
by Kizzen Laki
A record snowfall hit the Cre-

stone/Baca and Moffat areas on 
Monday, November 25.

A series of storms pushing 
into the San Luis Valley over sever-
al days ended by bringing in a ma-
jor snowfall—measured in feet by 
the time it was done.  Wednesday 
night, November 20 brought Cre-
stone around 4-5” of snow from a 
system mostly pushing up from the 
south west.  Over the next couple of 
days heavy cloud cover lay over the 
valley bringing smaller amounts of 

additional snow.  Sunday, Novem-
ber 23,  saw  a light amout of snow 
during the day, but then after the 
system had moved east, saw the 
front come back over the Sangre de 
Cristos from the northeast, bring-
ing heavy snow. On Sunday night, 
10” of snow was very quickly de-
posited in just a few hours.  By 
the morning of the 24th there was 
nearly 2 feet of accumulated snow 
in the Town of Crestone, reports 
of 33” in the higher elevations of 
the Baca,  18-20” out in the Grants 
and Casita Park, a foot of snow in 

the Moffat region with a report of 
15-20” in the Joyful Journey/Villa 
Grove area.

Saguache County, Baca 
Grande and Town of Crestone 
snow plows quickly responded to 
clear the roads.  There were reports 
of vehicles that had slid off snow-
packed and slippery area roads 
or were stuck in driveways. AAA  
tow trucks and helpful neighbors 
were seen rescuing those that were 
stuck.  Since people had to expend 
quite a bit of effort to un-bury their 
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Chilean Patagonia’s iconic Torres del Paine with guanacos in cloud shadow.  Winter workshop-safari.  photo by Bill Ellzey.  Please see our feature story on the work of Bill Ellzey on 
page 17 and also the Ellzey/Johns Studio Tour article on page 11.               To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com
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24 years serving the Northern San Luis Valley

by Kirk Banghart,
Superintendent of Schools
Moffat School District
On Tuesday, November 5 the 

voters of Moffat School District ap-
proved the matching money bond 
to build a new state-of-the-art PK-
12 school.  The existing school, 
built in 1921 and expanded little 
by little over subsequent decades 
starting in the 1950s, has been suf-
fering evident degradation due to 
age, soil conditions and weather for 
many years.  

In conjunction with the bond, 
the Colorado Department of Edu-

cation (CDE) is providing a grant 
reserve to allow adequate fund-
ing for the new Pre-K through 12 
school facility.  The new school is 
expected to be built in a lot next 
to the existing school and will be 
approximately 50,000 square feet.  
Consilium Partners has been hired 
to work as the Owner’s Repre-
sentative and RTA Architects out 
of Colorado Springs is currently 
under contract negotiations as the 
Project Architect.  It is anticipated 
that a general contractor will be 
selected before the end of the year 
in order to assist with pricing and 

constructability as the new facility 
is being designed.  Construction 
would begin in early summer 2014.

The Board of Education has 
put together a Design Advisory 
Group (DAG). This group will be 
the basis for design direction and 
input for the project.  The DAG 
will consist of a mix of school board 
member(s), staff and students, com-
munity members, and the school 
superintendent, Kirk Banghart.  
Along with the DAG, the communi-
ty at large will be invited to month-
ly meetings during the design 

3A bond passes, planning for new Moffat School begins

continued on page 4

Jim Hollmer, clearing 2 feet of snow in 
Crestone on Nov 26.  photo by Lori Nagel



Thanks to the 
community

Dear friends & community,
Nora & I are deeply moved 

by all the support we have, and 
are, receiving from this beautiful 
community to aid me through this 
health challenge.

We are extremely grateful to 
all the friends and family and ac-
quaintances who have been gen-
erous with donations of time and 
meals and funds.  If you are among 
those who have contributed money 
by depositing it in the Neighbors 
Helping Neighbors account at the 
credit union, we have no way of 
knowing who you are.  So we are 
writing this letter to thank you all 
so much for your generosity and 
support.  Alternatively, the NHN 
address is Box 822, Crestone.

There’s no way I could have 
coped with everything without the 
love and support of this incredible 
community.  If I am learning any-
thing from this experience, it is the 
reality of  “It takes a village.”  From 
medical & natural healing folks, to 
those who have come and stacked 
firewood or brought meals, the 
truly community-minded support 
of Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
and its volunteers, and all the good 
wishes and prayers that are com-
ing our way from all corners, we 
are deeply grateful to all of you. 

Thank you so much,
Russell Schreiber

Healthy streams 
benefit all

Dear Editor,
The Crestone Baca Water-

shed Council (CBWC), as a local 
conservation team that advocates 
best practices for water resources, 
streamway habitat restoration, 
education and training, is grati-
fied that important water issues 
are coming to the fore.  We refer 
to the recent articles, etc. in the 
November Crestone Eagle, which 
the CBWC encourages everyone to 
read.

There is much for the discern-
ing person to glean.  Water is bring-
ing its gift.  We urge more people 
to speak out, write letters, attend 
hearings, be an active part of “lo-
calizing” protection and restora-
tion within our greenbelts.  Join in 
these rewarding efforts. 

The CBWC fully supports 
the efforts of our local farmers and 
ranchers—as reported in the No-
vember Eagle—to get justice.  The 
deep-water pumping folly must 
stop before the sub-district ploy 
occurs.  The Closed Basin Project 
must close.  It is time for water 
management to be sustainable.

Our challenge is to apply 
common sense, not computer mod-
els, in a cooperative approach be-
tween producers and conservators.  
CBWC calls on all parties to join us 
in working towards a restorative 
justice approach that utilizes (1) 

nature’s wisdom; (2) riparian and 
streamway ecological practices and 
(3) aquatic species habitat restora-
tion; all of which simultaneously 
recharge artesian springs, ground-
water and aquifers to health.

Please to come to CBWC’s 
Greenbelt Appreciation Day De-
cember 7 (see Haps and calendar 
listings for details). 

For the Crestone Baca Water-
shed Council Steering Committee,

Glyder 
Noah Baen
Paul Kloppenburg 

Death Café a hit
Dear Editor,
Lynda Kucin and I consider 

ourselves so blessed by the over-
whelming turnout for the first Cre-
stone area Death Café, which we 
hosted on November 2, at the El-
ephant Cloud Studio.

Forty-four folks showed up 
and had a wonderful time at the 
“Café”.

There were delicious sweets, 
many of which were donated. Lyn-
da and Joany Nelson went out of 
their way to create a beautiful and 
welcoming afternoon event.  Indi-
viduals gathered in groups of six to 
eight at tables, enjoying food and 
conversation.

I had the honor of hosting/
facilitating the conversation. I’ve 
never been to a Crestone event that 
has had so many people coming to 
share and engage: it was a real 
honor.  I gave the group questions 
from the Death Café site, www.
deathcafe.com, to stimulate dia-
logue among participants. 

The energy in the room built 
as conversations opened and shar-
ing became more intimate. The 
topic itself, our mortality and the 
fears and concerns that surround 
that, made for rich and deep con-
nections.

We are so grateful to all who 
participated. If you were one of the 
participants and have feedback, 
contact ceolp.info@gmail.com.  or 
call Lynda Kucin at 256-5458 or 
Malina at 256-4211. Informed Fi-
nal Choices, the educational arm 
of Crestone End of Life Project, will 
sponsor another Café in the new 
year.

Blessings, 
Malina Feder

Generosity generated a 
beautiful space for CCC

Dear Editor, 
My sincere thanks go out to 

everyone who helped make our 
youth program a success in 2013:

Town of Crestone Board of 
Trustees—your trust in allowing 
us to utilize the Crestone Com-
munity Building, this 135-year 
old historic space; Akia Tanara—
your intuitive and professional 
guidance and friendship; Leanna 
Bradbury—your impeccable fi-
nance and organization skills; 
Gretchen Nelson—your support as 
employee, parent and role model; 
Jim Hollmer—your tender care 
and attention to the building; 
Crystal Wade—holding the overall 
space and intention with your good 
vibes; Carrie Allen—your pres-
ence, creative spark and yummy 
goodies; Whitney Gourdin—bring-
ing fire, energy and deep care to 

the mix; Robert Cole—the super-
chic retro stove that feeds us all 
and your incredible patience, love 
and care of our ringleader; Dono-
van Spitzman—pirate extraordi-
naire and providing flair; Ashlee 
Jernigan—your playful guidance 
and laughter; Nina Clouse—in-
spired creations and attention to 
detail; The Tolian Family—your 
unending support, time and love; 
The Benavidez Family—your joy-
ous artistic volunteer contribu-
tions; Will Baca—hard work and 
belief in our program; Ava Lowe—
the sweet & stylish lounge chairs; 
Lars Skogen—the most comfort-
able couch in the world; Sarah 
& Tom Beggs—awesome couch 
and rug; Mark & Marlon Jacobi, 
Chris Canaly—the big screen TV 
& hugs; Jen Daveler, Benny & 
Jedi Roman—the kicking sound 
system & skate culture; Phil & 
Michele Schechter—the sweetest 
air hockey/pool table; Karen Ken-
ney, Avery Runner, Jeff WishMer, 
Shoshanna—The Dragon Mural; 
The Bliss Café—our old hangout 
ground and delicious treats; The 
Crestone Mercantile—support-
ing our Denver trip & car washes; 
The Elephant Cloud—offering the 
healthiest and most nutritious 
food; The Crestone Food Bank & 
Tom Whitehead—always keeping 
our bellies full with your dona-
tions & cooking; Saguache County 
Commissioners-—making youth 
a  priority in our community; Cre-
stone Eagle—your generous cov-
erage of our events and programs 
CYP & Lanelle Lovelace—your 
generous support to create a wick-
ed Haunted House; Every youth in 
this community who is my inspira-
tion!    Happy 2014!

In gratitude,
Lisa Bodey

Hijacked
Dear Editor,
Well, it looks like our POA 

board has been hijacked by BG-
CAN.  Bruce McDonald and Nigel 
Fuller both got more than 600 votes 
in the election.  It seems to me from 
talking to many locals that chose 
not to vote, that the majority of 
these votes might have come from 
non-resident property owners who  
got their info from the Baca Grande 
Citizens Action Network—which is 
a small group in our community 
that, were I a non-resident mem-
ber of the POA, I would probably 
believe were in the majority and 
were supported by the locals.

Instead, they insinuate and 
accuse some of the best people 
who live here.  The ones who re-
ally serve our community and are 
of the highest integrity.  Their hos-
tility toward the fire department is 
very puzzling and has resulted in 
the resignation of 3 wonderful vol-
unteers.

How many more will they of-
fend before we have no fire depart-
ment at all?

For you with raw land (that 
you probably have up for sale) this 
may not be a big deal.  But fire is 
the most likely catastrophe that 
could occur here.  And we who live 
here and have built our homes with 
love, are now saddled with a POA 
board that we would never have 
elected.

—Joanna Theriault

Page 2 • The Crestone Eagle • December, 2013 www.crestoneeagle.com

Editor’s Notes
Ask a woman

Last week I attend-
ed a gathering of women at 
the Moffat School.  It was a  
“Udall Women’s Policy Network” 
roundtable  presented by Udall’s 
SLV staffer Erin Minks as well as 
community leaders Mikela Tar-
low and Suzanne Ewey.  We were 
invited to join the discussion to 
let Udall know what women were 
concerned about.  Women from all 
over Saguache County attended, 
ranchers, social workers, teach-
ers, those active in their commu-
nities.  It was a great group of 
women and we soon saw that we 
had many common concerns.

Topping the list were youth, 
children, senior and aging issues.  
The need for education and the 
importance of agriculture and the 
environment. The burden of high 
student loans was discussed as 
well as literacy, affordable hous-
ing and health care.  A room full 
of intelligent informed women 
made for some lively conversation 
full of deep compassion.

What really struck me from 
this gathering was when the 
teachers spoke about how many 
children come to school hungry.  
And when the social workers and 
victim advocates spoke about do-
mestic violence.  Yeah, right here.

As we listed our concerns 
we kept returning to econom-
ics and the need for good paying 
jobs.  Having to live on today’s 
minimum wage meant the need 
to get food stamps, to have mar-
ginal housing, not to be able to af-
ford the basics of life, and a huge 
stress on families.

As we celebrate the holidays 
this month, look around and see 
who needs some help.  This heavy 
snowfall will mean heating and 
transportation problems for many.  
And besides maybe bringing a 
food basket, please lobby your 
congressman to increase the mini-
mum wage.  Then maybe we all 
can have future happy holidays.

Happy solstice to you all, 
—Kizzen
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Do the RiGHT thing
Dear friends and neighbors,
I wanted to let you know of a 

quick and easy way you can sup-
port the conservation of land and 
water in the San Luis Valley. On 
December 10, you can join Colora-
doans from all over the state and 
visit ColoradoGives.org and choose 
the Rio Grande Headwaters Land 
Trust (RiGHT) as the beneficiary 
of much needed program funding. 
Since 1999, RiGHT has conserved 
over 24,000 acres of working ranch-
es and farms, water resources, wild-
life habitat and scenic landscapes 
all over the San Luis Valley.

In 2012, we started a campaign 
called “Save the Ranch” to help 
RiGHT meet our costs to protect a 
ranch. There’s a lot that goes into 
each conservation easement project, 
which can take up to two years and 
hundreds of hours of staff time to 
complete, not to mention travel and 
office costs. On average, those costs 
add up to $25 an acre for us. Last 
year, we needed to raise $10,000 to 
protect the Haywood Ranch, and 
thanks to you we achieved our goal 
and slightly more. This year, we are 
turning our attention to the Cone-
jos River corridor where we have 
several exciting conservation pro-
jects underway. Our 2013 Save the 
Ranch goal is $20,000, which will 
help us conserve the beautiful 760-
acre Garcia Ranch, owned by Reyes 
Garcia and his two daughters. Col-
orado Gives has the potential to 
help us meet this significant goal. I 
joined the board of the Rio Grande 
Headwaters Land Trust because 
I believe strongly that it is accom-
plishing some of the most meaning-
ful and definitely long lasting work 
in our region. Important conserva-
tion work like this is only possible 
through the generous help of people 
like you!

Many Thanks, Muchas Gra-
cias,

Angie Krall, Board Chair

Gold fever stories
Howdy Kizzen,
My friend Eileen S. sends me 

the Eagle now and then. I like the 
Chalk Creek Canyon stories and 
I really enjoyed the story of Earl 
and his gold fever. It reminded of 
sixty some years ago when I too 
was searching for gold and lost 
treasure. My buddy and I outfitted 
ourselves at the surplus store on 
Larimer Street in Denver and took 
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Buffy’s new home
Dear Baca residents,
Does this buffalo look familiar 

to you?  Do you remember our local 
rug dealer Richard Enzer?  He had 
placed this buffalo in a field out by 
his ranch in the Grants.  It was cre-
ated for him by local artist Will Bar-
tley who is now willing to let him 
live where he can be seen by all.

Several years ago money 
was raised for this project, but be-
cause of a number of circumstanc-
es “Buffy” never made it to a new 
home.  So a concerned group of us 
have now asked the POA board if 
our buffalo might graze in a grassy 
area just as you enter the Baca on 
the first round curve to the left side 

of the road.  (See picture.)
The POA board would like 

some community feedback before 
they commit to doing so.  Please vis-
it our blog by Dec. 31 at http://cre-
stonebuffy.blogspot.com/ and vote 
as to whether or not you would like 
to see “Buffy” placed here.  We have 
also shared this on Facebook’s Cre-
stonians and Crestone Chill pag-
es.  Donations for moving our 650 
pound buffalo and cementing him 
in place will be accepted by Friends 
of Buffy via Sage Godfrey at PO Box 
369.

Thanks for your support.
Aliyah Alexander
Sage Godfrey
Peter Taylor

continued on page 4

It is being proposed that Richard Enzer’s buffalo sculpture might be placed in an 
area just as you enter the Baca on the first round curve to the left side of the road.  

Friday, December 6th
Crestone Artisan’s Gallery Reception

4-6 pm 
Community Bonfire & Marshmallow Melt

Caroling & Street Dancing
6-8 pm

Saturday, December 7th 
Holiday Shopping Extravaganza

New Crestone Charter School
& your downtown Crestone Merchants

10am-5 pm
Children’s Story Hour - 1 pm

Santa Arrives - 2 pm

Sunday, December 8th
Holiday Shopping Extravaganza

New Crestone Charter School
& your downtown Crestone Merchants

11 am-4 pm

Special Events Both Days
Horse-drawn carriage between downtown & the school

11:30am-2:30pm
Contests

Holiday Cookie Contest
at the new Merc Diner location!

Winners announced at 3pm Sunday

WinterFest 2010WinterFest 2013

Thanks to our 
Early Bird Angel Sponsors: 

Crestone Mercantile
Crestone Artisans Gallery



Page 4 • The Crestone Eagle • December, 2013 www.crestoneeagle.com

Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
There were lots of speeding tickets issued this past month by Sa-

guache County Sheriff ’s officers.  Most of the tickets issued on Hwy 285 
near the Town of Saguache were for going over twenty miles above the 
posted limit. These tickets went to out-of-the-county residents and prob-
ably make it much safer for local traffic in Saguache. Speeding viola-
tions from Saguache itself were for 5-10 miles over the limit. Saguache 
County Sherriff ’s officers were very active catching speeders on Hwy. 
17 near Moffat and a few tickets were issued near the POA building on 
County Rd. T. Quite a few Crestonians were ticketed. Seems like it’s a 
good idea in this busy season to pay attention to how fast we are driving 
to keep more holiday funds in our pockets.

Warrants were issued by the Sheriff ’s Department for several peo-
ple. A Moffat woman was cited for driving with a suspended license and 
not having working tail-lights. A Saguache man was served a warrant 
for retaliation against a judge and a Center resident was brought in for 
second degree burglary, theft and criminal mischief.  Another Center 
man was arrested for deer hunting without a license which he was evi-
dently doing with an illegal rifle within 50 feet of a road.

Capt. George Dingfelder of the CO State Patrol released a state-
ment about a single vehicle accident on November 16 off County Rd HH 
in Costilla County near Ft. Garland. A local woman travelling home to 
Blanca swerved to avoid an animal in the road, crashed and received se-
rious injuries. She was taken by ambulance to the SLV Regional Medical 
Center and then airlifted to St. Anthony’s Hospital in Denver. The victim 
was wearing a seat belt at the time of the crash. “The CO State Patrol 
would like to remind drivers it is safer to brake and maintain your lane 
than to swerve to avoid animals.”

Engineers of Crestone Charter 
School win 2014 Engineering 
Excellence Award
Among 5 projects honored by ACEC/CO

Beaudin Ganze Consulting 
Engineers, Inc. has been awarded 
the American Council of Engi-
neering Companies of Colorado 
Engineering Excellence Award for 
their work on the Crestone Charter 
School.

The Council’s Engineering 
Excellence Awards spotlight how 
engineers are intimately involved 
in creating safe, sustainable in-
frastructure solutions that impact 
nearly every aspect of quality of life  
from developing better roadways 
and sustainable water and power 
supplies to generating outcomes 
that preserve environments and 
revitalize commerce.

Crestone Charter School was 
awarded $5.7 million by the BEST 
(Build Excellent Schools Today) 
Grant Program in 2010 to fulfill a 
vision of community leaders who 
desired to build a new school facil-
ity, which could also be used a com-
munity-gathering place. The old 
school facilities consisted of four 
dilapidated rental buildings that 
had outdated HVAC, plumbing sys-
tems, inoperable windows and air 
quality concerns that compromised 
the educational environment.  In-

corporating dynamic heating, cool-
ing and energy systems was essen-
tial to achieving the goals of the 
new school vision.  

Today the new sustainable 
and solar-supported school fea-
tures classroom and gathering 
space for 75 students, a multi-use 
gym/theater/social space, a proper 
science lab, sufficient administra-
tion and reception space, a confer-
ence room and counseling rooms.  
Crestone is the first and only pub-
lic school in Colorado to operate 
with a ground-coupled solar ther-
mal system, designed by Beaudin 
Ganze Consulting Engineers, In-
corporated. Projections show that 
90% of the building’s heat and hot 
water needs will be met through 
this innovative system. The project 
has become an important commu-
nity asset that will serve students, 
teachers and the community at 
large safely and economically for 
years to come.

The CCS project now ad-
vances to the American Council of 
Engineering Companies’ National 
Competition.  The winner will be 
announced on April 29, 2014 in 
Washington D.C.

Solar panels at the Crestone Charter School are part of its innovative design. 

New Moffat 
School
continued from page 1

phase of the project to provide in-
put and feedback.  Community 
members will also be encouraged 
to reach out to the DAG folks, as 
they will be the representatives of 
the community during the project.  
The design phase of the project will 
move quickly and require dedicat-
ed involvement from the DAG and 
community.  

Here is a schedule of meet-
ing dates and events to be held at 
the Moffat School in the next few 
months:

• Dec 18: Community Meet-
ing (coincides with Moffat School 
Winter Concert) 5:30pm

• Jan 22: Community Meet-
ing  5:30pm

• Feb 26: Community Meet-
ing 5:30pm

A very special thank you goes 
out to the voters of Saguache Coun-
ty for making this project happen.  
Although “once-in-a-lifetime” can 
sometimes be a cliché phrase, in 
the case of this new school facil-
ity and for the community, school 
staff, and board members that 
made this happen, it really is a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
that will be met with excitement 
and great expectations.

Come Celebrate the birth of Christ
Christmas Eve with a candlelight service at 6:00 pm

Refreshments and fellowship will follow.
Merry Christmas and God Bless

Crestone Baptist Church 
A fellowship for everyone

As You Go About Your Day, Please Remember . . .

Support 

Crestone Youth Plaza

By Shopping At The

CYP THRIFT STORE
On the corner of Alder & Galena

(719) 256-5500

The Ripples You Create Today

 Bring About the Changes for Tomorrow

Letters
continued from page 3

a bus to North Park. We hiked up 
Independence Mountain to an old 
gold camp where we were sure we 
would fill a sack with gold dust. 
That lasted about two days.

Then I read an article about 
the Russell Gang treasure. It was 
somewhere up Iron Creek in Hall 
Valley before you head up Keno-
sha Pass. The spot was marked by 
a knife made from an old file that 
was driven into a tree. I spent many 
happy hours looking for that knife. A 
later article said that treasure was 
buried on the south side of Devil’s 
Head Mountain. Off I went to Dev-
il’s Head. I finally had to give it up, 
learn the carpenter trade and spend 
weekends doing side jobs to support 
my family. But I still know a couple 
of stories about where there is a 
vein of pure gold in the wall of Red 
Canyon and a creek where a man 
came out with a fruit jar full of gold 
dust. I guess that gold will have to 
stay there. The old body isn’t up to 
the search.

I’m still curious about Earl 
and Kizzen, the hippie girl who 
lived up Chalk Creek Canyon who 
had enough smarts and chutzpa to 
put out a really good newspaper.

Yours truly,
Carroll Newberry
Westminster, CO

Happy Holidays
to all!

Thank you to all the
supporters of Crestone
Botanical Gardens.  Our 
winter location is in the 
Crestore at the Secret

Garden (Alder & Silver).  
Come and shop the boun-

tiful plant choices and 
other artful items.

Blessings, D’Lane

Ms. Naiya

Vicki Matthews   719/256-5020
C O M M U N I T Y  P R E S C H O O L
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by Matie Belle Lakish
 Elections and budgets domi-

nated county news in November. 
Sales Tax Grants and Gunnison 
Sage Grouse provided a bit of bal-
ance. Veterans’ services was also 
highlighted this month. 

 December is the month when 
commissioners from around the 
state gather for CCI, or Colorado 
Counties, Inc. Winter Conference. 
CCI, a non-profit educational or-
ganization for county commission-
ers and other state officials, offers 
a chance for commissioners to get 
together for education and strate-
gic planning on key issues within 
Colorado. Because of CCI, the first 
meeting for Saguache County Com-
missioners in December will be on 
the 10th.

Budget issues
 Boring as it may be to read 

about, finances are often the real 
determiner of what families, and 
governments, can actually do. Thus, 
the county’s budget process is criti-
cal for decision-making as the com-
missioners make their plans for 
2014. This year’s budget process 
has been complicated by the federal 
shutdown in October, and the stale-
mate on funding at the federal level. 
Saguache County relies heavily on 
PILT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) 
and SRS (Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination 
Act). Because so much of Saguache 
County is federal land (76%), such 
as Forest Service, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, and BLM land, our county 
is unusually dependent on these 
funds, both for county government 
functions and school funding. SRS 
funding was finally secured when 
Congress attached it to, of all things, 
a helium bill. PILT, however, which 
has always been a mandated fund-
ing measure at the federal level, has 
lost that status, and as of press time, 
has not been funded. Thus, commis-
sioners have had to look at cutting 
expenses in all departments and for 
most services to make up for the ½ 
to ¾ million anticipated shortfall if 
PILT remains unfunded for 2014. 

 Commissioners are trying 
hard to avoid staff cuts, but that 
means that many programs will 
take a hit, such as the Center Li-
brary and CSU Extension. Sales 
tax grants will continue at present, 
but competition is getting stiffer as 
many county departments are ap-
plying for these grants to supple-
ment special needs. For instance 
the coroner, the sheriff, and Depart-
ment of Social Services all received 
modest grants for equipment and 
repairs that might otherwise have 
been paid for by county revenues. 
There is still time for PILT to be 
funded, and our federal representa-
tives are working in our behalf. 

Elections
 County Clerk Carla Gomez 

and her staff have dealt with a new 
situation of an all mail-in ballot as 
they carried out the recent off-year 
election, which nevertheless saw 

some important issues. At the local 
level, voters approved the mill levy 

for the Moffat School, which 
provides matching funds for 
a BEST grant to build a new 

building. It also included a 
tax measure for schools, 

which failed, and a tax 
measure for imple-
menting marijuana 
legislation and im-
proving school infra-

structure, which passed. Gomez re-
ports that voter turnout was about 
50%, which is lower than the ap-
proximately 75% of voters in 2012, 
but good for an off-year election. It 
was also the first time the clerk’s of-
fice and voters experienced the new 
state mandate to carry out all elec-
tions by mail-in ballot. This provid-
ed an opportunity to “work the bugs 
out” of a required process before the 
state and federal elections of 2014.

 Gomez announced “that the 
election equipment we had contract-
ed to rent for this year’s November 
election, is being provided to the 
County at no cost, by Elections Sys-
tems and Software, ES&S.   

“This is a much appreciated 
gesture on behalf of ES&S, which 
is the company that previous clerk, 
Melinda Myers had purchased the 
M650 tabulating machine from 
in 2010, which was at the center 
of controversy in that year’s elec-
tion.  In an effort to avoid election 
related problems and lawsuits that 
have plagued this County for many 
years, and in our effort to regain 
the confidence of voters, I believe 
that it is imperative that we take 
the action to have a complete, ap-
proved voting system with all the 
required components. I had entered 
into a rental agreement with ES&S 
for two tabulating machines, two 
Direct Recording Equipment (DRE) 
or handicap accessible voting ma-
chines, the software and other com-
ponents required for this voting sys-
tem, including training and on-site 
support, for the amount of $8,285.  I 
believe this was a justified action to 
bring us into compliance with elec-
tion rules, especially now with the 
passage of House Bill 1303 and the 
sweeping changes to the election 
process this bill contains.    

 “I was contacted by ES&S in 
late September, informing me that 
they were revising the contract to 
reflect ‘no charge’ for any of this 
equipment and services. I was not 
provided with any explanation and 
will not speculate as to their rea-
son for this decision. I do, however, 
gratefully accept their offer. In my 
letter to them dated October 4th, I 
wrote ‘On behalf of the citizens and 
electors of Saguache County, I ex-
press my gratitude to ES&S for this 
gesture to help right the emotional 
and economic impact of the events 
surrounding the last couple of elec-
tions.  As we are working to regain 
the confidence of voters through 
this upcoming election, continuing 
to use your equipment and services, 
this offering to us is gratefully ac-
cepted.’”

 Gomez said, “I would also like 
to inform voters that there is a new 
website, MyColoradoVote.com. You 
can check your voter registration 
information with connections with 
the Secretary of State’s office at this 
site. You can also visit govotecolo-
rado.com, which is the Secretary of 
State’s site. You can make changes 
to your information at both of these 

locations by following the prompts.”  
Gunnison Sage Grouse
 Saguache County now has 15 

new residents—Sage Grouse, that 
is. In an effort to reinstate a popula-
tion that seems to have disappeared, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) transplanted 17 young birds, 
15 of which seem to have survived 
the transplant, to likely sagebrush 
territory north of Villa Grove. An 
additional transplant of 15 more 
birds is planned for spring. These 
transplants are part of a larger ef-
fort to protect the Gunnison Sage 
Grouse, and, locals hope, keep it off 
the Endangered Species List. Once 
a species is listed on the ESL it puts 
significant restraints on landown-
ers who have appropriate habitat 
on their property. Commissioners 
are trying to avoid federal listing 
by collaborating with other coun-
ties to come up with a local plan 
that can protect the birds. FWS, at 
the national level, is responsible for 
the decision whether to list, or not. 
Linda Joseph, who has been work-
ing most closely on this issue, said 
the national agency keeps finding 
new concerns that need to be ad-
dressed, but she is hopeful that a 
collaborative agreement is close 
to completion that will protect the 
birds without the listing. Two local 
ranchers that have property within 
the grouse’s traditional range at-
tended to express concern about an 
ES listing. One rancher said, “those 
birds don’t like to live here”, noting 
that previous transplants have not 
been successful over the long term. 
Both men expressed gratitude that 
commissioners are trying to find an 
alternative to Endangered Species 
Listing.

Land Use Master Planning
 The Crestone-Baca Planning 

Commission has been engaging in 
an update of the area Master Plan 
for about three years, as the current 
Master Plan is almost twenty years 
old. Earlier in the year, local citi-
zens and owners of property in the 
area received a survey in the mail 
regarding their priorities for land 
use. Those survey responses have 
now been compiled and the Plan-
ning Commission is discussing the 
implications for a new Master Plan. 
If you are interested in the process, 
which will be ongoing for several 
months, the next meeting is Janu-
ary 8, at 9am at the POA Hall.

Spiritual Center in San 
Juans

 In Crestone, we are so used to 
spiritual centers of various flavors 
that we have few concerns if we 
hear of one moving into the area. 
Not so on the other side of the Val-
ley. A Buddhist group is proposing 
the Diamond Way Retreat Center in 
the Ewing Ranch subdivision in the 
San Juans. They have purchased 
5 lots, each sizeable, and have 
submitted a plan for a center that 
would be primarily for small group 
and individual retreats, but with 
one or two special events that would 
bring more people to the area. They 
have proposed several mitigations 
to reduce impacts to neighbors, but 
current residents of the develop-
ment, as well as two ranchers who 
have grazing rights nearby, are 
concerned that their privacy will 
be compromised, that traffic will be 
much worse, that gates will be left 
open and wells will dry up. They 
appealed to commissioners to post-
pone the decision and to require 

that the retreatants use a different 
access road than the one other resi-
dents use, citing excessive traffic 
caused by “looky-loos”, as well as re-
treat traffic. Commissioners visited 
the site and inspected the proposed 
alternative access, but determined 
that it was not a legal access. A 
number of other local Saguache citi-
zens spoke in favor of the economic 
development opportunities that this 
group could bring, and Jeff Shook, 
Saguache County Planning Com-
mission, said that this has been in 
the works for over 5 years and that 
there have already been six meet-
ings on the proposal this year. He 
recommended that it be approved.

 Jason Anderson, commission-
er for Crestone/Baca area, said that 
the board is required to look only 
at the “facts and the law”, that he 
supports private property rights, 
and was assured by the county’s at-
torney that all documents had been 
submitted for a Conditional Use 
Permit. He noted that, while there 
may be more traffic at some times, 
the project may ultimately reduce 
density by taking five lots out of 
development. The board approved 
the permit with some added traffic 
conditions and promised to examine 
the issue again carefully when it 
comes up for review in a year.

 Have a wonderful Holiday 
Season.

Bringing Veterans’ 
Services closer to 
Saguache Co. Vets

Saguache County Veterans 
Services Officer, Jim Sheeran, is 
reaching out and offering month-
ly open house and office hours 
around Saguache County. Veter-
ans can visit with Jim at:

 •Crestone/Moffat: YES! 
building next to the Library on T 
Road. Every second Wednes-
day, 10am to 4pm

 •Center/La Garita: Haskin 
Public Health/Human Services 
building. The third Thursday of 
each month, 10am to 4pm

 •Saguache: at the Saguache 
Clinic off 4th Street. Wednesday 
and Thursday, 9am to 4pm, and 
Fri. 9am to 3pm

Jim is welcoming and en-
couraging all veterans to learn 
about the many benefits they 
have earned, and to sign up for 
benefits if they haven’t already 
done so. Call Jim at 719-655-
2680 for more information.

Veterans please 
register!

Only 100 more regis-
tered veterans in the San 
Luis Valley will bring better 
veterans’ services here.

 Staffing and services to 
veterans are determined in part 
by how many veterans are regis-
tered in the area. The SLV Clinic 
staffing and services are based 
on a registered population of 
1,200 vets. When 1,300 are reg-
istered, the Alamosa Clinic be-
comes eligible for additional doc-
tor and nursing staff.  With an 
estimated 2,200 veterans in the 
valley, just 100 more registering 
will make a huge difference in 
quality of services that cannot be 
accomplished any other way.

Saguache 
  County 
   News
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by Deputy Clerk 
Leanna Bradbury
“Artisans Park” donated to 

the public
Kim and Nancy Malville have 

been so generous with use of their 
property between the Crestone Ar-
tisans Gallery and the Crestone 
Town Center that many area resi-
dents have considered it a public 
park and didn’t know that it was 
privately owned. Nancy Malville 
has now officially donated this 142’ 
by 100’ green space to the Town of 
Crestone. As public property it will 
now be maintained by the town, 
and its art pieces will move fur-
ther west onto the lots holding the 
Crestone Artisans Gallery and Cre-
stone Eagle building. 

Kim and Nancy have contrib-
uted to the town’s development in 
many ways. In 2006, Kim sold the 
town the lot that is now Little Pearl 
Park for a price significantly lower 
than its appraised value. Kim has 
also contributed a regular article, 
Skies over Crestone, to the Eagle 
for many years. Their legacy is a 
major green space in the center of 
town that has benefited thousands 
of people and will continue to do 
so for a very long time. On behalf 
of the entire community the Town 
Trustees thank them both for this 
major donation.

Leash law and require-
ment to clean up dog excre-
ment 

The new leash law adopted 
October 14 has had a public educa-

tion period while dog owners were 
informed, signs ordered, and the 
November news article circulated. 
Now enforcement begins. Your 
dog(s) must be leashed at all times 
throughout the incorporated town 
anytime they are off your own prop-
erty. If you are shopping with your 
dog, you may leave it tethered out-
side the business if away from the 
entrance. Owners or caretakers are 
now required to remove their dogs’ 
excrement immediately. Violations 
carry fines of $25 first offense, $50 
second offense, $100 third offense, 
and a mandatory municipal court 
appearance for the 4th and any 
subsequent offenses. The intention 
of this law is to protect the health 
and safety of the many humans 
and other animal species who live 
and visit here. 

Our new public works as-
sistant

Karl Grose, who has been 
plowing snow for the town for the 
last year, will now be visible in 
town a lot more as he learns the in-
tricacies of maintaining our parks, 
buildings, roads, cemetery, and 
whatever else could possibly come 
up. Karl’s appointment is in prepa-
ration for Public Works Coordina-
tor Jim Hollmer to retire in April, 
2014. Jim is so versatile and indis-
pensable that it will take time to 
learn his job. It’s wonderful to have 
the question “What will we ever do 
without Jim?’ answered with Karl’s 
willing service and many skills. 

by Cindy Reinhardt for the Baca Grande 
Water & Sanitation District Staff & Board of Directors
Faced with a loss in tax revenue of almost $61,000 as a result of the 

decrease in assessed valuation of property within the district, an aging 
infrastructure requiring on-going maintenance and repairs, as well as the 
need for capital improvements, district staff and board approached the 
2014 budget process with the priorities of maintaining systems’ reliability 
and having a solid financial foundation long term. 

In the end, after much discussion and review of several alternative 
scenarios, the board voted to increase the mill levy from 46 to 48 mills, 
monthly water and sewer rates by $2 per month for each of these services, 
and Availability of Service (AOS) fees by $10 per year.

Despite increases in costs for utilities, insurance, and materials for 
maintenance and repairs, the budget for operations expenses represents 
only a three percent increase over actual 2013 expenditures.  Staff and 
board will review expenses again in January in an effort to identify areas 
that may be cut without jeopardizing future stability.  The district will also 
continue to review the assessed values in cooperation with other taxing 
authorities such as the Library District to be sure that all properties that 
should be on the tax roll are as accurate as possible.

The mill levy increase will recoup approximately $30,000 of the rev-
enue lost by the decrease in assessed value. A review of 14 random proper-
ties showed that most property owners whose property values declined will 
still see a decrease in their taxes.  While there will be exceptions for prop-
erties with significant increases in assessed value, most properties that 
experience an increase will range from $4 to $42 per year.   

The monthly water and sewer rate increase is projected to add ap-
proximately $34,000 in revenue. The AOS increase is estimated to add 
$8,000 in revenue.  Combined, the three increases recoup the estimated 
loss of tax revenue and allow the district to add to reserve fund balances 
for emergency needs in the future.

“No board member wants to raise taxes or fees,” said Vicki Matthews, 
board president. “But, this board is committed not only to this year, but 
to provide future financial stability and the ability to fund needed capital 
projects.”

Before voting on the budget and fee increases, Director Kyle Grote 
asked the audience for their input.  The three members of the public in at-
tendance indicated that they agreed with the proposed budget and increas-
es.  Long-time observer Michael Scully, said “I don’t see how the district 
can operate (the water and sewer systems) for less than $100 per customer 
per month.”  Asked later, he shared that the comment was meant light-
heartedly rather than as an exact figure, but that, having observed board 
meetings for many years, he is impressed with district operations.

In addition to the operations budget, the board also adopted a Capi-
tal Projects budget for the remaining bond funds. The budget of $769,078 
includes water meter replacement, leak detection and repair, motel well 
improvements, sewage lift station upgrades, water main line redundancy 
in high risk areas, and heavy equipment replacement. 

In terms of operations, General Manager Steven Harrell reported 
that the operations staff completed its goal of cleaning 60,000 linear feet 
of the sewer collection system and that approximately 50% of the system 
has now been jetted.  This regular maintenance is aimed at decreasing 
sewage backups, costly breaks and other problems requiring expensive re-
pairs.  He also reported that the annual summer fire hydrant maintenance 
program is complete for this year and that 278 hydrants were checked, 
painted and repaired as needed. 

2014 Budget tops 
November BGWSD agenda

Baca Grande
Water And Sanitation

District

Winter arrives in Crestone. Looking east up Galena Avenue.  photo by Lori Nagel

Wishing
Everyone

Happy Holidays
 ˜Ken and Joany Nelson
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by the board of the Crestone 
Fire Protection District 
The Crestone Fire Protection 

District (CFPD, dba the Crestone 
Emergency Services District or 
CrESD) is in a quandary. To be or not 
to be? Even though the results of the 
dissolution vote last March showed 
that the local community, by a mar-
gin of 2-to-1, wants the Crestone 
Fire Protection District to continue, 
not to dissolve, we cannot become 
operational without the passage of a 
mill levy to fund district operations. 
The voters have had an opportunity 
to vote on this issue twice already—
the first time when they voted to 
create the district in November 
2011, and again in May of 2012. The 
second mill levy vote lost by 2 votes. 
Here’s the problem: do we go for an-

other mill levy vote, most likely in 
November 2014? Well—there are a 
number of challenges:

•	 Money. It cost us about 
$8,000 to run the last mill levy elec-
tion.  A mill levy election would have 
to be a mail-in vote.This does not in-
clude legal fees, which up now have 
been pro bono, to the tune of about 
$20,000, including the cost to suc-
cessfully refute a law suit by Bruce 
McDonald and Diane Dunlap. There 
will be legal fees if we link the mill 
levy vote to dissolution, i.e., if the 
mill levy were not to pass, the dis-
trict would be dissolved. That would 
require complicated ballot ques-
tions, petitions, signature verifica-
tions, etc. We may need to modify 
the District Service Plan, another 
costly legal process.  It will require 
substantial community support for 
the district to get on the ballot.

