. What is 
important here is that Shenzhen in 
Beijing’s eyes overshadows Hong 
Kong’s reason for existence. Beijing 
wants Shenzhen to be the leading 
city in the region, and planning is 
going ahead to make that happen. 

Conventional western wisdom 
sees Beijing looking for reasons to 
incorporate Hong Kong into China 
as just another city where the poor 
and middle class in the Hong who 
have missed out on Hong Kong’s 
affluence over the years can receive 
Beijing’s largesse and planning, 
which the current Sub-Autonomous 
reason city doesn’t. 

So rioters perceive that Hong 
Kong is losing or will lose its polit-
ical and individual independence. A 
perception that is pretty reasonable 
to assume.

The rioting comes a little late 
as the Hong is already being includ-

The Washington Beat
Democrats chomping at the 
bit; the public not so much
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ed in the Chinese economic infra-
structure. 

The high-speed train system 
that criss-crosses China now is a ma-
jor terminus and the 34-mile bridge 
which took seven years to build has 
melted borders in my view. The 
bridge joins Macau and Hong Kong 
with the major mainland city Zhu-
hai and the link makes Beijing’s in-
tention very clear. However, when? 
China has always stressed that it is 
patient, but patience has its limits 
as we are seeing now with the riots. 

What made Beijing angry was 
when the protesters/rioters brought 
out the American flag during August, 
and started shouting pro-American 
and anti-Chinese slogans. 

Until then, Beijing’s course of 
action was to let the protest run out 
of steam but as protesters appeared 
before Congress in mid-September, 
so Beijing is now biding its time to 
deal with protestors with force. 

My guess is that Beijing will 
wait until after the celebrations of 
the 70th anniversary of the founda-
tion of the Peoples Republic of Chi-
na, beginning October 1 and contin-
uing for two weeks. But after that 
s, that will be all they wrote for the 
Hong Kong protester. 

Beijing has its way of doing 
things. 

2) Trade
By now readers are aware of 

how this trade war is bouncing all 
over the place. In four months since 
my last column, nothing of conse-
quence has happened. The tit-for-
tat, the cat and-mouse game, which 
Mr. Trump relishes playing, isn’t 
working. His crew at the US Trade 
Representative keep trying to ma-
nipulate the negotiation where Chi-
na just shuts it down. 

If you catch the financial chan-
nels Bloomberg, CNBC as well as 
CNN, the commentary is generally, 
with few exceptions, “liberal demo-
cratic with capitalistic characteris-
tics” (the perspective now matters). 
Folks will give you the “Yes, we are 
hurting, but China is hurting more!” 
narrative.

At this time, when Trump rolls 
on to the White House lawn to dis-
course in his helicopter bellow that, 
“China wants a deal! But I’m not 
wanting to give them one yet.” In 
short the usual braggadocio. All of it 
is mostly the worthless discourse of 
a negotiator and that has not been 
lost on the Chinese.

The great fear that the US 
trade establishment has about Chi-
na is this: China will not need us 
anymore and so everything and all 
must be done to stop China from 
moving to sustainability, self-suf-
ficiency and moving its 1.4 billion 
population towards technical supe-
riority. 

This captive market buying 
sophisticated consumer products, 
excluding the US from its “right-
ful” share, makes the USTR team 
hostle. The world’s largest market 
where the US has no influence, 
where Americans have no say and 
worse, no legitimate standing unless 
China grants it, is “unacceptable” to 
the rules of free enterprise.

Perhaps more infuriating 
is China becoming number one, 
out-maneuvering deals by their 
sheer ability to ruthlessly trade; and 
they are not Caucassian nor White 
Anglo-Saxon Protestant. 

For October both sides talk 
about sitting down and resuming 
trade talks yet again. Probably 
around October 12-13.

How productive these will be is 
anyone’s guess. The feeling I get is 
that China is just going through the 
motions.

Watch the Chinese television 
channels in English, CCTV and 
CGTN, and you can see that China’s 
focus is with its allies and friends. A 
friend is a signed-up member of the 
Road and Belt Initiative (RBI).

If you are not a member of the 
RBI, Beijing will deal with you when 
it’s your turn on the list. Australia is 
finding this out the hard way, while 
the US pours international invec-
tive and contempt for a far-sighted 
project that wins more hearts and 
minds than war. 

The fortunes of Bibi
At some point Israeli Prime 

Minister Binyamin Netanyahu hits 
the brick wall and on September 
17, the hope was that he had hit it. 
This nasty corrupt little warmonger 
with bad self-esteem was not smil-
ing nor gleeful during the evening 
as tally count exit polls were fore-
casting much the same as they had 
done back in April but with Ben-
ny Gantz’s Blue and White faction 
ahead.

Bibi’s Likud Party had done 
well but not nearly enough to win 
a majority to govern and he would 
have to haggle with smaller parties 
and individuals to get a majority 
and rule the state of Israel. 

In April, Bibi was boasting 
that he would garner enough allies 
to gain a working majority and yet 
again rule Israel with an “iron fist” 
then. The sixth-month election cycle 
has taken its toll with corruption 
charges swirling around him and his 
wife and his major opponent Benny 
Gantz and his Blue and White fac-
tion of center leftists who, having a 
second bite of the apple, won more 
seats than Likud (estimated at 33 
seats v. Likud’s 32). He looked like 
he could form a government made 
up of four Arab-Israeli parties if 
asked by the President to have a go 
at forming government. 

How long this takes is anyone’s 
guess, but it’s fun to watch Bibi re-
ally sweat it for once as possible jail 
time looms. 

Within 24 hours of the election 
Bibi asked for a joint coaltion gov-
ernment with Blue and White but 
Gen. Gantz turned it down. Stay 
tuned. It ain’t over until someone 
wins this. But it could be Bibi has 
had his day. One hopes so. 

Iran
Readers of earlier columns will 

know that I have said that we were 
in a “phony” war—where we ramped 
up hostilities short of open warfare 
—between the US with our surro-
gate allies and the Islamic Republic 
of Iran. The aim of the game is to get 
our major allies to side with us and 
to march in unison against Iran and 
give the Islamic Republic a comeup-
pance and make it behave our dic-
tates. Ideally without firing a shot 
but to carry on to warfare if need be.

Secretary of State Mike Pom-
peo markets himself as a smooth, 
slick operator but the reality is in-
eptitude and shambles incarnate. 
Here’s why.

The plan, when his master 
withdrew from the JCPOA, was 
then to place sanctions to cut Iran’s 
oil revenues. Remember when it 
was projected that Iran would be 
“brought to its knees by November 
2018?” So he said gleefully in mid-
2018. Problem was these sanctions 
were to apply to all western nations 
doing business with Iran, who had 

told Mr. Pompeo that they would not 
comply nor apply sanctions volun-
tarily.

Mr. Pompeo had not imagined 
that Russia and China would op-
pose, no, strenuously oppose com-
plying with the sanctions but they 
did and do. So much so that Mr. 
Pompeo had to relent and allow 
two six-month extensions to pass 
so that these nations could/might 
find other oil markets, except they 
didn’t.

Worse, in trying to get China 
to comply with this “Middle East 
Policy,” Mr. Pompeo failed to con-
clude that a trade war with the US’s 
largest customer might throw a fur-
ther wrench in the works. It did. So 
embarrassingly, Mr. Pompeo doesn’t 
mention China and Iran sanctions 
in the same breath. 

Further, Russia, who shows 
a doting protection toward the Is-
lamic State—selling them defensive 
missile systems, nuclear machinery 
and other armaments—is central 
to Middle East success. Mr. Pom-
peo requires Russian cooperation in 
Syria and with Turkey. Mr. Pompeo 
has thrown more balls in the air 
than he can catch. While he might 
try to keep one issue separate from 
the other, Mr. Pompeo just isn’t that 
smart to make them all fall together. 
Fortunately for Iran, in my view. 

It’s a mess. It’s the sort of mess 
an isolated ally who needs the world 
to be the way it was with America 
leading the way is no longer the case 
and probably not possible any more.

Meanwhile, Iran still stands 
and rubs our nose in the grand plan. 
While oil sanctions worked their 
punishing decimation on the indi-
vidual Iranian, they found it wasn’t 
working like it did before the JCPOA, 
signed in 2015. Former friends and 
allies don’t wait on America to give 
the final word on anything. 

The attack on the Saudi oil re-
finery on September 15 has to give 
Mr. Pompeo heartburn. Twenty 
drones attacked the largest oil refin-
ery in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
and reduced half the refinery into 
twisted metal and wreckage.

“An act of war!” Secretary Pom-
peo trumpeted on September 18 as 
he and the Saudi clowns tried to re-
align the narrative that the attack 
was not against Saudi Arabia but 
against the whole world. Uh-huh.

Unfortunately the Saudis are 
not great at trumpeting pronounce-
ments so the Saudi military looked 
like the mouse that squeaked. 

The problem with this was that 
three days had passed and all sort of 
narratives had held sway. The Sau-
di pronouncement was met largely 
with a shrug.

The big problem was that 
the Houthi rebels in Yemen, who 
claimed credit for the attack and 
promised more, were stubbornly in 
the limelight right after the attack 
while the Saudis wanted to shuffle 
them sideways. However, the Hou-
this also have allies around the 
Middle East and so got a lot of air-
play before the Saudi clowns got it 
together.

The lesson is that in trying to 
set a war agenda in an intense me-
dia cycle, you have to keep pushing 
the message until the original truths 
have faded from memory and every-
one has moved on to something else. 
Off the record, even part of the Sau-
di military thought the announce-
ment was half-assed.

Worse was, what to do next? 
The Pentagon would not support the 

claim that Iran or one of its agents 
fired the drones.  

Given the penchant of the 
Saudi’s to mess up military warfare 
as they have in Yemen, the mind 
boggles. More sanctions? What is 
not sanctioned in Iran these days? 
Short operations warfare? On this 
you have to say that if you cross the 
Saudi border for any reason such as 
to sink an Iranian ship, you unleash 
hell all over the Middle East. 

The only good place to be is not 
in the middle of it. So be it until next 
time. Alas, Australia signed up to 
patrol the waterways of the Straits 
of Hormuz. You just know nothing 
good will come from it. 

The question is also posed, 
why didn’t the famed US dome 
missile system do its job and shoot 
down foreign aircraft from whatever 
height? The answer, I suspect, is 256 
grand palaces, dotted in and around 
Riyadh. No self-effacing Saudi 
prince—no matter how lowly—goes 
without one. Stay tuned, there is a 
sequel.

Lastly, Brexit
I have put off commenting 

on the incredible destruction of an 
old imperial power because in the 
scheme of things, what happens in 
the Kingdom (no longer the United)  
has little reason to affect the rest of 
the world. This was not always the 
way when Rule Britannia ruled the 
waves, but this is now.

That Boris Johnson is now the 
Prime Minister, and more incompe-
tent than Theresa May could ever 
be, speaks volumes for chair-renters 
on the deck of the Titanic. 

Pushing a dream that England 
could go back to when Leslie How-
ard in The Scarlet Pimpernel said 
“Look, Margaret! (pause) England!” 
and the audience in the theater 
would be in tears, are long gone. But 
small business people harbor this 
dream that England will be better 
and that something—maybe future 
greatness—awaits. They think the 
fantasy will be better than the real-
ity of what is in store for the King-
dom such as being a useful part of 
Europe.

I happened to watch the mak-
ing of the documentary The Chun-
nel—the tunnel that links England 
with the France—and how that 
changed everything in the way the 
English think about themselves and 
how 20 years later how important a 
lifeline like that has become. Then I 
look at the long lines of trucks at the 
modern port of Calais and the days 
it takes to get goods across from one 
country to another. 

Unless you have crossed at that 
point you have no idea what is about 
to be unleashed on October 31 when 
that customs barrier becomes for-
malized and everything is checked 
and duty paid on everything. More 
than just a nod and wave to pass on. 

When I hear the parliamen-
tarians in Westminster Palace, the 
members with public school (Eton 
and Harrow) accents, mutter how 
Brexit is the right thing to do on 
international news channels, I just 
laugh. Then I just shake my head 
in sadness. England once was great, 
now probably never again. 

My one suggestion for the Re-
mainers—those folks who wanted 
to stay in the European Union—you 
got sold short and now you are out 
of time. Being reasonable is out of 
fashion these days. Move to Ireland 
or Lichtenstein, but most of all save 
yourselves. Do what you have to do.

And the beat goes on. 
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Colorado voters asked to approve elimination of state spending 
caps, decriminalize sports betting & fund the Colorado Water Plan

by Lisa Cyriacks
Two statewide ballot ques-

tions will be on the 2019 General 
Election ballot.

One measure would allow the 
State to retain excess revenue it is 
currently required to refund under 
the Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights (TA-
BOR). The other measure would 
authorize sports betting in Colora-
do and create a tax of 10% on those 
who conduct sports betting.

The first, Proposition CC 
asks: “Without raising taxes and to 
better fund public schools, higher 
education, and roads, bridges, and 
transit, within a balanced budget, 
may the state keep and spend all 
the revenue it annually collects af-
ter June 30, 2019, but is not cur-
rently allowed to keep and spend 
under Colorado law, with an annu-
al audit to show how the retained 
revenues are spent?”

A “yes” vote on Proposition 
CC would reflect a change in state 
law and means the state can keep 
all of the money it collects over its 
revenue limit to spend on educa-

tion and transportation after the 
2019-2020 fiscal year.

A “no” vote on Proposition CC 
means that any money the state 
collects over the revenue limits im-
posed by TABOR must be refund-
ed to taxpayers, as required under 
current law.

Proposition CC affects all 
money the state government col-
lects above its current revenue lim-
it beginning in the 2019-20 state 
budget year. Over the long term, 
Proposition CC is projected to in-
crease government spending and 
eliminate TABOR refunds to state 
taxpayers.

The second Proposition DD 
will make Colorado the 20th state 
with legal sports betting—and, pol-
icymakers hope, generate a small 
pot of new tax revenue in the pro-
cess.

Sports betting is placing a bet 
on the outcome or any portion of a 
sporting event and is currently ille-
gal in Colorado.

Although Proposition DD, if 
approved, provides for up to $29 

million annually in new taxes, the 
blue book only projects about $16 
million in average annual revenue 
in the first five years.

Proposition DD, like Proposi-
tion CC, represents a major policy 
change. It would decriminalize, tax 
and regulate an activity that has 
only been occurring on the black 
market. Estimates from the gam-
ing industry report that Americans 
spend as much as $150 billion a 
year placing illegal sports bets, of-
ten through offshore websites.

As revenue streams build—
projected to take at least five 
years—the proceeds would start to 
fund a critical state priority that 
has lacked a dedicated revenue 
stream—the Colorado Water Plan.

Some opponents question as-
pects of the water plan itself. And 
they say the costs of addressing 
the state’s water issues shouldn’t 
be borne by gamblers, but by the 
industries that most contribute to 
water and climate problems.

Ultimately, whether the rev-
enue looks more like the conserv-
ative fiscal analysis, or the maxi-

mum allowed by the referendum, 
the money would be little more 
than a drop in the bucket relative 
to the need—and water will only 
get a portion of it, anyway.

The measure is explained in 
more detail in the blue book arriv-
ing soon in your mailbox, or it can 
be found here: https://bit.ly/2mn1I-
Aq.

Secure Colorado ballots
continued from page 1

has concluded that Russian opera-
tives executed a campaign to influ-
ence the outcome of the 2016 Pres-
idential Election, and warns that 
efforts will continue in the future. 
Cybersecurity experts and election 
integrity advocates have raised 
questions about the security and 
verifiability of paper ballots contain-
ing a QR code. Secretary Griswold 
is proactively leading the nation to 
reduce future vulnerabilities.

