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Saguache County denys road
annexation as part of Area 420
by Lisa Cyriacks
Saguache County Commissioners issued a unanimous statement that they would not relinquish County Road 59 to the Town
of Moffat in order to facilitate the
flagpole annexation required by
the Town to annex additional property for Area 420.
The controversial flagpole
annexation would also result in
80 acres contiguous to the town,
not within the Town boundary, but
would be surrounded by the town.
The Commissioners and the
County Attorney pointed to possible legal entanglements should

the County agree to relinquish
ownership of the road, yet still collect Highway User Tax Funds and
maintain the road. County Road
59 is a school bus route critical for
transporting students to and from
Moffat School.
Commissioner Tim Lovato
also pointed out to Mayor Patricia
Riegel that the Commissioners,
like residents of Moffat and surrounding area, shared concerns
about water, soil results and the
impact on the community.
The acquisition of a portion of
CR 59 would be necessary to complete Annexation No. 3 of Potch

To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

LLC for expanding Area 420. Without obtaining the abandonment of
that portion of CR 59, the necessary contiguity for the annexation
cannot be achieved.
A group of Moffat residents
hired an attorney challenging the
annexation by filing an objection
to it.
The November 29 letter from
The Conundrum Group LLP summarizes: “The Moffat Group believes that Potch has hijacked the
Town of Moffat’s local government
platform for commercial purposes
and is pursuing a business plan
that seeks to workaround and undermine [Saguache] County marijuana licensing requirements and
land use restrictions by design
and to the detriment of the public
continued on page 11

Bright skies over Crestone: Embracing the night
by Kairina Danforth
The dark night sky, filled with
stars and planets, is one of the assets of the San Luis Valley. It has inspired the peoples living on this land
for centuries. With care it can be preserved to inspire future generations.
The Crestone community,
supported by the adjoining Baca
Grande Subdivision, is actively
working to achieve designation as
an International Dark Sky Community from the International
Dark Sky Association.

Official launch of Crestone
dark sky tourism, though, has begun with the recently awarded Colorado Tourism Office Marketing
Matching Grant of $25,000. Called
a “Dark Sky Colorado Tour,” it will
connect several Colorado locations
known for their dark skies and incredible stargazing opportunities,
including Crestone, the Great Sand
Dunes National Park and Preserve,
La Veta, Creede and Lake City. The
tour will also highlight dark sky
events and develop day-time itin-

eraries so visitors may take advantage of all the tourism assets the
destination has to offer, as well as
encouraging the conservation and
preservation of all of their natural
and cultural resources.
It is a possibility that in
the future the Colorado Dark Sky
Tours, perhaps expanded in scope,
will focus on our region as the nexus for the looming dark sky tourism market in the entire State of
Colorado. The tour will include the
continued on page 10

This month’s feature history story
“The Creation of Moffat and Hooper
Colorado.” See page B-1
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Editor’s Notes
Tipping point

2020 seems like a “science fiction” number. A far future that is
suddenly now. 2020. Clear vision? I
sure hope so.
I feel like we are standing on
the cusp of major changes. Some
we can purposefully make as we
work towards a future we want to
create. Others are coming at us like
a tsunami, a blizzard, a heat wave,
a fire storm or floods, with a polar
vortex fast on our heels showing us
that we may be beyond that critical
climate tipping point.
Or maybe, if we rally on a
world-wide massive visionary scale
we can save the planet. We are
poised for a “Green Revolution”—
wind, solar, and new technologies
we are just beginning to explore.
We have a wonderful opportunity
to use our creativity for good. The
young people are fighting for their
future and we must support and
join them.
Our country is dealing with a
president who wants to be king. He
feels he is above the law and many
seem to agree. Will rule of law win
out? Will decency and integrity be
reclaimed? Or is it all about power
and wealth and corruption?
We are being divided at our
own peril. We have this year to decided if “for the common good” still
has any meaning. We either come
together, find common ground, or
we face a continuation of a bitter,
deliberatly stoked, internal civil
war that distracts us from the real
problems we ALL face.
We are at the tipping point
in international affairs. Korea is
testing missles, Iran is working
on nukes. Refugees are fleeing all
over the world. Yet there are calls
for “Democracy!” from Hong Kong
to South America as young people
rise. Which way will it tip? Authoritariasm or freedom?
Year 2020, the start of a new
decade. Let’s make this be the one
where we saved the world.
With hope in the new year,
Kizzen

Stars

Dear Editor,
The stars in the San Luis Valley are an experience like no other. I grew up in Crestone Colorado
and now I live in Portland Oregon.
When I left I found out just how
much of my life happened under the
stars. For years I would sit around
a campfire with the twinkling San
Luis Valley stars suspended over
my head. I would lay on my roof
staring at the milky way and talking about anything and everything.
Sometimes even in the dead cold
night of winter I would climb the
ladder to my roof to stand still surrounded by the vast dome of stars.
To designate the valley a dark zone
could preserve a rare and beautiful experience for our children and
theirs.
Luna Blue delAmor
born in Crestone, CO, 2002

www.crestoneeagle.com
I have been a Democrat for
all my voting years, but I consider
myself a fiscally responsible, social
liberal. I support transparency and
accountability in government and
am able to work with people from
various backgrounds. Over the next
several months I will publish my
views on issues facing the county.
I hope we can find common
ground on important issues and as
your commissioner I will work towards that end. Together we can
make Saguache County an even
better place to live!
Thomas D. McCracken

Okay Boomer

Dear Editor,
This boomer says “Right On”
to “Okay Boomer” as there is no
doubt my generation has failed to
leave our planet in better shape.
“Okay Boomer” is the equivalent to
the Sixties slogan of “Don’t Trust
Anyone Over 30”. Many of us resisted and revolted at great personal cost to make needed change,
but we were overwhelmed by unbridled capitalism and the military
industrial complex that supported
the rapacious status-quo. “Okay,
Boomers,” let’s support youth in
their fight to save our planet as
this will be the last fight for many
of us. Let’s go all in!
John Loll

Candidate for Saguache
County Commissioner
Dist. 1
Land grab
Dear Editor,
My name is Thomas D. McCracken and I am announcing my
candidacy for County Commissioner Dist. 1. This seat is currently
held by Jason Anderson, who is
term limited.
I have lived and owned property in Saguache County for the
past 40 years with my wife Lillian. Our company, Green Earth,
Inc., operated Green Earth Farm
just north of Saguache for 27 years
where we grew organic produce
and manufactured herbal products.
Now we live in the Baca Grande
and continue farming and producing our herbal preparations at the
orchard and permaculture gardens
near Crestone. We have employed
many people in the county over the
years. I also co-founded Growers
Organic, a produce delivery business based in Denver, operating in
Colorado and northern New Mexico, and Green Earth Forest Enterprise, a forestry company which
planted hundreds of thousands
of trees in the southwestern and
southeastern US.
My business experience has
provided me extensive background
in administration, marketing,
management, accounting, and conflict resolution. My many years
as a farmer has shown me that if
something is broken, you fix it with
whatever means are available.
I was a founding member
of the Colorado Organic Producers Association, which lobbied for
the establishment of a Colorado
Organic Certification program. I
also served as a member of the Saguache County Weed Board. In alliance with other farmers and ranchers we lobbied the state legislature
on behalf of Surface Water Right
holders, challenging the state’s
attempt to take private property
rights without due compensation.

Dear Editor,
I have been following, with
growing dread, the growing land
grab being enabled in Moffat by
our elected governmental officials.
I can find no other description for
the rape of our open lands in Saguache County and the town of
Moffat. A thousand dollars an acre
and special dispensations and considerations to “individual/medical
use growers” amounts to a freefor-all expansion encroaching on
our lands and lives. Who will be
overseeing the sale and distribution of these eventual thousands of
pounds of marijuana?
I could not visualize the impact until this past week when a
friend drove me through part of
this literal overnight growth of
side-by-side by block of greenhouse
construction raping our land, to
consume unknown amounts of
electricity and water draining an

already stressed aquifer. I can’t imagine the distress of residents living along that county road leading
past the Moffat School. I await the
detailed plans of Moffat leaders to
assure the peace and tranquility of
all of our residents and businesses.
Sincerely,
Robert Adler

Why electric rates
dropped

Dear Editor,
By now everyone knows that
the household electric demand rate
dropped drastically beginning December 1. Bear in mind, you will
not see the effects of the new rate
in your bill until this January. The
reduced rate would not have happened without the intervention of
Anne Pace and Karina Danforth,
aided by Lili Zohar and an extraordinary lawyer, Sarah Keane. Their
efforts have helped to made this a
happier new year!
The structure of a cooperative
is an inverted pyramid with the
members at the top. We vote in the
board who in turn selects and votes
in the CEO. The CEO is our employee who is expected to act prudently,
responsibly, and equitably on our
behalf. The PUC is the overriding
legal entity that can intervene if
the operation gets out of balance.
On Oct. 18, the PUC provided a
settlement judge to oversee the mediation that resulted in a correction
of the inequitable rate change imposed on us by the CEO this past
April. The spirit of the coop resides
in the board and its employees. The
power is in our voice and vote as its
members.
What holds this community
together is the Spirit of Crestone,
the integrity of its people, and the
Eagle. This is not the first time we
have risen to meet the challenge
and prevailed. Best of the new year
to all.
Vince Palermo
We spend January 1st walking through our lives, room by
room, drawing up a list of work to
be done, cracks to be patched.
Maybe this year, to balance the
list, we ought to walk through the
rooms of our lives ... not looking
for flaws but for potential.
—Ellen Goodman

Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District
P.O. Box 520 | 57 Baca Grant Way S.
Crestone, CO 81131-0520

Interested in being on the Baca Water Board of Directors?

NOTICE OF VACANCY ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS, OF THE

You are warmly
invited:WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT
BACA GRANDE
• to attend a TO
meeting
(typically
third Friday at the Baca
FILL VACANCY
BYthe
APPOINTMENT
Water Office)
•
with given
current
to getofaDirector
feel for
the
position
NOTICE talk
IS HEREBY
that aboard
vacancy members
exists for the Office
of the
Baca
Grande
• complete a self-nomination form/letter by February 28th, 2020

Water and Sanitation District (the “District”). An eligible elector of the District will be appointed
byThe
the Board
of Directors
serve until
they or Three
their successor
electedvacant
at the for
election
will (the
be “Board”)
held ontoMay
5, 2020.
seatsis are
next
regular of
special
district
election
in May
2020.
a term
three
years
each.
Candidates
must be registered to vote
in the State of Colorado and own taxable real or personal property

Water to
and
Aninside
eligible the
electorBaca
of the Grande
District is registered
voteSanitation
in Colorado and:District.
Self-nomination
forms/letters
and
qualifications
are available on
1. A resident of the District; or
the2. website
-www.bacawater.com
or
call
719-256-4310.
The owner (or spouse/civil union partner of owner) of taxable real or personal property
situated within the boundaries of the District; or
3. A person who is obligated to pay taxes under a contract to purchase taxable property
within the District.
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Deborah Kanter
1951-2019

Deb Kanter was born in
Chicago, the eldest in a family
of three children. Growing up
in suburban Highland Park, she
swam in Lake Michigan, took riding lessons, canoed in northern
Minnesota and learned to ski. After graduating second in her high
school class of 500, she attended
the University of Pennsylvania
before leaving Philadelphia to
move to Colorado. Once there,
she made jewelry, cooked for a
hunting camp and camped and
hiked extensively. She lived in
Salida in her 20s, where she was
married and began a long career
as a ski instructor that included teaching at Taos Ski Valley
and later Jackson Hole. She also
pursued a Bachelor of Science in
Directed Interdisciplinary Studies, with a focus on Hydrology,
from Montana State University

in Bozeman. After receiving her
degree in 2002, she worked for
the National Forest Service, including at Pecos National Forest
in New Mexico and in Jackson,
WY. Deb was known as a talented
craniosacral practitioner, an avid
Western swing dancer and a student of Navajo culture.
Constants in her life were
hiking and camping in some of
the most spectacular places in
the Rockies and her Buddhist
practice. She studied extensively
with numerous Buddhist teachers, attending advanced practice
intensives to deepen her meditation practice. At her passing, she
was attended by several of these
teachers.
Deb is survived by her
brother and sister in California,
Michael Kanter and Julie Kanter; brother-in-law Gary Scherer
and nephew Jasper Scherer; and
leaves behind many other loved
ones in Salida, Taos, Crestone
and other parts of the west. Deb’s
family would like to express their
gratitude to the Crestone End-ofLife Project volunteers and Deb’s
friends for their around-the-clock
support and care of her during
her final weeks.
In honor of Deb’s dedication to her Buddhist practice and
her service to the broader Buddhist community, donations in
her memory can be made to the
Pundarika Foundation at https://
tsoknyirinpoche.org or mailed to
PO Box 57, Crestone, CO 81131.

Fatal car crash happens in Moffat
by Mary Lowers
According to a Colorado State Patrol (CSP) press release, well known
and loved, life-long Saguache County resident Barbara Vigil, 73, was killed
in a two-vehicle crash November 25.
The accident occurred at 6:20pm at Hwy. 17 and Moffat Way.
A 2019 Dodge Ram 1500 pickup driven by Jason Huntress, 25, of
Boulder was travelling southbound toward Moffat at a high rate of speed.
Barbara Vigil, travelling northbound in her 2004 Chevy Blazer, was turning left from Hwy. 17 onto Moffat Way when the Dodge collided with the
right side of her vehicle.
Following the collision the Dodge came to rest on its wheels on the
shoulder of Hwy. 17. The Chevy came to rest on the side of the road on its
wheels. Barbara Vigil was declared dead from her injuries at the scene.
Huntress and a passenger, Christina Salgado, 28, of Santa Fe, NM were
transported to the SLV Regional Medical Center with minor to serious injuries.
CSP says speed is a factor in this crash which is still under investigation. Barbara Vigil will be missed by her many family members and friends
across the valley. She was be laid to rest in Saguache.

Saguache County crime report
by Mary Lowers
The usual suspects were ticketed for speeding by the Saguache
County Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO). Frankly I am happy about this speeding
patrol with all the ice and slushy snow around this winter. You still get
there when you go the speed limit.
The Colorado State Patrol (CSP) is looking for information on a cold
case from 2002. The remains of a man wearing black boxer shorts and a
Harley-Davidson tee shirt were discovered wrapped in a quilt off Colorado Hwy. 114. The deceased was probably forty to sixty years old, two
hundred twenty-five to three hundred pounds, and around six foot five
inches tall. If you have any information on this case contact CSP.
Sheriff Dan Warwick commented on the suicide of a young man,
Dylan Maes, in the County Jail last month. He told me, “The case file
is with the District Attorney (DA) and there is absolutely no truth to
rumors of police brutality in this case.” Because this case is with the DA
the Sheriff could not comment further. Regarding rumors that Khristal
Resinger’s body had been discovered in an old mine or cave where police were seen bringing out human remains, the sheriff said, “No body
found by law enforcement . . . what cave? Where?” The Sheriff assured
me that Khristal’s case is being pursued and the SCSO is “still getting
some information on the case. But we need a body or an eye witness to
move forward.” The Sheriff also told me there is no news on the Moffat
fire investigation.
The SCSO warrant roundup continued this past month. A homeless Center man, 39, was jailed on two fugitive from justice charges with
$1260 bail listed. A Center man, 31,went to jail on three failure to appear charges and one first degree burglary with a $50,000 bail. A $500
bail kept a Center woman, 28, in the County Jail on failure to appear
charges. An Antonito man, 19, went to jail on failure to appear charges
with a $500 bail set. A Moffat man, 28, went to jail on failure to appear
charges along with domestic violence and harassment with no bail listed
Another homeless Center man, 43, was jailed on first degree burglary and criminal mischief charges. His bail was set at $60,000. A Moffat man, 25, was jailed on charges of second degree assault, menacing
and possession of a weapon by a previous offender. His bail was set at
$20,000. A Lakewood man, 22, went to jail in Saguache on a probation
violation warrant.
Happy New Year folks! Be safe and take care of each other—it is a
long winter ahead.
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past to make Saguache County the
great team it has been!
Road 59 the key to the
Moffat decision
At its first meeting
in December, the Commissioners announced
that the County would
maintain ownership
of County Road 59
and not cede the road
to Moffat. Therefore,
the road cannot be part of the
flagpole strategy that Moffat and
Potch LLC were using to justify
their annexation of land west of
Highway 17 for the purposes of an
extensive marijuana cultivation
operation. Colorado law states
that to be eligible for annexation,
an area must have not less than
one-sixth of the perimeter of the
area proposed to be annexed contiguous with the annexing municipality. Moffat proposed a flagpole
strategy that required ownership
of a portion of CR 59 to meet the
legal requirement. Many in the
crowded courtroom were waiting
for a blanket statement like “annexation denied.” But the decision
reflected the legal governance the
County has. Commissioner Jason Anderson said: “The County
Commissioners are being asked
to manage the assets of the County that best serves residents. The
County does not give up our roads,
especially not one transporting
our children to school.” Since the
road has been denied, can Moffat
go ahead with annexation? Without CR 59 the annexation cannot
succeed, right? County attorney
Ben Gibbons commented on the
legal entanglements. He said this
attempt may not end here, and
Moffat/Potch pursue the matter
in court. That would be a very expensive, time-consuming undertaking, and water issues combined
with the lack of contiguity might
doom their efforts.
End-of-year financials
Adoption of Saguache County Mill Levy and 2020 budget:
Trish Gilbert, Saguache County
Clerk, recorded that the Saguache
County Assessor recertified for
2020 a total assessed valuation of
($77,668,371) for Saguache County. The annual budget of Saguache
County, Colorado for Fiscal Year
2020 requires the generation of
property tax revenue for the various County funds. Therefore the
Board of County Commissioners
authorized a property tax levy of
eighteen and eight hundred thirty-one thousandths mills (18.831)
for the General Fund; they approved a property tax levy of three
and two-tenths and zero-hundredths and zero-thousandths
mills (3.200) for the Social Service
Fund; a property tax levy of fivetenths and zero-hundredths and
zero-thousandths mills (.500) for
the Public Health Fund; an abatement tax levy of nine-thousandths
(.009) for the General Fund. The
final budget adopted for 2020 is
$15,350,482.23.
Other new faces
Wendi Maez nominated Amber Wilson to be the interim Land
Use Director and the Commissioners approved. Wilson has been
the Land Use Deputy for several
months and is familiar with lot
consolidations and other land use
matters.

Saguache
County
		 News
New year, new faces
by Sandia Belgrade
A happy and prosperous New
Year to everyone in the county.
What happened in the last meetings of 2019 bodes well for county
residents. The Board of County
Commissioners (BOCC) has named
Wendi Maez as the new County
Administrator. The decision was
announced with some of her staff
and well-wishers present. Maez,
who has been the Land Use Administrator for 18 years, has shown she
can handle Administrative duties.
She has filled in twice as County
Administrator when previous Administrators suddenly retired or
quit. And she did it while still functioning as the Land Use person and
ably juggled both positions at once.
Maez was chosen from three final
candidates including Robert Woelz,
director of Emergency Management. He has proven to be a competent manager and brought many
positive improvements to that department.
Wendi and her family moved
to the valley in 1975. In June of
1984 she started working for Saguache County in the Clerk’s office. After that she went to work
for the Assessor’s office and part
time at the Land Use office and she
was eventually appointed Land

Wendi Maez, new County Administrator.

Use Administrator. Five years later she was named Co-County Administrator. So in these 35 years
she has had experience in several
departments. The Commissioners
have talked about bringing in a
financial person or establishing a
financial department to augment
administration. Maez feels the
County has the staff on board to
handle the finances right now “until we can get the finances updated that need to be corrected and
move forward with the possibility
of purchasing a new financial system in the future.” She noted the
challenge for County employees
who have had to work through the
ups and downs of recent Administrators. Her vision for the near
future is to get the Administration
Office back to where it was in the

www.crestoneeagle.com
Center’s new police chief
Dale Meek, who has been
the Center Police Chief for only a
few months, introduced himself
to the Commissioners. Meek, who
has been the Center Police Chief
for only a few months, served in
Afghanistan in international criminology. He is from Kentucky and
said that when he first saw Center
it looked like the town he came
from in Kentucky.
Closed Basin Project support request
Peggy Godfrey, who is a director on the Rio Grande Water Conservation District (RGWCD) representing Saguache County, requested a
letter of support from the Commissioners in her effort to have the RGWCD Board cease production of all
Closed Basin Project wells in Phases Four and Five. These wells directly affect Crestone and adjacent
ranching neighbors and the Wildlife
Refuge. The dialog has been ongoing but for those readers needing a
reminder, a closed basin is a hydrologic basin that has no outlet for the
water. Precipitation can only leave
through evaporation or seepage.
The basin was filed in 1972 amid
opposition and decreed in 1980
when the water situation in the
northern valley was a much wetter
place than it is today—anecdotes of
skaters skating from Saguache to
Hooper abound. The pivot irrigation
systems in the early 1970s drew
down the water tables and dried up
the surface soils. Ground water has
severely dropped and there’s a notable decline of the water table. In a
recent Eagle article Emmy Savage
vividly described the present state:
a landscape that includes many
dead trees, a creek that goes dry
by late July and a Wildlife Refuge
scrambling to maintain habitat for
Colorado state-declared endangered
fish. The Commissioners noted
there is also a management problem
and will write a letter of support.
Living Wisdom Village
moving forward
Kirsten Schreiber, Chair of
Crestone Peak Community Housing (CPCH), thanked the Commissioners for their ongoing support of
the Living Wisdom Village (LWV),
elders creating an affordable living
community project in Crestone. For
several years their non-profit has
been receiving Saguache County
Sales Tax grants to further their
senior affordable housing project.
Schreiber updated the Commissioners on the project and their
success in signing a contract in late
October of 2019 to purchase land
in the town of Crestone. The closing is scheduled for April 2020 so
that CPCH can achieve Planned
Unit Development approval on 4.6
acres east of the Crestone Charter
School. They are planning to establish a 15-20-unit project to house
up to 25 people 55 and older looking for safe, affordable housing in
the county. This is gravely needed
in our area. Saguache and Center
both have affordable housing from
the County in their towns. Commissioners have encouraged CPCH
to explore other initiatives in the
County to see if projects could be
combined.
Housing Authority seeking third property
Evan Samora, Director of
County Housing, recognizes the
need for more Section 8 units.

To that end he is continuing to
research available land and funding. He has received several grants
and donations in his effort to purchase land.

Wreath laid in Crestone Cemetery.

Wreaths Across America
Saguache County participated in the Wreaths Across America
Project on December 14 designated
as National Wreaths Across America Day. Wreaths Across America
was established in 1992 as an extension of the Arlington Wreath
project. This year wreath-laying
ceremonies were held at more than
1,600 additional locations in all
50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.
With sales tax grant money from
the Saguache County Commissioners and donations from many
private sources, over 1826 wreaths
were laid in one afternoon at
Homelake Veterans Cemetery. An
additional 303 wreaths honored
veterans laid at Hillside, Chicago,
Villa Grove, Crestone, Rito Alto,
and La Garita cemeteries. Commissioner Lovato laid a wreath at
the Crestone Cemetery. Saguache
County Treasurer Connie Trujillo and her partner, Navy veteran
Gene Gowens, wrote the grant for
the wreaths.
Tourism Council request
The Council requested funding for an electric vehicle charging
station. It’s a sound tourism strategy. Most electric vehicles are currently capable of only about 100
miles of driving before they need
to be recharged. Since our county
is located quite a distance from
any large town, travelers would
welcome that infrastructure. However it won’t serve the County’s
goals of attracting more tourists
who bring revenue into the county unless the charging station is
placed in a town. Charging can
take some time and would allow
visitors to experience the county
and be exposed to a town where
they could develop relationships
with town residents and benefit
local businesses. Perfect timing.
On December 16 Gov. Jared Polis
announced that he had joined the
governors of seven other western
states in signing a memorandum
of understanding to voluntarily
enhance electric vehicle infrastructure regionally. “Our goal in
Colorado is to reach 100 percent
renewable energy by 2040 . . . and
supporting an electric vehicle infrastructure will help save people
money and protect our planet.”

