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The Milky Way floats over Crestone’s “Biggest Boulder” where it came to rest after tumbling down the Sangre de Cristo Mountains thousands of years ago. 
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Poemfest rides again: 3rd Crestone Poetry
Festival happens February 27-March 1
The 3rd Crestone Poetry Festival is nearly upon us. Poets from
all over Colorado and New Mexico
will soon be bringing their talents
to town, offering readings, performances, and workshops beginning Thursday evening, February
27, and running through Sunday
morning, March 1. Weekend passes and tickets to individual events
are available at poemfest.com, as

is information on poets, programs,
and admission.
Poemfest offers poetry for the
people, not just other poets and literary enthusiasts. This year’s lineup includes some dynamic performing poets including Colorado Poet
Laureate Bobby Lefebre, Albuquerque Poet Laureate Emerita Jessica
Lopez, Jesse Tsinajinnie Maloney,
poet and teacher at Dine´ College

on the Navajo Reservation, Don
MacIver, veteran performer and
host/producer of KUNM’s Spoken
Word Hour, and perennial western
slope favorites Art Goodtimes and
Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer.
On Thursday evening, February 27, local Crestone poets will kick
off the event with a reading at Crestone Charter School. The reading
continued on page 9

Important precinct caucus dates—be ready to vote
To be eligible to participate
in Precinct Caucuses, Friday, February 14 is the last day to affiliate
with either major party in order to
vote in the March 7 party precinct
caucuses (22 days before the precinct caucuses) and the last day to
update your voter registration address to participate in the March 7
party precinct caucuses. You must
be a resident of the precinct for 22
days and registered to vote no later than 22 days before the precinct

caucus to participate (source: Colorado Sec. of State Election Calendar). To register to vote or update
your registration, go to govotecolorado.com.
Democratic Party precinct
caucuses will be held on Saturday,
March 7 at 2pm. Save the date!
Plan to be there early to register.
Location and other details will follow in the March issue of The Crestone Eagle.
While Colorado will have its

first Presidential Primary in 20
years on March 3, it is important to
participate in the Precinct Caucus
because it is there that delegates to
our County Assembly/Convention
will be elected as well as Precinct
Committee People. At County Assembly, delegates to our State Assembly/Convention will be elected.
The number of Presidential delegates from each precinct elected to
go to the County Convention will
continued on page 5

This month’s feature history story:
“Mosca: Then & Now.” See page B-1
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with a degree in Economics.
Saguache County has a remarkably diverse community. We
are lucky to attract many newcomers these past few years and we
need to serve all of our residents.
I’d be honored to serve as your
Commissioner.
—Justin van Wart
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Editor’s Notes

Cabin Fever Blues

January. The coldest month
of the year and it has 31 long (or
maybe that’s short) days. Can‘t we
pass that last one on to February?
Only seems fair.
January is a mixed bag. Quiet, isolated deep winter in all its
glorious mountain beauty. Yep.
Windblown shut roads, ice,
frozen car doors and days when
the ice fog covers the valley, covers
the mountain, blocks the sun and
chills our introspected souls. What
IS the meaning of life? Why am I
HERE? Isn’t there ANYTHING
worth watching on Netflix?
On a brilliant sunny morning
you may be fooled like me to head
to the woodpile wearing only your
flannel nightgown and slip-on winter boots, only to discover before
your arms are full that the temperature is really only 2°. And you
have frost on your thighs.
I tried to run away this January but it didn’t work out.
I searched the web for great
deals to Mexico and found them.
Beaches and palm trees. I checked
airfare, hotel, plus car rental and
figured if we shared the cost we
could get gone for less than a thousand each. Janet said no (she’s
a New England gal who actually
likes winter). Called my trusty sister who’s usally game for anything
and loves beaches. She said no.
My mechanic said “Kizzen,
you just can’t put off new shocks
on your 4-Runner any longer” (one
was broke). Hauling newspapers,
pulling an RV, rough mountain
roads had taken their toll. Drat.
Hit a rock buried by snow and tore
open a tire’s sidewall. Double drat.
It all totalled up to more than
what my warm beach vacation
would have cost—including gifts
for those poor souls stuck at home.
Surviving cabin fever means
looking on the bright side. I now
have 4 brand-new snow tires and the
4-Runner rides like a dream. That
means road trip in February! Now
looking at maps that point south.
Happy Imbolc,
—Kizzen

www.crestoneeagle.com

Saturdays for the Earth

Dear Editor,
If you, like me, are experiencing environmental grief, with
a sense of helplessness combined
with determination to do something
more, I invite you to join me in a
weekly vigil of silent prayer or meditation for the protection and healing of Earth’s biosphere. I feel the
need strongly to stand for the earth,
on the earth, in silent practice for 24
minutes beginning at noon on February 1, St. Bridget’s Day, in South
Crestone Park (beside the fire station on Camino Baca Grande), rain,
snow, or shine, and every Saturday
thereafter. All are welcome to join
me for this contemplative action.
Sharon Corcoran

Justin van Wart
announces for County
Commissioner

Dear Neighbors,
My name is Justin van Wart
and I am announcing my candidacy
for Saguache County Commissioner District #1, which represents the
Crestone & Baca community. I seek
to replace Jason Anderson as his
position is term limited.
Having lived in Crestone since
2007, I’ve benefited from the incredible beauty and diversity we enjoy.
It is here in Saguache County
that I met and married my lovely wife, and where our 3-year-old
daughter was born at home. It is
here in Crestone where I started a
software business with numerous
local hires, and simultaneously built
my eco-friendly home in Chalet 1.
Like many of us who have moved
here, I was drawn to a spiritual lineage and felt instantly at home.
Crestone is a place, as I’ve
described to friends in years past,
where easy & friendly conversations are started with strangers
around health, organic food, spirituality, and alternative building.
But the conversation is changing now. Now the issues are increasingly about affordable housing, how
to be a good steward of the earth,
the growing need for services for
our 65+’ers, and desiring more local
police presence. These are pressing
issues for our community.
I’m running as a Democrat.
I’ve served on numerous HOA’s,
served multiple non-profits, been a
Big Brother, and highly committed
to protecting and growing Crestone’s uniqueness. In the coming
months I will publish my views on
issues facing Saguache County. One
item is very important: we don’t export our water and I’ll do everything
in my power to prevent it.
My business experience these
past 25 years has centered around
technology in global leadership
roles that require bringing people
of diverse backgrounds together to
jointly solve complex issues. I graduated from Georgetown University

Airblock dome
misinformation

Dear Editor,
In the recent article on airblock domes (owner/builder conversations, Dec. 2019) the builders
are quoted as stating the R-value of
6-inch AAC block (airblock) as R-24.
This contradicts published test data
(ICC Evaluation Service Report
ESR-1371) that lists this material
as having an R-value of 1.03 per
inch or R-6.2 for 6-inch AAC.
From the above steady state
R-value, an effective R-value can be
calculated that takes into account
the beneficial properties of high
thermal mass wall systems such as
airblock. The thermal mass benefit is climate zone dependant and is
expressed as a multiplier applied to
the steady state R-value for the specific climate zone in which the building is located. In mild climate zones
such as Arizona, Florida, or the
Canary Islands, the thermal mass
benefit factor for AAC can approach
2.6 resulting in an effective R-value for 6 inch AAC of almost R-16.
However, here in the climate zone of
the northern SLV, the thermal mass
benefit factor is less than 1.4, resulting in an effective R-value for 6-inch
AAC of only R-8.5. By comparison,
this value is 35% lower than a 2x4
framed wall with fiberglass or cellulose insulation (R-13.0).
What this means is, the airblock dome as constructed will be
much more expensive to heat than
a comparably sized home with
conventional 2x4 frame construction, and it would be challenging
to maintain an acceptable level of
interior comfort that most would
expect of a home during the cold
winter months in the northern SLV.
The thermal performance could be
improved substantially with the
addition of several inches of spray
foam to the exterior of the building.
2-3” of high density closed cell spray
foam covered by stucco would bring
the insulation level of the airblock
dome up to the R-24 value cited by
the builders.
Michael Wasserman
Greenstone Energy Systems

Crestone Energy Fair

The Crestone Energy Fair
believes we are now at a pivotal
moment when we must step up to
the plate with the lessons we have
learned, through the incredible
foundation that has been laid for us
by those who have come before us,
and provide education and support
to our community and beyond. The
lesson that has solidified before us
over the last few years is this: the
climate is changing, for the worse.
The cause of this change may be
attributed to human negligence,
decreased solar activity in the form
of the Grand Solar Minimum, and
the waning of the Earth’s magne-

tosphere, all of which are currently
occurring at a rapidly productive
pace. As such, we believe that the
time for talking about ways to mitigate a changing climate has passed,
and the time for decisive action to
create a sustainable community is
upon us.
We are an isolated community, which as we all know, has its
benefits and its downfalls. While
we may not have easy access to
Walmart or Arby’s, we do have a
unique capacity to determine how
interactive we wish to be with the
outside world. As the climate continues to sour and the fragile ecosystems of the world begin to collapse, that isolation will become
more real and pronounced. And if
the electric grid goes down, and
the last grocery delivery truck has
come and gone, we need to be ready
to support each other and thrive in
our little mountain town.
The Crestone Energy Fair believes in this community, and believes that we as a collective will
overcome any obstacles in the future, if we begin to have these hard
conversations and prepare. Over
the past year we have engaged
a variety of groups in the area to
come together and share resources
to strengthen us all, and found that
this mentality will be the way that
we succeed. Our collective knowledge of sustainable energy and
building practices, novel growing
techniques, and alternative healing methodologies will all be pivotal in the coming years. Together
our belief and hope is that we will
collectively rise to meet any challenge presented to us. We do not
hope for this eventuality, but we do
believe that at this time we would
be doing a disservice to you, the
Crestone community, if we do not
move to action.
Throughout
the
coming
months you will see more interactive demonstrations and conversations, aimed at maximizing the
transmission of knowledge to each
attendee. At the August event, we
will continue to provide content
that will empower each of you to
live in a more self-reliant, sustainable way, no matter what the future brings.
See you soon,
The Crestone Energy Fair
Board of Directors

Colorado businesses
call on Tri-State
to tri-harder

To the Board of Directors of
Tri-State Generation and Transmission: As Colorado business
leaders, we ask you to commit TriState to powering our communities
with 80% carbon-free electricity by
2030. Moving swiftly to a clean energy economy is an essential step
to strengthening local economic development and improving the quality of life in rural Colorado for the
benefit of current and future residents and businesses.
A well-planned transition
from gas and coal-fired power to
renewable wind and solar resources, combined with energy efficiency upgrades and emerging storage
continued on page 3
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Wild winter weather—Hwy. 285 shut down
due to weather & numerous accidents
by Mary Lowers
A major wind storm, which hit mostly at the northern end of the San
Luis Valley on the afternoon of January 17, caused 14 cars coming south
off Poncha Pass to crash. Very high winds buffeted cars, and ground blizzards blew up, reducing visibility to zero.
The Colorado Department of Transportation closed Hwy. 285 north
of Villa Grove around 2pm, shortly before there was an eleven-car crash
at mile marker (MM) 111 and a three-car pile up at MM 112. According
to the Colorado State Patrol, while there was property damage in these
accidents, no one was hurt.

Burglary ring busted
by Mary Lowers
Good detective work takes
time and patience. Saguache
County Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO)
had Center resident Benjamin
Velasquez, 48, turn himself in on
January 13 for two counts of theft
up to $20,000. Undersheriff Jim
McCloskey had been working this
case since the spring of 2019.
It went this way: On May 6,
2019 a Saguache County building contractor reported to the
SCSO that $10,120 of supplies
and equipment were stolen from
his property, including 113 cement forms. On May 16, 2019 the
same site was burglarized again.
This time 20 round rods and two
of three game cameras put there
to record thefts were taken. The
contractor then told the SCSO
that he believed he had spotted his stolen cement forms in a
fenced area off County Road B.
Undersheriff McCloskey got
a search warrant for the property off County Road B and was
able to identify 93 of the stolen
cement forms. Dillon Velasquez
told investigators that his brother “Bengy” Velasquez was storing
the cement forms on his property.
The next clue was from the third

Letters

continued from page 2

technologies, promises economic
and resiliency benefits to our region. Economic impacts to consider
as part of regional carbon reductions include:
- More affordable and less volatile electricity rates via local clean
energy projects;
- Attractiveness to new businesses and community investment;
- Staving off the worst impacts of climate change on our outdoor recreation economy;
- Job creation accompanied
by local, clean energy development
and efficiency upgrades;
- Financial benefits for farmers and ranchers through fees related to projects on private land;
- An expanded tax base for
supporting local services such as
police, fire and schools.
Tri-State member cooperatives around the state are already
pursuing a clean energy future,
but there is only so much we can
do while Tri-State is blocking its
member co-ops from developing
local clean energy and remaining
heavily dependent on fossil fuels.
For example, Poudre Valley Rural
Electric Association has committed

game camera on the contractor’s
lot which the thieves had missed
in the second burglary. A white
truck was seen driving on the
lot in the surveillance film at the
time the May 16, 2019 burglary
took place.
After questioning friends
and relatives of Dillon Velasquez, the suspect list narrowed to Jesus Moreno, a nephew of the Velasquez brothers,
who drove a white truck. When
questioned, Moreno implicated
his nephew, Mario Ortega, who
he said had borrowed his white
truck at the same time period as
the second burglary. The Ortega
story turned out to be the “red
herring” in this story.
The final piece in this case
was the conversation Undersheriff McCloskey had with a
Saguache County Jail inmate.
The man told McCloskey that
Benjamin Velasquez of Center
and Jesus Moreno had stolen
the cement forms, which the inmate had helped them to unload
at the CR B site owned by Benjamin’s brother Dillon. Knowing
the game was over, Benjamin Velasquez turned himself in at the
SCSO. Case closed.

to 80% carbon-free electricity by
2030 and San Miguel Power Association is studying power supply alternatives, but both are restricted
by Tri-State policy and contracts
from getting all but a meager 5%
of their power from local clean energy projects. That is a stifling barrier to rural areas and businesses
that want to take advantage of
the many benefits of the switch to
clean energy.
With solar and wind technology growing more cost-effective
than fossil-fuel-burning plants
every day, Tri-State lacks a compelling reason to continue operating coal and gas plants. The longer
rural areas are forced by Tri-State
to remain reliant on coal and gas,
the more you burden rural areas
with unjustifiably high rates, and
the more you keep us connected to
stranded assets. For the sake of rural economies across Colorado, we
ask that you commit Tri-State to
80% carbon-free electricity by 2030
and amend your policies to encourage investment in local renewable
generation.
Signed by 92 rate-payers who
are business leaders from 10 co-ops
within Tri-State territory
For the complete list of signers visit www.crestoneeagle.com

Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
The folks driving around our county are still speeding mostly ten to
twenty miles over the posted speed limit. The ice and slush we are experiencing does not seem to be a deterrent.
Saguache County Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO) continues to bring in people on the warrant sweep. This past month a Crestone woman, 30, went
to jail on a fugitive from justice charge She had been arrested in Hooper
in 1989 on charges of domestic violence and criminal mischief and blew off
her court appearances. She is being held in jail with a $250 bail set. A Del
Norte man, 20, turned himself in to SCSO on failure to appear charges,
from an arrest a while back. His bail is listed as $52,000. A Center man,
28, was jailed on failure to appear charges with $50,000 bail.
A Center man, 29, was jailed with $3000 bail, listed for failure to
comply with a warrant, failure to appear charges along with unlawful
possession of a controlled substance and driving while license is under
restraint. A Center woman, 24, was sent to jail with $2700 bail set. A
Monte Vista man, 37, was jailed for a parole violation with no bail listed.
A Saguache man, 67, was jailed on two fugitive from justice charges, a
second degree criminal trespass charge, theft charges, possession of a controlled substance, and driving while license is under restraint. He had no
bail amount listed.
On other crime fronts, a Del Norte man, 42, was jailed with no bond
allowed on any charges, He was charged with domestic violence, child
abuse, and two counts of harrassment. A Center man, 48, went to jail on
charges of theft of $5,000 to $20,000 with a bail amount of $11,000 set.
Criminal mischief charges sent a Center man, 32, to jail with a $500 bail
listed.
A Summons and Complaint was issued for a Canadian man, 25, for
stealing items of $50 to $300 value from the Elephant Cloud Market in
Crestone.
A Summons and Complaint was issued by Saguache County Land
Use Code Enforcer Alejandra Heredig for a Moffat man accused of violating various land use ordinances. He is charged with not complying with
the County and State laws. The summons says, “All residential structures
must have approved sewage disposal systems installed before occupation
may occur.” This regulation applies to campers, RVs, and is a State law
and a Saguache County regulation. The man is charged with violating
an occupancy ordinance saying RVs, campers etc may only be occupied
a maximum total of 60 days during the construction process. It states,
“Recreational vehicles may not be used as permanent residences.” He is
also facing charges of violating the following regulation: “resident is to
provide for the removal of trash and rubbish, junk, garbage, inoperable
automobiles, and appliances from lots and tracts of land lying in the unincorporated areas of Saguache County.” The last charge this resident will
be facing in court is the requirement that he has no “physical address from
the Saguache County Land Use Office.” The summons states, “A county
road access permit may also be required from the Saguache County Road
and Bridge Department.”
This Summons and Complaint indicates to me that the County will
be looking for people violating laws, regulations and ordinances regarding
campers, RVs, and other dwellings seen as temporary living situations by
the State and the County. I would recommend contacting the Saguache
County Land Use Office if you are concerned about your residence being
in compliance with the County and State.

Prescribed burning planned at
Great Sand Dunes National Park

Hazard fuel reduction will help reduce wildfire risk
The National Park Service plans to burn several piles of woody debris at Great Sand Dunes National Park and Preserve this winter. The
piles will only be burned if and when the ground and adjacent fuels are
sufficiently wet from rain or snow, and these wet conditions are present
until the burning is completed.
The piles consist of dead woody material from previous hazard fuels reduction projects. These projects reduce fuels around park infrastructure and park boundaries directly adjacent to the private land since
this fuel load represents a wildland fire hazard within these areas. The
project will reduce the threat of fire to private homes and help protect
the plants, wildlife, and important resources in the park.
The piles will be ignited by firefighters and monitored until they are
completely out. Local residents and park visitors may see open flames
and/or smell smoke in the vicinity of the park during the burn. The project is anticipated to be completed over the course of five days.
Prescribed fire smoke may affect your health. For more information
see www.colorado.gov/pacific/cdphe/wood-smoke-and-health.
For more information on the National Park Service Wildland Fire
Management Program, visit www.nps.gov/fire. To learn how you can
reduce wildfire risk on your own property, please visit www.firewise.
org. For information about the national park, visit our website, www.
nps.gov/grsa, or follow us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/Great Sand
Dunes NPP).
For more information regarding the prescribed burn, contact Chief
Ranger Dale Culver at 719-378-6321.
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Saguache
County
		 News
by Sandia Belgrade
Red Flag law
As of January, Colorado can
now implement the Red flag law.
This law allows a judge to temporarily remove someone’s firearms
if they’re a danger to themselves
or others. Some sheriffs have protested the law, and it is being challenged by the Denver Police Department. Some counties have passed
resolutions referring to themselves
as “Second Amendment sanctuaries,” and are refusing to enforce the
law. Saguache County lawyer Ben
Gibbons said that it may eventually be overturned. However, even
though it may have flaws, the law
represents a much needed effort to
try and reduce gun violence, and
perhaps the challenges will point to
better solutions.
Introduction of the gray
wolf
A ballot initiative this year
seeks to reintroduce gray wolves
into the state which you, the voters, will decide. Rebie Hazard, who
operates a ranch and is a Saguache
County
Planning
Commission
Board member, spoke to the BOCC
oposing the reintroduction of the
gray wolf which she said will affect
livestock and tourism. This wolf is a
rare subspecies of gray wolf or canis lupis and its impact on game and
livestock is still a contentious issue.
The measure pits urban against rural views.
There is a precedent for wolf
reintroduction in the west. Twenty-five years ago the US Fish &
Wildlife
Service
reintroduced
wolves to Yellowstone National
Park and some wilderness areas of
Idaho successfully.
Some farmers and ranchers
in our county oppose the measure.
Commissioner Jason Anderson said
the County will stand with other
counties. The irony is that there
have been sightings confirmed by biologists and residents that indicate
wolves have already set up housekeeping in the northwestern part of
the state. It seems the wolves have
voted with their paws.
Reorganization of County
positions
At the first meeting of the year
there is a re-organization of the
Board of County Commissioners as
well as other County departments.
Saguache County has three County
Commissioners. Both Jason Anderson, Commissioner from District
1, and Ken Anderson representing

District 2, have their terms expiring this year. These two seats will
be open for election in November,
2020, leaving Tim Lovato the
sole incumbent when two new
Commissioners are voted in
this fall. The Board named
Jason Anderson chairman for this session.
Thomas McCracken has
already announced his
candidacy for Commissioner in District 1. Many residents
are already familiar with McCracken and his wife Lillian who successfully ran Green Earth Farms. Lyn
Bogle is running for Commissioner in District 2. He is President of
Center Consolidated Schools’ School
Board and once served as a County
Undersheriff. Other residents may
also decide to run for these seats.
County appointments
While many County appointments have been retained, some
new ones have been added. This
information may prove valuable to
residents who need to know who
to contact at the County. Significant appointments include Robert
Woeltz, as the Public Information
Officer He is also the Director of
Emergency Management. New
3-year terms were approved for
Planning Commission members
Jeff Shook, Bill McClure, and Richard Drake. The Planning Commission is seeking a resident Crestone/
Baca Planning Commission member. Amber Wilson is the interim Land Use Coordinator. April
Quintana leads Human Resources.
Kathleen Curry serves on the Gunnison roundtable
New state model affecting
Medicaid health care
Lynette Grant, Public Health
director of Saguache, appeared
with Della Cox-Vieira, a former Saguache Director of Public Health
and now the Director of Public
Health for Alamosa County and
chair of the SLV Public Health
partnership. Accompanying her
was Sarah Duncan-Pearson, Lead
Case Manager at Alamosa County Public Health. Cox-Vieira explained that the state has initiated
a new model for finance and policy structure affecting single entry
point (SEP) agencies and programs
that provide case management
care and referrals for Health First
Colorado which is Colorado’s Medicaid Program for people with low
income. Residents who qualify for
SEP include the elderly, blind and
disabled, persons living with HIV/
AIDS, mental health, brain injury,
and spinal cord injury, etc. What it
means for county residents is there
is a 40% increase in case loads and
fewer case managers, which means
people are not getting sufficient
care. The valley is working as a
region to resolve these issues and
Cox-Vieira came to request a letter
of support from the Commissioners.
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Moffat tries again
Moffat has made a another
annexation request. Mayor Patricia
Reigel appeared before the Commissioners with Whitney Justice of
Potch LLC, hoping the County would
change its mind. However Reigel offered no new information to support
their request to use County Road 59
as part of their “ flag pole” strategy
to acquire the required contiguous
land for annexation. Commissioner
Tim Lovato repeated the County’s
position: The county will not give
away a county road. Attorney Ben
Gibbons stated that a municipality
cannot force the County to give up
a road. Citizens offered other considerations. Francisco de Silva reiterated that the group Potch LLC
is not following County regulations.
Commissioner Ken Anderson stated
that the health and safety of citizens is also not being taken into
consideration.
Northern Saguache Library District
Sarah Koehn Frey, Director of
NSCLD, presented her year-end report andCounty thanked the Commissioners for their continued support. She reported that the Crestone
Town Board has committed 2 acres
of land, but disagree where those 2
acres will be. They have a conditional MOU in place which shows community support and will provide
leverage for grants. The building
fund has $21,000. Koehn Frey also
provided statistics from last year’s
library usage. There were 26,444
visitors to the two libraries in Saguache and Crestone. If patrons
paid out-of-pocket for items read,
watched or listened to, the amount
would come to approximately
$77,345.27. The libraries hosted
over 100 meetings, welcomed 191
new library members, had 4,148
computer users and provided an
average of 4 kids’ programs. KoehnFrey also brought in nearly $23,000
in grant money. Quite impressive
for a rural area. Libraries are as essential as ever.
Crestone End of Life Project (COELP)
Stephanie Gaines, founder of
COELP, appeared with Kelley Michelle, one of many dedicated volunteers. CEOLP is a non-denominational community-based group
promoting informed end-of-life
choices and supporting their fulfillment for Crestone and Saguache
County residents. Informed Final
Choices is the parent organization
for this non-denominational not-forprofit service organization. CEOLP
operates one of the only legal, openair cremation sites in the state of
Colorado. The staff and various
teams are trained to assist in a caring and meaningful way to mark
the passage of a loved one. CEOLP
cares for the body and assists families with the ceremony. 700 people
receive their minutes and there is
world- wide interest. The Commissioners approved their conditional
use permit for another three years.
Gaines presented Administrator
Maez with a painting of the cremation site under an open sky.
CDOT letter
A letter has been drafted to
CDOT regarding the unsafe speed
on highway 17, particularly at the
intersection with County Road T.
The Commissioners have requested that traffic speed be reduced
through Moffat to 35mph plus a

flashing speed limit sign. Since that
speed limit was originally set, there
is now a new school, a dollar general store, more population, increased
speeding, and more traffic. As a result the county has lost a beloved
resident.
Land Use
Amber Wilson, interim Land
Use Administrator, said the Department is working on their master plan. Wilson presented the
BOCC with a spreadsheet showing
$228,981 revenue has been generated from excise tax. Land Use is
pleased with Code Enforcer Alejandro Heredia and is expanding his
responsibilities to serve in the Airport Manager position.
Heart of the Rockies now
has a Saguache branch
Neither Heart of the Rockies
Medical Center (HRRMC) nor the
County has done much visible publicity informing county residents
that a Heart of the Rockies satellite
clinic is now located in Saguache at
405 Denver Ave where the previous
medical clinic was. HRRMC Saguache offers family medicine and
obstetrics services on Mondays and
Wednesdays and rehabilitation on
Tuesdays and Thursdays as well as
local pharmacy services. The number to call for an appointment is
719-530-2000.
Sales Tax Grant applications due
The deadline to apply for a
Sales Tax Grant is fast approaching: February 14, 2020. To be eligible, grant applications must be for
either Emergency Services/Public
Health and Safety; Youth and Senior programs, projects, or organizations; or Renewable Energy projects/Business Opportunities and
Job Creation. Not many counties do
this and many projects such as Living Wisdom have used the sales tax
grants to advantage. Grant applications are available on the website at
saguachecounty.net/administration,
“sales tax grant application form
5” or you can contact the Administration office at 719-655-2231 to
request a copy of the grant application. Applications are due by 3pm,
Friday, February 14.
Veterans
Jim Sheeran, Veterans Service Officer, explained details of
previous grant money and how it
was spent. He will apply for a Veterans Assistance Grant before the
March deadline. There are more
vets coming into the county and the
need is greater than the available
funding.

