
The month of June has seen 
several wildfires impact the San 
Luis Valley region.  The biggest 
fire, the West Fork Complex, has 
caused the evacuation of the town 
of South Fork and the closure of 
highway 160 over Wolf Creek Pass 
and highway 149 from South Fork 
to Creede.  The fire, which is now 
several fires that grew together, 
started on June 5 due to lightning.   
The start area was in rough ter-
rain northeast of Pagosa Springs 

and west of the continental divide 
and grew steadily.  By June 19 and 
20 the fire, due to dry windy condi-
tions, really took off, crossing the 
divide heading to the town of South 
Fork.  It was said by one fire official 
that the chances of saving South 
Fork was “low to moderate”.  How-
ever, a massive response to the fire 
has so far saved the town. The Wolf 
Creek Ski area is also threatened 
and fire lines are being created to 
try and protect it. Currently there 

are over 900 personnel, ground and 
air support fighting this fire.  As of 
June 27, the fire was listed as being 
at 81,000 acres.  The West Fork fire 
has brought days of heavy smoke 
into the San Luis Valley.

Saguache County fires
The Ox Cart fire, southeast 

of Poncha Pass in the Sangre de 
Cristo Mountains, started on June 
6 due to lightning.  It has now 
grown to 1150 acres.  As it started 

Regional fires fill the San Luis Valley with smoke, 
cause evacuations & road closures; fire ban declared

Crestone, Colorado   Volume 24, Number 7  July, 2013      $1

PRESORT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
CRESTONE, CO

PERMIT #8
81131

Change Service
Requested

“A humble, honoring prayer to the Thunder Beings and Cloud People that fire and water come into balance for the benefit of all beings” says photographer Matthew Crowley. “This 
photo was taken in July 2012.  I had just shot one of the most beautiful sunsets reflected on the Sangres I have ever seen and was putting away my camera when this spectacular 
night time light show from the Thunder Beings began.” To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com
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24 years serving the Northern San Luis Valley

by Kirk Banghart
On May 28 the Public School 

Capital Assistance Board narrowed 
the list of 63 project applications, 
totaling more than $329 million in 
project requests, to a total of six ap-
proved large projects and two alter-
nate projects. Moffat Consolidated 
School District was identified and 
ranked #4 on the entire list based 
upon facility needs and was recom-
mended for BEST funding!

The recommended BEST 
grant is in the amount of $11.33 
milllion. The grant is contingent 

upon a local matching money bond 
in the amount of $4.55 million for a 
total of $15.8 million.

Over the past year, the Moffat 
School Board has contracted with 
engineering and construction firms 
to audit and price the needed re-
pairs for the Moffat PK-12 School. 
That audit discovered that the 
school has more than $9 million in 
needed repairs. Because of limita-
tions on what our school district can 
afford to build by law, we are un-
able to raise the money necessary to 
address our facility deficiencies. In 

fact, the most we can raise with our 
current assessed value is $4.55 mil-
lion. The State of Colorado recog-
nized the need of districts like ours 
and developed the BEST program 
to address these needs. 

This is an incredible oppor-
tunity to leverage state monies to 
provide an opportunity for the chil-
dren of Moffat/Crestone. We will 
never again get the chance to have 
the Front Range pay for 2/3 of our 
school. 

The building audit found many 

Moffat School District awarded $11.3 million BEST Grant

continued on page 28

Come join the 4th of July fun!  Parade, 
box car derby, booths, music & festivities.  
See story in our Summer Fun Section.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Thank you CCC 
Dear Editor,
Much has been said about 

our community’s troubled youth. 
However, we’ve had a different ex-
perience and are here to praise the 
kids in the youth work program of 
Crestone Creative Council (CCC) 
and Lisa Bodey who tirelessly co-
ordinates their activities. CCC is 
unique, for the group generates 
their activities based on their in-
terests and vision of what they 
believe will be of benefit. We have 
frequently hired CCC folks to help 
with yard work, house painting, 
moving, home projects and more. 
We recommend them to anyone in 
the community who needs some as-
sistance. We’re grateful to Lisa and 
CCC for providing our community 
with this win-win program!  

We are also enthusiastic about 
“Sponsor A Month”. It invites com-
munity members to donate $100 to 
pay CCC’s rent & utilities at the 
community building for a month, 
as well as purchase basic items 
like toilet paper and trash bags. 
They already have three anony-
mous donors for May, June & July. 
Maybe you and a few friends could 
show your faith in our hard work-
ing youth and “purchase” a month. 
There’s no better way of encour-
aging our youth than supporting 
CCC!

Sandra and Patrick Ham-
mond, Lori Nagel, Lee Temple and 
Carol DeAntoni, Deana and Josh 
Wilfong, Kathy Grant

Response to Lonnie 
Nichols commentary

Dear Editor,
It will be impossible for me 

to address all of the points in the 
astoundingly inaccurate, exagger-
ated, and disingenuous “two-and-
a-half full-page article” this paper 
published by Lonnie Nichols in 
just the few hundred words that 
I’m limited to.  If time allows, I 
will write a more detailed rebuttal 
and post it on the BGCAN web site: 
www.BGCAN.net.

Lonnie states the article is 
just “his opinions” but proceeds as 
if he is a uniquely qualified “ex-
pert” on everybody and everything 
that has been going on here for four 
decades after just a few months on 
the job.   And I assume this month’s 
issue will contain the much-antici-
pated “Part II”.

All I can say about my direct 
experience with Lonnie during his 
brief tenure at the POA was his 
endless complaining about how 
hard the job was—pretty much 
what is seen in his article.   Doesn’t 
seem like the amazing (according 
to Lonnie) five-week Hammer-
smith training prepared him very 
well for anything.

I have attended virtually eve-
ry POA Board meeting in the last 
year and I’ve asked A LOT of ques-
tions during that time.  I can tell 
you that discerning the truth about 

what has been going on around 
here is not something anyone could 
grasp in just a few months no mat-
ter how amazingly skilled and in-
sightful they are.

Now let me give you an ex-
ample of what I mean by Lonnie 
being disingenuous.  He mentions 
and misrepresents the lawsuit filed 
against Russell Schreiber, Treat 
Suomi and William Folk   The suit 
WAS NOT filed against the entire 
Board or the entire Association as 
Lonnie stated.  

Lonnie said the case was 
dismissed but failed to mention it 
was “dismissed without prejudice.”  
This means that it was dismissed 
on a technicality and that it can be 
re-filed when the deficiency is cor-
rected.  The case is not over by any 
stretch of the imagination.  But 
that’s what is being told to every-
one around here.

The judge simply ruled that 
we failed to request and attend a 
required “Dispute Resolution Hear-
ing” prior to filing the lawsuit.  We 
have challenged this because we 
did have a Hearing on November 
29, 2012.  It was well attended and 
reported on by this paper.  A LOT 
of POA members voiced concerns 
about the way the Board Election 
was conducted at that Hearing.

But perhaps the most egre-
gious omission by Lonnie was that 
he was one of the people who voiced 
concerns (the night of the Annual 
Meeting). He failed to mention that 
he met with me and others at his 
house on several occasions to dis-
cuss what could be done about the 
botched election.  Lonnie failed to 
mention that HE drafted the writ-
ten request for that November 
29 Special Hearing.  And Lonnie 
failed to mention that he asked us 
not to disclose this fact because he 
had just applied to Hammersmith 
for the position of POA Manager.

Lonnie attempts to explain 
his change of opinion because of 
“legal opinions” although Russell 
Schreiber said those legal opinions 
invited a lawsuit.  Let me tell you . 
. . I have dealt with bank attorneys 
now for over four years who rou-
tinely distort and misrepresent the 
meaning of laws in order to defend 
indefensible clients.  This is exact-
ly what led to the necessity of us 
asking a judge to declare the cor-
rect meaning of statutes, rules, and 
procedures so that Board Members 
can no longer just make up what-
ever meaning suits them.

So from my perspective, this 
is the truth of things.  You decide 
how much stock to put in my words 
or those of Lonnie Nichols.

Bruce McDonald

In search of common 
ground

Dear Editor,
Thank you, Lonnie, for such a 

balanced and informative perspec-
tive on the scope and depth of our 
current POA.  You honored what 
works, and for what we might have 
gratitude, as well as elucidating the 
toxicity that keeps many residents 
away from active participation in 
our POA, whether as board mem-
bers, staff, volunteers, or simple re-
spectful participation in the POA’s 
decision-making process.  Though 
we’ve never met, I hope you stay in 
our community. 

As a 23 yr, full time resident, 
I can remember when POA board 
meetings were a bore.  No one 
brought lawsuits when they didn’t 
agree with a decision, and C&R vi-
olations were mostly handled in a 
low key, handshake manner.

Having been co-founder and 
president for 5 years of the Open 
Space Alliance, which successfully 
saved our valley and community 
from being under an MOA (Mili-
tary Operations Unit) of the Air 
National Guard, and involved to 
greater or lesser degrees in our 
community’s other successful at-
tempts to protect this sacred place, 
I agree that we tend to band to-
gether when fighting an outside 
foe, e.g., various attempts to export 
our valley’s water, our grandmoth-
ers staging a sit-in to fend off drill-
ing for gold on what is now Shumei 
land, as well as the more recent 
attempts at drilling for gas and oil 
within and adjacent to the Baca.

I’ve watched our commu-
nity grow, become more varied, 
and more sophisticated.  Yet that 
growth seems to have brought with 
it the kind of toxicity that Lonnie 
described.  Are personal slander 
and/or lawsuits our only options 
when we disagree?

Given that we are each unique 
human beings, and come here from 
uniquely different backgrounds 
and belief systems, it would seem 
only natural that we disagree with 
each other at least some of the 
time.  So wouldn’t it behoove us to 
find ways to process our disagree-
ments without slander, innuendo, 
and lawsuits?  Might we instead 
incorporate mediation and/or arbi-
tration into our community life?

When our emotions are trig-
gered, might we take the time it 
takes to calm down before project-
ing out our righteous indignation 
onto another?  Whatever happened 
to common decency and respect?

It pains me to read that at least 
one board member uses threats and 
intimidation on the staff.  And it 
also pains me when members of our 
community use threats and intimi-
dation on each other.

As to the POA’s difficulty in 
enforcing its C&As, I’m reminded 
of the movie, Manon of the Spring, 
in which a life was lost due to town 
members not speaking up for jus-
tice because of an attitude that 
“it’s not my business.”  Perhaps 
we might create a new community 
ethos that makes official violations 
as well as abrasive, toxic comments 
a part of everyone’s business to cor-
rect and improve?

Rather than unconsciously, 
automatically taking sides to an is-
sue that polarizes our community, 
how might we come together in 
search of common ground?

Respectfully submitted,
Kate Steichen

Respectfully 
& rationally

Dear Editor,
As a full-time Baca resident 

for twenty-nine years, I have of 
course experienced my frustra-
tions with the Baca Grande Prop-
erty Owner’s Association.   I want 
to thank you for publishing the 
highly informative explanation of  
some of  its workings from the for-
mer P.O.A. manager  Lonnie Nich-
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Editor’s Notes
For all the people

What an exciting time this is!
I’m still trying to absorb the 

impact of having the US Supreme 
Court strike down the Defense of 
Marriage Act on June 26—declar-
ing it unconstitutional for the fed-
eral government to deny one class 
of citizens the right to marry. The 
equal protection clause really does 
mean “equal”. Same-sex couples 
now have the opportunity, at least 
on the federal level, to the same 
benefits and protections as opposite 
sex couples. I didn’t think I’d see 
this happen in my lifetime.  

I am very grateful to my hero 
84-year-old Edie Windsor who 
brought the case to the supreme 
court.  After Thea Spyer, her part-
ner of 40 years, died, Edie was hit 
with a massive federal estate tax—
a penalty heterosexual married 
couples would not have been sub-
ject to.  Even though they had been 
married in Canada, the US federal 
government didn’t recognize their 
marriage.   She sued.  She won.  All 
our families won.

My other hero is Texas State 
Senator Wendy Davis who on June 
25 stood without food, drink or 
breaks for nearly 11 hours to filibus-
ter the passage of a bill that would 
have seriously infringed on women 
and family rights.  Hundreds of 
people came, filled the courthouse 
and cheered her and other senators 
on until the time ran out for a com-
plete vote.  This was impressive for 
conservative Texas.

And President Obama gets big 
points with me for speaking forceful-
ly on June 25 about climate change.  
He hammered home that this is 
very real and he’s doing something 
about it.  What will happen now will 
not just be up to the oil & gas lobby.
We the people need to keep the pres-
sure on for meaningful change.

Something was up in late 
June.  There were victories for peo-
ple, and hopefully the earth.  May-
be there’s a changing tide.  Some-
times, I really love this country.

Happy Independence Day,
Kizzen
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ols.   I learned some things and was 
happy to see him champion person-
al accountability since the POA’s 
rules are pretty toothless.

It is in acting responsibly 
(paying our “what a deal!” dues 
and working courteously with oth-
ers would be a good start) that an 
understanding of the POA’s limita-
tions can be used to solve problems 
respectfully and rationally.  I am 
grateful for the information which 
Mr. Nichols provided with remark-
able objectivity considering the 
abuse to which he and others have 
apparently been subjected while at-
tempting to perform the POA man-
ager’s job.   How can we get good 
people to serve on the board if in so 
doing they will subject themselves 
to the disrespect, rage and harass-
ment from a few who are probably 
venting more than frustration with 
the institution. Litigiousness and 
discourtesy bring discredit to what-
ever their  assertions of the mo-
ment happen to be.   Moreover, it 
is a law of shadow psychology that  
accusers are probably pointing out 
in others what they cannot or re-
fuse to see about themselves!

It is my hope that a civil (i.e. 
well-mannered) majority  become 
informed and support the thankless 
work of the POA Board of Directors 
so that our community no longer be 
held hostage by a hapless few.  May 
election to the POA board be simply 
a way to selflessly serve our com-
munity instead of a crucifixion or a 
power trip.  May we all be given the 
personal accountability, patience 
and persistence to address together 
the institutionalized fallibility of the 
POA  and the potential for error in 
all human beings without incurring 
the expense to the property owners 
of legal action. 

 I do not know Mr. Nichols 
personally, but would like to thank 
him for his considerable effort to 
inform us and wish him well in his 
new endeavors. I am sorry the POA 
cannot benefit from his manage-
ment skills.

Anne Silver

Thank you firefighters
Dear firefighters
Please know we are carrying 

you in our hearts with prayers and 
gratitude. The heat and intensity 
of those flames is more than most 
can imagine and when I think of 
the courage it takes to be willing 
to put your life on the line for days 
at a time, saving not only people 
but creatures who are frightened, 
thank you is too small a word

I honor you
Sandia Belgrade & Pavita 

Decorah

Please take fire precau-
tions in these tinder-
dry conditions

It’s summer and we welcome 
you who have come to enjoy the 
wonderful natural beauties of the 
mountains, but we hope you’ll be 
fire aware:

Fires are raging around Colo. 
in all directions. We are bone dry 
with humidity under 10%. As you 
play in the Rockies, be conscious 
and careful: don’t throw your cig-
arette butts out the car window. 
Don’t dump your ashtray. Don’t 
drive on dry grass. Do put your 
campfire completely out.  Smokey 
the bear thanks you for being her 
guardian.

—Smokey & friends

Open Fire Ban! 
No fireworks allowed!
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Irma M. Ray
April 27, 1918—May 31, 2013

Irma Ray peacefully 
passed away May 31, 2013. She 
was 95.

Irma was born Irma Meta 
Kristowski April 27, 1918 in 
Detroit, Michigan to Meta 
(Braun) Kristowski and Gus-
tav A Kristowski. Irma had 2 
brothers, Arnie and Herb, and 
4 sisters, Ruth, Florence, Char-
lotte (Babe), and Renata, all 
of whom have preceded Irma 
in death. The family moved 
to South Bend, Indiana when 
Irma was a child and she spent 
nearly 60 years of her life there. 
She graduated from Riley High 
School and the South Bend 
College of Commerce. She was 
then employed at Studebaker 
Corporation as a secretary in 
the billing department. She 
married Marion A Ray in 1947. 
Irma had one child, Sharon M. 
Ray and was a homemaker. 
Irma’s husband passed away 
in 1968 after 20 happy years of 
marriage. 

Irma moved to Loveland, 
Colorado in 1975 in order to be 
near her daughter and grand-
children. She has 3 grandchil-
dren, Jane (Lilly-Ray) Huxman, 
Sarah Lilly-Ray, Jake Jacobs 
and a great-granddaughter, 
Paisley Ray Jacobs.

Irma moved to Saguache, 
Colorado in 2003 to be close to 
her daughter Sharon Ray.  Irma 
enjoyed yard work, gardening 
and mowing the grass. While 
living in Indiana she spent 
much time at Lake Michigan 
which she dearly loved. She also 
enjoyed the mountains, hik-
ing, and walking in town to do 
her errands. Irma spent much 
time in Sharon’s coffee shop in 
Moffat, Colorado visiting with 
customers and relaxing in her 
rocker by the woodstove. After 
Irma broke her hip in 2011, she 
spent the last 2 years of her life 
in Alamosa, Colorado at the 
San Luis Care Center, a place 
she loved and called her home. 

Air quality advisory 
due to wildfires

Smoke fills the air from the 
West Fork Complex Fire in Min-
eral County, as well as several 
smaller fires burning west of the 
San Luis Valley at this time. Air 
quality in the SLV is expected to 
vary until fires are controlled, 
and may become unhealthy 
at times. Fires have produced 
smoke that has reached unsafe 
levels in parts of Saguache, Min-
eral, and Rio Grande counties.  
Local Public Health and Emer-
gency Management officials ad-
vise residents in areas affected 
by heavy smoke to stay indoors 
and limit outdoor activity.  If 
smoke is making you ill indoors, 
consider relocating temporar-
ily.  Smoke is at unhealthy levels 
when visibility is less than five 
miles. For questions, please call 
your county public health agency.  

by Nathan Good
Together with a countless 

number of other organisms, we 
are at a major crossroads.  We 
may want to retire the story we 
were told/born into.  This is an 
unprecedented situation; ‘til now 
a decline or even a disappearance 
of any creature’s existence con-
cerned only the educated and/or 
the rich.  How about now?   The 
question is, can we adapt like the 
archaea bacteria, evolving, sur-
viving danger for billions of years? 
Their ancestors still reside in our 
cells today.  Will we reach matura-
tion like they have, or are we one 
and the same?  Below is a look at 
living systems humans have used 
new and old.  

1. “Money-driven paradigm”   
Typically competitive, with 

the assumption that egoistic be-
havior of any individual, and 
competition with others, are ben-
eficial. Perhaps capitalism wasn’t 
intended to be predatory or ex-
ploitive regarding our planet, but 
it thinks it found a bottomless 
resource of materials and a “play-
ground”.  Continued use of energy 
to get its “fix” while emitting dan-
gerous wastes hazardous to its 
own health.  It’s hard to quit and 
still growing.

2. “Odd collectivism”                                
Interests of the individual 

or group become subordinated 
to goals  controlled by a small 
group or single person.  The loss 
of rights and freedoms become op-

pressive.  Disguised hierarchies, 
tribal dynasties and/or follower 
or “cult like” power structures can 
distract its people with traditions 
of hidden self harm. Its society’s 
interdependency with nature may 
become derelict.   A “collective ir-
responsibility” may result. I call 
this the “Lord of the Flies” effect

3. “Whole-life emphasis”
Individuals and communi-

ties have understanding (or could 
be educated) that they are actu-
ally already in a collective with all 
life on the planet. That the next 7 
generations of life depend on their 
pro-bio relations. These cultures/
tribes/families pass on these val-
ues to each generation, the old 
wisdom ways of civility towards 
all creation.  A foundation sup-
porting each other to really learn 
from what isn’t in concert with the 
health of life in general.  Coopera-
tive with self, family, community, 
nation, and planetary inhabit-
ants, value a loving prospective 
with respect to interconnectivity 
to all life.  A “whole life emphasis”  

Rebuilding the story.  A 
small group of folks committed 
to civility and simple living.  The 
Farm in Tennessee is an exam-
ple. Resources and energy follow 
to improve the models they build. 
Education is contagious.  Recogni-
tion that we are a keystone spe-
cies is crucial.  Solidarity is found.  
When we find out, it’s only us on a 
mission to wake up and live!  To-
gether we can do it!    

Missing persons reminder 
James Brian Rowe

On July 30, it will be 9 years 
since James Brian Rowe went 
missing from the Crestone area.  
He is still missing and his family 
still hopes to receive word about 
him.  If anyone has any informa-
tion they are asked to call the Sa-
guache County Sheriff ’s office at 
719-655-2544.

What will we choose to pass on to 
our following generations?

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 TTTTTTHHEE CC EESSTTOONNEE EEAAAAAAGGGGGGGGG
 is a proud sponsor of the is a proud sponsor 
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Property owners within the 
Town of Crestone were stunned 
when they opened their 2013 Notic-
es of Valuation from the Saguache 
County Assessor.  Valuations for 
residential land were raised from 
$1,890 to $7,000 per 50’ lot and com-
mercial land was increased from 
$3,780 to $40,000 per 50’ lot.  The 
values placed on residential and 
commercial buildings also changed 
but in a highly irregular and unpre-
dictable manner.  

The 2013 valuations resulted 
from orders entered on October 5, 
2011 and November 15, 2012 by 
the State Board of Equalization, an 
entity that examines and reviews 
county valuations for the assess-
ment of property taxes in Colorado.  
After receiving various public com-
plaints alleging that improvements 
on residential land in Saguache 
County had been omitted from prior 
valuations, an expert was appointed 
by the board who determined that 
appraisals of residential proper-
ties were “outside the acceptable 
guidelines as adopted by the state 
board.”  In these orders, based upon 
this expert’s recommendations, the 
board ordered that “all residential 
property in Saguache County be re-
appraised during the property tax 
year commencing January 1, 2012.”   
In the November order, the reap-
praisals were expanded to include 
all classes of property.  The reap-
praisals resulted in many properties 
receiving new and greatly increased 
valuations and past tax bills for the 
years 2011 and 2012 as well as the 
increased valuations for 2013.  

The Town of Crestone has 
600 residential lots of varying zon-
ing density.  Of this total, 435 are 
50’ lots and 165 are 25’ lots.  There 
is a tremendous disparity in these 
lots based upon such factors as the 
terrain, surface water flows, access, 
and availability of services.  How-
ever, the appraised value of each 
residential lot in Crestone was uni-
formly raised by 370%.   

There are 120 commercial lots 
consisting of 47 lots that are 50’ wide 
and 73 lots that are 25’ wide.  There 
has been extremely limited com-
mercial development in the town 
and a sale of commercial land with 
or without improvements is rare.  
The Saguache County 2013 Reap-
praisal Final Report, dated May 31, 
2013, found that in all of Saguache 
County “nine sales of commercial 
were considered with sales from 
the 5-year data period.  There were 
“an insufficient number to use to 
set values . . .”  Nonetheless, the as-
sessor uniformly increased the ap-
praised value of every commercial 
lot in Crestone by 1058%.

While the increase in ap-
praised value of every lot in the 
Town of Crestone will have a great 
economic impact on all property 
owners, another change in the valu-
ations has also occurred that will 
further increase taxes.  This change 
also appears to affect property own-
ers outside the town.  In multiple 
instances on residential proper-
ties, the “Type of Property” on the 
valuation has been reclassified from 
“Residential” to “Non Residential”.  

Even if there was no change is the 
appraised value of a property, this 
change is designation will result 
in the assessed value of a property 
increasing from 7.96% to 29%.  The 
assessed value is the amount that 
is actually used in applying the mill 
levy to determine the taxes due on a 
particular property.    

The tax impact on property 
owners in Crestone and those that 
rent or rely upon services and goods 
in the town will be extraordinary.  In 
particular, the impact on the busi-
ness community is already being 
seen.  The Crestone Creative Trade 
Company has a “For Sale” sign be-
cause the owner, Lonny Roth, in-
dicates he simply cannot afford to 
remain in business due to the taxes 
being imposed upon his property.  A 
pending sale of Curt’s Olde County 
Store has been halted due to prop-
erty tax issues.  Benjamin Byer, 
owner of Elephant Cloud, indicates 
that the new appraisals upon which 
taxes will be based are “unfair and 
drastic” and “aren’t sustainable for 
a community that is economically 
weak”.  His opinion that increased 
taxes won’t “help promote a strong 
economic growth” in our community 
is shared throughout the business 
community.

Protests of the 2013 Notice 
of Valuations were of such a larger 
number that the Saguache County 
Assessor came to Crestone for two 
days in early June to accommodate 
meeting with property owners.   The 
protests, based upon Colorado law, 
alleged that:  the Assessor failed to 
use a representative body of sales in 
establishing values;  the similarities 
and dissimilarities among proper-
ties were not properly addressed; 
all sales were not included in the 
samples being relied upon; similar 
properties were not compared based 
upon a similar basis; the values 
were not what a willing buyer would 
pay a willing seller under normal 
economic conditions; speculative fu-
ture use was considered; the valua-
tions were arbitrary, unfair, and not 
impartial; and, the Assessor did not 
exercise her discretion prudently.  

The Assessor has until June 
30, 2013 to make a determination 
on the protests filed by each prop-
erty owner.  If that determination 
is not acceptable to the property 
owner, then the owner can protest 
to the County Board of Equalization 
by July 15, 2013.  Thereafter there 
are various other appeal processes 
which will likely be pursued by 
property owners. Property owners 
are already meeting to discuss how 
they will work together to change 
what could be an economic catastro-
phe for the Town of Crestone.

High tax assessments in town 
of Crestone draw protests

County Assessor clarifies issues
by Matie Belle Lakish
 The assessed value of properties in Crestone took a hike during the 

recent Saguache County reappraisal. Jacqueline Stephens, Saguache 
County Assessor, said that although Crestone was not singled out for major 
increases in valuations, it may appear so to local residents. Other places 
in the county also saw increases. However, because recent sales of both 
Crestone residential and business properties were for substantially higher 
figures during the last two years than in other parts of the county, Cre-
stone landowners are seeing higher valuations. In the Baca, valuations 
changed less dramatically, except in those cases of “Omitted Properties”, 
where homes had been built, but not added to tax roles.

 In Crestone, 50-foot lots zoned commercial went from an actual land 
value of $1890 to $40,000. This was based on an average of only three sales 
of lots over the last two years. Three sales of commercial lots averaged 
$47,500/lot. Residential sales averaged $7472/lot. Stephens offered the fol-
lowing examples of what this will mean to owners. 

Below are the calculations for the new value in the Town of Crestone 
commercial district.

 Old value $1,890 per lot, commercial calculations
$1,890 per lot x 29% (.29) assessment rate = $548 assessed value x 

.091067 mill levy =
$49.91 estimated taxes
 New value $40,000 per lot, commercial calculations
$40,000 per lot x 29% (.29) assessment rate = $11,600 assessed value 

x .091067 mill levy = $1056.38 estimated taxes
 If there is a residential lot within the commercial zoning, calculations 

are:
 Old value $1,890 per lot, residential calculations
$1,890 per lot X 7.96% assessment rate =$150 assessed value X 

.091067 mill levy =
$13.66 estimated taxes
 New value $40,000 per lot, residential calculations
$40,000 per lot X 7.96% (.0796) assessment rate = $3,184 assessed 

value X .091067 mill levy = $289.96 estimated taxes
Actual value $100,000 home, on lots zoned residential, in Crestone, 

will be:
$7,000 per lot (the new residential value) x 7.96% assessment rate 

= $557.20 assessed value x .091067 mill levy = $50.74 on the lot, plus the 
hypothetical house with an actual value of $100,000 x 7.96% = $7960 as-
sessed value x .091067 mill levy = $724.89. Add the land at $50.74 to the 
house at $724.89 for a total of $775.63.

Actual Value of $300,000, business building would look like this:
$300,000 x 29% assessment rate = $87,000 assessed value x mill 

.091067 mill levy =
$7,922.83 plus the tax on a 50 ft. lot of $1056,38 will give a combined 

tax of $8979.21 for one year. 
 Vacant properties, even though zoned residential, are taxed at the 

29% assessment rate. These figures are for land only. If structures (other 
than houses) are on the property, the assessment for the structure will be 
added. If the property is in the Baca, the mill levy will be somewhat differ-
ent, but the calculation process is the same. 

 For those assessed with omitted taxes (where buildings had not been 
previously assessed), they are being charged for tax years 2011 and 2012. 
Payment plans can be arranged. 

 Stephens says, “These calculations are based on the current mill levy, 
which was established last December.  Mill levies are calculated each De-
cember based on the total assessed value for each entity’s area.”

 Although the official deadline for appeals has passed, Stephens said 
that concerned property owners are welcome to call her with their con-
cerns, and she will try to address them. The Saguache County Assessor’s 
Office will be mailing Notices of Determinations to all property owners 
who protested their valuation by June 30.  Protests of Notices of Determi-
nations must be filed by 4pm on July 15. Property owners can have their 
protests heard by the County Board of Equalization. 

Blooming cactus with a sprinkle of rain. photo by Kate Steichen 
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by Matie Belle Lakish
 “Belt tightening” is on the 

agenda for the Saguache County 
Commissioners as the General Fund 
faces a 25% cut in revenue for the 
next twelve months. The State Au-
ditor’s Office made a clerical error 
when sending its request to the De-
partment of Interior for the county’s 
funding for the Payment In Lieu of 
Taxes (PILT) program. As a result, 
the county will receive $461,000 
rather than $939,000. The budget 
for this year has $820,000 for Gener-
al Fund items. A shortfall of roughly 
$400,000 will be hard to handle. 

 As discussed in previous 
County News reports, the com-
missioners voted to give all the 
Secure Rural Schools and Com-
munity Self-Development (SRS) 
funds to the schools this year in 
anticipation of receiving the full 
PILT funds. The commissioners 
opted for this because SRS funds 
benefit schools and county roads, 
but do not fund other county needs. 
By giving all the SRS funds to the 
schools in 2013, they hoped to re-
coup some PILT funds for other de-
partments. Now it looks like that 
will not happen without serious 
federal intervention.  The error ap-
pears to have been a clerical error 
in which someone at the State Au-
ditor’s office looked at the first page 
of the county’s application, but did 
not follow through with examining 
the rest of the request before for-
warding it on to the feds. 

 According to Department of 
Local Affairs representative, Jar-
rod Biggs, the county will likely 
re-coup the money, but it may take 
a year. Commissioners and county 
department heads that were pre-
sent for the conference call with 
Biggs were astounded by the news. 
All agreed to send letters to the 
Department of Interior asking for 
speedy action to correct the error.

Landfill closed
 This month’s Eye on the Coun-

ty, a monthly news report from the 
county commissioners, features 
bad news about our county landfill.  
“It is with both concern and regret 
that the Board of County Commis-
sioners reports that the Saguache 
County Landfill will be closed tem-
porarily on June 30, 2013.  The 
Colorado Department of Health 
and Environment (CDPHE) has set 
forth specific regulations regarding 
the placement of liners and clay on 
the bed of the landfill pit to protect 
the groundwater from contamina-
tion.  The approved pit we are using 
at present has reached full capacity 
and we, as of yet, do not have ap-
proval of our Construction Quality 
Assurance Plan, which is needed to 
build a new cell.  Over the last year 
we have been working closely with 
the State of Colorado and our engi-
neer to draft a plan that will meet 
the CDPHE requirements and is 
financially equitable for Saguache 
County.  For many years now the 
County Commissioners have been 
struggling to find a solution for the 

issues at our landfill.  
 “The County Commissioners 

have continued to operate the 
Landfill, even with a financial 
loss, because we believe it is 

an asset to the residents of 
our county, and because 

of concerns for illegal 
dumping on our pub-
lic lands.  Saguache 
County is fully com-
mitted to resolving this 

issue and we will be working dili-
gently to find a solution that is both 
economically feasible and serves 
our County.  We apologize for the 
inconvenience the closure will have 
on our commercial haulers and Sa-
guache County citizens.”

 Although Road and Bridge 
Supervisor Randal Arredondo has 
been working with state officials 
for many months, the CDPHE con-
tinues to place requirements on the 
landfill that would be more suit-
able for large metropolitan areas 
with a higher groundwater table 
and more rain, such as heavy dou-
ble liners and sump ponds. Such re-
quirements are neither necessary 
nor financially feasible for a small 
county landfill in a desert area. 
The board, which has so far left the 
matter in Arredondo’s hands, will 
try sending a letter to state officials 
themselves and see if they can get 
a more reasonable decision. In the 
meantime, they are exploring op-
tions such as transfer stations. Un-
til further notice, refuse will have 
to be hauled to the regional landfill 
by Monte Vista. Recycling items 
not picked up by the local recyclers 
must go to Alamosa or Salida.  

Tranquil Way
 After much deliberation and 

several presentations of evidence 
by local residents, especially Eric 
Karlstrom, the commission finally 
took action regarding the request to 
declare Tranquil Way a public road 
where it passes through private 
Baca Grande lot 4323. Although 
it shows as a through road on the 
most recent Baca Grande maps, it 
is not so indicated on Baca Grande 
maps prior to 2000, and appar-
ently no county maps twenty years 
or older yielded an official road in 
that location. The Greenway prop-
erty, as it is known, now has a gate 
across it, and keys have been given 
to the POA Fire Chief so the gate 
may be opened in an emergency. In 
a motion made by Commissioner 
Jason Anderson, the board unani-
mously voted that “There is not 
enough evidence to declare Tran-
quil Way a public road.”

Gunnison Sage Grouse
 Threatened and Endangered 

Species are becoming more com-
mon as development and climate 
change impact the habitat of once-
common plants and animals. The 
Gunnison Sage Grouse was once 
common in the sagebrush areas at 
higher elevations in Colorado and 
Utah.  A stretch of this territory is 
in northern Saguache County be-
low Poncha Pass and in the west-
ern area of the county. Much larger 
areas of Sage Grouse territory are 
in Gunnison and Montrose Coun-
ties. The species is a candidate for 
Fish and Wildlife Service listing as 
Threatened or Endangered. 

 In an effort to preserve the 
species and prevent its listing, 
many public agencies and ranch-
ers across a multi-county area have 
come together to develop a plan for 

its protection. Commissioner Linda 
Joseph, who has been attending 
most of the meetings related to the 
grouse, reports that the collabora-
tion that is taking place around 
protection of the species to keep it 
from being listed is unprecedented. 
This is particularly significant be-
cause the Greater Sage Grouse, 
which should be found on a much 
larger territory covering ten states, 
is likely to be a candidate for listing. 
A cooperative structure, such as 
has been developed among the local 
governments, public land agencies, 
and private land owners in Colora-
do, could make that process easier 
while maintaining a high degree of 
local control. The Gunnison Sage 
Grouse deadline for comment has 
been extended for six months.

Weeds
 The commissioners partici-

pated in a weed tour to observe the 
spread of noxious weeds around 
the county. According to Commis-
sioner Linda Joseph, the situation 
is much better than it was four 
years ago. However, there are still 
issues. In the Crestone/Baca area 
it is apparently primarily Cheat 
Grass. This grass, an annual, is 
present in all years, but appar-
ently is more abundant this year. 
It is primarily a concern because of 
its danger as a quick burning fuel 
for wildfire. The Road and Bridge 
Department has contracted with 
Center Soil Conservation District 
to spray herbicides on the county’s 
weeds. At press time, several peo-
ple have protested the spraying of 
herbicides in the Crestone/Baca 
area, and Randal Arredondo has 
expressed a willingness to work on 
alternative solutions to weed con-
trol in the area. However, it will be 
up to local citizens to remove the 
Cheat Grass before it becomes a 
fire hazard. Please look for Cheat 
Grass in your area and pull it and 
bag it. It is particularly prevalent 
along roadsides, but is not, report-
edly, a good candidate for mowing 
because the stems easily bend over 
without being cut.

Flood plain mapping
 The county’s lack of a Flood 

Plain Map has become a factor for 
some citizens who are hoping to fi-
nance or refinance homes. The com-
missioners discussed the situation 
with Saguache County Land Use 
Administrator Wendi Maez and 
Attorney Ben Gibbons. Although 
several counties do not have Flood 
Plain Maps, Maez has been work-
ing to bring Saguache County into 
compliance with the new Biggert-
Waters Act of 2012. 

 ‘The Biggert-Waters Flood 
Insurance Reform Act of 2012 
(BW-12) is a law passed by Con-
gress and signed by the President 
in 2012 that extends the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
for five years, while requiring sig-
nificant program reform. The law 

requires changes to all major com-
ponents of the program, including 
flood insurance, flood hazard map-
ping, grants, and the management 
of floodplains. Many of the changes 
are designed to make the NFIP 
more financially stable, and ensure 
that flood insurance rates more 
accurately reflect the real risk of 
flooding.” 

 Apparently, there is also a 
section that impacts financing 
for homes in counties without a 
Flood Plain Map. The only area of 
Saguache County that has been 
mapped is the area along Saguache 
Creek. While the Land Use Depart-
ment has completed 2 of the 3 steps 
to comply with the act, the mapping 
requirement is a problem, and will 
require an investment of county 
funds that will be especially diffi-
cult considering the 25% reduction 
in the General Fund mentioned 
earlier. Citizens concerned about 
this issue should call Wendi Maez 
at the Land Use office for more in-
formation.

Public health partnership
 As mentioned last month, Sa-

guache County Public Health was 
the recipient of a two-year project 
grant from the Robert Wood John-
son Foundation that is managed 
through the Center for Sharing 
Public Health Services. The center 
brings teams from around the coun-
try together for shared learning 
and discovery. The San Luis Valley 
was awarded $124,980 for the two-
year grant. Kimberly Bryant, Baca 
resident, has been selected to be 
the Project Coordinator. 

 “The project goal is to explore 
cross-jurisdictional public health 
sharing models to come up with a 
contract among the six counties in 
the valley that describes the pro-
cess and the considerations that 
have to be made before agreeing 
to share services and equipment.” 
This is an important step for val-
ley counties’ public health depart-
ments, which have operated in-
dependently for many years, but 
which are finding their budgets 
strained because of cutbacks at all 
levels of government. One area of 
concern is Environmental Health. 
There was a recent state mandate 
that counties provide Environmen-
tal Health services, but, as is often 
the case, the mandate was un-
funded.

 Part of the opportunity this 
grant provides will be opportuni-
ties to work with 15 other project 
recipients around the country, and 
get together with them to share 
experiences and ideas. For more 
information on this project, visit 
slvphp.weebly.com

 And finally, congratulations to 
Elvie Samora, Assistant Road Su-
pervisor, who received recognition 
for 35 years of service to Saguache 
County.

Saguache 
  County 
   News

in historic downtown Salida              135 F Street

a place to gather, to browse, to explore, 

to reach out, to find great literature and good reads

Dies Librorum
(Festival of Books)

Thursday, Aug. 1, 6:30 pm
Featured authors:

Frances Jenner, Prairie Journey
Tom Parkes, Central Colorado 

Alpine Lakes
Nancy Jurka, Journey On

Dave Barbour, The Gang of 20 & 6
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by Deputy Clerk 
Leanna Bradbury
Downtown development 

progress
Architect Burt Wadman and 

the Pedestrian Pathways Network 
Project Task Force have been meet-
ing weekly as Phase I designs are 
being drawn for the downtown 
streets considered most in need of 
improvements. Silver Avenue from 
Little Pearl Park to the Post Of-
fice and Alder Street from Galena 
Avenue south to the Crestone Fire 
Station are being planned for im-
proved pedestrian walkways, park-
ing, landscaping, park improve-
ments, and other amenities. The 
plans are due to be completed in 
early August for submission with 
fall grant applications.

Two new organizational 
ordinances 

Last month the town trustees 
adopted two major organizational 
documents. Ordinance 2013-003 
adopted a personnel manual and 

organizational chart for the munic-
ipal government and its staff. Ordi-
nance 2013-007 adopted a bidding 
and purchasing policy which con-
solidates previous policies and adds 
a 3% local preference provision. For 
example, if equally complete pro-
posals are received from a respon-
sible Saguache County business 
for $103,000 and from some other 
responsible business for $100,000, 
the local business would be award-
ed the contract. The subsequent in-
crease in local employment and lo-
cal shopping would have a greater 
benefit to the community than the 
extra 3% spent.

Finance charges on late 
youth work force invoices

The town’s fee schedule is up-
dated periodically to adjust charg-
es for services provided to individu-
als because taxpayer revenue is 
only used for general benefit items 
such as public buildings, streets, 
and parks. The latest fee schedule 
adopted in June through Resolu-

tion 006-2013 included a 1.5% per 
month finance charge on overdue 
General Fund invoices to reduce 
the number of Youth Work Force 
invoices being paid late. 

The Youth Work Force has 
been a tremendous success, both 
to provide youth aged 14-24 with 
income and work experience, and 
to provide area residents with tem-
porary help for property mainte-
nance, moving, painting, computer 
set up, dog-walking, house clean-
ing, wood stacking, and many oth-
er projects. 

Area residents may hire youth 
through Youth Programs Coordina-
tor Lisa Bodey, 480-5925, and have 
30 days to pay the town for youth 
wages and a 10% fee for adminis-
tration and workers’ compensation 
insurance. Meanwhile the town 
pays the workers within two weeks, 
and on several occasions has been 
thousands of dollars ahead of pay-
ments by those who received the 
services. Hopefully the new finance 
charge will give Youth Work Force 
customers more incentive to reim-
burse the town promptly. 

What about that project you 
don’t have the time or energy to 
do? Hire our young community 
members. They have personal pro-
tection gear and some tools. Wages 
range from $8 to $12 per hour de-
pending on skill and difficulty.

Planning commission 
meeting time changed

After two very long monthly 
town planning commission meet-
ings and with a lot more work 
ahead, the Commissioners have 
agreed to change their regular 
meeting time to 6 pm the first Mon-
day of the month. They will also 
hold additional work sessions, and 
are currently working on updat-
ing the town’s 2009 zoning regula-
tions on topics such as parking re-
quirements and accessory dwelling 
units. 

Comment period 
happening for oil 
& gas drilling 
exploratory well

San Francisco Creek #1 
APD

The BLM San Luis Valley 
Field Office is posting the draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) 
for a 30-day public review of the 
San Francisco Creek #1 Applica-
tion for Permit to Drill (APD). As 
part of this process, the BLM is 
seeking public comments to the 
alternatives and analysis provid-
ed in the EA.   It may be found at 
http://on.doi.gov/15lbAoX.

The APD is for a proposed 
exploratory oil and gas well that 
would be drilled on land owned 
by the Dan A. Hughes Company, 
approximately five miles south 
of Del Norte. The federal min-
eral rights below the private 
land were leased from the BLM 
in 2006. 

Comments must be re-
ceived by July 18, 2013, and may 
be mailed to the San Luis Valley 
Public Lands Center, Attention 
Paul Tigan, 1803 W. Highway 
160, Monte Vista, CO 81144; 
or submitted electronically to 
BLM_CO_SLVPLC_Comments@
blm.gov.  

For more information call 
Paul Tigan at 719-852-6274.  
Baca resident Chris Canaly, di-
rector of the SLV Ecosystem 
Council, says the council  will be 
challenging the EA because the 
complex hydrology in the pro-
posed well area  should require 
a full Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS). She encour-
ages valley residents to respond 
to the EA well before the July 18 
deadline. 

Ten youths from the Southwest Conservation Youth Corps (SCYC), age 14 to 17, pro-
vided mitigation assistance in Crestone, clearing highly flammable tumbleweeds from 
the road leading to the Crestone Charter School. All youth live in Saguache County, and 
this program assists them in acquiring introductory work experience. Weekly educational 
components are included in the program. SCYC contracts with governmental agencies 
in order to provide a diverse range of work opportunities for the youth.

 * Bead * Store *

Pine Junction, CO on 285

Great selection of 
beads, jewelry, stones 

and crystals
Stop in on your way 
to the Front Range!

Open 12-7 every day

Booths and music will be happening in Crestone for the all-day 4th of July Celebration.  
The parade starts at noon—create a float, dress up and come! This year’s theme is “The 
Lone Ranger & Tonto Ride Again”.  For schedule and information on the day’s events, 
please see the front page of our “Summer Fun” special section.






























“The summer night is like a  
perfection of thought.” 

 —Wallace Stevens
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by Earl W. Sutherland
A poorly advertised meeting 

occurred at the Baca Grande Prop-
erty Owners Association (POA) fa-
cility on June 21 from 4-6:40pm. 
Fewer than a dozen community 
members attended, despite an 
email blast from the POA announc-
ing a “Dispute Resolution Hear-
ing”. What dispute? The dispute 
turns out to be related to the law-
suit complaining about the POA 
board election of November, 2012, 
filed by Janie Thomas, Bruce Mc-
Donald, Nigel Fuller, and Diane 
Dunlap, and recently dismissed by 
the judge. The dismissal was based 
narrowly on the criterion that such 
complaints must first undergo a 
hearing before the Board of Direc-
tors of the POA. Thus, for the plain-
tiffs to proceed with their lawsuit, 
they were obliged to attend this 
hearing. It was early stated by Ms. 
Dunlap that the group intended to 
proceed with the lawsuit.