• Modifying	the	Service	Plan. 
We believe one reason the mill levy 
has not passed is because it may 
be asking for more than people are 
willing to pay. If we leave ambulance 
services with the POA while main-
taining a high level of fire protection 

services, we can ask for significantly 
less than the original 16 mills. But 
first we have to come to an agree-
ment with the POA.

• Agreement	 with	 the	 POA. 
If the POA declines to lease fire-
fighting equipment and facilities to 
the district, the district cannot fight 
fires. Without an agreement with 
the POA, we believe we cannot ap-
proach the voters for another fund-
ing request despite the public man-
date. The irony in this situation is 
that it was the POA that originally 
got this ball rolling along with other 
community members. The POA was 
advised to get out of the emergency 
services business. Fire departments 
are usually public, governmental 
entities, not private home owners’ 
associations. In our particular case, 
the POA wanted not to be responsi-
ble for emergency services on top of 
the many other things it is responsi-
ble for, thereby reducing exposure to 
liability and reducing costs, which, 
in theory, could reduce dues. We con-
tinue to try to find a way to lease 
equipment and remove liability from 
the POA, which was a major stick-
ing point in the past. We believe an 
agreement can be worked out, but 
only if both parties agree they want 
this to happen. 

So, getting back to our quan-
dary. We actually have to make a 
decision on whether “to be or not be” 
really soon. The Crestone Fire Pro-
tection District is required to hold 

an election for new officers in May 
2014. If we do not hold this election 
we will be “administratively dis-
solved” by law. If we cannot forge an 
agreement with the POA in the next 
few months, we are seriously con-
sidering this option, i.e., not hold-
ing a May election and letting go of 
the district. Even a relatively small 
walk-in election for officers will cost 
the district money it does not have 
and does not bring us any closer to 
becoming  operational. 

This is what we are consider-
ing (options 1-3 are contingent upon 
arriving at an agreement with the 
POA):

 1. Re-enacting the original 
mill levy request

 2. Applying for a mill levy for 
fire protection only, with a signifi-
cantly reduced mill levy

 3. Investigating being annexed 
by the Northern Saguache Fire Pro-
tection District and assisting them 
to achieve an agreement with the 
POA

 4. Being administratively dis-
solved.

We want to do what we have 
been charged to do. We are inter-
ested in your opinion. We meet the 
second Thursday of the month, at 
6:30pm in the Crestone Town Hall.

Submitted	 by	 the	 CrESD	
Board:	 Frederick	 Dunets,	 David	
Hillman,	 Eli	 Dokson,	 Bill	 Suther-
land,	and	Peter	Taylor

CrESD in a quandary

10% off
Second

Sundays

THE ALAMOSA LIVE MUSIC ASSOCIATION

ALMA enables quality, diverse music and other 
performing arts in the San Luis Valley.  

Visit our website for the latest schedule of events.
Adams State College

Leon Memorial Hall, Alamosa, CO

(719) 580-0379     www.almaonl ine.org

DanZen
With

Diane
719-256-5912

Mondays & Wednesdays 10:45

Elephant Cloud Studio

m
dianebairstow

@
gm

ail.com
 

              N A O M I  L A K E  

naomi@naomilake.com ~  www.naomilake.com

Crestone
719 937-7803

Santa Fe
505 982-1183Weaving the Tapestry of Conscious Health

        ...wishes
      you a 
Happy Holiday

Matie Belle Lakish
791.256.4252

matieb42@gmail.com

Please call for
holiday gifts of

Fine Soaps & 
Salves

• Energy Healing • The Journey® 
• Herbal Medicine • Classes & Herb Walks 

• House Clearings

www.rootsofhealing.com

Dorje Root, 
RH (AHG) 
Herbalist / 
Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786  
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

Láné Sáan Moonwalker
Working With Elementals

December 7th
Element Wisdom

December 8th
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by Lisa Cyriacks
Election results for local 

school bond issue: 472 YES for the 
bond issue question for the new 
school in Moffat, 163 NO. School 
Board election results: Linda God-
frey, Krissy Hedstrom, and Lisa 
Rosen were all affirmed with 384, 
390 and 333 votes respectively. 
In the only contested seat for the 
school board, Jerry Berry won with 
219 votes over Brian Morgan who 
received 139 votes.

Statewide, Constitutional 
Amendment increasing income tax-
es with proceeds for schools failed 
with 65% voting NO and 35% vot-
ing YES.  Proposition AA, the sales 
and excise tax for recreational mar-

ijuana passed 65% voting YES and 
35% voting NO.

Proposition AA would im-
pose a 15% excise tax on wholesale 
transfers of recreational marijuana 
and another 10% statewide sales 
tax at the retail level. The excise 
tax money would go toward school 
construction, as specified in the 
constitutional amendment passed 
last year that legalized recreation-
al marijuana sales.

Local governments that allow 
pot sales will get a 15% cut of the 
statewide sales tax money.

According to the state’s voter 
guide, Proposition AA’s sales tax is 

expected to generate close to $40 
million a year, of which about $6 
million would be shared with local 
governments.

In most parts of the state, 
including Saguache County, the 
number of ballots cast was higher 
than in 2011. Turnout at Saguache 
County November 6, 2013 elections 
increased from 2011 turnout by 378 
voters. Statewide it seems the more 
controversial issues on the ballot or 
the more contested local elections 
drove voter turnout higher.

Colorado legislators earlier 
this year made mail-balloting the 
law, rather than just an option. 
Previously, the state allowed vot-
ers the choice of getting a ballot 
mailed to them. Seventy-four per-
cent of voters chose to vote by mail 
ballot in the 2012 General Election. 
The November 5, 2013 election re-
quired that all registered voters be 
mailed a ballot.

In Saguache County, there are 
4,218 registered voters with a total 
of 1,860 ballots cast. Out of these, 
48 ballots were rejected, result-
ing in 1,812 ballots being counted. 
This means that 2,358 ballots were 
mailed out that were returned un-
deliverable or not returned at all. 
Only 30 persons chose to cast a bal-
lot in person at the courthouse, the 
only voting center in the county.

Saguache County Clerk Carla 
Gomez shared her concerns about 

rising costs of elections with the 
Saguache County Board of County 
Commissioners during recent budg-
et discussions. She estimates costs 
to be $8,000 for both a primary and 
a general election in 2014, which 
does not include voting equipment 
rental. Specific numbers are not 
available yet but it appears that it 
roughly costs $2 per ballot to print, 
mail and process.

Vote tabulation equipment for 
this election was provided by ES&S 
at no cost, as an ongoing reflection 
of problems with the earlier con-
tract for the controversial M650 
used in the 2010 General Election 
and paid for with funds provided 
under the Help America Vote Act. 
The M650 did not meet the state’s 
certification requirements and the 
Secretary of State’s office, which 
oversees HAVA funds and the con-
tracts for the purchase of equip-
ment using these funds, intervened 
securing the lease of an approved 
voting system with all required 
components at no cost to Saguache 
County.

Costs for equipment rental in 
2014 for both the primary and gen-
eral elections could be as much as 
$17,000. The Secretary of State’s 
office is currently working on an 
updated definiton of Unified Voting 
Systems to be implemented in 2015 
and could require purchase of spe-
cific equipment.

“Earth Visions”
work by fourteen members of

CrestoneArtists
on exhibit at the

Salida Steam Plant Paquette Gallery
through December 31st

Reception for the artists December 6 from 5pm to 7pm
www.CrestoneArtists.com

Deep peace to all -
The Nada

Community

Advent and  
Christmas
 Blessings 
from the 

Nada Carmelite 
Hermitage.

Saguache election results:  Turnout 
increases, mail ballot costs increase 
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The Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association held their an-
nual meeting and election on No-
vember 22.  Six hundred and nine-
teen votes were needed out of a total 
of 3099 members in good standing 
to establish a quorum. Despite ear-
lier concerns that a quorum might 
not be reached, 801 approved bal-
lots were counted, approximately 
27% of the membership.  Only two 
candidates ran for the two open 
seats for the POA Board of Direc-
tors. Nigel Fuller received 654 
votes and Bruce McDonald 623.  

In the months preceding the 
election, there was an effort by POA 
property owners, unhappy with 
the two candidates, to discourage 
members from casting their ballots 
to prevent there being a quorum.  
Fuller and McDonald are both par-
ties in a lawsuit in which they are 
suing three other former and cur-
rent POA board members.

POA Board Chairman Rus-
sell Schreiber presided over the 
well-attended meeting.  After the 
announcement of the votes, one of 
the first items members discussed 
was issues with the Baca Grande 
Fire Department.  Three fire-
fighters reported that locks were 
changed at the firehouse and al-
though some firefighters received 
keys, others were locked out.  They 
were told they needed paperwork 
updated and driver’s license and 
background checks done before 
they would be considered “firefight-
ers in good standing” and get new 
keys.  Firefighters stated that all 
this paperwork should have been 
done first, and then locks changed 
and new keys issued.  Firefighters 
voiced their concerns to POA man-
agement, saying the community 
was being put in danger.   It was 
several days before keys were is-
sued to all the firefighters.  Board 
member Matie Belle Lakish said 
that the board was not consulted 
on the lock changing.  It seemed at 
the meeting that no one was will-
ing to accept responsibility for the 
way the locks were changed.

Volunteer firefighters Lisa 
Bodey, Steve Fillenberg and David 
Harper talked about problems be-
tween the Baca FD and the POA 
board.  They felt that fire fighters 
were not respected, but disparaged. 
All three publicly resigned at the 
meeting.  Lisa Bodey and Steven Fil-
lenberg both read their statements 
to the board and member audience.  
Fillenberg, a volunteer for nine years, 
stated that the fire department has 
being undermined and harassed.  

Lisa Bodey read a powerful 
statement on why she was resign-
ing. She felt that the POA Board of 
Directors should be held to the same 
standards as emergency service vol-
unteers. “We must have changes in 
our POA organization that creates 
stability in our procedures so long-
term planning can occur. When fire 
chiefs identified problems and have 
offered solutions they are being faced 
with being fired and suspended.”

David Harper had liability 
concerns, saying that a firefighter 
working for this private corpora-
tion doesn’t have the same ben-
efits and protections as firefighters 
working for government and public 

entities. 
 Mikela Tarlow expressed appre-

ciation to the firefighters and dismay 
at their resignation, saying that she 
hoped these problems could be solved 
so that we didn’t lose more dedicated 
volunteers. There were concerns that 
the fire dept. budget may be cut by 
$50,000.  The POA budget for 2014 
has yet to be finalized.

Hammersmith
Several audience members ex-

pressed the opinion that Hammer-
smith Management company should 
no longer be hired by the POA and 
that management operations, book-
keeping, etc. should be done by local-
ly hired people. Others spoke in favor 
of keeping Hammersmith, saying 
that they provide a valuable service 
for a reasonable cost.  One audience 
member stated “Between the board 
and an often-outspoken audience, it 
often seems that Hammersmith is 
the only adult in the room.”

CrESD 
Eli Dockson, president of Cre-

stone Emergency Services District 
gave an update on what is hap-
pening with CrESD. (See related 
article).  He stressed that he hoped 
that CrESD and the POA board 
could work together to create solu-
tions to make the fire district work 
and suggested that more research 
be done to see if the POA could 
lease its equipment to CrESD.

Lot consolidation
There was discussion on lot 

consolidation.  There were some 
concerns that millions of dollars 
over the years had been lost in dues 
due to lot consolidation.  People 
then spoke in support of lot con-
solidation saying that it saved on 
the cost of services that would have 
to be provided otherwise and in-
creased the value of property.  Long 
time property owner Frank Judson 
said he wouldn’t have wanted to 
see a potential build out of 10,000 
lots.  Reduced population density 
was viewed as a good thing that 
created a better quality of life.

Ken Nelson suggested that, 
like area schools, the POA use a Pol-
icy Governance Process whereby the 
board makes policy, which empow-
ers management to put that policy 
into action and oversee the staff.  Eli 
Dockson said PGP stops boards from 
micro-managing.  Schreiber said 
that currently no board members 
have authority to act on their own or 
to direct staff.   Diane Dunlap said 
that PGP works best for schools.

Bill Sutherland brought up 
that rather than the POA only hav-
ing one meeting a month where the 
board can make decisions and vote, 
they are now moving to several 
meetings a month.  Numerous meet-
ings make it hard for members to at-
tend and keep informed of board de-
cisions.  Schreiber replied that there 
were often times that the board 
needed to make a decision and have 
it implemented quickly, rather than 
having to wait a whole month.

While there were at times 
some raised voices and passionate 
feelings, overall there was an im-
pression of attempting to work to-
gether.  New board member Nigel 
Fuller stated that he was willing to 
listen to members’ concerns.

That’s a start.

POA holds annual election, 2 new board 
members elected, 3 firefighters resign

Snow!
continued from page 1

autos and clear driveways, the 
main roads were cleared before 
many people were able to dig out, 
while side roads were plowed later 
in the day.

Local facebook pages lit up 
with photos and requests for snow 
removal assistance or comments 
of “just staying home by the wood 
stove”.   Electric power, phone and 
internet did not go out.  

Keno’s weather station in the 
Baca recorded the total snowfall 
for the day of Nov. 25 at 20.4 inch-
es, which broke the old record for 
the date of 4.0 inches, set in 1991. 
(This snowfall figure did not factor 
in snow that was already on the 
ground). He reports: “this total is 
the second highest one day snow-
fall total for any day in November, 

the record is 28.5 inches, set on 
Nov 28, 1997. We also set a record 
for the day for precipitation, of 1.92 
inches, shattering the old mark of 
0.12 inches, set in 1992. That also 
is the most ever precip in one day 
for the month, the old record was 
1.62 inches, set on Nov 28, 1997. 
This total is also the third high-
est one day total ever for Crestone/
Baca.”

Typical for Colorado mountain 
areas, despite the heavy snowfall, 
school was not cancelled at Moffat 
school, but they did issue a 2-hour 
start delay.  The Crestone Charter 
School started at its normal time.

By mid morning the sun came 
out—the first real sun the area had 
seen in four days.

The Crestone Creative Coun-
cil has youth workers available to 
help shovel snow in the Crestone 
area.  Call Lisa Bodey at 719-480-
5925 if you need help.

Hooray snow! Nick Meisman on a snow pile in Crestone.

Yeah, it’s deep!  Walking on a Baca trail in thigh deep snow.

Two feet of snow cover old cabins in the Town of Crestone. 
 all photos this page by Lori Nagel
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Singers and soloists will be 
featured in a festive concert that 
has been assembled by Randy 
Macy, long time musical collabora-
tor with violinist Sarah Off, at the 
Colorado College, Dec. 22, at 2pm. 
Sarah Off has endeared herself to 
Crestone audiences for years at 
the Hazlerig House with her ex-
quisite musicianship and her radi-
ant personality. Sarah and Randy 
gave an outstanding Christmas 
concert here last year, and this 
should be an even better musical 
delight.  

The program will include 
such well known composers as 
Handel, Fauré, and Saint Saens 
(selections from the Christmas 
Oratorio), as well as other lesser 
known composers. 

Joining Sarah and Randy will 
be well known Crestone resident 
Robert Demko (tenor), Sunia Dee-
lendorf (soprano) of Crestone and 
longtime student of Sue Vaughn, 
Martin McKee (baritone) from Sa-
guache, and Nicole Kandelind (so-
prano, Denver) who has performed 
with the Opera Colorado Chorus 
and various Denver and Fort Col-
lins musical theater venues.

Music will include sacred 
standards as well as secular songs 
of the season. Also, there will be 
an audience singalong of popular 
Christmas tunes. Come get in the 
Christmas spirit at the College, 
Sunday, Dec. 22, at 2pm. Admis-
sion $15, seniors and students 
$10. Info 256-4135.

Crestone Artisans Gallery—the 
place to shop for the holidays

The Crestone Artisans Gallery 
is a cooperative gallery represent-
ing over 20 local artists and craft 
persons.  Our members have been 
working to fill the gallery with new 
and exciting gifts for the holiday 
season.  There is something for eve-
ryone and every budget!  

 If you’re looking for jewelry, 
we are the place to shop for unique 
one-of-a-kind items!  Jeff & Myan 
Sorensen of Dancing Elk Designs 
create jewelry made from shed elk 
antler, polished and decorated with 
gemstones and precious metals.  
Robin Rosenberg designs jewelry 
with kiln-fired dichroic glass, blown 
glass beads and crystals.  Jane Ador-
ney displays her lines of “Dreaming 
Divas” and “Miyo”, contemporary 
and classy jewelry with sparkle.  
Galaxy Dancer offers elegance and 
style with precious stones, pearls 
and gems.  Melinda Myers has unu-
sual and colorful feather and beaded 
earrings.  Nancy Onizuko displays 
leather wrapped stone necklaces 
and medicine bags for both men and 
women.

Fine art painters Beatris Bur-
goin, Mae Green, Jo Anne Kiser and 
Kaia Dercum are showing current 
work in oil, water color and acrylic 
painting.   Original wall art, mat-
ted and framed prints and greeting 
cards are available.  Jane Adorney 
will have prints and originals of 
her collage art along with journals.  
In photography, see the landscape 
work of Autumn Grinath, Robin 
James, Patrick Moore and Lori 
Nagel.  

Glass artist Jodi Price will 
bring sparkle to any home with her 
open designed bejeweled stained 
glass window hangings.   Robin 
Rosenberg will show kiln fired 

plates, clocks and tables.  Don’t miss 
Steve Fillenberg’s Angel: a full size 
stained glass wall hanging which 
took him years to create!  

The gallery represents three 
wood artists.  Karl Grose, a wood 
turner, will have pieces from lo-
cal cedar & aspen and various 
hardwoods; bowls, platters, can-
dle sticks, bird houses, meditation 
benches.  Barbara Hoeppner has 
painted whimsical folk art furni-
ture, tables, mirrors and wall hang-
ings.  Bob Adler is a master box 
maker, decorative or for jewelry.

Fine crafts in pottery, leath-
er, paper and textiles make great 
gifts!  Hand stitched leather purses 
and wallets by Nancy Onizuko will 
be available.  Textile artist Moira 
Forsythe will be showing her hand-
woven scarves and knitted shawls.  
Allison Wonderland has unusual 
paper sculpture and sheets of hand-
made paper.   Ring in the New Year 
with Rose Burek’s Wind Art con-
structed from found metal objects, 
brass bells and beads.  Helen Martin 
brings organic functional pottery; 
mugs, bowls and platters glazed in 
rich hues with textured details and 
soft shapes. We also have angels, 
children’s jumpsuits, hand warm-
ers, handmade soap, tinctures and 
herbs, books and music.  

CAG will start the Winterfest 
celebration off with an artist recep-
tion on Friday, December 6th from 
2-5.  Come meet the artists, enjoy 
refreshments and live music.  Gal-
lery hours for December are daily 
from 11-4, closed on Tuesdays.  
We’ll be open December 24 for your 
last minute gift purchases.  Shop 
locally and support your Crestone 
businesses, neighbors and friends.  
Happy Holidays!

Gala Christmas concert at the 
Colo. College, December 22

Sarah Off, Nicole KandeLind and Randy Macy to perform a Christmas concert Decem-
ber 22 at Colorado College. 

Horizons Ceremonies LLC       Patricia Eagle, Life-Cycle Celebrant®
719.992.0383

www.horizonsceremonies.com      horizonsceremonies@gmail.com

Patricia creates and officiates ceremonies for significant, 
transitional times that include weddings and Colorado 

same sex unions; vow renewals; funerals (including 
home funerals), memorials and pre-arranged memori-
als; pet tributes; survivor tributes; home blessings; baby 
welcomings; and other rites of passage. You experience a 
service that fits, reflecting the stories, beliefs, and values 

of the person or people being honored.

L I  C  E  N S  E  D   M A S  S  A G E    T  H E  R  A P  I  S  T

256-5165
Corrective Bodywork 
for Pain Management CO Reg. #1030

E    xperienced 
  touch can lead 
to a better life 
 experience.

Women at Work
Caterer Extraordinaire

   Bon Dellegar
   Owner Chef

   719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.com

Debra Irizarry, M.D. FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

MEMBER

®

Crestone: Baca Professional Building • 46 Camino Baca Grande  |  Salida: Bella Vita Salon • 1447 G Street

Call for your complimentary consultation

(719) 256-6600
www.doctordeb.co  contact@doctordeb.co 

Big City Quality 
with a  

Small Town Touch

Removes damaged surface layers & “heat activation” boosts the skin’s metabolism 
to tighten, improve wrinkles, scars, texture and pores. Full face, eyelids, & neck 
treatment just 45 mins –heals in only 5 days.  Reg. Price - $1500, Save $150!

2

10% OFF!
with this ad

Fractional Skin Resurfacing

before
after
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A publication by 
Tessa Bielecki & David Denny
Imagine sitting beside a 

crackling fire, quietly preparing for 
a festive and sacred Twelve Days 
of Christmas. This anthology helps 
you celebrate a soulful season of 
glad songs, from the darkness of 
Advent to the light of Candlemas.

Advent means “coming” and 
is characterized by waiting like the 
pregnant Virgin awaiting the birth 
of her son. When we prepare well 
with stillness and simplicity during 
Advent, we are ready to celebrate 
the full Twelve Days of Christmas, 
walking through a doorway on New 
Year’s to symbolize our new begin-
ning, blessing gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh and marking the lin-
tels of our front doors on Epiphany, 
blessing our homes and all who en-
ter them in the coming year. 

Season	of	Glad	Songs	includes 
rituals and prayers for lighting the 
Advent wreath and blessing New 
Year’s calendars, for blessing each 
figure you place in your manger 
scene, for blessing  candles on Feb-
ruary 2, the fortieth day after the 
birth of Jesus and the traditional 
ending of the Christmas season.

We filled these pages with 
some of our favorite seasonal medi-
tations, charming black and white 
illustrations by a variety of artists, 
and both original and familiar po-
ems. We recommend books, movies, 
and music to enjoy alone or with 
your family and friends during this 
rich season. Our selections range 
from Caroline Kennedy’s “A Family 
Christmas” and Patrick Stewart’s 
incomparable role as Ebenezer 

Scrooge to “How the Hollyhocks 
Came to New Mexico”; from Paul 
Horn’s tranquil “Peace Album” to 
Smokey Robinson’s rock ‘n’ roll ver-
sion of “We Three Kings of Orient 
Are” with a rousing cheer at the 
end (“Gimme a J!”);  from the spirit-
ual wisdom of Thomas Merton and 
St. Thérèse to Christmas customs 
around the world, foods, folklore 
and legends about the Christmas 
tree, candy canes, and rosemary.

Lest we become overly sen-
timental at Christmastime and 
forget the broken world in which 
we live, we include Alfred Delp’s 
prison insights into the “terror” of 
Christmas by Sharon Doyle, Win-
ston Churchill’s stirring greetings 
from the White House as the U.S. 
was about to enter World War II, 
and the paradox of “merriment in a 
warring world.” 

We hope there’s something 
here for everyone, young or old, 
whether you follow the Christian 
path, an interspiritual one, or none 
at all, since Christmas entwines 
both the sacred and the secular.  
Season	of	Glad	Songs	is our joyful 
gift to all of you.

‘Season of glad songs: A Christmas anthology’

14th Annual Ellzey/Johns Art 
Show happens Dec. 14 & 15

The 14th annual Ellzey-Johns 
Art Show is the weekend of De-
cember 14 & 15 from 2 to 6 o’clock 
both days.  Sadly this year Harriet 
Johns, renowned enamel artist, 
who celebrated her 90th birthday 
in October, will be absent.  She is 
residing at the Rio Grande Inn, a 
relatively new skilled nursing fa-
cility in La Jara, 15 minutes drive 
south of Alamosa and is happy to 
have visitors drop by.

The 2 day show has become 
a much anticipated pre Christmas 
season open house at Bill and Jil-
lian’s home, address 891 Camino 
Real (2.2 miles out “Two Trees 
Road”).  The show features Bill’s 
photographs of scenes from the area 
and distant travels.  And there’s 
snacks.  It’s a 2 day party at which 
the munchies masterminds, Judy 
Gilbert and Bill Sutherland have 
wowed guests with their mulled 
wine, spicy popcorn, sweets and 
non sweets, for most of the show’s 
14 years.  They oversee the food 
court at the kitchen island, and 
will have made most of the good-
ies.  “Yeah, the photographs have 
to compete with what really draws 
the crowd,” chuckles Bill.

His work from India, China, 
Australia, Bhutan, Japan, Mexico, 
Alaska, Egypt, Ireland, Chilean 
Patagonia, and the American West 
can be found in magazines, books, 
calendars, newspapers, catalogs, 

annual reports, galleries and pri-
vate collections.  His stock photog-
raphy is handled by National Geo-
graphic Image Collection.

He directed Western Photo 
Workshops in Telluride, Colorado 
for eleven years and continues 
to teach privately and for distin-
guished photo programs in North 
America and overseas.  Bill, an 18 
year resident of Crestone-Baca, 
has a remarkable collection of im-
ages taken right from the house, 
a charming, rustic self-built straw 
bale dwelling.  His teaching sched-
ule and locations can be seen at the 
workshops section of his website. 
www.billellzey.com. (Still schedul-
ing 2014) 

Most recently Bill traveled to 
Zambia for Shumei International 
Institute to photograph the women 
farmers’ cooperatives during their 
celebrations of the year’s harvest.  
While there he tacked on a short 
wildlife safari deep into the bush 
of South Luangwa National Park.  
A selection of those wildlife pho-
tographs, as well as others, can be 
seen under the Galleries menu of 
his website.

In addition to fine art photo-
graphs Bill makes small prints and 
greeting cards to order from more 
than 300 samples that are spread 
over large table tops at the house.

Everyone’s invited.  Come if 
you can.

The Desert Foundation ∙ PO Box 1000 ∙ Crestone, CO 81131 ∙ info@desertfound.org

Season of Glad Songs
A Christmas Anthology
by Tessa Bielecki & David Denny
$20.00

Imagine a quiet Advent sitting beside a crackling fire pre-
paring for a festive and sacred Twelve Days of Christmas. 

The authors take you there and beyond. There’s something 
for everyone: young or old, whether you go to church 
or not. The tone is mystical and down-to-earth. Poetry, 
illustrations and essays, rituals and blessings, prayers and 
practical advice, even book, music and movie reflections 
help you celebrate a soulful season of glad songs, from the 

dark stillness of Advent and the Winter Solstice through Christmas, the New Year and 
Epiphany, on to the welcome light of a candle on a cold February night.
Order from www.CreateSpace.com/4184188.

P u b l i s h i n g

Marble Caves, Chilean Patagonia   photo by Bill Ellzey
See this month’s feature story “Who We Are” about Bill Ellzey on page 17
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The Company of Players and 
Chokurei are combining to present 
dinner theatre/story telling at the 
Yak ‘N’ Cracker Restaurant on Sun-
day, December 15, 6-8:30.  Reserva-
tions are limited to 30. 

Fancy dress or costume is en-
couraged.   Your story tellers (Find-
ley West, Kelley Delamore, Ammi 
Kohn, Dean Lloyd, David Harper, 
Barry Monroe, Billy Wright) will 
serve and entertain, telling stories 
of all kinds to spice your holiday 
season. The new Chokurei chefs are 
creating a different delectable menu 

for your enjoyment: a three course 
meal with a choice of yak steak, 
grilled cod, or vegetarian garlic- and 
pepper-stuffed zucchini.

One person in five will win 
a door prize!  The cost is $30 per 
person; $20 dollars for the deli-
cious fancy three-course meal with 
complimentary beverage, and $10 
to support your local community 
theatre. Call Robin Blankenship by 
Wednesday, December 4, 256-4904 
for your seat and entree reservation.  
Please arrive promptly so that meal 
and storytelling proceed smoothly.

Company of Players dinner theatre extravaganza

Clay Art Gallery holds holiday open 
house Dec. 13 in Crestone

On Friday the 13th of December the Clay Art Gallery will be having 
its 5th yearly holiday open house downtown all day from 10am to 7pm. See 
the local ceramic art by area potters including a display of work by Cre-
stone high school Charter kids. Refreshments will be served.

Local work for locals and priced at wholesale rates make wonderful 
gifts. All monies go directly to the artists.  Come by, celebrate and support 
your local businesses and artisans.

The latest production of the 
Company of Players, Stories	From	
the	Edge, was performed last Sep-
tember, Barry Monroe, a local mu-
sician, decided to join the Company 
and will debut in the next produc-
tion, The	Dinner	Theatre	Extrava-
ganza, at Chokurei, on Sunday, De-
cember 15, 6-8:30. 

Ammi Kohn: What motivated 
you to join the Company?

Barry Monroe: I never really 
get to tell the story of my songs. 
There is just a short introduction at 
a concert of party. People are danc-
ing and listening to the music. They 
are not really hearing the story.

A.K. Which comes first, the 
music or the story? Or is this a 
chicken and egg question?

B.M. The story comes first. I 
get a concept, “Where should I be 
when the hurricane comes?” I’ll do 
a stream of consciousness, page 
after page, based on that concept. 
A line will stand out and that line 
might become the chorus of the 
main idea. I’m developing a story.

A.K. The concept of “Where 
should I be when the hurricane 
comes” is interesting. There are no 
hurricanes in the San Luis Valley.

B.M. My dad was a seaplane 
pilot flying out of Ft. Myers who 
served the Florida Keys. There 
would be hurricane parties and lots 
of talk about where to go. The sea-
plane and my dad were a life line to 
the mainland. I flew with him and 

saw a lot of different cultures and 
artists in isolation in the islands. I 
heard a lot of stories

A.K. Sounds like Crestone.
B.M. Very much. Crestone is 

a little town at the end of the road, 
one way in and one way out, like 
the islands that had communities 
of artists, just like Crestone.

A.K. Crestone has been a cre-
ative place for you.

B.M. Something about the 
mountains stimulates me. My 
form became more exact here. I’ve 
thrown away nearly everything 
I wrote in Florida. Now I’ll get a 
chance with this next production 
to really talk to an audience about 
my story and the creative process, 
as well as singing it. I want to tell 
stories where the message comes 
through the lyrics, and the song 
and the lyrics move hearts and feet.

Crestone potter Lynn Drake welcomes you to the downtown studio.Company of Players interviews Barry Monroe

The multi-talented Barry Monroe.

Chokurei and Company of Players
Dinner Theater/Storytelling Extravaganza

Sunday, December 15th ~ 6pm-8:30pm
(Please arrive promptly to meet 8:30 ending time.)

Limited to 30 reservations

A three-course meal prepared by Chokurei’s new chef
$30 including complementary drink and door prize entry

Your storytellers are your waitrons!
Six door prizes!

Call Robin Blankenship to make reservations - 256-4909

Costume or fancy dress encouraged.

☞ ☞

FRIDAY THE 13
OUR 5th  YEARLY

HOLIDAY SALE DOWNTOWN !!!!
Join the celebration 10am to 7pm 

Local artists work for sale along with a show of work by the
Charter High School students.

Refreshments  and good company.  Bring a friend.

Downtown Crestone ♥ Open Wed-Sat 10am-5pm 588-1681 C
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Crestone Community acupuncture
WEDNesdays and Thursdays • 10am-3PM
Sessions $50 - appointment necessary

Private sessions available

719-480-3516

All of us at 
The Crestone Eagle 
wish you and yours 
a very happy holiday. 
May the joy of  the season 
fill all our hearts.

With love,
~The Eaglettes
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Barn dance in Villa Grove, 
Dec. 6 at 7pm

Did you miss the last barn 
dance?  Did you miss having a barn 
dance in November?  Then join us 
in Villa Grove on Friday, December 
6, 7-10pm to help inaugurate the 
new fire house with a barn dance. 
All ages are welcome!

HAPS

I Am the Guadalupe
The I	 AM	 the	 Guadalupe	

Coloring	 Book	 is the second in 
a series of I AM coloring books 
by James Roderick and Naomi 
Lake. This book features line 
drawings of many of the original 
Guadalupe paintings by James 
(jamesroderick@fineartamerica.
com).

Bring Our Lady of Guada-
lupe into your home by invoking 
her divine presence as you fill the 
world with color. It will, hope-
fully, be available before Christ-
mas on Amazon.com or directly 
through Naomi and Jimmy at 
719-937-7803 or naomi@naomi-
lake.com.

Gear swap
Winter is coming and Cre-

stone Charter School is helping 
its families to gear up for its Ski/
Snowboard Program for students 
4th-12th grade, with 67% of our 
students qualifying for free and 
reduced lunch.  Our program is in 
desperate need for quality gear and 
warm clothes.

Please drop off any donations 
by Friday December 13 at the school 
or contact us to arrange donation 
pick-up.  Our school has non-profit 
status and we are able to provide 
a tax write-off for any donations 
received.  The gear swap will take 
place Thursday December 19 at 
1pm at Crestone Charter School.

You can make a difference 
this Holiday Season in the lives of 
our youth.  Your support is greatly 
appreciated. Thank you!

Blazing Mtn. meditations
There will be a four-week 

series of heart-centered medita-
tions at the Blazing Mountain Re-
treat Center between now and the 
start of winter Dathun, on Decem-
ber 15.  The practice periods will 
be on Wednesday evenings from 
5-6:30pm in the Main Shrine Hall 
of the BMRC on 2541 Carefree 
Way.  We will gather on Novem-
ber 13 & 20 and December 4 & 11, 
with no gathering on Nov. 27 (the 
week of Thanksgiving).  There will 
be two practice periods within the 
90 minute timeframe, with some 
instruction offered as well as silent 
space and a short period for discus-
sion.  There is no cost and no com-
mitment necessary—come to any or 
all of the sessions as you are able!  

Erin Anderson has been a stu-
dent of Dr. Reggie Ray since 2002 
and has been living in Crestone 
with her husband and son since 
March of 2013.  She has taught 
meditation in the context of Dhar-
ma Ocean’s Sutrayana Seminary 
and various community offerings 
in Boulder, and looks forward to 
connecting with you through this 
short series at Blazing Mountain.

Colorado Gives Day, Dec. 10
Tuesday, December 10 is Colo-

rado Gives Day. Colorado Gives is 
an initiative to increase philan-
thropy in Colorado by supporting 
the nonprofits that protect and 
nurture quality of life in Colorado.  
People are encouraged to give mon-
etary support to nonprofits during 
the 24 hour period beginning at 
12am on December 10.  Please re-
member CYP on this special day.  
Our mailing address is:  PO Box 
342, Crestone, CO 81131 or you 
can also give your gift of support 
in person at the CYP Thrift Store; 
just be sure that the person at the 
counter knows that you’re making 
a special Colorado Gives Day dona-
tion to CYP.

Saguache County Museum’s holiday bazaar booths
by Dorraine Gasseling
The Saguache County Museum will have a booth on Saturday, De-

cember 7, at the Saguache Holiday Bazaar in the Saguache Community 
Building and on Sunday, December 8, at the Crestone WinterFest.

For the first time ever, the museum will be offering yummy home-
made candy, and special homemade Christmas tree ornaments.

You will find a new T-shirt design by local artist Wade Collins, along 
with a selection of the museum’s T-shirts, which make great Christmas 
gifts.

At the museum’s booths, there will be a great selection of historical 
books.  

 New this year are Tom	Tobin,	Frontiersman;	Ladies	of	 the	Lamp-
light,	Characters	of	the	Old	Spanish	Trail, written and autographed by Dr. 
Doug Knudson, and Grizzly	Attack	 in	Colorado—the	Ed	Wiseman	Story, 
written and autographed by Ed Wiseman.  

Excellent true stories include:  Chipeta	Queen	of	 the	Utes,	Land	of	
the	Blue	Sky	People,	Postcards	and	Places,	The	Ute	Indians	of	Southwest	
Colorado, and Tough	Trails written and autographed by John Woodard.

The	John	Lawrence	Diary will be on sale during these holiday ba-
zaars for only $15.00.

For area residents interested in detailed local history, the museum 
will have available Images	of	the	Past, volumes 1 through 7, and In	The	
Sunny	San	Luis	Valley with artwork by local artist Pete Garcia.

We guarantee you will not be disappointed when you stop by and visit 
the Saguache County Museum booths at the Saguache Holiday Bazaar and 
the Crestone WinterFest.  

Special days 
at the CYP Thrift Store 
during December

Did you know that December 4 
is “Wear Brown Shoes Day”?  Come 
in to the Thrift Store on December 
4, show us your brown shoes & you 
will receive 10% off your purchase 
to celebrate this unusual day!

And on December 24 everyone 
will receive 10% off their purchase 
simply because it is National Choc-
olate Day! Chocolates will be avail-
able for customers, so it will be a 
Double Yummy day!

The Thrift Store will be open 
throughout WinterFest weekend, 
12/6-12/8.  Yes, we will be open on 
the 8th even though it’s a Sunday 
and we’re normally closed on Sun-
days. We’ll have plenty of goodies 
for gifts & for decorating your home 
for the holidays, as well as cards for 
your friends & loved ones.

Come in to the CYP Thrift 
Store and celebrate December with 
us!

Crestone Baca Watershed 
Council Greenbelt 
Appreciation Day Dec. 7

The day will start at 11am.  
To get there, go down Camino Real 
(2 Tree Rd.) past Wagon Wheel and 
past Meadowlark.  Before the hill 
there is a tree-lined creek; see cars 
parked there. We’ll be there snow 
or shine.  Wear layered clothing 
and a good hat; bring water and a 
camera.  Come and learn about our 
precious greenbelts. For more in-
formation please call 256-4677.

Moffat School kick off  
& concert, Dec 18

Mark your calendar for 
Wednesday December 18 and join 
us at Moffat School from 5-6pm for 
the “Community kick off meeting” 
for the new Moffat Pre-K-12 School.  
Following the community meeting, 
the Moffat School Winter Concert 
will begin at 7pm.  We hope that 
you will join us! 

Democrats Central/Vacancy 
Committee meeting Dec. 5

 The Saguache County Demo-
cratic Party Central and Vacancy 
Committee will meet on Thursday, 
Dec. 5 at 6:30pm at the Saguache 
Road & Bridge Meeting Room, 
305 3rd St., Sagauche, to fill two 
vacancies, one each for precincts 
3 (Crestone) and 4 (Moffat) com-
mittee persons; and to discuss pre-
cinct committee persons’ duties, and 
upcoming March 4 caucuses. This 
meeting is mandatory for Central/
Vacancy Committee members, which 
includes officers, precinct committee 
persons and elected officials of the 
county party who are authorized to 
vote to fill the vacancies.

The meeting is open to the pub-
lic. All are welcome. Please join us!

Shumei Free Movie Night 
Dec. 20

A	Christmas	Carol: Oscar win-
ner George C. Scott stars as penny-
pinching miser Ebenezer Scrooge 
in this critically acclaimed televi-
sion adaptation of Charles Dickens’ 
holiday classic. After working into 
the wee hours on the night before 
Christmas, Scrooge returns home 
to find the ghost of his former asso-
ciate (Frank Finlay) and the prom-
ise of visits from three more spirits. 
Will the dawn of a new day bring 
a new Scrooge? David Warner co-
stars as Bob Cratchit. Refresh-
ments provided. Friday, Dec. 20 at 
7pm, 256-5284.

Children’s program 
at the Ashram Dec. 7

Bal Gokulam (Children’s Pro-
gram at the Ashram (for children 
of all ages) Saturday, Dec. 7 from 
10:30am until noon followed by a 
potluck lunch. Learn stories, yoga, 
puja to Lord Ganesh.  We will also 
have Christmas crafts that day. 
Child must be accompanied by an 
adult.  Call the Ashram at 719-256-
4108 for more info.

Crestone
Performances

wishes everyone
a

Happy

Holiday!

*What in the world is a “web property”?  
call or scan to find out... 

719.239.3300

Your web property*
is an investment…

not an expense.

Call Anna Louise
9 7 0 . 2 9 0 . 7 7 1 0

annalouise55@gmail.com

LivingVortexWater.com

• Ionized  • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!

Celebrating our 
NEW Website!
10% OFF!

