
by Jason Anderson, 
Saguache County Commissioner
The first, and biggest, blow 

to the development of solar energy 
projects in Saguache County came  
in December when commissioners 
learned that the Saguache County 
SolarReserve project had been ter-
minated because the project did not 
obtain a Power Purchase Agree-
ment (PPA) from Xcel Energy. 

The project, designed to es-

tablish a solar-thermal electric 
power facility in Saguache County, 
had received a 1041 land-use per-
mit from the Saguache County 
Commissioners, and had obtained 
the land necessary to begin the 
project. A Power Purchase Agree-
ment with Xcel Energy to buy 
power from SolarReserve was the 
last step in the process. When com-
pleted, the project planned to pro-
duce 125 megawatts of power with 

storage capacity into the evening 
hours. According to SolarReserve 
estimates, it would have created 
$900 million in economic benefits, 
produced 1500 jobs representing 
1.5 million labor hours, and sup-
plied 50 long-term jobs for the val-
ley. Apparently, the main obstacle 
to the PPA was that the initial cost 
for electricity was higher than com-
petitive supplies from coal, natural 

Saguache County attempt to promote solar 
energy as economic driver stalled 
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Moon rising above Columbia Point.          photo by Kate Steichen To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com
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25 years serving the Northern San Luis Valley

—Crestone
The Baca Grande Volunteer 

Fire Department, from which three 
firefighters resigned in November, 
has suffered another big staff loss 
with the resignation of Fire Chief 
Ben Brack on December 12.  Ad-
ditional firefighters have also re-
signed and more resignations are 
expected within the next week.  
This could bring the active number 
of firefighters down to 5 or fewer, ac-
cording to one firefighter.  A white 
flag has been flying at the Baca fire 
station, which signifies that not 

many firefighters are present and 
sends a signal of caution to the com-
munity to be alert. 

Baca Grande Fire Department 
Equipment Manager Jim Vander-
pool is currently serving as acting 
fire chief. The POA is advertising 
for a new Baca fire chief as a part 
time position.

In October, the number of 
Baca volunteer firefighters on the 
roster was around 22—3 years ago 
it was 27. Some reasons cited for the 
haemorrhage of firefighters include 
low morale and lack of stable lead-

ership at the Baca Grande Prop-
erty Owners Association (POA), 
a private corporation which owns 
the fire department.  Several fire-
fighters who talked to this reporter 
said they felt there has been a lack 
of support and ongoing hostility to-
wards Baca firefighters. Other fire-
fighters left for other reasons, such 
as moving away, but their numbers 
have not been replaced.

In December, the POA board 
cut the fire department’s budget for 
salaries for the two paid positions 

Baca fire chief & additional firefighters resign

This big buck poses for a photo.  We’ve 
been seeing so many deer around here 
lately!                       photo by Lori A. Nagel
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How fortunate we are
Dear Editor,
On Tuesday, December 10, 

just as the Crestone End of Life 
Project’s monthly meeting ended, 
long-time volunteer member Rain-
bow Adler announced that she felt 
unwell. Shortly after, Rainbow 
fainted and it became clear that 
something was seriously amiss.

We called 911, and before long 
our local EMTS showed up: Chris 
Botz, Ivan Lakish and Robin Dur-
rance. How grateful we were for 
their knowledgeable and compas-
sionate care! They whisked Rain-
bow off to SLVRMC hospital in 
Alamosa—she was delighted to be 
traveling with friends and familiar 
faces.

How fortunate we are, in this 
community, to be served by these 
skilled and caring personnel.

Whether EMTs, volunteer fire 
fighters or Mountain Rescue volun-
teers, they respond to every need 
without bias: like the warming 
rays of the sun.

With sincere appreciation, 
Stephanie Gaines, Rainbow &
Bob Adler, and the Crestone 
End of Life volunteers

Charter School solar 
system credit correction

Dear Editor,
In the December Crestone 

Eagle (pg. 4), Beaudin Ganz Con-
sulting Engineers Inc. was credited 
with designing the solar thermal 
heating system. A look at the his-
tory of how it came to be will clarify 
the record. The original heating 
system proposed and designed by 
Beaudin Ganz was in fact a mas-
sive ground-source mechanical 
heat pump system. The school 
board favored a more sustainable 
solar alternative. Literally at the 
eleventh hour when the board was 
“signing off ” to the architect, three 
local solar supporters came forward 
and advocated for a new unique so-
lar design concept conceived and 
developed by Crestone solar expert 
Michael Wasserman. To his credit, 
Jake Blevins, engineer for Beaudin 
Ganz, grasped the concept and was 
willing to “go out on a limb” and 
support the new design. A produc-
tive collaborative relationship de-
veloped between Michael and Jake. 
The rest is history and the system 
has been in operation since Sept. 
2013.