Cynthia Nielsen LMT

RadiantFlow Yoga
www.RadiantFlow.co

GENTLE MORNING YOGA
Mondays 10am
Little Shepherd Hall
Crestone
Corner of Alder & Carbonate
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Colorado prepares for Super Tuesday
Thanks to Initiative 107
passed in 2016, Colorado will hold
its first presidential primary election in 20 years on March 3, 2020—
Super Tuesday.
Key dates
• Feb. 3: Last day for voters
who are affiliated with a party to
change or withdraw their affiliation in order to vote in a different
party’s presidential primary. Also,
last day for unaffiliated voters to
select a party preference in order
to be sent that party’s ballot.
• Feb. 10: First day primary
ballots can be mailed to voters.
• Feb. 24-March 3: Voter services and polling centers must be
open for primary election.
• March 3: Super Tuesday—
Colorado’s first presidential primary since 2000.
Colorado Secretary of State
Jena Griswold has announced that

the following candidates will appear on the presidential primary
ballot:
Robert Andini - Republican
Michael Bennet - Democratic
Joseph R. Biden - Democratic
Michael R. Bloomberg - Democratic
Cory Booker - Democratic
Pete Buttigieg - Democratic
Julián Castro - Democratic
Roque “Rocky” De La Fuente
- Republican
John K. Delaney - Democratic
Tulsi Gabbard - Democratic
Zoltan G. Istvan - Republican
Amy Klobuchar - Democratic
Rita Krichevsky - Democratic
Matthew John Matern Republican
Deval Patrick - Democratic
Bernie Sanders - Democratic
Tom Steyer - Democratic
Donald J. Trump - Republican
Joe Walsh - Republican
Elizabeth Warren - Democratic
Bill Weld - Republican
Robby Wells - Democratic
Marianne Williamson Democratic
Andrew Yang - Democratic
Voters affiliated with a major
party may only cast ballots for the
party with which they are affiliated, while unaffiliated voters may
cast a ballot for either party, but
must choose one. If an unaffiliated
voter marks both the Democratic
and Republican ballots, neither
will count.
Find Colorado Presidential
Primary FAQs at www.sos.state.
co.us/pubs/elections/FAQs/primaryElectionsFAQ.html.

An unafraid bob cat enjoys a visit to Kate Steichen’s house in the Baca.

Bob cats can look a lot like lynx. Notice that this cat has much smaller feet than a lynx.
photos by Kate Steichen
						 

Caucus dates
continued from page 1
be based on the Presidential Primary results. At Saguache County
Precinct Caucuses, voters will decide how many and which voters in
their precinct will be delegates to

Tashi Gomang Stupa
Many Auspicious Gateways
Tibetan New Year Celebration
February 24th at 1pm at the Stupa
All are welcome
Sang Fire Offering
Chanting
Prayers of Inspiration
Follow on Facebook at Friends of Karmapa - KTTG

the County Assembly on behalf of
candidates for US Senate, Congressional District 3, State House District 62, and, if there is more than
one candidate for the these offices:
State Senate District 35, Judicial
District 12, and County Commissioner Districts 1 and 2. Precinct
Caucuses and County Assembly
have a direct affect on which candidates will be on the primary ballot
for non-Presidential offices. This is
why Precinct Caucuses are so important.
Democratic Party candidates
must meet a certain threshold of
votes at caucus, then a certain
threshold of delegate votes at
County Assembly, and then a certain threshold of delegate votes at
the State Assembly or s/he must
petition to get on the Colorado Primary ballot. Other rules apply that
may prevent a Democratic Party
candidate from petitioning onto the
ballot.
More information: Randy
Arredondo, Saguache County Democratic Party Chair, randyharredondo@gmail.com; or Barbara
Tidd, Saguache County Democratic Party Secretary, slvbarb498@
gmail.com, 719-221-8434.

“A new command I give you:
Love one another. As I have
loved you, so you must love
one another.”
		
—Jesus Christ
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127 F, SalidaNews
• 719-539-5219
Baca Grande

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE

Strategic plan for future sought

by John Rowe
folks in need. This is always good
The regularly scheduled businews as keeping full time paraness meeting of the Baca Grande
medics on staff is a struggle. Also,
POA was held on Thursday, Januan alarming event happened in
ary 16, at 10am in the POA Hall
late November as an ambulance
on T Road. All five directors were
responding to a call was broadsidpresent as were six audience memed by a hit-and-run driver. Three
bers. The agenda was modified and
EMTs in the back were shaken
approved unanimously and the
up, sent to be medically checked
meeting moved on toward Member
out, and fortunately cleared to
Forum.
return to work with no real injuSurprisingly, there was no
ries occurring. It is not known if
commentary from the audience and
the fleeing driver has been apprethe meeting moved on to a finanhended or not.
cial report given by Kevin Flewell,
The Baca Grande has offiBaca Grande executive administracially been designated a Firewise
tor. The Baca is financially healthy,
Community, no small thing as
with nearly $900,000 in prudent
this has been an arduous process
reserves, up significantly over a
for the Board and Staff for some
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE
few years ago, and the organizamonths now. Residents may want
tion spent less than the allocated
to check with their insurance
budget for 2019, which was nearly
companies to see if they now qual$2,000,000.
ify for a discount on their homeDepartment report news inowners insurance. One audience
cluded statistics that show housing
member reported that he had
starts at 29 for 2019, down slightly
received one from his company.
from 2018 in which there were 36.
Firewise meetings are an ongoing
The Maintenance Department is no
event and the public is welcome.
longer short a key man, as Shawn
Check with the POA office for inHollmer has returned to work afformation on these.
ter healing up from an injury. This
Executive
Administrator
will be welcome news for Baca resKevin Flewell has been involved
idents, not only because Shawn is
with investigations into strategic
a good guy and well-liked, but beplanning for the future and feels
cause we have gotten spoiled by
the Baca Grande needs to prohaving our roads plowed in a very
ceed with solid plans for what lies
timely basis.
ahead. Who is the Baca and what
Our EMTs have been very
do they want to be like in the years
busy with training as we have a
to come? Kevin has the full support
new full time paramedic, one who
of the Board in this matter and is
is qualified to administer drugs to
proceeding with some vigor. He
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE
has chosen a company whose business it is to offer expert opinion
on how property and homeowners
LEIGHA NICOLE
associations can proceed effectively with the direction they choose.
Bodytherapy - Integrative
This Strategic Plan Quote will cost
Deep Tissue Bodywork
between $10,000 and $50,000, deTraditional Ashtanga Yoga
pending on the level of expert engagement into this process.
The Baca has historically either not done much with this issue
or seen their ideas get lost in the
shuffle as the day-to-day minutia
take up all available time and enTherapeutic Private Classes
ergy. Kevin is certain that enlisting
Mysore-Style Classs Intensives
professionals here will make all the
Gentle introductory courses
difference in the world.
Workshops Retreats
The Board would like all Baca
members to have a forum to give
Teaching since 1984
their input into this grand design
and advises members to be on the
SPLENDIDYOGA.COM
lookout for more
information on
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS
& MORE
SPLENDIDHEALINGRETREATS.COM
this large and important issue.
Please be advised that this is not
(719) 209-8518
an overnight matter and will continue over a period of time.

127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219

E-Charging stations coming to Crestone.

E-Car charging
station plans
for Crestone
The Town of Crestone unanimously approved a plan to install
two electric car charging stations
in town. Vivia Lawson, owner of
Sangre de Cristo Real Estate and
the Chair of the Saguache Tourism Council, and Ed Sbarbaro, Saguache Tourism Council member

and POA Board member, presented
the opportunity to the Town Trustees at the January meeting. The
funds to support this installation
are provided through the “Electric
Vehicle Fast-Charging Corridors
Infrastructure Grant Program” of
the State of Colorado, an initiative
of Governor Jared Polis. This grant
will be applied for and managed
by the Saguache County Commissioners, who have also agreed to
supplement any remaining costs of
installation beyond the grant funds.
This grant was designated to create state-wide infrastructure in the
form of charging stations in communities across Colorado. These stations will enable future electric car
drivers to go anywhere in the state
in an electric vehicle. Once the grant
application has been approved, the
stations will be installed by the end
of the year.
The tourism goals for site selection of the car charging station is
both to provide electric car drivers
with interesting places to spend the
time it takes to charge their car and
to bring visitors driving electric cars
into the town center. These drivers
have access to digital information
that guides them to the chargers.
The approved location for the Crestone station is west of the town hall,
at two existing parking spots.
For more information on this
state-wide initiative, please go to
https://energyoffice.colorado.gov/electric-vehicle-fast-charging-corridors.

127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219

127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219

(719) 539-6144
(719) 539-1411 Fax

HAPPY HOUR

3:30 - 5:30

MAITRI MASSAGE
Awareness Based Massage Therapy

ANNE ROSS, LMT
INCORPORATING DEEP TISSUE, THERAPEUTIC & ACUPRESSURE TECHNIQUES

127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219

WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE

719-588-8727

anneross1@icloud.com
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January 13, 2020 Board of
Trustees meeting
The meeting was called to
order at 9:30am, and the Board of
Trustees passed the following motions:
• To approve the agenda as
amended
• To approve the minutes of
the regular board meeting of December 9, 2019
• To approve paying the bills
• To approve the financial report as presented
• To approve having Treasurer Busby send a letter to business owners in town reminding
them that they are responsible for
maintaining the sidewalks in front
of their businesses, keeping them
clear of snow and debris.
• To
approve
spending
$290.00 to advertise in the new edition of the Crestone Sacred Earth
Journal.
• To accept the offer by the
Saguache County Tourism Council to have two electric car charging stations installed on W. Galena
Ave. adjacent to the Town Hall Park
and paid for by a grant through the
SCTC at no charge to the Town.
• To agree to provide snow removal services for the USPS at 161
E. Silver Ave. at a rate of $75.00 per
hour. Public Works will plow the
parking lot, north access lane and
keep west sidewalk clear (downhill
from the parking lot) as needed, and
the contract will be reviewed by Attorney Farish.
• To waive the $100.00-perday park rental fee for Tom Dessain
to hold concerts on two Saturdays in
Little Pearl Park
• To accept the Crestone Tree
Board recommendation for mitigation work to begin as discussed with
Daniel Johnson along Cedar St.
• To set a public hearing date
for February 10, 2020 at 1pm for
Crestone Peak Community Housing’s Planned Unit Development on
Tract 3 (upper E. Lime Ave.)
• To approve writing a letter
to the Rio Grande Water Conservation District asking for further
studies on the Closed Basin Project,
as well as its effects on the Town of
Crestone, the Baca Grande, and the
surrounding area.
• To adopt Ordinance #2020001 regarding dangerous dogs and
dogs running at large
• To adopt Resolution #0012020 for designating the official calendar and appointments
• To adjourn the meeting at
4:23pm.
Staff reports
Treasurer Busby discussed the
following in her report:
• The adopted budget was
submitted to DOLA and approved
on January 4, 2020. No budget revisions were necessary
• Request for approval to
send a letter to business owners
reminding them of the Town’s ordinance requiring all business owners
to clear snow from sidewalks abutting their businesses
• Baca Grande Water and
Sanitation
District
(BGWSD)

agreed to change the Town’s
$10,489.67 sewer bill for one month
to the monthly average of $3,371.00
• Proposal to use Conservation Trust Fund money to buy a
skid steer. To this end, the Board
of Trustees verbally directed Treasurer Busby to write a Conservation
Trust Fund grant and a Saguache
County Sales Tax Grant
• A request from Public
Works Assistant Gretchen Nelson
to issue parking tickets to people
who violate the Town’s parking ordinances and to work as a “meter
maid.” The board did not accept her
offer, stating the Town already has
a trained code enforcer and system
for issuing parking warnings
Mayor Danforth reported
• A report on the upcoming Colorado Dark Sky Tour (now
known as “Colorado Stargazing”)
• Creating a student curriculum for International Dark Sky
Designation
• Mayor Danforth was elected
to a new term as a board member of
the San Luis Valley Great Outdoors
(SLVGO)
Clerk Ransom discussed the
following in her report:
• An advertising opportunity
with the Crestone Sacred Earth
Journal
• Update on the 2020 election: Nomination petition packets
are being circulated now and must
be turned in by January 27, 2020;
The Clerk will begin working on the
ballot language for printing. Ballots
will be sent out between March 16
and March 23, 2020; prior to their
mailing, the Town is required to
send a TABOR (Tax Payer Bill of
Rights) notice pertaining to the referred issue on the ballot asking the
town voters for a one-half of one percent sales tax increase to help support the water and sewer funds that
remain in the red.
• The board requested changing the date of their annual retreat
Water System Manager Ann
Bunting reported
• Town water pumping records have been corrected with the
Division of Water Resources by a
factor of one instead of ten
• Request to hire a trained
sewer operator with the $3,000.00
designated in the budget for researching the excessive effluent
sent to BGWSD’s treatment facility
• The housing project proposed by Crestone Peak Community
Housing (CPCH) could increase the
Town’s customer base by 50% usage, and she questioned whether
current infrastructure can meet the
demand for potential expansions
Planning Commission Chair
Terry Goergen was not present, but
the board discussed the commission’s recommendation for preliminary approval of CPCH proposal to
build a senior housing community
on Tract 3. The discussion was tabled until Attorney Farish was present to advise the board as he was
also present at the Planning Commission on January 6, 2020.
Presentations to board
Ed Sbarbaro and Vivia Lawson

A lone deer crossing T Road the foggy morning of January 22.

from the Saguache County Tourism
Council (SCTC) offered grant money to the Town if it would provide
designated locations for two electric
car charging stations for public use.
Vivia stated that the Town might be
in charge of the maintenance of the
charging stations, but the installation would be at no cost to the Town.
Amy Hardin, Postmistress
for the US Post Office in Crestone,
requested hiring the Town to clear
snow off of their parking lot, west
sidewalk and north access driveway of the post office property. The
Board was amenable to the request
and discussion included the need
to draft a contract to be reviewed
by the Town Attorney and have the
Clerk contact the Colorado Intergovernmental Risk Sharing Agency
about liability issues.
Kizzen Laki, a member of the
tree board, reported on meeting
with fire mitigation leader Daniel
Johnson, to view sites in person.
It was agreed that Johnson would
work along Cedar St. removing
dead, dying and diseased trees;
small, crowded trees; and limb up
trees, especially along S. Cedar St.
between E. Golden Ave. and E. Silver. St.
Trustee Laki proposed planting up to eight new trees on S. Cottonwood St. and in other Phase II
downtown improvement zones and
stated that she would be in charge
of the fundraising process.
Tom Dessain presented an update on a summer concert series,
amending his request to include using only Little Pearl Park from noon
to 6pm on two Saturdays. He confirmed that there would be a temporary and portable platform set up as
the stage so as not to cause damage
or impact the lawns. Dessain also
requested a letter of support from
the Town as he was applying for a
county grant to fund the concerts.
Trustee Bairstow raised concerns about the old dumpsite on
Tract 1. Mayor Danforth distributed information about the Safe
Routes to School Grant, which will
have a trail crossing Tract 1. Being
federally funded, the grant requires
an environmental study. The grant
administrators are currently in the
process of hiring a firm to perform
these studies which include investigating the dumpsite.
Cleave Simpson of the Rio
Grande Water Conservation District
(RGWCD) was invited by the Board
of Trustees to discuss the Closed
Basin Project, and he explained its
history and assured the Board of
Trustees that the RGWCD board
will take time to study the current



photo by Lori Nagel

situation in relation to Peggy Godfrey’s request to suspend operations
of the project.
Attorney’s report
Attorney Farish explained the
exact procedures for applying for a
Planned Unit Development (PUD)
and clarified the board’s responsibility and that of the applicant,
who must decide if they are ready
for the board to call a public hearing
which is the next step. CPCH board
member, Kirsten Schreiber, stated
that they were ready for the hearing, which the board scheduled for
February 10, 2020. It was confirmed
that all legal posting and mailing
requirements would be completed
at least 15 days prior to the hearing.
The Board of Trustees discussed the final draft of Ordinance
#2020-001 to amend the current
Nuisance Code relating to dogs
at large and vicious or dangerous
dogs, which will give the municipal
judge more remedies for dealing
with such situations. The Board of
Trustees approved of the ordinance
with minor wording changes. It was
noted that more people had been
bitten or chased since the last dog
attack. The Attorney emphasized
again that everyone has the right
to walk on public property without
fear of attack, thus, the stringent
guidelines included increasing the
first offense fines from $25 to $100
for dogs running at large and $250
for vicious dogs at large.
The Town received a response
from Tony Pechenik via email stating that he is not responsible for the
unfinished W. Golden Ave. building
despite his stressing this point for
one hour during a previous board
meeting. At this juncture and as
there appears to be no one in charge
of completing the building, the
Board of Trustees will take time to
discuss remedies in depth at their
work retreat on February 22, 2020.

~ Window Blinds
& Shades
~ Repairs
~ Repairs

Crestone / Baca
719-256-4498
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Clips from the Clerk
Multilingual ballot access
by Trish Gilbert, Saguache
County Clerk & Recorder
Congress enacted the language minority provisions of the
Voting Rights Act (VRA) because,
“through the use of various practices and procedures, citizens of language minorities have been effectively excluded from participation
in the electoral process.” Today, the
formula in Section 203 of the VRA
only requires that four counties in
Colorado (Conejos, Costilla, Denver,
and Saguache) provide election materials in both English and Spanish.
One other county is required to provide information in Ute.
There are thousands of eligible
voters (103,146 based on ACS 2017
5-year estimates) in Colorado who
speak English “less than very well.”
An estimated 60,962 of those eligible voters speak Spanish and, of
those, 48,160 live in counties where
ballots and other election materials
are not available in Spanish. Further compounding the problem of
ballot access for minority language
speakers is the reading level at
which Colorado’s ballots are written. For many minority-language
speakers the ballot is simply incomprehensible even if they speak and
read some English.
Current law:
Section 203 of the VRA covers
a jurisdiction when the number of
United States citizens of voting age
in that jurisdiction has a single lan-

guage group that:
• is more than 10,000, or
• is more than 5% of all voting age citizens, or
• is on an American Indian
reservation, exceeds 5% of all reservation residents; and
• the illiteracy rate of the
group is higher than the national
literacy rate.
Section 203 of the federal Voting Rights Act was passed by Congress to protect citizens of language
minorities who had traditionally
been excluded from participation in
the electoral process. Generally, the
Act requires designated jurisdictions to provide all election material in both English and the minority
language. Federal law mandates
that the Department of Justice designate new 203 jurisdictions every
five years.
After determining the jurisdictions that meet these requirements,
the Department of Justice is empowered to enforce these requirements and may bring suit in federal
court to enforce the requirements
when necessary.
The census bureau, through
both the national census and the
American Community Survey, helps
the Department of Justice to determine which jurisdictions have met
the coverage.
Colorado does not currently
expand minority language ballot access beyond federal requirements.

NEW GI RL ON T HE BLO C K
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON
Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator

Now offering Facials,
Eyelash extensions,
and Aromatherapy
by Stephanie
Long.

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado

To schedule these
services please
contact Stephanie at
(281) 838-9032.

Call or Text for Appointment
719.580.9146

Randy Macy and Sarah Off and others to perform at Colorado College.