$199.00
 $179.00 (+tax)

L i v i ngVo r t exWa te r. c om

Water from the 
Heart of Nature
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Daily
•	 Morning	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
8-9am,	256-4108,	info@babajiashram.org,	www.
babajiashram.org

•	 Sampai	&	Jyorei,	Shumei	Sanctuary,	please	be	
seated	by	7:50am	and	5:50pm,	256-5284

•	 Tours,	 gallery	 and	 Jyorei,	 Shumei,	 9am-5pm,	
256-5284

•	 Evening	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
6-7pm,	256-4108,	info@babajiashram.org,	www.
babajiashram.org

Sunday
•	 Mass	 at	 Nada	 Carmelite	 Hermitage	 9:00	 am	
719-256-4778

•	 Morning	 aarati	 Haidakhandi	 Unversal	 Ashram	
8-9am	www.babajiashram.org	719	256-4108

•	 	Sunday	Service	Crestone	Baptist	Church	11am
•	 	Alcoholics	Anonymous	open	meeting	Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	719-937-7769

Monday
•	 Zumba	Toning	Birch	Street	Studio	9-10am	www.
angela108.zumba.com	719-256-4040

•	 DanZen	with	Diane	Elephant	Cloud	Studio	10:45	
am-11:45	am	719-256-5912

•	 CCC	 “The	 Pack”	 Crestone	Community	 Building	
(Old	Schoolhouse)	noon-6pm	Free	719-480-5925

Tuesday
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5:00	pm-6:45	pm	By	donation	shak-
tisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 	Narcotics	Anonymous	open	meeting,	marijuana	
users	welcome	Baca	library	back	door	7:30	pm-
8:30	pm	crestonena@gmail.com	970-309-0710

•	 	Awakening	Artists	Crestone	Community	Build-
ing	(Old	Schoolhouse)	4-7pm	719-480-5925

•	 	BGFD	Training	Baca	Fire	House	5:30-7:30	pm

Wednesday
•	 Yoga	Fundamentals	&	Refinements	Shakti	Sharanam	
8:30am-10am	donation	shaktisharanam.com	256-5668

•	 Zumba	Fitness	Birch	Street	Studio	9-10am	www.
angela108.zumba.com	719-256-4040	

•	 DanZen	with	Diane,	Birch	St	Studio	10:45	am-
11:45	am	719-256-5912	

•	 New	 Compassionate	 Communication	 4:30-
6:30pm	cnvc.org	&	PaulShippee.com	256-4656

•	 Wednesday	 Night	 Bible	 Study	 and	 pot	 luck	
Crestone	Baptist	Church	6:00	pm

Thursday
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5-6:45pm	By	donation	719-256-5668

•	 	CCC	Meeting	&	Hangout	Crestone	Community	
Building	(Old	Schoolhouse)	4-8pm	Free

Friday
•	 Zumba	Fitness	-	Abs	and	Glutes	9:00	am-10:00	
am	www.angela108.zumba.com	719-256-4040

Community Calendar—December 2013 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Saturday, November 30
•	 Maha	 Lakshmi	 Stotram	 Day,	 Haidakhandi	 Universal	
Ashram	9am-4pm	donation	babajiashram.org	256-4108

Sunday, December 1
•	 Dorje	Trolo	practice,	White	Jewel	Mountain	10am-noon	
no	charge	www.whitejewelmountain.org	256-5773

•	 Fellowship	Sunday,	Crestone	Baptist	Church	11am
•	 Worship	service	–	Little	Shephard	Church	2-3pm
•	 OH!	CHANUKAH	–	Elephant	Cloud	Studio	4:00	
pm-6:00	pm	$1-$5

Monday, December 2
•	 New-moon	Fire	Ceremony	&	Meal,	Haidakhandi	Unversal	
Ashram	10-11:45am	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Deadline	for	Sag.	Historic	Preservation	Commis-
sion	application,	Board	of	Trustees	4pm	655-2232

•	 New	Moon	–	5:30	pm
•	 Town	of	Crestone	Planning	Commission	meeting	
–	Crestone	Town	Center	6:00	pm

Wednesday, December 4
•	 Heart-centered	Meditations	 –	Blazing	Mtn.	Re-
treat	Ctr.	5:00	pm-6:30	pm

Thursday, December 5
•	 Treasure	Alley	Trollbeads	Trunk	Show	and	Holi-
day	Open	House	–	Treasure	Alley	9am-6pm

•	 Rumi	 Study	 Circle.	 All	 welcome.	 –	 3-5:00	 pm	
Free/Donation	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-256-4290

•	 Dem.	Central/Vacancy	Committee	Meeting,	Sag.	Rd	
&	Bridge	Meeting	Room	6:30-7:30pm	719-221-8434

Friday, December 6
•	 WinterFest	Cookie	Classic	–	Crestone	Mercan-
tile	All	Day	719-256-5990

•	 Ladies	 Christmas	 Tea	 and	 cookie	 exchange	 –	
Crestone	Baptist	Church	1:00	pm

•	 Crestone	WinterFest	 –	 Crestone	Artisans	 Gal-
lery	4:00	pm-6:00	pm	719-256-5330

•	 Earth	 Visions,	 CrestoneArtists@Salida	 SteamPlant	
5-7pm	Free	www.CrestoneArtitst.com	719-530-0933

•	 Barn	Dance	–	Villa	Grove	Fire	House	7-10pm
Saturday, December 7
•	 3rd	 annual	 Saguache	 Christmas	 Bazaar	 –	
Saguache	Community	Building	9:00	am-3:00	pm	
719-655-2566,	-0297,	or	-2275

•	 Working	with	Elements	&	Elementals	–	9:30	am-
4:30	pm	$75	719-937-7786

•	 Bal	Gokulam	Children’s	Program	–	Haidakhandi	
Universal	Ashram	10:30	am-12:00	pm	info@ba-
bajiashram.org	719-256-4108

•	 Greenbelt	 Appreciation	 Day	 –	 Spanish	 Creek	
Greenbelt	11:00	am	719-256-4677

•	 Eric	Karlstrom	–	Chokurei	Farm	Store	and	Yak	
N	Cracker	Cafe	6:00	pm-9:00	pm	719-256-4700

Sunday, December 8
•	 Element	Wisdom	–	9:30	am-4:30	pm	$75	www.
rootsofhealing.com	719-937-7786

•	 Dorje	Trolo	practice,	White	Jewel	Mountain	10am-noon	
no	charge	www.whitejewelmountain.org	256-5773

•	 Shumei’s	Monthly	Sampai,	Sanctuary	10:30-am-
noon	Free	www.shumeicrestone.org	256-5284

•	 Serenity	Strings	at	Sand	Dunes	–	Sand	Dunes	
Nat’l	Part	Visitors’	Center	1-3pm	719-378-6399

Monday, December 9
•	 Town	of	Crestone	Board	Of	Trustees	meeting	–	
Crestone	Town	Center	1:30	pm

Tuesday, December 10
•	 Rio	Grande	Interbasin	Roundtable	–	SLV	Water	
Conservancy	Dist.	2:00	pm-5:00	pm	

•	 Crestone	End	of	Life	Project	Open	Meeting,	Topping	
House	7-9pm	crestone-end-of-life.org	256-4247

Wednesday, December 11
•	 Heart-centered	Meditations	 –	Blazing	Mtn.	Re-
treat	Ctr.	6:30	pm

Thursday, December 12
•	 BGPOA	BOD	Working	Business	Meeting	–	BG-
POA	meeting	room	5pm	bacapoa.org	256-4171

•	 CrESD	Board	 of	Directors	meeting	 –	Crestone	
Town	Hall	6:30	pm

Friday, December 13
•	 Annual	Clay	Art	Open	House,	Clay	Art	10am-7pm
•	 DJ	Avery	Runner	–	Chokurei	Farm	Store	and	Yak	
N	Cracker	Cafe	6:00	pm-9:00	pm	719-256-4700

Saturday, December 14
•	 Ellzey-Johns	 Studio	 Tour,	 891	 Camino	 Real,	
2-6pm,	billellzey.com

•	 River	Bottom	Blues	Band	–	Chokurei	Farm	Store	
and	Yak	N	Cracker	Cafe	6-9pm	719-256-4700

Sunday, December 15
•	 Dorje	Trolo	practice,	White	Jewel	Mountain	10am-noon	
no	charge	www.whitejewelmountain.org	256-5773

•	 Ellzey-Johns	 Studio	 Tour,	 891	 Camino	 Real,	
2-6pm,	billellzey.com

•	 Company	of	Players	dinner	theater/storytelling	–	
Yak	‘N’	Cracker	Cafe	6:00	pm-8:30	pm	256-4909

Tuesday, December 17
•	 Full	Moon	–	2:30	am
•	 Full-moon	Fire	Ceremony	&	Meal,	Haidakhandi	Universal	
Ashram	10-11:45am	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

Wednesday, December 18
•	 Veteran	 Benefits	 Information	 –	 Y.E.S.	 Building	
10:00	am-4:00	pm	719-256-2680

•	 Moffat	Kick-Off	Meeting	–	Moffat	School	5-6pm
•	 Vicious	Cycle	 –	Chokurei	 Farm	Store	 and	Yak	
N	Cracker	Cafe	5:00	pm-7:00	pm	719-256-4700

Thursday, December 19
•	 Ski/Snowboard	Gear	Swap	–	Crestone	Charter	
School	1:00	pm	719-256-4906

•	 Rumi	Study	Circle.	All	welcome.	–	3-5pm	Free	
or	by	donation	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-256-4290

•	 BGPOA	 Regular	 Business	 Meeting	 –	 BGPOA	
meeting	room	7pm	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

Friday, December 20
•	 Shumei’s	 Free	 Movie	 Night,	 7:00	 pm-9:00	 pm	
Free	www.shumeicrestone.org	719-256-5284

Saturday, December 21
•	 Monthly	recycling	pickup	–	Crestone	Secret	Gar-
den	(formerly	Laughing	Buddha)	10am-2pm

•	 CB	 Jazz	@	Yak	N’	 Cracker,	 6:00	 pm-9:00	 pm	
719-256-4700

•	 Winter	Solstice	–	10:15	pm
Sunday, December 22
•	 Dorje	Trolo	practice,	White	Jewel	Mountain	10am-noon	
no	charge	www.whitejewelmountain.org	256-5773

•	 Christmas	Concert	–	Colorado	College	2:00	pm-
4:00	pm	$15,	seniors	&	students	$10	256-4135

Tuesday, December 24
•	 Christmas	 Eve	 Service	 –	 Crestone	 Baptist	
Church	6:00	pm

•	 Christmas	Eve	mass,	Nada	Carmelite	Hermitage	
Chapel	7pm	spirituallifeinstitute.org	256-4778

Sunday, December 29
•	 Dorje	Trolo	practice,	White	Jewel	Mountain	10am-noon	
no	charge	www.whitejewelmountain.org	256-5773

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

We at The Crestone Eagle wish all our readers a joyous holiday season and a happy & well-informed 2014!
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SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study
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The view from the door at the Desert Sage on Halloween night, a fundraiser for the 
Firefighters and Crestone Performances, Inc.  photo by Lori Nagel

Arie Niernberger and Ann Bunting happened to be walking by each other when it 
seemed like the perfect moment for a fun photo op at the Charter School Carnival on 
Halloween. 
Below: 3 cute sisters strike a perfect pose at the Charter School Carnival. L to R: Ivy 
(ghost), Clarity (Strawberry Shortcake), and Jasmine (penguin).  photo by Lori Nagel

Two workshops with Láné Sáan Moonwalker

Crestone End of Life Project news
November 2, saw two firsts for the Crestone community: the first 

green burial at the Town Cemetery  and the first Death Café.
John O’Donnell’s wishes were fulfilled. Through the combined efforts 

of the Crestone End of Life Project, the Town Clerks and Trustees, Mark 
Potter Excavating and the Men’s Breakfast Club—not to mention the car-
ing support of close friends and partner Edie Cooper—the first green burial 
in the cemetery’s designated area took place. A simple and heartfelt cer-
emony saw John’s return to the earth amidst autumn’s beauty.

Day of the Dead took on real meaning as participants at the first 
Death Café in Crestone shared their most intimate thoughts on facing 
mortality. It was sponsored by Informed Final Choices, the educational 
outreach arm of CEOLP. Another Café is planned for the coming year, both 
here and in other locations. Contact Lynda Kucin, 256 5458 or Malina Fed-
er, 256-4211 for more information.

The next CEOLP open meeting will be Tuesday, December 10, 7pm 
at 33 Sunset Overlook. Call Wayne, 256-4247; Stephanie, 588-7415; email 
ceolp.info@gmail.com or visit www.crestone-end-of-life.org for more info.

Although these two workshops 
can be taken separately, it is recom-
mended that they be taken together.

Working with Elements & 
Elementals 

Elementals have been known 
by a variety of names in different 
cultures; faeries, elves, kushare, 
angels, plant devas, dralas, kami . 
. . elementals are the intelligence or 
wisdom of the elements.  Learn to 
build a conscious and intimate rela-
tionship with those elementals that 
benefit and assist Mother Earth, 
and experience your own enhanced 
awareness and perception in the 
process.

Saturday, Dec. 7 from 9:30 to 
4:30.  $75, or $140 for both work-
shops. To register and for location 
call Dorje Root, 937-7786, or dorje-

root@yahoo.com.
Element Wisdom Workshop
In this workshop we will be 

working with our local riparian el-
ements and elementals.  This is a 
hands-on, experiential workshop 
for those who want to develop a 
stronger relationship with these be-
ings; nagas, water sprites, faeries, 
and others.  Come prepared to spend 
time outside.  This is the “lab class” 
for Saturday’s workshop, including 
practices to foster these connections.

Riparian Environment Series, 
Part 6 with Láné Sáan Moonwalker.   

Sunday, December 8 from 
9:30 to 4:30.  $75, or $140 for both 
workshops.  At the Colorado College 
Conference Center.  To register call 
Dorje Root, 937-7786, dorjeroot@ya-
hoo.com. 

Attend our meeting Tuesday, December 10th at 7pm, at the Topping house, 33 Sunset Overlook 
(first left past the Century 21 office).  Call Wayne at 256.4247 for directions/information.

Crestone End of Life Project
Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment
Call 508.237.8915 or 719.221.1301 for information/materials

L o r d ,  l e t  m e  b e  a n  i n s t r u m e n t  of  Y o u r  P e a c e 
W h e r e  t h e r e  i s  h at r e d ,  l e t  m e  s o w  L o v e .  O  D i v i n e  m a s te r,  g ra n t  t h at  I 

m a y  n o t  s o  m u c h  s e e k  to  b e  c o n s o l e d ,  a s  to  c o n s o l e
To  b e  l o v e d  a s  to  l o v e .   - f ro m  T h e  P ra y e r  of  S t.  F ra n c i s 

www.crestone-end-of-life.org  •  email: ceolp.info@gmail.com 
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Joyful Journey Hot Springs 
would like to thank the communi-
ty for your support and patronage 
during the past 5 years of upgrades 
and growth.  The retreat center 
continues to grow and many of you 
that have either hosted or attended 
events and make use of this beau-
tiful addition, as well as the lovely 
hotel lodging.  

JJHS heard your requests for 
new pool surfacing and, in July of 
this year, was able to complete that 
job and says thanks for your pa-
tience while that was done and re-
quired closings. The feedback has 
been tremendously positive and 
their are grateful for those that 
made the pools such a beautiful 
container for the healing waters.

It has been over 5 years since 
JJHS has had any sort of price in-
crease and, in a recent cost compar-
ison of other hot springs within 100 
miles, discovered that their current 
prices are much lower.  Therefore, 
as of January 1, 2014, their prices 

will change. Free soaking will still 
be offered on birthdays as well as  
“$10 Tuesday”—all Saguache and 
Chaffee County residents will re-
ceive $10 admission price all day 
every Tuesday.

The owner and staff thank you 
for your understanding and sup-
port.  In response to many of your 
requests, look for information on 
“Single and Couple Six Month and 
Annual Membership packages” in 
January by visiting the website at 
www.joyfuljourneyhotsprings.com.

Please note that the “10 punch 
pass” will continue at the current 
rate of $95 through the end of the 
year and have no expiration date 
for those who want to “stock up” at 
the current rate.

Last, don’t forget to mark your 
calendar for the annual “Locals Ap-
preciation Night” on January 14, 
2014.  Admission is free from 5pm-
10pm and light refreshments will 
be served.

Gratitude, growth & changes at Joyful 
Journey Hot Springs

Joyful Journey welcomes Dr. Dean Sanna
Joyful Journey Hot Springs is proud to announce the addition of Dr. 

Dean Sanna, Chiropractor, to our staff of amazing therapists.  Dr. Sanna 
comes to Joyful Journey with 27 years of clinical practice treating sports 
injuries (including Olympic athletes), automobile accidents, children and 
the elderly.  In addition to clinical practice Dr. Sanna also taught for sev-
eral years at Everest College.

Dr. Sanna recently moved to the San Luis Valley from Maui where he 
taught the Triple Gem—yoga, qi-qong and meditation—on the beach daily.  
Dr. Sanna’s love for chiropractic, acupuncture, bodywork, water therapy 
and natural hot springs all combine to create the perfect healing atmos-
phere at Joyful Journey.

Dr. Sanna states “Nature is fundamental for my own wellness and I 
am excited about exploring and living in the area”.

Dr. Sanna will be available by appointment which can be scheduled 
by calling the Joyful Journey front desk at 719-256-4328.  A full list of his 
services and pricing will be available on the Joyful Journey website.

What’s happening with the library 
relocation process these days?

At the November 8 meeting 
of the Northern Saguache County 
Library District (NSCLD) Board of 
Trustees, the Board agreed to of-
fer a contract to Burt Wadman for 
the planning process to select the 
location for the new library.  They 
felt Wadman to be the best choice 
for many reasons, not least among 
them his intimate knowledge of our 
community. 

So now what? The process 
will proceed in phases, beginning in 
January of 2014. First will come the 
building program phase. This phase 
requires a very clear vision for our 
library. A library design specialist 
will work with Wadman, the current 
library staff, the community, and the 
NSCLD Board and Director, as well as 
the Facilities Subcommittee to deter-
mine staff requirements, community 
needs, and space planning. Please 
note there will be opportunities for 
public input during this phase. The 
vision that emerges from this work 
will inform the following phases.

Next will come the site se-
lection. This will include analysis 
and evaluation of several existing 
buildings, as the community sur-
vey results very clearly indicated a 
preference for remodeling a building 
within the Town of Crestone. This 
evaluation will cover not only brick 
and mortar aspects like a building’s 
architectural and structural suit-
ability, but more intangible aspects 
as well:  what sort of “presence” the 
library would have there, how it ex-
presses and anchors our community. 
This process should result in the se-
lection of a property—or the decision 
that no building currently on the 
market is suitable, and the NSCLD 

and the community should move for-
ward with plans to construct a new 
library building.

The schematic design phase 
will result in preliminary floor plans 
that utilize the determinations made 
in the previous phases, plus fostering 
a sense of community and learning 
while staying true to the character of 
the Crestone/Baca community. This 
phase will also include a “Prelimi-
nary Probable Cost Estimate”. 

The NSCLD Board of Trustees 
has also authorized up to $15,000 
of the Baca Grande Library’s dedi-
cated funds for this purpose, and 
grants are being written for the 
remaining costs of the planning 
process. The NSCLD is not plan-
ning to introduce any sort of bal-
lot initiative to cover the cost of a 
new location—instead, there will 
be a capital campaign. To that end, 
board member and Facilities Sub-
committee Chair Kim Smoyer has 
already held one workshop for the 
Friends of the Library to provide an 
overview of how a capital campaign 
runs. There will be more such work-
shops in the future.

If you have questions, please 
feel free to get in contact with Li-
brary District Director Sarah 
Koehn Frey (655-2551) or Facili-
ties Committee Chair Kim Smoyer 
(655-0104). Public is also always 
welcome at the NSCLD monthly 
meetings. The next meeting will 
take place Wednesday, December 
11 at 5pm at the Saguache Public 
Library. The next Friends of the 
Baca Grande Library meeting will 
take place Friday, December 13 at 
1:30pm at the Crestone Town Hall. 
All are invited.

Baby deer peeks out from behind Mama on October 30 in Crestone.  photo by Lori Nagel

in historic downtown Salida              135 F Street

a place to gather, to browse, to explore, 

to reach out, to find great literature and good reads

100 Winter Catalog 
Titles

ALL 15% off!
Order by Dec. 15th

Also, Holiday cards, 
stocking stuffers, 

calendars!

         

A choice to see, By Nathan Good

Swirling Stillness Quiet Minds
Open Center Selfless Finds

Reflections Amplified
Intentions of Calls Clarified

Returning Thirst to Roots Buried Deep Under
Prayers Quest to Quench Claps Distant Thunder

Steeping Time Drips Grace from Rain Above
Seeping Soaking Soil Rich Fertile with Love

Hearts Grow Home Together again
Together We See...…A Choice to See

Seasons blessings from Shangrilah

Nathan and David express their sincere
gratitude to our community, for all the

support and trust over the years.
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
One of the first things Bill 

Ellzey noticed after he became se-
rious about photography was how 
it changed his experience of driv-
ing the twenty-one miles into town 
from his grandfather’s Texas Pan-
handle ranch. Bill was in his mid-
20s, a year or so out of a four-year 
stint in the air force. He was work-
ing the ranch full time and increas-
ingly wishing he could be taking 
pictures instead. At first, he re-
members, when he drove down the 
road into town, all he saw was the 
road. After a year or so of looking 
through a camera lens, he would 
drive into town and see the road 
and the bar ditches on either side. 
Later he started seeing the road, 
the ditches, and the fences paral-
leling the road. Eventually his pe-
ripheral vision expanded to take in 

the side canyons beyond the fences, 
even as he looked straight ahead. 

Learning to see and share 
Bill’s vision was evolving in 

other ways as well. Without the 
words to explain it at the time, he 
found himself naturally gravitat-
ing to visual balance, to the feeling 
of rightness as he looked through 
the lens and framed a scene a 
certain way. Gradually he would 
learn about compositional theory 
and gain the skills to articulate 
and share what makes his, or an-
yone’s, photographs good. Today, 
after more than 40 years as a pro-
fessional photographer, Bill leads 
photographic workshops around 
the world. His work has been pub-
lished nationally and internation-
ally in dozens of books, magazines 
and newspapers, including Na-
tional	Geographic,	Time,	Audubon,	
Outside,	The	New	York	Times,	L.A.	
Times	and	USA	Today.

In 1995 Bill bought three 
acres of open, wide-angle land out-
side Crestone and four years later 
moved into the strawbale house 
he designed and built. “I faced 
this view and spread out my arms, 

drew a line in the sand and said, 
This is the way the house goes!” 
the friendly, thoughtful photogra-
pher recounts, standing in front of 
mountain-view windows, his arms 
spread wide, his eyes crinkling as 
he smiles. Every December since 
moving in, Bill has hosted a com-
munity open house and art show, 
featuring his photos and enamel 
art by former Crestone resident 
Harriet Johns. Jillian Klarl-Ellzey, 
whom he later married, has as-
sisted with the art show from the 
start. This year’s event (the first in 
which 90-year-old Harriet will not 
take part) is set for Dec. 14 and 15, 
from 2 to 6pm.

Playing and working out-
doors

Nature has always been a 
central part of Bill’s life. Growing 
up in central Missouri, he hung out 

by a creek, turning over rocks and 
catching turtles and snakes. Many 
summers were spent on the Texas 
ranch his grandfather bought in 
1917. In both places, butterflies 
were among his earliest memories 
of being caught by the wonder and 
power of beauty. (Butterflies and—
he smiles—the girls at the wom-
en’s college in Columbia, Missouri, 
where his father was a professor.) 
After high school Bill attended 
Denver University for a year and a 
half before leaving to join the civil 
rights movement, riding a “free-
dom bus” to Selma, Alabama in 
1965 and marching with Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

Soon afterward, with the 
draft hanging over his head, he 
signed up for the air force. There, it 
turns out, he discovered photogra-
phy. One night a buddy gave a slide 
show on base. Bill was astonished 
to learn that photos could be taken 
in the morning and projected as 
slides the same evening. His friend 
showed him the darkroom at the 
base hobby shop and Bill bought 
his first camera, a Kodak Insta-
matic-500. In Thailand he was as-

signed to barracks with men from 
the photo squadron, even though 
he was in electronics. That meant 
an unlimited supply of free film—
and sticker shock for buying film 
when he returned to civilian life.

Committed to the camera
Back Stateside, Bill enrolled in 

electrical engineering at Texas Tech 
University. That first winter a mas-
sive blizzard hit the Panhandle and 
cows from several ranches became 
mingled in the storm. Bill left school 
to help round them up and sort 
them out. In the process he realized 
he was “lovin’ that, a hell of a lot 
more than electrical engineering.” 
He never returned to Texas Tech. 
He also realized he loved photogra-
phy even more than ranch work. He 
set up his first darkroom in a closet 
and learned of a professional pho-
tographers’ guild, where at his first 
meeting he submitted photos and 
won the top award in three catego-
ries, as well as best of show. “I was 
flabbergasted,” he recalls. 

In 1972 Bill turned full-time 
to photography. Six years later he 
signed up for a photo workshop in 
Telluride, organized by Lito Teja-
da-Flores. Bill, Lito, and Lito’s 
wife, photographer Linde Waid-
hofer, all now Crestone-area resi-
dents, have been close friends ever 
since. Bill moved to Telluride in 
late 1978 and took over the West-
ern Photo Workshops, which he di-
rected for 11 years. He also began 
teaching photography in other ven-
ues, receiving photo assignments 
and selling his work. His com-
mercial photography encompassed 
everything from stock images to 
passports, aerial to sports action 
shots, advertising, portraiture, and 
editorial photo assignments. Per-
haps Bill’s best-known image, a 
night shot of Egypt’s Great Sphinx 
lined up directly with the Pyramid 
of Chephren with the full moon be-
hind it, had the honor of being the 
cover photo for National Geograph-

ic in September 2001.
A passion for beauty
These days Bill focuses on 

fine art photography, with an up-
coming travel schedule that will 
likely include such destinations 
as Patagonia, Bhutan, Africa, Ja-
pan and Tibet, leading workshops 
and wielding a camera himself. At 
home in Crestone he serves on the 
board for Shumei International In-
stitute, to which he was drawn for 

its philosophy of world citizenship 
and its emphasis on the value of 
art. For a number of years he has 
been responsible for selecting art-
ists for the monthly artist’s sympo-
sium at the organization’s Crestone 
center. In fact, all the threads of 
Bill’s life—photography, travel, art, 
the outdoors, and a commitment 
to the world family—converge in 
one word: beauty. “My appreciation 
and gratitude has always been for 
world’s beauty,” he reflects. “My 
love has always been the land-
scape, which includes the clouds 
and storms and wildlife—the natu-
ral world.”

See	 Bill’s	 work	 at	 billellzey.
com.	and	at	his	Studio	Tour	Dec.	14	
&	15.		See	story	on	page	11.

Who We Are
Bill Ellzey; Nature’s beauty through
the camera lens

Above: Monastery in Bhutan; Below:  Baca Wetlands   photos by Bill Ellzey

Bill Ellzey with Anderson Ranch Arts Center participants          photo by David Hiser

The cover of National Geographic
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News from the 
Haidakhandi 
Universal Ashram

by Ramloti
Diwali was our big celebra-

tion last month and it was so beau-
tiful.  As usual, we had about 100 
people there with wonderful songs, 
chants, and poems about light and 
peace.  The food afterwards was 
also delicious.  Thank you to all 
who shared in the evening of the 
festival of lights.  Here is a photo.

We have a wonderful day at 
the Ashram on Saturday, Novem-
ber 30.  We will have the Maha Lak-
shmi Stotram Day.  Learn Sanskrit 
prayers and ceremony to bring the 
Goddess of Abundance into your 
life.  This will be from 9am until 
4:30pm with a break for lunch and 
rest from noon until 3pm.  All are 
invited to stay for an Indian lunch 
at the Ashram.  The final session 
will include a puja to Maha Lak-
shmi and at that time any donation 
that you would like to make for the 
teachings may be made.

Our new-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Monday, December 
2 and the full-moon fire ceremony is 
on Tuesday, December 17.  The fire 
ceremonies begin at 10am and are 

followed by a meal.  Morning aarati 
will move to 8am for the months of 
December and January with even-
ing aarati at 6pm. Each morning 
at 7:30am there is a paduka puja 
(washing of Shri Babaji’s sandals) 
in His kutir (just to the west of the 
temple) followed by chandan.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is 
open every day from 10am until 
5pm. We invite you to come in and 
if you mention that you are an Ea-
gle reader, we will happily give you 
a 10% discount on your purchases.  
We deeply appreciate your support. 
Our shop website has been updated 
and you may view what we have 
on-line at http://mahalakshmishop.
wazala.com.

Please visit our website at 
www.babajiashram.org to find out 
more about the ashram and its 
schedule. We also invite you to visit 
the ashram at any time.  We love 
to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s 
home with others. Just drop by or 
give us a call at 719-256-4108.  

The Sri Aurobindo Learning Center
Summer seminar on the Kena 
Upanishad & Savitri

The Divine Mother at Diwali.  Honor Her 
on the Lakshmi Stotram Day on Saturday, 
November 30.  Read article for details. 

Sri Aurobindo says a lot of 
things in his commentary on the 
Kena	Upanishad about the prana. 
Moving from the concept of adhid-
aiva, and adhiatma, the plane of the 
gods, and the supreme Self, down-
wards towards adhibhuta, mani-
fest nature, we get the prana. The 
pranic movement is a movement 
like breathing in and out, taking in 
sense impressions, vision, words, 
energy and information, which is 
then distributed in the system as 
perception, and gathered into a 
concentrated knowledge, then el-
evated to the will that creates the 
response; and then the energy is 
evacuated through the breath and 
dissipated through the movement 
forward in action, or through dis-
solution. 

This life force is not physical, 
says Sri Aurobindo. So it is not 
the breath, not the sensations, the 
smells, the sights and sounds. But 
the sense of smell and the odor, 
and the perception of the odor 
through the sense of smell and the 
imaging mind, are all movements 
of the prana, which also creates 
the sense apparatus that receives 
the odor, and knows what it is in 
the object by the mind, and in the 
knowing they are not separated. 
Knowing, knower, and known are 
one pranic field.

Prana in itself, in its essence, 
is desire, as Sri Aurobindo says. 
He means that the will to be is em-
bodied in that subtle energy, which 
becomes desire to realize whatever 
it needs to become. There has to be 
a force of intention, a need, a goal. 
Desire is a word that can mean a 
very high level of energy of inten-
tion to produce a form, and to en-
joy producing the form, creating it, 
being it, so that the essential ener-
gy in things is a desire to be those 
things, and each thing can only be 
what it essentially is; the soul is 
the essence that wants to be real-
ized in the form and its relations. 

The pranic field contains all of 
that: the will to be, the form, the 
relational position of the form in 
the whole field, its consciousness 
in the knower. Separate essences 
all together constitute the mean-
ing of life, the beauty and power 
of processing the energy which 
makes it possible for the flower to 
shine, the bee to fly and buzz and 
suck the sugar, and spread the 
pollen to ignite its becoming in an-
other flowering plant. All of that is 
the physical-vital-mental sheath 

that covers the prana.
The	 series	 of	 lectures	 from	

which	 this	 extract	 was	 taken	 was	
presented	 at	 the	 Sri	 Aurobindo	
Learning	Center	in	August	by	Rod	
Hemsell	 and	 is	 now	 available	 on-
line	 at	 www.universityofhumanu-
nity.org.

For	more	 information	 on	 lec-
tures,	 publications,	 and	 programs	
contact	us	at	719-256-4917,	or	join	
us	 for	 our	 Tuesday	 evening	 study	
circle,	at	5pm,	Savitri	House,	Lots	
83-84	on	Baca	Grant	Way.

“The Mother” —Love in her was wider 
than the universe. The whole world could 
take refuge in her single heart. Feb.21, 
1878 - Nov.17, 1973

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS

ENCAUSTICS WORKSHOP

In Crestone
Dates to be Announced

For information contact:
 Stephen Futral (Ish)  719.256.4848 • stephenfutral@fairpoint.net

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Specializing in: ®Toftness, Chiropractic, SOT, Cranial Manipulation,

Low Level Laser, Acupuncture, Five Element Acupuncture
Neuromuscular Therapy/Soft Tissue Manipulation, Extremity Adjusting, 
Nutrition, Applied Kineseology, Biotherapeutic Drainage, and Saliva Testing

Dr. Julie Addante is seeing patients on Tuesdays by appointment
Baca Grande Professional Building - 43 Camino Baca Grande

Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 7 pm  *  Sun. 8 am - 6 pm

Telephone:  719-655-2616

616 Gunnison St.,  Saguache, CO  81149

Perfumes, silk scarves, wool shawls, 
jewelry, saris, incense, candles, tapes, 
books, purses, bronze murtis, stone 

statuary, & other great gift items too.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

New Hours: 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

Email: shop@BabajiAshram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Celebrating the Holidays
Receive a free gift!

50% off all gently 
used saris, blouses,
suits, and pants.

10% off for our 
Crestone Eagle readers
(except all sale items)

please mention it at checkout
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by Mary Lowers
On December 12 millions of 

devotees, Catholic and non-Cath-
olic, will honor Our Lady of Gua-
dalupe in cities and towns all over 
the Americas. When she appeared 
to Juan Diego Cuauht-
loatzin, a native con-
vert to Christianity, 
outside Mexico City 
on December 9, 
1531, the radi-
ant apparition 
told him to go 
to the power-
ful Bishop 
Zumarraga 
and request 
a church built 
honoring the 
lady calling 
herself Gua-
dalupe mean-
ing “hidden 
river”.

T h e 
written story 
taken from 
the oldest 
account of 
the visita-
tion written in 
1545 called the 
Nican Mopohua 
is a masterpiece 
of Nahuatl lit-
erature. It was 
penned by Don 
Antonio Valeriano, born in Mexico 
in 1520. He was a direct descend-
ant of the Aztec royal house of Ta-
cuba, his family line coming from 
the Emperor Moctezuma II. Vale-
riano in addition to being fluent in 
Nahuatl and Spanish had a vast 
knowledge of Latin and Catholic 
theology and knew Juan Diego per-

sonally. As “Governor of the Indi-
ans” a post he held for thirty five 
years, Valeriano was famous as an 
arbitrator helping his fellow na-
tives feel comfortable as possible in 
this new chaotic world the Spanish 

had brought to his land.
According to the 

Nican Mopohua, 
when he encoun-

tered the Gua-
dalupe, Juan 

Diego was 
passing the 
Hill of Te-
peyac (hill 
of the nose) 
an ancient 
sacred site 
o u t s i d e 
Mexico City. 
It was De-
cember but 
the smells 
and sounds 
of spring 
surrounded 
the young 

man and 
b i r d s o n g 
drew him up 

the hillside. 
“Is it my luck to 

be worthy to hear 
such music? Is it 

a dream perhaps? 
Did I get up from 

my bed? Where am 
I in paradise or heaven perhaps? I 
do not know?” question the young 
man trying to figure out what’s go-
ing on as he sees the radiant lady. 
She tells him, “I am the Holy Mary, 
the eternal virgin, mother of the 
true God. I wish a shrine to be built 
here to show my love to you. I am 
your merciful mother, thine and all 

dwellers of this earth.” The lady 
addressed the young man in his na-
tive Nahuatl language.

After at last gaining an au-
dience with Bishop Zumarrago 
on December 9, 1531, the story of 
the apparition was questioned and 
proof demanded. Upon returning 
to Tepeyac, Juan detected the un-
familiar but enticing smell of Cas-
tillo Roses, never cultivated there 
before, and the lady filled a yucca 
fiber cloak with roses to take to the 
skeptical bishop. Upon gaining a 
meeting with Zumarrago on De-
cember 12, Juan Diego opened his 
cloak and the roses tumbled out, 
revealing a likeness of the Guada-
lupe. This miracle convinced the 
bishop that this “lady” was Mary, 
the mother of Jesus Christ, and to 
do her bidding. A church was erect-
ed on the spot where the Guada-
lupe had revealed herself to Juan 
Diego. The image of the lady has 
hung in the basilica at the sacred 
site ever since.

The site where the Guadalupe 
chose to make herself know is an 
ancient pre-Columbian sacred site, 
dedicated to indigenous mother 
goddesses. Deities who made Tepe-
yac their home include the goddess 

Tonantzin a patron of midwives 
and healing associated with the 
moon and female power, who bears 
a strong resemblance to the Gua-
dalupe and the goddess Coatique 
before her, a fierce manifestation 
of the earth mother. All these god-
desses were honored there with 
temples, priests and ceremony.

The visitation of the Guada-
lupe and her declaration that she 
was the mother of the Americas 
was pivotal in the conversion of 
some six million. The first Catho-
lic Church in Colorado, Our Lady 
of Guadalupe north of Antonito, 
founded in 1858, is dedicated to her. 
Thousand of personal and roadside 
shrines honoring her can be found 
all over the country, particularly in 
the southwest. Her devotees attrib-
ute many compassionate and mi-
raculous acts to her. In 2002 Juan 
Diego was declared a saint in the 
Catholic Church.  At her shrine at 
Tepeyac on December 12 of each 
year, thousands gather with groups 
of dancers and musicians from all 
over Mexico who perform for Our 
Lady of Guadalupe in gratitude 
for her protection and blessings. 
Local Guadalupe celebrations can 
be found all over North and South 
America. Check with local Catholic 
parishes to see about services hon-
oring our Lady of Guadalupe.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mother of the Americas

EXPERT LEG AL HELP FOR HUM AN BEINGS

Law offices of Curtis Ramsay
CIVIL .   MEDIAT ION.   CRIMINAL .

(720) 490-1968

50% OFF NEXT OUNCE FOR NEW MEMBERS & THEIR SPONSORS!

HigH Valley Healing

• Topicals & Tinctures  • CannaCaps & Edibles• Multiple Strains

Member OUNCES from $125 including tax

Alamosa
711 W. Highway 160

5 miles from Rio Grande Cty Line
719-206-3345

 Crestone ~ Closing Dec. 15th
Mon, Wed, Sat - 11am to 6pm

Moffat ~ Opening Jan. 1st

719-256-4006                         

SHAVANO IMPORTS 
& DOMESTICS

Serving all your automotive needs in the valley!
Hours:  Monday through Friday 8am - 5 pm

249 F Street, Salida
719.539.2195

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Open 1pm to 8pm, Closed Thursdays
Phone:   719-378-2807
Address:1991 Co. Rd. 63, Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

Gift cards to the pool make a great holiday gift - available in any amount!
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by Anne Silver
“You can’t take it on,” Ber-

tha always admonished me when 
the state of the world was eating 
at my happiness.   “I learned that 
one years ago when all those babies 
were dying in Biafra.   You can’t 
save it.  You have to let it go.” 

Bertha’s sober appraisal of 
her own and my limitations did not 
mean she didn’t take on the pain 
and suffering of others.  She just 
knew that if any of us do things 
beyond our “stamma” (she never 
ever said “stamina” ) we will suf-
fer.  But don’t believe that Bertha 
didn’t take on our feelings of grief, 
anger, and fear!  All of her many 
friends know that Bertha had ex-
traordinary empathy and that any 
burdened heart that we took to her 
was always considerably lighter 
when we left.   

As she listened with her pa-
tience of earth to endless litanies 
of sorrow, self-doubt or righteous 
indignation, she gave us the gift 
of living at peace with our bro-
kenness.  One visitor to the Nada 
Hermitage from Ireland came to 
see Bertha with the heavy grief of 
her brother’s recent suicide.  As 
she began to weep, Bertha said to 
her, “Welcome the salt.  It will give 
flavor.  It has its wisdom.  It has 
its place.”  Salt is earth.  Bertha, 
the woman with clay on her hands, 
knew earth’s power.  So sure was 
she of the power of the real that it 
didn’t matter how well she knew 
us.   Lynn Drake was with Bertha 
in an airport in the Virgin Islands 
when a former acquaintance of Ber-
tha’s recognized her.   After Bertha 
chatted intimately with the woman 
for a half hour, they boarded the 
plane and Lynn asked who it was.   
“I have no idea,” Bertha admitted.

