
by Kirk Banghart
Since September the Facilities 

Master Planning Committee, made up 
of parents, community members (Mof-
fat and Crestone) and staff, has spent 
many hours reviewing the information 
from engineers and architects in the 
facilities audit of the Moffat School.  
The committee will provide feedback to 
the Moffat Board of Education (BOE) 
about the appropriate next steps for 
the Moffat PK-12 School.

Due to the poor condition of the 
school, in January, the committee 
submitted a recommendation to the 
BOE to apply for a grant from the 
Colorado Department of Education 
to help offset the cost of replacement 

for the Moffat campus.  The commit-
tee used information gathered from 
the building facilities audit and com-
munity meetings to help make their 
recommendation to the BOE.

The district’s contract master 
planning firm, Wold and A&P, com-
pleted a facilities audit last fall 2012.  
A facilities audit is a comprehensive 
review of a building’s systems. Using 
a comprehensive data base of com-
mercial and school construction costs 
over the last 3 years, it was deter-
mined that the school is in need of 9 
million dollars worth of repairs and 
replacements.  

What was discovered
Foundation:  The 1921 build-

ing was found to have critical foun-
dation concerns. The engineers dis-
covered that due to the soil acidity 
and the type of concrete used in the 
original construction,  the foundation 
is under a sulfate attack. The crys-
tals that are created by ground water 
have, over many years, formed inside 
the foundation and have disintegrat-
ed the foundational walls by 25%. 
They are still structurally sound up to 
33% but, there is no way of knowing 
how long it will take to erode the ad-
ditional 8%. 

Heating Systems: The Moffat 
School site has 14 different heating 
systems. Each of these are at the end 
of their life cycle or are way past their 

expected life. Due to the phased con-
struction of the building it was also 
discovered that the systems are inef-
ficient and ineffective in some areas 

Structural deficiencies found in the Moffat Pk-12 
School’s foundation, among other concerns

Crestone, Colorado   Volume 24, Number 4  April, 2013      $1

PRESORT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
CRESTONE, CO

PERMIT #8
81131

Change Service
Requested

continued on page 21

A sure sign of spring.  Mule Deer Family, photo by Wendy Shattil and Bob Rozinski www.dancingpelican.com To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com
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 SolarReserve representative 

Adam Green is asking local govern-
ment representatives and citizens 
to contact the governor’s office and 
propose that Gov. Hickenlooper ask 
PUC directors to request that Xcel 
sign a 25-year contract to buy en-
ergy from SolarReserve (SR). This 
would help Xcel meet their 30% Re-
newable Energy Standard required 
by the State of Colorado, and allow 

SolarReserve to begin construction 
on their proposed Power-Tower pro-
ject that is slated to be built in Sa-
guache County about 6 miles from 
Center.

 The project, which was ap-
proved by Saguache County Com-
missioners last year, has been held 
up by the lack of a Power Purchase 
Agreement. Green said that Xcel 
had selected a competitor’s CSP 
project in the San Luis Valley in 

2009, but that negotiations over 
a contract had not succeeded, and 
that the other project appears to 
have fallen through. Green, the 
Project Developer, presented his 
request to representatives of local 
governments, water advocates, and 
interested citizens. 

 As approved by commission-
ers, the project would generate 100 
Megawatts (MW) of power and cover 
an area approximately 1500 acres, 
or 1.6 miles in diameter. The tower, 
projected to be 656 feet high, would 
absorb heat from mirrors aimed at 

SolarReserve asking for support 
for power-tower project
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Wall erosion behind the drywall in the 
1921 building.

http://www.dancingpelican.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Thank you
Dear community, friends & 

family,
Thank you for your many 

prayers, mantras, good wishes, vis-
its, inquiries, & smiles.

I just had my last check-up 
with the doctors and everything is 
fine.  I still need a bit of exercise & 
therapy to strengthen my leg & core 
muscels but I now have new knees 
and I can WALK!

My heart aches with gratitude.
Thank you my friends,
Sasha Lovelace

Fun trip to Denver
Dear Community,
We would like to thank eve-

ryone for their support of the CCC 
youth trip to Denver on March 1-3.  
We especially appreciate the Cre-
stone Mercantile and Elephant Cloud 
for collecting food donations and for 
everyone who helped by buying items 
or making a financial contribution.  
We had an excellent time staying at a 
youth hostel, going to the 1st Friday 
Art Walk, playing at Jump Street, 
volunteering at the SAME Cafe, ex-
ploring the Denver Museum of Na-
ture & Science, watching Mastadons 
& Mammoths at the IMAX Theater, 
shopping on 16th Street Mall and 
hanging out at the Denver Skate 
Park.  Thank you for helping us make 
this trip a success!

Sincerely, 
Crestone Creative Council

Riders injured 
in dog attack

Dear Editor and Community,
We are sorry to have to report 

that there has been another dog at-
tack directed at horses with riders 
on their backs, this time with even 
more serious, life-threatening re-
sults. On Tuesday, March 19, three 
experienced riders who were riding 
on their own, longtime horses, were 
thrown from their mounts after a 
large, black dog with a red collar 
attacked the horses while riding on 
Willow Creek Trail. All three riders 
were transported to the hospital by 
ambulance; and one of the three was 
air-lifted to Denver on a “flight-for-
life” with a serious head injury. The 
other two riders’ injuries are not as 
serious, though they are in pain and 
will need time to heal. They were 
treated and released from the hos-
pital.

This is the fourth incident in 
the last year-and-a-half of a dog at-
tacking horses with riders on their 
backs. The riders have been on 
equestrian easements or on public 
roads at the time of these attacks. 
Otherwise human-friendly dogs of-
ten will attack if they are not famil-
iar with horses and are loose. Nearly 
all of us at the stables are dog own-
ers and/or dog lovers. This is not 
about being anti-dog. This is about 
being pro responsible dog ownership.

Even though this was not a 
stables-led trail ride, we are consid-
ering no longer offering trail rides at 
the Baca Grande Stables. We would 

hate to do this, but until dog own-
ers take responsibility for their loose 
dogs, we cannot take the risk of hav-
ing children or inexperienced riders 
on trails or roads in the Baca. We 
will continue to offer boarding and 
lessons in our arenas, including the 
Children’s Summer Riding Program.

Joanna and Eli Dokson
Baca Grande Stables

Horse accident help 
gratitude

Dear friends,
On March 19, my fellow riders 

and I were part of a nasty wreck on 
our horses. I want to express my sin-
cere thanks for the caring response 
from our ambulance crew, firefight-
ers, stables family, and passersby. 
There were so many people help-
ing that I can’t possibly name all of 
you. I’m one of your EMS providers 
and never dreamed that I’d be on 
the receiving end of our services. I 
learned so much that awful day. Ev-
eryone was incredible. I also want to 
shout a huge thank you to the man 
that stopped his car, called 911, and 
stayed until help arrived. I wish all 
good things come your way. To the 
four drivers that sped by me while I 
lay at the edge of the road . . . I’ve got 
nothing.

My gratitude is boundless to all 
of you that saved us.  I’ll make sure 
to pay it forward.

Cindy Hefty

Mountain biking 
impacts on trails

Dear bicyclists,
Use of bicycles on hiking trails 

causes rapid soil erosion especially 
during the spring mud season, which 
is already here. So, mountain bikers, 
please take pause to think about 
your impact. Although bicycles are 
clean and green, here’s what hap-
pens to hiking trails when bicycles 
join the fray: the sharper curves 
in the trail can widen and become 
banked and gouged out. Sometimes 
when a rider is unable to maneuver 
over an obstacle, especially with our 
rocky outcrops, he (she) goes around 
it, often onto fresh ground. Early 
or late in the year, snow and ice 
may be present. To avoid the ice or 
sometimes deep mud there are more 
detours. In a relatively short time, 
and depending on how many bicy-
cles pass through, a small footpath 
can become a small road. Deep tire 
marks and an eroded path are an 
enduring reminder, which touches 
more on aesthetics.

Mountain biking is a mixed 
bag with respect to environmental 
ethics. I have seen it in many places 
over the years, as I too am a cyclist. 
Most popular “singletrack” areas, 
places where bicycles can ride on 
hiking trails, I think of as sacrifice 
zones, or soon to become. Maybe this 
is one reason I am not such an avid 
mountain biker these days. In the 
summer, Crested Butte is a moun-
tain biking mecca. In CB most local 
hikers avoid areas where off-road 
vehicles are allowed access, which 
on some trails also includes motorcy-
cles. So far, Crestone is less attrac-
tive to these tourists. Being a bicy-
cling enthusiast myself, I know that 
no matter what we do, there is an 
environmental impact. On the small 
scale, Crestone scale, hiking along a 
trail one notices the small changes 
to this special, natural place that is 

our backyard. So, if you insist on rid-
ing your bike using the hiking/horse 
trails in the Baca, especially the 
South Crestone Creek trail, please 
stay tightly on the existing trail even 
if it is rocky and difficult to navigate. 
This is an outstanding, aesthetically 
beautiful trail which deserves to be 
taken care of.

Respectfully yours,
Wade Lockhart

Freebox etiquette & 
the zombie apocalypse

Dear Editor,
It’s springtime at the Freebox. 

It’s that time again to remember and 
appreciate the Freebox. Thank you 
Freebox! But just as freedom isn’t 
free neither is the Freebox. It takes 
volunteers and a general willingness 
to abide by the Freebox guidelines. 
Unfortunately, the Freebox has fall-
en once again to the lowest common 
denominator. Volunteerism contin-
ues to be low. The spring Freebox 
dumping season has already begun. 
Seems like some people are more 
interested in free dumpster service 
than the Freebox.

The Freebox dumpster is not 
free. It is paid for by the property 
owner and the Town of Crestone. It 
is not a public dumpster. Dumpster 
diving is emphatically not encour-
aged. How would you like someone 
coming onto your backyard and going 
through your dumpster or putting 
their trash there? Parking continues 
to be an issue. People are blocking 
the driveway of the residents and 
blasting their stereos. Not cool. Gen-
erally the Freebox looks like some-
thing out of the third world. A never 
ending supply of worn out shoes and 
dirty stained clothing, blank VHS, 
single chopsticks and burnt out can-
dles. Lol. Of course the good stuff 
doesn’t last long there, just the crap 
which is endless. The Freebox has its 
limits.

Where are the volunteers? The 
old timers say: been there, done that. 
It’s someone else’s turn. Newbies, 
please volunteer and consider adopt-
ing one of the clothing bins on a regu-
lar basis. This is karma yoga people. 
Please read the Freebox guidelines 
posted in the Freebox.

Roy Hecker

Let’s thank them
Dear Editor,
There are many unsung heroes 

in this community.   Three of them 
will be honored at a dinner hosted by 
the Democratic Party on Saturday, 
April 27 at 6:30pm at the Saguache 
Community Center.   

 Jackie Stephens has served 
26 years as the Secretary/Treasurer 
of the Saguache County Democratic 
Party, Randy Arredondo has served 
nearly 16 years, and Pete Peterson 
has also served many years.  They 
all have stepped down from these 
positions and we want to honor their 
years of dedication and service.

It will be a fun night with mu-
sic, a dessert auction and some great 
guests to be announced.  We’re serv-
ing pulled pork, baked potatoes & 
cole slaw plus vegetarian lasagna.  

 It’s a $10 donation per person.  
Please RSVP by April 20 to Lynne 
Thompson at 754-9163 or email 
sheebalt@yahoo.com or btidd19@
fairpoint.net.  After April 20, RSVPs 
will be accepted if space is available.   
Naturally, additional donations are 
welcomed as the Saguache Demo-
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Editor’s Notes
Equal love

Nearly every night this past 
week we’ve watched the news  
about the US Supreme Court hear-
ing the California Proposition 8 
and DOMA (Defense of Marriage 
Amendment) cases.  We’ve listened 
to the reporters with feelings of joy, 
disbelief, hope and anxiety.

I see the posts on Facebook of 
people supporting same sex mar-
riage. Thousands of people in soli-
darity are posting the red equal 
symbol that represents “equality 
in love”—and I’m stunned.  

It has been a long road.  As a 
teenager I didn’t have any positive 
examples of gay people.  I wasn’t 
taught in high school that this poet 
or athlete, first lady or teacher 
was in love with someone of the 
same sex.  Instead I lived in fear, 
terror actually, that my own feel-
ings would be found out and that 
I would be shunned by my friends 
and family.  My own self-hate was 
like a stone in my heart. My first 
attempt at “coming out” at 17 was a 
disaster, and I retreated into “safe” 
heterosexuality until I was 40.

It is a terrible thing not to be 
true to yourself.  Living a lie stops 
you from realizing your full poten-
tial.  It is also terrible to deny oth-
er people the ability to fully love, 
to fully be.

Step by step, the times are 
changing. The next generation is 
growing up knowing gay/lesbian/bi 
and transgendered people. Some 
day everyone will have the same 
rights as everyone else and we’ll 
put the “before times” into the his-
tory books alongside with slavery, 
women not having the vote, seg-
regation and laws against inter-
racial marriage.

Even if the Supreme Court 
strikes down DOMA, it will be a 
long road to full acceptance and 
civil rights.  But for now, having 
gay rights come to the front of our 
national debate and seeing so much 
public support is a day I thought I’d 
never see.

With gratitude
Kizzen
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cratic Party heads into the off year 
elections.   For any donations please 
contact Judy Marold at 655-2320 or 
email  jmarold@gmail.com.

Hope to see you and thanks for 
any and all support.

Mikela Tarlow

Library requests input
To the Community:
The purpose of Friends of the 

Library is to support the Crestone/
Baca Library. With the intent of 
building on a long tradition of com-
munity efforts to establish and sus-
tain our library, we started meeting 
about two years ago. At that same 
time, Northern Saguache County 
(which includes the communities of 
Crestone, Moffat, Villa Grove, and 
Saguache) voted to establish the 
Northern Saguache County Library 
District (NSCLD).

The library district is respon-
sible for maintaining and enhancing 
library services in both Crestone/
Baca and Saguache. Benefits of the 
new district for the Crestone/Baca 
library thus far have included access 
to interlibrary loan services and new 
computers.

Recently, Friends of the Li-
brary completed the application for 
a 501(c)3 non-profit exempt status, 
along with Articles-of-Incorporation, 
By-Laws pertaining to the Articles-
of-Incorporation, and a memoran-
dum of understanding with the 
Northern Saguache County Library 
District. We now intend to work with 
the NSCLD Board of Directors and 
Facilities Committee to pursue the 
idea of a new, more conveniently 
located library building for the Cre-
stone/Baca area. We are also plan-
ning to raise funds for this exciting 
new endeavor.

Some suggestions to date are 
to relocate the present library to be 
more central to Crestone and the 
Crestone Community, which would 
allow increased accessibility for all 
residents.

We hope the library will have 
a conference-meeting room for resi-
dents to meet, share, teach, and 
discuss topics of importance to the 
community. There are lots of great 
ideas out there and we need you to 
share them with us! We respectfully 
request your input.

All suggestions are significant.
To offer your ideas or to become 

an active volunteer with Friends of 
the Library, please contact one of us 
or talk to staff out at the library.

Thank you,
Friends of the Library
Thom Ontko, President,  Parvin 

Johnson, Vice President, Julia Voss, 
Secretary/Treasurer

PS: Don’t miss the Friends of 
the Library Bake Sale in front of the 
post office on Monday April 15 from 
10am to 3pm!

But . . . What does it 
mean?

Dear Editor,
Okay, we have a Fire District 

based on voter choice, but what does 
it mean?  There is no money, so it is 
“Active, but NOT Operational”.  To 
be “operational”, it must be funded . 
. . which means yet another mil levy. 

 Can we afford that with our 
property taxes going up, the Moffat 
School District demanding more tax 
money, and the POA Board crying 
for higher dues?

I called Alamosa Fire Chief 

Don Campbell and was given this 
data.  As chief he:

1.   is paid $20k/year from city 
$4k/year from fire district vs. our 
POA chief is paid $38K + stipends 
+ housing + income from Crestone.  
Note:  Average income for Saguache 
Co:  $14K/year.    

2.  averages 250 calls/year ac-
tual fires  vs. POA’s 6 brush fires/
year

3.  oversees 26 volunteers
4.  is responsible for all inspec-

tions/training/reports (no secretary) 
does payroll records in/council meet-
ings

5.  manages 2 fire houses;
6.  Territory covered:  12,000-

15,000 population and 350 sq. miles 
vs. POA: 156 sq. mi and 1000 pop.

7.  volunteers are paid per call 
plus Worker’s Comp and training sti-
pends, etc.

I contend that whatever prob-
lems we currently have with the 
emergency response can be corrected 
without implementing yet another 
mil levy for a “special fire district” 
that we don’t need. Like the POA 
or not, the fire protection has been 
operational and functional for 30+ 
years. 

After talking to Sheriff Norris, 
Saguache County Fire Marshall, he 
says that they now have the mhz 
necessary to route emergency calls 
to Crestone and to all needed fire 
departments.  Our county taxes al-
ready pay for their 24/7 dispatcher, 
so it’s free to us.  Problem solved.

Now it is time for the POA 
board to compare our fire depart-
ment budget with that of Alamosa’s 
and Saguache’s fire budget and 
make realistic changes.

Claudia B. Wolfe

Toward relevancy
Dear Editor and Community: 
On March 5, and at a rate of 

nearly 2 to 1, the voters supported the 
basic concept of an Emergency Ser-
vices District by voting No to the Cre-
stone Emergency Services District’s 
(CrESD)  dissolution.  The district’s 
board of directors deeply appreciates 
what amounts to a significant expres-
sion of support for the emergency ser-
vices volunteers.  Although the sup-
port is gratifying and an impressive 
mandate, the district currently has 
no ability to become operational and 
implement the reasons that a dis-
trict was proposed in the first place, 
namely: 

· Solves the fire and ambulance 
liability problem of the Baca Grande 
Property Owners Association (POA) 
and its members.

· Provides the protection of gov-
ernmental immunity to both the new 
fire district and its employees and 
volunteers.

 · Provides communication con-
solidation and training compatibility 
with other emergency service provid-
ers within the region leading to po-
tentially quicker and more effective 
emergency responses.

 · Provides a local public board 
whose only focus is upon the safety of 
the people and their property.

· Provides for management ac-
cording to Colorado law instead of 
POA by-laws.

· Is able to participate in inter-
governmental agreements of mutual 
aid with other fire protection districts.

· Provides local control of costs.  
Only voters can increase the mill levy, 
whereas the 5-member board of the 
POA sets the Baca Grande dues.

· Most importantly, the district 
could provide emergency services in 
the areas currently without fire pro-
tection, and it has the near unani-
mous support of the emergency vol-
unteers.

The CrESD board had its first 
meeting post-election on Thursday, 
March 14, and the main topic on 
the table was “Where do we go from 
here?”  With no revenue stream ex-
cept donations and a sales tax grant, 
CrESD, for the past year, could only 
pay to oppose a law suit filed by the 
opposition, and pay for elections, in-
cluding, the Dissolution Election.  In 
order to function, CrESD must be 
able to afford, at a minimum, legal 
representation and liability insur-
ance.  We propose to go back to the 
beginning, review and analyze the 
original service plan and proposed 
budget, and to seek funding from the 
areas currently without fire protec-
tion.  In those areas, there has been 
some interest in establishing the in-
frastructure to ensure minimal fire 
protection.

We will be meeting on the 2nd 
Thursday of every month to review 
our charter, and to seek interim fund-
ing.  We welcome the community to 
help us achieve relevancy, and, finally 
become operational.

Board of Directors,
Crestone Fire Protection Dis-

trict, dba Crestone Emergency Ser-
vices District

Constructive 
participation besought

To the voting majority,
 I’m taking this moment to ex-

press my gratitude and that of the 
fire department volunteers for your 
decision on March 5 to retain the 
Crestone Emergency Services Dis-
trict. By a two-to-one margin, we 
have chosen wisely to maintain a 
viable option for resolving very real 
challenges that our community in 
triplicate faces in the provision of 
emergency services. The definitive 
decision from our public has given 
our emergency service personnel a 
clear indication of support for more 
unified and effective services.

I can honestly say that we are 
seeing the benefits of this decision al-
ready. Foremost, I witnessed healing 
occur between the community mem-
bers and the volunteers on election 
day. The face-to-face interactions at 
the intersection were full of camara-
derie, good will, smiles and thumbs 
up from both sides. Having been the 
target of misinformation for so long, 
it had become challenging for us as 
responders not to attribute the nega-
tive input we were receiving to our 
community. You have shown us bet-
ter and I hold, for the wellbeing of 
our community, that the actions of 
a vocal few should never again ren-
der the rest of us into a role of the 
dumb (mute) public. Our best means 
of moving forward is to do so with 
openness, honesty and candor. The 
district, our emergency services, and 
emergency responders uphold these 
values and beseech our public to con-
tinue to participate constructively. 

Although the district is unable, 
without funding, to become opera-
tional at this time, collaborative ef-
forts for improving public safety are 
being investigated. I hope that the 
district can participate and assist 
with the efforts of the currently oper-
ating services to improve interoper-
ability and provide a forum for pub-

lic education and interaction. Please 
keep an eye open for informational 
meetings and opportunities in the 
coming months. 

In the face of a daunting wild-
fire season, it is a critical time to put 
aside divisive politics and focus on 
basic preservation measures neces-
sary for all of us living in an ecosys-
tem prone to catastrophic wildfires. 
Please, access our knowledge to 
educate yourselves about home de-
fensible space, emergency prepared-
ness kits, and your personal evacua-
tion procedures. We will continue to 
serve as we can, so thank you again 
for voting to retain a valuable com-
munity service organization and 
re-vitalizing the hearts and souls of 
those already serving. 

Ever in service,
Chief Brack

A time for red tape
Dear Editor,
No matter how one feels about 

assault weapons, high capacity 
magazines, and such, I believe every 
person who deals with reality and 
rational thought is in favor of not 
allowing convicted felons and the 
dangerously mentally ill to continue 
purchasing firearms. As it stands 
now there is no federal requirement, 
nor any in many states as well, that 
a background check be made at gun 
shows and for individual sales. Only 
federally licensed firearms dealers 
are required to conduct such checks. 

I could easily sell my guns to 
my new neighbor, not knowing his 
background. He could have just been 
released from prison after complet-
ing a sentence for murder and there 
is no requirement for me to find that 
out before I accept his cash.

It is easy to find all kinds of 
statistics—misleading quite often—
from all sides of the argument; but 
if required universal background 
checks saved but one life, would they 
not be worth it?

I just got off the phone with 
the office of our representative in 
Washington D.C., Scott Tipton, and 
was told in no uncertain terms that 
Mr. Tipton does not support requir-
ing universal background checks 
because they would create too much 
red tape for legitimate transactions. 

At times red tape saves lives 
and in those situations it needs to be 
created.

Please contact Mr. Tipton’s of-
fice and let him know that in this 
case a little red tape makes for com-
mon sense.

Tom McMurray
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Dear Curt & Bernadette

Thank You
for all your years of 

service to our community.  
For giving so much to us 

all.  For your support, 
your laughter, your sage 
advice, and help to those 
in need.  Thank you for 

being there.

With love & appreciation
from your customers, 
friends, & neighbors

mailto:jmarold@gmail.com
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by Alder Lakish
Three people were seriously 

injured and transported to the hos-
pital on March 19 in an incident 
caused by a loose dog.

On Tuesday afternoon March 
19, three Crestone/Baca residents, 
all experienced horseback riders, 
went for a trail ride in the area 
near the Baca horse stables. One of 
the riders said they were riding on 
the gravel road when a large black 
dog suddenly ran out at the riders. 
Despite their efforts to prevent the 
horses from panicking, all three 
horses spun and ran, throwing their 
riders with significant force into the 
rocks and gravel.  

All three individuals sustained 
significant injuries and were trans-
ported by ambulances to Alamosa. 
Two of the injured riders were treat-
ed for injuries and released. The 

third suffered serious head trauma 
and was flown to Denver for treat-
ment.  This person has since been 
released from the hospital and is 
home recovering. 

This incident was reported to 
the Sagauche County Sheriff ’s office.

Baca Grande covenants and 
restrictions state in Article XI, Sec-
tion 11.7(a), “ Dogs are not allowed 
off their owners’ lots unless they are 
under their owners’ control.” Town 
of Crestone regulations are similar 
in wording.

Both in the Baca and in Cre-
stone, it is never allowed for dogs 
to run loose in public areas without 
owners being directly present and 
in direct control of animals.

The importance of keeping dogs 
on a leash or on your private proper-
ty is illustrated clearly by the events 
on March 19. Even if you think your 
dog is friendly and harmless, it may 
still follow its natural instincts when 
it sees wildlife or horses. Owners 
whose loose dogs cause injury could 
be held liable for the medical costs of 
injured parties. If dogs are chasing 
or harming wildlife, owners can be 
fined by the Division of Wildlife. 

There have been many com-
plaints in Crestone and the Baca of 
loose dogs chasing wildlife,  horses, 
barking or being aggressive towards 
people.  Children are especially vul-
nerable to aggressive dogs. For your 
own safety, as well as that of our 
community, please keep your dog on 
a leash, or penned, and encourage 
your friends to do the same.

Loose dog causes serious riding 
accident, 3 people injured

Measure to dissolve CrESD defeated
In a strong show of support for the Crestone Emergency Services Dis-

trict, at the March 5 special election, voters decided against dissolving the 
district. After 11 provisional votes were vetted, the final vote was 404 NO 
and 215 YES.    Two provisional votes were not counted.

The Crestone Emergency Services District was formed to unite the 
Baca Grande and Crestone Fire Departments as well as the Crestone Baca 
Ambulance Service and Search and Rescue. The mil levy to fund this dis-
trict (CrESD) was defeated by a 2-vote margin last year. Private citizens 
petitioned to have an election to dissolve the district. In a vote of confidence 
for CrESD, this measure was soundly defeated by a 2-to-1 vote.

Sixty-five percent of the vote overall was in favor of the district.  That 
percentage is up from the 52% that was pro-Crestone Emergency Services 
District in the initial formation vote.  Of the local walk-in vote, 73% of the 
voters voted to keep the district.

Several Crestone/Baca residents have reported seeing fresh bear 
tracks during March.  Bears are now emerging from hibernation and are 
coming out hungry.  Everyone is asked to take bear precautions: don’t put 
trash out until the morning of pickup, take down bird feeders, don’t feed 
your pets outside or leave food in your car. Close your windows at night and 
make sure livestock are kept in secure bear-proof pens. If bears find food 
at your home or business they will be back—again and again!  Time again 
to be very bear aware!

Fire district supporters encouraged voters to “vote no” on dissolving the Crestone Emer-
gency Services District.          photo by Lori A. Nagel 

TM

Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

Mark June 11 on Your Calendar!
An all new format, in a new location!

Plan to attend SLVREC’s 2013 Annual Meeting to learn more 
about your electric cooperative in a new, streamlined meeting 
format. 

Location: Carson Auditorium 
Adams State University Student Union Building

June 11, registration starting at 6 pm
Visit www.adams.edu/about/location.php  
for a map to the Student Union Building

A light snack will be served. Door prizes, including an iPad, iPods, bill 
credits, half beef and half a pig will be awarded. Additionally, a drawing 
will be held among all members who return election ballots and a special 
drawing will be held for digital Newsboy subscribers. Members need not 
be present to win in either of these drawings. Keep an eye on SLVREC’s 
newsletter, the Newsboy to learn more about the 2013 Annual Meeting!

719-852-3538
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO  81144

www.slvrec.com
power@slvrec.com

The bears are back!

in historic downtown Salida              135 F Street

a place to gather, to browse, to explore, 

to reach out, to find great literature and good reads

In celebration of
National Poetry Month, 

The Book Haven will present

Poetry For Every Ear
a poetry reading

Thursday, April 4, at 7pm
Free and open to the public!

The Unique Connection
Spiritual Healing & Counseling, Philippine Psychic

Surgery, Alchemical Hypnotherapy, Polarity Therapy
Rev. Sophia Tiers, B.A.; C.H.T.

Meditations ~ Root Link Journey
719.256.5825  

sophia.tiers@gmail.com

Attend our meeting Tuesday, April 9th at 7pm, at the Topping house, 33 Sunset Overlook (first left 
past the Century 21 office).  Call Wayne at 256.4247 for directions/information.

Crestone End of Life Project
Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment
Call 588-7415 or 256-4576 for information/materials

L isten to  peop le ’ s  stor ie s  .  .  .  they cou ld  a l l  be  ent i t l ed  “Why I 
Cannot  Be  at  Peace  Now.”  The  ego  doe sn’t  know that your  on ly 

opportun it y  for  be ing  at  peace  IS  now.   -  Eckhart  To l l e 

Visit us at: www.crestone-end-of-life.org  •  email: crestoneendoflifeproject@yahoo.com

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

Visiting Crestone?

Get 
full of gas

before 
coming to town
[The gas station is 
temporarily closed]

FACTS:
Mother’s Day is next month.

Your mother reads The Cre-
stone Eagle, cover to cover.

Your mother will feel un-
appreceited, unloved and 
un-famous if you don’t Call 
Dee right now to get a Moth-
er’s Day greeting in next 
month’s issue! (256-4956)

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestone-end-of-life.org
mailto:crestoneendoflifeproject@yahoo.com
http://www.adams.edu/about/location.php
http://www.slvrec.com
mailto:power@slvrec.com
mailto:sophia.tiers@gmail.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
 For all those looking forward to 

Free Dump Day, which usually occurs 
around Earth Day, please be patient. 
Because the state is still reviewing re-
quirements for the Saguache County 
Landfill, a new pit has not yet opened 
and space is very limited. Randal 
Arredondo, Road and Bridge Super-
visor, who is in charge of the landfill, 
will schedule another weekend once 
the new pit is complete. 

 Free Dump Day has become 
an Earth Day tradition in Saguache 
County because commissioners have 
observed that allowing citizens to 
bring their non-household items to the 
dump for free one day a year reduces 
illegal and unsightly dumping around 
the county. Old appliances, construc-
tion debris, that old couch that’s been 
sitting around–all these are candi-
dates. Regular household trash is not. 
Please watch The Crestone Eagle for 
further announcements.

 Saguache County, like most ar-
eas of the state, has much lower mois-
ture levels than normal for this time 
of year.  The commissioners, Sheriff 
Mike Norris (the county’s chief fire of-
ficer), and National Forest and BLM 
personnel have agreed to coordinate 
their efforts regarding fire bans for 
2013. Often the public lands officials 
have wetter conditions on the forest 
than exist at lower altitudes, so they 
will not declare a fire ban at the same 
time as counties. This has caused con-
fusion in the past. With conditions as 
volatile as is expected for the coming 
season, all officials agreed that con-
sistency is needed. They will discuss 
the matter on April 9.

Assessments
 The assessor’s office is a busy 

place, with state personnel continu-
ing to direct the re-assessment, but 
with Saguache County Assessor Jac-
queline Stephens providing the local 
context. Peter Peterson is now also 
inputting data into the state system, 
and it is anticipated he will move to 
full time for Saguache County in the 
near future. Having only one person 
who could enter data into the state 
system has slowed the process in the 
past. The state representative, Curtis 
Belcher, stated that, “Jackie has been 
as supportive as she possibly can be.” 
To date 3782 properties have been in-
spected, with approximately 5000 to 
go. Many of these are empty lots that 
can be inspected by aerial photos, but 
approximately 1000 will require on-
the-ground visits. The expected date 
of completion is now May 1.

 Many homeowners are now re-
ceiving their new assessments. If there 
was a home on the property that was 
not previously assessed, or that was 
assessed at a much lower value than 
it should have been, homeowners are 
finding themselves with a large bill 
for back taxes. That is because the 
county must collect for the last two 
years, whether or not they wish too. 
This is a state mandate. Therefore, 
taxes are being collected for 2011 and 
2012 as well as 2013. The Saguache 
County Treasurer, Connie Trujillo, 
has agreed to set up a payment plan 

for anyone facing multiple years of 
taxes. If you receive such a tax bill, or 

any tax bill that is confusing, please 
call the assessor or treasurer to 
discuss payment. Non-payment 

will result in foreclosure. Bills 
should return to normal in 

2014.
 An appeals 

process is in place. Ac-
cording to the Special 
Notice of Valuation that is 

being sent to owners, “If you 
disagree with the Assessor’s determi-
nation regarding your value or if you 
do not receive a Notice of Determina-
tion from the Assessor, you must file 
an abatement petition with the As-
sessor.  The Assessor will make rec-
ommendation to the Board of County 
Commissioners, and the board will 
conduct a hearing on the petition.”

Security
 There are local implications for 

the school killing in Connecticut and 
on the front range of Colorado. Sheriff 
Mike Norris presented some sugges-
tions for improving Saguache County 
Court House security, including block-
ing of the back door to the court house 
and having a security guard on duty 
at all times. He also recommended a 
metal detector or X-ray machine be 
installed by the one door that would 
remain in use, and suggested requir-
ing patrons to deposit any knives and 
sharp objects in a tray for the dura-
tion of their visit, similar to the re-
quirements in place in airports. This 
is a first introduction to the topic and 
discussion will continue.

SolarReserve
 Adam Green of SolarReserve 

is asking local government officials, 
including Saguache County Commis-
sioners, to write letters of support for 
the power-tower project that was ap-
proved by commissioners last year. In 
a phone conference, commissioners 
agreed to write such a letter to Gov. 
Hickenlooper encouraging him to tell 
the Public Utilities Commission to 
urge Xcel to contract to buy the power. 

Eye on the county: An open 
letter from commissioners

 “A few citizens, have expressed 
interest in the topic of the form of 
Commissioner meeting minutes, 
which began a discussion on the 
broader issues of providing good pub-
lic information in all the ways the 
County does: through various County 
offices, on the website, and now in 
open letters to the papers on such top-
ics of community interest.

 “The Board of County Commis-
sioners is in the process of working 
through all of the concerns that have 
been expressed to them about the re-
cording of Commissioners’ meetings. 
The Board and staff are engaging in a 
review of what information the public 
is most interested in, and will direct 
priority attention to improvements 
most effectively. As reported in the 
Commissioners meeting minutes of 
March 10, 2013:

• “Clerk Gomez’s draft of new 
Agenda and Minutes format was dis-

tributed for comments and test imple-
mentation in March.” 

• “Clerk Gomez and Attorney 
Ben Gibbons are discussing written 
policy clarifications for Open Records 
and public access of information.”

• “County Administration and 
Land Use are expanding the download-
able financial and permit documents.”

• “The Eye on the County let-
ter is a place to share a bit more of 
this background work, which takes 
place between meetings, with a much 
broader audience.”

 The report continues with infor-
mation on the updates to the website 
and web communication, including a 
list serve for all commissioner com-
munications. It also lists the appoint-
ments of commissioners to state and 
local committee appointments.  
Commissioners invite, “If you have 
any questions or comments in any 
of these areas of our County/Valley/
State work on behalf of Saguache 
County, please contact us!  Call 719 
655-2231, or, see County website at: 
saguachecounty.net/index.php/de-
partments/commissioners”. 

Commissioner Jason Anderson 
reports that he is holding office hours 
on Mondays at the court house, to 
give residents an opportunity to dis-
cuss issues they may have that relate 
to the county. Please email Jason for 
times at commissioners@saguache-
county-co.gov.