  The meeting was chaired by 
professional parliamentarian Mar-
yAnne Tebedo, a former Republican 
senator from Colorado Springs. No 
problems arose from the parliamen-
tary procedural point of view due 
in part to her firm leadership. Her 
presence was objected to by Ms. 
Dunlap, but that issue was not fur-
ther elaborated. Also, the presence 
of Bill Short, an attorney for the 
POA’s insurance company, seemed 
to be objected to by Mr. Fuller, but 
again, was not elaborated upon.

  The meeting was not meant 
to be a mediation, but there was 
supposed to be “a good faith ef-
fort to explain the grievance to the 
board and resolve the dispute in an 
amicable fashion” (POA Resolution, 
12/10/2008). Failing that resolution, 
and short of formal legal proceed-
ings, the parties could undergo an-
other negotiation process (seeming-
ly much like what has happened) or 
submit to mediation. It was unclear 
at the meeting’s end if either of 
those routes would be pursued.

  The substance of the “plain-
tiffs’” (a legal term perhaps inadvis-

ably but conveniently used since 
the Complaint has been dismissed) 
argument is that the POA election 
of November, 2012, was carried out 
illegally by the defendants (Wil-
liam Folk, Russell Schreiber, and 
Treat Suomi). Therefore, the direc-
tors chosen in that election (Russell 
Schreiber, Matie Belle Lakish, and 
Diana Moats) should be removed 
and that all decisions made by that 
illegally constituted board be void-
ed. Generally, it was argued in re-
sponse, that various experts agreed 
that the election was conducted 
non-fraudulently, albeit in an awk-
ward fashion needing improvement. 
The board (or at least some major 
component of it, since no votes were 
taken) assured those bringing the 
suit that the next election would be 
done better. Director Suomi noted 
that it would be extremely difficult 
to abrogate the board’s administra-
tive work. The only hint of compro-
mise, suggested by Bruce McDonald 
and Director Suomi, was to have 
the two recently disputed director’s 
positions (Schreiber and Lakish) 
put up for vote at the fall 2013, elec-
tion, as well as the two whose terms 
are expiring (Suomi and Moats); Di-
rector Garnett’s term does not yet 
expire. This proposal would imply 
that the two were illegally elected 
since putting their seats to a vote 
would not conform with the bylaws. 
However, Ms. Dunlap insisted that 
Directors Schreiber and Lakish not 
only give up their seats but that all 
significant business that has been 
voted on by the board since Janu-
ary should be annulled. Director 
Suomi emphasized that the point of 
the hearing was to find a common 
ground to enable the association to 
move forward on this issue (not just 
a pro forma enablement of a law-
suit).

Quite a few other points of 
contention were brought out, not all 
of which resided in the actual law-
suit. The resolution of these issues 
will most likely involve more law-
yers and a courtroom. Overall, this 
was an optimism-free event.

POA holds dispute resolution hearing

Judge throws out Center recall 
vote, orders a new election

by Lisa Cyriacks
Saguache County District 

Court Judge ruled June 7 that 
the March 19 Town of Center re-
call election was void ab initio for 
violating absentee voters’ constitu-
tional right to a secret ballot. (Void 
ab initio means to be treated as in-
valid from the outset.)

Gonzales also ordered the 
town of Center to conduct a recall 
election that conforms to the re-
quirements from applicable Colo-
rado statutes within 30 to 90 days.

Gonzales acknowledged that 
testimony by handwriting analysis 
expert, Joe Fanciulli, did support 
the court’s finding that 32 voters’s 
signatures either did not match 
voter registration records or signa-
tures in the Statewide SCORE da-
tabase. That finding, however, was 
not sufficient evidence to support 
the claims of fraud, undue influence 
or intentional wrongdoing.

The court’s ruling instead re-
lied on a 1964 Colorado Supreme 
Court case upholding that “the se-
crecy of the ballot is guaranteed the 
citizen”. In this circumstance, the 
stubs enumerating the ballots were 
not removed prior to the counting 
process allowing for the possibil-
ity  that the numbers on the ballots 
could be matched to the numbers 
recorded in the polling place lists.

In Gonazles’ written opinion: 
If any absentee ballots are “num-

bered in such a manner that the 
vote of any person thereafter may 
be determined by comparison with 
the number on the ballot and the 
poll registration book is contrary 
to the state of Colorado’s constitu-
tional and statutory guarantee of a 
secret ballot and therefore, void ab 
initio.”  (Taylor v. Pile)

The initial complaint was 
filed by newly-reinstated Trustee, 
Moe Jones, and the Citizens Center 
against the Christian Samora, the 
Town Clerk, the Town of Center 
and the Herman Sisneros, Ed Gar-
cia, and Geraldine Martinez as De-
fendants-Contestees. 

An appeal to the Colorado Su-
preme Court has been filed by the 
Defendants-Contestees  to review 
the June 7 judgment of the District 
Court. The relief being sought is a 
reversal of the decision made by 
Gonzales. A decision on whether 
or not the Colorado Supreme Court 
will review the case and assume 
jurisdiction over the case is still 
pending.

As part of the order, the board 
as constituted on March 18 was re-
instated as the governing board un-
til completion of the Election Recall 
process.

The Order for Stay of Proceed-
ings (regarding pending litigation 
against the town) issued April 26, 
2013 is extended also until the com-
pletion of the Election Recall process.

In May, members of the Baca Friends group for the Baca National Wildlife Refuge and 
three interns helped the Assistent Refuge Manager Corinna Hanson set about 200 tree 
stems. The area was a fenced-off wetland, which was very damaged by the many elk 
browsing there over years. Bill Sutherland, Dave and Alica Miller and Peter Schlegel from 
the friends’ group dug holes and set the stems with the support of the rest of the crew. 
Three kinds of trees were chosen:  red osiar dogwood, coyote willow and narrow leaf 
cottonwood. Since the fencing will discourage the elk from browsing here, we hope the 
riparian area has a good chance to revitalize itself. And on a biological monitoring tour in 
mid-June many of the stems showed new growth already.

Every Day Is An Adventure
At The

Crestone Community Building

Questions?
Call Patte Smith 256-4712

 Crestone Adventure
Day Camp
Brought To You By:

CYP (Crestone Youth Plaza) & 
Saguache County Commissioners with 

The Town of Crestone, 
YES (Your Empowerment Solutions), 

Parents, 
and Community Donors

July 8th – 25th                                                     
Mon – Thurs 10am-4pm                                 

Your Community Needs You!
The Baca Grande POA Board will have two (2) Board of  

Directors positions open at the next election and is seeking 
interested members in good standing to run for these positions.

Also, the Baca Grande POA is seeking Members in Good 
Standing to serve as volunteers on the Nominating Committee. 

The Nominating Committee members serve for a three-year 
term in which they assist with the preparation of  a slate of
eligible persons for nomination to fill the open seats on the 

Board of  Directors.

This is a great opportunity in 2013 to join, serve and make a 
positive impact on your Community!

Please call the POA office ASAP to let us know of
your interest in volunteering.

719-256-4171
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We often experience extreme fire danger in Cres-
tone throughout the warmer months of the year. Once 
a large area is on fire, it is difficult to stop. Fire depart-
ment efforts to contain the fire would change to focus-
ing on the safe evacuation of the community. Heavy 
smoke and falling embers may force you to another lo-
cation. Smoke may reduce your visibility so that road 
signs and landmarks are not visible. These are signs 
that the fire may be moving toward you. Continually 
reassess your situation for safety.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
When the Sheriff orders an evacuation the pri-

mary method of notifying residents to evacuate is to 
send an automated message to your telephone. If you 
have moved with your phone number, or if you have a 
new phone numbers in the last few years please con-
tact our dispatch center to make sure your emergency 
contact information is correct. Don’t tie up phone lines 
if you receive this call. 

To register for Code Red go to www.slve911.org – 
you can register your cell phone and request text mes-
sages too! If your phone has a ring tone (“please enjoy 
the music while we connect your call”) you will NOT 
receive an emergency call! You may also be notified by 
public address system or radio on KRZA 88.7 & 98.7 
FM, and KSLV 1240 AM.

Have a phone on hand which is not electrically 
dependent if the power goes out. If cell phone service 
is interrupted, you may still be able to send a text 
message. 

ESCAPE ROUTES 
An escape route is a preplanned route to reach a 

fire-safe zone. Plan several escape routes out of your 
neighborhood in case of heavy smoke, blocked routes 
or nighttime evacuation. Visitors—know your way 
OUT at all times as landmarks may become invisible 
in heavy smoke or darkness. 

• Select the closest, most direct route
• Watch for blocked roads and debris, and con-

fused wildlife and humans
• Avoid an uphill escape—head downhill if you 

don’t know where else to go
• Continuously reassess the situation for safety
• Pay attention to additional instructions from 

emergency personnel
• It may be safest to stay where you are but DO 

evacuate when you are told to do so!
EVACUATION DESTINATIONS
When you evacuate go directly to the Moffat 

School, our emergency shelter. Be sure to check in at 
the Moffat School even if you plan on going somewhere 
else. We may need to locate you and your family.

Baca Grande Residents: If it is safe to do so 
exit to County Road T, toward Highway 17 by going 
north on Camino Baca Grande. It may be safer to 
move to the Grants/ prairie area where fire will prob-
ably pass through more quickly and with less inten-
sity. If you are unable to evacuate and if safety allows 
consider going to an area that has already burned 
completely and has had time to cool down. If possible 
we will look for stranded people at the southwest end 
of Camino Real aka “Two-Trees Road”. (Near Camino 
del Rey)

Alternate Route: In the event that exit by Cami-
no Baca Grande is blocked there an alternate evacua-
tion route off of the north end of Wagon Wheel Road.  
If safety allows, go south on Badger Road and then go 
right onto Wagon Wheel at the stop sign. Go less than 
a quarter mile and turn right onto Spanish Creek 
Trail. Cross the creek and go about two miles to exit 
onto Road T. Turn left on Road T and head to Moffat.

Crestone Residents: Exit to Road T if possible; 
if not, head west then north on Galena Street and turn 
left at the cemetery entrance. At the first “Y” turn left. 
Keep going and then left onto 66T. Then right onto T.

BE PREPARED TO RESPOND
Hard of hearing and less-mobile residents should 

make advance arrangements with family or neigh-
bors for assistance. Also register with the State Patrol 
(589-5807) and advise them of health/mobility issues.  

PREPARE IN ADVANCE
Gather these items in advance and store some 

in your car. Make an evacuation checklist for your 
household and put it on your refrigerator so you can 
find it when you need it. You may have very little time 
to get out safely.

• Medications, medical instructions, Eye glass-
es and prescriptions

• A copy of your family communication plan 
www.ready.gov

• Identification
• Cash, credit cards, checkbook
• Extra keys
• Elderly, Infant and children’s supplies and ac-

tivities
• Homeowner’s and health insurance papers 

and other important documents
• Computer data back-ups, and printouts of 

contact telephone numbers
• Precious photos and other special items
• Family contact phone numbers and address 

books
• Blankets, pads, bedding and pillows
• A full change of clothes including hat, rainge-

ar and shoes
• Flashlights, portable weather radio, extra 

batteries
• Hats scarf, mittens, umbrella in case you are 

stuck outside for a long time in the cold
• Personal hygiene items
• Have pet carriers, pet food, leashes and medi-

cine ready. Each pet should be vaccinated and have a 
name tag with your name on it. 

• Have a plan to move your large animals to 
safety

• Carry recent pictures of your family and pets 
with you. 

IF YOU CHOOSE NOT TO GO TO A SHEL-
TER ALSO PACK THESE THINGS

Three days of food and water (1 gallon per person 
per day) 

• Cooking supplies and camp stove
• Portable water filter
• Shovel & sanitation supplies 
•Fire Extinguishers 
• Sleeping bags, pillows, tents and tarps 
• Camping gear, rain gear  
• First Aid kit
RIGHT BEFORE YOU EVACUATE
• Gather family members and restrain pets, 

take them all with you!
• Close all doors and windows—even inside 

ones.
• Connect hoses outside but leave the water 

OFF.
• Leave ladders out where they can be found by 

firefighters.
• Disconnect automatic garage door openers 

leaving access for fire fighters.
• Outside: Bring yard furniture and accessories 

inside—these can ignite, blow against your home and 
burn it down.

• Inside: Move flammable furniture away from 
windows. Take down light curtains.

• Use a dry cloth over nose & mouth to reduce 
smoke inhalation.  If you are close to the heat, a wet 
cloth will steam and burn your lungs.  

• Wear all cotton or leather clothing, hats and 
heavy boots or shoes.  Carry leather gloves.

• Shut off the propane at the tank and turn off 
pilot lights and gas to piloted appliances.

• Leave lights and electricity ON.
• Leave a note indicating where you are going 

and a phone number.
• Put a big tape X on your front door when you 

leave—take your pets with you.
• Tune your radio to KRZA 88.7 & 98.7 FM, or 

KSLV 1240 AM.
• Continually reassess your situation for safety 

until you reach your destination.
• Listen for additional instructions from emer-

gency personnel.
Check in at Moffat School whether or not you are 

staying there! 
An area-wide emergency is your opportunity to 

be part of the solution instead of becoming part of the 
problem. Please do your part to prepare for an emer-
gency evacuation so everyone can get out safely. 

In case of an emergency, information when avail-
able will be posted on The Crestone Eagle website 
www.crestoneeagle.com and the Saguache County 
website www.saguachecounty.net.  Good fire informa-
tion websites are the Colorado Office of Emergency 
Management at www.coemergency.com,  www.inci-
web.org. 

Make sure the 
emergency 
notification  
system has your 
correct info

From your home on your 
primary telephone, call 589-
5807 and ask the dispatcher if 
they have time to do a test of the 
E911 system. If they aren’t too 
busy, they will have you hang up 
and then dial 911. When the dis-
patcher answers the phone they 
will be able to see your address 
that you are calling from and 
make certain you are entered 
into the system correctly. If it is 
not correct, they will be able to 
make the changes right then.

The San Luis Valley Dis-
patch Center has changed back 
to CodeRed as the Emergency 
Notification Vendor. From the 
San Luis Valley E911 website 
you will be able to set up your 
preference of how you would like 
to be notified in the event of an 
emergency. This could be the ap-
proach of a fire, a weather alert, 
or a man-made event. You can 
pick voice call, email, text mes-
sage, and others in any combina-
tion. If you need help call 719-
587-6712 and leave a message 
for Pam Stewart and she will 
help you get registered.

The E911 website is: www.
slve911.org

Thank you for taking the 
time to check the system!

EVACUATION Tips for Crestone & Baca Grande Residents

Call Anna Louise Stewart

7 1 9 . 2 5 6 . 5 3 2 4
annalouise55@gmail.com

• Ionized  • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!

only
$199.00

(+tax)

Water from the 
Heart of Nature

What can you do to 
help protect your 
property from fire 
danger plus make the 
firefighter’s job easier 
& safer?  
Read the fire depart-
ment’s Smoke Column 
on page B-5 for valu-
able information.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.slve911.org
http://www.ready.gov
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.saguachecounty.net
http://www.coemergency.com
http://www.inci-web.org
http://www.inci-web.org
http://www.inci-web.org
http://www.slve911.org
http://www.slve911.org
mailto:annalouise55@gmail.com
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High fire danger—open fire ban 
in effect in Saguache County

The Saguache County Commissioners and Sheriff Mike Norris de-
clared an open fire ban ordinance for Saguache County, effective June 19.

The following activities are hereby deemed to be “open fires” for the 
purposes of this ordinance and are subject to the ban:

A. Building, maintaining, attending or using an open fire to burn 
trash, debris, fence rows, or vegetation, any campfire, warming fire, or 
charcoal grill

B. Lighting of fireworks/explosives of any kind.
C. Disposing of any burning material or material hot enough to cause 

the ignition of weeds or grass, such as cigarette or cigar butts or hot coals, 
except in a fireproof receptacle designated for such disposal.

D. Smoking, except in an enclosed vehicle or building, a developed 
recreation site, or while stopped in an area at least 3 feet in diameter that 
is barren or cleared of all flammable materials.

E. Welding or operating acetylene or other torch with open flame ex-
cept in cleared area of at least 10 feet in diameter and in possession of a 
chemical pressurized fire extinguisher with a minimum rating of 1A kept 
with the operator, and one round point shovel readily available for use.

F.  Operating a chainsaw without a USDA or SAE approved spark ar-
restor installed and in effective working order, a chemical fire extinguisher 
kept with the operator, and a round point shovel.                           

(2)   The following person(s) and acts shall be exempted from the 
provisions of this  Ordinance:

A.  Persons with a valid permit or authorization from the Saguache 
County Sheriff that specifically authorizes the otherwise prohibited act.

B.  Any federal, state, or local officer or member of an organized res-
cue or firefighting force, in the performance of an official duty.

C.  Any fires contained within a liquid fuel or gas stove, fireplaces 
within buildings, or propane grill fires. 

D.  Campfires or bonfires required on religious ceremonies, for which 
a valid written permit/authorization has been granted in advance by the 
Saguache County Sheriff.

E.  Fires in an established fire grate in a developed Forest Service/
BLM campground (this allowance is so that the County will be consistent 
with the Forest Service/BLM Stage 1 fire restrictions).

F.  Persons using a portable fire pit with an approved screen are ex-
empt Prohibition #1.

Smoke cloud from the West Fork Fire billows out across the San Luis Valley, covering 
Moffat and heading for Crestone. The sunsets were red and violet with an orange full 
moon.                    photo by Roy Gould

West Fork fire as seen from near Del Norte on June 20.  Evacuations were ordered for 
the town of South Fork, and Highway 160 over Wolf Creek Pass was closed.         
                          photo by Michael Blakeman, Public Affairs Specialist SLV Public Lands Center

Smoke covered the Sangre de Cristos for days as air quality alerts were issued.  Ash fell 
from the clouds, covering every surface.  Some people reported seeing ash in the shape 
of pine needles.  People were encouraged to stay inside and close home windows.  The 
smoke was so thick that at times you could see bluish smoke clouds drifting around the 
neighborhoods and the smell was close and acrid. 
                                     photo by Kelly Hart taken from Casita Park around sunset on June 20.

The Ox Cart Fire, located along the Sangre de Cristo Mtns. north of Villa Grove and 
southeast of Poncha Pass, was started by lightning on June 6.  Fire growth was small 
and allowed to burn in the forest wilderness area while being closely monitored.  It 
started to grow around June 24 when winds whipped it up.  That’s when fire suppres-
sion began, using hot shot crews, fire engines and helicopters.  With the exception of 
one spot fire, everything is still within the Ox Cart Fire planning area. Full suppression 
efforts will be put in place against the spot fire.     
                                                              photo by Jacob Connors, Rio Grande National Forest

Fires
continued from page 1

originally in steep terrain in 
a wilderness area, it was allowed 
to burn per forest service manage-
ment plan, and grew slowly. But, 
it too took off with persistent hot, 
dry and windy weather.  When it 
began spreading to the north, and 
spot fires started on the east side 
of the range, forest officials decided 
to contain the fire. Hot shot and 
hand crews plus helicopters have 
been called in to fight the fire.  It is 
clearly visible from Highway 285. 

Two other fires in Saguache 
County were reported on June 20.  
The Trickle Fire, 14 miles north-

west of the town of Saguache, was 
started by lightning; and the Sheep 
Creek Fire, 20 miles northwest 
of Saguache in the Rio Grande 
National Forest (cause undeter-
mined). Both of these fires were 
quickly contained. As of June 23 
the Trickle Fire burned 277 acres 
and Sheep Creek 21 acres.

A fire ban has been declared 
for Saguache County and the Na-
tional Forest and all public lands.  
See accompanying article.

For updated fire information 
visit www.inciweb.org, or Colorado 
Office of Emergency Management 
at www.coemergency.com.  The Cre-
stone Eagle posts current regional 
fire reports on its website, www.
crestoneeagle.com

As You Go About Your Day, Please Remember . . .

Support 

Crestone Youth Plaza

By Shopping At The

CYP THRIFT STORE
On the corner of Alder & Galena

(719) 256-5500

The Ripples You Create Today

 Bring About the Changes for Tomorrow

342 Santa Fe Ave.   •   Alamosa, CO 81101   •   (719) 589-9228
Fax: (719) 589-0319   •   info@oandvprinting.com   •   www.oandvprinting.com

http://www.inciweb.org
http://www.coemergency.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@oandvprinting.com
http://www.oandvprinting.com
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The 15th Annual Crestone 
Music Festival will be held August 
2, 3, & 4.  The festival is a three-day, 
two-stage event held at Challenger 
Golf Club in Crestone Colorado. It 
features over 25 multi-genre, mul-
ti-cultural acts. We have camping, 
a kid’s zone, contests, arts & crafts, 
a raffle, gourmet cuisine and Colo-
rado libations. Please see other 

articles in this month’s Eagle for 
more information on our vendors, 
the raffle and kids’ activities. 

Advance ticket prices for this 
year are: Adults $25 for Friday, 
$35 for Saturday and $25 for Sun-
day. Senior prices are: $15 for Fri-
day, $20 for Saturday and $15 for 
Sunday. Teens ages 12 through 18 
are $10 a day and kids under 12 
are free.  Advance weekend pass 
discounts are: $70 for adults, $45 

for seniors and 
$25 for teens. 
Camping is one 
price, $20 per 
person, which 
covers 1 to 4 
nights. 

Friday’s 
headliner is the 
eclectic Haunt-
ed Windchimes.  
These three 
guys and two 
gals appeared 
on Prairie 
Home Compan-
ion and feature 
amazing hon-
eyed harmonies 
and spirited 
pickin’. Opening 
for the Haunted 
Windchimes is 
Rebecca Fra-
zier and Hit & Run Bluegrass. They 
are past winners of the “Best New 
Band” contests at both the Telluride 
Bluegrass Festival and Rocky Grass 
and Rebecca has won numerous flat 
pickin’ guitar contests!

Saturday features our first 
ever repeat headliner Tab Benoit.  
Tab is a traditionalist and an inno-
vator at the same time. He grafts 
elements of blues, rock and soul to 
the indigenous sounds of the Loui-
siana bayou.  

Our Sunday night headliner 
is the “Hendrix of the Sahara,” 
Vieux Farka Toure. Vieux gives 
new versions of the West African 
music that is echoed in the Ameri-
can blues while adding elements of 
rock, Latin music and other Afri-
can influences.  

Regional acts include: Atomga 
(Afro Beat), Shel (original song-
birds), Logo Ligi (Ghana Drum & 
Dance), Chimney Choir (eclectic 

folk), Futaba (funk), Nokuthula 
(Zimbabwe marimbas), Savor (Cu-
ban), Sweet Radish (folk grass), 
Crestone Kaminari Taiko (Japa-
nese Taiko Drums), Red Bandana 
(teen indie rock) and Sandy Wells 
(country rock). Local artists in-
clude: Nikki Z, Plan Be, Therapy 
Cats, Conscious Vibe, Meadowlark 
Quintet, River Bottom Blues Band, 
CB Jazz, Zumba, Strange Lights, 
All Y’All and the Sacred Arts Club. 
Somehow we left out local favorite, 
2 Weeks in Fiji, in the June Eagle. 
Better late than on-time with this 
ensemble of friends who have been 
playing music together for a pile 
of years! Eli Dokson (guitar), Dale 
Smith (cajon) and Mike Noonan 
(double bass) have unplugged and 
are wandering over to the acoustic 
side of the tracks this year, playing 
a repertoire of originals and their 
unique take on special favorites.

It’s easy & secure to order 
tickets on line at 
www.crestfest.org or 
by phone at 719-256-
4533. 

Crestone Per-
formances Inc. is a 
501(c)3 non-profit 
community service 
organization that 
annually produces 
the Crestone Music 
Festival subsidizes 
and produces cul-
tural and education-
al presentations in 
San Luis Valley area 
schools and provides 
free consulting and 
technical assistance 
to other community 
endeavors.

Fun & games in the Kids’ Zone!
The Crestone Music Festival is family-friendly with lots of great 

activities planned for kids of all ages!  Start your day off with yoga!  Eve-
ryone can benefit from a morning movement and stretch class offered by 

Chris Sartain! Carolina Sartain 
will offer a special yoga workshop 
during the day geared towards lit-
tle ones. Both Chris & Carolina 
are certified yoga instructors. 

During the day, the Salida 
Circus returns with parades, stilt 
walkers, acrobatics & costumes.  
This is a people circus so there 
will be no monkeys on your back, 
but, there will be plenty of fun 
and laughs.  Two kids workshops 

are planned for Saturday & Sunday afternoons so your little performer 
can learn real circus arts!  The 
Kids’ Zone will see the return of 
Rosario with “We are the drum” 
with drumming workshops for all 
ages.  New this year we have Al-
lison Wonderland who will be our 
Family Tent Coordinator and sto-
ryteller! Allison will be providing 
lots of opportunities for fun with 
“Wiggles & Giggles” a guided time 
of songs, games and activities that 
invite the kids to move and laugh, 
A “Pied Piper Parade”, and a “Story Telling Circle.”   

There will be a “resting and nesting” area for families to relax in 
the shade and possibly take a quiet moment alone or even a little nap!  
There is no fee for workshops sponsored by CMF in the Family Tent.

The Euro Bungee jump machine will be back as well as Hoola-
hoops, beach balls 
and bubbles. We will 
still have our tra-
ditional men’s and 
women’s wood chop-
ping contests and 
limbo and pie-eating 
contests. Our Fam-
ily Tent is located on 
the west end of the 
festival.  The sched-
ule of activities will 
be posted on the tent 
and in the program. 
Have fun!

15th 

annual

 Vieux Farka Touré will be the Sunday evening headliner, 
bringing acclaimed West African music to Crestone.

The Haunted Wind Chimes on Prairie Home Companion.  They are the festival’s 
Friday night headliners.

 Tab Benoit, Crestone Music Festival’s 2013 Saturday night head-
liner.  He puts on a great show!

August 2, 3 & 4

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestfest.org
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Vendors: Exciting new & returning favorites!
Vendors at this year’s festival 

are sure to add fun, sparkle and a 
great shopping experience to our 
event!

The Crestone Music Festival 
has long been a show case for local 
artists, crafts persons, healers, mas-
sage therapists, chefs, organizations 

and non-profits.  We are an incred-
ibly creative and versatile commu-
nity and it shows at this premier 
event.  Here’s an overview of what to 
expect this year:

We’ve been told that we have 
the best festival food found any-
where.  Your favorites will return 
with OFIA serving salads, soup & 
quesadillas, Peace of Art Café with 
crab salad and seafood gazpacho, 
Cho Ku Rei with incredible organic 
salads and yak burgers, A La Carte 
(affectionately known as “The Crepe 
Ladies”), Yia Yia’s  Gyros, Nath’s 
Cambodian Cuisine, Atalanta with 
roasted corn, Totally Nuts with ket-
tle-roasted almonds, Smoothie Revo-

lution with coffee and smoothies, 
new this year, and The Fudge Lady!  
We’ll also have Colorado libations: 
micro brews from SKA Brewery in 
Durango, local wine from The Abbey 
at Holy Cross in Canon City, and mo-
jitos!

You can visit and learn about 
what’s happening in the area from 
Aventa Credit Union, Orient Land 
Trust, KRZA, the Go To Guide, and 
Friends of the Library.  If you need to 
spruce up your wardrobe check out 
Dancing Rainbows Tie-Dye, Kupu 
Kupu, Cameleons and Autumn Ten-
eyl Designs!  Add a little sparkle 
with returning jewelers: Dancing 
Elk Design, Michael Divine, Melin-
da Meyers, Meridane Design and 
please welcome Anne Tindell with 
her designs in copper & silver.  Don’t 
walk away without a handmade pair 
of boots or sandals from Windwalker 
Moccasins.  Geneva Hollyer and Ara 
Melinda will have baby clothes, jew-
elry & sunhats. DanCin Nichols will 
return with their unique boutique 
gifts, fashions & accessories along 
with natural skin care.

We will have a wide array of 
Fine Arts & Crafts this year: Estela 
Carmona will be showing her fine art 
reproduction posters & t-shirts, Ju-
dith Page with original watercolors, 
Alan Yarmark with Pottery, Nancy 
Onizuka with leatherwork, Alex Col-
ville with hand turned wooden ves-
sels, Mana Stone Music with metal 
drums, Front Porch Guitars with 
cigar box instruments, Mae Green 
& Winter Ross with small artworks 
and cards, Spin & Burn with pottery, 
yarn and lamp turned glass beads.  
Craft Adventure will be here with re-
sale fair-trade beads for you to make 
your own creations.  Crestone Crea-
tive Council will once again have a 

booth representing the fine art and 
crafts of Crestone’s young people!  
As if that wasn’t enough . . . for your 
own personal canvas we have Mad-
am Monarch with face painting and 
henna body art.

Other vendors with resale 
items will include: Dean Combs with 
African & Ethnographic antiques & 
crafts, NuEssence with handcrafted 
incense, Rosario with drums, Ghost 
Horse Gift Gallery with gems & crys-
tals, Scentsy Products with candles, 
Wonder Bob with crystals & spiritu-
al healing items.  Bringing you items 
from the bazaars around the world 
are:  Anne Marie Coughlin with A 
Wander out Yonder, Jennifer Gurd 
with her Asian Bazaar and Joshua 
Goldman with Vibrational Medicine.  

It wouldn’t be a Crestone event 

without our Health and Healing 
Area!  This year we will host: Shumei 
giving Joyrei sessions, Ergo Massage 
with table & chair massage; Dr. Julie 
Addante with soft tissue massage; 
John Walpole, reflexologist; Grace 
Woods with facials, reflexology and 
spirit mapping; Sharon Chaney with 
physic readings; Mae Green with art 
therapy sessions; Winter Ross with 
guided spirit drawings; Chris Long 
with palmistry; and Windhorse Bo-
tanicals with their essential oils & 
Stardrop Journeys.  

Many returning favorites with 
a splash of the new and exciting; this 
year is gearing up to be the best yet!  
A festival ticket is required to enter 
the festival grounds and shop at the 
vendor booths. For more informa-
tion, check www.crestfest.org or call 
719-256-4533

Very cool raffle!
The raffle is back with five spectacular prizes! 
Our Grand Prize this year has been donated by five nationally known, 

award-winning Crestone artists: Ceramic artist Lynn Drake has donated a 
new piece from her “From the Earth” collection, Ron Dessain a photograph 
of  “Crestone Rainbow”, Estela Carmona has given a giclée print of “Offer-
ing for Life”, Karl Grose has donated three lathe-turned candlesticks from 
local juniper, and glass artist Robin Rosenberg has given a 20” kiln-fired art 
glass platter.  The five pieces of fine 
art value at over $2,000!  

Second Prize is worth $900 and 
is a brand new Martin 000X1AE 
acoustic electric guitar! It comes with 
a hard shell case, Fishman active 
electronics and a full warranty. Being 
signed by Tab Benoit and Vieux Farka 
Toure will make it one-of-a-kind! 

Third Prize is a multiple Colo-
rado Hot Springs package worth over 
$800. It includes two nights for two at 
Orient Land Trust, an overnight at 
Joyful Journey Hot Springs, a $300 
credit at Hooper Pool which you can 
turn into any type of pass or passes 
you want, twelve day passes to Orvis Hot Springs and four day passes to 
Salida Hot Springs. 

Forth prize is a $500 credit at Kristi Mountain Sports in Alamosa for 
any sports equipment like a mountain bike, ski or snowboard equipment, 
climbing gear or sportswear. 

Fifth prize is a collection of arts & crafts from our festival vendors. The 
exact value is unpredictable but has exceeded $1,000 most years. It includes 
things like jewelry, clothing, arts & crafts, leather goods, woodworking, can-
dles, hoola-hoops, massages, services and more. 

The raffle drawing will be held at 5:30pm on Sunday, August 4 at the 
festival. Tickets can be purchased during the festival, at our booth at the 
4th of July celebration in Crestone, at our office (719-256-4533), or from CPI 
board members and staff. Board members are Aaron Conrad, Don Richmond, 
Kizzen Lakai, Akia Tanara, Dennis Neuhaus, Eli Dokson, Steve Westra and 
Denise VandeWalle Swallow. Staff folk are Tom Dessain and Robin Rosen-
berg. They’re all carrying, so grab ‘em and get ‘em!

Thank you Aventa!
Aventa Credit Union and Crestone Performances have teamed-up 

again to award $500 in scholarships to local students. The winners are 
Chenoa Off and Quincy Meisman. Both girls will be entering tenth grade 
at the Crestone Charter School.  Each student will receive $250 for les-
sons and music. The official award ceremony will happen at 7:30pm Au-
gust 3 at the 15th Annual Crestone Music festival.

Chenoa is a vocalist who has performed in musical classes and per-
formances with the Creed Repertoire Theatre. She has also performed 
at the Crestone Charter School. She is a song writer and has performed 
her songs with the charter school band Lucid Dreams. Her goals are to 
continue to learn about her voice and develop it to its full potential. She 
also wants to continue singing and acting in musicals. 

Quincy plays piano and violin and wants to start on cello. She has 
performed at the Crestone Charter School and can be heard at the school 
at odd times of the day, playing away. Her goals, at this time, are to con-
tinue learning her instruments and to increase her proficiency.

Our thanks go out to Aventa Credit Union for fully funding this 
program. Together, we are hoping to increase the amount for next year’s 
scholarship award. Aventa is entering their second year of cooperation 
with our organization. They have been generous, gracious and sincere 
in their efforts to make a difference with students and the arts in our 
community.  Thank you Aventa! For more information please call 719-
256-4533.

Become a member!
Our membership drive is still rolling. Please consider becoming a mem-

ber and help us continue our community services. There are levels of support 
that have great perks, including an “All Access Pass” to this year’s festival, so 
check them out below.  Our community services are: We produce the Crestone 
Music Festival now in its 15th year, our Youth Enrichment Program now in 
its eleventh year and our free consulting and technical assistance service to 
worthwhile community endeavors. To learn more, please see our web site at 
www.crestfest.org or call 719-256-4533. Thanks! 

We have four levels of membership:
1. Copper Member - $50, receives a Crestone Music Fest Compilation CD. 
2. Bronze Member - $150 single/$250 couple, the above plus an invita-

tion to be on the guest list at schools for our Enrichment Programs.
3. Silver Member - $250 single/$350 couple, all above plus a one-day 

ticket and backstage pass to the Crestone Music Festival.
4. Gold Member - $400 single/$500 couple/family, all of the above plus 

all-access passes to the Crestone Music Festival.
We have a new, fast, easy & secure way to become a member!  Go to www.

crestfest.org and click on MEMBERSHIP-DONATE!  You can also mail your 
Membership/Donation form to CMF, PO Box 6, Crestone, CO 81131, or call 
719-256-4533 for more information.  Please remember how important your 
contributions are, and know that you are investing in community by investing 
in Crestone Performances.  Make checks payable to CPI. All donations receive 
a tax-deductible receipt. Thanks and stay tuned!

Rainbow Sunset photo by Ron Dessain, 
one of the five Crestone Artists Grand 
Prize for the raffle.

http://www.crestfest.org
http://www.crestfest.org
http://www.crestfest.org
http://www.crestfest.org
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Local artists John and Posey 
Nelson have their sculptural work 
on display at the Shumei Gallery 
in Crestone for the month of July. 
A symposium with John and Po-
sey will be held on Sunday July 14 
starting at 3pm. A reception will 
follow.

John attended the University 
of Minnesota, majoring in Studio 
Arts, with emphases on Ceramics 
and Stonecarving.  He has been 
a professional stonemason for 40 
years. 

He learned the trade in As-
pen, Colorado, where, in the late 
‘70’s he met Posey, a ski instruc-
tor, dishwasher, and painter.  Posey 
grew up in Aspen, attended the U 
of Denver, and then dropped out 
in the 60’s to travel in Europe for 
a year and to attend art schools in 
Aspen, Vermont, San Francisco, 
and Mexico.  She also apprenticed, 
for a year each, with metal sculptor 
Barry Petrie and renowned Black 
Mountain College painter David 
Rigsby.  John does Raku ceramics.  

He studied with Warren MacKen-
zie at the U of Minnesota.  Posey 
has shown sculpture in many ex-
hibitions in Colorado, including 
8 public art shows.  On June 6, 
she installed a marble sculpture 
in Carbondale’s Art Around Town 
public art exhibit for a year.

John has an interest in Japa-
nese folk arts and the appreciation 
of timeless, natural, and earthy 
beauty in his ceramics and sculp-
ture.  Posey admires abstract and 
Greek marble sculpture and also 

has an appreciation of Japanese 
aesthetics from her teacher, Jap-
anese stone sculptor, Kazutaka 
Uchida.  Both love the processes 
of working with natural clay and 
stone.

Come meet John and Po-
sey and learn more about their 
work on Sunday, July 14, 3pm 
to 5pm. This event is free to 
the public.  Please visit www.
shumeicrestone.org or call 719-
256-5284 for more information. 
The Shumei gallery is open eve-
ry day 9am to 5pm.

John & Posey 
Nelson featured 
artists at Shumei 
Symposium 
July 14

Stone sculpture by Posey Nelson. 

Stone sculpture by John Nelson.

Women at Work
Caterer Extraordinaire

   Bon Dellegar
   Owner Chef

   719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.com

HEARTSTRINGS AND HEIRLOOMS
A Fabric Shoppe and Much More

         616 Main Street, Alamosa  719.589.6982 
                info@hahllc2011.com  www.heartstringsandheirloomsllc.com

  • Over 2,500 Bolts of Fabric
  • Flannels • Reproductions • Wools • Batiks
  • Quilting Notions • Books/Patterns • Classes
  • Authorized BERNINA Dealer • Onsite Technician

‘Expressions of God—An Art Show’ 
at the Rio Grande County Museum

The latest in the series of special displays hosted by the Rio Grande 
County Museum and Cultural Center this summer will be “Expressions 
of God—An Art Show”.  Featured artists are Vincent Coca and Dana 
Jones, whose work includes jewelry and photography.  The show will run 
from July 7 to July 31.  An opening reception will be held on Sunday, July 
7th, from 1 to 4pm at the museum.  There will be food, fun, refreshments 
and a prize drawing and an opportunity to meet the artists.  All are wel-
come to attend the reception and there will be no admission charge for 
the event.

Vincent and Dana, life-long partners, approach their work with an 
intense appreciation for the beauty of nature.  Their belief is that we are 
all surrounded by this beauty, but that sometimes the pressures of our 
daily lives prevent us from seeing the artistry that God has provided.   It 
is their goal to bring bits of this magnificence into sharper focus for us by 
framing a spectacular view with a camera and by creating one-of-a-kind 
pieces of silver jewelry incorporating a variety of natural stones.

Vincent, a native of Albuquerque, NM, has been creating art from 
leather, fabric, wood, stones and with a camera since he was a child.  Af-
ter working for 20 years as a corporate officer for a real estate investment 
corporation, he retired and, with Dana who is also a photographer, moved 
to the San Juan Mountains between Del Norte and South Fork.  There 
they have a cabin with a well and solar power, a creek running through 
the property, and an opportunity to indulge in the peace, grace and beau-
ty which surrounds them.  

With this kind of inspiration it is no wonder that their work reflects 
nature so well.  While there will be no pressure to buy anything, those 
attending the show should know that all of the items on display will be 
available for purchase.

The Rio Grande County Museum is located at 580 Oak St. in Del 
Norte, CO.  Look for the one stop light on Highway 160 as you travel 
through Del Norte, and go south to the end of the block.  The museum is 
on the east side of the street.  Museum hours are 10am to 4pm Tuesday 
through Thursday and 10am to 2pm on Saturday.   It is typically closed 
on Sunday and Monday, although occasional special events are held on a 
Sunday afternoon such as the opening reception for this show. For more 
information, call the museum at 1-719-657-2847 or 1-877-365-9487.

And a final footnote, if you are interested in the show and the mu-
seum, and wish to make the day a Rio Grande County experience, infor-
mation about lodging can be found at rgclodging.com.  The museum also 
serves as an information center and additional information about region-
al restaurants and attractions—of which there are many—is available.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
mailto:crestbon@yahoo.com
mailto:info@hahllc2011.com
http://www.heartstringsandheirloomsllc.com
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by Karl Grose
With the addition of 4 new art-

ists The Crestone Artisans Gallery 
is a collective of approximately 25 
artists, many of whom show in gal-
leries across the country. Crestone 
has some of the finest artist and 
craftspeople percapita than any of 
the more well known “art centers”  
I have visited. Many of our visitors 
say the Crestone Artisan Gallery’s 
in the top tier for fine art, furni-
ture, functional art, whimsical and 
folk art, fiber art, jewelry, art glass, 
pottery and more, all locally made 
by the very creative and passionate 
artists who live here.   

Our featured artist for July is 
Barbara Hoeppner.  Barbara is a 
woodworker and a long term resi-
dent whose whimsical and unique 
work is painted in bold colors and 
eye-catching patterns, then embel-
lished with found items in mixed 
medias.  Barbara is a 4th genera-
tion woodworker and the first wom-
an.  As a child she was always play-
ing with wood and making things 
in her grandfather’s shop, but her 
calling took hold in her 40s after 
taking a furniture-making class in 
Sante Fe.  Barbara draws a lot of 
her inspiration from music, which 
she feels helps to open the creative 
channels, and then by the wood it-
self.  The lay of the grain, knots and 
natural imperfections all combine 
to help refine her original design.  
Mistakes become opportunities, 

and the wood will in essence tell 
you what it wants to be.  Barbara 
finds the entire process deeply sat-
isfying and loves everything from 
design to finish equally, and it 
shows in everything she creates.  

Whatever your reason for vis-
iting Crestone you really owe it to 
yourself to spend some time in the 
Artisans Gallery and see for your-
self some of the beautiful work.  
Take some home and enjoy it for 
generations.  Additionally, on the 
second Saturday (July 13) of each 
month, the gallery has an opening 
where you can meet many of the 
individual artists and enjoy some 
live music, refreshments and also 
the beautiful Artisans Park.  The 
Second Saturday art walk is be-
coming much more than a gallery-
only event.  Many other local busi-
nesses and groups in Crestone are 
participating, all within easy walk-
ing distance.  Be sure to make the 
Artisans Gallery your first stop. 

Crestone Artisans Galley: 
Great artists, something for everyone!

Art by Barbara Hoeppner, the gallery’s featured artist of the month.

ALMA—Sundays at Six performers
June 30 - Richmond Brothers – Jim, Ed, & Don – www.richmond-

brothersmusic.com
July 14 - Mariachi San Luis – needs no introduction
July 21 - Ronnie Shellist Blues Band - blues harmonica – www.

ronnieshellist.com
July 28 - Creede Repertory Orchestra – a fun jazz combo
(Aug.  4 – Go to the Crestone Music Festival - crestfest.org)
Aug. 11 – Bone Orchard – folk rock, two-part harmonies, danceable 

– www.boneorchardmusic.com
Aug. 18 – San Luis Valley Big Band
For more information about the Alamosa Live Music Association, 

like us on Facebook or see the website at www.almaconcerts.com. The 
Alamosa Live Music Association “Builds Community through Quality 
Live Music”

The Alamosa Live Music Association program “Sundays at Six” is 
sponsored by the City of Alamosa, The Alamosa Tourism and Market-
ing Board, Daniel & Janet Mordecai Foundation, KRZA, Adams State 
University Student Life, The Valley Courier, The Inn of the Rio Grande, 
The Crestone Eagle, Howling Dog Records and Recording Studio, Adams 
State University Music Department, Body Tune Up, Dell’s Insurance, 
The Complete Non Profit, Partnership Investments, Inc., and Valley-
Wide Health Systems.

And the crowd goes wild! . . . at the Freebox Fundraiser on May 26.     photo by Lori Nagel

Jedi Roman performs an amazing acoustic set at the Freebox Fundraiser, held on May 
26.                photo by Lori Nagel 

WHITE EAGLE LODGE at CRESTONE
CHRISTMAS in JULY

Sat, July 6th and Sun, July 7th ~ 10 am to 6 pm
Come and shop early or treat yourself!!

REIKI LEVEL 1
Sat July 13th and Sun July 14th 

with REIKI MASTERS PESI & VERA SHROFF
(719) 256-4722 to register or for further info

THE MIND, BODY, SPIRIT WELLNESS RETREAT
JULY 18th through the 21st

Workshops, Seminars, Classes, Alternative Group Energy/Wellness
work and more!!  

Clear your mind, energize your body and let your Spirit soar!

Personalized individual sessions and daily/event packages are available.
(719) 256-4722 for further info or registrations/scheduling.

Please see www.whiteeaglelodgeatcrestone.com for a full listing of 
scheduled presenters & practitioners with times and dates.