Valentine’s concert at Colorado
College on February 9
Faculty members from the Mt.
Blanca Summer Music Conservatory will present a special Valentine’s
Day concert of romantic music in
the auditorium of the Colorado College campus on Sunday afternoon,
February 9 at 1pm.
Music on the program will include the popular Beethoven “Romance, Op. 50. in F Major” for violin, Massenet’s “Meditation” from
Thais, Rachmaninoff ’s “Vocalise,”
the Gliere duo for violin and cello,
and two popular songs by Hoagy
Carmichael and Ted Koehler arranged for violin/piano. The second half of the program will feature
several well-known Broadway love
songs as well as piano renditions
of Academy Award-nominated love
songs from the movies. There will
be a fun quiz regarding the Broadway selections performed with the
chance to win a door prize.
Featured performers on the
program are: Mathieu D’Ordine, violoncello, a devoted interpreter of a
wide variety of music from the last
four centuries of the Western canon
including music from living composers all the way back to Gabrielli and
Monteverdi. Mathieu was a featured
soloist with Boulder Symphony in
2012, playing Woven Variations
(music from the video game Journey) by the Grammy award winning composer Austin Wintory, and
again in 2016 playing the Brahms
Double Concerto with Dr. Sarah Off.
Mathieu also founded Ideal Opera,
a business offering custom orchestral and chamber arrangements of
standard operatic repertoire, focusing on fitting opera to a small scale
for outreach tours, children’s shows,
and new opera companies just finding their feet. Mathieu received his
Master of Music degree from CU
Boulder in 2011, where he was a
long-time student of Judith Glyde
and Nicholas Carthy. He has been
on the faculty at MBSMC since its
second season, and plays in the
Three Corners Trio with his fellow
faculty members Sami Froncek and
Dr. Sarah Off.
Randy D. Macy, piano, is a collaborative pianist for the Music Department at Adams State Universi-

ty which entails working one-on-one
with music students on a weekly basis and accompanying them for student recitals and end-of-semester
juries. Randy concertizes regularly
with local San Luis Valley and Denver-based musicians. He has been a
pianist for Broadway revue groups
at Adams State College as well as
groups in Del Norte, Brighton, and
Denver.
Dr. Sarah Off, violin, is an enthusiastic music educator and is currently Assistant Professor of Violin
and Music Business at University
of Northern Colorado. She has performed and taught as a guest artist
at Sam Houston State University,
Sacramento State University and
Southern Oregon University, among
others. In the summers of 2012 and
2013 she served as violin instructor
and chamber music coach at Conservatory Music in the Mountains
in Durango, CO. Sarah received
her Doctorate and Masters in Violin
Performance at Arizona State University under Danwen Jiang, and
her Bachelor of Violin Performance
from University of Colorado under
Lina Bahn and Judith Ingolfsson.
Corliss Taylor-Dunn, soprano, acquired her actor’s equity
card before graduating from high
school. She has performed in countless summer theatre productions
with many Broadway greats and
appeared on Broadway in “Raisin” and “Bubbling Brown Sugar.”
She toured Europe in “Raisin” and
“Porgy and Bess”. She appeared
regularly on the Tonight Show and
toured the U.S., Canada, and Mexico with Doc Severson and the Tonight Show Orchestra. She coauthored the musical “Opening Night”
which appeared Off-Broadway and
was nominated for three Off-Broadway awards.
Tickets are available at the
door. $15 for adults and $10 for seniors and children.
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Poemfest Festival Feb 27-March 1
continued from page 1
begins at 6 and will include poetry award winners from the Moffat
School District. Colorado Poet Laureate Bobby Lefebre, who Westword
Magazine describes as a “man with
a powerhouse stage presence,” will
cap off the evening with a reading
beginning at 7:30.
For the evening reading on
Friday, February 28 (beginning at
7:00), astronomer, geologist, and
poet Danny Rosen brings a few
words from deep time and space.
Photographer Kit Hedman and
poet Hilary DePolo explore the racial and cultural diversity of Morgan County, Colorado. Paleohippy Shroompa Art Goodtimes and
Grand Junction slam poet Tori
Miner rip it up in a cross-generational jam. Albuquerque dynamo
and Poet Laureate Emeritus Jessica Lopez brings the heat from
the Land of Enchantment. Following the Friday evening reading,
Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer will
perform and MC an open mic with

Jesse Tsinajinnie Maloney’s debut full
length work Health Carefully was released
through Cyberwit press 2019.

Jessica Helen Lopez is City of Albuquerque Poet Laureate, Emeritus and a
nationally recognized award-winning slam
poet.

Crestone’s very own jazz all-stars
at the Cloud Station beginning at
9:00.
On Saturday, February 29,
Rick Kempa, editor of Deep Wild,
goes wild and deep. Kycee Bello explores beauty as refuge in a broken
world. Susan Tichy invites us into
the Sangre de Cristos with some po-

EXPRESS YOURSELF!

Encaustics Workshops
& Calligraphic Brushstroke
Hours and days are flexible
2 hrs / $50 includes materials

At FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS

117 Skyview Way (close to town)
Ish Futral 256.4848 for appointment
or further questions

Bobby LeFebre is currently the Poet Laureate of Colorado.

ems from her book, Avalanche Path
in Summer. Don MacIver, long-timer on the Albuquerque beat, takes
us out on the streets. Poet and musician Jesse Tsinajinnie Maloney
brings Diné words and songs from
the Navajo Nation.
Throughout the festival, a
wide range of readings, open mics,
workshops, and celebrations will
take place at Crestone Charter
School and other venues around
Crestone. Sunday morning, March
1, Poemfest concludes with a brunch
and book signing at Crestone Charter (9:30-10:30) and a poetry circle
led by Art Goodtimes beginning at
10:30. For more information on the
festival, go to poemfest.com.

Rosemerry Wahtola Trommer served as
the third Colorado Western Slope Poet
Laureate (2015-2017). Her forthcoming
collection, This Very Here, won the Halcyon Poetry Prize (Middle Creek Press,
2020)

POETS DO IT WITH PASSION

DON’T MISS OUT ON THE FUN

CRESTONE POETRY FESTIVAL
FEBRUARY 27 - MARCH 1 @
CRESTONE CHARTER SCHOOL
CLOUD STATION
CRESTONE BREW COMPANY

www.poemfest.com
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Crestone Artisans Gallery to hold
‘Nacho Ordinary Valentine’ Feb. 14
by David Lee
During these quiet winter
months, the gallery operates at reduced hours, noon-4pm Thursday
through Monday. It is a good time
to visit, there’s lots of new work to
become acquainted with, and it’s
generally not crowded.
The big winter event at the
gallery is the annual Valentine’s
Day party. Running since 2014,
and probably well before then, it
is the largest public event on this
day in Crestone and the Baca. This
year’s party will have a Mexican
theme: Nacho Ordinary Valentine.
It will be held on Valentine’s Day,

February 14, from 4 to 6pm. We
will offer “Mexican Delights” as
snacks, in addition to wine and
non-alcoholic beverages. Music will
be performed by Meryl Ennis. Lori
Nagel will set up a booth to take
photographs of couples. All visitors
will receive a ticket for a drawing
to win a landscape photograph by
Christine Columbo (see article
about Christine in the December
‘19 Eagle). Most of all, it is a good
time to catch up with old friends,
and to find a romantic gift for that
special person in your life. Happy
Valentine’s Day!

Ms. Naoko Iwamoto will teisyu (host) a traditional Chanoyu at Shumei International Institute on Sunday March 1 at 2pm.

Shumei hosts Chanoyu Sunday March 1
What is chanoyu? Chanoyu
by definition is a Japanese ceremony consisting of the serving and
taking of tea in accordance with
an elaborate ritual. But more than
that, is chanoyu a form of surface
culture of Japan and encompasses
many aspects of Japanese culture.
To understand chanoyu, in a sense,
is tantamount to understanding
Japanese culture. Join us March
1 at 2pm at Shumei International Institute to learn more about
Japanese culture and experience a
Japanese tea ceremony. This event
is free to the public.
Our Teisyu (host) for this
event is former Crestone resident Ms. Naoko Iwamoto. Naoko
Iwamoto studied and practiced
the art of the tea ceremony for ten
years under the tea master Soshun
Yoshino, one of renowned tea masters in Mushanokoji Senke family.
She moved to the US in 2008 and
has continued the pursuit of the
way of tea through her own effort,
taking distant guidance from a
close disciple of tea master Yoshino in Japan. Naoko is currently
performing tea ceremonies at various places to help people enjoy the

unique art of the tea ceremony.
The tea will be served in a
modern style; Guest participants
will have chairs to sit on during
the ceremony. A bowl of matcha
(dense green tea) made of Natural Agriculture green tea and a
healthy sweet will be served.
As part of this event we will
also celebrate the Japanese Doll
Festival which happens in Japan
in early March each year. It’s a
day reserved to pray for healthy
growth and happiness for young
girls. It is also called Momo-no-Sekku or Peach festival. Most families with girls display dolls called
Hina-ningyo. Long ago, people
threw paper dolls into rivers and
in the sea to drive away evil spirits
with them. People began displaying dolls in the Edo period. The
dolls depict the imperial court.
They are dressed in beautiful ancient court costumes.
Please join us for this unique
opportunity to learn more about
Japanese culture. This event is
free to the public. Please call the
office for more information at 719256-5284.

Open Tuesday - Sunday 11-4

Crestone Massage Therapy
Steve Fillenberg LMT

34 years private practice
Neuromuscular therapy,
medical massage,
\ii.. · , �
pain relief,
�()�
shamanic healing.

(720)512-1803

(719)256-4049

Jane Adorney LMT

28 years private practice
An integrated and
intuitive approach,
therapeutic, deep tissue,
aromatherapy.

(720)512-1802

www.crestonemassagetherapy.com

Shumei International Institute

Sharing Natural Agriculture, Art, Beauty and Healing Jyorei
with the World…

Art Symposia, Exhibitions, Concerts and Special Events
8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services) are always open to the public

art gallery and site tours available every day from 9 -5
See the community calendar or visit www.shumeicrestone.org

for an up to date schedule

Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284
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The Cool Block Program
is coming to Crestone
by Miranda Clendening,
Development Director
Sc-SEED
Calling Crestone and north
SLV residents—something big is
coming to a neighborhood near
you!
Kickstart 2020 with a fresh
commitment to making your community and the planet a better
place!
Following great success in
California, with nearly 100 neighborhoods using the Cool Block
program, we are delighted to announce that Crestone has been
selected as the first rural community in the world to pilot the Cool
Block. We are also the first Cool
Block Program in Colorado. We
were chosen because we are already recognized for being the solar and strawbale-building capital
of Colorado, which is an amazing
conscious action towards helping
with energy efficiency. This program helps us measure, calculate,
and recognize our region for our
baseline actions already and then
the actions we take together to reduce our carbon footprint.
The Cool Block program comprises more than 120 best prac-

tices for energy efficiency actions
that reduce your carbon footprint.
The County of Saguache, Crestone and the Baca are launching
a new program for residents, and
we invite your participation. The
Cool Block program focuses on
three main themes: community
building, sustainability, and disaster preparation and resilience.
Come to an info session to
learn more about the program
and how to get involved. Spanning 5 months, Cool Block consists of 8 meetings to get to know
your neighbors, discuss sustainability topics, work on actions together, ask questions, and share
your successes.
Cool Cafe’s information
sessions at Mystic Rose Cafe,
Crestone
• Cool Block Program official
info session, Saturday February
1, 1-3pm
• Cool Block Leader training session, Saturday February 8,
7-8:30pm
Go to Cool Block at https://
coolblock.org or email mclendening@empowermentinstitute.net
or call 719-626-1321 for further
information.

Do you know the best way to
protect your family’s future?
Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.
Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com
www.mazzuccalaw.com

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201
Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

In addition to workshops for kids, Salida Circus now has sessions for children ages 2-6
and their caregivers Mondays, February 3, 10, 17, & 24 in Crestone.

Salida Circus parent-child
classes in Crestone
. . . because it’s never too early to join the circus
You and your child will have fun, build self-confidence, and discover
new skills! Through exercises, activities, and obstacle courses we will practice creative movement as well as the foundations of acrobatics, trampoline, scarf juggling, balance, and spinning plates.
Sessions for children ages 2-6 and their caregivers will be on Mondays, February 3, 10, 17, & 24. There are two age groups:
• Toddlers Ages 2-3, 11-11:45am
• Preschoolers & Homeschoolers Ages 4-6, 12 to 1pm
Families with more than one child enrolled can select the session that
is the best match for them. A free sample class will be held on Monday,
January 27, 11am-noon at The Sacred Space at Enchanted Forest in Crestone. The cost is $35 for 4 sessions for a family with 1 child; $55 for a family
with 2.
Contact Beth Elkins at 347-931-7107 or email LizzyBethElkins@
Gmail.com
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HAPS

SD Youngwolf was accepted and given a
scholarship to the Indigenous Storytelling
and Spoken Word Residency at the Banff
Center for Arts and Creativity, Alberta,
Canada.
photo by Michael Pacheco

Indigenous Storytelling
Art Residency

by Mary Lowers
Local artist SD Youngwolf has
been accepted for participation in
an Indigenous Story and Spoken
Word Residency at the Banff Center
for Art and Creativity, Alberta,
Canada. Youngwolf will be part of
a group of twelve storytellers from
many places who will spend March
1 to March 22 interacting and enhancing their repertoire.
Participants are chosen
based on materials submitted and
artistic merit. This residency will
push the parameters of traditional
storytelling while holding true to
the story’s origins. There will be indepth writing practice and collaboration with one another to refine
old tales and create new ones.

www.crestoneeagle.com

Saguache County
Democratic caucus training
Feb. 24

The Saguache County Democratic Party Central Committee
will hold caucus training on Monday, February 24 at 6pm at the
Saguache Road & Bridge Meeting
Room, 305 3rd St, Saguache. If you
plan to go to your precinct caucus on
Saturday, March 7 at 2pm, come to
the training to get a sneak peek at
what will happen, how it works, and
what will be voted on. For questions
or to get more involved with the party, please contact Party Chair Randy Arredondo randyharredondo@
gmail.com. This training is open to
the public. All are welcome!
To register to vote or to update your voter registration go to
govotecolorado.com. Let’s make
history in 2020 with the highest
voter turnout ever!

MV Crane Festival

The Monte Vista Crane Festival is March 6, 7 & 8. There are
crane and raptor viewing tours,
excursions to fascinating San Luis
Valley locations, inspiring nature
movies and speakers . . . like Teddy
Roosevelt reenactor Kurt Skinner,
who will be performing Saturday
evening in Monte Vista’s historic
Vali3 Theater. Visit www.mvcranefest.org for more details. The wildlife views are amazing!

Tom McCracken, candidate for Saguache
County Commissioner.

Matt Martinez, candidate for State House
District 62.

Candidate meet and greet Feb. 9 at CCS
by Mikela Tarlow
Tom McCracken is running
for County Commissioner (District
1) and Matt Martinez is running
for State House District 62. Both
will represent the greater Crestone
area.
Meet both candidates Sunday, Feb. 9 from 3:30 to 5 pm at
the Crestone Charter School. Hear
their ideas, ask questions. Join us
for discussion and refreshments.
Both of these candidates have some
great ideas that are critical to our
local area.

Plus Andrew Romanoff, candidate for US Senate to replace
Cory Gardner will also join us via
Zoom video conference. He’s a wonderful speaker and it’s worth meeting him.
And there’s more. We will introduce you to the wild, wonderful,
wacky world of caucusing in Colorado. Plus we are working on a
mystery guest. Stay tuned.
Look for updates on Facebook
and flyers around town. We hope to
see you.

Important census
information

“While the law requires persons to answer all census questions
accurately, an incomplete census
form will still be included in the
head count.” (Note: our county receives funding for schools, social
services, etc., depending on head
count. Please fill out the census
even if you feel you cannot answer
a question.)

The Painted Journal

On Monday March 2, from
10am-4pm, intuitively paint, draw,
bind artwork into unique journals
with Jeanette Amlie. All levels are
welcome. Supplies are included.
Pre-registration: $50 fee includes supplies. Sliding fee available. To register contact Allison at
508-237-8915 or email adralawonderland@gmail.com

“Chances R Good” played some great tunes to help Crestonians ring in the new year at
the New Year’s Eve party at Cloud Station, sponsored by Neighbors Helping Neighbors
(NHN).

photo by Lori Nagel

The River Arkansas, based out of Pueblo, CO, graced Crestonians with an off-the-hook
show at the New Year’s Eve celebration at Cloud Station! The event was sponsored by
Neighbors Helping Neighbors and included 3 other bands throughout the night.
 photo by Lori Nagel
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Community Calendar—February 2020

Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com // NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!
If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more information call us at 719-256-4956.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month. Just
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred)
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101,
Crestone CO 81131.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per

Monthly Events
1 February
• Cool Bock info meeting, Mystic Rose Cafe,
1-3pm
2 February
• Guided Meditation Chamma Ling Retreat Center
2-3:30pm
3 February
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Regular
Meeting Alder Meeting Room 5-7pm
4 February
• First Tuesday Class Series, “Reflexolgy & Numerology,” $20-40, Little Shepherd, 10am-12:30pm
• Guru Rinpoche Tsok Yeshe Khorlo - Buddhist
Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong)
6-8pm
6 February
• Rumi Study Circle. All welcome. Golden Light
Sufi Circle 4-6pm
8 February
• Cool Block Leader training, Mystic Rose Cafe,
7-8:30pm
9 February
• Full Moon
• Full Moon Riwo Sangcho, Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist
Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 10-11am
• Full Moon Fire Ceremony followed by a meal
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-12:30pm
• Monthly Sampai at Shumei International Institute
10:30am-noon
• “Love in Music” concert, Colorado College Baca
Campus 1pm
• Meet the Candidates, Crestone Charter School,
3:30-5pm

10 February
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Regular
Meeting Alder Meeting Room 9:30am-5pm
• Living Wisdom Town hearing, Crestone Town
Assembly room, 1pm
• CEOLP/IFC monthly meeting, Little Shepherd
Fellowship Hall 7-9pm
• BGPOA EAC Covenant Violation Meeting, POA
meeting room 10am
• BGPOA EAC Building Meeting, POA meeting
room 1pm
12 February
• CEOLP monthly meeting, Little Shepherd Fellowship Hall, 7pm
13 February
• Sufi Dhikr & Potluck. All welcome! Golden Light
Sufi Circle 4-6:30pm
14 February
• Valentines Day
• Valentines Day Party, Artisans Gallery 4-6pm
18 February
• Dakini Tsok Yeshe Khorlo - Buddhist Temple &
Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 6-8pm
20 February
• POA Board meeting POA meeting room 5:30pm
21 February
• Shivaratri, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 6pm1am
23 February
• New Moon
• New Moon Riwo Sangcho, Yeshe Khorlo10-11am
• New-Moon Fire Ceremony followed by a meal
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10am-12:30pm

24 February
• Saguache County Democratic Party Caucus
Training, Saguache Road & Bridge 6-8pm
• Losar Celebration Yeshe Khorlo - Buddhist Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 10am-4pm
27 February
• Sufi Dhikr & Potluck. All welcome! Golden Light
Sufi Circle 4-6:30pm
• Crestone Poetry Festival, Crestone Charter
School, 5-10:30pm
28 February
• Crestone Poetry Festival, 10am-10:30pm
29 February
• Crestone Food Bank 10am-noon
• Crestone Poetry Festival Crestone Charter
School 9-10:30pm
1 March
• Guided Meditation Chamma Ling Retreat Center
2-3:30pm
• Chanoyu Tea Ceremony Shumei International
Institute 2-4pm
• Crestone Poetry Festival Crestone Charter
School 8:30am-12:30pm
3 March
• Super Tuesday
4 March

• SLV Regional Science Fair Plachy Field House
5 March
• SLV Regional Science Fair Plachy Field House
6 March
• Monte Vista Crane Festival

Daily/Weekly Events

The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.
Daily

• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
7-8am, 256-4108, www.babajiashram.org.
• Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by
7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5248
• Tours, gallery & Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 2565284
• Open meditation & prayers 8:45-10:30am in Vajra Vidya Retreat Center Shrine Room. All are
welcome. 256-5539. www.vajravidya.com
• Tours, Temple & Gift Shop - Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org,
www.babajiashram.org.
• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
6-7pm. Chanting in Sanskirt and Hindi. All are
welcome. 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org,
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Sunday mass at Nada Hermitage 9-10am, 2564778
• Drop-In Meditation (sitting & walking), Yeshe Khorlo, 2281 Happy Day OL 10am-1pm 719-256-5224
• Sunday Service Crestone Baptist Church, Christian Service Traditional/Contemporary 10am-noon
• Dorje Trolo Practice, White Jewel Mountain
Healing Center, 2pm
• Sutra Reading, Life story of the Buddha, Yeshe
Khorlo, 2-3pm, 719-256-5224
• AA meeting (open, discussion), Crestone Town
Hall, Alder St., 7pm
Monday
• Gentle Yoga, www.RadiantFlow.co, Little Shepherd Hall, $15, 10-11:15am
• Al-Anon meeting, Little Shepherd Church, Alder
St. north of Galena Ave., 1pm
Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam, 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktisharanam.com, 256-5668
• NA meeting (open), Little Shepherd Hall, Alder
St. north of Galena Ave., 7:30pm

Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinments, Shakti Sharanam, 8:30- 10am by donation, shaktisharanam.com, 256-5668
• Food Bank, next to Crestone Mercantile, 10amnoon
• Wednesday night Bible study, Crestone Baptist
Church 6-7:30pm
Thursday
• AA meeting (open, Book Study) Crestone Baptist
Church, Rd. T west of the kiosk, noon
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam, 5pm-6:45pm, by donation, shaktisharanam.com, 256-5668
Saturday
• NA meeting (open, Step Study), Little Shepherd
Hall, Alder St. north of Galena Ave., 9am
• Silent Meditation for the Earth, S. Crestone Park
(next to Fire Station), noon-12:24pm
• Feel Free Ministries free meal, noon-4pm, Little
Shepherd Hall

FEATURE YOUR VENTURE WITH THE
Ask us about our
Business Promotion specials! AD+ARTICLE+PHOTO PACKAGE
CA LL US A T 71 9 -256-4956 OR EMAIL ADS @C R E S TO NE E A G LE .CO M
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What’s your advice for a successful relationship?
temporary. We’ve dealt with all kinds
of stuff through time. My mom always used to say, “When you’re in a
relationship, you want your partner
to be happy, and that’s important to
you that they are.” That’s what helps
me construct how I behave.

www.crestoneeagle.com
sick, Nick would not take care of me.
I had a chance this year to help him.
He had cancer surgery, and he’s cancer free! But I had a job of being his
nurse. Taking care of each other is
important.
Nick: Part of it is always being
respectful to the other person, and
she’s always right no matter what!
And if you believe that . . . But basically being polite to each other. I’ve
known couples that constantly bicker back and forth, and if you’re polite
to each other, that really helps a lot.
You don’t get angry with each other
all the time.

land

Christine Canaly & Mark
Jacobi
Christine: Friendship. Both of
us have always valued friendship.
We still carry on relationships from
our past and love cultivating new
friends. We’ve maintained autonomy and each have our own lives, so
there’s always something to share
when we’re together. We both lost
our dads around the age of 20, making us feel like, “Wow, you’re on your
own,” and that bonded us when we
discovered that about each other.
Then we found out, and this is really bizarre, our dads were born
on the same day, which was really
funny! We didn’t even realize that
right away because neither one of us
keep track of that kind of stuff. But
it’s really weird how, through time,
there’s these binders of love and
understanding that have to do with
experience. The beauty of long-term
relationships is having those experiences you’ve cultivated through time
and being able to share that. It’s
been 36 years (most of my life!) and
what a wonderful person to ride the
journey with!
Mark: The secret is to let her
speak! I couldn’t help it. Sorry! I just
really enjoy being with her. I enjoy
her perspective. It’s enough different than mine to be interesting and
challenging in a good way. And being understanding of what the other is going through, and rolling with
those, means a lot. Everybody’s got
their limits and people put their foot
down over time, but by and large, it’s
a nice wavelength that’s been going
on since we met. I enjoy the variations off of that middle and I enjoy
the middle of it. I love the continuity
and the consistency and the strength
of our bond and I like that there’s
surprises, too. We both handle the
surprises well. It can be foreign or
invasive, but I think we’re both mature enough to understand life is a
bigger deal than a preconception.
And we check in with each other.
It’s interesting right now. Her mom
is taking up a lot of her time and
we’re not staying in the same house
at night, which is different. It always
kind of concerned me before it happened, and now that it’s happening, I
can handle it, am assured of the fact
she still loves me and just the circumstances are odd for now, but it’s

Cristina Cabeza-Kinney &
Adam Kinney
Adam: We’ve been really fortunate to share a value system, so we
end up fighting for the same things.
Usually for us, that’s our kids, our
family, our health and well-being.
Cristina: My gut response is
that our sense of humor and being
able to laugh has made us really
strong, not taking ourselves too seriously. When things get really hard
and a lot of pressure, we remember
to find the humor in it. Not taking
each other too personally has helped
us get through a lot of things that
were hard to get through.
Adam: I also make it a point
to never stop telling her how beautiful she is.
Cristina: And appreciating
the small things and doing small
things for each other, like once in a
while packing a lunch or once in a
while, I’ll cook dinner tonight, after
you’ve cooked 5 dinners in a row!
Just taking some load off of each
other sometimes.