“Bertha saw with her heart”, 
as Jillian Ellzey says.  And to keep 
her vision clear, she told Jillian 
that she actually polished her heart 
with her hands!  “I take my heart 
out and polish it when it takes on 
too much.  Then I put it back in.”  
How like Bertha to touch her heart 
with her very hands!  To polish it 
like she burnished her pots!  

Touch is the sense associated 
with earth.  One New Year’s Eve, 
Hanne and Maurice Strong invited 
the whole community to a dinner 
party.  (This was 1985 and there 
were only about 40 people living 
here in the winter).   After dinner, 
Maurice suggested that we form a 
circle and share our wishes for the 
new year.   “I just wish that this 
year everyone would reach out and 
touch each other,” Bertha said.  She 
certainly followed her own advice 
and no one left her presence with-
out a real good hug!

Bertha’s mastery of touch is 
obvious in her work.   “I feel like 
I’m holding her hand when I pick 
up her cups,” says friend Bill Ellzey.  
We all appreciate the unique han-
dles of Bertha’s cups that fit either 
right or left hand and touch us 
back!

Bertha’s touch was guided 
by her vision. Her devotion for the 
things of the earth by no means 
excluded what to many might be 
invisible realms.  And perhaps be-
cause of her deep respect and rever-
ence, the mysterious forces allowed 

themselves to be glimpsed and 
captured in the clay by her hands.  
Bertha’s work was a fiat to Spirit, 
a surrender to something larger 
than herself that she responded to 
joyfully in her work, in her friend-
ships, and in her service to the com-
ing into being of the many many in-
dividuals she touched.

When you asked Bertha Got-
terup about her religion she always 
pointed towards her feet and said, 
“I’m standing on it.”   “The Moun-
tain” may have been the principle 
object of her reverence.  Or  perhaps 
“the Clay. “ Then followed, in no 
particular order, myriad other ordi-
nary miracles of earth.  Perhaps the 
rain and the snow which we always 
need so much.  Or the birds that 
flocked to her feeders.  The flowers 
in her garden.  The apple cake and 
rum cake she made for thank yous.  
The plums she harvested early so 
“the bear” wouldn’t get them.  She 
adored the apricot tree that rarely 
bloomed late enough to grace the 
ground with apricots for Frederick 
the dachshund or Sophie, the roly 
poly dog that reluctantly left her 
lap. Whatever siamese cat wanted 
in or out was perennially named 
“Hermes”.  Not the least of her de-
votional objects was the person in 
front of her:   you, “dear one”, you! 

Bertha’s energetic yet simple 
mastery of her own earth was char-
acterized by her death.   She took 
care of all her affairs and then left. 
“No big deal.”  And she left the way 
she wanted to go:   alone in her own 
home, no bother to anyone.  After 
frightening experiences of confine-
ment during the war in Europe as a 
child, she was determined never to 
be “taken away somewhere.”  When 
a neighbor was taken to a nursing 
home, Bertha quipped, “That’s one 
of those places where you go in 
alive and come out dead, right?”

 “I feel like I’ve said nothing”, 
Jillian sighs after more than an 
hour of talking about her memories 
of Bertha.  Both of us were feeling 
the immensity of Bertha’s pres-
ence in our lives, a presence which 
had not ended with her death more 
than six weeks before.   And as the 
two Crestone friends who knew 
Bertha longest (for almost thirty 
years) she was in almost every 
aspect of our existence here. “But 
you’ll weave something out of what 
I said,” Jillian says confidently, as 
she leaves.  

 I certainly needed her confi-
dence in my “weavers hands” which 
Bertha had so lovingly dismissed 
from her pottery class so many 
years before. Those of us who knew 
Bertha’s love know that Bertha 
can never be taken away from us.   
She lives in the hearts she helped 
us take care of so many years.  
(Every one of thousands of phone 
calls ended:  “I love you, dear one, 
take care of your heart!”)  Her wise 
words still resonate in our ears, as 
do her laugh and her “mantras” of 
particular advice to each of us.

Bertha was a psychopomp for 
most of us.   She insisted I “write, 
write, write” as she insisted Jil-
lian “sing, sing, sing”.  And she lis-
tened to me read everything I ever 
wrote in our almost daily morning 
phone call.  If someone else told 
me I should write, Bertha would 

pout: “You know that’s my mantra, 
‘write, write, write’ but you don’t 
listen to me!  Maybe you’ll listen 
to somebody else!”   Now I have to 
listen to someone else, but the very 
thought of it hurts my heart and 
brings me to tears again.  “That’s 
good,” I hear Bertha’s voice again:   
“Let it all out.”  

Grief was a feeling Bertha 
knew well.  As a child she lost her 
beloved father and was sent away 
by her mother during the war to 
a strange country and indifferent 
relatives.  Bertha died on the an-
niversary of the crib death of her  
granddaughter twenty-one years 
before. She was still mourning 
baby Sarah.  

Perhaps this is why Bertha 
was so good at jumping into that 
river of grief with us all!  Her 
powerful acceptance could hold 
us afloat as we braved the depths 
of torrential pain.   “Bertha was a 
container,” Jillian acknowledged.   
“I feel so fortunate to have known 
such a beautiful being!   She helped 
us grow up.   She taught us the free-
dom in going deeply into feeling.   I 
would come down to Lindisfarne 
before I moved here and just go 
through one cathartic experience 
after another with Bertha, one on 

one.  We would sit by candlelight 
in the kitchen which was the only 
place it was warm and talk and 
talk.  She gave me so much on a 
soul level!  And she insisted I sing!  
She knew the power in creative ex-
pression.  That’s what heals; that’s 
what life is.”

How many stories like this 
could be told by Bertha’s friends?  
“With Bertha it was always about 
waking up,”  Jillian confirmed.   
And seeing better, I would add.  To 
walk Bertha’s path of feminine il-
lumination means to live an una-
bashedly human life of love of the 
earth, creativity, and deep feeling.  
“That’s good, dear one,”  I hear Ber-
tha’s voice as tears surface again. 
“You’re seeing better, that’s all!”

Besides her family and 
friends, few spent as much time 
with Bertha as the advanced pot-
tery students who formed “The 
Guild” around their beloved teach-
er. Bertha’s extraordinary legacy 
as a potter is not just in the mag-
nificent works in clay that grace 
the lives of hundreds of people.   
“The Guild” was the group of stu-
dents that worked with her in the 
last years of her life and represents 
the pomegranate of her creative 
life, the seeds of her mastery of the 

Bertha of the polished heart

Bertha Gotterup in her pottery studio.  It will be one year since Bertha passed on Dec. 
23, 2012.  We write this story to honor this wonderful being.

Story & drawings by Claire Motsinger
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clay, her deepest understanding of 
her art.   

While Bertha’s heart was all-
inclusive, membership in the Guild 
had certain unspoken require-
ments which perhaps even Bertha 
would find it hard to define. As a 
confidante, I would hear about her 
struggles with different students 
but, she was always respectful of 
an individual spirit.   She never 
judged another, preferring to speak 
to her own feelings of inadequacy 
or inability to satisfy the needs of 
a given person.  Because the group 
worked so intimately with their 
feelings, they themselves might 
also decide who could join without 
diminishing this intimacy.   

This mysterious and deeply 
feeling-based weaning left a small 
but devoted group of students who 
continue their work in the clay in 
highly individualistic ways.  Each 
of them experienced a different in-
ternal process in the intimacy that 
Bertha’s teaching required.   

Deanna Wilfong describes her 
acceptance into the Guild.   At her 
first “trial” visit, she created some-
thing which immediately awak-

ened Bertha’s mentoring genius:   
“This is what you need to do,”  
Bertha started her familiar litany.   
“Quit your job; don’t worry, it’ll all 
work out.”   

“She saw my talent before an

yone else and she saw it in 
pieces I didn’t even know how she 
saw it,”  Deanna says.   “Seeing 
with her heart” is how she taught 
each potter to develop her own 
highly individualized style. It is 
also how she plumbed the depths 
of feeling that such creativity re-
quires.

“One day I came into the 
studio ticked off and Bertha saw 
it right away.” relates Deanna.  
“Upon discovering that a large part 
of the problem was my husband’s 
insistence that I give up coffee, 
Bertha said:  “‘Now why would you 
do that?  If I made you some would 
you drink it?’   She went upstairs 
and fixed us both a strong cup of 
expresso so we could get on with 
my work!   ‘Is it bitter?’ ‘Want some 
more?’,  Bertha wanted earthly ex-
perience to be delightful!  She knew 
that good art needs good earth!”

The tall standing figures 
Deanna creates required some en-
gineering which she and Bertha 
worked out experimentally togeth-
er.    When Deanna would return 
from a weeklong raku firing, Ber-
tha couldn’t wait to hear all the de-
tails about her life with “the fire.”  

Deanna’s relationship with 
Bertha was complicated by each 
one having serious issues with 
her own mother.  Like mother and 
daughter, they irritated each oth-
er at times.  Unheard by her own 
mother, Deanna was infuriated 
that Bertha wouldn’t wear her 
hearing aids.   And Bertha worried 
about Deanna and nagged her at 
times.  They always worked it all 
out, though. “She adored Josh, ” 
Deanna continues.  She loved that 
he built me my own studio.” “Go 

home and make love to your hus-
band!”  Bertha would say as Dean-
na left.  

Whenever a helicopter flew 
overhead Bertha would call the 
Wilfongs, both EMTs, and ask 
what had happened.   “She believed 
the mountain took a sacrifice eve-
ry year.  If there were more than 
one death in a year, she would say 
‘The mountain is hungry!”  Deanna 
thinks it was the perfection of a 
coherent universe that caused the 
rescue helicopter to circle Bertha’s 
cremation. 

When I asked Deanna what 
she thought the mysterious qualifi-
cation for Guild membership might 
be, she opined: “Let’s be real!”

Other Guild members de-
scribed how blunt Bertha could be 
in getting people to be real with 
their feelings enough to follow their 
own path.    “She confronted those 
she loved,” says Margaret Wilson.   
“She was vulnerable with each of 
us.   We would talk, laugh, weep, 
processing everything.   When a 
prima donna joined the group, Ber-
tha was loyal to the rest of us and 
this person had to go because she 
wasn’t responding to the group.”

“Bertha gave each person a 
‘mantra’ that characterized what 
needed to happen to make us 

aware of our creative gift,” Marga-
ret explains.   

“Mine was ‘open up, open up’  
Joann Connington adds.  “ I came to 
Crestone with so much grief about 
the death of my son.  Bertha knew 
how painful it was, but even in our 
very last lesson she taught me so 
much about opening up to make 
the large bowls I had to make for a 
commission.   It was a great lesson!  
She gave me a lot of information 
that I can’t do yet, but I know what 
it is.   She was a cross between a 
little old lady and Yoda.  When my 
mother-in-law was dying, she reas-
sured me: “We’ll see her again!”

“Feel it” Kizzen Laki remem-
bers Bertha saying as the clay 
moved in her hands.  And, “it’s 
coming now isn’t it”.  And it was.  
Kizzen and Bertha met each other 
soon after they had both moved to 
Crestone.  “She was such a wise 
woman—she could see into our 
hearts. Hers was an unconditional 
love. She taught me the simplicity 
of a true spirituality—grounded 
in the earth, in life, in just being, 
of being in the heart.  Walking 
through her garden gate was like 
walking into a sacred space—com-
plete with birds singing, a cat and 

Photo of Bertha taken January 15, 2012.

Dot Urn by Bertha Gotterup.

continued on page 22
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friendly dog. She was always so 
encouraging,especially when life 
was feeling upside down.  After a 
session with her and the clay she 
would say something like ‘it’s bet-
ter now isn’t it’, and it was. She 
encouraged us to be ourselves ‘why 
would you want to be anything 
else?’ She had such a great laugh.  
We talked about gardens and life.   
I saw her on the Winter Solstice, 
two days before she died.  She had 
been working on the wheel making 
her famous coffee mugs.  Her hands 
still stronger than mine.  The last 
words we said to each other was ‘I 
love you’.  Of course.  We did.”

 “My mantra was  ‘Let it go 
and it will come’  says Lynn Drake 
whose studio Clay Art continues 
the guild tradition of potters work-
ing together.  In addition to her own 
creative work, Lynn teaches local 
children and adults and her store-
front studio serves as an outlet for 
the work of Guild members.   Her 
close friendship with Bertha de-
veloped during a trip to the Virgin 
Islands where Bertha went to find 
resolution with the spirit of her fa-
ther.  “Ours was a soul connection,” 
Lynn confides.

She remembers another exer-
cise in being real that she and Ber-
tha rehearsed in Bertha’s kitchen 
once when she was very hurt and 
and angry.   Instead of encouraging 
her to “let it go”, Bertha, advised:   
“If you don’t say something, then 
they’ll keep walking all over you.”   
Together they chanted some rath-
er colorful accusations and exple-

tives until Lynn was revved up and 
ready for an encounter.    She in-
vited Bertha to accompany her and 
Bertha at first accepted.   “Let’s 
go right now! “  Lynn suggested, 
“while we’re fired up!”  Checking in 
with her heart, Bertha demurred.   
So Lynn went by herself the next 
day and healed any tendency to 
ever again be a door mat.

 “It doesn’t have to be perfect,” 
Bertha insisted to Margaret over 
and over again.  “I didn’t believe in 
myself and she believed in me so I 
could start.   We both had missing 
mothers.  She really knew about 
mothering.   She would do every-
thing her kids did so she could un-
derstand.  But, she only mothered 
us to a point.  She pushed us out 
of the nest to follow our own path.  
She would get mad at us if we 
weren’t creating.  ‘Are you still tak-
ing care of those dead people?’ she 
would ask about my nursing home 
work.” 

 “It’s organic!” Bertha would 
reassure Connie Bielecki when 
she had doubts about the virtues 
of a given piece.  “She could see 
the beauty in everything,” Connie 
remembers.  “It is what it is” was 
another expression which encour-
aged acceptance.    Lynn tells her 
students what Bertha always said 
to hers: “Go to Walmart if you want 
perfection!”

While lenient with her stu-
dents, Bertha had high standards 
for her own work. Many of my col-
lection’s favorites were “seconds” 
she wouldn’t accept payment for.  
Bertha’s mas-
tery of the art 
of clay was 
l e g e n d a r y.    
“The faces she 
incorporated 
into her plates 
and bowls are 
m a s t e r f u l ”  
“No one else 
does handles 
like those on 
her cups.”  
“Her incorpo-
ration of the 
spiral in her 
work is the 
essence of na-
ture’s pattern 
for eternity!”.  Bertha’s students 
know from experience how hard it 
is to do what she did in the clay.  

When Bertha turned eighty 
she went back to school to study 
color theory.   She loved painting 
her pottery with dots.   “The pa-
tience they required!” exclaims 
Joann admiringly.   She made dot-
ted gifts for all her Guild members.   
“I just love making dots!” Bertha 
frequently exclaimed with a giggle.

Bertha’s generosity was leg-
endary.  Anything she had she 
would give away.  Time spent with 
her was the greatest of these gifts.  
Most members of the greater Cre-
stone community at least received 
one of her cups.  “She passed some-
thing on to each of us and now our 
job is to pass it on,” says a member 
of the Guild.  

Everyone in the Guild agrees 
that the signature symbol for Ber-

tha was the spiral.  She spiraled 
clay on the wheel with such mas-
tery that she was able to throw 
forty pounds of it into a spire for 
our local Padmasambhava stupa 
in 1984.  Bertha herself was a veri-
table cone of consciousness.   She 
faced outwards with love and com-
passion so evenly because first she 
focused within to draw spiritual 
inspiration into her well-earthed 
center.   

Was Bertha a saint?  Was she 
enlightened?   Some people say so.  
Some who loved her very well say 
“no way!” Bertha was undoubtedly 

a special kind of master, a master 
of touching earth and enlivening it, 
bringing expression to its unseen 
potential. We whom Bertha loved 
and held, scolded and goaded are 
not the least of her legacy.  Bertha 
loved us all as she loved the seeds 
she collected in little containers all 
over her house.  In the soil of Ber-
tha’s humble presence sprouted 
many seeds of authentic being.  
When she nourished our creative 
spark she felt she was planting a 
garden of creative, happy human 
beings; every one with the poten-
tial to seed other gardens of love 
and beauty, joy and generosity. 

Bertha Gotterup of the pol-
ished heart and loving touch . . . 
how can we ever thank you?  

Once again, I hear her be-
loved voice say just like she said it 
hundreds of times:    “Be, dear one!    
Just, be!”  

“We got each other”
—Anne Silver
 When Bertha moved here in 1984 the greater Crestone/Baca area 

was inhabited by fewer than five hundred people. (This is a significant 
figure in village development theory after which population growth cre-
ates a whole new social dynamic.)  When Bertha left Lindesfarne in 1986 
and needed a place to live, the community came together to build a house 
designed by her son Michael Baron and organized by friend Marianne 
Sandstrom.  Volunteers showed up to help largely drawn by the mag-
netism of a true “earth mother” who rewarded everyone with food and 
a hug.  Bertha never forgot the hard work and kindness of others that 
fulfilled her dream of a space of her own.  And she never forgot that im-
possible dreams are fulfilled when people come together.

A year after her death, the world within and beyond Crestone/Baca 
that Bertha left behind seems to be more divided than ever before.   Ber-
tha assiduously avoided getting involved in the endless power struggles.   
“We’re all just little ants running around on the Mother,” she would say 
about whatever turmoil was plaguing the community psyche.  One of the 
few times I saw her truly angry was when someone disingenuously put 
her name on a letter of support in The	Crestone	Eagle.   While our daily 
phone call was often an acknowledgment of how bad things seemed to 
be going for our planet, Bertha would always end our worry session with 
hope based on the fact that “we got each other.”

As I sat down to write this last and most essential memory of  Ber-
tha, I was interrupted.  Instead of a morning devoted to writing and 
editing, I hosted a spontaneous tea party for two young women who 
needed something I happened to have at the moment.  “Perfect, Bertha!” 
I thought.  This may be the last piece, but it is not the least of your legacy 
to the community you loved so well.   Being here for one another is how 
we memorialize you best.    

Bertha
continued from page 21

From Ceil McGowan,  
Nada Hermitage: 

 Bertha exemplified for me 
the Trinitarian Web of Exchange, 
as she received love from God and 
passed it on to others.  Her life 
was not easy, but she she made a 
deliberate decision not to pass on 
the pain that she experienced  She 
said, “It has to stop somewhere.” 

 When I heard Bertha had 
died I was not so much grief-
stricken as awe-stricken.  I was 
grateful that I was able to get back 
to Crestone to spend time with her 
before her death and grateful for 
the influence she had on my life.  I 
knew that she would be part of me 
forever.  I was also grateful for her 
sake that she had died the way 
she would have wanted to, quickly 
and simply

 She had already planned her 
funeral, with the help of the Cre-
stone End of Life Project.  This im-
pressive group of people came and 
washed her body and laid it out on 
her own bed, and people came to 
her house for last good-byes.  On 
the day of her funeral, her son, 
grandsons, and son-in-law carried 
her bier to an outdoor cremation 
site.  It was bitterly cold, but sev-
eral hundred people came to pay 
her tribute.  There were many apt 
eulogies.  One friend said, “Ber-
tha, you would hate it that you 
are warm and everyone else is 
cold.”  Jillian Klarl sang a Native 
American chant that she had of-
ten done with Bertha, and read an 
e-mail from a man who said that 
Bertha’s gift was that she made 

everyone feel special, and played 
no favorites.  Everyone was spe-
cial and equal.

From Mary Lowers
Mary Lowers: “When my 

family first moved to Crestone 
the only people we sort of knew 
were Bertha, her daughter Judy 
and grandson Justin. In late Oc-
tober or early November the fam-
ily hunters came home with a 
deer which we gutted and put in 
the cabin behind our house. Now, 
while I had helped butcher ani-
mals I was by no means an expert 
and a bit nervous about tackling 
the job. So I asked my new friend 
for help and as it turned out, Ber-
tha was an expert butcher! Grow-
ing up in rural Denmark prior to 
WWII, she had cut up her share of 
deer and other critters to feed the 
family through those long dark 
Scandinavian winters.

Bertha’s friend Liz Emmer 
came to join us, and as we visited, 
Bertha expertly directed our mis-
sion. In a few short hours we had 
a series of neat white paper pack-
ages labeled roast, stew meat, etc. 
ready for the freezer. We put the 
“leftovers” in a soup kettle to cook 
for the dogs. Bertha wasted no 
part of the animal. She saved the 
hooves which she buried in an ant 
hill and come the following fall the 
ants had cleaned them off so they 
could be made into rattles. Ber-
tha smoked her own salmon every 
year and knew much about “put-
ting food by.” She was an amazing 
friend and teacher to me in many 
ways and an awesome butcher.”

Water Spirits by Bertha Gotterup.
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by Lisa Bodey
What happens when you give 

freely of yourself whether it is time, 
a hug, money, food, listening . . . a 
smile?  I was fortunate to do some 
personal growth work with two 
dear friends this fall, Tim Hastings 
(Summit Coaching—happinessis-
chosen.com) and Jo delAmor (Ra-
diant Balance—www.radiantbal-
ance.com) who really helped drive 
home the new paradigm of generos-
ity and abundance and how when 
given freely, they truly do generate 
and manifest more generosity and 
abundance.  The Crestone Creative 
Council (CCC) is an example of this 
philosophy vibrantly coming to life!  

CCC would like to wish every-
one a happy, healthy and prosper-
ous holiday season and new year.  
We are amazed at what has been 
accomplished in 2013 with a little 
cash, a lot of heart and believing in 
the power and creativity of youth.  
We want to thank all of you who 
made this year such a success and 
have believed in our vision.  Please 
see this month’s letter to the editor.

The biggest move we made 
this year was a physical one.  In 
May we began renting the south 
room of the Crestone Community 
Building (old schoolhouse) and this 
has proved to be an incredible space 
for gathering and building momen-
tum for the program.  We are grate-
ful to everyone who has supported 
us with donations to help with our 
rental agreement, purchasing basic 
supplies for the space and making 
this a safe and inviting place for 
youth to explore, grow and just be! 

After the youth designed and 

set up the space it has allowed us 
to host weekly Awakening Artist 
gatherings, Council Meetings, Open 
Hangouts and gather for meals. 
We’ve imagined and created the 
Dragon Mural, Skate Ramp paint-
ing and the “Dead Sea” Haunted 
House behind these walls.  Our 
newest additions are “Belly dance: 
American Tribal Style & Fusion” for 
girls 12 & older and “The Pack” for 
boys 10 & over.  Both are empower-
ment programs designed to engage 
youth in building self-confidence, 
improved body awareness and mak-
ing healthy choices.  Many thanks 
to Lyndsay Duebber and Mountain 
Ross for making these opportunities 
possible!  

The talks, playing, crying, 
fighting, laughing and healing that 
happens within the magic of this 
space is incredible and we thank 
you Crestone community!  Please 
stop by and see our handmade arts 
and crafts at our Winterfest Booth 
on December 7 & 8 at the Crestone 
Charter School.

To get involved or for more 
information about CCC, please call 
719-480-5925.

Crestone Creative Council News
—Generosity generates!

by Joyce Meyer
Your anointing and how to 

use it 
Romans 8:37 says that “we 

are more than conquerors and gain 
a surpassing victory through Him 
Who loved us” (AMP). This means 
that believers in Jesus are empow-
ered by God to have victory over sin 
and the things in this world that try 
to keep us from living a godly life.

So what’s the key to living in 
God’s power? The anointing. The 
anointing is God’s ability in you to 
enable you to do something with 
ease, without it being a struggle. 
Much like a car’s engine eventually 
won’t run very well without mo-
tor oil; trying to do life without the 
anointing will leave us with some 
issues.

Every one of us has a calling on 
our life. But not everyone does what 
they are called to do in life. Many 
times, people get distracted by other 
pursuits . . . get overwhelmed by a 
task that feels too big to handle . . 
. or they may even get caught up in 
trying to do what someone else is 
called to do. And if we’re not living 
in God’s will for our lives, we’ll end 
up being anxious, sad and miser-
able.

Whatever the reason is for get-
ting off track, lack of sensitivity to 
the Holy Spirit is most likely at the 
root of it. You see, the Holy Spirit is 
our Helper, our Guide, our Teacher, 
and more. He is the One who leads 
each person to the work they are 
called to do. And He also supplies 
the anointing, or power, to do it.

So, it is in our best interest 
to seek and cultivate our own per-
sonal, intimate relationship with 
God first and foremost. Because 
it’s through a personal relationship 
with Him that He will, by His Holy 
Spirit, lead and guide each of us 
according to His purpose and plan 
for our lives. And He will anoint, or 
enable us, to do what He has called 
each of us to do with our lives.

Empty your glass
The secret is taking time to get 

satisfied with God Himself. God’s 
presence—His love and grace—is 
what we really need to be fulfilled 

and have 
His pow-
er in our 
l i v e s .  
But know 
that in this time, there is a lot going 
on. While we take the time to culti-
vate our relationship with God . . . 
simply loving Him and being loved 
by Him . . . we become consecrated 
to Him. 

To be consecrated means to be 
set apart, or separated, for a pur-
pose. It is a time for receiving disci-
pline, guidance, wisdom and direc-
tion from the Lord. It’s a personal 
time . . . between you and God . . . a 
time for you to learn His true char-
acter and how to trust His way and 
wait on His timing. You will also 
learn how to make yourself avail-
able as He is ready to use you.

The Holy Spirit decides when 
and how to use His vessels. Our 
part is simple—to be available. It’s 
like this: If I want a drink of water, I 
go to my cupboard for a clean, emp-
ty glass to use. The glass doesn’t ask 
me what I’m going to put in it . . . it 
is just there; ready and available for 
me to use when I need it. But what 
if all the glasses are dirty or filled 
with something I don’t want? Then 
I won’t be able to use any of them as 
I planned. 

So, be like a clean, empty, 
available drinking glass. Your time 
“on the shelf,” is simply time to 
prepare yourself, by building your 
relationship with God. Then you 
will be ready for the Holy Spirit to 
use you however and wherever He 
chooses.

The way to release and let 
that anointing flow in your life is 
simple: obedience to the Holy Spirit 
right now! Cultivate sensitivity to 
Him and learn to follow that “unc-
tion” in your heart (see 1 John 
2:20). The anointing is for now . . 
. whether you are working on a de-
tailed report for your boss, prepar-
ing a Sunday sermon for church, 
or making peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches for your kids…you are 
anointed for this moment. Don’t 
worry about when it will come; it is 
in you . . . right now!

CCC sails the “Dead Sea” Haunted House for Halloween.               photo by Scott Murrish 

Moving Up Higher
Enjoying everyday life

Sunday Services                                         
Bible Study Thursdays at Pastor's Home                          
Prayer Services Mon & Fri                       
Food Bank Tuesdays
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
"Clap for the Lord" Free Lunches ~ Mon-Fri
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday
Shabbat Celebration every 1st Friday

Joyce Meyer Article
Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way
3:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm

11 am-2 pm
8:00 am
6:30 pm

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 256-4277
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

MountainSide Massage & Colonics

Healing - INSIDE & OUT! 
• Chi Nei Tsang: Abdominal Unwinding 

• Colon Hydro Therapy 
• Therapeutic Bodywork

970.290.7710
AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom.blogspot.com

MountainSide Massage & Colonics
Anna Louise Stewart  •  CMT, CCT

Same Great Services - in a NEW CRESTONE 
setting! Upstairs at 110 N. Alder - Downtown

Integrating structural, emotional, nutritional health in one treatment

For local appointments, call Annie: 719.256.5668
http://quantumchiropractic.org

Daniel B. Flemming, D.C.
Quantum Chiropractic Care

719.337.6633
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by Lyndal Smith 
A few days before Halloween, 

Moffat 6th-to 8th-graders visited 
the Monte Vista Cemetery to col-
lect gravestone data as part of an 
interdisciplinary project they will 
be doing.  Students wrote down the 
inscriptions from the headstones 
as well as noting any symbols or 
engravings that were found. Notes 
were taken regarding whether 
nearby headstones appeared to be 
connected either through family or 
marriage. Military and fraternal 
insignias were also recorded.

The afternoon was then spent 
at Monte Vista’s Carnegie Library 
where archives of the local obituar-
ies are kept. The young historians 
cross  referenced their graveyard 
data sheets with obit files for each 
person and added to their data 
with more specifics. For some, this 
allowed some burning questions to 
be answered such as: why did a girl 
die at such a young age, and why 
did two nearby tombstones from 
the same family have the same 
death date. Not all tombstones had 
correlating obituaries, however, 
so the next step will be to search 
county records and genealogy web-

sites as we advance our knowledge 
of historical research techniques. 
In the next few months we will be 
compiling data to hopefully prove 
some theories we have developed 
based on historical studies of the 
San Luis Valley, the state, and 
America. We will also be “crunch-
ing numbers” to calculate and 
graph such information as average 
life span per decade, correlation be-
tween years with flu epidemics and 
death rates, family longevity, etc. 

Students who want to begin 
their own family history over the 
upcoming year are encouraged to 
collect family trees so we can begin 
the fascinating journey of discov-
ering exactly how our families tie 
into history and important events 
as well as people.

Moffat Middle School visits graveyard 

Thank you Moffat Consolidated School District voters!  We would like to sincerely thank 
the voters for showing abundant support in passing our bond issue 2A on November 
5 by such a large margin. Due to your overwhelming support, we are on our way to 
building a safe, healthy, energy-efficient, and modern school for the students of Moffat/
Crestone.  We want to extend our heartfelt gratitude for the generous money donations 
from our businesses, individuals, and families that financially supported this campaign.  
We are extremely thankful for the hard work and volunteer efforts of countless individuals 
who gave generously of their time and talents to support 3A.  We are proud of our Mof-
fat/Crestone communities and the superior legacy it means to be a part of the smallest 
school district in the State of Colorado with two superior educational choices for our 
children—The Crestone Charter School and the new, soon to be built, Moffat School!  
Thank you!  

On October 29, Moffat High School had the opportunity to attend a Slam Poetry writ-
ing workshop at Western State University.  They were treated to several pieces by the 
Western State spoken word club, WordHorde.  Schools like Del Norte, Buena Vista, 
and Salida were also in attendance.  Moffat represented the smallest school, but our 
students quickly shone as creative writers.   photo by Kaley VanArsdale 
 

In one of the exercises at the slam poetry writing workshop at Western State University, 
the students were broken up into smaller breakout groups to work on poetry analysis, 
performance skills, flash fiction writing, and slam poetry composition.  It was a tremen-
dous opportunity for Moffat students to gain some perspective on their own writing.  
Thank you to all who attended, including Daleth McCoy!   photo by Kaley VanArsdale

 Moffat alumni Rebecca Drake, Randi Black, Megan Black, Jennifer Maez, and Brenna 
Hunter stop by to visit with current Moffat seniors Megan Gillespie, Anthony Chavez, 
and Hannah Sheppard to discuss Senior Project.  Seniors were visiting the Adams State 
University library to begin the research paper phase of Senior Project.  

Moffat Consolidated School District swore in new Board members on Monday Novem-
ber 18.  Pictured here are the two newest members, Krissy Hedstrom, Secretary/Trea-
surer; and Jerry Berry, who will be joining current members President Sage Godfrey and 
Vice President Tina Freel.  Lisa Rosen, who ran unopposed and won, was unable to be 
at this BOE meeting. 
 

The morning preschool class, along with their teachers, Megan Shellabarger and 
Gretchen Haller, enjoyed dressing in their Halloween costumes and trick-or-treating while 
parading through Moffat School.       

Moffat Middle School students visit the Monte 
Vista Cemetery as part of a history project. 
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by Michael Hayes
CCS Director
The past month has been full 

of events for the Charter School.  
The end of the October our LINK 
students planned and hosted a Hal-
loween Carnival as a community 
gathering and a fundraising event 
for their travel this year.  Families 
were treated to games and activi-
ties, a haunted house, and great 
halloween snacks.    

A few days later, Carolina Sar-
tain organized a Day of the Dead 
celebration with several classes. 

Staff, community, and family mem-
bers joined in for dancing, several 
short plays, singing, and piñatas.  
Meanwhile, middle school visited 
Earthknack several times in prepa-
ration for an overnight where they 
will sleep in shelters they have con-
structed and cook food they have 
prepared.  

Students and staff across 
grades are busy preparing food, 
decorations, and blessings for our 
student and staff Thanksgiving 
celebration.  

Crestone Charter School news

The 2-3 class making candles in the dirt with Robin Blankenship and Earthknack. 

Students in the K-1 class went to Cañon City and played in a pumpkin patch, a corn 
maze, and a great big corn box at the end of October.  

Middle school students working together 
to build shelters for their overnight at 
Earthknack right before Thanksgiving 
break.  

LINK student, Chenoa Off, painting the 
face of kindergartener Talus Anderson 
for the Day of the Dead celebration.   

Solar panels at the Crestone Charter School.

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

 Naturopathic & Iridology Consults

CranioSacral Therapy & Massage

Counseling, couples & individuals

  Mediation, NLP, Trauma, Grief

Cleanse,  Detox & Homeopathy

 Nutrition, Herbology & Biofeedback

Daniel Terres, N.D.

Vinette Terres

  719.256.4370       

CREATIVE HEALTH CENTER, LLC

paid for by the Moffat and Crestone BEST Committee
and by the Moffat Consolidated School District #2

Thank you!
Crestone and Moffat's 
support has helped 
make our school  
and our community  

a better place.
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by David Nicholas
In the long term the Afford-

able Health Care/Obamacare will 
work. But before we get to the long 
term—say three or four years from 
now—it has to endure the short 
term and that is looking to be the 
battle of the decade so far. 

Washington has a volatile mix 
right now. You have all Republicans 
in Congress who hate and resent 
Obamacare, Republicans who hate 
Obama just for being president, 
and Republicans who want Con-
gress shut down and government 
to cut anything but defense spend-
ing. Not all of them like one another 
(which is a mixed blessing for the 
Democrats), but when eyeing next 
year’s mid-term election and Dems’ 
ambitions to win back the House 
and maintain control of the Sen-
ate, their fortunes rise and fall with 
Obamacare.

In my view, Obamacare gets 
a bad rap because in principle it’s 
a service middle America and low 
income families need, and it’s been 
a long time in coming, but it’s not 
working in the initial rollout to any-
one’s satisfaction. For the record, I 
believe healthcare should be univer-
sal without costs to folks who need 
healthcare but find it well out of 
their financial reach. 

The way the law was negotiat-
ed, those folks would be covered by 
signing up for Medicaid, which was 
revised under the law, and eligible 
recipients would have their costs 
covered. Thanks to Colorado Gover-
nor John Hickenlooper, who signed 
on immediately so Coloradans could 
get the benefit as soon as it was im-
plemented October 1. To find if you 
are eligible you need to go through 
the website, and therein lays the 
cause célèbre. That was the way it 
was supposed to be.

How bad is it? Well, after a 
month of Obamacare in play only 
106,185 people signed up for the 
plan of their choice. The federal 
government included in this fig-
ure those who have purchased new 
plans and those who have selected 
plans but not yet paid for them. In 
short, it was way below target. 

Just 25% of those who had 
signed up for new plans through 
the marketplaces did so through 
HealthCare.gov. Three-quarters 

signed up 
via state-
run web-
sites, which 
in many 
cases have 
functioned much better. New York 
and California alone accounted for 
almost half of the total sign-ups.

It’s always much harder to de-
fend a law that isn’t working, but 
add to it hostile house Republicans 
and Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) look-
ing to distract from their disastrous 
government shutdown in early Oc-
tober.  Unloading on Obamacare 
was a gift from heaven. So for the 
last six weeks, attacking the rollout 
and going after the endless line of 
administration officials who came 
up to the hill to mea culpa, there 
hasn’t been a day Obamacare hasn’t 
had a headline.

The President’s poll numbers 
show he’s taken a hit. President 
Obama had a 54% approval rating 
in doing his job on October 1; that 
number slid to 44-42-40% approval 
while Gallup has his disapproval 
numbers at 53%. Much the same 
as Bush43 had on the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina, but there the 
comparison ends. 

Whereas Bush43 was indif-
ferent to the plight of Louisian-
ans, President Obama has been 
reactive to the point of fretting as 
if he should be burning the mid-
night oil to get the website kinks 
ironed out. There is only so much 
continual apologizing one needs to 
hear. There’s not much he can re-
ally do except to be seen as ensur-
ing things get right. 

The bad news is that at the 
time of writing, the President has 
given assurances/promises that 
HealthCare.gov will be up and run-
ning as it was designed to do by the 
end of November. Getting all the 
kinks and glitches ironed out sounds 
too good to be true. If this happens, 
great; if it doesn’t, the President 
will take another poll hit.  Some say 
that if he’s unsuccessful, faith in his 
ability to do the job will be irrevers-
ibly damaged. I don’t think that, but 
as some GOP Congressmen hunger 
to impeach Mr. Obama, this could 
be the impetus to forge ahead with 
that nuttiness.

Rule of thumb: don’t promise 

what you can’t control and don’t 
put your fate in the hands of others. 
Case in point, read on.

The client dump
The bigger problem for Presi-

dent Obama right now is credibility. 
Even when you tell folks that they 
can keep their existing healthcare 
plan even when the plans won’t/
don’t cover major healthcare prob-
lems, people take you at your word. 
People are happy with their health-
care plans right up until they need 
them for major operations and cata-
strophic problems and they get can-
celled. 

Also expecting healthcare in-
surance providers (who wish Oba-
macare be assigned to the trash 
heap) to play ball and not dump 
high risk/at risk clients, means that 
somebody in the administration 
wasn’t getting written assuranc-
es that these guys would behave. 
They didn’t, and they dumped mil-
lions of “at risk” clients.  The timing 
was impeccable. The dump was de-
signed to show up the unprepared-
ness of Obamacare and embarrass 
the President, and it worked. 

At risk means people using 
private insurance for more than 
they’ve paid for. Paying for doctor’s 
visits for colds and flu is OK, so long 
as it’s once in a while, but when you 
need an operation for whatever rea-
son, too bad, you lose. This is the 
health system Obamacare was de-
signed to overhaul. 

My final word on Obamacare 
this month is that that it needs to 
work. November 30 is Mr. Obama’s 
self-imposed deadline. The only way 
the President’s credibility is going 
to change for him, barring any oth-
er major catastrophes, is if the plan 
and access to it work properly. 

Finally Democratic gump-
tion – filibuster rule curtailed

It only took five years of the 
Obama Presidency, but after 80-
some rejections of the President’s 
nominees to fill  influential posi-
tions, such as vacancies on the in-
fluential DC Federal Court of Ap-
peals, the Senate finally made good 
it threat to revise its filibuster rule 
on appointees.

Before Thursday, November 
21, Senate rules required 60 votes 
for nominees to be conformed on 
the floor of the Senate, but after 
a vote of 52-48, with three Demo-
crats voting to oppose the change, 
the rule was amended. Now it only 
requires a simple majority of 51 
votes for nominees to be confirmed. 
This change doesn’t remove filibus-
ters entirely, but it does remove a 
good deal of the fights over nomina-
tions which has gone on since the 
Reagan era in the 1980s.

This appropriate Republican 
humiliation came after the Obama 
administration had its third ju-
dicial pick for the DC US Court 
of Appeals rejected for reasons 
Democrats have long considered 
were unreasonable grounds. Some-
times there is nothing so pleasur-

able than the screams and whines 
of Senate Republicans, whose ob-
structionist stance towards this ad-
ministration using and abusing the 
filibuster rule has been shot to hell.

This is a major change in the 
way the Senate functions now. But 
the most immediate result will 
be confirmation of the President 
Obama’s pick for Federal Reserve 
Chair Janet Yellan, which I will 
discuss in the January beat. Her 
confirmation hearing is ongoing at 
time of writing and she will prob-
ably be confirmed sometime before 
the Senate rises for the Christmas 
break.

Iran: Deal or no deal?
Iran is the other issue on the 

President’s agenda, and this is the 
deal Iran and the permanent five 
members of the UN Security Coun-
cil plus Germany (P5+1) are talking 
about. 