RadiantFlow
Chair Massage $15

Tuesdays @ Yak n Cracker

Cynthia L. Nielsen LMT

719.298.0360

Debra Irizarry, M.D. FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

MEMBER

®

Crestone: Baca Professional Building • 46 Camino Baca Grande
Salida: Bella Vita Salon • 1447 G Street

Call for your complimentary consultation

www.doctordeb.co   •  contact@doctordeb.co 
Big City Quality 

with a  
Small Town Touch

•Biopsies  •Excisions  •Blepharoplasty
•Botox   •Fillers   •Peels  •Skin Care

(719) 256-6600

Fractional Skin Resurfacing 
•Wrinkles • Skin Texture Irregularites  

•Pigmented Lesions •Acne Scars •Sun Damage

2

http://www.richmond-brothersmusic.com
http://www.richmond-brothersmusic.com
http://www.richmond-brothersmusic.com
http://www.ronnieshellist.com
http://www.ronnieshellist.com
http://www.boneorchardmusic.com
http://www.almaconcerts.com
http://www.whiteeaglelodgeatcrestone.com
http://www.doctordeb.co
mailto:contact@doctordeb.co
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The 4th Street Food Store in 
downtown Saguache is now open 
and features certified organic lo-
cally grown vegetables, locally pro-
duced meats and grocery items, 
plus a variety of healthy snacks 
and beverages.

Through the month of July, 
with a minimum $10 food pur-
chase, each shopper will receive a 
free, reusable cloth grocery bag im-
printed with our name and logo.  

Located inside the Saguache 
Welcome Center, at 404 4th St., 
the food store is a nonprofit project 
of Saguache Works, a tax-exempt 
501(c)3 corporation, which also op-
erates the Welcome Center and the 
Blue Earth Thrift & Mercantile.   

Supported by a Saguache 
County Sales Tax Grant, and oper-
ating in partnership with the SLV 
Local Foods Coalition, ScSeed, the 
Saguache Community Garden, and 
the Saguache County Department 
of Social Service, the food store’s 
mission is to support local produc-
ers and to make healthy food avail-
able and accessible to all Saguache 
area residents.

Your donations of surplus 

garden produce, volunteer hours, 
or dollars, will help us continue 
regular donations to the Food Bank 
and keep prices affordable for low-
income seniors and families.

For more information, or 
to help in any way, please call  
655-0216.

Crestone Telecom 
receives 
state-wide award 

Colorado’s Mountain Con-
nect 2013 Rural Broadband 
Development Conference ac-
knowledges our home-grown 
entity, Crestone Telecom, LLC 
with:  Most Effective and Ef-
ficient Broadband Innovator of 
the Year!  The CRBDC began 
in the summer of 2011 with the 
original idea of empowering ru-
ral communities in Colorado 
with the knowledge they could 
use to start, improve or expand 
broadband capabilities in their 
communities.  The annual con-
ference, known as Mountain 
Connect, was attended by over 
100 community leaders its first 
year.   While the rural attendee 
list continues to expand, service 
providers such as CenturyLink, 
EagleNet, AT&T, Comcast and 
other national companies are 
also represented.  Colorado Sen-
ator Gail Schwartz has been in 
attendance each year and public-
ly noted Crestone and Crestone 
Telecom as an innovator in what 
can be accomplished.

Crestone Telecom, LLC is 
a locally owned and operated 
company, with 52 local inves-
tors.  CT started as a grass-roots 
movement by Crestone’s former 
mayor, now CEO, Ralph Abrams.  
In conjunction with Dennis Neu-
haus as Operations Manager, 
Kevin Pesenecker, IT Manager, 
and Cheryl Rowe, Business De-
velopment, Crestone Telecom’s 
mission is to provide a choice for 
truly fast, reliable high speed in-
ternet and phone services in our 
community.  Crestone Telecom is 
also available in Center and as of 
this week they are serving Mof-
fat, KV Estates and beyond.

Fort Garland Band Jam rocks July 20
The Friends of the Arts of Costilla County has announced that the 4th 

Annual Fort Garland Band Jam gets underway Saturday, July 20, at noon 
at the Fort Garland Museum Quadrangle.

The Jam will feature live music from 4 bands, as well as arts and 
crafts from local artisans, food, silent auction, and a beer garden. Proceeds 
from the Band Jam benefit the Friends of the Arts of Costilla County, a 
501(c)3 organization, and their numerous community arts-related initia-
tives and projects, such as a youth art competition and an arts-related 
grants program.

The musical headliner for this year’s jam is Colorado Springs favorite 
Tejano Heat with their powerful Tejano sounds, conjunto and a little mix 
of country and old-school. Tejano Heat has played all around Colorado and 
the Springs and has been a featured band at the Colorado State Fair. Re-
cently, they appeared as musical headliners at the Santana Celebration in 
San Luis.

Along with Tejano Heat will be the driving and highly entertaining 
classic rock sounds of Justified, returning after their performance in last 
year’s Jam; the Latin/cumbia and oldies music of Alamosa favorites Indian 
Nickel; and more. Holding it all together will be M.C. and musician Mike 
(Mikey) Wozniak.

“The music is the big draw of the Fort Garland Band Jam,” said Em-
erald Tamada, who, along with husband Gerald, are the events founders 
and organizers. “But it’s also a community event that brings together peo-
ple of all walks of life for an amazing day of music and fun.”

Tickets are $12 for adults and $7 for students (with ID) at the door. 
Children under 12 are free.

Discounted tickets are available in advance at fgbj.org or at the Fort 
Garland Museum or the Fort Market in Fort Garland. 

Tejano Heat headlines the Jam.

Exterior damage to the Post Office. It 
was reported that the driver hit the gas 
pedal instead of the brake.
 photos by Lori Nagel

Ouch! Interior damage to the Crestone 
Post Office, as a result of someone 
accidentally driving their car into it on 
June 11.

Local food store open in Saguache

*What in the world is a “web property”?  
call or scan to find out... 

719.239.3300

Your web property*
is an investment…

not an expense.

The Crestone youth washed people’s cars for FREE on June 8 in the Hardware store 
parking lot.  This was done as a return favor to the Crestone Mercantile for donating 
food to them for a previous trip.  photo by Lori Nagel

The Crestone Kolor Run, a feel-good, happy, colorful, 5K, run/walk event, was held on 
May 25.  It was a fundraiser event for our local youth, with this year’s proceeds sponsor-
ing Forrest McNulty in a 2 week trip down the Green River. photo by Lori Nagel

If you don’t like something, change it.  
If you can’t change it, change  
your attitude.
 ~ Maya Angelou 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Working with our circle of 
alliances

Workshop with Native Ameri-
can teacher and healer Láné Saán 
Moonwalker.   Our circle of allianc-
es are the group of energies that 
provide support, guidance and as-
sistance on a daily basis.  They act 
as a panel of advisors for us, help-
ing us with our motivation and our 
work in the world.  Learn to identi-
fy and work with your own unique 
circle of alliances, especially during 
these challenging times.

Saturday, July 13 from 9:30 to 
4:30, $75. To register and for loca-
tion call Dorje Root, 937-7786, or 
dorjeroot@yahoo.com.

HAPS

Crestone End of Life Project 
registration outreach: booth 
at the 4th celebration & 
party July 20

CEOLP will have a booth at 
the 4th of July event.  Registration 
papers will be available for you to 
pick up.

CEOLP is holding a regis-
tration support party on July 20 
at the old Charter School (next to 
the Library) on Cty. Rd. T .  This is 
an open invitation for anyone who 
wants to register.     Time:  noon to 
5pm.  We will be there to support 
you in filling out your papers.  A 
notary will be available to notarize 
your papers . . . charge is $5 a page  
(2 pages)

Next meeting of the CEOLP 
is July 9 at 7pm at the Topping 
House.

Alamosa County centennial
Alamosa County celebrates 

100 years on July 4.  Big name and 
local bands, food, games, and much 
more. For Cole Park festivities, 
please leave coolers, backpacks, 
pets, and dangerous items at home. 
Fireworks at dusk.  For the latest 
information on schedules, bands, 
parking, and more, go to Alamosa-
county.org and click on Alamosa: 
the First 100 years.

Presentation on LED light 
therapy system 

On July 3rd, at 6pm, at The 
Birch Street Studio, will be a 
one-hour presentation on Elan 
Energetic’sLED light therapy sys-
tem, 

It is said to reduce stress, 
inflammation and pain, increase 
blood circulation, energy and vital-
ity, build collagen fibers essential 
to repairing damaged tissues and 
stimulate release of ATP, the fuel 
for all metabolic activity

Come see what this amazing 
alternative can do for you.

Landfill temporary closure
by Iris Garcia, 
Saguache Co. Road & Bridge
The Saguache County Land-

fill and Recycling Center will be 
closed until further notice begin-
ning Sunday June 30, 2013, in or-
der to comply with The Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment regulations.  Notifi-
cation will be sent out regarding 
the expected reopen date.  We are 
sorry for the inconvenience.

Other nearby landfills
SLV Regional Solid Waste 

Authority
1600 County Road 44
Monte Vista, CO 81144
Phone: 719-852–3810
8am-4:30pm Mon.-Fri.
8am-2pm Sat.
Chaffee County Landfill
16550 Hwy 285
Salida, CO  81201
719-539-3738
8am-4pm Mon.-Sat.
No trailers after 3pm
Must be unloaded by 4pm

Federal Certifications
workshop July 10

The Small Business Admin-
istration and the Small Business 
Development Center announce a 
Federal Certifications workshop 
on Wednesday, July 10, 3-5pm 
at the Depot, 610 State Avenue, 
Alamosa.  The workshop is free.  
Please RSVP to Donna Wehe at 
589-3682 or donna@slv-sbdc.com.

Refuge tours 
in July & August

Baca National Wildlife Ref-
uge invites you to take a tour so 
you can get to know your National 
Wildlife Refuge.  Reservations re-
quired, first come, first served, lim-
ited seating available.  Tours are 
approximately 4 hours long and 
leave from the headquarters near 
Yak ‘N’ Cracker Cafe on County 
Road T, promptly at 9am.

Tour Dates:
Thursday, July 11, Ranch His-

tory
Thursday July 25, General 

Tour
Thursday August 8, Invasive 

Species
Thursday August 22, Fall 

Management
For Reservations call 719-

256-5527

Shumei Free Movie Night
This month’s Shumei Free 

Movie Night is Friday, July 19, at 
7pm, with Carbon Nation.  Bypass-
ing politics and finger-pointing, 
this forward-thinking documen-
tary zeroes in on enterprising in-
dividuals—from a wind farmer to 
a solar-panel retrofitter—who are 
devising business-minded ways to 
avert the looming climate crisis.  
The cross-country expedition yields 
encounters with Virgin Group 
CEO Richard Branson, Earth Day 
founder Denis Hayes and former 
CIA director James Woolsey, along 
with everyday pioneers in low-car-
bon living. Refreshments provided, 
256-5284.   

Frog wisdom workshop
Frogs are indicator species, 

not only in the environment where 
they are the first animals to show 
the effects of environmental toxins 
and other imbalances, but also in 
a spiritual sense.  Spiritually they 
teach us about our emotions, and 
about moderation, balance, mani-
festation, and our environmental 
interactions.

Riparian Environment Series, 
Part 5 with Láné Saán Moonwalker.  
Sunday, July 14 from 9:30 to 4:30, 
$75, at the Colorado College Con-
ference Center.  To register contact 
Dorje Root, 937-7786, dorjeroot@
yahoo.com; or Peter May at earth-
dance_pdm@yahoo.com, 256-4898

Smoke Shop 
chooses Father’s Day 
story contest winner

Thank you so much much for 
all of the stories! Each one warmed 
our hearts and jerked our tears! We 
chose the winner by putting your 
names in a hat and had our first 
customer draw this morning.

The winner of the Father’s 
Day Contest is Maleiah Levine! 
Congratulations!

Here is her story:
“My father is the best father 

in the world. He does a lot of things 
in the world to protect me all the 
time. I love him for ever. He is nice 
to me. He will always be my fa-
ther for ever and I will always love 
him. We went on a vacation to the 
beach. We had fun together. It was 
cool with my sister Makaiah. She is 
nice, but we are not talking about 
her. My Dad is special to me for a 
long time and that is him! He is in 
the army.”

Birth announcement
Kestrel Bishop, Michael and 

big brother Lucas Cservenak wel-
comed Wesley Douglas Cservenak 
into their home on June 10, 2013. 
He was 9lbs.5oz, 21.5 inches long. 
The Bishop-Cservenaks are enjoy-
ing their summer at Valley View 
and will return to China in August.  
The proud grandparents are George 
and Terry Cservenak, and Doug and 
Sue Bishop.

ARR! The pirates are here!
Sue Vaughan, Virginia Drake, 

Corliss Taylor-Dunn and the Sa-
guache Community Theatre have 
teamed up to produce an evening 
of “Bite Size Opera.”  On the menu 
are “meat and potato” staples from 
Mozart and Puccini.  But highlight-
ing this fun show is the dessert 
course:  Act I from The Pirates of 
Penzance by Gilbert & Sullivan. 

This refreshing collaboration 
of valley performers include tal-
ents from Center, Saguache, Moffat 
and Crestone.  Performances are 
at the historic Ute Theater in Sa-
guache on July 12 and 13, at 7 pm.  
Tickets are $10 for adults 12 and 
over, and $5 for kids under 12.  For 
information, call Virginia Drake at 
580-4443.

Maleiah Levine, contest winner.

The more you praise 
and celebrate your life, 
the more there is in life 
to celebrate.
 ~Oprah Winfrey 

Happy 
Birthday 
Naomi 
You’re an 
inspiration

Trailriders in the Baca enjoying the day.            photo by Lori A. Nagel

mailto:dorjeroot@yahoo.com
mailto:donna@slv-sbdc.com
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mailto:earth-dance_pdm@yahoo.com
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Community Calendar—JULY 2013 
visit us online at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

There is a $5 charge per calendar listing for for-profit classes/events, with a discount 
for display advertisers. For more information contact us at 719-256-4956. 
To list your event, (print or online) please submit via our website:  
http://crestoneeagle.com/calendar (preferred) 

~or~ e-mail to: calendar@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO 
Box 101, Crestone CO 81131 by the 22nd of the month.  To list calendar items 
online (between print issues), please fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/
calendar.

Monthly Events

 Monday, July 1
•	 Town	of	Crestone	Planning	Commission	meeting	
–	Crestone	Town	Hall	6pm	free	719-256-4313

Thursday, July 4
•	 Independence	Day	–	All	Day
•	 Crestone	 July	 4	 Celebration	 –	 Downtown	
Crestone	7:30	am-4:00	pm	free	719-256-4313

•	 The	Wind	Walkers	@	Yak	N’	Cracker	 –	Yak	N	
Cracker	 Cafe	 6:00	 pm-8:30	 pm	 www.choku-
reiranch.com	719	256	4700

Friday, July 5
•	 Archery	Training,	Earth	Knack/Blankenship	Res-
idence	10am	$25	earthknack.com	719-256-4909

Saturday, July 6
•	 Christmas	in	July,	White	Eagle	Lodge	10am-6pm	
Admission	is	free	719-256-4722

•	 Plan	Be	Music	–	Yak	N	Cracker	Cafe	6-8:30pm	
www.chokureiranch.com	719-256-4700

Sunday, July 7
•	 Shumei’s	monthly	Sampai,	Sanctuary	10:30	am-
noon	Free	shumeicrestone.org	256-5284

Monday, July 8
•	 New	Moon	–	1:15	am
•	 New-moon	Fire	Ceremony	Followed	by	a	Meal	–	
Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram	10:00	am-11:00	
am	www.babajiashram.org	719-256-4108

•	 Town	 of	 Crestone	 Board	 of	 Trustees	 Regular	
Meeting,	Crestone	Town	Hall	1:30-6pm	719-256-4313

Tuesday, July 9
•	 Crestone	End	of	Life	Project	meeting	–	Topping	
House	7:00	pm	free	crestone-end-of-life.org

Wednesday, July 10
•	 Dances	of	Universal	Peace	–	Baca	Park	6:00	pm	
719-937-3052

•	 Deborah	 Crooks	 Acoustic	 @	 Yak	 N’	 Cracker	
6-8pm	www.chokureiranch.com	719-256-4700

Thursday, July 11
•	 Baca	National	Wildlife	Refuge	Tour	-	Ranch	His-
tory		9:00	am-1:00	pm	719-256-5527

•	 Rumi	Study	Circle.	All	welcome.	–	3:45-6:00pm	
Free/Donation	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-256-4290

•	 Baca	Grande	Board	of	Directors	Working	Session,	
POA	office	4pm	free	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

•	 CCC	Meeting	 –	 Community	 Building	 5:00	 pm-
6:30	pm	Free	719-480-5925

•	 CCC	Open	Hangout	–	Community	Building	6:30	
pm-8:00	pm	Free	719-480-5925

Friday, July 12
•	 July’s	 Friday	 Fun	 Series	 July	 12th	 Fibers	 In-
tensive	 –	 Earth	 Knack/Blankenship	 Residence	
10am	$35	earthknack.com	719-256-4909

•	 River	Bottom	Blues,	Yak	N	Cracker	Cafe	6-8:30pm	
www.chokureiranch.com	719-256-4700

•	 Bite	Size	Opera	–	Ute	Theatre	7:00	pm	$5-$10	
580-4443

•	 Flamenco	concert	with	Mito	de	Soto,	Shumei	7-9pm	
$10	Sug.	Donation	shumeicrestone.org	256-5284

Saturday, July 13
•	 Working	with	Our	Circle	of	Alliances	–	9:30	am-
4:30	pm	$75	937-7786

•	 REIKI	LEVEL	1	with	Reiki	Master	Pesi	Shroff	–	
White	Eagle	Lodge	10am-5pm	719-256-4722

•	 CEOLP	info	&	assistance	with	forms	–	YES	of-
fice	12:00	pm-5:00	pm	free	719-937-7788

•	 Celebration	 of	 Jim	 Davidson’s	 life	 –	 Davidson	
Residence	1:00	pm-4:00	pm

•	 Second	 Saturday	 Crestone	 Artisans	 Artwalk	 –	
Crestone	Artisans	Gallery	3:00	pm-5:00	pm

•	 Bite	Size	Opera	–	Ute	Theatre	7:00	pm	$5-$10	
580-4443

Sunday, July 14
•	 Clinical	Aromatherapy	Level	1	–	Silver	Star	B	&	B	
www.learnaroma.com	719-256-4759

•	 Frog	Wisdom	Workshop	–	9:30	am-4:30	pm	$75	
719-937-7786	or	256-4898

•	 The	 Cheetah	 Conservation	 Fund	 –	 Saguache	
County	Museum	1:30	pm	free

•	 Art	Symposium,	John	&	Posey	Nelson,	Shumei	Gal-
lery	3-5pm	Free	www.shumeicrestone.org	256-5284

Monday, July 15
•	 ElementsCamp	for	Kids	–	All	Day	719-480-0822,	
588-1888,	588-0102

•	 Baca	 Grande	 Stables	 Summer	 Children’s	 Rid-
ing	Program	-	Session	3	–	Baca	Grande	Stables	
8:30	am-11:00	am	$125	719-256-4756

Wednesday, July 17
•	 CCAA	 Potluck	 Feast	 &	 Party	 –	 Zuki	 &	 Nick’s	
Place	12:00	am-10:00	pm	FREEfacebook.com/
events/170953376406893/	719-480-1622

Thursday, July 18
•	 Mind,	Body,	Spirit	Wellness	Retreat,	White	Eagle	
Lodge	10am-6pm	www.whiteeaglelodgeatcrest-
one.com	719-256-4722

•	 CCC	 Open	 Hangout	 –	 Community	 Building	
5-7pm	Free	719-480-5925

•	 UFOs	and	Our	Evolution	–	Jillian’s	Studio	7:00	
pm-9:00	pm	Free	720-304-6254

Friday, July 19
•	 Medicinal	herbal	Tea	Party,	Crestone	Curve	Coop-
erative	Garden	11am	$25earthknack.com	256-4909

•	 Shumei	Free	Movie	Night	–	Shumei	International	
Institute	7:00	pm	free	719-256-5284

Saturday, July 20
•	 Orient	 Land	 Trust	 Board	 Meeting,	 Everson	
Ranch	9am-1pm	www.olt.org	719-256-5212

•	 Creek	Walk,	CB	Watershed	Council,	So.	Crestone	
Creek	at	Baca	Grant	Way	10am-noon	free	256-4182

•	 CEOLP	registration	support	party,	Old	Charter	School	
Bldg	noon-5pm	$5	per	page	crestone-end-of-life.org

•	 Monthly	recycling	pickup	–	The	Secret	Garden	10:00	
am-2:00	pm	recyclecreede.org	719-658-2020

•	 Alycia	Chambers	–	Yak	N	Cracker	Cafe	6:00	pm-
8:30	pm	www.chokureiranch.com	719	256	4700

Sunday, July 21
•	 Clinical	Aromatherapy	Level	2	Silver	Star	B	&	B,	discount		
for	Crestone	residents,	learnaroma.com	256-4759

•	 A	 Journey	 through	 Africa	 –	 Saguache	 County	
Museum	1:30	pm	free

Monday, July 22
•	 ElementsCamp	for	Families	–	All	Day	719-480-
0822,	588-1888,	588-0102

•	 Baca	 Grande	 Stables	 Summer	 Children’s	 Rid-
ing	Program	-	Session	4	–	Baca	Grande	Stables	
8:30-11am	$125	719-256-4756

•	 Full-moon	 Fire	 Ceremony	 Followed	 by	 a	Meal	
(Guru	 Purnima)	 –	 Haidakhandi	 Universal	Ash-
ram	10-11	www.babajiashram.org	719-256-4108

•	 Full	Moon	–	12:15	pm
Thursday, July 25
•	 Baca	 National	 Wildlife	 Refuge	 Tour	 -	 General	
Tour	–	Baca	National	Wildlife	Refuge	9:00	am-
1:00	pm	719-256-5527

•	 Rumi	Study	Circle.	All	welcome,	3:45-6pm	Free	
or	by	donation	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-256-4290

•	 CCC	Meeting	 –	 Community	 Building	 5:00	 pm-
6:30	pm	Free	719-480-5925

•	 CCC	Open	Hangout	–	Community	Building	6:30	
pm-8:00	pm	Free	719-480-5925

•	 Baca	Grande	Board	of	Directors	Business	Meet-
ing	–	POA	bldg	7pm	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

Friday, July 26
•	 Fire	 Making	 –	 Earth	 Knack/Blankenship	 Resi-
dence	10am	$35earthknack.com	719-256-4909

Saturday, July 27
•	 UFO	 Conference	 –	 UFO	 Watchtower	 All	 Day	
ufowatchtower.com	719-378-2296

•	 Boutique	Day!	–	White	Eagle	Lodge	10:00	am-
6:00	pm	719-256-4722

•	 Sorell	 Harpist	 &	 Vocal,	 Yak	 N	 Cracker	 Cafe	
6-8:30pm	www.chokureiranch.com	719-256	4700

Monday, July 29
•	 ElementsCamp	for	Kids	–	All	Day	719-480-0822,	
588-1888,	588-0102

Tuesday, July 30
•	 “Stillness	Workshop”	w/Sofia	Diaz	–	Haidakhandi	
Universal	Ashram	10am-1pm	$108	(scholarships	
available)	www.babajiashram.org	719-256-4108

•	 Ashram	 Annual	 Family	 Weed	 –	 Haidakhandi	
Universal	Ashram	10:00	am-1:00	pm	www.baba-
jiashram.org	719-256-4108

Friday, August 2
•	 Crestone	Music	Festival	–	Crestone	Golf	Course	
All	Weekend	crestfest.org	719-256-4533

Saturday, August 3
•	 Crestone	Music	Festival	–	Crestone	Golf	Course	
All	Weekend	crestfest.org	719-256-4533

Sunday, August 4
•	 Crestone	Music	Festival	–	Crestone	Golf	Course	
All	Weekend	crestfest.org	719-256-4533

Monday, August 5
•	 ElementsCamp	for	Families	–	All	Day	719-480-
0822,	588-1888,	588-0102

•	 Baca	 Grande	 Stables	 Summer	 Children’s	 Rid-
ing	Program	-	Session	5	–	Baca	Grande	Stables	
8:30	am-11:00	am	$125	719-256-4756

Thursday, August 8
•	 Baca	Nat’l	Wildlife	Refuge	Tour:	Invasive	Species,	
Baca	Nat’l	Wildlife	Refuge	9am-1pm	256-5527

Saturday, August 10
•	 Second	 Saturday	 Crestone	 Artisans	 Artwalk	 –	
Crestone	Artisans	Gallery	3:00	pm-5:00	pm

Wednesday, August 21
•	 CCAA	 Potluck	 Feast	 &	 Party	 –	 Zuki	 &	 Nick’s	
Place	12:00	am-10:00	pm	FREEfacebook.com/
events/170953376406893/	719-480-1622

Thursday, August 22
•	 Baca	National	Wildlife	Refuge	Tour	 -	Fall	Man-
agement	 –	Baca	National	Wildlife	Refuge	9:00	
am-1:00	pm	719-256-5527

Saturday, August 24
•	 24th	Annual	 Crestone	 Energy	 Fair	 –	 Crestone	
Town	Park	All	Day	free	event	303-868-6352

Sunday, August 25
•	 Chi	Nei	Tsang	Level	1	–	Silver	Star	B	&	B	7:00	
pm-9:00	 pm	 Discount	 for	 Crestone	 Residents	
www.learnaroma.com	719-256-4759

Friday, August 30
•	 Deadline	for	Moffat	School	Board	nominations	–	
Moffat	School	All	Day

Wednesday, September 18
•	 CCAA	 Potluck	 Feast	 &	 Party	 –	 Zuki	 &	 Nick’s	
Place	12:00	am-10:00	pm	FREEfacebook.com/
events/170953376406893	719-480-1622

Saturday, September 21
•	 Company	of	Players	Presents	Stories	 from	 the	
Edge	–	Colorado	College	Conference	Ctr.	7:00	
pm	256-4511

Looking for more to do?  Check out the Summer Fun section in this paper!
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Visit downtown Crestone for “Second Saturday Artwalk”
by Robin Rosenberg
During the summer, local 

businesses have made the second 
Saturday of the month a special 
day to visit downtown Crestone.  
Located at the foot of Colorado’s 
majestic fourteeners, Crestone is 
a unique and creative community 
with a lot to offer locals and tour-
ists alike!  

Crestone Artisan’s Gallery 
will be holding its monthly Artists 
Reception from 3-5pm.  The gallery 
represents over 20 local artists and 
crafts persons showing works in 
many media’s including paintings 
in oil, acrylic & watercolor, jewelry, 
glass, leather work, pottery, hand 
turned wood, furniture, textiles, 
handmade paper, sculpture, wind 
chimes & photography.  We have 
several new members showing this 
summer.  Don’t miss this opportu-
nity to meet the artists!  Refresh-
ments will be served with live mu-
sic in Artisan’s Park.

Clay Art Gallery, one block 
east of Artisan’s, is a working pot-

tery studio and gallery space.  Dis-
played is the work of award win-
ning potter Lynn Drake and many 
of her students.  You can not only 
see a display of inspirational ce-
ramics but you may also catch an 
artist at work in the studio!  Talk 
to Lynn about classes and studio 
space.

The Crestone Botanical 
Gardens (located behind the CYP 
Thrift Store) will also be open from 
3-5pm to showcase local teen & 
young adult artists. Artwork will 
be for sale & refreshments provid-
ed.  Crestone Creative Council in-
vites everyone to come & meet the 
Town community mural artists at 
the Crestone Community Building 
from 3-5pm. These are a talented 
group of young people, don’t miss 
this special showing! 

They will also display the 
beautiful artwork created by the 
children participating in CYP’s 
Summer Adventure Day Camp.

They will be showing works 
from local artists; Noona O’Riley, 

Jane Adorney, Mae Green, Lori 
Nagel, Barbara Stamm Dose, 
Shahna Lax and Bill Ellzey.

Saturday Market is our ver-
sion of a farmers market & crafts 
fair rolled into one! Local vendors 
will be selling everything from 
homemade salsas and baked goods 
to homegrown veggies, handmade 
jewelry, arts & crafts and much 
more.  Market begins around 10am 
and runs until 3pm.

The Crestone Youth Plaza 
Thrift Store will be offering 10% 
discounts on all purchases in cel-
ebration of the Second Saturday 
Artwalk!

Shambala “Kick Ass Café” 
will be showing the work of Sho-
shannah and Studio Niya.  See 
her acrylic paintings based upon 
tribal patterns and modern vision-
ary ideas, feather earrings, hair 
feathers, along with her unique 
line of clothing; “Up-cycled Gar-
ments.”  Ben Crow will be display-
ing acrylic paintings.  The Café will 
be open all day, serving breakfast 
and lunch and offering a night of 
Special Cambodian Food by Nath 
at 5pm.

The Secret Garden will be 
having a special on elixers.

The Bliss Café, located in Lit-
tle Pearl Park between the Market 
and Artisans Gallery will be offer-
ing a lunch special and a happy 
hour special!  The Bliss is a great 
place to stop in between shopping 
for a casual lunch, salad, burger, 
pizza, coffee or desert or at the end 
of the day for a glass of organic 
wine, microbrew, appetizer or din-
ner.  

The Farm Table is offering 
free strawberry lemonade with a 
purchase.  They will also be having 
lunch and dinner specials also.

The Crestone Mercantile will 
be out and about handing out cou-
pons to “Artwalkers!” for a 10% dis-

count at the grocery store.  Stop in 
for your weekly grocery shop or a 
cold drink or snack. Don’t forget to 
walk across the street to the Hard-
ware Store where there are some 
really great gift ideas along with 
everything you could possibly need 
for your home!

Elephant Cloud Tea House & 
Co-op is offering a special for this 
event; 20% discount on selected 
teas and 10% discount on local 
honey, free taste samples of honey 
available!  Have a great cup of hand 
brewed tea while you peruse Cre-
stone’s premier Tea House, health 
food store & gift shop!

If you are a local this is the 
perfect day to show your support 
for your friends, neighbors and 
their businesses.  Buying locally 
makes our community sustainable 
along with saving money, time and 
energy!  Always Buy Local!

If you’re from out of town and 
have always wondered about the 
little town nestled at the foot of the 
Sangre De Cristo’s, this is the time! 
We no longer have a gas station so 
please be sure to fill up the tank on 
your way in. The creeks are flow-
ing, flowers are bloomin’ the moun-
tains are calling!   Please visit us 
for the “Second Saturday Artwalk!” 
and see just what a friendly and 
creative community Crestone is!  

Daily
•	 Morning	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
7-8am,	256-4108,	info@babajiashram.org,	www.
babajiashram.org

•	 Sampai	&	Jyorei,	Shumei	Sanctuary,	please	be	
seated	by	7:50am	and	5:50pm,	256-5284

•	 Tours,	 gallery	 and	 Jyorei,	 Shumei,	 9am-5pm,	
256-5284

•	 Evening	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
6pm,	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.org,	 www.
babajiashram.org

Sunday
•	 Mass	 at	 Nada	 Carmelite	 Hermitage	 9:00	 am	
719-256-4778

•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	719	937	7769

Monday
•	 Dorje	Trolo	Practice	White	Jewel	Mountain	10:00	
am-12:00	pm	no	 charge	www.whitejewelmoun-
tain.org	719-256-5773

•	 Bahai	Study	Group	Reflections	on	the	Life	of	
the	Spirit	Home	of	Maria	and	Arie	6:30	pm-8:30	
pm	Free	719-937-7765

Tuesday
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5:00	pm-6:45	pm	By	donation	shak-
tisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Narcotics	Anonymous	open	meeting,	marijuana	
users	welcome	Baca	library	back	door	12:00	am	
crestonena@gmail.com	970-309-0710

•	 Artist	 Gathering	 Community	 Building	 4:00	 pm-
7:00	pm	Free	7194805925

•	 BGFD	Trainings	Baca	Fire	House	5:30	pm-7:30	
pm	7194805925

•	 Dance	Classes,	Salsa,	Tango,	Meringue,	Swing	
Elephant	 Cloud	 Studio	 6:00	 pm-8:00	 pm	 $10	
www.conscious-heart.org	719-937-3052

Wednesday
•	 CoDependents	 Anonymous	 Meeting	 Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	www.coda.org	720-
352-2078

•	 Feldenkrais	 ATM	 (Awareness	 Through	 Move-
ment)	 lessons	(from	prerecorded	 lessors).	5:30	
pm-6:30	pm	n/a	7192564480

•	 Dharma	Ocean	Meditation	Group	Blazing	Moun-
tain	Retreat	Center	6-8pm	719-588-3210

•	 Yoga	Fundamentals	&	Refinements	Shakti	Sha-
ranam	8:30	am-10:00	am	By	donation	shaktis-
haranam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Toning	Yoga	Elephant	Cloud	Studio	5-6pm	
$10/$8	www.crestoneyogainstitute.com	706-429-
4781

Thursday
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	 5:00	 pm-6:45	 pm	 By	 donation	 719-
256-5668

•	 CCC	Council	Meetings	&	Open	Hangouts	Com-
munity	Building	5:00	pm-7:00	pm	Free

Friday
•	 Zumba&Gentle	 Yoga	 Elephant	 Cloud	 (Jillian’s)	
Studio	9:15	am-11:30	am	$10/$8	706-429-4781

•	 August	9	thru	13	Art	Retreat	sun	studio	in	Cre-
stone	All	Day	$335.00	www.jenniferthomson.net	
719-937-7694

Saturday
•	 Crestone	Saturday	Market	Silver	Ave.	10am-3pm
•	 The	Yoga	 of	 Eternal	 Consciousness	The	Yoga	
House	 5:00	 am-8:00	 am	 Donations	 welcome	
303-746-4470

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

Community Calendar—JULY 2013 
visit us online at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

Fiber artist (and real estate broker) Shir-
ley Motz demonstrates fiber spinning to 
two young visitors at Art In The Park.        
 photo by Patrick Moore

Gallery potter Tyler Brandon demonstrates throwing a vase at Art In The Park.                                                                
 photo by Patrick Moore 
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Salida Aspen Concert season 2013 
Salida Aspen Concerts proud-

ly announces its 37th annual clas-
sical chamber music series July 
6-August 10 including brass en-
semble, piano, opera, guitar and, 
for the first time in the history of 
the series, a 7th special concert 
Thursday, August 1:  classical bass-
ist Edgar Meyer and friends.

Tickets for the series, which 
is produced in partnership with the 
Aspen Music Festival and School, 
are $15 except for the special Ed-
gar Meyer concert, which costs $20.

All concerts begin at 7:30 p.m. 
in the new 350-seat auditorium, 
Salida High School at 26 Jones Av-
enue in Salida.

Saturday, July 6 the se-
ries begins with the incomparable 
American Brass Quintet playing 
early and contemporary works for 
horn instruments. The ABQ has 
played in Salida every year but 
one since the series began in 1976. 
A student quintet is coming with 
the ABQ, so there will be ten horns 
blowing simultaneously in this con-
cert finale.

Tuesday, July 9 concert 
pianist Joyce Yang, known as “the 
most gifted pianist of her genera-
tion” and a favorite in Salida, re-
turns for her sixth appearance 
since 2007.  This concert is under-
written by Collegiate Peaks Bank 
of Salida.

Thursday, July 18 pianist 
Simone Dinnerstein teams up with 
singer, song-writer Tift Merritt in 
a combined classical/folk music 
concert. Dinnerstein, who thrilled 
the Salida audience in 2011 with 

her new Bach interpretations, has 
made a new recording with Tift 
Merritt which explores the sonic 
landscape between classic and folk.

Tuesday, July 23 features pi-
anist Anton Nel, a native of South 
Africa, playing music of Haydn, De-
bussy, Granados and Schubert. Nel 
has soloed with many of the world’s 
great orchestras.

Monday, July 29 is opera 
night starring three vocalists and 
an accompanist from the Aspen 
Festival opera company.

Thursday, August 1, Edgar 
Meyer, the classical double bass 
player and composer who packed 
the house when he performed here 
in 2006, returns to Salida with 
friends from Aspen.  The New Yor-
ker called Meyer “the most remark-
able virtuoso” in the history of the 
instrument. Tickets for this special 
concert, which was arranged after 
booking the regular season, cost 
$20.  Collegiate Peaks Bank is un-
derwriting this concert also. 

Saturday, August 10 the 
series ends with a classical guitar 
concert by Colin Davin and fellow 
guitar players from Aspen. 

Since its inception in the sum-
mer of 1976 the Salida Aspen Con-
certs series has partnered with the 
world-famous Aspen Music Festi-
val and School where internation-
ally acclaimed artists come to teach 
and perform with rising stars in 
their field.

For concert information and 
updates or to make a donation, call 
719-539-6467; or go online to www.
SalidaAspenConcerts.org.

The Steel Horse Grill opens 
in Villa Grove

by Leigh Mills
If you are a carnivore, you’re 

going to love the Steel Horse Grill 
in Villa Grove, CO.  Newly opened 
in May, this restaurant offers a 
cozy, casual setting with a large 
patio and a down-home menu with 
out-of-this-world flavors.  

Owners Ami and Phil Hooper 
moved to the San Luis Valley three 
years ago from Tul-
sa, OK.   It was Phil’s 
concept to have a 
venue with outdoor 
seating where folks 
can enjoy a mouth-
watering, freshly 
ground rib-eye burg-
er.  They spent years 
looking for the right 
place and found 
heaven in northern 
Saguache County.  
Ami has an artistic 
background, work-
ing years in advertis-
ing and design.  Her 
creative touch can 
been seen in the res-
taurant’s comforta-
ble décor and tasted 
in the fabulous recipes.  Ami has al-
ways enjoyed cooking and the menu 
items are influenced by her grand-
mother and mother, who taught her 
to be fearless in the kitchen.

The menu at the Steel Horse 
grill is small, with its signature 
item being a ½ pound burger made 
with freshly ground rib-eye.  It’s 
not your usual burger, no lettuce 
or tomato accompanies it.  Instead, 
it comes with potato wedges made 
from locally grown potatoes, grilled 
onions, and your choice of one of 
six, homemade house sauces.  You 
may add cheese, 6 flavors available, 
or additional toppings like grilled 
mushrooms, onion straws, bacon, 
or a fried egg.  There are also ribs, 
BBQ chicken and a Portobello sand-
wich.  

The “Starters, Sides, and 
Small Plates” section of their 
menu adds another dimension of 
exceptional flavor and Ami’s BBQ 
Beans are a meal in-and-of them-
selves.  The recipe came from Ami’s 

Grandmother and is a tasty blend 
of beans, bacon, ground rib-eye, on-
ions, spices and a couple of secret 
ingredients.  There are also Pep-
per Poppers – “Sweet cherry pep-
pers stuffed with cream cheese and 
a tame jalapeno slice, wrapped in 
bacon and grilled”.  The coleslaw 
is mixed fresh every order with a 
special homemade dressing and 

the Bacon and Blue Meatballs are 
made with ground rib-eye stuffed 
with blue cheese and wrapped 
with bacon.  Other sides and small 
plates include:  Cheezy and regu-
lar Potato Wedges, Loaded Baked 
Potato Salad, Chicken Pasta salad, 
(as a side or meal), and a Grilled 
Cheese Sandwich.  The potatoes 
are locally grown and everything 
on the menu is homemade and very 
fresh.  I tasted a few of these items 
and loved every bite!

Beer and wine is available 
and they plan to have live, local 
entertainment on Saturday nights 
throughout the summer.   The 
Steel Horse Grill is located right 
by the highway in Villa Grove, on 
the south-west side of town.  Their 
hours are Thursday-Monday, noon-
8pm.  Check them out on Facebook, 
YELP, and TripAdvisor.  You can 
also call at 719-655-2004 or go to 
SteelHorseGrill.com for more in-
formation.   

Ormus is a superconductor. These elements resonate with the primal energy, the zero 
point  from which all life originates and which is a quantum potential of possibilities. 
Ormus is one with this endless source of energy, which  can be found in the air, the soil, 
plants, stones and the sea.

Orbitally Rearranged Monatomic Elements or ORMEs originate in the Mineral 
Kingdom, and are the foundation of ORMUS.  These ORMEs are captured by the salt 
crystals harvested from the planet’s oceans.  Some of the known ORMUS m-state 
elements are Cobalt, Nickel, Copper, Ruthenium, Rhodium, Palladium, Silver, 
Osmium, Iridium, Platinum, and Gold yet are NOT in their metallic form and all have 
a place in our physical well being.

Tomatoes Grown with Gaia’s 
Harvest Ormus

Gardening in the San Luis Valley, with its 
short season and sandy soils, requires 
gardeners to use all the best tools available 
to them to ensure a successful and 
bountiful harvest.

Ormus should be one of those “can’t live 
without” tools! 

All crops benefit from the addition of the 
monatomics to one’s gardening arsenal.

Always dilute Ormus with water prior to 
use. 
Use at a concentration at 1% strength. One 
gallon of Ormus added to 128 gallons of 
water equals a 1% solution. The Ormus 
water mixture can be used two to five times 
per growing season here in the  Valley.

For more information visit us:  
www.BlueWaterAlchemy.com

BlueWaterAlchemy@gmail.com
P.O. Box 1104

Crestone, Colorado 81131-1104
You can buy the Ormus at

                        The Elephant Cloud Teahouse 

Blue Water Alchemy
Ormus

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.SalidaAspenConcerts.org
http://www.SalidaAspenConcerts.org
http://www.BlueWaterAlchemy.com
mailto:BlueWaterAlchemy@gmail.com
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UFOs and our 
evolution

 In the book. The Emergence 
of the Cosmic Psyche: UFOs and 
ETs from the Perspective of Depth 
Psychology  Bernice Hill, a  Jun-
gian analyst, gives an account of 
how she was drawn to explore the 
mysteries  of UFOs and extrater-
restrial visitation. The uninvited 
“allure” into this strange field was 
stirred by the dreams and stories 
of her clients. The consistent mes-
sage she heard was of ETs concern 
for our Earth which paralleled her 
own deep worry gained earlier 
when she worked in the Canadian 
Department of Defense studying 
the damaging effects of atomic ra-
diation on living cells.

Bernice was aware that C. G. 
Jung had published, a few years 
before his death, Flying Saucers: A 
Modern Myth of Things Seen in the 
Sky. In it, he expressed his intui-
tion that there was a profound con-
nection between the “appearance” 
of UFOs and the loss of soul in our 
modern, materialistic culture.

Her own adventure was deep-
ened by a series of synchronicities. 
In 1996 she attended a conference 
on a Lakota reservation in South 
Dakota. Leaders from seventeen 
worldwide indigenous tribes shared 
their sacred knowledge of extrater-
restrials and their collective con-
cern about our deteriorating planet. 
In that meeting, she was inspired 
by participation in a ritual from the 
Maori grandmothers of New Zea-
land. Its focus was on activating the 
archetypal Feminine Way of Know-
ing—so essential for balance if our 
Earth is to heal. Subsequent to this, 
she felt “called” to take circles of 
women on pilgrimage to Peru, New 
Zealand, and Egypt. 

From this and other experi-
ences the author looked at the larg-
er UFO/ET picture. 

Two themes emerged. The 
first is how contact opens us to 
deeper realms of experience, where 
matter and energy dance together. 
The second is the natural align-
ment that the Feminine has with 
these deeper understandings. 

Bernice will speak of these is-
sues on July 18 at 7pm at the Birch 
St. Studio.

  

The All Souls’ 
Waiting Room: 
A Black Comedy 
About Karma and 
Killing Yourself

Paki S. Wright, editor of the 
online journal Bohemian Buddhist 
Review, has just re-launched her au-
tobiographical novel, The All Souls’ 
Waiting Room, as an ebook available 
from Amazon Kindle. Still available 
in paperback, the ebook’s new sub-
title is “A Black Comedy about Kar-
ma and Killing Yourself.” It’s contro-
versial because, as Wright says, “It 
needs to get noticed.”

As a troubled teenager growing 
up in New York’s Greenwich Village 
in a group of radical Reichian free-
thinkers, Wright tried to kill herself; 
as an adult Buddhist writer, she 
decided to write about overcoming 
her suicidal impulses and reaching 
out to others in what is now called 
“the silent epidemic.” The number of 
teenage suicides, as well as suicide 
across the generations, is rising. 

Suicide is the third leading 
cause of death for ages 10-24, ac-
cording to data from the Center 
for Disease Control from the early 
2000’s. The World Health Organiza-
tion has seen upward trends around 
the world: “Although traditionally 
suicide rates have been highest 
among the male elderly, rates among 
young people have been increasing 
to such an extent that they are now 
the group at highest risk in a third 
of countries, in both developed and 
developing countries. In the last 45 
years suicide rates have increased 
by 60% worldwide.”

“Too many kids—and grown-
ups—are falling into despair these 
days. I want to shed some light, 
preferably with humor, on a very 
dark subject,” says Wright. “In Bud-
dhism, there really is no such thing 
as total lights out.”