Carol & Nick Nichols
Carol: We have similar interests, such as finding homes for
homeless animals. We like birding.
Birding is fun. We jump in the car
and go see how many bald eagles
we can find. You need passions for
something you both share. If you
don’t, you’re going to be going in different directions. And being kind to
each other. I never felt like, if I was

Audrey McDowall & Michael Pacheco
Michael: First, be happy with
yourself as an individual and don’t
look to another person to make
you happy. The key to our healthy
relationship is that we both came
into this like, “OK, I’m alright and
happy,” and we complement each
other and make the other happier
instead of looking for fulfillment in
that other person.
Audrey: I agree, and another
piece is communication and trust.
We talk to each other when things
are going well and when something
needs to be fixed. We’re still learning how because it’s only been a few
years, but we get better at it every
time. And we trust each other to
be honest, like, “Hey, something’s
wrong,” or “I need to talk,” or “I need
you there for me,” or whatever it is.
Michael: We also have similar life goals. We’re obviously both
teachers, but we both love exploring
different things. We have our hobbies and although we don’t share
the same hobbies, we can admire
the other for theirs. She’s super into
making dresses and writing—something I know nothing about—but I
respect her process, admiring the
work she does. And with my hexacopters and electronics, I can come
to her excited about something I
built that she’s unfamiliar with, and
she appreciates my efforts.
Audrey: We also share the
same values, the importance of
family and a good home. Because of
that, it’s easier for us to agree on
big things, like wedding planning!
Michael: I’ve had relationships where we don’t have the
same religious beliefs, which are
important. When something major happens, we already share this
philosophy and don’t have to overcome that to cope.
Audrey: None of this is
groundbreaking but it’s held true.
My parents have been together
30 years and told me they choose
every day to love each other, even
when they’re tired or sick or upset.
They choose to prioritize love more
than temporary anger, focusing on
the long goal—their lives together—and not just, “Today, I’m upset!
And let me tell you why . . .”

Judy Gilbert & Bill Suther-

Bill: One wears a powerful magnet. The other wears a lot of iron!
Judy: Don’t listen to him! But I
do think our ability to make each other
laugh is important. I joke the secret to
a strong relationship is to get your first
marriage over-with, choosing more
wisely the second time, learning from
experience and determined to do a better job!
Bill: I think we were wise and
there was something good about our
first choices, but people evolve, things
change and you have to co-evolve. In
our first marriages, we were both
twenty when we married, were married for 17 years and had our children
that way. We just diverged differently
and it was time we learned where we’d
gone wrong.
Judy: I met Bill when I was 40.
He was 41. And now, almost 40 years
later…
Bill: Here we are!
Judy: Learning to really listen
to each other, realizing it’s better modifying your own behavior than trying
to change someone else’s. Becoming a
better version of yourself makes you a
better partner.
Bill: At the beginning, you have
to size up the other person ensuring
there’s no real incompatible elements
and thinking, “Oh, I love her so much,
I can change her.”
Judy: And when you have a big
problem, don’t go away and sulk about
it. Talk about it!
Bill: I was good for the “big silence” early on. Something would happen and I’d disappear, clam up. It’s
much better to talk! We’ve had a good
approach to money. We both contribute
to our joint expenses. I, a little more,
because I eat a lot. I do everything bigger than her! Money distorts a lot of
relationships. If you have a lot, that’s
wonderful, but often it’s one person
having a lot and the other not much.
In our case, it’s nearly the same.
Judy: Equitable is the word.
You’re each making a contribution, but
also have your own money, which nearly eliminates financial arguments.
Money isn’t a romantic topic, but it is.
And addressing challenges as a team.
My older son had a long illness and
died in September. Bill was so prominent in helping both him and me.
Bill: Both compliment and complement. The one with the ‘i’, telling
your partner they’re cool. And helping
them, complement what they’re doing.
Judy: Bill compliments me almost every day in some heartfelt way,
and I try to reciprocate.
Bill: It’s harder for you!
If you have feedback or
suggestions for future topics, please
email peacelorilove@gmail.com.
In
addition to being the Staff Photographer
for The Crestone Eagle since 2012,
Lori Nagel is a freelance photographer,
graphic designer & web designer. www.
sunflowerstudios.us.com.
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Wetlands & water—Then you saw them, now you don’t
by Lisa Cyriacks
Peggy
Godfrey,
Saguache
County representative to the Rio
Grande Water Conservation District (RGWCD) board, has been
looking for water—more specifically
the water she believes has been displaced from lower Saguache Creek
and San Luis Creek into the Rio
Grande Closed Basin Project (CBP).
Prompted by Board members
requesting a work session at the
September meeting, and in receipt
of letters including a letter from the
Saguache County Commissioners,
the RGWCD Board met on January
16 in public session to review the research prepared by Godfrey.
Godfrey, with the support of
the Saguache County Commissioners, is requesting an independent
engineering study of the impact of
Stages 4 & 5 of the Closed Basin
Project in an attempt to address
adverse impact on the watersheds
of lower Saguache Creek and San
Luis Creek.
Godfrey’s research reveals
language in the original act that
gave authorization to the Closed
Basin Project, language that included assurances that the project would not injure senior water
rights. Additionally the 1967 engineering report reinforced this point
with language stressing “a balance
of inflow and outflow” of water . .
. and contained a warning that
“If priority (of water rights) is not
strictly enforced the CBP would become a mining project.”
In 1972 the Rio Grande Water
Conservation District filed for water
rights on the “salvage” unconfined
groundwater within the closed basin. The water is “pumped” from the
salvage wells into a 42-mile conveyance channel that delivers the water to the Rio Grande.
According to the RGWCD
website:
“The purpose and first priority
of the Closed Basin Project is to deliver water to the Rio Grande to assist the State of Colorado in meeting
its delivery requirements under the
Rio Grande Compact of 1939 and
the Rio Grande Convention of 1906.
“The second priority of the
project is to maintain the Alamosa
National Wildlife Refuge (NWR),
provided, that the amount of project salvaged water delivered to the
NWR and The Blanca Wildlife Habitat Area (WHA) shall not exceed
5300 acre feet annually.
“The third priority is to apply to the reduction and the elimination of any accumulated deficit

SHAKTI SHARANAM
yoga shala

Now offering:
Ayurvedic oil treatments
Community classes by
donation
Private instruction and
consultation
Yogic cooking
Therapeutic and custom
courses of study

annie

256-5668

shaktisharanam.com

in deliveries by Colorado and is no
longer applicable since the spill of
Elephant Butte in 1985. The fourth
and final priority is for irrigation or
other beneficial uses in Colorado.
“The project also delivers mitigation water to San Luis Lake complex and its recreational facilities.”*
Godfrey’s argument for an
independent study to evaluate the
effects of continuing to pump salvage wells in Stages 4 and 5 (at the
north end of the project) is based on
1) changes from flood irrigation to
center pivot irrigation, 2) that the
data in the previous studies done
in the 1960s and 80s is outdated
and perhaps flawed, 3) that intentional or not, there is evidence that
injury is being done to senior water rights in the watersheds of lower Saguache Creek and San Luis
Creek.
A variety of experts hastened
to point to Godfrey that under the
Congressional Act, there was to be
no injury and that the District was
allowed to pump until there was a
two-foot drop in the water levels to
wells located on or near the boundary. Keep in mind that the east side
of phase 4 is in a historically wet
area from creeks flowing from the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains into
the Baca National Wildlife Refuge,
comprising the earliest of surface
water rights purchased along with
the Baca Ranch by the Department
of the Interior.
Salvaged water is defined as
water otherwise unavailable for
beneficial use that is saved by some
means and made available. In 2004
Congress created the Baca National
Wildlife Refuge as part of the legislation that also created the Great
Sand Dunes National Park. In addition to groundwater recharge,
under Colorado water law wildlife
habitat (including fisheries) is considered a beneficial use.
Arguments from other District
Board members, previous managers and legal counsel, asserted that
while the Closed Basin Project was
initiated as a salvage project, it is
not just about salvage. Established
by Congress, it was created for sal-

vaging, regulating, and furnishing
water from the Closed Basin area.
Salvage is a key term here.
Under State water law and groundwater rules, the water from salvage
wells is exempt from State regulation. Unlike the rules governing the
more recently created sub-districts
through the valley, the RGWCD
does not have a water right to replenish groundwater pumped, nor
is it required to.
Godfrey maintains the intent
of the various documents establishing the Closed Basin Project
prohibits “mining” water. The argument is based in the spirit of the
language that continually asserts
“no injury” to existing senior water
rights holders.
Groundwater mining is the
removal, or withdrawal, of water in
the natural ground over a period of
time that exceeds the recharge rate
of the supply aquifer. She and her
neighbors assert that the continuous pumping over the past three
decades has created depletion of water under 130,000 acres by redirecting recharge from natural processes
into well fields within the Closed
Basin Project.

There are many factors at play
that support the request to re-evaluate and study the data that has
been collected from the monitoring
wells over the past few decades. The
hydrologic cycle teaches the continuous movement of water on, above
and below the surface of the Earth.
Water is always in movement.
Today in the midst of debates
about climate change, along with
changes in precipitation over the
years, it is not too much to ask that
decisions made 50 years ago be
re-visited. Water is always changing
states between liquid, vapor, and
ice, with these processes happening
in the blink of an eye and over millions of years.
At the RGWCD meeting on
January 21, the Board members
voted to instruct the manager of
the District to make some inquiries
with hydrologists and explore the
possible costs of reviewing the data
already collected for Stages 4 and 5.
Mirage definition: an optical
phenomenon, especially in the desert or at sea, by which the image
of some object appears displaced
above, below, or to one side.
*https://www.rgwcd.org
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Saguache County Firewise update
by Daniel S. Johnson,
Saguache County
Firewise Program
Winter is one of the best times
to prepare for wildfires for many
reasons. One is that the trees being
pruned won’t bleed as much because
the sap is concentrated in the roots.
Another is that any beetles in the
cambium layer will be dormant and
less likely to fly to other trees when
their host tree is cut. Also, chances of starting a fire from chainsaw
sparks are nearly zero.
At the Firewise public meeting on January 11 residents viewed
a video of the Spring Creek Fire
which burned 140 structures and
became the third-largest wildfire
in Colorado history, just 50 miles
south of Crestone. The narrative
focussed on which houses burned,
which survived and why. Fire clips
showed pinion pine forests blowing
up with flames; photos examined
the difference between heavy-handed mitigation projects around Flagstaff, AZ, and the super-light techniques being employed in the Baca
common areas. The goal has to be a
happy medium, where thinning can
slow a wildfire but not resemble a
1980-style logging tract.
The priority species we
are protecting include ponderosa
pines and narrowleaf cottonwoods.
Many of these heritage species are
so crowded by junipers that they’ve
been weakened from lack of nutrients and water. Matie Belle Lakish added a botanist’s view about
the spread of juniper saplings from
birds eating the berries, which are

planted from their droppings. Since
the prolific junipers have shallow
root systems, she contends, they
suck up all the water near the surface, therefore robbing the thirsty
cottonwoods, especially in drought
years. For that reason, plus the fact
that they can ladder fire from the
surface up into the canopies, younger junipers are a chief target in most
common areas.
Benjamin Byer gave a quick
report on the monthly Crestone
town cleanup days. Due to the prevalence of historic wooden structures and decades of overgrowth,
Crestone is highly vulnerable to
fire and an action plan is evolving
between the Firewise Team and
the Crestone volunteer committee. Since most structures are destroyed by the ember shower out in
front of a running wildfire, a single
firebreak cannot alleviate the risk
of spot fires starting throughout
town. Thinning must take place in
numerous strategic locations and
around structures.
The Baca Grande POA continues to develop their common
area treatment plan, including
critical areas downslope from clustered housing. A current example
of the association’s efforts is nearing completion in Willow Park and
will demonstrate that we can slow
fire spread and still retain natural beauty. In cooperation with the
Baca Grande Water and Sanitation
District, the association is also improving firebreaks in common areas
with water and sewer easements.
Chief Jim Vanderpool points out

patient story

A pinion-juniper forest burns near Craig, Colorado, in 2017

that the POA has a responsibility to
mitigate along roadways, particularly near intersections, to increase
visibility and reduce the chances
that evacuees and first responders
would have to pass through a wall
of flame. Given current conditions,
and historically deferred mitigation
work, right-of-way thinning alone
may take a number of years. The
association’s Firewise committee is
reportedly working hard to get the
word out about the need for wildfire
risk reduction.
As the weather allows, folks
will see our crews working around
structures and along roadways.
Please slow down if you see workers
and be patient if we have to close
the road for a few minutes for your
safety as we drop a larger tree. For
a free wildfire hazard assessment of
your home, call 719-480-9764.

The 2019 Saguache County Firewise Team

“I think it is impossible to
have a less than
stellar experience at
Harding dental.
Everything just goes
perfectly all the time,
every time.“ -D.D.

Call (719) 480-9764 for free wildfire hazard assessment

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS

Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team
South Fork

138 Ponderosa Drive
South Fork, CO

719.873.6021

Alamosa

688 Del Sol Drive
Alamosa, CO

719.298.3373

ha rd in g d e n t a lg ro u p .c o m

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS
MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS
MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD • ORTHODONTICS
@HardingDentalGroup

@HardingDental

Dan Frelka

719-256-1100
dfrelka@bacatech.com
Ask me about
satellite internet
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Crestone Performance welcomes
new board members

Functional
Nutrition
Therapy
by Cheryl Waschenko
Our culture has vastly underestimated the power of food in
the prevention of disease and the
healing of our bodies. The time is
ripe to reject the notion that “your
diet has nothing to do with your
symptoms” and fully embrace the
power of food as medicine.
As a Nutrition Therapy Practitioner, I counsel and educate my
clients on how to deeply nourish
themselves for optimal cognitive
and physical health and wellbeing.
Nutrient-dense real food, together with restorative sleep and
daily movement, are the best tools
for bringing our bodies back into
balance and healing chronic symptoms.
Our digestion, immune system, energy levels, moods, libido and sleep are all intimately
linked with the foods we consume,
lifestyle choices and stress level.
Many of us are overfed yet profoundly undernourished. Psuedo-foods, laced with chemicals and
sugar, have replaced real food. Is it
any wonder we don’t feel well?

Cheryl Waschenko,

Together we can optimize
your digestion, hydration, blood
sugar regulation, and mineral and
fatty acid balance. You can sleep
soundly and wake up refreshed.
I take a food-based bio-individual approach because each of us is
unique and what is nourishing for
one person can be detrimental to
another. I will teach you how to
interpret the signals your exquisitely wise and sensitive body is
sending so we can get to the root
cause of the imbalances that you
are experiencing.
This work is about nourishment on all levels of your being. I
have plenty of strategies, information, science, protocols and recipes
to share, but all of this depends
on you finding your willingness to
heal and thrive—so you can show
up in this world the way you want
to, with all your many gifts. That
is after all what the world is waiting for.

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL
LIGHT CHAMBER
wMind Stabilization
wSacred Sound
wLiving Color Immersion wTactile Vibration
wEssential Aroma
wDeep Silence

(719) 937-7755

www.thelightchamber.com

“I have decided to stick
to love…Hate is too
great a burden to bear.”
- Martin Luther King Jr.

by Tom Dessain
Crestone Performances Inc. is
shakin’ it up with three new board
members, a new president and new
energy. I thought it would be a plus
for you to meet us.
News flash! For the first time
in our 18-year history, we have a
brand new president who is also
a brand new board member. This
would be Peter Van Horn, music
teacher at Moffat School. Peter was
surprised but delighted to be nominated and we are all excited with
our new big guy. Peter brings a
wealth of goodies including youth,
music industry experience, nice attitude, guitars and long hair.
Another new addition is our
new board secretary Lucia Waterman. Lucia began coming to Crestone in the 90s, and moved here
in 2018. She has spent her career
doing social work and community
building, and is a strong supporter
of the arts. Lucia is our token normal person as everyone else on the
board and staff are musicians. A
little sanity is good.
The next nubie is Macon Terry. Macon might be new to the valley but he has jumped right into
serving our local communities. He
works with the Ute Theater in Saguache with booking acts and entertainment. He is young, musical
and loves blissing out in the mountains.
Eli Dokson is our retiring
president. He has been with CPI for
twelve years and has brought his
experience with schools as a teacher
and superintendent. He is also the
only board member to ever play on
stage with one of our headliners,
Robin Ford. He still owes me.
Our Treasurer is Cheryl
Rowe and she’s been with us for
five years. She is a member of the
Americana Music Association. She
decided to buy property here after
seeing Richie Havens at the Crestone Music Festival in 2000. She
just digs us.
Vice President Peter Taylor
has been with CPI for seven years.
He was a founding member of the
Black Hills Bluegrass Festival and
runs his own video production business, Video Arts Multimedia. Don’t
tell his wife Denise, but Peter likes
being Vice President because it has

YOUTH
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAM

crestonebacaresiliency.net

the word vice in it.
Renowned musician Don
Richmond has been with CPI since
its inception. Don owns Howlin’
Dog Records in Alamosa and has
been a fountain of wisdom for us
through the years.
Lastly we say goodbye to Sarah Koehn Frey. She was with us

The CPI board from top to bottom: Peter
VanHorn, Macon Terry, Eli Dokson,
Tom Dessain, Lucia Waterman,Cheryl
Rowe, Carrie Allen and Peter Taylor.

for five years and where to now, who
can tell, but all of us wish her well.
Our continued success is
made possible through individual
donations, our sponsors and grants
from Saguache County and Colorado Creative Industries. Our sponsors are The Crestone Eagle, Orient
Land Trust, Joyful Journey Hot
Springs, Manitou Institute, the
Sand Dunes Swimming Pool, San
Luis Valley Federal Savings, First
Street Flooring, Amicas Pizza and
the Heart of the Rockies Medical
Center. For info please see crestfest.org and/or give us a call at 719256-4533. Our address is PO Box 6,
Crestone, CO 81131. Stay tuned!

YEP

719-256-4533

www.crestfest.org crestfest@crestfest.org

2019 Community Events
Supported by CPI
Crestone Fourth of July Crestone Energry Fair
Saguache Pow Wow Saguache Fall Festival
SLV Cancer Walk NHN Cabin Fever
Co

Carnival @ Moffat Schools theme join
fun!
Thursday February 13th!

New 2020
Board of Directors!
President - Peter VanHorn
Vice President - Peter Taylor
Treasurer - Cheryl Rowe
Secretary - Lucia Waterman
Director - Eli Watson
Director - Macon Terry
Director - Don Richmond

Thank you to our AMAZING Sponsors!

Visit us on Facebook! https://tinyurl.com/yayykpdl

Manitou
Foundation
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Haidakhandi
Universal
Ashram news

Sri Aurobindo
Learning Center
The primordial flaring forth
by Dr. Eric Weiss
One of the greatest generalizations to emerge from centuries of scientific exploration is the
idea that this universe in which
we find ourselves is an evolution. It’s worth taking a moment
to think more deeply about this.
We can survey, in our minds, the
entire history of this universe
from its Primordial Flaring Forth
(the Big Bang) all the way to the
present, and see a sweeping process in which the forms of beings
become more and more complex
(from subatomic “particles” to human beings) and in which the consciousness of beings becomes progressively deeper and richer.
In popular thought, there is
a conflict between the notion of
evolution and the notion of a Divine Presence in the universe, but
both Teilhard de Chardin and Sri
Aurobindo realized that evolution,
the fact that the universe is not
random, but is going somewhere, is
in itself a mark of Divine Purpose
infusing everything that we see.

From this point of view, human beings (and perhaps some
other species, like whales and
dolphins) are at the growing tip
of the evolutionary process. Sri
Aurobindo suggests that as beings
in the evolution become more complex and more richly conscious,
they are actually becoming more
divine. So the next step after
humanity is the emergence of a
species that is fully aware of and
aligned with the Divine Purpose in
evolution. It is the labor towards
the emergence of this “Life Divine”
that constitutes spiritual practice,
or “yoga.”
This is a liberating vision
of the cosmos, in which scientific examination shows the world
to be an evolution, in which the
fact of evolution discloses the Divine Immanence, and in which our
spiritual practice is the continuation, in human terms, of the cosmic process which has brought us
into being.
eric@ericweiss.com

Dr Kim Engard ND, LAc
Now in Crestone Area Full-Time
Accepting New Patients-Discounts for Valley Residents

Holistic Medicine for Mind, Body & Spirit
Homeopathy/Chinese Medicine/Physical Medicine
Detox Plans/Specialty Formulations

by Ramloti
January found two of us from
the Ashram, Premanand and I, in
Florida doing fire ceremonies and
chanting. It was an inspiring time
for all and quite frankly, a nice
break from the cold weather. The
building of the long-term resident
hermitage is progressing steadily. The interior work is now being
done. We are grateful for everyShivaratri, the night of Lord Shiva, will be
one’s support. Please keep the procelebrated on Friday night, February 21
ject in your positive thoughts and
from 6pm until 1am with chanting and
prayers.
pujas.
The full-moon fire ceremony
this month is on Sunday, February
9 and the new-moon fire ceremony
is on Sunday, February 23. All fire ceremonies begin at 10am and are followed by a meal. Morning aarati is at 7am with evening aarati at 6pm.
We generally have a small fire ceremony before morning aarati at 6:25am
when there is not a big fire ceremony scheduled.
On Friday, February 21 we will celebrate Shivaratri, the night Lord
Shiva is said to be most present on the earth. We will begin with aarati at
6pm and continue with the first of four pujas to the Shiva Lingam at 7pm.
We will continue to chant and do three more pujas until 1am in the morning. You are welcome to join us for any or all of the evening as it is a very
sacred time.
Spring Navratri, the Divine Mother Festival, will begin this year on
Wednesday, March 25 and continue until Thursday, April 2. During this
time we have daily fire ceremonies at 10am followed by discourses on the
Divine Mother and lunch. We also have special pujas and chanting most
of the morning on these days. Call the Ashram at 719-256-4108 for more
information.
The Maha Lakshmi Shop is full of wonderful items from India and is
open every day from 9am until 4pm. We invite you to come in and if you
mention this article, we will happily give you a 10% discount on all nonsale items. We deeply appreciate your support. Our shop website has many
items on-line at http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.
Please visit the Ashram website at www.babajiashram.org to find out
more about the Ashram. We invite you to visit the Ashram, as we love to
share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s home with others. Give us a call at 719256-4108 for more information.

(719) 428-3178
Corner of T Road and HWY 17 (Moffat)
www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com

Full Food Menu &
Weekly Specials

Winter Shop Hours
9am-4pm.
P.O. Box 88
83 North Baca Grant Way
Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917
sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

10% off to our
Eagle readers
if you mention
this ad.

Admission Rates:
Adults - $15
Children (Ages 3-12) - $10
Seniors, College, Military
(Ages 65+) - $12
Children 2 & under - FREE

Maha Lakshmi Shop
Incense, scarves, shawls, saris,
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers,
prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs,
malas, books, purses, statues,
clothes, punjabi suits, & more.
Store Hours: 9am - 5pm
Call: (719) 256-4108
email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org
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CEOLP: Notes from the pyre
Many inquiries come in to
Informed Final Choices (IFC) and
the Crestone End of Life Project
(CEOLP), and the CEOLP/IFC
boards would like to give everyone
the benefit of our replies. So here
is some information you may find
useful about the services of these
sister organizations.
Does
CEOLP
support
choices such as natural burial
or conventional cremation?
Yes. The CEOLP volunteers
are available to assist the deceased’s
family or legal representative with
implementing a family-directed
home funeral and/or natural burial
ceremony. CEOLP volunteers offer
the same services for those wishing
to have the deceased in repose at
home, to be later transported by a
mortuary service or the family to
a location for either conventional
burial or cremation.
How do I register with
CEOLP? If I have registered
with CEOLP, how do I make
edits or additions to my paperwork?
Denise Peine is the current
CEOLP registrar. You can request
forms by calling Denise at 719-2564644 or by visiting our website, informedfinalchoices.org, where the
forms are available for download.
These are in PDF format so they
can be completed online and then
downloaded and printed.
If you want to make changes
to your previously completed registration forms, contact Denise or
send the changes to her attention
at: CEOLP Registrar, PO Box 1238,
Crestone CO, 81131.