Under the proposed deal, the 
six world powers and Iran were 
to meet November 20-22 and Iran 
would agree to halt the expansion of 
its nuclear program for six months. 
Among the measures the first phase 
would address are:

 1) suspend 20% enrichment; 
 2) neutralize the 20% stock-

pile;
 3) hold steady the stockpile of 

3.5% enrichment by oxidizing any 
more accrued; 

 4) not install more centri-
fuges and not operate ones already 
installed but not yet enriching, in-
cluding the more advanced IR-2Ms; 

 5) stop building fuel assem-
blies for the unfinished Arak heavy 
water facility; and 

 6) allow increased inspections 
and monitoring at enrichment fa-
cilities, for a period of six months.

In exchange, Iran would re-
ceive under $10 billion in sanctions 
relief (including about $3 billion 
in hard currency assets frozen in 
banks abroad that would be me-
tered out each month depending on 
compliance), as well as the suspen-
sion of sanctions on auto sales, pet-
rochemicals, gold and precious met-
als, and aircraft parts.

During the six-month first 
phase, negotiators would then seek 
to reach a comprehensive agree-
ment under which all of the out-
standing concerns about Iran’s nu-
clear program would be addressed.  
In exchange there would be the 
lifting of proliferation-related sanc-
tions, including on oil exports and 
those restricting Iran’s access to the 
international banking system. Iran 
also seeks language in the accord 
that would permit it to pursue do-
mestic enrichment for a verifiably 
peaceful, civilian nuclear energy 
program as part of the deal.

So what’s not to like? If you 
talk to the French (acting as de fac-
to broker for Israel’s Prime Minister 
Bibi Netanyahu), they are dead set 
against this deal. The French are 
generally stupid when it comes to 
world power plays of late, and espe-

The Washington Beat
On again, off again
—will Obamacre work?

TM

Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

719-852-3538
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO  81144

www.slvrec.com
power@slvrec.com

Shop Locally
Shopping at local merchants reduces 
environmental impacts, keeps jobs in our 
communities, adds needed revenue to 
the local tax base and helps diversify our 

communities. Moreover, when you shop with local 
merchants, you matter! 

Many local merchants have signed up for SLVREC’s Co-op Connections 
program. Use your card and save this holiday season!  Check SLVREC’s 
web site for a complete list of participating local merchants.
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cially sensitive negotiations of this 
type. But, as they have veto power 
on the Security Council, they can’t 
be ignored. A veto on UN Security 
Council kills any resolution and 
President Francois Hollande is ad-
amant, at time of writing, to block 
this deal. 

The agreement would provide 
“unprecedented monitoring and ver-
ification” of Iran’s nuclear program, 
a senior U.S. official said. “The 
voluntary steps [in the first phase 
proposal] are good things in and of 
themselves. But the objective is to 
reach a comprehensive agreement 
that puts time on the clock, extends 
breakout time, shortens the time it 
would take to detect [breakout], and 
make the world, the US and Israel 
more secure.”

Yasser Arafat redux
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 

died nine years ago.  His demise and 
the upheaval it engendered in the 
Mideast peace process caused the 
former head of Al Fatah’s cause of 
death to be overlooked.

So earlier this year, al Jazeera, 
the Middle East broadcaster based 
in Doha, Qatar, sponsored a request 
from Mr. Arafat’s widow that Chair-
man Arafat’s body be exhumed and 
tests be carried out to find out his 
cause of death. As no autopsy had 
been carried out when he died in 
November 2004, the cause of death 
from a sudden illness was buried 
with the chairman. 

However, in reviewing footage 
of Arafat’s last days, questions arose 
as to what disease he was suffering 
from. The suspicion was that he has 
been exposed to excessive doses of 
radiation from a radioactive mate-
rial, which is found in nature, Polo-
nium 210.

While exposure to it in mod-
erate quantities has little or no 
effect on people, in concentrated 
form Polonium 210 is quite lethal. 
Polonium 210 had a history of use 
as a weapon by the KGB, and its 
successor the FSB, to take out un-
desirable elements.  Theses includ-
ed radical dissidents and critics of 
current President Vladimir Putin, 
as was the case with Alexander 
Litvinenko.

Alexander Litvinenko was a 
former officer of the Russian Fed-
eral Security Service, FSB and 
KGB, who fled from court prosecu-
tion in Russia and received politi-
cal asylum in the United Kingdom. 
According to his wife and father, he 
was working for MI6 and MI5 after 
receiving asylum.

On November 1, 2006, Mr. 
Litvinenko suddenly fell ill. Ear-
lier that day he had met two former 
KGB officers and by November 22, 
after three weeks of painful deterio-
ration of his physical body and men-
tal faculties, he died. His death was 
attributed to exposure to Polonium 
210 at 200 times the lethal dose. 
While there is no direct evidence 
that links Vladimir Putin with Mr. 
Litvinenko’s demise, circumstantial 

evidence and motive of who had the 
most to gain from his death point in 
that direction. 

The report released in early 
November from Swiss patholo-
gists who performed the autopsy of 
Yasser Arafat found that indeed it 
was likely he received 18 times the 
lethal dose of Polonium 210. 

They found that his symptoms 
of physical and mental deteriora-
tion were not unlike that of Alex-
ander Litvinenko, who died almost 
two years later to the day.

This report has momentum 
and ramifications as interest builds 
across the world and the Middle 
East. Anticipating the furor, an 
Israeli government spokesperson 
came out just days after the re-
port was released on November 7, 
flat out denying any complicity in 
Chairman Arafat’s death. 

He dismissed the findings in 
the report as “not conclusive” and 
further denied the country was in 
any way involved in Arafat’s death.

On November 8, Wasel Abu 
Yousef, a member of the executive 
committee of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organization, said the blame 
lies with Israel. “President Arafat 
was the victim of an organized ter-
rorist assassination perpetrated by 
Israel, which was looking to get rid 
of him,” he said.

The one thing that gets my 
notice is this: French pathologists 
in Paris could not find the cause of 
Mr. Arafat’s death in 2004. Nine 
years later, French President Fran-
cois Hollande proclaims France as 
Israel’s closest comrade in arms. A 
French connection between presi-
dents and security services seems 
more than just coincidence. There is 
more to this story, and it’s just be-
ginning, in my view.  

2016 Presidential race
Yeah, it’s early, but the talk 

is that clear frontrunner Hillary 
Clinton may have a major chal-
lenger. This would/could be the 
senior Senator from Massachu-
setts, Elizabeth Warren. While 
she has denied she was interested 
in the brass ring and so far is not 
planning a run in 2016, her finan-
cial credentials make her a favorite 
for me. By financial credentials, I 
don’t mean her successful career in 
the Wall St. ménage, but her finan-
cial career in being a watchdog on 
the financial dealings and business 
practices of Wall St. Specifically, 
noting the behavior of bankers dur-
ing the turmoil of the 2008 global 
financial crisis.

In the wake of the 2008 GFC, 
Warren served as chair of the Con-
gressional Oversight Panel created 
to oversee the Troubled Asset Relief 
Program (TARP). She later served 
as Assistant to the President and 
Special Advisor to the Secretary 
of the Treasury for the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau under 
President Barack Obama. In the 
late 2000s she was recognized by 
publications such as the National	

Law	Journal and the Time	100 as 
an increasingly influential public 
policy figure. She was elected to 
the Senate in the general election 
in 2012. 

Among her current senato-
rial duties she serves on the Senate 
Banking Committee, so she knows 
the players who deal in the current 
financial operations on Wall St.  Just 
for the record, the banking behavior 
rampant up to and during the GFC 
appears to be recurring again. So 
there needs to be a president who 
can see the signs when Wall St. tries 
to pull a fast one on the American 
people.

In May 2013, Warren intro-
duced her first bill, the Student 
Loan Fairness Act, which would 
allow students to take out govern-
ment education loans at the same 
rate that banks such as Goldman 
Sachs and J.P. Morgan Chase pay 
to borrow from the federal govern-
ment. Suggesting that students 
should get “the same great deal that 
banks get,” Warren proposed that 
new student borrowers be able to 
take out a federally subsidized loan 
at 0.75%, the rate paid by banks, 
compared with the current 3.4% 
student loan rate. It sits in the Sen-
ate and in the current climate has 
little chance of passing in the house, 
but it’s indicative of her thinking 
and what she intends as possible 
Democratic nominee.

 The soft-spoken Ms. Warren is 
64 and held in high respect by the 

financial world, which means they 
fear her and what she might wreak 
upon them if they’re found out doing 
wrong.

Good to contemplate.
Right now Hillary is running 

but she has baggage, not the least 
being that she was beaten for the 
prize in 2008. No objection, if she 
gets the nod. But I think a clear 
run isn’t going to happen. As Chris 
Mathews of MSNBC’s Hardball not-
ed on Meet the Press, Sunday No-
vember 17, Democrats like a fight 
and there might be several candi-
dates who would oblige.  

Meanwhile be of good cheer 
this holiday season. Happy Holi-
days. Happy New Year. Blessings.

And the Beat goes on.

by Ish
1/ Red Is the Color of: An interesting interplay 

between artist, his model and his wife.  The model is 
free-spirited and enticing . . . opening the artist’s wife to 
broader thinking. (Not porn, not even soft-porn)

2/ Guinevere: She is on the verge of a breakdown 
and finds love in a bohemian photographer that is as 

old as her parents who seems to have a stable of women in similar situ-
ations.

3/ Stolen: Master thief, played by Nicolas Cage, is ready to leave 
his criminal past behind him . . . but when his daughter is kidnapped he 
has to hook up with his old partner again to pull of this last heist.

4/ The Assassins: I found this an interesting Samurai-like film, 
taking place in the Han Dynasty when a prime minister ventures out 
and defeats China’s greatest warrior, hence terrifying every ambitious 
warlord across the country.  

5/ The Warrior: This is an excellent award-winning film with a 
theme that modern man can take to heart and learn from.  It is filmed 
in the deserts of Rajasthan and the Himalayas.  A local despot’s ruth-
less head warrior is about to kill a young girl when he experiences an 
epiphany that changes the direction of the film.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

a reporter’s blog…
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 Aventa Credit Union. . . In Your Interest
Aventa has made a commitment to continue to communicate with Saguache County on a monthly basis through The Crestone 
Eagle. With the intent to keep open communication as to Aventa’s direction in Saguache County, we encourage you to email us 
your financial topics of interests, questions or comments to messages@aventa.com.  

          Center   Colorado Springs  Crestone  
          Pueblo   Saguache                    

      aventa.com 
      800.555.6665

Federally Insured by NCUA
Equal Housing Lender

Membership Qualifications Apply

If you aren’t smart about holiday spending, you could find 
yourself in trouble before the icing dries on the cookies. You can 
avoid financial mishaps by using simple spending strategies for 
this year’s shopping season:
 
• Create a spending plan—To track expenses you need a budget: 
Who are you buying for? How much will you spend on each 
individual? Have specific gifts in mind.
 
• Shop before leaving home—Comparison shop online to find 
which stores carry the items you’re looking for and the best 
price. Flag items in flyers and catalogs and bring with you to 
the store.
 
• Limit time at the mall—Shop during lunch hours or during 
your child’s basketball practice so you don’t have “too” much 
time.
 
• If you use a credit card, be committed—Ideally don’t charge 
more than you can pay off when the bill arrives. 
 
• Beware store cards—These cards generally have higher interest 
rates than general use credit cards.
 
• Disregard “buy now, pay later”—It’s easy to bring a big 
purchase home without much thought when you don’t have to 
pay for it for six months. Be cautious: If you don’t pay off the 
item by the due date, you could be be socked with outrageous 
interest expenses.
 
If you need help with a holiday spending plan, talk to the 
professionals at Aventa Credit Union. You can also use the 
MoneyDesktop budgeting tool available within Aventa’s Online 
Banking system. You can import data from your other financial 
institutions and/or credit card companies to give you a complete 
financial picture. For details call us today at 800.555.6665.

Smart Spending Puts Holiday 
Shoppers in Control of Cart

Stressed Out Over the Affordable Healthcare Act?
Aventa’s Insurance Marketplace Can Help

For a stress-free holiday season, Aventa offers convenient access 
to your accounts with mobile banking (m.aventa.com), online 

banking, bill pay, shared branching, and nationwide 
surcharge-free ATM access through the CO-OP Network.®

Federally Insured by NCUA. Membership Qualifications Apply.

To learn more, visit aventa.com or call 800.555.6665.

Holidays Got
You Tangled Up?

You may have already noticed a fundamental shift happening 
with group and individual benefits, caused by market changes 
and the Affordable Health Care Act. Members and employees 
who currently receive benefits from their employers may now 
have to select it on their own.

You and your loved ones deserve the kind of peace of mind that 
Aventa’s Insurance Marketplace provides you with affordable 
health insurance options and expert assistance available when-
ever you need it. You can choose between many different plans  
-from major medical policies, short-term policies and more - 
from the nation’s leading insurance carriers so that your plan fits 
your exact needs. Through the Aventa Insurance Marketplace 
you also have access to other insurance plans including dental, 
vision, auto, life and home

You do not need to be a member of Aventa Credit Union to 
access and utilize Aventa’s Insurance Marketplace. Visit 
aventa.com or aventamarketplace.com for details and to get 
started.

Grow Your 
Money Faster

Aventa Credit Union offers some of the most competitive 
certificate rates in the area. Watch your money grow with 
these great rates:

Term APY*
24 month .90%
36 month 1.21%
48 month 1.31%
60 month 1.61%

But hurry! These great rates won’t last long! Call us at 
800.555.6665 or visit aventa.com for locations.

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate as of 10/24/2013. Please call 
800.555.6665 for current rates. Rates subject to change.  $10,000 minimum deposit. 
Fees could reduce earnings. Penalty for early withdrawal. Must be a member or qualify 
for membership. Federally Insured by NCUA.



by Angie Krall, 
Forest Archaeologist, 
Rio Grande National Forest 
In September of 2012, a group 

of over 25 archaeologists and vol-
unteers conducted investigations 
at the high potential Old Spanish 
National Historic Trail (OSNHT) 
Bunker Site (5SH614) in the Baca 
Mountain Tract on the Rio Grande 
National Forest. This article ex-
plores the preliminary results of 
that investigation. The project was 
funded by the National Historic 
Trails Program of the Forest Ser-
vice and the National Trails Pro-

gram of the National Park Service 
Intermountain Region. This com-
bined funding was used as a match 
toward the “New Lands” Cultural 
Landscape Analysis of the Baca 
Mountain Tract funded by the 

Colorado State Historical Fund. 
The Bunker Site is thought to be a 
high potential stop, or paraje, after 
a day’s journey, jornada, along the 
Old Spanish Trail.

In previous articles for the 
Eagle, I noted that the Old Span-
ish Trail was pioneered by Mexican 
trader Antonio Armijo in 1829 as 
a pack trail and a later emigra-
tion route that connected Santa 
Fe and Los Angeles. Traders car-
ried woolens, made from the wool 
of churro sheep that were traded 
in LA for hundreds and sometimes 
thousands of strong Californian 
mules and horses. American In-
dian slaves were also known to be 
illicitly traded during this journey. 
Over the years, multiple, parallel, 
and intertwined routes developed 
as travelers sought adequate wa-
ter, grazing areas, shorter distanc-
es and smoother terrain. It is im-
portant to note that tribal groups 
in the San Luis Valley pioneered 
an extensive network of trails for 
the purpose of hunting, trade and 
travel.  Later European immi-
grants, such as traders along the 
Old Spanish Trail, likely utilized 
and modified these trails. For this 
reason, some have proposed that 
the trail be called the Indo-Hispa-
no Trail. Since 2009, we have fol-
lowed the trail from an ephemeral 
line on a map to what we believe is 
the highest potential OSNHT camp 
in the nation.

Two main routes of the Old 
Spanish Trail have been document-
ed: the Armijo (Southern) Route 
and the Northern Route.  The 
“North Branch” of the Old Span-
ish Trail is identified as a variant 

of the Northern Route.  The North 
Branch ran through the San Luis 
Valley and the Gunnison River 
country of Colorado into eastern 
Utah, later crossing Nevada and 
California.  The East Fork of the 
North Branch runs along the west-
ern toe of the Sangre de Cristo mas-
sif and runs through or very near 
the town of Crestone, after which 
it curves to the west through Sa-
guache and over Cochetopa Pass. 
The primary trade period of the 
Old Spanish Trail ended when the 
Southwest became part of the Unit-
ed States as a result of the Treaty 
of Guadalupe Hidalgo in 1848 and 
when other trading avenues were 
established. The Old Spanish Trail 
was congressionally designated as 
a National Historic Trail in 2002. 
The West Fork of the North Branch 
of the OSNHT is thought to have 
run on the west side of the San 
Luis Valley. This trail is a variant 
“under study” and is not yet con-
gressionally designated due to a 
lack of archival information.

The Bunker Site lies at the 
foot of the Sangre de Cristo Moun-
tains and overlaps the East Fork 
of the North Branch. It is a large 
site discovered several years ago by 
local ranchers Bob and Judy Bun-

ker when the land was part of the 
Baca Ranch.  The site was investi-
gated briefly in 2009 and 2010, and 
revealed artifacts such as a spent 
musket ball, a coscojo (jingle from 
a Spanish or Mexican style bit), a 
scrolled Spanish-style bit fragment 
and metal projectile points. These 
artifacts suggested ties to the Old 
Spanish Trail era of significance 
between 1829 and 1848. However, 
as many researchers know, it is 
very difficult to distinguish sites 
occupied by Native Americans par-
ticipating in Euro-American trade 
networks from other Native Ameri-
can sites during the early contact 
period. Jicarilla Apaches often 
had a similar material cultural to 
early Hispanic settlers. A diverse 
assemblage of artifacts at the site 
pre-date the use of the Old Span-
ish Trail, suggesting it has been a 
popular campsite for hundreds, if 
not thousands of years.

RMC Consultants Inc. carried 
out this investigation, under con-
tract with the Rio Grande National 
Forest. PaleoCultural Research 
Group (PCRG), in cooperation with 
the San Luis Valley Archaeological 
Network and the Old Spanish Trail 
Association, recruited and man-
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El Paraje: Adventures in 
public archaeology on 
the high potential Old 
Spanish National Historic 
Trail Bunker Site  

continued on page B-7

The old Spanish Trail came up from Santa Fe and through the San Luis Valley.  It 
hugged the base of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains where there was firewood and 
protection from enemies; it also kept the travellers and beasts out of the marshy 
lands in the middle of the valley.  North of Crestone the trail turned west and headed 
to Saguache and over Cochetopa Pass.

The historic Old Spanish Trail.

Examples of coscojos found at the Bun-
ker Site, some with stamped designs. 
 photo by RMC Consultants, Inc.

Christina Burch and Loretta Mitson work on test unit.  photo by Angie Krall (FS)



Mercury is not retrograde. 
That’s good news. But ya know 
what? This being an 11-year cycle 
for solar flares, I have noticed when 
I read there has been, “a significant 
solar flare activity,” taking place 
that seems to fit with why people 
are feeling out of sorts for a few 
days, than quickly back to “normal.” 
What I’ve noticed is some people are 
more sensitive and feel achy, or get 
a headache or even flu-like symp-
toms when there is solar flare activ-
ity taking place. I usually Google 
“Solar flare,” and the present date 
to find out if there is one taking 
place or not.

 December 1 just for today 
Mercury is aspecting both Mars and 
Pluto.  Intriguing conversations will 
take you deeper into understand-
ing motivations of yourself and oth-
ers. Your mind is likely to be sped 
up. The Sun is in a positive aspect, 
with Pluto offering options for turn-
ing your life around. Big time possi-
bilities for transformation are avail-
able if you are ready and seeking 

the support needed to make the big 
time leap out of old patterns of per-
sonality. Are you ready?

 December 1-3 Mercury is in 
a positive aspect with Mars which 
will speed up your mind and nerv-
ous system. Ever have a conversa-
tion where you’re both speaking at 
the same time? This would be one of 
those times.

 December 2 the New Moon 
takes place at 5:23pm with the Sun 
and Moon both at 11° of Sagittarius 
and in a good aspect with Pluto. The 
aspects at the time of the New Moon 
set the pace for what the next 29 ½ 
days will be about. With Pluto in a 
supporting role you will have the 
option of going deeper and deeper 
into a transformational process that 
finds you leaving the past behind 
and emerging into the truth of who 
you really are on a soul level. You 
can finally let go of past notions of 
negative thoughts about yourself. 
Time for freeing your soul. Joy then 
emerges and guides the way.

 December 4 Mercury will en-
ter Sagittarius today and remain in 
this direct, fiery sign until December 
24. Your mind is shifting all over the 
place with so many thoughts and in-
terests to follow. Conversations will 
be stimulating, but jumping from 
topic to topic rather quickly can be 
hard to follow at times.

 December 4-6 Mercury in 
Sagittarius will be aspecting Nep-
tune in Pisces awkwardly which 
brings about confusion and misun-
derstandings. There’s a tendency 
to be unrealistic by being overly 
optimistic.

 December 7 Mercury is in 
a challenging aspect with Jupiter 
speeding up your mind. This is 
not a good time for decision mak-
ing. Mars will be entering into Li-
bra today and remaining here un-
til the end of July 2014. Changes 
that take you by surprise are tak-
ing place in personal relationships 
during this time.

 December 7-19 Jupiter in 
Cancer is in an ideal aspect (120° 
apart) to Saturn in Scorpio. This is 

a good aspect for financial stability.
 December 8-10 Mercury is 

in a super fine aspect with Uranus 
which is known to increase intui-
tion.

 December 9 the Sun is in a 
positive aspect to Saturn signaling 
a find time for organizing, andget-
ting rid of things to make life simple 
and clear.

 December 9-10 the Sun is 
aspecting Jupiter offering you high 
hopes, but unrealistic for the times. 
Keep your vision and work with it. 

 December 12-13 Mars is 
awkwardly aspecting Neptune 
which means you need to focus on 
strengthening your immune sys-
tem. You’re apt to feel tired, worn 
out at this time. This aspect will end 
on December 13 at noon.

 December 14 you may be 
feeling crabby and critical of your 
self and others because Mars is in a 
challenging aspect to Saturn.

 December 14-25 Jupiter is in 
an awkward aspect to Neptune. Be 
careful: this aspect has to do with il-
lusions and delusions. Do you want 
to be convinced of something? Are 
you vulnerable to being deceived 
because you’re feeling needy of flat-
tery? Be careful.  This is an aspect 
which suggests that you are being 
conned. Living in a make believe 
world (watching lots of movies) is 
one thing because you are choosing 
it. But, in life where relationships 
are important be aware of who is 
seemingly so convincing. Observe 
your reactions to others.

 December 17 Uranus will 
turn direct after being retrograde 
since mid-July (2013). Now is the 
time to focus on inventing progres-
sive practical ideas that could make 
you money. The Full Moon will take 
place at 2:28am with the Moon in 
Gemini and the Sun opposite it in 
Sagittarius. Because Mars is ap-
proaching an aspect to Uranus and 
Pluto it will dominate the energy 
of the Full Moon and bring on acci-
dent-prone energies. The Full Moon 
itself in Gemini and Sagittarius is 
all about learning and sharing what 
you are aware of and how you can 
learn more through conversations 
with others who disagree with your 
point of view. Their perspective can 
open you to a vaster understanding 
if you allow yourself to stretch.

 December 21 the Sun moves 
into Capricorn at 10:11am and re-
mains in this serious, goal-oriented 
earth sign until January 20. While 
the Sun is in Capricorn you can 
focus more on one thing at a time. 
Getting your goals taken care of and 
being productive is important and 
brings a certain amount of peace of 

mind. Capricorn people are happy 
when organized and productive.

 December 21 Venus goes 
retrograde while stationed at 28° 
of Capricorn. Trust issues are real 
and respect goes along with it. Be 
patient with yourself and know that 
you will know when you feel safe 
and trust in a new relationship.  It 
does take time. It’s not an intellec-
tual decision.

 December 22-24 good news! 
The Sun in Capricorn is in a posi-
tive aspect with Neptune in Pisces 
which heralds spiritual energies 
which can bring about healing. This 
is a fine time to go on a silent re-
treat.

 December 23-25 (until 8am 
on 12/25) Mars is opposite Uranus. 
Whenever these two planets are 
awkwardly aspecting each other it 
is always “an accident-prone time.” 
This is because there is a lack of 
patience and a feeling of wildness 
needing to be expressed somehow 
some way. This aspect is also known 
to stimulate conflict, rebelliousness, 
and eruptive anger.

 December 24-26 Mercury 
enters Capricorn at 3:13am and 
enters into a favorable aspect with 
Neptune. This combination ushers 
in uplifting thoughts which need to 
be expressed. Singing and chanting 
spiritual values has a potent effect 
now.

 December 25 Merry Christ-
mas to all of you. On this day 
there are aspects between planets 
in Capricorn and planets in Libra 
which inform us that change is 
important; don’t resist it. There 
is some tension which needs to be 
dealt with and not ignored. The 
best aspects on this day are in Pi-
sces (Chiron and Neptune) indicat-
ing the ability to forgive and let go 
of the past. Today you can decide 
to stretch beyond your thinking (if 
you choose to) and allow yourself 
to accept all of humanity as your 
brothers and sisters. It would be 
super fine if we all decided to take 
a few moments to be quiet and 
send out positive thoughts for all 
of humankind.

 December 27-31 the Sun, 
Mercury and Pluto are all awk-
wardly aspecting Mars in Libra and 
also Uranus in Aries. This is quite 
the set up for eruptive actions to 
take place. Certainly we will be feel-
ing the tension ‘round the world at 
this time. Where there is inequality 
there will be uprisings. These upris-
ings will make a future that is re-
spectful of all people. Just how long 
that takes is hard to know. But the 
energy is going in that direction for 
years to come, at least until 2016.
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by Kim Malville
What’s in the sky this 

month?
The great mystery of Decem-

ber will be comet ISON. Is it alive 
or dead? The comet is just appear-
ing as a faint object near Spica in 
the morning skies as I write this 
column in mid-November. It will 
pass through a baptism by fire 
in the sun’s corona on Nov 28, at 
which time its 3-mile-wide nucleus 
may evaporate due to the radia-
tion of the sun or break apart by 
the sun’s gravity. What happens is 
anyone’s guess.  It may appear as a 

bright object in the morning skies, 
in which case the finding chart will 
be useful.

 This comet is a total stranger 
to us in the inner solar system. For 
the last four billion years it has been 
in the cloud of icy debris left over 
after our solar system was formed. 
A passing star may have nudged 
it out of its deep sleep, causing it 
to plunge downward toward the 
sun.  Its ancient ices are sublimat-
ing heat of the sun, producing its 
beautiful filamentary tail, blown 
away from the sun by its radiation. 
Like Halley’s Comet, it appears 

to be largely 
covered by 
a coating of a tar-like substance. 
Gas escaping through holes in that 
coating producing multiple jets of 
gas, resulting in the filaments of 
the tail visible in the photographic 
negative in the figure.

 December 1-17: Look for 
Comet Ison in the morning skies

December 13-14. The Gemi-
nid meteor shower will be best seen 
in the hour between moonset and 
the first light of dawn. The peak of 
the shower should be around 11pm 
MST on the thirteenth.  These me-

teors are rela-
tively slow and 
are often yel-
lowish. They 
plunge deeper 
into the at-
mosphere than 
most meteors 
because they 
are chunks of 
rock instead 
the fluffy dust 
of most meteors 
coming from 
comets. The 
Orionids come 
from a small 
asteroid or the 
remains of a 
dead comet, 
which is gradu-
ally cracking 
as it heats and 
cools in its or-
bit around the 
sun. Every 1.4 
years when it 
is closest to the 
sun its surface 
heats up to 
1300°F.  

D e c e m -
ber 17: Full moon

December 18: The almost-
full moon comes close to Jupiter in 
the constellation of Gemini

December 21: Winter sol-
stice occurs at 10:11 pm local time: 
the shortest day of the year.

MAVEN is on its way to 
Mars

There were celebrations in 
Boulder on the morning of No-
vember when the rocket carry-
ing MAVEN blasted off flawlessly. 
Five hundred school kids crowded 
into the Glen Miller Ballroom of 
the University Memorial Center, 

joined in a boister-
ous count down, 
and then broke into 
earsplitting cheers. 
Astronomers at 
CU’s Laboratory 
for Atmospheric 
and Space Phys-
ics were elated, to 
put it mildly, that 
the space experi-
ment into which 
they had devoted 
10 years of plan-
ning made it off the 
ground. A maven is 
a trusted expert in 
a particular field, a 
knowledgeable en-
thusiast, who seeks 
to pass knowledge 
on to others. The 
word comes from 
the Hebrew and 
means one who un-
derstands, based on 
an accumulation 
of knowledge. The 
LASP astronomers 
had to work hard 
to create this acro-
nym, but it works very nicely.

MAVEN will be studying the 
thin Martian atmosphere and, per-
haps, will be watching in real-time 
as it gets peeled away, molecule by 
molecule, by the solar wind.

 Upon arrival at Mars Sep-
tember 22, 2014, MAVEN will fire 
its braking rocket to put itself into 
a highly elliptical orbit around 
Mars, dipping  as close as 65 miles 
from the ground to gather air sam-
ples and then retreat to its great-
est distance of 3728 miles. The 
purpose is to determine how much 
of the atmosphere is being lost to 
space today and try extrapolating 
back to the time when Mars had a 
dense atmosphere.

In the 49 years since NASA’s 
Mariner 4 spacecraft flew by Mars 
we have learned that Mars was 
once much more like the earth, 
with braided river channels and 
the shores of ancient lakes inside 
impact craters. There are miner-
als on its surface that could have 
formed only in the presence of liq-
uid water. Indeed, once it may have 
been similar to the Mars of Ray 
Bradbury’s Martian Chronicles. 
But that would have been long, 
long ago. There are two explana-
tions for its loss of water and air: 
they disappeared either down into 
the ground or upward into inter-
planetary space.  MAVEN is de-
signed to explore the upward pos-
sibility. Escape of its atmosphere 
may have started about 4 billion 
years ago when the planet’s protec-
tive magnetic field turned off and 
ceased protecting the atmosphere 
from the solar wind.

MAVEN should reach Mars 
two days before India’s Mars Or-
biter Mission, which was launched 
on November 5. India’s probe ini-
tially didn’t reach its target alti-
tude and Indian scientists and en-
gineers have been using a series of 
carefully designed rocket burns to 
raise it in its orbit around Earth. 
The space craft, named after the 
Hindu counterpart to the Roman 
god Mars, Mangal, should be in po-
sition on December 1 to begin its 
own journey to Mars.

 Some have questioned the 
$72 million price tag for a coun-

try of 1.2 billion people still deal-
ing with widespread hunger and 
poverty. But the government has 
defended the Mars mission by not-
ing its importance in providing 
high-tech jobs for scientists and en-
gineers. One of Mangalyaan’s ex-
periment is to search for methane 
in Mars’ atmosphere, which could 
be the result of a primitive from of 
life currently living on the planet. 
One thing is certain: if methane is 
found, it will not be evidence of wa-
ter buffalos or sacred cows on Mars. 

Planets, planets every-
where

One out of every five sun-like 
stars in the Milky Way galaxy has 
a planet about the size of Earth 
that is properly located for liq-
uid water to exist on its surface. 
The analysis, performed by Eric 

Petigura, a graduate student at 
the University of California, was 
based on three years of data col-
lected by NASA’s Kepler space 
telescope. That adds up to 40 bil-
lion Earth-size potentially habit-
able planets. The closest habit-
able planet may be a mere 12 light 
years away. That distance is still 
an enormous distance away for 
an interstellar jaunt. Phone con-
versations would have a 24-year 
delay built into them. But such a 
planet could be easily studied by 
telescopes to learn if it has oceans 
of water and an atmosphere in 
which some creature could take 
breaths. We could even listen in 
on 12-year-old broadcasts. Once, 
we thought we might be alone in 
the universe. Now it seems livable 
planets, maybe even blue-green 
jewels like ours, may be the rule 
rather than the exception in our 
galaxy.
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MAVEN on its way to launch.  photo by NASA

Finding chart for Comet ISON.  photo by Sky and Telescope 

Negative image of Comet Ison taken on 
15 November.  photo by Damian Peach
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by Bea Ferrigno
At the November 12 meet-

ing of the Rio Grande Interbasin 
Roundtable (RGRT), members got 
down to work on the Rio Grande 
Basin Water Plan (RGBWP) which 
will become part of the statewide 
plan  ordered by Governor Hicken-
looper.  Representatives of DiNa-
tale Water Consultants (DNWC) 
and Craig Godbout, Program Man-
ager, Water Supply Planning Sec-
tion of the Colorado Water Conser-
vation Board (CWCB) described 
the structure of the plan in detail 
and the need for public input to the 
planning process, particularly be-
cause the deadline for the basin’s 
draft plan has been moved up.

Stakeholders who are not 
members of the RGRT are needed 
on the steering committee and for 
pubilc information and outreach 
efforts that will be tailored for dif-
ferent areas in the basin. Several 
working groups were expanded 
and new ones were formed: a water 
administration working  group, an 
agricultural group to focus on mini-
mizing loss of irrigated acres, a mu-
nicipal and industrial group, and 
another to focus on non-consump-
tive needs. Area groups such as the 
San Luis Valley Ecosystem Coun-
cil, the Sangre de Cristo National 
Heritage Area, and the Sangre de 
Cristo Acequia Association will be 
invited to participate.

As Tom Spezze of DNWC 
pointed out, the RGBWP is not 
about re-inventing the wheel; rath-
er it will be based on work and re-
search that has been done over the 

past several years as recorded in 
documents available at www.colo-
radowaterplan.com.  The aim is to 
tailor the plan to respond to the di-
verse conditions and varied social, 
cultural, and economic impacts of 
water throughout the basin. 

Among major areas of the 
plan are non-consumptive uses 
such as environmental and recrea-
tional activities.  The CWCB’s Non-
Consumptive Toolbox is  posted on 
the water plan site and a map of 
non-consumptive needs for the Rio 
Grande Basin has been prepared 
by the Wetlands Focus Group of 
the RGRT; it includes a zone of spe-
cial significance east of Crestone in 
the Sangre de Cristo mountains. 
http://cwcb.state.co.us/water-man-
agement/basin-roundtables/Docu-
ments/RioGrande/RioGrandeNC-
NA_Mapping%20Results.pdf.

The State Water Plan website 
at www.coloradowaterplan.com 
provides information on each of 
the basin plans and links to submit 
suggestions; there is also a local 
site at www.riograndewaterplan.
webs.com.  The public is invited to 
attend RGRT meetings on the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month at the 
San Luis Valley Water Conservan-
cy District, 623 Fourth Street, Ala-
mosa, from 2 to 5pm.

SNoTEl  budget cuts pos-
sible

At the past few RGRT meet-
ings there has been considerable 
concern about expected cuts in the 
National Resource Conservation 
Service (NRCS) budget for auto-
mated and manual reports of snow-

pack.  It was expected that staffing 
for manual snow courses would be 
reduced to 20 surveyors for the en-
tire state.  The SNOTEL reports 
are needed by water administra-
tors to prepare estimates of water 
available for compact compliance 
and irrigation, usually due on the 
first of April. A week after the No-
vember RGRT meeting, Senators 
Udall and Bennet and Congress-
man Tipton sent a letter to the US 
Department of Agriculture urging 
the NRCS to prioritize  funding for 
the Snow Survey and Water Supply 
Forecasting Program (see sidebar).

Acequia del Cerro
In other business, an appli-

cation for $100,000 in basin funds 
as part of a $1.2 million project to 
rehabilitate the Acequia del Cerro 
near San Luis was approved.  The 
balance of the funding was through 
Targeted Conservation and Envi-
ronmental Quality Incentives Pro-
grams  (EQIP) of the NRCS. The 
application had been approved by 
the RGRT and submitted earlier to 
the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board (CWCB), but was not fund-
ed because the CWCB criteria had 
changed. To receive CWCB funds, 
projects now must have statewide 
benefits such as compliance with 
interstate compacts. The Acequia 
del Cerro draws water from Cule-
bra creek and is not subject to the 
Rio Grande Compact because the 
Culebra no longer reached the Rio 
Grande when the compact was 
signed. The Acequia del Cerro, es-
tablished in 1857, is one of the old-
est acequias in Colorado and holds 
Colorado’s 7th priority right.  It 
serves 82 landowners who irrigate 
1,880 acres of hay, grass, row crops 
and vegetables.   

SNOTEL manual 
courses to be 
maintained  this 
winter

by  Bea Ferrigno
The Natural Resources 

Conservation Service says it 
won’t reduce the number of Colo-
rado snow survey (SNOTEL) 
sites this winter, though that 
plan had been under considera-
tion due to anticipated budget 
cuts. The idea had drawn criti-
cism from water managers and 
from Senators Mark Udall and 
Michael Bennet and  Repre-
sentative Scott Tipton in a joint 
letter on the issue:  “In the face 
of prolonged drought, significant 
population growth and climate 
change, NRCS’ snow program 
data provides vital information 
on precipitation and future wa-
ter supplies essential for Colo-
rado and the entire American 
West.”  Because automated sites 
can break down in winter condi-
tions, “the manual snow courses 
[are] the only sources of reliable 
data to meet local demands and 
interstate compact deliveries.” 
Snowpack data help water man-
agers plan for spring runoff and 
adjust reservoir levels for  antici-
pated inflow so as to fulfill water 
rights obligations and manage 
river levels for flood avoidance 
and fish habitat.

In response, William Shoup, 
acting snow survey supervisor 
in Colorado for the NRCS, said 
the manual snow course meas-
urements would continue from 
all 104 manual sites through 
changes in how the operation is 
managed. He said the reduction 
in manual sites had come up 
for discussion given the budget 
situation and the fact that data 
from some of the manual sites 
isn’t being used in water supply 
forecasting by the agency’s Na-
tional Water and Climate Center 
in Oregon. But he agreed about 
the importance of the long-term, 
historical data being generated 
by sites that in some cases date 
back to the 1800s, thus provid-
ing information on long-term cli-
mate change and the impacts of 
dust on snow.

Shoup said that while all 
the manual measurements will 
continue this year,  funding for 
future years depends on the fed-
eral budget for the NRCS.

Parts of this update were 
drawn from John Orr’s Novem-
ber 21 Coyote Gulch blog post of 
Dennis Webb’s coverage in the 
Grand Junction Daily Sentinel.

Public input invited for Rio Grande Basin water plan

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

San Luis Valley
Federal Bank

401 Edison Ave.
Alamosa

3415 Mariposa Ave.
West Alamosa

330 Solar Ave.
Monte Vista

www.slvfed.com

Wishing You the
Peace of the Season

KRZA 

Wishes you  
the warmest  

Winter 
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by Nicholas Chambers
The small market store of 

Ploughboy in Salida is actually no 
small store.  It is a giant in the 
local and sustainable food move-
ment.  So much that the people of 
Colorado voted them the green-
est restaurant in the Nature Con-
servancy’s Nature’s Plate People’s 
Choice Award.  

To be eligible for this award 
you need to serve free-range and 
grass-fed meat, use organic ingre-
dients, use regional (within 300 
miles) or local (within 100 miles) 
produce, and serve tap water in-
stead of bottled water.   Ploughboy 
achieves this criteria with flying 
colors, as it is their founding busi-
ness model to serve a local demand 
for local food, support and feed 
the socio-economics of their com-
munity, and practice good earth 
stewardship.  This award has not 
only put Ploughboy on the map, but 
Salida as well.  For a town of 5300 
people beating out the progressive 
likes of Denver, Boulder, and Fort 
Collins, the dedication of the com-
munity to support a venture like 
this is evident.

Ploughboy founders Dave and 
Kerry Nelson were on what was 
supposed to be a cross-country road 
trip from Philadelphia in 2009.  On 
day 5 they landed in Salida and 
went no further.  Here in this small 
mountain community they were 
inspired to dig into the local food 
movement that was clearly being 
expressed.    A former lawyer, Ker-
ry envisioned a food depot that was 
beyond organic.  She saw an afford-
able mecca that would intercept 
as many dollars as possible and 
“plough” them back into the liveli-
hoods of the local farmers, ranch-
ers, and product engineers.