“We live in a constantly chang-
ing threat environment. Hostile ac-
tors will continue their efforts to 
discover vulnerabilities in the at-
tempt to undermine confidence in 
our elections. We must continually 
assess all election systems to iden-
tify areas that should be improved. 
Our adversaries are not standing 
still, and neither can we,” contin-
ued Secretary Griswold.

Currently, when a Coloradan 
votes at a polling location, they 
may use a ballot marking device 
that prints a paper ballot that dis-
plays both the voter’s choices and 
a QR code embedded with the vot-
er’s choices. Although voters can 
see their vote choices, they cannot 
verify that the QR code is correct. 
These ballots are tabulated by ma-
chines that decode the votes con-
tained in the QR code. QR codes 
could be among the next target of 
an attack and are potentially sub-
ject to manipulation. Colorado will 
be the first state to require ballots 
from ballot marking devices to be 
tabulated using only human-verifi-
able information and not QR codes.

Unlike Colorado, many states 
do not have safeguards built in to 
catch manipulations. Colorado is 
the only state to have successfully 
conducted a statewide risk-limiting 
audit, in which bipartisan teams 
count randomly selected ballots 
and compare those results to the 
machine tallies of the same ballots.  
This statistically-proven method 

allows Coloradans to have confi-
dence in our state’s election out-
comes and guards against QR code 
manipulation.

There is no evidence that any 
of Colorado’s voting systems have 
been targeted or attacked by mali-
cious actors. By design, in Colora-
do the computers and devices that 
mark and count ballots and votes 
are completely independent from 
online systems. Colorado prohibits 
voting system components from be-
ing directly or indirectly connected 
to the internet, and imposes multi-
ple layers of security to ensure that 
threats are not spread to a tabula-
tion system by other means.

Secretary Griswold’s deci-
sion to move away from QR codes 
furthers Colorado’s status as the 
safest state in the nation to cast a 
ballot.

Hearing Aid Services www.coloradohearingaid.com

• Free Hearing Tests available by appointment        • Walk-ins welcome

Our Specials Our Locations
Entry Level Hearing device Special
• $895 per hearing aid     
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SoundLens In the Canal Hearing Aids
• 100% custom made to fit your ear
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EARS 2 U
Alamosa Office
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Pagosa Springs
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CALL THE HARTFORD TO 
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE 

AND SEE HOW MUCH 
YOU COULD SAVE:

Not a member? If you’re 50
or over, request 

a FREE quote and more 
information today!

Experienced Drivers 50+: You could save 
hundreds* on Auto Insurance when you switch 
to the AARP® Auto Insurance Program from 
The Hartford.

• Rates that reward you for your safe driving

• Exclusive package of benefi ts

• 24/7 Claim Hotline and exceptional claims 
service

* Savings amounts are averages based on information from The Hartford’s AARP Auto Insurance Program customers who became new policyholders between 1/1/16 and 12/31/16 and provided 
data regarding their savings and prior carrier. Your savings may vary.

AARP and its af� liates are not insurers. Paid endorsement. The Hartford pays royalty fees to AARP for the use of its intellectual property. These fees are used for the general purposes of AARP. 
AARP membership is required for Program eligibility in most states. The AARP Automobile Insurance Program from The Hartford is underwritten by Hartford Fire Insurance Company and its af� liates, 
One Hartford Plaza, Hartford, CT 06155. Auto program is currently unavailable in Massachusetts, Canada and U.S. Territories or possessions. Speci� c features, credits and discounts may vary and 
may not be available in all states in accordance with state � lings and applicable law. Applicants are individually underwritten and some may not qualify.

1-877-529-4004
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STATE FARM $383
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 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
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by Mary Lowers
“I’ve been working on the rail-

road all the live-long day,
“I’ve been working on the rail-

road just to pass the time away . . .”
 —Old song

I have always thought it 
would be wonderful to traverse the 
San Luis Valley (SLV) by rail, sit-
ting back in a comfortable seat with 
a big window nearby and watching 
the scenery. 

At the turn of the twentieth 
century railroad tracks ran from 
Poncha Pass to Alamosa and south 
into New Mexico. In 1870, Wil-
liam Jackson Palmer, Supervisor 
of Surveys for the Kansas Pacif-
ic Railroad (R&R) had a dream of 
creating a R&R link running from 
Denver to Mexico City. In the fall 
of 1870 Palmer filed  incorporation 
paperwork for the Denver and Rio 
Grande R&R. He lined up investors 
in the project from as far away as 
Philadelpha and even Europe.Vir-
ginia Simmons, an SLV historian 
said, “At the close of the Civil War 
great energy was turned to another 
dream of empire, this one built on 
iron rails.” Manifest destiny was in 
full force in the country, even in the 
SLV.

In 1881, the Denver and 
Rio Grande R&R’s Valley Line 
came over Poncha Pass to join the 
Marshall Pass mainline to Ori-
ent which is now Valley View Hot 
Springs, part of the Orient Land 
Trust. Iron ore was taken by rail to 
the CF&I Steel Mill in Pueblo from 
the mines near Orient until around 
World War II. Highway 17 running 
north and south on the eastern side 
of the SLV ran close to a standard 
gauge mainline track with narrow 
gauge lines running to meet it car-
rying passengers and freight from 
the east and west sides of the SLV. 
By the end of 1881 rail lines were 
constructed from Villa Grove to An-
tonito.

Moffat was established in 
1890 by the SLV Town and Im-
provement Company. It was seen 
as a good central location for a 
railroad hub between Alamosa and 
Salida. Between 1890 and 1910 
Moffat, named after the Denver 
and Rio Grande Railroad President 
David H. Moffat, was platted and 
soon had become home to a popula-
tion of two thousand people seeking 
new lives. Moffat became known 
as the Queen City of the SLV. Two 
passenger trains arrived at Moffat 
daily and were greeted by a nine-
piece band. Moffat was a center 
for moving cattle in the SLV with 
huge stockyards near the railroad. 
At one time Moffat was the largest 

livestock loading point in the state. 
Things quieted down when truck-
ing took over livestock-hauling, 
and the railroad stopped running 
in the 1950s.

In 1900 a spur line from Mof-
fat to Crestone, then a town of 
around two thousand souls, was 
begun.  The Crestone District was 
riding high back then. The train 
ran from Crestone Junction just 
north of Moffat with tracks ending 
at the high-producing Independent 
Mine located where the Shumei 
Center is today. The Independent 
Mine is said to have yielded five 
thousand ounces of gold from 1899 
to 1902. The narrow gauge rail-
road ending at a turntable in Cot-
tonwood was constructed in 1901 
by the Rio Grande and Sangre de 
Cristo Railroad R&R for the Den-
ver and Rio Grande R&R. There 
were narrow gauge spur lines run-
ning from Bonanza and Creede to 
Moffat  as well as trains  from Cres-
tone. Mineral wealth and cattle 
were the commercial items fueling 
railroad growth in the SLV. Freight 
hauling was where the money was 
and investors counted on freight, 
be it gold or cattle, to pay for the 
cost of R&R construction.

In those days the primary 
sources of R&R freight from the 
Crestone region were the mines 
located in the Cottonwood Creek 
area. The Independent Mine was 
by far the biggest producer in the 
vicinity removed thirty tons of ore 
from its tunnels per hour. It is es-
timated that fifty to eighty million 
in mineral wealth left the Baca by 
rail. Before the R&R, George Har-
lan reports in his history Postmark-

sand Places, “The sand made it 
necessary to use three horse teams 
to get the heavy gold to Moffat.”

 Many of the materials used 
to construct the R&R came from a 
narrow gauge track running over 
La Veta Pass. The rails over the 
pass were switched from narrow to 
standard gauge track. In April and 
May 1901 Narrow gauge tracks 
and a turntable allowing for a train 
to be speedily turned around ar-
rived from from the summit sta-
tion on La Veta Pass. They were 
reinstalled on the Crestone line. 
Seemed like everyone was working 
on the railroads. The R&R boom 
between 1870 and 1890 increased 
employment 98% statewide.

There was one train daily to 
Crestone and Cottonwood. Harlan 
writes, “When the mine closed, the 
Sangre de Cristo and Rio Grande 
R&R found itself without a pay-
ing patron, and passenger income 
was inadequate to maintain rail 
service to the Crestone area.”  The 
Denver and Rio Grande R&R had 
invested some $800,000 in the spur 
line, figuring they would be repaid 
in freight charges, but without gold 
to haul, the R&R could not pay for 

itself. The train stopped running to 
Cottonwood Creek Stamp Mill and 
Crestone about 1913. The tracks 
were removed in 1929, ending hope 
for a return of rail service to Cres-
tone.

The old R&R Station in Cres-
tone located off West Galena Ave, 
became a private home owned by 
the Baca Ranch. Old-time Cresto-
nian Jim Hollmer told me the sto-
ry of how the old depot, located on 
the south side of West Galena Ave., 
burnt down. Jim was up in the 
mountains in “hunting season so 
must have been around October 15, 
I looked back toward town and saw 
smoke.”  Jim realised it was the old 
depot and hightailed it down the 
mountain to help.

Jim recollected, “Red and Ma-
bel Thorne lived in the old depot 
and I knew Red was hunting some-
where on the western slope.” Mabel 
evidently had put hot stove ashes in 
a paper bag or cardboard box which 
she set just outside the building. 
“The wind stirred up a spark in the 
ashes which ignited the fire,’’ Jim 
told me. “People showed up and 
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The old  
train to Crestone

continued on page B-10

Depot and Crestone Creek at Crestone—Baca Grant

San Luis Valley map

Railroad tracks heading into Crestone
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by Kim Malville
October 3: Look to the south-

west about 45 minutes after sun-
set. The waxing crescent moon is 
within a degree and a half of Jupi-
ter. Off to the southwest in a line 
with Jupiter and the moon is the 
red giant, Antares, the heart of the 
Scorpion.

October 4: Off to the left of 
Jupiter is Saturn. This night there 
is a long arc connecting Saturn, Ju-
piter, the moon and Antares, cover-
ing some 30° of the sky.

October 5: Again some 45 
minutes after sunset look to the 
south-southwest where you will 
find the first quarter moon, which 
has moved eastward and is close 
to Saturn, above the handle of the 
Teapot of Sagittarius.

October 13: Full moon.
October 17: The waning 

moon rises in Taurus some 2½ 
hours after sunset. Look east to see 
the moon below the Pleiades and 
close to red Aldebaran.

Oct 21-22: The Orionid me-
teor shower peaks in the evening 
of the twenty-first. The meteors 
radiate out of the hunter Orion’s 
raised club in his right arm, near 
the star Betelgeuse. The tiny par-
ticles that briefly blaze in our sky 
are pieces of Halley’s Comet that 
were carried out by evaporating 
gas and dropped along its orbit. It 
is now near its furthest distance 
from the sun, some 3 billion miles 
from Earth, but its fragments fill 
its elliptical orbit. It will not re-
turn to our vicinity in 2061, but, 
just think, you can catch a glimpse 
of a piece of the most famous of 
all comets on this night! Usually, 
meteor observing is best between 
midnight and dawn, but in this 
case it would be best to get outside 
between mid- and late-evening. 
There should be perhaps 20 Ori-
onids per hour.  You can identify 
them by following their trail back.  
It that track intersects with Orion, 
it’s an Orionid.

Oct 29: Just after sunset look 
to the southwest to see the two-day-
old tiny crescent moon. Nearby will 
be Venus, as an evening-star, which 
will set an hour after the sun.

C o n -
stellation of 
the Month: Cygnus the Swan

Directly overhead at 9pm 
you will find the bright star Den-
eb in the constellation of Cygnus, 
the Swan.  Cygnus is flying to the 
southwest, along the Milky Way. 
Deneb, lying in the tail of the swan, 
is a member of the Summer Trian-
gle, which also contains Vega in the 
constellation of Lyra and Altair in 
Aquila the Eagle.  

Cygnus con-
tains on its long 
neck the first dis-
covered black hole 
known as Cygnus 
X-1. It was located 
using X-ray detec-
tors aboard a rock-
et launched from 
White Sands Mis-
sile Range in New 
Mexico way back 
in 1964 when black 
holes were still 
mythical beasts. 
Because X-ray 
emissions from 
space are blocked 
by the Earth’s at-
mosphere, obser-
vation of celestial 
X-ray sources is 
not possible with-
out lifting instru-
ments to altitudes 
where the X-rays 
can penetrate. 

After many 
decades of inves-
tigation, now we 
know that the 
black hole is no 
long mythical and 
has a mass of 15 
times the mass of 
the sun. Its size 
is truly tiny for a 
star, only about 25 
miles. Such a large mass, contained 
in such a small volume, means that 
its gravitational field is strong 
enough to prevent the escape of an-
ything, including light. 

One fascinating feature of 
this black hole is that it is part of a 
double star system. Its companion 

is a huge blue supergiant, 
some 20 times larger than 
the sun.  It is gravitation-
ally distorted, with a tear-
drop shape, losing matter 
to the black hole. Clumps 
of matter spiral away, and just 
before they are swallowed by the 
black hole, they give off the bursts 
of X-rays that are detected on earth 
some 6000 light years away. We are 
blessed to live at a safe distance 
from this monster.    

Cygnus X-1 was the subject of 
a notorious bet between Stephen 
Hawking and Caltech physicist Kip 
Thorne. Hawking bet against the 
existence of black holes in the re-
gion. Hawking later described this 

as an “insurance policy” of sorts. In 
his book A Brief History of Time he 
wrote: “This was a form of insur-
ance policy for me. I have done a lot 
of work on black holes, and it would 
all be wasted if it turned out that 
black holes do not exist. But in that 
case, I would have the consolation 
of winning my bet, which would 
win me four years of the magazine 
Private Eye. If black holes do exist, 
Kip will get one year of Penthouse.” 
Hawking lost the battle but won 
the war. Black holes do exist! 

This column sponsored by

Kim & Nancy Malville
kimmalville@hotmail.com

Cygnus the Swan. The Greeks associated this 
constellation with the tragic story of Phaethon, the 
son of Helios, the sun god.  After boasting that the 
sun god was his father, Phaethon was challenged 
by his playmates, and sought some kind of proof 
from his father about his parentage. When the god 
promised to grant his son whatever he wanted, he 
insisted on being allowed to drive the sun chariot 
for a day. Helios tried to dissuade Phaethon, telling 
him that even Zeus was not strong enough to steer 
these horses, but reluctantly kept his promise. 
Placed in charge of the chariot, Phaethon was 
unable to control the horses. The Earth first froze 
when the horses climbed too high, but when the 
chariot then scorched the Earth by swinging too 
near, Zeus decided to prevent disaster by striking it 
down with a thunderbolt. Phaethon fell to earth into 
a river and was killed in the process. Phaethon’s 
brother, Cygnus, grieved bitterly and spent many 
days diving into the river to collect Phaethon’s 
bones to give him a proper burial. To assist him the 
gods turned him into a swan. The gods were so 
touched by Cygnus’s devotion to his brother that 
they placed the swan among the stars.    
 image courtesy of the National Science Foundation

The black hole Cygnus X-1 in the neck of the Swan.

A Blue Supergiant star spills matter onto the black hole of Cygnus X-1.

The three bright stars of the Summer Triangle.
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October: 
Fantasy or reality?

Contradictions
October begins with contrasts.  