Public health 
 As reported in February, the 

Public Health Department, headed 
by Della Vieira, applied for and re-
ceived a large grant from the Robert 
Wood Johnson Foundation to research 
public health issues in rural areas 
and develop and implement solutions. 
The grant from RWJF will help Sa-
guache County, working with other 
valley counties, to develop ways to 
implement Environmental Health 
programs. This grant also allows de-
partments to meet with other grant-
ees around the country to exchange 
strategies and learn from one another. 

 Kimberly Bryant, who has 
worked with the county in the field of 
emergency management for several 
years, has been hired to coordinate the 
program. She will be meeting with oth-
er departments around the valley and 
the nation, as well as developing web 
opportunities, to improve understand-
ing of environmental health issues. 

 Julie Mach is the new ScSEED 
Coordinator, taking Kim Smoyer’s po-
sition when she moved on to other op-
portunities. Julie is also the Coordina-
tor of Southwest Conservation Corp. 
For many years, SWCC has provided 
employment opportunities to youth in 
the valley. There are two programs: 
The first offers day employment to 
youth 14 to 18, who work Mon.-Fri. on 
conservation programs in the county. 
This program is in coordination with 
the Saguache County Road and Bridge 
Department. Youth receive a salary 
for their work. The Second program is 
for youth 15 to 25, and is a camping 
crew that spends 2 to 5 months work-

ing with public lands projects, such 
as trail-building and campground up-
grades. Both are great opportunities 
for young people. Look for announce-
ments in local media.

 Eric Karlstrom presented an 
appeal to commissioners to require 
the lot owner to un-block the con-
tested utility easement sometimes 
known as Tranquil Way Bypass, that 
connects Tranquil Way with the Old 
Mine Road. This way is contested by 
the owners of the lot across which it 
passes. Owners have blocked the way 
with rocks and put up a gate to keep 
cars from going through to the Mine 
Road, Cottonwood Creek Trail, and 
the Stupa. This contested way has 
been the subject of several meetings 
over the last few months. Commis-
sioners agreed to look further at the 
issue, and see if any records exist to 
support any of the claims made by 
Karlstrom. He cited CRS 432-201, 
Sag. Co. Resolution 96G7, and CRS 
30-28-110 as relevant to his claim. 

Commissioner appointments 
 Each commissioner serves on 

many others local and state boards, 
task forces and committees. Jason 
Anderson represents Saguache Coun-
ty on:  America’s Great Outdoors/SLV 
Trails Coalition; Courthouse Security 
Team; Saguache County Prevention 
Partners; Tourism Council Liaison. 
Jason also represents Saguache 
County in the statewide commission-
ers’ forum for legislative issues, the 
Colorado Counties, Inc. Legislative 
Committee, meeting monthly in Den-
ver when legislators are in session. 
In March, Jason applied for appoint-
ment to the BLM Front Range Re-
source Advisory Committee, and was 
appointed as Commissioner Liaison 
for Solar Reserve.

 Commissioner Ken Anderson 
is serving on: the SLV Development 
Resource Group (DRG) Board; SLV 
Regional Transportation Commission 
/ STAC Committee; South Central 
Senior citizens liaison; Willow Fly-
catcher/Yellow Billed Cuckoo Habitat 
Conservation Plan Steering Commit-
tee. Ken continues with the many ag-
riculture and water-related boards he 
serves, such as: Rocky Mt. Farmer’s 
Union and CO Ag Water Alliance.

 Commissioner Linda Joseph, 
BOCC Chair, serves on: the Gunnison 
Sage Grouse Strategic Conservation 
Committee, with alternate Elinor 
Laurie; Carepoint Board (Valley Com-
missioners appointment); SLV All 
Hazards; Housing Authority (Chair); 
Local Board of Health (Chair); SLV 
Council of Governments (COG), Ex-
ecutive Board; SLV Regional Emer-
gency & Trauma Advisory Council 
(RETAC); County Designated Health 
Officer/County Quarantine Officer; 
State Health Department designee; 
Tourism Council Liaison; Veterans 
Task Force (Valley Commissioners/
Valley Veterans); State Emergency 
Medical & Trauma Advisory Council 
(SEMTAC, Governor appointed).

 Thanks to commissioners for all 
the work they do for county citizens. 

Saguache 
  County 
   News

mailto:commissioners@saguache-county-co.gov
mailto:commissioners@saguache-county-co.gov
mailto:commissioners@saguache-county-co.gov
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by Cindy Reinhardt for the 
BGWSD Board & Staff
Pursuing the acquisition of 

water rights from the US Depart-
ment of Fish & Wildlife and kick-
ing off planning for a multi-year 
water conservation plan were the 
highlights of the March BGWSD 
board meeting.

Directors Kyle Grote and 
Martin Macaulay, along with water 
attorney Marcus Lock and water 
resources engineer Eric Harmon, 
met with Fish & Wildlife officials 
on March 13 to continue negotia-
tions and outline the next steps in 
the process of determining the fea-
sibility of the district’s purchase of 
water rights. The process, which 
seemed stalled for several months, 
appears to be back on track, and it 

seems possible that a contract that 
serves the best interests of the dis-
trict can be finalized this year.

The board also heard prelimi-
nary reports from engineer Brad 
Simons, District Manager AJ Beck-
man, and General Manager Steven 
Harrell on one of the district’s top 
priorities, a water conservation 
plan to address loss of water and 
maintenance needs in the water 
distribution system. Key compo-
nents of the plan are the develop-
ment of a hydraulic model, leak 
detection and correction, and me-
ter replacement. The district hopes 
to receive grant funds for much of 
the project and an application for a 
planning grant has been submitted 
to the Colorado Department of Lo-
cal Affairs.

Water rights acquisition & water 
conservation project top Baca Water 
& San District’s March board agenda

by Leanna Bradbury,
Deputy Clerk 
Downtown Development 

contracts awarded
The second phase of Cre-

stone’s Downtown Development 
will expand on last year’s work by 
the Refining the Vision Committee 
that developed a concept of how 
we, as a community, would like 
our downtown area to look and 
function. This year public meet-
ings will be held for community 
members’ input on details such as 
what kind of sidewalks and path-
ways, benches, lighting, plant-
ings, community art, drainage, 
and landscape characteristics we 
would like. Last month the Town 
Trustees awarded a design de-
velopment contract to Architect 
Burt Wadman for $26,500. Five 
highly qualified proposals for de-
sign development had been sub-
mitted. The Trustees especially 
liked Burt’s emphasis on use of 
local labor, local materials, and lo-
cally made amenities such as park 
benches. SGM, Inc. was awarded 
the companion downtown survey 

contract for $6,040. The design 
contract also includes estimations 
of construction costs and sufficient 
details to enable the town to seek 
major funding for construction.  
Funding for this year’s contracts 
has been provided by a Colorado 
Department of Local Affairs plan-
ning grant, a Saguache County 
sales tax grant and Town match-
ing funds. 

Carmin Teeple rejoins 
planning commission

Mayor Kairina Danforth has 
appointed Carmin Teeple as an Al-
ternate Planning Commissioner. 
Carmin previously served on the 
Planning Commission, and did 
photography and research on pro-
jects such as revising signage reg-
ulations and developing downtown 
parking. She resigned in 2010 to 
volunteer for the Crestone Histori-
cal Museum, and is now welcomed 
back. Current planning commis-
sioners are Chair Cristina Cabeza, 
Vice-chair Renée Hill, Kairina 
Danforth, Lonny Roth and Russell 
Preister.

Bridge Warning: Town Manager Akai Tamara has announced that 
the Alder Street bridge in Crestone has been closed to pedestrian traffic 
due to a troll taking up residence underneath it.  It is safe for cars to cross 
the bridge, but it is not recommended for pedestrians, especially children.  
The troll was discovered after two billy goats disappeared from that neigh-
borhood and strange noises were heard by Jim Hollmar.  Pedestrians are 
asked to please use the Cottonwood St. bridge instead until the troll can be 
relocated by the Colorado Division of Wildlife.

Seren (foreground), Monet (in creekbed) and Merry Marion tempt fate 
while trying to catch a glimpse of the troll.

The Bliss Café   
Pizzeria, Bistro & Gift Shop

NOW OPEN
FOR

BREAKFAST!
Make dinner easy - Grab dinner or Pizza to Go!!

Open 7 days a week from 8am-10pm 
Serving food until 9:00  256-6400

As You Go About Your Day, Please Remember . . .

Support 

Crestone Youth Plaza

By Shopping At The

CYP THRIFT STORE
On the corner of Alder & Galena

(719) 256-5500

The Ripples You Create Today

 Bring About the Changes for Tomorrow

              N A O M I  L A K E  
 for CONSCIOUS HEALTH

naomi@naomilake.com ~  www.naomilake.com

Crestone
719 937-7803

Santa Fe
505 982-1183‘the door is round and open..don’t go back to sleep’  ~ Rumi

• 200 hour Yoga Alliance Teacher Training Certification
• flexible hours ~ can work around your schedule

• affordable
• 2 years experience leading Teacher Trainings with over 20 successful graduates

• here in Crestone
Chris and Carolina Sartain - ERYT

carolinasartain@gmail.com • 706.429.4781 • 404.202.9652

CRESTONE YOGA INSTITUTE

Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 7 pm  *  Sun. 8 am - 6 pm

Telephone:  719-655-2616

616 Gunnison St.,  Saguache, CO  81149

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:naomi@naomilake.com
http://www.naomilake.com
mailto:carolinasartain@gmail.com
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by Sandia Belgrade
During the March work ses-

sion, Administrative Assistant Bar-
bara Bateman discussed the process 
by which the Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association is actively try-
ing to recoup overdue balances on 
assessment fees (POA membership 
dues). The report revealed that a 
huge amount of fees are past due, 
some on several properties by the 
same owner. A staggering total of 
$679,000 of indebtedness is owed the 
POA, so the need to pursue collection 
and reduce this debt is paramount. 

Assessments & late fee process  
The association sends out no-

tices to all property owners stating 
the fees and the dates due. Many 
homeowners send payments on 
time. Some mailings come back un-
deliverable, however. The office tri-
ple checks for new addresses using 
several means: the phone book, the 
internet, and the County Assessor to 
determine a correct address. A non-
threatening second letter goes out 
saying that the POA has obtained 

their new address and letting them 
know there’s an amount due that is 
delinquent. Debt is being incurred 
not only by individual homeowners, 
but  also by some companies who 
owe on their  lots. Homeowners’ as-
sociations are usually third in line to 
receive payment (after federal/state 
taxes, the bank, the county asses-
sor). The  time that the staff spends  
researching and following up, as well 
as the lawyers’ fees, can be costly.  
The POA tries to avoid spending 
money; however, finding people can 
result in many thousands gener-
ated for the association considering 
the long list of accounts receivable. 
Some board members questioned 
the value of going after foreclosures, 
and if it is more expensive than it is 
worth. However, most felt reducing 
the $679,000 is in the interest of all. 
Association fees that are collected 
from each owner cover operating and 
maintenance expenses,  and finance 
amenities. Non-payment has conse-
quences. If attorneys must be used to 
collect money past due, their fee goes 
on the resident’s own account.

Bateman stressed that a pay-
ment plan is available for those in 
arrears which is typically reasonable 
and resident-friendly. It should be 
noted that use of a payment plan has 
been very productive for all parties. 
Please see details  in the side bar.

EAC review of violation 
process

If the Environmental and Ar-
chitectural Committee receives  a 
complaint from a neighbor, the POA 
goes to the site, takes a picture and 

records the statement of the person 
who is making the complaint.  POA 
staff does not go onto the property 
and they keep names confidential. 
After the first visit, Bateman sends a 
nice letter with a response from man-
ager Lonnie Nichols. After notifying 
the resident, Barb makes a site visit 
and Nichols receives a report. The 
resident has 20 days to reply. If there 
is no response, the POA checks to see 
if the violation is still occurring and 
takes another picture. After the 2nd 
letter the matter comes before the 
board and a hearing is scheduled. 
There’s a period of 21 days after the 
2nd letter and before a hearing. The 
hearing panel right now is made up 
of just board members because no 
residents have stepped forward to 
participate.

Many violations are settled be-
fore a hearing because the resident 
has made peace with the neighbors. 
The board is aware that residents 
have complained that hearings need 
to be done in a more timely fashion. 
Presently, about 4 or 5 violations 
have piled up and the board will 
set a date for a hearing perhaps as 
early the 3rd week in April. Manager 
Nichols will put out an email, post 
it on the website, and put it into the 
news letter.

Financial report
Nichol’s had several action 

items including a financial update on 
reserves, CD’s, and notes. A money 
market account will be rolled over 
into a CD. They noted that Alamosa 
State bank allows the POA to put $$ 
in and out without penalty. Nichols 
recommended moving $55,000 to 
reserves. He will put in a proposal 
to the board to shift accounts in the 
most fiscally prudent way.

Attorney status
Because a group of citizens 

has brought a lawsuit against three 
members of the prior POA board 
regarding the conducting of the 
November, 2012 election of direc-
tors, the board voted at a previous 
meeting to get a second opinion on 
whether it is proceeding correctly 
regarding article XIII of the Bylaws 
of the Association. Nichols contacted 
several lawyers who charge about 
the same rate, although some don’t 
charge for initial information giv-
en over the phone. As background 
to this item, three members of the 
board didn’t agree with Bob Garnet 
and Diana Moats about the interpre-
tation of Article XIII, and whether 
the POA’s insurance would cover the 
suit. The majority of the board had 
asked for a second opinion, which 
will cost about $1,000. However, Di-
rector Russell Schreiber said that 
going forward with this expenditure 
would be like gambling with the as-
sociation’s money. Nichols agreed to 
bring the proposal to the board at the 
March business meeting.

Schreiber also gave an update 
on the election task force. They are 
diligently going through the voting 
guidelines, offering rewording and 
specific timelines when each step 
needs to be done, so the process runs 
easily. They’re focusing on the nomi-
nation process for the next meeting 
since that’s what happens first.

Maintenance
Several maintenance projects 

are being undertaken, especially 
now that warmer weather is ap-

proaching. The entry to the POA will 
have wood chips. A new POA sign is 
being constructed, and the idea is to 
have a consistent signage theme. In-
sulation  will be added to the POA 
maintenance building to provide 
more R value. Improvements in Ca-
sita Park include estimates to put 
grasses around the volleyball court 
and railroad ties in the island. In all 
these areas the board is seeking low 
costs and maintenance with environ-
mentally appropriate materials. The 
board will seek input from residents.

Leases
The board reviewed the leases. 

They noted that without the golf 
course watering expenses, the POA 
would be $1,000 in the black each  
month. The lease for Just B, the 
Yak N Cracker, is not covering wa-
ter expenses. There are also leases 
for the Kit Carson gun club, the sta-
bles, storage units, and the library 
(which is contemplating moving into 
town). The board debated whether 
there were 10 or 5 years maximum 
on leases. Schreiber suggested that 
POA Manager Nichols draw up a ge-
neric lease, leaving the details for a 
future discussion.

Yanni Drucker, owner of the 
building that the Crestone Charter 
School used for administration and 
classrooms for several years, has of-
fered to donate the building to YES, 
Youth Empowerment Solutions. 
However, the land it sits on belongs 
to the POA. The previous lease to 
the school for the land was for $100 
a year. Judie Rose, who represents 
YES, is seeking a two-year lease 
of the land at the same rate. They 
will use the building as a resource 
center for young people. There are 
still questions about what happens 
if YES vacates the building, or if the 
use changes from a non-profit to a 
profit-making activity. The board 
felt it needs a more detailed plan 
from the group, and is interested 
in a lease with stipulations. Direc-
tors recommended Rose bring more 
details or a lease template with the 
requested information.

The asset disposal policy
The board is developing an 

asset disposal policy to enable the 
POA to dispose of items it not longer 
needs.  An example of such items 
are the many old computers being 
stored. General discussion ensued 
as to whether the manager can au-
thorize approving the transfer of an 
asset worth $5,000, or whether that 
amount should be lowered to $2500 
before the manager would have to 
get board approval. What was em-
phasized was that the money from 
everything sold goes back into the 
association general fund.

Friendly payment 
plan available to 
members behind 
on dues

Baca residents, do you owe 
back dues and assessments to 
the POA? Many residents are 
not aware that the POA will of-
fer a resident friendly payment 
plan, no matter what the level of 
debt is. A payment plan can be 
flexible and if necessary can be 
a low amount agreed to by you 
and the association. To initiate 
a payment plan, please contact 
Administrative Assistant Barb 
Bateman at 256-4171.

POA tackling assessments, late fees, & finances 

The Crestone/Baca Planning Commission 
is mailing a master plan survey to all 

landowners, registered voters and box 
holders in the Crestone/Baca sub area.

We are conducting this survey in order to 
get updated information from everyone to 

update the survey we did in 2009.

Surveys are due back in the Saguache County 
Land Use Office by April 30, 2013.

You can mail your survey back to the Land 
Use Office or place them in the drop boxes 

that are located at:  

  ❒ Crestone Town Hall
  ❒ Baca Grande Property Owners Association
  ❒ Aventa Credit Union (Crestone Branch)
  ❒ Baca Library
  ❒ Crestone Post Office

                    Remember...
                          ...surveys are due April 30th!

☞ ☞

COLORMAX PAINTING

• 30 yrs. Serving Boulder/Crestone
• Free Estimates 
• Excellent References

CHRIS ARGENTA
256-5243
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Crestone has been dismayed 
with the closing of the landmark 
Kurt’s County Store—the longest 
operating business in Crestone.  
People have missed all the great or-
ganic food and products.  With the 
closing of the gas station, residents 
and visitors alike have also missed 
the gas pumps.  But changes are 
happening at the store and a whole 
new endeavor is underway that 
will not only bring the gas station 
back, but will create some unique 
healthy fun and recreation for Cre-
stone.

“As most of you know,” said 
Kurt, “we have been looking at 
our options on what to do with the 
store.  We could keep it, sell it, or do 

something different. It’s big, 
with lots of square footage, 

and could be remodeled into any 
number of things.”  After a visit 
to Arizona this past winter and an 
outing with their grandchildren to 
a roller skating rink, Kurt & Ber-
nadelle thought, “Hey, we could do 
this!”

So the idea for the “Crestone 
Gas & Glide” was born, and should 
be open this summer.  Kurt ex-
plained that when the freezers and 
coolers are removed, the space will 
be plenty big enough for a regula-
tion-size roller skating rink. “We 
need recreation in this town,” said 
Kurt “and indoor skating rinks are 
having a big comeback.” He pointed 
out that the wood floor in the store 
is perfect, and there’s already an 
open floor plan.   They are planning 
to have an all-organic concession 

stand, kids skates on the week-
ends, teen skates in the evenings 
with afternoon times for adults and 
seniors. “We’ll have music, invite 
local DJs to play, have contests, 
couple skates and family nights. 
We’re going to deck it out with la-
ser lights, a disco ball in the center 
and go with a retro 50’s decor.  It’ll 
be fun!”

Once the rink takes off, they 
said they would be able to reopen 
the gas station—hopefully in time 
for summer business.  

Both Kurt & Bernadelle were 
avid skaters in their younger years 
and took first place in the “Ad-
vanced Couples” category in the 
Southern California Disco Skate 
Out competition in 1972.

There is currently a popular 
roller rink in Salida that has its 
own roller derby team. Local derby 
fan and consultant Khris Boberack 
has volunteered to organize a Cre-
stone team‚ the “Dharma Brats”. 
Barry Monrow will be the skate 
master MC.

Advance memberships are 
available to help fund the project.

Kurt said that they have ap-
plied for recreation and business 
development grants.  They have 
already been approved for a men-
tal health grant. Which, Kurt says, 
they really need. They’ve also ap-
plied for grants from the Alzheim-
er Foundation, Michelle Obama’s 
Physical Fitness for Juvenile De-
linquents Foundation, and LEAP.

Surveys will be sent out to 
area residents and will also be 
available around town to see how 
much support there is for the Gas 
& Glide.  People are asked to reply 
in a timely fashion.  Janet and Kiz-
zen Laki Woodman have already 
purchased their family member-
ships, saying they wanted to get 
them before April Fool’s Day, be-
cause after that, they wouldn’t be 
valid—just like this fanciful story.  
However, they think it’s a great 
idea and would love to start prac-
ticing for the roller derby “Back-
wards Couples Skate.” 

(Thanks to our dear friends, 
for letting us pull their, and your 
rolling skating legs).

New organization comes to town, BGDO
There is yet another new organization in town, BGDO, or Be Good, Don’t Obnox, whose members are bound by 

kharma to work together and bring joy and happiness, whatever the cause. The group was re-created to undo some 
of the damage that had been done earlier in this life and in previous existances. 

“We’re turning over a new leaf. We wish to expend our efforts to bring harmony, stability and prosperity to our 
new community,” stated founders Abel and Felicity Worth on behalf of themselves and their followers.

BGDO recently moved to Crestone from a town (name withheld due to legal considerations) that, through their 
earlier raison d’etre, caused general discord and late night meetings.  After 3 years, the population of the town was 
so fed up with BGDO’s constant nay-saying, lack of a sense of humour and unwanted efforts to improve everybody 
and everything that everyone moved away. “Once we saw we were the only ones left, at first we were pleased with 
our handiwork,” said Felicity, with tears in her eyes. 

But once they realized that they were trapped in a realm spoken of in many spiritual traditions as a place that 
absorbs all light and gives none back, “We recognized our anger and ‘it’s all about me’ obsessions, and were released 
from this realm of suffering. We’ve seen the error of our ways. We’ve learned to love and laugh.” 

BGDO is holding an event at the Sanskrit Aquifer facility April 1 to introduce themselves to the community 
and to demonstrate their generous and helpful esprit de corps. This event will include an open dialogue, asking peo-
ple how BGDO can help and asking them how they feel.  They hope to elicit suggestions that might utilize the group 
members’ talents and resources.  Free refreshments will be available for a small fee.

Abel is considering using his extensive legal background to establish a pro-bono conflict resolution service for 
small businesses and non-profits and plans to volunteer with the fire department.  Felicity is currently establishing 
a fund that will provide scholarships for deserving students, free health insurance for anyone who needs it, round-
the-clock no-charge elder care, and gratis ice cream every Wednesday afternoon. 

Please attend the gathering to meet these folks and welcome them to our peaceful, “everyone gets along and 
works together just fine” community.

Crestone’s oldest business 
to become its newest
The ‘Gas & Glide’ a fun new endeavor

Call Anna Louise Stewart

7 1 9 . 2 5 6 . 5 3 2 4
annalouise55@gmail.com

• Ionized  • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!

only
$199.00

(+tax)

Water from the 
Heart of Nature

   Complex Stress Disorders

   PTSD

   Energetic Psychology

   Akashic Therapy

   Integral Therapy

   Individuals, Couples & Family Therapy

   Dream Theater Groups, Forgiveness Group & Other Groups

Insurance    Sliding scales    Scholarships

Phone: 719-937-7930   E-mail:  beliebter7@aol.com 

“Visualize the very best of yourself - the joy flowing in and out of you”

The Soothing Way

John Kadela, Ph.D. & Associates

THE CHIMNEY DOCTOR
Squeaky Clean

Trusted, reliable service 
in the Crestone area for 5 + years

Call Scott & Lynette Tieder to make an appointment today
(719) 256-5879

Crestone Gas & Glide 
Opening Soon!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:annalouise55@gmail.com
mailto:beliebter7@aol.com
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Local artist Stephen Futral’s 
works will be on display at the 
Shumei Gallery in Crestone for the 
month of April. A symposium with 
Stephen will be held on Sunday 
April 21 starting at 3pm. A recep-
tion will follow.

Stephen Futral’s journey in 
art is an interesting one. He states, 
“In the mid 60s I was painting 4-8 
foot overlay mandalas on disco-

theque walls and floors that would 
appear moving via strobe lights, 
along with designing light shows 
and a Utica Club beer commercial 
with photographer, Bert Stern.  It 
was also the time that I decaled a 
Rolls-Royce with artist Peter Max 

and in the early 70s I was as-
sistant art director for a new 
film student fresh out of NYU 
doing his first Hollywood 
film, Martin Scorsese.”

From jewelry to paint-
ing, Stephen’s work has been 
experimental. He has etched 
precious metals and com-
bined them with translucent 
plastic and used a medium 
called frisket as a resist to cre-
ate layers in his acrylics and 
applied that concept to his 
encaustics. Stephen moved 
fairly recently to Crestone, 
and established Firsthought 
Studios where he works and 
teaches Crestone Charter 
School children and offers 
workshops for the general 
public.

Come meet Stephen and 
learn more about his work on 
Sunday April 21, 3-5pm. This 
event is free to the public.  

Please visit www.shumeicrestone.
org or call 256-5284 for more infor-
mation. The Shumei gallery is open 
every day 9am to 5pm.

Painter Stephen Futral to be 
featured artist at Shumei for April, 
Symposium to be held April 21

Crestone Kaminari Taiko celebrates 
10 years, invites new members

This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Shumei Crestone Kami-
nari Taiko troupe. As we approach another spring of school performances 
and local concerts we find our member numbers have dwindled a bit over 
the winter. So we are inviting all who may be interested in learning more 
about these powerful drums to come join us for a new series of beginner 
and intermediate classes this spring. Those who begin practice this month 
may be eligible to play at the Crestone Music Fest in August.

Beginners play Tuesday evenings at 6:30pm in the Food Service 
building at Shumei. Intermediates are meeting Tuesday and Thursdays 
from 3-5pm. For more information please call Moira at 256-5990 or Shumei 
at 256-5285.

Looking forward to seeing you there !

Crestone Kaminari Taiko drummers.

Angelfish, watercolor by Stephen Futral

http://www.shumeicrestone
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Scott and Shanti Medina will 
offer an evening of ecstatic devo-
tional chanting—“Kirtan”—in Cre-
stone on Thursday, April 25 at 7 pm 
at The Enchanted Forest.  The night 
begins with meditation and silence, 
from which the chants slowly build 
speed, often culminating in ecstatic 
dancing, clapping and singing.  Eli-
anna Krakauer will be supporting 
on percussion.  The evening is open 
to all—no experience is necessary.

Scott and Shanti are a dy-
namic husband/wife duo from 
Boulder, CO.  Scott has been lead-
ing kirtan for the past 12 years, 
chanting with thousands of people 
and recording 3 CDs of original 
chants during that time.  Shanti 
is a yoga therapist and personal 
trainer/wellness coach.  She is the 
creator of Body Current™ healing 
modality, supporting her clients in 
releasing trauma and chronic pain 
through their own innate wisdom, 
specific mindfulness techniques 
and authentic movement exercises.  

Shanti is also on the teaching staff 
for both 200 and 500hr Yoga Alli-
ance yoga teacher trainings, and 
serves on the faculty of the Neuros-
culpting® Institute in Boulder, CO. 
Together they share their love of 
kirtan across the Front Range and 
beyond, including their extremely 
popular StarHouse Kirtans in the 
foothills outside of Boulder.  They 
also share their YogaKirtan Infu-
sion™ workshops at variety of stu-
dios and festivals around the globe.  
Eight years ago they founded and 
created the Rocky Mountain Kirtan 
Summit, an annual festival bring-
ing together a dozen local leaders 
of devotional chanting for a high 
energy collaboration in the Front 
Range area.  Please join them for a 
spirited evening of kirtan chanting 
in Crestone!  You can find out more 
about Shanti and Scott at www.En-
ergizeShanti.com.

For directions or more infor-
mation, call Elianna at 303-589-
0418.

Kirtan with Scott & Shanti Medina April 25

Spring it home!. . . and other news 
from the Crestone Artisans Gallery

by Patrick Moore
Welcome spring into your life, 

spirit and home with a visit to the 
Crestone Artisans’ Gallery! This 
month we feature new beautiful, 
moving works of art inspired by the 
spirit of rebirth, new growth and 
beauty of spring. And if something 
in the gallery really moves you, 
bring that touch of spring home.

Featured artists
Jo Anne Kiser  is a watercolor 

painter of extraordinary talent. She 
has painted here in the valley for 
over ten years. Her sublime natural 
landscapes are gorgeous, moving 
and yet gentle to the senses. They 

elicit soulful memories of solitary 
walks among the quiet beauty here 
in the valley. She uses subtle tones 
of greens, blues, browns, yellows, 
rose and sand with expert water-
color technique in images which 
convey the gentle, embracing ter-
rain and foliage all around us.

Some of Jo Ann’s recent paint-
ings currently in the gallery of spe-
cial note include her Chamisa Riot, 
a stunning landscape with spring 
flowers in bright gold and rose sand 
tones, evergreen trees, rolling light 
brown hills, blue mountains and vi-

brant blue sky; Ancient One, an en-
dearing portrait of an ancient piñon 
in exquisite detail; and finally, 
Spanish Creek Wetland, is an awe-
some panoramic landscape encom-
passing marshes, fields, dry hills, 
trees, blue-hued mountains and a 
cloud-filled sky. You will immediate-
ly recognize it as a loving rendition 
of our home here in the valley. It’s 
wonderful!

Jodi Price is a well recognized 
stained glass artist here in Cre-
stone with a unique ability; she is 
able to convey her beautiful, kind, 
generous and positive personality 
in her completely abstract works of 
stained glass art. I don’t think I’ve 
ever seen an artist, in any medium, 
able to convey his or her personality 
in their art as well as Jodi does. 

Jodi uses whimsical motifs of 
her own unique style and person-
ality, yet some reminiscent  of Piet 
Mondrain’s strong graphic lines, 
Gustav Klimt’s rich free-hand 
shapes and Alexander Calder’s un-
definable  shapes cast into space, 
made famous by his mobiles. She 
uses colored and textured glass, 
antique “water” glass, milk glass 
and many types of handmade glass 
which convey a richness of texture 
and depth. Most pieces contain bev-
eled glass and other cuts to enhance 
light capture. Jodi uses brass and 
copper filigree wire to connect and 
suspend the delicate designs and 
often accents with handmade glass 
beads. It’s amazing how much light 
of varying colors her pieces capture 
and distribute in a room. Jodi’s piec-
es are De-Light-Full, just like her.

Art quote of the month: “Be-
hold, my friends, the spring has 
come; the earth has gladly received 
the embraces of the sun, and we 
shall soon see the results of their 
love!”   —Sitting Bull

It is nice to be known as a com-
munity of art. Please support your 
artists and shop locally.

Shanti and Scott Medina will offering an evening of Kirtan in Crestone, April 25. 

Scott and Shanti Medina of Boulder will offering an evening of 
ecstatic devotional chanting on Thursday, April 25th @ 7pm

Enchanted Forest Sacred Space

“Ki r t a n ”  i n  C r e s t o n e

For information, call Elianna at 303.589.0418
~ $10 Suggested Donation ~

719.480.3516

Cheyenne MendelCheyenne Mendel

cheyennemendel@mac.com

Bazi Readings  •  Body ElementalAcupuncture

Open 
Wednesday-saturday 

11:30 am - 4 pm

7 1 9 . 2 5 6 . 5 2 8 0
COrner Of COttOnWOOd & Galena

dOWntOWn CrestOne

CRESTONE ARTISANS GALLERY

“Chamisa Riot” watercolor painting by Jo 
Anne Kiser.

Loretta Covert is turning 60!

Come help her celebrate.
Friday, April 19, 7:00-midnight 
at the Desert Sage.

Dance to Two Weeks in Fiji
(and friends). 
Come early and stay late.

The Desert Sage will be open for dinner 
at the regular hours.
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• Energy Healing • The Journey® 
• Herbal Medicine

• Classes & Herb Walks 
• House Clearings

46 Camino Baca Grande

Dorje Root, 
RH (AHG)
Herbalist / 
Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786  
dorjeroot@yahoo.com
www.rootsofhealing.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.En-ergizeShanti.com
http://www.En-ergizeShanti.com
http://www.En-ergizeShanti.com
mailto:cheyennemendel@mac.com
mailto:dorjeroot@yahoo.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
When Julie Moss Herrera was 

five years old she was in charge of 
watching over her two younger sis-
ters during their afternoon naps. 
With no intention of sleeping, the 
sisters had to be quietly enter-
tained. So Julie told them stories, 
remembering and retelling folk-
tales their mother had read to 
them. To practice, she would sit on 
a rock near a ravine on the family’s 
rural Ohio property and rehearse 
lively versions out loud to her im-
aginary brother, who lived in the 
ravine. “I’d yell at him to come on 
up and listen,” she laughs.

Many years later, Julie is still 
telling tales. On Saturday, April 
13, from 2 to 3pm, the Alamosa-
area resident, retired librarian and 
award-winning storyteller will re-
count traditional Chinese folktales 
from her recently published collec-
tion, Old China Through the Eyes 
of a Storyteller: An Anthology of 
Chinese Folktales and the Stories 
Behind Them. The storytelling and 
book-signing event is free of charge 
and takes place at Birch Street 
Studio (formerly Jillian’s Studio).

Old China Through the Eyes 
of a Storyteller is based on mate-
rial Julie gathered during a two-
week visit to China with a group 
of storytellers in 2008. The group 
met with folklorists, school groups 
and storytellers in Beijing, Shang-
hai and rural villages. As with all 

the tales she collects and recounts, 
Julie drew on various versions of 
the same stories. She gathered as 
many details as possible and later 
authenticated the final versions. 
Love stories, ancient fables of war 
and peace and tales explaining the 
origins of old Chinese proverbs and 
common expressions are included 
in the book, along with practical 
storytelling tips.

Julie grew up listening to sto-
ries told by her grandmothers and 
mother. Then as a mother herself 
and a teacher and librarian for 
more than 40 years, she learned 
to engage, entertain and educate 
through the time-honored craft of 
sharing spoken tales. She current-
ly is featured on KRZA radio’s Chil-
dren’s Hour at 5pm on the second 
Saturday of each month. 

Recent brain research con-
firms the educational value of sto-
rytelling, Julie notes. “We’re find-
ing out that people are hard-wired 
to learn through story.” But for 
wide-eyed kids and smiling adults 
listening as she spins a tale, it’s 
simply an absorbing, enjoyable 
experience that almost feels like 
one-on-one, no matter how many 
listeners there are. All ages are in-
vited to this storytelling “visit” to 
old China. “It’s great for families,” 
Julie says. “It can be their Satur-
day afternoon entertainment for 
the day!” See more at storiesby-
julie.com.

Visiting Old China Through the Eyes of a Storyteller

Storyteller & author to share stories 
in Crestone April 13

Storyteller Julie Moss Herrerea. photo by Sandy Smalley

Sunday Open Mic 
is rockin’ it!

by Lori Nagel
I know that more than one 

of us, more than once, has found 
ourselves wandering the streets of 
Crestone on a Sunday afternoon, 
desperately seeking some type of 
jubilant activity to engage in, only 
to be disappointed and left feeling 
a wee bit bored.  This was the case 
for Benny Roman, so he did some-
thing about it. 

Roman has a history of start-
ing Open Mic events, as he put 3 of 
them together out in California, be-
fore moving here with his partner, 
Jennifer Daveler, and their son, Jedi, 
last July.   This Sunday Open Mic at the Secret Garden is a little differ-
ent, though, because anyone can jump in and play whenever they’re in-
spired and everyone is cool with that.  It’s just Open Mic after all, so people 
don’t take it quite so seriously.  There are people playing instruments of all 
kinds, sitting in a circle, while one or two people at a time usually sit up 
front and take the lead.  People of ALL ages attend—some playing, some 
dancing, some just taking it all in.