Jack-of-all-trades and creator 
of an awesome beet cake, as well as 
Dave’s Famous Baked Beans, Dave 
was able to lay the foundation for 
a vertically-integrated enterprise.  
On any given day this means cook-
ing and baking in the kitchen, 
driving to individual farms to pick 
up produce, or building dovetail 
benches out back.  One particular 
innovation worthy of note is their 
walk-in cooler that, when cool 
enough, uses the outside ambient 
temperature instead of running the 
compressors year-round.  

Then you have Sara An-
dersen at the helm of Operations 
Manager.  With a background in 
construction management and pos-
sessing a sixth sense in attention to 
detail and fiscal responsibility, she 
expertly juggles the procuring, or-
dering, and buying from over 100 
producers in addition to wholesal-
ers such as SOURCE Local Foods.  
Sara breaks down Dave and Ker-
ry’s vision into manageable pieces, 
which sometimes means buying 
under a dozen cherry pies per week 
from My Safe Haven Farm of the 
San Luis Valley.

Sam Montgomery is the Mar-
keting Manager that has helped 
get Ploughboy the recognition they 
deserve as well as manage the 
steady stream of information that 
is native to a public-serving entity.  
Sam got her start in the alternative 
food industry by doing marketing 
for Zapata Ranch.  With a love for 
Salida combined with a recognition 
of the team Dave and Kerry were 
building and the vision they were 
embarking on, Sam was hired on.  
“This is not just a job, it is a part of 
our lives.  We all have a passion for 
this work.  It is a labor of love,” say 
Sara and Sam.

Newly added this year, 
Ploughboy has added a wine, cider, 
and mead tasting room where you 
can enjoy over 40 Colorado wines 
(including Vino Salida and Mt. 
Spirit Winery from Salida), two 
Salida meads, and three Western 
Slope ciders.  The tasting room is 
open Friday through Sunday 11-7.  

Next time you are on H Street 
in Salida you will notice two giants.  
One is of brick and mortar that is 
good at aggregating commodity 
food and shipping it around the 

country.  Across the street, how-
ever, you will find a giant of anoth-
er kind.  Under aged roof trusses 
reminiscent of markets of the past, 
amidst aromas of peach cobbler or 
braised short ribs, you will find a 
Colorado cornucopia filled with 
artisan wholesome goodness. The 
coffee and tea pot are always on, 
a loaf of Salida Bread is always on 
the cutting board, and inspired and 
friendly folks are ready to serve 
you.  The 2013 Colorado Nature’s 
Plate Award belongs to Ploughboy.   

Salida’s Ploughboy wins the Colorado’s 
People’s Choice for Green Restaurant

Salida Bread Company bakes fresh bread every day for Ploughboy.  They use organic, 
Colorado stone-milled flour, locally-grown fruits, local honeys and sugars and all the top 
quality spices. 

Marketing Manager Sam Montgomery and Salesperson Natalie Sharp on the floor of 
Ploughboy in Salida. 

WOODMAN DESIGN
Time to 
   • remodel the bath?
   • add another bedroom?
   • make a landscape plan?
   • plan your dream home?

    Home design in the 
    Moffat/Crestone/Baca 
    area for 25 years; 
    local references.

    Janet Woodman
    719-937-3767 
    woodmandesign@fairpoint.net

Happy Holidays 
from your friends at

Collegiate Peaks 
Bank

"
.

' "" '.Call us 
for ALL your  

building needs! ph: 719-539-4754 • fax: 719-539-9101 • ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242

Thank you for letting us be your building center!
Merry Christmas from all of us at Poncha Lumber!



Page B-6 • The Crestone Eagle • December, 2013 www.crestoneeagle.com

by Leigh Mills
Many of the gardening and 

homesteading books I’ve read suggest 
keeping a journal.  Farmstead jour-
nals keep track of all the numbers 
and details that help determine the 
cost effectiveness of animals or cer-
tain crops, weather patterns, and oth-
er related items.  Garden journals can 
be used to record germination rates, 
planting maps, insect populations, 
plant disease, and harvest amounts.  
I had been homesteading with ani-
mals and gardening for 6 years before 
I started my first journal.

When I began to garden years 
ago, the idea of keeping track of all 
the details did not interest me one bit.  
It seemed like too much work when 
there was work enough to do already.  
That all changed when I began re-
searching honeybees a few years ago.  
The materials I read deepened my 
interest and practice of biodynamics 
and I purchased my first Biodynamic 
Planting Calendar/Gardening Jour-
nal in 2011.  When I look back through 
the past three years of my calendars, 
I can see a gradual increase of nota-
tions about planting, transplant-
ing, weather and harvest cycles.  In 
2012, I started writing notes in the 
little calendar almost every day.  In 
March of this year, 2013, I outgrew 
the calendar lines and started using 
a blank journal book to keep track of 
the Heyokah Homestead happenings 
in more detail.    

Actually, I use both of the jour-
nals together.  The North American 
Biodynamic Sowing and Planting 
Calendar, by Maria and Matthias 
Thun, informs me of the planting, 
transplanting, and harvesting cy-
cles.  I make notations in it every day 
about the morning temps, weather, 
and a couple of words about the 
garden.  A classic, black and white 
marbled cardboard journal is used 

to record the broader experiences of 
the garden, including the how-to’s of 
certain garden tasks and results of 
other ones.  I’ve learned to keep a pen 
in it and bring it with me whenever I 
go into the garden or greenhouse.  I 
also write down stuff that pops up in 
my head when I’m doing contempla-
tive gardening chores.  The topics are 
garden-related and often esoteric like 
poems, mental observations, or ideas 
for gardening articles.  I think I had 
the idea to write about garden jour-
nals a couple of months ago and ta-
da, here’s the result. 

I’ve come to agree with the folks 
who suggest keeping a garden jour-
nal, and in my opinion, the best place 
to start is with the North American 
Biodynamic Sowing and Planting 
Calendar.  It can be found and pur-
chased for under $20 at Steiner-
Books.org.  Click the “Biodynamics” 
link on the left side of the page and 
when that menu pops up, slide over 
and click “Biodynamic Calendars”.  
Using one of these as a planting cal-
endar and starter journal can connect 
you further into the earth’s cycles, 
your garden and into yourself. If you 
like to keep track of other garden and 
homestead details, then I suggest 
also getting a blank notebook and use 
both journals together.  Have a great 
Solstice Season and Happy Garden-
ing for 2014! 

Leigh Mills has lived and gar-
dened in the San Luis Valley since 
2002 and written the “As the Worm 
Turns” column for almost 4 years.  If 
you enjoy reading her monthly, visit 
her daily at The Infinite Bee website 
(theinfinitebee.com).  View color pho-
tos and read journal entries filled 
with tips about high-altitude garden-
ing and seed saving, food preserva-
tion, yummy recipes, and off-the-grid, 
homestead living.  

As the Worm Turns
The Garden Journal

MARK THE DATE
4th Annual San Luis Valley Seed Exchange

Saturday, February 15 ~ Crestone Charter School
11am - 3pm

Get your seeds ready and/or make a list of the ones you need

For more info, contact Leigh Mills
719-655-2011 or slvseedexchange@gmail.com 

Local Appliance, 
 Plumbing Repair, & 
 Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling

Save up to $120 in travel charges on 
washer and dryer repairs.

Also on plumbing repairs, leaky 
faucets, broken pipes, 

winterization, sinks replaced, and 
roto-rooting clogged drain lines. 

Sliding scale for fixed income. 
NO TRAVEL CHARGES

Aaron Anderson: 719.298.1026

 www.CrestoneRealEstate.net 
Tel (719) 256-5800    116 S. Alder Street, Suite D

Crestone

1500C Wagon Wheel rd:  2-5 br, 2 1/2 bath, 
2 car, 3,500 sf.  Owner-architect built jewel on 12 
treed and private acres protected by Willow Creek 
greenbelt.  Exquisite gardens, master suite, guest 
house, office & 400 sf hexagonal eagle’s nest 
lookout room with 360 degree views.  $549,000

4195C CapriCe Way: 1 br, 1 bath, 1200 sf.  
Delightful creekside adobe-style home.  Many 
windows, in-floor radiant.  Reduced!  $122,000

512 e. MiCa:  1 br, 1 bath. Own a piece of 
paradise with this adorable off-grid cabin in town.  
Private location, 2/3 acre.  Well, garage.  $116,000

Town of Crestone

165 Canyon ol: 4 br, 1.5 bath, bright with 
beautiful views! 2 balconies, patio, screened porch, 
greenhouse; private location on cul de sac. Near
hiking trail, park and creek. $189,000 now $182,000

Cul de Sac privacy!

4236C Tranquil: 2,160 sf, 4 br, office, 3 bath. 
Views! Night sky! Walk to Stupa! Near retreat centers! 
On 2.6 acres! This home has many possibilities 
with its location & amenities. Must see!  $335,000

new listing - Stupa house!

3510 enChanTed:  3 br, 2 bath, 1833 sf.  
Spacious kitchen, living, and master. Two tankless 
water heaters for hot water & central heat.  Nice 
location & lot. New roof with warranty!  $119,000

great Value at $119,000!

958 MediTaTion ol:  3 br, 1.5 bath.  Private, 
meticulously maintained, energy-wise, bright, 
creative touches. Solar in-floor heat with electric 
backup. $205,000 now $195,000

Motivated Seller

•	 San	Luis	Valley	Board	of	ReaLtoRS®,	Inc.						
•	 ReaLtoRS®	of	Central	Colorado,	Inc.
•	 Denver	Metrolist,	Inc.

MLS MeMberShipS:

Vivia Lawson
REALToR® 
(719) 480-9384 - cell

The Jewel of the Baca!

SOLD!

Wishing you all the blessings of the 
season and new year. . . looking forward to 
serving Crestone in 2014 and beyond.

Prepare now for the 2014 real estate market.
 BuyerS:  Opportunities abound throughout the 
Crestone/Baca community in beautiful homes and invest-
ment properties. Hire me as your Buyer’s Agent to be on 
your side throughout the purchase process.   
 SellerS:  Call today for a listing appointment. As 
your listing agent, I will give you personal service, national 
marketing exposure through the MLS, and a strong voice 
in negotiations.  
 Whether you are selling or buying, your investment 
in Crestone helps to build a future for us all.
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aged the volunteers that were 
paired with experienced archae-
ologists. Several Colorado Archaeo-
logical Society (CAS) members also 
volunteered through PCRG. PCRG 
is a unique, member-supported non-
profit organization dedicated to re-
search and public education in the 
archaeology of the southern Rocky 
Mountains and Great Plains and 
has partnered with the Forest Ser-
vice and BLM on several successful 
volunteer projects in the San Luis 
Valley: www.paleocultural.org.

The goals of the 2012 field-
work were to better define the site’s 
extent, to gather data needed to 
assess its integrity, and to confirm 
its contemporaneity with the Old 
Spanish Trail. To accomplish these 
goals the research team carried out 
an intensive metal-detector survey, 
performed a total-station-controlled 
surface collection of selected datable 
artifacts, obtained dendrochrono-
logical data from culturally modified 
trees, and excavated two 1 x 1 m test 
units.

Metal detecting
The metal detecting recovered 

over 250 metal artifacts, many that 
appear to date to the Old Spanish 
Trail era including numerous styles 
of coscojos and metal projectile 
points; metal tools such as knives, 
awls, and a chisel or screwdriver; 
items of personal adornment such as 
buttons, buckles and a bracelet frag-
ment; fired and unfired lead balls; 
cone tinklers and gun parts includ-
ing parts of flint lock rifles.  Cosco-
jos are unique metal artifacts that 
would have been “jingles” or adorn-
ment on a Spanish-style bit. 

Phil Born, an ordnance ex-
pert and curator with the Museum 
of Western Colorado, conducted an 
analysis of several metal artifacts. 
One of the more interesting artifacts 
found during the survey is the lower 
jaw of a miquelet flintlock firearm. 
The earliest known example of the 
miquelet flintlock evolved in Spain 
about 1625 and spread throughout 
the Mediterranean, lasting into the 
nineteenth century.  It was also com-
monly known as the “Spanish” lock.  
Over the two hundred years that the 
miquelet lock was used, there were 
at least three variations of it during 
the seventeenth century and one in 
the eighteenth century.  However, 
these variations were not satisfacto-
ry, so the miquelet lock maintained 
its almost exact original form up 
to its demise in about 1825. Deter-
mining the date of production for 
the artifact is quite difficult at best.  
Based on the two sources consulted, 

it would seem that the date would be 
somewhere between 1625 and 1791.  
The reader should keep in mind that 
production of the miquelet lock per-
sisted for a full two hundred years 
and fire arms in New Spain (includ-
ing the San Luis Valley) were never 
plentiful at all.  As they wore out, 
they were repaired, used again and 
again until they were no longer us-
able. Analysis suggests that this 
firearm was so completely worn out 
that it could no longer be repaired or 
even provide parts for another fire-
arm.  

Another unique artifact came 
in the form of a brass butt plate 
from a military style long arm.  It 
is stamped with the date of 1808. 
Analysis suggests that the artifact 
came from what could have been a 
contract musket patterned after the 
1795 Springfield musket.

In one metal-detected transect 
a cluster of artifacts suggest a later 
occupation. These include a spent 
.45 caliber cartridge, a military 
sleeve button and a possible wagon 
wheel hub. The 1853 Gunnison Ex-
pedition is known to have followed 
this section of the Old Spanish Trail 
in search of an east/west route for 
the Pacific Railroad. Expedition 
journals indicate that the group 
used wagons, camped and dug for 

water in a dry creek bed.  Post-Old 
Spanish Trail diary accounts follow-
ing the same routes such as those 
from the Gunnison Expedition have 
been invaluable tools in Old Span-
ish Trail inventory as there are few 
written accounts from the Old Span-
ish Trail era itself. Possible trail 
traces, including drainage crossings, 
were also identified within the Bun-
ker Site along with a small possible 
lean-to shelter associated with a 
metal projectile point.

Dendrochronology
During earlier visits it was 

noted that the site context had a 
“manicured” feel to it with wide 
openings between large piñon pine 
trees. At closer inspection, research-
ers realized hundreds of limbs had 
been removed with axes from the old 
piñon perhaps for shelter, corrals or 
to clear limbs in order to tie stock to 

the trees or to possibly create space 
for corral-like areas to gather live-
stock. Individual trees exhibited the 
removal of up to 18 limbs per tree, 
most of these cut when they were 
green. Many have a great deal of 
lichen on the limb ends, suggesting 
removal took place some time ago. 
De-limbed trees were present over 
7 acres of the site, 54% of the total 
site area. Blazes, grooves cut with 
an axe, are also found across the site 
and were dated by taking core sam-
ples.

Dendrochronological sampling 
was conducted on over 20 of the 
de-limbed or modified piñon trees 
as an attempt to date de-limbing 
events and other modifications and 
age the trees. Tree cores were tak-
en to obtain a pith date (the tree’s 
birth date) and a set of tree rings 
with which the limb rings could be 
cross-dated. Most of the pith dates 
date to the early 1600s. The limb 
samples were sent to the lab of Pe-
ter Brown of Rocky Mountain Tree 
Ring Research. While many of the 
limb rings were too tight to read, 
some limbs did reveal preliminary 
data suggesting at least three oc-
cupation events. One set dates to 
the late 1700s that could point to 
early Spanish use of the trail. It is 
known that De Anza came through 
the San Luis Valley in 1779 en route 
to Poncha Pass with Spanish sol-
diers, Utes and Jicarilla Apache to 
engage the Comanche in battle. It is 
not implausible that they camped at 
this popular campsite. De-limbing 
events point to another possible oc-
cupation period in the 1820s and 
1830s which is well within the Old 
Spanish era of significance. A third 
set in the 1850s and 1860s, one date 
from 1853, further strengthens the 
theory that the 1853 Gunnison Ex-

pedition camped here on their way 
from Ft. Massachusetts. The meth-
odology for this research will be re-
fined in order to select limbs that 
will have higher ring readability 
and a more statistically valid sam-
ple. One thing is certain, early fuels 
reduction by campers on these trees 
likely protected the site and the tree 
ring data from a stand-replacing fire 
that appears to have occurred on the 
site perimeter.

Locating segments of the Old 
Spanish Trail is a difficult task 
given the fact it was largely a stock 
trail utilizing a corridor, as opposed 
to a rutted wagon track. This makes 
the research of potential parajes, 
or camps, imperative to the under-
standing of the trail as a whole and 
a means to connect the dots. What 
is important about the Bunker site 
artifact assemblage is not only what 
is there, but also what is not there; 
such as later historic glass and cans. 
The fieldwork data, samples and 
artifacts are still in the process of 
being analyzed to provide further 
understanding of this remarkable 
site.  The results will be used to as-
sist the Forest Service and National 
Park Service in determining how to 
manage and interpret this portion of 
the OSNHT.  

From a public archaeology 
stand point, the project provided 
a rich experience in the standard 
methods in test excavation, metal 
detecting and implementing unique 
methods aimed at retrieving data 
from the culturally modified trees. 
The interaction between a unique 
brain trust of professional archaeol-
ogists and volunteers will certainly 
further the understanding of this 
ephemeral linear resource and its 
associated sites from New Mexico to 
California.

continued from page B-1

Old Spanish Trail

Lower jaw of a miquelet flintlock firearm 
(ca 1625-1791). 
 photo by RMC Consultants, Inc.

Bunker Site Volunteers a.k.a, the Tootsie Pop Crew.  photo by Angie Krall

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854
phone: (303) 415-1618

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com
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Commercial Properties

121 E. Galena - NOW  $425,000
Premiere, newly renovated dntwn 
commercial bldg, incl. upstairs apt. 
and 3 rentals 1st floor, one with 
modern commercial kitchen. Great 
opportunity!     

46 Camino Baca Grande - $257,000
Fully Leased Professional center. 
2 story structure is ~2600 sf. and 
conveniently located near the en-
trance to the Baca on a nicely treed 
1.05 acre lot- plenty of parking.

 

Lots 11 & 12 Blk 43. - $85,000
Rare opportunity to purchase 2 
downtown commercial lots. 2 each 
50x142. Utilities available. Prime 
location for development.     

Historic Hotel

Willow Springs (Moffat)  
NOW $299,000
Historic building 9Bd/3BA 3600sf; 
detached studio, artesian well. Great 
business potential    

 Baca Grande Properties 

637 Panorama Way - $699,000
Magnificent ~3000sf 3bd/3ba 1-1/2 
story custom home with exquisite 
detailing & beautiful woodwork. 750sf 
det. garage w/studio apt. above. Stone 
fireplace, net meter solar, Viking appliances.

3926 Cordial Way - $599,000 
Secluded 4100+sf home 4bd/3.5ba 
550sf guest house plus 2 car 
garage on 23.749 acres on 
Cottonwood Creek. Lovely views 
and privacy!    

 

 2795 CR Brook Terrace - $499,500
The castle tucked away on a private 
cul-de-sac on 2.765 wooded acres. 3 
level stone & stucco with views to the 
sky. Artistic with quality & attention to 
detail.  

Residential + Restaurant + Office

WAS 495,000

Downtown 
Commercial 

Lots 
WAS 349,000 Custom Quality Home 23+ acres on the creek

WAS $649,000

Enchanted Castle

SOLD!

1342CRR Badger Rd - $295,000
2bd/1.75ba/office/screen porch/ 
864sf 2-car garage. SW-style home 
on 13.5 acres. Backs to creek/trees, 
2 stalls/paddocks/pastures. 
Expansive views.   

Townhouse 6 - $199,000 
Renovated & furnished 3bd/3ba 
1622sf single-level townhouse w. 
granite tile counters, pantry, arch & 
walled courtyard.

 

3485 E. Graceful Ct - NOW-$154,000
Open floor plan - 2bd/1.75 ba w/lrg 
eastern deck  Oversized kitchen, ETS 
heater, wood stove. Spacious master 
bdrm/ba w/long soak tub. Views.  

 Under Contract

 3766C Carefree Way - $148,000
Immaculate, cozy home, 950sf
2bd/1ba ranch-style house built by
Terrapin mid 2013. Magnificent
mountain and valley views. Full-time
residence or a vacation getaway.  

 

98 Skyview Way - NOW - $134,000
Built in 2002, this ~953 sf log home is 
2 bedroom/1 bath down with large 
~200sf loft up. Located close-in to 
town and accessible by paved roads.    

New Listing 

3732C Cordial Way - $169,000
Private & unique hexagonal 2 bd, 1.75 
ba home on 1.36 treed acres. 
Separate 384sf. building incl.  heated 
& finished office & workshop/storage 
area. Great views, wrap around deck.    

Retreat Property   

RETREAT CENTER  NOW - $479,000
Residential Retreat Complex + 
strawbale home, sep. office building 
& 2 building lots. Labyrinth, 
gardens, yurt, grow dome. Beautiful!  

Was $349,000

 Horse Property

WAS $159,00 Great retreat home! Log Home - WAS $139,000 Separate Office/Workshop WAS $669,000

Baca Grande Properties 

923 Blue Spruce OL - $439,000
Handcrafted home w/ spectacular 
views. ~2350sf on 1.93 acres. 
2bd/2ba, spacious artist studio& 
meditation room. Surround windows & 
south facing 2nd floor deck 

  

786C Panorama Way - $427,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies ~2400sf 
home with fabulous gardens sits on 
2.14 acres w 2-car garage/studio.   

1234C Brookview  NOW - $419,000
Lee Mitchell custom home. 2400sf 
3BD/2.5BA/Office/attached 2 car 
garage, balconies. Magnificent 
Views.

1266C Forest Grove OL - $375,000
Extraordinary ~2238sf on .97 acres, 
2bd/2ba home with 408sf sunroom, 
624sf l bd apt over 624 sf detached 
garage.  Custom built.  Magnificent 
views at top of Chalet l.  

483C Point of Rock OL - $333,000
Teahen Construction, Beautiful 
3bd/2ba 2-story home on 1.946 
acres Attached 2 car garage, 
detached studio. High energy 
efficiency & quality throughout.     

  

4262C Serene Way - $299,900 
Immaculate 2500SF 3- level home 
on .98 acres 5bd/2.75ba. Custom 
finishes, fire resistant, energy 
efficient, magnificent views.  

  

909C Brookview Way - $299,000
Home on 1.12 acres w/ spectacular 
views at top of Baca iWaiting for the 
right person to complete the vision. 
2324 sf & & designed with 3bd/2ba. 
Separate 576 sf guest house w/kitch.   

Rustic Elegance Was $459,000

Was $499,000

Was $429,000

Custom Southwest Style

Was $349,000 

Was $349,000

MILLION $ VIEWS!

3919 Cordial Way - $299,000
Two story, 3BD/2.5BA  ~2400 sf home 
has a walled courtyard & 4 intimate 
decks w/ great views. Southwest style 
home gracefully adorned with fine 
details and finishes.  

733C N. Rendezvous OL - $295,000
This 1972sf 2bd/1.75ba/large 
studio/office Southwestern style 
strawbale home is located on 1.14 
acres at end of secluded cul-de-sac. 
Adjacent lots avail.  

 

1202 Hilltop Way - $295,000
Lee Mitchell custom-built, 3bd/2ba 
home on 5-Chalet 1 lots. Fine 
finishes, radiant floor heat & framed 
views.   

22 Alpine Way - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 
2232sf home close to town.  
Screened porch & wrap deck.  Gra-
cious Living with exceptional views!

358 Birch Road - $289,000
Off grid home with 3bd/1.75ba, office, 
2nd living room, modern efficient 
kitchen & elegant bathrooms-an 
inspired renovation.  Natural light, 
expansive & unobstructed views.  

 

1255C Eagle OL - $267,000
Beautiful 2075sf 2-story home with 
2bd/2ba/office/sun room, Chalet I on 
1.766 acres, private cul-de-sac. 
Dramatic view windows,vaulted 
ceilings, master suite w/soak tub.  

 149 Moonlight Way NOW $250,000
Beautiful 3bd/2ba 2118sf home w/ 2 
living areas - extensively updated & 
immaculate condition. Cathedral 
ceilings & a wall of glass w/ great 
views. Adjoins greenbelt & creek.  

A lovely sanctuary

Bonus Cabin/Studio

5 Lots!
Rustic meets Modern-

15.31 acres 

Very Private - Was $297,000

REDUCED! Was $275,000

1647C Willow Creek Way - $249,000   
Brand New Terrapin Construction. 
1780sf 3bd/2ba home on 1.98 
acres with 2 decks + flagstone 
patio/walkways. Backs to Greenbelt. 
Views.    

1738C Willow Creek - Way $239,000
New Paul Koppana strawbale 
eco-friendly home high in Chalet 1.  
3bd/2ba, 1532sf on .91acres. Strong 
passive solar. Solar radiant floor heat & 
domestic hot water. Energy efficient.  

4511C Ridgecrest Way - $239,000
Straw bale home 1.59 acres Backs 
to greenbelt and national park. 2 
adjacent building lots available. Built 
by Paul Koppana.  

 

764 Indian Hill OL - $229,000
This sunny 3 bedroom 2 bath ~1800+ 
sq. ft. home. 2 living areas- with 
magnificent views from interior & 
deck. Detached 576 sq.ft garage & 
studio. Open plan & energy efficient. 

4114C Cordial Way - $217,000
2171sf 3bd/2ba w/loft and extra room 
up on 1.021 acres of wooded lot.  
Decks and 2 car garage. Rastra walls. 
Spacious open floor plan. Adjacent lot 
available.  

2664C Happy Hollow - $215,000
This spacious 2356sf home On 1.041 
acres with 4bd/2ba, 2 separate dining 
areas + gardens, carport & workshop! 
Large windows-sunshine & awesome 
views. Passive solar & woodstove. 

1447 Chaparral Way - $212,000
This 1440sf 2bd/2ba home-complete 
remodel with bamboo flooring, 
Jenn-Air stainless appliances, maple 
cabinets, granite countertops, 
travertine bathrooms, ma ba soak tub.  

New Construction
Reduced! Was $269,000

New Construction

WAS $260,000

Magnificent Views! Spacious & Gracious 

Includes Lot 1446

 

3356C Camino Del Rey - $210,000
2 story, 1981sf,  2bd/1.75ba home w/
passive solar sunroom - great views 
on .864 acres .  Master suite w/
clawfoot tub, pine floors, pellet stove. 
Propane heat, great appliances.   

1468C Horseshoe Trail - $209,500
Spectacular 360 degree views, 
immaculate, almost new 3 bd/2ba. 
Large windows, granite counter tops, 
hickory custom cabinets in kitchen 
and bathrooms. 2 stone patios    

  

 1885 Sentinel Point OL - $209,000
Like-new Swedish cope log home on 
1.425 acres. 3bd/2ba & is beautifully 
crafted w/ hardwood floors. Views and 
natural lighting complete this 
immaculate home. Great price!  

451C Chaparral - $209,000
1543-sf 2BD/1BA w/ sunroom, 
great room, patios, Roof top balcony 
with exquisite tree-top views. 4 lots 
On 1.921 acres.  

1540C Willow Creek Way - $199,000
This classic farmhouse has 3bd/ 
2.5ba, large deck w/hot tub, 2 
screen porches, hardwood floors, 
large studio w/bath & kitchenette.
Great Deal! 

1740C Willow Creek Way - $185,000
This 1 1/2 story home located on 1.32 
acres has 3bd/2ba with a downstairs 
studio. In addition it has a glassed-in 
sunroom with magnificent views. 
Wood floors downstairs. 

 

 40 N Crestone OL NOW $169,500
Built in 1971, renovated in 2010-2012. 
1.5 story, 1624sf home with 2bd/1.5 
ba/sunroom/study/office/utility. 
Located on private cul-de-sac close to 
town, backs to greenbelt.    

Was $239,000

 Detached Studio

WAS $315,000 Gorgeous Views! Close to Town

Was $174,000

 

2747CR Easy Way - $169,000
A unique 2 story, 1768sf , 3bd/2ba 
home in Chalet 2, 1.86 acres. Brick 
floors, rock walls, wood ceilings. 
Passive solar w/ ETS heater, propane 
heater & woodstove. Detached shed.  

 

 936 Spanish Creek Trail $159,000
1449 sf 1or 2 bd/1ba house on 1.57 
acres backs to greenbelt and Spanish 
Creek. Unique design w/ open floor 
plan and rasta exterior walls. Passive 
solar.  

 

Great retreat home!

Jump in on an active market!
Contact Darlene Today:

719.256.4198   •  Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com

December 2013 
Listings

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

 719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
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by Lisa Bodey,
BGFD Public Education Officer
Fire innately satisfies the 

senses and our primal urge to play 
with the elements.  The smell of 
pinion and juniper burning, the 
sound of crackling and popping, the 
visual trance induced by flames, 
the grounding feel of wood . . . but 
I think I will continue to keep the 
taste end of the senses satisfied by 
chocolate!  

Many of us choose to use wood 
stoves and fireplaces as our prima-
ry heat sources, so let’s take a look 
at wood as a fuel source.  Firewood 
is classified into two different cat-
egories:  softwoods and hardwoods.  
The term softwood describes ever-
green, or conifer trees, which keep 
their leaves year round (pinion, ju-
niper, ponderosa).  The term hard-

wood applies to leaf-shedding or 
deciduous trees, which means they 
loose their leaves in the fall (aspen, 
cottonwood).  

In general, softwoods are 
much easier to ignite, are readily 
available in our geographic area, 
put off a more aromatic smell and 
may be the best choice for having 
the ambiance of a fire while gen-
erating heat for your home.  How-
ever, there are exceptions depend-
ing on the variety of the softwood 
and the BTU rating.  A British 
Thermal Unit (BTU) is the amount 
of heat energy needed to raise the 
temperature of one pound of water 
by one degree F. This is the stand-
ard measurement used to state the 
amount of energy that a fuel has 
as well as the amount of output 
of any heat-generating device. So, 

the higher the BTU number for the 
variety of firewood, the higher the 
heat produced.

Hardwoods are harder to ig-
nite, don’t put off as much aromatic 
scent, but generally give off more 
BTUs, thus our desire for that nice 
piece of oak before heading to bed.  
However, they are not as readily 
available in Colorado and the price 
is higher if you are buying firewood.   

Firewood in our region usu-
ally consists of pinion, juniper, cot-
tonwood, aspen and occasionally a 
ponderosa pine.  Permits for cutting 
can be obtained from the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) field of-
fice in Saguache for $10/cord.   

If you are considering pur-
chasing firewood, be cautious when 
hearing the terms face cord, fire-
wood sold by weight, and pickup 
beds being used to describe meas-
urements for firewood that is for 
sale.  These terms make it difficult 
to know exactly what volume of 
wood you are actually getting.  Al-
ways ask what the cubic feet are 
for those terms and that will help 
you compare accurate volumes and 
prices.  The standard measurement 
of a true cord of wood is 4’x4’x8’ or 
128 cubic feet.  This should be the 
amount once your firewood is cut, 
split and stacked.

Firewood with low moisture 
content produces more BTUs than 
green firewood, so you should ask 
if the wood you intend to purchase 
is seasoned or not. Green or unsea-
soned firewood is freshly cut and/
or split, has a higher moisture con-
tent and releases less heat when 
burned.  Seasoning of softwoods 

generally takes 6-12 months and 
hardwoods may require 1-2 years 
to season properly, but your wood 
will burn hotter, longer & cleaner.  
Splitting allows air to come through 
the cells of the wood, not the bark, 
so it is best to cut your firewood to 
length for seasoning.  Because our 
climate is so dry, it is not necessary 
to cover the wood unless we receive 
heavy amounts of rain or snowfall.

BTUs per cord for Rocky 
Mountain firewood*:

Aspen – 14.7
Cottonwood – 16.8
Rocky Mountain Juniper- 

21.6
Ponderosa Pine- 21.7
Spruce – 21.7
Lodgepole Pine- 22.3
Western Juniper – 26.4
Douglas Fir – 26.5
Pinion Pine – 27.1
While you are enjoying your 

cozy fires this winter, don’t forget to 
check and replace the batteries in 
your smoke and carbon monoxide 
detectors, and then test the alarms. 

*Firewoodresource.com

Call Darlene Yarbrough–The #1 Real Estate Broker in Crestone for Integrity • Experience • Success - 719.256.4198
www.YarbroughRealEstate.com   email: Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com

 SOLD Curt’s Ole Country Store $575,000 *

 SOLD 780C Palomino OL $520,000

 SOLD 1230C N Indian Bend $399,000 *

 SOLD 340C Palomino Way $395,000 *

 SOLD  1342CRR Badger Rd $295,000 *

 SOLD 3615C Splendid Terrace $239,000 *

 SOLD 62 E. Horse Tooth Trail $235,000 *

 SOLD 233CR Sweetgrass OL $219,000 *

 SOLD 2676C Happy Hollow Way $215,000

 SOLD Townhouse 6 $199,000 *

 SOLD 3713 Enchanted Way $195,000

 SOLD 3435C W Graceful Ct $184,999

 SOLD 3486C Graceful Way $179,900 *

 SOLD 3862 Cordial Way $169,000

 SOLD 1380 Chaparral Way $149,000

 SOLD 3735C Jubilant Way $149,000 *

 SOLD 294C Palomino Way $159,000 *

 SOLD 1381 Saddlerock Trail $159,000 *

 SOLD Townhouse 9  $159,000 *

 SOLD 3485 E. Graceful Ct $154,000 *

 SOLD 356 N.Chaparral Way  $149,000

 SOLD 2721 Happy Hollow Way $149,000

 SOLD 826C Ridgeview Way $140,000

 SOLD 4407 Twin View Terrace $129,000 *

 SOLD 151 Moonlight Way $119,000 *

 SOLD 600 Heatherbrae $99,000

 SOLD 364 E. Birch Trail $89,000 *

UNDER CONTRACT 3766 Carefree Way  $148,000*

UNDER CONTRACT 98 Skyview Way 134,000* 

* Denotes Listed and Sold

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

 719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker

 See what the top real estate firm can do for your next real estate purchase or sale.

2013 Home Sales

S m o k e  C o l u m nCommunity information from 
the Baca Grande Volunteer Fire Department

Terrapin Enterprise, Inc.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com
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Completely off grid on 40 acres. Home. 
Gas stove, gas refrigerator, dishwash-
er, microwave, pecan custom cabinets, 
breakfast nook, and lovely formal dining 
room. Spacious living room with wood 
stove, 2 bedroom, 2 bath.  Call Shirley 
on 678163R.  

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated. 

 Terry Smith  
Broker / Owner               

Shirley Motz          
Broker                                                           

Well constructed beautiful home with 
additional 437sq. ft. Studio apt. with 
full bath, kitchen, and deck, and 475 
sq. ft. light filled Artist Studio. Call 
Shirley on 680249R 

Large home 6 bedrooms, 3 baths. 
Open and spacious, would make great 
retreat for a group. Several areas 
could be used for meetings, etc. New 
hardwood floors in most of the home. 
Creek and very private setting. Call 
Shirley on 680925R 

 Walking distance to Dharma Ocean 
Institute-High up on the mountain with 
amazing panoramic views of moun-
tains from upstairs deck. Beautifully 
treed lot with screened porch to enjoy 
the wildlife, and a greenhouse for the 
gardener.  Call Shirley on 678174R 

Charming, quaint cabin close in to 
Town of Crestone, all appliances 
including washer, dryer. Nice vaulted 
ceilings in living room, with woodstove, 
and open floor plan. 2 bedroom, 1 bath. 
Call Shirley on 676877R 

5 acres with north Crestone creek 
running through it just north of the 
town. With a 960 sq. ft home secluded 
near the creek.  About 200 feet of 
creek with property on both sides of 
the creek.  Call Terry on 681507R 

Available 7 days 
a week to serve 
you!  
719-256-4444 
34 Camino Baca 
Grande  
Crestone, CO 

Lovely contemporary home on 8 acres. 
Creek runs thru the backyard, green-
house, studio apt., open floor plan, 
exceptional price for this beautiful 
property. Call Shirley on 673795R 

Great 5.25 acres for your horses or 
dogs. Backs to willow Creek greenbelt 
for trail riding. Thoughtfully built straw-
bale, 3 BR, 2 BA home with lots of 
adobe finishes. Comfortable living 
space along Willow Creek greenbelt. 
Call Shirley on 600356R 

One level ranch, close in to new Charter 
School, on paved road. Home has been 
newly remodeled with fresh paint, 
hardwood floors, new ceiling fans, and 
both bathrooms have been updated with 
new fixtures. Call Shirley on 680230R 

Lovely contemporary styled 2 story 
with expansive views from the upstairs 
porch. Priced well below the last 
appraisal, seller is out of country and 
says "sell!" Downstairs is Call Shirley 
on 674420Rset up as a separate 
residence.  

5 bedroom 3.75 bath home with 
additional room off Master suite. Nice 
open living room with cozy fireplace. 
Kitchen has great pantry, and plenty of  
cabinet space. Attached 2 car garage 
with storage and extra bathroom. Call 
Shirley on  676577R 

PRICE REDUCTION: Established 
B&B Retreat Business. Property 
features Main house w/ 2 queen 
bedrooms, and exquisite Master Suite 
w/ separate entrance. Cottage in-
cludes kitchenette. Call Shirley on 
666804R. 

$495,000 

Dara Blumenheim 
Broker  

 
 

The kitchen features, concrete coun-
ters, with all appliances, and separate 
dining, and living room area. 2 spa-
cious bedrooms, and bathrooms with 
custom vanities. and jetted shower in 
the master bath. Call Shirley on 

 This home features Jenn-Air stove, all 
stainless appliances including side-by-
side refrigerator, microwave, and built-
in wine cooler. Large master suite and 
3 additional bedrooms. Three lovely 
fireplaces, and a 3 car garage.  Call 
Shirley on 682021.  

Superbly constructed monolithic dome 
with R-60 energy efficiency.. Spacious 
5 bedroom, 2 bath home with comfort-
able and spacious living area. De-
tached, insulated and heated garage/
workshop/studio. Call Shirley on 
678507R 

We will be relocating to downtown Crestone to better serve our clients.  

$385,000 $249,000 $289,000 $259,500 

$239,900 

$299,500 

$239,000 $239,000 $199,000 

438 Birch-3.26 acres in The Grants surrounded by Land Trust Open Space, well already drilled! HUR-
RY $15,000. 
 
2146C Indian Well Way-HUGE price reduction, tap fee of $7,500 PAID! Lot is one acre with water 
and sewer avail. Priced at only $8,000 
 
2856 Carefree Way-This is where the elk herd likes to hang out-Tap fee of $7,500 PAID! Utilities 
avail. $3,000 
 
 
3819 Virtue Way-Amazingly  beautiful spot near Cottonwood Creek, secluded with lots of mature 
trees, Tap fees PAID-$12,500 
 
3266 Carefree Way-Utilities in front of lot, expansive views, near paved road-$2,000 
 
534 Thornwood Trail– Creek runs thru it. 2.65 acres. $12,500 
 
1447 Malachite Trail-1.46 acres, horses allowed, perfect spot to build a greenhouse-$4,000 

2623 Carefree Place tap fee of $7,500 PAID, utilities avail. $4,350 
 
1270C Bear Grass Way-High on the mountain, amazing spot! Almost entire side of the road. Views for 
miles 1.92 acres consolidated lots-PRICE REDUCED-$48,000 
 
Beautiful 10.4 acres zoned Institutional High Density $149,000. Water is Paid - sewer is available. 3 
phase electric available to site. Road access. Borders Willow Creek & Greenbelt. 
 
308 acres-close to Hooper Pool, paved road frontage on both sides, can be split into 40 acre tracts! 
$123,200 seller will finance and look at offers! 
 