There is a very positive Grand 
Trine Kite along the axis of the 
Moon’s Nodes (destiny) with sex-
tiles to mystical Neptune and the 
emotional Moon which trine each 
other on October 1.  This could in-
dicate that romantic notions about 
hardships in the past (South Node 
conjunct Saturn) are now perceived 
through rose-colored glasses (Moon 
trine Neptune) where we have re-
written “the facts” into a more ac-
ceptable story.  We may drift into 
a fantasy or a daydream, but don’t 
confuse it with reality. Probably 
there is no harm done, but don’t fall 
for any schemes that are too good to 
be true. On the positive side, this is 
a good aspect for the arts and crea-
tivity, imagination and empathy. It 
may also trigger an interest in eso-
teric subjects, or stimulate psychic 
sensitivities.  If you are sensitive, 
stay away from negative situations 
and people. 

This easy-going feeling occurs 

against a backdrop of stress. While 
the Moon trines Neptune, it also 
opposes Uranus which heightens 
impulsiveness, leading to unsub-
stantiated conclusions. Therefore, 
decisions made around this time 
may be suspect. Miscommunica-
tion can also disrupt relationships 
if you are not careful.  

Another potentially disrup-
tive aspect that lasts for ~2 weeks 
is Mars opposed Chiron.  Although 
this can stimulate curiosity, you 
may act against your better judg-
ment, or you could expect unrea-
sonable perfection in others. Venus 
also squares Pluto, adding intensi-
ty and possible trouble in relation-
ships.

But the most troubling neg-
ative aspect of the first weeks of 
October is a T-square to the Sun 
from the Nodes and Saturn.  Our 
progress may be delayed, detoured, 
obstructed, or misdirected. With 
Sun in Libra until the 23rd, it’s dif-
ficult to make up your mind. 

Full Moon Oct. 13 
The Grand Trine Kite of Nodes 

and Neptune continues, with Mer-
cury (and later Venus) taking the 
place formerly held by the Moon. 
The effect is similarly daydreamy, 

only more mental. This is a sym-
pathetic aspect where you want to 
help others.  Esoteric, spiritual and 
mystical topics are appealing also. 
You may find yourself attracted to 
art, poetry, music, religion or the 
occult, but you will lack the disci-
pline for deep study now.

With Neptune on the Full 
Moon Ascendant (in Washington, 
DC), the national mood is confused. 
It’s unclear what’s happening be-
hind the scenes. Secrets and lies 
are likely. Things look tough with 
a T-square from the Full Moon/Sun 
opposition to stern Saturn/Pluto 
in Cardinal signs. Cardinal means 
action—but probably not well-
thought-out action with an activat-
ed Neptune.

Luckily, Jupiter sits on the 
Washington, DC Midheaven at Full 
Moon, favorably aspecting both 
Sun and Moon.  Let’s hope for some 
mitigating good fortune despite the 
high tension.  However, Jupiter also 
squares Neptune, creating a false 
optimism that encourages reckless 
people to take foolish risks. And Ve-
nus is opposite Uranus, signifying 
stimulating, exciting, perhaps un-
settling short-lived encounters.  

Sun enters Scorpio
On October 23 the Sun enters 

Scorpio, reminding us that it’s time 
to prepare for winter as the days 
shorten. Mars is now in T-square 
to the Nodes, so there is resistance, 
but the Leo Moon trines Uranus 
and Jupiter while sextiling the 

Sun, while Venus trine Neptune 
is romantically inclined. These as-
pects  should lift our spirits!

New Moon—Oct. 27     
The New Moon in Scorpio 

occurs on Sunday, October 27 as 
a Cardinal Grand Square forms 
on the East Coast. (The Colorado 
chart is much less intense.) The 
New Scorpio Moon and Sun oppose 
Uranus. Someone may surprise or 
upset you today as Uranus breeds a 
restlessness that tends to threaten 
relationships and brings visions of 
greener pastures. Relax and have 
some fun because repressing Ura-
nian energies can lead to accidents.

Also Neptune favorably as-
pects the Nodes, fostering intuition 
and nurturing your spiritual path, 
while Chiron trines Mercury, stim-
ulating your curiosity and inven-
tiveness. 

Halloween
We end the month like we be-

gan it—with another Grand Trine 
Kite between Neptune and the 
Nodes but with the Sun now where 
the Moon was on the first of the 
month. Sun trine Neptune is great 
for imaginative costuming. Sepa-
rate from the Kite, Chiron trines 
Venus and Mercury in conjunction, 
a very social combination which in-
dicates that Halloween can be fun 
this year. However, there are some 
cautions. Mars is square Saturn, 
meaning a push-pull struggle, so 
indecision is likely. Mars is also 
square Pluto which can raise anger 
and instigate violence, so be aware 
of your surroundings, and if things 
get ugly, leave!  Look for fun else-
where.

Starr Sightings Astrology

The Trouble Shooter
Master Builder with 44 years experience  

in all phases of construction & repair

David Burrill 719-588-6961
davidburrill11@gmail.com

Photovoltaic & Hot Water Solar  
Design & Installation

 

Construction Consultation & Design      Building Tools Rental

Agua Solar

ph: 719-539-4754   www.ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242

Hometown Building Center

We Deliver !

Betsi “Starr” Sites
Astrology & 

Astrocartography
505-470-9327

PO Box 364, 
Crestone, CO 81131

Starr Sightings
Betsi “Starr” Sites

505-470-9327

Astrology & 
Astrocartography

PO Box 364, 
Crestone, CO 81131

Betsi.Sites@gmail.comBetsi.Sites@gmail.com

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
•Building New Homes•

elinor1320@fairpoint.net
Licensed and Insured

      
      T

ERRAPIN & COMPANY
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
Growing up in different parts 

of the country, Marge Hoglin and 
Joe Buckley each had brief early 
brushes with fame—she at 7 as the 
first child invited onto the national 
TV quiz show, “The $64,000 Ques-
tion,” and he as a teen for rescuing 
two young children in a runaway 
car. Marge and Joe’s stories diverged 
from there and converged years 
later in Colorado. Yet the qualities 
that put them in the 
spotlight back then 
are still traits they 
both carry today: a 
natural inclination 
for going against the 
grain, and a strong 
desire to be of help.

Marge, who 
grew up in West 
Hartford, Connecti-
cut, defied her moth-
er’s idea of what 
a little girl should 
be, “which was to 
be like everyone 
else,” she says, sit-
ting with Joe at the 
kitchen table in the 
Baca home where 
they’ve lived since 
2017. Marge wanted 
to play baseball, but 
in the mid-1950s 
there were no girls’ 
teams. So she mem-
orized baseball sta-
tistics, prompting 
her mother to pro-
pose her for the quiz 
show—where she 
correctly answered 
every question 
about Babe Ruth. Later she was 
challenged by a boy on the first chil-
dren’s spin-off of the show. They tied 
and split the grand prize, enough to 
pay for college for her and her older 
brother.

Ready to reinvent herself away 
from her hometown, Marge enrolled 
in Northwestern University near 
Chicago. There, for the first time, 
she found people of like mind, fel-
low students involved in the coun-
terculture movement, working for 
positive change. With a BA in Eng-
lish she drove a Chicago cab briefly, 
then moved with her first husband 
to rural Boulder County and a back-
to-the-earth lifestyle: goats, chick-
ens, big garden, and eventually two 
children.

Meanwhile, Joe, born in Min-
nesota, moved to the Denver area 
after his parents’ divorce when he 
was 10. One day at 15, driving with 
his learner’s permit, he saw a car 
rolling into the highway, later learn-
ing two young children left alone 
had knocked it out of gear. With a 
semi-truck heading for them, he 
pulled over, jumped out, and pushed 
the car to safety.

In high school Joe lived for a 
year in Boulder with a foster father, 
but often was on his own. “I had to 
be self-reliant,” he says. Later he 
turned his own experience of over-
coming—surviving Vietnam and 
then alcohol and drugs as a young 

adult—into guiding others through 
similar challenges. Over the years, 
mostly in the Boulder area, he 
worked at dozens of jobs, including 
roofer, car dealer, drive-in theater 
projectionist, parking garage man-
ager, and aerial photographer. He 
married and also had two kids.

Marge meantime had shift-
ed gears, earning a masters in 
journalism from CU Boulder and 
then working for a few years as a 

newspaper reporter. Tired of of-
fice politics, she overcame her an-
ti-capitalist mindset and founded a 
publication, Network: The Magazine 
for Colorado Women, which she ran 
for almost four years before selling 
it and working for other magazines.

In 1994 she left the city and 
bought Sunshine Mountain, a de-
funct and rundown retreat center 
south of Rocky Mountain National 
Park, which she fixed up and op-
erated for 14 years. It was a chal-
lenging period, financially and 
otherwise. Yet it “formed a lot of 
my sense of the world,” she says. 
“The most difficult times can be 
when you learn most about your-
self and find strength.” Although 
busy running the center and una-
ble to take part in its spiritual re-
treats, she began reading inspira-
tional books and shaping her own 
spiritual path.

During the off-season Marge 
rented out the facility’s cabins, one 
to an artist named Crow who would 
be her life partner for the next 18 
years. Crow’s longtime friend, Joe 
Buckley, came to visit in 1996, and 
the three became good friends. 
When Marge sold Sunshine Moun-
tain in 2007, she and Crow went 
looking for a place to live and land-
ed in Saguache. There she became 
deeply involved with the commu-
nity, leading the successful effort 
to form the Northern Saguache 

County Library District in 2010. In 
2012 she purchased two dilapidated 
buildings on 4th Street and estab-
lished Saguache Works, the non-
profit that now owns the buildings 
and continues to operate the 4th 
Street Food Store, thrift store, and 
exercise studio.

Joe was living southwest of 
Boulder in 2007 when he suffered 
a stroke. Unable to work full-time 
after recovering and with no social 
services in the area at the time, he 
found himself offering his neighbors 
assistance they otherwise wouldn’t 
have—taking care of a 95-year-old 
woman who lived alone and helping 
fellow vets, among others. Occa-
sionally he visited Crow and Marge 
in Saguache, especially after Crow 
became ill. On his deathbed, Crow 
suggested that if Joe still cared for 
Marge—as he knew Joe had when 
they were younger—he wanted 

them to be together. 
Crow died in 2015.

Wanting to 
start their new life 
in a different place, 
Marge and Joe 
moved to Crestone, 
both feeling immedi-
ately at home here. 
“It’s a positive com-
munity, people try-
ing to help everyone 
do better,” Joe says. 
For his part, he has 
served the Crestone 
Food Bank by us-
ing his truck to pick 
up food and helping 
build a walkway and 
gazebo at the organ-
ization’s new facil-
ity. He volunteers 
with the Crestone 
End of Life Project 
(CEOLP) and is on 
the POA’s Firewise 
and Environmental/

Architectural committees. And he 
looks for opportunities to help in-
dividuals—on this morning he was 
about to assist Eddie High with re-
pairs to Eddie’s trash truck.

In Crestone Marge jumped 
into volunteering as well. She was 
part of the team that attempted 
to revive the CB Village initiative 
aimed at connecting volunteers 
with local residents with needs; she 
volunteers with the Crestone Food 
Bank and with CEOLP, and is on 
the board of Friends of the Library. 
Her non-volunteering time is spent 
hiking, gardening, with book clubs, 
Scrabble groups, yoga, and travel 
with Joe, often to visit the couple’s 
combined five grandchildren. Smil-
ing, she says, “I’m trying to find a 
balance between being involved, 
engaged, and active—but not in 
charge.”

Marge Hoglin & Joe Buckley:
Eventful lives converge in love & service

Who We Are

When not doing community volunteer work, Marge and Joe enjoy traveling. Here they 
explore Juno, Alaska, during an Inside Passage cruise.

Joe and Marge with Joe’s daughter, Amber, and grandchil-
dren.

Marge with her son, Thomas Lastic, daughter Alice Jones, 
and grandchildren.
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Firewise funding approved, 
larger projects possible

by Daniel S. Johnson
SOF2, DIVS
I want to thank the Saguache 

County Commissioners and the 
local residents who supported the 
dispersion of Firewise funding dur-
ing the public comment period. We 
have another excellent team this 
year to perform wildfire hazard 
assessments and hands-on mitiga-
tion projects to help protect homes 
and lives throughout the county.

Due to policy changes on the 
federal level, we will be able to do 
larger projects such as fuel breaks 
in strategic locations to help drop 
crowning fires to the ground be-
fore plowing into highly populat-
ed areas (as long as these projects 
are targets of the new Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan). These 
changes will benefit both the 
Baca and the town of Crestone, 
as fire-educated folks and experts 
from Colorado State Forest Service 
have identified vulnerable areas 
which could be exposed to extreme 
fire impacts.

I totally approve of the Baca 
Grande’s greenbelt mitigation 

projects in which dead and down 
trees which ignite easily and lead 
fire into the canopies are being 
removed. With the aid of state ex-
perts, they are thinning crowded 
junipers which have proliferated 
from 120 years of fire prevention 
and are choking out the cotton-
woods. This thinning will improve 
wildlife habitat and forest health. 
The Firewise team will coordinate 
in any way we can with these ef-
forts.

Scheduled controlled burns on 
the Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
will also remove overgrown fuels 
adjacent to Chalet 3 structures. 
All these efforts together will re-
duce the probability of a major ca-
tastrophe such as the Camp Fire in 
California last year, which killed 
85 residents and destroyed over 
18,000 structures, or the Spring 
Creek Fire on La Veta Pass which 
incinerated 140 homes.

To receive a free wildfire as-
sessment of your home, call 719-
480-9764. We should be up and 
running by October.

	
	

The	2019	Saguache	County	Firewise	Team	

Call	(719)	480-9764	for	free	wildfire	hazard	assessment	
	

	

	
	

Fire in Colorado pinion/juniper forest 2017. 

Great Sand Dunes National Park 
& Preserve finalizes plan for 
managing elk & bison 

On September 16, 2019, the 
National Park Service (NPS) re-
leased its Record of Decision for 
the Great Sand Dunes Nation-
al Park and Preserve Ungulate 
Management Plan Environmen-
tal Impact Statement (UMP 
EIS). This is a public compre-
hensive plan to manage elk and 
bison in the park.  

The plan’s selected action 
(as outlined in the Record of De-
cision) provides the NPS with 
tools to alter elk distribution 
in the park while continuing to 
allow public elk hunting in the 
preserve. Additionally, the NPS 
plans on partnering with The 
Nature Conservancy as it as-
sumes responsibilities of manag-
ing bison density and distribu-
tion in the park. Over the long 
term, the NPS will adaptively 
manage elk and bison to meet 
desired conditions for wetland 
ecological integrity.

“We look forward to work-
ing with the public and our part-
ners to implement this plan,” 
said Great Sand Dunes Super-
intendent Pamela Rice. “By 
working together with Colora-

do Parks and Wildlife, US Fish 
and Wildlife Service, The Nature 
Conservancy and tribes, we can 
help each other meet our mutual 
goals for elk and bison manage-
ment and conservation.”

Elk and bison have long 
been present in the park. The elk 
herd in the eastern San Luis Val-
ley has grown to more than 5,000 
and The Nature Conservancy 
manages approximately 1,700 
bison on the Medano Ranch. 
Historic levels of elk are leading 
to adverse impacts on sensitive 
areas of the park, including the 
wetland vegetation communi-
ties where the existing bison 
herd spends a disproportionate 
amount of time. This plan will 
support the long-term protection 
of resources and is compatible 
with activities across the broad-
er eastern San Luis Valley land-
scape, to the extent practicable. 

The UMP EIS, Record of 
Decision and other reference 
documents can be found on the 
NPS Planning Environment and 
Public Comment (PEPC) website 
at https://parkplanning.nps.gov/
grsa_ungulates.