2019
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Year in Review

A new plan to export SLV water is proposed
CrestoneArtists.com eighth annual
Citizen’s group & Town of Crestone reach settlement
agreement with electric company over rate hike
Open Studio Tour Oct. 12-13
State of marijuana in Saguache County
30th Anniversary of

the Crestone Energy Fair
August 16-18

Hiking to South Crestone
Lake

Crestone Charter School high school students’ trip to Brazil

Crestone Charter School receives
Colorado Safe Routes to School Funding
Kaboom! Community builds beautiful
new playground in Crestone Creekside Park

Get ready for
some spoken word:
The Crestone
Town of Moffat reviews Area 420 large expansion
Poetry Festival,
Saguache County tables decision on Impact Report
Feb 21-24
Saguache County Administrator resigns, cites problems
Crestone Performances: Year in review
POA news: Annual election results
& a state of land sales report
The mystery of the stone huts
Tour the Baca Wildlife Refuge

Not one drop—Opposition
mounts to latest water export plan
Living in harmony with Nature
Shumei International Institute celebrates 17 years of Crestone community
Is hemp the valley’s crop
of the future? Part 1

Who We Are

Neighbors Helping Neighbors
brings ZiMBiRA Afro Fusion Band
to Crestone for Spring Dance

Fine arts auction fundraiser for
the Teyuna September 11
Bears active in & around Crestone; break-ins reported

Crestone Baca Resiliency: Moving into Year Three
Great Sand Dunes
named an International Dark Sky Park

Crestone Peak Community
Housing (CPCH) & Living Wisdom
Village, on we go!

The Closed Basin Project
Dead trees, dry creeks &
dropping water tables

Enjoy Independence Day in Crestone

Winter trails
& Colorado cabins:
A unique wonderland
Pema Chödrön Foundation grants
property deed to Pema Chöling
monastic center
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by Allyson Ransom, Town
Clerk
December 9, 2019 Board of
Trustees meeting
The meeting was called to
order at 9:30am, and the Board of
Trustees passed the following motions:
• To approve the agenda as
presented
• To approve the minutes of
the regular board meeting of November 11, 2019
• To approve the minutes of
the special board meeting on November 15, 2019
• To approve paying the bills
• To approve the financial report as presented
• To approve increasing Armando Méndez-Sánchez’s hours
up to twenty (20) hours per week
as the Town’s contracted code enforcer; if emergencies arise, these
hours may be increased.
• To appoint Mayor Danforth
to the Crestone-Baca Planning
Commission for 2020
• To approve Daniel Johnson
collaborating with the Crestone
Tree Board to come up with a proper fire mitigation plan
• To approve the Art Gallery’s liquor license renewal for
2020
• To
approve
Neighbors
Helping Neighbors’ Special Event
Permit for a fundraiser on New
Year’s Eve to be held at the Cloud
Station at 220 S. Cottonwood St.
on December 31, 2019
• To adopt Resolution #0122019 for adopting the 2019 Mill
Levy
• To adopt Resolution #0132019 to place a sales tax increase
question on the 2020 municipal
ballot
• To adopt Resolution #0142019 to hold a mail-out ballot and
designate an election official and
set the pay for election judges
• To amend the Town’s fine
schedule in the following ways:
“dogs at large on public property”
will now incur a $100.00 fine for
the first offense, and “vicious dogs
on public property” will incur a
minimum $250.00 fine for the first
offense
• To adjourn the meeting at
3:20pm.
Staff reports
Treasurer Busby discussed
the following in her report:
• Sales
tax
totaled
$23,673.33
• State sales tax for marijuana paraphernalia totaled $288.00
• Municipal marijuana tax
totaled $959.89
• The Town’s sewer bill this
month totaled $10,489.67. The
Town’s average monthly bill this
year was $3,371.00. The board directed the Treasurer to pay the
average bill and schedule a meeting with the manager at the Baca
Grande Water and Sanitation Division.
• It was noted that a large
clog was found during manhole inspections and it is suspected that
major clogs of paper towels are orig-

inating from the Crestone Charter
School’s sewer line especially after
large community events are held
in the facility which raise effluent
flow levels at meter near the kiosk.
• Trustees directed staff to
contact the school director about
preventative measures that the
Trustees discussed with the staff
including removing paper towels
and installing air blow dryers and
offering the school suggestions for
dealing with the sanitation needs
of large community groups who use
the school facilities
Mayor Danforth reported:
• Report on a company that
provides solar wind technology
• Update on fundraising
event for Safe Routes to School,
which netted $571.00
• Sustainable tourism
• Dark Sky Colorado Tour
Clerk Ransom discussed the
following in her report:
• Trustees appointment to
the Crestone-Baca Planning Commission
• Update on upcoming election with three board member positions available (Trustee Goergen/
Trustee Kinney and the mayor’s
position)
• CML fall election results
pertaining to increasing sales tax
in other towns
• Winterfest event and tree
placement update including email
correspondence
from
Desiree
Marceau and Crestone Deputy
Clerk D’Ambruoso
Water System Manager Ann
Bunting reported:
• CDPHE three-year Town
water test results were outstanding
• Use of Well #2 has been
temporarily suspended so that its
required Flow Meter Verification
(DWR) test can align with testing
of Well #1
• Update on office work performed
• Need to have seven customer meters recalibrated-factored
to multiply by 100
• Scheduling with Town Engineer Allen Davey for approval of
service lines to Block 43 and to investigate the high flow situation at
the plant that causes pump stress
• Winterization of Town water pits and tank drain
• Meeting with Mark Potter
to establish actual cost for NSC
Fire District sewer tap
Planning Commission Chair
Terry Goergen reported on the
monthly Planning Commission
meeting of December 2, 2019. The
main point of discussion was the
unfinished commercial building on
W. Golden Ave. The Planning Commission recommended the following courses of action to the board:
• Have the owners of the
building apply for a new building
permit and require the owners to
submit time-scheduled plans and
an ILC
• Require a safety inspection
of the building by a licensed structural engineer
• Require a completion bond

www.crestoneeagle.com
to guarantee that the
building will be completed
• Require a notarized letter from
Heather Triplett acknowledging
that
Tony Pechenik is in
charge of the project
The Clerk was
directed to contact
Tony Pechenik and
Heather Triplett.
Presentations
to board
Tom
Dessain
presented a proposal
for holding a summer
music series in Town
Hall Park. This would
The babies enjoyed Winterfest, too! Jessica FormanBach & Zachary Bach’s son, Ash, is on the left; and
be comprised of music
Lyndsay Rose-DeCamp & Brian DeCamp’s son, Atlas, is
events taking place
on the right.
 photo by Lori Nagel
four weeks in a row.
Tom wants to set up
a stage and a large
half of Neighbors Helping Neighpavilion tent in the park and leave
bors for a fundraising dance at the
them there for one month. He reCloud Station venue on December
quested that the Town “share lia31, 2019.
bility.” Tom’s plan did not factor
The Trustees discussed a
in the hours of Public Works’ time
draft of Ordinance #2019-006 to
that would be required to manage
amend the Nuisance Code relatand pick up after attendees during to dogs at large and vicious or
ing and after the events. Tom said
dangerous dogs. The Trustees reche plans on requesting a sales tax
ommended imposing higher fines
grant and will seek sponsorship to
for a vicious dog that is not under
pay for the events. Tom was providan owner’s control and each day of
ed with an event application form
continued violation would incur a
at the behest of the board, and this
new citation. The Trustees agreed
item will be presented again at the
with Attorney Farish that everyJanuary meeting.
one has the right to walk on public
The Trustees briefly discussed
property without being in danger of
constructing a gazebo and reattack. The ordinance will be prestrooms in Town Hall Park. Treassented again at the January meeturer Busby reminded the Trustees
ing with changes discussed includthat there is no money in the 2020
ing giving the municipal judge the
budget for a new building project.
final authority to order a dog owner
Daniel Johnson reported on
to have the vicious dog euthanized
specific reasons for trimming and
and show proof from a veterinary
cutting trees and answered quesclinic.
tions regarding mitigation proceThe board scheduled their andures. He agreed to send a report
nual work retreat for Friday, Janudetailing what he and his Firewise
ary 31, 2020.
mitigation team plan to mitigate in
Announcements
and around town. He plans on reElection 2020:
moving dead, dying and diseased
from the Town Clerk during
trees, and some old growth if necregular office hours (Mon-Thurs,
essary. He will flag areas to be
9am-2pm) and those interested in
mitigated and the Trustees directrunning for the office of Trustee or
ed him to work with Kizzen Laki
Mayor for the Town of Crestone,
and other Tree Board members
Colorado must be:
throughout the process. The board
• Registered electors 18
noted that the areas for top prioryears of age and older
ity this year are the northern and
• Resident within the town
western borders of town.
limits of the municipality for at
The Trustees discussed the
least 12 consecutive months immepros and cons about supporting
diately preceding the election
Peggy Godfrey’s recommendation
• Cannot be a candidate for 2
to write a letter to the Rio Grande
offices at the same election
Water Conservation District (RGThere will be three Trustee
WCD) asking to close wells in the
openings, including the Mayor’s
Closed Basin Project. It was sugposition
gested that there could be possible
Serving on the board requires
legal ramifications as the Town
several hours of personal time each
will be contracting with RGWCD to
month that includes studying documeet State water augmentation rements, preparing for and attending
quirements. Clerk Ransom advised
all board meetings.
contacting the Town’s water attorCode Enforcement:
ney, Peter Nichols. The Trustees’
Due to the number of dogs
general consensus was that they
allowed to continue to run loose,
did not have enough information to
including aggressive or dangerous
decide whether to write a letter in
dogs, the board of Trustees has insupport of Peggy Godfrey’s request.
creased first offense fines for dogs
The Trustees would like another
running at large and vicious dogs
member of the RGWCD to come
running at large to $100 and $250
speak to them in January.
respectively.
Attorney’s report
Many thanks to the business
The annual Crestone Artiowners who are diligently clearing
sans Gallery permit application
snow and ice along sidewalks in
was submitted and reviewed prior
front of their businesses and comto board approval.
plying with Crestone’s Sidewalk
A special event permit was
Policy (adopted January 9, 2017).
submitted by Mary Lowers on be-
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Presentation by Wetland Dynamics on San Luis
Valley Wetland & Wildlife Conservation Assessment
given at Saguache County Commissioners’ meeting
by Emmy Savage
As a follow up to the conversations generated by my article in the
November Crestone Eagle on falling water tables and “The Closed
Basin Project” (see Living on the
Earth, “The Closed Basin Project”;
The Crestone Eagle, November,
2019), I invited Jenny Nehring
and Cary Aloia of Wetland Dynamics to come to the northern San
Luis Valley and do a presentation
on their “San Luis Valley Wetland
and Wildlife Conservation Assessment” completed earlier this year.
I especially wanted to include the
Saguache County Commissioners,
and it seemed the most expedient use of everyone’s time to have
the presentation at the Saguache
County Courthouse. So, on December 11, 2019 Ms. Nehring and
Ms. Aloia presented a summary of
their “Assessment” to the Saguache
County Commissioners and members of the public. The facts they
presented were sobering. The Assessment was built upon an analysis conducted by the Intermountain
West Joint Venture that used Geographic Information System mapping (GIS), a form of data collection
from satellite imagery, to quantify
the extent of “wet acres” in the valley over the last thirty years. The

designation “wet acres” includes
“wetlands” but is not specific to official wetland delineations as the
model picks up all areas that have
surface water which at times may
include crops such as alfalfa. The
model also includes surface water
that is seasonal or intermittent.
Wet acres in the entire San Luis
Valley have over all declined by
60%. Of the entire valley, the north
end appears to have lost the most
wet acres with the Baca Wildlife
Refuge showing a decline of 70%.
Today, 75% of the remaining wet
acres are on private land and 25%
on public. This observation strongly supports their assertion that
both the private and public sectors,
as well as interagency cooperation,
are key to seriously finding solutions to our declining water tables,
creeks, and wetlands. One aspect
of the decline in wet acres is its effect on migrating birds and water
fowl. The San Luis Valley is the
southernmost significant waterbird production area in the Central
Flyway and is now facing severe
stress and declines in bird populations. Based on the GIS model, it
appears that water is most limited
in the early spring and in the fall,
just when migrating birds need water the most. Another effect of the

decline in water, as Commissioner
Ken Anderson observed, has been
the enormous cost to agriculture
and ranching.
Jenny and Cary stated that
there are many factors contributing
to the decline in wet acres including warmer temperatures, consistent and prolonged drought conditions, changes in irrigation tied to
the groundwater irrigation season,
and mining of the aquifer through
groundwater use and pumping.
They recommended that any remediation include a valley-wide effort
and advocated for the protection
of Closed Basin Project mitigation
lands such as the Alamosa Wildlife Refuge, San Luis Lake, Blanca
Wetlands and Russel Lakes.
When asked what were the
goals of their assessment, Jenny
and Cary stated the goals were to
quantify changes in the hydrologic
extent of wet acres over time, to
advocate for and facilitate interagency collaboration in finding ways
to protect and restore wet acres
and wetlands, to determine priorities for conservation based results
indicating where and when water
is most limited, and to advocate
for sustainability in the way agriculture is practiced in the valley.
“Recovering our aquifer is going
to hurt,” Jenny stated and will require cooperation and shared sacrifice.
Wetland Dynamics’ assessment can be enormously important in providing a base of factual
information that can be analyzed
further for specific questions in
order to help inform policy. For
example, an individual landowner in the north valley is trying to
make the case for exporting water
pumped from the confined aquifer
to the Front Range. However, the
assessment clearly states through
background research, surveys,
and studies that the confined and

HRRMC Saguache
Health Center

unconfined aquifers are hydraulically connected and recharge to the
confined aquifer occurs along fault
lines or at the margins of the valley. As Ms. Nehring and Ms. Aloia
stated in their presentation, the
behavior of water on the surface
is directly linked to what is going
underneath and to my mind, mining either aquifer for export doesn’t
make sense. In addition, the State
Engineer and the State of Colorado
have acknowledged that water resources are already over-appropriated. As Commissioner Tim Lovato suggested, a more sustainable
approach to pumping for any use
should calibrate pumping levels to
the amount of annual snow pack.
Besides Commissioners Tim
Lovato, Jason Anderson, and Ken
Anderson, those attending Wetland Dynamics’ presentation were
Peggy Godfrey, board member of
the Rio Grande Water Conservation District, Sugandha Brooks,
board member of the Baca Grande
Property Owners Association, May
Engquist representing the San
Luis Valley Ecosystem Council, Bill
Sutherland of the Crestone Baca
Land Trust, biologist David Lee
and Carol Lee, Elinor Laurie who
has been monitoring the decline in
the Gunnison Sage Grouse population in the north end of the valley,
and homeowners and concerned
citizens, Mark Bluestein and myself.
Crestone Mayor Kairina
Danforth had a conflict at the last
minute but is following this conversation closely.

LEIGHA NICOLE

Bodytherapy - Integrative
Deep Tissue Bodywork
Traditional Ashtanga Yoga

Therapeutic Private Classes

We want to ensure your family stays happy and healthy for years to come. That's why HRRMC
is now offering Family Medicine, Obstetrics and Rehab services to the San Luis Valley.
Family Medicine and Obstetrics – (719) 530-2000
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Rehab Services – (719) 530-2040
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 8 a.m. – 12 p.m.

Mysore-Style Classs Intensives

Gentle introductory courses
Workshops Retreats
Teaching since 1984
SPLENDIDYOGA.COM
SPLENDIDHEALINGRETREATS.COM

(719) 209-8518
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Shumei’s January 18 Whole Living
Symposium hosts Nicholas Chambers

“Calf Rescue” photo by Bill Ellzey. Bill will be presenting Sunday January 19 at 3pm as
Shumei’s next featured artist. Bill Ellzey founded this Artist Symposia Program.

Bill Ellzey featured artist for
January & February at Shumei;
Symposium January 19
Bill Ellzey, longtime Crestone resident and founder of the
Shumei International Artist Symposium program, will be showing
his work at the Shumei Gallery in
Crestone for the month of January
and February. A symposium with
Bill will be held on Sunday, January 19, 3-5pm. A reception will
follow.
Bill picked up his first camera in 1965, at age 20, not knowing then that photography would
become his profession.
Bill states, “Since then camera work has taken me to parts
of the world I only knew from
textbooks, magazines and television, completing assignments and
teaching photographers the art
and techniques of the medium.
Work from India, China, Australia, Japan, Mexico, Alaska, Egypt,
Ireland, Bhutan, Zambia, Chilean Patagonia and the American
West has been published here and
abroad. The images have appeared
in magazines, books, calendars,
newspapers, catalogs, annual reports. Some personal work is in
galleries and private collections.
“After moving from my attic
darkroom on the family ranch in
Texas to Telluride, Colorado in
1978, I directed Western Photo
Workshops for eleven years. In
1995 I moved to the San Luis Valley, took up residence in a travel
trailer near Crestone, Colorado
and started building a strawbale
house. During the 4 years it took

to complete the house I watched
the advent of digital photography
render my design for a traditional darkroom obsolete. In 1999 I
moved in. I continue to teach privately and for a few notable photo
programs, and organize occasional
photography tours overseas.”
Come visit with Bill and
learn more about his work. This
event is free to the public. Please
visit www.shumeicrestone.org or
call 256-5284 for more information. Please call the office to confirm the office is open.

Convenient Care
Community Clinic

Shumei International Institute is happy to
announce the next symposium in our Whole Living Symposia series. We
are excited to have Nicholas Chambers as our next
presenter on Saturday,
January 18 from 10 to
11am. Nick will be sharing with us about how
he sees the realities of
local food, renewable energy, and local economy
in a time of ubiquitous
instant gratification and
commoditized everything.
This event is free to the
public.
Nick
Chambers
has been a gardener and
homesteader since 1999.
He is the founding general manager and Chief
Fungi of Valley Roots Food
Hub, an aggregating, Join us at Shumei on Saturday, January 18 at 10am as
we hear from Nick Chambers.
marketing and customer
service link between local producers and local buyers via
Chambers started a homestead
Community Supported Agriculture
and CSA, Chokecherry Farms in
(CSAs) and Wholesale DistribuCrestone, in 2005.
tion. The Valley Roots Food Hub is
Come join us at Shumei Ina DBA of the non-profit grassroots
ternational Institute as we hear
community organization of the San
from Nick Chambers. By looking
Luis Valley Local Foods Coalition.
at the whole we can achieve a hapNick has been involved in solar and
pier, healthier, and more fulfilling
anaerobic digester installations
lifestyle. To learn more visit www.
throughout the San Luis Valley
shumeicrestone.org or call 719and together with his wife Alycia
256-5284.

“Unite behind
the science and
take real action.”
- Greta Thunberg
crestonebacaresiliency.net

Wishing our global family a safe and happy
New Year

Shumei International Institute

Sharing Healing Jyorei, Natural Agriculture,
Art and Beauty with the world.....

1131 Main Street
Alamosa, CO 81101

719-589-2562

NOW OPEN
EVERY DAY AT

7AM!
7AM
VWHS.ORG

Art Symposia, exhibitions, concerts and
special events. See the community calendar or
visit www.shumeicrestone.org for an up to date schedule
Site tours available every day from 9 -5 - Call the office for Gallery viewing
8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services) are always open to the public
Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284
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Border art fundraiser & holistic
trauma support for asylum
seekers & new immigrants

Summer, oil on linen, 16” by 16”, 2019, by Christine Columbo.

Crestone Artisans Gallery news,
the art of Christine Columbo
by David Lee
Now that the gallery has
completed the busy holiday season, it will move back onto its
normal winter hours: Wednesdays
through Sundays 11:00 AM til 4:00
PM. As items have been sold and
removed from the gallery, members and consignees have replaced
those empty places with new work.
So, it is a good time to view some
of the most recent works of gallery
members.
Gallery memberships slowly change over time, as old members move away or retire, and new
members move to Crestone. Memberships are limited to 21, because
each member has a space for displaying their work—and that
space is limited.
A recently accepted member to the gallery is Christine
Columbo. Her work as an artist
has flourished since her arrival
in Crestone, and it has been quite
an odyssey that has brought her
here. Although she demonstrated considerable artistic talent as
a child growing up in New Jersey,
and she received a B.F.A. degree
at New Jersey State College, life
took her in quite a different direction. She moved nearby to the Big
Apple, studied computer programming, earned a master’s degree
in business and philosophy from
NYU, and then worked as a computer graphic artist, programmer
and financial consultant. At the
age of 35 she had hoped, in her
words, that “my academic studies
and New York City lifestyle and
career would create a life of happiness, but I was surprised to find
a very different calling. Following
my heart, I ‘walked out of my life’
and for the next 19 years lived as
a monastic.”
Christine arrived in Crestone
in 2016 as a retreat participant
at Vajra Vidya. There, she re-established her work as an artist,
and more recently has stayed on
as a staff member. Reflecting on

this journey Christine has said,
“For much of my life, although it
appeared I had achieved success,
I didn’t feel my life had purpose.
This led to my monastic journey,
meditation, service and eventually a journey into the depths of my
own heart. At the end of my 19
years as a monastic and spiritual
practitioner, it was as if nothing
had happened and everything
had happened. I appeared the
same but the lens through which
I viewed the world was completely
different. My heart was open and
filled with love and my paintings
are how I try to capture the beauty
I experience all around.”
Christine works primarily in
oils and water colors, but also in
pastels and graphite pencil. Her
main subject is the human figure,
and the works are remarkable.
The figures seem to radiate with
light. Presently, our gallery holds
the main display of her work. She
has received some 25 awards for
works submitted to competition
during the past two years. “Summer,” the work illustrated here, is
a 16”x16” oil painting on linen. It
was sold and appears in the gallery as a reproduction. This painting was a finalist in the Oil Painters of America (OPA) juried show
at the Sorrel Sky Gallery in Santa
Fe this past fall, also a finalist in
the OPA Western Regional Exhibit, a finalist in the Gateway International Painting Competition
in 2019, and best in show at the
LightSpace Time Online Gallery
Open Art Exhibit. Although she
is fulfilling a number of commissioned works at present, she is also
producing other new work that
will appear in the Crestone Artisan’s Gallery in coming months,
also for a solo show at another gallery to be determined. It has been
a remarkable artistic and personal
journey for Christine, and a very
Crestonian story. Visit the Gallery
and experience her work.

Casa de Paz SLV is leading an art fundraiser in support of their
mission. The sale of a set of 5 cards is taking place now to fund efforts to provide post acute holistic trauma support to asylum seekers
waiting at the border in refugee camps and those who were recently
released from US detention centers.
The beautiful set of 5 cards depicting powerful messages for asylum seekers and the US immigration policy, created by Donna Strongheart Godwin, are being offered for a minimum donation of $20 and
can be purchased here.
“The asylum seekers were so appreciative of the music, play
and arts we brought into the refugee camp. When the asylum seekers
were engaged in our classes and services they smiled, felt joy and shed
tears.”
The heart of the artist, Donna Godwin, has been touched with
compassion for the children and families in this humanitarian crisis at
the border, and beyond. Through prayer, Donna has been given art to
create that reaches into the hearts of humanity. Her paintings inspire
hope for the hopeless, healing for the wounded and encouragement for
all who view this beauty from her brush. You can find her on Instagram at @godw1nz.
Casa de Paz SLV’s mission is to provide post acute holistic trauma support to asylum seekers at the border and newly immigrated
families through the United States. Their target service populations
include, but are not limited to, the most vulnerable and traumatized
group, women and children. Men and LBGQTI are welcome. Casa de
Paz SLV is leading missions to the Texas/Mexico Border, more information and volunteer applications are available at www.casadepazslv.org.
Also currently accepting donations at the Trauma Relief at the Texas/
Mexico Broder Facebook Fundraising page.