Ms. Wright has been published 
in The New York Times Book Review, 
the Marin Independent-Journal, 
California Living, and was a column-
ist for the Pulitzer-winning Pt. Reyes 
Light. Norman Solomon, syndicated 
columnist, said, “Both an audacious 
send-up and terribly serious, The 
All Souls’ Waiting Room is a place 
of harsh realities and transcendent 
possibilities.” American Book Award 
winner Michael Nagler said, “Don’t 
be fooled by the uproarious humor. 
The All Souls’ Waiting Room is a 
penetrating social commentary writ-
ten by a wide-eyed young witness.”

Paki S. Wright.

Jungian Analyst, Dr. Bernice Hill

The Crestone Experience
• Spend 3 Days of Activation in one of the Most Potent  

Spiritual Vortexes on the Planet
• Experience the Unified Field of Co-Creation

• Dance Peace into the World

~ Bernie Heideman ~ Sky Majida ~ Wonder Bob ~
(Free Camping)

3-Day Retreat in Crestone, CO
July 25th - Community Dance (by donation)

July 26th-28th - Event $75
~  Nature Awareness (Sacred Passage) ~

~ Buddhist Practice (Big Stupa) ~ 
~ Zoroastrian Dance (Ziggurat) ~

Registration:  719-937-3052      wonder_bob@msn.com  •  conscious-heart.org

Dances of Universal Peace

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

Your Local Independent GIA Consultants

Call one of us today for information about our
July GIA presentations - July 2, 9, 20 and 29.

Come discover what the  GIA’buzz’ is all about! 

719-937-7758        719-937-7801 

719-937-7786    

Lanelle LovelaceCindy Reinhardt

Dorje & Don Root David Burrill
719-588-6961

mailto:wonder_bob@msn.com
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
It was a different world back 

then. When Willy McDowell’s 
mother moved her family to Cre-
stone in the late 1940s after her 
husband died, only a few dozen 
people lived here. Many of the 
men worked for the cattle ranch 
west of town, since the mines had 
mostly closed. No one had electric-
ity. There was no fire truck, just a 
bucket brigade. The train still ran 
between Alamosa and Salida, stop-
ping at Moffat. Babies were born at 
home and all the kids attended the 
two-room community school.

“There for a while, there was 
not too much going on,” Willy says 
of his years in Crestone as a boy 
and young man. Now, with a halo 
of unruly white hair and long white 
sideburns, the 78-year-old retired 
county employee sits in a recliner 
in the house he built 20-some years 
ago on Golden Avenue—right next 
door to where the house once stood 
where he grew up and where he 
and his late wife Edith raised their 
children.

This Fourth of July will see 
Willy holding an honored place in 
Crestone’s Independence Day pa-
rade as it passes beside his house 
and winds through town. As Grand 
Marshall, he represents the mix-
ture of old times and new, memo-
ries, dreams and continuous chang-

es that make up the character and 
soul of this place. “There’s only 
three people in town who’ve been 
here any length of time: me, Jim-
my Hollmer and Johnny Hayes,” 
he says. “Me and Jimmy Hollmer 
grew up together. We had a lot of 
fun, a lot of good old memories.”

West from Kentucky
Willy was born in Critten-

don County in eastern Kentucky 
in 1935. His father, Delmer Mc-
Dowell, was a farmer who married 
Mary Lucille Melton in 1926. As a 

young man Delmer was diagnosed 
with leukemia and the family 
moved to Colorado for his health. 
They lived for a short time in Idaho 
Springs, west of Denver, and Delm-
er died in 1941. A few years later 
Mary brought her four children to 
Crestone, where her mother-in-law 
lived. The Rocky Mountains were 
an impressive sight for a South-
ern-born boy. “All them mountains 
back in Kentucky, they’re just like 
gopher hills, little rises,” he says, 
smiling. “I love the mountains here. 
Like my step-dad always said, as 
long as I can look out and see the 
mountains, I’m happy.” 

The mountains were Willy’s 
playground as a boy. He and Jim-
my Hollmer hunted deer and rab-
bits, and in winter the kids in town 
would haul their sleds up North 
Crestone Creek and ride them 
down the frozen, snow-covered wa-
terway. “We’d go up where there 
was a big waterfall and we’d knock 
a hole in the ice so the water would 
come out on a flat part of the creek 
and refreeze smooth and we could 
skate,” he recalls. “Back then the 
snow came and it stayed all winter. 
The weather’s all crazy now.”

One unforgettable event in 
Willy’s youth was a day in the 
late 1950s when the community 
church burned down. It was just 
before the annual Christmas pro-

gram was to take place, 
and the church was 
adorned with decora-
tions. Costumes for 
the Christmas pageant 
were ready and Alfred 
Collins, who owned and 
ran the cattle ranch on 
the Baca Grant, had 
purchased gifts for all 
the children in town. 
When fire broke out, the 
bucket brigade could 
not save the church. 
But the townspeople 
and Collins pitched in 
to replace the gifts, and 
the Christmas party 
was held at the commu-
nity school.

Work and play 
in the old days

Entertainment for 
Crestone teens in those 
days was catch-as-
catch-can, Willy says. 
“We did this, that and 
the other, not much of 
anything.” The movie 
theater in Saguache 

was operating, and sometimes there 
were dances in Hooper. Through 
his teen years Willy worked vari-
ous jobs, putting up hay at the 
ranch and cutting blocks of ice from 
the North Crestone Creek spillway 
for the ice house run by “old man 
Wirick,” who owned the merchan-
dise store in the corner building 
now housing Crestone Town Hall. 
After graduating from high school 
in Moffat, Willy spent four years in 
the Navy, stationed in Maine.

Edith Pottberg’s family lived 

in Alamosa, and she and Willy 
met through mutual friends. She 
worked for many years for a group 
of doctors in Alamosa, while Willy 
joined Saguache County as an 
equipment operator, doing snow 
removal and grading roads. Of the 
couple’s four children, Steve lives 
in Crestone and along with his 
wife, Elaine Johnson, owns and 

runs the Crestone Mercantile and 
Hardware. Marsha lives in Hooper, 
Mylan (Moe) is in Japan where his 
wife is stationed in the military, 
and Kevin lives in Fort Collins.

The old and new
Willy retired from the county 

in 1992, two years before Edith 
passed away. These days, he says, 
“I piddle around, split wood, put 
wood in the shed, clean the yard.” 
But much of that activity is mark-
ing time until he can get back to 
what he really enjoys: building a 
1925-era Model T convertible tour-
ing car. He’s been working on it for 

years. He acquired a frame and 
built the body and seats from three-
quarter-inch high quality plywood, 
spending many hours first cutting 
and perfecting patterns in cheap 
plywood. Eventually he wants to 
add a cloth convertible roof and 
paint the body shiny black. A friend 
in Alamosa, John Davis, is restor-
ing the motor. “I wish it would be 

ready for July 4, but I don’t think it 
will be,” Willy says.

The Model T—once new, 
then broken down, now slowly be-
ing rebuilt—is a reminder of how 
everything continues to change. 
Buildings in Crestone have come 
and gone. Some, including the old 
train depot, which Willy remem-
bers, burned down, while others 
were torn down and replaced. Some 
changes Willy mourns; others are 
okay. “I’ve thought about moving,” 
he says, “but where would I go? I 
like to look at that old hill up there.”

Willy McDowell with one of his old trucks in 2004.

Who We Are
Willy McDowell remembers Crestone 
in earlier days

Willie McDowell relaxing on his porch.

Willie McDowell standing at his gate. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Current & ongoing studies
Looking back over the many 

eras of Indian mythological his-
tory, from the ancient Vedic to the 
Upanishadic, to the Puranic, to 
the Darshanas and beyond to the 
innumerable religious sects of the 
Classical and Medieval periods of 
Hinduism, we see that there has 
been virtually a new pantheon of 
divinities for each period. And if 
we study their symbolic represen-
tations and significances along the 
lines we have noted in the writings 
of Sri Aurobindo on the powers and 
presences of the Divine Mother, we 
might conclude that that there is 
a divine form and name for every 
quality of mind, life, and body, and 
every type of phenomenon and force 
and value and event on earth or in 
heaven. If we extend our purview 
to the myths of Buddhism, or to the 
cults of Persia, Egypt and Greece, 
the compass of representation is 
expanded to infinity. And still, for 
each of those names and forms that 
symbolize universal powers and 
principles, there is another infin-
ity of actual entities with limited 
duration in space and time, known 
to us directly through experience 
as “things”, and “processes”. The 
value of this perspective is that we 
see things, not so much in terms of 
their limited temporal qualities, 
which are illusive and ever-chang-

ing, but in terms of the unchanging, 
eternal principles of which they are 
the temporal expression. This is 
the “spiritual” view of things, by 
which consciousness is led towards 
immortality. 

This is the substance of the 
teachings of the Upanishads, and 
in particular the Kena Upanishad, 
which has been the focus of a series 
of presentations at the Sri Aurob-
indo Learning Center during May 
and June, and will also be the fo-
cus of our annual Savitri Immer-
sion Workshop in August this year. 
And in this study we discover that 
the philosophy of The Life Divine, 
which is to a large extent an evo-
lutionary spiritual philosophy, has 
its roots in the mythical revela-
tions of the Vedas and Upanishads. 
The “transformation of conscious-
ness” that is prescribed by the In-
tegral Yoga of Sri Aurobindo, and 
the vision of a further evolution of 
humanity based on such a trans-
formation, has its roots in the idea 
of the Upanishads that our senses, 
and the physical organs that sup-
port the senses, are themselves en-
ergies and forms of the gods, just 
as are the forms and forces of na-
ture that the senses perceive and 
the mind comprehends. There are 
ultimately only these two: the self 
(consciousness) and the gods (the 
forms and forces of nature).

Sri Aurobindo Learning Center 

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram news
by Ramloti
Our 5th annual on-line Fundraising Auction was in June and was a 

great success.  We want to thank all of you who supported it with dona-
tions, bids, and referrals.  We could not have done it with out your help.

The big event in July is our 13th annual Family Week with our chil-
dren’s camp, which runs from Tuesday, July 30 through Friday, August 2.  
The program runs from 10am until 1pm.  A parent or guardian is required 
to be on the premise at all times.  We really appreciate you letting us know 
if your child is going to attend so that we have the appropriate amount of 
counselors and supplies.  Please call 719-256-4108 or email us at info@
babajiashram.org.  The children’s program is a free gift to the community 
from the ashram.

This makes it convenient for adults to take Sofia Diaz’s incredible 
workshop on “Stillness—The Divine Mother as Fullness of Witness & Lu-
minous Emptiness” which will be running at the same time as our chil-
dren’s camp. This is a very special time that Sofia donates to the Ashram.  
We are deeply grateful to her for bringing her insight, wisdom, and amaz-
ing group facilitation skills to the Ashram.  The suggested donation for 
this workshop is $108 with partial scholarships available.  Please call the 
Ashram at 719-256-4108 with questions or to reserve a space.  For more 
information on Sofia, go to Sofiayoga.com.

Our new-moon fire ceremony this month is on Monday, July 8 and 
the full-moon fire ceremony is on Monday, July 22.  The fire ceremonies 
begin at 10am and are followed by a meal.  The full-moon in July is Guru 
Purnima, the day you honor your teacher.  We will begin at 9am with a 
paduka puja before the fire ceremony.  Morning aarati is at 7am with even-
ing aarati at 6pm. Each morning at 6:30am there is a paduka puja (wash-
ing of Shri Babaji’s sandals) in His kutir (just to the west of the temple), 
followed by chandan.  There is often a small daily fire ceremony at 8am.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day from 10am until 5pm. 
We invite you to come in and if you mention that you are an Eagle reader, 
we will happily give you a 10% discount on your purchases, excluding sale 
items.  We are continually receiving new supplies in the shop and we deep-
ly appreciate your support.  You can view most of our shop inventory on the 
website at http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com/ in its inviting new format.

Please visit our website at www.babajiashram.org to find out more 
about the ashram and its schedule. We also invite you to visit the ashram 
at any time.  We love to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s home with others. 
Just drop by or give us a call at 719-256-4108.  

Sofia Diaz leads an amazing workshop on “Stillness - The Divine Mother as Fullness 
of Witness & Luminous Emptiness” on Tuesday July 30 through Friday, August 2, from 
10am-1pm at the Ashram. 
 

Perfumes, silk scarves, wool shawls, 
jewelry, saris, incense, candles, tapes, 
books, purses, bronze murtis, stone 

statuary, & other great gift items too.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

New Hours: 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

Email: shop@BabajiAshram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Celebrating 
Ashram Family 

Week
July 30 - Aug. 2
All used suits and 
saris 50% off the 
month of July.

 CRESTONE ARTISTS GROUP
We are looking for business and individual sponsors for our October 
OPEN STUDIOS TOUR.  There will be four levels of donations and 

each donor will be mentioned in all our marketing.

Please contact Ish or Robin at: crestoneartists@gmail.com - www.crestoneartists.com

CATEGORIES:
$ 25 BELIEVER       $ 50 ANGEL       $100 MANIFESTER       $100+ VISIONARY

Your donations will be greatly appreciated and go towards the 
Crestone Artists Open Studios Tour.

Thanks to the businesses and individuals that have already contributed!

STILL MOUNTAIN 
                      Acupuncture

 719-256-4775

Classical Five-Element

Jan Foster Miiller, L.Ac.  

Call today to learn how acupuncture can help you.
now offering massage therapy - 30 yrs. experience

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

a reporter’s blog…

MountainSide Massage & Colonics

Same Great Services - 
in a NEW CRESTONE setting!
Upstairs at 110 N. Alder - above Farm Table

book your appointment now 
• Chi Nei Tsang • Colon Hydro Therapy
• Therapeutic Bodywork 

970.290.7710
AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom.blogspot.com

MountainSide Massage & Colonics
Anna Louise Stewart  •  CMT, CCT

http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com/
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:shop@BabajiAshram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
mailto:crestoneartists@gmail.com
http://www.crestoneartists.com
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
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by Joyce Meyer
It’s time for a change!
Have you ever heard someone 

say, “Something needs to change!” 
Or maybe you’ve said it yourself. It’s 
easy to feel this way when life gets 
stressful and we’re overwhelmed, 
like when our schedules are too full, 
we’re working too hard, and we have 
too many commitments.

So what do we do when life is 
out of order and we need a change? 
Much of the time we complain and 
say we want change, yet we don’t do 
anything about it. We know some-
thing needs to change, but we get 
stuck in procrastination or a passive 
mode, waiting for someone else to do 
what we need to do. Some people get 
angry, some have a victim mental-
ity and blame others for their mess, 
some get depressed, and others just 
sink into self-pity.

What we need to do during 
these times is get stirred up with a de-
termination that comes from the Holy 
Spirit in us and declare, “I’m going to 
do what I can do to change this!” 

Let go of the past and get a 
new beginning

I was in my late thirties when 
my eyes were opened to truth in God’s 
Word that showed me I wasn’t living 
the abundant life Jesus died for me 
to have. I had a very negative mind-
set and was miserable most of the 
time because of the abuse I had ex-
perienced throughout my childhood. 
But as I spent time studying the 
Word, I began to see that I needed to 
do something besides complain about 
my past. I realized that I needed to 
change, and I needed the power of 
God’s Word to work in me so I could 
change the way I think and talk, and 
so I could get a godly attitude. It was 
time for a new beginning in my life!

Isaiah 43:18-19 says, “Do not 
[earnestly] remember the former 

t h i n g s ; 
n e i t h e r 
consider 
the things 
of old. Be-
hold, I am doing a new thing! Now it 
springs forth; do you not perceive and 
know it and will you not give heed to 
it? . . . ” (AMP). This made me realize 
that I couldn’t get those years back 
that were filled with abuse and make 
them right, but I could get them off 
my mind.

God is doing a new thing! No-
tice that in this scripture He says “I 
am doing a new thing,” not “I will” or 
“I could” or “I might.” God has good 
plans for our lives and He wants to 
do a new thing in us and through us 
today. But if you’re stuck in the past, 
thinking about the bad things that 
happened to you or the things you 
regret and can’t do anything about, 
then you won’t see what God is doing 
right now.

How do we change?
1. We hear the truth in God’s 

Word and we’re convicted by it. It’s 
the Word that shows us who we 
are and reveals the sin in our lives. 
We have to realize what we’re do-
ing wrong before we can know what 
needs to change and how.

2. Then we repent of our sin. 
Being repentant means we’re sin-
cerely sorry and willing to turn away 
from it.

3. The next step is to study the 
Word in the area we need change. For 
example, if I have a problem with an-
ger, I need to study scriptures about an-
ger and forgiveness. Use the Word like 
medicine and take it into your heart 
and mind. There is power in God’s 
Word to bring change to our souls!

God will reward you
Change is a process, and it’s of-

ten a lengthy one. It usually doesn’t 
happen overnight, but if we’re de-
termined to trust God and obey His 
Word, He will be faithful to give us 
the grace and strength we need to do 
what we can do and experience the 
changes He has for us. The key is 
for us to focus on God and the good 
things. Don’t get stuck in your past, 
mourning for things you can’t change 
or get back.

Remember that God “is a re-
warder of those who diligently seek 
Him” (Hebrews 11:6 NKJV). He is a 
God of justice and recompense, and 
He wants to give you a twofold bless-
ing for your trouble (see Isaiah 61:7-
8). God loves you! Seek Him diligent-
ly and experience the righteousness, 
peace and joy He wants you to have 
today.

Sunday Services                                         
Bible Study Thursdays at Pastor's Home                          
Prayer Services Mon & Fri                       
Food Bank Tuesdays
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
"Clap for the Lord" Free Lunches ~ Mon-Fri
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday
Shabbat Celebration every 1st Friday

Joyce Meyer Article
Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way
3:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm

11 am-2 pm
8:00 am
6:30 pm

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 256-4277
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

YES:  Your Empowerment Solutions
YES is a supportive place to dream, envision, explore, discover and 

grow . . .
YES opened its doors on April 26, welcoming our friends to participate 

in serving Crestone, the Baca Grande, Saguache County, and San Luis Val-
ley communities.  Thanks to all our visitors and new Sustaining Partners!  
It was exciting to share the work we’ve done to rehab the building and we 
received wonderful feedback about the improvements.

The mission of YES is to provide a place for community services, so-
cial engagement, and lifelong learning opportunities. 

Our aim is to create an empowering environment to support indi-
viduals and groups to grow, connect, and discover.  We offer programs to 
guide and develop character, support positive life experience, sharpen cog-
nitive skills, respect and responsibility, manage emotions, and plan for the 
future.  Our target population has evolved over the past year.  Initially 
focused on youth, we have expanded to include all community members: 
youth, families, adults, and seniors.  Our goal is to: connect, collaborate, 
learn, support, and explore together.

YES provides Crestone access:  Call us for community resources and 
information to foster community ties and collaboration with community 
partners. New skills to learn or share; volunteer opportunities; life long 
learning adventures; center for community-based services such as indi-
vidual and group counseling, suicide awareness (SafeTALK with Laurel 
Carter ASU), certified suicide intervention (Judie Rose/Safiya Balekian 
ASIST certified), ShareGroups (informal groups organized around a com-
mon interest), crisis information and resources, and community service 
hours (referred by courts and under the supervision of Judie Rose). 

YES offers opportunities for youth seeking answers about their future 
through personality assessments, personality-compatible career guidance, 
mentoring, basic life skills and character building. 

YES office is a safe place for strengthening families:  Mothers-with-
young-children Group (Thursdays 5pm-6pm), an open group that started 
May 2 with Therese Peloquin & John Kadela; and concurrent Kids Group 
with Whitney Glenn (all facilitators are with SLV Mental Health Center);  
information sharing for homeless resources; evidence-based parenting 
workshops and sharegroups; foster care information workshops (with Su-
sie Jordan, SCDSS)                

YES is senior support services: help finding resources and assistance, 
help filling out/explaining forms (e.g. Medicare), ShareGroups specifically 
addressing the questions and concerns unique to aging, book club, card 
club, brain games and other social activities, group excursions! 

Call for details on July events:  
• Crestone End Of Life Project information and assistance with 

forms with Rainbow Adler on July 13 noon-5pm at YES office.  
• Men’s group forming with John Kadela.  If you are interested, call 

YES 
• Communication group is in the works.  Call for more information
We invite you to stop by the YES offices at 67487 Cty Rd T (next to the 

Baca Grande Library) or give us a call: 719-YES-7788 to inquire about de-
tails of our programs and services, to volunteer, make suggestions, or seek 
assistance.  We are in the office from 10am-4pm Monday through Friday.  
In an emergency, we can be reached by phone anytime.  We look forward to 
working with you!

Moving Up Higher
Enjoying everyday life

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER
CASUAL DINING

4-6 PM NIGHTLY
SENIOR SPECIALS

$7.99 INCLUDING DESSERT

Galena & Alder     719.937.7800

 

 

Check the Farm Table Facebook page 
for information and specials!

NEW HOURS!
8am TO 8pm TUesday-saturday

closed SUNDAY & monday 

Friday Nights:
all you can eat fish & chips & clam chowder

Saturday Nights:
garlic-roasted prime rib

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Michael Onewing (MO:) de-
buts with the Company of Play-
ers’ next production on September 
20 and 21, Stories from the Edge. 
Dom Spillane, her husband, also 
joins the company as stage man-
ager. Michael is the first player to 
debut under the company’s new di-
rection; see William Howell’s arti-
cle, “Stories From The Edge: New 
Directions For The Company Of 
Players”. Ammi Kohn (AK:), past 
producer of StoryVille, is the inter-
viewer.

AK:  Which books did you like 
as a child?

MO: A book about a wild rab-
bit named Clover, Little Town on 
the Prairie and Jack London’s Call 
of the Wild, which Mother read  
aloud when I was six. One of my 
performance pieces in Stories from 

the Edge is about a wolf in the wil-
derness of British Columbia.

AK: What about wolves is 
compelling for you? 

MO: Wild and free compels 
me. I grew up in a tiny mountain 
community in Northern California 
with the nearest neighbor a mile 
distant. I spent most waking hours 
outdoors, wild and free.

AK: Your stories will also be 
about invisibility; an interesting 
combination.

MO:  As a child I loved watch-
ing and listening to guests, without 
being seen; I sat behind chairs or 
in a closet of under a bed. I have 
two sisters and a brother; we were 
raised to be quiet and inconspicu-
ous. We all grew up to be outspoken 
and conspicuous, though I still en-
joy being invisible, at times.

AK:  When did telling stories 
become important in your life?

 MO:  In 1972 my husband 
who was a legislative aide, our 
three daughters, a huge dog, and  I, 
dropped out, becoming back-to-the-
landers, settling in a remote val-
ley of the Coast Range Mountains 
of British Columbia. Frank and 
I were 28 years old.  We were 140 
miles from the nearest town, had 
no electricity, radio or TV.  Running 
water was the icy river, flowing fif-
teen feet from our shack. Storytell-
ing was a big part of that lifestyle.          

AK: How did your storytelling 
to groups begin?

MO: I was invited to tell a 
story for “Native American History 

Day” at a little elementary school, 
after returning to California from 
Canada. That story was about a 
conversation with a rattlesnake. 

AK: The Company of Players 
is a much different experience.

MO:  I love being a part of 
a group rather than solo. In the 
weeks before July 13, when we 
begin regular rehearsals, we get 
together every Sunday evening, 
taking turns facilitating a variety 
of programs, telling stories, laugh-
ing and crying, as we hang  out on 
the edge. Fun and intimacy are the 
richest parts for me.

AK:  The stories in the new 
production are not all autobio-
graphical. Does this change the 
storytelling ambience for you?

MO:  All stories have the po-
tential for giving insights into hu-
manity, myself and life on the plan-
et. I enjoy the mix. The ambience 
will be powerful and interesting.

AK:  Anything else?
MO:  Encouragement for the 

young to join the old and the mid-

dle agers in the feast of stories we’ll 
hear at Stories from the Edge in 
September. It will be wonderful to 
have children in the audience, lis-
tening fervently to the funny, the 
fascinating, the sad, the colorful 
tales of our lives and  cultures.

A Company of Players interview with Michael Onewing




























 





 


 




 


 




 





 


Michael Onewing

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Specializing in: ®Toftness, Chiropractic, SOT, Cranial Manipulation,

Low Level Laser, Acupuncture, Five Element Acupuncture
Neuromuscular Therapy/Soft Tissue Manipulation, Extremity Adjusting, 
Nutrition, Applied Kineseology, Biotherapeutic Drainage, and Saliva Testing

Dr. Julie Addante is seeing patients on Tuesdays by appointment
Baca Grande Professional Building - 43 Camino Baca Grande

Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC
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Crestone residents will soon 
be able to experience the rejuve-
nating effects of the most advanced 
light energy products available.  
On July 24, at the Elephant Cloud 
Studio from 5-9 pm, The Crestone 
Oasis is hosting “Living the Light 
Life,” an event to introduce this 
cutting edge technology created by 
Elan Energetics to our area resi-
dents and healers. 

“We are human photocells 
whose ultimate biological nutrient 
is light,” says Dr. Gabriel Cous-
ens. “Light therapy has been used 
for years by physicians, hospitals, 
clinics and even NASA.”  mcw.edu/
neurology/facult/HsrryWhelan.
htm.  “It represents a quantum 
leap in medicine,” says Dr. Harry 
T. Whelan, a leading researcher in 
the field.  “LED’s (Light Emitting 
Diodes) are a safe, non-invasive 
way to enlighten cells and reduce 
stress.”

As years go by,” explains Kai-
rina Danforth, owner of The Cre-
stone Oasis and licensed aesthe-
tician, “we wonder, what if there 
were a way to feel great today, a 
way to feel more energy, more joy-
ful, more connected to our family 
and surroundings . . . I have been 
amazed at these and more ben-
eficial effects from using the Elan 
technology, and am thrilled to be 
able to share this experience.”  

Highlighting the event will be 

the presentation of Tinka Smith, 
internationally recognized indus-
try pioneer.  The event is compli-
mentary and open to the public.  
It includes doTerra certified pure 
grade essential oils used in com-
bination with the light for an alto-
gether amazing wellness session.

Call 256-5445 to sign up for a 
free 20-minute session and experi-
ence its beneficial effects.

The Crestone Oasis to host
‘Living the Light Life’ event July 24

by Ish
1/ Cash: A couple winds up with a case full of mon-

ey (a seeming windfall) just as their ends become harder 
to meet. Their big prize turns out to be a nemesis as they 
learn it belongs to a criminal’s brother who is in jail.  
A fun crime thriller with Sean Bean, Chris Hemsworth 
and others.

2/ Friends with Benefits: A fun romantic comedy develops when 
two busy singles agree to include sex in their friendship . . . less the emo-
tions, commitment and complications.  But things get complicated as 
Justin Timberlake and Mila Kunis pursue their relationship and Jenna 
Elfman, Woody Harrelson and Emma Stone . . . pipe in for a fun picture.

3/ Touch: (12 Episodes) A young autistic child who doesn’t speak 
has the uncanny ability of predicting future events in the form of num-
bers, which need to be interpreted, figured out and eventually under-
stood. His father has the dubious responsibility of finally realizing he 
has to find the solutions to the numbers and do what is necessary. Keifer 
Sutherland plays the dad and Danny Glover is an academic who works 
with gifted children.

4/ Tai Chi Fist: This action packed story of love and heroism is a 
tale of a young tai chi master who battles corrupt officials and interna-
tional drug dealers, while trying to win the heart of a beautiful revolu-
tionary.  Directed by Yuen Woo Ping with his trademark wirework fight 
scenes, starring Jacky Chu, Billy Chow and others.

5/ Wallander: (9 Episodes) Here we have the great Kenneth 
Branagh playing a somewhat depressed and disillusioned police inspec-
tor in a beautiful area of southern Sweden. His neuroses is very much 
part of his character while he solves his cases of crime drama.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

Kairina Danforth is owner of The Crest-
one Oasis and a licensed aesthetician. 
 photo by Lori Nagel 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Seeing Spirit Healing offers 
an opportunity for immediate, 
powerful healing on an emotional, 
physical and spiritual level.  By 
accessing the Theta brain waves, 
Jennifer Dopierala witnesses Spir-
it’s energy, and allows Spirit to 
clearly reveal the healing that one 
is ready for, bringing profound and 
deep resolution.    

Clients often come to Jen with 
a physical ailment, such as sea-
sonal allergies, recurring shoulder 
pain or even canker sores.  But 
rarely is it truly a physical prob-
lem.  “We create ailments on the 
physical plane in order to wake 
ourselves up and pay attention to 
the deeper work we are here to do,” 
Jen explains.  “We are a product of 
generations of ancestors and their 
beliefs, as well as all that we’ve 
brought in from past lives.  Not 
to mention the trauma we’ve ex-
perienced in this life.”  Beliefs are 
seen by Jen on the DNA, and can 
be pulled and resolved with Spirit.   
“Beliefs are what influence every 
decision we make.  Sometimes they 

show up as physical, but they also 
influence our ability to have an 
open heart with our loved ones and 
community, or our ability to have 
abundance in our lives.  Learning 
to love ourselves can be as simple 
as pulling the beliefs that create 
shame and a feeling that we’re not 
worthy of love.”  

Many come to Jen to find clar-
ity as to what the next life step is, 
whether it be with work, relation-
ships, or even where to live.  She 
works with women who have been 
sexually abused.  For parents, Jen 
offers help for pregnant mothers to 
prepare for a smooth birth, post-
partum depression, and helping 
understand and bring healing to 
children both for behavior issues 
and physical illness.  

A student of the work herself, 
Jen describes it like peeling back 
the layers of an onion.  “I’ve worked 
with some issues my whole life.  I’ve 
needed to do several sessions over 
the years, each time looking at the 
issue in a deeper way.  Theta work 
has given me the perspective that 
I’ve needed in order to truly heal.”   

All sessions are strictly confi-
dential, and can be done by phone 
or in person.  For those who live in 
Crestone, Jen offers a substantial 
discount.  For more information or 
to contact Jen for a session, visit 
her website:  www.seeingspiritheal-
ing.com or call 719-937-1189.   

Jennifer 
Dopierala 
practices Seeing 
Spirit Healing

Kathleen Willow 
reopens her  
Crestone practice

Jennifer Dopierala.

 
  

 Seeing spirit healing 

                        
                       Connect with spirit to heal  

                             Uncover your truest self 

 

 

 
 www.seeingspirithealing.com • 719.937.1189 
  sessions available in person or by phone 
 

Seeing spirit healing 

 

For eight years massage ther-
apist Kathleen Willow has done 
the “Crestone Shuffle” . . . trave-
ling to Santa Fe and Vail for work 
to sustain her mountain life.  This 
month she is pleased to announce 
the grand re-opening of her local 
practice, bringing the richness of 
her twenty-two years of experi-
ence to Crestone/Baca residents 
and visitors.

For many years Kathleen’s 
deep love of the Earth has guided 
her career path.  Studies in botany 
at Ohio University led to work with 
Audubon, the National Park Ser-
vice, and as director of a city-wide 
neighborhood community garden-
ing program.  She heard the call 
of the mountains in her late 20’s 
and moved west to study massage, 
graduating in 1991 from Boulder 
School of Massage Therapy.  Since 
then she has gently woven the nat-
ural world into her massage prac-
tice with the use of aromatic botan-
ical oils and the healing energies 
of heated basalt and cooled marble 
stones.  Her years of work at Santa 
Fe’s Ten Thousand Waves Spa, the 
Spa at Vail Mountain Lodge, Vail 
Sports Medicine-Physical Therapy 
and as an an instructor of LaStone 
Therapy have been an incredible 
blessing.  Just the same, it is time, 
she says, to “more deeply inhabit 
my Crestone life”.  

Kathleen’s style of bodywork 

is, in a word, exquisite.  Profound-
ly influenced by Esalen Massage 
and the sacred art of Hawai’ian 
Lomi Lomi, she offers beautiful 
flowing full body massage as well 
as deeply specific neuromuscular 
work.  All treatments are a rhyth-
mic dance of highly effective tech-
niques guided by a mindful, intui-
tive presence.  Currently studying 
toward advanced certification in 
aromatherapy with Floracopeia’s 
David Crow and Jade Shutes, she 
soon will be offering aromatic con-
sultations and custom blending 
featuring Floracopeia’s extraor-
dinary collection of essential oils 
and other aromatic treasures.

With the vision of making 
exceptional bodywork available to 
all, Kathleen’s prices are compara-
ble with what she charged fifteen 
years ago in Santa Fe.  This month 
she will begin donating 3% of her 
massage income to organizations 
working toward the protection and 
preservation of our precious Moth-
er Earth.  Check out her ad for con-
tact information and a generous 
grand re-opening special!

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

Grand Re-Opening Special!
Extended relaxing foot

massage with any treatment.
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L I  C  E  N S  E  D   M A S  S  A G E    T  H E  R  A P  I  S  T

256-5165

Go wading.
Wade into the trenches as deep as you care, but be advised 
that leeches and other venemous creatures await.  A word 
before you do so, however: This is for the young that 
desire to become seasoned, and for the elders seeking a 
tonic.  Given that warning, I would still advise you to 
do so.  Unseasoned elders are sweet, most often even 
loveable, but rarely inspiring.  Cultivate some stories for 
your offspring, and some neon memories for your inner 
scrapbook.  Take 
some chances.

Corrective Bodywork 
for Pain Management  CO Reg. #1030

Kathleen Willow.

http://www.seeingspiritheal-ing.com
http://www.seeingspiritheal-ing.com
http://www.seeingspiritheal-ing.com
http://www.seeingspirithealing.com
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A review by 
Larry Joseph Calloway
Cloistered near Crestone, 

stranger in a strange land, sleep-
ing or perhaps not, Beverly Dono-
frio suddenly feels “a weight on 
the mattress, a tug at the sheet.”  
Then, in the words of her memoir, 
“The rapist hovers over my bed, 
and I wake myself screaming.” Her 
cell-size cabin at Nada, a Carmel-
ite Catholic hermitage, is isolated. 
Nobody can hear. “For a while, evil 
remains a presence in the room 
as real as a gaping door you know 
you’ve shut.”

Her reaction, which might 
come as a surprise to readers of her 
first memoir, the bestselling Riding 
In Cars With Boys, was prayer. She 
prayed to her beloved Mary, and 
she prayed the sacred words that 
monks sing to open each of their  
“hours” in Benedictine monaster-
ies:  “God, come to my assistance.  
Lord, make haste to help me.” She 
prayed for two hours until she was 
blessed with sleep.

Viking Press released her 
book in March with a long title:  
Astonished: a story of evil, bless-
ings, grace, and solace. It comes at 
a time of worldwide focus on issues 
in the Church including the status 
of women in the patriarchy. It co-
incides with recognition of the fif-
tieth anniversary of the women’s 
movement. But it is not polemical. 
It is a heartfelt testimonial by a 
writer with the verbal sensibility 
of a poet and the storytelling skill 
of a crime novelist.

The crime is rape. It hap-
pened to her at age 55 on the feast 
day of St. John of the Cross in San 
Miguel de Allende, the picturesque 
Spanish colonial town in Mexico fa-
vored by artistic expatriates. Dono-
frio had moved to there because of 
the advent of Mary in her life—
the Virgin of Guadalupe pervades 
Mexican culture. She adores her as 
“the feminine side of a God who is 
sexless . . . a kiss on the top of my 
head, the sun in my heart.”

After years of struggle begin-
ning in poverty as a teenage moth-
er in lower Manhattan in the drug-
saturated sixties, Donofrio now 
was able to build her own house 
and mingle daily with friends sip-
ping margaritas and learning to 
paint santos. But soon, in her 
words, “God began to fade like fab-
ric in the sun.” 

Her spiritual search began 
anew with weekend retreats at 
tiny Soledad monastery near San 
Miguel. She began searching for 

places in the United States where 
she might stay longer and “fall in 
love with Christ.” The night of the 
rape she had been on the internet, 
as she puts it, “looking for a monas-
tery to join, for Christ’s sake.” 

He was a barrel-like local 
man, a perverted serial rapist 
adept at breaking and entering, 
who preyed upon women in their 
fifties, beating those who resist-
ed. There had been a half dozen 
rapes, but the police were compla-
cent. When Donofrio awoke in her 
second-story bedroom with a knife 
at her throat she knew it was the 
town’s “one-man terrorist.” 

The trauma that replayed 
that first night at Nada several 
years later was another visit by,  in 
her words, “the evil that can come 
in dreams, in spirit, in the night, 
through fear.”

But there would be salvation. 
The book cover’s promise of  “bless-
ings, grace, and solace” is kept, and 
Donofrio lived it and wrote it dur-
ing a subsequent year in retreat at 
Nada (Spanish for “nothing,” with 
reference to the “Nothing but God” 
of San Juan de la Cruz). She con-
fesses:  “My younger, sexually ac-
tive, feminist self would have been 
horrified to see me sequestered in a 
shoe-box cabin in a monastery.” 

 Despite her reputation as the 
author of a memoir that became a 
“chick flick” in 2001 (starring Drew 
Barrymore as Beverly), her new 
one does not fit the feminist genre. 
For, just as the slogan of strident 
feminists fifty years ago was “The 
personal is political,”  in this heart-
felt book the personal is spiritual. 
And for an Italian-American girl, 
daughter of a police detective in 
Connecticut, the spiritual would be 
the Church. 

But as with many other 
thoughtful Catholic women, her 
writing pushes the boundaries. 
Take her impression of the en-
counter at the desert well where 
Jesus asks the woman of Samaria 
to bring him water (John 4: 5-42), 
usually viewed by (male) schol-
ars as important because it is the 
first direct revelation that Jesus is 
the Messiah and it shows his non-
discrimination. In Donofrio’s view, 
however, it is “a sexy scene.” 

She writes: “I think of the 
scene with the Samaritan woman, 
a disreputable woman, considered 
unclean, who Jesus talks to all 
alone, I think, a bit flirtatiously. 
He lets her know that he knows 
her, that he sees who she really is.” 
Donofrio is not alone in this inter-
pretation by women in the Church 
of a vulnerable God, the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus of St. Gertrude. 

It’s the spiritual the makes 
this book more than a story of 
crime and punishment. It is a sto-
ry of “the dark night of the soul,” 
in the words, again, of St. John of 
the Cross.  “Are these nightmares 
symptoms of post traumatic stress 
disorder,” she asks in her cell at 
a place called Nada, “or are they 
spiritual consolations, deepening 
my need for God? Is it possible for 
them to be both?”

Her answer to these questions 
is the true plot of this honest memoir. 

Astonished: a story of evil, blessings, 
grace, and solace by Beverly Donofrio

In the Free Box
by Robin Blankenship
I set it on the shelf. That little wooden box he made by hand. Given in 

a time of open hearted generosity and care. A time now past.
I set it to rest on a stack of old National Geographic magazines,  

between a box of broken crayons and a plastic container of multi colored 
curlers.

Do people still use those? 
Suddenly I want to take it back. And the other things I have placed in 

the clothes bins and on the shelves. Relics of a life. Ruins of a love.
Is it fair to leave them there? To let the unsuspecting hand pluck 

them up like a happy treasure, only to surely feel the weight of their heavy 
disappointment? Will that hand tremble? Will these objects slowly erode 
the carefully crafted serenity of a home?

How can I take the chance? These hands that will touch and consider 
the keeping, after all, belong to my neighbors, my friends.

And so I reach out for the box. I will collect up all these impregnated 
items and remove them. I will limit the circle of tarnish. The Free Box 
should not be my depository for pain and despair: an empty effort to cleanse 
my loss.  I have seen it as an exchange, a sharing, a gifting. A representa-
tion of open-hearted generosity. I will remove my sorry self and my sad 
stuff from the premises.

I gather up the socks, the tools, the wooden box. Then my eye catches 
a bright yellow hand knit hat.   It’s a happy hat that makes you smile, 
yellow with big magenta spots and a top knot in both colors.  I made that 
hat! I placed it in the Free Box years ago, happily, when my son outgrew 
it. I had seen it make the rounds on the heads of several neighbors and 
my daughter’s friend over the years. Now it was being passed along again. 
Now someone else would smile wearing it and others would smile to look 
upon the wearer. In this place of exchange, sharing, gifting, open hearted 
generosity thrives. Joy passes from one to another.

My sorry self, with my armload of sad stuff, stands motionless for a 
long moment. I live in a special place. Here my friends and neighbors have 
created with me a web of family, a haven of care, a support in harsh times. 
With no family of my own, I have come to experience the connection and 
compassion of family in this community that I rarely see in “real” families. 
A tear rolls down my cold cheek and drops to my collar, freezing there. 
These friends and neighbors, this family, openly accepts my joy and my 
pain. My energy to serve and my inability to function. I am loved and ac-
cepted. I am held sacred.

These things in my arms represent love shared, care given, the his-
tory of a life well lived. They are not sullied or broken. I am not sullied or 
broken. I place them all back in the bins and on the shelves. They belong 
in the Free Box. I will share them and they will be useful. They will bring 
a happy smile or a “That’s just what I needed!” comment.

I will share myself and be whole. I stand in the enclosure of the Free 
Box, open and grateful, and I am Free.

   Writer’s 
 Forum

10% off
Second

Sundays

• Energy Healing • The Journey® 
• Herbal Medicine • Classes & Herb Walks 

• House Clearings

www.rootsofhealing.com

Dorje Root, 
RH (AHG) 
Herbalist / 
Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786  
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

Láné Saán Moonwalker
Working With Our Circle of Alliances

July 13th
Frog Wisdom

July 14th

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Holiday RV will 
take care of your 
recreational 
vehicle needs

Holiday RV is a locally owned busi-
ness since 1972, located in Poncha Springs 
Colorado, just 4 miles from beautiful Salida. 
We believe that quality, value and trust will 

keep our customers coming back for all their recreational vehicle needs. 
Our knowledgeable sales staff, dedicated service department and exten-
sive parts inventory ensure that your RV experience will meet your expec-
tations.

Holiday RV is a full service RV dealership featuring America’s top 
brands of travel trailers, fifth wheels, tent trailers, and truck campers. 
With dedicated employees, we are committed to making your RV adven-
ture fun and rewarding for you and your family!

Southwest Title provides 
real estate-related services

Southwest Title Company, with its 8-person office, has been serving 
the San Luis Valley for 37 years.  They can provide you with title insurance, 
real estate closings and real estate-related legal services.  Give them a 
call at 719-589-2780 at their Alamosa office, or 719-655-2611 in Saguache.  
They’ll be pleased to help you.

Valley Food Co-op opens new shop
Valley Food Co-op has served the valley since 1980. Your patronage 

has made it possible to better serve you by expanding our size and offer-
ings. We offer the largest bulk food and spice selection in the valley, along 
with the specific natural/organic supplement or food items you wish to pre-
pare for your family. Many of these are grown or manufactured in the val-
ley.  We encourage you to visit the “new” Valley Food Co-op.

408 San Juan Ave.
PO Box 1630

Alamosa, CO 81101
719-589-2780

309 4th St.
PO Box 157

Saguache, CO 81149
719-655-2611

NEW & USED RV’S
EVERY PRICE RANGE

719.539.3577
Highway 50 & 285

Poncha Springs, CO  81242
www.holidayrv.net

Truck Campers, Travel Trailers & Fifth Wheels

Come join us for the 

Grand Opening
of the

“New” Valley Food Co-Op!
Monday, July 8th at 8:00 am


On Friday, July 12th, and Saturday, July 13th, 

we will have food samples, entertainment, 
and door prizes!


719.589.5727

Everyone is Welcome!
All Major Credit Cards and EBT Accepted

Valley Food Co-op has a great variety of specialty items.

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

Bulk First Class Digital Only
Paper Only Paper 

+ Digital
Paper Only Paper 

+ Digital
Just $15 for 12 
issues .pdf file 

1yr $20  $25 $32 $37  $15
2yrs $35 $40 $59 $64 $30
3yrs $50 $55 $86 $91 $45

Now offering 
discounted rates for 
paper subscriptions!

Sign up to get your paper, 
and avoid worrying about 

renewing each year.
Save $5/year for 2 years, 

or $10/year for 3 years

http://www.holidayrv.net
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/pay
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BEST Grant
continued from page 1

issues that will render the 
building inoperable in the near fu-
ture.

These issues include: 
Crumbling foundation
The 1921 building was found 

to have critical foundation concerns. 
The engineers discovered that, due 
to the soil acidity and the type of 
concrete used in the original con-
struction, the foundation is under a 
sulfate attack. The crystals that are 
created by ground water have, over 
many years, formed inside the foun-
dation and have disintegrated the 
foundation walls. In some locations, 
18 inch walls are down to 6 inches 
and there is no way of knowing how 
long it will take to erode the rest.

Inefficient and failing heat-
ing system

Moffat School has 14 differ-
ent heating systems. Each of these 
systems is at the end of its life cycle 
or is way past its expected life. Due 
to the phased construction of the 
building, it was discovered that the 
systems are inefficient and ineffec-
tive in some areas of the building. 
Current code requires that schools 
use 1/3 fresh air when heating a 
building in order to keep a high con-
centration of fresh air and to avoid 
the recirculation of germs. The cur-
rent heating system does not meet 
this requirement.