Commercial lot in the town of Crestone, great location - $30,000 
 
344C Palomino Way-5 consolidated lots high up in Chalet One, beautiful building site, the tap fee is 
paid, and water and sewer are available-$48,000 
  
3887C Caprice Way-Absolutely gorgeous Cottonwood Creek lots, borders creek and greenbelt, close to 
Stupa-1.42 acres $65,000 

High up on mountain strawbale home 
with efficient in floor radiant heat, and 
solar hot water 2 bedrooms 2 baths 
makes it the perfect retreat size 
home. Lots of light, and great views 
from the upper decks. Call Shirley on 
684075R 

$334,500 

Creek meanders thru this 2.72 acre 
lot. New builders home has lots of 
upgrades. Including fireplace in 
Master Suite.,3 bedrooms/ 2 baths, 
open floor plan. Kitchen features gas, 
range, dishwasher, disposal. Call 
Shirley on  685498 

Beautiful 3 bed room 2 bath home, 
designed by architect  
Ross Chapin. Bright sky lights, large 
windows, high ceilings  
and big closets. Walking distance the 
Charter School!  
Call Dara on 683599R 

Walking distance to town and the 
Charter school. Great 3 bedroom 2 Bath 
house designed by Ross Chapin. 
Spacious rooms, large closets, high 
ceilings, sky lights, and beautiful balco-
ny views of the Sangre De Christo 
Mountains.  Call Dara on 684188R 

Newly remodeled down town duplex, 
great for residential or commercial 
use. 
Close to Charter School, 5 bedroom 2 
bath. Spacious living rooms and 
kitchens. Call Dara 

$165,000 

$179,900 $195,000 

$145,000 

$239,000 $218,000 

$179,000 

$179,000 

$229,500 

This home has 40 acres with Artesian 
Well. The barn has several stalls and 
storage. The lovely home has 3 spa-
cious bedrooms and 3 baths. The 
Master Suite has a huge walk-in closet, 
and a  newer bathroom addition. Call 
Shirley on 684796R  

Complete remodel on this home in 
2011, new windows, roof, exterior 
siding, and interior remodel. Very retro 
modern design, features 4 bedrooms 
and 2 baths on nicely treed lot in The 
Baca Grande. Call Shirley on 
685247R 

$188,500 $198,000 

The perfect retreat home, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, with a larger Master in the 
upstairs loft. Living room has wood 
burning stove. Kitchen features built in 
range, oven refrigerator, and dish-
washer. Nice back deck, and a front 
porch. Call Shirley on 685060R 

This 2 story stucco home has 3 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths. Open kitchen with 
pantry area, appliances include gas 
range, refrigerator, microwave, & 
washer, dryer. Master bedroom 
features walk-in closet, master bath. 
Call Shirley on 670054R 

$39,500 

This property has great state Hwy frontage. The popular 
Villa Grove Trading Post is next door, with weekly enter-
tainment, and restaurant. This would be a great location for 
retail/ gift shop/ gallery. With a little renovation, this could 
be a great property. Call Shirley on 685073R 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING Great Buys on Vacant Land! 

$189,000 

New roof, new carpet, new paint on this 
bank owned manufactured home on 1 
acre of land in Lazy KV subdivision. 
Spacious living Room, and open kitch-
en, adjoins the separate dining area. 
Large Master bedroom. Call Shirley on 
685243R 

$62,900 

Nice open floor plan, with spacious 
kitchen, separate dining room, and 
wood burning stove. Property sold as-
is, without repairs, warranties or 
representations. Property will be 
conveyed via Quit Claim Deed Call 
Shirley on 686116R 

$79,500 

$199,000 

$58,900 

Great price for Casita Park-walking 
distance to the Library, tennis courts, 
golf and restaurant. Nice stucco finish.  
Property sold as is, without repairs, 
warranties, or representations. Property 
will be conveyed VIA Quit Claim Deed. 
Call Shirley on 686274R 

$120,000 

Nice home on 1.468 acres on cul-de-
sac. Home is set up as 2 units, with 1 
bed/1 bath on each floor, and separate 
kitchen and laundry facilities. Large 
pantry, storage room, sunroom, and 
nicely landscaped with fenced gar-
dens. Call ***1-888-229-2208*** for 
showing instructions. Call Shirley on  
686849R $27,000 

Great rural property for horses, 
greenhouse, etc. Mobile home needs 
TLC but backs to farmland and great 
views of the Sangre De Cristo mtn. 
range. Great project for someone, or 
rental potential. Commute to Mon-
arch Ski area. Property to be sold as 
is, without repairs, warranties, or 
representations, or representations. 
Property will be conveyed VIA Quit 
Claim Deed. Call Shirley on 686277R 

$29,500 

Great buy for the horse person or 
someone who wants a greenhouse. 
Detached garage could be barn or 
greenhouse. Easy drive to monarch 
Ski area. Home needs TLC,  large 
living room separate dining and 
large kitchen. Home is sold as-is, 
without repairs, warranties, or 
representations. Property will be 
conveyed by a Quit Claim Deed. 
Call Shirley on 686739R 

Beautiful and bright 2,115 sq home 
featuring 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths 
upstairs and 2 bedrooms, 1 bath 
down stairs. Wood stove, radiant 
heat, lots of storage, beautiful track 
lighting, light fixtures and tile work. 
Call Dara 

$205,000 

From all of us at Century 
21 Valley Realty!!   
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by Ed Lyell
The continued expansion of 

austerity measures in Europe, and 
now the USA, parallel what hap-
pened in Germany after WWI. 

The wealthy of the early 
1920s were wallowing in massive 
new money as the new Federal Re-
serve (created in 1913) was print-
ing money for the already wealthy 
Wall Street investment banks. The 
working class was drawn into pur-
chasing stocks with only 10% down 
while banks loaned the 90%. This 
fueled the wild expansion of the 
stock market giving us the “Roar-
ing 20s” until the bubble burst and 
we had the Great Depression. 

In Europe their wealthy and 
powerful were also partying yet 
penalizing the average German 
for WWI. Although it was the Ger-
man upper class that created WWI 
for their own greed, the majority 
of Germans were left with punish-
ing debt. The average German was 
unemployed or underemployed. 
The European wealthy would not 
grow a real economy with real jobs 
for the majority, but wanted higher 
working class taxes to restore the 
money lost by the wealthy in that 
war. A Demagogue, Hitler, rose to 
fame and power by stirring up the 
angry, unemployed majority. The 

frustrated unemployed become his 
new army invading other countries.   

There is a parallel today in 
the conditions caused by today’s 
highest-ever levels of income and 
wealth disparity. First the Feder-
al Reserve prints new money and 
maintains low interest rates, per-
mitting over-investing in Dot.Com 
stocks, causing a market crash in 
2000. Then the same easy money 
low interest rates were used to give 
the middle class majority home 
loans based on fraudulent financial 
practices and layers of mortgages 
placed on homes in America and 
Europe. A $200,000 home mort-
gage ended up having millions in 
derivative debt loaded upon it. The 
Fed’s easy money created a bubble 
that burst causing trillions of dol-
lars to be erased, since they repre-
sented no real assets. 

Instead of the Wall Street 
banks accepting their losses, since 
they caused them, they used their 
political power to get the middle 
class to bail out the financial in-
dustry by printing more money 
and taking on more national debt. 
Thus, years later, we continue to 
have very slow economic growth 
in Europe and America. Unem-
ployment and underemployment 
is over 20% in America and over 

50% in Greece and other southern 
European nations. The US and Eu-
ropean wealthy keep cutting wages 
while raising taxes only on the mid-
dle class, not taxing the wealthy, or 
even collecting the taxes owed by 
them.

The first armed revolutions 
have already started in the Middle 
East where most youth had no jobs 
and no hope while watching their 
leaders get all of the money. These 
revolutions were not about reli-
gion, but income and wealth dis-
parity. Now Greece is being pushed 
into further unemployment, loss of 
government support and benefits 
while their wealthy pay less than 
one half the taxes they owe. Ger-
many forces austerity on southern 
Europe while making increased 
profit from the high interest bonds 
used to bail out Greece and others. 

Now the US Congress is push-
ing austerity and destroying jobs 
for our middle class. The Federal 
Reserve is loaning money to the 
big banks at less than 1% interest 
while keeping inflation under 1%, 
making the debtor pay the lender 
in precious money. The Fed is ex-
panding debt by printing 85 bil-
lion new dollars a month yet only 
loaning it to the already wealthy. 
Wall Street banks, investors, and 
big corporations then purchase 
their own stock which drives stock 
indexes to record high levels. Yet 
there is no job creation, no real as-
set creation, no GDP growth, just 
another growing bubble. 

In the late 1990’s federal 
government spending was going 
down and we were paying off the 
national debt until President Bush 
cut taxes on the wealthy while dou-
bling defense and homeland securi-
ty spending in 2001. Congress and 
President Obama have continued 
this high level of spending while 
lowering tax revenue. Now this 
Congress wants to further cut gov-
ernment spending, including food 
for children. While the wealthy get 

even richer, the poor suffer more 
and more. Congress wants to fur-
ther cut higher education spend-
ing, research and development, 
and infrastructure spending. These 
activities create real physical and 
human capital assets. As real as-
sets are being cut, Wall Street 
keeps creating new paper products 
on the borrowed money. Our prob-
lem is not the level of government 
spending but the mis-allocation, 
away from real investment assets 
into financial paper gambling. 

The rising tide of frustra-
tion and pain among the major-
ity of Americans will soon explode 
when they better understand the 
causes, and we too will have rioting 
in the streets. Perhaps this is why 
Bloomberg and other billionaires 
want to take guns away from the 
majority.  What started among the 
Middle East oppressed is spreading 
into southern Europe and will soon 
be in America. 

 Ed Lyell, PhD, Professor of 
Business and Economics, Adams 
State University, edlyell@amigo.net

In Search of Economic Reality

Has WWIII already begun?

TM

SLVREC’s newsletter, the 
Newsboy is a long-stand-
ing and successful method 
of communicating with 
SLVREC members. About 
5 years ago, the design of 
the Newsboy was updated 
to bring a fresh look to this 
communication. Once again, 
a new updated design of the 
newsletter is being evalu-
ated. If you have thoughts on 
how to improve the Newsboy, 
please communicate with 
SLVREC staff. Be assured 
that the Newsboy’s tradition 
will continue. In addition 
to considering a redesign of 

the Newsboy, several differ-
ent new or improved ways of 
communicating with you are 
being studied.

Before the end of Novem-
ber, SLVREC’s website will 
have a new look. The new 
look and design should make 
it easier to use the website 
and the information and con-
tent of the web site will be 
maintained and updated on 
a timelier basis. The web site 
is an important place to get 
information about the events 
and work of your cooperative. 

In addition to updating 
the web site, SLVREC will 
soon be on Facebook and 
Twitter. These social media 
outlets can provide informa-
tion quickly and effectively 
to SLVREC members. These 
communication channels 
would have provided great 
ways to distribute informa-
tion during the recent fire. 

In addition to expanding 
communications through 
Internet channels, we are 
actively investigating expand-
ing our radio presence. Radio 
ads are currently airing to 
present some to the regular 
messages important to our 
members such as energy 
efficiency ideas and elec-
tric safety messages. Radio 
is also a great medium to 
quickly disseminate informa-
tion during emergency situa-
tions. We are working to start 
a weekly radio program that 
will include some live shows 
to allow listener interactions.

While all the above are 
useful and effective commu-
nication mechanisms, face to 
face interactions are usually 
the most effective. To that end, 
SLVREC staff is planning to 
implement community based 
meetings in order to present 
information that should be 

Communicating With the Communities We Serve

3625 US Hwy 160 W
P.O. Box 3625

Monte Vista, CO  81144

likely useful to members and 
to be able to hear ideas and 
concerns directly from mem-
bers. Currently, the annual 
meeting is the only scheduled 
meeting with direct interac-
tion with members. These 
community based meetings 
will provide an opportunity 
to meet in a smaller group 
setting which allow closer dis-
cussion with members.

Effective communications 
are crucial to the success of 
any organization. We are 
working to provide more ave-
nues to communicate with 
members and to improve the 
effectiveness of those com-
munication channels.

Loren Howard 
CEO San Luis Valley REC

Service • Safety • Satisfaction

THE VALLEY’S HOME  
FOR THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

( 7 1 9 )  2 5 6 - 4 7 6 8
www.shangri lahstove.com

Call Nathan or David today 
to see how we can save you 
money on your heating bill!

Complete Automotive, Light Truck & 4x4 Service 
with the Latest in Diagnostic Equipment

Jeff Escheman, Owner
6778 S Hwy. 17   •   Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-5489   •   (719) 589-1749
587-9055 (Fax)
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by Suzanne McGregor
Please join us on Thursday, 

December 19 from 1 to 4pm for our 
annual Holiday Open House. We 
will have snacks and punch and 
will gladly show you around the 
library if you are new to the area 

or have not been to the library in 
a while.  We would love to share 
information about our new future 
library plans!  If you would like 
to contribute goodies to the party, 
please let us know—we will have 
a sign-up sheet at the front desk.  
Your contributions would be much 
appreciated.

There are a number of new 
holiday selections for young read-
ers in the children’s room, and they 
will be displayed on the table this 
month.  We have books on holi-
day traditions in other countries 
and of various religions, including 
information on the celebrations 
of Kwanzaa and Hanukkah, and 

activities for the Winter Solstice. 
There are holiday cookbooks and 
how-to guides for crafts and hand-
made gifts. 

In videos, who can resist It’s A 
Wonderful Life with Jimmy Stew-
art and Donna Reed, White Christ-
mas with Bing Crosby and Danny 
Kaye,  Miracle on 34th Street and 
A Christmas Carol?  Other family 
favorites include The Nutcracker, 
The Christmas Story, How the 
Grinch Stole Christmas, The Polar 
Express, Amahl and the Night Visi-
tors and The Messiah.  

Just a reminder—when you 
change your address or phone 
number, please let us know so that 

we can contact you if you have re-
quests that have come in, overdue 
items that are accruing fines, or 
other library business.  Please con-
sider sharing your email address 
with the library so that you will 
automatically receive notices right 
before your items are due—it is a 
great way to cut down on overdue 
fines.

Note:  The library will be 
closed for the holidays on Monday, 
December 23, Tuesday, December 
24 and Christmas Day, as well as 
on New Year’s Day (January 1).  

 Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.

L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

  Nestled in the woods you can

LOVER’S WAY B&B

 Room with bath
 Private entrance
 Quiet greenbelt location
 Continental breakfast 

719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.com Welcome 

Baca Townhouse No. 9
             Two . Two . Two

Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests

In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$70 each bedroom each night

Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage

Or an easy walk into Crestone    
Mark Wingard, 505.983.1343

 505.670.0126 (cell)
mswingard@gmail.com

Advanced Reservations a Must

...

• Reasonable nightly and weekly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free

719-256-5788
www.casadelsoul.net

Casa del Soul
Downtown
Crestone
Lodging

•    Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units,     
 with individual bathrooms
•    Fully furnished kitchens
•    Spacious and Private
•    Beautiful views 
•    Long-term, Group, and Off-season    
 Rates Available

crestonebaca@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonebacagrande
accommodations.com

Reserve your breathing space today!

And on earth peace, good 
will toward men.

There’s room for your 
holiday visitors at the 

local inn.

"
. '

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

Enchanted Forest Bed &Breakfast
Rest, relax & rejuvenate in this magically enchanting setting

Call Anne 719-256-5768 • www.enchantedforestcrestone.net • enchantedforestcrestone.weebly.com

  Ideally located
  Amazing mountain views
  Quiet, cozy & comfy
  Private gardens
  Ideal for retreats
  Energy Healings on-site
  Pet Friendly
  Full kitchen, WiFi & Direct TV
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by Peter Anderson
In October of 1960, I saw Ni-

kita Kruschev ride by in an open 
car waving to a hostile crowd of 
onlookers. Kruschev, the leader of 
the Russian Communist Party, was 
on his way to a Long Island estate 
where Russian diplomats from the 
UN occasionally stayed. I remem-
ber him as a portly, red-faced man, 
smiling and waving to the roadside 
spectators who held up signs and 
hurled insults his way. “Go Home, 
Pig,” yelled a man standing beside 
me. I was a curious four-year-old 
wondering why everyone seemed to 
hate this seemingly jolly Russian.

That’s the way the 1960s be-
gan for me or at least in my memo-
ry. My father, who had worked with 
the CIA in 1950, carried his Cold 
War beliefs well into the 1970s. 
Shortly after the Cuban Missile 
Crisis in May of 1962, he consid-
ered building a bomb shelter in 
our suburban back yard. I was glad 
that he opted for a swimming pool 
instead. But the threat of Com-
munism continued to haunt him. 
He believed in the Domino Theory, 
whereby Communists were out to 
subdue the world one country at a 
time. He was also convinced that 
Communist sympathizers, maybe 
even spies, had infiltrated colleges 
and universities where students 
were increasingly getting involved 
in the anti-war movement. 

My father was appalled that 
his teenage son seemed to be lean-
ing toward the the anti-war side of 
the equation. It may have been the 
music. The first record I bought was 
Paul Anka’s Greatest Hits. That 
was safe enough. But the next one 
was Peter, Paul, and Mary, a gate-
way record to other dangerous folk-
ies and lefties—Bob Dylan among 
them—who eventually plugged in 
their guitars. Then it was Katy-bar-
the-door. Pretty soon, the demonic 
communists of the counter culture 
were subverting my elementary 
school book fair. Somehow school 
sensors had failed to nix a book 
called Voices from the Love Genera-
tion, a collection of interviews with 
counter culture thinkers from San 
Francisco. I read that book at the 
tender age of thirteen. Despite my 
father’s frequent lectures, I was 
slipping away.

I mention all of this because 
of a recent gathering here in Cre-
stone, where many of my elders 
spent an evening reflecting on their 

experiences of the tumultuous, now 
mythic, 1960s. I listened with great 
interest as my neighbors offered 
first-hand accounts of civil rights 
demonstrations, early experiments 
(funded by the CIA among others) 
with LSD near Stanford Univer-
sity in California, Martin Luther 
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, 
the March on Washington, and the 
protests at the Democratic Conven-
tion in 1968. 

A gathering of people reflect-
ing on the 60s in another commu-
nity would likely have taken on a 
much different tone than the one I 
attended here in Crestone, a town 
that sometimes seems like a ref-
uge (or reservation) for alternative 
doers and thinkers. Here, the con-
versation was thoughtful, but also 
nostalgic for the passions of those 
times. It is easy to think of Cre-
stone as a cultural anomaly in this 
agricultural valley and in many 
ways it is, although the population 
of our county, and of the valley as 
whole, tends toward the blue end of 
the political spectrum. 

But I also think of Crestone of 
as part of a bigger historical contin-
uum along the flanks of the Sangre 
de Cristos, which links us more to 
northern New Mexico than Central 
Colorado. I see the preponderance 
of 60s and 70s communes like New 
Buffalo and Lama near Taos, Li-
bre near Gardner, and Drop City 
further east on the other side of 
the range as an upwelling of the 
same alternative sensibilities that 
led to flourishing art communities 
in northern New Mexico earlier 
on in the 20th century. Why have 
the Sangres attracted these alter-
native subcultures? I don’t know. 
Maybe it’s the light. 

Now another cultural wave 
may be welling up. The other day, 
I was walking my nine-year-old 
daughter home from school. We 
passed by some new neighbors 
who were casually watering a huge 
cannabis crop in their back yard, 
which I assumed was legal (maybe 
a medical weed permit) only be-
cause it was so blatant. Already, 
alternative ag, such as it is around 
here, has become a mainstay of our 
local economy. My daughter will no 
doubt have questions as she gets 
older: Have you ever smoked it, 
Papa? And again I will  be trying 
to find words for those heady days, 
now long ago, which I am still try-
ing to understand.

There are many fine books 
written about herbs for kids, and 
I could refer you to many that I 
trust.  This article is not presum-
ing to cover that whole subject 
in 400 words.  However, have 
you ever tried to get a 2-year-old 
to take a half cup of Horehound 
tea?  Or have you tried to get a 
school-aged child to take a tinc-
ture 3 times a day, or munch on a 
clove of garlic?  I was fortunate in 
two ways.  One was that during 
my pregnancy with my younger 
daughter I took Chinese herbs on 
a daily basis.  I swear the child 
was macerating for nine months!  
She could not tolerate the hideous 
pink antibiotic syrup she was giv-
en for ear infections, but she nev-
er met an herb she didn’t like.  My 
second bout of fortuitousness was 
that my daughters were 5 and 12 
when I went to herb school, and 
provided me with actual children 
to practice on as I was getting my 
feet wet (pun not intended but ac-
knowledged) as an herbalist.  

My youngest managed to 
get the flu a week before I was to 
teach a class on herbs for kids.  I 
took full advantage of the oppor-
tunity.  We found that the best 
way to get garlic into her was to 
cut the clove in half lengthwise 
and tape the cut side to the bot-
toms of her feet.  We made hore-
hound cough drops with honey 
that turned out so sticky that you 
couldn’t peel them off your teeth.  
We made syrups of all kinds, and 
teas, tinctures, glycerites, herbal 
popsicles, you name it!  

So let’s go through the list:
1. Herbal popsicles.  Make 

an herbal tea and sweeten (if 
needed) with fruit juice concen-
trate, or other natural sweetener, 
freeze in popsicle molds.  Great 
for sore throats or teething.  The 

cold and natural sugar can lower 
the immune system so use spar-
ingly.

2. Apply a poultice to the 
bottoms of the feet – this works 
best when the child is too sick to 
run around, or when sleeping.  

3. Herbal syrups.  Children 
find this a very palatable way to 
take herbs but again be cautious 
with the sugars.

4. Herbal baths.  Great 
for babies, toddlers, or anyone!  
French herbalist Maurice Mes-
ségué exclusively used herbs ex-
ternally—baths, hand and foot 
baths, and poultices—with great 
success.  In addition to being a 
great way to get herbs into the 
body, baths are so soothing that 
they provide an additional ben-
efit.  Make a giant tea bag with a 
muslin bag, or sock.  Let it steep 
in the hot water first and then 
add cold water until the bath is 
the right temperature.

5. Herbal “candy”.  Mix one 
dose of powdered herbs into a 
mixture of carob powder, nut but-
ter, natural sweetener (use your 
imagination here).  Mix together, 
roll into balls, and roll in shred-
ded unsweetened coconut.  Be 
sure to keep extras out of reach!

6. Don’t forget homeopathic 
remedies.  They can be very pow-
erful for babies and children and 
are very easy to take.

Be creative and see what 
works best for your child.  Be sure 
to check with a qualified herbalist 
for appropriate herbs and dosage.

Dorje Root is an herbalist 
and natural healer, also working 
with Plant Spirit Medicine, In-
tuitive Energy Healing and ‘The 
Journey’ cellular healing.  For an 
appointment call 719-937-7786 or 
visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
                       by Dorje Root

Six ways to get herbs into kids  

The author and her granddaughter sport herb-stained tongues.



Houses & Property for Sale
lot for Sale in Chalet I 

Nice lot in chalet 1 for sale. lot 2063 
sandstone way has all utilities at the front of 
lot. tape fees are paid. very buildable location. 
price is $8,000. call 662-549-0974 for more 
information

Casita Park lot for Sale 
Casita Park – double sized lot at end of cul 
de sac. Over 1/3 acre. Tap fee not paid. Out 
of town owner motivated to sell. $4000. 512-
426-6591

Great Deal! Greenbelt lots near 
Spanish Creek! 

Great Deal! Greenbelt near Spanish Creek! 
Lots 2104 & 2105 Beautiful, buildable, Chalet 
I. Views. Tap fee paid. $9,000 for both or 
$6,000 each. (719)966-9598.

Cheap land, magnificent Views! 
2 consolidated lots at east end of Casita Park, 
surrounded by Land Trust lots, magnificent 
views. No bears and little fire danger! $2,000 
OBO, Kelly and Zana Hart 719-256-6033

Dream For Sale! 
Please Buy Our Dream! 1.3 acres corner of 
Panorama Way and Prospectors Point, Chalet 
1. Wonderful mountain views. Water and 
sewer tap is paid. See website for more info. 
http://crestonelot.com

land for Sale 
Flat (just under an acre) land parcel 
#460521300169 for sale! Assessed @ 
$9,500 and will sell for $8,000. Seller is a 
real estate broker. Email me for more details 
halliehomeagent@gmail.com

1/2 Acre lots for Sale by owner 
*Amazing Views! 

Great opportunity to get your Sacred Site 
Now! Amazing views of mountains & valley. 
High Vibration with special connection to 
the Fairy & Elemental energies. 719-256-
5768 / annekellycrestone@yahoo.com / 
enchantedforestcrestone.weebly.com

Houses for Rent
HouSemATe WAnTeD 

Female housemate wanted. Have house to 
yourself this winter. 2br furnished + woodstove 
in chalet 2. $275 + utilites. 256-4719 

Beautiful House for Rent 
4bd, loft, 1 bath, jacuzzi tub, tile floors, 
radiant floor heating, wood stove. monthly 
lease while house on market, need clean 
respectable tenant. $900 mo, w/s and 
garbage included. susie 707-476-8823 
sshope32@gmail, avail Dec

Spacious Rental with Great 
Amenities 

Lovely, quiet. thoughtfully furnished 
strawbale home. Retreatant & family 
friendly, large loft w/ 1 King + 2 twins, 
sleeps 4 + l.r. futon couch/bed, sundeck 
views, WiFi, TV, stereo. Nightly, weekly. 
719-256-4498. kaibeetch@gmail.com, 
www.beetchhouse.com

HouSe FoR RenT 
CASITA PARK, House for rent. Big, bright, 
very clean, 3/2. Available Now. Large eat 
in kitchen with Island,, Spacious Master 
bathroom . Well insulated, Quiet area, Can 
be partially furnished.Propane heat, stove, 
and hot water. Non smoker, no pets $600 
+ utilities and Security deposit. 256-5110 

STunnInGlY FuRnISHeD 1BR/1BA 
HouSe 

Nightly, Weekly, or Monthly. Fenced 
Grounds with Sweet Water Feature. Pics & 
Rates: www.thelongandshortofrenting.com 
719-256-5075

Beautiful Rental Available Soon 
Chalet 1 – Beautiful 3 BR/2 BA, wood stove 
& propane heat, jetted tub, clean and well 
kept, W/D, large deck w. great views, N/S/P, 
lease, $750 inc. water & san. 303-818-
9624

Cozy Cottage for Rent 
Cozy Comfortable Cottage nestled in the 
trees in a very peaceful setting w/amazing 
valley & mountain views. Close to all spiritual 
centers. Nightly, B&B, weekly & Long-term. 
719 256 5768 Enchantedforestcrestone.
net/annekellycrestone@yahoo.com Call 
719-588-3243 for more information.

House for Rent 
3 bedroom two bath trailer on County Rd T 
towards crestone. Well, septic garage outbuilding 
fenced yard $650 mo. 719 256-5439.

Casita mobile 
CASITA MOBILE 3BED 2BATH LAUNDRY 
WELL INSULATED DOUBLE WINDOWS 
CARPETED ON PAVED ROAD LESS DUST 
$525 MONTH 2565334

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent
Apartments for Rent 

Downtown Crestone nightly or weekly one 
and two bedroom fully furnished apartments 
at the Casa del Soul. Wi fi, cable televsion, 
convenient, smoke-free environment. Clea 
719-256-5788. casadelsoul.net.

Beautifully Furnished master Suite 
Beautifully Furn., Master Bedroom For 
Short Term Rental. Quiet, Pvt. Patio, en-
suite Bathroom. Walk-in Closet, Use of 
kitchen. $50/night, 2 night min. www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com click on 
2BR/2BA 719 256 5075

Studio- Apt. 
STUDIO / APT. avail. Jan. 1 st. $675.00 + 
util. new appliances,6′ insulated claw foot 
w/ shower. Passive Solar heated-straw bale 
w/ Adobe.Some furniture. Paul 256-4677 

Commercial Property for Rent
Commercial Space for Rent 

Large commercial space with private bathroom 
and storage. Comfortably accommodates 2 
practitioners/businesses to share. Available 
12/1. Long term lease. 256-5798

Services
Bob’s Repairs and maintenance 

Bob’s Repairs and maintenance around 
your home, 30 years experience in framing 
interior trim, decks, fencing, door and 
windows. 719-256-5253.

Recycle-Creede Recycling Services 
Recycle-Creede provides drop-off recycling 
services in Crestone the 3rd Saturday of 
every month in The Laughing Buddha 
parking lot. We take almost everything! For 
more details call 303-503-9975; visit us on 
Facebook and at www.creede.org.

HoPeS CASTle Classes Forming 
Winter – Spring. Affordable investment to 
your future, $53 to $170/class. 1) Seitai 
Shiatsu 2) Applied Kinesiology 3) Advanced 
Massage Techniques. Call (719) 256-5521 
for Information

Affordable Renewable energy 
Offset the cost of your utility bills with Solar 
Electric or with Solar Heating and Domestic 
systems. Efficient, cost effective, reliable 
and professional service. Call Talmath with 
New Gen Energy at (719) 588-8276 or visit 
us online: newgenenergy.com

Xplore Design 
Your Website is an Investment. Ridiculously 
good customer service and seriously 
inspired design. 719-239-3300 or markt@
xplore-design.com

licensed Real estate Appraisal 
Licensed Real Estate Appraiser with 25 
years experience, many years experience 
in Crestone. Don Root. 937-7796 or 720-
244-1097. donald.root@yahoo.com._

DirecTV Sales, Installation, and 
Service 

DirecTV For Sales, Installation and Service 
call Dennis at 256-4110.

natural Hoof Care Practitioner 
AANHCP Natural Hoof Care Practitioner- 
Narayan Khalsa. Hoof care modeled after the 
wild horses of the Great Basin. Going on 30 
years of tried and true practices, facilitating 
sound horses. Call for free consultation 
and/or to make an appointment. 949-326-
3269 www.effectivepetwellness.com www.
naturalhorsehoof.com

Crestone Talks! email Discussion 
Group 

Crestone Talks! Email Discussion Group for 
Crestone. Events, perspectives, queries, and 
the uncategorizeable. To subscribe, send 
a blank email: crestonetalks-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Craig electric Services 
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.com

Computer Service/Repairs 
Computer Service/Repairs—22 years 
Computer Technician with full shop in the 
Baca. Windows, VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110

looking for a Healthcare 
Practitioner? 

Looking for a health care practitioner in 
Crestone? Massage therapists, herbalists, 
energy healers, doulas, and more. Also 
lodging, hot springs, gift certificates. www.
crestonehealers.com.

:: ARCHITeCTuRAl AnD InTeRIoR 
DeSIGn :: 

Carrie Caverly Design Studio specializes 
in sustainable, healthy, energy-efficient 
design. New construction or renovations 
: NCIDQ Interior Designer, LEED AP, 
BPI Building Analyst : Call for a FREE 
consultation : (303)885-8665 : http://
carriecaverly.wordpress.com/

Bookkeeping/office Support
Bookkeeping, bill paying, collecting 
mail, office support services available – 
reasonable rates, confidential.  Contact 
Linda Craig, 256-4939,freeatlast.linda@
gmail.com

Misc. Wanted
WAnTeD: Bodhisattvas! 

Wanted: Bodhisattvas, For the benefit of all 
beings, starting with all beings here and 
now! www.ModelEarth.Org/wanted.html

Straw Bales – new or old 
New & golden or old & moldin’, our garden 
needs ‘em. Please call Janet at 719-937-
3767 or stop by the Crestone Eagle office.

Real estate Wanted 
Real Estate Wanted: Long-time residents 
with family ties in the community seek 
Land contract/FSBO. Min 2 bedroom (3 
preferred) with mother-in-law apt. or 
detached studio. 1 acre. Trees. Under 
200K. Contact Caitlin: 720-351-9370, 
Mark: 720-979-5151 or Winter: 505-423-
3098. email:cwatson406@gmail.com
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

THE CHIMNEY DOCTOR
Scott Tieder
Trusted, reliable service 
in the Crestone area for 6 + years
*REFER SOMEONE NEW FOR $10 OFF YOUR OWN SWEEP 
Scheduling appointments now (719) 256-5879

Make Santa 

happy with
a clean
chimney!

Reduce your carbon footprint.
Install the new E-Cube!

This 96.4% efficient heating unit, either 
electric or gas, is designed to heat homes and 

provide endless hot water.

Call for your free consultation today.

970-623-2404
ecubemanufacturing@gmail.com

TIN MAN SERVICES

Phone: 719-429-5458                        

Prompt
Reliable

Affordable
Fun!

Skip the 
tussle and 

hire the 
muscle!

PatrickMountain

“The Good Deed Doers”

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8a.m to 7p.m. 

We’re here to assist you 
with your pets - Please 

call 970-596-1903 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
We Have All of Your 

Holiday Shopping Needs 
 Fresh & Frozen Turkeys, All Natural & GMO free 
 Amazing Breads, Dinner Rolls, Cakes & Pies 
 Fresh Cranberries, Pumpkins & Green Beans 
 Local Beef, Lamb, Bison & Chickens 
 Fresh Flower Bouquets & Holiday Decorations 
 Meat Thermometers & other Cooking Implements 
 Gifts, Greeting Cards & Craft Supplies 

Local Families - Early 1900’s For all your home care needs!
Proud Supporters OfSometimes the smallest home improvement can 

mean great comfort. We offer small home
improvement Gift Certificates for the holidays.
Give The Gift of Comfort with Tin Man Services.  



Dependable Woman Seeks WoRk! 
Dependable and hardworking female is 
seeking work. Permanent employment 
preferred but will gladly do a one-time-
job. I can paint, landscape and make your 
house sparkle! Excellent references avail. 
Please call: 719-496-0967

PeRFeCT HouSeSITTeR 
AVAIlABle 

Wanted: 6 months of house-sitting, seeking 
small, light, and warm. Stunning references, well-
known community member, and one extremely 
well-behaved dog. Call (719) 588-0122

Misc. for Sale
Spiral Staircase 

Custom steel frame with wood treads. $750 
OBO. For more info and picture please call 
805 451-5153

Treadmill for Sale 
ELECTRIC TREADMILL (WESLO) LIKE NEW 
$100. Call Gary 719-256-5788

FIReWooD 
Firewood ~ 2 – 4 Cord Loads ~ $175.00 
per Cord ~ Free Delivery ~ Call or Text 
719-395-6253

A Piece of Crestone 
Send a chunk of Crestone to your loved ones! A 
small Crestone Conglomerate rock, complete 
with explanatory reprint from The Crestone 
Eagle, attractively packaged in a 3”x3” box for 
only $5. All sales benefit Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors. Available at His & Hers Hairstyling 
and The Crestone Eagle

GooGle JIm STARRY 
FIREWOOD $250 a cord–get early for 
$200–3 bedroom needing a single older 
no pets, no smoke, Casita Park, happy 
house. $350 including. 92 Toyota 4×4 
pickup. $2800. 73 Open Road $2700, 84 
Toyota Dolphin $4500. 719-221-5059 or 
815-499-1267. GOOGLE JIM STARRY

unvented Heater 
Used Glo-Warm FB-5 unvented propane 
wall heater. Output max 25,000 BTU/hr. 
Works great. Not for bedroom use. $50. 
Please email info@crestoneeagle.com.

Vehicles for Sale
Dodge Durango for Sale 

2001 Dodge Durango for sale. in Crestone. 
clean, runs great, great tires, 145000 miles, 
$3000 price.call Gary 970 443 0914

Community Service
CB Village – local Help, Give & 

Receive 
CB Village is a local time bank where you 
can help others and gain credit for future 
help when you need it. Go to www.cbvillage.
net or call 480-8757 to join for free.

emotional and Spiritual 
Counseling 

Change your life for free. “Change 
your mind/change your reality/expand 
consciousness through grace.” Alice 
Blaszak provides free emotional and 
spiritual counseling to local residents. 
Privacy maintained. Phone Alice at 256-
5670 for appointment.

need Food? emergency Food 
Supply- 

Need Food? The Moffat Food Bank will 
provide an emergency supply of food for 3 
days to anyone in need. Open 2-4 Tuesdays. 
Call for information at 256-4226.

need a Caregiver? 
I can help you find a local caregiver 
for you or a loved one. I have several 
names and numbers of individuals with 
a variety of skills and experience. (I am 
also looking for more trained caregivers/
CNA) For in-home assistance, elderly 
care, ongoing illness, etc. call Kris 
at 719-256-4786; LM—Please speak 
clearly, I’ll return your call.

mountain Valley After School 
Program 

Mountain Valley School District is excited to 
offer a new After School Program to MVSD 
k-12 students! The program will offer all 
kinds of activities such that aim to enhance 
students’ academic, physical and social 

skills. After School programs have been 
proven to increase participant’s academic 
achievement, self-confidence and social 
skills while reducing participant’s behavioral 
challenges and likeliness to engage in risky 
behaviors during adolescence. This is a 
great opportunity for our school and we are 
optimistic about the benefit it will have for 
our students. The After School Program is 
also actively seeking volunteers to help with 
art projects, tutoring, Spanish, gym games 
and much more! Contact Michael Clausen 
at clausenm@valley.k12.co.us or 655.2568 
for more information.

need Food? Crestone Food Bank 
is now open 

Crestone Food Bank is now open in the 
Crestone Town Center, SW corner of Galena 
& Alder. Open Wednesdays from 1-3pm, 
and as needed. Call Denise 256-4644.

Events
What’s Happening in Crestone? 

Look in the Eagle’s print calendar 
(located in the centerfold of the first 
section) for northern Saguache County 
events as of the first of this month, 
or for the very latest, go online to  
www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

Free
Designing the earth Anew 

Together: 
We have to first together decide what 
the ideal world should be, before 
we can together start creating it!  
www.ModelEarth.Org

Free manure 
Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-4756.
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8a.m to 7p.m. 

We’re here to assist you 
with your pets - Please 

call 970-596-1903 

You can get everything 
you need for the holidays 

right here in Crestone 
 Grass-fed Beef Roasts & Special Cuts 
 All Natural Chickens, Ducks & Turkeys 
 Amazing Breads & Dinner Rolls 
 Specialty Cheeses & Dips 
 Fresh Flower Bouquets & Candies 
 Gifts, Greeting Cards & Craft Supplies 
 Wrapping Paper. Gift Tags & Ribbons 
 Dolls, Toy Cars, Sleds & More 
 Sporting Equipment & Housewares 
 Stocking Stuffers Galore 
 Automotive Supplies & Parts 

Happy Holidays from all of us 
at the Crestone Mercantile 

1959 

*Join us during Winterfest for hot drinks 
& Cookies! 

*Please watch the store for details on 
how you can help those in need during 

the holidays 
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by Keno
How many days a year 

does the greater Crestone area 
see below zero temperatures?

It varies from year to year, 
and where you live is also an im-
portant factor, too. If you reside out 
in the Grants, you may see a few 
more subzero winter nights than 
those who live in the foothills. 

Do note that we base this 
kind of data along with degree days 

data, which runs from July 1 till 
June 30. So for our official weather 
station located in Chalet 1 (near 
the Baca firehouse), going back to 
the 2004-05 heating season when 
the records there became official, 
we have averaged 21 days a year 
with zero or below temperatures. 
Last season saw the second most 
days, at 30, and the 2007-08 heat-
ing season saw the most, with 43 
days. The least number of days was 
10, during the 2008-09 season.

What is the coldest loca-
tion in the winter months in 
Colorado?

Taylor Park Dam, which is lo-
cated in the next valley over from 
the San Luis Valley, just outside of 
Gunnison. Over there they average 
a temperature of -8°F during Janu-
ary and record around 90 days each 
winter with temperatures at or be-

low zero!
How much snow do we see 

in our area each year in greater 
Crestone?

Like temperature data, this 
varies from location to location, 
and if you live in the Grants or 
anywhere out in the SLV, you see a 
lot less snow than seen in the Cre-
stone foothill’s, with our mountains 
seeing the most snowfall. Our snow 
season runs the same as the degree 
days season (July 1-June 30); how-
ever, snow totals for Crestone/Baca 
before November 2002 are missing 
a lot of data, so with that in mind, 
our average since 1982 stands at 
63.2 inches a year, and figure the 
average total is a few inches more 
than that. Now since September 
2002, the weather station in Baca 
1 has averaged only 55.2 inches, 
thanks to the droughts we have 
experienced in the last several 
years. The entire state of Colora-
do has also seen much lower than 
normal snowfall totals during this 
period. Before drought started to 
be a problem in our area in 1998, 
Crestone/Baca averaged 71.2 inch-
es per snow season from 1982 till 
1998, (again, that is with missing 
snowfall data). So no questions we 
do see a lot less snow these days 
than from what we expected to see 
in the past. All climatologists agree 
that we can expect to keep seeing 
less yearly snowfall for at least the 
next decade, if not permanently.  