Open Tuesday - Sunday 11-4

Cosmic Tea Party

Immediate transfiguration
through energy healing combined with
guidance from the subtle realms
Anna Louise Stewart & Noona O’Riley
Noona: 719.270.7710, noonaoriley47@yahoo.com
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Dark Skies
continued from page 1
International Dark Sky Association
designated community of Westcliffe/Silver Cliff, and communities
just starting the designation process such as Crestone and Creede,
and the International Great Sand
Dunes National Park and Preserve.
All of these communities and the
Sand Dunes National Park are unified by their high elevation and low
humidity, allowing for some of the
best stargazing in the world.
To be awarded Dark Sky International accreditation, a community must demonstrate three things:
first, meter readings demonstrating that it has exceptionally dark
skies; secondly, that it has robust
community support; and, thirdly,
that it offers a unique dark sky experience. Crestone possesses the
first quality in spades, and has substantiating meter readings. We’re
similarly good with the second requirement, with strong community
support for dark sky preservation
spanning fifteen years.
For the third, as a community
deeply rooted in a shared spirituality that transcends different circumstance, nationality, tradition,
culture and even religion, we plan
to offer Native American elders tell-

Cynthia Nielsen LMT

RadiantFlow Yoga
www.RadiantFlow.co

GENTLE MORNING YOGA
Mondays 10am
Little Shepherd Hall
Crestone
Corner of Alder & Carbonate

www.crestoneeagle.com

ing stories of long ago wisdom and
knowing about our eternal, complex connection with the stars, with
Nature, and with all of humanity,
reminding us what it means to be
human and how to live in harmony
with each other. Differing Native
American legends, passed down
verbally from generation to generation, generally shrouded in secrecy, will be presented over time. In
each event, the storytelling will be
accompanied by ritual fire ceremony. Some of the most sacred mountains to Native Americans overlook
our area, including Blanca Peak,
or White Shell Mountain as it is
known to the Navajo. Whether resident or visitor, all will be invited to
come and experience the spiritual
connections known in local tribal
tradition for generations.
Included in event planning
will be Western scientific star and
planetary knowledge presented by
Colorado College astronomers. Colorado College is presently planning
to install a robotic research observatory and a planetarium modeled
after the Chaco Canyon here on its
Baca Campus.
From a survey by the National Parks Conservation Association, people
have generally
become desensitized to the loss of
their dark night sky. Many people
do not have the privilege of dark
skies filled with stars. The glare
of outdoor lighting has stolen the
night sky from them, almost without notice.
As I have said before, 80% of
the people in the world today will
never see the Milky Way from their
homes. We are part of the fortunate few who do. I believe we can
no longer take for granted something each of us is blessed with—
every night—when we look up at
our starry sky.
Stay tuned for updates as
they are being created to support
our application for designation as
an International Dark Sky Community. The International Dark
Sky Association was formed in
1988 and since then has awarded
accreditation to only 23 applicants.
Let’s become the Number 24.

The brilliant MIlky Way arching across the sky—as seen from the Crestone area because
we have dark skies! Let’s keep it that way.			
 photo by Peter Ismert

Forest thinning planned for spring
by Sid Hall
The Saguache Ranger District
of the Rio Grande National Forest
plans to proceed with the proposed
thinning project east of Crestone
along the northern boundary of the
Baca subdivision. The work would
be done with chainsaws and would
encompass approximately 85 acres
along Forest Service Road 949 between the Bureau of Land Man-

EARS 2 U
Hearing Aid Services
Our Specials

Entry Level Hearing device Special

www.coloradohearingaid.com

Our Locations
Alamosa Office

• $895 per hearing aid
• This device will fit your budget to get you
back in the conversation!

2101 Main Street, Alamosa
719-587-9820

SoundLens In the Canal Hearing Aids

190 Talisman Drive, Ste C-3
Pagosa Springs
970-731-4554

• 100% custom made to fit your ear
• Self Learning, SoundLens gradually and
automatically learns patient volume
control preferences
• $500 Off advanced digital hearing aids

Pagosa Springs Office

• Free Hearing Tests available by appointment

• Walk-ins welcome

agement boundary to the west and
Willow Creek Trailhead to the east.
Designed to reduce the risk of
intense wildfires to Crestone and
adjacent communities, the thinning
will increase the spacing between
the trees in the pinyon-juniper
woodland by removing individual
trees. The lower limbs of remaining
trees will be pruned, thereby decreasing the potential for a wildfire
to move from the ground into the
tree crowns. Woody debris generated from the treatment will be piled
by hand and burned when there is
adequate snow cover.
Opportunities for firewood
collection, with a valid permit, may
be available after completion of the
thinning. Further information will
be provided on firewood collection
once implementation has begun.
Saguache District Ranger
Tristram Post signed the decision
memo on December 2 after completing the National Environmental Policy Act procedures required
prior to project implementation. “I
want to thank all of the partners
and community members that engaged with us on this project to
reach this important milestone,”
said Post. “Now we can focus our
energy on getting the work done.”
Post expects work to begin on this
project spring of 2020.
Visit the official project page:
www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=55359.
For more information, contact
Sid Hall, Forest Fuels Specialist at
719-852-6205.
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Area 420
continued from page 1
health and safety in the County.”The letter continues: “DOLA
(Colorado Department of Local Affairs) warns that the failure to plan
specifically for the physical growth
of a municipality can result in haphazard annexations that prove expensive to the municipality annexing the land, the county in which
the land is located and the neighboring communities.”
Legal challenges to the first
parcel annexed by Moffat for Area
420 have remained unaddressed.
The letter from Conundrum Group
LLC warns that if the first Potch
Annexation did not comply with
statutory law, then the first Potch
Annexation cannot satisfy the contiguity requirements for any future
Town of Moffat annexations.
Potch LLC has the option to
continue the Area 420 development
on its property currently located
in the unincorporated area of Saguache County under the existing
County regulations for subdivision.
At a Town of Moffat meeting

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL
LIGHT CHAMBER
wMind Stabilization
wSacred Sound
wLiving Color Immersion wTactile Vibration
wEssential Aroma
wDeep Silence

(719) 937-7755

www.thelightchamber.com

Tom Smith of Center delivered a load of logs for firewood to Crestone recently. Tom was very impressive with his tidy deposit of enormous logs, using enormous equipment. How much work it must have been before motorized cranes! 
photo by Gretchen Nelson

on December 12, the Mayor indicated that they are working with the
Town Attorney to identify additional possible routes to annexation.
More information will be forthcoming at the Town Board’s January 7
meeting, 6:30pm at Town Hall, 401
Lincoln Street.
In September 2019 the Town
of Moffat received two petitions
from Whitney Justice, manager
for Potch LLC, for annexation of a
total of 325 acres to the west and
north of town.
In 2018, Potch LLC successfully petitioned the Town to add
approximately 100 acres. The land
that was annexed in 2018 has been
subdivided into two-acre and fiveacre parcels and developed as Area
420 Commercial Cannabis Park.

The Historic Ute Theatre in
Saguache: 2019 in Review
by Heidi Wong
Winter Solstice marked exactly 6 months since the grand reopening of the Historic Ute Theatre
in June, and we would like to thank
everyone for helping us bring innovative and meaningful programming to the valley. We are thrilled
to report that we have hosted over
30 diverse and affordable events
ranging from live theatre and music to films and special events!
Somehow, we brought some
fabulous live theatre to our stage
from the get-go. Money Talks: But
What the Hell is it Saying kicked
off our grand-reopening weekend!
We sure set the bar high and met it
again with The Wonderful Wizard
of Oz performed by the Saguache
Community Players. Then the Red
Thread Playback Theatre Company visited us and both offered
a performance and a workshop on
an unique form of improvisation
called playback theatre. Community members have also been encouraged to explore the performing arts
through talent shows as well as our
Flash Fiction Fridays.
Music! Music!and more Music! Kicking off our grand re-opening weekend, The River Arkansas
graced our stage more than once!
We have welcomed awesome artists
& bands from Crestone - including
Jah Kings, The Water Table, The
Audience and Chances R Good - as
well as from Saguache and beyond
the valley. We even hosted a fantastic three-day Some Folk Fest over
Labor Day weekend.
We have been trying out a variety of film offerings, including:
Bill Murray Mondays; the Manhattan Short Film Fest; The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, a silent cinema
classic with a live music score and
our first Foreign Film Friday! Oh,
and Labyrinth in celebration of Jim
Hensen’s birthday, featuring our
very own ventriloquist!
We have offered a range of
events that bring diversity and education to the stage. Our sincerest
thanks to the the Shumei Interna-

tional Institute for collaborating
with us to host our Japanese Culture Event, featuring an origami
class, 2 performances by the Hikari
Taiko Drummers, and two Japanese films. We also hosted Right to
Rest, a documentary about efforts
in Denver to alleviate homelessness, followed by a panel discussion; as well as an event to honor Domestic Violence Awareness
Month. Liangyeh Tai from Taiwan
and Boulder graced our stage with
classical piano and poetry readings
as well as a wonderful free workshop, thanks to a Saguache County
Sales Tax grant. We also invited SD
Youngwolf to the theatre for storytelling and an art exhibit in recognition of Native American Heritage month. Lastly, we have hosted
fundraisers for local non-profits as
another means of giving back to the
community.
We are really happy about
what we’ve accomplished with your
kind support, but we also need to
hibernate in January to plan awesome programming for the new
year. We would very much appreciate your ideas and feedback! You
can find our survey at www.historicutetheatre.com or just leave a
message at: info@historicutetheatre.com or 719.427.1080.
Wishing you a Happy New
Year and see you in February!

THE HI ST ORI C UT E
T HEAT RE I N S AGUAC HE
W IS HES YOU A ...

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!
WE HAD AN AWESOME 2019 WITH
OVER 30 EVENTS!
THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
LOOKING FORWARD TO A
WONDERFUL 2020 WITH YOU!
SEE YOU IN FEBRUARY!
Stay tuned for next year's upcoming
events by following us on Facebook
or by visiting our website:
historicutetheatre.com
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HAPS
Annual Women’s March
planned for January 18

It’s time to march again!
Everyone is invited to join the San
Luis Valley Women’s March starting at 10am, Saturday, January 18,
at the corner of Richardson Avenue
and Main Street in Alamosa. This
family-friendly, nonpartisan event
will be led by the Adams State University Drum Line.
The theme, “Vision 2020,” celebrates 100 years of women voting.
Following the march will be a onehour program at Adam State University’s Carson Auditorium, located in the Student Union Building.
Community members will present
information on various social issues. Join us! For more details, call
719-480-4771.

Healing light class Jan. 18

Jyorei is a simple yet profound healing art that, by focusing
spiritual light, gradually penetrates and dissolves spiritual impurities or clouds that cause physical,
emotional, and personal dilemmas.
Join us at Shumei in Crestone for
an introductory class on Saturday,
January 18 at 3pm in the office.
“Jyorei” means “purification
of the spirit.” Mokichi Okada developed this healing practice as a
treatment for physical infirmities
during the 1930s. Jyorei’s healing
technique took its final form in
1947 a few years before Okada’s
passing.
There will be healthy snacks
and drinks too. All are welcome and
free to the public. Call the office at
719-256-5284 for more information.

www.crestoneeagle.com

1st Tuesday Class Series

Herbal Tea & Reflexology
Become attuned to the pathways running within our hands &
feet. A map of our energetic bodies.
A hands-on approach . . . even your
teenager will love this ! Herbal teas
to taste and to teach us.
Let’s practice this ancient
art together January 7, 10am to
12:30pm. Materials and props are
provided. $20-$40. This will be
each month at the Little Shepherd
Fellowship Hall.
There will be a monthly series
of health and wellness topics with
different teachers from the SLV
area. Next month, February 3, we
will explore Numerology,

Saguache County
Democrats’ Central
Committee meeting
January 10

The Saguache County Democratic Party Central Committee will meet Friday, January 10
at 6:30pm at Saguache Road &
Bridge Meeting Room, 305 3rd St.,
Saguache to establish the date,
time, and location for the County Assembly, determine the number of delegates per precinct to
the County Assembly, determine
whether alternates or proxies will
be allowed to the County Assembly, set a date for caucus training,
determine hosts for caucuses, and
elect a Secretary. For questions or
to get more involved with the Party,
please contact Randy Arredondo at
randyharredondo@gmail.com. We
need your help to turnout voters in
2020!
Central Committee members
who are authorized to vote on any
matters coming before the meeting are officers, precinct committee
persons and elected officials of the
county party.
The meeting is open to the
public. All are welcome!

Chad Tate and Aoife Kelly pose for a picture with Santa and their 2 daughters, Saoirse
and Aisling at Winterfest on November 30. 		

photo by Lori Nagel

Pheobe Tieder, Sequoia Sirios and Ilii
Hines had fun with Santa’s photo booth
photo by Lori Nagel
at Winterfest. 

Mark Talbot and Jyoti Stuart posed for a
fun photo in Santa’s chair at Winterfest.
		
photo by Lori Nagel

Addante Chiropractic, PC

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

Wildfire preparation public meeting
Spring Creek Fire video.
What survived?
What didn’t?
What the Firewise team
is doing to reduce risk
and how to help.

At Cloud Station, January 11 at 2:30, all welcome

NEW GI RL ON T HE BLO C K
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON
Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator
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Mati Fuller and Madolyn Davis were both vendors at this year’s Winterfest, which was
held at the Crestone Charter School the weekend of Nov. 30-Dec. 1. photo by Lori Nagel

MAITRI MASSAGE
Awareness Based Massage Therapy

ANNE ROSS, LMT
INCORPORATING DEEP TISSUE, THERAPEUTIC & ACUPRESSURE TECHNIQUES

719-588-8727

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado

719.256.4845
Text for Appointment 719.580.9146

anneross1@icloud.com

e
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Community Calendar—January 2020

Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com // NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!
If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more information call us at 719-256-4956.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month. Just
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred)
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101,
Crestone CO 81131.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per

Monthly Events
1 January
• New Years Day
• Crestone Food Bank 10am-noon
• New Years Day mass at Nada Hermitage 11amnoon
5 January
• Monthly Sampai, Shumei International Institute
10:30am-noon
• Guided Meditation, Chamma Ling Retreat Center 2-3:30pm
• Mahakala New Year Puja & Tsok (free event) Vajra Vidya 9am-5pm
• Guru Rinpoche Tsok, Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist
Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 6-8pm
6 January
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Meeting
Alder Meeting Room 5-7pm
• Commissioner J Anderson in town, Mercantile
Annex 10am-2pm
7 January
• Herbal Teas & Reflexology, Little Shepherd Fellowship Hall 10am-12:30pm
8 January
• CEOLP/IFC monthly meeting Little Shepherd
Fellowship Hall 7-9pm
• BGPOA EAC Covenant Violation Meetings POA
meeting room 10am
9 January
• Rumi Study Circle. All welcome. Golden Light
Sufi Circle 4-6pm

10 January
• Full-Moon Fire Ceremony followed by a meal
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10-noon
• Full Moon Riwo Sangcho, Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist
Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 10-11am
• Saguache Co. Dems Central Committee meeting, Saguache Co. Road & Bridge 6:30pm
11 January
• Medicine Buddha Puja Pema Choling Nuns’
Community 3:30pm
• Rest in peace before you die, Crestone Baptist
Church 10:30am-12:30pm
13 January
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Regular
Meeting Alder Meeting Room 9:30am-5pm
16 January
• Sufi Dhikr & Potluck. All welcome! Golden Light
Sufi Circle 4-6pm
• POA Board meeting POA meeting room 10am
18 January
• Sukavati Puja, Pema Choling Nuns’ Community
3:30pm
• Whole Living Symposium with Nick Chambers
Shumei International Institute 10-11am
• Healing Light Class at Shumei International Institute Shumei International Institute 3-5pm
• SLV Women’s March, meet Richardson & Main,
Alamosa 10am
• Healing Light Class Shumei Center 3pm

19 January
• Art Symposium, photographer Bill Ellzey, Shumei
International Institute 3-5pm
• Dakini Tsok Yeshe Khorlo, Buddhist Temple &
Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 6-8pm
20 January
• Commissioner J Anderson in town, Mercantile
Annex 10am-2pm
23 January
• Dorje Trolo Tsok, White Jewel Mountain Healing
Center 2pm
24 January
• New Moon Fire Ceremony followed by a meal
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-noon
• New Moon Riwo Sangcho, Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist
Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 10-11am
25 January
• Crestone Food Bank 10am-noon
27 January
• Deadline to file candidate petitions for Town,
Crestone Town Hall 2pm
30 January
• Sufi Dhikr & Potluck. All welcome! Golden Light
Sufi Circle 4-6pm
2 February
• Guided Meditation Chamma Ling Retreat Center
2-3:30pm
12 February
• BGPOA EAC Covenant Violation Meeting, 10am

Daily/Weekly Events

The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.
Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
7-8am, 256-4108, www.babajiashram.org.

• Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by
7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5248
• Tours, gallery & Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 2565284
• Open meditation & prayers 8:45-10:30am in Vajra Vidya Retreat Center Shrine Room. All are
welcome. 256-5539. www.vajravidya.com
• Tours, Temple & Gift Shop – Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.
org, www.babajiashram.org.
• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
6-7pm. Chanting in Sanskirt and Hindi. All are
welcome. 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org,
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Sunday mass at Nada Hermitage 9-10am, 256-4778
• Sunday Service Crestone Baptist Church, Christian Service Traditional/Contemporary 10am-noon
• Drop in Meditation at Choying Dzong (Sitting and
Walking), 2281 Happy Day OL, 10am-1pm
• Sutra Reading: Life story of the Buddha, Yeshe
Khorlo, 2-3pm
• Dorje Trolo Practice, White Jewel Mountain
Healing Center, 2pm
• AA meeting (open, discussion), Crestone Town
Hall, Alder St. north of Galena Ave, 7pm
Monday
• Gentle Yoga with Cynthia, Little Shepherd Fellowship Hall, www.RadiantFlow.co, 10am
• Al-Anon meeting, Little Shepherd Church, 1pm

Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinments, Shakti Sharanam, 8:30- 10am by donation, shaktisharanam.com, 256-5668
• Food Bank, next to Crestone Mercantile, 10amnoon
• Wednesday night Bible study, Crestone Baptist
Church 6-7:30pm

Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam, 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktisharanam.com, 256-5668
• NA meeting (open), Little Shepherd Church, Alder St. north of Galena Ave., 7:30pm

Saturday
• NA meeting (open, Step Study), Little Shepherd
Church, Alder St. north of Galena Ave., 9am
• Feel Free Ministries free meal, noon-4pm, Little
Shepherd Community Center

Thursday
• AA meeting (open, Book Study) Crestone Baptist
Church, Rd. T west of the kiosk, noon
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam, 5pm-6:45pm, by donation, shaktisharanam.com, 256-5668

from all of us at the
Crestone Eagle
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stop shopping on Amazon! That’s going to be really hard, but . . . (laughing) and we want to build a pond for
the toads outside and we want to buy
hemp, make hemp, grow hemp, buy
hemp Legos, eat hemp, trade hemp,
hemp!

How will you reduce your carbon footprint in 2020?
see how long it takes them to decompose, and it’s looking like 6-8 weeks.
They’re reusable, so I use the same
bags over and over. I also heat with a
woodstove and found a product called
Reflectix, which is bubble wrap with
silver on either side. I cut that out so
it fits snugly in my poorly sealed windows, and it’s made a tremendous
difference every night. I eat very little red meat. I don’t do dairy often.
Ice cream. I cannot live without ice
cream! And butter. Other than that,
I’ve switched from dairy and cattle
because I feel like that’s a big piece of
the carbon footprint.
Emily Donaldson
We’ve actually been talking
about that. We’re going to try to do
most of our vacationing just in Colorado. We live in one of the most
beautiful parts of the world, so why
spend a lot of money and a lot of energy traveling to faraway places? So
we figured we’d just try to stay in the
state, go camping a lot. Sometimes
you have to go to visit family and
there’s not much you can do about
that, but we’re going to try to stay in
the state.

Suzanne Rouge
I’d really like to work with creating an industry for creating hemp
toilet paper. And right now, I really
like paper towels. They work well for
me and I clean a lot, so I don’t want to
give them up. Now I’m only using paper products that aren’t from trees.
I’d like for us to be able to make use
of the biomass in the valley in that
way. I also am using cloth napkins
and more rags.
My carbon footprint is pretty
high because I live up north and travel across the valley on a regular basis, but I always try and consolidate
so I make fewer trips, venturing out
about 10 times a month. And I bought
a motorcycle to drive to Everson
Ranch or Valley View, where I work.
Growing my own food is important.
This will be our fifth year at Everson
providing good, organic food to low
income people. Last year, we had 15
food banks coming there to get food.
We’re now bagging everything there
in reusable hemp plastic bags, and
for composting, we can just toss the
whole thing in. I’m experimenting to

Nisa Kerr
I used to bring my chiropractor
a huge box of vegetables and he’d never charge me for treatments. I liked
trading and sharing and would like to
get back to that lifestyle more, having
enough food to have an abundance.
I’m a food person for sure. Right now,
for me, it’s children’s hand-me-downs.
I’m really grateful for both getting
and giving, and I shop thrift stores. I
feel like this doesn’t need to be said,
but don’t ever use plastic bags! Just
carry the crap out to your car in your
arms! (laughing) Passive solar is a
big one for me. It feels holistic, and
nice on my body, too.
Join a community supported
agriculture (CSA) farm and buy a
share of vegetables. I used to do vegetable shares for families, but now
I’m just supporting farms, so we’ve
bought shares the last two summers. Support your local farmers!
We keep chickens, eat eggs and use
their manure for the garden, which
is a fast way to make some nice soil
in this sandy environment. See what
local indigenous foods grow on your
land and eat them, grow them. We
have purslane and lamb’s quarters
and they’re powerful foods that grow
here in abundance. Practice permaculture. Collect seeds. Take family
baths! For me, like no more plastic
ever. But I have to renew that yearly. With kids, plastic starts taking
over! I only clean with vinegar and
essential oils. Start feeling obligated,
because this earth is our mother and
a gift to us. I’m also teaching my kids
about the environment and how we
protect it. I’m going to continue doing
things I did in the past, but as far as
what I can do this year to do more is

Seth Buchanan
In 2020, to reduce the carbon
footprint, I mainly plan to use less
plastic. Reduce, reuse, and we can’t
really rely on recycling that much. A
lot of reduction, less buying of new
things, less buying of single-use plastics, which don’t make a whole lot
of sense. We usually do pretty good
with water, always having our water
bottles. When it comes to food, we
often buy in bulk, so we don’t throw
away so much. When you go to the
landfill, it’s just not a very promising picture. And especially having a
little one, we see a lot of garbage in
our life, and it makes us think about
how much more garbage we’re going
to see in his lifetime if people stay on
this path. So, a lot less of that. Teaching kids about a lot of re-use with
clothes, less polyester, less reliance
on gas and the petroleum industry
and more of just being happy with
simple things. Not always needing to
go buy the new plastic toy that’s not
built to last, but having more things
that are durable long term.

Rashaun Bradley
For me, reducing the carbon
footprint means being consistent,
making your everyday labor part of
moving forward in that. My current
projects are gardening, composting,
multiple hemp projects, trying to
get people to stop cutting trees, start
planting and building with more
hemp, and teaching kids how to do
all this as well. Teaching my daughter, my son, their friends when they
come over—any chance I get, really!
(laughing) I have to start cutting
and mitigating the forest above us
here. That wood will help with building materials, and it’s also important
to plant more trees in the spaces
where all these dead trees are.

Changing people’s perspective
around creative sustainable housing
also helps. My intention is to help
people change how they feel about
the world they’re in. Instead of doing the ostrich-with its-head-in-theground thing, saying everything’s
over, finding and implementing solutions. I recently saw a Facebook post
that said, “If every person on earth
planted one tree on their birthday,
that could reforest the whole world
in less than 5-10 years.” That’s
enough to reduce greenhouse gases,
lack of consciousness, and help people move forward.
I don’t think everybody becoming vegan is the answer, but people’s
diets have a lot to do with our issues
on this planet. It would help if people reduce the amount of beef they’re
eating and treat cows more as dairy
animals instead of consumption.
Also, creating organic food and liquid of any sort, and making it more
accessible for people by building
greenhouses. I want to start a recycling plant in the valley so we’re not
spending so much trying to get all of
the recycling somewhere else when
it could be somewhere perfect for it.
Industrial Valley. Working with people who are in industry, working outside the box. We can’t only be local,
otherwise we won’t change anything
other than what we see in front
of our everyday faces, and that’s
not enough. Working with schools,
teaching others it’s OK to clean up
after themselves and recycle and it’s
not just something that hippies do.
Let’s be realistic. Love more, dance
more and be happy!