How do I learn more about
completing Advance Directives, Patient’s Rights, writing
Legacy Letters or setting up a
care circle?
Informed Final Choices is currently sponsoring an 8-week course
called LeaveLight, which meets
every Saturday through February
from 10:30am to 12:30pm at the
Baptist Church Fellowship Hall.
The LeaveLight guide/workbook
provides a holistic view of how to
complete end-of-life documents
such as living wills and preparatory tasks including making decisions about the type of disposition
or memorial ceremony you might
want. To learn more about participating in the course or purchasing
a workbook, contact Marcella Friel,
gomarcella@gmail.com.
Where can I find out more
about end-of -life issues in
general and more specifically
about Informed Final Choices
and Crestone End of Life Project?
Visit our comprehensive website:
www.informedfinalchoices.
org. We also invite everyone to our
open meeting the second Wednesday of each month at 7pm at the
Church of the Little Shepherd Fellowship Hall. Address any questions to ceolp.info@gmail.com or
informedfinalchoices@gmail.com.
IFC/CEOLP also maintains an
extensive library available to the
community at large: books, CDs,
and DVDs on end-of-life issues. For
directions, email IFC or CEOLP at
the addresses above.

Crestone End of Life Project

Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

P O B o x 1 2 3 8 , C r e s to n e , C O 8 1 1 3 1
www.informedfinalchoices.org • 719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com

“When the time comes to die,
make sure that all you have to do is die.” -- Jim Elliot
Monthly open meeting Wednesday, February 12th, at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone. Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

❖ Emergencies Welcome
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

Permanent Crowns

prepared and delivered in one appointment
All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142
Modern Technology
Digital X-Rays

Barbara Hoeppner paints the town red marking new donations to fund Living Wisdom
Village.

News from Living Wisdom Village
by Tom deMers
Affordable housing for seniors
in Crestone, also known as Living
Wisdom Village (LWV), took several
important steps forward in January.
On January 6 the Town of Crestone
Planning Commission unanimously
approved the preliminary plan for a
Planned Unit Development (PUD)
application. The PUD is an approval the project must have before the
LWV land, now under contract, can
be purchased. The PUD is actually
an application process created by
the Town which allows it to incorporate developments outside the
scope of residential homes. The process has two parts. Phase One is a
preliminary approval whereby the
scope and nature of the concept are
approved. In effect, the Town says
“Yes, we agree this project would be
good for Crestone.”
Phase Two includes the final
design plan and comes after architects and engineers have been engaged to provide specifics. Its focus
is the physical reality of the developed property, things like storm
water drainage, septic and electric
lines, parking areas, dwelling types
and dimensions, etc. Phase Two assures the Town that the project’s
footprint and construction specifics
have been properly addressed. The
PUD application was submitted by
Crestone Peak Community Housing, the local non-profit that proposes to build and operate Living
Wisdom Village.
After the Planning Commission recommended approval, the
application was forwarded to the
Town Trustees who are responsible

for giving it final approval. At their
January 13 meeting the Trustees
received the application, and after
a brief discussion set it for a public hearing at their next meeting,
February 10. The PUD regulations
stipulate that a public hearing be
part of the application process.
CPCH board director Kirsten
Schreiber urges all interested
parties to attend the February 10
hearing which is scheduled for 1pm
at the Town assembly room.
Donations to purchase the
land came in steadily over the
holidays, and the total is rising;
the board thanks everyone who
contributed. As of this writing,
$19,000 has been made or pledged,
an amount that includes a donor
match that multiplies all donations up to $10,000 by three. CPCH
hopes someone will push that limit and is happily accepting donations of any amount. There is still
plenty of time for you to help raise
the monetary temperature on the
fund-raising billboard! You can see
it on the fence in front of the Crestone Firehouse!

Biodynamic
Craniosacral Therapy
Amulya DAWN Beechwood
RCST®, LMT, CEIM

illuminatedtherapies.com
relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

719-256-4743
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Coming together at the food bank

Messages from the
heart of God
Free Spirit Christian Church
as received by Earl LeRoy
Your new life
As you celebrate My birth, do
not forget to celebrate the new life
I have brought to everyone who receives Me in their hearts. This is
why I became a Man so you can be
born again of My Holy Spirit. II
Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if anyone is in Jesus Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things become
new!”. You must be born again of My
Spirit in order to enter the kingdom
of God. John 3:3 “Verily, Verily, I say
unto you, Except a person be born
again of water and of My Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God.”
Humanity is tired and confused all over the world. The time
is now when man’s strength will not
overcome any more and every man
who tries to overcome in his own
strength will fall short. People’s
hearts will fail and their strength
will not be enough.
But there is hope for all! I have
said that in the last days I will pour
out My Spirit over all flesh. Those
who will trust and obey Me (Jesus), will be overcomers and will be
among those who will do exploits in
My Name and bless the many who
are desperate and in need. Those
who do not receive the outpouring
but insist on making it on their own,
will fall and fail and go into great
destruction.
You do not know what lies
ahead of you. The greatest revival
or the greatest awakening of the
past will pale in comparison to what
I have in store for those who will
receive My Spirit without measure.
The outpouring of My Spirit will be
like Niagara Falls at its greatest
flow. Men will not be able to contain
it, manage it or even steer it in any
way. You will be led by My Spirit
into all truth, and you will do My
works just like I did them. You will
not have time to think, but you will
respond to the move of My Spirit
and My Glory will be glorious.

You ask,
“How do we
prepare for this so we can be ready?”
Learn to worship in spirit and in
truth. Learn to enter into My Most
Holy Presence, and learn to stand
in My Glory so I can move through
you to touch the masses. You cannot
train yourselves for this event, but
you must surrender to the direction
of My Holy Spirit. Rom 8:1 There
is therefore now no condemnation
to them which are in Christ Jesus,
who walk not after the flesh, but
after the Spirit. Rom 8:14 For as
many as are led by the Spirit of God,
they are the sons of God.
I have not given you a Spirit of
fear, but of love, power and a sound
mind. You have all you need to enter
into the last days. Now rest in Me
and My power and Love.
Love, Jesus

dividuals too numerous to name,
to the Crestone Merc, Elephant
Cloud, Dharma Ocean, the Ashram, Chokurei Ranch, the Manitou
Foundation and everyone else who
has brought food, or donated money,
to the food bank. Thanks, always, to
the Saguache County Commissioners, for their ongoing grant support.
A donation bin is now located
outside the food bank, on the west
side of the Merc. Though it is helpful if you bring donations on days
that we are open, you are welcome
to drop off non-perishable foods at
any time that is convenient for you.
The Crestone Food Bank is
open from 10am to noon every
Wednesday and on the last Saturday of the month.
One of our continuing goals
is to serve shut-ins or anyone who
is unable to get to the food bank.
Please let us know if you, or anyone
you know, needs this service. You
can email us at crestonefoodbank@
lapuente.net or call 539-7740.

EARS 2 U
Hearing Aid Services
Our Specials

Entry Level Hearing device Special

www.coloradohearingaid.com

Our Locations
Alamosa Office

• $895 per hearing aid
• This device will fit your budget to get you
back in the conversation!

2101 Main Street, Alamosa
719-587-9820

SoundLens In the Canal Hearing Aids

190 Talisman Drive, Ste C-3
Pagosa Springs
970-731-4554

• 100% custom made to fit your ear
• Self Learning, SoundLens gradually and
automatically learns patient volume
control preferences
• $500 Off advanced digital hearing aids

Pagosa Springs Office

• Free Hearing Tests available by appointment

"Messages from the heart of God" is
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church
Corner of Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

Sunday Services
Prayer Services Thur & Fri
Food Bank Tuesdays
Events at Crestone Baptist Church:
Bible Study Wed
Prayer Breakfast every 3rd Saturday

With close to a hundred people
shopping in a very small space, food
disappears from the shelves faster
than you can turn around.
We’ve never had so many folks
needing help here in the Crestone/
Baca area. The simple reason is
that everything costs more and
most of us aren’t earning enough to
keep up. We’re either on fixed income, stuck in a low-paying job or
unable to find work at all.
As one of 15 members of the
Food Bank Network of the San Luis
Valley, the Crestone Food Bank is
supported by La Puente. Resources
are stretched thin, however, at the
Alamosa-based nonprofit, and food
is in short supply.
We’ve never had more people
stepping up to help here in Crestone, and we are immensely grateful for the outpouring of community
donations.
Thanks to your support,
we are able to keep the food bank
shelves stocked. Thank you to in-

3:00 pm
12:30-2:00 pm
2-4 pm
6:00 pm
8:00 am

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions.

• Walk-ins welcome
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Ryan Hickman

What food is crazy about Valentine’s
Day chocolates?
A cocoa-nut.
What was the French cat’s favorite
Valentine’s Day dessert?
Chocolate mousse
What did Frankenstein say to his girlfriend on Valentine’s Day?
Be my Valenstein.
Why was the trashcan sad?
He / she was dumped

What did one piece of string say to the
other piece of string?
Will you be my Valen-twine?
What is a ram’s favorite song on February 14th?
I only have eyes for ewe, dear.
What does a carpet salesman give his
wife for Valentine’s Day?
Rugs and kisses.
Which animal shares the most love?
A heartvaark
What do you get when you cross a dog
with a valentine card?
A card that says “I love you drool-ly”
What happened when the two tennis
players met?

Ryan in front of his collection of recyclables before redemption. photo courtesy
of: Bykalot [CC BY-SA (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0)]

It was lob at first sight.
What did the boy bear say to the girl
bear on Valentine’s Day?
I love you beary much.
What did the painter say to his girlfriend?
“I love you with all my art.”
Knock, knock.
Who’s there?
Alec.
Alec who?
Alec to kiss your cheek.
Knock Knock.
Who’s there?
Atlas.
Atlas who?
Atlas, it’s Valentine’s Day.
What does someone who loves their car
do on February 14?
They give it a valenshine.

Match the teddy bears to their shadows

m a z e

Word Search

In 2012, at age 3, Ryan Hickman went with his father to the local
recycling center and cashed in a few
bags of cans and bottles. The next
day, he informed his parents that he
wanted to give empty plastic bags to
all the neighbors so they could save
recyclables for him. They did, and
it spiraled outward from there. Soon
the neighbor’s friends were saving
recyclables for Ryan, then their
friends and coworkers, and today 6
years later, he has customers all over
Orange County, CA. where he lives.
Ryan’s story when
went viral in 2016,
and he has now become something of
a celebrity. He has appeared on ABC
World News, the Ellen DeGeneres
Show, Good Morning America, The
Today Show and Australia’s Channel
7 Sunrise morning show, and these
are just a few of his appearances and
2017 his hometown ,
interviews. In 2017,
San Juan Capistrano, gave him their
Citizen of the Year award.
Today Ryan spends part of every week sorting recyclables, and he
and his father regularly take them by
the truckload to the recycling center. To learn more about Ryan, go to
www.ryansrecycling.com.
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Sponsor of Moffat School News
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719-589-6653

Moffat School news
by Morgan Dokson
It was a great January! Students and staff returned from their
holiday breaks and began to focus
on closing out the second quarter
successfully. The new quarter offered five new classes for our high
school students to choose from: Robotics, Junior Seminar, Home Economics, English 121 and Sculpting. The latter two classes will be
taught for college credit by our very
own Ms. Melinda Calihan and Mr.
Jack Sciacca. In addition, many
students have also signed up to
take concurrent enrollment courses through Trinidad State Junior
College which will potentially save

them huge amounts of time and
money if they choose to attend college in their future.
February will be a very busy
month for all Cowboys as we host
our Homecoming game and dance
and close out the Men’s and Women’s basketball seasons.
Please join us on Thursday,
February 13 for our Family Math
Literacy Night in conjunction with
the Crestone Performances Carnival and the Homecoming Bonfire
and Chilli Cookoff provided by our
Senior Class.
Hope to see you all soon and
Go Cowboys!

Crestone Charter School

Elementary school students get into an assembly.

Moffat School student Cheyenne Hunter and teacher Mr. Sciacca take aim.

A cure for small-townitis
We have an exciting update! The Crestone Charter School has designated $60,000 to kick-start a student-led campaign to build a Youth
Cabin on the CCS Campus. The Crestone Youth Initiative (CYI), a partnership between the Crestone Charter School, parents and the student
body spearheading the search for A Cure for Small-Townitis.*
Because there is not a lot to do in our small town, teens struggle to
find new and interesting ways to spend their time. Parents and teachers
support the construction of a safe space for our youth to create, play and
relax together, yet past efforts have fizzled. Because the building will
be on school property, the CCS community will maintain and update the
building and supervise youth activities. In addition, the school can utilize the cabin during school hours, as we often need extra space for the
community-sponsored LINK mentorships.
Donations are needed to raise the remaining funds so please spread
the word and share with your networks. We only need $10,000 more to
make it happen.
The Crestone Charter
School thanks you for your
continuous support of our community school.
* Please check out the video, A Cure for Small Townitis,
produced by our very own CCS
youth. Just take a photo of this
QR code with your smartphone
and it will link you to the
YouTube video or go to www.
youtube.com/watch?v=FODMHonSZIw
To donate: https://paypal.
me/CrestoneCharter

Charter School students Raven WIllis, Max VanHorn, Stuart Valley and Caylo Seals.

Addante Chiropractic, PC

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment
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Chopper dog, a miracle story
with a happy Crestone ending
by Alix Novack
It was a week before Thanksgiving and my heart just sank
when I read the social media post:
“Urgent need, Boxer-mix dumped
at a high kill shelter in Los Angeles
by his family because he is ‘too old’
and he is now red-listed.” Chopper’s picture showed a handsome
boy looking sad. I pondered what
this little guy might be thinking—
was I a bad dog, is that why I am in
this strange place with unpleasant
smells, loud noises, scared and confused?
I felt a calming and guiding
presence that helped me make up
my mind that I had to do something to help this pup no matter
what. I contacted Jackie at the Los
Angeles shelter with a barrage of
questions. Jackie told me Chopper
was 7-8 years old, that he was one
of her favorites . . . sweet, needy,
clingy, licking her face constantly. I
told Jackie I was going to get him
outta there before Christmas. Her
voice sounded hollow and defeated as she said, “Please do whatever you can to help. ” I don’t think
Jackie believed me and I’m not
sure I did either.
I learned that “Pilots N Paws”
is a group of private pilots who fly
dogs in immediate danger to animal
rescue groups to save them. I had
never heard of them, but I was willing try anything to help Chopper.
The clock was ticking as I
posted a request, “Rescue need-

ed for Boxer-mix from a high kill
shelter; transport requested from
Los Angeles to Albuquerque.” Approximately 2 days later I had
a response on the Pilots N Paws
transport board. A pilot named
Paul Berkovitz in Los Angeles responded that he could fly Chopper
to Phoenix. I was ecstatic! I started to make arrangements to drive
to Phoenix and bring him back to
Santa Fe, New Mexico where we
could foster him and give Chopper
a nice Christmas. My angels were
watching.
Paul said it might be ten or
more days before he could get the
plane. I was getting nervous since
2½ weeks had gone by from the
post. I had to get Chopper out before it was too late. Paul suggested
I adopt Chopper so he could pick
him up from the shelter and take
him to his pet care business “BowWow Doggie Bungalow” in Burbank
while waiting for the plane. Paul
was my new hero. He was willing
to do anything to rescue Chopper.
We sprung Chopper out of jail
on December 10 and he was safe
and sound, my newest foster kid.
I could breathe and sleep again.
Chopper had the wonderful staff
at Doggie Bow-Wow to pamper and
play with him. They sent me videos
and pictures of a happy boy. Paul
flew Chopper to Phoenix on December 20 and my amazing husband
John picked him up in Phoenix
and drove him to Santa Fe, New

Mexico. Chopper
was treated to a
double-cheeseburger and fries
from Smokey’s in
Gallup along the
way. A bond was
formed.
I rolled out
the red carpet.
Chopper had his
own room, plush
beds,
blankies,
good food and
lots of new toys.
Chopper
was
an
entertainer,
chasing his ball
around the room,
laying on his
back to show his
tummy and giving lots of slob“Chopper” is a boxer pit mix who was resued from a high kill
bery kisses. This
animal shelter in Los Angeles.
kid had personality plus.
Chopper
we believed it was the ideal situaposters went up all over town with
tion for Chopper. Albert had been
help from lots of caring friends. I
depressed since losing 2 dogs close
had hundreds of emails sent from
together. He saw something speour “Save Chopper Team”. We
cial in Chopper and wanted to save
stood in shopping malls during
him. Chopper now resides in CresChristmas week passing out posttone, Colorado where he is loved,
ers and telling his story to everyone
pampered and spoiled. Albert and
we met. Chopper would stay with
Chopper are best buds—they sleep
us as long as needed.
together every night and are insepI received a call from an anierable.
mal lover named Desiree. She had
Chopper is a true miracle stoseen Chopper’s poster the first coury. Many wonderful people helped
ple days after it was put up at a pet
along the way to save this little
food store. Desiree gave the poster
boy, and I do believe angels were
to a friend to see if he might be inwatching with an overflowing love
terested. After a week of emails,
and care that left a little Boxer-boy
phone calls, and pictures/videos bewarm, happy and now finally home.
ing sent to Desiree’s friend Albert,
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Announcing a new path for The Crestone Eagle
It’s official!

Crestone Eagle Community Media
Reader Supported • Community Reported
Dear Crestonians everywhere in the world:

We, the organizers of a campaign to preserve our newspaper in this challenging time for print journalism, have created a non-profit
entity to continue the mission of The Crestone Eagle — reliable news and information for Colorado’s upper San Luis Valley.
We ask for your assistance.
Crestone Eagle Community Media has just been declared tax-exempt by the Internal Revenue Service under 501(c)(3) of the revenue code. So your gifts are deductible.
The first challenge of Eagle Media is to buy The Crestone Eagle from Kizzen Laki, its founding publisher and beloved editor, as she
nears retirement. Next, the directors will recruit a professional editor who will be responsible for seamless continuity of the monthly
publication in consultation with Kizzen. And, the non-profit board will encourage creative use of exciting new media. Digital facsimiles
of each edition? Deep archives? Podcasts of community forums? Video features?
Yes, the Eagle will soar!
Donors will be recognized in the paper from time to time, and those who contribute $1,000 or more will receive a Charter Member
medallion. But above all, everyone will receive the gratitude of a unique and wonderful community.
To contribute, please contact Dan Frelka, PO Box 28, Crestone, CO 81131, dfrelka@gmail.com, 607-790-0021.
With thanks,
Eagle Media board of directors; Frank Judson, Daniel Frelka, Gussie Fauntleroy, Cheryl Waschenko, Peter Anderson,
Larry Calloway, Kizzen Laki, Cindy Pearson
(The Eagle Media application to the IRS is available upon request. More information on who we are including our mission statement is available
on The Crestone Eagle website www.crestoneeagle.com)

Into the future—what we want to do

The Crestone Eagle’s incorporation as a non-profit (Crestone Eagle Community Media or CECM) was recently approved by the US Internal Revenue
Service. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit, The Crestone Eagle can:
Achieve greater financial stability
The Crestone Eagle depends on advertising, subscriptions and newspaper sales for its income. The largest amount of revenue comes from advertising. The region that the Eagle serves is affected greatly by the season.
Winter sees a time of business slowdown, construction is nearly halted, as
is agriculture. Tourism is reduced and limited mostly to visits to various
spiritual centers. Businesses tighten their belts to make it through the winter and often reduce their advertising expense. To compensate, The Crestone
Eagle reduces the size of its paper during the winter and spring, reduces staff
hours, does less reporting and is hard-pressed to pay its bills. Yet there is
still a community need for news, information and public service promotion.
Becoming a non-profit allows grants, donations and sustaining memberships
to keep the newspaper viable.
Changing technology has affected how people get their news. Newspapers now need to have a strong website presence to attract and keep readers.
The Crestone Eagle needs to have a stronger website presence and more immediate reporting. Funding from grants, donations and sustaining memberships
will permit this, putting the newspaper on a more secure financial footing.
It can then take advantage of modern communication technologies, engaging
younger readers.
Sustain and enhance our coverage
The Crestone Eagle is known for its in-depth reporting, especially on important environmental and social concerns in our region. The Crestone Eagle
also reports on the spiritual centers which make this community so unique. It
explores their philosophies and spiritual teachings. In-depth interviews with
world-traveled individuals and visiting teachers add great depth to this news/
magazine and enrich its readership. These articles are a feature of the Eagle
that makes it unique and beloved by its readership. All of this reporting is
expensive. Sustaining memberships could sponsor the kind of research and
reporting which a small town for-profit newspaper can’t afford.
Support economic well-being
The Crestone Eagle will continue to support our community and region.
Saguache County is one of the poorer counties of Colorado. It is very rural. Job
opportunities are few. Many people who move here must bring their income
with them. Trying to serve such a large region that is so rural and low-income
is difficult for both public and private agencies. Communication from these
agencies to the public is always needed. For health and safety, it is essential.
This is a job that newspapers do as a public service. Yet, newspapers have their
own overhead costs that must be met. There is only so much they can give
away. Sustaining memberships and foundation grants can help a non-profit
publication like The Crestone Eagle provide the community service that has
always been a big part of its mission.
Upgrade our community presence
With support from grants, donations, and sustaining memberships, The
Crestone Eagle can improve its reporting and continue to educate and inform
the public. It will continue to upgrade technology and to retain and train its
employees; improve its website and social media presence thus being visible,
relevant and viable in an age of “instant news”; reach more readers and potential visitors from all around the world, thereby continuing to assist the
economics of the region; continue taking years of articles, research, and archival and resource material and uploading this material to the website for
easy access.

Find new ways to support our community
CECM could partner with our local schools to provide mentorships in writing, journalism, technology, graphic design and photography. Crestone Charter
School and Moffat School students could benefit from hands-on learning. The
Eagle may be able to connect with regional colleges to offer credits and support.
CECM’s website could provide broad content and links to numerous spiritual,
health and learning centers. Crestone is known around the world for these centers.
The website could serve as a hub to make information and links available.

The Eagle crew and their furry friends in August 2019. (front) Carrie, Janet, Diane, Cliff,
photo by Lisa Cyriacks
(back) Jennifer, Kizzen, and Shoshannah.