Open Mon-Fri 8-5

200 East 1st Street, Salida CO 81201    719-539-5384

Michelin Defender LTX

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 
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Elders living the dream     
Part I:  Imagine living in place

by Tom deMers with 
Richard Sanderson
One of the ways we imagine 

the future is living in a home that 
we own, one we’ve fully paid for. It 
doesn’t take a survey to know that, 
but the AARP did one in 2010 and 
found that 90% of respondents pre-
ferred to live independently in their 
own home for as long as possible. 
Why not? It’s our nest, our comfort 
zone. But the facts indicate that eco-
nomic necessity will push many of 
us out of the nest as we get older. 
And as the many who are getting 
older—10,000 people turn 65 every 
day, now and for years to come—are 
forced to sell the nest, where and 
how will they live? The landscape 
of available options is not comfort-
ing, but one model called “aging in 
place” most nearly resembles living 
independently in a place of one’s 
own. It’s the model Crestone Peak 
Community Housing (CPCH) plans 
to create as Living Wisdom Village 
in the town of Crestone. Living Wis-
dom, because that’s what elders 
embody, a village of elders creating 
community for the benefit of all.

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention defines Ag-
ing in Place (AIP) as the concept of 
aging in one’s own home safely, com-
fortably and independently, irrespec-
tive of age, ability level or income. 
Richard Sanderson, AIP national 
consultant and CPCH board mem-
ber states, “We are challenged to 
meet our aging population’s demand 
for quality living environments. 

Housing that is affordable, physical-
ly accessible, well-located and coor-
dinated with services and supports 
is difficult to find. The challenge is 
often complicated when paired with 
an already developed decline in our 
capacity to manage activities of daily 
living (ADL). Communities that de-
velop resources specifically for sen-
iors support their independence and 
encourage all of us to consider our 
AIP needs in advance, reducing the 
risk of homelessness and premature 
admission to nursing facilities.”

Let’s consider how a popula-
tion of “homeless” older folks will 
become a reality. Primarily, the in-
dependence they took for granted 
when they were younger did not 
last. The body at forty is not the 
body at sixty; at seventy the word 
frail begins to apply, and the cost of 
independent living rises according-
ly. Personal assistance becomes nec-
essary, and we’re not even talking 
about the price of health insurance 
or costly pharmaceuticals. “The 
expenses associated with aging in 
one’s home are often unanticipat-
ed and grossly underestimated. To 
meet the very basic needs associat-
ed with daily living a person can ex-
pect to pay greater than $20,800 out 
of pocket each year.” (Sanderson)

In short, the costs of daily liv-
ing associated with aging—not cov-
ered by Medicare because they are 
not “skilled nursing services”— will 
drive many persons to sell their 
homes, leaving them in the position 
of renters still having to pay for ba-
sic support services (ADLs) or send 
them into the arms of the assisted 
living industry which will provide 
ADL services at a basic annual cost 
of about $43,000. (Sanderson). That 
said, the dream of living in place 
is within reach everywhere that 
creativity and cooperation guide 
planning. Part Two of this article 
next month will describe the many 
flavors of aging in place around the 
country, as well as the design taking 
shape for Living Wisdom Village in 
Crestone. 

Heart of the Rockies 
Regional Medical Center 
expands psychiatry services

Ronie Schafer, a psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner, will 
offer telepsychiatry services for Heart of the Rockies Regional Medical 
Center patients, beginning Sept. 18. She will collaborate with Dr. Joshua 
Hogins of HRRMC Psychiatry Services to better meet the mental-health 
needs of the community.

Schafer will offer psychiatric medication management via video-
conference from the HRRMC Psychiatry office in the Salida hospital’s 
Outpatient Pavilion at 1000 Rush Drive.

“It’s a widely known fact that there is a nationwide shortage of 
psychiatric providers. We are so fortunate that we employ Dr. Hogins, 
an excellent psychiatrist. However, the demand for his clinic services 
has grown to the point that one provider can no longer keep up. Con-
sequently, we made the decision to expand our outpatient psychiatric 
services through Ronie Schafer, a telepsychiatric nurse practitioner,” 
said HRRMC Vice President of Business Development Peter Edis. “Ad-
vancements in televideo technology, coupled with access to a highly qual-
ified provider, make this an ideal option to help meet the demand. Both 
providers will focus primarily on medication management. Patients who 
need mental health counseling will be referred to Solvista Health and/or 
one of the private providers in the community.”

Schafer has a master’s degree in public health and a bachelor’s 
degree in nursing from the University of Northern Colorado in Gree-
ley. She then earned a master’s degree in the psychiatric mental health 
nurse practitioner program at the University of Colorado Denver. She is 
board certified as a psychiatric mental health nurse practitioner.

“Psychiatry is a natural fit for telehealth services. In this model, 
patients are able to come to the clinic, have their vital signs taken by 
the nursing team, and then see a provider in a real-time, face-to-face 
televideo session. The session involves an assessment, diagnosis and 
treatment,” said Schafer. “Patients can expect the same level of care 
they would receive in a typical office appointment. I have provided telep-
sychiatry services in both outpatient and inpatient settings for a com-
munity mental health center that serves a diverse patient population 
in the Denver Metro Area. I take a clinically appropriate, collaborative 
approach to patient care so that patients feel empowered in their mental 
health choices. I look forward to working with the people of Salida and 
the surrounding communities.”

HRRMC Psychiatry is accepting new patients, and referrals are not 
needed. Common conditions treated include depression, anxiety, sleep 
disturbance, schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and ADHD. For more infor-
mation or to make an appointment, call 719-530-2000.

· Exams and consultations

· EKG testing

· Stress tests

· Coronary calcium scans

· Echocardiograms

· Cardioversion 

HRRMC CARDIOLOGY
HRRMC Outpatient Pavilion  •  1000 Rush Drive, Salida, CO  81201  •  719-530-2000

HRRMC Buena Vista Health Center  •  28374 CR 317, Buena Vista, CO  81211  •  719-395-9048

HRRMC EXPANDS 
HEART PROGRAM

Dr. Berarducci

Dr. Gibson

Dr. Brown

Dr. Mac Kerrow
RAD CONSTRUCTION

RON DUNBAR
Custom Fine Home Building

Remodels Additions Tiny Houses

rndunbar@gmail.com
(719) 256-5342     (415) 446-8980

licensed since 1990  #584333

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:rndunbar@gmail.com
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Female genital mutilation  
in the United States
From the 1800’s to the present

by Diane Bairstow
Every month we are follow-

ing the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment and considering wom-
en’s issues then and now. In Oc-
tober 1919 the states ratified the 
Amendment.

We think of female genital 
mutilation (FGM), or female cir-
cumcision, as something that goes 
on in middle eastern and African 
tribal cultures, but it also has a 
dark history in England and the 
United States. In the 19th and ear-
ly 20th centuries it was regularly 
performed and touted as a legit-
imate medical procedure to treat 
myriad health issues experienced 
by women. 

FGM includes a variety of 
mutilations performed on female 
genitalia. This article deals pri-
marily with clitoridectomy, which 
is defined as surgical removal, re-
duction, or partial removal of the 
clitoris. In some instances, only the 
clitoral hood is removed, in others 
the entire clitoris. 

During the Victorian era, mas-
turbation was taboo and considered 
a perversion—even more reprehen-
sible in women than in men.  Med-
ical opinion was that women would 
never admit to masturbating, how-
ever, if women complained of, “leuc-
orrhoea, uterine haemorrhage, fall-
ing of the womb, cancer, functional 
disorders of the heart, spinal irrita-
tion, palpitations, hysteria, convul-
sions, haggard features, emaciation, 
debility, mania . . .” masturbation 
was the cause, according to the edi-
tor of the New Orleans Medical and 
Surgical Journal. The remedy was 
clitoridectomy. 

Clitoridectomy performed 
to help the husband find the 
clitoris

It’s difficult to know how 
widespread the practice was as it 
is a relatively simple procedure 
that can be done in a doctor’s office. 
According the Sarah Rodriguez, 
author of the book Female Circum-
cision and Clitoridectomy in the 
United States, it began in the mid-
1800s and continued through the 
1950s. In 1959 W. G Rathmann, 
M.D. published “Female Circumci-
sion: Indications and a New Tech-
nique” in which he proposed cli-
toridectomy (removal of the entire 
clitoris) as a remedy for masturba-
tion in young girls and (removal of 
the clitoral hood) as a marital aid 
to help husbands locate their wives’ 
clitorises, however, according to 
women who have had this second 
procedure, they reach orgasm im-
mediately and any further physical 
contact becomes painful; contact 
with undergarments or clothing 
causes pain and irritation also. 

An unintended consequence 
(I presume) of all types of FGM 
is difficulty in childbirth. Genital 
scar tissue doesn’t stretch and this 
makes it extremely difficult, if not 
impossible, to give birth naturally, 
and the life of the mother and child 
are endangered.

Federal ban on FGM ruled 
unconstitutional

Two Michigan doctors, Dr. Ju-
mana Nagarwala and Dr. Fakhrud-
din Attar, accused of FGM were 
brought to trial last December in 
a federal court. They were accused 
of cutting at least nine minor girls 
in Attar’s Detroit clinic. U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Bernard Friedman dis-
missed the case, and in his 28-page 
decision, he concluded that the 
Federal government “overstepped 
its bounds” in its 1996 law. It was 
Friedman’s judgement that FGM is 
a “local criminal activity,” and thus 
should be regulated by the states, 
but 24 states do not regulate it.

Although Rodriguez says 
FGM ended in the 50s, there is 
evidence to suggest it continues to 
this day in white, Christian com-
munities. Jennifer, a woman in her 
forties, has launched a campaign to 
ban FGM in her home state of Ken-
tucky. She grew up in a conserva-
tive evangelical church where her 
father was a minister. She and her 
sister were cut when Jennifer was 
five. “We were taught men were the 
leaders and God made women to be 
submissive,” she told the Thomson 
Reuters Foundation by phone.

In search of the perfect va-
gina

In an article for Women’s 
Health Care, “Female Cosmetic 
Genital Surgery: In Search of the 
Perfect Vulva,” (December 2018), 
Brooke M. Faught states that the 
U.S. “dominates all other countries 
in the annual number of aesthetic 
and cosmetic surgical procedures 
performed.” In 2016 “there were 
more than 4 million aesthetic and/

or cosmetic procedures performed, 
an increase of 9% over the previous 
year.”

Artists have taken up the 
cause of drawing attention to the 
differences and the beauty of the 
female anatomy.  “The Great Wall 
of Vagina,” by Jamie McCartney 
is a sculpture made from plas-
ter casts of 400 vulvas dedicated 
to “Changing female body image 
through art.” It was intended to 
“push back against the idea of sur-
gically ‘perfecting’ female sexuality 
and biology.” 

Does anything ever really 
change?

Here we are in the 21st cen-
tury and a male judge decrees the 
federal ban on FGM to be uncon-
stitutional. Women are still being 
cut in the United States, Christian 
women as well as Muslims and oth-
er immigrants. And, in this age of 
female empowerment, women seek 
to sculpt their genitals into some 
imagined idea of perfection instead 
of celebrating their beauty and dif-
ferences. 

Renee Bergstrom was 3 years old when 
her mother, concerned that she was 
masturbating, took her to the doctor, who 
“fixed her.” At 15 she consulted a doctor 
“regarding a tugging sensation from my 
scar tissue. Unknowingly, I went to the 
same clinic where the clitoridectomy 
was performed and the doctor shamed 
me with a booklet titled The Sin of Self-
Pleasuring.

Clit clipper.
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by Matie Belle Lakish
When anyone mentions organ-

ic farms of Saguache County, Green 
Earth Farm is usually what comes 
to mind. Tom and Lillian McCrack-
en have been leading the way since 
the 1980s by providing organic pro-
duce and herbal preparations grown 
on their farm west of Saguache. Few 
knew that they were also developing 
property that they have owned on 
San Isabel Creek into a thriving lo-
cal mini-farm that provides produce 
to Elephant Cloud and other local 
markets. A couple of years ago, they 
sold the Saguache farm, downsized 
commercial production, and are 
now focusing on creating a garden 
paradise only a short distance from 
Crestone. Tom was kind enough to 
show me around one beautiful Sep-
tember weekend.

The first thing that impressed 
me was the driveway. No bulldoz-
ers used here. The driveway winds 
through and around piñons and 
junipers for nearly a mile before it 
crosses San Isabel Creek, which is 
one of the water sources for Tom’s 
gardens. When I finally pull into 
a parking spot, Tom greets me in 
his usual overalls and cap, and we 
start out through some young trees, 
ripening fruit weighing down the 
branches. Even in this year with 
late spring frosts that killed many 
fruit blossoms, Tom’s 70 or so fruit 
trees are bearing abundantly. Most 
trees were planted seven years ago 
and are now fruiting. I see apples, 
pears, peaches, plums—several va-
rieties of each. But we keep moving, 
and Tom points out a melon patch. 
The melons are small, he says, but 
to me they look amazing, as I have 
tried several times to grow mel-
ons without success. Honeydews 
and cantaloupes sprawl across the 
ground, with most ranging from 4 
to 6 inches in diameter. I ask about 
varieties, and Tom mentions Di-
vergent cantaloupes. We pass more 
shrubs, and I recognize Hawthorn, 
a young tree with red berries that 
are therapeutic for one’s heart. 

We continue down the gently 
sloping hill into a large raspberry 
patch. Several rows of raspberries 
are bearing, and Tom invites me 
to sample. Very sweet! Varieties 
are Autumn Bliss and Red Wing. 
Below that are the strawberries. I 
have seen such strawberries in the 
mid-west, that is, rows about 2 to 3 
feet wide, with few weeds and paths 
in between the rows. Tom says he 
picked and sold many boxes of ber-
ries this year. He grows Sparkle and 
Honeoye, but has better luck with 
Sparkle. While it is easy to walk be-
tween the rows of berries, and thus 
easy to reach to pick them, I saw soil 
rather than mulch, as I have often 
seen in other patches. I ask Tom if 
he does this all himself. He says he 
has a helper, someone he met at one 
of the seed exchanges.

Another thing I notice is sprin-
klers. Tom has both surface water 
rights from San Isabel Creek and 
well rights. He has shallow ditches 
along the sides of many large beds 

and he can divert water into ditch-
es like many of the bigger farms in 
the valley. He also has a substantial 
well that allows him to use sprin-
klers. Such water rights allow Tom 
to keep his plants well hydrated 
and thus growing consistently, and 
it shows in the size of his fruits. 

By now we have arrived at the 
vegetable beds. Tom has recently 
dug his onions. He plants Candy, 
a large yellow onion, and Caber-
net, a red. Most bulbs are 4 to 6 
inches in diameter, and are laid 
out in long rows to dry in the sun. 
We see squash, and I recognize my 
favorite, Delicata, a winter-keep-
er variety that I have struggled to 
grow. Tomatoes are doing well. I see 
a few that are at least 6 inches in 
diameter. Tom points out a German 
Striper that is probably 8 inches. 
Another large one is Black Prince. 
I ask Tom about his seed sources, 
as I have seldom heard of some of 
the varieties he is mentioning. His 
favorite source is a seed company 
close to the Canadian border in up-
state New York called St. Lawrence 
Nursery. Later, I see one of the cat-
alogs, and it is easy to see why he 
likes it. It has an amazing variety 
of fruits, especially apples. Unfor-
tunately, Tom said, the owners are 
retiring and the business will not 
continue. 

Green chilis! These beauties 
are about 10 inches long, and Tom 
says Lillian really likes them. Per-
sonally, I have found them hard to 
produce at this altitude, but these 
are as large as any coming from fur-
ther south. 