Were it not for Michael Was-
serman’s new concept of long term 
ground-coupled heat storage with 
direct coupling of panels to slab, 
this system would not exist. Mi-
chael conceived it, built several 
small systems over the years to 
refine it, and arrived at the final 
design. Jake, who took the design 
and drew up the working plans, 
said “His efforts and very special-
ized skill set/experience has been 
instrumental  (nothing short of cru-
cial) in the success of the project.” 
Long term storage of solar heat 

and unusually high efficiency are 
the principal virtues of this award-
winning solar thermal system.

Vince Palermo

Out of the blue
Dear Editor,
Many folks see real concern in 

the state of the Baca Grande Prop-
erty Owners’ Association. This let-
ter suggests a perfection in politics 
gone awry.  

Do you feel Crestone has a 
destiny?  The crown chakra of our 
planet? Whatever the nomencla-
ture, you know that we live in an 
extraordinary community . . . in ex-
traordinary times.

The greater the fate/fortune 
of Crestone, the more necessary 
that we all come face to face with 
that which deeply needs to be 
healed—if, indeed, this is the place 
where ideas of commonality, of 
great humanity and unity of spirit 
are birthed, modeled and dissemi-
nated. We are called to experience 
at least a representative portion of 
what needs to be re-formed in the 
world: Healers can heal only what 
they themselves have endured.

The Baca Grande—devised by 
developers who never set foot here, 
who from aerial photos greedily 
plotted the land, with zero sense of 
community—has as default govern-
ance the POA for the Baca . . . and it 
hasn’t worked in 30 years (despite 
many worthy efforts).  Such dura-
tion of failure breeds depression; 
with no way out of confinement, 
depression turns toxic; and toxic-
ity nurtures thoughts of suicide—a 
stage perhaps represented in our 
current situation. 

This letter is a-politically 
penned at the crux of a new year, at 
this auspicious time in Crestone’s 
history, to bear a simple message: 
All that Crestone is points to one 
understanding—that any divided 
government will fail to allow Cre-
stone’s highest destiny to unfold.

Ergo, let it here be asserted 
and proclaimed that Crestone will 
enjoy a unitive government.  One 
governing body for all that is called 
Crestone and all that is called the 
Baca will indeed be enacted.

However out of the blue it 
may seem, let it be—as if our 
one governance has already hap-
pened—here stated as fact: The 
unity of our community is a given, 
deserves the highest attentiveness 
and diligence, and constitutes our 
greatest asset.  

This urge is not, at this seem-
ingly dark hour, just rising. It an-
nounced itself when the grand-
mothers sat in the buckets of the 
big cats that otherwise would have 
dug for gold back in the early ‘90s, 
ruining our aquifer with arsenic.  
It was in strong expression in our 
1995 “Future Search Conference,” 
and again manifested with insight 
just two Januaries ago in the Cre-
stone-Baca Holistic Living Alli-
ance.

Energy precedes form.  Na-
ture unfolds precisely in this way.  
The energy for vision, for leader-
ship, for resonance is already pre-
sent. How long it might take to be 
enacted in the halls of government 
is not within the scope of the hearts 
and mind of those who, reading 
this affirmation, are recognizing 
that the graceful force of indivis-

ibility can be neither diverted nor 
stopped.

To be clear: The map (we’ve 
been shown) is not the territory, no 
problem is solved on the level of the 
problem, and what seems unsolv-
able is precisely where re-visioning 
arises. If even a handful of persons 
are reading here an announced 
accuracy of what must be set into 
place—for untold benefit, for har-
mony without limit—then there is 
no possibility that such altruism 
will fail to be the coherence guiding 
our singular community.