Currently, it does have to be all original music, due to copyright in-
fringement laws.  As of 2/19, they’ve raised $35 towards the purchase of a 
blanket license, so that anyone can play any music, original or not.

This weekly event definitely adds a bit of spice to an otherwise hum-
drum Sunday afternoon around here.  Whether you play an instrument, 
sing, dance, or just like to chill to some uplifting jams, c’mon out and get 
your groove on!

Jennifer Daveler and Benny Roman.  
Benny started the Sunday Open Mics at 
the Secret Garden, and both of them cur-
rently work there.  photo by Lori Nagel

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
CASUAL DINING

8am TO 8pm wed-sat

8am TO 2pm sunday

closed monday & tuesday 

for reserved private parties

4-6 PM NIGHTLY
SENIOR SPECIALS

$7.99 INCLUDING DESSERT

Galena & Alder
719.937.7800

Friday Nights:
all you can eat fish & 
chips & clam chowder

Saturday Nights:
garlic-roasted prime rib

 

 

Call Michelle For 
Catering Packages And Rates.

SHAMBALA
CAFE

Featuring Gourmet:
Pizzas

Lunch Burritos
Panini Sandwiches
Fresh Baked Goods

175 West Golden
719.256.4959

Open every day 7am-5pm
(Available for private parties after 5pm)

Check the Farm Table and 
Shambala Facebook pages 

for live music!

At the end of April 
watch for the

Crestone Coffee Company
located at Shambala

Fresh roasted
organic coffee

Different coffee daily!

STILL MOUNTAIN 
                      Acupuncture

 719-256-4775

Classical Five-Element

Jan Foster Miiller, L.Ac.  

Treat the root cause of illness and disease - chronic conditions, 
pain, lack of energy, anxiety, general health concerns

Now accepting new clients

John Percival, DDS, MSc
46 Camino Baca Grande Professional Building

Office hours by appointment 719-256-6222

Genuine Oral Care...

...Life-Changing Results
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Plastic Surgeon 
Debra Irizarry makes 
this part of Colorado 
look better

Dr. Debra Irizarry is a Board 
Certified Plastic Surgeon who 
trained in New York City, and is on 
staff at Heart of the Rockies Medi-
cal Center (HRRMC.org). Services 
offered include: consultations and 
treatments for medical and cos-
metic skin concerns, biopsies and 
excisions, cosmetic injections, and 
now laser skin re-surfacing with 
the “fractional” Matrix CO2 laser. 
The CO2 laser is the most effective 
skin tightening and wrinkle reduc-
ing laser available, and currently 
this is the only one in the valley 
area. Lasers utilize the natural 
healing mechanisms of the body 
to improve the skin without use of 

any chemicals. 
As an “introductory special” a 

full face and neck treatment will 
be only $1000 for a limited num-
ber of clients that schedule an ap-
pointment this spring.

9 News Free Health Fair comes to SLV
The annual free health fair is coming to the Mountain Valley High 

School in Saguache from 7:30-11:30am on Saturday April 13. The 9 
News Health Fairs have been offered to Colorado residents as a service 
of Channel 9 in Denver for over 25 years.

Many free screenings are available and include Diabetes, Blood 
Pressure, Cardiac Risk Assessment and Body Mass Index. Health care 
providers and others volunteer make these screenings available to peo-
ple in our area.

Other services at the fair will include a comprehensive blood analy-
sis, available for $30 and a PSA test for men for $25 (prostate cancer 
screening.) For an accurate blood analysis you should fast for 12 hours 
(diabetics SHOULD NOT FAST), drink plenty of water and continue 
taking all medications as prescribed. For an accurate PSA result you 
should not have any strenuous physical activity for 48 hours prior to the 
test. Exercise such as bicycling or weight lifting may influence your test 
results. 

For more information see www.9healthfair.org or call 800-332-3078. 
Take advantage of this great health screening opportunity!

Crestone Gospel Choir to start
The Crestone Christian Mystics are planning soon to start a Chris-

tian Gospel Choir. They expect to be practicing within a month. One of the 
foundational principles for Christian Mysticism is joyful positive singing 
about the Christ. Gospel singing means “good news singing.”

The choir will be led by Gary Noyes, manager of Casa del Soul rental 
apartments. His musical background includes solo and group Gospel sing-
ing since his early teen years. He has sung solo parts for various choirs for 
over 50 years. As a Methodist pastor for 20 years he led “good news” choirs. 

They will be singing Christian chants, gospel songs, old time worship 
songs, and various modern pieces. All  of them are good news based.

The choir will practice weekly and expects to sing for meditation 
groups, retreat centers, and special community gatherings. They would 
also like to occasionally travel and sing in the area. They are looking for 
volunteer singers and instrumentalists.

If you would like more information about the choir or Christian Mys-
ticism please call Gary Noyes at 970-443-0914.

Free training in 
conflict resolution 
offered in Salida

Full Circle Restorative Jus-
tice is inviting all individuals in-
terested in a free training covering 
conflict resolution, mediation skills 
and restorative justice!

Learn the skills to contribute 
in making the world a more peace-
ful place. Please spread the word 
near & far.

The training will be held Fri-
day April 19 and Saturday April 20, 
9:30am-4pm at the Kesner building 
next to Salida High School, East 
9th & D Sts. Lunch is included.

Please pre-register by April 
15.  To sign up online for the free 
RJ training:  fullcirclerj.net/restor-

ative-justice-training.
This is a FREE training spon-

sored by FCRJ and the Community 
of Excellence grant funds. Dona-
tions to FCRJ are always welcome 
to support our community conflict 
resolution programs, but are not 
required. Donations are tax-de-
ductible. FCRJ is a 501c3 organiza-
tion.

At this time CEU credits are 
not guaranteed, yet the trainers 
are researching this, as the train-
ing has been eligible for credit in 
the past.

Saguache Thrift opening April 6
The BEBOP Thrift & Mercantile at 406 4th St. in Saguache, next 

door to the Welcome Center, will hold a Grand Opening Celebration from 
10am to 3pm on Saturday, April 6.   Refreshments and door prizes will be 
provided.

The new store, a project of Blue Earth Business Opportunities (BE-
BOP) and Saguache Works (nonprofit status pending) will feature gently 
used clothing, furniture, housewares and books, plus brand new Saguache 
signature T-shirts, caps, western art and a limited selection of locally pro-
duced food and body care products.

An expanded local foods section, featuring frozen meats, produce and 
other organic products, is planned for later this spring.   Proceeds from 
the store will benefit the local food bank and Saguache Works’ job training 
program.

For more information, to volunteer or to make a donation, please call 
655-0216.

Debra Irizarry, M.D. FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

MEMBER

®

Crestone: Baca Professional Building • 46 Camino Baca Grande
Salida: Bella Vita Salon • 1447 G Street

Introductory Laser Special!
Limited Time - Face & Neck $1000 (Save $500!)

Call for your complimentary consultation

(719) 256-6600
www.doctordeb.co   •  contact@doctordeb.co 

Big City Quality 
with a  

Small Town Touch

Fractional Skin Resurfacing 
•Wrinkles • Skin Texture Irregularites  

•Pigmented Lesions •Acne Scars •Sun Damage

2

CRESTONE
GOSPEL
CHOIR

We are starting a Gospel 
Choir in Crestone!  We need 
singers and instrumental-

ists.  If you’d like to find out 
more, call Gary Noyes at 
970.443.0914 or email

garynoyes1@gmail.com

Dr. Deb Irizarry with her laser equipment. 

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm.

The besT coffee in The Valley - 
just got better!

always fresh, always local!

www.mirageTradingco.com

IN  MOFFAT NEXT TO THE POST OFFICE

719-256-4357

The art opening at Shambala on 3/15, featuring the calligraphy art of Stephen (Ish) Futral 
and Harriet Campbell.  photo by Lori Nagel 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.9healthfair.org
http://www.doctordeb.co
mailto:contact@doctordeb.co
mailto:garynoyes1@gmail.com
http://www.mirageTradingco.com
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Northern SLV Conservation 
Roundtable meeting

The Northern SLV Conservation 
Roundtable, a forum of diverse stake-
holders collaborating to conserve 
natural resources and local heritage, 
will hold its next meeting on Thurs., 
April 25, 9am-1pm at Saguache Road 
& Bridge meeting room, 305 3rd St., 
Saguache. Join us to learn what’s 
new with our partner organizations, 
discuss the Roundtable’s first grant 
proposal, and to get more information 
about our upcoming summer tour and 
education series. Also, hear a special 
update from Colorado Parks & Wild-
life on new projects in the valley. For 
more information call 719-256-5436 
or email barb@olt.org

HAPS

Restorative Justice on The Rise 
every Thursday at 6pm

Restorative Justice on The Rise 
is an ongoing free telecouncil series 
every Thursday at 6pm featuring our 
world’s pioneers engaging with com-
munity in a virtual platform accessi-
ble by phone, webcast, and skype. It is 
brought to you by the Peace Alliance 
and hosted by Molly Rowan Leach. 
Upcoming guests include Dr. Howard 
Zehr, Rep. Pete Lee (CO), Brenda Mor-
rison of Simon Fraser University, Sun-
ny Schwartz, and many others. More 
info, resources, schedule, and related 
national events are available at dope-
ace.us/page/restorative-justice.

Democrats appreciation 
fundraiser dinner April 27

Join us for an evening of cama-
raderie, good food, dessert auction and 
local entertainment on Saturday, April 
27 at 6:30pm at the Saguache Commu-
nity Center. $10 per person includes 
dinner of pulled pork sandwiches, 
baked potato, and cole slaw. Come ear-
ly if you want vegetarian lasagna - first 
come, first served.  Enjoy a sumptuous 
dessert from the auction!

Please RSVP by April 20 to 
Lynne Thompson at 754-9163, shee-
balt@yahoo.com or Barbara Tidd at 
256-5436 btidd19@fairpoint.net. After 
April 20, we will still accept RSVPs if 
space is available.

For donations, contact Judy 
Marold 655-2320 jmarold@gmail.com.

See you there!

Tuesdays are special 
at the CYP Thrift Store 

Tuesdays are Senior (60+) Ap-
preciation Day!  Seniors receive 20% 
off their purchase every Tuesday! 
The spring CYP Thrift Store hours are 
11am-6pm beginning in April.

Workshop series
 “Seed Saving with Altitude”

The Infinite Bee, Leigh Mills, is 
hosting a series of workshops called 
“Seed Saving with Altitude”.  Join 
her at the Heyokah Homestead and 
learn how to grow and save seeds in 
a high altitude, high desert garden.  
The first workshop is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 20, from 9am until 
1pm.  The main topics will be plan-
ning your garden for saving seeds, 
and transplanting strawberries.  Oth-
er topics include Biodynamic planting 
and garden mindfulness.  There will 
be handouts and strawberry plants to 
take home.  Lunch is provided.  Cost 
is $45.00 and bartering will be con-
sidered in lieu of cash.  Registration 
is necessary.  For more info and/or to 
register, visit TheInfiniteBee.com or 
call 719-655-2011.

Saguache County Republicans 
announce 2013 Spring Fling 
Fund Raiser Event

The Saguache County Repub-
licans are holding their Spring Fling 
fund raiser at 1pm on Saturday April 
27 at The Old Cow Town Colorado Re-
sort located 14 miles west of Saguache 
on Hwy. 114 and then 1 mile south on 
County Road CC-36.

The event features live enter-
tainment, invited speakers, live auc-
tion and an old fashioned-style beef 
or pork main course meal with all the 
fixins’ to go with it.

Tickets are $25 each for adults 
and $10 each for kids 12 and under. 
Tickets may be purchased in advance 
or at the door. RSVP to: Richard Drake 
719-256-4215; Steve Carlson 719-850-
2920; Ed Nielsen 719-655-2255; Mike 
Cowan 719-655-6202; Randy Glover 
719-850-9282 or Rock Finley 719-754-
9458.  www.saguachegop.com   www.
oldcowtowncolorado.com.

Grazing in the northern SLV, 
historically and today

The Northern SLV Conserva-
tion Roundtable will sponsor a pres-
entation on grazing on Wed. April 
24 at 7pm at the Saguache Road & 
Bridge meeting room, 305 3rd St., 
Saguache. Peter Clark, Range Spe-
cialist (ACES) with the USDA Natu-
ral Resources Conservation Service, 
along with long-time ranchers Marty 
Shellabarger and Ed Nielsen, will be 
speaking on a number of topics relat-
ed to grazing in our region. How has 
grazing management evolved over 
the years? How does proper grazing 
management benefit the land? What 
techniques are currently being used? 
What programs are available to sup-
port ranchers? What are northern 
SLV ranchers doing to meet the chal-
lenges facing them today? What is 
the outlook for the future? Join us to 
learn the answers to these questions 
and more. Q&A following the pres-
entation. Light refreshments will be 
served. For more information: 719-
256-5436 barb@olt.org

Yak N’ Cracker opens 
for breakfast

Cho Ku Rei Farm Store & Yak 
N’ Cracker is now open for breakfast! 
Come enjoy some original or gluten-
free pancakes or a fresh Cho Ku Rei 
omelette. Open from 10am-8pm

There is also live music with 
good-for-you food every Saturday 
night 6-8:30pm.

Crestone Fruit Tree Project 
The Crestone Fruit Tree Project 

will again be helping to coordinate the 
purchase of fruit trees, shrubs and 
fruits with Brady’s West in Salida 
with delivery in Crestone.  Brady’s is 
offering a 10% discount and free de-
livery through this group purchase.  
Brady’s offers a wide variety of fruits 
that do well in our climate.  Please 
contact Kizzen, who is coordinating 
this year’s purchase, at kizzen@cre-
stoneeagle.com for more information 
and lists of trees, fruits and prices.  
Orders need to be placed by May 15  
(sooner is always better to reserve 
trees/fruits as there may be a limited 
supply of certain varieties) with de-
livery in mid-June to Kizzen’s home.  
Over 500 trees have been brought to 
the Crestone area by this project.  The 
time to plant trees is now!

Saguache County Tourism 
Council Meeting April 10 

The Saguache County Tourism 
Council will meet on April 10 at the 
POA Hall at 6:00 p.m. Members will 
be considering spring grant requests. 
The Tourism Council rarely meets in 
the Crestone/Baca area, so it’s a good 
opportunity to meet the council mem-
bers and learn about the work to pro-
mote tourism in the county.

2nd annual WaterFest May 4
The Crestone-Baca Watershed 

Council  presents the second annual 
WaterFest celebration on Saturday, 
May 4 beginning at 10am at the El-
ephant Cloud/Birch Street Studio and 
the adjacent park.

There will be a field trip along 
the creek, a kids’ water art show, 
brown bag lunch in the park, water-
snake  and other dances,  educational 
presentations in the studio, a forum 
on our local streams and regional wa-
ter issues, and information about how 
community teams can restore our 
riparian areas. Crestone-Baca Wa-
tershed Council  is a pro-active team 
open to all relevant agencies and citi-
zens’ concerns and catalyzes local, po-
litical, and conservation initiatives.

National Library Week, April 15
The Friends of the Baca/Cre-

stone Library will be holding a bake 
sale in front of the post office from 
10am-3pm on Monday, April 15. Come 
satisfy your sweet tooth and support 
your local library.

A call for volunteers for Crestone 
Dragon & Fairie Fest & Parade

The Crestone Dragon & Fairie 
Fest & Parade is planned for May 
11. Help create parade puppets and 
props, organize, set up and clean up, 
and supply any ideas for festive con-
tributions.  Please email littlerusty-
worksgirl@yahoo.com or contact Alli-
son Wonderland 508-237-8915.

Notice: No Free Dump Day
The Saguache County Land-

fill and Recycling Center will not be 
holding a Free Dump Day this spring.  
The Saguache Board of County Com-
missioners will revisit the topic at a 
later date for a possible free dump day 
in the fall.  

Earth Day celebration
Please join KTTG at the Tashi 

Gomang Stupa on April 22 at 11am 
for a fire offering and sadhana hon-
oring the earth followed by light re-
freshments. For more information call 
Zoe de Bray at 707-336-0777.

Orient Land Trust 
quarterly board meeting

Orient Land Trust will hold its 
quarterly board meeting on Saturday, 
April 20 beginning at 9am at OLT/Val-
ley View Hot Springs. Join us to learn 
more about our conservation plan-
ning and programs. Come see how 
you can get involved in helping to pre-
serve the many treasured resources of 
the northern San Luis Valley. Please 
check in at the Welcome Center when 
you arrive.

OLT is dedicated to the preser-
vation of natural and biological re-
sources, agricultural lands, wildlife 
habitat, open space, and historic and 
geologic features of the northern San 
Luis Valley for the education and en-
joyment of current and future genera-
tions.

See www.olt.org or call 719-256-
5212 for more information.

















“Seed Saving with Altitude”
Learn How to Grow and Save Seeds in a High Altitude Garden

Saturday, April 20, 2013     9am – 1pm
Plan your garden for growing seeds

Transplanting Strawberries
Biodynamic Planting

Hosted by The Infinite Bee – Leigh Mills
$45.00  Registration Required  Lunch provided

For info/registration visit:  TheInfiniteBee.com or call 719-655-2011

••

•

•

•

•

Birth Annoucement:
Saoirse Kelly Tate

Aoife and Chad are delighted to 
announce the birth of their  beautiful 
baby girl, Saoirse Kelly Tate on March 
22 at 7:44am, weighing a healthy 7lbs 
15ozs.

They are thrilled with their 
new beautiful bundle of joy and are 
very excited to have her home. They 
extend their gratitude for all the love 
and support of friends and communi-
ty in Crestone.  

mailto:barb@olt.org
mailto:shee-balt@yahoo.com
mailto:shee-balt@yahoo.com
mailto:btidd19@fairpoint.net
mailto:jmarold@gmail.com
http://www.saguachegop.com
http://www.oldcowtowncolorado.com
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mailto:barb@olt.org
mailto:kizzen@cre-stoneeagle.com
mailto:kizzen@cre-stoneeagle.com
mailto:kizzen@cre-stoneeagle.com
mailto:littlerusty-worksgirl@yahoo.com
mailto:littlerusty-worksgirl@yahoo.com
http://www.olt.org
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Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 7-8am, 

256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.babajiashram.org
• Sampai & Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by 

7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5284
• Tours, gallery and Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 256-5284
• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 6pm, 

256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Mass at Nada Carmelite Hermitage 9:00 am 719-256-4778
• Dorje Trolo practice White Jewel Mountain 10:00 am-12:00 

pm no charge whitejewelmountain.org 719-256-5773
• Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting Crestone Town Hall 

7:00 pm-8:00 pm 719 937 7769

Monday
• Hatha Yoga Classes Elephant Cloud (Jillian’s) Studio 5:00 

pm-6:30 pm $10.00 719-256-5129
• Zumba Toning Birch street studio 9:15 am-10:15 am www.

angela108.zumba.com 719-256-4040

• Get ready for Tuesday

Tuesday
• Gentle Yoga class with Joann Connington Elephant Cloud 

(Jillian’s) Studio 10:30 am-12:00 pm 719-256-5129
• Savitri Reading Circle - Potluck, reading and meditation 

Savatri House 6:00 pm 937-7687 or 256-6010
• Tri-County Van Service to Salida, Reservations Friday 

before. 256-5084 All Day $10 RT cbvillage.org 256-5084
• Baca Grande Volunteer Fire Department weekly trainings & 

meetings Baca Fire House 5:30 pm-7:30 pm Free 
7192564781

• Tri-County Seniore Van to Alamosa, Reservations by Fri. 
before, 256-5084 All Day $10 RT cbvillage.org 256-5084

• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti Sharanam 
5-6:45 pm By donation shaktisharanam.com 719-256-5668

• Narcotics Anonymous open meeting, marijuana users 
welcome Baca library back door 7:30 pm-8:30 pm 
crestonena@gmail.com 970-309-0710

• Senior (over age 60) Day at CYP Thrift Store CYP Thrift 
Store 11:00 am-6:00 pm

• Crestone Kaminari Taiko beginner rehearsal Food Service, 
Shumei 6:30pm 256-5990, 256-5285

Wednesday
• CoDependents Anonymous Meeting Crestone Town Hall 

7:00 pm-8:00 pm www.coda.org 7203522078
• Feldenkrais ATM (Awareness Through Movement) lessons 

(from prerecorded lessors). 5:30 pm-6:30 pm n/a 
7192564480

• Open Meditation Group, Dharma Ocean 6-7:30pm kathyg@
dharmaocean.org 719-588-3210

• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinements Shakti Sharanam 
8:30-10am By donation shaktisharanam.com 719-256-5668

• Zumba Fitness Birch street studio 9:15 am-10:15 am www.
angela108.zumba.com 719-256-4040

Thursday
• Gentle Yoga class with Joann Connington Elephant Cloud 

(Jillian’s) Studio 10:30 am-12:00 pm 719-256-5129
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti Sharanam 

5:00 pm-6:45 pm By donation 719-256-5668

Friday
• Zumba Sentao Birch street studio 9:15-10:15am www.

angela108.zumba.com 719-256-4040

Community Calendar—April 2013 
visit us online at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

Daily/Weekly Events

There is a $5 charge per calendar listing for for-profit classes/events, with a discount 
for display advertisers. For more information contact us at 719-256-4956. 
To list your event, (print or online) please submit via our website:  
http://crestoneeagle.com/calendar (preferred) 

~or~ e-mail to: calendar@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131 by the 22nd of the month.  To list calendar items online (between 
print issues), please fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

Monthly Events

The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically

Friday, March 29
• Good Friday Stations/Services – Nada Carmelite Hermitage 

3:00 pm 256-4778
• Eric Karlstrom Banjo/Guitar playin & singin @ Yak N Cracker 

Cafe 6-9:00 pm free www.chokureiranch.com 256-4700

Saturday, March 30
• Elisha Mc Arthur Fiddler and Vocal @ Yak N Cracker 6:00 

pm-9:00 pm FREE www.chokureiranch.com 719 256 4700

Sunday, March 31
• Easter Vigil mass – Nada Carmelite Hermitage 5:00 am 

256-4778
• All Community Easter Potluck Dinner – Earth Knack School 

Site / Blankenship Residence 1:00 pm 719 256 4909

Monday, April 1
• Diane Bairstow’s birthday
• Crestone Psychics’ Conclave, you know where, you know 

when, RSVP required
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Meeting – Crestone 

Town Hall 7:00 pm-9:00 pm townofcrestone.org 256-4313

Tuesday, April 2
• Tri-County senior (60+) van round trip to Salida—

Reservations required – All Day $10 719-256-4320

Wednesday, April 3
• Time to take a break

Thursday, April 4
• Rumi Study Circle All welcome Tower Tekke. – 3:45 pm-6:00 

pm Free or by donation nurashkijerrahi.org 719-256-4290

Saturday, April 6
• BEBOP Thrift & Mercantile Grand Opening – BEBOP Thrift & 

Mercantile 10:00 am-3:00 pm free 655-0216
• Grateful Dead Night Steve Storm & Scott Schwartz @ Yak N 

Cracker Cafe 6-8:30pm free www.chokureiranch.com 256-4700

Monday, April 8
•  Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Meeting – Crestone 

Town Hall 1:30 pm-5:30 pm townofcrestone.org 256-4313

Tuesday, April 9
• Crestone End of Life Project Open meeting – The Topping 

House 7:00 pm-9:00 pm www.crestoneendoflifeproject.org

Wednesday, April 10
• New Moon – All Day
• Spring Navratri - Divine Mother Festival with 10am Fire 

Ceremony – Haidakhandi Universal Ashram All Day www.
babajiashram.org 256-4108

• Sag. Co. Tourism considers spring grant requests – BGPOA 
office 6:00 pm saguachetourism.com 719-655-0263

Thursday, April 11
• Rahasya-An evening of Mantra Beat Kirtan The Secret 

Garden 7-9pm $10 Donation www.rahasya.org 516-660-9677

Friday, April 12
• Free Health Fair, Alamosa Co. Health Dept. 7-11am free 

www.9healthfair.org 800-332-3078
• CCS Middle School Romeo & Juliet performance, Crestone 

Charter School 6pm 256-4907

Saturday, April 13
• Free Health Fair – Mountain Valley High School 7:30 

am-11:30 am free www.9healthfair.org 800-332-3078
• Storytelling & Book Signing – Birch St. Studio 2-3pm free

Sunday, April 14
• Monthly Sampai at Shumei – Shumei Sanctuary 10:30 

am-12:00 pm www.shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284
• Children’s Day – Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 11:00 am 

free babajiashram.org 719-256-4108

Monday, April 15
• Friends of the Library Bake Sale – Crestone Post Office 

parking lot 10:00 am-3:00 pm 256-5653

Tuesday, April 16
• Tri-County senior (60+) van round trip to Alamosa—

Reservations required – All Day $10 719-256-4320
• CrestoneArtists April Meeting – 3:00 pm-5:00 pm www.

crestoneartists.com 719-256-4182

Wednesday, April 17
• Call your mother

Thursday, April 18
• Rumi Study Circle All welcome. 3:45-6pm. Tower Tekke. – 

Free or by donation nurashkijerrahi.org 719-256-4290

Friday, April 19
• Free Conflict Resolution Training in Salida – Kesner Building 

9:30am-4:00pm free fullcirclerj.net/restorative-justice-training
• April Free Movie Night – Shumei International Institute 7:00 

pm-9:00 pm www.shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284

Saturday, April 20
• Orient Land Trust Board meeting – Orient Land Trust/Valley 

View Hot Springs 9:00 am-12:00 pm 256.4315
• Seed Saving with Altitude – 9:00 am-1:00 pm $45.00 http://

theinfinitebee.com/ 719.655.2011
• Ecological electronic waste recycling – Salida Recycle 

Center 10:00 am-2:30 pm 719-539-6738, 256-4135
• SLV Small Business Expo – Monte Vista Ski-Hi Arena 10:00 

am-6:00 pm 719-852-2731
• Elemental Deva Council – Sacred Space 3:00 pm-5:00 pm 

free 719 256-5439
• CB Jazz @ Yak N Cracker – Yak N Cracker Cafe 6:00 

pm-8:30 pm FREE www.chokureiranch.com 719 256 4700

Sunday, April 21
• April Art Symposium at Shumei – Shumei Gallery 3:00 

pm-5:00 pm www.shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284

Monday, April 22
• Earth Day – All Day
• Earth day celebration Tashi Gomang Stupa – 11:00 am-12:00 

pm www.kttg.org 707-336-0777

Tuesday, April 23
• Absolutely nothing happen on this day

Wednesday, April 24
• Grazing in the Northern SLV, Historically and Today – 
Saguache County Rd. & Bridge Building 7-9pm 256-5436

Thursday, April 25
• Full Moon – All Day
• Northern SLV Conservation Roundtable meeting – 
Saguache County Rd. & Bridge Building 9am-1pm 256-5436

Friday, April 26
• Open House for YES! Old Crestone Charter School Admin. 
Building next to Baca Grande Library noon 719-937-3515

Saturday, April 27
• Sag. Co. Republicans Spring Fundraiser, Old Cow Town 1pm 
$25 adults, $10 kids www.saguachegop.com 256-4215,655-2255
• Steve Storm & Eli Dokson Music @ Yak N Cracker Cafe 
6-8:30 pm free www.chokureiranch.com 719-256-4700
• Democrats Appreciation Fundraiser – Saguache Commu-
nity Building 6:30 pm 655-2320

Sunday, April 28
• Call your local monthly newspaper and tell them what a good 

job they’re doing
• Spontaneous potluck picnic, Baca Park, noon

Monday, April 29
• Dentist appointment, 10:15am

Tuesday, April 30
• Check air pressure in your tires 7:45am
• Last day of April

Wednesday, May 1
• Clean Free Box

Friday, May 3
• Deadline for Crestone Music Festival T-shirt design – 
Crestone Performances Inc. free crestfest.org 719-256-4533
• Deadline to apply for scholarship from CPI & Aventa – 
Crestone Performances Inc. free crestfest.org 719-256-4533

Saturday, May 4
• Second Annual WaterFest – Elephant Cloud Studio 10am

Sunday, May 5
• ALMA & friends benefit concert – Bistro Rialto 7:00 pm $10 

almaonline.org 719-588-5224

Tuesday, May 7
• Tri-County senior (60+) van round trip to Salida—

Reservations required – All Day $10 719-256-4320

Friday, May 10
• Deadline for Crestone Music Festival local performers’ 
applications, Baca Prof. Bldg crestfest.org 719-256-4533

There are no passengers on 
spaceship earth. We are all 
crew. 
 —Marshall McLuhan
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http://www.angela108.zumba.com
http://www.angela108.zumba.com
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by Tom Dessain
The 15th Annual Crestone 

Music Festival will be held at Chal-
lenger Golf Club in Crestone Colo-
rado August  2, 3, & 4. The festival is 
a three-day, two-stage, multi-genre, 
multi-cultural event with family ac-
tivities, contests, arts & crafts, inter-
national cuisine and great libations. 
The Friday night headliner will be 
the eclectic Haunted Wind Chimes. 
Saturday features our first repeat 

headliner, Tab Benoit. Sunday’s 
headliner is the World Beat artist 
Vieux Farka Touré. 

Haunted Wind Chimes draw 
from traditional folk and American 
roots music. The songs have a vin-
tage quality as if they might have 
been written 75 years ago. Grounded 
in honeyed harmonies that really 
set them apart, and spirited pickin’, 

they lie in a nowhere land between 
distinct styles: it’s not quite blue-
grass or blues or country. Still, there 
are elements of all those in songs 
that paint pictures of empty train 
stations and nights of passing a jug 
of moonshine around. These three 
guys and two gals have appeared on 
“Prairie Home Companion” and are 
just plain fun! 

Our first repeat headliner! 
Why? Why not! He was such a 

huge hit that folks are still talking 
about it. His first appearance was 
on a Sunday, but he’s our Saturday 
headliner this time around. Tab 
is the real deal. Born and raised 
on the Louisiana bayou, this self-
proclaimed “new kid from the old 
school” has been the standard bearer 
for a new generation of Cajun blues 
musicians. Tab is a traditionalist 
and an innovator at the same time, 
grafting elements of rock and soul to 
the indigenous sounds of the bayou. 
And if dedicating his life to his musi-
cal roots weren’t enough, Benoit has 
also been a tireless crusader for the 
preservation of the rapidly vanish-
ing wetlands of his native Louisiana 
and surrounding region. Maybe this 
time around, he’ll want a summer 
home here to beat the heat. Spread 
the word and spread the blankets for 
this hot act! 

Our Sunday night headliner is 
“The Hendrix of the Sahara”, Vieux 
Farka Touré. He is the son of the 
late legendary Malian guitar player 
Ali Farka Touré. When Vieux de-
clared that he also wanted to be a 
musician, his father disapproved but 
eventually gave Vieux his blessing 
shortly before he passed. Vieux has 
continued his father’s work in tack-
ling the problem of malaria in Mali 
by donating 10% of proceeds from his 
shows to the cause. Vieux gives new 
versions of the West African music 
that is echoed in the American blues. 
While he remains true to the roots 
of his father’s music, he adds ele-
ments of rock, Latin music and other 
African influences. His live perfor-
mances are highly energized and 
Vieux is known for dazzling crowds 
with his speed and dexterity on the 
guitar. He has a palpable charisma 

and luminous smile, both of which 
captivate audiences from all audi-
ences in spite of any language bar-
riers (though Vieux does speak 8 
languages). Vieux Farka Touré has 
clearly established himself as one of 
the world’s rare musical talents and 
guitar virtuosos with a distinct style 
that always pays homage to the past 
while looking towards the future. 

 For information about tickets 
to this year’s festival, visit crestfest.
org or call our office at 719-256-4533.

Crestone Music Festival 
announces 2013 headliners!  
Tab Benoit, Vieux Farka Touré 
& the Haunted Wind Chimes
Festival dates are August 2, 3 & 4

CMF wants you!
It’s that time again!  We are 

gearing up for another exciting 
year for the Crestone Music Festi-
val.  If you would like to participate 
in this year’s festival as a perform-
er, a vendor or a sponsor, please let 
us know!  

Notice to performing artists
All local artists must fill out a 

local artists’ submission form.
The 15th Annual Crestone 

Music Festival is now accepting en-
tries from local Saguache County 
performing artists for this year’s 
festival. Local means 50% of the 
group must live or have a home in 
Saguache County. All local artists 
must fill out a local artists’ sub-
mission form. These are available 
online at crestfest.org, at our office 
(256-4533), or locally at Crestone 
Creative Trade, the Bliss, the Farm 
Table and Crestone Mercantile. 

 Deadline Tuesday, May 10
If your entry is musical, the 

demo should have at least two 
songs on it. If your entry is dance 
then you should submit a video 
and/or music with a description. If 
your act is poetry or comedy a demo 
tape or document is fine. Anything 
else, we are interested so please 
submit what it takes to get the 
point across.  While we appreciate 
the artist’s desire to put on the best 
show possible, your submission is 
budgeted based on the application 
information we receive. It is your 
responsibility to provide wages for 
additional artists/musicians added 
after applying. All entries must be 
postmarked by May 10, 2013. It 
is recommended that some of you 
combine your talents, as there will 
be more applicants than openings. 

Send info to:  CMF Local 2013, 
P.O. Box 6, Crestone, CO 81131, 
or drop it by the office at the first 
house in the Baca, upstairs in the 
Professional Building, Suite 204.

Attention vendors
The 15th Annual Crestone 

Music Festival wants local ven-
dors. If you have arts and crafts, 
food, information or something 
else, please apply. Applications are 
available online at crestfest.org, at 
our office call (719-256-4533) or lo-
cally at Crestone Creative Trade, 
the Bliss, the Farm Table and Cre-
stone Mercantile. Vendor spaces 
are limited so please apply!  

T-Shirt design wanted 
T-shirt designs are now be-

ing accepted for the 15th Annual 
Crestone Music Festival. We pay 
$200 for the accepted entry plus 
one weekend pass to this year’s 
festival and an article on the art-
ist in the festival program. The 
design is usually used for the pro-
gram cover also. It does not have to 
be fully completed for us to review 
it. The general idea and look will 
be enough to start with. Entries 
should be post-marked by May 3. 
For more information please call 
719-256-4533 or drop by our office 
at the Professional Center, which is 
the first house in the Baca.

CPI and Aventa Credit Un-
ion are offering scholarships to Sa-
guache County students who want 
to further their education in the 
performing arts. This includes mu-
sic, theater, voice, dance, etc. Schol-
arship must be used for performing 
arts costs and expenses for instru-
ments, lessons, camps, workshops, 
etc. The scholarship value is up to 
$500 and applications are available 
online at crestfest.org, at our office 
(256-4533) or locally at Crestone 
Creative Trade, the Bliss, the Farm 
Table and Crestone Mercantile. 
Each school has also received ap-
plications for students.

The deadline to apply is Fri-
day, May 3.  Incomplete applica-

tions will not be reviewed. For a 
copy of the guidelines and require-
ments contact CPI. at 719-256-
4533 or e-mail us at crestfest@
crestfest.org or visit www.crestfest.
org. Mail application to Crestone 
Performances Inc., PO Box 6, Cre-
stone, CO 81131.