We have now come to the part 
of the garden where Tom is raising 
vegetables to be sold locally. I in-
quire about markets, as I know Tom 
made a living from his farm and 
paid people to work on it for many 
years. He said that when he had 
the farm he worked hard at devel-
oping markets, operating as Grow-
er’s Organic, and going as far north 
as Denver and south to Santa Fe. 
Since 2005 they shipped fresh pro-
duce twice a week both north and 
south, but now, after downsizing his 
operation, he sells most of his pro-

duce locally, often through Elephant 
Cloud market. Tom says a popular 
item is his greens mix, which re-
quires sequential plantings. Fa-
vorites are Radicchio and Frisee, as 
well as other salad greens for the 
heirloom market. Tom works hard 
to maintain his reputation for top 
quality, even though the finished 
product may be a little more expen-
sive than produce sold through the 
mass market.

All the plants are amazingly 
healthy, and I inquire about how he 
feeds his soil. He replies that they 
put in four truckloads of compost 
from Compost Technologies, a local 
compost operation, when they were 
first building the soil. Now he gives 
each planting a bit of kelp when 
planting, and occasionally some Es-
partan, an organic fertilizer. 

I am curious about his solution 
to wildlife, especially since this ex-
tensive garden is in the middle of 
a forest. There is an 8’ woven wire 
fence around the perimeter, but I 
know from experience that bears 
can break down fences to get such 
succulent apples as his trees are 
producing. However, Tom says wild-
life have not been a big problem. 
Apparently, the local bears are all 
busy in Crestone. 

The fruit trees are bearing 
abundantly, and the plums and 
apples I taste are plump and juicy. 
Some are planted along his ditch-
es, which gives them a consistent 
source of water. Some of the varie-
ties are familiar, such as Reliance 
and Contender peaches. Others 
I have never heard of, such as the 
September Ruby and Black Oxford 
apples and the Hudar pear. What 
surprises me, however, is that many 
varieties I see are usually recom-

mended for warmer 
climates. Tom’s gar-
dens slope toward the 
southwest, which is 
practically ideal for 
maximum sunshine, 
and the piñons sur-
rounding the garden 
give some protec-
tion from cold winter 
winds. By removing 
trees to let in more 
sunlight, Tom has cre-
ated an ideal growing 
space for this climate. 

After seeing the 
gardens, we tour the 
buildings. The new 
greenhouse has toma-
toes and peppers, as 
well as several boxes 
of sunflower sprouts 
that will be cut and 

sold at Elephant Cloud. In front of 
the greenhouse is a large flower gar-
den in full bloom. These, too, are for 
sale, for weddings and such. Gar-
deners usually grow food for person-
al use, but Tom thinks as a farmer 
must—what will make a profit? 

We go to the new root cellar, 
and Tom shows me the collection of 
manos and pieces of metates that 
he has incorporated into the stucco 
on the outside of the structure. This 
site was previously used by Native 
Americans who left their stone tools 
as evidence of their presence. Did 
they also have gardens here? Inside, 
the cellar is cool and dark, ideal 
for storing roots and other veggies 
through the winter. 

The last building I see has 
three large rooms—a work room 
with refrigeration and an ice ma-
chine that is used for transplanting, 
sorting, and packing plants for ship-
ment. A darker room holds jars with 
Lillian’s tinctures and ingredients 
for salves. Solar panels on the slope 
behind the building power all their 
operations here. Tom says they have 
24 batteries providing 2 volts each. 
This powers all their refrigeration 
equipment, including the ice maker. 
However, they rely on insulation to 
keep things cold at night. 

My tour is done, and I am very 
grateful to Tom for taking time to 
show me their new place and ex-
plain how they produce so much 
food. I am totally impressed! I also 
recognize that not everything I 
have seen can be explained logical-
ly. There is magic going on here, as 
well. Some people have an instinct 
for communicating with plants, un-
derstanding their needs, and help-
ing them fulfill their lives. Tom is 
one of those people. 

Onions drying, with salad greens to the left.

Greenhouse with flowers and a fine row of lettuces.

Tom in front of his root cellar with manos 
and metates on wall. 

GardenGuru
Green Earth Farm—The new gardens

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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got everything out, even the re-
frigerator.” Mabel suddenly re-
membered Red’s saddle was up-
stairs and Jim put a ladder up to 
a window of the burning building, 
climbed up and crawled in sav-
ing the saddle. “Bill Hutchinson 
and Bill Stewart were there and 
we were worried about a kero-
sene tank on the side of the house 
catching fire and exploding. We 
shot a hole in the side of the tank 
to release the pressure so it did not 
blow up.”

With tracks and depot gone 
the Sangre de Cristo and Rio 
Grande R&R became an obscure 
piece of Crestone and SLV history. 
When you go down to Alamosa you 
can see Denver and Rio Grande 

R&R’s engine 169 on display at the 
entrance to Cole Park as you cross 
the bridge over the Rio Grande. 
This train is reported to have been 
one of the fastest narrow gauge 
engines ever built. It operated for 
fifty years and travelled on the 
rails linking Alamosa with mining 
centers such as Bonanza, Cres-
tone, Creede and Orient. 

In the 1930s a short section of 
track was converted to dual gauge 
so narrow gauge and standard 
gauge locomotives could use the 
route. While most of the route was 
abandoned in 1951 the dual gauge 
line to Hooper or the Hooper spur 
line ran until 1959. The railroads 
in the SLV brought in settlers 
and took out mineral wealth and 
cattle, adding significantly to the 
wealth and culture of the region.

Train to Crestone
continued from page B-1

Hand cart on Crestone-to-Cottonwood Creek Independence Mine.
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What do herbalists do in the 
fall when flowers have gone by 
and plants are dried and with-
ered?  We dig roots and gather 
seeds and berries, of course!  In 
the fall the energy of the plant 
goes back into the roots, having 
already produced seeds, and so 
it’s ideal for digging up roots.

When you dig the root you 
of course kill that plant, so con-
sider carefully which plants can 
handle having their numbers re-
duced.  It’s not so crucial with the 
so called invasive weeds.  Much 
more so with natives that are 
not easily cultivated and whose 
numbers may already be in dan-
ger from over-harvesting.  Let’s 
commit to being guardians of the 

medicinal plants in our area, and 
protecting those stands that are 
so easily decimated.

Dandelion roots make a great 
tea, tincture or even capsules for 
healing the liver.  It’s a great liv-
er tonic, so helpful for any kind 
of liver stress or toxicity.  And in 
this day and age we all have liver 
stress and toxicity!  Dried, roast-
ed dandelion roots make a great 
coffee substitute, or addition to 
coffee.  They still retain most of 
their medicinal properties as well.  
Roast the roots in the oven at a 
low temperature until they are 
brown and crispy.  

Mullein roots have been 
used for bed wetting in children 
and incontinence in older people.  

The best time 
to harvest is af-
ter the first year, 
before the plant 
sends up a stalk 
and blooms.  

Nettle roots 
can be helpful for 
enlarged pros-
tate.  

Burdock root 
is great to eat in 
stir-frys or stews.  
It’s also a lovely 
cooling liver herb.  
Although I hav-
en’t seen burdock 
growing here in 
Crestone, it does 
grow in other 
parts of Colorado.

Have you 
ever heard of a 
hori hori?  A hori 
hori is a great tool for digging 
roots.  It’s a Japanese “weeding 
knife”.  Look for it online, in gar-

den stores or hardware stores.  
When digging roots, make 

sure you know what plant it is.  
It’s easier to make mistakes when 
the greenery has died back.  Clean 
and dry the roots thoroughly.  
It’s good to chop the roots before 
they’re fully dry as some become 
too hard to chop later.

Enjoy!
Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 

herbalist and natural healer, also 
working with Plant Spirit Med-
icine, Intuitive Energy Healing 
and ‘The Journey’ cellular heal-
ing.  For an appointment call 719-
937-7786 or visit www.rootsof-
healing.com.

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate • 116 S. Alder Street  Suite A, Box 356 Crestone, CO 81131
www.SangreD.com • vivia@SangreD.com

1939 Lone Pine Way
Exquisite custom one bedroom home on 

4.5 acres. Private. Adjacent to greenbelt. 

Custom finishes throughout. $225,000

3511 Enchanted Way. 2 bedroom, 
1 bath. Tongue and groove vaulted 
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75 Dragoon. Urban farm! 
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512 E Mica. Comfortable 1 bedroom 
cabin in private town location. Full 

solar, well.  $144,000

(719) 256-5800

123 Skyview Way
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Scan the QR 
code for more 

information 
on this listing!

17567 County Road 71
Classic Crestone mountain cabin built in 
1963, outside of Crestone town limits

$125,000
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125 Azurite Trail. Large master bedroom 
with 1/2 bath and walk-out deck. Energy 
efficient construction with many custom 

features.  $215,000  $195,000
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LISTING!

Vivia Lawson
Broker Owner

Nick Nevares
Broker Associate

Sangre de Cristo
Real Estate
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collaborating to build 
a vibrant community

1894C Sun Valley Overlook $19,000

160 acres 01 County Road G $78,500

160 acres 02 County Road G $78,500

1504C Camino Real $14,500

80 Acres on County Road T

$175,000

51952 County Road T
$52,500

3530 & 3531
Camino del Rey $12,500

41555 County Road T
$259,000

Land

Under Contract

NEW 

LISTING!
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2271 Big Sands Way
2 bedroom 1 1/2 bath. Private Chalet I 

location. Greenbelt on two sides. Beautiful 
mountain and valley views. $165,000

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
Roots & fruits

Hori hori, a Japanese root digging tool.

Crossword solution from page B-17.
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Climate Solutions: Carbon farming 
from the 
Pesticide Action Network
Our current industrial agri-

culture system is contributing to 
the root causes of climate change. 
According to the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), agriculture accounts for 
almost one third of human-gen-
erated greenhouse gas emissions. 
What’s often overlooked is that 
regenerative agriculture or agroe-
cology—the science and practice of 
applying ecological concepts, prin-
ciples and indigenous knowledge 
to the design and management of 
farming—is key to mitigating car-
bon emissions and to reducing the 
amount of carbon already in our at-
mosphere.

Farmers, scientists and 
thought leaders are urging us to-
wards a particular host of agri-
cultural methods, termed “carbon 
farming,” as perhaps our best shot 
at slowing down the current cli-
mate changes.

Soil is our carbon store-
house

Carbon serves as the founda-
tional element in our bodies and in 
the plants and animals we depend 
upon for sustenance. The carbon 
components of soil, referred to as 
“organic matter,” bond with nutri-
ents and water to make them avail-
able for plants. These are essential 
to plant growth. The higher level 
of organic matter, the more fertile 
the soil.  “Carbon farming” encom-
passes land management and con-
servation practices that accelerate 
and enhance the capacity of soil to 
retain carbon. With the right meth-
ods, carbon can be sequestered 
long-term in soils—for decades, 
centuries or more.

Losing soil carbon, releas-
ing CO2

Common agricultural prac-
tices such as plowing and tillage 
increase the rate of organic matter 
loss and release of carbon into the 

air in the form of carbon dioxide. In 
2011, the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) reported: 

“Tilling the soil is equivalent 
of an earthquake, hurricane, tor-
nado and forest fire occurring si-
multaneously to the world of soil 
organisms. Simply stated, tillage is 
bad for the soil.”

Due to the heavy reliance on 
tillage in today’s industrial agricul-
ture system, and land use shifts to 
accommodate monocultures, soil is 
rapidly losing organic matter and 
associated fertility. The world’s 
farm soils have lost an estimat-
ed 50-70% of their original carbon 
stock. And while the world’s popu-
lation is projected to jump from 7 
billion to 9 billion by 2050, median 
crop yields are likely to decline by 
about 2% per decade through 2100, 
according to the IPCC.

Regaining ground with 
carbon farming

In his book The Carbon Farm-
ing Solution, completed shortly 
after the 2015 climate talks, Eric 
Toensmeier presents solid, scientif-
ic evidence of the great potential for 
highly diverse agriculture to both 
mitigate and reverse the current 
trajectory of climate change.

The data show that, if im-
plemented on a larger scale than 
currently practiced, regenerative 
agriculture—from tropical home 
gardens to temperate permacul-
ture—could “draw down” more 
than 100 billion tons of carbon into 
the soil. That’s equal to 367 billion 
tons of carbon dioxide (CO2), which 
would indeed bring us back from 
our current climate change tip-
ping point. Climate scientists re-
port that to reverse the disastrous 
course we’re now on, we need to 
draw down an estimated 200 bil-
lion metric tons of CO2.

“If implemented on a larg-
er scale, regenerative agriculture 
could draw down more than 100 
billion tons of carbon into soil.”

Weathering climate 
change

Carbon farming not only of-
fers the potential to sequester great 
quantities of carbon currently in 
the atmosphere. Bringing carbon 
into soil also improves the soil’s 
ability to capture water. This can 
help prevent runoff during floods 
and increase water retention dur-
ing times of drought.

Additionally, the benefits of 
carbon farming overlap with those 
of regenerative farming, which pro-
tects water resources, pollinators 
and wildlife habitat, and improves 
soil quality and productivity.

Carbon farming in practice
While encompassing many of 

the practices of regenerative farm-
ing, or agroecology, carbon farming 
explicitly emphasizes methods that 
effectively sequester carbon.

Perennial grain and other 
crops—cereals, pulses (including 
beans), oil seeds, tubers—grow year 
after year without any human dis-
turbance to the soil, allowing it to 
maintain its structure and hold car-
bon. In contrast, our typical grain 
production relies on use of annual 
crops—corn, soy and wheat—often 
under energy-intensive production 
systems that rely heavily on the use 
of tillage.

Agroforestry is the integra-
tion of trees and shrubs into annual 
crop production. Agroforestry sys-
tems offer the most robust version 
of carbon farming, sequestering by 
far the greatest amount of carbon at 
10 to 40 times the best annual crop-
ping or managed grazing systems.

“No-till” systems focus on al-
ternatives to using plows, instead 
disturbing the soil as little as pos-
sible. Singing Frogs Farm in Sebas-
topol, CA is a shining example of a 

successful farming business using 
no tillage, instead relying on prac-
tices like using hand tools for soil 
aeration, cover cropping, mulching 
and compost application.

Livestock rotation avoids over-
grazing, which destroys grasslands 
and the underlying soils. Without 
abundant, actively photosynthesiz-
ing plants, no new carbon can en-
ter the soil. But rotational grazing 
methods, combined with compost 
application, has been shown to in-
crease the net ecosystem carbon 
storage.

Biochar is charcoal, a natural 
byproduct of forest fires, used for 
agricultural purposes. Throughout 
history, studies illustrate charcoal 
enhances soil’s ability to retain nu-
trients, water, and increase carbon 
levels. As a stable form of carbon, 
charcoal (also known as biochar) 
can last in soils for up to 10,000 
years.

crestonebacaresiliency.net

 “Someone ought to do it, 
buy why should I?”

 “Someone ought to do it, 
so why not I?”
- Annie Besant

A farm in Uruguay where citrus are being intercropped with eucalyptus, from the cover 
of The Carbon Farming Solution by Eric Toensmeier.

Carbon farming is a way to transfer excess carbon out of the atmosphere (where it is 
causing a lot of harm) and store it in the soil, where it has a lot of benefits.

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

  U-Haul

Locally owned and operated 
since 1988

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

 WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES  

KEEP CALM

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS

719-539-3585        5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON

WINTER TIRES   WINTER SERVICE   BRAKES SERVICE   
SHOCKS & STRUTS   TRANSMISSION SERVICE   BATTERIES

TUNE-UPS   OIL CHANGES

 Mechanical Work

.
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Chimney 
Sweep 
Service
by David Lindsey
It’s the season to let us 
sweep our way 
into your hearth. 