How many snow days do 
we see each snow season?

Again, I’ll just go with the 
average since 2002-03, with data 
from the Baca 1 station. The total 
number of days with measureable 
snowfall (more than 0.1”) is 39 days 
a year, with another 22 days record-
ing a trace of snow. In case anybody 
is wondering about our snowpack 
at the station, we average 104 days 
a year with at least 1 inch of snow 
cover on the ground.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
Oct. 21 to Nov. 20

Total precipitation for pe-
riod: 
Liquid precip: 0.40”
Snow: 1.9” 
Measurable precipitation fell on 
4 days.
Measurable snow fell on 2 days.
Measurable rain fell on 2 days.
A trace of snow fell on 1 day.
Total precipitation year to 
date
Since Jan 1: 12.32”
Total snow to date  
Since Jan 1: 38.8”
Snow Season *: 7.5”
*Snow season runs from July 1 
to June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 61.6°F on October 23
Low temp: 10.2°F on November 6
Avg. high: 51.1°F 
Avg. low: 24.5°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 60°: 2
Number of days with the low 
temperature below 32°: 28
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 2.5 mph   
 
Highest gust: 30 mph on October 
28 and 29
Main direction: Out of the South-
east.

Weather summary:   
Temperatures for the period 

were above average and precipi-
tation was below average, and for 
the first time in ages I have no 
new weather records to report.

outlook for December:
We don’t normally see a 

lot of precipitation in December, 
with the average of .58” being the 
second lowest total of the year, 
tied with January (only Febru-
ary sees less). All of the precip 
comes in the form of snow, with 
8.6” being the average for the 
month. The most precipitation 
seen in December took place in 
2007 when 1.79” was recorded, 
and the most snowfall was 21.6” 
in 1983.

Temperature-wise, the nor-
mal highs and lows for the first 
week of the month average 36° 
and 11°, and by month’s end are 
down to 33° and 7°. The highest 
temp ever recorded in the month 
was 58°, set 4 different times on 
the first 4 days of the month (Dec 
1-3 in ’95 and Dec 4, 1998), and 
the lowest reading was -18°, set 
twice, on December 23, 1990, 
and then again on December 8, 
2005. 

The 30-day outlook for De-
cember is calling for above aver-
age temperatures along with av-
erage snowfall.

Ask 
  the 
Weatherman

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

PAPER:
(Oldie but goodie!)    
	 ❑	 $20 - 12 issues, Bulk mail 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state)
	 ❑		$32 - 12 issues, First class   

DIGITAL:  
(Best value!)    

❑	 Just $15 for 12 issues .pdf file 
❑	 $5 add’l with paper subscription
Go digital with The Crestone Eagle!                  

❍	I am a new subscriber			❍	Just a renewal  ❍	I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _______________________ Email: _____________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________

Note: For current Crestone weather 
conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.

PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
P.O. BOX 512
CRESTONE, CO 81131
719 256 4505
PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

• STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION 
• NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES 
• PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR
• CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
• REMODELS

CONSTRUCTION

  • STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION

 • NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES

 • PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR

 • CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION

 • REMODELS

 PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
 P.O. BOX 512
 CRESTONE, CO 81131
 719 937 7756
 PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

408 San Juan Ave.
PO Box 1630

Alamosa, CO 81101
719-589-2780

309 4th St.
PO Box 157

Saguache, CO 81149
719-655-2611

TM

Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

719-852-3538 
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO  81144

www.slvrec.com 
power@slvrec.com

If you are having a hard time paying your electric bill, call SLVREC 
right away. We might be able to help—but only if you call before 
you miss a payment. We can’t help if we don’t know! Significant late 
charges can accrue on past due accounts. Call now if you need help!

Need heating help?

Come hang out
with us

719.221.1301
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for the 
holidays

Crestone celebrates Winterfest Dec. 6, 7 & 8 
The Annual Crestone WinterFest 

is just around the corner! This year’s 
seasonal kick-off  of  Crestone’s holi-
day fun will be December 6, 7 and 8. 
Mark your calendars and invite your 
out-of-town friends for the magical, 
cheer-filled celebration of  Crestone 
holiday spirit.

The Crestone Artisans Gallery 
opens the festivities on Friday night. 
The gallery will be featuring new work 
by area artists and special holiday 
music. Hot cider and wine with holi-
day snacks will be served during the 
opening from 4 to 6pm. Afterward, 
go across the park and join the camp-
fire and singing where area youth will 
be hosting the event. The Bliss Res-
taurant will be offering dinner, and of  
course, the usual beverage selection 
and camaraderie until closing.

Saturday begins with the tra-
ditional Gift Bazaar in a centralized 

location this year: the new Crestone 
Charter School. Hours are 10am to 
5pm on Saturday, and 11am to 4pm 
on Sunday. A variety of  craftsmen and 
fine artists will offer new and exciting 
products and gift ideas, as well as old 
favorites you have come to expect. 
Look for wooden toys, fine fibers and 
knitted items, special ornaments, 
natural beauty products, handmade 
soaps, leather wrapped jewelry, bead-
work and antler jewelry, and much 
more. Chokurei and other vendors will 
be offering delectable warm foods at 
the Charter School both days.

Robin Blankenship will have that 
beautiful horse and cart you’ve seen 
driving around town by the Charter 
School, carrying a load of  pump-
kin bread and hot cider between 
11:30am and 1:30pm on both Sat-
urday and Sunday. It will make trav-
eling between the school and town a 

charming delight.
Santa will be arriving on Satur-

day. We expect him to land sometime 
around 2pm. Who knows what good-
ies he’ll bring for good little boys and 
girls? Watch out, you may see him 
strolling around town, or perhaps 
he’ll hitch a ride behind a horse, or 
maybe even a reindeer. We’ll also 
have storytellers and listen to musi-
cians play special music to build the 
holiday mood.

So put on your holiday spirit, 
get out your shopping list, and sup-
port your local artists and craftsmen. 
For more information on how you can 
participate, call Mati Fuller at 256-
5330. Special thanks to our Early 
Bird Angel sponsors The Crestone 
Mercantile and the Artisans Gallery 
for their support. Thank them early 
and often by sharing the generosity 
and shopping locally !

Announcing 
the 1st 
Annual 
WinterFest 
Cookie 
Classic
Dig out Granny’s best recipe, 
or submit your own delectable 
twist on a homemade favorite. 
Bring 2 dozen of  your favorite 
holiday cookie to the Mercantile 
on Friday December 6. Guest 
judges’ votes will be counted 
and announced on December 8 
at 2pm. Winning baker will re-
ceive a framed certificate, their 
picture in The Crestone Eagle, 
and a special thank you gift! 
Register by calling Moira at 719-
256-5990.

719.256.5280
Corner of Cottonwood & Galena

downtown Crestone

Thank You Crestone!
September 14th
Reception 2 - 4 pm

meet the artists, refreshments & music

Mon, Wed - Sat: 11-5   
Sunday: 10 - 4 
Closed Tuesdays

November Hours
Open Daily 11-5
Closed Tuesdays

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena
in Downtown Crestone

719-256-5280

Crestone Artisans Gallery 
representing 24 local artisans & craftpersons.

Join us for our 
Winterfest Reception

Friday,  Dec.  6th,  2-5 pm

DECEMBER HOURS
OPEN DAILY 11 - 4

CLOSED TUESDAYS

Open Christmas Eve Day!
Closed Christmas Day and New Years Day

Crestone Crestone 
Artisans 
Gallery

Crestone Artisans Gallery is an artist cooperative showing the works of  24 
local artists and crafts persons.  We have a wide variety of  mediums includ-
ing: jewelry, glass, wood, paper, oil, watercolor & acrylic wall art, leather work, textiles, pottery & photography.  
Our members are creating special gift items for the season in all price ranges.   Please join us for our Winterfest 
Gallery Opening on Friday, December 6 from 2-4 and meet the artists while enjoying live music and refresh-
ments!  We will be open extended hours during the holiday season beginning in November: daily from 11-5, 
closed on Tuesday.   

BOOKS

Ragpicker
Used

(and a few new)

Photo Greeting Cards & 
Armadillo Shell Jewelry

by Carmin
In the central hallway of
the Sangre de Cristo Inn

Noon till 4:00
Thursday - Saturday
carmint@hotmail.com

Ragpicker Books
The Ragpicker, located off  the hallway of  the San-
gre de Cristo Inn, has a collection of  over 2500 
books, mostly gently used. Some of  the available 
books: books on religious and spiritual topics. 
Health related books, herbology and other alter-
native/natural healing. Cookbooks,vegetarian, 
vegan, macrobiotics, etc. Raw food. Nutrition. 
Massage. Yoga, books on alternative building, 
gardening, and farming. Arts and Crafts. Region-
al books. Field guides, Hiking, camping, survival. 
Metaphysics. Science. History. Psychology, self-
help. And more. Also some fiction. 

Both new and used books can be special ordered, 
and usually take a week to ten days to arrive. The 
Ragpicker Shop also sells cards made by Car-
min using her photographs, and jewelry using 
armadillo shell. Gift certificates 
are available and can be used for 
books that are in the shop, for spe-
cial orders, or for cards or jewelry.

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

A GIFT OF MASSAGE
Holiday Gift Certificates

Make Great Stocking Stuffers!

Kathleen Willow Lmt, 
Massage Therapy

For over twenty years 
Kathleen Willow has 
been passionate about 
massage . . . giving, 
receiving and teach-
ing!  Her treatment 
offerings incorporate 
beautiful aromatic 
oils, heated basalt and 
cooled marble stones, 
long flowing strokes 
and deep specific 
work.    Gift certificates 

available!  An essential sixty-minute massage with Flo-
racopeia and Dr. Hauschka oils is $60, with a variety of  
choices beyond that.  Restorative and revitalizing, a gift 
of  massage is always welcome!  And it keeps on giving as 
Kathleen offers 3% of  her massage income toward the 
protection and preservation of  Mother Earth.  Always.  
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Chokurei Farm Store  
And Yak N’ Cracker Cafe
Chokurei Farm Store and Yak n’ Cracker Café believes that the future 
health of  our community and planet lies in keeping it local, organic, 
and GMO-free.  Shopping locally creates jobs for your friends and family 
within the community, supports economical growth and sustainability, 
uses less fossil fuels, and encourages neighbors to come together in a 
loving, symbiotic way.  
This holiday, consid-
er giving loved ones 
gift certificates for 
a nutritious, organic 
meal, or stuff  stock-
ings with scrumptious 
homemade desserts, 
yak jerky, fiber, greet-
ing cards, music and 
more!  Know where 
your food comes from 
and feel good about 
your holiday spending 
this year!

Tin Man Services
Give The Gift of  Comfort with Tin Man Services.  Sometimes the small-
est home improvement can mean great comfort. Tin Man Services offers 
small home improvement Comfort Certificates so you can give the gift of  
comfort to another. Some small improvements that bring great comfort 
at home may include such things as:  sealing windows for winter, making 
sure doors close properly, cleaning stove pipes, repairing a favorite piece 
of  furniture, a freshly painted room, repairing a roof  leak, or just about 
anything you know would bring comfort to a friend.  Comfort Certificates 
start at $25. Call 719-429-5458

Cathy 
Amenta, 
Reiki Master

Cathy Amenta, LMT, NCTMB, Reiki Master, says 
therapeutic massage makes the BEST gift this 
holiday season, for our loved ones and ourselves! 
Whether it’s pain relief  or just maintaining that 
healthy balance, massage needs to be a part of  
everyone’s life. Massage is instrumental in curing 
the largest growing health problem that many of  
us take too lightly . . . STRESS. With therapeutic 
massage, we can give our bodies the balance and 
attention it so deserves. You can purchase your 
holiday gift certificates online at www.Crestone-
Massage.com or call 719-480-1718. Take $10 off  

if  you mention this ad. Cathy Amenta has been a Nationally Certified 
Therapeutic Massage & Bodyworker since 1997. 

Crestone Illuminated Therapies
This holiday season, please be sure to care for your health while enjoy-
ing the festivities. A great gift idea for yourself  and for your loved ones 
is the gift of  massage.  Amulya Dawn Beechwood is happy to be offering 
gift certificates for massage, biodynamic craniosacral therapy, pregnan-
cy massage, reflexology, and reiki.  She can teach families to massage 

their infants, so if  anyone 
on your list is expecting a 
special bundle of  joy, the 
gift of  massage could be 
a great one for the whole 
family.  Would you like to 
treat your staff?  Amulya 
also offers on-site chair 
massage.  See illuminat-
edtherapies.com or call 
719-256-4743 for more 
information.

Joyful 
Journey 
Hot 
Springs
Joyful Journey Hot Springs 

Spa and Lodge is located about 5 miles south of  Villa Grove and 12 
miles north of  Moffat on Hwy 17.  It features three geothermal soaking 
tubs varying from 99°-108°.  The water is renowned for its healing and 
restorative qualities. Relax with an awesome view of  the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains. Enjoy a wide variety of  spa treatments and facials. There is 

a large conference center and various 
lodging options are available for over-
night stays. Open 7 days a week from 
9am-10pm. Closed Thanksgiving and 
Christmas day. Call 719-256-4328 
or visit joyfuljourneyhotsprings.com.  
Gift certificates available for easy and 
luxurious holiday gifts.

Villa   
Grove

Always Azul Pottery

Early Bird Sale!!

9 - 12 every morning 20% off

10% off 

the rest of the day

in  Vi l l a  Grov e

 Downtown Villa Grove • Open Every Day till Christmas
9 am - 5 pm  •  719-655-0101

www.alwaysazul.com
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Bliss Cafe
Yummy food, simple food, organic food, gourmet cuisine. Pizza, beer, 
wine, cocktails, champagne. Internet. Private party parlor for special 
events, additional

outdoor seating with wonderful mountain views & heartfelt, caring 
service. Plus ~ the only waterfront café in town. Oh, it’s just a tiny 
little stream. Never mind. Plus! Shop the variety of  Gifts Galore!! But-
terflies, Buddhas, bracelets, candles, art work, yoga mat carry bags, 
jewelry, journals, rose oil, incense, picture frames, cards, silk scarves 
and so much more! Bliss Café! A fun place to be!

Clay Art Center
This holiday season be sure to stop by your local art center, Clay Art. 
We have whimsical animal sculptures by Sara Eubanks to make you 
smile, small birds and tree greenmen to decorate your outdoor space by 
Judy Arnold, wonderful one-of-a-
kind pots and sculptures by Jim 
Moore, and Lynn Drake’s new se-
ries of  work “From the Earth” pot-
tery that is finely thrown on the 
wheel and stretched to resemble 
cracked earth or tree bark. Our 
gallery is brimming with mugs, 
bowls, and functional work to en-
joy daily. We are open Wednesday 
thru Saturday 10 to 5 or by ap-
pointment and are located in the 
Sangre de Cristo Inn in downtown 
Crestone.  Stop by.

Crestone 
Mercantile
Happy Holidays from the Crestone 
Mercantile!

While everyone needs to go to 
“town” once in a while to get away 
from the quiet pace of  Crestone, it is no longer a necessity!  Holiday shopping 
can now be done without ice-packed roads, crowded parking lots, and endless 
lines of  shoppers.  

The Crestone Mercantile grocery store can meet all of  your holiday cooking 
needs.  We have a full line of  conventional goods and have added an extraor-
dinary number of  organic and natural products this year.  The Crestone Hard-
ware and Lumber store is much more than just hardware!  We have a gigantic 
selection of  items that are just right for that special holiday gift.  From dolls to 
sleds—we have what you’re looking for!

Unlike the big box stores, we’re right here, we care about you, and we’ll have 
refreshments throughout the shopping season!  

Maha Lakshmi Shop
Located at the Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, the shop has a wide as-
sortment of  gifts and devotional items, primarily from India, ranging in 
price from $1 to $666. Such items as: om purses; bindis; brass stat-
ues (from 1 inch to 48 
inches); silk scarves 
and wall hangings; in-
cense; Indian clothes 
and jewelry; crystals; 
calendars; journals; 
candles; cards; books; 
and music make it 
a great store to find 
all of  your gift needs. 
They invite you to visit 
or go to their website 
at www.BabajiAshram.
org and click on the 
Maha Lakshmi Shop. 
All proceeds from the 
shop go to support the Ashram and its work. Hours: 9-5 daily, 256-4108 
or 4185.

The Bliss Café   
Pizzeria, Bistro & Gift Shop

The Parlour is available for private parties & meetings.
New gift arrivals and varieties of jewelry in!

Make dinner easy
Grab dinner or P izza to Go! !

Open 7 days a week from 8am-10pm 
Serving food until 9:00  256-6400

DANCING CEDAR
WOODWORKING

www.livingearthdrums.etsy.com
www.dancingcedar.com     719-937-7773

In-Home Projects
Custom Orders

Southwestern and Japanese Woodwork❂

❂

❂

Rustic & Fine Furniture
Custom Boxes❂

❂

Dancing Cedar 
Woodworking
John Myszko is a carpenter and wood-
worker specializing in Southwestern 
and Japanese woodwork. His shop here 
in Crestone creates one-of-a-kind piec-
es with an emphasis on local dead and 
down woods. John is available for in-
home projects and takes custom orders for the fabrication of  about any-
thing made of  wood. His work features semi-precious stone inlays. Some 
of  what we do: rustic to fine furniture, custom specialty and ceremonial 
boxes, drums and didjeridoo, beam and latilla ceilings, sculpture and 
waterwalls, and more!  Custom orders available for the holidays! Happy 
Holidays! www.livingearthdrums.etsy.com, www.dancingcedar.com, 719-
937-7773

Hopes Castle ~ Crestone

719.256.5521
Grace L. Russell, ICMT, HHP

Fast-Forward Your Life • Health
Medicinal Healing • Spiritual Growth

Deep Tissue Muscle Sculpting
Applied Kinesiology (Assessment and Treatment)

Seitai Shiatsu + 25 Modalities
New Year’s Eve Gathering ~ Release / Renew / Readings

Limit 10 Participants ~ please call for info

Present this ad for 25% Discount ~ Expires 1/18/2014

Hopes Castle
Experience massage therapy where energy meets 
matter.  “It” helps the body to heal itself.  Hopes 
Castle offers small, intimate workshops, an afford-
able investment into your future, for $50-$350.  
Educating Novice to Master.  Certifications, Intern-
ships, Payment Plans, CEU’s (CMT’s, DR’s, PT’s, 
Nurses & Teachers).  Check classifieds and KRZA 
for schedule.  Join our New Year’s Eve Gathering - 
Release/Renew/Readings.  Donation $15/single, $25/couple cash.  Lim-
ited to 10 participants.  Call 256-5521 for info.
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Treasure 
Alley
Voted “most interesting inven-
tory” in the “Best of  Alamosa 

County” 2012 awards.

Happy Holidays from Treasure Alley.   We 
have many new products in our 18th year! 
Our clothing selection continues to expand 
. . . great tops and sweaters and lots of  
scarves in all of  the best fabrics.

Express your sentiment with a Lenny and 
Eva bracelet.  Vera Bradley designs has 
now come to the SLV and the fall and winter 
handbags are just the best. We have a great 
selection. Visit Treasure Alley for our Annual 
Holiday Open House and Trollbeads Trunk 
Show on December 6 and 7.

Watch for Vera specials at that time too!

Treasure Alley is open Monday-Friday 9am-
6pm, Saturday 10am-5pm, and beginning 
November 17, Sundays 12-4 for the holiday 
season.  Treasure Alley is at 713 Main Street 
in Alamosa.

Hope to see you soon! 

Lightshine Music
Come in and browse our holiday specials and our always low-priced gui-
tars, basses, mandolins, banjos, horns, amps, PA’s, speakers, gear, ped-
als, cables, accessories, books, CDs, DVDs, and lots more. We have quali-
fied instrument and amplifier repair personnel, guitar lessons, live sound 
set-up, on-site piano tuning. We can help with most of  your music needs. 
Give us a call or stop in. “NO COVER” Hoping all our customers have a 
safe and happy holiday from the staff  at Lightshine Music.

711 State Ave. • Alamosa 589-6362
Open 7 days a week.

Mon-Sat 10am-5:30 pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

Science Kits
Testor Paints

DaVinci Models
Bachman Train Sets

Model Cars and Trucks
Rockets with Accessories

Inside
The Green Spot!

Green Spot 
Garden Center & Antiques

711 State Ave. • Alamosa 589-6362
Open 7 days a week.

Mon-Sat 10am-5:30 pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

Join us Friday evening, December 20th for
“Fellowship and Memories” with Don Richmond!

Fairy Gardens  •  KOPA Botanicals
COMPLETE year-round garden supplies

Antiques & Collectibles on two floors
Ladybugs, Mealworms, Feeder Fish and Crickets

713 Main Street, Alamosa
719.587.0878

Unique Gift Ideas!
• Jewelry •  Clothing • Soaps • Lotions

• Trollbead Bracelets
• Interior Decor • Handbags

Mon-Fri 9am~6pm, Sat 10am~5pm 
Sun 12pm~4pm

514 La Veta Avenue, Alamosa • 719.589.8900
lightshinemusic.biz

Alamosa

BVH Hobbies
When Matt Abbey, manager of  the 
Rio Grande Scenic Railroad came 
to us and asked if  he could open a 
small hobby shop in the Green Spot . 
. . we said ABSOLUTELY!  

And thus . . . BVH Hobbies was born.  
Matt showcases model cars and 
trucks for all levels.  He has a full line 
of  rockets (with all the accessories), 
Bachman train sets, science kits, and 
Testor paints.   How about Da Vinci 
models?  Or what about a balsa wood 
airplane or glider—what a great stocking stuffer—for girl or boy.  If  we 
don’t have it, Matt will try and get it for you . . . just let him know.

P.S.  A Gift Certificate always works!

Green Spot Garden Center & 
Antiques
Ruthie and Larry Brown are at the end of  their 11 years in business at 
711 State Ave. in Alamosa.   When trying to list the products carried at 
the “Spot” you need to understand that it would take the rest of  this 
page to do justice to our inventory.  And so . . . we’d like to invite you 
in  for a cup of  cocoa, coffee or cider and you can see for yourself.  The 
Green Spot is open Monday thru Saturday 10am-5:30pm  and Sundays 
from noon to 4.  If  we can help you this holiday season, please let us 
know.  AND THANKS for your support in the past . . . we appreciate your 
business more than you will ever know! 

P.S. Save the evening 
of  December 20, as 
we will be hosting a 
special evening with 
Don Richmond enti-
tled “Fellowship and 
Memories”!  Details 
to follow!
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Sand Dunes Pool
Sand Dunes Swimming Pool in Hooper offers many holiday gift choices. 
Give the gift of  health & rejuvenation! Individual or family passes ranging 
from 1 month to a year are offered, as well as gift cards in any denomina-
tion. Gift cards may be used for admission, food, produce, clothing, & a 
variety of  pocket knives. Lap swimming daily from 9am-10am and open 

swim from 10am-10pm. Closed Thursdays. Please see our ad 
in the A section of  The Eagle.

Kristi Mountain Sports
In 1969, Kristi Mountain Sports first “opened their doors” inside a stor-
age closet of  a former Alamosa menswear business selling ski equip-
ment to the locals. After a few moves and small expansions, the current 
owners, Eric and Lisa Burt, took over Kristi Mountain Sports in 1984 and 
moved to the Villa Mall where bicycles, hiking and camping equipment 

were added to the selec-
tion.

In 2008 Kristi Mountain 
Sports expanded once 
again to a new 10,000 
square foot location 
in the Villa Mall, large 
enough to comfortably 
display all the gear nec-
essary to outfit almost 
any human and gravity-

powered outdoor adventure the San Luis Valley has to offer.  Kristi 
Mountain Sports is the largest outdoor store for a hundred miles in any 
direction and though our establishment has grown, it still remains a 
“Mom and Pop” shop where your business is appreciated and quality 

customer service is our staff’s first 
priority.

Heartstrings & Heirlooms
Heartstrings and Heirlooms is a cozy quilt shop nestled in the heart of  
the San Luis Valley at 616 Main Street in Alamosa. Come in and feel the 
fabric! We also offer a wide variety of  classes. Call or come in and leave 
your email address, then receive our newsletter with class descriptions 
and a calendar. Our shop offers a variety of  services: hemstitching around 
edges of  baby blankets, burp cloths and tablecoths for crocheting, and 
long-arm machine quilting.  We are an authorized BERNINA dealer and 
have a repair tech on site. We are also a Handi Quilt rep, and your trusted 

source for long-arm quilt-
ing machines. Visit US for 
all of  your quilting needs.

We are now open on Sundays from 11:00-5:00.

Come in and enjoy our newly expanded store!!

Open Monday-Saturday 8:00am to 7:00pm
Sunday 11:00am to 5:00pm

3211 Main St • Alamosa, CO
719-589-5727

3223 MAIN  -  WEST HWY 160  -  VILLA MALL  -  ALAMOSA  -  (719) 589-9759 

PARKAS • PANTS • THERMALS • GOGGLES • GLOVES • SOCKS • HELMETS • FOOTWEAR 

OUTERWEAR AND EQUIPMENT 
RENTALS AND DEMOS 
PROFESSIONAL REPAIRS 
EXPERT BOOT FITTING 

SEE US FOR CAMPING - HIKING  BIKING - CLIMBING GEAR TOO! 

 GREAT PRODUCTS and 

SERVICE SINCE 1969 

www.KristiMountainSports.com www.KristiMountainSports.com 

15% off one item 
with this ad

(excludes machines)

616 Main St, Alamosa  719.589.6982  www.hahllc2011.com

  • Over 3,000 Bolts of Fabric
  • Flannels • Reproductions • Wools • Batiks
  • Quilting Notions • Books/Patterns • Classes

Authorized

Handi Quilter Rep

for all your long-arm 

needs!

  • Authorized BERNINA Dealer • Onsite Technician

Valley Food Co-Op
It is holiday turkey time!

Come in or call to order your holiday turkey now.  We have a 
limited number of  organic and free range turkeys for special 
order this season.  All are on a first-come, first-served basis. 

We have a newly expanded store to serve all of  your holiday 
cooking needs. Check out our well-stocked bulk section!  And 
while you are shopping you can enjoy lunch from our new Deli 
Cart.  We have fresh soups and sandwiches daily and tables 
for your dining convenience.  Hope to see you soon!

Monte 
Vista

SLVRural 
Electric 
Cooperative

San Luis Valley Rural Electric Cooperative offers 
recipes in every edition of  the cooperative’s news-
letter, the Newsboy. Now you can obtain a cook-
book with some of  the very best Newsboy recipes 
and help valley food banks at the same time. “Re-
cycled Recipes from the Newsboy” includes a va-
riety of  recipes, all taken from the pages of  past 
editions of  the Newsboy or submitted by SLVREC 
employees and friends. Cookbooks are $10 each at 
SLVREC’s office or $13.50 shipped. For every cook-
book sold, SLVREC will donate $5 to the Valley Food 
Bank Network. Contact SLVREC to learn more.

TM

For the chef
If you or someone you know turns to the recipe 
page in SLVREC’s newsletter, the Newsboy, 
first, then we know the perfect holiday gift! 
SLVREC has compiled favorite recipes from the 
Newsboy into a cookbook. Copies are available 
at SLVREC’s office and by mail. Call to have a 
copy shipped to you today! Best of all, $5 from 
the sale of every cookbook goes to the Valley 
Food Bank Network. 

719-852-3538
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO  81144

www.slvrec.com  ·  power@slvrec.com Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista
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136 W. US HWY 50, SALIDA
   719.539.7611

Antero 
Jewelers
Antero Jewelers had 
been serving the Ar-
kansas Valley and San 

Luis Valley for over 30 years. Equipped with the cutting edge of  tech-
nology and carefully honed skills, master jeweler Dave Morgan and his 
staff  offers personal, friendly 
service and unsurpassed qual-
ity. At Antero Jewelers, you will 
find meaningful and memo-
rable holiday gifts at prices to 
fit any budget. Come by and 
see just how easy it is to cre-
ate your own unique piece of  
beautiful jewelry for that spe-
cial someone! 136 W. Hwy. 50 
Salida, CO 719-539-7611

Free The Monkey 
Consignment
During these tough economic times, saving 
money on clothing, accessories and house-
wares is important. Shopping in consignment 
stores is one way to do it. You can get high 
quality clothes at affordable prices—some-
times, ridiculously affordable. Stop in often. 
Our inventory changes daily. Allow plenty of  
time to shop. Our racks are filled with one-of-
a-kind items, not twenty blouses of  the same 
color and style! BYOB . . . Bring your own 
bag and help us promote environmentally 
friendly practices. Remember Re-Use . . . Re-Cycle . . . Re-Sale! We at Free 
the Monkey appreciate you shopping locally, and so do our 2500 consignors.

Four Winds 
Gallery
Four Winds Gallery in down-
town Salida offers one-of-a-
kind abstract and landscape 
paintings by owner Linda 
Frances, $40 and up. Popu-
lar State Tree images in origi-
nals and prints from 8 x 10 
mini matted prints for $32 
to larger sizes. Richly colored 
monochrome “Love” series 20 
x 20 inch framed prints are 
reduced. One matted set of  
Kabbalah prints of  72 Names 
of  God are half-price, $20 
each. While they last, select poem and state print combinations are reduced 
to $120 each framed, $60-$70 off. Seasonal holiday items and decorated 
gourds in stock will be available only through December 31.

Salida

118 F Street, Salida  (719)539-6075
 www.fourwindsgallery-colorado.com
Unusual, affordable, unique gifts of art with heart!

Large and small original paintings, State Tree prints, “Love” color prints, Kabbalah prints, 
Pottery, Jewelry, Cards, Ornaments, Photography, Glass animals, Wood Boxes, & more.

Open Daily 10am-6pm ~ Saturdays 9am-7pm
Happy Holidays to all!

Closed Christmas Day

222 F Street, Salida CO  

719 539-4580

Open 7 days a week

Accepting consignments daily

womens & mens clothing 
• jewelry • art 

collectables • cds • movies 
Winter Hours: 
Sun 10am to 5pm

Mon-Sat 10am to 6pm

Visit our second location!
312 E. Main, Buena Vista

Voted Best Consignment
Shop of 2013!

☞ ☞

SHIPPING
PACKING

SCANNING
COPYING

SHREDDING
MAILBOXES

GREETING CARDS
LIGHTWEIGHT GIFTS

719-539-7085
944 East Hwy 50, Salida

www.salidapakmail.com

via

Crystal Shop in Salida
Hello, Crystal people.  I invite you to take 
a free 15 minute guided-tour video ride in 
the Crystal Shop in Salida.   Go to YouTube 
- then type in  Crystal Shop in Salida - and 
I hope you enjoy the ride.    If  you were to 
get on Skype (which is a free service and 
free download) I can show you over my 
webcam any crystal in my shop in excellent 
detail.  Of  course...what really works for 
me is seeing you come through my front 
door.  I will be here 10 until 5 everyday in-
cluding Sundays through the holidays.   I 
wish for you the very, very best . . . always.    
Crystal Paul

Season’s Greetings
to all my friends in the SLV

& my admiration & love 
for the countless many
who create Crestone
as the wonder it is.

Paul Martin
The Crystal Shop
in Salida
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Salida  
Pakmail
Pak Mail packs and ships anything 
anywhere. 

We ship ground, priority, or over-
night, via FedEx, UPS, Postal Service, 
freight, van lines, or mule train. Call 
us at 719-539-7085 for estimates.

We copy black and white or color up to 11”x17”, scan to email, 
scan to USB drive, fax, shred, laminate, and tell jokes. (The jokes 
are free.) We rent private mailboxes and can forward your mail 
anywhere in the world. Our customers say we have the best greet-
ing cards and friendliest service in Salida. We’re at 944 East High-
way 50, between those two famous Salida landmarks, KFC and 
Conoco.

Krivanek  
Jewelers
Mark Krivanek has been in busi-
ness in Salida for 20 years sell-
ing fine jewelry and repairing 
fine jewelry, faceting gems, min-
ing local gems, selling and re-
pairing watches.  Mark Krivanek 
is a Graduate Gemologist, Geol-
ogist, and Master Stone Cutter. 
Krivanek Jewelers is the evolu-

tion of  Mark’s success.  Krivanek Jewelers has expanded its services 
and jewelry line to include estate jewelry and antique clocks as well 
as improving their selection of  diamonds, rubies, sapphires, emeralds 
and local gems such as Mount Antero aquamarines. Mark is also a 

coin dealer and collector, which 
buys silver and gold items, han-
dling estates and helping with 
liquidations of  fine jewelry. We 
would like to invite you to visit 
and shop for any of  your jewelry 
needs.  Once in a while we have 
a large sale and this November 
is our Anniversary Sale. 20% to 
50% off  of  store stock items. We 
will be giving away a 1 oz silver 
eagle every week to one lucky 
winner and a 1/10 oz gold eagle 
at the end of  November. So stop 
by Krivanek Jewelers in Salida, 
located in the Historic District, 
101 F Street. 719- 539-7493

Kaleidoscope 
Toys
Kaleidoscope Toys is a spe-
cialty toy store in downtown 
Salida and is a member of  
ASTRA (American Specialty 
Toy Retailing Assn.). ASTRA 
is sponsoring the fourth an-
nual Neighborhood Toy Store 
Day on November 9, a day to 
celebrate the value of  locally 
owned businesses and their 
impact on the community. 
Kaleidoscope Toys will be fo-
cusing on fun events for the 
whole family on Neighbor-
hood Toy Store Day. There 

will be a selection of  toys and games available to play with. Customers 
can do a fun scavenger hunt and receive a special prize. We will also be 
making ornaments to hang on our tree in Holiday Park. Call 719-530-
0533 for more information.

First Street Flooring On Third
Owners Aaron and Pip Conrad have been in the business for over 7 
years. We sell all kinds of  floor coverings including carpet, tile, hard-
wood, linoleum, vinyl and cork. We sell blinds: honeycomb, slatted, 
sunscreen and more. We also sell and service Oreck vacuums. We of-
fer free estimates for all blinds and flooring. Our reputation is upheld 
by our customer’s satisfaction and we work hard to achieve that. As 
residents of  Saguache County, we believe in supporting both our home 
community and that of  Chaffee County. Thank you for buying locally.   
Dollars spent here, stay here.

Local fresh-cut Christmas trees
handmade wreaths and garland

Holiday gifts by local artisans:
Hand-Turned Wood, Decorative Gourds, Jewelry, Hats, Scarves

  719-539-6400 • 7121 County Rd 107  Salida, CO 81201

CustomerAppreciationParty!Saturday, Dec 7th5-8 pm

101 F Street, Salida • 719.539.7493 • Tuesday thru Saturday 10am-5pm

ANNIVERSARY SALE
Nov. 1 - Christmas

OUR BIGGEST SALES EVENT EVER!
Come in to register for our weekly giveaways!

We will give way one 1-ounce silver coin each week
 plus 

One 1/10-ounce gold coin at the end of the month

20-50% off select items 
throughout our entire inventory of
diamonds, watches, precious gems

Remember your neighborhood toy store for 
fun and unique gifts this holiday season!

Nowcarrying Legos!

10am

Brady’s West
Brady’s West offers Colorado-grown plant mate-
rial, organic herbs and vegetables, a full-service 
florist, beautiful unusual gifts, hot tubs and 
hot tub supplies, patio furniture, and home dé-
cor.  We sustainably harvest local evergreens for 
Christmas trees and handmade wreaths and gar-
lands.  Our Floral Department highlights creative 
holiday ideas, centerpieces, and gifts handmade 
by our talented local artists.  Sunshine is always 
FREE in the greenhouse and we welcome you to 
come soak it in while getting inspired for the up-
coming planting season. 

We’re in Salida, on County Road 107, just off  
Highway 50 downhill from the Burger King. Call 
719-539-6400 or go to bradyswest.com for di-
rections, maps, and more gardening information.
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Mixing 
Bowl
Thank you, faithful cus-
tomers from the valley!  

This is the Mixing Bowl’s 8th holiday season and we have some new and 
wonderful additions here at our store in downtown Salida.  We have ex-
panded our food line to include Salida-made Don’t Go Nuts soy butters 
in 5 different flavors and all natural energy bars in 6 unique flavors.  We 
are featuring brand new Pinto Barn all natural and organic loose leaf  
teas in 4 flavors, Asian Plum Vanilla, Bavarian Cream, Lemon Mint and 
Lavender Vanilla, all made in Salida.  You can also buy products from 
Pinto Barn’s premier line, Sacred Sleep, which includes all natural Euca-
lyptus sheets, Alpaca throws and soy candles.There’s a gift for everyone 
on your list.  Just let us help you find it.  Then we’ll wrap it with all the 

trimmings because you’re 
part of  the Mixing Bowl 
family.  Please come by, 
taste some gourmet foods 
and give us a chance to 
serve you.  Happy holidays 
from the Mixing Bowl Staff.

Salida

* Eucalyptus Sheets * Organic Teas  * Alpaca Throws
* Christmas Linens & Ceramics
* Holiday Chocolates * Christmas Jam & Jellies

Historic Downtown Salida

GHOST HORSE GIFT GALLERY

* Fine Intaglio Jewelry   * Crystals   * Metaphysical Gifts 
                   Holiday Gifts & Stocking Stuffers!

    Visit our new web store at
        www.ghosthorsegiftgallery.com

10% discount on Intaglio
with this coupon

November 1 - December 31, 2013

17034 Highway 17 @ County Road T
ghosthorsegiftgallery@gmail.com

719.256.4177

Celebrating our 

1-year

Anniversary!

Ghost 
Horse  
Gift 
Gallery

Ghost Horse Gift Gallery on Road T and Hwy. 17 is celebrating their 1st 
anniversary this holiday season! We greatly appreciate all the local sup-
port and enthusiasm for the gallery and the unique artwork of  gem-
stone sculptor and intaglio designer Jack Williamson. Stop and shop for 
a variety of  metaphysical gifts and cards for any budget plus our rare, 
high quality crystal specimens, for collection and energy work. We are 

now carrying flower essences, 
hand-knit scarves, goat milk 
lotions, soaps, posters, and 
natural bee products. Open 6 
days a week from noon to six, 
and noon to five on the week-
ends. Closed Tuesdays. Please 
check out our new convenient 
e-store too: www.ghosthor-
segiftgallery.com and join us 
on Facebook: facebook.com/
GhostHorseHollowGifts.

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm

FRESHLY ROASTED COFFEE BEANS 
AND HANDMADE LOCAL GIFTS 

FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 

WWW.MIRAGETRADINGCO.COM

IN  MOFFAT NEXT TO THE POST OFFICE

719-256-4357

Mirage 
Trading 
Company
The Mirage Trading 
Company in Moffat has 
all your holiday needs. 
Bags of  freshly roasted, 
organic, fair trade coffee 
beans make a wonderful holiday 
gift. A great selection of  art by 
local artists is also available. 
Jewelry, paintings, pottery, pho-
tography, warm winter hats and 
scarves and cozy slippers are 
just some of  the items available 
at the Mirage. Come on by and 
enjoy a latte while you do your 
holiday shopping! Hours are 
8am to 4pm every day. 719-256-
4357.

Moffat

Salida Cutlery  
And Smoke Shop
Salida Cutlery and Smoke Shop is an excellent store to find unique gift 
items for your loved ones. You’ll find shave sets and soaps, disposable 

razor sharpeners, manicure 
sets, scissors, and qual-
ity Wusthof  kitchen cutlery. 
Take a look to find wal-
lets, money clips, pocket 
knives, and Colorado-made 
knives. We carry pipes, 
pipe stands, pouches, E-
cigarettes, E- juice, boxes 
of  fine cigars, lighters, hu-
midors, and more. Stop by 
today at 132 W. Hwy. 50 or 
visit salidacutlery.com to 
find direct links to our Ama-
zon and Ebay stores. We 
ship.  Salida Cutlery and 
Smoke Shop wishes you a 
season filled with joy!

www.salidacutlery.com

HUGE WUSTHOF 
KITCHEN KNIFE SALE! 

Remember to  
shop locally,  

and if you visit one 
of our advertisers,  
tell them you saw 

their ad in The 
Crestone Eagle.

Happy Holidays!
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