The Haunted Wind Chimes on Prairie Home Companion.

Vieux Farka Touré will be the Sunday 
evening headliner for the 2013 Crestone 
Music Festival.

Tab Benoit, Crestone Music Festival’s 
2013 Saturday night headliner.

Happy Birthday, 
Diane!

Tons of love from 
The Eaglettes *What in the world is a “web property”?  

call or scan to find out... 

719.239.3300

Your web property*
is an investment…

not an expense.

 Crestone Performances and Aventa 
team-up for youth!

http://www.crestfest
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by Lori Nagel 
& Robin Rosenberg
The annual Neighbors Help-

ing Neighbors Cabin Fever event 
on March 9 turned out to be just 
that!  People bundled up in their 
hats & boots, got out of their “cab-
ins,” braved the all-day-and-night 
snow storm & accumulation, and 
got to see an amazing group of peo-
ple perform all different kinds of 
acts.  

One of the traditions at this 
event is the baked goods auction.  
This year, JT Williams bid $80 for 
Tom Whitehead’s bigger-than-life-
delicious-trifle dessert.  Then he 
realized it probably wouldn’t hold 
out until he’d have time to have a 
party, so he could get enough peo-
ple together to share all that!  And 
since NHN was over $1000 short 
of previous years’ donations—defi-
nitely due to the weather and low 
attendance—he donated it back to 
NHN to sell for $1 per scoop.  Ma-
lina then offered her Flan back to 
NHN as well, and together the 2 
desserts raised about $200 more.

NHN would like to thank the 
Crestone Charter School for host-
ing them, Tom Dessain and Cre-
stone Performances for providing 
sound equipment and technical 
support, all the fabulous perform-
ers who gave of their time and ex-
pertise, along with the 60 people 
who braved the snow storm to at-

tend.  People commented that the 
talent this year was extraordinary!

NHN would also like to an-
nounce they have a new web-site, 
www.neighborshelpingneigh-
borscrestone.com, thanks to Rod-
ney Volkmer.  Please check it out 
and you can see plans for upcoming 
fundraisers and also make dona-
tions online using PayPal.

Anyone who didn’t make the 
show and would like to donate to 
NHN, please send a check to: NHN, 
PO 822, Crestone, CO  81131.  All 
donations are tax deductible!

Annual NHN Cabin Fever Event

“ OPEN SUNDAY BREAKFAST ! “
 Original and Gluten-Free Pancakes with Organic Maple Syrup

 Build your own Cho Ku Rei Ranch Omelette
 Vegan Breakfast Bowl

New Spring Lunch/Dinner Menu !

Live Music EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT !
Located 4 miles west from Crestone Town, on the the Golf course.

Monday-Thursday 11:00 am - 8:00pm
Friday & Saturday 11:00am - 8:30pm

Sunday 10:00am - 8:00pm
We are NON-GMO!

All ORGANIC Farm - Store and Restaurant!
WI-FI     EBT ACCEPTED

7 1 9 . 2 5 6 . 4 7 0 0    w w w . c h o k u re i r a n c h . c o m

- Know where your food comes from and feel good when 
you eat. - Cho Ku Rei Ranch & Yak N’ Cracker Cafe

 Naturopathic & Iridology Consults

CranioSacral Therapy & Massage

Counseling, couples & individuals

  Mediation, NLP, Trauma, Grief

Cleanse,  Detox & Homeopathy

 Nutrition, Herbology & Biofeedback

Daniel Terres, N.D.

Vinette Terres

  719.256.4370       

www.creativehealthcenter.com  

CREATIVE HEALTH CENTER, LLC

Lyndsay Rose, Laura Enzer, and Harley Wharton perform exotic Belly Dance at the NHN 
Cabin Fever event on 3/9.  photo by Lori Nagel

Eli Dokson, Bill Smith and Ted Brumm perform their lil’ hearts out at the NHN Cabin 
Fever event on 3/9.  photo by Lori Nagel 

Tom Whitehead (right) stops to talk JT Williams after JT bid & donated $80 to NHN in ex-
change for that gigantic yummy dessert.  And then to help raise more money, JT turned 
around and gave it back to NHN so they could sell it by the scoop!  photo by Lori Nagel 

Bon Dellagar serves up a fabulous lattice-
top pie.

THE ALAMOSA LIVE MUSIC ASSOCIATION

ALMA enables quality, diverse music and other 
performing arts in the San Luis Valley.  

Visit our website for the latest schedule of events.
Adams State College

Leon Memorial Hall, Alamosa, CO

(719) 580-0379     www.almaonl ine.org

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.neighborshelpingneigh-borscrestone.com
http://www.neighborshelpingneigh-borscrestone.com
http://www.neighborshelpingneigh-borscrestone.com
http://www.creativehealthcenter.com
http://www.chokure
http://www.almaonline.org
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by M. Diane Bairstow
“My life has never been typical,” Mati Fuller laughed, “unless it’s typ-

ical for a Crestonian.”
Born in Bergen, Norway, Mati learned to be creative at an early age. 

“It was cold, wet and dark. There were no Ipods, only one channel on TV 
and six months of darkness. Everybody knit-
ted. You had to keep busy or go crazy.”

I had good grades and studied chemistry 
and math at the university, but it was so hor-
rible and boring that I dropped out and went 
to sewing school for a year, and then went back 
to the university and studied psychology for 
another couple of years, but again, I got bored 
and kept bringing my knitting to class because 
I didn’t want to miss out any creative ideas.”

A mission to make the world a less 
toxic place

She finally dropped out of the university 
for good and got a job as a lab technician in a 
hospital in Bergen. There, Mati realized they 
didn’t have any venting system for the chemi-

cals. “My friends were coming down with cancer and I ended up calling the 
labor union.” As a result, the hospital put in a venting system, and ever 
since, Mati has been “on a mission to make the world a less toxic place.”

After traveling around the world a couple of times, Mati came to Os-
ho’s commune in Portland where she met Shahid, now Daniel Johnson. 
They moved to Santa Fe where Mati started a house cleaning business.  
After four automobile accidents each in three 
years, they decided it was time to move to a 
safer place, so they headed for Crestone. 

“As soon as I hit Rd T and saw the moun-
tains I felt totally at home here.” Mati said. 
She soon met a girl who had a knitting busi-
ness and was doing craft shows. That inspired 
Mati’s creativity and she bought a knitting 
machine and began booking shows. After 
eight years and two babies, she decided she 
couldn’t fly all over the country any longer, so 
she looked around for another source of rev-
enue.

By this time, she and Nigel Fuller were 
married, and they began selling books on Am-
azon. “It was a great business for about three 
years until everybody started doing it,” she 
explained.

At the time, Mati was also studying ho-
meopathy, and she became so interested in 
the psychological side of the remedies that she 
wrote a book called Beyond the Veil of Delu-
sions, Understanding Relationships through 
Homeopathy.

The long way home
When Mati hit menopause, she decid-

ed she wanted a bigger town and a regular 
paycheck, so she and Nigel sold their house, 
packed up the family and headed to Oregon. 
“I discovered that I didn’t have any references 
or qualifications that counted, so nobody was 
going to give me a job. It was a real wake-up call.” Mati said, but then 
someone gave her the inspirational video The Secret, and it hit her “like 
a ton of bricks. I realized it was my attitude that needed to change, and 
not the place that I lived. Once I learned that, I just wanted to go back to 
Crestone. When we came back after three months, everything seemed dif-
ferent, probably because I was no longer the same person,” She laughed, 
“it was a bit embarrassing to return so quickly, but now I just love it here. 
This is where I belong and where my creativity flows the best.”

Inspired by silence
“I love the silence in this place. Here, I can hear all the ideas coming 

through my mind, every little whis-
per. I always have several projects 
going on, it’s like I have unlimited 
streams of creativity flowing through 
me and if I don’t express them, I’m 
not just unhappy, it’s like there’s a 
pressure inside not being released.”  

Her main projects now are 
Green Beauty Cosmetics, a line of 
natural cosmetics products, Akashic 
soul readings, where she reads a per-
son’s Akashic Records, and of course, 
knitting. 

Before she left Norway, Mati 
almost died on a skiing trip. It was 
“a terribly cold and blizzardy day,” 
and Mati wasn’t a strong skier. She 
lagged behind, developed hypother-
mia and lay down in the snow. When 

they found her, her face had frostbite and her cheeks “looked like red sand 
paper. “ She couldn’t find any natural products that worked well, and she 
has been disappointed in skin care products ever since until she began 
making her own. Finding good natural cosmetics has been a lifelong quest, 
and her decision to make her own has become the fulfillment of her desire 
to make the world less toxic.

“Most products work well enough for young skin,” Mati explained, 
“but once we hit menopause, our skin quits producing oil and has no pro-
tection, water evaporates and wrinkles come. So I developed a new concept: 
products that you can layer depending on your skin needs, so you can mix 

and match my products for every skin type.”
A one-woman business
Mati created all her own formulas. “I 

didn’t know how much experimenting I would 
have to do,” Mati laughed, “or I would nev-
er have started.” She does every aspect of 
the business. She makes her products from 
scratch, and she labels, packages and sends 
them off all over the world. She created her 
website, designed her labels, started a blog 
and is going to be getting up at 5am on Satur-
days this summer to sell at the Salida Farm-
er’s Market. 

Creating a blog inspired her to write a 
book for other “technically challenged” indi-
viduals, about how to use Wordpress. “I was 
having to do all this research so after a couple 
of months, I realized I had enough informa-
tion to write a book.” The result was, A step 
by step Wordpress Tutorial for Beginners. You 
can find the current, updated “Version 3.4.2” 
on Amazon.

To balance her spiritual needs with her 
material needs, Mati has also been studying 
how to do Akashic soul readings, and now of-
fers a combination of numerology and Akashic 
readings online.

“My life has been exciting,” Mati con-
cluded. “It’s all about living your dreams and 
walking your path, wherever it takes you. I 
have always allowed my inner voice to guide 
me, and I encourage others to do the same.” 

To find out more about Mati’s enterprises, check out these web-
sites:  Greenbeautycosmetics.com, akashicsoulreading.com (blog), and  
fabulouslycheeky.com (blog).

Mati Fuller’s life has not been typical.
Unless, of course, you’re a Crestonian!  

“You have to be very exact with these formulas,” Mati said, “it’s a lot 
harder than making a cake.” 

Mati makes all of her products from scratch. 

Mati Fuller.

Mati and daughter Holly take time out of 
their busy schedules to pose for a picture. 
“My family is full of unique individuals,” 
Mati says, “and we’re all going different 
directions all the time.”

FOR SPONSORSHIP & 
ADVERTISING    
719.539.3421  

 THE  
COLORADO 
SYMPHONY 

KHEN 106.9 FM SALIDA  
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APRIL 4TH TICKETS:  $15 / ADVANCE  .  $18 / DOOR 
AT SALIDA CHAMBER & THE STEAMPLANT      

WOODWIND  
QUINTET 

APRIL 4, 2013, 7:30PM 
AT THE STEAMPLANT 

LIMITED SEATING  
- ADVANCE PURCHASE SUGGESTED

COLORADO SYMPHONY WITH THE  
ALPINE ORCHESTRA MUSICIANS 

JUNE 30, 2013
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by Ramloti
March has been a busy month 

with Shivaratri and all-night chant-
ing and my trip to India.  Shivaratri 
was very well attended with over 75 
people throughout the festivities.  

The big celebration for April 
is Spring Navratri.  It begins on 
Wednesday, April 10 and runs 
through Thursday, April 18.  There 
will be daily fire ceremonies, pujas, 
and discourses.  The children’s day 
will be at 11am on Sunday, April 14.  

Our new-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Wednesday, April 
10 (Navratri)  and the full-moon fire 
ceremony is on Thursday, April 25.  
The fire ceremonies begin at 10am 
and are followed by a meal.  Morning 
aarati is at 7am with evening aarati 
at 6pm. Each morning at 6:30am 
there is a paduka puja (washing of 
Shri Babaji’s sandals) in His kutir 
(just to the west of the temple), fol-
lowed by chandan.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is 

open every day from 10am until 
5pm. I will be bringing back many 
new items for the shop from India, 
and they will be available by April 
1. We invite you to come in, and if 
you mention that you are an Eagle 
reader, we will happily give you a 
10% discount on your purchases, 
excluding sale items.  We are con-
tinually receiving new supplies in 
the shop and we deeply appreciate 
your support.  You can view most of 
our shop inventory on the website 
at mahalakshmishop.wazala.com in 
its inviting new format.

Please visit our website at www.
babajiashram.org to find out more 
about the ashram and its schedule. 
We also invite you to visit the ash-
ram at any time.  We love to share 
Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s home 
with others. Just drop by or give us 
a call at 719-256-4108.  Please note 
that this is the only telephone num-
ber for the ashram now as we have 
let go of our toll-free number and our 
dedicated shop number.  

Haidakhandi 
Universal 
Ashram news

The Four Great Aspects of 
the Divine Mother

Mahalakshmi
August on her seat in the inner 

world of Mind,
The Mother of Might looked 

down on passing things...
I am Durga, goddess of the 

proud and strong,
And Lakshmi, queen of the fair 

and fortunate.....
I am charged by God to do his 

mighty work . . .
 —Sri Aurobindo, Savitri  
Hinduism in India has four 

great seasonal celebrations called 
Navaratri.  The spring ceremonies 
are dedicated to Mahalakshmi and 
the Goddess Durga.  A beautiful tem-
ple to Mahalakshmi rests high above 
Crestone at the Haidakandi Ashram, 
where we worship the Divine Mother.  

“In Savitri, Sri Aurobindo com-
pletes his prophetic picture of a new 
world order.  It shows how this new 
system could be accomplished on 
earth through the simple soul forces 
of the Mother. Actually, this is noth-
ing more than ancient Indian dhar-
ma brought up to date but with em-
phasis on the great new power of the 
spirit in our times, the woman, the 
Divine Mother.” (Nettle).

Sri Aurobindo writes, in The 
Mother:

“Above Wisdom and Force is 
the miracle of eternal beauty, an un-
seizable secret of divine harmonies, 

the compelling magic of an irresist-
ible universal charm and attrac-
tion that draws and holds things 
and forces and beings together and 
obliges them to meet and unite that 
a hidden Ananda may play from be-
hind the veil and make of them its 
rhythms and its figures.  

“This is the power of Mahalak-
shmi and there is no aspect of the 
Divine Shakti more attractive to the 
heart of embodied beings.  For she 
throws the spell of the intoxicating 
sweetness of the Divine: to be close 
to her is a profound happiness and to 
feel her within the heart is to make 
existence a rapture and a marvel;  
grace and charm and tenderness 
flow out from her like light from the 
sun and wherever she fixes her won-
derful gaze or lets fall the loveliness 
of her smile, the soul is seized and 
made captive and plunged into the 
depths of an unfathomable bliss.

“Magnetic is the touch of her 
hands and their occult and delicate 
influence refines mind and life and 
the body and where she presses her 
feet course miraculous streams of an 
entrancing Ananda.

“Ascetic bareness and harsh-
ness are not pleasing to her nor the 
suppression of the heart’s deeper 
emotions and the rigid repression of 
the soul’s and the life’s parts of beau-
ty.  For it is through love and beauty 
that she lays on men the yoke of the 
Divine.”

The Sri Aurobindo Learning Center

Spring Navratri (Divine Mother festival) 
will be celebrated at the Haidakhandi 
Universal Ashram from Wednesday, April 
10 through Thursday, April 18.  

 

 Getting 
Ready

To Build?
Ask about our
Construction 

Loans. 

 

 

Mark Bechaver
Monte Vista

Joelle Boos-
Medina

West Alamosa

 

   

Dawn Martin
Monte Vista

Andrea Archuleta-
Cisneros
Alamosa

Pam Malmberg
Alamosa

SSamantha Hall
Alamosa

We save you time and money with a one-step 
financing process. With a construction loan from 

San Luis Valley Federal Bank, you close only once
resulting in BIG savings in fees, expenses, and 

hassle. When your home is completed, your 
construction loan automatically converts to long-

term financing. Low rates + extraordinary service + 
one-closing construction loans 

= A GREAT DEAL! Call us TODAY!

 
401 Edison
Alamosa

3415 Mariposa
Alamosa

330 Solar
Monte Vista 

  

www.slvfed.com
NMLS# 403374

 

QUANTUM TOUCH & MORE 
Experience energy healing on a subatomic level! 

Call Susan Pierce at 970/518-6990 or 719/256-5192 
susmpierce@gmail.com

non-manipulative energy work

Vicki Matthews   719/256-5020

Welcome Piper !

C O M M U N I T Y  P R E S C H O O L

Perfumes, silk scarves, wool shawls, 
jewelry, saris, incense, candles, tapes, 
books, purses, bronze murtis, stone 

statuary, & other great gift items too.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

New Hours: 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

Email: shop@BabajiAshram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Many yummy Weleda 
Organic Body Lotions 

now in stock.  Special on 
Waleda Body Lotion & 
Wash combo $19.50  
Mention this ad and 
receive 10% off on 

all purchases.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:susmpierce@gmail.com
http://www.slvfed.com
mailto:shop@BabajiAshram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
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by Dr. Reginald A. Ray
In East Tibet, during the late 

18th and 19th centuries, men and 
women practitioners who were dis-
couraged by the politics of Tibetan 
Buddhism and the destructive com-
petitiveness between the different 
sects and monasteries developed 
an important teaching they called 
Rimé. These practitioners believed 
that the dharma should be Rimé—
“non-territorial”— that we should 
all come from our different line-
ages, each with our own teachers, 
our own tradition, and our own re-
sponsibility to carry on our own lin-
eage with integrity, but we should 
share openly with each other at the 
deepest possible levels. We should 
enter into deep communion with 
each other. As spiritual practition-
ers, the lineage we carry lays bare 
our fundamental essence, and 
when we share that with each oth-
er we’re sharing who we most fun-
damentally are. In this way Rimé 
is a teaching about intimacy, about 
communion, how to truly meet each 
other. As spiritual practitioners, we 
have so much to learn from each 
other, and when we hide out in our 
traditions and put up strong barri-
ers against other traditions, when 
we think, “I have the best lineage 
and I’m not really interested in you 
or what you’re doing,” it’s not really 
dharma anymore. It’s just samsara 
all over again. 

Surprisingly enough, recent 
genetic research has indirectly con-
firmed the historical depth and the 
legitimacy of the Rimé approach.  
Genetic science has discovered that 
at the origins of our species, hun-
dreds of thousands of years ago, 
we were one community in North 
Africa and we practiced some form 
of spirituality. It is believed that 
there were no more than 1,000-

2,000 of us in that original, human 
group—a community about the 
size of Crestone. When we eventu-
ally left North Africa, and started 
spreading throughout the world, 
we took with us that original spir-
ituality; over time, it morphed and 
developed into all of the indige-
nous traditions, and then all of the 
world’s so called “great” religions. 
We now know that despite their 
differences, there’s a great deal 
that we all share; the basic pre-
disposition to language and many 
other aspects of culture, including 
our human spirituality, and even 
specific forms and patterns of that 
original spirituality still exist and 
live in all of us. We have specific 
genes in us that are connected with 
our spiritual lives as humans, and 
we all share them. For example, we 
all share a very deep yearning to 
open ourselves to our own depths, 
to other people, to nature, to the 
universe, and to love in a selfless 
way. In modern people it’s often 
covered over, but it’s still there. It 
cannot be destroyed and it never 
completely disappears, because it 
is at the very basis of who we are as 
humans. And it is most beautifully 
expressed in our various spiritual 
traditions. 

Over the past 30 years, there’s 
been a lot of dialogue among the 
religions, of course, but most of 
these dialogues have focused on 
talking and have remained some-
what superficial. We have an in-
credibly unique opportunity here 
in Crestone, with its beautiful and 
intense spiritual energy, where we 
can explore each other’s spiritual 
traditions in a much more open 
way than is often the case else-
where. We can engage each other 
at a depth of experience that is just 
not very common. Let us learn from 

each other how our traditions see 
the goodness of the human person. 
I would like to know how you access 
the wisdom, the openness, the infi-
nite depth, and the love that we all 
have underneath the apparent sur-
face of who we are. I want to learn 
from you, so that my experience of 
my own life and even of my own 
tradition may be more profound 
and true. And I want to share what 
I’ve seen and experienced with you.

All of the different religions 
have something to contribute, and 
we need each other, like children in 
a family who’ve gone their separate 
ways and taken this or that part of 
their upbringing, but only part of 
the whole picture. Perhaps in this 
day and age, it is only by joining 
in true, intimate community with 
people of other faiths and other 
ways of practice that we can regain 
our original wholeness, because 
none of our traditions are whole 

or complete in and of themselves. 
Our traditions are all profound and 
wonderful, but they are all no more 
than partial.

So what I would like to offer on 
behalf of Dharma Ocean is a place 
to meet once a week and practice 
together, from now into the indefi-
nite future. For now we’re meeting 
Wednesday nights from 6-7:30pm 
at the Blazing Mountain Retreat 
Center, the Dharma Ocean space, 
and for now I’ll be offering some 
teachings, but over time I want to 
invite the other wonderful teachers 
in this valley to come and teach. I 
want to come and learn from the 
different native, Zen, Theravadin, 
Tibetan, Sufi, Hindu, Carmelite 
teachers and others—all the people 
here.

That’s my idea. Over time, 
we’ll see what happens—we don’t 
really know yet. But we do know 
this hasn’t really been done before.

Communion across spiritual boundaries

Dr. Reginald A. Ray brings us four decades of study and intensive meditation practice 
within the Tibetan Buddhist tradition.  He currently resides in Crestone and Boulder, 
Colorado where he is the Spiritual Director of the Dharma Ocean Foundation, a non-
profit educational organization dedicated to the study, practice, and preservation of the 
teachings of Chögyam Trungpa Rinpoche and the practice lineage he embodied.

The Beautiful Silence of a Still Mind:
An Open Invitation

Dharma Ocean warmly welcomes the Crestone community to join 
us every Wednesday from 6:00–7:30 p.m. for an ongoing sitting 
group, featuring meditation, discussion, and teaching with 
Dr. Reginald A. Ray and other spiritual teachers from various 
traditions.

Members of all spiritual traditions are welcome.

No previous meditation experience is required.

Wednesday evenings from 6:00–7:30 p.m.  Locations will vary. 

For current information
about location & teachers go to:

http://crestone.dharmaocean.org
or call (719) 588-3210

photo by Am
y Stahl

Bridge in the woods outside Dharma Ocean’s Blazing Mountain Retreat Center. 
 photo by Anke Perkert 
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Joyce Meyer
Do you ever feel like life is 

too complicated? Or have you ever 
found yourself saying things like, 
“I just can’t take this. It’s all too 
much!”

In the world we live in today, 
it’s easy to get to this point. And 
I’ve discovered that many times, 
we feel this way because we’re not 
free to be who God created us to be 
and do what He’s calling us to do.

Many people feel so pressured 
by the expectations of others that it 
causes them to be frustrated, mis-
erable and confused about what 
they should do. But there is a way 
to live a simple, joy-filled, peaceful 
life, and the key is learning how to 
be led by the Holy Spirit, not the 
traditions or expectations of man.

T h e 
trappings 
of tradition

Traditions are a common part 
of our lives. They can be good, and 
not all traditions are wrong, but 
sometimes they can take the joy 
out of life.

Traditions can be defined as 
manmade rituals or ceremonies or 
a way of doing a certain thing; they 
are done repeatedly over a long pe-
riod of time and are handed down 
from generation to generation. The 
problem occurs when we feel obli-
gated to do them to be right with 
God or other people.

In Matthew 15:6 (AMP), Jesus 
said to the Pharisees, “For the sake 
of your traditions (the rules handed 

down by your forefathers), you have 
set aside the Word of God.” Now, I 
think it’s interesting to note here 
that while God gave Moses the 10 
Commandments, by this time, re-
ligious people had taken those 10 
and turned them into 2,000 rules 
and regulations. No wonder we 
need to hear about grace!

What we need to understand 
is that when traditions become 
laws, rules, obligations and expec-
tations others put on us that we 
don’t want to fulfill, then they lose 
real meaning and steal the joy from 
our lives. And if we’re too religious, 
we won’t be able to be led by the 
Holy Spirit and enjoy an intimate 
relationship with Him.

Learning to be free from 
legalism

God’s plan is for us to be free 
to be led by the Holy Spirit—in eve-
ry part of our lives. Because if we’re 
not led by the Holy Spirit, we’ll get 
sucked up into what I call the “sys-
tem” of doing what we think we are 
supposed to do based on people’s 
expectations and requirements. In 
the process, we won’t do what God 
has put in our hearts to do. 

I remember a time when God 
spoke to my heart and told me not 
to do anything for Him out of obli-
gation. See, whatever we do during 
our daily time with God, it needs to 
mean something to us; otherwise 
we are being legalistic, and there is 
no life in religious traditions that 
we do based on obligation or what 
others expect.

Be led & follow your heart
It’s so important for us to 

learn how to be led by the Holy 
Spirit and follow the desires God 
puts in our heart. Second Corinthi-

ans 3:6 (AMP) says, “The code [of 
the Law] kills, but the [Holy] Spirit 
makes alive.” In other words, the 
letter of the law (or legalism) min-
isters death to us, but the Spirit 
makes us alive!

When I follow my heart, I’m 
not praying or reading the Bible to 
keep God happy with me—I’m do-
ing it because I love spending time 
with Him and it has meaning for 
me. Sometimes I just sit still and 
enjoy God’s presence. Other times I 
will intercede for someone or read a 
particular book that’s on my heart. 
Once while I was exercising, I lis-
tened to a good message and spent 
time praying. My time with God is 
meaningful when my heart is in it. 
And I want to do whatever will lead 
me into the presence of God.

In the world, life is compli-
cated. But I want to encourage you 
to seek the Lord with all of your 
heart, and do what He’s calling you 
to do. Enjoy your relationship with 
Him and discover more about who 
you are in Christ. You will have 
peace and joy as you are simply led 
by the Holy Spirit.

For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.















































 
  












Moving Up Higher
Find peace & joy 
by living the simple life

Sunday Services                                         
Bible Study Wednesdays                           
Prayer Services Mon & Fri                       
Food Bank Tuesdays  
Prayer Breakfast at Earl LeRoy’s house
Every second Saturday of the month at

 

Joyce Meyer Article
Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of Hwy 17 and Moffat Way
Everyone is Welcomed – Please join us:

3:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm

8 am
* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 256-4277

or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.joycemeyer.org
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of the building. Current code requires 
that schools use 1/3 fresh air when 
heating a building in order to keep a 
high concentration of fresh air and to 
avoid recirculating germs. The current 
heating system does not meet this re-
quirement.

Plumbing: Though the build-
ing was remodeled in 1993-1997, most 
of the plumbing was carried over from 
the 1950s and 1980s systems. These 
systems have been affected by the 
same sulfate attack as the foundation 
mentioned earlier. Many of the internal 
pipes have been found to have eroded 
or are breaking due to exceeding their 
life cycle.  During the 2011-2012 school 
year, the school lost four days of instruc-
tion due to old pipes breaking. 

Security: With the tragedy in 
New Town, CT, schools across the coun-
try have reviewed their safety proce-
dures, Moffat is no different. In the 
review of the facility, many deficiencies 
were discovered that were created due 
to design flaws of the building. An ex-
ample of this is the ability to control 
the entrances and exits of the building. 

They are compromised due to the fact 
the building was designed in 4 different 
phases. 

At the January special Board 
of Education meeting, Wold and dis-
trict administration were instructed 
to submit a grant application for the 
March 2013 cycle of Building Excel-
lent Schools Today (BEST) program. 
The district has submitted the grant 
to CDE and will present the applica-
tion to the BEST board  in May 28-30 of 
2013. Funding determination will then 
be released in June-July of 2013. A key 
part of the grant is that the district 
will be asked to match a portion of the 
grant with local funds. If the district is 
awarded the grant, the BOE will then 
ask the members of the community to 
fund a matching portion of the total cost 
through a mil levy.    

With the district receiving the 
“Accredited with Distinction” award for 
being in the top 10% of districts in the 
state and the Moffat Middle School re-
ceiving the “Governor’s Distinguished 
Improvement” award, it is the BOE’s 
and the Facilities Master Planning 
Committee’s hope that students of to-
day and of tomorrow will have a facility 
that can continue to provide them an 
educational space to thrive.

SolarReserve 

a receiver atop the tower and store the energy in molten potassium and so-
dium nitrate salts. The salts could hold enough heat to run a generator for up 
to 12 hours after the sun goes down, making the storage feature important to 
farms and homes that require power after dark. 

 The proposed project would displace 39 irrigation circles and save 8800 
acre-feet of well-water, 6300 of which is “consumptive”. This could make a 
significant dent in the number of irrigation circles that are mandated to be 
taken out of production in the valley to help preserve groundwater. Commis-
sioner Ken Anderson estimates this project alone would meet one-quarter of 
the acreage requirement. Only 150 acre-feet of water are projected to be used 
by the project, and SR has made arrangements to purchase surface water and 
convey it to the project, where it will be stored underground for use as needed.

 A positive for Saguache County would be jobs. A similar project by SR is 
currently being constructed near Tonopah, Nevada. Currently there are 460 
workers on the project with a projected 600 to 700 at peak. Green states that 
there will be 50 long-term jobs created in Saguache County, with skill levels 
ranging from top managers to mirror washers. SR has pledged $200,000 to 
provide training to local workers to improve their skills. In the 1041 Permit 
with Saguache County, SR committed to hiring 40% of the 50 long-term jobs 
from Saguache County, as well as making commercially reasonable efforts to 
hire San Luis Valley residents during the construction phase. Mike Gibson of 
the Rio Grande Conservation Roundtable expressed a concern that SR might 
not find an adequate number of workers who could pass a drug and alcohol 
test, to which Adam Green responded that passing such a test could be a re-
quirement. 

 As agricultural land, the site now brings in $30,000 in taxes to the coun-
ty. As industrial property, it would bring in $425,000 annually to county cof-
fers.

 Questions remain, however, about the projects’ impacts to birds.  The 
application does not specifically address birds that fly into the field of mirrors, 
nor provide specific mitigations for such. Green says, “What we did is com-
mit to work with the relevant agencies to produce such a plan in advance of 
construction, which is the same step we’ve taken on federal land in Nevada 
and on private land in California.” In many respects, this is unknown terri-
tory, since there have been no projects of this size built in areas known to be 
significant flyways, such as the San Luis Valley. Attendees also expressed 
concern with the chemical-laden evaporation ponds as attractants to birds, 
especially as many traditional wetlands have dried up in the drought.

 Construction at the Tonopah facility is being directed by ACS Cobra, a 
Spanish firm that built multiple facilities in Spain, including over 50 mega-
watts of power towers and hundreds of megawatts of other solar projects. 
ACS Cobra is providing both expertise as a contractor and investors for the 
project. While the cost of construction makes the cost of the power seem pro-
hibitive at the moment, Green said that once the project is constructed the 
power plant can be run at a very low cost for the next 30 years, the expected 
life of the facility, because the fuel source is free. This “insures against volatil-
ity” of power prices over that 30-year period. At the end of the 30 years, the 
facility could be renovated and continue working, if it is desirable.

 Asked if a new power line was necessary to carry power to market, 
Green said there is adequate transmission capacity for the first 100 MW pro-
ject. If a second tower and array is to be built, it would need new transmission 
lines, which would take at least 10 years to complete.

 Green is asking local elected officials and representatives to send letters 
to the governor and PUC in support of the project. He is stressing that the 
project provides energy security, jobs for valley residents, greater protection 
for the environment than coal- or gas-fired plants, and insulation from rises 
in fuel prices. SolarReserve can provide energy storage, a reduction in risk 
since it has already been permitted, and significant water conservation. No 
new transmission lines are needed at the moment, as transmission is avail-
able next to the site.

 Letters can be sent to Governor John Hickenlooper at 136 State Capital, 
Denver, CO. 80203-1792. Adam Green can be contacted at adam.green@solar-
reserve.com.

continued from page 1

Moffat School deterioration

continued from page 1

Sulfate crystals growing and disintegrating the foundation of the 1921 building.

Foundation deterioration rages from 25% to 33% in the 1921 building. 

Example of wall erosion behind remodeled drywall in the 1921 building.

MountainSide Massage & Colonics

Great News!  Its time for Spring 
cleansing - and I will continue 
my colonic services in Crestone 
uninterrupted.  
Book your appointment now! 

• Colonics • Therapeutic Bodywork 
• Chi Nei Tsang

970.290.7710 •  719 .256 .5324
AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom.blogspot.com

MountainSide Massage & Colonics
Anna Louise Stewart  •  CMT, CCT

mailto:adam.green@solar-reserve.com
mailto:adam.green@solar-reserve.com
mailto:adam.green@solar-reserve.com
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
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 Aventa Credit Union. . . In Your Interest

           Center   Crestone                 
            Colorado Springs   Pueblo

      aventa.com 
      800.555.6665

Aventa has made a commitment to continue to communicate with Saguache County on a monthly basis through The Crestone 
Eagle. With the intent to keep open communication as to Aventa’s direction in Saguache County, we encourage you to email us 
your financial topics of interests, questions or comments to feedback@aventa.com.  

Sim
plify Your Life with a KISS

Aventa’s Keep It Simple Signature 
(KISS) Loan can help you consoli-
date debt, pay for home improve-
ments or take a dream vacation. 
We offer flexible terms with rates as                                                   
low as 7.49% APR* and unlike 
credit cards, when you consolidate 
your debt with a Signature Loan, 
you know exactly when your loan 
will be paid off.

Apply now and you will be 
entered** into a drawing for a 
chance to win a $200 King Soopers 
Gift Card. Plus you will receive a 
FREE CREDIT REPORT which we 
will review with you.

               To apply, visit aventa.com     
 or call 800.555.6665.

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. For a $10,000 Signature Loan for a term of 60 months with a 
7.49%APR, the monthly payment will be $200.33. Equal Opportunity Lender. Federally Insured by 
NCUA. All loans subject to approval. Rates, terms and conditions depend on qualifications. Must 
be a member or qualify for membership to receive a loan. ** You are entered into the drawing upon 
funding of loan. Visit aventa.com for rules and eligibility. Special offer ends 04.30.13. 

Federally Insured by NCUA.

BECOME A MEMBER
IF YOU LIVE OR WORK IN 
SAGUACHE COUNTY YOU 

ARE ELIGIBLE TO JOIN

Serving the financial needs 
of Saguache County, Aventa 
offers the products and
services for every stage 
of life including mortgages, 
auto loans, checking, 
bill pay, and savings.

We invite you to join Aventa Credit Union. 
To open an account, stop by any location, visit 
aventa.com or give us a call at 800.555.6665.

Why Was My Check Placed On Hold? 

This is a concern 
some members 
have voiced as 
Aventa has been 
a bit stricter 
with check holds 
than what has 
been done in the 
past. Why?

Quite simply, 
fraud. The 
alarming rise 
in check fraud, 
scams, 
counterfeit items 
and identity 

theft has required us to take greater precautions to protect 
our members.  Remember, as a member you are an owner 
of Aventa Credit Union so credit union loses are really 
your losses. 