Erosion of plumbing
Though the building was re-

modeled in 1993-1997, most of the 
plumbing was carried over from the 
1950s and 1980s systems. These 
systems have been affected by the 

same sulfate attack as mentioned 
earlier. Many of the internal pipes 
have been eroded or are breaking 
due to exceeding their life cycle.  
During the 2011-2012 school year, 
the school lost four days of instruc-
tion due to old pipes breaking. Also, 
the school had issues with methane 
backing up into the school, due to 
the corrosion of the pipes.

Security concerns
With the tragedy in Newtown, 

Connecticut, schools across the 
country have reviewed their safety 
procedures. Moffat is no different. 
In the review of the facility, many 
deficiencies were discovered that 
were created due to design flaws of 
the building. An example of this is 
the ability to control the entrances 
and exits of the building. They are 
compromised, due to the fact that 
the building was designed in four 
different phases.

With the incredible hard work 
of staff, parents and community 
members, we were able to demon-
strate to the Public School Capital 
Assistance Board what is really hap-
pening at the Moffat Pk-12 School. 
Their understanding of these con-
cerns was shown in the way that 
they voted. The fact is that the Mof-
fat PK-12 School is in the top four 
schools from across the state that 
are in need of replacement. 

It is now the community’s op-
portunity to show their understand-
ing of this great opportunity we 
have been given. On November 5, 
2013, registered voters in our school 
district will have the opportunity to 
vote on the matching money bond 
issue to cover 27% of the total cost 
of the new facility. If the election is 
successful, the state will provide the 
remaining 73% of the funding nec-
essary to complete our school; if the 
election fails, the money will go to 
one of the alternates waiting in line.  

Moffat School’s Kindergarten graduation, started many years ago by Ms Paula Maez, is 
a continuing tradition that many students and parents look forward to at the end of each 
school year.   

What a ride!  Way to go Moffat School’s Class of 2013!  You are original, talented, pow-
erful and awesome!  We hope each achieves every possible success in life and wish you 
all the best for the future!  Congratulations:  Madalyn Adolph, Megan Black, Randi Black, 
Rebecca Drake, Devin LeDay, Shaulin Rinaldis, Colin Sprowl-Simpson and Mariah Sut-
ton . . . keep this in mind as you each begin your journey: “Altitude determines Altitude!”   

Moffat School is proud to announce that Kaytlin Olsen was chosen as this year’s Eastern 
Star Outstanding 8th grade girl and Joedeelee Rigdon was chosen as this years Ma-
sonic Lodge Outstanding 8th grade boy!  Congratulations to both of you for all of your 
hardwork and dedication!  

 Naturopathic & Iridology Consults

CranioSacral Therapy & Massage

Counseling, couples & individuals

  Mediation, NLP, Trauma, Grief

Cleanse,  Detox & Homeopathy

 Nutrition, Herbology & Biofeedback

Daniel Terres, N.D.

Vinette Terres

  719.256.4370       

www.creativehealthcenter.com  

CREATIVE HEALTH CENTER, LLC

Vicki Matthews   719/256-5020

Welcome to lunch, David !

C O M M U N I T Y  P R E S C H O O L

Congratulations 
to 

Ben Lilly 
on his college 

Graduation

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.creativehealthcenter.com
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by Sage Godfrey, President 
Moffat Board of Education
The education of our youth is 

important.  We need school board 
members who are willing to step up 
and advocate for good education in 
both the Crestone Charter School 
and the Moffat School.  These 
members need to come from all sec-
tions of our district—Moffat, Cre-
stone and the Baca—because our 
students live in all of these places.  
Help our district set the vision that 
is followed by our superintendent 
so that our students in both schools 
are prepared for an ever-changing 
future world.

Board Members
School board members come 

from all walks of life. The abil-
ity to function as one member of a 
governing board is not determined 
by age, sex, occupation, race or in-
come. 

Anyone who plans to run for 
the school board should acquire a 
basic understanding of the school 
district, including:

• Purpose (what are the 
schools trying to accomplish?) 

• Organization (who does 
what?)

• Finance (income and ex-
penses)

• Government (state laws and 
regulations and local school board 
policies)

• Board procedures (how busi-
ness is conducted)

A great board candidate un-
derstands the proper relationship 
of the school board to the state, the 
community and the superinten-
dent—and, the proper relationship 
of the individual board member to 
the other members of the board. In 
preparation for board candidacy, he 
or she will:

• Attend board meetings to 
learn how the board functions.

• Make an appointment with 
the district superintendent to learn 
more about the district and to dis-
cuss challenges and problems fac-
ing the board. (Kirk Banghart 256-
4710)

Elections
School board members are 

elected at regular biennial school 
elections, which are held on the 
first Tuesday in November of each 
odd-numbered year. Moffat Consol-
idated School District #2 will have 
4 seats to be elected this year.

Our school district has 2 at-
large seats and 3 area director 
seats. All school board members 
are elected by a vote of the electors 
of the entire school district.

Eligibility
A candidate for the school 

board must be a registered voter 

and a resident of the school district 
for at least 12 consecutive months 
prior to the election. If the school 
district has director districts in its 
plan of representation, the person 
must be a resident of the direc-
tor district in which he or she is 
a candidate. No person who has 
been convicted of a sexual offense 
against a child is eligible to serve 
on the school board. Because school 
director elections are nonpartisan, 
candidates may not campaign as 
members of a political party.

Nomination procedures
A person who desires to be a 

candidate for school director must 
file a nomination petition signed 
by 25 eligible voters of the school 
district.

The nomination petition must 
be filed with the designated elec-
tion official of the school district 
no later than 67 days before the 
election. The candidate would be 
wise to obtain extra signatures in 
case some of the signatures are in-
validated. A candidate can always 
check the county clerk’s voter reg-
istration records to verify that per-
sons signing the petition are regis-
tered voters.

Nomination petitions will be 
available at the school district of-
fices in Moffat after Aug 7. 

Important dates
• Aug. 7 – Nomination peti-

tions will be made available at the 
district offices in Moffat.

• Aug. 30 – Nomination peti-
tions turned into the district office.

• Oct. 7 – Last day to register 
to vote.

• Oct. 5-8 – Ballots to be 
mailed to voters.

• Nov. 5 – Election Day

School board seeks new members
Have you ever thought about making an impact on the youth of 
Crestone/Moffat?  Now may be the time to run for our school board

Laura Enzer and Molly Roth perform at 
their graduation ceremony on May 24. 

Karen Acker hugs Laura Enzer prior to 
delivering her diploma.

Crestone Charter School 2013 Graduates on May 24.  L to R: Trevor Storm, Laura En-
zer, Huitzi Diaz, Molly Roth, Zac Potter         all graduation photos by Lori Nagel

Designed for beginning and experienced meditators alike, this in-depth training focuses on 
a series of powerful body-based meditation practices drawn from Tibetan Yoga. Taught by 
two of Dr. Reggie Ray’s senior teachers, Tami Simon and Nanda Zipp, the comprehensive 
five-month program cultivates learning and discovery through systematic study, intensive 
practice, and integration of the practices into daily life.

Discount and scholarship available to Crestone residents. Please call for details. 

Sept. 10 - 15, 2013  &  Feb. 18 - 23, 2014
Blazing Mountain Retreat Center
Crestone, Colorado

MEDITATING WITH THE BODY ®
with Tami Simon and Nanda Zipp

For more information visit www.dharmaocean.org or call 877-DHARMA-9

 

QUANTUM TOUCH & MORE 
Experience energy healing on a subatomic level! 

Call Susan Pierce at 970/518-6990 or 719/937-7810 
susmpierce@gmail.com

non-manipulative energy work

              N A O M I  L A K E  
 Energy Education for Conscious Health

naomi@naomilake.com ~  www.naomilake.com

Crestone
719 937-7803

Santa Fe
505 982-1183

What Else Is Possible?

mailto:susmpierce@gmail.com
mailto:naomi@naomilake.com
http://www.naomilake.com
http://www.dharmaocean.org
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by David Nicholas
Wishing you a happy July 4, a 

day of grand celebration. 
That said take your pick: Wire 

taps, Internet mining, National Se-
curity, Immigration Reform and 
Syria pushed last month’s scandals 
on the backburner, if not outright ex-
tinguished. 

NSA surveillance
Readers of this column over the 

years have known that I accepted 
surveillance as part and parcel of 
the job. That intelligence agencies, 
particularly the National Security 
Agency, monitored my articles/broad-
casts since I opposed Bush43’s bogus 
pre-emptive intentions for going to 
war in Iraq in 2002 through the in-
vasion in March 2003 and on for the 
next 10 years. 

Edward Snowden’s leaking 
NSA’s wiretapping and data mining 
on the internet comes as no surprise.  
I get satisfaction from knowing that 
surveillance was/is as widespread 
as I thought it was and that it has 
names: PRISM (internet data min-
ing) and metadata (phone calls). 

Edward Snowden in a nut-
shell

Edward Snowden confirms 
what most of us knew and all of us 
suspected:  that our intelligence 
agencies have been mining deep into 
our private communications. That 
there have been few protests when 
this was revealed is indicative of 
how much people have assumed that 
surveillance programs have existed 
since the passage of the Patriot Act.

Mr. Snowden is a bright person.  
A 29-year-old high school graduate, 
he joined the CIA, recruited as a tech-
nical assistant while he was working 
as a security guard at the University 
of Maryland. CIA neither confirms 
nor denies that he did. He worked 
at the defense contractor Booz Al-
len Hamilton for $122,000 a year.  
Mr. Snowden ended up working as 
a systems administrator at an NSA 
Threat Operations Center in Hawaii, 
one of several such facilities that are 
tasked with detecting threats to gov-
ernment computer systems.

After having holed up in Hong 
Kong for 10 days, Mr. Snowden 
boarded an Aeroflot flight to Moscow 

on June 23, 
a c c o m p a -
nied by two 
legal advis-
ers from 
Wikileaks. 
He departed Hong Kong hours after 
the Obama Administration request-
ed that the contractor be extradited 
for “illegally disclosing national de-
fense secrets, revealing details of  
‘communications intelligence,’ and 
theft of government property.” 

Whistle blowing is more effec-
tive if you are in the country of origin 
and are prepared to answer for your 
actions in courts of law, if it comes 
to that, but that’s his choice. I know 
the American Civil Liberties Union 
would have come to his aid had he 
remained in the US.

I don’t see Mr. Snowden’s whis-
tle blowing in the same lens as Brad-
ley Manning, who leaked sensitive/
secret government documents to a 
foreign entity. I see him more as a 
Philip Agee type. Mr. Agee was an 
ex-CIA employee who wrote Inside 
the CIA: A CIA Diary in 1976 and 
revealed how the CIA operates in 
foreign countries, which was a rev-
elation at the time. The book was 
blamed for the assassination of a CIA 
officer in Athens shortly after its pub-
lication.

If Mr. Snowden chooses Cuba 
he will have followed in Mr.Agee’s 
footsteps. Mr. Agee lived out the rest 
of his life in Cuba. He was never al-
lowed to return to the United States. 

Given the hue and cry from 
the usual suspects: “treason” from 
House Speaker John Boehner and 
former Vice President Dick Cheney, 
what Mr. Snowden has done could 
have been worse. It’s important to 
note that revealing secret programs 
is not the same as leaking classified 
documents and Mr. Snowden hasn’t 
put US nationals at risk, although 
repercussions of his actions have yet 
to fully play out. 

If you have read the Pike Re-
port, the House Committee hearings, 
and the Church Senate Committee 
hearings on intelligence in the 1970s, 
this is kid’s stuff. You can overdo se-
crecy and Mr. Snowden has revealed 
how much personal privacy has been 

compromised since 911. Under the 
current programs, personal privacy 
is now a fiction. It has been for the 
last 12 years, since the Patriot Act 
became law some 40 days after the 
twin towers disappeared from the 
New York skyline. 

National Security Advisor 
Susan Rice

Righting an unjust wrong in 
Washington politics doesn’t come 
along very often, but President 
Obama appointing UN Ambassador 
Susan Rice as his National Security 
Advisor on June 5, was just such an 
act. After having been denied Sec-
retary of State when GOP Senators 
threaten to block her nomination for 
the job after a furor arose over her 
Benghazi talking point interviews 
she did on Sunday talk shows, Sep-
tember 16, 2012, being appointed 
National Security Advisor was the 
next best thing in power and influ-
ence. 

National Security Advisor is 
one of the few Cabinet positions 
which doesn’t require Senate confir-
mation and the President appointing 
Ms. Rice brings a long “trusted ad-
visor” into his inner circle. Ms. Rice 
succeeds Tom Donilon who held the 
position of National Security Advisor 
since 2010.

Other than surly criticism by 
Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), the deaf-
ening silence by Republicans on the 
appointment foretells that unless 
Ms. Rice feels so inclined she isn’t 
required to front Congressional Com-
mittees, so they are not going to see 
much of her. The exception being if 
she is subpoenaed.

Samantha Power nominat-
ed as UN Ambassador 

Samantha Power replaces Ms. 
Rice as Ambassador to the United 
Nations. UN Ambassador requires 
Senate confirmation and Senate Re-
publicans have signaled that there 
will be little or no opposition to the 
appointment.

Ms. Power joined the Obama 
State Department transition team in 
late November 2008. She was named 
Special Assistant to President 
Obama and Senior Director for Mul-
tilateral Affairs and Human Rights 
on the National Security Council—
responsible for running the Office 
of Multilateral Affairs and Human 
Rights—positions that she held from 
January 2009 to March 2013.

Farm Bill goes down to de-
feat

Dashing the hopes of small 

farmers, the US House of Represent-
atives rejected the Agriculture Re-
form, Food and Jobs Act of 2013 on 
Thursday, June 20, 234 votes to 195. 
62 Republicans voted no, arguing it 
was just too expensive.

The defeat was so bad that 
Chairman of the House Agriculture 
Committee, Frank Lucas (R-OK) 
doubted that he would get another 
bill to the floor in this Congress.

The vote comes as a significant 
rebuff to the House leadership, espe-
cially Speaker John Boehner (R-OH). 
Rejection of the bill weakens his po-
sition to maintain his job as Speaker 
of the House as it goes to judgment. 
Allowing the bill to reach the floor of 
the house without a majority of votes 
in the Republican caucus, breaks the 
“Hasted Rule” put in place by former 
speaker Dennis Hasted as a gauge 
for determining successful passage. 
More on that in the future.

Just 10 days earlier the land-
mark five-year Farm Bill cleared the 
Senate on  June 10,when it passed 
66-27 with 18 Republicans join-
ing Democrats on passage. It was 
thought that the increased GOP sup-
port would make it more difficult for 
Speaker Boehner to walk away from 
the choices before him, as he did 
last summer. It was thought, even 
though it set the stage for a long-
delayed fight on the House floor over 
major revisions in agriculture policy 
and the future of food stamps, that 
Mr. Boehner’s prestige and power as 
speaker would prevail. But it was 
not to be.

The Agriculture Reform, Food 
and Jobs Act of 2013 allocated $994 
billion and proposed reforms, elimi-
nating and streamlining numerous 
programs, saving taxpayers $23 bil-
lion. It did this while strengthening 
the tools available to producers to 
help manage risks and conserve nat-
ural resources. This bill would have 
ended direct payments, strength-
ened crop insurance, and encour-
age innovative risk management 
approaches by providing assistance 
to producers when their farms were 
threatened by risks outside their 
control.

The Farm Bill was long over-
due. It has been a sore point for GOP 
legislators, particularly because it 
oversees and allocates funding for 
the USDA’s Food Stamp program. 
Why it drives Congressional Repub-
licans crazy is that farmers who by 
and large are GOP voters (at least 
they are in the San Luis Valley), need 

The Washington Beat
It’s getting crazy—
foreign policy anyone?
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the money of other programs includ-
ed in the bill, such as crop insurance 
and other subsidies.

The Farm Bill is administered 
by the US Department of Agricul-
ture. But the bill comes under the US 
Senate Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition and Forestry and is chaired 
by Senate Democrat Debbie Stabe-
now (D-MI). It is probably the most 
important piece of legislation for 16 
million Americans and the only piece 
of legislation considered separately 
from the annual budget process.

It looks now that the next op-
portunity won’t happen until 2015 
when a new House is voted in af-
ter the 2014 mid-terms and a new 
Congress sits. It seems House Re-
publicans just don’t care about gov-
ernance even when it helps their 
supporters. Pity.

Immigration reform moves
At time of writing, the news is 

positive. Senate Democratic leaders 
were able to get a cloture motion on 
SB 744, the Border Security, Eco-
nomic Opportunity, and Immigration 
Modernization Act, 82-15 to bring 
the bill to the floor of the Senate for 
consideration on June 11. No small 
victory, as conservative Republicans 
are very opposed to the bill, which 
includes the so-called “Pathway to 
citizenship.” 

The bill created by the bi-par-
tisan “Gang of Eight” along with the 
hesitant (I’m being polite here) par-
ticipation of Senator Marco Rubio (R-
FL), faces 200+ amendments, many 
of which are obstructionist, each of 
which require consideration and full 
vote of the Senate.

Senate Majority Leader Harry 
Reid (D-NV) wants the bill passed by 
July 4.  It may happen now that the 
main objection by conservative Sena-
tors (beefing up border security along 
the US/Mexican border) has been 
agreed to.

Dubbed the “Border Surge”, the 
agreement calls for doubling the size 
of the US Border Patrol, and requir-
ing 700 miles of border fencing. In 
the words of Senator Lindsay Gra-
ham (R-SC): “What we are trying to 
do is put in place measures [that to] 
any reasonable person would be an 
overwhelming effort to secure our 
border short of short of shooting any-
body that comes across the border.” 
Well, lotsa luck with that.

The Gang of Eight would like to 
get 70 Senate votes to pass the bill. 
This will be a stretch, but if you aim 
high, it may ensure the bill will get 
the 60 votes required to beat a fili-

buster. 
The House of Representatives 

has only offered up a bill on border 
enforcement, the expectation being 
that the Senate version maybe the 
one that would go to the House floor 
for a vote. We shall see. 

Afghanistan follies—talking 
to the Taliban

The formal name of the Taliban 
is the Islamic Emirate of Afghani-
stan. Stick this name on a plaque 
outside the headquarters of the 
Taliban in Doha, Qatar and all hell 
breaks loose. 

In one of his signature tan-
trums of late, President of Afghani-
stan, Harmid Karsai, who has sought 
talks with the Taliban leadership for 
months, balked at the sign bearing 
the name “Islamic Emirate” as it 
looked like an embassy of an alterna-
tive government. 

Well, yes. The Afghan Taliban 
have used this name for years on 
its website and that’s why they are 
fighting US and ISAF forces, to re-
gain control of the country as an Is-
lamic state governed by Shuria law. 

In comic high dudgeon, Mr. 
Karsai called off talks that were an-
nounced the day before, claiming the 
Taliban has broken an agreement 
that the name on the sign should 
read, “Political Office of the Afghan 
Taliban.” After 24hours of flurry and 
under pressure by the US and the 
Sheikh of Qatar, the sign was taken 
down and the Taliban flag lowered. 
However, not before Qatar’s Deputy 
Foreign Minister appeared with the 
Taliban delegation welcoming the 
Afghans to Qatar on the Aljazeera 
television network, which is based in 
Qatar and wholly owned by the Qa-
tari government. 

President Karsai pronounced 
himself satisfied after the sign’s 
removal but at the last minute de-
manded a letter from the State De-
partment formally recognizing his 
regime as the government of Afghani-
stan. Just astounding and pretty silly.

Syria stalemate
With 93,000 or more, probably 

more, having died in the Syrian civil 
war, the G8 meeting held on June 16-
17, failed to resolve the stalemate. 
The stalemate, meaning Russia 
stonewalling, to allow the formal flow 
of arms to the rebels (considered the 
good guys) favored by seven of the 
G8 together with creation of a “no-fly 
zone” across Syria.  The strategic ad-
vantage of the Syrian National army 
remains. 

Further, the great hope of what 

is referred to as the Geneva2 Confer-
ence has been pushed back to Sep-
tember at the earliest if at all. The 
main reason being no one can agree 
on who should attend.

It goes like this: Russia wants 
Iran and the Saudis to attend as 
countries with a national security 
stake in Syria. Iran because it sup-
ports Hezbollah and the Assad re-
gime with arms, and also because 
they are Shia Islamists. Saudi Ara-
bia because it supports Sunnis fi-
nancially and supplies arms to the 
rebels. Russia is also supplying Pres-
ident Assad with weaponry but no 
one talks about that.

Next, the US, UK, and France 
support the rebels. They supply light 
arms and large chunks of humani-
tarian aid for displaced persons and 
refugees flowing into Iraq, Jordan 
and Turkey. Likewise Germany and 
Spain think they should be at the 
conference as does Israel, Jordan 
and Turkey. 

But the Syrians themselves 
can’t agree about who should attend. 
The Syrian National Council won’t 
attend if President Assad or his gov-
ernment representatives attend. The 
Assad regime wants to attend and 
Russia supports this. Also President 
Assad believes he is clearly winning 
the war with his air superiority and 
sees no reason to accommodate re-
bels who he is destroying at the mo-
ment, particularly around Aleppo. 

The US cannot agree which of 
the rebel groups who make up the 
Syrian National Council are not 
al-Qaida linked and whether they 
should have a place at the table. US 
Senate war hawks would have con-
niption fits if al-Qaida sat at any con-
ference the US attended for obvious 
reasons. In short, this is just a mess. 

What happens is that every-
thing goes on as it has for the last two 
or so years. Just to add fuel to the fire, 
the US is conducting joint exercises 
with the Jordanian army—some 100 
miles from the Syrian border—with 
the intention of leaving Patriot mis-
siles and F16 fighters on hand, if the 
war widens in to a regional conflict. 
Fears of a wider regional conflict has 
credibility as SNC rebel fighters are 
attacking coastal cities and major 
Shia cities in the Bekaa valley in the 
Lebanon, mainly in retaliation for 
Hizbullah’s aiding the Assad regime.

Making things more difficult, 
Hezbollah forced the rebels out of the 
major supply city of Qusair on the 
Syrian/Jordan border. This makes it 
nigh impossible for rebels to get re-
supplied with arms and weaponry.

How it shakes out is anyone’s 
guess, but short of major power in-
tervention in coming weeks, we will 
revisit this and pretty much pick it 
up where we leave it now.

Iran elects moderate Shia 
cleric as president

The Iran presidential election 
held on Friday, June 14, saw a mod-
erate cleric, Hassan Rouhani, elected 
with 51% of vote that had an 80% 

turnout of 50 million eligible voters. 
Unlike the 2009 election which re-
elected Mahmoud Ahmedi-Nijad for 
a second term and erupted in riots, 
this time around was peaceful and 
orderly. In getting more than 50% 
of the first vote, it didn’t require a 
second round of voting, which would 
have occurred on June 21. 

Candidates were vetted by the 
Guardian Council which selected 
eight candidates out of 300+ who 
applied. The final eight were re-
garded as conservative or moderate 
candidates, essentially those who 
recognized the authority of Iran’s 
Supreme Council. Reformist candi-
dates were excluded, as were former 
president Hashemi Rafsanjani, a 
moderate cleric and Ahmadi-Nijad’s 
nominated successor, former aide Es-
fandiar Rahim-Mashaer. 

In the end, with some pre-elec-
tion maneuvering when two other 
moderate candidates dropped out 
and threw their support behind Mr. 
Rouhani, a slate of six was up for 
election, allowing the cleric a unify-
ing vote in his favor.

A moderate cleric, in terms of 
Shia Islam in Iran, is one who re-
gards Ayatollah Khamenei as Su-
preme Leader and the final word 
in interpreting Shuria Law. In Shia 
Islam this Ayatollah is as high as it 
comes on earth. His interpretation 
of the Quran as articulated by the 
Prophet Ali, the successor to Mu-
hammad, is not to be debated nor 
questioned. 

That said, President Rouhani 
exercises Shuria law in modern poli-
tics, which makes him pretty adept. 
It means having domestic policies 
that are not to conflict with Shuria 
law but allows degrees of flexibility 
in interpretation. In Iran, it means 
women working in jobs, wearing 
modest but suitable attire including 
various forms of the Hijab, headgear 
from scarves to full head coverings. 

However, Mr. Rouhani is a 
hardliner on Iranian foreign policy 
when it comes to dealings with the 
western powers. He was the nuclear 
negotiator before Saeed Jalili who 
has the job now. As president, the 
nuclear policy is not part of Mr. Rou-
hani’s responsibility, but as he cam-
paigned on the lifting of sanctions 
(which most Iranians want to allow 
some domestic economic prosperity), 
it would be unrealistic to suggest 
that he wouldn’t be advocating some 
solution to the nuclear deadlock in 
meetings of the Supreme Council. 

President Rouhani’s election 
was cheered in the streets of Teh-
ran and his first press conference 
came across as conciliatory rather 
than a narrow hard line, which his 
predecessor preferred and which 
brought on the tensions with Israel 
and the US. 

For the US, the State Depart-
ment cautiously welcomed President 
Rouhani’s election and we will go 
from there.

And the Beat goes on. 
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by Emmy Savage
There is probably no more bit-

ter or pessimistic piece of writing 
in all of literature than T. S. Eliot’s 
The Waste Land.  In the final sec-
tion he describes a landscape where 
there is no water.  Then he asks us 
to imagine what it would be like if 
there were water, and the sound of 
water, a spring and a pool and a her-
mit thrush singing in the pine trees.  
It is a pretty picture which he then 
destroys in the next line: But there 
is no water.  Eliot had encountered 
the hermit-thrush in Quebec but he 
could just as well have encountered 
the bird here in Crestone.  The bird’s 
song as described in Eliot’s notes is 
pure, sweet, and exquisite, and can 
be heard west of Wagon Wheel on 
the Spanish Creek Trail. 

I have been hiking the Crestone 
trails since 2010 and there identified 
many wonderful birds including the 
Western Tanager and the Black-
headed Grosbeak at the meadow 

under Willow Lake.  But in the last 
two years I have noted a precipitous 
decline in the number of birds and 
bird species.  Clark’s Nutcrackers,  
White-breasted Nuthatches, Moun-
tain Chick-a-dees, Hairy Wood-peck-
ers, Hermit Thrushes, Black-headed 
Grosbeaks and  Spotted and Green-
tailed Towhees have all disappeared 
from the Willow drainage west of 
Badger, and Townsend’s Solitaires 
from Spanish Creek. Despite our 
snows last winter, years of drought, 
warmer temperatures and the im-
pact of humans and feral and domes-
tic predators have taken their toll.  I 
have not seen the Western Tanager 
or the Black-headed Grosbeak up at 
the meadow for two years now and 
it is really very worrisome that so 
many birds should have just van-
ished.  

I moved to Colorado from the 
east to hike and bird watch, and like 
many who move to Crestone, I came 
to give more attention to spiritual 
practice.  For me, watching birds and 
hearing their songs is a way of giv-
ing thanks and praise.  Every week 
each summer season, my dog Sarah 

and I hike to one of the lakes above 
Crestone and this June, I began with 
Willow.    

There was a day three years 
ago when on the first set of switch-
backs of the Willow Lake trail I came 
upon Chick-a-dees, Nuthatches and 
Wrens all coming to the aid of a par-
ent Robin trying to fend off a Coop-
er’s Hawk and a forest full of lurking 
Crows.  Perhaps my presence tipped 
the balance, but the little birds won 
out, and for the time being, the hawk 
and the crows backed off and the 
robin and his nestlings were safe.  
Today, I am hoping I will see at least 
one of these birds and my optimism 
is buoyed when I hear a Hermit 
Thrush as I sign the register at the 
Willow Trailhead.

  Sarah and I settle into the 
rhythm of our steps in the crisp early 
morning air.  As we come to the ridge 
overlooking the meadow I have seen 
no birds and only now hear the songs 
of a House Finch and a House Wren.  
I watch the Wren, tiny as he is, belt-
ing out his wonderful, large, war-
bling song.  The Black-headed Gros-
beak and the Western Tanager are 
nowhere to be seen but the sun has 
come over the peaks, the day warms 
and I can hear the bell-like whirr of 
the Broad Tailed Hummingbird.  Sa-
rah and I walk down to the meadow 
so she can drink before we start up 
the next set of switchbacks, and in 
the aspen trees at the meadow’s edge 
I identify a Warbling Vireo. 

This next set of switchbacks is 
particularly lovely for the scent of the 
trees and just as we are coming into 
a deeply wooded place I spot the soft 
and gentle motion of a Thrush. In the 
next moment she is gone and I am 
so grateful to have seen this shy and 
elusive bird.  When we break out of 

the forest, the trail passes under the 
first waterfall and up the rocky face of 
the mountain.  I balance across rocks 
and wobbling logs and the footing is 
wet and slippery.  Sarah hates to get 
her feet wet, but she always seems to 
get across these torrents with a mini-
mum of fuss and so do I.  

At the top of the next set of 
switchbacks we enter a willow forest 
on a terrace below the lake and hear 
two more Hermit Thrushes singing 
back and forth and two Mountain 

Chick-a-dees.  When we arrive at 
the lake we hear one more Thrush 
bringing the count to 5.  It is only 
11:15 and I wonder if we can explore 
the valley above the waterfall at the 
east end of the lake.  I try to quell 
the nagging doubts about moving 
into such a stark and fearsome land-
scape.  It is a landscape where we’ve 
never been, of ghosts and intemper-
ate moods.  But Sarah is game; she’s 
noticed the abundance and variety 
of rodent life: chipmunks, marmots, 
and pikas, and we set off.  

A big reddish brown marmot 
watches us as we scramble through 
willows and over boulders and loose 
rock on the north side of the lake.  I 
fight off the vertigo that comes from 
looking over the cliff edge; hikers 
arriving at the west end of the lake 
look like ants and the sound of fall-
ing water echoes off the mountain 
sides. Then we break out of the 
willows and into the upper valley, 
beyond the waterfall and into the 
weight of profound silence.  We cross 
the rushing creek, cross conglomer-
ate rock that looks like it has been 
dipped in iron, red against the rush-
ing water and the blue green willows 
and the overarching sky and the ring 
of peaks.  We walk another quarter 

of a mile or so and then I begin to 
spook.  We are so purely alone in this 
high and silent place.  I want to stay 
here forever but at the same time a 
litany of fears begins to assert itself: 
I shouldn’t hike alone; going down is 
harder if you are tired, the weather 
can change in an instant, etc.  So 
without a second look, I turn to go 
back in the same spontaneous way 
that I came.  And all the fears and 
reasons are true enough I know but 
none are really close to the truth, 

that I am just not 
ready to fly this 
close to the sun. 

Once we are 
back on the trail be-
low the lake, clouds 
boil up from the 
valley and we walk 
in shadow. There is 
no bird song at all, 
only silence.  At the 
meadow I hear one 
bird singing, only 
one and it sounds 
vaguely familiar, 
something like the 
Eastern Towhee I 
grew up with, that 
same lilting, com-

plicated song only different.  And 
then I see him—the Green-Tailed 
Towhee with his auburn topnotch 

and white throat and green back and 
tail.  He is singing as if his heart will 
burst.  These fragments, Eliot writes, 
at the end of his poem, I have shored 
against my ruins. Well, maybe.  But 
I don’t care if this is the last Green-
Tailed Towhee on earth.  Right now 
he his singing his song and I feel like 
leaping for joy.    
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Emmy Savage with Sarah in the upper Willow Lake valley.   photo by John Zuchowski

White-Breasted Nuthatch. 
 photo by Polly Wren Neldner

Black-headed Grosbeak.  photo by Polly Wren Neldner

Western Tanager. 
 photo by Polly Wren Neldner

Black-capped Chickadee. 
 photo by Polly Wren Neldner



July begins with Mercury in 
retrograde. June 26 is when mer-
cury turned retrograde and this 3 
week phase lasts until July 20 at 
12:21pm.  The next time that Mer-
cury will be retrograde is mid Octo-
ber. The good news is that Saturn in 
Scorpio is still in a positive aspect to 
Neptune in Pisces. This particular 
aspect has been with us since June 
1 and remains blessing us until July 
23. This aspect is ushering in spir-
itual energies so potent that I am 
completely confident that prayer 
groups and meditation groups 
which are focused on healing indi-
viduals and planetary conscious-
ness will make a huge impact. YES! 
We simply need to be unified and 
sincere with our intention. Each 
time a planet moves into position in 
the sing of cancer that planet will 
set off the aspect between Saturn 
and Neptune to form what astrolo-
gers call, “a grand trine.” This spe-
cial configuration releases positive 
energies for healing. The waters 
signs are involved: Cancer, Scorpio 
and Pisces which, when aspecting 
one another favorably naturally 
and easily bring about healing, wis-
dom and compassion. This month is 
chocked full.

 July 1 Mercury is in a posi-
tive aspect to Mars quickening your 
mind and desire to speak out. Venus 
is in an awkward aspect to Saturn 
and Neptune warning you to avoid 
assumptions and idealizing some-
one you’re in relationship with. It’s 
a set up for disappointment. The 
Sun in Cancer is opposite Pluto in 
Capricorn which usually brings 
about a confrontation.

 July 2-4 the Sun is in a chal-
lenging aspect to Uranus. There 
will be more uprisings and dis-
content due to a lack of equality. 
Where there are dictators there are 
problems. Lack of respect and trust 
are issues. Whistleblowers will 
come forth increasing awareness of 
injustice.

 July 4-5 Venus is awkwardly 
aspecting Mars suggesting a break 
down in relationships due to a lack 
of balance of the feminine/masculine 
qualities within us all. Women who 
emulate men are doing a disservice 
to women. We need a new model of 
what feminine strength looks like.

 July 5 Venus is awkwardly 
aspecting Pluto. Psychological in-
sight is necessary to move forward 
in the present with the relationship 
at hand. Otherwise the past will 
hold you back and interfere with the 
here/now.

 July 5-7 Venus is in a positive 
aspect with Uranus. A romance that 
embraces freedom from expectation 
will be swirling with humanitarian 
visions held dear in common. Sud-
den magnetic attractions are likely.

 July 7-11 the Sun and Mer-
cury are close in Cancer nicely 
aspecting Venus which is an inspi-
ration for those who love to write 
creatively.

 July 8 New Moon! A new 29½ 
day cycle commences at 1:15am with 
the Sun and Moon at 15° of Cancer 

opposite Pluto at 10° of Capricorn. 
Upsets, upheavals, rebellion, con-
frontations will all be taking place 
during this cycle. Anywhere there is 
injustice there will be confrontation 
whether it’s in the kitchen, the bed-
room, the office, or on the streets . . . 
“confronting dictators” is the theme 
of this cycle. It’s time to overcome 
unhealthy addictions which also 
includes codependency on overbear-
ing individuals who “run the show.” 
Time to deal with fear.

 July 8-26 Jupiter in Can-
cer is now forming a “grand trine,” 
with Neptune and Saturn! This 
ought to be financially expansive 
for the U.S.A. economy or anyone 
who was born between June 25-
28 of any year. In the chart of the 
U.S.A. “we” are having a “Jupiter re-
turn,”  which takes place once every 
12 years and brings about finan-
cial gain and “good karma.” It also 
ushers in healing, grace, increased 
awareness, wisdom, compassion,  
honesty, justice, and pleasant sur-
prises. I think all credit card debts 
ought to be forgiven, and then we 
can all start fresh and clean. I think 
that would give a boost the economy. 
Some would spend more while oth-
ers might save.

 July 13-August 27 Mars en-
ters Cancer at 7:23am, bringing up 
emotions surrounding family issues 
which need to be faced in order to 
make decisions together. Family 
members might be at odds before 
coming to an agreement. This is a 
natural process that needs to take 
place.

 July 17 is a busy day! Ura-
nus will be turning retrograde un-
til December 17 which I imagine is 
challenging for those who live with 
a mental illness because of the er-
ratic energies focused inward. To 
use this energy for creative expres-
sion would be therapeutic. Venus 
will be awkwardly aspecting Pluto 
bringing to mind past relationships 
which are left undone and in need 
of healing and completion. Mars in 
cancer is now in direct position to 
form “a grand trine,” with Saturn 
in Scorpio and Neptune in Pisces. 
Surely your actions are spontane-
ously guided by your innate wis-
dom, compassion and love. Artistic 
creations which come about at this 
time would have healing energies if 
you set that as your intention.

 July 20-22 Mars and Jupi-
ter are conjunct and are part of the 
“grand water trine,” involving Sat-
urn and Neptune. Spectacular! An 
unusual set up for sure. The Cosmos 
is attempting to wake us up to act in 
harmony with each other and with 
our earthy home. Projects for the 
good of the whole are most satisfy-
ing and effective. This is like Earth 
Day magnified a thousand times all 
over the world. Shall be interesting 
to see what transpires.

 July 20 Mercury goes direct at 
12:21pm.  Sometimes it takes a few 
extra days for the problems which 
came about while Mercury was ret-
rograde to get back to “normal.”

 July 22 Venus will enter Virgo 

at 6:41am and stay there until Au-
gust 16.  The Sun enters Leo today 
at 9:56am. This means we’re re-
ally in the midst of summer, and it’s 
time to relax and let go, dance, sing, 
entertain, and celebrate everything, 
especially life! The Full Moon takes 
place at 12:16pm with the Moon in 
Aquarius and the Sun directly op-
posite that at zero degrees of Leo. 
They have to be opposite each other 
for it to be a full moon. What a huge 
blast of energy, we are receiving, 
how will you utilize it? The grand 
trine in water is ushering in more 
healing energy while Saturn makes 
an awkward aspect to the full moon 
itself. Ugh. Some frustrating cir-
cumstances will come about but if 
we band together and unite with 
our healing thoughts and sincerity 
we will find comfort. Oh, yes, Venus 
in Virgo invites us to be thrifty by 
going to yard sales and thrift shops.

 July 24-26 Venus is aspecting 
Saturn and Neptune indicating that 
those you rely on are there for you 
more than ever now so don’t wimp 
out and not ask for help if you need it. 
Real friends want you to ask for their 
help or support. Then they feel more 
involved and connected with you.

That’s why the wise sages say, 
“giving is receiving,” or that, “love 
wants to extend itself.” I know, you 
already know this.

 July 25-27 here comes the 
challenges: Mars is in an awkward 
aspect to Pluto which suggests con-
frontation and conflict not easily 
mitigated. The Sun  is in a difficult 
aspect with Saturn which usually 
brings about obstacles to forward 
momentum. Well it is after the full 
moon which means to me that this 
is not the time to start a project or 
business venture. It’s time to re-
examine what you’ve been focusing 
on since the beginning of this cycle 
which took place on the New Moon 
on July 8.

 July 26-27 the Sun is in an 
awkward aspect with Neptune a 
sure indicator of confusion and fog-

gy thinking, certainly not the time 
for making an important decision.

 July 26-28 party time! Venus 
is in a positive aspect with Jupiter. 
This would be an ideal time for a 
marriage celebration. “Everyone” is 
happy and enjoying good food, wine 
and feeling relaxed and friendly. An-
yone who was born between April 
25-29, June 27-30, August 28-Sep-
tember 1, October 28-November 1, 
of any year would be feeling espe-
cially upbeat and perhaps even ben-
efit somehow financially.

 July 28 Venus in Virgo is in a 
positive aspect with Pluto in Cap-
ricorn taking a relationship to a 
deeper level of authenticity and ap-
preciation for one another. Respect, 
honesty and trust are foundational 
and are being cemented.

 July 29-31 Mars and Ura-
nus are in a difficult aspect. This is 
something I want you to get to know 
just as you are now familiar with 
the term, “Mercury retrograde,” and 
what that implies. Anytime that 
Mare and Uranus are in a difficult 
aspect to each other there is acci-
dent prone energies being released. 
There’s impatience, anger, reckless 
driving, wild driving, and it’s just 
plain old common knowledge to 
astrologers that this aspect means 
danger. I hope you are paying atten-
tion to me right now. Be careful.

 July 30 the Sun is in a posi-
tive aspect to Jupiter which could 
imply arrogance. Who me? In dan-
ger? Nah. Proceed with wisdom and 
groundedness. I know, you’re feeling 
elated and want to hurry up and get 
there and tell your pals all about it. 
Just be sure that your attention is 
in the her and now.

Ananur Forma lived in Cre-
stone from 1996-2003 in her mono-
lithic dome and loved the depth of 
stars at night and the lack of light 
pollution from humans. To contact 
Ananur on the ocean 207-594-2565 
in Rockland, Maine
www.AstrologyWithAnanur.com 
You are invited to come visit.
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Astrologically Speaking
             . . . with Ananur

(mountain time zone calculated)
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by Kim Malville
Almanac
July 5: The earth reaches its 

greatest distance from the sun (ap-
helion). It’s a nice paradox. You’d 
thing the earth should be colder with 
sun farther away. However, because 
of the tilt of the earth’s northern 
axis toward the sun at June solstice, 
June is warmer in the northern 
hemisphere. 

July 8: New Moon
July 15: Spica is close to the 

nearly first quarter moon. In certain 
parts of Central and South America 
the moon will cover Spica.

July 16: First quarter moon. 
The moon moves between Saturn 
and Spica.

July 22: Full moon.
July 29: Last quarter moon
Alien Planets 
On June 14  astronomers at 

NASA announced the Kepler space 
craft has produced evidence for 503 
more exoplanets, bringing the total 
number of  candidates for planets 
beyond the solar system  to a whop-
ping 3216.  Kepler has operated 

since May 2009, lasting nearly two 
years longer longer than its planned 
one year life time and far exceeding 
original expectations for planet dis-
coveries. It spots exoplanets by de-
tecting  tiny brightness dips caused 
when a planed passes in front of its 
star. The spacecraft accomplishes 
this precision work by locking onto 
some 150,000 target stars using 
three gyroscope-like wheels to stabi-
lize the observatory with extraordi-
nary accuracy. Kepler was launched 
with four functioning wheels—three 
for immediate use and one spare. 
But one wheel failed in July 2012, 
and a second failed last month,  rob-
bing the spacecraft of its precision 
pointing ability. If at least one of 
the failed wheels cannot be recov-
ered, Kepler’s planet-hunting days 
are almost certainly over and a new 
mission will have to be drawn up for 

the spacecraft, 
requiring less 
precision. Engineers have identified 
a number of tests that could help de-
termine the chances of bringing  the 
balky wheels bask to life. They’re 
currently developing these com-
mands on the Kepler test bed at Ball 
Aerospace in Boulder, Colo., where 
the spacecraft was built.

The Childhood of Mars: 
warm wet and rusty

Mars’ atmosphere could have 
been rich in oxygen four billion years 
ago, well before Earth’s air became 
oxidizing. A paper just published in 
the journal “Nature” suggests that 
the planet was once warm, wet and 
quite habitable. The much later rise 
of atmospheric oxygen on Earth 2.5 
billion years ago was due to the ap-
pearance of carbon dioxide eating 
and oxygen expelling plants. 

 This surprising conclusion 
comes from a comparison of Martian 
meteorites found on Earth and data 
from Nasa’s Spirit rover, which ex-
amined surface rocks at Gusev Cra-
ter on Mars. Both meteorites and 

surface volcanic rocks originated in 
the deep interior of Mars, but the 
surface rocks come from a more oxy-
gen-rich environment. This result is 
surprising because while the mete-
orites are geologically young, around 
180 million to 1.4 billion years old, 
the Spirit rover was analyzing a very 
old part of Mars, more than 3.7 bil-
lion years old.

How did Mars get so much ox-
ygen so early in its lifetime? Water 
vapor molecules can be split by sun-
light into oxygen and hydrogen. Most 
of that hydrogen and oxygen would 
have recombined back to water. 
However, because of the weak grav-
ity of Mars (about one-third that of 
Earth) a small fraction of the hydro-
gen would have escaped, leaving a 
small oxygen excess on Mars. A simi-
lar loss of hydrogen did not occur on 
Earth because of our stronger grav-

ity. Thus, early 
Mars had more 
oxygen than 
early Earth. Ox-
idation is what 
gives Mars its 
distinctive color. 
It’s rust that 
has given Mars 
its identity as 
the god of war. 
So our neighbor 
was warm, wet 
and rusty bil-
lions of years 
before Earth’s 
atmosphere be-
came oxygen-
rich. Life more 
ancient than an-
ything on Earth 
may have es-
tablished a brief 
foothold on that 
planet. 