256-4400
Sponsored by Shangrilah Stove & Spa

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service

Alpine
Chimney 
Sweep

Local, professional, with 
an attention to detail and 
customer service. Call 
Alexander: 970-306-5100

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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8731 Monroe St, Hooper 
$69,900. 4BD 2BA Fantastic 
opportunity to purchase this 
large, open feel home, just up 
the road from The Great Sand 
Dunes hot springs & National 
Park. This property would be 
an ideal investment. 

609 Panorama Way 
$319,000 3BD 2BA. Enter 
this home and feel the 
quality of craftsmanship. 
Living room has views that 
will keep you sitting on the 
couch for hours with your 
book & cup of tea. 

69 Diablo Ct $73,000 3BD 
2BA. New home in quiet 
location, within walking 
distance to golf course, 
library & tennis courts. Just 
a few minutes to town. Se-
cluded cul-de-sac with spec-
tacular mountain views. 

269 Springdale Tr $675,000 
4BD 3.5BA. Spacious open 
floor plan, greenhouse, 2 car 
garage, horse stall, cottage  
with European wood stove, 
sauna and soaking tub.    
Completely off-grid with stun-
ning wide open vistas.  

 

187 W. Silver. $475,000 
Prime location in the center 
of Little Pearl Park in the 
town of Crestone. Currently 
Restaurant, Brewery 2 hotel 
rooms and Penthouse 
apartment. Long term lease 
in place.  

Niamh  Kelly-Weston 
Broker Associate 

 719.480.5347 
 

Se Habla Español 

Shirley Motz 
Broker/Owner  
719.937.1691 

 
Top 1000 2013 Trends Journal 

 
3537 Camino Del Rey 
$279,000  New construction. 
Contemporary style. Choice of 
colors, upgrades etc. Stunning 
mtn. views. On paved rd, 
close to Temples and Retreat 
and spiritual Centers, and the 
Stupa.  

259 Moonl ight  Way. 
$260,000  Situated high up 
in Chalet 1, just off paved 
road. Open airy floor plan 
and modern ki tchen. 
Choose your colors and 
many upgrades to chose 
from. 

3458 Enchanted $395,000 
Owner financing available 
on this exceptional income 
producing property. Estab-
lished B&B & Retreat Busi-
ness.Total 4 BD 3BA rental 
capacity. Bright & spacious 
with lots of windows. 

1307 Moonlight Way. 
$228,000. Choice of colors 
and  options on this contem-
porary model on a lot near 
the creek and greenbelt. 
Upgrades and options avail-
able. Call for more details on 
this new construction.   

35 28  En ch an t ed  W ay 
$187,000 2BD 1BA. Call for 
seller carry terms on this 
charming 1 level starter, retire-
ment or B&B property with 
stunning mountain views. 
Large storage shed. Close to 
paved road.  

1419 Badger Rd. $219,000 
2BD 2BA Great bungalow 
type home. Master Suite, 
has large walk-in closet, full 
bath, &  spacious bedroom 
with extra storage. Front 
mountain & panoramic 
valley views.  

169 Verano Court $158,600 
2BD 1BA. New construc-
tion, vaulted ceilings, low 
maintenance exterior &  
tremendous mountain 
views. This small home 
feels bigger than actual 
square footage.  

365 Camino De Oro 
$149,500 2BD 1BA. Afforda-
ble living in the growing town 
of Crestone. HOA of $394. 
includes snow plowing to 
driveway, road maintenance, 
tennis, golf, parks,  library & 
hiking trails 

 

158 E Silver $400,000   
Rental income from liquor 
store and 11 storage units 
with the sale all full no va-
cancies and waiting list. 
Prime downtown Crestone 
location. Lease in place on 
liquor store.  

3737 Jubilant Way $165,000 
2 BD 2 BA Neo Modern 
design home-2X6 framing, I. 
R. C. rated, with vaulted 
ceilings, large spacious kitch-
en with dining area island. 
Home has natural light in 
every room.  

1629 Willow Creek Way. 
$199,000 2BD 1 BA. Tradi-
tional southwestern adobe 
style home with car port & 
adobe outbuilding off paved 
road. Close to town with 
spectacular views of both 
the mountains & the valley.  

2721 Happy Hollow Way 
$199,500 2BD 1BA. Great 
B&B opportunity, or vaca-
tion home, this home comes 
fully furnished, and ready to 
go. Walking distance to 
Dharma Ocean and many 
spiritual retreat centers. 

000 County Rd 59 
$185,000. 3BD 2BA 2000 
manufactured home with  
additional older mobile built 
on with great room all done 
in locally milled wood, horse 
barn, calving shed, silo, 
paddocks & pens, 2 ponds!   

58515 Martinez Drive., 
Lazy KV Moffat. $15,000. 
This property is being 
"SOLD AS IS WITH NO 
W A R R A N T I E S ,  E X -
PRESSED OR IMPLIED"  
Bank owned, no clean up 
will be done, electric is on.  

139 Rondo Ct. $115,000 
2BD 1BA. Do a little fix up, 
and have your energy effi-
cient-self sufficient home-
stead. Solar system runs the 
home, however, you are 
hooked into the grid for 
double protection.   

 

26094 Woodward Ave. Moffat 
$96,500 3BD 2BA This is one 
of those must see to appreciate 
properties! So much for the 
price, park your RV, boat, or 
other toys here in the oversized 
garage. On 3.3 acres with 
spectacular  views. 

2710 Happy Hollow Way 
$ 2 9 8 ,0 0 0  2 B D  2 B A      
Exquisite custom home with 
too many upgrades to list 
here - immaculate 2 master 
suites, upstairs deck you 
won’t be disapointed. Must 
see! 

1618 Willow Creek Way, 
$209,000 Attractive, versa-
tile home with views from 
every window. Spacious 
kitchen, comfortable living 
room with views, opening 
delightful large screened 
porch   

247 W 3rd St., Center 
$145,000 5BD 2BA Darling 
home in Center. Spacious 
and comfortable. Living room 
has a pellet wood stove 
perfect for the winter. There 
is also a separate laundry 
room.  

5879 Blue Spruce Ave, Ala-
mosa.$265,000 3 BD 2 BA. 
Country living with close prox-
imity to town. Home sits on 1 
acre with paved street access 
Home has numerous upgrades 
in kitchen, bathrooms, floor 
coverings, & more.  

1573 Kings Hill $249,000 
3BD/2BA, 1480sf, 1.5-story 
stucco home is filled with 
natural light and passive 
solar heat. The large, south
-facing windows keep this 
home cheerful and bright all 
year round.   

8 1 6  D e e p  C r e e k 
$205,000High-performance 
passive-solar home on 6.31 
acres backing to greenbelt 
984sf, 1 level, 2 Bed/1.5 
Bath with bonus Flex room, 
additional detached & fin-
ished 200sf studio/shop.   

1 1 9 4  H i l l t o p  W a y 
$184,0001BD 1BA passive 
solar ranch style home, 
designed by Tucson Saryon, 
sits on .56 treed acres 5 min 
from town on paved 
road.  Built in 2004 by Paul 
Kopanna. 

1548 N Powderhorn Trail, 
$185,000. 1 level ranch style 
home. 5.33 acres fenced for 
horses, small barn, green-
house, newly remodeled. 
Peaceful and quiet location 
and great views.  

4885 Ridgecrest Way 
$85,000 394sf Baca tiny 
home (grandfathered in) 
plus 201sf sandbag out-
building. Fabulous views of 
the Crestones!  Fully fur-
nished including 2 beds   

by Suzanne McGregor
Our current weekly read-

ing program, “Stories for Lit-
tle Ones,” started its fall pro-
gram last month for infants 
through age 4. It is facilitat-
ed by our favorite storytell-

er, Penny from the Saguache 
Public Library, and is held 
each Tuesday morning from 
11am to noon (or until every-
one gets cranky!).  Please 
bring your little one(s) to this 
program and get an early 
start on a love of reading that 
can last a lifetime.  There are 
stories, arts and crafts, so-
cial interaction and healthy 
snacks.  It is free of charge, 
and all are welcome!

We would like to express 
our sincere gratitude to our 
local Friends of the Library 
group who bought the new 
display table in the front 

room.  It was made by the 
Department of Corrections in 
Florence who also made our 
circulation desk and cabinets.  
This beautiful two-shelved ta-
ble replaces the old black book 
cart, and it makes such a dif-
ference in highlighting special 
collections.  We recently dis-
played Pulitzer Prize winners, 
Local Authors, and Banned 
Books.  One of the purposes of 
a Friends of the Library group 
is to enhance the library they 
support, and our group is tops 
with us! (They are always 
looking for new members, so 
please inquire at the library 

for more information).
We value the input of our 

community members and li-
brary patrons in the selection 
of books, periodicals and DVDs 
to add to our collection.  Your 
suggestions are integral to 
creating a library that meets 
the needs of the community it 
serves.  We have resurrected 
our “Suggestion Box” located 
in the front room and welcome 
you to drop in a note about an 
item that you think would be 
a good addition to the library.

Baca Grande Library, 
256-4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 
10am-5pm; Sat. 10am-4pm.
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Crestone residents need to stay 
‘bear aware’ through November

by Joe Lewandowski, 
Colorado Parks & Wildlife
Even though the weather 

is growing cool, Crestone resi-
dents must remain “bear aware” 
through October and into Novem-
ber to help keep bears wild, said a 
wildlife expert. 

“Bears are in their hyper-
phagia stage which means they’re 
eating around the clock to put 
on the fat they need to get them 
through the winter,” said Clay-
ton Bondurant, district wildlife 
manager for Colorado Parks and 
Wildlife in the northern San Luis 
Valley. “Bears are on the move 
and they’re looking for food wher-
ever they can find it, including in 
town.”

This summer bears broke 
into numerous structures around 
Crestone and have found easy ac-
cess to human food. 

“Most of these incidences 
could have been prevented by 
people, with simple solutions like 
closing and locking windows and 
doors at night, and removing any 
attractants like trash and bird 
feeders,” Bondurant said. 

If you see bears in your 
neighborhood the first thing to 
do is make it feel uncomfortable, 
Bondurant said. Yell at it, throw 
things at it and make loud noises; 
bears should not be allowed to feel 
comfortable is residential areas. 

CPW urges residents to 
place their trash in bear-resistant 
containers or inside secure struc-
tures and only put it out on the 
morning of pick-up. Cans should 
be cleaned regularly with bleach 
or ammonia to reduce odors. Items 
such as food scraps that can pro-
duce odors in trash cans should be 
placed in the freezer until pick-up 
day.

“Bears have an incredible 
sense of smell and can smell food 
from miles away; so keep odors 
down,” Bondurant said. “And if 
a bear finds a food source it will 
keep coming back.”

Bird feeders are a major 
source of conflict, so they should 
be taken down during the sum-
mer. You can attract birds natu-
rally with bird-baths and flowers. 
It’s OK to put bird feeders back 
out from Dec. 1-April 1.

Residents are urged to re-
port any activity of bears as soon 
as possible to CPW’s Monte Vista 
office at 719-587-6900. By learn-
ing of any problems early, wildlife 
managers have more options of 
how to deal with a bear. 

“Bears are intelligent and 
are just looking for food, so it’s 
up to us humans to keep bears 
wild and prevent individual bears 
from becoming a public safety 
concern by locking up your home 
and spreading the word to your 
neighbors,” Bondurant said.

Crestone residents are also 
reminded to keep dogs on a leash 
or under strict voice control. Dogs 
must not be allowed to chase wild-
life, Bondurant said. 

For more information about 
“Living with Wildlife” go to cpw.
state.co.us.

Simple               
    “bear aware” tips:

• Keep garbage in a well-se-
cured location; 

• Only put out garbage on 
the morning of pickup. 

• Clean garbage cans regu-
larly to keep them odor free.

• Use a bear-resistant trash 
can or dumpster; available from 
your trash hauler or on the Inter-
net.

• If you don’t have secure 
storage, put items that might be-
come smelly into the freezer until 
trash day.

• Don’t leave pet food or 
stock feed outside.

• Bird feeders are a major 
source of bear/human conflicts. At-
tract birds naturally with flowers 
and water baths. Do not hang bird 
feeders from April 15 to Nov. 15.

• If you must have bird feed-

ers: clean up beneath them every 
day, bring them in at night, and 
hang them high so that they’re 
completely inaccessible to bears.

• Do not attract other wild-
life by feeding them, such as deer, 
turkeys or small mammals.

• Don’t allow bears to be-
come comfortable around your 
house. If you see one, yell at them, 
throw things at them, make noise 
to scare them off.

• Secure compost piles. 
Bears are attracted to the scent of 
rotting food—and they’ll eat any-
thing.

• Bears have good memories 
and will return to places they’ve 
found food.

• Allow grills to burn for a cou-
ple of minutes after cooking to burn 
off grease and to eliminate odors. 
Clean the grill after each use.

• Clean-up thoroughly after 
picnics in the yard or on the deck. 
Don’t allow food odors to linger.

• If you have fruit trees, pick 
fruit before it gets too ripe. Don’t 
allow fruit to rot on the ground.

• Keep garage doors closed. 
• Lock your doors when 

you’re away from home and at 
night.

• Keep the bottom floor win-
dows of your house closed when 
you’re not at home. 

• Do not keep food in your 
vehicle; roll up windows and lock 
the doors of your vehicles.

• When car-camping, secure 
all food and coolers in a locked ve-
hicle after you’ve eaten.

• Keep a clean camp, wheth-
er you’re in a campground or in 
the back-country.

• When camping in the 
back-country, hang food 100’ or 
more from campsite; don’t bring 
any food into your tent

• Cook food well away from 
your tent; wash dishes thorough-
ly.

• Talk to your neighbors and 
kids about being bear aware.

• If you keep small livestock, 
keep animals in a fully covered 
enclosure that is electrified. Don’t 
stock store food outside, keep en-
closures clean to minimize odors, 
hang rags soaked in ammonia 
and/or Pine-Sol around the enclo-
sure.

• If you have bee hives, in-
stall electric fencing where al-
lowed.

• For more information go to 
the Living with Wildlife section 
on the Colorado Parks and Wild-
life web site: cpw.state.co.us.

Hungry bear looking for an easy meal.  photo by DJ Hannigan

The Crestone Eagle  
is featuring a special section:  

Shop Locally for the Holidays 
November & December.

PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS OR EVENT  
WITH THE 

AD+ARTICLE+PHOTO PACKAGE
CALL JENNIFER AT 719-256-4956  

OR EMAIL ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:ADS@CRESTONEEAGLE.COM
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Excerpt, letter to a presidential 
candidate, January 2019

by Tom deMers
In a speech at the Golden 

Globes Jeff Bridges talked about a 
“trim tab,” a small rudder attached 
to the main rudder that turns a 
ship. It was invented by Buckmin-
ster Fuller. Bridges spoke in the 
lingo of the Dude, his character in 
The Big Lebowski:

“I like to think of myself as 
a trim tab, and all of us are trim 
tabs. We may seem like we’re not 
up to the task, but we are, man! 
We’re alive! We can make a differ-
ence! We can turn this ship in the 
way we want it to go, man! Towards 
love and creating a healthy planet 
for all of us.”

Bridges was saying what no 
politician dares say, but he was 
saying what millions want to hear, 
what millions will cast their votes 
for if they hear it in a cogent and 
pragmatic voice, a voice grounded 
in facts but heroic in tone and em-
phasis. I believe that voice should 
be a woman’s voice. It should be 
clear and courageous. It should be 
the voice of Elizabeth Warren.

“The art of diplomacy is to say 
nothing, especially when you are 
speaking.” 