We understand that check holds are an inconvenience; 
however, Aventa must be and is in compliance with 
the Availability of Funds and Collection of Checks 
(Regulation CC) which regulates check holds. Financial 
Institutions hold checks for several reasons, all based on 
the need to ensure that the check will be honored by the 
financial institution on which it is drawn. This wait, some-
times called a “clearing period” prevents the funds from 
being used by the member right away to test for fraud or 
insufficient funds on the part of the check writer. Regula-
tion CC also establishes maximum hold periods to protect 
the consumer – so the financial institution cannot hold a 
deposit for a longer time than the regulation stipulates. 

Fraud continues to be on the rise and scammers are quite 
good at what they do. The next time a hold is placed on 
one of your checks, don’t’ think inconvenience, think pro-
tection.  Aventa Credit Union is committed to safeguard-
ing our members against fraud.  

For information on Aventa’s check holds, a detailed Funds 
Availability Policy is available at each branch or you can 
call us at 800.555.6665. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:feedback@aventa.com
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This interview with Dean 
Lloyd (DL) is one of a series of inter-
views with members of the Compa-
ny of Players. Dean premiered with 
the Company in Storyville III’s pro-
duction at Shumei last year. Ammi 
Kohn (AK) is the interviewer. Dean 
is a Doctor of Oriental Medicine. 

AK  What was the formative 
influence in your life that led to your 
interest in storytell-
ing? 

DL  When I 
was mute because 
of a very serious 
hockey accident 
[Ammi’s Note: this 
incident was the ba-
sis of Dean’s vignette 
in The Company of 
Player’s Storyville 
III production], I re-
lated to the world by 
telling stories in my 
head. I created an in-
ner life of what I wanted to speak 
or experience if my speech returned. 
I would also talk to animals psychi-
cally. 

AK You’ve had storytelling 
experience in different settings, cor-
rect? 

DL I’ve told stories as living 
history, starting as a 16th century 
friar speaking to children. I told sto-
ries recently at the Crestone Char-
ter School, dressing up in costumes 
and telling stories of the old west 
mostly. I have told stories of differ-
ent historical periods and cultures. 
In California about 30 years ago, I 
worked in the court system where 
I interviewed convected felons who 
told their story of past drug experi-
ences as part of the rehabilitation 
process ordered by the court. 

AK What was different about 

telling a story with the Company of 
Players? 

DL More freedom and space 
to move and be animated. I enjoy 
physical movement and expression. 
Being directed was difficult for me 
at first. I had always had complete 
freedom alone. 

AK  And working with other 
people as a member of the Company 

of Players? 
DL That defi-

nitely was different. 
I had always worked 
by myself. I enjoyed 
and learned a lot 
by seeing how other 
members of the com-
pany developed their 
stories. I picked up 
on different styles 
and mannerisms 
than my own. 

AK Do you 
have other stories like 

your hockey accident and its effect 
on your life? 

DL  I have lots of stories from 
my experiences as a process server 
and working for a private investiga-
tor. I have doctor stories about how 
people treat and mistreat them-
selves and touching stories about 
how they overcome difficulties. 
Also, stories about doctors talking 
about their patients and how they 
perceive themselves. 

AK Any final comments? 
DL The story of our highs and 

lows seem to be best handed down 
by the word of mouth; the personal 
touch. I aim to improve others’ qual-
ity of life (and myself) by sharing 
my stories. FYI: My new radio show 
(as of July, 2012) can be heard live 
and is archived for free by going to 
www.acutone.com. 

Company of Players 
interviews Dean Lloyd 

by Ish
1/ The Con 

Artist: A fun mov-
ie with adventure, 
creativity and a 
dash of romance.  

An ex-con trying to go straight (Ros-
sif Sutherland) is forced back into 
stealing cars by his former boss 
(Donald Sutherland).  He vents via 
welding sculptures from discarded 
auto parts . . . enter a seductive art 
dealer (Rebecca Romijn) who dis-
covers his talents and the rest has 
an edge of “art”, conmanship, ad-
venture and fun.

2/ Prometheus: Here’s a sci-fi 
film that starts out with great hope 
and of course turns quite “noir” from 
there.  They unearth an artifact 
that gives indications of the origins 
of humankind but may well turn 
into a threat to the species altogeth-
er.  Stars Noomi Rapace, Michael 
Fassbender and Carlize Theron.

3/ Immortals: Based on, per-
haps a version of, Greek mythology, 

King Hyperion searches for a myth-
ical weapon that can free the blood-
thirsty Titans to overpower the gods 
and enslave humanity. The gods are 
unable to interfere directly so they 
choose Theseus, a mortal to defend 
them. Henry Cavill, Mickey Rourke, 
Stephen Dorff and John Hurt.

4/ Larry Crowne: Fun, sweet 
romantic comedy . . . after he’s laid 
off from his long-time job from a 
big box retail giant he goes through 
changes about his life and decides 
to go back to college where he finds 
a new perspective and a new ro-
mance. Tom Hanks, Julia Roberts, 
Cedric the Entertainer and Pam 
Grier.

5/ The Young Americans: 
There’s an unusual crime mob in 
London made up of young criminals 
dealing drugs in the streets and led 
by an American, so Scotland Yard 
decides to recruit a DEA agent with 
a strong reputation to take them 
on . . . and he does. Harvey Keitel, 
Viggo Mortensen and others.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Open 10am to 10pm, Closed Thursdays.
Phone:   719-378-2807
Address:1991 Co. Rd. 63, Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

Closed for Painting & Maintenance April 4th-14th

FOR ALL YOUR BIKING, HIKING 
PACKING, CLIMBING, NEEDS 
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(719) 589-9759 
www.KristiMountainSports.com 

EXPERT FITTING 
PROFESSIONAL REPAIRS 
RENTALS 
CAR RACKS 
TRAIL INFORMATION 
WE SERVICE ALL BRANDS 

MOUNTAIN    ROAD    BMX 

HELMETS • GLOVES • SHORTS • SHOES • SEATS • TRAILERS • CAR RACKS • PARTS • USGS MAPS 

FOOTWEAR • TENTS • PACKS • FILTERS • STOVES • CLIMBING GEAR • SUNGLASSES • COMPASSES 

FEATURES THAT WORK 
QUALITY THAT LASTS 
GREAT PRODUCTS AND 

SERVICE SINCE 1969 

KRZA 
WWW.KRZA.ORG 

Dean Lloyd.

10% off
Second

Sundays

http://www.acutone.com
http://www.s
http://www.KristiMountainSports.com
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by Ginger Stringer 
On February 28, 2013 Mof-

fat Consolidated School District 
hosted the 2013 District Science 
Fair.  Over 30 middle school stu-
dents and 6 high school students 
presented projects for the judges 
to consider.  Middle school winners 
Felix Roberts and Maori Baca (Mof-
fat Middle School) represented the 
district at the SLV Regional Sci-
ence Fair March 7 & 8, 2013.

Winners of the District 
Science Fair

High School
1. Marquis Baker and Elaine 

Wellman (Moffat High School), 
Best Angle to Pull a Tablecloth 
from Under a Place Setting

2. Ellyon Williamson (Moffat 
High School), Horse Creme Genetics

Middle School
1. Felix Roberts and Maori 

Baca (Moffat Middle School), Po-
tato vs. Lemon

2. Rio Kane and Alexis Brew-
er (Crestone Charter School), Art of 
Pain

3. Avery Chambers (Creston 
Charter School),  Biogas Scrubbing 
tied with Taleb Nelson and Desity 
Rude (Crestone Charter School), 
Vibration Sensation

Honorable mentions
Alyssa Chavez and Holly Full-

er (Moffat Middle School), Keep 
your cash, smash your trash

Max Ewy (Moffat Middle 
School), Which leavening works 
best in biscuits

Ella Jepson (Crestone Char-
ter School), Mirror, Mirror

Sophia Baker and Elizabeth 
Derkum (Crestone Charter School), 
GMO and Rats

District Science Fair winners 

by  Sarah Fox
Kindergarten and first grade celebrated the 100th day of school. We 

had many activities that celebrated the number 100. We read 100 books as 
a class, we built a tower with 100 cups, we found out how many frames we 
could fill with 100 googly eyes, and students shared projects they did with 
the number 100. One student collected 100 pine needles; another built a 
house with 100 craft sticks and one made a necklace with 100 beans! Over-
all, we had a wonderful time celebrating 100 days of learning!

by Dale Smith 
This month Moffat 2nd/3rd graders have been exploring North Amer-

ica’s distant past. The students have been discovering the earliest Ameri-
cans, including the Inuit of the northernmost parts of North America (Can-
ada, which they still call home), The Anasazi of the southwest, and most 
recently the Mound Builder culture of North America’s midwest region, 
from nearly a thousand years ago. 

 The students are now engaged in creating a village, referred to as “Ca-
hokia” by local native tribes. People in the 1800’s discovered the mounds 
that represented this village. Archeologists found evidence that Cahokia 
was a bustling village, of over 20,000 people. The 2nd/3rd graders of Moffat 
School are finding out about the many characteristics of the Mound Build-
er society and how these people of long, long ago organized their villages 
for efficiency. They’ve found that within the Mound Builders society, the 
members each played a role from the youngest to the oldest. By bartering, 
creating, and collaborating their communities thrived. 

Mr. Smith’s explorers  

Moffat School news 100th day of school celebration  

The students are now engaged in creating a village, referred to as “Cahokia” by local na-
tive tribes.  photo by Dale Smith

Moffat students work out some physics by trying to create a whirlpool together in the 
pool.  photo by Lyndal Smith 

Pictured here are the First Annual Chili 
Cook Off sponsors, Joel and Amber 
Johnson.  photo by Michelle Hashbarger 

Moffat human pyramid:  bottom row(l-r) 
Megan Black, Marquis Baker, Brandon 
Garcia, Shaulin Rinaldis; next row (l-r) 
Rebecca Drake, Sierra Swartz, Nick Mar-
lette; next row (l-r) Stohry Rinaldis, Renee 
Freel; top-Marlon Jacobi. 
 photo by Kaley VanArsdale 






























Join us Saturday,  March 30th 10am -  5pm for  our
Easter  Eve Eggstravaganza

(see kaltoys.com for details)

Worried?
Let us do the worrying for you!

P r o f e s s i o n a l  W o r r i e r s  s i n c e  1 9 8 6
All your worries taken care of:

No Action - Guaranteed!
Just Worrying*

*Absolutely no refunds or exchanges!!!
*Any worrying on your part makes this contract null & void

Zombies
Chem Trails

Global Warming
Lizard Politicians

Health
Family

Neighbors
Significant Others

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


The Crestone Eagle • April, 2013 • Page 25 

CCS middle school students 
earned honors at the District Science 
Fair, including:

Second Place to Alexis Brewer 
and Rio Kane for “The Art of Pain” 
which examined pain tolerance and 
the use of music and video games. 
Students learned that the more in-
teractive the “sedative” the more pain 
tolerance it provided to subjects who 
kept their feet in a tub of ice water.  
Third Place was a tie between Taleb 

Nelson and Destiny Brewer for “Vibra-
tion Monster” and Avery Chambers 
for his project “Anaerobic Bio-Gas”.  
Honorable mentions were earned by 
Sophie Dillo and Lizzy Dercum for 
“GMO Testing Preferences of Rats” 
and Ella Jepsen for “Mirror Mirror.” 
At the heart of these students’ success 
is their teacher, Chris Sartain, who is 
completing his first year as Crestone 
Charter School’s Science and Math 
middle school instructor. 

Crestone Charter School students earn 
science honors

New director 
named for Crestone 
Charter School

CCS middle school presents 
Romeo and Juliet

After an intensive interview 
process involving nearly thirty stake-
holders including parents, staff and 
district employees, the Crestone Char-
ter School Governing Council has 
chosen its next leader, Mr. Michael 
Hayes. Michael has lived his passion 
for alternative education through a 
variety of public and private educa-
tional programs including Colorado 
Rocky Mountain School in Carbon-
dale, where he designed and taught 

Advanced Placement Environmental Science and Statistics and led intensive 
week-long courses in sea kayaking, marine ecology, biodiesel and blacksmith-
ing. He served as the environmental education instructor at the Moses Brown 
School in Providence, Rhode Island, and is currently teaching at the Horizons 
Exploratory Academy in Salida. 

Mr. Hayes has accumulated fifteen years of experience in public and 
private school settings and says this about his experience, “Currently, I work 
alongside one other teacher serving a student body of twenty-five students who 
have had difficulty in traditional academic settings.  As an educator, I value 
developing strong relationships and collaboration throughout the school com-
munity. I believe that intentional experiential curriculum can lead students 
to realize their potential and become thoughtful and engaged human beings.” 

Mr. Hayes begins official service July 1 as the Director of the Crestone 
Charter School. The Governing Council would like to thank the following com-
munity members who were invited and/or participated in the pre-screening 
and to those who participated in the interview process, including Steve Storm, 
Angela Anderson, Vesper Gers, Josefina Gordh, Michelle Beelendorf, Karen 
Potter, Marie-Louise Baker, Gayatri Devi, Merry Marion, John Michael Wick-
ett, Grace Anderson, Maria LiPuma, Chris Sartain, Daya Scheide, Karen 
Acker, Mark Mikow, Scott Teider, Lyndsay Duebber, Alison Ramadei, Laura 
Karnes, Deb Morley, Carolina Sartain, Kirk Banghart and Sage Godfrey.

After reading the great work, 
Daya Schiede took his eighth grade 
Language Arts students to Denver 
this winter to see a live production of 
Romeo and Juliet. The action leapt 
from the page and into the imagina-
tions of these inspired students and 
they decided to take on their own 
class production of R & J. With di-
rection from their teacher, beautiful 
choreography by para-professional 
Caroline Root, and simple but har-
dy stage-combat scenes, the middle 
school students will offer their pro-
duction to the public on Friday April 
12 at 6pm in the Rainbow Hall at 
CCS. The students’ teachers, Daya 
Scheide and Chris Sartain, will also 
take on roles as the Lords Capulet 
and Montague. This precious pro-
duction is not to be missed. Proceeds 
will benefit the middle school expedi-
tionary travel program. For more in-
formation contact CCS at 256-4907.

Michael Hayes, the new Director at the 
Crestone Charter School.

 Teacher Chris Sartain with students Rio Kane and Alexis Brewer at this year’s Moffat 
District Science Fair.

Liam Off gives Destiny Rude a whirl at the 
revels in Romeo and Juliet.

It’s not all TCAP testing! LINK students took a 
break from standardized test week to play earth 
ball and celebrate the spring-like weather.  
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by David Nicholas
It’s been another busy month, 

and this article ends as President 
Obama goes to Israel. It’s not Nixon 
in China, which became an opera of 
the same name years after President 
Nixon’s foreign policy triumph, open-
ing up US/China relations in 1972. 
But Mr. Obama fronting Binyamin 
Netanyahu in his home turf is about 
timing. After a particularly punish-
ing election, where Mr. Netanyahu’s 
power was quite diminished and 
where, by contrast, the President 
won re-election with a solid majority, 
this visit could be a test of wills.  

 The personal dislike of the 
Prime Minister among poor and 
middle-class Israelis has had him 
negotiating right up to the day be-
fore the President’s visit to form a 
coalition with people who think they 
could do a better job of governing 
Israel than he could. In my opinion, 
they could do no worse and probably 
much better. For more on this, read 
below under War with Iran. The real 
news follows.

Sequester in place
At 10pm on February 27, 

President Obama signed the order 
to implement the across-the-board 
budgets cuts that were to begin at 
midnight. The sequester cuts come 
because of the Budget Control Act 
of 2011, a deal hashed out between 
the House of Representatives and 

the White 
House in 
order to get 
the debt 
ceiling in-
crease ap-
proved in 
that year. 
The agreement was cited as a deal 
that would never come to pass, but 
it did. 

What will happen is that the 
first of $1.2 trillion in cuts will take 
place over 10 years. This year’s al-
location is $85.4bn. Most manda-
tory programs, like Medicaid and 
Social Security, and in particular 
low-income programs like Tempo-
rary Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF, or welfare) and the Supple-
mental Nutritional Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP, or food stamps) were 
exempt from the sequester. However 
some low-income programs, most 
notably aid for Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) and the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program 
(LEAP), are subject to cuts.

How the sequester cuts play 
out this year are as follows:

• $42.7 billion in defense cuts 
(a 7.9% cut). 

• $28.7 billion in domestic dis-
cretionary cuts (a 5.3% cut). 

• $9.9 billion in Medicare cuts 
(a 2% cut). 

• $4 billion in other manda-

tory cuts (a 5.8% cut to nondefense 
programs, and a 7.8% cut to manda-
tory defense programs).

More will be cut in 2014 and 
later; from 2014 to 2021, the seques-
ter will cut $87 to $92 billion from 
the discretionary budget every year, 
and $109 billion total.

The finger pointing has been 
going on by both sides as to who 
would be blamed  for the cuts when 
the pain is finally felt, probably be-
ginning in mid April. Both sides 
were dug in on their positions. Presi-
dent Obama, while agreeing to cuts 
in some entitlements, also wanted 
permanent revenue increases by 
closing tax loopholes to the wealthy 
1%, so they would actually pay their 
fair share of taxes. 

House Republicans led by 
the House Speaker John Boehner 
(R-OH), a mere puppet for the real 
GOP power broker Eric Cantor (R-
VA), insisted on cuts to entitlement 
programs only, no revenue increas-
es. They all thought the President 
would cave and that if he didn’t that 
he would get the blame. The Presi-
dent spent of lot of time in late Feb-
ruary using his bully pulpit to dump 
on the Republicans for holding the 
nation for ransom. 

Of the two sides, the most 
nervous are the Republicans, and if 
you go to the first bullet above, you 
see $42.7bn in defense cuts. It just 
so happens most defense spend-
ing occurs in Republican-held seats 
around the country and it will be 
clear that when the cuts start kick-
ing in, phones will be ringing off the 
hook in GOP House members’ local 
offices. 

So that’s clear, right. Read on.
Congress waves white flag, 

mostly
At the time of writing, the Sen-

ate 73-26 approved legislation that 
would fund the government through 
the end of September and avoid a 
partial federal shutdown, as well as 

soften the blow of sweeping spending 
cuts. With bipartisan consent, it puts 
off the tricky bit, which was part of 
the deal approving the extension 
of the debt ceiling last December. 
Then, the proviso was that Congress 
had to draw up a budget by April 15, 
or be denied salary payments until 
they did. Both House GOP and Sen-
ate Democrats agreed that is what 
should happen. Marvelous thing bi-
partisanship when it needs to be.

What the vote doesn’t change 
is that the debt ceiling negotiation 
is back on the docket to be hashed 
out and approved by May 17, and 
it remains to be seen whether GOP 
House members will dig in and be 
obstructive on this issue once again. 
My opinion is that they are not look-
ing for a rancorous fight over this, 
which has happened previously, as 
President Obama has nothing to 
lose, whatever they do. He will just 
keep on being reasonable. In poli-
tics, reasonableness is a politician’s 
nightmare, if you are the one not 
being seen as such. So, by May 1 we 
will have a better sense of how this 
will play out.

Cabinet appointments
Despite the ruckus in February, 

Chuck Hagel’s appointment as Sec-
retary of Defense passed a vote on the 
floor of the Senate 58-40 on Feb. 26. 
The confirmation was a along party 
lines. Confirmation only came after 
a filibuster by Senator Jim Inhofe (R-
TN), when Democrats tried to close 
debate on Hagel’s nomination and 
failed 58-40 with one present and 
one not voting. This filibuster marks 
the first time a cabinet nominee was 
successfully filibustered.

Just for added spite CIA Direc-
tor John Brennan’s nomination was 
also confirmed after another filibus-
ter, this one by Kentucky Senator 
Rand Paul who filibustered for 12 
hours until the US Attorney Gen-
eral Holder has reassured him that 
citizens in the United States could 

The Washington Beat
Obama in Israel: Not an opera

April showers bring
April Discount!

Crestone Telecom wishes to express our appreciation with an 
installation special for Crestone Residents

Receive $50.00 off your installation
with promo code:  APR108 

Sign up today at www.crestonetelecom.com or call us!  719.937.7700

We are your fast, affordable, LOCAL internet provider with 
“Customizable Speeds” – you let us know what you need and we will 

design a service package just for YOU! 

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

a reporter’s blog…

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
http://www.crestonetelecom.com


The Crestone Eagle • April, 2013 • Page 27 

not be taken out by a drone attack. 
There is more on that below.  The 
other issue, which received minimal 
attention, was Brennan’s oversight 
of CIA rendition/torture of captured 
terrorists, when the policy was at its 
height circa 2006.  Director Brennan 
was confirmed in the Senate March 
8, the vote 63-34.

The other major Cabinet ap-
pointment was Jacob “Jack” Lew as 
Treasury Secretary. Mr. Lew was 
President Obama’s Chief of Staff 
prior to his appointment as Treas-
ury Secretary. Mr. Lew was Presi-
dent Bill Clinton’s Director at the 
Office of Management and Budget. 
Mr. Lew is considered someone who 
can liaise with Congress with a de-
gree of ease. Of course, that remains 
to be seen. He has a full plate with 
the upcoming budget and debt ceil-
ing negotiations.  He was confirmed 
by the Senate 71-26.

In summary, his confirmation 
was particularly hostile with votes 
mostly along party lines. It sends 
the signal that Republicans hate the 
President with as much loathing as 
they did in his first term. So noth-
ing in terms of money and budget, 
foreign affairs and defense happens 
without the GOP looking for and 
finding fault. 

Drone attacks 
It’s a delicate question: assas-

sinating identified citizens hostile to 
US foreign policy, siding with known 
terrorist organizations and living 
outside the US. Take for example the 
case of Anwar al-Aulaqi who was as-
sassinated in Yemen Sept. 30, 2011 
by a drone strike, followed by the 
assassination of his 16-year-old son, 
Abdulrahman al-Aulaqi two weeks 
later. Mr. al-Aulaqi was born in Las 
Cruces, NM and his son was born in 
Denver. 

Killing US citizens for political 
reasons is both a touchy and a seri-
ous issue. It has to do with rights of 
free speech, the rights of each citizen 
to receive the protection of the US 
government both within and outside 
our borders. 

In Mr. al-Aulaqi’s case he was 
known to have extensive email con-
tact with Nidal Malik Hassan, the Ft. 
Hood shooter in Texas, and guided 
the so-called “Underpants” bomber 
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab.  Both 
acts were carried out on US soil. Ma-
jor Hassan was successful in killing 
soldiers on post; while Mr. Abdul-
mutallab was stopped in his attempt 
to blow up a plane over Detroit. 

Drone attacks are still a hot 
button issue and will be for some 

time, as it is President Obama’s pre-
ferred way of eliminating America’s 
enemies, particularly in remote re-
gions of Pakistan. This will be sub-
ject to further hearings throughout 
this year. 

Assault weapon ban 
dropped

In the swirl around the gun 
control debate, Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid (D-NV) said on 
Tuesday, March 19 that he could not 
get the mandated 60 votes required 
for the Senate bill to beat a filibuster 
if the assault weapon ban was left in. 

The ban’s sponsor, Senator Di-
ane Feinstein (D-CA), was the first 
woman President of San Francisco’s 
Board of Supervisors in 1977 when 
she found the body of Mayor George 
Moscone in his office shot by dis-
gruntled Supervisor Dan White, just 
after he shot SF’s first gay super-
visor, Harvey Milk. So the assault 
weapons ban has been a personal is-
sue for her. 

Mr. Reid said that support for 
this part of a comprehensive bill had 
less than 40 Senate votes, using the 
most optimistic numbers. He said 
members would still be able to vote 
for the assault weapons ban as an 
amendment. However, as it wouldn’t 
get the 60 votes, the amendment 
would fail to pass. A vote for the 
amendment puts supporters on the 
record, which is useful to show vot-
ers in their state where they stand 
on the issue.

Senator Reid said, “I have to 
get something on the floor so we can 
have votes on that issue and the oth-
er issues.” 

What Senator Reid is optimis-
tic about are mandatory background 
checks and registering firearms at 
time of purchase. We will see. The 
majority leader hopes to hold votes 
in gun control when the Senate re-
turns from the Easter break.

CPAC 
The conservative right wing 

of the Republican Party showed up 
at the Conservative Political Action 
Conference held in DC March14-16.  
Theser were all the GOP losers in 
presidential races for the last five 
years, as well as 2016 presidential 
hopefuls.  From what I saw (and I 
saw a lot), they still don’t get it. They 
still vent hatred at President Obama 
for all the usual reasons but main-
ly that a black man whopped their 
backsides twice.

Failed vice presidential can-
didate and recently fired-from-Fox-
commentator, Sarah Palin, mixed 
anti gun-control remarks with at-

tacking the President personally, 
calling him a liar and insinuating 
that he had not verification of his 
background. Obviously hoping some-
one would hire her on for her con-
servative political savvy, Mrs. Palin 
had a big gulp moment, slurping on 
a 64oz soda long enough to make it 
the highlight of this meeting where 
conservatives love to hear them-
selves talk.  As Mrs. Palin had more 
time than the other speaker to put 
forward the homilies, this “Hockey 
mom from Wasilla” was probably the 
keynote speaker.

Failed presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney turned up and said 
conservatives could learn from his 
mistakes but never really said what 
they were. Did “47%” ring a bell? 
Who knows?

The main point after hearing 
all the speakers, including the big-
gest gaff-maker of 2012 Karl Rove, 
was that none could agree why they 
lost, and so it indicates that 2014 
mid-terms promise to be as incoher-
ent as CPAC reflected.  They did 
Democrats a great service. CPAC 
was a shambles and embarrassing, 
and the indication is that there will 
be more of it. 

Lastly and with hindsight, 
CPAC organizers probably commit-
ted a hostage to fortune when they 
scheduled a session called “Trump 
the Race Card: Are You Sick and 
Tired of Being Called a Racist and 
You Know You’re Not One”.

The session was derailed by 
two white supremacists, who, in es-
sence, said the GOP had sold out 
whites on the issue of race and is-
sued a startling defense of slavery.

War with Iran
President Obama arrived in 

Israel and was greeted by the full 
court in Israeli politics. Israeli presi-
dent Shimon Peres was on hand, as 
was Prime Minister Binyamin Net-
anyahu who was all sweetness and 
light. Sort of like a puppy anxious to 
please.

President Obama arrived at 
noon Tel Aviv time and headed 
straight into long business sessions 
with Mr. Netanyahu & President Pe-
res. At the end during the joint state-
ments and press conference.  It was 

all joy and joshing, with everybody 
being great friends for public show. 
Rule of thumb, the more public ex-
pressions of joy and joshing the more 
intense the private discussions. 

However, at the press confer-
ence, President Obama stressed 
Israel as the US’s closest ally and 
upheld the right of Israel to defend 
itself, but backed off intervention in 
Syria when pressed on it by an Is-
raeli journalist.

The President stressed he 
would apply further pressure on Iran 
through diplomacy and sanctions for 
the next year. While he didn’t give 
Mr. Netanyahu the go-ahead to act 
alone to attack the Islamic Repub-
lic, which the US Senate did in mid-
March, he laid out that he is commit-
ted to prevent, not just contain, Iran 
from getting s nuclear weapon. Mr. 
Netanyahu didn’t like the answer, 
but he has no choice.

On the Two State Solution, 
President Obama gave the usual lip 
service and left it to the Israeli prime 
minister to articulate his policy.  Mr. 
Netanyahu sounded like he was try-
ing to please his new coalition part-
ner, Year Lipid, who supports a two-
state solution, rather than articulate 
a clear continuation of the Mideast 
Peace process. This was stuff which 
sticks in Mr. Netanyahu’s craw, as 
he supports a Greater Israel—bigger 
than just Israel’s 1948 borders—and 
would continue to ignore the Pales-
tinians except his political survival 
now depends on being nice to them. 

The point I caught, which 
should give Palestinians cause to re-
sume hostilities, was the “Let us put 
aside all preconditions.”  This means 
forget previous discussions on bor-
ders for the Palestinian state, which 
insists Israel withdraw to its 1948 
borders, and reparations to Palestin-
ians who lost their land with forma-
tion of Israel in 1948.

As President Osama is not 
set on personally following through 
with the two-state solution, leaving 
it up to Secretary of State John Ker-
ry who for some strange reason has 
a passion about it, I expect no pro-
gress at all. But that’s this month. 
We shall see.

And the Beat goes on. 

 

HigH Valley Healing Center

116 South Alder                          

NEW MEMBERS GET 50% OFF FIRST OUNCE PURCHASE!

New Summer Hours:  12 Noon to 7pm
• Closed Sunday & Tuesday • 

256-4006
• Caregiver Services 
• Topicals & Tinctures 

 • Hashish & THC Oil
 • CannaCaps & Edibles

• Pain Management
• Multiple Strains

Member OUNCES from $175 including tax
50% off your next ounce when you bring us a new Member

 Crestone 81131

When is it going to be

TEOTWAWKI????*

Now is the time to Prepare!
You’ve been disappointed before by Y2K and the Mayan Calendar!

Don’t Lose Hope! It Will Happen!

Be a proud memeber of the  TEOTWAWKI club!
Looking Forward to:
 Magnetic Pole Shift?
 Grid Going Down?
 Government Take Over?
 Zombie Take Over?
 Nuclear War?
 Solar Flares Increasing?
 Attack by North Korea?
 Alien Invasion?
 You name it! We’ll prepare!

*The End Of The World
As We Know It!

The
Sooner

The 
Better!!!



Page 28 • The Crestone Eagle • April, 2013 www.crestoneeagle.com

By Lisa Cyriacks
Colorado lawmakers took a 

historic vote to approve civil unions 
for gay couples. Governor Hicken-
looper signed the law on March 21. 
Senate Bill 11 gives same-sex cou-
ples many but not all of the rights 
and responsibilities of marriage. It 
goes into effect May 1.

The signing of the bill capped a 
three-year fight. Senator Pat Stead-
man of Denver and another gay 
Democrat Representative, Mark 
Ferrandino, had sponsored gay civil 
unions bills for three years, but the 
bills failed in the previous two ses-
sions when Republicans controlled 
the state house. Last year’s bill died 
a dramatic death when Republicans 
used their one-vote majority in the 
House to prevent the measure from 

being debated in the waning hours 
of the session, thus killing the bill.

Despite the heavy applause 
at the History Colorado Center on 
March 21, not everyone was pleased 
with the outcome. The measure 
came under heavy criticism from 
religiously-affiliated adoption agen-
cies after its sponsors dropped ex-
emptions to religious institutions 
wishing to withhold adoptions 
based on sexual orientation.

Catholic Charities of the Arch-
diocese of Denver expressed “dis-
appointment” at the bill’s passage, 
saying that if signed into law, civil 
unions “may threaten the policies 
which guide us in the vital work to 
find families for Colorado’s children 
in need.”

Republicans have also claimed 

that the measure could face legal 
challenges. State Representative 
Lori Saine, a Republican from Daco-
no, was quoted by The Denver Post 
as saying the bill will get a second 
debate in a court of law. “We won’t 
get to debate this again here, but we 
will debate this in a court of law,” 
Saine said, a reference to the state’s 
constitutional amendment defining 
marriage as a heterosexual union.

Colorado joins Hawaii, New 
Jersey, Illinois, Rhode Island and 
Delaware in legalizing civil unions.

In 2006, Colorado voters ap-
proved a gay-marriage ban—mean-
ing civil unions are the only option 
for gay couples in the state for now. 
That could change with a U.S. Su-
preme Court ruling on gay marriage 
bans in the coming months.

The act will become effective 
May 1, 2013, with certain provi-
sions specific to health and life in-
surance policies not effective until 
January 1, 2014.  The act provides 
that civil unions between same-sex 
or opposite-sex couples provide the 
same rights, protections and ben-
efits of marriage, but acknowledges 
that the union is not a marriage.  
Colorado’s constitution limits mar-
riage to a union of one man and one 
woman.

Colorado’s measure grants gay 
couples rights similar to marriage, 
including enhanced inheritance 
and parental rights. People in civil 
unions also would have the ability 
to make medical decisions for their 
partners.

The act is clear that, until oth-
er action is taken by the legislature, 
Colorado will continue to follow the 
federal tax rules.  In other words, 
same-sex civil union partners can-
not file joint tax returns.

Civil unions signed into law in Colorado
A historic step towards marriage equality

Mark Udall, who chairs the 
U.S. Senate National Parks Sub-
committee, introduced legislation on 
March 7 to establish the Sangre de 
Cristo National Historic Park to pre-
serve historically significant cultural 
resources and to foster heritage tour-
ism and job creation in the Sangre 
de Cristo Mountain Range-San Luis 
Valley region of southern Colorado. 
Udall’s bill is based on a lengthy 
comment period he led starting in 
July 2012 and underscores his com-
mitment to a bottom-up approach on 
public-lands legislation.

“Southern Colorado and the 
San Luis Valley are home to some 
of the most important Latino and 

Hispano heritage sites in the re-
gion. That’s why I am proud to 
stand with the residents of the San 
Luis Valley and southern Colorado 
and introduce legislation to pro-
tect and preserve these sites and 
boost the local economy,” Udall said. 
“This proposal, developed during a 
months-long public comment peri-
od, ensures that future generations 
of Coloradans will be better able 
to understand our roots and what 
makes Colorado special.”

Udall recently toured Fort Gar-
land, one of the proposal’s historic 
park sites, and hosted a public com-
ment session in the San Luis Valley.

“The proposed Sangre de 

Cristo National Historical Park is 
an important component of the Na-
tional Park Service strategy to more 
actively celebrate the culture of 
Colorado and the nation,” Ed Nich-
ols, President of History Colorado, 
said. “The proposed bill provides a 
framework to honor and preserve 
this often unrecognized aspect of 
our country’s heritage while bring-
ing much needed economic develop-
ment to the San Luis Valley.”

Udall has been a vocal advo-
cate for the role Colorado’s pub-
lic lands and open spaces play in 
creating jobs and supporting the 
state’s outdoor recreation indus-
try. He also recently introduced the 
San Juan Mountains Wilderness 
Act to permanently protect more 
than 61,000 acres of pristine pub-
lic lands in San Miguel, Ouray and 
San Juan counties.

Udall’s legislation to create 
the Sangre de Cristo National His-
toric Park would protect a series of 
historically and culturally signifi-
cant sites, including:  The Sangre 
de Cristo Heritage Center, Costilla 
County; The Sociedad Proteccion 
Mutua de Trabajadores Unidos 
building, Conejos County; The Fort 
Garland Museum, Costilla County; 
The Denver & Rio Grande Antonito 
Depot, Conejos County; The Los 
Caminos Antiguos Scenic and His-
toric Byway; Dario Gallegos House, 
San Luis, Costilla County; Tru-
jillo Homesteads, Alamosa County; 
Pike’s Stockade, Conejos County; 
and Old Spanish National Historic 
Trail.

Coloradans can continue to 
submit questions and comments on 
Udall’s legislation by going to marku-
dall.senate.gov/sangredecristo.

Sen. Udall introduces grassroots bill to establish 
the Sangre de Cristo National Historic Park
Proposal would protect nine historic, cultural sites in San Luis Valley, southern Colorado

L I  C  E  N S  E  D   M A S  S  A G E    T  H E  R  A P  I  S  T
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Showing up.
When you volunteer for public service, the only motive 
you can realistically claim is your love and caring for 
others.  When you are a member of the public and 
you show up to support the volunteers, you have 
demonstrated a similar love and caring.  I am deeply 
gratified to see that our community spoke loudly recently 
to affirm that our right and genuine spirit is still here.  
In a few ways, shadows linger, but the light is coming.