CECM could expand its support for other community non-profits such as
the Baca/Crestone Library, Crestone Performances, Neighbors Helping Neighbors, the Community Food Bank, the Living Wisdom Council, the Trails Coalition, youth programs, the Crestone and Saguache museums, the Communities
that Care Program, and the Crestone Energy Fair.
CECM could seek grants and outside funding to publish a regional tourist guide for Saguache County.
CECM will allow for donations, grants and sustaining memberships. The
hard work of our local board of directors will ensure that this community media
resource continues to fairly represent and serve the needs of the broader community. Their input and ideas will enrich, guide and support The Crestone Eagle
as it continues to serve our community in the 21st century.
What we need:
Crestone Eagle Community Media (CECM) is seeking financial support from
grants, sustaining memberships, and tax-deductible donations.
CECM is currently raising funds in order to purchase The Crestone Eagle business. As of November 1, 2019, CECM has committed donations for approximately 25% of the funds to
do that. If you would like to pledge or make a donation and help the Eagle soar into
the 21st century, please contact Dan Frelka, the CECM Secretary Treasurer.
Daniel Frelka
PO Box 28, Crestone, CO 81131, dfrelka@gmail.com, 607-790-0021
With great thanks,
The Crestone Eagle
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Mosca, Colorado:
Then & now
by Mary Lowers
One of the biggest revelations
I came across when researching this
story is that Mosca, the small unincorporated town south of Hooper and
north of Alamosa, while it is indeed
named for Mosca Pass which can be
seen from the little town east across
the valley to the Great Sand Dunes
. . . it does not in fact mean Fly, CO.
It turns out, the pass was actually
named for an early Spanish explorer
Luis de Moscoso Alvarado and not
stamped by ignorant Anglos with the
strange name of Fly, CO, which is how
the corruption of Moscoso into Mosca
translates. This was a relief to me.
The trail over Mosca Pass went
from a route heavily used by indigenous people to a road traversed by
early Spanish/Mexican and then
American
settlers. Luther Bean
in his history, Land of the Blue Sky
People, says of the historic trail, “It
left the Trappers Trail at Badito on
the Huerfano River and followed the

The advent of the railroads’
incursion into the SLV, chiefly the
Denver and Rio Grande Railroad
(D&RG), accelerated settlement and
marketing of the valley to hopeful
farmers and entrepreneurs. The town
we know as Mosca was first settled in
the 1880s by a group of settlers from
Illinos who named the burg Streator
after their old home town. Streator
got its post office in 1888. As land
speculators or developers bought up
opportunities in real estate, they established so called “town companies”
which platted streets, brought in services, and sold the new communities
off to hopeful immigrants. Streator
was swallowed up by a town company that changed the town’s name to
Mosca. The new town got a post office
in 1890.
The name change from Streator
to Mosca was part of a big marketing
campaign in the northern SLV fueled
by the extension of the D&RG railroad from Villa Grove along the path

Bird’s eye view of Mosca. 

from the book San Luis Valley, an Illustrated History by A. R. Pelton

In the 1880s Mosca had high hopes for the future, but drought and poor soil conditions
caused the area’s defeat as a farm center. 
Denver Public Library,



The Mosca Roller Mills. 

stream westward toward its source
passing near the towns of Farista,
Gardner, and Redwing. It crossed the
Sangre de Cristo Mountains through
Mosca Pass sometimes called Robdeaux Pass. At the west end of the
pass, it skirted south of the Sand
Dunes and branched, one road turning southward and the other branch
turning toward Saguache and Cochetopa Pass.”
In 1871 a toll road was built
over Mosca Pass which included a
stage station and a supply town right
at the base of the pass. The town,
called Mosca, got a post office in 1890.
The road however failed to compete
with other similar roads into the valley. The supply town of Mosca at the
base of the pass became a ghost town.
The toll road was abandoned in 1901
when the railroads came into the San
Luis Valley (SLV). The flooding which
hit the state in 1911 destroyed what
remained of the road. The toll road is
now a forest trail.

Western History Department photo from the book
The San Luis Valley, Land of the Six Armed Cross, Second Edition

from the book San Luis Valley an Illustrated History

of our Hwy. 17, to Alamosa. Land
speculators/developers such as the
infamous TC Henry bought up rich
farmland around the Hooper/Mosca
area like crazy, creating irrigation
systems and mapping and platting
real estate. A railroad depot was constructed in Mosca and according to
Virginia McConnel Simmons in her
history of the SLV, this Mosca Depot
was where ranchers drove their herds
ready-for-market across the eastern
sandy plains. This livestock drive
was made up of large numbers of cattle and sheep from the area of Zapata and Medano, near Blanca Peak.
“Livestock were shipped by freight
from the depot. It was even suggested
at the time that a railroad over Mosca
Pass would transform Mosca into an
important railroad junction.”
The Mosca Land and Farm
Company boomed. They set up a tenant farm to attract labor and hired
folks with insufficient capital to buy
their own land to work the farm. The

Artesian well in the San Luis Valley.
 from the book Land of the Blue Sky People,

Bi-Centennial Edition by Lester E. Bean.

marketing made the SLV seem like
heaven on earth with easily cultivated land and a healthful climate.
By 1891 Mosca could boast about
having a flour mill. The Roller Mills
flour processing facility in Mosca was
the largest in the SLV, boasting a seven-hundred-and-fifty-barrel capacity.
In the 1890s farmers in the
Hooper/Mosca area began to grow
wheat. Subirrigation, which was
used back then, increased crop yield.
That fueled the development of grain
elevators and flour mills. According
to Luther Bean, “farmers found they
could not grow wheat every year due
to decreased yield and quantity. Subirrigation brought up the alkali and

some of the soil became waterlogged.”
About 1900 alfalfa became a new crop
grown in the SLV. Potatoes have been
grown here since earliest settlement
by Spanish and later Mexican farmers. All of the above-mentioned crops
flourished around Mosca.
At the turn of the twentieth century the town of Mosca had two grain
elevators, two lumber yards, two hotels, two barbers, two blacksmiths,
two druggists, two lumber yards, two
churches and one saloon. The town’s
first newspaper, the Mosca Herald,
began in the town’s early days and
was published in various forms until
the first decade of the 1960s.
In 1891 AR Pelton of Salida
published the San Luis Valley Illustrated which was republished in
2003 by Ron Kessler with the Adobe
Village Press in Monte Vista. It is a
historically accurate facsimile. This
volume was definitely a sales tool encouraging SLV development and land
sales. Pelton writes, “Although but a
year old, Mosca is the largest town
in Costilla County (it is in Alamosa
County now but there was no Alamosa County until March 8, 1913!),
and is the largest town on the D&RG
Villa Grove extension. It does double
the amount of shipping of any other
shipping point.”
Mosca also boasted a school that
included a high school, which was
unusual at the turn of the twentieth
century when most people only went
to school through the eighth grade.
A town literary society met weekly.
continued on page B-10
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by Kim Malville
February 1: This is the month
to fall in love with Venus, appearing brilliant and steady above the
southwestern horizon. Throughout
the month it will appear higher and
higher in the sky, becoming ever
more impressive.
February 7: Soon after sunset, look to the southwest for a great
view of Venus high and bright in the
sky, and Mercury beneath it.
February 9: Full moon
February 23: New moon
February 27: This evening
will be a wonderful picture opportunity. The crescent moon passes Venus. Catch them some 45 minutes
after sunset, and follow them as
they sink toward the horizon.
Planet of the month: Venus
Venus is called Earth’s “sister
planet” because of our similar sizes, mass, and proximity to the Sun.
But, Venus is radically different in
other respects. It has the densest atmosphere of the four inner planets,
consisting of more than 96% carbon
dioxide. The atmospheric pressure
at the planet’s surface is nearly 100
times that of Earth, or roughly the
pressure found 3,000 ft. underwater
on Earth. Venus is by far the hottest
planet in the Solar System, with a
mean surface temperature of 863°F.
Venus is shrouded by an opaque
layer of highly reflective clouds of
sulfuric acid, preventing its surface
from being seen from space in visible
light. It may have had water oceans
in the past, but these vaporized as
the temperature rose due to a runaway greenhouse effect. Perhaps
that will happen to Earth sometime
in the future. The water has been
broken apart into hydrogen and
oxygen by the action of sunlight.
Hydrogen has been lost forever by
the planet as it is swept into interplanetary space by the solar wind.
Venus’s surface is a dry desert and

www.crestoneeagle.com

is periodically
resurfaced by
volcanism, which also releases more
carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.
Constellation of the month:
Perseus
Perseus is overhead as the sky
darkens at the start of February. It
is an extraordinary constellation for
the story it reveals with five other
constellations. Its brightest star is
a yellow-white supergiant with the
Arabic name Mirfak, which means
elbow. Hinali’i is the name of the
star in Native Hawaiian astronomy.
The name of the star is meant to
commemorate a great tsunami. According to some Hawaiian folklore,
Hinali’i is the point of separation
between the Earth and the sky that
happened during the creation of the
Milky Way.
The best-known star is Algol,
dangerous and frightening because
it varies in brightness. The heavens
were believed to be eternal and any
change was considered ominous.
What could be better than for Algol to be the awful eye of Medusa?
The Double Cluster, comprising two
open clusters near each other in the
sky, provide one of the perfect tests
for the dark sky that Mayor Danforth is championing. Look for them
to assure yourself of how lucky you
are to live under such skies.
In Greek mythology, Perseus
was the son of Danaë, the unwilling object of the affection of King
Polydectes. She was protected from
his advances by her son, Perseus.
The King felt that he could rid himself of Perseus by sending him on
a mission to behead Medusa, the
Gorgon who had a head of writhing
snakes, and whose visage caused
all who gazed upon her to turn to
stone. He believed that Perseus,
like so many others, would perish
in the attempt. By looking at the
reflection of Medusa with her head

The Heliosphere and the two Voyagers. 

Perseus holding the head of Medusa.

Perseus 

of snakes, in his polished shield,
Perseus was able to behead Medusa in her sleep. The beautiful white
winged horse Pegasus sprang out
of her headless body. Perseus continued to the realm of Cepheus
whose daughter Andromeda was to
be sacrificed to Cetus the sea monster. Perseus rescued Andromeda
from the monster by pulling the
bloody head out of its bag, showing it to the monster, who turned
to stone and sank to the bottom of
the ocean. When he returned home,
he showed King Polydectes and his
followers the head of Medusa, turning them too into stone. This amazing story of Perseus is captured
in the neighboring constellations
of Andromeda, Pegasus, Cetus,
Cepheus, and Queen Cassiopeia.
The great bubble of Sol
On November 2018 Voyager 2
passed out of the great cavity produced by the solar wind, the Heliosphere. It is a great bubble blown
up by the solar wind, which protects
us from the dangers of outer space.
Voyager 1, the faster of the two
spacecraft launched 40 years ago,

Sky and Telescope

This column sponsored by

Kim & Nancy Malville
kimmalville@hotmail.com

Measurements of gas by the Voyager
Spacecraft beyond the Heliosphere.

Sky and Telescope

Urania’s Mirror published in London 1825

go-astronomy.com

passed into interstellar space six
years earlier. Recently the results of
these two spacecraft were analyzed
to reveal the extraordinary universe
that lies outside our bubble. The
locations of these two spacecraft, as
you can see in the illustration, lie in
the bow of our moving bubble. They
find themselves in a space with hot
particles, 20x to 100x more dense
than those within the Heliosphere.
These particles are high energy cosmic rays, which were produced in
supernovae long, long ago. We are
protected from many of them by the
magnetic shield produced by the
solar wind. The boundary between
the solar system and intergalactic
space, crossed by the Voyager spacecraft, was at a distance of about 120
astronomical units (an astronomical unit is the distance between the
earth and the sun, amounting to 93
million miles).
It is a sobering thought that
this hot interstellar gas, which
these space craft have entered, contains more matter than all the stars
that lie within it. Stars are made of
our kind of matter but account for
only 7% of the mass contained in
interstellar gas. Planets, elephants,
and people account for even less, of
course. Dark energy, which continues to be a great mystery, accounts
for nearly 68% of the energy and
matter in the universe. The next
largest constituent is dark matter
which contributes 27%. Our ordinary matter accounts for only 5% of
the total. We are small and insignificant, minor players in the cosmic
drama. On the other hand, no matter how tiny we may be, our minds
seem to be able to encompass much
of that vast cosmic drama.
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Starr Sightings Astrology
Year of the Metal Rat
by Starr Sites
New beginnings
In Chinese lore, the first animal to arrive before the Jade Emperor was the Rat. His clever use of
available resources and alertness
to opportunity enabled him to triumph. Rat Years (1924, ‘36, ’48, ’60,
’72, ’84, ’96, 2008 and 2020) bring
new beginnings for each 12-year
cycle, so big changes are afoot as
this Chinese cycle coincides with a
brand new Gregorian decade!
Rat qualities
Rats are considered independent and hard-working with
strong vitality and fertility, enhancing their survival skills. They
are high-spirited, witty, alert, flexible and adaptive, as well as popular among their peers. Versatile,
charming, and sometimes aggressive, Rats tend to succeed, especially in business. They are outgoing,
clever, confident, and quick thinkers, so they can act fast to achieve
their goals. They can also lose ego
balance and become arrogant, angry, stubborn, selfish or jealous.
Instinctively they know their own
limits, so they rarely crash and
burn, but they can be quite intense
in their focus.
This sort of energy will work
well this year—fast, fickle, fantastical, intense and potentially
productive. Rat years are neither
lucky nor unlucky, but there will
be numerous opportunities —if you
can grab them. Find those who love
and support you, or you’ll be dealing
with loneliness this year. Let go of

whatever no longer serves you, and
quickly, so you can catch the new incoming wave.
Wealth
Chinese Astrology expects
2020 to be a year of economic
contraction. The way to prosper
through it, however, is to trust in
yourself, move forward with awareness, refuse to succumb to worry,
and don’t let detours or delays deter
your spirit. Use the resources available to you. Focus on content and
meaning rather than quantity. Use
your time and money wisely and invest in yourself, like furthering your
education or training, taking time
to meditate or heal, and spending
money only on what truly and permanently improves the quality of
your life and makes you happy.
Metal Rat is associated with
coins so economic concerns are likely to arise this year. Shun extravagance and start saving because
times of change and uncertainty
lie ahead. Travel, especially for
business, is favored. Many will feel
compelled to move in 2020—to find

Starr Sightings
Betsi “Starr” Sites
Astrology &
Astrocartography

505-470-9327

Western astrology
The first moments of February
reveal an exact conjunction between
a moody Moon and erratic Uranus
square an arrogant Leo Midheaven
(public exposure). Something quite
unexpected could usher in February. Ambitious Mars enters staunch
Capricorn mid-month and T-squares
inquisitive Chiron (the beleaguered
Press?) as the Trump impeachment
trial inflicts wounds on our democracy (Moon). Women suffer the most
as Venus flirts with hurtful Chiron
in curt Aries early in the month.
Concentration of planets
The planets this month are
crammed into 1/3 of the zodiac: Jupiter, Pluto and Saturn are joined by
Mars mid-month in weighty Capricorn. The Sun traverses intellectual
Aquarius until Feb. 20 before entering sensitive Pisces where it joins
dreamy Neptune and a slightly confused Mercury, retrograde since the
16th. As the Sun shifts into Pisces,
transiting Saturn conjuncts Pluto in
our National Chart, a repeat of January’s astrological signature for Impeachment, while Uranus remains
steady in Taurus.
Meanwhile, there is a huge
amount of pressure building in the
Earth’s crust, aggravated by fracking and drilling. The gravitation of
all our planets pulling on one side of
the Earth makes seismic events and
super tides quite possible. As the
February 23 New Moon conjuncts
retrograde Mercury in Pisces, the
planetary concentration is tightest.
Such intensity of focus is certain to
affect the political arena as well as
the Earth.
Happy leap year!

PO Box 364,
Crestone, CO 81131
Betsi.Sites@gmail.com

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out
Now serving choice of brown rice with
every meal.
New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour: Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm Dinner 5pm-9pm
Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa: 589-9002 Monte Vista 852-2002
Twitter @GreatEats_SLV
Menu: www.ehunans.com • www.east-westgrill.com

The Trouble Shooter
Master Builder with 44 years experience
in all phases of construction & repair

Agua Solar

David Burrill 719-588-6961
davidburrill11@gmail.com

Photovoltaic & Hot Water Solar
Design & Installation

Construction Consultation & Design

like-minded souls, new job opportunities, or escape danger.
Social
Rats work hard and play
hard. It will be an energetically
fast-paced year, so exercise, body
training, dance, and taking short
adventure trips will help keep you
strong. Develop your hobbies and
consider ways to make them profitable. Follow influential leaders you
wish to emulate. Meet new people
and join groups you resonate with
—that make you feel included, appreciated and empowered. Then
use the lonely times to know yourself better.
Romance
Not this year. The focus is on
moving forward in business. Be
patient, open-minded and practice
clear conscious communications
with existing partners. Avoid trivial arguments whenever possible.
2020 will be a year of sexuality and
passion, although new romantic
encounters will likely lack permanence. Scrutinize new alliances and
release relationships that are not
working.
Career
Streamline your career to begin the new 12-year cycle. With a
lean year ahead, plan accordingly.
Pay off debts this year or they could
become troublesome. Use wisdom,
honesty and diplomacy in business.
“Get-rich-quick” schemes will scam
many, but a true windfall may exist
if you are alert to realistic opportunities. Behind-the-scenes and service jobs should do well this year,
and determined, resolute action
based on well-thought-out plans
will likely succeed.

Building Tools Rental

Architectural & Interior Design
Sustainable | Healthy | Energy Efficient
New Construction | Renovations
Residential | Commercial
web | carriecaverly.wordpress.com
303.885.8665 | carriecaverly@gmail.com

Crestone Mountain
Crestone
Mountain
Builders llc
Builders llc
20 Years Experience Building
in theExperience
San Luis Valley
25 Years
Building
in the San Luis Valley
Design-Build
Construction
& Renovation& Renovation
Design-Build Construction
+ Concrete Foundations

Shane Caverly
(719) 239-4111
Shane
Caverly

ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
(719) 239-4111
ShaneCaverly@gmail.com

Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured
Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured

Page B-4 • The Crestone Eagle • February, 2020

www.crestoneeagle.com

The Crestone Eagle • February, 2020 • Page B-5

Page B-6 • The Crestone Eagle • February, 2020

www.crestoneeagle.com

Who We Are
Miranda Clendening:

Being the change we need to see

by Gussie Fauntleroy
“Miranda Clendening? I have
Dr. Jane Goodall on the line if
you’re willing to speak with her,”
said the voice on the phone. Miranda smiled. Of course she was willing. At 26 and living in Boulder,
she had been searching for an organization that matched her strong
desire to contribute to a more
peaceful and sustainable planet.
She’d been reading about the Jane
Goodall Institute and was inspired
by the elderly primate researcher’s
decades-long commitment to global
peace and reconnecting people with
the natural world. Miranda had
sent her a heartfelt letter in which
she thanked Goodall for opening
her eyes to ways we can make a
difference and described her own
efforts to connect with others with
Miranda Clendening.
the same goals.
Then Jane was on the phone.
She told Miranda she
has her staff pull out
letters that are particularly moving, so
she can personally
respond. “I want to
give you hope and inspiration. You understand what we need
to do,” she said. After
that, several times
when Goodall came to
Boulder to speak, she
met afterward with
the young activist
and became a mentor.
“She’s such a beautiful, humble, peaceful
woman,”
Miranda
says. “She’s in her 90s
now and has been on
a peace mission for
years.”
Learning
to
love nature & people
So has Miranda. Now 39, the Baca
resident and mother Taking part in the 2017 United Nations Interfaith and Peace
Celebration and Presentation with Tim Hobbs, cofounder of
of five (four of whom
Best of Humanity, and Ben Bowler, founder of Unity Earth.
are still at home)
traces her passion for
protecting the envition mix. A self-described dreamer,
ronment and bettering the world
even then she saw humanity as
to her own youth. Growing up in
part of a larger cosmic community.
rural Texas north of Dallas, she
As a young teen she pored over The
took every opportunity to be outUrantia Book, a 2,000-page, purside. In fact, she and her younger
portedly channeled spiritual tome
brother and sister had little choice;
that speaks of a coming paradigm
their mother would usher them
shift on Earth. Miranda thought
out the door after breakfast every
everyone saw things that way, and
non-school day, greet them back for
wanted to be among those who
lunch on the porch and then say,
would help facilitate the shift.
“See you at dinner time.” The chilImpact and engagement
dren walked or rode bikes or horses
Needing to also make a living,
for miles on the open, flat land to
she went into nursing, inspired
reach creeks or blackberry patchby a high school nurse with whom
es or pockets of trees to explore. “I
students felt comfortable opening
was a nature kid,” Miranda says.
up and confiding. For a number of
When she was 12 the famiyears Miranda worked as an RN in
ly moved to Tokyo for her father’s
labor/delivery and postpartum, and
job as an electrical engineer in
in 2010 she switched to hospice and
telecommunications.
Suddenly
home health care. At the same time
the outdoor child was engulfed in
she funneled energy into world
city, learning Japanese and riding
change and peace. She served as
the train to school. She learned to
a volunteer coordinator with Gooadapt, and got a taste for the culdall’s Roots & Shoots program and
tural richness of a global populain that role helped Roots & Shoots

Speaking at a Regenerative Education Event with Barbara Marx Hubbard (not pictured)
at the 2018 ARISE Music Festival, Sunrise Ranch in Loveland.

Miranda’s younger children in 2017 (top
to bottom): Anabelle, Makai, Lindon, and
Eva Bel. Her older daughter, Isabelle, is in
college in Arizona.

partner with Unify, an organization
that orchestrates globally synchronized meditations and other events
toward the goal of world peace. In
2017 she became Unify’s director of
impact and engagement, a position
she continues to hold.
Over the years Miranda
helped found or was involved with
a number of other non-profit organizations connecting and empowering people to make a difference
in the world. “I’ve been inspired
by Barbara Marx Hubbard, David
Gershon, Buckminster Fuller, and
others about social innovation, reinventing our planet, and a new
operating system for the planet,”
she says. That inspiration led her
to learn and teach about regenerative whole-systems models. As
part of that path she has lived and
studied in several intentional communities.
The spiritual connection
A related passion is interfaith
understanding and cooperation,
which has taken Miranda to conferences of inter-religious councils
in several countries. Through Unify she was involved in helping plan
the 2017 Crestone Convergence,
which brought together many of
the world’s faith and wisdom traditions under the common goals of
“a livable future, global spiritual
unity, and activism.” Working
with Hanne Strong, John Milton,
and others, she was introduced to
Crestone. The day after Christmas
2018, she and her family moved
here.