—Antonio Guttierez, 
Secretary General of the U.N.
I live in the Southwest and 

have not followed your positions 
on all the issues. In that sense I 
should not even write this letter. 
What I do know is your courage. 
Your willingness to say the right 
thing and stand up for the truth 
not only when the chips are down 
but consistently and publicly. The 
current Knothole holding the office 

you seek must be replaced. That 
being said, what do the Democrats 
bring to the table that alters the 
“same old, same old?” I believe 
the first candidate to speak the 
truth from a broad environmental 
perspective will magnetize a huge 
wave of support—especially among 
younger voters whose lives are 
most threatened. Why?

Because everyone, Democrat 
and Republican, young and old, 
know in their bones that climate 
change is the issue of our time. We 
are Earth children, and people know 
there is no Planet B. Our economic 
fortunes appear to be paramount, 
but jobs are only created from the 
resources the Earth provides. We 
are eco-dependent and insepara-
ble from the coral reefs and birds, 
their extinction inextricably linked 
to ours. It may seem to many that a 
weekly paycheck is the life blood of 
existence, but at a deeper level they 
know God speaks to us through the 
Earth. Our gratitude for that is the 
ultimate prayer. A candidate who 
brings voters to that level of aware-
ness, to a reverence for life, whether 
they win or lose the presidency, will 
serve not just America but all hu-
manity at the highest level. When 
a plan for radical change is tied to 
human survival, powerful forces 
will mobilize for a sustainable fu-
ture and alter the field on which the 
political game is played.

Climate Change denial in an 
elected federal official should be an 
impeachable offense. The science is 
too compelling. 

No response to my five-page 
letter; I still support her.

by Peter Anderson
Early autumn full moon. First a hint of light on a shred of cloud 

that lingers over the Sangres. Then way-hay and up she rises, slightly 
elongated and misshapen at first, gradually finding its form, now a free 
and floating sphere above a high ridge silhouette. We are gathered with 
good friends, enjoying this marvel at an outside table while tasting sum-
mer in the delights that our valley has produced. In the moonlight, it is 
bright enough to savor not only the flavor of these fresh vegetables, but 
also their lively colors and textures. Who knew that a beet could be so 
luscious?

For a while it is shirt-sleeve warm, even while taking the season-
al high desert medicine of an icy gin and tonic. But soon the cooler air 
comes down off the mountain. My pal lights a big fire, a luxury out here 
on the sandy flats near the southern edge of the Baca where the sky is 
especially wide and the coyotes have plenty to say about it. 

My beloved and I hunker down on a bale of straw and wrap our-
selves up in an old woolen blanket. She leans her head against my shoul-
der. I rest my forearm on her thigh. This is why we don’t need cable TV.

Now we have time to ponder whatever questions drift into this cir-
cle of light. Why is it, for example, that we so readily live into the illusion 
that the moon is rising? We are, after all, riding on the surface of a spin-
ning planet that is pitching us forward toward the moon. Maybe that 
leaves us feeling a little dizzy. Or maybe we feel a mild sense of vertigo 
as we look away into space, since it is only by the saving grace of gravity 
that the planet doesn’t hurl us all into the void. (And truth be told, who 
could blame it?)

These are always the finest days of the year, made all the more 
precious as our light and heat diminishes. The stage of life from which 
I am viewing this moon is not unlike the season. The frenetic times 
are done. Many of the big life decisions have been made. There is time 
now to slow down and reflect. And this is precious because, well, who 
knows how many more moons I’ve got coming? The truth is none of us 
know the answer to that question, even though statistics tell us about 
average life expectancies (78.7 years in the case of an American male.)  
I could reasonably assume that I will make it that far at least, which 
would mean another 15 years on this blue-green dream of a planet. 
That isn’t much time. On the other hand, if each birthday represents 
another 584 million-mile trip around the sun as my father-in-law used 
to say, then I should get another ten trillion, five hundred and twelve 
million miles on the odometer before this old rent-a-wreck breaks down 
for good. 

There is no harm in saying that the moon rises. And if distance ap-
peals more than time as a way to measure our lives, why not? As Robert 
Frost said, it is plenty dark and deep out there. And we have miles to go 
before we sleep. 

    one hand clapping

‘Dispatch from the Edge’
is sponsored by

Carol & David Lee

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
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If  a butcher wears a size XL shirt and a 
size 13 shoe, what does he weigh? 
Meat. 
What’s a cannibal’s favorite sport? 
Football. 
What’s a wombat for?
Playing wom.
What happens when a ghost gets lost in 
the fog?
He is mist.
What room does a ghost not need?
A living room.
How do you fix a cracked pumpkin?
A pumpkin patch.
What do you call two witches living 
together?
Broommates.
Why don’t vampires have more friends?
Because they are a pain in the neck.
What position does a ghost play in hockey? 
Ghoulie.
What did the little boy say when she had 
to choose between a tricycle and candy?
Trike or Treat!
What instrument does a skeleton play?
The trombone.
Where do baby ghosts go during the day?
Dayscare centers!
What kind of  dog does Dracula have?
A blood hound. 
What do you call wood when it’s scared? 
Petrified!
What treat do eye doctors give out on 
Halloween? 
Candy corneas.
What plants like Halloween the most? 
Bam-BOO!
Why did the policeman ticket the ghost 
on Halloween? 
It didn’t have a haunting license.

What are a ghost’s favorite rides at the fair? 
The scary-go-round and rollerghoster!
Why didn’t the skeleton like the Hallow-
een candy? 
He didn’t have the stomach for it!
What do you call a cleaning skeleton? 
The “grim sweeper.”
What’s worse than being a five-ton witch 
on Halloween? 
Being her broom!
Why couldn’t the ghost see its mother and 
father. 
Because they were trans-parents!
Why do ghosts like to ride in elevators? 
It raises their spirits.
Why did Dracula go to the circus? 
He wanted to see the juggler!
What do you do if  you want to learn 
more about Dracula? 
You join his fang club.
What do you call a vampire that lives in a 
kitchen? 
Count Spatula.
What do you call a kind and considerate 
monster? 
A complete failure.

What would you get if  you crossed a 
vampire and a teacher? 
Lots of  blood tests!
What is a vampire’s favorite dance? 
The Fang-Dango.

place page number in this box

    DO YOU KNOW?
The human  body has enough ....
• waer to fill a 10-gallon fish tank
• fat to make 7 bars of soap
• iron to make a 3-inch nail
• surphur to kill all the fleas on one 

average size dog
• carbon to make 900 pencils
• postassium to fire 1 toy canon
• phosphorus to make 2,200 match 

heads

DO YOU KNOW?
You ....
• blink 9,365 times a day
• farrt 1 pint of gas every day
• shed 6000,000 particles of skin 

every hour
• have 10,000 taste buds which can 

identify more than 500 flavors. 
• can detect 10,000 colors
• use 17 muscles to smile
• use 43 muscles to frown

Unscramble the Letters

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Ish
1/ Spectral:  
(2016 Netflix original movie) A sci-fi thriller takes 

place in the European country of Moldova where civil 
unrest has US forces engaging with the insurgents. But 
there is a new threat that sees both parties as their en-
emies. This threat resides in an alternative spectrum 

making them invisible to humans and causing instant death to anyone 
confronting them.

2/ I.T.:  
(2016 crime mystery movie) A millionaire has everything one could 

want along with a very tech-advanced smart house. His company is on 
the verge of changing flight leasing forever, until his relationship with 
his I.T. advisor turns nasty after firing him. Makes one question modern 
tech these days. Stars Pierce Brosnan, James Frecheville.

3/ John Wick:  
(2014 action thriller movie) John Wick retired as an assassin after 

his wife died and left him a sweet pup to help cope. While getting gas 
for his prized 1969 Mustang an arrogant Russian mob prince and his 
men want to buy his car. Not for sale. They pay him a visit, beat him 
badly, kill his dog and steal his car. Blind with revenge he sets out on 
a meticulously planned path of destruction. Well written, lots of action 
and killing. Stars: Keanu Reeves, Michael Nyqvist, Willem Defoe, John 
Leguizamo.

4/ Comet:  
(2014 comedy, drama, romance) A star-crossed lovers’ relationship 

blossoms and falls apart over six years in this mysterious original ro-
mance. A chance encounter brings together a cynical guy and a quick-
witted gal in a tempestuous love affair. Deliciously shot with incredible 
chemistry between the leads. Stars: Justin Long, Emmy Rossum.

5/ Snow Girl and the Dark Crystal:  
(2014 action, fantasy, romance) Legendary Chinese anti-hero, a 

young man endowed with mysterious powers is forced to battle among 
the realms of Heaven, Earth and Hell, while trying to save his country-
men and the woman he loves. Stunning visuals.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

THEME: THINGS GHASTLY AND MACABRE

ACROSS
1. *Like Freddy Krueger’s finger-
tips
6. Roman goddess of fertility
9. Late comedian Bob
13. Painter’s support
14. Ornamental pond dweller
15. New York’s amusement Island
16. *Morticia to Fester
17. Not decaf.
18. *____ hell, or cause trouble
19. *Bram Stoker creation
21. *DÌa de los ____
23. Geological period
24. Queen of Spades, e.g.
25. It’s all the rage
28. *Like Zombie’s skin color
30. Fine-____ pen
35. Miners’ passage
37. Marinate, e.g.
39. Miss America’s topper
40. Unacceptable
41. Proprietor
43. Jet black
44. One thousand in a kilogram
46. Country dance formation
47. Cincinnati players
48. Croatia’s neighbor
50. Shower with affection
52. *Horror movie actor 
      Christopher
53. Fireplace conduit
55. French vineyard
57. *Like some Mansions
61. *Paris OpÈra House    
       inhabitant
65. Come to terms
66. Indigo extract
68. Quickly fry
69. Sucrose
70. Long time
71. “Sesame Street” Muppet
72. Jury colleague
73. Tire depression
74. Slap

DOWN
1. Email button
2. *Medusa’s snakes
3. Between ports
4. Reconnaissance, for short
5. Lung-covering membrane
6. Southern stew staple
7. *Author known as Master of 
     the Macabre
8. Fraternal letter
9. Gray-haired
10. “Put a lid ____ ____!”
11. Acapulco money
12. *Coraline’s buttons
15. Kudos
20. Rodeo rope
22. *Crematorium jar
24. *Jonestown poison
25. *Vampire’s canines
26. Love intensely
27. 1/100 of a rial
29. *Werewolf ’s cry
31. *Coffin’s stand
32. Confusion of voices
33. Wear away
34. *____ Macabre
36. *Mummy’s home
38. Lotto variant
42. Throw up
45. Flour fluffer
49. A in IPA
51. Wipes blackboard
54. Bovine milk dispenser
56. Render harmless
57. Door fastener
58. Chills and fever
59. Strong desire
60. Getting warm
61. Closely confined
62. Chicken of the sea?
63. Related to ear
64. Spiritless
67. *”He Knows ____’re Alone”
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Public Notices
Veterans Assistance Grant

The Saguache County Veterans Service 
Office has limited grant funds to assist 
with rent, utilities, food and gas. Contact 
Jim Sheeran at 719-655-2680 or at 
jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov for 
more information.

Houses & Property for Sale
ENCHANTED FOREST FOR SALE/

HUGE PRICE REDUCTION
This amazing property has great views/ 
Studio Cottage/ 4bed/3bath. Plus SACRED 
SPACE for Teaching/Classes/ Workspace. 
Very high transformational energies. B&B 

business 14years/Income Options/ Renting/
Work from Home. annekellycrestone@
yahoo.com, 719-256-5768, https://www.
recolorado.com/listing/221240737-
151082055/3458 -enchan t ed -way -
crestone-co-81131/

FAIRYHOUSE FOR SALE/ 
OWNER FINANCING AVAILABLE

2BED/1BATH.  Amazing property. Very 
Secluded/ Great Views. Fairy Ring/
Grandfather & Grandmother Tree. Just off 
paved road Camino Del Rey & Enchanted 
Way. Must view to appreciate how special this 
is. annekellycrestone@yahoo.com 719-
256-5768 https://www.recolorado.com/
listing/214747226-151082055/3528-
enchanted-way-crestone-co-81131/

Building Lot for Sale  
on Virtue Way

Tap Paid. Great views. Close to Creek. Ideal 
time to secure your Sacred Land in Crestone 
Co. annekellycrestone@yahoo.com 719-
256-5768 https://www.recolorado.com/
listing/247469531-151082055/3819-
virtue-way-crestone-co-81131/

Softball Attracted To Neighbor’s 
Window?

Get more space! Baca Grants, 2 adjacent 
POWER lots 1.69 ac Lot 1521 $6,665 & 
2.23 ac Lot 1520 $8,835 or both for $15K, 
some trees, good views, easy financing, 
Contact Kevin: coloradoland80301@
gmail.com, 719-379-3831, 9 a.m. to 9 
p.m. MST

Creek Lots Reduced
24 acres in the grants. Perfect for a retreat 
center. 5 lots Not Consolidated. $99,000. 
719-256- 5439 until 8pm MT.

LOT FOR SALE
528 Panorama Way, trees, great views, 
utilities to lot, tap fee NOT paid, $8000 
OBO.  719-588-8727

Houses for Rent
Furnished, On Creek and Trail!

Beautifully furnished South facing home on 
South Crestone Creek.  Hiking trail right 
out the back door. Three bedrooms, two 
baths. Tile in baths and kitchen.  Vaulted 
living/dining room with wood floors 
and ceilings.  $1,000 per month plus 
utilities.  Available Nov. 1 - May 31.  First 
and last month rent plus cleaning/damage 
deposit.  Email: victoriahoch@earthlink.
net or 512-791-1496

FAIRYHOUSE FOR RENT CHALET 2
Charming 2bed/1bath. Comfy/ Cozy/
Wood stove. Utilities really reasonable. 
Easy to heat. No smoking. Very secluded 
& private. $1,400 monthly. Sacred Space 
a block away available for Classes/ 
Spiritual Practice/by arrangement. 
annekellycrestone@yahoo.com 719-256 
-5768 enchantedforestcrestone.net

AMAZING OPPORTUNITY / 
ENCHANTED FOREST FOR RENT

Unique Property Plus.. SACRED SPACE 
built to Sacred Geometry. Ideal for 
Retreat/ Work From Home/ Teaching/
Workshops/Classes/Workspace. Very 
high transformational energies. B&B 
business 14 years. Income Options. 
3bed/2bath (Studio Cottage optional). 
annekellycrestone@yahoo.com 719-256-
5768, enchantedforestcrestone.net

Rentals
Downtown Furnished House $1200 
plus utilities. Studio Apartment $600 all 
inclusive, must pay internet. Yurts $500 
all inclusive. 2 Bd Apartment $675 plus 
utilities. Please call Electrum 719-588-
2114. Globalspirit13@gmail.com

Sacred, secluded and  
nestled in the trees!

House for rent, in Chalet 2, 1032 sq ft, 
3 small bedrooms, 2 baths, ETS, Wood 
burning stove, furnished, NO smart meter! 
Rent $1200. + utilities, need first, last and 
some security. This is a non smoking house, 
possibly open to children and small pets. 
Looking for a long term renter, minimum of 
an 6 month lease. Call or text 719-469-8693

Stunning Views,  
Exceptionally Furn. Home

2/BR 2BA, many upgrades w/ new appliances, 
massive windows accommodating 

majestic views, landscaping, wifi, envy 
of the ‘hood curb appeal, pet friendly 
pics: madamebwolfe.wixsite.com/rentals  
505-728-0244 $1800/mo, $900/wk, $175/
nt, +pet/cleaning fees

Charming, Furn. Log Cabin Studio
Writer/Meditator’s Dream Space, Pet 
Friendly, Mtn. views, Wifi, Full Stove & 
Fridge, steam shower.  $1400/month, 
$850/wk, $125/night + pet/cleaning fees 
505-728-0244, pics: madamebwolfe.
wixsite.com/rentals

View Views Views
*Wood burning stove, ETS & electric 
baseboards. *You will love the views, Valley 
and Mountain. *3 BD, 2 BA spacious loft 
and basement with utility room (washer & 
dryer). Located on 1.5 acres, backing up 
to greenbelt.  $1,200 a month + last and 
deposit + utilities 12-month lease. Call 
Seva Home & Property Management 719-
937-4226.