Corrective Bodywork 
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222 F Street, Salida CO  

719 539-4580

Open 7 days a week
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Sun 10am to 5pm 

womens & mens clothing 
• jewelry • art 

collectables • cds • movies 

Visit our second location!
312 E. Main, Buena Vista

SHAVANO IMPORTS 
& DOMESTICS

Serving all your automotive needs in the valley!
Hours:  Monday through Friday 8am - 5 pm

249 F Street, Salida
719.539.2195

NEW & USED RV’S
EVERY PRICE RANGE

719.539.3577
Highway 50 & 285

Poncha Springs, CO  81242
www.holidayrv.net

Truck Campers, Travel Trailers & Fifth Wheels

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.holidayrv.net


by Leigh Mills
I learned the value of raised 

beds when I first started high-desert 
gardening in the Arkansas Valley 
over 20 years ago.  My next gar-
den in the Baca Grande subdivision 
near Crestone had beautiful, sandy 
ground that was easily worked and 
I made short raised beds there to 

keep the amended soil in place.  The 
Crestone Conglomerate rocks made 
wonderful borders and looked great 
in the garden.  After moving across 
the Valley and into a volcanic calde-
ra, my husband and I built our cur-
rent garden on a south-facing hill in 
pinõn and juniper country.  What a 
big difference!   The soil is volcanic 
clay and filled with rocks.  I’ve had 
to build our garden bed by bed, and 
bring in amendments like sand and 

compost to create a balanced growing 
medium.  This article describes what 
I’ve done to make our raised garden 
beds and gives you an idea of what 
you can do in your garden.

There are several reasons why 
raised beds are good for growing 
plants.  Better drainage, a height 
that reduces the amount of bending 

and kneeling, esthetic 
appeal, and “workabil-
ity” name a few.  The 
Saguache Community 
Garden at the Mountain 
Valley School also uses 
raised beds and it helps 
keep the students from 
walking on the growing 
areas.  Different mate-
rials like cinder blocks 
and old tires can be used 
to build raised beds.  We 
started with slab wood 
here at the Heyokah, but 
switched to 2”x 8” rough-
cut wood from our local 
mill, (Mountain Valley 
Lumber), after seeing 
how durable and pleas-
ing it was at the school.  

Since our ground is 
so hard to work, I have 
to use a pick to break up 
the soil.  My husband 
built a screen which fits 
over a wheelbarrow and 
I screen the dirt to re-
move the rocks and other 
organic material I don’t 

want in the beds.  I make separate 
piles of the soil and rock to use later.  
As mentioned before, our garden sits 
on a hill and our beds need to be dug 
into the earth so they are level.  Some 
of our beds are dug in over a foot deep 
on the up-hill side and are flush to the 
earth on the down-hill end.  It trans-
lates into a lot of picking, digging and 
screening.  Each bed can take almost 
a day to dig out and hours to build 

back, depending on the 
bed’s size.  In addition 
to digging out the basic 
bed area, I also pick, 
dig down and screen at 
least another foot of soil 
to ensure the ground is 
broken up enough to pro-
vide adequate drainage 
for the beets, carrots, 
garlic, onions or other 
crops with long roots like 
broccoli and asparagus.

We have a vari-
ety of garden bed sizes, 
5’x 8’ big rectangles, 
4ft x 4ft squares, 3ft x 
5ft “skinny”beds and a 
couple of other sizes in-
between.  Some of the 
squares are layered with 

another small bed on top and are 
great for the strawberries.  We use 
two layers of frames so most of the 
beds are at least 16 inches high on 
the exposed ends.  The board’s 2” top 
width makes a good platform for rest-
ing feet or tired bums.  

After digging out the new bed 
area, the frames are placed and at-
tached together with small wooden 
gussets that are screwed together in 
each corner and middle of the bed.  
This keeps the beds from separating 
over the years or shifting when us-
ing a wheelbarrow or shovel to fill or 
turn the dirt. 

Once the frames are in place, 
then it’s time to fill the beds.  First I’ll 
put in some of the original screened 
dirt, a few inches or so and rake it over 
the bottom of the bed.  I then hose it 
with water to get it real wet.  I want 
the beds to be moist from the bottom 
up so the plant roots have nourish-
ment from the top down.  Next, I’ll fill 
a wheelbarrow or two with organic 

material provided by our rabbits and 
goats, (straw, hay and lots of their 
poop).  I’ll spread that on top of the 
first layer and water that, too.  Then 
I take a hoe and mix those two layers 
up a bit and water it again.  The next 
layer is more dirt, usually something 
not so dense and clayey.  I brought 
over van-loads of sandy dirt from the 
Baca Grants, (Thank you!), and mix 
that in with other dirt I’ve dug up 
somewhere and transported to our 
homestead.  I did mention that build-
ing our Heyokah beds was a huge 
chore, right?  I’ll continue layering 
dirt, compost and wetting those down 
until the bed is full.  I’ve learned to 
leave a little bit of headspace and not 
fill the beds all the way to the top.  
This provides new seedlings with pro-
tection from the winds.

As eager as I am to plant, I like 
to get the beds filled and let them set 
for a while.  This allows the new dirt 
and compost mixtures to cure and set-

tle a bit.  Building new beds in the fall 
is preferable; however, I’m usually too 
busy doing other garden chores and 
end up getting any new beds in by 
early spring.  I like to wait at least two 
weeks to a month before I plant any 
seeds in the newly mixed soil. 

Some schools of thought will 
recommend lining wooden beds with 
plastic to protect them from the wa-
ter and make them last longer.  We 
did this technique in our greenhouse 
beds and the very first two beds 
around its perimeter.  It really does 
work, as I found out when working 
those 6-year-old beds this past win-
ter.  The plastic is another building 
cost though, and when you’re build-
ing a hundred square feet of beds 
every year, it can add up and actually 
be a hassle to install.  By using the 
thick rough cut wood, we know that 
our beds will last for probably 15 or 
more years without showing a lot of 
wear and tear and not have to worry 
about the plastic deteriorating before 
the wood does.  It’s a lot of work to 
make new beds here at the Heyokah 
Homestead and it’s worth it!

Check out the “As the Worm 
Turns” column this month for 
an addendum to this story.  For 
more pictures of “Building Raised 
Beds—Heyokah Homestead Style”, 
visit Leigh’s new gardening blog:   
TheInfiniteBee.com.
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Building 
raised garden beds—
Heyokah 
Homestead style

Here’s the old garden bed hole, prepped and ready for 
the new wooden frames. 

In our garden, having a screen is very important to be 
able to remove the rocks and other chunky stuff from our 
hard-packed soil.  This screen is hand-built and fits right 
over the wheelbarrow.  I use a second wheelbarrow for 
the rocks.

The two layers of frames are in place and 
secured with gussets, one in each corner 
and in the middle of each side.  The bot-
tom layer of dirt is being spread out and 
will be soaked with water.

This picture shows the new bed (right) and the old, crumbling bed and how they sit in 
our hilly garden.  It’s a good “before and after” look.   The gussets and the layer of or-
ganic material that I added are visible in the new bed.  I will fill the new garden bed with 
dirt from the adjacent bed and water generously as it fills.

The first bed is filled and ready for the final 
layer of compost and water.  The one next 
to it is ready to take apart and be rebuilt.  
The process repeats itself from here.

Inside: 
See our special gardening 
section pages B-5 thru B-7

Ten tips for high altitude 
gardening ���������������������B-6



 April 1 the Sun is nicely as-
pecting Jupiter. This has been go-
ing on for the last 2 days and ends 
tonight. It’s an upbeat time; you’re 
feeling expansive and wanting to 
celebrate humanity. We’re finding a 
better way to live collectively on this 
generous, lovely planet.

 April 2-20 Saturn in Scorpio is 
in an awkward aspect with Uranus 
in Aries. It’s time to make some big 
changes. It’s time to allow innova-
tive ways of getting away from fos-
sil fuel, rather than waiting another 
minute or year. The technology is 
here. Labeling GMO products, this 
issue will remain in the foreground. 
The old ways are causing destruc-
tion on our planet and that affects 
our physical bodies.

 April 4-6 Venus and Mars are 
conjunct at 19° of Aries. Anyone who 
was born from April 9-12 of any year 
will be feeling Venus and Mars most 
personally which usually brings 
about a magnetic romantic attrac-
tion. Desire and temptation are in-
creased. Even married people get 
attractions, but don’t necessarily act 
on it. At this time the temptation is 
propelling you. You’re forewarned.

 April 5 Mercury is in a posi-
tive aspect with Mars until tonight. 
You’re a mentally astute and are 
enjoying stimulating conversations. 
You’re ready to put some of these 
ideas into action. Mars is in Aries 
and doesn’t want to wait a minute 
more to get things moving. Mars 
is  awkwardly aspecting Neptune, 
bringing about confusion due to 
concern about your actions will af-
fect others. You’re in a hurry.

 April 6 Venus is awkwardly 
aspecting Neptune testing your 
faith.  Feelings of disillusionment 
crop up with this aspect.

 April 8 more disillusionment 
taking place today with the Sun 
in an awkward aspect to Neptune. 
You’re feeling kind of fuzzy about the 
world. Not a good time to make an 
important decision. You may need 
some rest and some fresh wheat 
grass juice to clear your mind.

 April 9 Mercury is in a chal-

lenging aspect with Saturn which 
suggests worry and doubt are get-
ting front stage attention internally.  
You could use this energy construc-
tively by doing research or detailed 
focused work requiring all your at-
tention.

 April 10 the New Moon is at 
3:35am with the Sun and Moon in 
Aries close to Venus and Mars. If 
you were to meditate starting 10 
minutes before the New Moon takes 
place you would be gifted with in-
credible insight. It will come in a 
flash. That’s due to the fact that 
“the part of fortune,” a mathemati-
cal point, is going to be exactly on 
the rising in Aquarius, at this time. 
The month ahead is all about taking 
changes, being spontaneous, and al-
lowing your heart to lead the way. 
No mistakes. We learn from mis-
takes. All is well.

 April 12 Pluto turns retro-
grade. Pluto will turn direct on 
September 20, 2013. While Pluto 
is retrograde we become more and 
more aware of how much power our 
thoughts have. We can make a con-
certed effort to shift our thoughts 
to become more positive by recog-
nizing when we are out of balance 
there are things we can do to trans-
form our thoughts. We can raise our 
consciousness just by being aware 
of the thoughts that persist that are 
blocking heartfelt truth to lead the 
way. Old insecurities which have 
been haunting us for lifetimes can 
be released by sitting in silence and 
noticing what goes on inside. It’s the 
collective stream of consciousness 
we’re working at changing now. We 
are indeed truly affected by our col-
lective thoughts.

 April 13-May 1 Mercury en-
ters Aries and remains until May 1. 
You will find that your thoughts are 
racing from one thing to the next at 
rapid speed. Try not to blurt out the 
first thing that comes to mind. The 
Aries influence on Mercury makes 
us blunt and outspoken.

 April 14 Venus is awkwardly 
aspecting Jupiter, not a difficult as-
pect unless you have a food addic-

tion or sensitivity to flour and sugar 
& refined foods which stimulate 
cravings. Temptations run high.

 April 15-May 9 Venus will be 
in Taurus bringing out sensuality 
and desire for attention and affection.

 April 15-17 the Sun in Ar-
ies is conjunct Mars in Aries. Huge 
amounts of energy are dispersed.  
How will you harness it and use 
it constructively? Want to start a 
new business? Run in a marathon? 
Mercury is NOT retrograde and the 
New Moon just took place on April 
10, the planets are helping you to 
start a new project. Aries people are 
feeling hyper, that is unless they’re 
focused on a single goal.

 April 16 Mercury nicely as-
pects Neptune, increasing psychic 
sensitivity and faith in your own in-
ner guidance.

 April 16-18 Venus is sextile 
Neptune which is spiritually uplift-
ing and inspiring for artists, poets 
and musicians.

 April 17-20 Mercury is con-
junct Uranus in Aries which is 
known to increase intuition offering 
flashes of genius that are unique 
and ahead of the times. It might be 
hard for others to follow what you’re 
talking about, and make fun of 
you. But you know that you’re onto 
something important, so keep at it. 
In fact don’t talk about it, yet.

 April 19 the Sun will enter 
Taurus at 4:04pm. Those Taurus-
born individuals who were born 
between April 29-May 3 are receiv-
ing positive vibrations from Pluto in 
Capricorn. These folks will have all 
kinds of opportunities presented to 
them for their personal evolution. 
This could be one of the best times 
for them, in their entire life. 

 April 19-21 Venus in Taurus is 
opposition Saturn in Scorpio suggest-
ing financial issues causing a rela-
tionship to fall apart, there’s a hint of 
jealousy in there too. This is not the 
time to end the relationship, but to 
step away for awhile and give it some 
space. Mercury is harshly aspect-
ing Pluto which finds you obsessing, 
wondering and worried about what 
others are thinking of you.

 April 21-23 Mercury is nicely 
aspecting Jupiter stimulating ideas 
that would be good to jot down. You 
have information to share that will 
be inspiring to others. Your humor 
is top notch, especially if you were 
born between June 3-6, of any year.

 April 22 Venus is in a posi-
tive aspect with Uranus. A strong 
magnetic romantic attraction could 
come along. With Uranus it’s some-
thing unusual that gets you two to-
gether. This is extra strong for any-
one who was born between March 

27-30 or April 28-30 of any year. It’s 
also a fine time to meet new people.

 April 22-24 Venus is in a fine 
aspect with Pluto, deepening inti-
mate relationships. Your heart is 
expanding with joy and love. The 
Sun is in a beautiful aspect with 
Neptune which is perfect for medi-
tation and retreat time. Let go of 
the world and your responsibilities. 
Relax and allow yourself to be in-
spired by a spiritual teacher or your 
own inner guide.

 April 24-26 Mars is nicely as-
pecting Neptune finding you drawn 
naturally to helping those in need. 
You don’t even have to think about 
it. You are greatly appreciated, but 
this is not why you helped out. 

 April 25 Full Moon Lunar 
Eclipse at 1:58pm, Moon in Scorpio 
and Sun in Taurus. This is a com-
plex Full Moon because Saturn is 
close to the Moon while opposite 
that is the Sun conjunct Mars. This 
is a traffic jam emotionally. There’s a  
holding back of action which needs 
to take place. Seems like frustra-
tion is inevitable. There is a positive 
presence involved and that’s Pluto, 
offering transformation for those 
who choose to look courageously at 
their fears in order to lets them go. 
Improving communication skills 
which includes listening skills will 
help mend old wounds. Religious fa-
naticism divides rather than unites 
us. Untangling the knots of loyalty 
to “being right” will be a good start. 
Listening with an open heart is rec-
ommended by this eclipse.

 April 25-28 the Sun in Taurus 
is opposite Saturn in Scorpio finding 
us frustrated with delays and obsta-
cles and financial concerns. If you’ve 
borrowed money you might find 
yourself in a bind. Blaming others 
does not help your situation. This 
energy is connected to the Lunar 
Eclipse. The thought of something 
“bad” happening to you could be cre-
ating just that. Find ways to change 
your thinking, now.

 April 29-30 the Sun is favora-
bly aspecting Uranus, reminding 
us all to allow our individuality to 
shine, trusting our higher intuitive 
guidance, no matter what others 
think or say. By taking time out to 
be in stillness, and letting thoughts 
float on by, there is inner peace and 
calm. The Sun in Taurus wants 
more than anything to have the 
experience of peace and relaxation. 
The energy of Uranus is all about 
moving out of stagnation and into 
freedom from thought by trusting 
intuition.

Ananur Forma can be reached 
at 207-594-2565  in Rockland Maine. 
www.AstrologyWithAnanur.com 
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by Kim Malville
Almanac
Jupiter, in the constellation 

of Taurus, dominates the evening 
skies. Later in the month Saturn 
will be easily visible, moving retro-
grade toward Spica.

April 12-14: Watch the cres-
cent moon move through the sky, 
past the Pleiades, Aldebaran, and 
finally Jupiter  

April 22: Lyrid Meteor Show-
er: This collection of meteors coming 
out of the sky near Vega is pretty 
unpredictable. In 1982 there were 
90 per hour; last year there were 25, 
and some years only 10 per hour. In 
687 BC, Chinese reported meteors 
dropping out of the sky like rain. 
The best time this year will be just 
before dawn on April 22, after the 
moon has set and the sky is still 
dark. 

April 24: Spica is close to the 
nearly full moon.

April 25: Full moon. Saturn 
lies to the upper left of the moon.

April 27-28: Saturn is in op-
position to the sun, moving rapidly 
retrograde, rising at dusk, and set-
ting at dawn.

Aliens amongst us ?

The tiny 
Tardigrade is 
the best candidate for a visitor from 
space. Tardigrades are able to live 
for decades without food or water, to 
survive temperatures from near ab-
solute zero to well above the boiling 
point of water, to survive pressures 
from near zero to well above that on 
ocean floors, and to survive direct 
exposure to dangerous radiations. In 
September 2007, tardigrades were 
taken into low Earth orbit and for 10 
days were exposed to the vacuum of 
space. After being rehydrated back 
on Earth, over 68% of the subjects 
protected from high-energy UV ra-
diation survived and many of these 
produced viable embryos. In May 
2011, Italian scientists sent tardi-
grades into space along with other 
extremophiles on STS-134, the final 
flight of Space Shuttle Endeavour. 
Their conclusion was that micro-
gravity and cosmic radiation did not 
significantly affect survival of tardi-
grades, confirming that tardigrades 
represent a useful animal for space 
research, whatever that means.

In probably one of the dumbest 
space missions imaginable, some of 
these miniature water-bears almost 

became extraterrestri-
als recently when they 
were launched toward 
to the Martian moon 
Phobos on board the 
Russian mission Fobos-
Grunt. Fortunately, the 
launch failed. If it had 
succeeded when folks 
visit Mars in the fu-
ture and discover these 
creatures, they wouldn’t 
know if they were ter-
restrial contamination 
or indigenous.  These 
hardy creatures could 
survive beneath the 
soils of Mars for some 
time.  

Since tardigrades 
can survive being heat-
ed for only a few min-
utes to 304°F, Venus 
would be too hot. They 
couldn’t survive in the 
900°F surface tempera-
ture of that planet. They 
could, however, sur-
vive a voyage through 
interplanetary space, 
because some survived 
chilled for days at -328° 
F. They could be hanging 
out in stony meteorites 

or even asteroids. Water bears can 
withstand pressures of 6,000 atmos-
pheres, which is nearly six times 
the pressure of water in the Mari-
ana trench. Some could be floating 
in the dense atmospheres of Jupiter 
and other gas giants. 

The oldest light in the uni-
verse

On March 21, the results of 
15 months of measurements by the 
Plank Space Telescope of the Euro-
pean Space Agency were released. 
Their primary result was the most 
precise measurement yet of the ra-
diation from the Big Bang (other-
wise known as the Fireball of Crea-
tion). To appreciate fully the picture 
of the ancient light of the universe 
taken by the Planck space tele-
scope, imagine wrapping it entirely 
around yourself.  We are inside it.  
Like those sometimes embarrassing 
pictures in a dusty family photo al-
bum, this is a snapshot of the baby 
universe when it was much smaller, 
only 380,000 years old, and not very 
cute. 

Since the time picture was 
taken, the universe has continued 
to expand and the irregularities in 
the figure have grown into all the 
cockroaches, whales, planets, stars, 
and galaxies that we see around 
us. The universe is now some 40 
billion light years across. However, 
because light can travel only at a 
finite speed, we can see only to a 
distance of 13.8 billion light years. 
Beyond that horizon there is an 
immense unknowable universe, 
invisible and totally unreachable. 
Because light only gives us pictures 
of the universe that was, we and fu-
ture generations shall never know 
the fullness the space in which we 
live. Note that the fluctuations are 
not uniformly distributed across 
the sky. There is a large cold spot in 
the southern part of the sky.  One 
fascinating and luscious possibility 
is that this unexpected irregularity 
may be the remnant of the earlier 
universe out of which ours was born.

The new measurements from 
the Planck space telescope should 
give the immodest ones among us 
reason to pause. Not only are we hu-
mans small in stature, but also the 
matter out of which we, the earth, 
our sun and all the stars and galax-

ies are formed makes up only 4.9% 
of the total mass-energy of the uni-
verse.  Dark matter, which has thus 
far only been detected indirectly 
by ability to hold galaxies together 
through its gravitational influence, 
makes up 26.8%, What it is exactly 
remains a mystery.  Dark energy, 
equally mysterious and inscruta-
ble, is the force that pushes galaxies 
apart, causing the accelerating ex-
pansion of the universe. For better or 
worse, it accounts for the majority of 
the stuff of the universe.  Consider-
ing how long humans have pondered 
the mysteries of the universe, it is 
stunning how little we know!

Comet PanSTAARS
For the last two weeks of 

March we were treated to views of 
the new comet PanSTAARS, which 
appeared in the western sky soon 
after sunset. It reached its brightest 
about March 20, and then it began 
to fade. This photograph was taken 
on March 15 with a powerful tele-
photo lens from Stuttgart at a dis-
tance of 80 km.
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Comet PanSTAARS over Hohenzollern Castle on Au-
gust 15.  photo by Stefan Sap

Water bear (Macrobiotus sapiens) 
in moss. Color enhanced scanning 
electron micrograph (SEM) of a water 
bear in its active state. Water bears (or 
tardigrades) are tiny invertebrates that 
live in aquatic and semi-aquatic habitats 
such as lichen and damp moss. They 
require water to obtain oxygen by gas 
exchange. In dry conditions, they can 
enter a cryptobiotic state of desicca-
tion, known as a tun, to survive. In this 
state, water bears can survive for up to a 
decade. This species was found in moss 
samples from Croatia. It feeds on plant 
and animal cells. Water bears are found 
throughout the world, including regions 
of extreme temperature, such as hot 
springs, and extreme pressure, such as 
deep underwater. They can also survive 
high levels of radiation and the vacuum 
of space. Magnification: x250 when 
printed 10cm wide. Eye of Science

Planck pie chart.

Our universe 380,000 years after the Big Bang. 
 photo courtesy of European Space Agency
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SOLD!

3862 Cordial Way - $169,000 
CREEK SIDE in the trees, 1352sf 
3bd/2ba bright home built in 2004. 
Upstairs Master Suite w/balcony. 
Quiet retreat setting in CH2.  

600 Heatherbrae - $99,900
2bd, 1.5 Ba, on over 2 acres. 
Custom woodwork, porches, decks 
Attached sun room with outdoor 
shower.  

 

826C Ridgeview Way - $140,000
Adorable 1bd+loft/1ba 1119sf 
(35’-diameter) monolithic dome on 
.904 acres, high in Chalet I. 
Flagstone patio.  

UNDER CONTRACT! 

62 E. Horsetooth Trail - $399,950
Single OR dual (2000sf, 2bd/2ba & 
1550sf, 2bd/1ba) living space, 10’ 
ceilings, fine finishes, courtyard on 
3.21 acres.  

3435C W. Graceful Ct - $184,999
Private 3bd/2ba, 1872sf 2-story newer 
frame home on 1.467 acres in CH2 w/ 
wood floors, wood stove, good views, 
& 436sf wrap-deck.  

Was $189,000 Price Drop! Was $155,000 Was $219,000

NEW LISTING 

733C N. Rendezvous OL - $295,000
This 1972sf 2bd/1.75ba/large 
studio/office Southwestern style 
strawbale home is located on 1.14 
acres at end of secluded cul-de-sac. 
Adjacent lots avail.  

 Bank Owned

 3486C Graceful Way - $179,900
3000+sf, 5bd/2.75ba home w. 
separate studio apartment, sun-
room, radiant floor heat, oversized 
garage, courtyard/garden, an 
AMAZING $83/sf!    

  

364 E Birch Trail - $89,900 
Was $115,000
1207sf + Greenhouse on 10+ acres 
(Lots 362-365). Horse property, 
strawbale, solar off-grid.   

Retreat Properties

WAS $1,170,000 NOW - $669,000
Residential Retreat Complex + 
strawbale home, sep. office building 
& 2 building lots. Labyrinth, gardens, 
yurt, grow dome. Beautiful!

 23 Acres!

3926 Cordial Way  NOW - $689,000 
4100sf, 4bd/3.5ba, architecturally 
designed palatial main home amid 
trees, and 550SF guest cottage. 
Over-sized 2-car garage. Beautiful!

Commercial Properties

200 Cottonwood - $575,000
Curt’s Olde Country Store. 6,320sf 
retail property w/ fixtures included 
and gas pumps. Prime Downtown 
Crestone Real Estate -  
GREAT VALUE!  

121 E. Galena - $495,000
Premiere, newly renovated dntwn 
commercial bldg, incl. upstairs apt. 
and 3 rentals 1st floor, one w/com-
mercial kitchen. Great opportunity. 

Bonus Cabin

NEW PRICE - was $249K

Studio Apartment

Off-Grid - New Price RETAIL!

Bed & Breakfast

Willow Springs (Moffat) 
Was $349,000 NOW $299,000
9 Bd/3Ba 3600sf; includes 
everything for a turnkey operation. 
Great Well!

Baca Meadows

Townhouse 6, - $199,000 
Renovated & furnished 3bd/3ba 
1622sf single-level townhouse w. 
granite tile counters, pantry, arch & 
walled courtyard.

 

Townhouse 9 - $159,000
2-story 2bd/2ba 1480sf corner 
townhouse with mountain views. 
Wrap around patio and balcony. 
Peaceful & relaxing. Immaculate 
condition.  

Town of Crestone

345 S. Cedar, Crestone - $189,000
1434sf  3bd/2ba Cottage 
Neighborhoods. Downtown 
Crestone, walk to the grocery 
stores, Post Office, bank, shopping, 
restaurants & new school.  

 

370 South Alder - $187,500
Flexible space with 5 BD/2BA or 
two separate units. 1950sf. Part of 
Cottage Neighborhoods downtown 
Crestone.

 

375 S. Cedar - $149,000
Charming 2-story home filled with 
light, 1100sf, 2bd/1ba Conveniently 
located in downtown Crestone. Easy 
walk to stores, restaurants, bank, post 
office and Charter School.  

Off-Grid Green Living

573C Cottonwood Creek Tr  $324,000
CUSTOM OFF-GRID STRAWBALE 
1855sf  2bd/1.75 on 8.59acres. 
Garage 808sf. Fine finishes. Open 
floorplan. Views. Exquisite!   

 

Close to new Crestone School Single family OR Duplex Close to new Crestone School 

Off-Grid Green Living

1381 Saddlerock Trail - $165,000 
Cute 1100sf 2bd/1ba strawbale 
home. Solar hot water, radiant heat 
bamboo floors, sunroom, views, 
courtyard.     

Baca Grande Properties

786C Panorama Way - $459,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
SR/library/balconies ~2400sf home 
with fabulous gardens sits on 2.14 
acres w 2-car garage/studio.

1234C Brookview  NOW - $459,000
Lee Mitchell custom home. 2400sf 
3BD/2.5BA/Office/attached 2 car 
garage, balconies. Magnificent 
Views.

 

 1230C N Indian Bend - $375,000
1950sf 3BD/2BA; 3.69 acres; 
1450sf garage/workshop/studio w. 
full bath, landscaped Courtyard with 
trees.  

 

1342 Badger Rd - $349,000
2bd/1.75ba/office/screen porch/ 
864sf 2-car garage. SW-style home 
on 13.5 acres. Backs to creek/trees, 
2 stalls/paddocks/pastures. 
Expansive views.   

4262C Serene Way - $319,000 
Immaculate 2500sf 3-level home 
on .98ac, 5bd/2.75ba. Walkout 
basement includes den/yoga room, 
radiant floor heat, bricked patio.  

 

1540C Willow Creek Way  
$315,000

This classic farmhouse has 3bd/ 
2.5ba, large deck w/hot tub, 2 
screen porches, hardwood floors, 
large studio w/bath & kitchenette. 

Reduced- Was $175,000 Was $499,000 HUGE DROP! Was $499,000

 Horse Property

Was $349,000

 Detached Studio

1202 Hilltop Way - $295,000
Lee Mitchell custom-built, 3bd/2ba 
home on 3-Chalet 1 lots. Fine 
finishes, radiant floor heat & framed 
views. Close to Yeshe Rangsal Retreat.  

22 Alpine Way - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 
2232sf home close to town.  
Screened porch & wrap deck.  Gra-
cious Living with exceptional views!

1647C Willow Creek Way - $269,000   
Brand New Terrapin Construction. 
1780sf 3bd/2ba home on 1.98 
acres with 2 decks + flagstone 
patio/walkways. Backs to Greenbelt. 
Views.    

1216C Chaparral Way - $259,000
Immaculate 3bd/2.5ba custom 
home built by Keith Teahen on 
1.132acres. Beautiful master suite 
w/ elegant master bath. Located on 
quiet street.

  

1142 East Badger Rd - $239,000
Newer 3bd/2ba/carport 1460sf home 
exquisite Master Suite, high ceilings, 
many windows, open floor plan, patios 
& deck. Great kitchen, light & views!    

451C Chaparral - $239,000
1543-sf 2BD/1BA w/ sunroom, 
great room, patios, high balcony 
with views on 4 lots.  

3869C Jubilant Terrace - $235,000 
10 sided two story home on 2.08 
acres on greenbelt w. creek. Private 
cul-de-sac. 360° views/large deck. 
Possible Owner Financing  

Livingroom Views New Construction  Close to Yeshe Rangsal Retreat

Was $269,000 Rooftop Deck Views!

4511C Ridgecrest Way - $225,000
Straw bale home 1.59 acres Backs 
to greenbelt and national park. 2 
adjacent building lots available.  

233CR Sweetgrass OL - $219,000
This strawbale 1792sf 2bd/1ba 
home plus loft built in 1995 on 2.24 
acres close to town with lovely 
fenced garden area. Radiant floor 
heat + woodstove.

 

2676C Happy Hollow Wy - $215,000
Great value on this 2bd/2ba/office 
home on .927 acre w/sustainable 
systems, grow dome, yurt, orchards 
& watering systems. Very nice.  

2681C Happy Hollow Wy $179,000
Custom 2000sf home on 1.427 
acres. 3bd/1.75ba/study or 4th bd 
w/separate entrance.  Flexible open 
floor plan. Hot tub, gardens, carport. 

1573C Kings Hill OL - $169,000
Bright 3bd/2ba renovated 1480sf 1 
1/2 level home with large 
south-facing windows & view deck 
on .84 acres. Easy access, paved 
roads.  

3485 E. Graceful Ct - $159,000
Open floor plan - 2bd/1.75 ba w/lrg 
eastern deck  Oversized kitchen, ETS 
heater, wood stove. Spacious ma 
bdrm/ba w/long soak tub. Views.  

WAS $260,000

  Sustainable!

Was $249,000

Motivated Seller

Reduced-Was $179,000

FEATURED Property

This spacious & bright 1938sf, 3bd/2.5ba, southwestern style home 
sits on 1.79acres. Guest house w/full bath + kitchenette.  

Guest House 3615C 
Splendid 
Terrace 

$239,000
Great Value!

Darlene  
Yarbrough 
Owner/Broker

APRIL 2013 Listings

darlene yarbrough real estate

Helping people move forward in their lives
719.256.4198     darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com

Jump in on an 
active market!

 719.256.4198

Celebrating 17 years of Integrity, Experience & Success 
Visit our Buyer friendly Web Gallery of homes & land at:  

www.YarbroughRealEstate.com

Was $239,000

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD!
SOLD!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
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by Lisa Bodey
BGFD Public 
Education Officer
Thank you to everyone who 

has renewed their Baca Burn 
Site Inspections as they expired 
on March 1, 2013.  Inspections 
are required for all homeowners 
and renters in the Baca Grande 
POA subdivision who plan to have 
outdoor fires which include, but 
may not be limited to: campfires, 
chimineas, sweat lodges, fire-spin-
ning and slash burning.

Baca Burn Site Inspections 
are provided as a courtesy to resi-
dents and are a great way for you 
to meet one of our local firefighters.  
We are not an enforcement agency.  
We simply offer this service to pro-
vide recommendations and guide-
lines for the following:

• campfire ring locations
• safe storage of excess fire-

wood & fuel
• suggestions for creating de-

fensible space around your home
• finding the best spot for 

your sweat lodge or fire spinning 
• fire awareness to encour-

age safer burning practices
If you want or need to burn 

larger amounts of slash or organ-
ic material we can also assist you 
with submitting the proper per-
mits to the Colorado Department 
of Public Health per state smoke 
control laws.

Prior to your inspection, it’s 
be helpful if you spend some time 
preparing the site where you plan 
to burn.  Here are some tips:

• A 20’-30’ circle needs to 
be cleared of most vegetation—no 
bushes, trees or tall grasses

• Firewood should be stored 
in a clear area 20’-30’ away from 
your burn site and any other im-
provements/buildings on your land 

• Please have two ways to ex-
tinguish your fire readily available:  
garden hose, buckets of water with 
a wet towel, shovels for sand, or a 
fire extinguisher.

Once you are ready to burn 
outside, it is your responsibility to 
call Alamosa Dispatch at 719-
589-5807 in the hour before you 
start your outdoor fire and also 
call them to let them know when 
your fire is extinguished.  This does 
three main things:

1. The BGFD is notified of 
the location of your fire but your 
name remains anonymous.  This 
allows us to be prepared and aware 
of your location in the event of an 
emergency. 

2. The fire department often 
receives your neighbors’ calls for 
signs of smoke. Notifying dispatch 
of your burn will reduce the chances 
of the fire department having to re-
spond emergent (lights and sirens) 
to your house for a smoke report 
that interrupts your cozy night 
roasting marshmallows with the 
kids or your peaceful sweat lodge.

3. Having an inspection on 
file and calling Alamosa Dispatch 
lets your neighbors and emergen-
cy responders know that you are 

burning more responsibly by fol-
lowing our local protocols.

We live in an actively engaged 
community and often times we may 
not feel comfortable with the way 
our neighbors are burning.  May-
be the weather conditions are not 
conducive to burning (high winds, 
drought) or they are burning in an 
area that is not properly mitigated.  

The BGFD recommends 
the following steps:

1. Talk to your neighbor & 
express your concern in a friendly 
way.  They may just be unaware of 
the conditions or do not have the 
same amount of fire education.

2. Call the Baca Grande Fire 
Department to ask for our advice: 
719-256-4781.

3. Call 911 to engage our 
emergency dispatch system if nec-
essary.  

Finally, be aware that many 
of the spiritual centers have out-
door fires as part of their practice, 
so it is not uncommon to see large 
amounts of smoke coming from 
their land at any time of the year. 
Not all smoke is created equal. 
White smoke that doesn’t change 
color or expand significantly is 
far less of a concern than darker 
colored smoke that expands at the 
ground level. Visible flames that 
are unattended should inspire con-
cern and an immediate 911 call.  

We are a very small group of 
dedicated volunteers who welcome 
your engagement in our commu-
nity’s fire safety.  If you have any 
questions about controlled burn-
ing or what your role may be dur-
ing emergency situations, please 
contact the fire department at 
719-256-4781 or the chief ’s e-mail 
bgvfd@bacapoa.org. If you would 
like to schedule your annual burn 
site inspection, please call Lisa 
Bodey at 719-480-5925 or email 
bodeycrestone@gmail.com.  