Whitney Gourdin
I already recycle my food and
I collect other people’s food to compost three different ways. I have my
worms and two separate composts
outside that I’m using to soil build
my property because I am an avid
gardener. I also recycle my glass and
plastic. I recycle the plastic containers, using them to start seeds indoors and whatnot, and I often use
glass to make into art projects or as
storage for screws. I also have a tile
saw that I use to cut glass and make
art with, essentially. I walk to work
even in the winter, even if it’s nighttime when it gets cold early. And I
definitely recycle all my paper, even
my junk mail, ripping out the plastic clear window and using them to
start fires. So I recycle my paper or
anything like that a lot.
If you have feedback or suggestions for future topics, please email
peacelorilove@gmail.com. In addition to being the Staff Photographer
for The Crestone Eagle since 2012,
Lori Nagel is a freelance photographer, graphic designer & web designer. www.sunflowerstudios.us.com
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Aging in place gets real as CPCH
fundraising takes off
by Tom deMers
Living Wisdom Village has its
feet on the ground! The hunt for
land chronicled in these pages has
paid off with a hillside parcel near
the Charter School. It is both scenic and accessible to the services
and town amenities that prospective residents have indicated they
want. The contract is signed, the
down payment is in escrow and disclosures are made. Now the rubber
hits the road, Town approvals and
fundraising.
Our fundraising campaign is
advertised on a billboard in front
of the Crestone Fire Department.
Our goal is $100,000, and we need
to reach it by March 1. We have
a good start, but without the crucial support of friends and neighbors, the land will not be acquired.
CPCH is a community non-profit.
Its wealth is in the strength of an
idea: affordable rental units for
seniors in Crestone.
And soon! It’s an idea with a
long track record that needs generous monetary support and needs
it now. Planning and construction
funds can be obtained from state

sources, but those sources do not
fund the acquisition of land. That
money must come from local donors. It is part of the proof that
lending agencies want to see, since
it tells them the project has support and credence in the local community. Please consider making a
gift of any amount.
The best news is that a private
donor has come forward who will
triple match your donation up to
$10,000. That means your $100 becomes $400 courtesy of our benefactor. We have the utmost gratitude
to this person or family (presently
unknown to the board). And gratitude to those of you who donate.
Elders are the roots of a healthy
community; you are contributing to
a strong future for Crestone.
An added benefit for donors
is the Enterprise Zone Tax Credit which offers a state tax credit
on all donations of $100 or more.
Taking advantage of the EZ credit
this year means you must donate
by December 31, 2019. Forms and
details are on the CPCH website:
CrestonePeakCommunityHousing.
org. The website includes a “Do-

Crestone Food Bank sharing
abundance in 2020
The Crestone Food Bank is
beginning the year in a beautiful
new space with an abundance of resources, thanks to local businesses,
spiritual centers and individuals
who have given so generously.
The needs remain great, however, and your continued giving is
much needed and appreciated.
It’s no secret that many working folks struggle to make ends
meet, too often needing to choose
between paying the electric bill or
buying groceries. This is particularly true for elders on fixed income, who worked hard all their
lives and saved for retirement, but
just don’t have enough to cover the
cost of a single medical emergency
or unforeseen home repair.
If you’re in this situation, you
may not realize you are eligible for
assistance or may feel uncomfortable asking for help.
You are not alone. We understand how you feel and encourage
you to come in and talk with us.
The food bank, adjacent to the
Crestone Mercantile, is open every
Wednesday from 10am to noon (including Jan. 1 this year) and on the
last Saturday of the month from
10am to noon.
All clients must come in and
register at the beginning of the calendar year. We serve anyone who is

a Crestone/Baca area resident and
has difficulty affording adequate
food. When you register, you must
provide the names and ages of each
member of your household, defined
as those who live and share meals
together, and you are eligible to visit 12 times per year.
Food is allocated according
to the number of persons you are
shopping for, and only one person
per household may register.
We do our best to distribute
what we have as equitably as possible and appreciate your cooperation in adhering to this policy.
Special thanks at this time
to the Crestone Mercantile, for
our space; to the Saguache County Commissioners for their ongoing
support; to the Manitou Foundation, Fane Burman and Stephanie
Gaines, for their generous cash donations; to multiple food donors including Dharma Ocean, Chokurei
Ranch, Elephant Cloud Market,
the Merc and countless individuals; and to our amazing volunteers!
If you have not donated before, please consider helping us
provide for those in need.
If you are interested in volunteering, or making a donation,
please stop by beginning at 9am on
the days we are open, or call us at
539-7740.

Crestone Peak Community Housing board of directors are excited by the Living Wisdom
Project gaining land! Tom deMers, Richard Sanderson, Kirsten Schreiber, Steven Elliott
and Barbara Hoeppner, left to right.
 photo by Kate Steichen

nate Now” button that allows you
to contribute online. Please do.
Of course, nothing can be
built without the approval of the
Town of Crestone. That approval
takes the form of a Planned Unit
Development or PUD. It is needed because Living Wisdom Village
as a multi-unit project will need to
vary from zoning regulations intended for single-unit residential.
The PUD is a plan that will provide the Planning Board and Crestone Trustees with a good of idea
of what LWV will look like: access
roads, setbacks, heights, parking,
utility infrastructure, solar array

and residence locations are some of
the elements. The PUD must move
forward before CPCH can apply for
the grant money to hire architects
and contractors. PUD approval will
be needed before the CPCH can
close on the land in April.
That’s it! The first major step
in making affordable rentals a concrete reality for seniors. You can
help by making a donation of any
amount, a donation that will be
multiplied several times over. Living Wisdom Village is not a pipe
dream; it’s a near-term possibility.
Let’s come together, and do the right
thing for the Crestone/Baca area.

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

❖ Emergencies Welcome
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

Permanent Crowns

prepared and delivered in one appointment
All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142
(719) 539-6144
(719) 539-1411 Fax

Modern Technology
Digital X-Rays
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Sri Aurobindo
Learning Center
On wanting enlightenment
by Dr. Eric Weiss
Sometimes, we can get hung
up on wanting to be “enlightened.”
We imagine that there is some wonderful state we could be in where
we would know everything we need
to know, be loving to everyone all
the time, and generally not hurt so
much anymore.
It is useful, however, to take
a closer look at this desire. And,
first, we might ask, “Who is it that
is desiring enlightenment?” And
the answer to that, of course, is
that it is the ego that wants enlightenment.
Once we are caught in the ego
process, we feel cut off, inadequate,
and full of desire. Earlier in our
evolution, we might have focused
on love, wealth, or power, but as
the ego gets more sophisticated,
the objects of our desire become
more sophisticated. At some point
we realize that ego and its huge desire is itself the process that keeps
us unfulfilled, and then we begin to
desire a state that is beyond ego, an
enlightened state. Ego now desires

its own undoing, and that ties it
in a very tight and uncomfortable
knot.
This is an important stage of
development, and a painful one.
It may help to realize that effort and strain are not, ultimately,
the way out. While personal effort
is important at the earlier stages of
the path, as we advance we begin
to actually approach the Divine.
We an then realize that what takes
us beyond the ego is not the ego’s
effort, but the ego’s surrender to
the Divine Being that is always its
Source, Essence, and Goal.
When we are desiring enlightenment for ourselves, we are
already enacting the ego process.
To truly go beyond ego, we need to
stop worrying about getting something for ourselves, turn our attention from ourselves to the Divine,
and surrender ourselves to That.
Then, by the Grace of the Divine,
we can witness the transfiguration
of the ego, and the Divine Life can
unfold.
eric@ericweiss.com

P.O. Box 88
83 North Baca Grant Way
Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917
sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Dr Kim Engard ND, LAc
Now in Crestone Area Full-Time
Accepting New Patients-Discounts for Valley Residents

Holistic Medicine for Mind, Body & Spirit
Homeopathy/Chinese Medicine/Physical Medicine
Detox Plans/Specialty Formulations

(719) 428-3178
Corner of T Road and HWY 17 (Moffat)
www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com

May the compassion and love of the divine mother bless this coming year, 2020.
.
photo by JD Marston

Haidakhandi
Universal
Ashram news
by Ramloti
All the folks at the Ashram
wish each of you a blessed New
Year. As a gift, we have produced
a new YouTube video featuring a
narration of the 700 Praises to the
Divine Mother (Haidakhandeswari
Sapta Sati) in English accompanied by beautiful photos of Mother
by professional photographer JD
Marston. You will find it at https://
youtu.be/0V7Nft-cvcw. There are
actually many videos on this YouTube.com channel (Ramloti Wood)
of devotees sharing their experiences with Babaji, for those interested.
With the December snows,
the building of the long-term
resident hermitage has slowed
down and it is progressing at a
more relaxed pace. We are grateful for everyone’s support. Please
keep the project in your positive
thoughts and prayers.
Our Annual Holiday On-line
Auction finished in the middle of
the month and was very successful. Thank you for your support.
We had a fire ceremony on Christmas Day and it was a lovely gathering with many in attendance.
We blessed people’s calendars for
the New Year and shared some
Christmas carols around the Nativity scene. It is always such a
warm and loving time of year.
The full-moon fire ceremony
this month is on Friday, January
10 and the new-moon fire ceremony is on Friday, January 24.
All fire ceremonies begin at 10am

Winter Shop Hours
9am-4pm.
10% off to our
Eagle readers
if you mention
this ad.

and are followed by a meal. Morning aarati is at 7am with evening
aarati at 6pm. We generally have
a small fire ceremony before morning aarati at 6:25am when there is
not a big fire ceremony scheduled.
As we announced last month,
the Ashram will be closing to
everything except the temple services and the Maha Lakshmi Shop
from January 11 until January 23.
This means the dormitory for overnight visitors and the kitchen will
be closed during that time. You are
still welcome to come to sit in the
temple, join in for aarati or early
morning fire ceremony, and shop
in the Maha Lakshmi Shop from
9am until 4pm daily. We will celebrate the full-moon on January
10, as usual with a fire ceremony
at 10am followed by a feast, and
reopen with the new-moon fire
ceremony at 10am on January 24
with the fire ceremony and a feast.
The Maha Lakshmi Shop
still has an ample supply of the
beautiful 2020 Calendar featuring
magnificent photos by JD Marston of the Divine Mother and all
of the dates for ceremonies at the
Ashram. We are going to make it
half price, that means only $7.50.
You can also purchase it online at
https://mahalakshmishop.wazala.
com under calendar. The shop is
full of wonderful items from India
and is open every day from 9am
until 4pm. We invite you to come
in and if you mention this article,
we will happily give you a 10%
discount on all non-sale items. We
deeply appreciate your support.
Our shop website has many items
on-line at http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.
Please visit the Ashram website at www.babajiashram.org to
find out more about the Ashram.
We invite you to visit the Ashram,
as we love to share Shri Babaji’s
and Mother’s home with others.
Give us a call at 719-256-4108 for
more information.

SHAKTI SHARANAM
yoga shala

Now offering:
Ayurvedic oil treatments
Community classes by
donation
Private instruction and
consultation
Yogic cooking
Therapeutic and custom
courses of study

annie

256-5668

shaktisharanam.com

Maha Lakshmi Shop
Incense, scarves, shawls, saris,
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers,
prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs,
malas, books, purses, statues,
clothes, punjabi suits, & more.
Store Hours: 9am - 5pm
Call: (719) 256-4108
email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org
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Crestone Performances—Oh boy, a new
you
127 year!
F, Salida Thank
• 719-539-5219
by Tom Dessain
Crestone Performances Inc. is
looking forward to an exciting and
adventurous new year. We have
made great strides over the last
two years towards being solvent
and we are determined to continue
and increase our youth and community services programs. Our
Youth Enrichment Program (YEP)
has been active for 18 years and is
only picking up speed.
We have produced 234 multi-cultural educational shows using
47 different presenters. We have
covered most of the San Luis and
Arkansas valleys but have especially concentrated on Saguache
County. In the last two years we
have begun two new programs and
revived a third. First is our Carni-

val in which we have produced 6 in
schools with all proceeds going directly to the schools. Next we have
produced 7 student open mics with
all proceeds going to our revived
Art Students Scholarship Program.
Our scholarships range from $10 to
$200 and are given out month to
month.
Our
Community
Service
Program equips other community organizations with consulting
and event components at cost. We
supply tents, fencing, trash cans,
sound equipment, stages, power
and more. Last year we helped with
the Crestone 4th of July, the Orient Land Trust appreciation party, the Energy Fair, the Saguache
Pow Wow, the Saguache Fall Festival, the Crestone Charter School

YOUTH
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAM

YEP

WOOD-FIRED
PIZZA,
MORE individuHaunted House,
SLV Cancer
Walk, MICROBREWS
made possible&through
the Neighbors Helping Neighbors
al donations, our sponsors, and
Cabin Fever show and their Yard
grants from Saguache County and
Sale.
Colorado Creative Industries. Our
We could not do this without
sponsors are The Crestone Eagle,
your input and support and we ask
Orient Land Trust, Joyful Journey
that you consider becoming a partHot Springs, Manitou Institute,
ner with us. We have a fast, easy
the Sand Dunes Swimming Pool,
San Luis Valley Federal Savings,
& secure way to partner up. Go
First Street Flooring, Amicas Pizza
to www.crestfest.org and click on
and the Heart of the Rockies MediGET INVOLVED. There you can
either donate an amount or sign
cal Center. Remember, if you would
up to contribute a small amount
like more information or would like
monthly through San Luis Valley
to contribute to our efforts, please
Savings and Loan automatic withgo to our web site, crestfest.org and/
drawal. This is what I am asking
or give us a call at 719-256-4533.
folks to seriously consider. IncreasOur address is PO Box 6, Crestone,
ing our monthly income this way
CO 81131.
Please remember every lithas had the most stabilizing eftle bit helps, and know that you
fect on our organization. Even $5
are investing in your community
a month would be huge so please
by investing in Crestone Perforconsider it. You can also mail a doWOOD-FIRED
PIZZA, MICROBREWS
& MORE
mances Inc. Make
checks payanation to CMF,
PO Box 6, Crestone,
ble to CPI. All donations receive
CO 81131, or call 719-256-4533 for
a tax-deductible receipt. Thanks
more information.
and stay tuned!
Our continued success is

127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219

719-256-4533

www.crestfest.org crestfest@crestfest.org

2019 Community Events

E!

FRE

Supported by CPI
Crestone Fourth of July Crestone Energry Fair
Saguache Pow Wow Saguache Fall Festival
SLV Cancer Walk NHN Cabin Fever
Colorado Shakespeare Festival
coming in April 2020!

January 23rd
Student Open Mic
Charter School 6PM
Refreshments available to purchase.
Donations received during Open Mic go
towards Student Scholarships.

HAPPY HOUR

3:30 - 5:30

Thank you to our AMAZING Sponsors!

127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE

Manitou
Foundation

You deserve a

LITTLE CREDIT!

aventa.com

127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219

11 127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY

Aventa has the perfect credit card just for you!
•
•
•
•
•

Fixed rates as low as 7.99%APR*
No Annual Fee
No Balance Transfer Fee
No Cash Advance Fee SINCE
Visa® Purchase Alerts

2002

Apply online today or call 800.555.6665

tzm

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Final rate may vary and will be determined by overall creditworthiness. See credit union for
details. Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Opportunity Lender. Membership qualifications apply.
�
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Clips from the Clerk

Messages from the
heart of God

Keeping you safe

Free Spirit Christian Church
God

as received by Earl LeRoy
Forsake all that is not of

Lord, talk to me about being
hungry for the things of God.
My Child, very few people in
the world are really hungry for the
things of Mine. However, as we
draw closer to the end of the age,
there will be more and more. To be
hungry for the things of God, you
first must forsake everything else
in life. Even the most basic needs
like food, water and clothes must
become second to God. It is not like
you can’t have them, but none of
it should have you. If anything
will cause you concern, then I Am
not first, and you don’t trust Me
enough to provide for your needs.
I made man to love him, and
be with him and enjoy him. I created man to rule the earth and
have dominion over it. I created
man to join Me in My enjoyment
of the universe and all that I Am.
You ask Look at what I’ve done already. Look at how I created the
earth to be a safe haven for man.
Look at the beauty I made for you
to enjoy. Look at what I’ve done
through My Son to bring you back
to Me.
What does it mean to hunger
for the things of God? It means that
you want what I want, and you will
forsake everything else to accomplish that goal. I love all, and I want
all to love Me. I want to enjoy all,
and I want all to enjoy Me.

Mankind
is mostly in a
pitiful state. He has relied on the
fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil and he is dying
and dead to Me. I want to make
him alive and I want to bring him
to My heart.
As you seek Me first, you will
have My righteousness and you
will do the works I do. You will
know My heart like Jesus and do
the things He did and even greater things. I do whatever it takes to
draw men to Myself so I can love
them and they can receive My
love. My Son Jesus spoke My heart
and the supernatural realm overtook the natural realm. You can do
the same because you are in Him.
The Kingdom I sent My Son Jesus
to establish exists in your heart by
My Spirit. Let it manifest from a
pure heart.
You can know Me as the Father that you never knew before. I
will speak to you by My Spirit, and
you will speak My Word, and you
will see My will manifest before
your eyes. Do not presume, but
listen to My voice. You will know
when I speak and when it is another voice. Hunger and thirst for
righteousness and hunger for Me.
Let’s work together to reach
the lost. Start forsaking everything
that is not of Me and watch what I
do in your lives.
Love, Daddy

"Messages from the heart of God" is
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church
Corner of Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

Sunday Services
Prayer Services Thur & Fri
Food Bank Tuesdays
Events at Crestone Baptist Church:
Bible Study Wed
Prayer Breakfast every 3rd Saturday

3:00 pm
12:30-2:00 pm
2-4 pm
6:00 pm
8:00 am

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions.

Full Food Menu &
Weekly Specials

by Trish Gilbert
Saguache County
Clerk & Recorder

Address Confidentiality Program (ACP)—
keeping yourself safe

This law is intended to protect the confidentiality of the
actual address of a relocated victim of domestic violence, a sexual offense, or stalking.
Before you register to
vote . . .
Read and remember the
information on this page. If you
have any questions, call the
Secretary of State’s ACP Voter
Registration Coordinator at 303894-2200 x 6391.
Basic guidelines you
need to follow
For your personal safety,
follow these guidelines:
• Register and make all
changes to your voter registration through your county’s designated ACP election staff member. This means:
• Do not register to vote
when you replace, renew or get
a driver’s license at the Department of Motor Vehicles
• Do not register at or with
a voter registration drive
• Do not register at the Department of Human Services or
any public assistance agency
• Do not use the online voter registration system
• Update your voter registration record through your
county’s designated ACP election
staff member any time you move
(including in-county moves). If
you have registered to vote as an
ACP Voter and you moved and
need to update your record, you
may do so by submitting a new
ACP Voter Registration Form to
your county’s ACP designated
election staff member.
• Do not participate in activities that jeopardize the confidentiality of your actual address,
including signing or circulating
initiative or referendum petitions, participating in precinct
caucuses or serving as an election judge or poll worker.
Be aware
If you ever registered to
vote in Colorado before enrolling in the ACP Program, that
record, including address information may be available to the
general public.

Additionally, other “confidential record” programs allow some information, like your
county, to be disclosed. As an
ACP participant, that information can be made confidential
through the ACP voter registration process.
The ACP provides you the
means to (re)register to vote
while protecting your location
to the fullest extent possible under Colorado Law. However, you
must take action to make your
voter registration records confidential by (re)registering to vote
as an ACP Voter.
Registration
requirements
The back of the ACP voter
registration application provides
general information on registration.
Provide your full ACP authorization number when you
register to vote. Provide your actual address to ensure that your
County Clerk and Recorder’s
office sends you the correct ballot for elections. You must also
provide your ACP substitute address apartment number so the
ACP administrator will know
where to send your ballot and
other election-related materials.
Now you are ready to register.
Registering by mail
1. Make photocopies of your
• ACP authorization card
(front and back of the card)
• A form of required ID
2. Complete the Colorado
Address Confidentiality Program (ACP) Voter Registration
Application.
3. Mail the completed form
and photocopies of your ACP
card and ID to your county ACP
designated staff member
Registering in person
1. Call your county’s designated ACP representative to
schedule an appointment: 719655-2512
2. When you go to your appointment be prepared to provide your
• ACP authorization card
• Colorado driver’s license
number or state ID number. If
you have not been issued either
form of ID, you will need to provide the last 4 digits of your social security number and another
acceptable form of identification.

Admission Rates:
Adults - $15
Children (Ages 3-12) - $10
Seniors, College, Military
(Ages 65+) - $12
Children 2 & under - FREE

Visit us on Facebook! https://tinyurl.com/yayykpdl

place page number in this box
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Greta Thunberg

Why do you need a jeweler on New
Year’s Eve?
To ring in the new year.
Why are there so many vampires out on
New Year’s Eve?
For Auld Fang Syne.
Where is New Year’s Eve celebrated by
doing Math?
Times Square.
What’s the official snack on New Year’s?
Dick Clark Bar
What happened to the iPhone bully on
New Year’s Eve?
It was charged with battery.
What happened to the fireworks who
were arrested on New Year’s Eve?
They were let off.

What do comedians spend a lot of time
doing on New Year’s Eve?
Waiting for a punchline.
What is the best thing about New
Year’s Eve?
No more Christmas Carolers!
What do cows do on December 31st?
Celebrate Moo Year’s Eve.
Knock Knock.
Who’s there?
Abby.
Abby who?
Abby new year!
What happened to the person who stole
a calendar on New Year’s Eve?
He got 12 months
What’s the best New Year’s resolution?
1080p.
What should you never eat on New
Year’s Eve?
Fire Crackers.
What does a monster say on New
Year’s?
Happy New Fear!
Why does the person who runs Time’s
Square on New Year’s alwaysfeel like
a failure?
He always drops the ball.
What did the cheerleaders say on New
Year’s Day?
Happy New Cheer!
If an optimist stays up until midnight to
see the new year in, why does a pessimist stay up?
To make sure the old year leaves.

Answers

“I have always been that girl in the back
who doesn’t say anything.” she told Jonathan
Watts of The Guardian. photo compliments
of: European Parliament from EU [CC BY
2.0 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
by/2.0)]

Amazing Maze

Greta Thunberg began her school
strike for climate change on August 20th,
2018, at the time she was fifteen years
old. Fourteen months later she was
declared Time Magazine’s Woman of the
Year.”
Before she started her school strike,
“I had no energy, no friends and I didn’t
speak to anyone.” She wrote on Twitter.
“I sat alone at home with an eating disorder.” Then she found her purpose.
The teacher showed a video of
the effects of climate change, and Greta
couldn’t get the images out of her mind.
She became depressed and stopped going
to school. She wondered if she would
have a future. She overcame her depression when she realized “it is just a waste
of time feeling this way because I can
do so much good with my life,” she told
Jonathan Watts of the Guardian.
Greta was in of a group of young
climate activists that were inspired by the
Parkland School students who walked out
of class in protest of US gun laws. The
group couldn’t agree on what to do. After
a record heat wave in Norther Europe
that spawned massive forest fires, Greta
decided to go it alone.
On August 20, 2018 she got on her
bike and rode to the Swedish Parliament.
She sat there alone with her hand painted
sign from 8:30 to 3, the regular school
day. The next day a few kids joined her,
and the day after more came. That was
the beginning of a global movement.
Kids from every nation have joined with
Greta to demand that adults take action
on that climate crisis.
Greta is an inspiration to us all, kids
and adults alike. She has had her detractors, but as she wisely said on Twitter,
“When haters go after your looks and
differences, it means they have nowhere
left to go. And then you know you’re
winning! I have Aspergers and that means
I’m sometimes a bit different from the
norm. And, given the right circumstances
being different is a superpower.”