Plate tec-
tonics and life 
on other plan-
ets

N e i t h e r 
Mars nor Venus 
has plate tecton-
ics or magnetic 
fields. Neither one has life. Can there 
be a connection? When new planets 
form their interiors contain radioac-
tive elements such as uranium, tho-
rium and potassium. The heat from 
the decay of these elements produces 
a molten core, which is a crucial ele-
ment in this story. If the planet is ro-
tating, the core will generate a mag-
netic field. The magnetic field shields 
the planet from the hot winds of 
charged particles coming from their 
sun, which can strip away a planet’s 
atmosphere. The magnetic field also 
shields life on the planet from lethal 
doses of these particles. In the case 
of the earth, flow of heat from the 
core results in large plates of rock 
which slide horizontally, jostle each 
other, and sink below one another. 
The collision of these plates creates 
mountain ranges such as the Hima-
layas, the volcanic rings of fire of the 
Pacific, and deep oceanic trenches. 

At the boundaries of colliding 
plates one plate dives below an-
other, and this process, subduction, 
depletes carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere by carrying carbon diox-
ide bearing rocks deep underground 
where they are locked into the 
earth’s mantle. Without this moder-
ating process, carbon dioxide would 

build up to produce a run-away 
greenhouse similar to that of Venus. 

Water is the key that unlocks 
life upon a planet. Water converts 
the minerals into weaker com-
pounds, turning basaltic rock into 
soft mushy stuff like talc, which ena-
bles the plates to slide smoothly. And 
of course, biological life as we know 
it cannot exist without water. As as-
tronomers sift through the data on 
the 3000 or so exoplanets detected by 
Kepler, they are looking not only for 
planets in the so-called Goldilocks 
zone around their star (neither too 
hot nor too cold) but also for plan-
ets with  oceans of water, magnetic 
fields, continents, and evidence of 
plate tectonics. Although it is neces-
sary for life, water is not sufficient for 
the evolution of sentient life. Worlds 
covered with water cannot carry evo-
lution very far. For one thing, they 
can be boring places, lacking the en-
vironmental changes that spur evo-
lution. For another, without dry con-
tinents, evolving intelligences would 
not have fire. Without fire metals 
could not be worked to create elec-
tronics for computers, to build auto-
mobiles, or search for planets among 
the stars. 
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The Kepler Space Craft tested at Ball Aerospace.

West Coast margin, before formation of the San Andreas Fault system

The plates of Earth.

Integrating structural, emotional, nutritional health in one treatment

For local appointments, call Joya Skye: 719.937.8154
http://quantumchiropractic.org

Daniel B. Flemming, D.C.
Quantum Chiropractic Care

719.337.6633

http://quantumchiropractic.org
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by Lisa Cyriacks
Colorado Governor, John 

Hickenlooper, has signed Senate 
Bill 241 into law creating a new 
program within the Department of 
Agriculture to oversee the regula-
tion of commercial hemp produc-
tion. This bill, sponsored by San 
Luis Valley Senator Larry Crowder 
and 20 other Colorado legislators, 
effectively nullifies the federal ban 
on industrial hemp farming in Col-
orado.

Senate Bill 241 classifies can-
nabis possessing no more than 
three-tenths of one percent THC as 
an agricultural commodity.

The bill establishes a 9-mem-
ber committee, a statewide In-
dustrial Hemp Pilot Program and 
Registry, within the state Depart-
ment of Agriculture to oversee the 
creation of regulations governing 
the licensed cultivation of hemp 
for commercial and research pur-
poses. The department must adopt 
regulations for the new program no 
later than March 1, 2014.

The recent passage of Amend-
ment 64 legalizing the cultivation 
and recreational use of marijuana 
in Colorado had the major impact 
on the state’s agricultural sector, 
and laid the groundwork for pas-
sage of this bill. Now, farmers in 
Colorado can apply for a 10-acre 
research plot, or they can apply for 
larger farms.

The plant itself appears to 
meet most of the San Luis Valley’s 
growing requirements, but seed 
bred specifically for high altitude, 
short season regions has yet to be 
patented. For San Luis Valley grain 
growers, accommodating a hemp 
crop should not be much of a chal-
lenge. It utilizes the same equip-
ment with minor modifications.

Law dictates that hemp pro-
cessing also has to take place in the 
state, and Hemp Cleans Executive 
Director Jason Lauve adds that 
hemp doesn’t “travel well,” making 
local processing an important piece 
of the impending industry.

The death of the United States 
hemp industry is attributed to the 
passage of the 1937 Marihuana 
Tax Act, along with the enactment 
of the federal controlled substanc-
es act of 1970. Under federal law, 
the Drug Enforcement Agency has 
prevented the production of hemp 
within the United States. With this 
new Colorado law, industrial hemp 
farming appears poised to make a 
comeback. According to reports, a 
60-acre plot of land in the south-
eastern corner of Colorado will be 

the first test plot for hemp plants. 
According to pro-hemp activ-

ists, hemp is an amazingly robust 
industrial plant, the various com-
ponents of which can be used in a 
variety of commercial and nutri-
tional applications. Hemp seed oil, 
for instance, and hemp protein are 
popular omega-3 fatty acid-rich 
food products consumed by mil-
lions of health-conscious individu-
als. Hemp fiber is also sometimes 
used to reinforce concrete and 
to fortify automobile bodies and 
frames. And beyond this, hemp 
naturally cleanses soil and water, 
which makes it a powerful force for 
good in the environment.

Federal legislation, the Indus-
trial Hemp Farming Act of 2013, to 
amend the Controlled Substances 
Act to exclude industrial hemp 
from the definition of marijuana, is 
currently pending in the US Sen-
ate and House of Representatives. 
The amendment is cosponsored by 
Senator Jeff Merkley (D-OR), Sen-
ator Rand Paul (R-KY), and Senate 
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell 
(R-KY).

Eight states—Colorado, 
Maine, Montana, North Dakota, 
Oregon, Vermont, Washington, and 
West Virginia—have enacted stat-
utory changes defining industrial 
hemp as distinct agricultural prod-
uct and allowing for its regulated 
commercial production. Passage 
of this amendment would remove 
existing federal barriers and allow 
these states and others the author-
ity to do so without running afoul 
of federal anti-drug laws.

The United States is the only 
developed nation that fails to cul-
tivate industrial hemp as an com-
mercial, economic crop.

The United States is current-
ly the world’s largest importer of 
hemp (China and Canada are the 
top two exporters in the world). 
Governor Hickenlooper’s signature 
on this historic bill has effectively 
enabled Colorado farmers to par-
ticipate and profit in this market.

Hemp production signed into law;
Holds promise for SLV growers

Collegiate Peaks Bank, ready to serve
Collegiate Peaks Bank is proud to be able to serve the residents of 

the San Luis Valley. The bank is headquartered in Buena Vista and has 
branches in Salida, Denver and Aurora. They are scheduled to open a new 
office at North Denver in August. The offices in the upper Arkansas Val-
ley are currently going through major renovations in order to serve their 
customers better. Call them for all of you loan or deposit needs. They are a 
community bank, locally owned and managed by your friends and neigh-
bors.  719-539-1308.

Friendly staff at Collegiate Peaks Bank welcome you!

MOUNTAIN VALLEY LUMBER

Route 285 / County Road X ~ Saguache

655-2400
House Logs     Beams     Aspen Paneling

Lumber     Fencing     Firewood

Quality Forest Products



 



Terrapin Enterprise, Inc.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net
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Colorado fire season is here with 
a vengeance. 
Are you scared, or prepared & aware?

S m o k e  C o L u m nCommunity information from 
the Baca Grande Volunteer Fire Department

by Alder Lakish, 
BGFD Volunteer
On days when the wind blows 

from the southwest, you can smell the 
smoke in the air from the large wild-
fires burning near Pagosa Springs and 
South Fork. To the north of us a huge 
fire has been burning in the Royal 
Gorge, and further north is the epic 
Black Forest fire that has consumed 
hundreds of homes and thousands of 
acres of timber, grasslands and scrub. 
Local fires burning with this kind of 
intensity all around us is a clear indi-
cator of our fire potentials here in the 
community.

As most of the locals know, Cre-
stone and the Baca are in the middle 
of a very potent wildfire corridor that 
combines high wind potential with 
upslope forests of dry, and very sappy, 
piñon and juniper trees. In wildfire 
terms you could almost say that we 
are living in a gunpowder storage 
room. With our great potential for fast 
fire growth on dry and windy days, 
the only way to prevent disaster is to 
prevent wildfires from starting, and if 
we cannot prevent them from starting, 
we rely on a handful of our community 
members to be fast and vigilant at put-
ting them out while they are still quite 
small. If any fire becomes large enough 
to begin jumping from one large tree to 
another, it is very likely that not even 
a fleet of fire helicopters and air tank-
ers would be able to put it out before it 
spreads into a major fire. In firefighter 
terms this means that our local fire de-
partments as well as our community 
must be very adept at “initial attack” 
fire defense. 

The other key component of 
proper fire defense is what we call “fire 
mitigation,” which means preparing 
areas ahead of time to reduce the abil-
ity of fires to spread catastrophically 
through those areas. In major wild-
fires that have occurred in Colorado, 
in the past several years it is clear to 
see that areas where “fire mitigation” 
has been done before the fires broke 
out sustained less damage than un-
mitigated areas. Those mitigated ar-

eas also enable fire crews to establish 
much more effective fire barriers in a 
shorter amount of time should a major 
wildfire occur. 

Both the Town of Crestone and 
the Baca have been implementing 
grant money furnished from national 
and state funding sources to help us 
perform mitigation on public property. 
However, in the face of extreme fire 
behavior like the rest of the state is 
currently experiencing, mitigation has 
the same effect that sandbags would 
have in front of a tsunami. Private 
citizens are continuously encouraged 
to mitigate their properties, register 
for reverse 911 (www.slve911.org), and 
know how and where to evacuate early 
if contacted. The life you save will be 
your own.

As public servants we are not 
here to scare anyone. If you find your-
self reacting with fear it is time to 
become aware and prepared. To help 
keep our community safe, please pass 
this awareness on to other locals and 
to help educate tourists and other visi-
tors about the risks and proper safety 
procedures for avoiding ignitions. 

Respect burn bans and firework 
restrictions, fully extinguish all camp-
fires and properly dispose of cigarette 
butts. Never light fires outside of in-
spected fire rings. Never toss cigarette 
butts out of car windows or on the 
ground. And all campfires must be 
fully extinguished with enough wa-
ter to make the ashes swim. Never 
leave unattended smoldering camp-
fires, not even in inspected fire rings. 
Wind gusts may pick up embers and 
carry them into the trees hours after 
the fire seemed to stop smoking. And 
never start an open fire during a state 
or county fire ban. Those restrictions 
are in place for a very good reason—
because those are the guidelines that 
help keep our community safe.

For those of us that respond bet-
ter to litigious threats than common 
sense concern, be aware that folks who 
ignite irresponsible fires can, and will, 
be held civilly, and in some cases crimi-
nally, liable. Now that’s scary.

Creating your defensible space
from www.readyforwildfire.org

ZONE 1—Extends 30 feet out from buildings, decks, and other 
structures

1. Remove all dead plants, grass and weeds.
2. Remove dead or dry leaves and pine needles from your yard, roof 
and rain gutters.
3. Trim trees regularly to keep branches a minimum of 10 feet from 
other trees.
4. Remove dead branches that hang over your roof. And keep branch-
es 10 feet away from your chimney.
5. Relocate exposed woodpiles outside of Zone 1 unless they are com-
pletely covered in a fire resistant material.
6. Remove or prune flammable plants and shrubs near windows.
7. Remove vegetation and items that could catch fire from around and 
under decks.
8. Create a separation between trees, shrubs and items that could 
catch fire, such as patio furniture, swing sets, etc.

Zone 2—Extends 30 to 100 feet from buildings & other structures
9. Cut or mow annual grass down to a maximum height of 4 inches.
10. Create horizontal spacing between shrubs and trees. (See diagram)
11. Create vertical spacing between grass, shrubs and trees. (See dia-
gram)
12. Remove fallen leaves, needles, twigs, bark, cones, and small 
branches. However, they may be permitted to a depth of 4 inches if 
erosion control is an issue.

BOTH ZONES—0 to 100 feet from buildings and other structures
13.  Mow before 10am, but never when it’s windy or excessively dry.
14. Protect water quality. Do not clear vegetation near waterways to 
bare soil. Vegetation removal can cause soil erosion—especially on 
steep slopes. 

Defensible space zones graphic courtesy of readyforwildfire.org

SECURITY
FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS

Remote Home Control
Closed Circuit TV - Internet Access

719-480-2738
26620 20th St. Moffat, CO 81143

azezadenver@gmail.com
Providing Security Services 

to the Valley Since 1996A
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Under Contract

3435C W. Graceful Ct - $184,999
Private 3bd/2ba, 1872sf 2-story newer 
frame home on 1.467 acres in CH2 w/ 
wood floors, wood stove, good views, 
& 436sf wrap-deck.  

 

2721 Happy Hollow Wy - $149,000
This ~1000sf, 1-1/2 story, 2bd/1ba 
cottage has a beautiful front rock 
exterior. Amazing views in quiet 
neighborhood close to retreat centers.  

 

3736 Jubilant Way - $149,000
Lovely 3bd/1ba home on 1.152 acres, 
protected views. Large loft master 
bedroom. Tongue & groove aspen 
ceilings, honeycomb window 
coverings, wood stove, garden & shed 

 New Listings

4407 Twinview Terrace $119,000
2-story custom ~1450sf strawbale 
home. 2bd/1ba w/ studio/office/den. 
Highly efficient passive solar heat w/ 
wood backup. Copper countertops, 
adobe & wood floors, flagstone patio.  

 

933 Moonlight Way $234,000
Bright sunny custom 2115 sq. ft. home 
w/ valley & mountain views.3bd/1.5ba, 
study with full guest apartment below. 
Radiant floor heat. Custom tile and 
woodwork, storage.  

  Baca Meadows

Townhouse 6, - $199,000 
Renovated & furnished 3bd/3ba 
1622sf single-level townhouse w. 
granite tile counters, pantry, arch & 
walled courtyard.

 

Townhouse 9 - $159,000
2-story 2bd/2ba 1480sf corner 
townhouse with mountain views. 
Wrap around patio and balcony. 
Peaceful & relaxing. Immaculate 
condition.  

Was $219,000 Retreat Home 

 

 

SOLD!

233CR Sweetgrass OL - $219,000
This strawbale 1792sf 2bd/1ba 
home plus loft built in 1995 on 2.24 
acres close to town with lovely 
fenced garden area. Radiant floor 
heat + woodstove. New Listings!

  

2676C Happy Hollow Wy - $215,000
Great value on this 2bd/2ba/office 
home on .927 acre w/sustainable 
systems, grow dome, yurt, orchards 
& watering systems. Very nice.  

 

 3486C Graceful Way - $179,900
3000+sf, 5bd/2.75ba home w. 
separate studio apartment, sun-
room, radiant floor heat, oversized 
garage, courtyard/garden, an 
AMAZING $83/sf!    

294C Palomino Way - $159,000
1 or 2 bdrm, 1ba, 1141sf home on 
1.1 acres. Close to town, private w/ 
bamboo fenced yard & custom iron 
gates. Cherry woodwork, stained 
glass windows, window seats.   

364 E Birch Trail - $89,900 
Was $115,000
1207sf + Greenhouse on 10+ acres 
(Lots 362-365). Horse property, 
strawbale, solar off-grid.   

Under Contract

 3615C Splendid Terrace - $239,000
This spacious & bright 1938sf, 
3bd/2.5ba, southwestern style 
home sits on 1.79acres. Guest 
house w/full bath + kitchenette.  

 3713 Enchanted Way  - $195,000
Beautiful Southwest style 1460sf 
2bd/1.75 ba.  Feat:  jetted tub & 
shower in m-bath, aspen ceilings, 
radiant floor heat, wood burning 
stove, terrace & pond.  Adj. lot incl.

  Sustainable! Studio Apartment Off-Grid - New Price Guest House

Town of Crestone

345 S. Cedar, Crestone - $189,000
1434sf  3bd/2ba Cottage 
Neighborhoods. Downtown 
Crestone, walk to the grocery 
stores, Post Office, bank, shopping, 
restaurants & new school.  

 

370 South Alder - $187,500
Flexible space with 5 BD/2BA or 
two separate units. 1950sf. Part of 
Cottage Neighborhoods downtown 
Crestone.

 

375 S. Cedar - $134,000
Charming 2-story home filled with 
light, 1100sf, 2bd/1ba Conveniently 
located in downtown Crestone. Easy 
walk to stores, restaurants, bank, post 
office and Charter School.  

Off-Grid Green Living

573C Cottonwood Creek Tr  $324,000
CUSTOM OFF-GRID STRAWBALE 
1855sf  2bd/1.75 on 8.59acres. 
Garage 808sf. Fine finishes. Open 
floorplan. Views. Additional land 
available. Exquisite!   

 

358 Birch Road - $289,000
Off grid home with 3bd/2ba, office, 
2nd living room, modern efficient 
kitchen & elegant bathrooms-an 
inspired renovation.  Natural light, 
expansive & unobstructed views.  

 

1381 Saddlerock Trail - $159,000 
Cute 1100sf 2bd/1ba strawbale 
home. Solar hot water, radiant heat 
bamboo floors, sunroom, views, 
courtyard. Garden and Shed    

Baca Grande Properties

1234C Brookview  NOW - $459,000
Lee Mitchell custom home. 2400sf 
3BD/2.5BA/Office/attached 2 car 
garage, balconies. Magnificent 
Views.

Close to new Crestone School Single family OR Duplex Was $149,000 Exquisite!
Rustic meets Modern-

15.31 acres 

Reduced- Was $175,000 Was $499,000

Baca Grande Properties

786C Panorama Way - $427,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
SR/library/balconies ~2400sf home 
with fabulous gardens sits on 2.14 
acres w 2-car garage/studio.   

483C Point of Rock OL  $333,000
Teahen Construction, Beautiful 
3bd/2ba 2-story home on 1.946 
acres Attached 2 car garage, 
detached studio. High energy 
efficiency & quality throughout.     

 

1342 Badger Rd - NOW  $325,000
2bd/1.75ba/office/screen porch/ 
864sf 2-car garage. SW-style home 
on 13.5 acres. Backs to creek/trees, 
2 stalls/paddocks/pastures. 
Expansive views.   

 

1540C Willow Creek Wy  $250,000
This classic farmhouse has 3bd/ 
2.5ba, large deck w/hot tub, 2 
screen porches, hardwood floors, 
large studio w/bath & kitchenette. 

 

4262C Serene Way - $299,900 
Immaculate 2500sf 3-level home 
on .98ac, 5bd/2.75ba. Walkout 
basement includes den/yoga room, 
radiant floor heat, bricked patio.  

 

3919 Cordial Way - $299,000
Two story, 3BD/2.5BA  ~2400 sf home 
has a walled courtyard & 4 intimate 
decks w/ great views. Southwest style 
home gracefully adorned with fine 
details and finishes.  

733C N. Rendezvous OL - $295,000
This 1972sf 2bd/1.75ba/large 
studio/office Southwestern style 
strawbale home is located on 1.14 
acres at end of secluded cul-de-sac. 
Adjacent lots avail.  

Was $459,000 Was $349,000 

Was $349,000

 Horse Property  Detached Studio

WAS $315,000 Was $349,000

A lovely sanctuary

Bonus Cabin/Studio

 

1202 Hilltop Way - $295,000
Lee Mitchell custom-built, 3bd/2ba 
home on 5-Chalet 1 lots. Fine 
finishes, radiant floor heat & framed 
views.   

22 Alpine Way - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 
2232sf home close to town.  
Screened porch & wrap deck.  Gra-
cious Living with exceptional views!

1647C Willow Creek Way - $269,000   
Brand New Terrapin Construction. 
1780sf 3bd/2ba home on 1.98 
acres with 2 decks + flagstone 
patio/walkways. Backs to Greenbelt. 
Views.    

1216C Chaparral Way - $259,000
Immaculate 3bd/2.5ba custom 
home built by Keith Teahen on 
1.132acres. Beautiful master suite 
w/ elegant master bath. Located on 
quiet street.

1234 Laredo Trail - $265,000
This strawbale 1831sf 3bd/2ba home 
has detached studio on 1.86 acres 
with magnificent views. Fine finishes, 
diamond plastered walls, open 
floorplan. Master suite with soak tub.  

 

1738C Willow Creek - Way $239,000
New Paul Koppana strawbale 
eco-friendly home high in Chalet 1.  
2bd/2ba, 1532sf on .91acres. Strong 
passive solar. Solar radiant floor heat & 
domestic hot water. Energy efficient.  

3869C Jubilant Terrace - $235,000 
10 sided two story home on 2.08 
acres on greenbelt w. creek. Private 
cul-de-sac. 360° views/large deck. 
Possible Owner Financing  

5 Lots! New Construction
Detached Studio

New Construction

 

764 Indian Hill OL - $232,000
This sunny 3 bedroom 2 bath ~1800+ 
sq. ft. home. 2 living areas- with 
magnificent views from interior & 
deck. Detached 576 sq.ft garage & 
studio. Open plan & energy efficient. 

 

4511C Ridgecrest Way - $239,000
Straw bale home 1.59 acres Backs 
to greenbelt and national park. 2 
adjacent building lots available. Built 
by Paul Koppana.  

4114C Cordial Way - $217,000
2171sf 3bd/2ba w/loft and extra room 
up on 1.021 acres of wooded lot.  
Decks and 2 car garage. Rastra walls. 
Spacious open floor plan. Adjacent lot 
available.  

2664 Happy Hollow - $215,000
This spacious 2356sf home On 1.041 
acres with 4bd/2ba, 2 separate dining 
areas + gardens, carport & workshop! 
Large windows-sunshine & awesome 
views. Passive solar & woodstove. 

1447 Chaparral Way - $212,000
This 1440sf 2bd/2ba home-complete 
remodel with bamboo flooring, 
Jenn-Air stainless appliances, maple 
cabinets, granite countertops, 
travertine bathrooms, ma ba soak tub.  

 

3356C Camino Del Rey - $210,000
2 story, 1981sf,  2bd/1.75ba home w/
passive solar sunroom - great views 
on .864 acres .  Master suite w/
clawfoot tub, pine floors, pellet stove. 
Propane heat, great appliances.   

451C Chaparral - $209,000
1543-sf 2BD/1BA w/ sunroom, 
great room, patios, Roof top balcony 
with exquisite tree-top views.  On 
1.921 acres..  

Magnificent Views! 

WAS $260,000

Spacious & Gracious 

Includes Lot 1446

Was $239,000

1740C Willow Creek Way - $185,000
This 1 1/2 story home located on 1.32 
acres has 3bd/2ba with a downstairs 
studio. In addition it has a glassed-in 
sunroom with magnificent views. 
Wood floors downstairs. 

 

2747CR Easy Way - $180,000
A unique 2 story, 1768sf , 3bd/2ba 
home in Chalet 2, 1.86 acres. Brick 
floors, rock walls, wood ceilings. 
Passive solar w/ ETS heater, propane 
heater & woodstove. Detached shed.  

2681C Happy Hollow Wy $179,000
Custom 2000sf home on 1.427 
acres. 3bd/1.75ba/study or 4th bd 
w/separate entrance.  Flexible open 
floor plan. Hot tub, gardens, carport. 

1573C Kings Hill OL - $169,000
Bright 3bd/2ba renovated 1480sf 1 
1/2 level home with large 
south-facing windows & view deck 
on .84 acres. Easy access, paved 
roads.  

3485 E. Graceful Ct - NOW $154,000
Open floor plan - 2bd/1.75 ba w/lrg 
eastern deck  Oversized kitchen, ETS 
heater, wood stove. Spacious ma 
bdrm/ba w/long soak tub. Views.  

151 Moonlight Way - $119,000
Greenbelt/creek setting. 3bd/2ba 
1456sf home w/2 car garage. Open 
floor plan, large deck, close to 
paved roads.  

Gorgeous Views! 

Was $249,000

Motivated Seller

Reduced-Was $179,000 WAS $159,00

JULY2013 
Listings

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

 719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com

Jump in 
on an 
active 

market!

Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker

SOLD!
SOLD!

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD!
SOLD!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
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Several years ago the idea of 
a cooperative of neighbors working 
together to build the infrastructure, 
share the expenses and work, and of 
course, share the harvest, began to 
take shape. Robin Blankenship has 
also been creating the garden space 
to serve as an outdoor classroom for 
local schools and the larger commu-
nity. Sustainable agriculture, bio dy-
namics, permaculture, water conser-
vation, and high altitude gardening 
techniques are all areas of learning in 
the “Garden on the Curve”. 

The land at the entrance to Cre-
stone that the garden, orchard and 
corral occupy is owned by Larry and 
Sandy Arnt. Sandy’s family has been 
in Crestone for several generations. 
They were both interested in start-
ing a garden but their work in Salida 
made it hard to have the time to get 
started. 

Nels and Amanda Pearson have 
been working in the garden for sev-
eral years now and have introduced 
many varieties of heirloom seeds. 
Nels loves to get out in the cool early 
morning air and water. Amanda has 
developed several terrific recipes us-
ing garden produce combined with 
wild plants that thrive as ground 

cover and water retention crops, like 
purslane.

Crestone Charter School class-
es took the planting lead this spring.  
The students planted cherry bushes 
and new apple trees in the orchard 

area and also planted beans, sunflow-
ers and marigold seeds at the begin-
ning of May. Robin Blankenship’s 
Earth Knack interns took over the big 

project of planting rows of raspberry 
and blackberry bushes this June.

Robin combines her work in the 
garden on the curve with the Charter 
School, where she teaches sustain-
able agriculture and nature-based 
learning. She is also coordinating 
with Cho Ku Rei to develop commu-
nity education classes around agri-
culture and animal husbandry. Earth 
Knack interns had a big adventure 
this month brushing yaks and learn-
ing to felt!

Recently, a family event horse 
clinic was held at the garden. Rick 
Williams gave a horse shoeing dem-
onstration, Ben Hurd drove Kate and 
Jake, his cart pulling mules into the 
pasture and talked about harnessing, 
hitching and driving, and Michael 
Dyas told some cowboy 
tall tales.

The next sponsored 
class will be the Medici-
nal Herb Tea Party, held 
on Friday afternoon, July 
19. Participants will learn 
to make herbal infusions, 
identify and use common 
medicinal plants, and 
learn responsible wild 
harvesting techniques. 
These classes are spon-
sored through Robin’s 
Earth Knack program 
and more information can 
be found at: www.earth-
knack.com

Saturday, July 13, 
Sandy Arnt will be cook-
ing a delicious down home 
brunch served in the gar-
den at 10:30. This brunch 
is for volunteers who will 
arrive that same morning 
at 8am sharp and put in 
2 hours of cooperative ef-
fort in the herb and flower gardens, 
in the new berry patch, in the orchard 
and around the corrals and paddock. 
Come help make this wonderful gar-
den on the curve an even more invit-
ing “Welcome to Crestone!”  Sandy 
needs to know how many to serve, 
so please call Robin by Thursday, 
July 18 at 256-4909 to reserve your 
brunch spot at the picnic table!

Crestone Charter School fami-
lies, local neighbors and the com-
munity at large is welcome to talk 
with Nels and Amanda or Robin 
about being a cooperative gardener. 
Once we find enough help to empty 

the compost bucket each evening, 
keeping the area safe from bears, we 
will be offering community compost-
ing at the garden once again. Also, 
Woodrow Barnes, known locally as 
“the egg man”, is offering chicken 
manure compost for sale out of the 
south paddock. 

Keep your eyes and ears open 
for a community announcement of 
the 1st Annual Slow Foods Garden 
Banquet Dinner later in August!

Real Fun! Real Food! Real 
Learning! And Real Local! That’s 
what “Gardening on the Curve” is all 
about!

Crestone Curve Cooperative Garden is all planted out and starting to pop! 

Call Darlene Yarbrough–The #1 Real Estate Broker in Crestone for Integrity • Experience • Success - 719.256.4198
www.YarbroughRealEstate.com   email: Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com

darlene yarbrough real estate - Featured Properties

Retreat Properties

NOW - $669,000
Residential Retreat Complex + 
strawbale home, sep. office build-
ing & 2 building lots. Labyrinth, 
gardens, yurt, grow dome. 
Beautiful!  

3926 Cordial Way  $689,000 
4100sf, 4bd/3.5ba, architecturally 
designed palatial main home amid 
trees, and 550SF guest cottage. 
Over-sized 2-car garage. 
Beautiful!  

Commercial Properties

200 Cottonwood - $575,000
Curt’s Olde Country Store. 6,320sf 
retail property w/ fixtures included 
and gas pumps. Prime Downtown 
Crestone Real Estate - 
GREAT VALUE!  

121 E. Galena - $495,000
Premiere, newly renovated dntwn 
commercial bldg, incl. upstairs apt. 
and 3 rentals 1st floor, one with 
modern commercial kitchen. 
Great opportunity! 

Bed & Breakfast

Willow Springs (Moffat) 
NOW $299,000
9 Bd/3Ba 3600sf; includes 
everything for a turnkey operation. 
Great Well!  

WAS $1,170,000 23+ acres on the creek

RETAIL! Residential + Restaurant + Retail

Was $349,000

JULY 2013 Listings

Cooperative Garden volunteers enjoy an 
early morning breakfast.

Amanda Pearson serves the tea. 

Nels and Amanda Pearson plant the 
pumpkins under mini hot house boxes.

TM

Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

719-852-3538
800-332-7634
P.O. Box 3625

Monte Vista, CO  81144
www.slvrec.com

power@slvrec.com

 · Voltage Protection Rating (VPR): A measure of the surge protector’s let-through voltage, which is the 
 maximum voltage a surge protector will let through to connected devices. The lower the VPR number, the 
better the protection.

 · Joule Rating: The total amount of energy a surge protector is capable of absorbing over time. A higher joule 
rating may indicate a longer product lifespan. Look for a joule rating above 600 for normal household use. 

 · Response Time: How quickly the surge protector reacts to a surge, measured in nanoseconds. The faster the 
response time, the better the protection. One nanosecond or less is ideal.

 · Connected Equipment Insurance Policy: Check policy value and limitations. More is better!

For the best protection, use a whole-house surge protector in  
conjunction with a good surge protector.  

SLVREC sells whole-house surge protectors. Call to learn more!

Surge Protection Saves Equipment!
Surge protectors dampen the 
 effects of power surges to protect 
electric appliances and equip-
ment. Surge protectors come 
in many shapes and sizes. Even 
those that look the same on the 
outside may offer differing levels 
of protection. Follow this guide 

to compare surge protectors when you make your purchase:

http://www.earth-knack.com
http://www.earth-knack.com
http://www.earth-knack.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
mailto:Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com
http://www.slvrec.com
mailto:power@slvrec.com


Page B-8 • The Crestone Eagle • July, 2013 www.crestoneeagle.com

by Ed Lyell
America’s big banks with high 

fees and interest rates now charge 
as much as “Louie the loan shark” 
charged back in the 1950’s when he 
worked for organized crime. The 
wealthy bank owners pay their 
CEOs over 500 times the aver-
age worker, whereas more than 50 
times is illegal in most of the world. 
Yet as wages for American workers 
have not increased beyond infla-
tion since 1979, the working class 
has shifted from being savers to 
borrowers. The banks borrow the 
money from the Federal Reserve 
for under 1% and lend it out at 39% 
and above. The CEOs have become 
America’s new monarchy. Large 
corporations pay little if any taxes 
and get expanding government 
payments through deductions and 
tax credits. Corporate and farm 
welfare payments now exceed fam-
ily welfare.

The newly released Pew 
foundation survey showed income 
and wealth disparity increasing 
yet again. “the 8 million house-
holds in the U.S. with a net worth 
above $836,033 saw their aggre-
gate wealth rise by an estimated 
$5.6 trillion, while the 111 mil-
lion households with a net worth 
at or below that level saw their 
aggregate wealth decline by an 
estimated $0.6 trillion (pewso-
cialtrends.org/2013/04/23/a-rise-
in-wealth-for-the-wealthydeclines-
for-the-lower-93). The bankers 
make more money as the majority  
borrows more. 

Banks have also been playing 
“Pac-man”, leaving only a few big 
banks which now control the bank-
ing industry. These too-big-to-fail 
(or tax) banks seem uninterested 
in competing with one another, as 
all charge outrageous fees, includ-
ing late fees, earning them over 
35 billion dollars a year. This is al-
most all profit given the near zero 
cost to shift a customer’s money 
from one account to another when 
one is overdrawn.  Yet banks will 
charge 15 to 35 dollars to have the 
computer move that money. On an 
annual percentage rate this is like 
the pay day loan business with its 
thousands of percent in annualized 
interest payments. Of course that 
makes sense since the payday loan 

business is also run by America’s 
big banks using other names. All of 
this is legal since banks have “pur-
chased” the laws they want from 
state and federal government poli-
ticians. 

This seems to be a scheme to 
take what had been healthy middle 
class working Americans, with real 
freedoms, and subjugate them back 
into serfdom and slavery through 
diminishing wages, increasing 
hours worked, loss of holiday and 
vacation time, loss of pensions, 
and elimination of paid health care 
benefits. Since the 2007 crash the 
wealth of the top 5% has been re-
turned to them through taxpayer 
bailouts. The 95% are economically 
at the same point that they were 
in 1979 in real wages, while their 
debt load is many times higher. The 
fastest growing debt burden since 
2007 has been student loans. Since 
families have no savings, live on 
the economic margin, and cannot 
help their children go to ever more 
expensive universities, the super 

wealthy have been kind enough to 
create a trillion dollar loan program 
wherein the student cannot ever 
declare bankruptcy and get rid of 
this debt. Yet the wealthy lenders 
have the federal government, we 
taxpayers, guaranteeing that the 
bank will never lose a dime. 

On July 1 these same banks 
will double the interest rates on 
student loans, while still getting 
the money to lend from the govern-
ment at 1%. We should just have 
the government loan students the 
money at 1% by creating a system 
of national, non-profit banks. The 
status quo keeps giving more profit 
to the bankers so that they can dis-
tribute hundred million dollar bo-
nuses at the expense of our youth, 
and America’s long term global 
competitive position.  The Euro-
pean countries now have twice our 
annual earnings per family and 
provide free university to their 
children. Thus they are expanding 
their work force competitiveness as 
we diminish ours. 

I cannot imagine a more abu-
sive system if a mid-1950’s organ-
ized crime family had designed it 
themselves. Perhaps taking over 
American banks is what was meant 
when Michael Corleone in God Fa-
ther II told his old crony crooks 
that he was taking his crime family 
into legitimate business. He might 
have meant banking. America 
had laws against such high inter-
est rates and fees for over a hun-
dred years. These usury laws arose 
out of biblical warnings from the 
Old Testament, New Testament, 
Quran, and Asian cultural rules. It 
has always been known that if the 
powerful can force people to borrow 
money, and charge high rates and 
fees, then you will have created 
serfs and slaves to those powerful 
wealthy families. America is again 
at the income and wealth disparity 
of the late 1700’s and that century 
saw the working class attacking 
the wealthy in multiple countries 
in differing forms of revolution. 
The big question is whether the 
middle class can ever regain eco-
nomic dignity and power without a 
revolution, and will that be a politi-
cal revolution or something else? 

In Search of Economic Reality

Soaking the struggling

TM

What is the definition of the 
word cooperative? I looked 
it up on the web the other 
day and the first definition 
that came up was “working 
or acting together willingly 
or for a common purpose or 
benefit.” On June 4th, Gov-
ernor Hickenlooper signed 
into law Senate Bill 13-252 
which increases the amount 
of electricity that rural 
electric cooperatives must 
acquire from wind or solar 
or other qualified renew-
able sources. While there 
are many requirements in 
the new law that are unclear 
as to implementation and 
some of the increased 
requirements for renewable 
energy are certainly going 
to increase rates, the single 
most disturbing fact of this 
law is that there was virtu-

ally no real opportunity for 
input or dialog offered by the 
legislature to the Colorado 
electric cooperatives. The 
Senate, and then the House 
of Representatives, pushed 
this legislation through in 
near record time. There was 
a committee hearing in the 
Senate and later, one in the 
House, but it was painfully 
obvious that all comments 
and suggestions made by the 
electric cooperatives fell on 
deaf ears. So much for the 
concept of cooperation.

The new requirements 
in the law now mandate that 
by 2020, electric coopera-
tives must get 20 percent of 
their electric energy from 
qualified renewable sources, 
thus doubling the previous 
requirement of 10 percent 
by 2020. The new law does 
state that cooperatives don’t 
have to increase their rates 
by more than 2 percent in 
an effort to meet the 20 per-
cent requirement, but it will 
be virtually impossible to 
limit rate increases to 2 per-
cent and meet a 20 percent 
requirement by 2020. This is 

one new requirement that if 
the legislature really wanted 
to get to 20 percent renew-
able energy, they would have 
been well served to consult 
with the Colorado electric 
cooperatives on how that 
could be accomplished. 

The new law also requires 
SLVREC to “generate or 
cause to be generated” 1 per-
cent of “total retail electricity 
sales must be from distrib-
uted generation.” Distributed 
generation is defined as retail 
distributed generation and 
wholesale distributed gener-
ation. Retail distributed gen-
eration is typically the instal-
lation like the solar panel on 
the roof of your house or 
windmill in your back yard 
which is installed under the 
SLVREC net metering pro-
gram. Wholesale distributed 
generation is larger genera-
tion projects often thought 
of as commercial projects 
like the large solar facilities 
here in the San Luis Valley.

SLVREC will be work-
ing with our electric sup-
plier, Tri-State Generation 
& Transmission, to secure 

New Requirements

3625 US Hwy 160 W
P.O. Box 3625

Monte Vista, CO  81144

the electricity necessary to 
meet these new renewable 
electricity requirements in 
the most cost effective man-
ner possible, but I hold little 
hope of getting 20 percent of 
our electricity from renew-
able sources and limiting 
rate increases to 2 percent. 
Something will have to give. 
The new distributed gen-
eration requirement will 
force SLVREC to revise the 
requirements for connect-
ing these sources to our sys-
tem. In the past, one elec-
tric meter could be used 
for small solar and wind 
projects, which are on most 
residential and commercial 
accounts. This new require-
ment will require two meters 
on both new and existing 
installations to account for 
what is produced.

Loren Howard 
CEO San Luis Valley REC

Talmath Lakai • (719) 588-8276 • future@newgenenergy.com

New 
 Gen 
Energy

Plus, you can use 
the 30% tax credit!

Visit energystar.gov

2-collector domestic hot water solar system 

Starting at $7995 for roof mount.
Includes: 2 collectors, racking,  
80-gallon high performance tank,  
pump station, glycol, piping, 
controller, & warranteed installation.

Come hang out
with us

719.221.1301

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:future@newgenenergy.com
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 Aventa Credit Union. . . In Your Interest
Aventa has made a commitment to continue to communicate with Saguache County on a monthly basis through The Crestone 
Eagle. With the intent to keep open communication as to Aventa’s direction in Saguache County, we encourage you to email us 
your financial topics of interests, questions or comments to feedback@aventa.com.  

          Center   Colorado Springs  Crestone  
Pueblo   Saguache                    

      aventa.com 
      800.555.6665

Federally Insured by NCUA.
      Equal Housing Lender

Hit the open road
with an auto loan 

as low as 2.99%APR*
Plus Enjoy

NO PAYMENTS 
FOR 90 DAYS**

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR). APR is effective 05.01.2013, please call 800.555.6665 for 
current rates. Rates subject to change without notice. 2.99%APR requires a member to have 
direct deposit and make loan payments by either ACH or automatic transfer. For a $20,000 auto 
loan for a term of 60 months with an APR of 2.99%, the monthly payment will be $359.28. 
** 90 day no payment offer valid on auto loans only. Offer not valid on existing Aventa auto 
loans. Interest will accrue on the loan during the 90 day no payment period. To receive the 90 
days no payment offer, you must apply online or in a branch. All loans subject to approval. 
Rates, terms and conditions depend on qualifications. Membership qualifications apply. Equal 
opportunity lender. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Apply today by visiting 
aventa.com or calling 800.555.6665.

It only takes a few seconds to become a victim of financial 
fraud. But it often takes months to recover. 

Armed with discarded credit card receipts, checks, or deposit 
slips, today’s crooks are making unauthorized transactions from 
victims’ accounts, and even opening new--fraudulent--credit 
card and checking accounts. 

There are steps you can take to prevent your identity from theft:
 
• Examine all your financial statements. Promptly reconcile 
your monthly share draft account statement. Save check stubs 
and credit, debit, and ATM receipts. Report discrepancies be-
tween your records and monthly statements to the appropriate 
company. Check credit bureau reports at least once a year.
 
• Limit the paper trail. Store receipts and share draft carbons 
in a safe place. Or rip them up, especially areas where account 
numbers are visible. Destroy blank checks from closed-out ac-
counts and expired or unused credit cards. 
 
• Guard your purse or wallet. Thieves often target unoccupied 
vehicles, unlocked office drawers, and health club locker rooms. 

• Protect your personal identification number (PIN). Never 
keep your ATM PIN in the same place as your card. 

• Beware of phone scams. Never give your PIN or any other 
personal financial information to an unknown caller.
 
• Check your mail. If you haven’t received mail for a few days, 
you may be the victim of mail diversion fraud. This scam in-
volves a crook forging an individual’s signature on a change-of-
address form to divert your mail and obtain financial informa-
tion. If you suspect your address has been changed without 
your permission, contact the post office. 

• Track financial statements. Find out when financial state-
ments and plastic cards are due to arrive. If they’re late, contact 
your credit union or appropriate issuer.
 
• Protect yourself online. New technology allows online 
vendors to assure customers reasonable security from online 
theft. If you doubt the security of the vendor, order the items 
over the telephone.

Report any suspected identity theft to your financial institution  
as soon as you realize it has occurred. And visit the Federal 
Trade Commission identity theft Web site (ftc.gov/bcp/edu/
microsites/idtheft/) to view a copy of its publication, “Take 
Charge: Fighting Back Against Identity Theft.”

Protect Your Financial ID

Our Saguache Branch is now open for business!

Our new Saguache Branch is located at 311 4th Street in 
Saguache. The hours of operation are as follows:

Monday 8:30am-5:00pm
Wednesday 10:00am-5:00pm

Friday  8:30am - 5:00pm
Closed for lunch 12:00pm-1:00pm

Aventa is a proud sponsor of the 2013 Crestone Music Festival 
and will be at the festival Aug. 2-4, 2013. Please visit our tent, 
say hello, and get a free gift just for stopping by (limit one per 
person, while supplies last).

As the credit union for Saguache County and the San Luis Valley, 
we are committed to making a difference in the community and 
in the financial lives of our members. Visit any of our San Luis 
Valley locations and let us know how we can serve you.

ENRICHING

LIVES,

ENRICHING 

COMMUNITY.

mailto:feedback@aventa.com
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As I write this in mid-June, the 
Yuccas have already begun to bloom 
their extravagant white blooms—
tall spikes with lush white flowers 
brightening the landscape.  Those 
fabulous succulent flowers are ed-
ible, either raw (tasting somewhat 
like snow peas) or stir-fried, steamed, 
or in tempura.  Because of the sapo-
nins in Yucca, the plant could have 
a laxative effect.  See how it affects 
you before eating a large quantity.  
The young seed pods can be boiled or 
baked and eaten.  I have never eaten 
them so I can’t vouch for the taste!

Yucca flowers are pollinated by 
a yucca moth, with whom it has a 
symbiotic relationship.  Neither the 
moth nor the Yucca can live without 
the other.  So if you are preparing a 
meal of Yucca flowers and come across 
a moth or its larva in a flower—re-
lease it back outdoors to continue its 
lifecycle and that of the nearby Yuc-
cas.  Let’s save our pollinators!

Yucca root is anti-inflammato-
ry and has traditionally been used to 
benefit osteoarthritis.  Use the dry 
inner root in a decoction (simmered 
for 20 minutes).  If used daily for a 
long time it may affect the absorp-
tion of fat soluble vitamins, so take 
supplements as many hours apart as 
possible from the Yucca tea.  Yucca 
is contraindicated in pregnancy—ei-
ther as a medicine or as food.

The root of the Yucca plant 
can also be used as a soap or sham-
poo.  Use either the grated fresh root 

or the unpeeled dry root, cut into 
small pieces before drying.   The Rio 
Grande Herb Company makes a nice 
shampoo with Yucca and Scarlet 
Globe Mallow (Amole y Negrita), two 
of our local plants.

As one can imagine, Yucca leaves 
have been used to make sandals, bas-
kets, mats, brooms, paint brushes, 
and also as needles (with its fibers be-
ing used as the thread).  The fibers can 
also be twisted to make rope.

Take some time this month to 
enjoy Yucca.  Not only is it a great 
survivor in our dry climate, it also 
brings abundance with its beautiful 
flowers and many uses.  Let’s cel-
ebrate this true desert provider.

Dorje Root is an herbalist and 
natural healer, also working with 
Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive En-
ergy Healing and ‘The Journey’ cel-
lular healing.  For an appointment 
call 719-937-7786 or visit www.root-
sofhealing.com

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
                       by Dorje Root

Yucca (Yucca glauca)

Yucca in bloom.  photo by Dorje Root

 www.CrestoneRealEstate.net 
Tel (719) 256-5800    116 S. Alder Street, Suite D

Your Dedicated and
Attentive Agent

Vivia works for you.