RGRT approves funding 
for subsurface irrigation demo

by Bea Ferrigno
At the March 12 meeting of 

the Rio Grande Water Conservation 
Roundtable in Alamosa, Jim Ehrlich 
of the Colorado Potato Administra-
tive Committee presented a funding 
request for a demonstration of sub-
surface drip irrigation on 47 acres of 
potatoes near Hooper.  The project 
will be conducted on two separate 
farms with different soil conditions.  
It will be closely monitored to de-
termine the effects on water usage, 
which is expected to decrease,  and 
crop production, which should in-
crease. One subsurface-irrigated 
plot will be compared to a similar 
one watered by a center-pivot sprin-
kler.  Results will be analyzed by 
Colorado State University as an in-
kind contribution to the project.  

Similar systems are in use 
worldwide and have been shown 
to reduce water consumption while 
increasing yields.  A subsurface sys-
tem delivers water directly to the 
root area, so less herbicide and fer-
tilizer are required.  Loss of water 
by evaporation and transpiration is 
also greatly reduced.   The typical 
cost of installation, between $1,800 
and $2,200 per acre, can be recov-
ered within six years.  While banks 
were initially reluctant to finance 
subsurface systems, now that re-
sults are available from a number 
of installations, financing is more 
readily available.

The project, which will cost 
just under $150,000, was unani-
mously approved for $40,000 from 
the Roundtable’s basin account.  
Both plots on the Beiriger and 
Christensen farms will be open for 
anyone interested to view the in-
stallation, planned for March or 
April, and operation of the project.

In other business, the Round-
table heard from Kip Canty of 
the Colorado Water Conservation 
Board that groundwater models for 
Division 3 are expected this month.  
These long-awaited models will go 
to an advisory committee for draft-
ing of rules and regulations for well 

operations in subdistrict 1.
Snowpack and river levels 

continue to be well below normal for 
the season, with curtailments set at 
12% and 8% on the Rio Grande and 
Conejos respectively. The weather 
outlook is again for warmer-than-
usual temperatures and average 
precipitation.

Steve Vandiver reported that 
86 pivots in subdistrict 1 will be fal-
lowed, though they will be allowed 
to draw a maximum of 7” of water 
to establish cover crops.  There is a 
possibility of additional fallowing 
for 15 years under the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program 
(CREP) program.

Adam Green of Solar Reserve 
gave a brief presentation on the 
plan of the two solar towers near 
Center.  The water use of the project 
would be only 150 acre-feet each 
year, so of the 69 pivots on the tract, 
39 would be retired.

S m o k e  C o l u m nCommunity information from 
the Baca Grande Volunteer Fire Department

Baca Burn Site Inspections

TM

Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista  
at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

Go digital, save a tree, and win!
Did you know you can have San Luis 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative’s 
newsletter delivered to your inbox? Visit 
www.slvrec.com and click on the link to 
sign up. If you are a co-op member, call 
customer service to have your snail mail 
subscription stopped. 

Going digital saves postage costs at 
SLVREC. It also saves energy: Less paper 
is used, printing presses have shorter 

runs, mail trucks have a lighter load and you have one less item in 
your garbage or recycle bin. Make the choice to save and sign up  today. 

Digital Newsboy members are eligible for a monthly  
$25 bill credit drawing. Sign up before June  

to be entered in a special drawing 
at the Annual Meeting for three $76 bill credits!

719-852-3538
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO  81144

www.slvrec.com
power@slvrec.com

Service • Safety • Satisfaction

THE VALLEY’S HOME  
FOR THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

( 7 1 9 )  2 5 6 - 4 7 6 8
www.shangri lahstove.com

Call Nathan today to see how 
we can save you money on 

your heating bill!

mailto:bgvfd@bacapoa.org
mailto:bodeycrestone@gmail.com
http://www.slvrec.com
http://www.slvrec.com
mailto:power@slvrec.com
http://www.shangrilahstove.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
 “High and Dry.” “300 days 

of sunny skies.” The best ways to 
describe the San Luis Valley also 
describe our challenges and assets 
when it comes to growing our own 
food. If you are new to gardening 
at 8000 feet, here are ten steps to 
making your first year a success.

1. Choose a sunny site: A 
southern exposure is best, but east 
or west can be used. A site on the 
north side of your house, or with 
trees close to the east or west sides 
will limit the sunlight the plants 
receive, but you may still be able to 
grow some crops. A site with shade 
all day is not suitable.

2. Fence your garden: Deer 
are a threat to gardens in the Cre-
stone area. Smaller critters like rab-
bits also love your plants, so fencing 
your garden area is almost essential 
to success. Fences should be five to 
six feet high for deer and the mesh 
no more than two inches wide at the 
bottom to keep out rabbits. 

3. Decide how you will wa-
ter: Our natural precipitation is 
too low to sustain food growing, al-
though, for an aesthetic landscape, 
xeriscaping may be successful. Even 
drought-tolerant plants will require 
water until they are established. 
You may choose to hand water hold-
ing a hose or watering can. In most 
cases, the best choice is a drip irri-
gation system, of which there are a 
number of types. Check with a hard-
ware or garden center for options. 

4. Clear and till your site 
or install raised beds: Most of us 
will do this by hand, probably dig-
ging out rocks from beds to allow 
a soil depth of at least six inches, 
or building up the sides of beds and 
filling the boxes in with soil. Some 
will combine a slightly raised bed 
with digging a few inches of the 
original soil. 

5. Add soil amendments: 
Our sandy soil on the eastern side 
of the valley has some good min-
erals that have broken down from 
the mountain rock over the eons, 
but it needs help to provide nutri-
ents to plants. A soil test is helpful, 
but not essential the first year, as 
most of our soils are similar. They 
tend to be alkaline and lack nitro-
gen, phosphorus, calcium, potas-
sium and humus. Select natural 
minerals to make the soil neutral 
and add missing nutrients, and 
a source of natural nitrogen and 
humus, such as compost. Garden 
stores or experienced gardeners 
can help with this.

6. Select and acquire 
mulch: A mulch helps hold in pre-
cious moisture and keep weeds 
from competing with your plants. 
There are many good choices, and 
most gardeners combine them. 
Straw is easily available in the 
valley. Leaves from Cottonwood 
and Aspen trees work well. Avoid 
Juniper, as it has a growth inhibi-
tor. Pine needles work for berries. 
Placing non-colored newspaper or 
cardboard under the mulch helps 
keep weeds down, but only if you 
have a drip irrigation system under 
the paper. Overhead watering will 
not usually soak through the card-
board.

7. Select short-season 
seeds and cold-tolerant plants: 
If planting perennials, that is, 
plants that come back year af-
ter year, look for plants that grow 
in zones 3 and 4. Several fruiting 
trees and shrubs will grow in our 
area and make good landscape 
plants. Local nurseries and other 
gardeners can help with selection. 
Select vegetables with short matu-
rity days listed. Crestone has about 
90 guaranteed frost-free days be-

tween June 1 and August 30. 
8. Water deeply, less often: 

Plants that depend on humans to 
water them will adapt to the hu-
man’s behavior. If watered often 
and shallowly, their roots will be 
shallow and more susceptible to 
drying out. Watering gardens six to 
eight inches deep twice a week is a 
better strategy for strong root sys-
tems. Young trees and shrubs need 
deep watering once a week.

9. Watch for pests: High, 
cold ecosystems discourage many 
insects, but some invariably show 
up. Grasshoppers are rampant in 
summer. Aphids were a problem 
last year. Rock Squirrels (large 

grey squirrels with a snowy mane) 
will devour tender vegetation. Each 
requires special treatment, but 
please use organics. Consult with 
experienced gardeners or garden 
centers for their recommendations.

10. Enjoy your harvest: 
This, of course, is the best part. We 
all love eating the first green peas or 
picking a colorful bouquet. Sharing 
with friends makes this part even 
more enjoyable. Get together with 
fellow gardeners to learn more and 
share successes. For more informa-
tion on gardening in Zones 3 and 4, 
check our local library, which has 
several volumes to help you. 

New to high-altitude gardening?

Visitors during 2012 Garden Tour.

Why buy a hot tub from us?
Because our tubs...

Visit us at the Chaffee Home and Garden Show
Apr. 20-21, and attend our free seminars on planting, 

container gardening, weed prevention, and more.

7121 County Road 107, Salida    719-539-6400

Are American-made only
Have 5-year warranties
Are installed and serviced locally--by us!
Can be financed in-house

Everything needed for ORGANIC 
gardening and greenhouse gardening!
SEEDS      LIGHTING      NUTRIENTS   
TOOLS      WATERING EQUIPMENT

Call Bon at 256-5654
or email crestbon@yahoo.com

Propery Management
Catering
Landscaping

      Women at Work
                      Wears many hats...

Crestone Botanical Garden
will open for the growing season on 
May 1st at Crestone Town Center; 

hours are Mon. – Sat., 11:00 am to 
4:00 pm. Shop locally for houseplants, 

garden starts from Green Earth 
Farms, yard art, and gardening 
supplies. Donations of plants, 

containers, etc. are always welcome. 
This project is sponsored by the Town 

of Crestone to promote economic 
development for disabled adults. 

Your support 
is

appreciated.

 Seamless Rain Guttering 
 Colors of Your Choice 
 Multiple Size Rainwater Tanks and Cisterns 
 Above or Below Ground 
 Water for Your Home or Garden 

Terrapin Enterprise, Inc.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie
719.256.4032

• New homes  •Additions 
•Remodels  •Decks

elinor1320@fairpoint.net
Licensed and Insured

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net
mailto:crestbon@yahoo.com
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by Leigh Mills 
I use my life as practice and 

my garden is just one big medita-
tion cushion.  I’m always watching 
my thoughts while I work and take 
care to move my 52-year-old body in 
balanced ways so I don’t wear it out.  
I bend my knees when I lift, change 
sides when I dig, and use the wheel-
barrow efficiently when it’s full of 
heavy stuff.  On the day of this story, 
I was practicing all of those tech-
niques, up until the last hour.

Last month I refurbished some 

raised garden beds, (check out the 
cover story on page B-1 to learn 
how).  I had one “new” garden bed 
already filled, taken another old one 
apart, prepped it for the new frames 
and was ready to set them when I 
realized the old hole wasn’t deep 
enough on the up-hill side to get the 
new frame level with the down-hill 
side.  I had to dig down an inch or 
two halfway around the whole bed 
for this to work.  By now though, I 
had been working for several hours 
and was getting a bit tired.  My 
sweet husband even suggested I call 
it quits and finish the next day.  Be-
ing a stubborn Aries, I wanted to get 
this last part done and at least set 
the new frames in place.  I decided to 
keep going.  

The ground here at the Heyok-
ah Homestead is volcanic clay filled 
with rocks.  I can’t even get a shovel 
in one inch before hitting a rock.  I 
thought the bed was dug down deep 
enough for me to just hoe out the ex-
tra inches, but I was mistaken.  I had 
to take a pick and break up the hard, 
rocky ground.  I was frustrated by 
this point for several reasons I won’t 
write about, but the main point is 
that I was angry.  I even caught my-
self shouting at the dirt with the pick 
raised above my head, “I hate this 
ground!”  WHAM, BAM!—instant 
karma.  It took me about an hour to 
finish the job and get the new wood-

en bed frames set evenly in place.  I 
was tired and sore, but this is usual 
after a hard day’s work.

The next morning proved differ-
ent.  I woke up stiff and very sore.  I 
could only work an hour or two before 
I realized I had really strained my 
lower back.  I couldn’t finish the job I 
so badly wanted to finish.  I couldn’t 
really do anything at all except sit 
and contemplate my situation.  The 
sacrum is related to “loss of power 
and old stubborn anger” to quote Lou-
ise Hay in her little blue book, Heal 
Your Body. I was feeling the results of 
my ego, thoughts, and actions, (kar-
ma literally means “action”). 

Luckily, I have a loving hus-
band who rubbed “Flexigility Balm” 
from the Green Earth Farm on my 

lower back that night. Two days 
later, I enjoyed a long, hot soak and 
wonderful therapeutic massage by 
Nic at Joyful Journey.  I’ve also made 
a promise to not overdo myself in the 
future, listen to my wise husband 
and not to get angry while hefting a 
20 pound pick-axe over my head.

Leigh Mills has lived, gardened 
and saved seeds in the San Luis Val-
ley for over 10 years.  She’s written 
the “As the Worm Turns” column for 
three years and has started a gar-
dening blog called The Infinite Bee.  
If you enjoy reading her monthly, 
visit her daily at TheInfiniteBee.com, 
where she welcomes your comments, 
questions, and suggestions about 
gardening, saving seeds, and prac-
ticing life.

As the Worm Turns
Garden karma—Lessons learned

Here’s a good picture of what the ground is like at the Heyokah.  This hole is a little over 
a foot deep and filled with rocks, surrounded by hard, clay soil.  The bottom of the hole 
is what I had to pick out and is made of even harder clay.  Ouch. 

Here I am, early in the day, fresh and smil-
ing.  I’m using a cordless drill to screw 
the beds together with wooden gussets.

Ormus is a superconductor. These elements resonate with the primal energy, the zero 
point  from which all life originates and which is a quantum potential of possibilities. 
Ormus is one with this endless source of energy, which  can be found in the air, the soil, 
plants, stones and the sea.

Orbitally Rearranged Monatomic Elements or ORMEs originate in the Mineral 
Kingdom, and are the foundation of ORMUS.  These ORMEs are captured by the salt 
crystals harvested from the planet’s oceans.  Some of the known ORMUS m-state 
elements are Cobalt, Nickel, Copper, Ruthenium, Rhodium, Palladium, Silver, 
Osmium, Iridium, Platinum, and Gold yet are NOT in their metallic form and all have 
a place in our physical well being.

Tomatoes Grown with Gaia’s 
Harvest Ormus

Gardening in the San Luis Valley, with its 
short season and sandy soils, requires 
gardeners to use all the best tools available 
to them to ensure a successful and 
bountiful harvest.

Ormus should be one of those “can’t live 
without” tools! 

All crops benefit from the addition of the 
monatomics to one’s gardening arsenal.

Always dilute Ormus with water prior to 
use. 
Use at a concentration at 1% strength. One 
gallon of Ormus added to 128 gallons of 
water equals a 1% solution. The Ormus 
water mixture can be used two to five times 
per growing season here in the  Valley.

For more information visit us:  
www.BlueWaterAlchemy.com

BlueWaterAlchemy@gmail.com
P.O. Box 1104

Crestone, Colorado 81131-1104
You can buy the Ormus at

                        The Elephant Cloud Teahouse 

Blue Water Alchemy
Ormus

711 State Ave. • Alamosa 589-6362
Open 7 days a week.

Mon-Sat 9am-5:30 pm • Sun 12pm-4pm

Solexx Greenhouse Covering - our cost + 10%
All Laguna pumps and filters - 50% off

Participate in ourGiant Vegetable Contest!

Green Spot 

Azomite ✿ Wall O' Water ✿ Kelp
Green Sand ✿ Deer Repellent ✿ Heat Mats
Sprinklers ✿ Shade Cloth ✿ Grow Lights

Black Strap Molasses ✿ Hydroponic Supplies
Gardening Tools ✿ Seed Starting Supplies

Fountains ✿  Birthbaths ✿ Garden Sculptures
Live Crickets and Feeder Goldfish

Melissa & Doug's Children's Garden Tools

Garden Center & Antiques

http://www.BlueWaterAlchemy.com
mailto:BlueWaterAlchemy@gmail.com
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Ah! Dandelion! The quintes-
sential weed!  This much maligned 
vegetable has more nutritional val-
ue than any cultivated vegetable.  
High in vitamins and minerals, dan-
delion is a great food as a spring ton-
ic after a long winter of eating heav-
ily.  All parts of the plant are edible 
and the root and leaf are medicinal.  
It’s rather ironic that elimination of 
dandelions is the reason that large 
quantities of toxic pesticides are 
used on American lawns, and dan-
delion is an herb that can help heal 
the liver from just such toxic expo-
sures.

Although most people recog-
nize dandelions, there are a few 
look-alikes in early spring.  Dan-
delions have a smooth leaf and no 
central stalk.  The leaf grows in a 
rosette pattern, coming out of a cen-
tral tap root.  The leaf is mild and 
tender before the plant flowers.  
Spring dandelion leaves are wonder-
ful as steamed greens or in salads, 
adding just the right amount of bit-
terness.  After the plant blooms the 
leaves become bitter, however cook-
ing them with potatoes absorbs a 
lot of that bitterness, making them 
very nice in soups.  The root can be 
added to soups or stews, cooked with 
onions and lamb’s quarters, or dried 
and slow roasted as a coffee substi-
tute.  The flower can be used in frit-
ters, deserts, jelly, and wine.  Even 
the flower buds can be pickled and 
used like capers!

Dandelion leaf is a kidney ton-
ic and diuretic.  Pharmaceutical diu-
retics can leach potassium from the 
body, adversely affecting the heart.  
Dandelion leaf contains a significant 
amount of potassium, making it per-
fect for use as a safe diuretic.  Use 
the leaves fresh or dry in infusions 
(tea), with longer steeping to get the 
benefit of the mineral content.

Dandelion root works primarily 
on the liver and gall bladder, detoxi-
fying, strengthening and toning.  In 
the process it promotes blood cleans-
ing and healing of skin diseases.

A few cautions when gathering 
dandelions for food or medicine—be 
very careful not to harvest in pesti-
cided areas or near roads.  Dande-
lion is a survivor; it can reemerge 
days after an area has had pesti-
cides applied, but is not then safe to 
eat.  Also, people who have allergies 
to plants in the composite family 
should be cautious about eating the 
flowers.

*Pickled Dandelion Buds
1 quart young dandelion flower 

buds, still tightly closed
1 tsp. salt
1 clove garlic, crushed
1 cup vinegar
¼ cup brown sugar or other 

sweetener
1 cup water
2 Tbsp. dill seed
Pinch cloves
Remove the stems from dan-

delion buds, cover with water.  Boil 
for 5 minutes.  Pack the buds in a 
sterilized canning jar.  In a sauce-
pan, combine the vinegar, sugar, wa-
ter, salt, dill seed, garlic, and cloves.  
Boil 10 minutes and pour over the 
dandelion buds.  Seal and store for 
one month before using.

*The Dandelion Celebration, 
by Peter Gail

Dorje Root is an herbalist and 
natural healer, also working with 
Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive 
Energy Healing and ‘The Journey’ 
cellular healing.  For an appoint-
ment call 719-937-7786 or visit  
www.rootsofhealing.com

Chaffee Home & Garden Show April 20 & 21

Taraxacum officinale.

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
                       by Dorje Root

Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale)

G
Chaffee

Sh  
ARDEN

HOME &

www.chaffeehomeandgarden.com
719.539.5413  

April 20-21 
Chaffee County Fairgrounds

Admission $1 or pick up free ticket in 
advance from any sponsor or exhibitor

A project of the       
 Salida Sunrise    
  Rotary Club.
 All proceeds
benefit charity.

The Salida Sunrise Rotary Club is putting together the first ever 
Chaffee Home and Garden Show, to be held April 20 and 21 at the Chaffee 
County Fairgrounds.  Hours are 9-5 on Saturday and 10-4 on Sunday.

The 2-day event is an excellent opportunity for businesses in the up-
per Arkansas Valley to demonstrate the value of shopping locally for home 
maintenance and improvements.

The show is intended to be a marketing opportunity for businesses 
and for shoppers just a lot of fun and a chance to get to know the commu-
nity.  There are already a varied group of eager exhibitors—you can check 
them out on our website—chaffeehomeandgarden.com.  And we are still 
growing!  

There  will be a Kid’s Zone, food vendors, participation by some of the 
non-profit community, a schedule of demonstrations/seminars.  Everyone 
is invited.   Admission tickets are $1—no charge for kids—and are avail-
able free from any of our exhibitors or sponsors. 

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service
by David Lindsey
It’s the season to let us 
sweep our way 
into your hearth. 

256-4400
Sponsored by Shangrilah Stove & Spa

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service

A 
MURPHY BED

could give the 
space you 

would like to 
have in any room.

Custom built for your needs, either simple 
design or one with more features. 

To enjoy more space in your home contact
Don Tullos 937-7663 or 
tullosdon@hotmail.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
http://www.chaffeehomeandgarden.com
mailto:tullosdon@hotmail.com
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The day was beautiful and the 
venue perfect for the 3rd Annual 
SLV Seed Exchange.  Over 200 peo-
ple attended the event on Saturday, 
February 16 at the Joyful Journey 
Hot Springs with many coming 
from Salida, Colorado Springs, and 
Alamosa, with a few from Tierra 
Amarilla, New Mexico.  

The spacious conference room 
at Joyful Journey was filled the 
first two hours with eager garden-
ers selecting their seeds from sev-
eral local sources, including the 
Cho Ku Rei Ranch.  Several spots 
on the giving end of the seed ta-
bles turned over as early supplies 
quickly ran out.  More seeds ar-
rived with new faces and there was 
always enough seed to share.  A 
center table, dubbed the ‘communi-
ty table’, filled with free seeds that 
needed packaging.  People stepped 
in, made up hundreds of packages 
and all found homes. 

After getting their seeds, par-
ticipants then had a chance to visit 
the information tables.  The SLV 
Wanna Beekeepers brought a top 
bar hive and many honeybee books.  
Alamosa Community Greenhouse 
had skin balms made from herbs 
grown in the greenhouse. Don and 
Scott of Blue Water Alchemy talked 
about their ORMUS products and 
gave out free samples.  The Ala-
mosa Greenspot displayed many 
of their organic gardening amend-
ments.  Judy at SLVjunction.com 
brought information about vermi-
culture, (worms), with the squiggly 
garden treasures in a small cooler 
to inspect.  Penny Bruce with the 
Saguache County Library had the 
library’s gardening book section 
available for on-the-spot research 
or checking-out.  Another table had 
free information like past-issue 

gardening and homesteading mag-
azines, Local Foods Guides, and 
colorful, new brochures on Natural 
Agriculture from the Shumei Insti-
tute.

Refreshments were available 
in the dining area and event-goers 
enjoyed tasty 21 Bean Soup from 
the Farm Table Restaurant, fresh 
baked goods from the Saguache 
4th Street Diner, and sinfully good 
eclairs from Ashli.  It was such a 
nice day that most folks choose the 
organic apple juice and lemonade 
from the Salida Ploughboy while 
the event organizers drank the 
excellent coffee from the Mirage 
Roasting Co.

Once the pleasures of the 
main room were taken, attendees 
then strolled over to the 42’ geodes-
ic growing dome.  Jeffrey WishMer, 
the master gardner, was on hand to 
answer questions about the dome 
and give personal tours of the spa-
cious dome, which was filled with 
baby greens and beautiful peren-
nials.  A discounted soak finished 
up the day and everyone who went 
had a great time.

More and more gardeners are 
recognizing the need to learn and 
practice seed saving.  A communi-
ty’s strength relies on its ability to 
feed itself.  Growing food, learning 
preservation and seed saving tech-
niques can ensure our good health 
and self-sufficiency.  The SLV Seed 
Exchange has the potential to grow 
and provide deeper connections 
within our community year after 
year.

The Infinite Bee, Leigh Mills, 
would like to thank everyone for 
participating in the success of 
the SLV Seed Exchange.  Special 
thanks go to all the great volun-
teers who helped throughout the 
day and to all the supportive spon-
sors of the event, especially the 
Crestone Mercantile, who donated 
goodies for the “Sprout Café”.

3510 ENCHANTED: 3 br, 2 
bath, 1833 sf.  Spacious rooms, 
large master br & two tankless 
water heaters for hot water & 
central heat.  Nice location & lot. 
$139,000 now $119,000

 www.CrestoneRealEstate.net 
Tel (719) 256-5800    116 S. Alder Street, Suite D

Vivia Lawson
Realtor ®
(719) 480-9384 - cell

Your Dedicated and
Attentive Agent

Vivia works for you.

Crestone

 Prepare now for the spring and 
summer real estate market.
 BUYERS:  Opportunities abound throughout the 
Crestone/Baca community in beautiful homes and invest-
ment properties. Hire me as your Buyer’s Agent to be on 
your side throughout the purchase process.   
 SELLERS:  Call today for a listing appointment. As 
your listing agent, I will give you personal service, national 
marketing exposure through the MLS, and a strong voice 
in negotiations.  
 Whether you are selling or buying, your investment 
in Crestone helps to build a future for us all.

4195C CAPRICE WAY: 1 br,
1 bath, 1200 sf.  Delightful 
creekside adobe-style home.  
Many windows, in-floor radiant.  
Must see.  $147,000

4424 E. CELESTIAL OL: 
2 br, 3 bath, includes private 
guest cottage.  High up in 
Chalet II with great views. 
Custom-built.  $205,000 

512 E. MICA:  1 br, 1 bath, 
Own a piece of paradise with 
this adorable off-grid cabin in 
town.  Private location, 2/3 acre.  
Well, garage.  $116,000

Cottonwood Creek High in the Sky! Town of Crestone

958 MEDITATION OL:  3 br,
2 bath.  Private, meticulously 
maintained, energy-wise, 
bright, creative touches. Solar 
in-floor heat with electric back-
up. $218,000 now $205,000

4327 TRANQUIL WAY:  
Sweet custom 2-story hexa-
gon log home, private green-
belt/creek location.  Upstairs 
master, expansive views, 
adjacent lot. $189,000

Private Hideaway!Request A Showing Today! Great Value at $119,000!

SALE ON LOTS AND LOT PACKAGES
www.CrestoneRealEstate.net 

Chalet One 
Lot 511C: 1.4 acres, special opportunity up high, tap paid. $24,900 VALUE
Lots 573-577:  5 lots, 2.5 acres on cul de sac. Private, trees. $55,000 REDUCED
Lots 619-622:  4 lots, 2 acres, views, near town. $31,300 REDUCED
Lots 1223, 1224:  Superior lots w/ views, tap paid. $20,000 for both. Add’l lot 1222 also for sale. 
Lot 1912:  Spectacular views, level lot, great trees, tap paid. $10,000
Chalet Two 
Lot 3344:  Views! $2,300 REDUCED
Lots 3545:  Private, tap paid, great location. $6,000 VALUE
Grants
Lot 616C: 17 acres, views, privacy. $52,000 REDUCED

505C Arrowhead Wy  $149,000 
Representing the Buyer.  Sold!
1967 Rocky View Wy  $425,000.
Under Contract!
Lot 4402 Twinview Terrace 
$9,000.  Under Contract!

13 CAMINO DE LA PLATA: 
Legal duplex. Live in one 
half, rent the other, or a great 
income investment in Casita 
Park.  Great opportunity. Nice! 
$49,000 

635C PANORAMA:  3 br, 2 
bath, 1504 sf. Great floor plan, 
high ceilings, beautiful natural 
light, quality-built, excellent 
location.  $195,000.

Convenient Chalet I Location!Cozy, Clean & Comfy

THREE NEW LISTINGS!

SOLD! SOLD! SOLD!
98.7 FM Saguache 

100.9 FM South Fork-Del Norte 

88.7 FM Alamosa-Taos 

Casa de Arte Retreat & Home
Julie Mordecai, proprietor

719.580.0379
http://vrbo.com/130689

Lovely, warm & inviting 
3-bedroom home

For Sale  $250,000

3rd Annual SLV Seed Exchange 
a great success!

http://www.Crestone
http://www.CrestoneRealEstate.net
http://vrbo.com/130689
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Our office has sold a greater volume than any other real estate office in the area.                                                                 
We have choice homes and vacant lots available. 

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated. 

719-256-4444 
34 Camino Baca Grande 

Crestone, Colorado 

Open Monday - Friday 

For a complete     
inventory of our 

residences,          
commercial & 
land listings 
with virtual 

tours & photos,      
find us online 

at: 

century21.com  

crestonerealty.com 

realtor.com 

homes.com 

yahoo.com 

trulia.com 

780 Palomino Overlook 
$520,000 

1618 Willow Creek Way 
$168,000 

Enchanted Forest B&B 
$539,000 

1453 Wagon Wheel Road 
$319,000 

  VACANT LAND LISTINGS!!  
233 Rainbow Trout Trail. 2.49 acres reduced to $2,500. 

308 acres Hwy 17 Frontage, Seller will carry  -$123,200  495 Moonlight Way, High Up & Close In…. $4,900 

Several “Owner Carry” lots in the Grants and Chalets…... Call for Details!! 

495 Moonlight - close in beautiful 1/2 acre lot $4,900        Lot 3266 Carefree Way –Priced for Quick Sale $2,000  Great Views! 

Two consolidated lots on private cul-de-sac, water & sewer to lot, BIG Price Reduction 3725 Enchanted Way $5,500 for two lots! 

1290 Deer Dale Trail  1.64 ac with creek running through & tall trees –Reduced from $18,000 to $8,700!!! 

Old homestead building site w/Artesian well, trees, garden, across from Moffat School bus barn, loafing shed, $60,000  

400 W Galena 
$275,000 

3528 Enchanted Way 
$177,000 

4408 Twin View Ter-
race $140,000 

31 Sunset Overlook 
$139,000 

FREE                          
SMART PHONE APP! 

Download the Century 21 App.  
Text C21 to  87778                             

or input app.c21.com                        
in your web browser. 

 

 

FEATURE PROPERTY! 

Under Contract 

 Motivated Seller! 

1202 Wagon Wheel 
$199,000 

356 Chaparral Way 
$145,000 

 

 Terry Smith          Shirley Motz                           
Owner Broker            Broker                    

 

1279 Meadowlark Road 
$350,000 

4179 Rarity Way 
$347,400 

1679 Kings Hill Over 
look  $287,000 

1255 Eagle Overlook  
$279,000 

Charming 5 bedroom 3.75 bath home with addi-
tional room off Master suite. Nice open living room 

with cozy fireplace. Kitchen has great pantry, 

and plenty of cabinet space. Attached 2 car garage 
with storage and extra bathroom. Screened porch 

for watching the deer that roam through, 

and the many birds in the area. Conveniently locat-
ed within walking distance of Town of Crestone, 

New state of the art Charter School, 

several parks, and hiking trails. Wonderful 
large family home. 

$249,000 35 Camino Baca Grande 
$188,500 

Creek Property! 

 

Seller Motivated! 

33 Sunset Overlook 

  52 acre mining claim at the end of 
campground at north Crestone trailhead, 
Amazing! Creek, mountain, trails, lots of 
nature, a dream property, favorite hiking 
area.   $75,000 Call Shirley 

Price Reduced 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Ed Lyell
Losing a generation of 

youth and economic prosperity
America has made higher edu-

cation so expensive that many stu-
dents and their families no longer 
attend. Often these are students 
with some of the best potential to 
succeed in universities, create new 
inventions and help America turn 
around its declining economic pros-
pects. Over the decades we have 
shifted the cost of university away 
from general tax payers and onto 
students. 

My generation had a bet-
ter opportunity to use college to 
improve my life compared to my 
current Adams State students.  
My parents were waiter and wait-
ress their whole lives. They had 
a second and fourth grade educa-
tion. When I worked on homework 
from elementary school I helped 

them become literate, while they 
instilled in me a love and respect 
for learning and its ability to help 
me move up socially and economi-
cally. We appreciated the value of 
free public education, and low cost 
universities. 

In the 1960’s at San Francisco 
State my first semester tuition was 
$47, my books less. My wife and I 
had subsidized on-campus housing 
for us and our son. The taxpayers 
of California invested in us and 
that investment paid off, for me, 
my family, and society. That was 
the great bargain of post-WWII 
America. Taxpayers would invest 
in capital formation, human and 
physical, including education, col-
lege, roads, bridges, airports, etc. 
A better educated workforce would 
grow the economy, raise incomes, 
and with that era’s progressive tax 
system raise more tax revenue thus 

helping the next generation. That 
great bargain no longer exists.

While I was working for the 
Colorado Commission on Higher 
Education and legislature in 1973, 
higher education received 25% of 
the state’s general fund. Last year 
it received less than 10%. Most of 
the shift was caused by state-funded 
medical care rising to over 24% when 
back then it was 1%. That shift was 
driven primarily by corporations 
being able to shed the burden of 
employee health care. Thus Medic-
aid and other taxpayer-subsidized 
health care goes up, and other state 
programs go down, especially higher 
education spending. To replace lost 
taxpayer money, tuition goes up 
and state and federal governments 
create over a trillion dollars in stu-
dent loan programs. Big banks, and 
their wealthy owner/investors, start 
getting large interest payments on 
government-backed, high interest, 
no-risk loans. 

To make things worse both 
health care and higher education 
have been increasing their costs by 
over 10% a year.  At research uni-
versities, faculty now teach half as 
many courses for twice the infla-
tion-adjusted money, to have more 
time for research. State and com-
munity colleges have not reduced 
teaching loads but have expanded 
student support services, increas-
ing their costs and tuition for dec-
ades. These additional costs are 
driven by students needing reme-
dial education. 

State taxpayers have contin-
ued to spend more on elementary-
secondary education for these fifty 
years. In the 1950s we spent less 
than one half as much per student on 
elementary and secondary education 
as we do today—in inflation-adjust-
ed dollars. More and more spending 
for little or less student achievement. 
Another big shift was Colorado, and 
many other states, reducing local 
property taxes, shifting public school 
funding from 65% local, 35% state to 
the reverse, now 64% state funding. 
The public did not see a reduction in 
local property taxes since city and 
county governments used the reduc-
tion in school taxes to expand police, 
fire, and other local services.  

Students in America now pay 
more for college and university 
than any other developed nation. 
Other nations provide free tuition 
through doctorates, and some pay 
students to go to university, and 
provide free housing for students 
studying high need areas like sci-
ence, technology, math and engi-
neering. Other nations also do not 
spend any money on university re-
medial education since their high 
school graduates must prove com-
petency to get a high school degree 
and acceptance to a university. 

Thus we have too many stu-
dents who either are not ready for 
university or choose majors that 
have little contribution to our fu-
ture economic prosperity in this 
globally competitive world. Remedi-
al education subsidies sound good, 
but really just over-protect non-per-
forming high schools. In the 1980s 
when on the Colorado State Board 
of Education I wanted the bill for re-
medial education to be paid by the 
high school that gave the diploma. 
Instead American taxpayers and 
students pay several times for the 
same level of learning—a wasteful 
and inefficient way to educate our 
future work force. 

In total, these are major mis-
takes that hurt students, families, 
taxpayers, and our overall economic 
prosperity, especially for the future. 

More awareness of higher 
education costs and benefits will 
come from new reports in Colora-
do and other states as they begin 
to show the return on investment 
of various programs and univer-
sities. These measures are still 
primitive but do focus attention 
on the need for smarter decision-
making about college by stu-
dents, parents and policy makers. 
Whether paid by students, subsi-
dized loans, or taxpayers, univer-
sities offer many degrees that will 
not result in higher income and 
are thus poor investments for all 
involved. In Colorado you can go 
to a new website,  collegemeas-
ures.org/esm/colorado, and find 
information about the relative 
economic value of different uni-
versities and programs. We need 
to look at cost versus economic 
gain to make better decisions.  

A later column will discuss 
these return-on-investment studies. 

In Search of Economic Reality

Economic Mortar

Call us for ALL your  
building needs!