Humpback Whale Song Goes Viral

The mating song of humpback
whales are passed around from one
whale population to another.
According to one scientist“This
is the first time that such broadscale and population-wide cultural
exchange has been documented in
any species other than humans.” It’s
like posting your favorite song and
it goes viral!
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Trust and Strength Since 1899
Sponsor of Moffat School News

slvfed.com

719-589-6653

Moffat School News
by Morgan Dokson
It has been a fantastic first
half of the year and we have a lot
of student achievements to celebrate!
Moffat team sports were
a combined 24-10. Thanks to
all our athletes and coaches for
the huge amount of extra time
they dedicate to travel, practices
and games. Big Props to Kodiak
Riegel and Tristan Martinez who
were both selected to the All-Valley Football Team. Great work
gentlemen! It has been an honor
having all our student athletes
represent our school so well.
Our Knowledge Bowl team
also deserves special recognition
for a series of top five finishes and
for coming in second place in their
most recent competition. Our
team competes directly against
all the districts in the region, often with student bodies multiple
times larger than Moffat’s, and
the Cowboys are consistently rising to the top of the rankings.
Moffat students just competed in their second statewide
archery tournament. After a solid
showing in the first tournament,
we are expecting even higher
marks when our most recent results are released. Many of our
archers have already qualified to
compete in the national tournament to be held in February.
On December 18, the school
and community were treated to
a holiday concert featuring students of all ages. The performances were excellent and thanks to
our community for filling our
auditorium to capacity. Special
thanks to Mr. Peter VanHorn for
his expert instruction and hard
work to make this all possible.

Moffat School Holiday Concert performance.
Kodiak Riegel (center low) and Tristan
Martinez (center high) were both selected
to the All-Valley Football Team at the
football awards banquet.

Most importantly, I would
like to take a moment to salute
the hard work and dedication our
talented faculty, staff and students display every single school
day. We are blessed with both an
incredibly caring and talented
group of professionals and bright
children who are eager to learn.
It has been a pleasure being part
of the Moffat School family for the
past four months.
Next semester we are looking forward to challenging our
high school students further by
offering several new classes, concurrent enrollment and enrichment opportunities.
Happy Holidays and New
Year to all and thank you for sharing your wonderful children with
us!

THE ALAMOSA LIVE MUSIC ASSOCIATION
ALMA enables quality, diverse music and other
performing arts in the San Luis Valley.
Visit our website for the latest schedule of events.
Adams State College
Leon Memorial Hall, Alamosa, CO

(719 ) 5 8 0- 03 7 9

w w w . a l m aon l i n e.org

Moffat’s Knowledge Bowl team with coaches Jack Sciacca and Peter VanHorn
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Circus art at the Crestone
Charter School
At the midyear “Show and
Tell,” Charter School students of
all ages mesmerized the audience
with their circus acrobatics. Lit by
spotlights in the dimmed Rainbow
Hall and accompanied by music,
students performed spellbinding
silk and trapeze acts, complex balancing acts on a huge ball, intricate
juggling and hula acts, and precise
teamwork with an acro yoga pyramid. This performance has been
a highlight for Vesper Gers’, longtime Charter-mother and Gov-

Trapeze.

erning Council Chair. It was her
dream for years to bring acrobatics, a longtime passion for her, to
the school. When she met Jennifer
Demsky, founder of the Salida circus, two like-minded souls met and
the Salida Circus started coming
to Crestone weekly. Jennifer recounts: “I got into circus when I was
in 3rd grade, which is the same age
as many of these kids at Crestone.
Not only did circus give me unique
physical skills, but also self-confidence, healthy risk-taking, resilience, and a real appreciation for
camaraderie and teamwork.” Jennifer feels strongly what circus did
for her as a child, and hence, committed her to sharing circus opportunities with our students.
Malana Ramade is one of
these kids, and she pours her whole
being into the circus. She expresses
with excitement, “everyone needs
to do silks because it is fun and gets
you into really good shape.” On a
more pensive note, she expressed
that she loves this art form for the
concentration and energy that it requires and makes you feel. Malana
even decided to build an aerial rig
as her Capstone project for graduation.
This enthusiasm is what
Jennifer describes when she explains, “I love seeing kids transform through the circus programs.
I have seen kids go from shy and
reticent, to confident and brave.”
The transformation is incredible.

Acro-yoga.

The Crestone Charter School
thanks Vesper Gers, the aerial arts
manager; Beth Elkins, the general
circus skills manager; and Destiny Meseke, the assistant tutor for
creating the magical show and supporting our students in their transformation into circus artists.
The Salida Circus is supported by The Colorado Health Foundation, Sheila Fortune Foundation,
Monarch Community Outreach,
Operation Round Up and many
many individual donors.

patient story
“I think it is impossible to
have a less than
stellar experience at
Harding dental.
Everything just goes
perfectly all the time,
every time.“ -D.D.

Silks performance.

Biodynamic
Craniosacral Therapy
Amulya DAWN Beechwood
RCST®, LMT, CEIM

illuminatedtherapies.com
relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

719-256-4743

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS

Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

Core Chi Transformation
Energy & Bodywork Combined
Specialty in the Abdomen

South Fork

138 Ponderosa Drive
South Fork, CO

719.873.6021

Alamosa

688 Del Sol Drive
Alamosa, CO

719.298.3373

ha rd in g d e n t a lg ro u p .c o m

Anna Louise B. Stewart
PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS
MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS
MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD • ORTHODONTICS
@HardingDentalGroup

@HardingDental

970.290.7710 AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
CoreChiTransformation.com
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The Washington Beat
Trump impeached by the
House. So where are we?
by David Nicholas
December 18, 2019. It’s done.
A historical marker in US history.
For the first time a first-term sitting
President has had Articles of Impeachment passed against him in
the US House of Representatives.
Article 1 had 230 members voting
yea, 197 voting nay, 1 voting present, and 3 not voting. Article II had
229 members voting yae, 198 voted
nay, one voting present and three
not voting. The votes were along
party lines. Thus was Mr. Trump
impeached.
The other two presidents to be
impeached were Andrew Johnson—
who succeeded the assassinated Abraham Lincoln—who was impeached in
1868, and Bill Clinton, who was impeached in his second term.
In my view the open admissions by the president that he had
asked a foreign leader (the Ukrainian President) to interfere in our
political affairs in return for US foreign aid made him guilty of criminal behavior and thus a crime, but
a high crime and misdemeanor, no.
Alone it was not enough.
The evidence was thin and depending which constitutional lawyer you asked as they were during
the hearings you could get dissent
(George Washington University’s
Jonathon Turley) as to whether the
circumstances were an impeachable
offence.
But if you take everything over
the last two years into account, then
it was certainly pretty damning.
The years of the Mueller investigation of Russian interference in the
2016 presidential election makes it
quite plausible that the pattern of
behavior was a high crime. But the

committee
ignored
this more
serious
conduct in
drawing up articles/charges in my
view, so this decision will be argued
over forever.
Because not one Republican
crossed the floor to vote yea for impeachment, and the Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)
has pledged his partisanship to the
president if there is to be a trial on
these articles, it will be short and
dismissed with summarily. Was it
worth the effort? The timing was
way off, but when would there be a
better time? Early 2020 would have
been better so just draw it out, but
the deed is done and we will see how
the consequences play out.
The short term doesn’t bode
well in my view for America. America remains divided. The President’s
base didn’t turn against him, they
stayed loyal. Independents were not
moved much either by Democrats’
efforts to prove presidential wrongdoing. GOP Senators who could
turn and vote to remove him from
office are staying put.
The next 10 months, as we go
toward the election in November
listening to a hostile and angry fat
man going on endlessly at every
opportunity, is going to be stultifying—numbing—you will really need
to keep the mute button on your remote handy.
However, Mr. Trump may do
something that offends his base.
His impeachment may reverberate
among the disillusioned. Such as,
making them poorer and left with
less because of policies that leave
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them worse off than before, without
job or future. Knowing that people
tried to do something to stop him.
With the impeachment memory
they wonder why no one had done it
sooner. It may move them to switch
the vote or not vote at all. But right
now, that is pie in the sky.
What I do think about Mr.
Trump is that he is over the edge
where he incurs moments/minutes
of mental instability, reduced to incoherence during rambling speeches and press conferences, along with
his rumored inability to remember
what he said five minutes before. I
think he needs to be relieved from
office under the 25th Amendment,
using the authority of his cabinet
officers and the Vice President. But
considering the cabinet are a bunch
of “yes-men” and the Vice President
is an evangelical version of Torquemada of the Spanish Inquisition,
the likelihood is slim and possibly
bodes worse.
The best we can hope for is that
Mr. Trump gets voted out of office.
The rule of thumb is now, let nothing
you hear and see surprise you.
Sigh! Democrats
From Medieval times it was
thought that living in the nine
realms of hell would not be dull you
know, lots of turmoil and chaos. But
no one said they would be stunningly mediocre and yes, repetitiously
boring. As one who hates putting
adjectives and adverbs in reporting,
except to describe warmongers and
other lowlifes of which the current
administration has a list as long as
my arm, I am left to report the current Democratic presidential race.
In hindsight the decision to let
nightly debates sort out the initial
23 candidates was a backfire that
has put the 2020 presidential race
into a romp for Mr. Trump, notwithstanding the impeachment hearings.
The way Trump controls the media
with his lies and obfuscations has
raised his profile and appearance as
if he actually knows what he is doing. That makes it appears that he
could win in November 2020, a second term. I kid you not.
For the better part of six
months we saw Democrats fight
among themselves, talking over
one another, apologizing for personal faux pas or for blackface photo-

graphs in high school yearbooks,
trying to boost their popularity in
the polls from 1%-2% and most not
succeeding.
Democrats are so short on wisdom and long on stubbornness that
most of the independent voters who
decide presidential races remain unmoved. Encouraging no-name yet
decent politicians to think they had
a chance at the prize was a mistake
that can be laid at the door of the
DNC and its Chair Tom Perez. Mr.
Perez has sat on his hands largely to
let the debates and the media punditry carry the Democrats forward. In
short it was/is not enough. Mr. Perez
had no war council to assist him.
Needed was for every charge,
lie, and attack on candidates there
should have been someone to refute his assertions and aggressively
counter Mr. Trump’s Twitter muck.
But that didn’t happen.
As of January 1 we are no
wiser for Democrats voters to coalesce a short list of candidates going
into the primary/caucus season. So,
what Mr. Peres has decided upon is
that voters in the Iowa caucuses will
decide who will be a front-runner.
The first caucus is of course Iowa on
February 3 and no num-ber of visits
to the Hawkeye state chowing down
on fair food and early morning candidates’ break-fasts, together with
interminable smiling and holding
babies will prepare them for the
Republican juggernaut that will be
thrown at them.
If the reckoning is right at this
time South Bend, Indiana, Mayor
Pete Buttigieg may win the Iowa
cau-cuses. So, if that gives him
momentum until Super Tuesday,
March 3 then he may be able to vanquish the oldies but goodies. That is
Elizabeth Warren, Joe Biden and
Bernie Sanders.
Look, I know there are many
who hold a candle for Joe Biden but his
debate performances were awful and
the campaign trail is getting to him.
Not to mention the vicious attacks on
him with his son Hunter being used as
a political punching bag has hurt him,
despite the brave face he puts forward.
This Ukraine scandal furor has left
him a flawed candidate.
With Senator Warren—a favorite candidate if mine in 2016—
finds a hard time summing up her
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“Medicare for all” position. Because
not only is she fighting against the
Trump “Pocahontas” attacks, there
is big business going after her, as
well as big pharma and medical insurance companies.
Then there is “Bernie” who is
in the fight but the heart attack in
October together with his sensible
(in my view) far left issues is not
reaching beyond Democrats, meaning not reaching the Independents.
The problem is the overload of
information that is hitting voters.
There is something new every day
and sometimes two or three times
a day and most of it is from Mr.
Trump and his minions, that sucks
the air from the candidates and the
campaigns which means they have
to do something spectacular to get
any attention. So, this a hard fight
now and only the strong who persevere survive.
One thing I will add that in
the sixth Democrat debate I was
reminded that Andrew Yang is still
in this thing, I like what he says
and he says it so well. He just needs
more airtime to get his agenda
across.
And from the debate I am reminded not to overlook Senator
Amy Klobuchar who is also fighting
to be heard, she has spirit but not
enough airtime to hear more to get
her message across but time is short
now and the field is still crowded.
She may be overlooked in Iowa. We
shall see.
But good luck to all in this new
year. 2020 is the mean season this
time, meaning if you thought 2019
was bad it gets way worse in 2020.
I think it will change democracy as
we know it.
China
The word is that a “Phase
One” trade agreement is due at
time of writing but as usual—as we
have heard many times before—it
is big on announcement but short

on the details.
How the US-China relations
have become so bitter in such a
short period of time is the steady
beat behind everything in American
affairs both foreign and domestic.
The US trade representative thinks
they have one which favors America, especially in the purchasing of
commodities. The way the US tells
it, the deal calls for China buying
huge amounts of soybeans over two
years. But the 50 billion tons Mr.
Trump demands China purchase
is more than we can produce, given
the planting season and those who
have land to grow soybeans.
Personally, as Jim Kramer on
CNBC says with regularity, China
is just stringing the US along and
has no intention of signing off on
the deal, thought to be in January,
and following through with it. I
think he’s right.
China now looks west to find
friends and trading partners: Central Asia, Africa and Europe. The
last few months have seen most of
the European leadership hosted in
Beijing or has seen President Xi
Jinping heading to their capitals.
He’s having fun.
What rocked US officials was
that China and Russia turned on
the “Power of Siberia” gas pipeline.
This pipeline sends gas from the Irkutsk gas fields directly to China’s
northeastern provinces and which
will end up supplying Shanghai by
2023 directly some 2600 miles away.
Why it angers US officials
is that DC had expected the gas
fields in North Dakota would supply liquid natural gas to China.
This threw a major spanner in the
works for US authorities. The price
of LNG dropped like a rock on the
announcement. Worse still, Chinese
payment for the national gas is by
the ruble and the yuan, not the US
dollar, which gives us no leverage
whatsoever in making China pur-

chase at expensive US prices. It
also circumvents US sanctions of
revenue which the US had placed
on Russia over gas pipelines from
Russia to Europe via Turkey and
Central Asia.
Also, without any fanfare in
the US media China has agreed to
buy all of Iran’s oil over the next ten
years, using credits in Chinese and
Iranian currencies. Thus, avoiding
US sanctions on Iran. This caused
more heartburn in DC because
since 1952 when the CIA overthrew
the Democratically elected Mossadegh government in Iran, it has
always been considered that “Iran’s
oil is our oil” which up until now we
had every intention of taking back.
Hong Kong
Last time I wrote about this,
I thought Beijing would send in the
People’s Liberation Army and do a Tiananmen Square massacre like they
did 30 years ago, but no, they didn’t.
This is a Semi-Autonomous Region,
meaning it raises its taxes and other
revenue and operates independently
of Beijing although it is included in
the PRC’s five-year plans.
While workers are repairing
the extensive damage, Beijing is
not going to pay for the repairs, as
the Hong is wealthy enough, owned
in part by four main companies,
known as Taipans when Britain
ruled the colony.
Despite all the stone-throwing, smoke and shouting, no one
has died from violent clashes with
the police. There have been deaths
but in the scheme of things the response has been firm, with Beijing
not agreeing to consider to student
demands about more democracy.
Certainly not the hoped-for American democracy the protestors start-

ed to demand.
From what I see with Hong
Kong, Beijing’s plan is to ignore
the “Fragrant Harbor,” and let the
local government sort it out, leaving it alone to settle its own problems. If Hong Kong protestors don’t
want Chinese mainland politics,
they can do without the mainland’s
financial assistance. Also, the tourist industry will have to mount its
own campaign to get the foreigners coming back to the Hong, while
Chinese tourists from the mainland
who make up the large bulk of the
tourist trade to the island are going
elsewhere.
Meanwhile Beijing is pouring
in aid and financial assistance to
nearby Macau, the former Portuguese colony, also a Semi-Autonomous Region since 1999. President
Xi Jinping spent two days this December celebrating Macau as part
of China with fireworks that can be
seen from Hong Kong. So, it goes.
And the beat goes on.
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Announcing a new path for The Crestone Eagle
It’s official!

Crestone Eagle Community Media
Reader Supported • Community Reported
Dear Crestonians everywhere in the world:

We, the organizers of a campaign to preserve our newspaper in this challenging time for print journalism, have created a non-profit
entity to continue the mission of The Crestone Eagle — reliable news and information for Colorado’s upper San Luis Valley.
We ask for your assistance.
Crestone Eagle Community Media has just been declared tax-exempt by the Internal Revenue Service under 501(c)(3) of the revenue code. So your gifts are deductible.
The first challenge of Eagle Media is to buy The Crestone Eagle from Kizzen Laki, its founding publisher and beloved editor, as she
nears retirement. Next, the directors will recruit a professional editor who will be responsible for seamless continuity of the monthly
publication in consultation with Kizzen. And, the non-profit board will encourage creative use of exciting new media. Digital facsimiles
of each edition? Deep archives? Podcasts of community forums? Video features?
Yes, the Eagle will soar!
Donors will be recognized in the paper from time to time, and those who contribute $1,000 or more will receive a Charter Member
medallion. But above all, everyone will receive the gratitude of a unique and wonderful community.
To contribute, please contact Dan Frelka, PO Box 28, Crestone, CO 81131, dfrelka@gmail.com, 607-790-0021.
With thanks,
Eagle Media board of directors; Frank Judson, Daniel Frelka, Gussie Fauntleroy, Cheryl Waschenko, Peter Anderson,
Larry Calloway, Kizzen Laki, Cindy Pearson
(The Eagle Media application to the IRS is available upon request. More information on who we are including our mission statement is available
on The Crestone Eagle website www.crestoneeagle.com)

Into the future—what we want to do

The Crestone Eagle’s incorporation as a non-profit (Crestone Eagle
Community Media or CECM) was recently approved by the US Internal
Revenue Service. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit, The Crestone Eagle can:
Achieve greater financial stability
The Crestone Eagle depends on advertising, subscriptions and newspaper sales for its income. The largest amount of revenue comes from advertising. The region that the Eagle serves is affected greatly by the season.
Winter sees a time of business slowdown, construction is nearly halted, as
is agriculture. Tourism is reduced and limited mostly to visits to various
spiritual centers. Businesses tighten their belts to make it through the winter and often reduce their advertising expense. To compensate, The Crestone
Eagle reduces the size of its paper during the winter and spring, reduces
staff hours, does less reporting and is hard-pressed to pay its bills. Yet there
is still a community need for news, information and public service promotion. Becoming a non-profit allows grants, donations and sustaining memberships to keep the newspaper viable.
Changing technology has affected how people get their news. Newspapers now need to have a strong website presence to attract and keep readers.
The Crestone Eagle needs to have a stronger website presence and more
immediate reporting. Funding from grants, donations and sustaining memberships will permit this, putting the newspaper on a more secure financial
footing. It can then take advantage of modern communication technologies,
engaging younger readers.
Sustain and enhance our coverage
The Crestone Eagle is known for its in-depth reporting, especially on important environmental and social concerns in our region. The Crestone Eagle
also reports on the spiritual centers which make this community so unique. It
explores their philosophies and spiritual teachings. In-depth interviews with
world-traveled individuals and visiting teachers add great depth to this news/
magazine and enrich its readership. These articles are a feature of the Eagle
that makes it unique and beloved by its readership. All of this reporting is
expensive. Sustaining memberships could sponsor the kind of research and
reporting which a small town for-profit newspaper can’t afford.
Support economic well-being
The Crestone Eagle will continue to support our community and region.
Saguache County is one of the poorer counties of Colorado. It is very rural.
Job opportunities are few. Many people who move here must bring their
income with them. Trying to serve such a large region that is so rural and
low-income is difficult for both public and private agencies. Communication
from these agencies to the public is always needed. For health and safety, it
is essential. This is a job that newspapers do as a public service. Yet, newspapers have their own overhead costs that must be met. There is only so
much they can give away. Sustaining memberships and foundation grants
can help a non-profit publication like The Crestone Eagle provide the community service that has always been a big part of its mission.
Upgrade our community presence
With support from grants, donations, and sustaining memberships,
The Crestone Eagle can improve its reporting and continue to educate and
inform the public. It will continue to upgrade technology and to retain and
train its employees; improve its website and social media presence thus
being visible, relevant and viable in an age of “instant news”; reach more
readers and potential visitors from all around the world, thereby continuing to assist the economics of the region; continue taking years of articles,
research, and archival and resource material and uploading this material to
the website for easy access.

Find new ways to support our community
CECM could partner with our local schools to provide mentorships in writing, journalism, technology, graphic design and photography. Crestone Charter
School and Moffat School students could benefit from hands-on learning. The
Eagle may be able to connect with regional colleges to offer credits and support.
CECM’s website could provide broad content and links to numerous
spiritual, health and learning centers. Crestone is known around the world
for these centers. The website could serve as a hub to make information and
links available.