Commercial Property for Rent
SACRED SPACE FOR RENT  

FOR CLASSES—ENCHANTED WAY
2 Hour / Daily / Weekly / Long term. 
Enchanted Forest / Sacred Space 
ideal for Teaching / Classes / Groups 
/ Meditation / Martial Arts / Dance. 
annekellycrestone@yahoo.com, 719-256- 
5768, enchantedforestcrestone.net

PUBLIC NOTICE
2019 COORDINATED 

ELECTION LAT
(Logic & Accuracy Test)

OCTOBER 9, 2019

     Notice is hereby given that a 
public Logic and Accuracy Test of 
Saguache County’s voting equip-
ment will take place on October 
9, 2019, beginning at 8:00 a.m. 
at the Saguache County Court-
house, 501 4th St., Saguache.  
Information about the test may 
be obtained by calling County 
Clerk, Trish Gilbert at (719) 655-
2512. 

NOTICE OF 2019 COORDINATED ELECTION

Per Colorado Revised Statute 1-5-205, Saguache County Clerk & 
Recorder, Trish Gilbert, announces that the 2019 Coordinated Election 
will be held on Tuesday, NOVEMBER 5, 2019.  Ballots will be mailed to 
all active, registered voters beginning on OCTOBER 11, 2019.  

The ballot packet will include:  1 Ballot, 1 Secrecy Sleeve/Instruc-
tions, and 1 Return Envelope.  Voters will mark their ballot, insert it 
into the Secrecy Sleeve/Instructions, insert this into the Return Enve-
lope, SIGN the envelope where indicated and mail or return the voted 
ballot to the Voter Service and Polling Center (VSPC) at the Clerk’s of-
fice in the Saguache County Courthouse, 501 4th St., Saguache.  The 
VSPC will be open from Monday, OCTOBER 21st through Tuesday, NO-
VEMBER 5th, Monday through Friday, from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.; 
on Saturday, NOVEMBER 2nd, from 7:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m.; and on 
Election Day NOVEMBER 5th, from 7:00 a.m. until 7:00 p.m.  

Voted ballots may also be deposited into the Ballot Drop Boxes at 
the following locations:  the south parking lot of the Courthouse, 501 4th 
St., Saguache; Sheriff’s Satellite Office located at 182 E Galena Ave., 
Crestone; Center Town Hall, 294 Worth St., Center.  Beginning OCTO-
BER 18th, the drop boxes will be available 24 hours each day until 7:00 
p.m. on Election Day.   Ballots must be received by 7:00 p.m. on Elec-
tion Day.  Ballots received after 7:00 p.m. on Election Day will not be 
counted.  Postmarks do not count.

Trish Gilbert, Saguache County Clerk & Recorder
Published The Crestone Eagle, October 1, 2019

The Board of County Commissioners will hold a Public Hearing at the 
Saguache County Commissioners meeting Room located at 501 – 4th 
Street, Saguache, Colorado, on the following date: 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2019 at 3 PM

to consider proposed changes to the Saguache County Land Develop-
ment Code changes.

To view the proposed changes BEGINNING MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 
23, 2019, you may contact the Saguache County Land Use Department 
– PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov, 
or by calling 719-655-2321 or you may also view the changes on our 
website at www.saguachecounty.net.

Written comments will be accepted until Friday, November 1, 2019 at 
3pm, and may be sent to Saguache County Land Use Department at 
PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 or email to wmaez@saguachecounty-
co.gov.  

By: Jason Anderson, Chairman
Chairman, Saguache County Board of Commissioners
Published The Crestone Eagle, October 1, 2019
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent -  

Promote your 
services & More!

Print classifieds appear in print 
and on our website, and run the 
entire calendar month. Print clas-
sifieds must be submitted and 
paid for by the 20th of the month 
prior to print.

Online classifieds appear on 
our website until the end of the 
month of submission. Online clas-
sifieds may be submitted at any 
time but will not be posted until 
payment is received.  One photo 
per classified ad may be submitted.

To submit your classified: 
Include a unique Title & 
Description in email format and 
send to: Classifieds@CrestoneEagle.
com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov
https://www
mailto:annekellycrestone@yahoo.com
https://www.recolorado.com/
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mailto:annekellycrestone@yahoo.com
mailto:Globalspirit13@gmail.com
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mailto:wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov
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Apartments/Rooms for Rent
Affordable Rooms

Rooms for rent in shared house, Chalet 3. 
$350-$450.  Call Doug 719-256-5142

In Town Furnished  
Apartment/Half House

Available through April. Separate 
entrance, bedroom bathroom and 
kitchenette. $600/mon plus 1/2 eclectic 
and gas.  Includes wifi, trash and 
water.  303-941-4342.

House share
2 Queen Rooms in Chalet 2. Available 
Oct 1st Very Quiet Space. No smoking. 
Use of Sacred Space can be arranged 
easily. Rented Separately or together. I live 
upstairs. Call for details. 719-256-5768 
or email annekellycrestone@yahoo.com  
enchantedforestcrestone.net

1 Bdr. Apartment
In the BACA close to Willow Creek, $900. 
Includes all utilities.  To quiet single person 
only! No pets, no smoking. Long term 
preferred.  $900 security deposit. Tel: 937-
7784 or 719-717-0057

2 Apartments in Crestone Town
Rent includes all Utils plus Internet. #1 
Private, 500 SqFt $750. #2 400 SqFt, 
shared kitchen and bath w/ 1 other renter. 
$500. Call 720-315-3308

Partially Furnished Studio
Cozy clean Chalet I partially furnished 
studio apartment $650. Per month. $350 
deposit. No pets, no smoking. Utilities 
included. For one person  719-256-4472 
/ 505-930-4599

Services
All phases of New Construction  

& Remodels
Specializing in roofs (metal, EPDM, TPO), 
stucco, flooring, painting, concrete, cabinets, 
tile, drywall, plaster, decks, gazebos, 
carports, barns, strawbale, sustainable, off-
grid, energy efficient. Licensed and Bonded. 
General Contractor. FREE Estimates. Reliable 
Carpentry 719-496-7630

Renaissance Woman
New to Crestone and Seeking Employment.  
Skilled in many areas: Gardening.  
Carpentry.  Teaching.  Vet Tech.  Animal 
Husbandry.  Herbal Medicine.  Massage 
Therapy.  Volunteer Coordinator.  School 
Yard gardening and set up.  Jennifer 225-
726-4201 HearthUniversityWorldSchool@
gmail.com

Veterans’ Benefits
County Veteran Service Officer does 
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at 
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn 
about your benefits.

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop 

in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call 
Dennis 256-4110

Detailed House Cleaning  
& Organization

I use environmentally friendly, aromatic 
cleaning products, have 25+ years 
experience, view cleaning as a spiritual 
experience, hold a strong work ethic, do 
my best, am punctual, honest, trustworthy, 
competent, intelligent, diligent, detail-
oriented.  kristikohaver@gmail.com  719-
429-2774

Help Wanted
Assessment Technician 1

The Saguache County Assessor’s office has 
an opening for an Assessment Technician 
1. Performs responsible, technical, and 
specialized work in the preparation of 
the tax assessment rolls, maintenance of 
real property records, and the calculation 
of real and personal property assessments 
and property market values. This is a full 
time position and the successful applicant 
will be required to pass a pre-employment 
background check as well as a drug test. 
Applicant must have a high school diploma 

or GED equivalent. Saguache County is an 
EOE. Applications may be obtained on the 
County’s website, www.saguachecounty.
net or from the Saguache County 
Administration Office. Please include a 
short cover letter indicating your interest. 
Position open until filled. For a full list of 
responsibilities, qualifications, and skills. 
Please email: ppeterson@saguachecounty-
co.gov or call 719-655-2521

Part-time Temporary Office Clerk
Experienced individual needed for general 
office duties 29 hours a week.  Required skills 
include:  Computer experience in Excel, Word 
and other electronic devices; working with 
the public; other general office duties.  Drug 
testing and background check will be required 
for final applicant.  Applications are available 
at the Saguache County Administration office, 
505 3rd St., Saguache CO.  Please submit to 
the Saguache County Clerk and Recorder’s 
office. Applications close October 18, 2019 
or until position is filled.

Free
Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

  Nestled in the woods you can 
experience the embrace of a 
Strawbale Bed & Breakfast

719-256-5116
www.casaalegria.co ~ casa.alegria @ yahoo.com

 

Build Your Dream

 
Crestone Vail Breckenridge Fairplay  

tony@artisanalboards.com 
917-584-9027 

Licensed   Insured   Warrantied 

artisanal buildings 
Designed for You 

Architectural Quality, Energy Efficient, Affordable 
 All Phases of Site Development and Construction 
 Owner Builder Assistance 
 Design Services 
 BACA POA & County Compliance & Permitting Services 
 Budget and Finance Consulting 

Finest Quality and Finish Built to IRC Code 
 SIP - Structural Integrated Panels, Highest R and HERS Value, 

Engineered for Rapid Construction, Best Value in Custom Homes 
 Timber-Frame and Log Homes with Local Beetle Kill, Tax Free 
 Shipping Container Structures 
 Fine Studio Quality Woodwork, Tables, Cabinets, Furniture 

We Can Still Build and Complete for 2019 
 From $150,000 for 900 sq. ft. Custom Home Complete 
 From $29,000 for a 900 sq. ft. Structural Panel Kit Home 
 Build it Yourself or With Our Help 

See us at: 
The Crestone Energy Fair and Home Tour at 1527 Antelope Way 

 

Quality service, reasonable pricing,
we’ve got you covered, mountain to shore

Mark McGinn
Installation of greenhouses,  

covers & retractables

markmountainshore@yahoo.com
(Cell) 303.619.4650
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

L O C A L  L O D G I N G
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com
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 Dear EarthTalk: What 
are the ramifications of 
these horrendous fires tak-
ing place now in the Ama-
zon Rainforest? What can 
be done to stop the mad-
ness? 

—Jane W., Waterbury, CT

Fire isn’t new to the Amazon 
rainforest of South America, but it 
has certainly reached epic propor-
tions this year. Some 26,000 differ-
ent fires are now burning continu-
ously throughout the region. Many 
of these blazes have been set inten-
tionally by ranchers and farmers 
trying to (illegally) clear and use 
more and more land for raising cat-
tle and crops.

These so-called “slash-and-
burn” tactics reduce wildlife habi-
tat and biodiversity accordingly 
while releasing massive amounts 
of carbon dioxide into the atmos-
phere, only adding to our climate 
woes. Meanwhile, indigenous 
groups who depend on the rain-
forest for subsistence teeter on 
the brink of survival in the face of 
shrinking habitat.

Unfortunately, putting out 
most of these existing fires isn’t 
feasible; they’ll have to run their 
course. Environmentalists agree 
that what we can do is prevent 
more land from burning in the fu-
ture as one way of protecting the 
intact tropical rainforest that re-
mains throughout the Amazon.

But how? For starters, by 
working on the ground in partner-
ship with local indigenous com-
munities on making their forests 
sustainable through tourism and 
responsible use without resorting 
to clearing/burning the land. One 
of the leaders in this new breed 
of rainforest activism is Niyanta 
Spelman and her group Rainfor-
est Partnership, which currently 
has four different projects under-
way with the Achuar, Chipaota and 

Colibri indigenous communities of 
Peru and the Sani Isla community 
of Ecuador.

“When managed sustain-
ably, ecotourism in the rainforest 
can help protect biodiverse ecosys-
tems, provide reliable income to 
forest communities, and educate 
travelers about the importance of 
conservation,” says Spelman, who 
launched Rainforest Partnership 
in 2007 and has built it into one of 
the most impactful groups working 
in the region.

Meanwhile, other groups are 
focusing on converting farmers and 
ranchers over to more sustainable 
crops and practices. “Although the 
fires were set to clear space to oc-
cupy the land, a lot of the area is 
not used productively or is used 
mainly for land speculation,” re-
ports the Nature Conservancy, an-
other leading non-profit working 
on the ground in the Amazon and 
elsewhere to protect tropical rain-
forests. “There is already a consid-
erable amount of land in the Ama-
zon to increase production of food 
without deforestation.” The Nature 
Conservancy sees smarter use of 
land across the Amazon that’s al-
ready been converted to agriculture 
as one key way to stem the tide of 
rainforest loss and ultimately glob-
al warming. 

As for what people can do, be-
ing more thoughtful about the foods 
we eat is a big step in the right di-
rection. That hamburger meat you 

are eating might well come from 
cattle on a burned-over pasture in 
a former slice of the Amazon rain-
forest. That’ll give you pause when 
you are thinking about what to put 
in the shopping cart at the grocery 
store and what to order off of a res-
taurant menu. The shocking truth 
is that 80% of tropical rainforest 
destruction across the Amazon is 
fueled by beef production. So eating 
a more plant-based diet is a great 
way to help protect what’s left of 
the world’s tropical rainforests.

CONTACTS: Rainforest Part-
nership, rainforestpartnership.org; 
The Nature Conservancy, nature.
org.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See 
more at https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.org. 
Send questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
August 21 to September 20

Total precipitation for 
period:
Liquid precip (includes melted 
snow): 0.18”
Snow: 0.0”
Measurable liquid precipitation 
fell on 5 days.
Measurable rain fell on 5 days.
A trace of rain fell on 2 days
2 thunderstorms occurred.
No snow or hail occurred.
Total precipitation year to 
date:
Since Jan 1: 9.78”
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 50.0”
Snow Season*: 0.0”
*Snow season runs from July 1 
to June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 89.5°F on Sept. 2
Low temp: 37.4°F on Sept.13 
Avg. high: 80.7°F
Avg. low: 46.8°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 90°: 1
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 80°: 16
Number of days with the low 
temperature below 40°: 2
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 2.0 mph  
Highest gust: 38 mph on Sept. 3
Main direction: Out of the east.

Weather summary:  
The entire period saw tem-

peratures well above normal and 
precipitation very much below 
normal. Record high tempera-
tures were set on 7 days, includ-
ing the hottest recorded tem-
perature ever seen in September, 
when the thermometer reach 90° 
on September 2, breaking the 
old record for the month of 88°—
set only the day before. The old 
warmest reading in September 
before this year had been 86°, 
reached in 2016. Before this first 
week in September was over, 
the first 5 days saw record high 
temperatures reached each day 
of between 87° and 88°, with re-
cord highs reached on every day 
between August 31 through Sep-
tember 5. 

Outlook for October:
For October, we normally 

see our fifth wettest month of the 
year, with an average of 1.02” ex-
pected. The wettest October on 
record took place in 2006 when 
3.38” fell. 

Snowfall in the month aver-
ages 3.5”, with the most snow re-
corded back in 1984, when 17.5” 
fell. While snowfall is usually 
light in October, there have only 
been four Octobers in the last 30 
years where no snow was seen in 
the month.

The 30-day outlook issued 
by the NWS for October is call-
ing for temperatures to remain 
well above normal—actually for 
the entire country and not just 
southern Colorado, thanks to 
global warming, while precipita-
tion for our area is expected to be 
at normal.

Note: For current Crestone 
weather conditions visit Keno’s 
web site:  www.keno.org/vws.
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