Crestone

1500C Wagon Wheel rd:  2-5 br, 2 1/2 bath, 
2 car, 3,500 sf.  Owner-architect built jewel on 12 
treed and private acres protected by Willow Creek 
greenbelt.  Exquisite gardens, master suite, guest 
house, office & 400 sf hexagonal eagle’s nest 
lookout room with 360 degree views.  $549,000

4195C CapriCe Way: 1 br, 1 bath, 1200 sf.  
Delightful creekside adobe-style home.  Many 
windows, in-floor radiant.  Must see.  $147,000

Cottonwood Creek

512 e. MiCa:  1 br, 1 bath. Own a piece of 
paradise with this adorable off-grid cabin in town.  
Private location, 2/3 acre.  Well, garage.  $116,000

Town of Crestone

165 Canyon ol: 4 br, 1.5 bath, bright with 
beautiful views! 2 balconies, patio, screened porch, 
greenhouse; private location on cul de sac. Near
hiking trail, park and creek. Walk to town. $189,000

private with great Views!

3510 enChanTed:  3 br, 2 bath, 1833 sf.  
Spacious kitchen, living, and master. Two tank-
less water heaters for hot water & central heat.  
Nice location & lot. $139,000 now $119,000

great Value at $119,000!

958 MediTaTion ol:  3 br, 1.5 bath.  Private, 
meticulously maintained, energy-wise, bright, 
creative touches. Solar in-floor heat with electric 
backup. $218,000 now $205,000

request a Showing Today!

635C panoraMa:  3 br, 2 bath, 1504 sf. 
Great floor plan, single-level living, high ceilings, 
beautiful natural light, quality-built, well-cared 
for, excellent location.  $195,000

Convenient Chalet i location!

1615 WilloW Creek Way:  2-3 br, 2 bath, 
1600 sf.  Open floor plan, bright, well-maintained. 
Hot water baseboard heat, carport.  On green-
belt. 2nd lot included. $179,000

new listing!

•	 San Luis Valley Board of ReALtoRS©, Inc.      
•	ReALtoRS© of Central Colorado, Inc.MLS MeMberShipS:

208 FooThill ol: 3 br, 2.5 bath, 2228 sf. 
Large office or 4th br, carport.  Non-toxic finishes, 
consciously & green built.  Energy efficient.  10’ 
ceilings on main. Nice! $289,000 now $259,000

Consciously & green Built 

Vivia Lawson
REALToR© 
(719) 480-9384 - cell

Stunning new listing!

I can see clearly now!
Nick’s 
Professional 
Window 
Washing

Call 
Nick Drake 

Great Local 
References

256-4790

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.root-sofhealing.com
http://www.root-sofhealing.com
http://www.root-sofhealing.com
http://www.CrestoneRealEstate.net
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by Peter Anderson
Thirty-five years ago, I lived 

in a small cabin under a very big 
sky. Like Crestone, it was at the 
end of the road. Well, not exactly at 
the end. You could drive a jeep over 
the Divide in the summer months 
and many people came up there to 
do just that. But come winter, this 
all-but-abandoned mining town 
was the last stop for the county 
snowplow. For a few years, I was 
the only full-time resident there 
during the winter months. 

I won’t deny the romance of it 
all.  Ghost towns harbor a kind of 
pathos that appeals

to wanderers, adventurers, 
and history buffs. The lingering 
presence of another era appeals 
in ways that a viable town full of 
trains, smelters, stamp mills, and 
thriving mines would not. Being 
a modern-day quasi-hermit in a 
ghost town at 10, 013 feet was a 
very different proposition than dig-
ging ore out of the guts of the sur-
rounding mountains. The silence 
and solitude I appreciated in St. 
Elmo wasn’t a choice back in the 
mining heyday of the 1880s as 
much as it was a professional haz-
ard for the independents working 
their own claims in the mountains 
around town. One such prospector, 

found dead in his cabin after the 
spring thaw, apparently tried to 
ride out the winter eating rats and 
lard. 

For me, being a part of that 
place wasn’t about making a living. 
I went down valley for that, finding 
enough work as a river guide dur-
ing the summer and as a carpenter 
during the rest of the year to sup-
port my choice of habitat. And as 
the only resident of St. Elmo, at 
least during the winter, it wasn’t 
about community either. So what 
was it about? I come from several 
generations of wanderers, none 
of whom were buried where they 
were born. Maybe it had something 
to do with staking out a piece of 
ground. Belonging somewhere. But 
even that was a transient proposi-
tion.  I stayed only until the night 
sky began to weigh a little heavy on 
that ten by fifteen foot cabin . . . un-
til other longings led me elsewhere. 

Nevertheless, the place 
stayed with me. I still dream about 
it. Have for thirty-five years. In one 
dream, I come back and the town 
has become a ski resort, full of fern 
bars and glamorous people in furs 
and bright ski tights. In another, 
I can’t find the cabin in the midst 
of what can only be described as a 
modern day boomtown full of meth-

headed roughnecks. And more re-
cently, and this may be the strang-
est dream of all, I come back to the 
cabin only to find a cow as big as 
a semi-truck in a neighbor’s yard. 
Waking up from the latter dream 
was amusing, even though my 
neighbor’s cow threatened serious 
damage to my humble home. The 
other dreams were more like night-
mares in which I could no longer 
find that quality of place that 
once grounded me there. Maybe 
that’s symptomatic of a boom and 
bust culture where the qualities 
of a place often change so rapidly. 
Maybe it had to do with my own 
wandering tendencies; it would be 
another twenty years and six more 

towns before I finally settled here 
in Crestone.

I’m not sure why St. Elmo 
lingers in my dreamtime, more so 
than any place I have lived since. 
Nor do I know what else to say 
about these strange nocturnal vis-
its to that mountain cabin. But I 
do know that place still lives in me. 
And maybe, in some way beyond 
my understanding, a part of me 
still lives there too. 

Peter Anderson’s book, From 
Gold to Ghosts: A History of St. 
Elmo, written and published back in 
1983, was recently reprinted for the 
seventh time, and is available in St. 
Elmo for those who venture up to the 
head of Chalk Creek Canyon.

How do you know when a place has become 
a part of you and you a part of that place?

 

Will match or beat any competitor’s written 
price.

Call Nathan or David
256-4768

 
THE VALLEY’S HOME FOR THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

www.shangrilahstove.com
nathan@ shangrilahstove.com

Instant savings - 
 up to

$300OFF
your HearthStone stove.May 28 - July 11Starts July 1st

PLUS GET UP TO A $300 OR 10% OFF 
USING FEDERAL TAX CREDIT ON ALL 

WOODBURNING STOVES 

30% OFF RETAIL*
(*Using 20% sale & Tax credit)
Go to www.recovery.gov for details.

Our commitment to quality is our commitment 
to you! Hearthstone products are built 

to bring many years of service to you and your 
family and are backed by the manufacturer, 
guaranteed to be free of defects.  If you’re

not satisfied, we will make it right!

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

http://www.shangrilahstove.com
http://www.recovery.gov
mailto:sdossenback@gmail.com
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Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated. 

 Terry Smith  
Broker / Owner               

Shirley Motz                                      
Broker                    

Superbly constructed monolithic dome with R-60 energy 
efficiency.. Spacious 5 bedroom, 2 bath home with com-
fortable and spacious living area. Detached, insulated and 
heated garage/workshop/studio. Great for artists and 
home business. Call Shirley on 678507R 

Crestone 

$195,000 

Cute cabin on the outskirts of the Town of Crestone. Walk 
to hiking trails, biking, shops, and restaurants. Great 
location, charming getaway.  Call Shirley on 681225R 

Elegantly built home with fine finishes, spacious floor 
plan, high ceilings, all quality materials and designed to 
capture the mountain views. 3 BR, 2 BA, luxurious master 
suite and large balcony to east and west. Private setting, 
close to town. Call Shirley on 655430R 

Crestone 

$520,000 

Secluded and private 3 acres in The Town of Crestone 
with mountain and valley views. Well constructed beauti-
ful home with additional 437sq. ft. Studio apt. with full 
bath, kitchen, and deck, and 475 sq. ft. light filled Artist 
Studio. Call Shirley on 680249R 

Crestone 

$385,000 

Contemporary styled newer home with sunroom and 
patio looking out on the valley below. Master Suite with 
custom steam room. Wood cathedral ceilings, and glass 
block wall give the living area an elegant and peaceful 
ambience. New fencing . Call Shirley on 666743R 

Crestone 

$297,000 

 This home has been recently renovated and is 2700 sq. 
ft. with hot water baseboard and two energy efficient 
woodstoves, for low heating bills. Lovely Ambience! 
Listen to the creek from your upstairs porch surrounded 
by huge mature trees. Call Shirley on 670059R 

$275,000 

Crestone 

Large home 6 bedrooms, 3 baths, completely remodeled 
in 2011. Open and spacious, would make great retreat for 
a group. Several areas could be used for meetings, etc. 
New hardwood floors in most of the home. Creek and 
very private setting. Call Shirley on 680925R 

Crestone 

$225,000 

Great home for the large family- One level ranch, close in 
to new Charter School, on paved road. Home has been 
newly remodeled with fresh paint, hardwood floors, new 
ceiling fans, and both bathrooms have been updated with 
new fixtures. Call Shirley on 680230R 

Crestone 

$218,000 

 Walking distance to Dharma Ocean Institute-High up on 
the mountain with amazing panoramic views of mountains 
from upstairs deck. Beautifully treed lot with screened 
porch to enjoy the wildlife, and a greenhouse for the 
gardener.  Call Shirley on 678174R 

$188,900 

Crestone Crestone 

$145,000 

This is a very well kept home close to Town and the New 
Charter School. 2br 2ba, with updated appliances, newer 
carpet and paint. Separate garage/office/shop space and 
small greenhouse and fenced yard garden area. Most 
furniture negotiable. Call Shirley on 672452R 

Crestone 

$139,000 

Charming, quaint cabin close in to Town of Crestone, all 
appliances including washer, dryer. Nice vaulted ceilings 
in living room, with woodstove, and open floor plan. 2 
bedroom, 1 bath. Wrap deck, allows for great mountain 
views. Call Shirley on 676877R 

Crestone 

$145,000 

Property borders greenbelt and beautiful Spanish Creek. 
Owner has erected teepee with deck and flooring. In-
cludes woodstove and underground refrigeration. . Solar 
system. Connection to water and sewer is available. Call 
Shirley on 678128R 

Crestone 

$45,000 

Completely remodeled in 2007, 2 story stucco home has 
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, great floor plan, vaulted ceiling, 
hardwood floors, ceiling fans, and lots of windows for 
natural light. New propane heating furnace, windows, and 
plumbing. Call Shirley on 670054R 

Crestone 

$188,500 

One of a kind in Crestone, 5 acres with north Crestone 
creek running through it just north of the town of Crestone 
many trees with a 960 sq. ft home secluded near the 
creek.  About 200 feet of creek with property on both 
sides of the creek.  Call Terry on 681507R 

Crestone 

$300,000 

Available 7 days a 
week to serve 

you!  
719-256-4444 

34 Camino Baca 
Grande  

Crestone, CO 

Established B&B Retreat Business. Property features 
Main house w/ 2 queen bedrooms, and exquisite Master 
Suite w/ separate entrance. Cottage includes kitchenette, 
separate gardens and entrance. A 700 sq. ft. Geometric 
sacred space . All units have great repeat clientele. 
Owner willing to assist with seamless transfer of business, 
websites, and advertising. Call Shirley on 666804R 

Lovely contemporary home on 8 acres. Creek runs thru 
the backyard, greenhouse, studio apt., open floor plan, 
exceptional price for this beautiful property. Call Shirley 
on 673795R 

$350,000 

Crestone 

Great 5.25 acres for your horses or dogs. Backs to willow 
Creek greenbelt for trail riding. Thoughtfully built straw-
bale, 3 BR, 2 BA home with lots of adobe finishes. Great 
views, comfortable living space along Willow Creek green-
belt. Call Shirley on 600356R 

Crestone 

$199,000 

Lovely passive solar design on this 2 story charmer. 
Master bedroom features a southwestern styled 
screened-in porch with views of mountain range and 
Great Sand Dunes. Adjacent to the Baca Grande Stables 
for horse lovers and also Willow Creek. Call Shirley on 
660312R 

Crestone 

$319,000 

Lovely contemporary styled 2 story with expansive views 
from the upstairs porch. Priced well below the last ap-
praisal, seller is out of country and says "sell!" Downstairs 
is set up as a separate residence, and has been a suc-
cessful rental. Call Shirley on 674420R 

Crestone 

$269,000 

5 bedroom 3.75 bath home with additional room off 
Master suite. Nice open living room with cozy fireplace. 
Kitchen has great pantry, and plenty of  cabinet space. 
Attached 2 car garage with storage and extra bathroom. 
Screened porch. Call Shirley on 676577R 

Crestone 

$249,000 

$539,000 

Crestone 

Dara Blumenheim 
Broker  

 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Leigh Mills 
I’ve known the Wards for many 

years.  Dave, Suzanne and I have 
shared ceremonies, art workshops, 
and board memberships together.  I 
joined the Central Colorado Food-
shed Alliance and became a board 
member because of their wonder-
ful energy.  I’ve observed their com-
mitment to growing and promoting 
local foods in the Arkansas Valley.  
They founded the Morgan Center for 
Earth Literacy and have created an 
urban homestead where people can 
come and reconnect with the earth 
and themselves.

Dave and Suzanne Ward were 
inspired to start the Morgan Cent-
er for Earth Literacy in 2004 after 
spending seven months as interns 
on the Genesis Farm in New Jer-
sey with Miriam MacGillis, (gen-
esisfarm.org). When I asked them 
what Earth Literacy is, they said, 
“It is a field of study in which we 
investigate the relationships be-
tween all life and the single, un-
folding universe from which it 
came; a movement of people that 
know and understand that any 

future they may have is totally de-
pendent on the health and vitality 
of the planet”.  Anna Ward, their 
daughter and Farm Manager at 
the Morgan Center, said that Earth 
Literacy is part of the energy “help-
ing to transform our culture to one 
which is sustaining, rather than 
consuming the Earth”.

In 2009, the Wards purchased 
a 100-year-old homestead in Poncha 
Springs, CO and have since been 
developing it into “an agri-tourism 
business . . . where we intentionally 
practice the sacred work of agricul-
ture and Earth Literacy education to 
empower ourselves, our guests and 
our community”.   The Morgan Cent-
er sits on 4 beautiful acres which has 
frontage along the Little Arkansas 
River.  They have developed a 4,200 
square foot garden which includes 
two hoop houses and a children’s 
garden.  There are two large high 
tunnels.  One is 26ft x 52ft and has 
cultivated beds filled with gorgeous 
heads of lettuce, pepper plants, cel-
ery, tomatoes and herbs.  The other 
high tunnel, 30ft x 72ft, is newly ac-
quired with the help of a grant from 

the National Resource Conservation 
Service and will have row crops as 
soon as it is ready to plant.  A Me-
morial Orchard has several original 
apple and cherry trees with some 
plum trees that were added a few 
years ago.  There are free-range lay-
ing hens and grazing llamas, too. A 
teepee stands near the river, ready to 
hold sacred ceremony. 

The Morgan Center for Earth 
Literacy is very active in the Ar-
kansas Valley Local Foods move-
ment.  They collaborate on shared 
projects with Guidestone, GARNA 
(Greater Arkansas River Nature 
Association), and the CSU Exten-
sion Service.  They are board mem-
bers and co-founders of the Central 
Colorado Foodshed Alliance and 
have a booth at the Salida Farm-
ers Market every Saturday from 
8:30am-1pm where they sell their 
fresh produce.  Dave also cooks up 
yummy burritos made from fresh, 
local ingredients.  Their products 
are also available at Ploughboy, 
Simple Foods, and Kathy’s Neigh-
borhood Natural Goods in Salida.  

The Ward family invites you to 
come to the Morgan Center for Earth 
Literacy to immerse yourself in its 
rejuvenating energy and “Find Your 
Roots in the Cosmos”.  Check them 
out on Facebook, email Suzanne 
at:  suzanneward17@hotmail.com  

or call 719-539-8523 for an appoint-
ment.

Leigh Mills has lived, gar-
dened, preserved food and saved 
seeds in the San Luis Valley for over 
10 years.  She’s written the “As the 
Worm Turns” column for the Eagle 
for three years and has started a 
high-altitude gardening and seed 
saving blog called The Infinite Bee.  
If you enjoy reading her monthly, 
visit her daily at TheInfiniteBee.
com, where she welcomes your com-
ments, questions, and suggestions 
about gardening, saving seeds, and 
practicing life. 

As the Worm Turns
The Morgan Center for Earth Literacy

Dave, Suzanne, Anna and Willie all 
help run the Morgan Center for Earth 
Literacy.  It’s a family affair and they all 
work hard growing fresh produce and 
spreading the word about eco-literacy.

This 4,200 square foot fenced-in garden has the main growing area with 2 hoop 
houses. There are three rows set aside for a children’s garden where classes are held 
once a week for children aged 4-10 all through the summer.” 

There are two “high tunnels” at the Morgan Center.  This one measures 26ft x 52ft 
and is filled with bountiful and beautiful greens and other crops for sale.  Stop by the 
center and see what they have available.

Anna Ward is the Morgan Center Farm Manager and in charge of all the plant produc-
tion.  Some of these lettuces will be allowed to go to seed and will be shared at next 
year’s seed exchange.

Call us for ALL your  
building needs!

SHOP LOCALLY!
INSULATION
HARDWARE

PAINT
ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • poncha springs, CO 81242

Local Appliance, 
 Plumbing Repair, & 
 Kitchen/Bathroom Remodeling

Save up to $120 in travel charges on 
washer and dryer repairs.

Also on plumbing repairs, leaky 
faucets, broken pipes, 

winterization, sinks replaced, and 
roto-rooting clogged drain lines. 

Sliding scale for fixed income. 
NO TRAVEL CHARGES

Aaron Anderson: 719.298.1026

mailto:suzanneward17@hotmail.com
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BGWSD issues annual CCR; CCS study moves forward
by Cindy Reinhardt 
for the BGWSD 
Staff & Board
The Baca Grande Water & 

Sanitation District Board of Direc-
tors has completed and issued its 
annual Consumer Confidence Re-
port (CCR).

The 2012 CCR report demon-
strates that District water is safe 
and of high quality. We had no vio-
lations in 2012.  BGWSD Well-17, 
Well-18 and the Motel Well operate 
under a single public water system 
ID (PWSID) number which reduces 
permitting fees and streamlines 
the administration process.  All 
lead and copper sample results 
were well under the maximum con-
taminate level in 2012. Take a look 
at the CCR to learn more about 
your local water system.

In addition to the CCR, oth-
er district projects are moving 
forward, including annual fire 
hydrant maintenance, sanitary 

sewer collection system clean out 
(one-quarter of the system is done 
annually on a rotating basis), 
monitoring results of the switch 
from OPP to soda ash for corro-
sion control and completion of the 
Corrosion Control Study (CCS) to 
determine the optimum corrosion 
control treatment for our system.

In monitoring the impact of 
changing to soda ash as its stand-
ard corrosion control approach, 
the district has conducted 65 lead 
and copper water sample analyses 
within the water system since the 
soda ash treatment was imple-
mented in September of 2012. All 
of the lead and copper sample re-
sults have been below the MCLG 
(maximum contaminant level 
goal). An MCLG is the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water 
below which there is no known or 
expected risk to health. 

The analyses of water sam-
ples for phosphate indicates that 

the level of phosphate within the 
water system has been reduced 
to the same level as the naturally 
occurring background phosphate 
sampled from Well-18 and Well-17 
prior to any treatment.

The district has conducted 
four 28-day pipe loop tests for the 
state mandated Corrosion Control 
Study. These pipe loop tests use a 
testing rig (copper pipe loop) spe-
cifically constructed to provide a 
controlled environment where nu-
merous test trials of various treat-
ments can be run outside of the 
municipal water system.  District 
staff constructed the pipe loop rigs 
for the study, resulting in signifi-
cant cost savings.

Analysis of the laboratories’ 
sample results is currently under-
way by the district’s water engineer, 
Ron McLaughlin. He will provide 
a recommended optimum corro-
sion control water treatment tech-
nique to the Colorado Department 

of Health & Environment (CDPHE) 
by August 1, 2013. A one month 
extension to the previous deadline 
was granted by the State for the 
purpose of running a 4th testing 
loop. In addition, the District has 
elected to send the final testing loop 
water samples to two independent 
laboratories for additional verifica-
tion of sample results. 
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Chimney 
Sweep 
Service
by David Lindsey
It’s the season to let us 
sweep our way 
into your hearth. 

256-4400
Sponsored by Shangrilah Stove & Spa

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service

We have special greeting ad rates.  Tell someone:

I love you
Happy birthday

Congratulations
Thank you

Call 256-4956 — ads@crestoneeagle.com 
Your continuing support is appreciated!

mailto:ads@crestoneeagle.com
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L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

by Suzanne McGregor
Please support your Friends of 

the Library at the July 4th celebra-
tion in the park.  The group will be 
selling water and sodas, and the 
proceeds will go to our library build-
ing fund.  This group of dedicated 
volunteers has been very busy with 

planning fundraisers to help us get 
a new library building in the future.  
Folks are strongly encouraged to 
join the Friends to help make this 
happen! The next fundraising ac-
tivity will be at the Crestone Music 
Festival, and volunteers are needed.  
Please check with Peter Anderson 
(256-5283) if you can lend a hand 
for a few hours during the festival 
(August 2, 3 & 4).

The new ongoing fundraiser 
in the library is our “Book Nook.”  
Items that are duplicates, dona-
tions and withdrawn selections 
(all in good shape) are for sale on 
the shelves where the new books 
used to be.  All proceeds go to 
the Friends of the Library.  Many 

thanks to volunteers Tony Bickford 
and Brian Kramer for helping us 
reorganize the front room by mov-
ing bookcases and building a new 
magazine shelf display.

The highlight of the month of 
July for a lot of people is the celebra-
tion of our independence on the 4th—
a holiday with picnics, parades and 
fireworks.  But the many freedoms 
that we have, the rights that we 
hold dear, are the important things 
to remember.  From the American 
Library Association regarding free-
dom:  “Intellectual freedom is the 
right of every individual to both seek 
and receive information from all 
points of view without restriction. It 
provides for free access to all expres-

sions of ideas through which any and 
all sides of a question, cause or move-
ment may be explored. Intellectual 
freedom encompasses the freedom to 
hold, receive and disseminate ideas.”  
Enjoy your freedom to read by visit-
ing your local library.

Reminder:  The children’s 
summer reading program at the li-
brary is underway.  It is held every 
Wednesday from 10:30 to 11:30am, 
and all youngsters are most wel-
come.  Penny from the Saguache 
Public Library is the facilitator, 
and she has many fun activities 
planned!

Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.

LOVER’S WAY B&B

 Room with bath
 Private entrance
 Quiet greenbelt location
 Continental breakfast 

719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.comWelcome 

Baca Townhouse No. 9
             Two . Two . Two

Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests

In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$60 each bedroom each night

Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage

Or an easy walk into Crestone    
Whitney Strong, 719.256.4242

 Everyday, 9 am - Noon
whitneystrong@fairpoint.net

Advanced Reservations a Must

...

Fully furnished Downtown Crestone
1 and 2 bedroom apartments

• Reasonable nightly and weekly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free
• Call now for reservations 

719-256-5788
www.casadelsoul.net

Casa del Soul
Lodging

•    Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units,     
 with individual bathrooms
•    Fully furnished kitchens
•    Spacious and Private
•    Beautiful views 
•    Long-term, Group, and Off-season    
 Rates Available

crestonebaca@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonebacagrande
accommodations.com

Reserve your breathing space today!

Let  us  spark your July!
10% off a two night 

or more stay with the 
mention of this ad.

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

Retreat Accommodations 
Sunlit, airy master suite & lg. bedroom

2 full baths, kitchen privileges, walk to town
inexpensive weekly & monthly rates
Call (719) 256-6010 or (719) 937-1115

P.O. Box 88 • 83 North Baca Grant Way • Crestone, CO 81131 
719-256-4917 • sriaurobindolc@gmail.com • sriaurobindolc.org

  Nestled in the woods you can

T h i s  i s  t h e  1 s t  p l a c e  t h a t  p e o p l e  g o 
t o  f i n d  s o m e w h e r e  t o  s t a y  i n 
C r e s t o n e .   S o ,  w h e r e  i s  y o u r  B & B  ?

_

C o n t a c t  D e e  t o  g e t  y o u r  b u s i n e s s  h e r e 
n e x t  m o n t h :

2 5 6 - 4 9 5 6  a d s @ c r e s t o n e e a g l e . c o m

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:crestbon@yahoo.com
mailto:whitneystrong@fairpoint.net
http://www.casadelsoul.net
mailto:crestonebaca@gmail.com
http://www.crestonebacagrande
mailto:collcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.collhouse.com
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com


Houses & Property for Sale
For Sale – Great Views! 

For sale by owner, 3 BR, 2 BA home in 
chalet I on 2.79 acres (5 consolidated lots) 
with detached 1 car garage, fantastic views 
of both mountains and valley, $240,000,call 
588-3243 for details.

Stupa House for Sale 
5 Bed 3 bath Eagle view next to mountain, 
2.5 acres 2700 sq feet Owner financing, 
realtors welcome 345k, 719-256-5439

GReAT LoTS FoR SALe 
GREAT LOTS FOR SALE. Chalet II, lot 
2212, Spanish Creek Frontage! Tap paid, 
WS, $13,000. Chalet I, lot 574, greenbelt, 
spectacular views, WS, $6,500. Lot 528, 
Panorama & Moonlight, WS, $3000. OBO. 
Call 588-8727.

Breathtaking Views 
6 acres in Grants; end of Wagon Wheel on 
Cottonwood Creek Rd. Close to National Park 
border, breathtaking views. Consolidated 
lots 318/319. Price reduced $9500

Priced to sell! 
Lot #873 Baca Grants. Incredible views 
of Sangre de Cristos, Sand Dunes and Mt. 
Blanca. 3.38 acres. All taxes & dues current. 
$5000. woodmandesign@fairpoint.net; 
719-937-3767.

Baca Homes/Lots 
1) 35A + 2 victorian homes 2) strawbale 
2bd/2b Spanish Creek green home 3) new 
custom built Cottonwood Creek green home 
2-3bd/1&1/2b. Choice lots. soularquest@
fairpoint.net// 719-256-4645.

3 PRImo VIeW LoTS In CHALeT 1 
Lots 459/460/461, 1/2 acre each w/ 
separate tap fees paid. Beautiful quiet 
neighborhood. #461 $13,000/#459 & 460 
$20,000/all 3 lots $30,000. lynele@gmail.
com or 303-785-8995

Lots for Sale – Priced to SeLL 
9 lots for sale:#215, #492, #2124, 
#3488+3489, # 3582, # 3853, # 4351, 
Grants>1333. Buy all 9 Treasure Deeds as a 
package for $16K. Will separate for different 
price. Current tax-fees. 303 485 6087

Cheap Land, magnificent Views! 
2 consolidated lots at east end of Casita 
Park, surrounded by Land Trust lots, 
magnificent views. No bears and little fire 
danger! $2,000 OBO, Kelly and Zana Hart 
719-256-6033

Great house for Sale 
Great houseFor Sale: 3 BR, 1.5 BA 1600 
sq ft home in Chalet I, recently remodeled 
completely including laminate flooring, 
carpeting, plumbing, electrical and stucco 
exterior, $180,000, call 719-588-3243 for 
details.

Sunday open House 
For Sale: Custom hexagon house with 
separate studio/greenhouse on 1 acre +/-. 
1919 total sq.ft. Stucco exterior, metal roof, 
vaulted ceilings, mosaic tile floors. Second 
level master suite w/additional office space 
and outer balcony. Magnificent views. Come 
see. Open House Sundays noon to 3:00. 
4424 E. Celestial o.l. or Call for showing 
(719) 256-5142.

Commercial Property at the front 
door of Baca Grande 

For Sale by Owner, Camino Baca Grande 
Professional Center – Income producing. 
Serious inquiries only. (719)256-5798, 
(719)480-9929 or (808)255-4046.

BeAuTIFuL CReek LoTS 
BACA CHALET II COTTONWOOD CREEK, 
3 CONTIGUOUS LOTS, NEAR CAPRICE/
CAMINO BACA GRANDE. TAP FEES/
TAXES PAID. HEAVILY WOODED, DEEP 
GREENBELT. $63K. TERMS POSSIBLE. 719-
937-1039

Houses for Rent
Perfect for Retreat 

Spacious 1BD-1BA house $600/mo; 2BD-
1.5BA house $900/mo. Beautiful wood 
interior, passive solar/earth heat, adobe/
brick floors. Lease, serious meditators: 
privacy/solitude. 719-256-4645 
soularquest@fairpoint.net

nATuRAL STRAWBALe Home 
2 BDRM, 1 bath off-grid strawbale home. 
Beautiful natural light, bamboo floors. 
Solar electric and well water. $775 electric 
and water included. 256-4393. Available 
immediately.

For Rent in moffat 
In Moffat for rent 12’ x42’ trailer 1/BD, 
W/D utilities and trash service included 
$475.00 per month (719)256-4852

2 BR, 2 Bath House in Grants 
Furnished or Not, W/D, Dishwasher, Gas 
Stove, Fridge. Very Low Utilities, walk in 
closets, Fab Views, water filter. $800/
month + $200 security deposit. 719-256-
4585. www.thelongandshortofrenting.com

Beautiful Light-Filled Home 
Beautiful home: 2 bdr, 2 bath, spacious, 
light, clean well water, wood/tile, wood 
stove, sun room, in Grants beside creek/
trees. July 1 or sooner. $800/mo +util, 
first/last/deposit. 719-480-2251

Spacious Rental with Great 
Amenities 

Lovely, quiet. thoughtfully furnished 
strawbale home. Retreatant & family 
friendly, large loft w/ 1 King + 2 twins, 
sleeps 4 + l.r. futon couch/bed, sundeck 
views, WiFi, TV, stereo. Nightly, weekly. 
719-256-4498. kaibeetch@gmail.com, 
www.beetchhouse.com

Casita Park Home to Rent 
Lovely conveniently located Casita Park home 
for rent. Includes Grow Dome for winter 
greens,3 bedrooms,large sun room, recently 
re-insulated,wood and gas heat. 9 mo lease; 
First,last and security deep; $650 plus utilities; 
Available Aug 10. 719 256 4111

Lovely Furnished Home 
2BD/1.5BA 1700 sf furnished home, 6-7 
month lease starting Sep 1 (or later) 2013. 
$1000/mo + utilities. Radiant floor heat, 
nestled in trees, great views, W/D, DW, 
2nd BD has sofa sleeper & TV, Jacuzzi, 
woodstove; meditation loft w/gothic 
arches, garage, 2 patios, satellite TV & 
phone included. No smoking, pets, or kids, 
please. References, first/last/deposit. 719-
256-4498, kaibeetch@gmail.com

Classifieds... 
continued to
Page B-14

e
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Beautiful 4bd/2bath house in Chalet I on lower Palomino Way. Close to town and park. 
Fenced yard with grass & landscaping / 2 car garage with attached studio space / 
contemporary appliances / WD/ tall ceilings / lots of light / great views.  
Perfect for a family!  303 Palomino Way

Please call Bill @ 310 488 5877 or 719 937 7789 for more information.

Beautiful Contemporary home in chalet i
FOR SALE BY OWNER: $225,000 

Crestone Botanical Garden
Crestone Botanical Garden is open at 
Crestone Town Center, Mon. – Sat., 

11am to 4pm.  Shop locally for 
beautiful houseplants, garden starts 

and supplies, and quality youth 
artwork. Donations of plants, 

containers, etc. are welcome. This 
project is sponsored by the Town of 
Crestone and Saguache County to 
promote economic development for 

youth and disabled adults. 
Your support

is
appreciated!

Happy Birthday to my 
dear Friend Krissy!

with love, 
from Erin and Daleth

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

Steve ’s  Super  T ire
NEW TIRES - USED TIRES

MOUNTING - BALANCING - REPAIRS
Walk-ins Mon-Fri 12pm - 5pm  •  6th & Denver Ave, Saguache

719-655-2627

G
in

ge
r 

an
d 

he

r m
om, plus Strawberry Shortcake and her mom

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:woodmandesign@fairpoint.net
mailto:soularquest@fairpoint.net
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
mailto:kaibeetch@gmail.com
http://www.beetchhouse.com
mailto:kaibeetch@gmail.com
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more


Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent
Very sweet 650sf studio apt for 

rent by stream 
Large, separate studio, 650sf in the 
Grants on quiet 2-acre property next to 
cottonwoods & singing stream. Full kitchen 
with custom stone tile. Furnished, but can 
remove a few things if needed. Very sweet 
space. Best for one. Washer/ dryer. $550/
month, includes water, elec & trash. Heat 
(propane) not included. Asking first, last & 
deposit. Prefer no pets, but negotiable. Pls 
call 719-937-7931 or email sandother1@
gmail.com

The Dome Home: Rooms to Rent 
Beautiful Shared Women’s Space in a 
Private House, Full Kitchen-Laundry-(2), 
Shared Baths-WiFi, No Contract, Utilities 
Included, Non smoking, Quiet, No Pets. 
Call for rates by day, week or monthly 
rental. Contact Sophia at 719-256-5825

Downtown Crestone Fully 
Furnished Rentals 

Casa del Soul: 1 and 2 bedroom fully 
furnished non smoking apartments. Cable, 
internet, utilities provided. 1bd ($335/wk) 
& 2bd ($435/wk) 719-256-5788.

GARDen ReTReAT SPACe 
Private bedroom and bath with queen 
sized bed. Very close to Cottonwood Creek 
with large meditation garden. Very quiet; 
Nightly, weekly, monthly rental of space as 
well as tent site by creek. Call DeAnna 719-
256-4455

House Rental Wanted
SeekInG CHALeT RenTAL 

SINGLE FEMALE SEEKS DWELLING FOR 
RENT IN CHALETS. LONG ESTABLISHED 
C/B RESIDENT, CONSCIENTIOUS 
TENANT,EXCELLENT REFERENCES & 
RENTAL HISTORY. CONTACT SUSAN 719 
256 5602/480 3360.

House Rental Wanted 
Nice Baca house wanted for rent August and 
September. Responsible writer/retreatant, 
many Crestone references. Call 256-4282

Wanted ASAP 
Wanted house rental ASAP, under $500/
month, in the town of Crestone. Working 
artisan, non-smoker, excellent references, 
will consider work trade. 805-233-5646.

Services
Computer Service/Repairs 

Computer Service/Repairs—22 years 
Computer Technician with full shop in the 
Baca. Windows, VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110

Looking for a Healthcare 
Practitioner? 

Looking for a health care practitioner in 
Crestone? Massage therapists, herbalists, 
energy healers, doulas, and more. Also 
lodging, hot springs, gift certificates. www.
crestonehealers.com.

Professional moving Service 
BIG or small we move it all! 719-588-4645

Xplore Design 
Your Website is an Investment. Ridiculously 
good customer service and seriously 
inspired design. 719-239-3300 or markt@
xplore-design.com

Craig electric Services 
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.
com

DirecTV Sales, Installation, and 
Service 

DirecTV For Sales, Installation and Service 
call Dennis at 256-4110.

HeALInG In THe ComFoRT oF 
YouR oWn Home 

Would you like to take steps to restore 
your natural healthful state-of-being? 
The Crestone Oasis is offering Elan 
Energetics Light Energy systems, the latest 
advancement in light energy, synergistically 
paired with doTerra certified pure grade 
essential oils, to support you, your loved 
ones, and your clients in relieving pain, 
reducing stress and facilitating the body’s 
own powerful healing processes. Call 719-
256-5445 or email thecrestoneoasis@
yahoo.com to arrange for convenient in-
home use.

 
 

~**~*STunnInG AnD 
AFFoRDABLe DeSIGn*~**~ 

Logos, business identification, posters, 
pamphlets, brochures, editing, illustration: 
I do it all. Cutting-edge modern industry 
standards. Local, terrific references and 
portfolio, great team player. Available for 
emergency services. . Mountain Mango 
Design & Press; Call Daleth at (719) 588-
0981 or email daleth.mccoy@gmail.com

David W. Walker, Accountant 
36 years experience. Financial Planning, 
Business Consulting, Monthly Accounts, 
Income Taxes. Call for appointment in your 
area. 719-379-2988.

Licensed Real estate Appraisal 
Licensed Real Estate Appraiser with 25 
years experience, many years experience 
in Crestone. Don Root. 937-7796 or 720-
244-1097. donald.root@yahoo.com. 

Affordable Renewable energy 
Offset the cost of your utility bills with solar 
electric and solar heating systems. Efficient, 
cost effective, reliable & professional 
service. Call Talmath with New Gen Energy 
at (719) 588-8276    newgenenergy.com

~ Beautiful ~ Fast ~ efficient ~ 
Project Management; Over 30 years of 
Design/Building/Engineering Experience. 
Expert in Concrete, Land Use, and 
Sustainable Practices; Superior Finishes: 
Plaster/Drywall/Stucco/Tile. How may I be 
of Service? Wonder Bob 719-937-3052

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-13
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Landfill Temporary Closure

The Saguache County 
Landfill and Recycling Center 
will be closed until further no-
tice beginning Sunday June 30, 
2013, in order to comply with 
The Colorado Department of 
Public Health and Environment 
regulations.  

Notification will be sent out 
regarding the expected reopen 
date.  We are sorry for the incon-
venience. 

TOWN OF CRESTONE
PUBLIC NOTICES

Ordinance # 2013-003, “An 
Ordinance Adopting a Personnel 
Handbook And Organizational 
Chart For The Town Of Crestone, 
Colorado”.  Approved:  June 10th, 
2013 Kairina Danforth, Mayor.

Ordinance # 2013-007, “An 
Ordinance Adopting A Bidding 
And Purchasing Policy For The 
Town Of Crestone”.  Approved:  
June 10th, 2013 Kairina Dan-
forth, Mayor 

TIN MAN SERVICES
“The Good Deed Doers”

Tin Man Services - The Full Service Men 
Email:  tinmanservices@gmail.com   Ph: 719-429-5458  

Prompt

Reliable

Affordable

Fun!

Skip the 
tussle and 

hire the 
muscle!

Patrick Moore Tyler Brandon

Landscaping - It’s A Beauty Thing!
Interior/Exterior House Painting • Chores • Concrete • Household Maintenance 

Minor Electric & Plumbing • Small Renovation • Deck Cleaning/Repair/Stain
Irrigation • Yard & Garden Work • Moving • Emergency Calls 

General Repair • Spring Cleaning • Clear Gutters • Roof Repair • Heavy Lifting
Stone Walls/Paths/Walkways/Steps • Greenhouse Repair and Care

In honor of “Dogman” 
Special!

Crestone Telecom wishes to express our appreciation with an 
installation special for Crestone Residents

Receive $50.00 off your installation
with promo code:  dogman108 

Sign up today at www.crestonetelecom.com or call us!  719.937.7700

We are your fast, affordable, LOCAL internet provider with 
“Customizable Speeds” – you let us know what you need and we will 

design a service package just for YOU! 

Contact 
Don Gillespie
719/849-9068

FIREWOOD
• Guaranteed full cords •

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestonehealers.com
http://www.crestonehealers.com
mailto:daleth.mccoy@gmail.com
mailto:donald.root@yahoo.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:tinmanservices@gmail.com
http://www.crestonetelecom.com


“no Swett upholstery” 
Dog ate the couch? Recover your tattered 
sofa, antiques, dining chairs, office 
furniture and more. call Sandy for estimate 
719-221-5644

Colormax House Painting 
Colormax House Painting—many local 
references including Curt’s Store and 
the Crestone Credit Union. Large color 
swatches for easy color selection. 30 
years experience. Repairs. Excellent 
craftsmanship. Neat, fast & perfect. Chris 
Argenta 256-5243.

Recycle-Creede Recycling Services 
Recycle-Creede provides drop-off recycling 
services in Crestone the 3rd Saturday of 
every month in The Laughing Buddha 
parking lot. We take almost everything! For 
more details call 303-503-9975; visit us on 
Facebook and at www.creede.org.

Crestone Talks! email Discussion 
Group 

Crestone Talks! Email Discussion Group for 
Crestone. Events, perspectives, queries, and 
the uncategorizeable. To subscribe, send 
a blank email: crestonetalks-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Help Wanted
Administrative Help needed 

Saguache County Public Health is accepting 
applications for a part-time administrative 
assistant for our Saguache Office. Must have 
HS diploma, computer skills including word 
processing, spreadsheet and data entry. 
Customer service experience preferred. 
Applications available at 505 3rd Street, 
Saguache, CO 81149 or online: http://www.
saguachecounty-co.gov/administration-
home. Position closes 07/05/2013. For more 
information, call: 719-655-2533.

Personal assistant 
Personal assistant entrusted with wide variety 
of tasks a valued efficient employee is needed 
organization ready to pay good weekly,contact 
thomasferdinard@yahoo.com

Caregiver Wanted 
Spiritual being in a weakened physical body 
seeking caregiver/team coordinator in 
exchange for 1 BR apt w/loft in the Grants. 
Strong back and references required. Send 
resume to aliyalex@fairpoint.net or leave 
msg at 256-5900

Seeking experienced Web 
Developer 

Seeking Experienced Web Developer for 
longer-term engagement. Background 
in asp.net, e-commerce, database, & 
customer-facing skills. www.SilverEarth.
com 303.887.3340 Justin

Misc. Wanted
Golf Partner Sought 

Seeking golf partner for elderly gentleman.
Just for fun. call Kris 719 256-4786 LM

Seeking Rustic Cabin to Buy 
RUSTIC CABIN WANTED : secluded and near 
Crestone. Summer use only but must have 
water. Will pay cash. Call Ken at 941 725-
0872 or email at kenisawake@hotmail.com

WAnTeD: Bodhisattvas! 
www.ModelEarth.Org/bodhisattvas.html 

Straw Bales – new or old 
New & golden or old & moldin’, our garden 
needs ‘em. Please call Janet at 719-937-
3767 or stop by the Crestone Eagle office. 

Misc. for Sale
kohler&Campbell Piano FoR SALe 
Moving….Kohler & Campbell Upright 
Piano: $500 OBO; You will have to move. 
Please call: 303 775 8595 for more info.

misc. For Sale 
Never used 2011 hot tub $3500 OBO. Direct 
vent LP heater $400. 25 stoves and chimney 
in stock. Green house covering by Solexx. 
Service work by David Lindsey 256-4400. 
Call Nathan at Shangrilah Stove 256-4768.

Yurt for sale 
20’ YURT FOR SALE (350 sq.ft.) Good 
Condition w/Snow-Load & Floor Packages, 
wood stove, steps. $6500. Call: 256-4871

A Piece of Crestone 
Send a chunk of Crestone to your loved ones! A 
small Crestone Conglomerate rock, complete 
with explanatory reprint from The Crestone 
Eagle, attractively packaged in a 3”x3” box for 
only $5. All sales benefit Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors. Available at His & Hers Hairstyling 
and The Crestone Eagle

Sublers nursery ~ Flagstone 
~ CO Red Flagstone ~ Flagstone Steppers 
$277.00 per ton | Full Size Flagstone 
$299.00 per ton | Delivery & Installation 
Available – Call or Text 719-395-6253 
SublersNursery.com

***mISC for SALe*** 
Propane heater, catalytic, no vent needed, 
wall mounted. $50. 719-480-3938

Lava rock/Scoria for sale 
Lava rock/scoria. $25 cu. yd. 719-480-3938

Vehicles for Sale60
2006 Honda Insight –  

Hybrid – Go Green 
2006 Honda Insight – Hybrid – $12800 
(Alamosa, Co) 65 MPG, 1-owner, non-
smoker, 87,500 miles, clear title. Call 719-
588-6646.

Community Service
need Food? Crestone Food Bank 

is now open 
Crestone Food Bank is now open in the 
Crestone Town Center, SW corner of Galena 
& Alder. Open Wednesdays from 1-3pm, 
and as needed. Call Denise 256-4644.

CB Village – Local Help, Give & 
Receive 

CB Village is a local time bank where you 
can help others and gain credit for future 
help when you need it. Go to www.cbvillage.
net or call 480-8757 to join for free.

need Food? emergency Food 
Supply- 

Need Food? The Moffat Food Bank will 
provide an emergency supply of food for 3 
days to anyone in need. Open 2-4 Tuesdays. 
Call for information at 256-4226. 

need a Caregiver? 
I can help you find a local caregiver for you 
or a loved one. I have several names and 
numbers of individuals with a variety of 
skills and experience. (I am also looking for 
more trained caregivers/CNA) For in-home 
assistance, elderly care, ongoing illness, etc. 
call Kris at 719-256-4786; LM—Please speak 
clearly, I’ll return your call.

emotional and Spiritual 
Counseling 

Change your life for free. “Change your mind/
change your reality/expand consciousness 
through grace.” Alice Blaszak provides free 
emotional and spiritual counseling to local 
residents. Privacy maintained. Phone Alice at 
256-5670 for appointment.