The Eagle crew and their furry friends in August 2019. (front) Carrie, Janet, Diane, Cliff,
(back) Jennifer, Kizzen, and Shoshannah.
photo by Lisa Cyriacks

CECM could expand its support for other community non-profits such
as the Baca/Crestone Library, Crestone Performances, Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, the Community Food Bank, the Living Wisdom Council, the
Trails Coalition, youth programs, the Crestone and Saguache museums, the
Communities that Care Program, and the Crestone Energy Fair.
CECM could seek grants and outside funding to publish a regional
tourist guide for Saguache County.
CECM will allow for donations, grants and sustaining memberships.
The hard work of our local board of directors will ensure that this community media resource continues to fairly represent and serve the needs of the
broader community. Their input and ideas will enrich, guide and support The
Crestone Eagle as it continues to serve our community in the 21st century.
What we need:
Crestone Eagle Community Media (CECM) is seeking financial support from grants, sustaining memberships, and tax-deductible donations.
CECM is currently raising funds in order to purchase The Crestone Eagle
business. As of November 1, 2019, CECM has committed donations for approximately 25% of the funds to do that. If you would like to pledge or make
a donation and help the Eagle soar into the 21st century, please contact Dan
Frelka, the CECM Secretary Treasurer.
Daniel Frelka
PO Box 28, Crestone, CO 81131, dfrelka@gmail.com, 607-790-0021
With great thanks,
The Crestone Eagle
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The creation of Moffat
& Hooper Colorado
by Mary Lowers
Driving US territorial expansion west, a philosophy of the nation
called “manifest destiny “made expansion a divine mission.” Coined
in 1845, Manifest Destiny took the
wheel, driving progress, telling
those looking for a fresh start and
those wanting to make big bucks
this was the time and the west
was the place. It seemed as though
God himself wanted the nation to
expand its dominion, spreading democracy and capitalism from “sea
to shining sea.” This divine mission
of expansion was used to justify
forced removal of Native Americans
and other groups from their homes.
It caused its share of genocide and
environmental disaster. For better
or worse it contributed to who we
are and where we live today.
By the time railroads snaked
across La Veta Pass in the 1890s,
the San Luis Valley (SLV), was in
the settlement race. The success
of the railroads was directly tied
up with people as paying passengers and with freight from gold, to
grain, to cattle also paying to ride.
Entrepreneurs of the day began to
buy up real estate along rail routes
and map it into towns, created
around the trains and the business
they generated.
Moffat was one of the first
of these new towns. It was laid
out in 1890 by the SLV Town and
Improvement Company. Principal stockholders in the company
included: George Adams of Baca
Grant #4; S. N. Woods a retired
cashier from first National Bank
of Denver; and J.W. Gilluly, Treasurer of the Denver & Rio Grande
Railroad (D&RG), along with other
railroad officials. To create Moffat
the D&RG and the Town Improvement Company spent some $50,000
in town construction to make it at-

The Old Moffat Baptist Church, circa 1911.

tractive to business and settlement
while providing jobs for its citizens.
They spent $10,000 on a hotel and
also erected a train depot, extensive side tracks, a stockyard and
a number of artesian wells. They
named the new town Moffat after
D&RG President, David Moffat.
George Harlan in Postmarks
and Places says, “because of its location the SLV Town and Improvement Company expected Moffat to
be the railroad center of the SLV.
There would be elaborate shops and
sidings with traffic from four railroads converging on Moffat from
four directions.” And from 1890 to
1910 Moffat lived up to its promise
as “queen city of the Valley.” There
were two passenger trains arriving
daily except on Sunday and each
was met with a nine-piece brass
band. The 2,500 residents and the
great grain producing potential for
areas around Moffat, adding cargos
of cattle and gold from Crestone all
needing to ride the rails, encouraged David Moffat to expand the
line from Villa Grove all the way

The Bank of Moffat.

photo from The San Luis Valley: Land of the Six-Armed Cross

The D&RG’s engine, Kokomo, with a helper pulls a train past Dump Mountain and
across La Veta Pass. Denver and Rio Grande Railroad steam engine pulled two passenger trains daily to Moffat at the turn of the twentieth century. There were two passenger
trains arriving daily in Moffat, except on Sunday, and each was met with a nine-piece
brass band.
photo from The San Luis Valley: Land of the Six-Armed Cross

Ad for the Denver and Rio Grande Railroad attracting settlers and visitors to the
SLV.

to Alamosa. It looked like a sure
thing.
Alas, after the gold from Crestone ran out and the national financial panic of 1892 caused businesses to go belly up or let go of assets,
the SLV Town and Improvement
Company failed. Moffat was very
quiet for a few years until what’s
been called the second boom. The
Oklahoma Land and Colonization
Company obtained the majority of
Moffat town lots and set about selling them through a lottery.
The first land drawing took
place in 1910. Though the lottery
five-, ten- and fifteen-acre tracts
could be “won”. A $200 entry fee
allowed the buyer to participate
in the land drawing. On lots in
the business district, the company
put up structures which, according
to F.A. McKinny’s 1911 business
directory for Moffat, included: a
bank, five stores, two saloons, two
newspapers, five real estate offices, three liveries, four hotels, one
garage, two blacksmiths, a barber,
a lumber yard, two well-drillers, a
commercial club, a church, a telephone company, four contractors,
an electrician, a milliner, two doctors, a jeweler, a restaurant and a

town marshal’s office.
The second planting of Moffat took firm hold and the town remained a livestock center until the
advent of semi trucks and demise of
the railroads for shipping stock to
market. For a while Moffat ranked
second in the state as a livestock
loading location. Virginia McConnell Simmons describes this period
in her excellent history The San
Luis Valley: Land of the Six-Armed
Cross, “after fall roundups, ranchers would pitch tents around the
Moffat Stockyards and for a week
as the cattle were sold and loaded
there was a festive air. Stockmen
renewed friendships and yarns of
the season past were swapped.”
This was when there were
few fences in the SLV and ranchers
worked together rounding up livestock and driving them to Moffat.
Haying was its own culture then.
For many people in Moffat their
only occupation for pay was working the hay fields in the summer.
And things in the little town quieted down more. Today the hope of
quick riches are drawing people to
Moffat again. The Green Rush is
continued on page B-8
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by Kim Malville
January 3-4: Quadrantid
Meteors—the shower will occur all
night but the best burst of meteors
may be at 1am.
January 5: The earth reaches perihelion when it comes closest
to the sun. This is one of the great
ironies of living in the northern
hemisphere. The days are coldest
when we are closest to the great
body that warms us. The difference
between near and far is only 3%, so
the difference is not large. In the
southern hemisphere, however, as
a result, summers are slightly hotter and winters are slightly cooler
than in the northern hemisphere.
January 6-8: The moon passes through Taurus, coming closest
to Aldebaran on January 7. (see
the diagram)



photo courtesy of Sky and Telescope

January 10: Full Moon. A
modest eclipse of the moon will be
visible across most of Europe, Africa, and Asia. We will have to wait
until the night of July 4-5 for our
next eclipse season and an eclipse
of the moon. Another eclipse will be
visible from Crestone on November
29-30.
January 24: New Moon.
January 26-28: The twoday-old crescent moon will be visible about 30 minutes after sunset.
Look below it and to the right for
the planet Mercury. The next two
nights the moon will pass close to
Venus. (see the diagram)



photo courtesy of Sky and Telesope

The meteor shower of January
It has a funny name, and it
occurs during frigid January, but
this shower puts on a good show if
you catch the right moment. These
Quadrantids (call them “Quads”)
meteors radiate outward from an
obsolete and extinct constellation
named after a device for measuring
the positions of stars in the 18th century called a Mural Quadrant. The
constellation was supposed to mark
a collection of stars in an empty area
of the sky north of the constellation
of Bootes. The constellation was not
generally accepted, largely because
of its insignificance. But what did
remain of it was the name of the first
major meteor shower of the new year.
It is a powerful but short shower
lasting at its peak only some 6 hours.
But at that peak, it can produce as
many as 120 meteors per hour. They
can be pretty impressive—one or two
each minute with a few brilliant fireballs thrown in. Actually this is one
of the very best years for observing
the shower. The first quarter moon
sets around midnight so that the sky
will be blissfully Crestone-like dark.
The peak of the shower is predicted
to occur on January 4 around 1am
local (Crestone) standard time. Bundle up with a good chair and enjoy
the sky. The shower meteors will
be coming out of the northeast near
the Big and Little Dippers, Draco,
and Bootes. Watch for earth-grazing
meteors that rise up from the northeastern sky and are visible for many
seconds as they skim across the top
of the atmosphere.
Most meteor showers are produced by the dust that dribble off
the nucleus of comet as the ice that
glues that together sublimates and
evaporates. In the case of these
Quads, the whole nucleus apparently disintegrated. The result is a very
concentrated stream of particles.
The constellation of the
month
Taurus, the bull, is one of the
great and easily identifiable constellations of the zodiac. It has a bloodshot eye, two horns and a brilliant
star cluster. It is one of the oldest
constellations and its importance to
the agricultural calendar may have
influenced many of the mythologies
of the Near East. It is a rich host to
important astronomical objects. It
contains two open star clusters, the
Pleiades and the Hyades. The Pleiades in Greek myology is known
as the Seven Sisters, which ride on
the back of the bull and the Hyades
are nymphs that bring rain. It is
a fascinating coincidence (?) that
both the Pleiades and the Hyades
are associated with the weather in
two vastly separated cultures (see
below). The brightest star, the red
giant Aldebaran, is known in India
as the Daughter of the Dawn. The
northernmost of its two horns is the
star, El Nath, “the butting one”. The
other horn is tipped by a star (zeta)
known by the Chinese as Tien Quan,
the “gate of heaven”; close to it is the
Crab Nebula, the remnant of the
1054 CE supernova. Is it another
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Taurus the Bull. The Pleiades is on his back. The Hyades is on his face near Aldebaran
his red eye. The northern horn is El Nath, the butting one. The tip of the southern horn is
photo from ianridpath.com
Tien Kuan, the Celestial Gate, next to the Crab Nebula. 

coincidence? They actually may be
connected because the Chinese carefully recorded the brilliant exploding
star for months. A pictograph marking the supernova may be on the cliff
wall of Chaco Canyon.
The Pleiades & El Niño
Toward the end of every June,
farmers in the altiplano of Peru
look to the Pleiades to forecast the
weather six months in the future.
In their dark skies they see more
than seven stars, closer to eleven,
in fact. If these eleven stars appear
bright and clear in the pre-dawn
sky, they anticipate early, abundant
rains and a bountiful potato crop.
If the stars appear dim, however,
they expect a smaller harvest and
delay planting in order to reduce
the adverse impact of late and meager precipitation. Not only does the
technique work reasonably well, it
turns out that the farmers have in
effect been forecasting El Niño since

the days of the Inca.
The primary characteristics
of the Pleiades that the farmers observe—brightness, size, the date of
first appearance and the position of
the brightest star in the cluster—
depend on the clarity of the atmosphere, which is in turn determined
by its moisture content.
Within the past few years atmospheric physicists have found a
connection between the brewing El
Niño and the increased incidence
of high, thin clouds over the Andes
that dim the farmers’ view of the
stars. Four to eight months later,
the El Niño results in a hot, dry
growing season that reduces the
potato yield. A big, bright Pleiades
equals big rain equals big potato
harvest, whereas a small, dim Pleiades equals small rain equals small
potato harvest. It is an utterly fascinating case of ancient but valuable
weather forecasting.

This column sponsored by

Kim & Nancy Malville
kimmalville@hotmail.com
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Starr Sightings Astrology
Year of karmic
consequences
by Starr Sites
7-year cycle
Winter Solstice 2012 marked
the alignment of our solar system
with the Galactic Center. On Winter Solstice, Dec. 21, we completed the first 7-year cycle since that
celebrated date. This cycle opened
our eyes to the realities around
us—climate change, economic inequality, insufficient housing, food
and water scarcity, health care insufficiencies, racial and religious
injustice, misogyny, trans-gender
prejudice, lack of worker rights . .
. the list goes on. That was the Cycle of Awakening. During the next
7 years we must respond to these
issues with effective action.
Christmas Night eclipse
The transition between the
decades was further punctuated by
a Christmas Night Annular “Ring
of Fire” Solar Eclipse conjunct Jupiter and trine Uranus. Luck and
expansion, personal, professional,
and spiritual growth, as well as
insight and inspiration are attainable now! What an incredibly positive prelude to this new decade as
new projects and plans receive a
boost!
Capricorn Eclipses
However, there are shadows hidden within this “3 South”
Eclipse Family which reveals an
explosive signature combining the
3 most belligerent planets: Pluto,
Mars and Uranus! Together they
suggest that nuclear (Pluto) issues
could explode (Mars) unexpectedly (Uranus) this year. The last “3
South” Eclipse occurred 3 months

after 9/11 when George W. Bush
was considering the use of nukes in
retaliation for the worst terrorist
attack in American history. He settled on invading Iraq in search of
elusive “weapons of mass destruction” instead. We will continue with
conflict, but probably not war.
Dire consequences
During the ancestral first
eclipse of the “3 South” Family,
Pluto sat on the Nodal axis, commanding “destiny”. The overriding theme of this eclipse season is
therefore “traumatic transformation.” The transiting Saturn/Pluto
conjunction on January 12 might
provide the trigger needed to initiate a major nuclear (or seismic)
event before the next eclipse on
Summer Solstice. Certainly, ignoring the threats of nuclear energy is
folly, whether it’s used for generating electricity or nuclear weapons.
We overlook this threat to our peril.
With Uranus in earth sign Taurus
and an activated Pluto ruling the
under-world, expect to see more
volcanoes, earthquakes and other
eruptions, including possible nuclear accidents this year.
Lunar Eclipse
A Capricorn-Cancer Lunar
Eclipse occurs on January 10. This
Eclipse creates new beginnings
with bright new opportunities, so
take heart! If something is falling
apart in your life, realize that it’s
time for “closure” on that aspect of
your life. Let it go. That will “clear
the slate” for many new possibilities to emerge in the decade ahead!
Saturn/Pluto
The dreaded Saturn/Pluto
conjunction in sober Capricorn
happens on January 12 at 22°+
Capricorn, including both Mercury
and the Sun, all within a tight 2°

orb. Mercury sharpens the mind
and Saturn is critical, while the
Sun/Pluto has unpleasant duties
it must perform (like impeaching
Trump). The Saturn/Pluto conjunction means accountability. Misdeeds carry consequences! It’s true
that people (especially powerful
White men) have gotten away with
committing immoral and illegal
acts for centuries. But that’s about
to change, although drastic change
(Pluto) may take root rather slowly (Saturn). Both planets value
truth over falsehood, the latter often camouflaged to look like truth.
We may be unclear about the real
truth, but karma cannot be fooled,
and with painful Chiron T-squaring
the Nodes of Destiny, the search for
truth will include wounding. But
karmic payback is coming . . . expect our politicians, leaders, bosses
and financiers to be held accountable under this aspect, despite legal
delays (Saturn). Impeachment and
extreme partisanship creates an
ugly battle to save our democracy!
Recession?
When Pluto, the destroyer
(represented by The Tower in Tarot), meets Saturn, the builder, we
can expect a certain amount of destruction to pave the way for major
transformation and eventual reconstruction during the upcoming
decade. This Pluto/Saturn conjunction happens in the 2nd house of
money and values in our National
Chart, so we can expect economic
contraction to rein in the surging
stock market and take us into an
overdue recession before year’s
end. On the bright side, the undoing of our economy will create the

opportunity to restructure it.
Saturn offers challenges that
require long-term attention but
promise success for those willing to work hard to achieve their
goals. Long-term planning, rather
than speculation, is favored. Penetrate deeply into what you plan to
achieve and why. The “how” will unfold as you proceed. As the I Ching
counsels, “Perseverance furthers”.
Pluto’s promise is the elimination of whatever is no longer
working. By undoing the superfluous, Pluto strengthens our core
values (also under discussion this
year) and creates transformative
progress. Both Pluto and Saturn
are agents of karma, so expect to
see many “consequences” rendered
this year as well! When consequences fall upon you due to this
karmic effect, be sure to look within for whatever needs adjusting.
The more honest we are with ourselves, the more personal growth
can occur.
Year of the metal rat
January 25 marks the Chinese New Year—Year of the Rat—
to be discussed next month.

Starr Sightings
Betsi “Starr” Sites
Astrology &
Astrocartography

505-470-9327

PO Box 364,
Crestone, CO 81131
Betsi.Sites@gmail.com

Architectural & Interior Design
Sustainable | Healthy | Energy Efficient
New Construction | Renovations
Residential | Commercial
web | carriecaverly.wordpress.com
303.885.8665 | carriecaverly@gmail.com

Crestone Mountain
Crestone
Mountain
Builders llc
Builders llc
Dan Frelka

719-256-1100
dfrelka@bacatech.com
Ask me about
satellite internet

20 Years Experience Building
in theExperience
San Luis Valley
25 Years
Building
in the San Luis Valley
Design-Build
Construction
& Renovation& Renovation
Design-Build Construction
+ Concrete Foundations

Shane Caverly
(719) 239-4111
Shane
Caverly

ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
(719) 239-4111
ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
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Who We Are
Eric Weiss:

Pursuing the big questions
by Gussie Fauntleroy
As he was approaching adolescence, Eric Weiss began noticing
that none of the adults around him
were asking the questions that had
been on his mind for years—about
God and life and how it all works.
When he was 12 he developed the
theory that at the onset of sexual
maturity, people suddenly turned
stupid. For a serious boy with a
probing curiosity, it was a terrifying prospect. So he started writing
down the important questions and
hiding the pieces of paper. He intended to find them in the coming
years, in case he fell victim to the
same form of amnesia.
He needn’t have worried.
Big, cosmic questions have never
stopped being Eric’s constant companions. They have propelled his
intellectual and spiritual journey,
plunged him into years of study
and deep into meditation practice,
left him shipwrecked in despair,
and later rescued and revived him.
Answers to his most insistent questions about the nature of reality
eventually found expression in his
PhD dissertation and in his book,
The Long Trajectory: The Metaphysics of Reincarnation and Life
after Death, published in 2012.
Eric’s questioning mind also
brought him to Crestone. Now
70, he is a beloved and engaging
teacher at Sri Aurobindo Learning
Center. He also consults privately
on doctoral dissertations and philosophical questions. At the Sri Aurobindo Center he leads a weekly
exploration of the perspective of
Indian visionary Sri Aurobindo
(1872-1950), whom he considers
one of the greatest and least appreciated thinkers of the 20th century.
Through integrating Sri Aurobindo’s ideas with those of English philosopher Alfred North
Whitehead (1861-1947) and expanding on both, Eric eventually developed what he considers a
deeply satisfying theory of the inherent relationship between the
physical world and non-material
reality. (A sound-bite hint: It has to
do with process, rather than units
of matter.) Yet even articulating
this and other essential questions
involved decades of effort and multiple radical shifts in thinking and
belief.
A young “old head”
Born in the Bronx, New York
City, Eric was the son of an intellectually oriented accountant father
and a mother with an artistic and
spiritual bent. His grandmother affectionately called him by a Yiddish
term meaning “old head.” When he
was five the family moved to a Los
Angeles suburb, and at 13 he had
an experience he now calls his first
glimpse of awakening. Wandering
away from a dance during summer camp, he remembers standing
in the woods and suddenly feeling
awe-struck by the awareness of
“endless, dark, infinite emptiness.”
In that moment he dedicated himself to understanding the infinite.
But at that point in life, he says,

smiling, “My curiosity was much
bigger than my capacity.”
After high school he enrolled
in Columbia University in New
York but dropped out after less
than two years because what he
was studying—not yet philosophy—did not seem relevant. He
hitchhiked between New York and
LA a couple of times and held odd
jobs, including typing equations for
physics journals and working as a
private chauffeur. While waiting
hours between driving a client, he

With his partner, Anrahyah Arstad, circa 2012

Eric as a young man.

With his stepfather, Stuart Sapadin, in 2000.

read Alan Watts for the first time,
opening a door to esoteric books,
which led to Tibetan Buddhism.
At 23 Eric began studying
with Chögyam Trungpa Rinpoche.
He moved to Boulder and immersed
himself in the practice, becoming
one of the meditation teacher’s earliest American advanced students.
He believed he had found his orientation in life. About eight years
later, however, what he saw as
unhealthy hierarchy and abuse of
power led him to leave the organization and Buddhism. He returned
to LA, married, and was hired by
a psychiatrist who was working
to computerize psychotherapy. He
earned a psychology degree from
Antioch University Los Angeles
and for a time had a small private
psychotherapy practice.
Receiving instructions
At some point it occurred to
Eric that theism contained as much
inherent logic as a non-theistic approach such as Buddhism. He returned to his Jewish roots and was
encouraged to become a rabbi. But
it soon became clear that his interest in Judaism was deeply spiritual
rather than culturally oriented and
was out of step with what was expected of him. He left Judaism, got
divorced, and was depressed and
lost for a while. In 1996 he left California in a motorized version of a
“walkabout,” driving with no goal
except to find his place in life. He

Wondering how things work, even at a
young age.

came to Crestone, where he met
Anrahyah Arstad, with whom he
had an intense seven-month relationship before they went separate
ways.
Eventually, during an extended solitary retreat in which he
delved minutely into the writings
of Sri Aurobindo, Eric intuitively
received his intellectual instructions. “Work where the occult and
the scientific intersect,” an inner
voice said. “And one more thing:
Stop hiding your brilliance.” It was
the prod he needed to dive into
seven years of what ultimately became his most gratifying pursuit. “I

had to rethink the nature of space,
time, energy, causality, and matter,” he says. The results became
his dissertation and later his book.
Light shining through
After earning a PhD in Philosophy, Cosmology, and Consciousness from the California Institute
of Integral Studies, Eric served as
adjunct associate professor at CIIS,
teaching highly popular courses.
He was also a distinguished scholar at the Esalen Center for Theory
and Research, studying and lecturing on life after death. There the
actor John Cleese heard him speak
and was so impressed he gave him
$2,000 toward writing a book.
In the midst of working on
his dissertation, Eric experienced
debilitatingly severe skin rashes,
treated with massive amounts of
cortisone steroids. After reconnecting with Anrahyah in California,
he was able to withdraw from the
drugs, and six years ago he and Anrahyah (and Eric’s stepfather, Stuart Sapadin) returned and settled
in Crestone. Eric now suffers from
kidney failure requiring dialysis,
which he believes is a result of the
steroids. Yet the quiet of Crestone,
the love and support of friends and
Anrahyah, and teaching at the Sri
Aurobindo Center are “very sustaining,” he says. “My understanding continues to deepen. I’m not
by temperament very devotional,
but Sri Aurobindo’s ideas create a
cathedral for me, and God’s light
shines through.”
Eric’s Sri Aurobindo class
takes place each Sunday morning
at 10:30 and is open to the public.
For information: 719-937-7936.
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GardenGuru
The miracle of trees
by Matie Belle Lakish
As I sit by my fire, mesmerized by the flames, I am struck once
again, by the miracle of wood. And
trees. If I focus my attention on it,
I can vaguely remember the botany classes I took, and the descriptions of the xylem and phloem and
the complex passage of nutrients
and water along the channels that
support leaf growth in spring and
senescence in winter. But the real
miracle is somehow not described in
botanical terms, but as some kind
of mystery—how can a plant store
so much strength and energy for so
long, while providing such amazing
service to the animal kingdom on
this planet? As I watch the flame
fingers twirling about the disintegrating log I marvel at the plan that
allows all that energy to be stored
so compactly and conveniently, and
then be released with enough potency to heat my house and keep me
warm. I am so grateful!
Trees are one of the few plants
that store large amounts of carbon, primarily in their trunks, for
long periods of time. The process by
which they do it is still somewhat of
a mystery. The photosynthesis process and the basics of plant respiration have been known for a long
time, but new facts are emerging all
the time, especially as trees have
been identified as one of the best potential sinks for the overabundant
carbon dioxide that is continuing to
be produced by the human reliance
on fossil fuels.
Unfortunately, human activity may also be contributing to the
death of massive numbers of these
savior trees. We, in Colorado, are all
too aware of the massive die-offs of
spruce and fir as insects and diseases take their toll, at least partly as
a result of global warming. There
is some good news, however, as re-

search by the University of Arizona,
School of Natural Resources and the
Environment, which is monitoring
two Colorado stands of dead trees attacked by mountain pine beetle, has
found that the carbon release is less
than anticipated. “A question we
are looking to answer is, ‘How does
the carbon dioxide released from the
forest into the atmosphere change as
you have large scale tree mortality
over time?’’’ said Nicole Trahan, a
postdoctoral researcher at the University of Colorado, Boulder.
While researchers thought
that the soil organisms that live in
and around the roots of the trees,
and assist in the tree’s growth,
would continue to use oxygen after
the trees had died, they found that,
“Once the trees are dead, respiration by the trees goes away,” David
Moore said. “In addition, if you cut
off the carbon that a tree put into
the soil while it was alive, you reduce the ability of the soil microbes
around the roots to respire.
“After five or six years, there
is a buildup of some dead plant material, leaf litter and so on, and that
seems to drive the rate of respiration up again. But it never recovers
to the point it was before the beetles
killed the trees, at least over the
span of a decade,” Moore said.
“As long as a tree is alive, it
puts much of the carbon it fixes
from the atmosphere underground
to support its roots and associated microorganisms,” Trahan explained. “When the tree dies, that
carbon flow is shut off, and the release of carbon into the soil and the
atmosphere goes down, leading to
the observed dampening effect on
the carbon cycle: As trees die, less
carbon is taken up from the atmosphere, but less is released from the
soil as well.”
As gardeners, what can we

Young plum trees in bloom.

do? Plant trees of course. During
this dormant time of the year, when
the seed catalogs are arriving daily, is a good time to plan for spring
planting. Other research has indicated that two good-sized trees can
produce enough oxygen to supply
a family of four. While it may take
decades to achieve that in our climate, it is a goal to work toward.
Native trees are the easiest to
establish and maintain. Piñon and
juniper are the natives on the hillsides and can be grown throughout
the valley, if tended a bit. Narrow
leaf cottonwood is the native along
creeks, which is replaced by aspen
at higher elevations. Both can be
grown as yard trees with supplementary water. Some types of maples and oaks, as well as ash and
hawthorn will do well with occasional irrigation. If you purchase a
tree through a catalogue, be sure it
is hardy to at least zone 4, preferably zone 3. It can be really frustrating to have a tree you have carefully
tended die during a hard winter.
My preference, as you may
have guessed, is fruit trees. Not
only do they sequester carbon and
produce oxygen, but they give us
nutritious food over a long span of
time.
One of the biggest challenges
for the production of fruit in our
climate are early warm spells that
cause trees to bloom early, followed
by freezing temperatures that kill

the fruit blossoms. To some extent
this is a function of living in the
mountains, where the thinner atmosphere does less to moderate
temperature fluctuations than a
thicker atmosphere you would find
at lower elevations.
Local critters are also a serious challenge. Mice and rabbits will
chew the bark on young fruit trees,
girdling the tree and killing it.
Deer will eat the leaves and young
branches, and bears will happily eat
the fruit. Birds and insects will also
take a toll.
Given all these challenges, is it
worth it? I think it is really a matter
of picking the level of involvement
you are willing to undertake. If you
want to be uninvolved in your tree’s
future, choose a native like piñon or
juniper. If you are willing to water
occasionally and want a little shade,
choose a native cottonwood or an aspen or a hardy maple. If you fence,
you can add many trees to your list
and anticipate a fruit harvest at
least occasionally. So, enjoy those
catalogues as you sit by your fire,
and thank the trees.