In many ways, Miranda says,
coming to Crestone brought together some of the most important
threads in her life: nature, spirituality and interfaith interests, and
active participation in a community
where intention and consciousness
play a major role. She continues
her involvement with Unify and
also works with Reinventing the
Planet, an initiative of Empowerment Institute. That effort includes
the Cool Block program, which encourages households and communities to become more self-sustaining, livable, and carbon neutral.
With Miranda as a lead organizer,
Crestone/Baca is set to become the
program’s first rural pilot community. (Look for announcements in
the Eagle.) Another central focus of
her work is co-founding a new venture called Artificial Intelligence
for Humanity, aimed at using AI
“to help people to thrive in life,” she
says.
A future with hope
As a mother, one of Miranda’s
strongest desires is to offer young
people a sense of possibility and
hope. Locally she’s an active parent volunteer with the Crestone
Youth Initiative (CYI). She is also
organizing youth teams for Peace
on Earth by 2030 Game and is getting youth engaged with community gardens, among other projects.
In her involvement both online and
locally, she aspires to present specific, concrete ways of becoming engaged, taking action, and connecting with others doing the same. She
sees this as an antidote to feelings
of helplessness and powerlessness
in the face of massive challenges in
the world.
“There are endless ways people are innovating right now to
turn things around,” she says, citing initiatives for things like cleaning up the oceans, addressing social justice, and uniting for global
peace. “These are the stories that
need to be told—regenerative efforts that can be done locally but
also knowing that steps taken here
are part of a larger global movement. Anyone with fear, apathy, or
despair needs to see this. If my life
experience has given me anything,
it’s the realization that we’re in a
huge renaissance on the planet, an
awakening of what we can do by
unifying in collaboration to create
massive positive change for our
planet.”
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ing 88.3%. In 2008, single, childless
women between ages 22 and 30
were earning more than their male
counterparts in most United States
cities, with incomes that were 8%
greater than males according to an
analysis of Census Bureau data.
Bad news for pregnant
women
The United States came in
last of 41 nations ranked by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development in regards to
maternity leave. We were the only
nation that did not require paid
maternity leave. The Family Medical Leave Act of 1992 requires 12
weeks of unpaid leave. Of the other 40 nations, the amount of paid
leave ranged from two months to
over a year.
Sex discrimination on the basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions is prohibited
by the Pregnancy Discrimination
Act of 1978. However, research in
2018 by the Equal Human Rights
Commission revealed that one in
nine mothers were either dismissed
or their jobs were made redundant
shortly after giving birth. One in
five mothers experienced harassment and 10% reported pressure to
forego antenatal sessions that took
place during work hours.
Iceland’s example
Iceland has ranked number
one in gender parity for the last 9
years according to the WEF; however, in the early 1970s women made
approximately 60% (or less) of a
man’s wages. On October 24, 1975,
women rebelled. Ninety percent
took a “Day Off ” refusing to work
neither outside nor inside the home.
Factories closed, newspapers

Equal pay?
Women earn 80¢ to a man’s $1
by Diane Bairstow
Every month we are following
the ratification of the 19th Amendment and considering women’s issues then and now. In February
1920, Wyoming, Nevada, New Jersey, Idaho, Arizona, New Mexico
and Oklahoma signed on; the suffragettes had 3 states left to go.
World War 1 changed the face
of the workplace. Women took over
jobs vacated by men in factories,
railways, banks, police forces and
fire departments. They were paid
less than the men who vacated the
positions. After the war, women continued to work and continued to be
paid less than men.
US ranks 51st in gender
parity
Legislation requiring equal
pay for equal work has been in place
in the United States since 1963
when the Equal Pay Act (EPA) was
passed. Nevertheless, in 2020 the
United States ranks 51 out of 149

countries in gender parity according
to a study by the World Economic
Forum (WEF). The top 10 countries
are Iceland, Norway, Finland, Sweden, Nicaragua, New Zealand, Ireland, Spain, Rwanda and Germany.
Women are paid 80¢ to a
man’s dollar
According to Dalvin Brown,
writing in USA Today on April 3,
2019 (Equal Pay Day), “Women still
earn lower salaries, [and receive]
fewer promotions” than men. Women are “getting paid 80% on average
for every dollar a man makes.” Data
from the U.S. Census Bureau reveals that in 2016, Vermont ranked
highest in wage parity coming in
at 90.2%, Utah ranked lowest at
69.9%. Colorado ranks between 70
to 80%. Women seeking loans to
start a business receive about 31%
less money than their male peers,
according to a 2019 study by Biz2credit.
Good news for young women
In 2013, the Bureau of Labor
Statistics reported that women 35
and older earned 74% to 80% of their
male counterparts’ salaries, whereas women ages 16 to 24 were earn-

Grahic depiction of the inequity of pay
between men and women.

were not printed, there was no telephone service, many schools were
closed, flights were cancelled and
bank branches had to be staffed by
executives. Men had to bring their
children to work, and the shops that
were still open sold out of sausages,
which was the fast food choice that
even men could cook. A year later,
their parliament passed the Gender
Equality Act, which outlawed gender discrimination in workplaces
and schools.
Decades later, there was still
pay inequality, and these wily women again protested. In 2005, women
left work at 2:08pm—the minute
they began working for free, and
in 2016 they left work at 2:38pm to
again demonstrate the pay gap.
In January 2018 Iceland became the first country in the world
to require companies and government agencies to prove they are
paying men and women equally.

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
PIT
Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach
fields
Roadwork
Driveways

ww

w.k mo
ens re
kogat
lu

Pit Run
Cobble
Drain Rock
Road Base
Fines & More

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447
Cell 719.588.2367

nd.

com

Crossword puzzle on page B-13

SHANGRILAH COLORADO
We are a diversified local small business enterprise

Milky Way Mountain Caprines
Raw goat milk farm shares. You
own the goat. We care for her,
milk her and you get a share of
the fresh, raw milk. All our animals
are treated with utmost care and
respect.

Shangrilah Stove
20 years of quality heating! Sales,
delivery and installation of quality
wood, pellet and gas-fired stoves
and chimneys.

RAD CONSTRUCTION
RON DUNBAR

Custom Fine Home Building
Remodels Additions Tiny Houses

WWW.RADCONSTRUCTION.NET
(415) 446-8980
licensed since 1990 #584333

719-256-4768

OUR MISSION
IS BASED ON THE TEACHINGS OF
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WORLDWIDE

shangrilahcolorado.com
shangrilahstove@gmail.com
milkywaymountain@gmail.com

Solar Earth Climate Solutions
Sales of solar panels, off-grid
goods and consultation. Use the
sun! Permaculture design and
bio-cooperation using geothermal
heating and cooling systems and
climate battery greenhouses.
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Insulate for the Winter Season
Call us for quotes!

Regular deliveries to the SLV area

ph: 719-539-4754 fax: 719-539-9101
www.ponchalumber.com

10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242

KEEP CALM
Mail-in
rebate

for a set of 4
Michelin Tires!
February 3rd
- March 1st

& PUT YOUR WINTER TIRES ON
WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

719-539-3585

5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM,

CLOSED SUNDAYS

Welcoming Shirley Motz
to Sangre de Cristo Real Estate
Sangre de Cristo Real Estate
is pleased to announce that Shirley
Motz, former Employing Broker at
Crestone Realty, has joined the growing real estate firm. “I’m moving so I
can make more time for clients, and to
focus on sales, and on customers and
service. Sangre de Cristo is set up to
provide the support and administration. I need to allow that to happen.”
Shirley is a seasoned broker
with expertise across Colorado. After re-licensing in Colorado in 1990,
she worked on the Front Range for
17 years, with a focus on farms and
ranches. “I worked on a lot of equestrian properties, as horses have been
a passion of mine for over 40 years. I
have owned my own horse farm and
judged competitions in the past, in
addition to riding.” This emphasis on
rural properties extended to working
with Sotheby’s in Breckenridge for
3 1/2 years, before finally coming to
her current niche here in Crestone. “I
personally moved here drawn by the
metaphysical elements of the area,
and the spiritual communities. And
of course all the nature.
“I remember the first time I
came here after working for 11 companies. I drove down Wagon Wheel,
and said to myself “Wow, I’ve worked
a lot of rural areas; seeing paved
roads, underground utilities, no power lines, high speed internet, deer
walking all over the place, mountains literally everywhere you look,
and with lots selling for $5,000 at the
time, and houses going for $100-200K
. . . the only thing I could think was
“this is going to be a piece of cake. I

Shirley Motz.

had up until that point been working
in places like Breckenridge, where
lots were selling for $500K, that you
could only access with snowshoes and
that had ok views, but nothing like
here. When I drive clients around, I
can go on and on about how great it
is to live here, and that enthusiasm
is genuine, and why I have said before and continue to say ‘wow, what
an easy sell, in a place that is perfect
for me and so many others.’ ”
Sangre de Cristo Real Estate
was established in Crestone in March
2015 by Vivia Lawson. Through a
philosophy of community engagement and service, she has grown the
business to its current size of 4 licensed agents including Shirley. According to ReColorado, those 4 agents
closed more than $12 million in business in 2019 for more 120 buyers and
sellers.

Serving the community

together

S h ir l e y
V iv ia

Nic k

Welc ome, Shirley Motz!

We are so pleased to welcome Shirley to our team, and to offer greater service, expertise,
and resources to Crestone, Saguache County, and the San Luis Valley.
2019 Combined Sales
$12.35 million, closing 127 buyers and sellers*

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate
116 S. Alder Street Suite A, Box 356, Crestone, CO 81131
vivia@SangreD.com

*REColorado

719.256.5800
SangreD.com

The Crestone Eagle • February, 2020 • Page B-9

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate

719.256.5800
SangreD.com

116 S. Alder Street Suite A, Box 356, Crestone, CO 81131
vivia@SangreD.com

Vivia Lawson

Nick Nevares

Shirley Motz

vivia@SangreD.com
719.256.5800

nick@SangreD.com
719.480.9384

shirley@SangreD.com
719.937.1691

2020 Immediate Past Chair
Realtors® of Central Colorado

NAR’s Green Designation

2013 Top 1000
Trends Journal

Broker Owner

Broker Associate

Broker Associate

269 Springdale Trail

187 West Silver Ave

4BD 3.5 BA Spacious open floor plan,
greenhouse, 2 car garage, horse stall,
cottage with European wood stove,
sauna and soaking tub. Completely
off-grid with stunning wide open vistas.
$675,000

Ruth
Baranowski
Broker Associate
ruth@SangreD.com
720.837.3432
Specialist in Income and
Investment Properties

75 Dragoon Overlook

158 East Silver Ave

Prime location in the center of Little
Pearl Park in the town of Crestone.
Currently Restaurant, Brewery, 2 hotel
rooms and Penthouse apartment.
Long term lease in place. $475,000

3BD 2BA Urban farm! Many
sustainable and prepper features.
Wonderful Chalet I spot. 300 SF office,
greenhouses, gardens! $325,000

Rental income from liquor store and
11 storage units with the sale, all full,
no vacancies and waiting list. Prime
downtown Crestone location. Lease in
place on liquor store. $299,000

2BD 2BA Exquisite custom home
with too many upgrades to list here.
Immaculate 2 master suites, upstairs
deck. You won’t be disappointed.
Must see! $298,000

300 Hemlock Street

2721 Happy Hollow Way

1590 Crown Point OL

4508 Ridgecrest Way

169 Verano Court

2BD 1BA Log cabin with an additional
sleeping loft. All appliances included.
Front of the home faces the mountains,
close to hiking, biking, and nature trails.
Quaint and cozy, no covenants, sought
after location. $199,000

2BD 1BA Great B&B opportunity, or
vacation home, this home comes fully
furnished and ready to go. Walking
distance to Dharma Ocean and many
spiritual retreat centers. $189,500

3BD 2BA Amazing views from this
high up location. Lovely organic home,
made with natural materials, and comes
fully finished with stainless appliances,
gas cooking stove, washer and dryer.
$185,000

2BD 2BA Neo Modern design
home-2X6 framing, I. R. C. rated large
spacious kitchen with dining area island,
glass tile backsplash, all stainless
appliances, including dishwasher and
microwave. $179,000

2BD 1BA New Construction, Great
room floor plan, vaulted ceilings, low
maintenance exterior and tremendous
mountain views. This home feels bigger
than its actual square footage.
$158,600

26094 Woodward Ave

1419 Badger Road

224 Rainbow Overlook

565 Panorama Way

365 Camino de Oro

3BD 2BA Moffat. So much for the
price, park your RV, boat, or other
toys here in the oversized garage.
This property sits on 3.3 acres with
spectacular mountain views. $96,500

2BD 2BA Great bungalow type house.
Master Suite has large walk-in closet,
full bath, and spacious bedroom with
extra storage. Mountain and panoramic
valley views. $219,000

4BD 2BA This unique home has
exquisite views, hardwood floors and
decks east and west, and workout
room/office studio. Home is very
passive solar upstairs and includes
a wood stove. $279,000

2BD 2BA Charming home with
spectacular panoramic views. Has
beautiful landscaping with gardens
and flagstone stairs/terraces. Has T&G
ceilings and log pillars, storage shed,
grow dome. $249,000

2271 Big Sands Way

139 Rondo Ct

633C Panorama Way

246 Baca Grant Way

INCOME PROPERTY

INCOME PROPERTY
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2BD 1BA Affordable living in the
growing town of Crestone. HOA of
$406 includes snow plowing to
driveway, road maintenance, tennis,
golf, parks, library lots of hiking trails.
$149,000
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Your
Home
Here

UN

R

R

3BD 2BA Exceptional 1,982 sf custom
home with fenced and landscaped lot.
2 car garage, workshop shed with
electric. Remodeled kitchen, large living,
dining with patio doors. Murphy beds
in bedrooms. $345,000

!

!

!

!

DE

DE

2BD 1BA Do a little fix up, and have
your energy efficient self sufficient
homestead. Solar system runs the
home, however, you are hooked into
the grid for double protection.
$115,000

CT

CT

CT

CT

RA

RA

UN

UN
1BD, 1-1/2 BA Beautiful home with
great mountain views. Large living
space, screened in porch. South facing
secluded lot. $145,000

2710 Happy Hollow Way

4BD 3BA Large 3,168 sf study on
1.54 acres. Kitchen updates with granite
countertops. Remodeled master bath.
Enclosed porch with hot tub. Flexible
floor plan. $308,000

Get in our listings! Call: 719.256.5800
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School house. 


Mosca, CO
continued from page B-1
The nearby San Luis Lakes were advertised as top hunting and fishing
spots. Scenery was lavishly described.
Pelton goes on about the town,
“The Mosca Town Company is composed of men of well known business
sagacity, who recognizing the fact that
there must be a town of importance
in this region.” The development company would send town managers to
each new company town. They served
a similar function to a mayor in today’s SLV. Their job was selling the
new towns to settlers and investors.
The Mosca Town Company managers
were Mr. Terry and Mr. Oiratt, who
sold reasonably priced lots with easy
terms. The homes were cheap, the
land irrigated with an abundance of
water. Irrigated land sold for $10 to
$15 per acre.
The two churches in Mosca were
Baptist- and Methodist-affiliated.The
120-year-old Methodist Church is
still there with an active congregation. Pelton said, “ A deeply religious
sentiment prevails in this community.” This, along with a healthy climate
and picturesque scenery, made Mosca sound like a lovely town to settle
down in. With tuberculosis, which
was known as consumption back,
then killing people of all social and
economic classes indiscriminately
across the country, the clean air and
dry climate of the west in general and
the SLV in particular were thought
to be an inoculation against this virulent disease.
As the agriculture- and railroad-fueled boom slowed down
around Mosca, attempts were made
to discover oil and gas in commercial
quantities in the region. According
to Virginia McConnel Simmons, “For
years farmers in the Hooper/Mosca
region have captured escaping gas
from their artesian wells and have
used it for lighting and heating their
homes.” In his history The Story of
the SLV, Frank Spencer says, “Drilling for oil took place a few miles east
of Mosca and again near Hooper. A
strong flow of hot water was reached
at a depth of a little over two thousand feet.” This was how the wonderful Hooper Pool aka Sand Dunes
Recreation came into being in 1929.
They never did hit oil.
The excitement of these boom
years has never reached a level comparable to the turn of the twentieth
century but Mosca has continued to
grow and change. In June of 1943 the
Mosca Hooper Conservation District
of 462,000 acres was established. Of
this real estate 317,000 is private

from the book Land of the Blue Sky People,
Bi-Centennial Edition by Luther E. Bean

land and 145,000 is public lands.
Conservation districts work with
landowners to conserve and promote
healthy soil, water and wildlife. The
Crestone/Baca Land Trust serves a
similar function today. One of the older conservation districts in Colorado,
the Mosca Hooper Conservation District, has been around for seventy-six
years.
Agriculture is still the main industry and employer in Mosca. White
Mountain Farms, named after Mount
Blanca, the highest peak in the SLV,
was started by the New family in the
1930s The farms went into organic
agriculture. In the late 1970s and early 1980s the main crops grown were:
organic wheat, alfalfa, and sheep.
In 1984 they began experimenting
with quinoa, potatoes, rye and various vegetable crops. In 1987 White
Mountain Farms became incorporated and was growing certified-organic
quinoa along with potatoes. They are
the first large-scale quinoa producer
in North America. White Mountain
Farms has a modern and busy distribution warehouse in Mosca today.
Mosca’s a quiet agricultural
town these days. It is home to the Sangre de Cristo School District which
educates students from kindergarten
to high school. If you want to get to
know this community better, take a
minute to stop for coffee and a snack
at the Mosca Pit Stop on the west side
of Hwy. 17 as you drive south on Hwy.
17 from Hooper.
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by Peter Anderson
Other than a blue hole off to the west, from which a late afternoon sun throws a promised-land glow over the hills south of Del
Norte, we are driving under a woolen gray February sky. Crossing
over the Rio Grande, gusts of Wolf Creek wind carry billowing sheets
of snow down the frozen river toward the ranch where my daughter
and I are headed.
Several miles east of Del Norte, we turn off the highway and follow
the signs—old-fashioned white figure skates dangling from fence posts
and pasture gates—to the river. There we find several people standing
around a fire, a little girl roasting a marshmallow, someone cooking brats
and chili on a nearby grill, an assortment of grown ups and kids skating
between two home-made hockey goals, and a pack of ranch dogs circling
the commotion and chasing the puck, all of this out on a shoveled-off rink
of Rio Grande river ice.
Pond hockey, or in this case river hockey, gets in your blood. It has
been in mine for a long time. And now as I sit down on a log bench to
lace up my blades, and I hear skates carving up the ice and sticks slapping pucks, I flashback briefly to a frozen scene some forty-five years
ago: I’m with a good pal, long strong striding into the great beyond of
a glassy black-iced lake, sliding the puck back and forth across the
smoothness of it all, faster and further, faster and further, world without end, amen.
I could live in that flashback, but duty calls and I help my daughter
lace up her skates. I grab her a short stick and show her how to lean on
it for balance. She’s a little wobbly, but she’ll do fine. So I grab myself a
stick out of the pile and soon we are out in the fray. And it’s slapstick,
slapstick, and poke away the puck. And it’s weave left, weave right, and
steer through a maze of long legs and short legs. I forget, for a short
while, that I am now 57 and out of shape.
This ice, like any natural freeze, as opposed to the Zambonied surface most skaters are used to, has its own topography—bumps, ripples,
criss-crossing fissures, mushy edges. I relearn this as I get the puck on
a fast break and catch a blade in a soft spot, flying face first into a snowbank. “Yeah, it’s a little soft over there,” say one of my teammates.
All too soon, the sun has gone down “Where’s the moon when you
need it?” I hear someone say. By now our silhouetted herd of puck-chasers has thinned out and we part ways even more to let the little skaters
make some memories. My daughter gets the puck and slaps and whiffs
and slaps and whiffs and then shoots again. Score!!
I will learn on the drive home that this game is now in her blood
too. Yes, I tell her, we will play again soon.

New Home for Sale
Call Emily
(202) 577-8462
or visit livecrestone.com
For details and pictures:
buildcrestone.com

‘Dispatch from the Edge’
is sponsored by

Carol & David Lee
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by Suzanne McGregor
Since February is the Love
Month, here is a good reason to
have those warm feelings for your
library. A report was compiled by
AspenCat for each library in our
union catalog on how much cash
value was provided by those libraries to their communities. If
all patrons of the Baca Grande
Library had to pay out-of-pocket
for every item they read, watched
or listened to, the combined total for the past year (2019) would
be $77,345.27. Instead, you got
it for free at your public library.
Now you can feel the love!
For years, the library has
had the good fortune of being
able to offer a morning reading
program to the littlest ones in
our community, led by the incomparable master storyteller Penny
from the Saguache Public Library. It is such a wonderful opportunity for babies and toddlers
to socialize and interact with others. Please bring your little ones
to the library on Tuesday mornings at 11am—we guarantee a
positive experience!
February is also the month
to honor the American presidency as we celebrate Presidents’
Day on Monday, February 17.
Specifically, we would like to

honor just a few presidents who
contributed to the health of our
planet by establishing acts and
signing bills for this purpose.
Franklin D. Roosevelt created
the Civilian Conservation Corps,
the Soil Conservation Service
and the Federal Aid in Wildlife
Restoration Act. Theodore Roosevelt created the Forest Reserve
Act of 1891 and set aside 150 million acres of timberland as public
domain. Richard Nixon signed
the bill to establish the Environmental Protection Agency and
enacted the Clean Air Act. Woodrow Wilson oversaw the creation
of the National Park Service and
the Organic Act to protect all current and future parks and monuments. Abraham Lincoln created
the USDA and put Yosemite Valley and its wondrous Mariposa
Grove of giant sequoias in public
trust. Much gratitude is extended to all presidents whose actions
have benefited our little corner of
the world and Mother Earth as a
whole.
Ever wonder why boxes
of chocolates are the traditional Valentine’s Day gift? Science
tells us that chocolate boosts the
mood-affecting chemicals in our
brains including serotonin and
phenylethylamine. “As the normal levels of these chemicals are
increased, feelings of excitement
and energy are heightened and
sensations of love and romance
are enhanced.” Just a hint . . .
Notice: The library will be
closed on Presidents’ Day, Monday February 17.
Baca Grande Library, 2564100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:00am5pm; Sat. 10am-4pm.

ARCHITECTURAL HARMONICS
Sacred Earth
Building & Landscape Design
MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
35 years, designing in Crestone
(719) 256-4854

There’s No Such Thing
As A Weed


by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)

Making a flu kit

Don’t you wish sometimes that
you had everything you needed for
the flu together and close at hand?
Especially when you have the flu
and your brain isn’t working? Even
when you’re an herbalist but you
don’t know where everything is
and your mind isn’t working right?
Welcome to the flu kit. The flu kit
can be a part of your regular first
aid kit, but specialized, and there when
you need it.
Feel
free to substitute any
particular remedy I
mention with your favorite go-to flu herb.
First of all, find
a nice container for
your flu kit. It could
be a sturdy box with
a lid, a small duffle
bag or travel bag—
whatever works for
you. Here are some
things you can buy in
advance:
1. Oscillococcinum—a homeopathic
remedy for use at the
first signs of flu.
2. T r a d i t i o n a l
Medicinal Teas.
I
like these because
these are all nicely
medicinal and available without hav- Flu kit.
ing to mix them up
from scratch. I like
“Throat Coat”, “Echinacea Plus”
(formerly “Echinacea Elder”), “Ginger Aid”, and some of their other
respiratory teas.
3. Your favorite respiratory
tincture. WishGarden Herbs has
their “Kickass Immune Formula,”
for example. Look for something
with mullein, osha, usnea, echinacea, grindelia, and/or other antimi-

michael@architecturalharmonics.com
www.architecturalharmonics.com

Quality service, reasonable pricing,
we’ve got you covered, mountain to shore

Mark McGinn
Installation of greenhouses,
covers & retractables
markmountainshore@yahoo.com
(Cell) 303.619.4650

crobial and soothing herbs.
4. Vitamins C and D3—take
before, during, and after the flu.
5. A good novel that you haven’t read yet. It won’t hurt your
eyes as much as watching movies
all day on the computer, and it will
help the time go by.
Now here are some things to
keep in the fridge as part of the kit:

6. Fire Cider – a collection
of medicinal and spicy herbs macerated in vinegar. Look for recipes
online. Take by the spoonful.
7. Elderberry syrup or juice –
buy or make your own. Many recipes online. Use by the spoonful or
in herbal tea. Very antiviral.
8. Garlic – eat it raw for one
of the best antimicrobial foods/
herbs around (mash and spread on
toast, or mix with lemon and orange juice, olive oil, powered ginger
and cayenne and drink)
9. Fresh ginger – hot ginger
tea is great for the flu.
10. Lemons – mix lemon juice
with honey for an effective cough
syrup.
And last but not least—rest
until you’re better! Flus are notorious for making a comeback if you
push yourself too hard and too soon.
Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an
herbalist and natural healer, also
working with Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive Energy Healing and
‘The Journey’ cellular healing. For
an appointment call 719-937-7786
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.
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GardenGuru
More about trees

by Matie Belle Lakish
Last month I talked about the
importance of trees in long-term
storage of carbon, and how even
the roots can help with this planet-critical function. A high-mountain desert is not an easy place to
grow trees, so I want to share some
thoughts on choosing and caring
for trees in our climate. My focus
will be on fruit trees, but the same
techniques and principles apply to
most other trees, as well.
Select cold-hardy varieties.
Over the years that I have lived
here, the climate has gone from a
Zone 3 to a Zone 4 growing zone,
with average low temperatures of
-20 to -25. Those are averages, however, and when dealing with trees
that have lifespans in decades, we
may encounter years where the
temperature dips well below average. Look for trees that can withstand temperatures down to at
least -30, or those that state a hardiness to at least Zone 4, preferably Zone 3. In addition to hardiness
zone, consider your specific growing conditions. Are you on a slope,
where cold air may drain away? In
a pocket where cold air collects?
Out in the flat areas where cold air
settles? These factors can make the
difference of a zone or two.
Many of the nurseries in Colorado are focused on trees for the
Front Range. Most of these areas,
including Salida, are closer to Zone
5, because they are at lower altitudes. Some trees sold by Salida
nurseries will do well here, others
will not be cold-tolerant enough. I
find it helpful to search a few websites to see what they have to say
about a tree I am considering. For
instance, I have a Veteran peach
that I planted a few years ago. In
searching for it online, I find it is
an old variety, and considered very
hardy. A nursery in Longmont,
The Tree Farm, (TheTreeFarm.
com) says it is hardy to zone 5 and
7,000 ft. Other sites list it as zone
4. So far, it has done well here. Another peach that has done well is
Contender, especially if planted in
sheltered places, such as against a
wall, out of the wind. With peaches, native to warmer climes, sometimes it is a gamble.
A word about the prunus
fruits, including plums, cherries,
apricots, peaches, etc. These fruits
are known to attract a variety of

aphid that also attacks potatoes,
and are therefore considered a danger to the potato industry in the
valley. I have noticed that aphids
are attracted to prunus trees, so I
can understand the concern. However, I don’t believe we have any
potato fields within many miles of
Crestone. Encouraging lady bugs
can be helpful for aphids, as they
and their larvae are voracious
aphid eaters. Spraying with a soap
solution can also inhibit them.
Of fruits, apples tend to be
the hardiest, and the easiest to
grow in our area. Some of the oldest hardy varieties, such as Haralson, Wealthy, and Macintosh have
been growing here for decades.
Some newer ones, such as State
Fair and Honeycrisp do well also.
When choosing an apple, you will
want to consider a pollinator, as
most are not self-pollinating. For
instance, Honeycrisp blooms later
than some other apples, and requires a late-blooming pollinator.
Golden apples are recommended. I
have noticed that not all nurseries
discuss pollinators in their on-line
and catalog information, making
this another research question.
Of seed companies, I have
found Jung’s, a Wisconsin nursery, (jungseed.com) to be consistent
about discussing pollinators. They
also tend to have hardy varieties,
many from Canada. Two years ago,
I ordered some columnar apples
from Jung’s. These trees grow a
single trunk with some small side
branches, but are basically upright
trees that don’t spread much. So
far, the three that I ordered have
done well. The ones that I planted
against a stucco wall put on fruit
the first year. Time will tell, but
these may be a good choice for tight
spaces, or for clustering together
when you want multiple varieties.
All three were listed as hardy to
zone 3.
A favorite nursery of mine is
Schlabach’s in upstate New York.
Unfortunately, this Amish family farm does not have a web presence. I discovered them first when
I was looking for a fabled Montrose
apricot several years ago. This tree
is reported to be quite large, and
growing for decades in Montrose,
Colorado. It is famed for frost-tolerant blossoms and edible-kernelled seeds. Schlabach’s has the
plants listed in their new catalog,

A healthy young apple tree at the McCracken farm has a tree guard protecting the trunk
from mice and rabbits.

but in limited quantities. Most of
the trees I have ordered from this
nursery have been high quality
and reasonably priced, and they
have many antique apples, as well.
Reach them at 2784 Murdock Rd.,
Medina, NY 14103.
Tooley’s Trees from Truchas,
NM (tooleystrees.com) has come
highly recommended for trees well
adapted to our area. They are located in New Mexico between Taos
and Santa Fe at a similar altitude
to Crestone. Check out their extensive list of apple trees and a video
they posted that demonstrates the
proper way to plant and mulch
young trees. Very helpful for new
orchardists.
Young trees need to be protected, from all kinds and sizes of
critters that live in the mountains.
While some of the insect and disease pests that affect trees at low-

256-4252

er altitudes are not as much of
an issue here, we can sometimes
import them when purchasing
plants. For instance, many plants
sold in local nurseries were grown
and potted in places like Oklahoma, where soil pests, like borers,
proliferate. Borers can destroy a
young tree by girdling it. For that
reason, I prefer to buy bare-root
plants, so I can see what is going
on with the roots.
Once your tree is planted,
the larger critters come out. Mice
and rabbits will chew the bark of
young trees and may girdle them,
preventing sap from flowing into
the leaves. Protect them by putting a barrier of flexible plastic or
metal hardware cloth around the
lower part of the trunk. This is especially important during winter
when rodents are hungriest. Deer
will love the leaves and branches,
if they can get to them, and bears
will be attracted to the fruit. An
ordinary six-foot fence will deter
deer, but bears may require electric fencing. Pocket gophers are
known to attack the roots of trees,
and rock squirrels, as well as tree
squirrels, love to pick the ripening
fruit and eat the pits, which are
nuts to them.
Fruit trees will benefit from
occasional pruning. Young trees
should be pruned to create proper growth shape and density of
branches. Older trees will benefit
from pruning for fruit production,
as well. Colorado State University
has a good on-line guide, at https://
extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/yard-garden/training-and-pruning-fruit-trees-7-003/.
February
and early March is the best time to
prune trees. If you need help shaping and pruning your young trees,
give me a call.
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The good, the bad & the ugly
—Movie recommendations
by Ish
1/ The Two Popes: (2019)
Based on true events, this is an intimate portrayal
of the most dramatic transition of power in the last 2000
years. It displays humanity in a touching and thoughtprovoking way as Pope Benedict XVI feels no longer capable to continue
in his position and calls Cardinal Bergoglio of Argentina, a more progressive Cardinal and one in opposition to the Pope. They confess to each
other transgressions of the past and do become friends as Cardinal Bergoglio, who wanted to retire, becomes the next Pope. Starring Anthony
Hopkins and Jonathan Pryce. (4 stars)
2/ Marriage Story: (2019)
A compassionate and cutting view into a marriage, amiable-turning-ferocious divorce as their attorneys get involved, and a friendship.
The movie is based on director and writer Noah Baumbach’s divorce
from Jennifer Jason Leigh. The protagonists’ performances are academy
award material. Stars Scarlett Johansson, Adam Driver, Laura Dern,
Alan Alda and Ray Liotta. (5 stars).
3/ High Seas: (2019-21) Series, 18 episodes.
A Spanish film that is very entertaining and intriguing as various
deaths occur on a luxury ocean liner headed to Brazil. A period piece
from the 1940s, the sets are wonderful, as is the wardrobe. Holds your
interest with many subplots. (3.75 stars)

5/ Signal: (2016-) Series with 16 episodes.
Another really good Japanese crime, drama, fantasy series. Unsolved crimes from 15 years ago start coming up as a young profiler detective finds a walkie talkie that enables him to communicate with a
detective who is working these cases in the past. Eventually they become
solvers of cold cases from the past. (5 stars).

THEME: BE MY VALENTINE
ACROSS
1. *AbÈlard to HÈloÔse
6. C.E.O.’s degree
9. a.k.a Snowmobile
13. Make amends
14. Over, poetically
15. Garlic unit
16. ____ lazuli
17. New, prefix
18. Bumpkin
19. *St. Valentine’s Day Massacre
city
21. James Bond’s drink of choice
23. Building annex
24. Galsworthy’s “The Forsyte
____”
25. MD, familiarly
28. Land of Nod, in relation to
Eden
30. Hire for work
35. Part of an eye
37. Feudal laborer
39. Request from Amazon
40. Waterproofed canvas
41. Bunch of bees
43. Black cat, e.g.
44. Apollo of “Rocky”
46. Roofed colonnade
47. X in a letter
48. Medicinal herb
50. Tangerine-grapefruit hybrid
52. Tennis barrier
53. Hold as a conviction
55. End of a fuse?
57. *____ Valentine, a.k.a. humorous Valentine
61. *One of star-crossed lovers
65. Beyond’s occasional partner
66. E.T. transporter
68. Wombs
69. Hansen’s disease patient
70. Young canine
71. *Flirt
72. *They used to be each other’s
Valentines
73. Attempt
74. Passover meal

DOWN
1. Barber’s supply
2. Arizona’s neighbor
3. Serengeti antelope
4. *Like a bottle of champagne
5. “Goodwill Industries” business
6. *Unfortunate consequence of
kissing?
7. Busy as a what?
8. *Pleasant bouquet smell
9. Vegas bandit
10. Mischievous Norse deity
11. ____-tempered
12. Sub station
15. *Roxane’s pen pal
20. “Heart of ____,” Blondie’s hit
22. Well-kept secret, for some
24. Strata, sing.
25. *Go ____, or split the cost of a
date
26. Estrogen maker
27. The smallest dwarf planet
29. Uses a Singer
31. Get the picture
32. Short for administrator
33. Goslings, when they grow up
34. *German artist or Young’s
partner
36. “Singes” in “La PlanËte des
Singes”
38. *Mr. Right, pre-kiss
42. Tiny European republic
45. Jackie Robinson, e.g.
49. Princess tester
51. “My two cents,” pl.
54. Do like Vesuvius
56. *HÈloÔse to AbÈlard
57. Wide river valley
58. Wild goat
59. Uh-uh
60. “The Three Faces of ____,” pl.
61. Printer button
62. Old paint hazard
63. Gaelic tongue
64. *Wedding cake layer
67. “___ Elise”

Crossword puzzle solution on page B-7

4/ Giri/Haji: (2019) Series, 8 episodes,
Japanese. This is much more than your typical detective, gangster
crime series. A detective from Tokyo is sent to London to find his missing
brother who’s involved with the Yakuza and has been accused of murder.
Great sub-plots with touching last episode moments. (5 stars).
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Classifieds
Buy - Sell - Rent
Trade - Wanted
Personal - & More!

$12 for the first 175 characters
+ $1 for 25 additional characters
+ $2 for live link online from our
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online
(from date of approval), and 1
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad.
Pay online or send to:
The Crestone Eagle,
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be
received by the 22nd of the month
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment
and it will be listed online
within 2 business days.

www.crestoneeagle.com

New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
Public Notices

Veterans Assistance Grant

The Saguache County Veterans Service
Office has limited grant funds to assist
with rent, utilities, food and gas. Contact
Jim Sheeran at 719-655-2680 or at
jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov
for
more information.
Houses & Property for Sale

40 acres bordering County Road T

7.5 miles west of Crestone, year around
access, tons of grass, minutes to Crestone
or Moffat. Price to sell fast $79,900. Call
Bruce at Steffens & Company Realty, Inc.
719-873-1700.

2 POWERLINE Properties Together
3.9 Acres

Baca Grants Lot 1521 1.69 ac $6,665 & Lot
1520 2.23 ac $8,835 or both for $15K, some
trees, great views, easy access, easy financing
Contact Kevin coloradoland80301@gmail.
com 719-379-3831 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. MST

Saguache County Land Use Administrator Position
Saguache County will be accepting applications for a County Land
Use Administrator until Friday, February 14, 2020. This position manages, coordinates, and supervises all aspects of the Land Use Department in relations to zoning and subdivision regulations and other land
uses within the County to ensure the prompt and efficient operation of
the office. All aspects of the position are completed with the approval of
and in conjunction with the Board of County Commissioners. This position is appointed and supervised by the three-member Board of County
Commissioners. A copy of the job description and qualifications may
be obtained from Human Resource Personnel Director, April Quintana
or may be obtained from Administration office or www.saguachecounty.
net. Mrs. Quintana can be reached at 719-655-2231. Administration office located at Saguache County Courthouse, 505, 3rd Street, Saguache
Colorado.
Saguache County is an equal opportunity employer and applicants
will require the passing of a pre-employment drug test and back ground
check.

LOT FOR SALE

528 Panorama Way, trees, great views,
utilities to lot, tap fee NOT paid, $8000
OBO. 719-588-8727
Houses for Rent

3 BD/2BA - $1,500

This home offers expansive views of the
mountains and the valley. Passive solar
heating, trombe wall, base board, an ETS
heater, and a wood-burning stove. Huge
fenced yard with a garden. The open floor
plan offers privacy for each bedroom.
Hardwood French oak floor. Large, sunny
living room. $1,500 + utilities. Available
in Feb for 6 months. Email sashayeshe@
gmail.com or text 720-666-9979.

Charming, Furn. Log Cabin Studio

Writer/Meditator’s Dream Space, Pet
Friendly, Mtn. views, Wifi, Full Stove &
Fridge, steam shower. $1400/month,
$850/wk, $125/night + pet/cleaning
fees 505-728-0244 pics: madamebwolfe.
wixsite.com/rentals

Furnished 1 BR/1BA Retreat
House

Upper Unit, Exquisitely furnished,
Cooks kitchen, W/D, fenced landscaped
grounds, wood stove, short/long term.
Pet Friendly. 505-728-0244 Info and
pics: madamebwolfe.wixsite.com/rentals
Apartments/Rooms for Rent

Forest Retreat Room

Private room, share kitchen in Chalet One
$60 per night, $125 per week 719-4960977

Beautiful Forest Sanctuary

Apartment partially furnished 1 bdrm,  full
kitchen passive solar & radiant tile floor
heat, lots of light, cathedral ceilings $800
plus security deposit 719-496-0977

STUDIO APT

Cozy, warm, quiet, in the trees. $735/mth
+ deposit, month to month. Includes heat,
internet, water, & electricity - www.bitly.
com/crestone-rentals, 719-285-5877.
Services

Handyman Services

No job too small. Delivery services.
Alamosa & Salida runs weekly. Pet pick up
& walking. Household handyman jobs. Call
Steve 951-522-7905

Bookkeeping, Services &
Education

Specializing in construction, but can
handle most small business needs. You
can hire me to work for you, or hire me
to teach you how to structure things so you
can keep it up yourself. Call or email. 202577-8462 emilydonaldson40@gmail.com

GREENHOUSES

All aspects of NEW Greenhouse
construction. Also, used green house
materials for sale. Retractables, glass, all
parts. Call Mark 303-619-4650

Aguilar’s Automotive

Honest, affordable, reliable automotive
service. Alignments, breaks, oil changes,
tune ups and more!
Experienced
mechanic. Monday-Saturday. Center, CO.
719-245-9005.

Saguache County Sales Tax Grants now available!
The Saguache County Board of Commissioners will be taking Grant
Applications for Saguache County Sales Tax Grants until 3:00PM, Friday, February 14, 2020.
To be eligible grant applications must be for either: Emergency
Services/Public Health and Safety; Youth and Senior programs, projects,
or organizations; or Renewable Energy projects/Business Opportunities
and Job Creation.
Grant applications are available on our website at saguachecounty.
net/administration – see “sales tax grant applicationform5” or you can
contact the Saguache County Administration office at 719-655-2231 to
request a copy of the grant application.
Published in the Crestone Eagle, February 1, 2020

A CALL FOR NOMINATIONS
(NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF)
§1-13.5-501, 1-13.5-1102(3), 32-1-905(2), C.R.S.

Building our community one project at a time since 1993

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the electors
of the Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District of Saguache County,
Colorado.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an election will be held on the
5th day of May, 2020, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. At
that time, 3 directors will be elected to serve 3-year terms. Eligible electors of the Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District interested in serving on the board of directors may obtain a Self-Nomination and Acceptance form from the District Designated Election Official (DEO), located
at 57 Baca Grant Way South, Crestone, Colorado 81131, (719-256-4310)
between the hours of 9:00a.m. and 4:30p.m., Monday through Friday.
The deadline to submit a Self-Nomination and Acceptance is close
of business on February 28, 2020 (not less than 67 days before the election).
Affidavit of Intent to be a Write-In-Candidate forms must be submitted to the office of the designated election official by the close of business on Monday, March 2, 2020 (the sixty-fourth day before the election).
NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, an application for an absentee ballot shall be filed with the designated election official no later than the
close of business on Tuesday preceding the election, April 28, 2020.
Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District /s/ Rene Evenson
Designated Election Official Signature

Potter Excavation, Inc.

PO Box 523

719-256-4063
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
Artisanal Buildings - Construction
and Remodeling

Happy new year! Why not start with a
remodel or new home? Call the team that
shows up and gets things done fast. Better
than expected results! Tony 917-584
9027 tony@artisanalbuildings.com

Custom Homes

Structural
Insulated
Panels

Veterans’ Benefits

County Veteran Service Officer does
outreach in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at
the Town Hall from 1pm to 3pm. Learn
about your benefits.

Finest Quality and Finish Built to IRC Code
• SIP - Structural Integrated Panels, Highest R and HERS Value,
Engineered for Rapid Construction, Best Value Custom Homes
• Timber-Framing
• Shipping Container Structures
• Fine Studio Quality Woodwork, Tables, Cabinets, Furniture

Computer Service/Repairs

Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop in
the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention,
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call
Dennis 256-4110

One Stop for Energy Efficient, Affordable Homes

Detailed House Cleaning &
Organization

I use environmentally friendly, aromatic
cleaning products, have 25+ years experience,
view cleaning as a spiritual experience, hold a
strong work ethic, do my best, am punctual,
honest, trustworthy, competent, intelligent,
diligent, detail-oriented. kristikohaver@
gmail.com 719-429-2774

Crestone Vail Breckenridge Fairplay
tony@artisanalboards.com

Help Wanted

Made Easy for You

ScSEED Development Director

ScSEED is hiring a part time development
director. Please send requests for job
description or a resume and cover letter
to grassrootsgirl16@gmail.com or call
719-539-5606 for more information. Open
until filled.

917-584-9027

Licensed Insured Warrantied

artisanal buildings

•
•
•
•
•

All Phases of Site Development and Construction
Owner Builder Assistance
Design Services - Free Home Plans
BACA POA & County Compliance & Permitting Services
Budget and Finance Consulting

Kit Homes for Owner/Builders and Contractors

Head Cook

Blazing Mountain Retreat Center has a great
opportunity for someone to fill our head cook
position. If you have supervisory experience as a
cook, like to have fun, and can provide nourishing
meals, this is the perfect opportunity for you.
Please contact Tammi at 719-256- 5938 to
schedule an interview.
Misc. for Sale

Gemstones For Sale

Interested in buying beautiful, high quality
gemstones? Unique private gemstone
collection for sale. Brilliant opals, coveted
paraiba tourmalines, garnets, emeralds,
sapphires, rubies & much more for a very
reasonable price! Contact Jennifer at ads@
crestoneeagle.com.

Straw Bales $4/ea.

Also all your off-grid home needs: wood,
gas, and passive solar heating & solar
power consulting supplies and installation.
Raw goat milk farm shares available 2564768 shangrilahcolorado.com
Free

Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

L O C A L

L O D G I N G

you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

[ Exclusive

1, 2 & 3 bedroom suites
with individual bathrooms
[ Fully furnished kitchens
[ Spacious and Private
[ Beautiful views

Long-term Rentals Available!

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243
www.crestonerentals.net
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Crestone-Baca
Weather Report

Dear EarthTalk: Why
are environmentalists so
scared of Donald Trump
winning a second term?

	

- Jay W., Modesto, CA

When Donald Trump made
good on his anti-environmental
campaign promises within a year
of taking office, no one was surprised. Environmental advocates
had been holding out hope that he
would listen to the likes of daughter Ivanka—and her climate-crusading friend Leonardo DiCaprio—and change his mind on the
need to cut back environmental
regulations. But cooler heads
didn’t prevail, and today we’re left
with the Affordable Clean Energy
Rule instead of the Clean Power
Plan (cuts U.S. power plant emissions by 1.5% instead of 3%), the
consternation of the international
community for pulling out of the
Paris climate accord, and an Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) so weakened as to be almost unrecognizable and patently
ineffectual. According to Inside
Climate News, these dramatic actions have taken place against the
backdrop of ongoing administration efforts to promote unfettered
oil, natural gas and coal extraction
while undermining clean energy
development and suppressing climate science.
Environmental
supporters are bracing for what a second
Trump term could bring. A top
Trump priority in 2020 is to gut
the National Environmental Policy
Act (NEPA), a landmark environmental law enacted in 1970 that
requires federal agencies to prepare environmental assessments
or impact statements preceding
any projects. The White House is
pushing for climate change to be
excluded from such analyses, and
would also like to shorten and in
some cases eliminate environ-

Two deer hanging out near the kiosk on the foggy morning of January 22.
						
 photo by Lori Nagel

mental reviews altogether under
NEPA.
Beyond NEPA, many also
worry that another four years of
White House apathy on climate
could condemn us all to a grim,
warming-compromised future. We
already lost valuable time in just
three years as Trump rolled back
the Obama administration’s progress on climate mitigation. But
four more years of Trump would,
in the words of The Atlantic’s Paul
Starr, “put off a national commitment to decarbonization until at
least the second half of the 2020s,
while encouraging other countries
to do nothing as well.”
Starr points out that further
delaying our response to the climate challenge makes our eventual response more economically
and politically difficult, while compounding the problem. Global Carbon Project research shows that if
decarbonization had begun globally in 2000, an emissions reduction
of around two percent annually
would have been sufficient to stay
below what experts say is the tipping point of two degrees Celsius
of warming. “Now it will need to be
approximately five percent a year,”
he says. “And if we wait another
decade, it will be about nine percent.” Whether or not our already
brittle political system can bear
such change when the time finally
comes to make it happen is anybody’s guess.
In the short term, environmentalists are working hard to get
anyone but Trump into the White

House in 2020. Luckily for ecoconscious voters, just about all the
Democratic contenders are in favor
of strengthening climate and environmental protections. Indeed, voting against Donald Trump in 2020
might be the most important act in
favor of the environment that any
of us can take this year.
CONTACTS: “Trump’s NEPA
ambitions hinge on his reelection,”
eenews.net/stories/1062022777;
“Donald Trump’s Record on Climate
Change,” https://insideclimatenews.
org/news/19122019/trump-climatepolicy-record-rollback-fossil-energyhistory-candidate-profile; “Trump’s
Second Term,” theatlantic.com/
magazine/archive/2019/05/trump2020-second-term/585994/; Global
Carbon Project, www.globalcarbonproject.org.
EarthTalk® is produced by
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See
more at https://emagazine.com. To
donate, visit https://earthtalk.org.
Send questions to: question@earthtalk.org.

Chili Heads Glass & Vape

Full service Head, Smoke & Vape Shop

Top Brands
Local Glass
Smoking Supplies
Pipes
E-liquids
Kratom

www.instagram.com/chili_heads/
www.chiliheads.biz
112 W. Rainbow Blvd, Unit A, Salida CO
719.207.9700

by Keno
December 21 to January 20
Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip (includes melted
snow): 1.08”
Snow: 11.1”
Measurable liquid precipitation
fell on 11 days.
Measurable snow fell on 11 days
A trace of snow fell on 2 days.
No rain, thunderstorms or hail
occurred.
Total precipitation year to
date:
Since Jan 1: 12.07” (Final total
for 2019)
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 79.6”
Snow Season*: 31.7”
*Snow season runs from July 1
to June 30
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 39.6°F on January 14
Low temp: -11.0°F on December
31
Avg. high: 3.9°F
Avg. low: 2.4°F
Number of days with the high
temperature at or above 40°: 1
Number of days with the high
temperature at or below 32°: 24
Number of days with the low
temperature below 32°: All 31
days
Number of days with the low
temperature below zero°: 5
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 2.7 mph		
Highest gust: 39 mph on January 17
Main direction: Out of the northeast.
Weather summary:
Temperatures were below
normal and snowfall was above
normal for the last 11 days of December, then for January up until the 20th, temperatures were
at normal while snowfall was below normal.
Outlook for February:
February is our driest
month of the year, averaging
only .51 inches of precipitation
along with just 8.8 inches of
snow falling. Temperature wise,
this is our third coldest month of
the year, with the average high
and low temperatures being 36°
and 9° at the start of the month,
and by the month’s end, it warms
up to 42° and 17°. The warmest
temperature recorded in February was 63°, reached in 1986 and
also in 2006, with a very cold
-26° being the coldest reading,
set on February 1, 1985. That is
also the coldest reading ever recorded in Crestone, with the first
week in February seeing 5 of the
6 coldest days ever recorded in
our area (-20° or colder).
The 30 day outlook for February from the NWS is calling
for slightly above average temperatures along with average
snowfall.
Note: For current Crestone
weather conditions visit Keno’s
web site: www.keno.org/vws.

“Love recognizes no
barriers.”
—

-Maya Angelou