SHOP LOCALLY!
INSULATION
HARDWARE

PAINT
ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • poncha springs, CO 81242

TM

Renewable energy has been 
front and center in the social 
consciousness for more than a 
decade. Without getting into 
the debate on the strategy and 
tactics of organizations like 
the Sierra Club or Greenpeace, 
I think prudent investment 
in renewable energy sources 
makes a lot of sense where it is 
practical and affordable. 

Two sources of renew-
able energy that have had 
significant development in 
recent years are wind and 
solar sources. Here in the San 
Luis Valley, solar has taken 
the dominant spot for elec-
tric generation from a renew-
able source. Other places in 
Colorado, such as the eastern 
plains, wind is the big player. 
In both these areas, projects 

succeed when doing what 
makes sense prevails. 

It is sunny most days here 
in the SLV and the elevation 
helps with solar intensity 
while the wind is too prob-
lematic—too windy in the 
spring and not enough the 
rest of the year. Out on the 
plains, the wind often comes 
up in the early morning, 
remains steady through the 
day and dies at night. Perfect. 
Most renewable projects need 
to adhere to two words—
speed and scale. Do them big 
and do them fast. I would be 
remiss though to not mention 
the small scale-hydro project 
right here in the SLV that sup-
plies cost-effective renewable 
energy to SLVREC. So, with 
the right circumstances, small 
scale projects can be effective.

While renewable energy 
sourced electric generation 
can be a great diversification 
to the electric resource portfo-
lio, these renewable resources 
present challenges to the elec-
tric transmission system reli-
ability and to traditional gen-

eration resource reliability. 
Wind and solar  photovoltaic 
generation is not a controlla-
ble resource, meaning simply 
you cannot control when the 
wind blows or when the next 
cloud passes by. 

When tens or hundreds 
of megawatts for wind gen-
eration suddenly stops, it can 
wreak havoc on a transmis-
sion system which has physi-
cal limitations on electric 
flows. Sudden loss of a large 
renewable generation source 
can also cause the other gen-
eration resources to respond 
erratically and even trip off 
line. Integrating large renew-
able electric resources takes 
planning, coordination and 
constant monitoring.

In addition to managing 
the reliability issues of renew-
able resources, there is also a 
cost to managing the unpre-
dictability of these resources. 
Since wind and solar genera-
tion is not controllable and 
can be unpredictable, base 
load generation such as coal, 
natural gas or nuclear genera-

Renewable Energy

3625 US Hwy 160 W
P.O. Box 3625

Monte Vista, CO  81144

tion resources are often not 
operated at their most effi-
cient or cost effective. So this 
adds additional cost to effec-
tively implementing many 
renewable energy resources.

Just to reiterate my stance, 
I support smart, affordable, 
efficient renewable electric 
generating resources. The 
best way to do this is to let the 
entrepreneurial, free market 
do its job. Mandates, how-
ever implemented, seldom 
produce results that are last-
ing and effective. Global pres-
sure on energy sources will 
likely drive supplies down and 
prices up. Renewable energy 
sources such as solar, wind 
and hydropower can play an 
important role in SLVREC’s 
future electric supply. Let’s do 
it right.

Loren Howard 
CEO San Luis Valley REC

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 
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L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

by Suzanne McGregor
Participate in the observance 

of National Library Week, April 14-
20, by making use of your library, 
one of the most valuable resources 
available to our community mem-
bers.  We are continually adding to 
our collection with new books and 

videos, including current bestsell-
ers, children’s books, non-fiction, 
reference materials and maga-
zines.  We are able to get books you 
want through interlibrary loan if 
they are not available here.  There 
is a computer center with six new 
public computers, and fax, copy 
and lamination services are avail-
able.  Or just come in and relax and 
read in a comfortable easy chair!

National Volunteer Week 
(April 21-27) is another celebration 
this month, and the library extends 
much gratitude to our Friends of 
the Library group.  This dedicated 
group of volunteers has made great 
strides in getting a non-profit sta-
tus for the FOL, enabling them 

to write grants for our ultimate 
vision—a new library building in 
town.  They are planning fund-
raisers, and we encourage com-
munity members to support these 
efforts.  Also, consider joining this 
group—if you want a new library, 
then work to get it by adding your 
strength to their numbers!  Ask at 
the library for contact information.

Since the Crestone Charter 
School moved into town, we have 
missed regular visits from the 
young people.  However, thanks to 
Scott Tieder, teacher’s aide at the 
school, we see some of them on a 
weekly basis when he brings the 
4th and 5th grade Empowerment 
Class to the library.  These 12 

youngsters have a goal to read 30 
books during the year, and many 
are well on their way to reach-
ing that goal.  In Scott’s words, “I 
believe that literacy is the key to 
freedom.  It allows us to have the 
ability to make informed decisions 
in our lives.”  These words fit right 
in with National Library Week—
come check us out!  

“What the world of tomorrow 
will be like is greatly dependent on 
the power of imagination in those 
who are learning to read today.” 

 —Astrid Lindgren
Baca Grande Library, 256-

4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Saturday 10am-2pm.

  Nestled in the woods you can

Welcome 
Baca Townhouse No. 9

             Two . Two . Two
Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests

In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$60 each bedroom each night

Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage

Or an easy walk into Crestone    
Whitney Strong, 719.256.4242

 Everyday, 9 am - Noon
whitneystrong@fairpoint.net

Advanced Reservations a Must

...

Fully furnished Downtown Crestone
1 and 2 bedroom apartments

• Reasonable weekly and monthly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free
• Call now for reservations 

719-256-5788
www.casadelsoul.net

Casa del Soul
Lodging

•    Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units,     
 with individual bathrooms
•    Fully furnished kitchens
•    Spacious and Private
•    Beautiful views 
•    Long-term, Group, and Off-season    
 Rates Available

crestonebaca@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonebacagrande
accommodations.com

Reserve your breathing space today!

Happy to Host 
your Bad Eggs 

for the
Holiday!

The Happy Hollow Vacation Rental
• 1 1/2 stories, sleeps 6 • Coffee, tea, full kitchen
• Reasonable rates • Cozy, private, & charming 

• Catered meals & baked goods available
Contact Lynette  719/256-5879  scottcrestone@yahoo.com

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

Enchanted Forest Bed &Breakfast
Rest, relax & rejuvenate in this magically enchanting setting

Call Anne 719-256-5768 • www.enchantedforestcrestone.net • enchantedforestcrestone.weebly.com

  Ideally located
  Amazing mountain views
  Quiet, cozy & comfy
  Private gardens
  Ideal for retreats
  Energy Healings on-site
  Pet Friendly
  Full kitchen, WiFi & Direct TV

Retreat Accommodations 
Sunlit, airy master suite & lg. bedroom

2 full baths, kitchen privileges, walk to town
inexpensive weekly & monthly rates
Call (719) 256-6010 or (719) 937-1115

P.O. Box 88 • 83 North Baca Grant Way • Crestone, CO 81131 
719-256-4917 • sriaurobindolc@gmail.com • sriaurobindolc.org

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:whitneystrong@fairpoint.net
http://www.casadelsoul.net
mailto:crestonebaca@gmail.com
http://www.crestonebacagrande
mailto:scottcrestone@yahoo.com
mailto:collcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.collhouse.com
http://www.enchantedforestcrestone.net
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com


 Houses & Property for Sale

GREAT LOTS FOR SALE
GREAT LOTS FOR SALE. Chalet II, lot 
2212, Spanish Creek Frontage! Tap paid, 
WS, $13,900. Chalet I, lot 574, greenbelt, 
spectacular views, WS, $10,000. Lot 528, 
Panorama & Moonlight, WS, $3000. 
OBO. Call 256-5015.

Lots for Sale – Priced to SELL
Priced to sell:Grant,2.62 acres, lot 
78,Laurel Road, $2,500. ChaletII,lot 
3268,No. Carefree Way,power and utilities 
available,$2,000. Call 662-549-2276

Commercial Property at the 
front door of  Baca Grande

For Sale by Owner, Camino Baca 
Grande Professional Center – Income 
producing. Serious inquiries only. 
(719)256-5798, (719)480-9929 or 
(808)255-4046.

OWNER FINANCING – 
REDUCED

2010 price was $345,000, final reduced 
price: $249,000. For sale by owner 2 
story, 207 Moonlight/foothills, Chalet 
1, Views, 4Bd, 3 Bath, R40-R60, non 
toxic, dbl carport, trex dek, Owner 
financing w/ large down, 7% Call 505-
753-5853

An acre and a half. 
Make an offer

Three 1/2 acre lots. Baca chalet 2. 
Tap fees paid taxes and poa fees up 
to date. Yes, it will cost to bring water 
to lot, but these lots can be a steal for 
someone with future plans…Call us 
and make a LOW reasonable offer to 
consider…7074590725…

Priced to sell!
Lot #873 Baca Grants. Incredible views 
of  Sangre de Cristos, Sand Dunes and 
Mt. Blanca. 3.38 acres. All taxes & dues 
current. $5000. woodmandesign@
fairpoint.net; 719-937-3767.

“Crestone Sphere” Amazing 
place/ business venture

1190 Beaver rd the sphere.2800 sq/
ft nice lot views Final status outside 
approved.Inside unfinished unframed. 
No cracks or movement in 10 
years,very solid and well built. All Pella 
doors and windows. Would make an 
amazing healing spiritual center. Search 
future spaces for videos and history of  
this unique and successful design. 719 
352 9065 keith

Creek Lots
2 Lots for sale on Spanish Creek 
greenbelt, lot 2833 & 2834 on Carefree 
Way, all fees and dues are up to date. 
Water and sewer on street. 30K or best 
offer. (608)347-5030

Houses for Rent

Retreat Home, Great Views
Art-filled 3BD retreat $500-$700 
week. Fully furnished, in the Baca, 
Chalets I. Great views, quiet, great 
for long term stays! 719-580-0379. 
Monthly rates available.

Stunning views, quiet & 
available now!

Immediate availability short-term near 
furnished or not; weekly $300 OBO 
thru June 1st negotiate monthly rent. 
3 BR/2 bath mountain views Call 719-
256-5616 or 303-880-8726

Very Nice Place!
Split level! Mobile in casita park, well 
insulated thermo pane windows, 3bd 
2ba, laundry on paved road. Very nice 
place, $525. 256-5334 or 256-4773. 
CALL AFTER DARK.

NATURAL STRAWBALE 
HOME

2 BDRM, 1 BTH Strawbale, solar 
off-grid. Bamboo floors, great light. 
Wood stove and radiant floor heat. Om 
garden. $775, electric and water (well) 
included. 719-256-4393

Great Deal ~ Home in Chalet I 
for Rent

Comfortable home in Chalet I – 3BR/2 
full BA for rent: $650/mo + utilities. 
12-month lease & references required. 
Includes wood stove to supplement 
hot water baseboard heat; w&d, d/w. 
Available May 2013. 719-256-5356

Looking for Solitude?
Spacious1BD-1BA and 2BD-1.5BA 
houses. Beautiful wood interior, passive 
solar/earth heat, adobe brick floors. 
Lease, serious meditators: privacy/
solitude. 719-256-4645 soularquest@
fairpoint.net

Restful Home
Adobe home, 1 acre, Large loft 
bedroom, on the corner of  Badger 
and Moonlight. $650 plus utilities. ETS 
heat, wood burning stove, all beautiful. 
650 380 8815

Fully Furnished Fairy House
2 Bedroom, 1 full bath, Valley and 
Mtn. views. Nightly B&B, weekly 
and long term. 719-256-5768, www.
enchantedforestcrestone.net / 
annekellycrestone@yahoo.com

Spacious Rental with Great 
Amenities

Lovely, quiet. thoughtfully furnished 
strawbale home. Retreatant & family 
friendly, large loft w/ 1 King + 2 twins, 
sleeps 4 + l.r. futon couch/bed, sundeck 
views, WiFi, TV, stereo. Nightly, weekly. 
719-256-4498. kaibeetch@gmail.com, 
www.beetchhouse.com

Classifieds... 
continued to
Page B-14
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Class Size and Enrollment Policy
Revised and Adopted March 19, 2013
Crestone Charter School
 
Due to the specialized mission of the Crestone 
Charter School, the program’s goal to offer 
highly individualized instruction, and the size 
of our facility, Crestone Charter School sets a 
limit on class enrollments.

Class size will be determined by the Director (or 
her Designee) in consultation with Teachers, by 
June 1st each year for the following school year.

Early Elementary, Primary and Intermediate 
classrooms will contain no more than 16 stu-
dents per classroom. These classrooms will limit 
grade levels to eight (8) seats.

Middle School and LINK high school classrooms 
will contain no more than 24 students per 
program. These classrooms will not limit grade 
levels to a specific number of seats.

For students enrolled and matriculating as 1st 
to 2nd graders in 2012-2013, the school will 
make allowance for the extended class size of 
ten current students as these students were 
enrolled prior to the development of this policy. 
Should students dis-enroll from this group their 
seats will not be filled. In this way the School 
will attempt to equalize the numbers in this 
cluster to 8. 

Teachers will be consulted before the final 
enrollment is confirmed and/or closed for the 
year. Class size can be limited to fewer than 
sixteen students K-5 or fewer than twenty-
four students each in Middle and High School 
when the need to account for a density of 
high-needs or special needs students may 

arise.  Such limits shall have the same effect 
on all applicants for enrollment (in priority 
order, as stated below), not just students with 
high needs or special needs.

Class placement and enrollment will be deter-
mined by the following priorities, students in 
each category will be enrolled before moving to 
the next priority category until the classroom 
have meet its yearly determined class size. If 
any priority category exceeds the remaining 
seats a lottery will take place to determine 
placement for students in that priority category:
1. Currently Enrolled students.
2. Children of Contracted Employees: Children 
who have one or more parents who are current-
ly employed full-time on contract at CCS will 
receive priority in the admission process.
3. Siblings of currently enrolled students.  Note: 
In the event that a twin obtains the last avail-
able seat in a class, CCS will give reasonable 
consideration to enrolling both twins by increas-
ing class size by one student.
4. Students who live within Moffat District 2 
will be given priority placement over students 
enrolling from out-of-district.
5. Waiting list: Students come off the waiting 
list based on the above priorities and then by a 
First-Come First-Serve basis.  Students will be 
placed on the waiting list with the student who 
has applied for enrollment earliest being in the 
first spot on this this, and so on, ending with 
the student who has applied for enrollment 
most recently.

Enrollment Timelines: For the 2013-2014 school 
year, applications will only be accepted for new 
students between 8:00 AM March 20th 2013, 
through 3:00 PM May 15th 2013, for enrollment 
the following school year. If families submitted 
prior to that date the school with contact them 

to confirm submission of the enrollment packet.

 Beginning in 2014, applications will only be 
accepted for new students between 8:00 AM 
March 1st through 3:00 PM May 15th for en-
rollment the following school year. (If these two 
dates fall on a weekend, the enrollment date 
will fall on the first business day afterwards.)

Re-enrollment for returning students will be 
accepted from April 15-May 15 of the current 
school year, for the next year’s enrollment. By 
June 1 class sizes for the following year will be 
determined.

Families will be notified of placement by June 
15. The school will continue to accept applica-
tions for the current school year in non-closed 
classrooms from June 15 through September 
30. 

New students in special education will be 
admitted conditioned upon review of their IEP. 
Such IEP review must be carried out by an IEP 
team.  The IEP team may determine, consist-
ently with state and federal law, whether the 
student can receive a Free Appropriate Public 
Education (FAPE) at CCS.  If so, the student ‘s 
enrollment shall be final.  Students in special 
education may be placed on the waiting list for 
the same reasons, and under the same condi-
tions, as student in regular education.

Admissions notification: Parents of students 
who are accepted for admission will be notified 
in writing. Parents have 10 days from the date 
of the offer of admission to accept or decline. 

The School’s Governing Council may move to 
change or adjust this policy to suit enrollment 
and programming needs.

Crestone Charter School Class Size and Enrollment Policy
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Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.enchantedforestcrestone.net
http://www.enchantedforestcrestone.net
mailto:annekellycrestone@yahoo.com
mailto:kaibeetch@gmail.com
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Beautiful Home For Rent
Beautiful Home for Rent. 1 BD + 
Office/2nd BD, 2 BA. Radiant floor heat 
w/ETS + wood stove. Hard wood floors, 
stunning views, covered balcony. Private 
& quiet location near Cottonwood Creek. 
No smoking, pets negotiable. $775/
month + utilities, deposit. Unfurnished 
or partially furnished. Call 588-8727. 
Available April 1st.

Stupa House for Rent
Stupa House 5BD 3BA home Chalet 
II, near upper stupa & Vajra Vidya next 
to the mountain. ELF efficient heaters. 
Can be rented fully furnished/$1290 or 
unfurnished/$1190. Lease 719-256-5439.

Sacred Retreat Home
Retreat house for rent. Peaceful 
spacious 1 BR (900 sq ft) on 70 acres 
of  sacred, blessed land with sweeping 
views. Passive solar heating, backs onto 
creek. $700 + utilities. 707-336-0777.

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent

Lovers Way B&B
Lovely Room with private entrance 
and bath. Located on the green belt. 
Contact Bon at 1-719-256-5654 or 
e-mail crestbon@yahoo.com $65.00 
per night.

Downtown Crestone winter only
Casa del Soul: 1 and 2 bedroom fully 
furnished non smoking apartments. 

Cable, internet, utilities provided. 1bd 
& 2bd 719-256-5788.

Studio/Apt.for rent
Studio/Apt. for rent: An unique 
Passive solar heated place, with trees/
privacy fencing, new gas stove/frig. 
wood heat, views, near town. Partially 
furnished, blissfull 6” insul. claw foot 
bath tub. Contact: pablo@amigo.net 1 
pet/person $650+util; $400dep.+ref. 
719 256-4677 Paul.

Studio/Cottage for Rent
Large, Fully furnished studio-cottage. 
Private patio & entrance, beautifully 
appointed, wifi, Direct TV, washer/
dryer available, quiet, comfy, cozy. 
All utilities included. $650/mo, 
call for short-term rates. 719-256-
5768, enchantedforestcrestone.net / 
annekellycrestone@yahoo.com

Free office space available!
Shared entry. Use of  our phone system, 
in trade just answer the phones, and 
deal with customers according to 
our procedures, plus heavy walk-in 
traffic. Area app. 6’x4’ space. Older, 
used rug included. Rotating cleaning 
responsibilities, 40/60 you. Walking 
our 3 dogs daily required. Great 
opportunity to expand our business!

House Rental Wanted

Long-Term Rental Wanted
Wanted: Non-traditional living space 
with fire (barn, workshop, any such) 
nr. Crestone Town; lease/rent-to-own, 
lease for at least a year. $200.-/mo max. 
truehome*gmail.com

Caretaker/Housesitter
Single Female Clean Nonsmoker/
drinker, no pets/kids, w/local 
references. Work at Sage. Prefer work 
trade for homes on market. Will house 
sit 719-239-1559.

Wanted to Rent
WANTED TO RENT cottage/apt. 
for immaculate, mature woman with 
no pets – 1-bedroom, bathroom, 
kitchen, livingroom, unfurnished, in 
town preferred, clean, no carpeting, 
quiet, long-term, $350-$450 
including utilities/heat. Contact 
Sandra 588-9595.

Services

Licensed Real Estate Appraisal
Licensed Real Estate Appraiser with 25 
years experience, many years experience 
in Crestone. Don Root. 937-7796 or 720-
244-1097. donald.root@yahoo.com. 

Colormax House Painting
Colormax House Painting—many 
local references including Curt’s Store 
and the Crestone Credit Union. Large 
color swatches for easy color selection. 
30 years experience. Repairs. Excellent 
craftsmanship. Neat, fast & perfect. 
Chris Argenta 256-5243.

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—22 years 
Computer Technician with full shop in 
the Baca. Windows, VIRUS fixes and 
prevention, networking. Call Dennis 
256-4110

Recycle-Creede Recycling Services
Recycle-Creede provides drop-off  
recycling services in Crestone the 
3rd Saturday of  every month in The 
Laughing Buddha parking lot. We take 
almost everything! For more details call 
303-503-9975; visit us on Facebook and 
at www.creede.org.

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical 
needs. Prompt, reliable, generous 
rates. Contact Steve at 256-5951, 
sdossenback@gmail.com

Honeybee Removal
Free honeybee removal in the northern 
SLV. Give us a call; if  they are honeybees 
and accessible, we’ll take them away. 
Sorry, no wasp, yellow jacket or other sort 
of  insect removal — we’re just in it for 
the bees. Please call Janet at 719-937-3767 
or email woodmandesign@fairpoint.net.

Sublers Nursery
Flagstone & Paver Installation | Outdoor 
Living Areas | Privacy Fence | Large 
Trees & Shrubs | Shop Online @ 
SublersNursery.com | 719-395-6253 | 
Located in Buena Vista

DirecTV Sales, Installation, & Service
DirecTV For Sales, Installation and 
Service call Dennis at 256-4110.

Looking for a Healthcare 
Practitioner?

Looking for a health care practitioner 
in Crestone? Massage therapists, 
herbalists, energy healers, doulas, and 
more. Also lodging, hot springs, gift 
certificates. www.crestonehealers.com.

Xplore Design
Your Website is an Investment. 
Ridiculously good customer service 
and seriously inspired design. 719-239-
3300 or markt@xplore-design.com

Breastfeeding Service: 
Been breastfeeding for a while now, and my 
milk just isn’t used up yet. Just weened 7 
year old daughter, preceeded by my 6 other 
children. I think I’m healthy, with all my 
current shots & only minimal recreational 
drug usage. Come see me for weekly bottle 
distribution schedule in the PO parking lot. 

IT’S TAX TIME AGAIN!
David W. Walker, Accountant; 36 years 
experience, Personal & Business Income 
Tax Assistance. Call for appointment in 
your area: 719-379-2988.

Is a reliable handyman escaping 
you? Not sure what to do? Call 

BIG BLUE!
Big Blue HANDYMAN SERVICE: 
Driving and hauling; Construction/
demolition/remodeling; General repairs 
and maintenance; Housecleaning, 
organizing, shelf  installation; That list 
of  various tasks – no matter how small! 
Experienced, affordable, free estimates, 
local references. “The courage to get 
a job done right” Matthew Clark 719-
221-4861 m.lyon.c@gmail.com

Bob’s Repairs and Maintenance
Bob’s Repairs and maintenance around 
your home, 30 years experience in 
framing interior trim, decks, fencing, 
door and windows. 719-256-5253. 

Crestone Talks! Email 
Discussion Group

Crestone Talks! Email Discussion 
Group for Crestone. Events, 
perspectives, queries, and the 
uncategorizeable. To subscribe, send a 
blank email: crestonetalks-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-13
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Complete Automotive, Light Truck & 4x4 Service 
with the Latest in Diagnostic Equipment

Jeff Escheman, Owner
6778 S Hwy. 17   •   Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-5489   •   (719) 589-1749
587-9055 (Fax)

DAVIN RUDE’S 
Tune Ups & More
Now located in Moffat

Offering Mechanical and Auto Glass
Fast, Friendly, Affordable and Best of all - Local!

Free Estimates!

Mobile: 719 937 3195  / Garage: 719 256 4426

All makes and models / Specializing in foreign cars
Service calls and roadside assistance
Pick up and delivery available
Lots of great references

“Doing it right from start to nish!” 

21Cra� Dr.     Alamosa CO 81101   (719) 589‐8940 

Partnered up with: 

 

A Division of                                                                      
WSB Computer Services, Inc.  

Crea�ng Jobs for the San Luis Valley 

NEW Electronic Recycling! 
We accept all computer components, AV equipment, 

small appliances, monitors, TV’s and Ba�eries. 
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Help Wanted

Personal Assistant
Personal Assistant entrusted with 
wide variety of  tasks a valued efficient 
employee is needed organization 
ready to pay good weekly,contact 
fredricklarry135@yahoo.com

Seeking Utility Maintenance Worker
Baca Grande Water and Sanitation 
District is accepting applications to 
fill a full time position for a Utility 
Maintenance Worker. Under general 
supervision the Utility Maintenance 
worker performs duties to sustain the 
operation, maintenance, and servicing 
of  water and waste water treatment 
facilities. Duties include: monitoring plant 
operations; performing and assisting 
with construction projects; performing 
preventive and corrective maintenance; 
conducting periodic inspections; record 
keeping and customer service. Utility 
Maintenance Workers must participate 
in on-call duty schedule rotation. 
Applications can be picked up at 57 
Baca Grant Way S, Crestone, CO 81131 
or on our web site at www.bacawater.
com/forms. Submit a completed 
application and resume to: Baca Grande 
Water and Sanitation District; PO Box 
520, Crestone, CO 81131. Application 
deadline is 04-12-2013.

Office Help Wanted
Part Time, office assistant for local 
professional practitioners. Must have 
training and experience. Submit resume, 
with education & references to: CHC, 
P.O. Box 461, Crestone, CO 81131

Housekeeper Wanted
We are looking for a part time 
housekeeper for Casa Del Soul in 
Crestone. Call Gary at 256-5788.

Misc. Wanted

Driving to California?
WANTED: Ride to Sebastopol, CA, 
$300.- towards gas. About 4 suitcases, 
some boxes, bicycle frame, my cat 
(with her cage) etc. I can share driving. 
truehome at gmail.com

WANTED: Straw Bales – 
New or Old

Straw bales: New & golden or old 
& moldin’, our garden needs ‘em. 
Please call Janet at 4230 or stop by the 
Crestone Eagle office. 

Misc. for Sale

All in great shape:
Epiphone DR acoustic guitar – ex. 
condition-$55. Dresser/night stand – 
heavy wood. $75. CD player – 5 discs 
– like new/$65. Black/Decker paper 
shredder – $25. Drafting table/wood 
top. $80. 256-5614.

For Sale
New or never used: Champion 4000 watt 
generator; Cobra 2500 watt inverter w/
remote; HP designjet plotter; Chrome gas 
2-burner hot plate; Twin head propane 
radiant heater 719-588-2746

Need a Break?
April 15th ~ the dreaded “Tax Day” ~ 
the CYP Thrift Store will be having a 
25% OFF SALE because “You deserve 
a break today” (but it ain’t McDonald’s!)

Misc. For Sale
Never used 2011 hot tub $3500 OBO. 
Direct vent LP heater $400. 25 stoves 
and chimney in stock. Green house 
covering by Solexx. Service work by 
David Lindsey 256-4400. Call Nathan 
at Shangrilah Stove 256-4768.

Spring is here ~ Trees, shrubs 
and more for sale

Sublers Nursery ~ Large Trees, Blue 
Spruce, Pinion Pine, Ponderosa Pine, 
Bristlecone Pine, Aspen & Cottonwood 
| Large Shrubs, Mt. Mahogany, 
Currents, Lilac, Redtwig Dogwood 
| Co Red Flagstone | New Mexico 
Napoleon Flagstone | Shop Online @ 
SublersNursery.com | 719-395-6253

Used books and CDs Cards and 
jewelry by Carmin

New store in Sangre de Cristo Inn. Off  
the central hallway, next to the pottery 
shop. Open Wed – Sat 11-3. Will special 
order books. For more info call Carmin 
at 256-4511.

A Piece of  Crestone
Send a chunk of  Crestone to your loved 
ones! A small Crestone Conglomerate 
rock, complete with explanatory reprint 
from The Crestone Eagle, attractively 
packaged in a 3”x3” box for only $5. 
All sales benefit Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors. Available at His & Hers 
Hairstyling and The Crestone Eagle

Community Service

Need Food? Emergency Food 
Supply-

Need Food? The Moffat Food Bank 
will provide an emergency supply of  
food for 3 days to anyone in need. Open 
2-4 Tuesdays. Call for information at 
256-4226. 

Emotional and Spiritual 
Counseling

Change your life for free. “Change 
your mind/change your reality/expand 
consciousness through grace.” Alice 
Blaszak provides free emotional and 
spiritual counseling to local residents. 
Privacy maintained. Phone Alice at 
256-5670 for appointment; will resume 
May 7th.

Need a Caregiver?
I can help you find a local caregiver 
for you or a loved one. I have several 
names and numbers of  individuals 
with a variety of  skills and experience. 
(I am also looking for more trained 
caregivers/CNA) For in-home 
assistance, elderly care, ongoing illness, 
etc. call Kris at 719-256-4786; LM—
Please speak clearly, I’ll return your call.

CB Village – Local Help, Give & 
Receive

CB Village is a local time bank where 
you can help others and gain credit for 
future help when you need it. Go to 
www.cbvillage.net or call 480-8757 to 
join for free.

Need Food? Crestone Food 
Bank is now Open

Crestone Food Bank is now open in 
the Crestone Town Center, SW corner 
of  Galena & Alder. Open Wednesdays 
from 1-3pm, and as needed. Call 
Denise 256-4644.

SHARE YOUR PAIN: 
Recently neutered dog looking to form 
a support group for grief  therapy, 
mutual counseling or maybe just a good 
cry. No cats! Studs need not attend.

Free

Designing the Future Together:
We have to first together decide what 
the ideal world should be, before we 
can together start creating it! 
www.ModelEarth.Org

Free Manure
Free horse manure. Call the Baca 
Grande Stables to arrange pick up. 
256-4756

Free: used mattress. 
One of  the standard sizes. Used only 10 
out of  its 15 year warranty.Only slight 
smell. You pick up. Check in front of  
the freebox first, unless I get caught for 
dropping it off  there.

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854
phone: (303) 415-1618

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

I can see clearly now!
Nick’s 
Professional 
Window 
Washing

Call 
Nick Drake 

Great Local 
References

256-4790
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by Keno
What is a squall line?
A squall line is a system of 

thunderstorms that have formed 
into a line ahead of a cold front, 
where wind shear combined with 
unusually widespread lifting of the 
lower atmosphere causes convec-
tion. The line itself is relatively 
narrow, but it can produce heavy 
rain, hail, lightning, and dangerous 
straight-line winds. Tornadoes can 
also form among squall lines; how-
ever, they are more commonly asso-
ciated with isolated thunderstorms, 
not squall lines.

In our area during the early 
spring, it isn’t uncommon to see 
heavy snow squalls form in these 
lines, and we will normally see 
weather events like squall lines 
from late March till around early 
September. 

What is graupel? 
Graupel, which is also called 

“snow pellets”, is precipitation that 
forms when snow in the atmosphere 
encounters super-cooled droplets of 
water. In a process known as accre-
tion, ice crystals form instantly on 
the outside of the snow and accumu-
late until the original snowflake is 

no longer visible or distinguishable. 
Although also called “soft hail”, it 
isn’t hail at all and is considered a 
form of snow.

To tell the difference between 
graupel and hail, you simply have 
to touch a graupel ball. Graupel pel-
lets usually fall apart when touched 
or when they hit the ground. Hail, 
which consists of layers of ice, are 
very hard and will not break when 
touched.  Although we do some-
times see graupel on very cold win-
ter days, it’s more likely to occur in 
the early spring around our neck of 
the woods, and it can accumulate on 
the ground even with the tempera-
ture a few degrees above freezing, 
unlike normal snowflakes which 
usually melt instantly under the 
same conditions.

Is there weather in space?
Well yes . . . but not the kind 

we see on Earth. Outer space has 
none of the ingredients we usu-
ally think of for producing weather 
(like moisture), but space can still 
be a stormy place. The storminess 
is caused by the sun. As is the case 
with all active stars, our sun is con-
stantly in motion and often produc-
es eruptions of gas and high energy 
particles that shoot out into space.

Right now our sun is in a very 
active stage and is producing a high 
volume of solar flares.  Although so-
lar particles continuously bombard 
the earth, during high solar erup-
tions like what we are seeing at the 
present time, these eruptions some-
times become very intense. Such 
storms can disrupt communication 
satellites, and power grids on the 
ground. These charged particles 
are also what causes the Northern 
Lights (aka Aurora Borealis) and 
cause them to be seen much far-
ther south than normal. The Na-
tional Weather Service, along with 
NOAA, now has a Space Weather 
Prediction Center Website (swpc.
noaa.gov), which monitors and fore-
casts solar activity. Very interesting 
indeed; I do suggest if you have an 
interest in space weather, that you 
check out this site!

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
February 21 to March 20
Total precipitation for period 
Liquid precip: 0.98”
Snow: 12.3” 
Measurable precipitation fell on 
10 days.
Measurable snow fell on 9 days.
Measurable rain fell on 1 day.
A trace of snow fell on 1 day.
No thunderstorms or hail oc-
curred.
Total precipitation year to 
date
Since Jan 1: 1.46”
Total snow to date  
Since Jan 1: 17.7”
Snow season 7/1-6/30: 38.8” 
 
Temperatures for the period
High temp: 64.0°F on March 15
Low temp: 2.4°F on February 27
Avg. high: 43.7°F 
Avg. low: 17.1°F
Days with high temp ≥ 60°: 2
Days with high temp > 50°: 7
Days with high temp ≤ 32°: 7
Days with low temp ≤ 32°: All 28
Days with low temp ≤ 10°: 7
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 4mph  
  Highest gust: 37mph on 
March 17 
Main direction: Out of the east

Weather summary 
Temperatures were above 

normal, with precipitation also 
slightly above normal. On Sat-
urday, March 9, 6.4” of snow fell 
along with .57” of precipitation, 
both records for the date. The old 
snowfall record was 5.0”, and the 
old precipitation mark was .30”; 
both records were set in 1992.

Outlook for April
April is normally our fourth 

wettest month of the year, aver-
aging 1.23” of precipitation, with 
10.2” of snow. The wettest April 
ever was in 1990, when 3.41” 
of precip was reported, and the 
snowiest April was in 2009 when 
47.3” of snow fell.

Temperature-wise, the av-
erage high and low is 52° and 
24° on the first of the month and 
rises up to 61° and 31° by the last 
day of the month. The warmest 
temp ever in April was 80°, set 
first on April 30, 1992, and then 
reached again on April 27, 2000. 
The coldest reading was 6°, first 
set on April 6, 1983, and then 
again on April 12, 1997.

The 30-day outlook for 
April, put out by the National 
Weather Service, is calling for 
well-above-normal-tempera-
tures, with below normal pre-
cipitation—not good news at all. 
However, the 30-day outlook this 
year has been incorrect for the 
first 3 months so far, so time will 
tell what actually takes place!

Ask 
  the 
Weatherman

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

PAPER:
(Oldie but goodie!)    
	 ❑	 $20 - 12 issues, Bulk mail 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state)
	 ❑		$32 - 12 issues, First class   

DIGITAL:  
(Best value!)    

❑	 Just $15 for 12 issues .pdf file 
❑	 $5 add’l with paper subscription
Go digital with The Crestone Eagle!                  

❍	I am a new subscriber			❍	Just a renewal  ❍	I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _______________________ Email: _____________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________

PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
P.O. BOX 512
CRESTONE, CO 81131
719 256 4505
PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

• STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION 
• NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES 
• PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR
• CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
• REMODELS

CONSTRUCTION

  • STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION

 • NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES

 • PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR

 • CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION

 • REMODELS

 PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
 P.O. BOX 512
 CRESTONE, CO 81131
 719 937 7756
 PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

March saw a series of light snowfalls.  This one on March 9 of 6.4” set a record for the 
date. It is good to see snow on the peaks!      photo by Lori A. Nagel

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More
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