Chili Heads Glass & Vape

Full service Head, Smoke & Vape Shop

Top Brands
Local Glass
Smoking Supplies
Pipes
E-liquids
Kratom

www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
www.chiliheads.biz
112 W. Rainbow Blvd, Unit A, Salida CO
719.207.9700

256-4252
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There’s No Such Thing
As A Weed


by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)

Becoming an immune system warrior
Whether you’re trying to prevent getting the flu, or if you’re
dealing with cancer, a strong immune system can benefit everyone!
Here are some immune system basics:
1. Avoid sugar. Sugar directly suppresses the immune system for a period of time after eating
it.
2. Eat a healthy diet. As
much as possible, eat organic food.
If you can’t afford to eat organically all the time, check out EWG’s
“dirty dozen” list (ewg.org), and at
least eat produce from that list organically. Include ample amounts
of fruits and vegetables.
3. Stay hydrated! This is
especially important in our dry
climate, and especially in winter
when the wood stove is on a lot.
Drink at least 8 cups of your best

water daily. Hydration is equally important externally—be sure
to add moisture to the air—use a
humidifier, or a pot of water on the
wood stove. A recent study showed
that people are more likely to catch
a cold or flu when the air is dry (of
course—mucus membranes can’t
do their job when dry!).
4. Avoid burning the candle at both ends. It may feel like
running on caffeine is a good plan,
but it will catch up with you! Especially take time to rest when you
are sick or recovering.
5. Supplements: Vitamin D
and vitamin C can help prevent the
flu.
6. Moderate exercise: Yoga,
dance, walk briskly. Keep your energy flowing!
7. Joy! Do what brings you
joy, whether that’s listening to mu-

Elderberry.

sic, dancing, doing art or crafts.
Laugh a lot! Watch funny movies or surround yourself with silly
friends.
8. Find a way to process
emotions.
Being told to stay
positive when you’re not feeling
it can seem like you’re expected
to suppress your feelings. Allow
your emotions to come up and
process them, either through EFT
(“tapping”), The Journey, or other
methods. Some flus can come with
depression—be aware and don’t believe it to be yours.
9. Last but not least—
herbs. It may seem odd that I’m
saving this for last. Herbs work
best if you’re taking care of yourself in other ways too. Herbs used
for detox can be helpful in not only
preventing illness but in recovery
too. Liver herbs such as dandeli-

on root, burdock root, licorice root
and yellow dock can be taken before and after. Essiac tea is a great
detox formula. Marshmallow tea
keeps the mucus membranes hydrated and can be used before, during, and after the flu. Anti-microbial herbs are great after you’ve been
exposed—echinacea, usnea, osha.
Elderberry in all forms (elderberry
juice, syrup, or gummies) is antiviral and can be taken to prevent and
heal colds and flu. Look for recipes
online.
10. Oscillococcinum is a
homeopathic flu prevention
remedy. Take at the first signs.
Next month we’ll talk about
what to do if you have the flu. Stay
well!
Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an
herbalist and natural healer, also
working with Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive Energy Healing and
‘The Journey’ cellular healing. For
an appointment call 719-937-7786
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

Solution to puzzle from page B-13.
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According to this map, T.C. Henry’s agricultural projects would become the center of the
universe, or of the San Luis Valley, at least.

photo from The San Luis Valley: Land of the Six-Armed Cross

Moffat & Hooper
continued from page B-1
like the Gold Rush in many ways;
times are tough and human hope
springs eternal. In researching this
article I discovered Moffat is again
gearing up for a boom as the marijuana-friendly town of the SLV.
How ever we feel about it, we can’t
argue with the fact that Moffat
may resurrect itself with this new
marketing. It’s happened before.
Hooper
The town just south of Moffat
along Hwy. 17 which we know as
Hooper began its history in 1891 as
the town of Garrison. It was named
after William Garrison, the Texas
rancher who sold his homestead to
the Garrison Town Company. Garrison was backed by the likes of EH
Shotwell, President and manager
of the Garrison Town Company.
Shotwell was said to have been the
first to successfully raise wheat in
the vicinity. Shares of the company were sold for $25 each with the
proceeds going toward the development of a town, The town company
furnished lots and water for a community garden.
The first buildings in the new
town went up in March 1891. Soon
the town had a hardware store,
a blacksmith, and a livery stable. Harlan says, “The Garrison
Meat Market kept a wagon on the
road that supplied the country for
miles around.” There was the firm
of Taylor and Etlinge, “Buyers of
grain, hay, and potatoes.” There
were folks in the trades such as
carpenters, masons and bricklay-

ers. By 1892 EK Mullens of Denver
constructed the Garrison Mill and
elevator Company. But prosperity
took a dive in the financial panic of
1893 and the Garrison Bank failed
twice. The bank building was the
community center for the young
town. Its second floor housed the
first school and hosted the Methodist Church every Sunday.
The little community got right
back up and changed the town’s
name from Garrison to Hooper in
1896. It was called Hooper to honor Major Hooper, General Passenger Agent of the D&RG. One story
says the US Post Office wanted the
change because Garrison got mixed
up with Gunnison, causing mail
confusion. The railroad came to
town where, according to Virginia
McConnell Simmons, “the D&RG
purchased 2300 acres of land to
be used as switch yards and depot grounds. D&RG’s water tank .
. . was supplied from an artesian
well with the capacity of 700,000
gallons per day.” By 1897 the grain
elevator capacity at Hooper had
the capacity of 125,000 bushels.
The mill in Hooper produced three
hundred barrels of Sunlight Flour
daily. A third rail line was added to Alamosa to supply livestock
and farm products.Hooper was being billed as the “trade center of a
great agricultural district.”
In 1896-97 the incredible productivity of the area around Hooper
was threatened because the practice of subirrigation had caused the
underground water table to rise
to where it broke through the surface in many places. Subirrigation
it turned out was unsuited to the
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by Peter Anderson
Imagine this beginning: a molecule rides in your own exhale, water
in the form of vapor, rising in a warmer stream of air to meet the cooler
floor of a cloud, a cloud that the prevailing wind has nudged up against
the western slope of a nearby mountain.
Inside of the cloud, let’s say this molecule, once a part of your own
being, bumps into a grain of a grain of a grain of sand. And let’s say
some other water molecules mingling nearby drift into that same particle. Pretty soon, all those molecules, including your own, are linking up
like star-to-the-right square dancers on a Saturday night.
Out in the valley, a trucker sits next to a window at Deb’s Roadside Café. He clears a circle of vapor, his own breath in part, to look out
the window. Clouds are piling up on the mountain. The good news: he’s
headed over the lowest pass headed out of the valley. The bad news: the
curves are always in the shadows up there. “I hate hauling when it gets
slick,” he says to the waitress.
“What kind of pie d’ya say you had?”
On a spread just north of town, a rancher in a flatbed rattles out
over a frozen brown pasture hauling hay. He takes a pull off a Camel and
blows out a puff of blue smoke while he listens to the snow advisory on
the radio. Bring it on, he says to himself.
Then he recalls snowdrifts over fences and his whole herd spread
out from hell to breakfast down County Road T.
Back on the slope of the mountain, the snow is falling. You see a doe
nudging her two fawns toward the shelter of a piñon. Is it the windchill
of the gust that just caught you head-on or is the temperature falling
fast? You find the answer on the black sleeve of your wool shirt. What
fell as pellets of hail only a few minutes ago now falls in the form of sixwinged lattices, lovely translucent crystals. And they linger for as long it
takes your exhaled breath to disappear.

Preparing a field in the San Luis Valley for planting hay.

land which had a high water table
and poor drainage. Too much water ruined the soil with salts that
came up with it. Harlin says, “By
the 1920’s many acres had become
either too waterlogged or alkaline
or both and had to be abandoned
to greasewood and rabbit brush.”
People have tried ever since to fix
this problem. One thing the Closed
Basin Project was going to do was
to restore land for agricultural use
by lowering the water table.
Many farms were being abandoned in the district when in 1913
Hooper became part of the newly
created Alamosa County. The town
had been part of Costilla County.
At the heart of farm abandonment
around 1916 it’s thought between

three hundred and five hundred
thousand acres of land was left to
sagebrush. By the 1950s Hooper,
like Moffat, lost business as trucking took over and the railroads criss
crossing the SLV became a memory
or a tourist attraction.
The company towns did much
to settle the SLV. They were created by mostly well meaning people
with clear economic goals. In the
1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s large tracts of
land were again divided and plated for sale. The Baca Grande is
one such covenanted community;
so are Wild Horse Mesa near San
Luis and Carson Estates west of
Taos, NM. Growth is returning to
the nearly forgotten northern end
of the San Luis Valley.

‘Dispatch from the Edge’
is sponsored by

Carol & David Lee

The Crestone Eagle • January, 2020 • Page B-9

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate
excited to announce two
designations acquired by agents
First, Vivia Lawson received
the “Best of Zillow” designation
from the popular real estate website Zillow. From the website: “Decided by clients, the Best of Zillow
title is reserved for agents with experience scores of 90+, as well as
past sales. To give a holistic view
of a client’s home-buying journey,
scores are based on surveys from
24 hours, 15 days and 45 days after
an agent first speaks to a connection. Best of Zillow agents are the
top 10% of Zillow Premier Agents,
known for demonstrating trustworthiness, responsiveness and
knowledge in every client interaction. They receive a profile badge
and digital marketing templates to
showcase their dedication to giving
clients an exceptional home-buying
experience.”

Next, Nick Nevares has recently earned the National Association of Realtors’ Green Designation. Designed for residential real
estate professionals, NAR’s Green
Designation addresses the increasing consumer demand for the benefits provided by greener homes,
and empowers Realtors™ with
the knowledge to aid buyers and
sellers looking to make their home
more eco-friendly. This knowledge,
combined with his volunteer work
as the Producer of the Crestone
Energy Fair, makes him a great
resource to the community. Nick’s
Green Designation will help him to
support buyers and sellers with information about eco-friendly building practices and retrofitting techniques. Congrats to Nick and Vivia
on these two designations.

Nick Nevares earned the National Association of Realtors’ Green Designation.

Vivia Lawson earned the “Best of Zilllow” designation.

Wishing you and yours
A Very Happy New Year!

Vivia Lawson
Broker Owner

Nick Nevares
Broker Associate

546 Cottonwood Creek Rd

75 Dragoon Overlook

735 & 731 San Juan, Saguache

2271 Big Sands Way

125 Azurite Trail

2 bedroom, 1 bath, separate cottage
and garden spaces. 2.67 acres.
Nice finishes. Grants.

Urban farm! Many sustainable/prepper
features. Wonderful Chalet I spot.
300 SF office, greenhouses, gardens!

2 complete residences! 5 bedroom,
2 1/2 bath. Excellent condition.

1 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath home with
beautiful, great mountain views.

Large master bedroom with 1/2 bath
and walk-out deck. Energy efficient
construction with many custom features.

Vacant land, County Rd G

Vacant land, County Rd T

1939 Lone Pine Way

123 Skyview Way

17567 County Road 71

Two contiguous 160 acre parcels.

80 acres near Crestone with great views.

Exquisite custom one bedroom home on
4.5 acres. Private. Adjacent to greenbelt.
Custom finishes throughout.

2 bedroom, 2 bath on three lots
with Creek Greenbelt .

2 bedroom, 1 bath, garage.

$240,000

$78,000

$325,000

each

(719) 256-5800

$175,000

$125,000

$225,000

$145,000

$165,000

$215,000 $195,000

$125,000

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate • 116 S. Alder Street Suite A, Box 356, Crestone, CO 81131
www.SangreD.com • vivia@SangreD.com
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by Suzanne McGregor
We would like to thank all
the folks who contributed to our
Holiday Open House last month,
hosted by our very dedicated
Friends of the Library (FOL).
Our gratitude goes to David
and Carol Lee for the pre-planning and the Friends who con-

www.crestoneeagle.com

tributed to the mini-bake sale.
It is always a good way to end
the month and start the New
Year by taking a break to visit with our friends. We had lots
of good food, laughter, and over
90 guests! Blessings and best
wishes to everyone that 2020
(can you believe it?!) is full of
joy, serenity and many exciting
adventures. We hope that one
of these adventures will be visiting your library regularly, as
we have some great selections
and resources for all ages.
We just finished another
great year that included adding
91 new memberships, getting
new steel shelving in the back
room and a new display table in

front (both thanks to the FOL),
finishing up the carpet installation in the non-fiction room and
setting up a fiberoptics WiFi.
We have had children’s reading
programs, parties, fundraisers,
workshops, and group meetings. We anticipate such successes in this coming year.
One of the traditions of
bringing in the New Year is
making a list of resolutions—
the setting of intentions to do a
bit better in areas of our lives
that could be improved. We
would like to suggest a resolution that would really help us
out. This resolution is: “I will
remember that the materials
in the library belong to ALL

community members, and I
will treat them with care.” As
we are borrowing from other
libraries through interlibrary
loans, we are sure they would
appreciate this as well. And
the resolutions of the library
staff are to serve you in the
most helpful ways we can and
to make sure your library experiences are positive and productive ones. We appreciate all
comments and suggestions for
improvement. After all, it is
your library!
Happy New Year from Suzanne, Barry and Sandia.
Baca Grande Library, 2564100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am5pm; Sat. 10am-4pm.

Shirley Motz
Broker/Owner
719.937.1691
Top 1000 2013 Trends Journal
REDUCED

269 Springdale Tr $675,000
4BD 3.5BA. Spacious open
floor plan, greenhouse, 2 car
garage, horse stall, cottage
with European wood stove,
sauna and soaking tub.
Completely off-grid with stunning wide open vistas.

187 W. Silver. $475,000
Prime location in the center
of Little Pearl Park in the
town of Crestone. Currently
Restaurant, Brewery 2 hotel
rooms and Penthouse apartment. Long term lease in
place.

158 E Silver $299,000 Rental income from liquor store
and 11 storage units with the
sale all full no vacancies and
waiting list. Prime downtown
Crestone location. Lease in
place on liquor store.

3458 Enchanted $395,000
Owner financing available
on this exceptional income
producing property. Established B&B & Retreat Business.Total 4 BD 3BA rental
capacity. Bright & spacious
with lots of windows.

2710 Happy Hollow Way
$298,000 2BD 2BA
Exquisite custom home with
too many upgrades to list
here - immaculate 2 master
suites, upstairs deck you
won’t be disapointed. Must
see!

1194 Hilltop Way $184,000
1BD 1BA passive solar
ranch style home, designed
by Tucson Saryon, sits
on .56 treed acres 5 min
from town on paved
road. Built in 2004 by Paul
Kopanna.

1537 Antelope Way $169,000
2BD 2BA . Spacious bedrooms and modern bathrooms. Large spacious kitchen with dining area island.
With Lovely setting backing to
the greenbelt with miles of
hiking.

5879 Blue Spruce Ave, Alamosa.$265,000 3 BD 2 BA.
Country living with close
proximity to town. Home sits
on 1 acre with paved street
access Home has numerous
upgrades in kitchen, bathrooms.

REDUCED

1419 Badger Rd. $219,000
2BD 2BA Great bungalow
type home. Master Suite,
has large walk-in closet, full
bath, & spacious bedroom
with extra storage. Front
mountain & valley views.

2721 Happy Hollow Way
$189,500 2BD 1BA. Great
B&B opportunity, or vacation
home, this home comes fully
furnished, and ready to go.
Walking distance to Dharma
Ocean and many spiritual
retreat centers.

35 28 E nch an te d Way
$187,000 2BD 1BA. Call for
seller carry terms on this
charming 1 level starter, retirement or B&B property with
stunning mountain views.
Large storage shed. Close to
paved road.

169 Verano Court $158,600
2BD 1BA. New construction, vaulted ceilings, low
maintenance exterior &
tremendous mountain
views. This small home
feels bigger than actual
square footage.

2283 Happy Day Overlook
$150,000 1BD 1BA Amazing
views from this high up location. Lovely organic home,
made with natural materials,
and comes fully furnished,
stainless appliances, gas cooking, washer & dryer included.

365 Camino De Oro $149,500
2BD 1BA. Affordable living in
the growing town of Crestone.
HOA of $394. includes snow
plowing to driveway, road
maintenance, tennis, golf,
parks, library & hiking trails.

17567 County Rd 71
$125,000 2BD 1BA Classic
mountain cabin built in 1963.
The home is on well and
septic. 1/2 acre, nicely shaded by towering juniper, spruce
and cottonwoods.

139 Rondo Ct. $115,000
2BD 1BA. Do a little fix up,
and have your energy efficient-self sufficient homestead. Solar system runs
the home, however, you are
hooked into the grid for
double protection.

26094 Woodward Ave. Moffat
$96,500 3BD 2BA This is one
of those must see to appreciate
properties! So much for the
price, park your RV, boat, or
other toys here in the oversized
garage. On 3.3 acres with
spectacular views.

56494 Country Road AA.
Moffat $67,000 2BD 1BA.
Great opportunity for sweat
equity. Home is bank owned
being sold "AS IS". Nice
mountain views. Has a barn,
and some fencing. Lots of
potential, with some clean up.

531C etc Camino Del Rey.
$79,500 Unique opportunity to
own 24.4 AC with Cottonwood
Creek running through at least
2 lots! 3 access rds. Lots could
be consolidated or 5 separate
building sites. Spectacilar 360
views of mtns & sand dunes.

263 Rainbow Trout Tr.
$69,000 15 tranquil rolling
acres at the end of the Baca
Grande. Secluded, quiet, this
property backs to the Great
Sand Dunes National
Park. The only aartesian well
in the Baca Grande!

4117 Co rdial $7 9,00 0
AMAZING piece of property.
Must walk this one to appreciate. Close to Cottonwood
Creek. 9 consolidated lots in
Chalet 2 with easy walking
distance to ziggurat & stupa.

616 Pine Cone $38,500
17.658 AC secluded, corner
of maintained rds. Easy
access, tremendous views,
15 minutes from town. Large
parcel to build your mini
dream self sustainable
homestead!

3855 Jubilant way. $30,000
1.5 acres of private lots
near Cottonwood Creek,
and Stupa, Ziggurut. Tap
fee is paid. Build your luxury
home!

3677 Enchanted $19,000.
Tap fee is already paid on
this special and secluded lot
with beautiful mature trees
and breathtaking views of the
mountains as well as the
valley.

3819 Virtue Way $15,000
situated in a stunningly
beautiful area near Cottonwood creek. High up on the
mountain & surrounded by
mature trees.

3492 Camino Del Rey $5,000
Beautiful lot off the paved
road of Camino Del Rey in
Chalet 2. Spectacular views
of the mountains, the great
sand dunes & the valley.

19507 Co Rd 59, Moffat
$175,000SELLER WILL
CARRY!! 3 acres of irrigation
rights on the artesian well #8W-2578 108' well & solar
panels.

$150,000 300 AC. Acceptable property for legal marijuana grow, or small ranching
operation. Partial fenced.
High profile location on Hwy
17 in front of Sand Dunes
Hot Springs Resort.

000 County Road 55,
Moffat $42,000 surveyed
40 acre parcel, road access, nice views, secluded. Domestic well rights to
drill.

1 1 8 2 T om a h a w k T r a i l
$159,000 3BD 2BA. Beautiful
views, and a secluded cul-desac. New exterior siding with
hand carved window trims and
interior trims. Hand carved
chandeliers and lighting fixtures.
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Violence against women

The Year of the Women January 1920/2020
by Diane Bairstow
Every month we are following the ratification of the 19th
Amendment and considering women’s issues then and now. In 1920
Kentucky, Rhode Island, Oregon,
Indiana, and Wyoming ratified the
19th Amendment; with 27 states
signed-on, the suffragettes had 9
left to go.
In 1641, the Body of Liberties
of the Massachusetts Bay colonists
declared that a married woman
should be “free from bodilie correction or stripes by her husband.”
1984, President Bill Clinton signed
the Violence against Women Act
(VAWA) designed to support and
protect victims of domestic violence, stalking and sexual assault.
Unfortunately, the 1641 law
didn’t segue into the states’ constitutions or laws, and the 1984
VAWA expired last December. Although it was passed by the House,
it has languished in the Senate for
the past year.
In the early days of our country, it was considered the right of a
husband to reprimand his wife and

violently express his dominance
over her. However, as the early feminists began to make their voices
heard, sentiment began to change.
Tennessee was the first state to
outlaw wife beating in 1850, and
other states soon followed suit. By
the end of the 1870s most courts in
the United States upheld the right
of women to be free from domestic
violence, and by the 1920s politicians declared an end to domestic
abuse.
Advances in women’s rights,
and the passage of the 19th Amendment, spurred a conservative backlash. “The Unexpurgated Case
against Women’s Suffrage” written
in 1913 by the British scientist Sir
Almoth Wright was widely distributed in the States and covered by
the media. Wright justified violence
if a wife “became violent, unrefined,
ungrateful, or ‘when she places a
quite extravagantly high estimate
upon her intellectual powers.’” A
contemporary American scientist,
Dr. William T. Sedgwick stated that
men possessed “brutal appetites,”
which naturally would lead them

Happy New Year!

Fifty percent of female homocide victims are killed by a partner, a spouse, or an expartner/spouse.

to violence (justifiably) if a woman persisted in public and political
life.
In the 1920s and 30s, with
the increasing popularity of psychotherapy, family courts routinely
relegated domestic abuse cases to
the jurisdiction of psychiatrist and
psychologist. Social workers urged
women to be submissive, dress attractively, keep a clean house and
please their husbands. The creation of family therapy starting in
1909 in Chicago deemphasized the
violence, and encouraged the victim to consider her behavior and
see how she could change to create
a more “functioning,” “healthy” relationship.
A century later, this attitude
still prevails in our society. In 2012
Rep. Donale Pridemore (R Wisconsin), the chairman of Wisconsin’s
Children and Families Committee,
sponsored a child abuse bill that
claims a child living with a single
mother could be considered to be
in an abusive relationship. Pridemore’s stance was that a woman
should not seek divorce, but with
her abusive husband should first
try to “re-find those reasons and
get back to why they got married in
the first place.”
Since 1984 reauthorization of
VAWA is largely non-controversial.

Structural
Insulated
Panels

However, this last year the Democrats offered substantive changes
to the law and as a result, it became a victim of the National Rifle
Association (NRA) and the partisan political infighting.
The change causing the biggest stumbling block is the “boyfriend loophole.” The current law restricts spouses convicted of stalking
or abusing from obtaining firearms.
The proposed changes expand this
to non-spouse and other intimate
partners, important because half
the female homicide victims are
killed by their current or former
male partners, and women are 5
times more likely to be murdered if
the man can purchase a firearm.
In December 2019 Houston
Police Chief Art Acevedo took Republican lawmakers to task when
a 32-year-old officer was killed answering a domestic violence call between a boyfriend and a girlfriend.
“I don’t want to hear about how
much they support law enforcement,” he said. “We all know in law
enforcement that one of the biggest
reasons that the Senate … [is not]
getting the Violence Against Women Act [passed] is because the NRA
doesn’t like the fact that we want
to take firearms out of the hands
of boyfriends that abuse their
girlfriends . . . You’re either here
for women and children and our
daughters and our sisters and our
aunts, or you’re here for the NRA,”
he continued. “Make up your
minds: Whose side are you on?”