Free
Designing the earth Anew 

Together: 
We have to first together decide what the ideal 
world should be, before we can together start 
creating it! www.ModelEarth.Org

FRee! 50-Gallon Fish Tank! 
FREE to a good home: Large 50 GALLON FISH 
TANK with 3 large beautiful fancy goldfish! Only 
persons who can love and really care for them 
need call: 303 775 8595.

Free manure 
Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-4756.

719-655-0290
Cell: 719-221-8764

reenielea@yahoo.com
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MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854
phone: (303) 415-1618

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

“Doing it right from start to nish!” 

21Cra� Dr.     Alamosa CO 81101   (719) 589‐8940 

Partnered up with: 

 

A Division of                                                                      
WSB Computer Services, Inc.  

Crea�ng Jobs for the San Luis Valley 

NEW Electronic Recycling! 
We accept all computer components, AV equipment, 

small appliances, monitors, TV’s and Ba�eries. 

DAVIN RUDE’S 
Tune Ups & More
Now located in Moffat

Offering Mechanical and Auto Glass
Fast, Friendly, Affordable and Best of all - Local!

Free Estimates!

Mobile: 719 937 3195  / Garage: 719 256 4426

All makes and models / Specializing in foreign cars
Service calls and roadside assistance
Pick up and delivery available
Lots of great references

http://www.creede.org
http://www
mailto:thomasferdinard@yahoo.com
mailto:aliyalex@fairpoint.net
http://www.SilverEarth
mailto:kenisawake@hotmail.com
http://www.ModelEarth.Org/bodhisattvas.html
http://www.cbvillage
http://www.ModelEarth.Org
mailto:reenielea@yahoo.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com
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by Keno
Is a dust-tube tornado the 

same thing as a dust devil? 
No. A dust-tube tornado is a 

kind of weak tornado that is not as-
sociated with the mesocyclone of a 
thunderstorm. They are more like 
waterspouts. Although still officially 
called “dust-tube tornadoes” by the 
National Weather Service, it seems 
that everybody else nowadays calls 
them “landspouts”.  

They form differently than the 
typical tornado, when areas of circu-
lation on the ground get pulled up 
from the ground into a storm, thus 
connecting the ground circulation to 
the cloud base, making it a tornado.

Landspouts most often occur in 
drier areas with high-based storms 
and can persist in excess of 15 min-
utes. They generally are smaller and 
weaker than supercell tornadoes, 
usually only around F0 or F1 in 
strength, although some have pro-
duced F3 damage.

A dust devil (aka “dancing 

devil”; willy-willy) is a strong, well-
formed, and relatively long-lived 
whirlwind formed by a swirling up-
draft; they rarely come close to the 
intensity of a tornado. The swirling 
air is made visible by dust or dirt on 
the ground. They are typical in hot 
and arid climates

We see a good number of dust 
devils out in the San Luis Valley in 
the spring and summer. They can 
range from small (2 feet wide and 10 
feet tall) to large (more than 30 feet 
wide and more than 3,000 feet tall). 
The primary vertical motion is up-
ward. Dust devils are usually harm-
less, but can on rare occasions grow 

large enough to pose a threat to both 
people and property.

They are comparable to tor-
nadoes in that both are a weather 
phenomenon of a vertically oriented 
rotating column of air. 

Can a dust devil become a 
tornado?

Yes. A dust devil can morph 
into a landspout.  Pueblo meteorolo-
gist Tom Magnuson explains how: 
“Typically this occurs when a dust 
devil moves underneath a develop-
ing cloud tower before it produces 
rain. The updraft pulls the dust devil 
circulation higher and into the cloud 
tower and decreases the diameter of 
the dust devil, which increases the 
rotational velocity. A condensation 
funnel appears at cloud base and a 
landspout is born.”

Are dust devils dangerous? 
Dust devils rarely cause injury 

to people on the ground; however, 
people have been injured and even 
killed by them in the past. Several 
skydivers have also been killed by 
them when they collapsed the para-
chute’s canopies; re-inflation or use 
of reserve parachutes is not possible 
when inside a dust devil. 

I myself have been directly 
inside dust devils on 3 different oc-
casions, twice while in the Baca 
Grants, and once when I had no 
choice but to drive directly through 
a good size one on Highway 17. It 
shook my car around quite a bit and 
was very interesting. After it passed, 
my then-5-year-old grandson said to 
me “Grandpa, that was fun, let’s do 
that again!”, but it is highly recom-
mended to try to avoid such encoun-
ters if possible.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
May 21 to June 20

Total precipitation for period: 
Liquid precip: 0.13”
Snow: Trace 
Measurable precipitation fell on 4 
days.
Measurable rain fell on 3 days.
A trace of rain fell on 7 days.
A trace of snow fell on 1 day.
Two thunderstorms occurred.
 Measurable hail fell on 1 day.
Total precipitation year to date
Since Jan 1: 3.68”
Total snow to date  
Since Jan 1: 31.3”
Snow season*: 52.4” 
*Snow season runs from July 1 to 
June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp:  89.1°F on June 10
Low temp:  32.4°F on May 21
Avg. high: 76.9°F 
Avg. low: 43.7°F
Number of days with the high tem-
perature at or above 80°: 11
Number of days with the low tem-
perature below 40°: 8
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 4.0 mph  
Highest gust: 39 mph on May 31
Main direction: Out of the East

Weather summary:   
Temperatures were very 

much above normal, with precipita-
tion very much below normal. The 
following records took place:  A re-
cord high temperature of 89° was 
set on June 10, breaking the old 
mark of 87°, set in 2002. Also, the 
low temp on this day was 51°, which 
was a new record high low, the old 
record was 50°. Another record high 
low was set June 11 at 52°, the old 
record was 49°. Also on this day, an 
all-time low humidity reading for 
our area was set a 2% (old was 3%). 
Other locations in the San Luis Val-
ley, and in Westcliffe, also saw this 
same low reading – which also ties 
the all-time lowest humidity read-
ing for Colorado and for the entire 
U.S.  The world record is 1%.

The entire area also was 
hit with smoke and pyrocumulus 
clouds on both June 19 and 20, from 
two wildfires burning near Wolf 
Creek Pass. The visibility in the 
late afternoon on these days fell to 
around 300 feet from the smoke. 

Outlook for July:
July is normally our wet-

test month of the year, and we can 
normally expect to see 2.22 inches 
of precipitation fall. Our wettest 
month ever on record took place in 
July of 1998, when 5.74 inches of 
rain and hail fell. 

Temperature wise, July is our 
hottest month of the year, with an 
average high and low in the first 
week averaging 81° and 47°, with 
the last week of the month averag-
ing 80° and 49°. The all-time high 
temperature ever record in Cre-
stone took place on July 20, 2005, at 
98°, and the coolest reading for the 
month was 36°, set on July 4, 1995.

The 30 day outlook for July is 
calling for well above average tem-
peratures, along with normal pre-
cipitation.

Ask 
  the 
Weatherman

Note: For current Crestone weath-
er conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.

North Crestone Creek during the beginning of June reached its peak run-off and was a 
refreshing sight to see.  While the water was running well for a while, the flow was lower 
and shorter than hoped for.  The snowpack in the Sangres this past winter was rated at 
40% of normal.

PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
P.O. BOX 512
CRESTONE, CO 81131
719 256 4505
PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

• STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION 
• NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES 
• PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR
• CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
• REMODELS

CONSTRUCTION

  • STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION

 • NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES

 • PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR

 • CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION

 • REMODELS

 PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
 P.O. BOX 512
 CRESTONE, CO 81131
 719 937 7756
 PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

719.588.2175

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

❍ I am a new subscriber   ❍ Just a renewal  ❍ I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _________________________________Email: ______________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

Bulk 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state) 
1 issue/month Bulk mail

First Class 
1 issue/month First Class mail

Digital Only
Go digital with  

The Crestone Eagle!                  
Paper  
Only

Paper 
+ Digital

Paper  
Only

Paper 
+ Digital

Just $15 for 12 
issues .pdf file 

1yr  ❑ $20   ❑ $25  ❑ $32  ❑ $37   ❑ $15
2yrs  ❑ $35  ❑ $40  ❑ $59  ❑ $64  ❑ $30
3yrs  ❑ $50  ❑ $55  ❑ $86  ❑ $91  ❑ $45

N
ow

 offering discounted 
subscription rates!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.keno.org/vws
mailto:PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
mailto:PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/pay


Welcome to Crestone’s  
4th of July celebration!

by Town of Crestone 
Clerk Assistant, Gretchen 

Nelson
Everyone is enthusiastically invit-

ed to our unique celebration with fes-
tivities that make downtown Crestone 
an all-day family event. Please see the 
event schedule and downtown map 
for details of this year’s incredible 4th 
of July celebration.

Join the fun!
Calling all crawlers, 

walkers and runners, 
register at 7:30am 
on the corner of 
Cottonwood St. 
and Silver Ave. to 
join the 5k race. 
Decorate your 
vehicle into a 
float and get your 
posse dressed to 
join the parade. 
Lineup is at 11am 
on Copper Ave. 
This year’s parade 
theme is “The Lone 
Ranger and Tonto Ride 
Again”. William (Willy) 
McDowell, a lifetime 
resident of Crestone 
was unanimously 
chosen by the Town 
Trustees as Grand Marshal in recog-
nition of his many years of service 
to the community. Right after the 
parade, cool off and get soaked in 
the “Water Event” located at the 
Crestone Fire Station. Following the 
“Water Event” come and watch the 
6th Annual Soap Box Derby located 
on Galena Ave. Eat, dance, shop, 
visit, and listen to music in Artisans 
Park. You can still sign up at Town 
Hall for a vendor booth or register 
to enter the Soap Box Derby. Four 
cash prizes will be awarded to Adult 
and Child categories for Speed and 
Design. You may still be able to 
make the last rehearsal of the Greater 
Crestone Kosmic Kazoo Band. Call 
Tim Brenner at 588-1857.

Don’t bring your dog(s), please 
park appropriately, and help with 
safety.

Please keep your dogs at home 
for the day. Even when leashed, dogs 
have undesirable interactions with 
each other and with humans, particu-

larly small children. Please consult 
the downtown map for parking; don’t 
park in a “No Parking” area even if 
there is another vehicle there, and 
where roadside parking is permitted, 
park completely off the pavement or 
traveled part of the street. Because 
cars located in “No Parking” areas 
are problematic to keeping all events 

flowing smoothly, people who 
park in these areas will be 

issued a citation. Parents 
and everyone, please 

keep an eye out to pre-
vent small children 
from running out in 
front of parade vehi-
cles and soap box 
racers.

Volunteer!
Thank you in 

advance to all of 
the very special 
people who help 

make the day a great 
event for everyone 

else. Very helpful spon-
taneous services are 
picking up litter, espe-
cially from the parade 
route and the parks, and 
helping keep people 
behind the safety fenc-

ing during the Soap Box Derby. 
For volunteering opportunities, call 
Gretchen at Town Hall, 256-4313 9am 
to 1pm Monday-Friday, or email at  
crestone@fairpoint.net.  

Check out the parade 
map on page C-2.

The Crestone Eagle’s guide to regional events & activities July, 2013

Inside:
Saguache 2
Creede 3
Del Norte  3
Crestone 4-5
Villa Grove 6
Moffat 6
Salida 7
Alamosa 8

Crestone 
4th of July 
Celebration
Dozens of local residents volunteer to make this day a great celebration 
for everyone. There’s no need to preregister for the race, parade, or water 
event, and of course please eat, shop, dance, listen, and watch to your 
heart’s content.

Schedule of events:
8 am: 5 Kilometer Run, Walk or Crawl Race
Starts at Curt’s Olde Country Store on Cottonwood Street. Entrants may register at 7:30 
am.

10 am to 4 pm:  Vendors and Entertainment 
Vendors of food, merchandise, and ideas will be in Little Pearl & Artisans Parks. Vendor 
booth fees have covered most of today’s event expenses, so your purchase of a snack, 
meal or merchandise, or contribution to a nonprofit is a great way to thank them. Enter-
tainment will be in Artisans Park with breaks for the Parade and Soap Box Derby.  

Noon  Parade:  "The Lone Ranger and Tonto Ride Again” 
Decorate yourselves, your bicycles and/or your vehicles to join the parade.  You may 
enter the parade by joining the line-up on Copper Avenue at 11 am. The route is shown 
on the event map. Please remember—No water throwing or spraying on any of the 
parade route. And no real guns!

12:30 pm:  Water Event at the Crestone Fire Station
Our volunteer firefighters will be shooting a big water spray from a fire truck. Donations 
to the Fire Department are welcome and helping to pick up litter afterward will be greatly 
appreciated.

2 pm:  Sixth Annual Crestone Indie 600 (feet) Soap Box Derby
On Galena Avenue from the top of the pavement above Cedar Street to 

Artisans Park. There are design and speed categories for adults and kids. 
The straw bales and safety fencing are to prevent spectator collisions 

and keep the track clear. Please keep all body parts behind the 
fence at all times. 

Crestone Historical Museum
Stop by our museum in the 1880 bank lobby, corner of Alder 
and Galena in the big blue building.

ALMA: Great performances, Sundays at Six
The Alamosa Live Music Association is sponsoring the County of 

Alamosa’s Centennial on July 4!  Ozomatli headlines the concert lineup.    
Known for a notorious urban-Latino-and-beyond collision of hip hop and 
salsa, dancehall and cumbia, samba and funk, merengue and comparsa,  
Jamaican ragga and Indian raga—they’ve long followed a key mantra: it will 
take you around the world.

The Centennial celebration begins with a mile race on main street cul-
minating with fireworks at Cole Park. There will be old-fashioned games and 
many presentations of folkarts and folklife from 100 years ago! For more 
information regarding July 4th  go to  alamosacountycentennial.wordpress.
com/schedule-of-events.

Ozomatli plays in Alamosa on July 4.

Alan LeMasters in his soap box 
in a previous year’s debry.
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Don’t Miss a Trip to The 

Saguache County Museum
on Hwy 285 in Saguache 

Open daily: May 26 through Sept. 21, 2013
9am to 4pm

Open for special groups until mid-October

  Admission $5.00 adults- children 12 and under $1.00

Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 7 pm  *  Sun. 8 am - 6 pm

Telephone:  719-655-2616

616 Gunnison St.,  Saguache, CO  81149

SMITH MARKET GALLERY
Saguache, Colorado

Byron Williams, Prop.
Art & Fine Craft – Collectibles
Antlers Bought, Sold, Traded

301 5th Street (corner of 5th & Denver)

719-655-0155 www.artgourdsbybyron.com

 4th Street Diner
The 4th Street Diner in 

Saguache is open seven 
days a week from 7am 

to 3pm all summer.  
Our food is prepared 
with fresh, local, real 
foods without the use 
of artificial ingredients 
or preservatives.  We also 
feature organic beef burgers 

from Blue Range Ranch, as well 
as scrumptious homemade pies.  

Stop in for lunch or our customers’ 
favorite breakfast, Potato Supreme!  

We’re located at 411 4th Street in 
Saguache.  719-655-6411.

SAGuAChe Saguache 
County 
Museum

Plan to attend 
these free pro-

grams during July at 
The Saguache County 

Museum.  
On Sunday, July 14, at 

1:30pm, Pip Conrad presents The 
Cheetah Conservation Fund.  Cheetahs 

were once found all over Africa and Asia.  They are now endangered.  Fewer 
than 12,000 remain worldwide.  Learn how the CCF works with local farmers, 
schools and Namibia’s government.      

On Sunday, July 21, at 1:30pm, Bill Hatcher, from Villa Grove, will talk 
about “A Journey Through Africa”.  Mr. Hatcher is a writer, and author of the 
book, The Marble Room. 

Refreshments will be served.  Programs are free.  Donations are accepted. 

Saguache Town Market
Saguache Town Market is a full-service grocery store.  We have all the 

amenities of a grocery store, which includes produce, dairy, meat market, 
and deli with a pizza shop.  We also sell hunting and fishing licenses, fill pro-
pane bottles, and have four gas pumps. 
We also have a limited supply 

of hardware, and hunting and 
fishing supplies.  We are 
located right on Highway 
285 in Saguache.  We 
have daily lunch spe-
cials Monday through 
Friday and make pizza 
every day but Sunday.  
Our hours are: Monday 
through Saturday 8am-
7pm, and Sunday 8am-
6pm.  We look forward to 
serving you.

719-655-2616.

Smith Market 
Gallery

You are cor-
dially invited to visit 
the Smith Market 
Gallery.  Owner 
Byron Williams has a 
beautiful “fresh” col-
lection of intricately 
designed gourds and 
baskets, many with ant-
ler embellishments or han-
dles.  Judith Page’s fantastical 
collages, prints and cards are pop-
ular items.  In addition, we are showing 
watercolors by well-known SLV artist, Yvonne Halburian. You’ve got to see 
her whimsical “Fantastic Fowl” series of cards and bookmarks.  

We continue to have an interesting collection of western decorating 
items, including saddle and other vintage horse-related items, and tobac-
ciana of all types.   You might even find an already-broken-in pair of cowboy 
boots to make your western outfit complete.  If you are looking for antlers 
to decorate your house or garden be sure to stop in and see our selection.

We look forward to your visit, but suggest you call to ensure we are 
open, 719-655-0155.

Parade Route

Soap Box Derby

Porta-Potty

NO PARKING
(Until after parade)

Parking
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–––
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Thrift

Crestone
Spirits

Fire
Dept.

Secret
Garden

Creative
Trade Shambala

Curt’s
Olde 

Country
Store

Town Park

Vendors
Music
Food
FUN!

10–4pm

“The Lone Ranger 
and Tonto Ride Again”

Parade Start
Parade Line-up
on Copper Ave

Crestone Eagle

Artisan’s
Gallery

Handicapped
Parking

Handicapped parking,
access, and parade view 

from north/west porch of 
Artisan’s Gallery/

Crestone Eagle
Derby Route - NO PARKING
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5K Race, 8am

WELCOME TO CRESTONE’S
4TH OF JULY  CELEBRATION!

Hard-
ware

Water Event, 
12:30pm

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.artgourdsbybyron.com
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award-winning theatre /  new works /  nat’lly recognized school tours /  cREEDEREp.ORG

            “one of the state ’s  top 5 companies”  -  the denver post

toast true rep2 thEatREs 
7 shOws

18 wEEks
1 spEctaculaR sEttinG fOR 48 yEaRs!

Saguache’s♥

719.655.6411

4th Street
Diner  & Bakery

Pies! WiFi!

“Tales from Del Norte”

For more information visit 
www.delnortechamber.org

Thursday, August 1st, 6pm
“Spirit and Soul Night” 

Progressive Mexican Dinner

   Friday, August 2nd, 7pm
Chuck Pyle concert at Wildwood Sounds

Saturday, August 3rd
Pancake Breakfast 7am

Pie Sale 9am
Parade 10am

Ice Cream Social ~ 10am-3pm

~ also ~

Firemen’s BBQ at the Firehouse
Artists’ Quick Draw, Auction & Reception 

Dog Show • Wagon Show • Car Show
Farmer’s Market • Talent Show
Book Sale • Music in the Park

Kids’ Activities • Vendors
Horseshoe Tournament • Mud Volleyball

Sunday, August 4th

Fly-in Breakfast, Del Norte Regional Airport

Creede Repertory 
Theatre

Visit the Creede Repertory Theatre for the best of classic and con-
temporary plays from June-September. A Funny Thing Happened on the 
Way to the Forum opened May 31, with music and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim and book by Burt Shevelove and Larry Gelbart. Forum is light, 
fast-paced, witty, irreverent and one of the funniest musicals ever written.  
In exchange for his freedom, Pseudolus, a crafty slave, struggles to win 
the hand of a beautiful courtesan for his young master, Hero. The plot 
twists and turns with cases of mistaken identity and slamming doors, cul-
minating in musical theatre’s funniest farce. For tickets and a full season 
line up call 719-658-2540 or visit CRT online at www.creederep.org.

CReeDe

Tales From Del Norte
“Tales from Del Norte” is the parade theme for this year’s Covered 

Wagon Days. Parade entries will be asked, but not required, to supply the 
announcer with stories about their connection to Del Norte’s or San Luis 
Valley’s history. We are honoring retired firefighters as our Parade Marshal. 
We will be featuring a period stagecoach and a reenactment of the famous 
stage robbery on Grand, and we are having several new events which, 
we hope, will bring a country fair atmosphere to the town of Del Norte! 
We ask that all valley residents consider participating in the dog show, 
the car show, the vendors and the farmer’s market, and particularly the 
wagon show. For more information 
please visit our website: www.del-
nortechamber.org.

Get natural  
There are lots of things 
you can do around this 

area in nature, for free or 
close to it:

Enjoy camping, fishing and hiking. Our area 
abounds with opportunities to breathe fresh, clean air, eat 
fresh-caught trout and sit around a campfire telling tall tales. 
The Arkansas River is a great fishing treasure, but is also 
world-renowned for great rafting and kayaking.

There are numerous campgrounds throughout the valley. 
Here in Crestone we have North Crestone Creek Campground 
and four popular hiking trails: North Crestone Creek, Willow/
South Crestone Creek, Spanish Creek and Cottonwood Creek. 
Take time to relax and smell the piñon. 

Go out after dark and marvel at the plethora of stars in the 
Milky Way.

Enjoy the wildlife, ranging from small wild birds to foxes, 
deer and elk.

Most of all, enjoy the quiet.  The loudest noise you’ll hear 
is the beating of your own heart.

DID YOu KNOW: 

One section of the Rio Grande River 
boasts Gold Medal status.

 Source: www.colorado.com

DeL 
NORTe 

SAN LuIS 
VALLeY

http://www.creederep.org
http://www.delnortechamber.org
http://www.del-nortechamber.org
http://www.del-nortechamber.org
http://www.del-nortechamber.org
http://www.colorado.com
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Robin 
Blankenship
719-256-4909
www.earthknack.com
PO 508 Crestone, CO 81131

Green River Canoe
August  8-13

$535 includes all meals, 
canoe rental, shuttle cost and 

instruction  (12 and under $285)
Paddle the cooling currents of the 
Green River through spectacular 

Canyon Country scenery. During this 
enjoyable summer learning adventure 
you will learn to make willow baskets, 
tamarisk bow and fishing arrows, river 

stone axes, and pottery from hand 
dug river bank clay. Add sandy island 
beach camping and canyon walks and 

you have a great trip for any age.    
(limited enrollment * register now)

www.earthknack.com
or   719 256 4909

Summer Hours:

Located on the Corner 
of Cottonwood & Galena

Downtown Crestone
719-256-5280

meet the artists, 
refreshments & music!

June through August
3 - 5 pm

Second Saturday Art Walk!

Weekdays 11-5  v Sunday 10-4
Closed Tuesdays 

Downtown Crestone
Open Wed-Sat 10am-5pm

588-1681 C
la

y 
A

rt
 You never know what

you might find...stop by!

C
la

y 
A

rt
 

Cho Ku Rei Farm Store & Yak N’ Cracker 
We are GMO-FREE! 

ALL ORGANIC Restaurant & Farm Store!
New SUMMER MENU!    New Grocery Items! 

Live Music EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT 6:00pm - 8:30pm

Located 4 miles west from Crestone Town, on the golf course.

Hours:
Mon. - Thurs. 11:00am - 8:00pm

Friday & Saturday 11:00am - 8:30pm
Sunday Breakfast  8:00am - 1:00pm

WI-FI & EBT ACCEPTED  •  www.chokureiranch.com

Chokurei 
Ranch
Summer is a great time 

of year to come see our 
yak. Our herd of 200 

majestic Tibetan yak 
increases daily with 
the arrival of new 
babies. Native to the 
Himalayas, Yak thrive in 
our Colorado high coun-

try. Bring your friends and 
family to enjoy these 

magnificent animals 
from our unique tour 

vehicle! Being in the 
middle of a field on your 

tour surrounded by the Sangre de Cristos, you’ll feel like you’re 
in the Himalayas.  Take lots of pictures. Have fun! Each Yak Tour 
is unique. Call Chokurei Ranch ahead of time for reservations: 
719 256-4599. We are also happy to announce, “Frisbee Golf” 
at The Yak N’ Cracker!  Make a day of it! Enjoy our home-made 
organic cuisine and play in the sun!  :)  Fun For The Whole 
Family! Cart Rentals Availalble! Saturday Night 
Music Night @ Sunset 6-8:30pm!   
Every Saturday night!!

Clay Art Center
As Crestone’s community pottery 

center, Clay Art has a working stu-
dio for artists and students, and a 
retail gallery. Monthly memberships 
are available for studio use for estab-
lished and new artists.  Classes from 
the beginner to those who want to 

fine-tune their skills are taught by artist 
Lynn Drake and are available throughout 

the summer.  The gallery exhibits items 
for sale including small gift items to fine 

art ceramic sculptures.  Conveniently located 
in beautiful downtown Crestone in the Sangre de 

Cristo Inn, Clay Art has something for everyone.   Stop by 
and visit to see what’s new!    719-588-1681.

earth Knack
Have fun this summer with Earth Knack! Visit 

www.earthknack.com for a full summer listing and 
pricing.

Earth Knack’s July Friday Fun Series:  (Kids 
14 and under come with an adult)

July 5 Archery Training! Bow and Arrow and 
Atl Atl Shoot 11am-2pm. Bring a lunch. $25 Music.

(Prizes:1 day pass to music festival, gift certifi-
cate to Yak ‘N’ Cracker, Robin’s homemade preserves, 

and more)
July 12 Fibers Intensive 10am-3pm. Bring a lunch.  

$35.  Plant and animal fibers like nettle and yak will be 
spun, felted and corded! July 19 Medicinal Herb Tea Party at 

Crestone Curve Cooperative Garden 11am-2pm  Bring a lunch $25  
Herbal tea infusions with medicinal benefits.  (Best garden party hat wins a 
free bag of local wild gathered nettle herb)

July 26 Fire Making 10am-3pm Bring a lunch. $35  Bow Drill, Hand Drill 
and Fire Plow methods, as well as modern “survival” methods.

Crestone 
Saturday 
Market

From May 
through October, 
a portion of Silver 
Street in downtown  
Crestone is home to the 
Crestone Farmer’s Market. 
An eclectic assortment of ven-
dors offers everything from plant starts 
to handmade jewelry to natural cos-
metics.  You can browse stalls selling 
raw milk, spelt bread, jewelry and a 
wide assortment of local seasonal 
veggies. It’s also a great place to 
have a cinnamon roll or a smoothie; 
then lunch on grilled paninis, home 
made tamales or other goodies that 
change weekly.  The market goes 
from 10am Sat. morning to around 
3pm in the afternoon.

CReSTONe

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.earthknack.com
http://www.earthknack.com
http://www.chokureiranch.com
http://www.earthknack.com


Friday, August 2nd
The Haunted 

Windchimes
Saturday, August 3rd

Tab Benoit
Sunday, August 4th

Vieux Farka Toure
Advanced Tickets
www.crestfest.org

719-256-4533

Crestone Saturday 
Farmers Market

Every Saturday @ 10:00am in downtown Crestone
Featuring:

plant starts, jewelry, baked goods, 
farm eggs, energetic healers, sock 
monkeys, fresh milk, delicious hot 

food and local live music!
Enjoy Crestone’s Local Charm...COME HUNGRY - 256-6400

The Bliss Café   
Pizzeria, Bistro & Gift Shop

Now open for breakfast 8:00am!
Make dinner easy

Grab dinner or P izza to Go! !
Open 7 days a week from 8am-10pm 
Serving food until 9:00  256-6400

Clinical Aromatherapy Courses 
in Crestone
Level 1- July 14-20 • Level 2- July 21-27

Exploring Nature’s Pharmacy

• Discount for Crestone Residents!
• Approved provider:  

NAHA & NCBTMB

Learn more and sign up now at:

www.learnaroma.com
719-256-4759

Aroma 
Apothecary

Aroma Apothecary Healing Arts Academy’s 
Clinical Aromatherapy Program provides the high-
est quality of aromatherapy certification in the USA. 
This program offers a comprehensive combination 
of courses geared towards true natural healing and 
creating a successful aromatherapy business. 

Graduates of our 200-300 hour program are 
qualified to join the National Association of Holistic 
Aromatherapy (NAHA) as a professional aromathera-

pist and are qualified to take the national registration 
test with the Aromatherapy Council. 

Approved CEU and educational provider  since 
2002 by the National Association of Holistic Aromatherapy 

(NAHA) and the National Certification Board for Therapeutic 
Massage and Bodywork (NCBTMB). 

More information: www.learnaroma.com or 719-256-4759

Baca Grande 
Stables

Come visit the Baca 
Grande Stables (next to the Town 

of Crestone). Boarding and les-
sons available. Call 719-256-4756 or 

email info@bacagrandestables.com

Bliss Café, Bistro, Pizzeria & Gift Shop
Yummy food, simple food, organic food, gourmet cuisine. Pizza, beer, 

wine, cocktails, champagne. Internet.
Private party parlor for special events, additional outdoor seating with 

wonderful mountain views & heartfelt, caring service.
Plus ~ the only waterfront café in town. Oh, it’s just a tiny little stream. 

Never mind.
Plus! Shop the variety of gifts 

galore!! Butterflies, buddhas, 
boxes. Candles, jewelry, art 

work, yoga mat carry bags, 
journals, rose oil, incense, 

picture frames, cards, silk 
scarves and so much more!

Bliss Café!  A fun 
place to be!

719-256-6400.

Crestone Artisans 
Gallery

The Crestone Artisans Gallery 
represents over 20 local artists work-
ing in jewelry, pottery, glass, wood, 

paper, leather, textiles, photography 
and fine art in oil, acrylic & watercolor.

Second Saturday Artwalk!  Mark 
your calendar for the second Saturday of the 

month from July through August.  CAG will be 
h o s t i n g our monthly artist reception from 3 to 5pm.  Enjoy art, 
live music, food & drink and meet the artists!  Make the second Saturday of 
the month your day to visit downtown Crestone, The Artisans Gallery, Saturday 
Market and our local shops and restaurants!

Summer hours: Weekdays 11-5, Sunday 10-4, Closed Tuesday. 
719-256-5280.

Crestone Music Festival
Crestone Performances presents the 15th annual Crestone Music Festival, 

August 2, 3, & 4. The festival is a three-day, two-stage event held at Challenger Golf 
Club in Crestone Colorado. It features over 25 multi-genre, multi-cultural acts. We 
have camping, a kids’ zone, contests, 
arts & crafts, gourmet cuisine and 
Colorado libations. Friday’s headliner is 
the eclectic Haunted Windchimes plus 
national bluegrass act Rebecca Frazier 
and Hit & Run Bluegrass!  Saturday 
features Bayou Blues artist Tab Benoit.  
Sunday’s headliner is World Beat artist 
Vieux Farka Touré. See the full lineup 
and get your discounted advanced 
tickets at www.crestfest.org or call 
719-256-4533.
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Robin 
Blankenship
719-256-4909
www.earthknack.com
PO 508 Crestone, CO 81131

July’s Friday
Fun Series

July 5 - Archery Training
Bow & Arrow and Atl Atl Shoot
11am-2pm - Bring a lunch - $25

July 12 - Fibers Intensive
10am-3pm - Bring a lunch - $35

July 19 - Medicinal Herb
    Tea Party

in the Crestone Curve Co-Op Garden
Wear a fancy garden hat!

11am-2pm - Bring a lunch - $25

July 26 - Fire Making
10am-3pm - Bring a lunch - $35

www.earthknack.com

CReSTONe

http://www.crestfest.org
http://www.learnaroma.com
http://www.learnaroma.com
mailto:info@bacagrandestables.com
http://www.crestfest.org
http://www.earthknack.com
http://www.earthknack.com
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www.salidacutlery.com

Looking for a fine Cigar or Pipe?
Drop in and take a peek
at our great selection!

www.anterojewelers.com

A Full- Service Jewelry Store

Salida River Rock Jewelry

Impressions
of Salida

136 W. US HWY 50 • 719-539-7611

w
w

w
.anterojew

elers.com

Antero Aquamarine

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm

LOOK FOR OUR NEW ECO-FRIENDLY, 

COMPOSTABLE PACKAGING!

WWW.MIRAGETRADINGCO.COM

IN  MOFFAT NEXT TO THE POST OFFICE

719-256-4357

Villa Grove 
Trade

A f t e r 
soaking and 

swimming at 
the hot springs, 

food and accommo-
dations await at the Villa Grove Trade. A 
small town general store since 1882, it fea-
tures live music and dinner specials every 2nd 
and 4th Sunday 6-8pm. Villa Grove has several 
oldwest buildings that date back to the railroad 
days. The Trade offers mighty fine meals, home-
baked desserts, wi-fi, local art, general supplies, ice, 
snacks and beverages, specialty coffees and espres-
so. There are also a couple of quaint rooms for 
rent. $55 for single, $65 for double, pets $10 
each. Location: 34094 U.S. Hwy 285, Villa 
Grove. 8am-4pm daily. 719-655-2203, www.
villagrovetrade.com.

Steel horse Grill
The Steel Horse Grill, located on Hwy 285 in Villa 

Grove, Colorado, is all about enjoying the beauty of the 
Rocky Mountains, exceptional food, and taking a break 
with friends along your journey.

The Steel Horse Grill offers casual patio dining with 
views of the stunning Sangre de Cristo mountain range. 
We know you’ll enjoy relaxing to some good music and 

filling up on delicious food like our sig-
nature 1/2 lb. Rib Eye Burger, BBQ 

Ribs, Sweet T Chicken, and a host 
of tasty appetizers and sides. 

We have a nice selection of 
wine, and ice cold beer. Live 
music on Saturdays!

Open May – October, 
Thurs – Monday (Closed 
Tues & Weds), Noon – 
8pm

719-655-2004 www.
steelhorsegrill.com

Joyful 
Journey 

hot Springs 
Spa & Lodge

Traveling north on Hwy 17, about 5 miles south of Villa Grove is Joyful 
Journey Hot Springs Spa and Lodge. Also known as Mineral Hot Springs by 
the locals, it features three geothermal soaking tubs varying from 99°-108°. 
The water is renowned for its healing and restorative qualities. Relax with an 
awesome view of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. Enjoy herbal wraps and 
massages. There is a large conference center and yurts available for overnight 
stays. Open 7 days a week. Summer hours: Sun-Thurs: 9am-10pm;  Fri & Sat: 
9am-11pm.  Call 719-256-4328 or visit joyfuljourneyhotsprings.com.

Prices start at $12 for a soak.

Mirage 
Trading Co.

The Mirage Trading Co, in 
Moffat Colorado, is a true oasis on 
Hwy. 17, in the middle of the San 
Luis Valley.  The Mirage has “the 
best coffee in the valley,” roasted 
on the premises under the name of 
Mirage Roasting Co.  Delighted by 
the smell of roasting and brewing 
coffee, many a passerby is astound-
ed by the superb quality of the cof-
fee and of the local art produced by 
the many talented local artists.  Stop 
by to check out the art. Sample the 
freshly roasted organic, fair-trade 
coffee and take “a little bit of the 
valley” home with you.   Hours are 
8am-4pm, 7 days a week. PO Box 
412, 17555 Hwy 17, Moffat, CO 
81143, 719-256-4357. Log on at: 
miragetradingco.com. 

VILLA 
GROVe

DID YOu KNOW:
hayden Pass, just east of Villa Grove, is a 
popular launch point for hang gliding.

MOFFAT

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.salidacutlery.com
http://www.anterojewelers.com
http://www.anterojewelers.com
http://www.anterojewelers.com
http://www.anterojewelers.com
http://www.villagrovetrade.com
http://www.villagrovetrade.com
http://www.steelhorsegrill.com
http://www.steelhorsegrill.com
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222 F Street, Salida CO  

719 539-4580

Open 7 days a week

Accepting consignments daily

womens & mens clothing 
• jewelry • art 

collectables • cds • movies 

Summer Hours: 
Sun 10am to 5pm

Mon-Tues  10am to 6pm
Wed-Sat 10am to 8pm 

Visit our second location!
312 E. Main, Buena Vista

101 F Street, Salida • 719-539-7493
Jewelry • Custom Designs

Come see what the Prospectors found!

Cook up a tasty 
summer with colorful 
Lodge cast ironware!

❂  Cuisinart Ice Cream
    and Yogurt Makers

❂  Summertime Gourmet
     Dips and Marinades

❂  Bright new tabletop
    decor from Tag

Free the Monkey
Looking for adventure?  Did you 
forget a swim suit for the hot 

springs, lose your sunglass-
es, want some cool jewelry 

or do you just want a 
taste of what the locals 
have?  Come shop 
Free the Monkey 
Consignment.  With 
over 3,000 consign-
ors, you’ll be sure to 
find something you 
love.  Canvas every 

corner, poke through 
all of the racks, explore 

all of the departments.  
We’ve got something for 

everyone.  So swing on in 
and let’s monkey around!  Open 

every day. 

Antero Jewelers
Antero Jewelers is the premiere jewelry shop 

in the upper Arkansas Valley for high fashion 
and local flair.  Located at 136 W Highway 
50 in beautiful Salida, CO, we offer watch 
battery replacement, jewelry repair and 
masterful custom pieces.  Our friendly 

and knowledgeable staff would love to 
help you find that perfect gift or memento 

that will remind you of this beautiful area.  
Come see our Colorado River Rock collec-

tion and our beautiful pieces set with Mt. Antero  
Aquamarine!   

719-539-7611.

Salida Cutlery and 
Smoke Shop

Salida Cutlery and 
Smoke Shop is a great 
place to find a unique 
souvenir or stock up for 
a camping trip!  You will 
find everything from 
fine cigars, premium 

knives & axes, to gour-
met grab and go freeze 

dried meals. We focus on 
quality and carry many genu-

ine items you may not have found 
in a while like straight razors and shave 

soap to hand carved meerschaum pipes, and 
we have lovely pipe tobacco to fill it with too. Stop by today at 132 Hwy 50 
Salida, CO or visit www. salidacutlery.com  719-539-2884.

Mixing Bowl
Thank you, faithful customers 

from the Valley!  This is the Mixing 
Bowl’s 8th summer season and 
we aim to have our shelves shine 
brighter than ever.  Our prod-
ucts range from practical to fun, 
from traditional to state-of-the-
art.  There is a gift for everyone 
on your list; just let us help you 
find it.  Then we’ll wrap it with all 
the trimmings, because you’re 
part of our Mixing Bowl family.  
So come by, taste some gourmet 

foods and give us a chance to 
serve you.

719-539-2655.

Kaleidoscope Toys
Visit Kaleidoscope Toys in down-

town Salida for all your summer adven-
tures.  We have lots of fun and unique 
outdoor toys to take to the park or 
river.  Look for our booth in Riverside 
Park on July 4   for sweet treats and 
light-up toys.   Join our email list, like 
us on Facebook or check our website 
(kaltoys.com) for details about sales 
and events throughout the summer.

719-530-0533.

Krivanek 
Jewelers 

Krivanek Jewelers owner Mark 
Krivanek has been an active gem col-

lector in Colorado for 30 years, specializ-
ing in our feature gem deposit of Aquamarine 

found on the summit of Mount Antero and Mount 
White in Chaffee County, Colorado. This location is the highest gem locale in the 
United States at 14,000 feet; high altitude and climatic changes restrict collecting 
to just a couple of months per year. Aquamarine is the state gem and is the March 
birthstone. Recently a short series has been filmed called “The Prospectors” 
showing on the Weather Channel. The show features mining of Aquamarine, fol-
lowing several local prospectors trying to find this elusive gem. If you want to see 
what the prospectors are finding, come by Krivanek jewelers where we have a 
large display of raw, cut, and jewelry ready to wear made from local gems.

Visit  our booth in Riverside Park on July 4th
for  l ight  up toys and roasted nuts

see kaltoys.com for details

SALIDA

DID YOu KNOW:
Spiral Drive on Mount 

Tenderfoot has a great 
view of Salida.

http://www.salidacutlery.com


SPLASHLAND
Open Tues-Sat 10am-6pm • Sunday 10am-5pm  •  Closed Monday

Lap Swim Tuesday ~ Friday  6pm-8pm  $5

Private Lessons
After-hours Pool Parties

Adults 12 & up  $8 • Kids 3-11  $4 • Waterslide Pass $4.50 

5895 Highway 17719.589.6258
Follow us

on Facebook!

Group swim lessons with sessions starting June 4th
and continuing through the summer!

713 Main Street, Alamosa
719.587.0878

Treasure Alley represents the works of:

   Barbara Forrest Richard Lindsey

Always Azul Pottery

Monday-Friday 9am ~ 6pm
Saturday 10am ~ 5pm

Closed Sundays

and

  Troll Beads    Vera Bradley bags
  Wind Sculptures   Jewelry

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Open 10am to 10pm, Closed Thursdays.
Phone:   719-378-2807
Address:1991 Co. Rd. 63, Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

Check out our new lodging options and poolside cabana!

Sand 
Dunes 
Pool

On Highway 
17, north of Hooper, 

turn east on Road B 
(the water billboard). 

Follow the signs 2.5 miles 
to the Sand Dunes Swimming 

Pool. Heated by geothermal water, 
this pool has diving boards, a kiddies’ pool, toys, a therapy pool and a con-
cession stand that was voted “Best in Colorado.”  RV & tent camping as well 
as cabin rentals available year-round. Visit our website for details.  Admission: 
$12/adult, $8/child (3-12yrs), children under 2 are free. Seniors 65+, students 
with ID and military are $10. Reserve dining tables for free. Last Hour of the 
Day Deal: Arrive 1 hour prior to closing to receive half price discount. March 

1-November 30. 10am-10pm. 
Closed every Thursday for drain-
ing and cleaning. For more infor-
mation and to learn about pass-
es, punch cards and group dis-
counts, call 719-378-2807 or visit  
sanddunespool.com.

Splashland
Splashland is excited 

to announce we are getting 
a 26’ waterslide for summer 
2013.  Splashland is a 150’ x 
60’ geothermal artesian swim-
ming pool. Our pool ranges from 3’ 
to 10’ in depth.  Lap lanes are available 
all day, as is an 8’ drop slide and a diving board. There are large grass areas 
with a concession stand nearby.  Lockers are available for your convenience. 
We also offer toys and floats for rent. Lifeguards are on duty at all times, and 
group swim lessons are available throughout the summer. Private lessons are 
available by appointment. We are also available for after-hour private parties 
throughout the year.  719-589-6258.

Treasure Alley
Treasure Alley represents the artwork 

of Barbara Forrest, Always Azul pottery, 
Richard Lindsey’s jewelry,  Trollbeads 
and Vera Bradley’s handbags and trav-
el accessories. Our selection of wind 
sculptures this year is our very best 
ever with garden art, wind sculptures, 
bird houses, and chimes in an assort-
ment of sizes and styles to decorate 
the garden. The colorful metal frogs 
and roosters and sunflower orna-
ments add a whimsical flair to a gar-

den. We invite you to stop by and enjoy 
the summer season with us!

Treasure Alley has again expand-
ed our clothing lines with a great 
selection of summer dresses, tops and 
tees.  The Cut Loose cotton tops in chili, 
lupin and summer green have been a 
challenge to keep in stock! Treasure Alley, 

located at 713 Main Street in Alamosa, 
is open Monday though Friday from 

9 to 6 and Saturdays 10 to 5.         
719-587-0878.

Grounds admission 
$2 per person or $5 per car

LOCATED ON HWY 17, 
2 1/2 MILES N. OF HOOPER, CO.

ufo Watchtower
The UFO Watchtower will 

host the 2013 UFO Conference 
July 27 & 28.  Speakers will talk 

about valley cattle mutilations, sasquatch, abductions and stories from 
indigenous people.

To date, sixty-seven UFOs have been seen, spotted from the 
tower’s observation deck. It is said two energy vortices draw UFOs to 
our area!

You can peruse a gift shop full of books on the subject, and 
shop for out-of-this-world souvenirs.

Just 3 miles north of 
Hooper on Highway 17. 
Admission is $2/person 
or $5/car. Primitive 
camping is avail-
able. Call 719-
378-2296 or log 
on to ufowatch-
tower.com. for full 
details.  For con-
ference reservations 
call Judy at 719-378-
2296.

hey You! 
Are you doing some-

thing fun this summer 
and want to let every-
one know about it?

Advertise your 
event or business; to 
be included in next 
month’s Summer Fun 
Guide, please contact  
Dee Rudoff, Crestone 
Eagle Ad Manager at: 
ads@crestoneeagle .
com (719) 256-4956 

With a minimum 
$60 ad, you can sub-
mit a 100-word write-
up and a photo for no 
extra charge!
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