Finest Quality and Finish Built to IRC Code
• SIP - Structural Integrated Panels, Highest R and HERS Value,
Engineered for Rapid Construction, Best Value Custom Homes
• Timber-Framing
• Shipping Container Structures
• Fine Studio Quality Woodwork, Tables, Cabinets, Furniture

One Stop for Energy Efficient, Affordable Homes
Crestone Vail Breckenridge Fairplay
tony@artisanalboards.com
917-584-9027

Licensed Insured Warrantied

artisanal buildings

Made Easy for You

•
•
•
•
•

All Phases of Site Development and Construction
Owner Builder Assistance
Design Services - Free Home Plans
BACA POA & County Compliance & Permitting Services
Budget and Finance Consulting

Kit Homes for Owner/Builders and Contractors

RAD CONSTRUCTION
RON DUNBAR

Custom Fine Home Building
Remodels Additions Tiny Houses

WWW.RADCONSTRUCTION.NET
(415) 446-8980
licensed since 1990 #584333
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one hand clapping
Truth?
by Tom deMers
Nothing is true anymore. Isn’t
that great? Whatever you believe
and want to assert, trumpet it long
and loud, and it becomes fact, or
a pseudo fact, which now has the
same standing as a fact fact. We’re
not in Kansas anymore/we’re in
Munchkin Land where houses fall
out of the sky and land on witches,
and scarecrows wish for brains. In
our story POTUS is the scarecrow,
only he’s happy with his head full
of straw. PolitiFact declared him
this year’s foremost liar for telling
the biggest Lie of the Year when he
said (and repeated) that the whistleblower got it “almost completely
wrong” about his September call
with the Ukrainian president. Extensive testimony by others, some
of whom were on the call, confirmed
that the whistleblower (hiding in
Oz following death threats) got it
“pretty completely right.” That POTUS, the leader of the free world,
should be an egregious liar tells
you something about the state of
the free world and about the hoodwinking of truth.
POTUS was a world-class liar
since before he became POTUS (the
Stormy Daniels hush money, etc.).
Amazingly enough, he gets away
with it, a sort of “boys will be boys”
attitude that cuts him slack for any
outrage. In broad daylight he could
piss on the White House lawn,
and his supporters would chuckle,
“Ain’t that wild.” His supporters include a majority in the Republican
establishment, some of whom once

thought the Constitution was a valuable document.
As I write this on December
18, members of Congress are debating and likely about to impeach
POTUS. I turned off the live coverage. It was too painful hearing
Republicans defend the scarecrow.
They’ve stuffed their heads full of
straw to do it, their hearts as well.
One after another they parrot the
same line, never addressing the
actual words POTUS spoke or the
testimony of senior government
officials as to what those words
meant. They proved beyond a shadow that when you defend a liar, you
are forced to lie as well; you become
the fool you’re fool enough to protect.
The assault on truth began
the day POTUS was coronated or
crowned or whatever he imagines
happened that day. This should
deeply concern anyone who values
the founding principles that have
made this nation, with all its imperfections, what it is today. When
truth becomes an option rather
than the durable reality by which
we live and work and govern, we
are slipping into chaos. Any outcome is possible. Everything that
makes America exceptional is
threatened.
Unfortunately, I believe that’s
why POTUS was elected. Why else
would his supporters, congressmen
as well as voters, stand by him?
Stay tuned for the sham trial engineered by Mitch and Chief Justice
Roberts. I hear the rustle of straw
being stuffed, and I pray, I really
do, that I’m wrong.

Keep warm with help from LEAP
During winter in Colorado with very cold temperatures on many
days and snow on the ground, nothing is more comforting than a warm
house. However, comfort is not the only reason to keep your home warm
in the New Year. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, exposure to cold temperatures—even indoors—can be extremely harmful to the wellbeing of children and senior citizens, those most
vulnerable to health problems caused by extreme cold.
Children and senior citizens can lose body heat easily and are
more likely to have preexisting conditions that are aggravated by cold.
Children and seniors also tend to have low defenses, leaving them more
susceptible to colds, the flu and pneumonia. The Low-income Energy
Assistance Program (LEAP) can help prevent these issues by assisting
families with their heating bills through the cold winter months.
“While healthy adults may be able to withstand colder temperatures in the home, children and the elderly are at risk of developing
health problems,” said LEAP director Todd Jorgensen. “This is why it is
so important to keep a house warm. LEAP can help families cover heating costs, making sure that the home is safe for all of its inhabitants.”
LEAP is a federally funded program that provides cash assistance
to help families and individuals pay winter home heating costs. The program pays the highest benefits to those with the highest heating bills
and lowest incomes by family size. Applicant income cannot exceed 185%
of the federal poverty index, which equals a maximum income of $3,400
per month before taxes for a household of four people.
To qualify for LEAP, applicants must be responsible for paying
heating costs directly to an energy provider, fuel dealer or as part of rent;
be a permanent legal resident of the United States and Colorado or have
household members that are U.S. citizens.
For more information about LEAP, please call 1-866-HEAT-HELP
(1-866-432-8435) or visit www.cdhs.state.co.us/leap to view the most current program application requirements.

ARCHITECTURAL HARMONICS
Sacred Earth
Building & Landscape Design
BERTIN, ARCHITECT
KEEP
CALM
KEEPMICHAEL
CALM
35
years, designing in Crestone

Building our community one project at a time since 1993

(719) 256-4854

michael@architecturalharmonics.com
www.architecturalharmonics.com

Locally owned and operated

&
WINTER
TIRES ON
& PUT
PUT YOUR
YOUR
WINTER
since
1988 TIRES ON

WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
WINTER
TIRES•WINTER
SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS
& STRUTS
TRANSMISSION
SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL
CHANGES
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust
The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

719-539-3585
5570
EE US
719-539-3585
5570SAT
US Hwy
Hwy 50,
50, Salida
Salida
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm,
TILL 5PM, CLOSED SUNDAYS
SAT TILL
TILL 5PM,
OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT
5PM,

CLOSED SUNDAYS

call or come by and check out our tire specials

. U-Haul

. Mechanical Work

WINTER TIRES . WINTER SERVICE . BRAKES SERVICE
SHOCKS & STRUTS . TRANSMISSION SERVICE . BATTERIES
TUNE-UPS . OIL CHANGES

Potter Excavation, Inc.

PO Box 523

719-256-4063

The Trouble Shooter
Master Builder with 44 years experience
in all phases of construction & repair

Agua Solar

David Burrill 719-588-6961
davidburrill11@gmail.com

Photovoltaic & Hot Water Solar
Design & Installation

Construction Consultation & Design

Building Tools Rental
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by Ish
1/ The King:
He is the reluctant heir to the English throne and
has been living among the people while turning his back
on the royal life. When his tyrannical father dies, he is
crowned Henry V and is forced to embrace the life he
formerly rejected. He must now traverse the palace politics, chaos and war that his father left behind and his relationship with
his mentor and closest friend. Stars: Timothée Chalamet, Gábor Czap.
(4 stars)
2/ Bitter Daisies: (2019)
1 season, 6 episodes. An unfolding mystery that starts out deceptively ordinary, while slowly developing into much more tension and entertainment. Ultimately this sly multi-faceted tale achieves its purpose
to satisfy the demanding viewer who loves to guess. (4.5 stars)
3/ K2: (2016)
1 season, 16 episodes. K2 is the code name for a former soldier for
hire. He is hired as a bodyguard for the wife of a presidential candidate.
Has a good script and depth. (4.5 stars)
4/ The Irishman:
Wow, what an undertaking. I just saw The Irishman last night on
Netflix streaming. They used an innovative new technology called “deaging.”
An incredible story based on the book I Heard You Paint Houses,
and in the movie DeNiro says “yeah and I can build bookshelves too.”
Besides being an excellently told story with DeNiro as the Irishman
and Pesci as a mob boss and Pacino as Hoffa, the piece de resistance is
after the credits you see sitting around a table DeNiro, Scorsese, Pesci
and Pacino talking about the film, the technology, other films they all did
and just sharing as friends. Also stars Harvey Keitel, Ray Romano, Anna
Paquin. Great recommend! 5 stars, a Scorsese triumph!
5/ The Laundromat: (2019)
Ellen Martin’s (Meryl Streep) idyllic vacation takes a disastrous
turn as she begins investigating a fraudulent insurance policy. She soon
finds herself down a proverbial rabbit hole of questionable dealings
linked to a Panama City law firm run by Jürgen Mossak (Gary Oldman)
and Ramón Fonseca (Antonia Banderas). There is a lot of tongue-incheek humor; these two slippery dudes are versed in the seductive ways
of shell companies and offshore accounts. Well done! (4.75 stars)

THEME: YEAR-IN-REVIEW
ACROSS
1. Pin location
6. BBQ sauce alternative
9. *Volodymyr Zelensky’s capital
13. 0103 food poison
14. Between sea and shining sea,
abbr.
15. Native of American Great Plains
16. Famous fabulist
17. Band performance
18. Prefix with national and pol
19. *The Mueller ____
21. *European country declared to
be no longer free
23. Ostrich-like bird
24. Fix a horse
25. Old Spice: “Smell Like a Man,
____”
28. Diva’s delivery
30. Opposite of underdog
35. Seed covering
37. Share a boundary
39. Miller’s product
40. Leave behind
41. *Flute playing rapper
43. Pot contribution
44. Make corrections
46. Days in Havana
47. Nomad’s round house
48. Caesar derivative
50. “Fifteen Miles on the ____ Canal”
52. Mad Hatter’s drink
53. Hofbr‰uhaus offering
55. Bard’s before
57. *He got life plus 30
61. *Eurosceptics vs. pro-Europeanists point of debate
64. Sweeney Todd’s weapon
65. Seek damages
67. *Archie was one before he was
born
69. *Bran, Lord of the Six Kingdoms, e.g.
70. “____ Now or Never”
71. *What Jeffrey Epstein had in
store
72. Seaside bird

73. Volleyball divider
74. Set in motion
DOWN
1. Grazing ground
2. Maple tree or laptop brand
3. Downward dog, e.g.
4. Skip the big wedding
5. Benign fatty tumor
6. Pipe problem
7. *Europe voted to ban single-____
plastics
8. Take a tubby
9. *Best Actress in Supporting Role
Oscar-winner
10. Tiny bit
11. Pitcher
12. Subject to change
15. To some extent, two words
20. Not urban
22. Final, abbr.
24. More gossamer
25. *Actor in Leading Role Oscarwinner
26. Wafting pleasantness
27. One born to Japanese immigrants
29. Footnote acronym
31. Performance with acts
32. Holey confection
33. Grossly unconventional
34. *Swedish environmentalist
36. Eye contact
38. Nicholas II was the last one
42. Willow twig
45. Go ashore
49. Tombstone acronym
51. Builds
54. Fluorescent red dye
56. Make an effort
57. Formerly, formerly
58. Better than never
59. #38 Down, alt. sp.
60. Some blow their own
61. *”Green Book,” winner of ____
Picture
62. Hip bones
63. Salty drop
66. Shoshonean
68. Summer sandwich?

Solution to puzzle on page B-7.

The good, the bad & the ugly
—Movie recommendations

Page B-14 • The Crestone Eagle • January, 2020

Classifieds
Buy - Sell - Rent Promote your
services & More!

www.crestoneeagle.com

New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
Houses for Rent

Sunny, spacious, beautiful 3 BD/2BA

To submit your classified:
Include a unique Title &
Description in email format and
send to: Classifieds@CrestoneEagle.
com

This home is 3 bedroom and 2 full baths
with an open floor plan, passive solar
heating, Trombe wall, baseboard, an
ETS heater, and a wood-burning stove.
Huge windows give an expansive view
of the mountains and the valley. Huge
fenced yard with a doggie door; big
fenced vegetable garden; single detached
garage. A large front deck with a flower
garden offers long views. The floor plan
offers privacy for each bedroom with the
master at one end, a large 2nd bedroom
at the other end and a bedroom in the
middle, all with very separate spaces.
Beautiful hardwood French oak flooring
throughout the whole house. Large living
room. The home is situated on 3 acres
on a private cul-de-sac with many trees
and easy access. $1,750 per month, first,
last, and security. Utilities not included.
Available Feb. 1st. Email sashayeshe@
gmail.com or text to 720-666-9979

Public Notices

Bright, Beautiful, Spacious
3BR/2BA

Print classifieds appear in print
and on our website, and run the
entire calendar month. Print classifieds must be submitted and
paid for by the 20th of the month
prior to print.
Online classifieds appear on
our website until the end of the
month of submission. Online classifieds may be submitted at any
time but will not be posted until
payment is received. One photo
per classified ad may be submitted.

Veterans Assistance Grant

The Saguache County Veterans Service
Office has limited grant funds to assist
with rent, utilities, food and gas. Contact
Jim Sheeran at 719-655-2680 or at
jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov
for
more information.

Gorgeous mountain & valley views. Deck,
garage w/greenhouse. Tons of passive solar,
huge wood-burning stove. $1400+utilities.
No smokers, pets w/references & 2-mo
deposit. 719-429-8463.

Saguache County Sales Tax Grants now available!
The Saguache County Board of Commissioners will be taking Grant
Applications for Saguache County Sales Tax Grants until 3:00PM, Friday, February 14, 2020.
To be eligible grant applications must be for either: Emergency
Services/Public Health and Safety; Youth and Senior programs, projects,
or organizations; or Renewable Energy projects/Business Opportunities
and Job Creation.
Grant applications are available on our website at saguachecounty.
net/administration – see “sales tax grant applicationform5” or you can
contact the Saguache County Administration office at 719-655-2231 to
request a copy of the grant application.
Published in the Crestone Eagle, Januaruy 1, 2020

Charming, Furn. Log Cabin Studio

Writer/Meditator’s Dream Space, Pet
Friendly, Mtn. views, Wifi, Full Stove &
Fridge, steam shower. $1400/month,
$850/wk, $125/night + pet/cleaning
fees 505-728-0244 pics: madamebwolfe.
wixsite.com/rentals
Apartments/Rooms for Rent

Studio Apt

Available Feb 1. Cozy & warm, quiet, in
the trees. $825/mth + deposit, month to
month, heat, internet, water, and electric
included, www.bitly.com/crestone-rentals,
719-285 -5877.

Houses & Property for Sale

1 BD Apt

Beautiful
light
filled
one
bedroom apartment radiant floor
heat $800 includes utilities internet no pets
no smoking call 719-496-0977.
Services

Bookkeeping, Services
& Education

Specializing in construction, but can
handle most small business needs. You
can hire me to work for you, or hire me
to teach you how to structure things so you
can keep it up yourself. Call or email. 202577-8462 emilydonaldson40@gmail.com

GREENHOUSES

All aspects of NEW Greenhouse
construction. Also, used green house
materials for sale. Retractables, glass, all
parts. Call Mark 303-619-4650

Lot #2278-R

Awesome SW-facing 0.62 acre residential
lot: backs greenbelt, close to asphalt (10
min. to town); off driveway to Buddhist
temple & retreat area; water, sewer &
electric available, outside POA; no tap fee
(shared water bill & road maintenance);
vast views, dark skies, part of last few
houses before wilderness $29,000- Cash
only. TEXT Michael 720-917-6145

Aguilar’s Automotive

Honest, affordable, reliable automotive
service. Alignments, breaks, oil changes,
tune ups and more!
Experienced
mechanic. Monday-Saturday. Center, CO.
719-245-9005

40 acres bordering County Road T

Artisanal Buildings Construction and Remodeling

7.5 miles west of Crestone, year round
access, tons of grass, minutes to Crestone
or Moffat. Price to sell fast $79,900. Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company Realty, Inc.
719-873-1700.

Happy new year! Why not start with a
remodel or new home? Call the team that
shows up and gets things done fast. Better
than expected results! Tony 917-5849027 tony@artisanalbuildings.com

2 POWERLINE Properties Together
3.9 Acres

Veterans’ Benefits

Baca Grants Lot 1521 1.69 ac $6,665 & Lot
1520 2.23 ac $8,835 or both for $15K, some
trees, great views, easy access, easy financing
Contact Kevin coloradoland80301@gmail.
com 719-379-3831 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. MST

County Veteran Service Officer does
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at

LOT FOR SALE

528 Panorama Way, trees, great views,
utilities to lot, tap fee NOT paid, $8000
OBO. 719-588-8727

New Home for Sale
Call Emily
(202) 577-8462
or visit livecrestone.com
For details and pictures:
buildcrestone.com
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn
about your benefits.

oriented. kristikohaver@gmail.com 719429-2774

Computer Service/Repairs

Events

Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop
in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention,
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call
Dennis 256-4110

Detailed House Cleaning
& Organization

I use environmentally friendly, aromatic
cleaning products, have 25+ years
experience, view cleaning as a spiritual
experience, hold a strong work ethic, do
my best, am punctual, honest, trustworthy,
competent, intelligent, diligent, detail-

Painting Class

January group painting class with Christina
Colombo. (Date and time TBA) 3 hrs for
$60 per person. Possible sliding scale.
Please text 719-220-0016 with questions
and to reserve a space.
Free

Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
PIT
Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach
fields
Roadwork
Driveways

ww

w.k mo
ens re
kogat
lu

Pit Run
Cobble
Drain Rock
Road Base
Fines & More

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447
Cell 719.588.2367

nd.

com

Happy New Year!

Saguache County Land Use Administrator Position
Saguache County will be accepting applications for a County Land
Use Administrator until Friday, January 17, 2020. This position manages, coordinates, and supervises all aspects of the Land Use Department in relations to zoning and subdivision regulations and other land
uses within the County to ensure the prompt and efficient operation of
the office. All aspects of the position are completed with the approval of
and in conjunction with the Board of County Commissioners. This position is appointed and supervised by the three-member Board of County
Commissioners. A copy of the job description and qualifications may
be obtained from Human Resource Personnel Director, April Quintana
or may be obtained from Administration office or www.saguachecounty.
net. Mrs. Quintana can be reached at 719-655-2231. Administration office located at Saguache County Courthouse, 505, 3rd Street, Saguache
Colorado.
Saguache County is an equal opportunity employer and applicants
will require the passing of a pre-employment drug test and back ground
check.

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out
Now serving choice of brown rice with
every meal.
New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour: Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm Dinner 5pm-9pm
Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa: 589-9002 Monte Vista 852-2002
Twitter @GreatEats_SLV
Menu: www.ehunans.com • www.east-westgrill.com

Thank you for all of
your business in 2019!

Call Nathan
256-4768 office
588-1067 cell
shangrilahcolorado.com

shangrilahstove@gmail.com

L O C A L

May 2020 be a great year for you!

ph: 719-539-4754 fax: 719-539-9101
www.ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242

L O D G I N G

you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

[ Exclusive

1, 2 & 3 bedroom suites
with individual bathrooms
[ Fully furnished kitchens
[ Spacious and Private
[ Beautiful views

Long-term Rentals Available!

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243
www.crestonerentals.net

L O C A L

L O D G I N G

you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com
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Crestone-Baca
Weather Report
by Keno

Dear EarthTalk:
You don’t hear much anymore about the cutting of our
forests to make paper. Has
this destructive practice just
moved overseas where we don’t
have to confront it, or have increases in recycling in recent
years made paper production
less destructive?

— J. W., Greenville, SC
It’s true that saving paper
(and in turn saving trees) used to
be a big discussion topic at home,
school and office, but these days
you don’t hear much about it. This
is likely because paper recycling
has become ubiquitous; most of
us are now well-versed in how to
sort recyclable paper from other
“waste.”
According to the American Paper and Forest Association
(AF&PA), upwards of two-thirds of
all paper consumed in the U.S. was
recovered for recycling in 2018.
What this means is that a lot of the
paper we use now gets made with
recycled materials that don’t cause
more logging and deforestation.
A big player in this march forward has been the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), an internation-

Quality service, reasonable pricing,
we’ve got you covered, mountain to shore

Mark McGinn
Installation of greenhouses,
covers & retractables
markmountainshore@yahoo.com
(Cell) 303.619.4650

Indonesia forest.

al non-profit that sets standards
on forest products and then certifies and labels those that meet the
standards as eco-friendly. Another
major factor has been the establishment of guidelines set forth and
agreed to by 200 governmental and
other entities in 2014’s New York
Declaration of Forests (NYDP), an
international agreement to “end
natural forest loss” by 2030.
Despite this progress, deforestation for paper still continues
unabated in Indonesia and other
parts of the developing world where
government oversight is non-existent and profit incentives are too
great for illegal loggers to ignore.
Some 10% of global deforestation (a
major driver of climate change) is
due to logging for wood products including paper, according to the Union of Concerned Scientists (UCS).
UCS reports that clearing
tropical forests and replacing them
with mono-cultural plantations
of so-called “fastwood” trees like
acacia, partly to make virgin paper, accounts for more deforestation across Indonesia than more
infamous environmental bogeymen like palm oil production and
coal mining. “This is particularly
harmful because about a quarter of
fastwood plantations were cleared
on carbon-rich peat soils,” reports
UCS, “adding significantly to global warming pollution.”
Beyond recycled paper itself,
there are some promising alternatives to wood pulp as a feedstock
for paper production. Some wellknown alt-paper feedstocks include

fiber crops like bamboo, kenaf,
hemp, flax and jute, agricultural
scraps such as sugarcane bagasse,
corn husks or straw, and textiles
left over in the production of fabrics and rope. A newer entrant in
the green paper alternatives playing field is calcium carbonate—literally rock dust—which is made
by pulverizing construction waste
and fusing it together with plastic
before compressing it with massive rollers into its final paper-thin
form.
What about, you might ask,
the rapidly-growing digital age we
find ourselves in now? Isn’t that
saving trees? Yes, but consider the
electricity load of all the computers, tablets and phones, as well
as the server farms and network
switching facilities that keep your
e-mail inbox full and your Facebook
feed full of new content. They’re
largely powered by coal and other
fossil fuels. Our addiction to digital
information might just be taking
a larger toll on the planet than if
we still got our information the oldfashioned way—from actual books,
magazines, newspapers and printed reports.
CONTACTS: AF&PA, afandpa.org; UCS, ucsusa.org; FSC, fsc.
org; NYDP, forestdeclaration.org.
EarthTalk® is produced by
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See
more at https://emagazine.com. To
donate, visit https://earthtalk.org.
Send questions to: question@earthtalk.org.

November 21 to December 20
Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip (includes melted
snow): 1.24”
Snow: 16.3”
Measurable liquid precipitation
fell on 11 days.
Measurable snow fell on 11 days
A trace of snow fell on 2 days.
Ice Crystals fell on 1 day.
No rain, thunderstorms or hail
occurred.
Total precipitation year to
date:
Since Jan 1: 11.49”
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 70.6”
Snow Season*: 20.6”
*Snow season runs from July 1
to June 30
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 44.7°F on December
3
Low temp: -7.1°F on December
17
Avg. high: 33.9°F
Avg. low: 12.4°F
Number of days with the high
temperature at or above 40°: 7
Number of days with the high
temperature at or above 32°: 10
Number of days with the low
temperature below 32°: All 30
days
Number of days with the low
temperature below zero°: 5
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 2.5 mph		
Highest gust: 37.0 mph on November 29
Main direction: Out of the northeast.
Weather summary:
Temperatures for the period were around normal, with
above average temps for the last
10 days in November, to slightly
below normal temps in December. Precipitation and snowfall
were above normal.
Outlook for January:
January is normally our
coldest month of the year. A reading of -20° on January 17, 2008 is
the coldest it has ever gotten in
the month, with 59° the warmest it has ever been, on January
29, 1986. Normally for January,
highs in the first week average
31°, with the average low around
5°. By the month’s end we can
expect average highs and lows of
35° and 10°.
Precip wise, this is a very
dry month, with only 0.57” of
precip expected on average, making it our second driest month of
the year. Snowfall wise we can
expect 9.5” on average for the
month. Record snowfall for January is 23.4 inches, which fell in
2005.
The 30 day weather outlook
for our area for January put out
by the NWS, is calling for both
average snowfall and temperatures.
(Correction: Last month
an editing error said that December was the snowiest month
of the year. That is not correct, it
is our 4th snowiest month of the
year. Sorry about that.)