William Howell

Congrats on 25 years
Dear Editor,
We would like to congratulate 

The Crestone Eagle on 25 years in 
business! We appreciate all you do 
for us and the community.

Thank you so much.
From all of us at 
The Haidakhandi Universal 

Ashram

Local school money 
going out-of-town 

Dear Editor,
You’d think that if the Mof-

fat School District was really ap-
preciative of the local voters’ re-
cent approval of measure 3A they 
wouldn’t immediately begin hiring 
out-of-town firms such as Consili-
um Partners, a Denver company, 
to begin work on the new school. 
There are several local and very 
experienced residents here who 
could have, if given the chance, of-
fered equal if not better services to 
the district and because they are 
local would not charge per diem, 
lodging, and trip reimbursement 
fees thereby saving  the school dis-
trict even more money. So again, 
just that much more of our money 
going out-of-town because of two-
faced policies and no real interest 
in helping community job creation 
and boosting the local economy.

William Hauser

School response
Dear Editor,
The concern for hiring local 

firms versus out-of-town firms is 
something the district is both sen-
sitive to and conscious of, as we go 
through this exciting time. Due 
to the fact that 73% of the fund-
ing for the school is from a state 
grant, the Board of Education is re-
quired to follow state procurement 
procedures. These procedures are 
instated by The Colorado Depart-
ment of Education who puts great 
effort into ensuring the process of 
hiring firms is fair to both the firms 
and the tax payers. This process 
is public and open to everyone in-
cluding residents of the district.  
Our first priority when hiring any 
firm (from owner representative 
to subcontractors and suppliers) is 
to have qualified firms so that the 
taxpayers get the most from the 
money spent.  The qualification re-
view and interview process when 
hiring firms is lengthy and the dis-
trict would be happy to meet with 
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Editor’s Notes
Happy? New Year

As we start this new year, 
we are supposed to be hopeful, 
making resolutions for a better 
year to come. Our Crestone/Baca 
community could use some good 
resolutions.  

It’s a sad state of affairs 
when most of our Baca volunteer 
firefighters feel that the only re-
course they have left is to resign.  
Ironic that while the coveted as-
sets of trucks and equipment sit 
in the Baca barn, it is the essen-
tial, knowledgeable, people asset 
that has transferred itself out 
of the fire station. I am thank-
ful they will still be serving on 
the Crestone fire department.  
However, this does not solve the 
lack of a good working relation-
ship and trust between the POA 
board and the Baca volunteer fire 
department. 

We live in one of the highest 
fire danger areas in the San Luis 
Valley. How about a New Year’s 
resolution that says “this prob-
lem will be fixed before the start 
of fire season”?

However we feel about dis-
tricts and taxes, dues and assets, 
elections, board members, and all 
the functions of governance, we 
should strive to move past our dif-
ferences to work better together. 
And, to solve problems we need 
an informed, active and caring 
citizenry and respectful leaders. 

How about a resolution that 
says “I will keep myself informed 
and participate civilly in the civ-
ics of our community”?

We have a lot of good things 
happening in our community, 
with many hard working dedi-
cated people.  However, I feel that 
2014 will be a challenging year 
for Crestone/Baca as we figure 
out how to move forward with in-
tegrity. I’ll be praying for peace, 
solutions and lots and lots of rain.

Happy New Year,
—Kizzen
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 anyone to discuss the details 
further.  A benefit we see in having 
a Denver firm is the proximity to 
the Colorado Department of Edu-
cation and the project design team, 
for the weekly project meetings 
with the Department of Education 
that are required to take place in 
Denver.  The lead team member 
for Consilium Partners is a San 
Luis Valley native who graduated 
from Sanford School and attended 
Adams State College; with the ma-
jority of her family in the San Luis 
Valley, we are not spending fees on 
lodging and per diem is minimal.

As hiring continues for the 
project, a focus will be made on lo-
cal subcontractors and suppliers; 
however, we will continue to ensure 
all firms are qualified as required 
by CDE.  We will continue to inform 
the public, via newspaper, commu-
nity forums, and on the school web-
site, about the upcoming construc-
tion project and encourage any and 
all subcontractors and suppliers to 
be active in any discussions with 
the selected general contractor.

Residents are encouraged to 
attend the next community meet-
ing January 22 at 5:30 in the Mof-
fat School cafeteria to provide feed-
back on the new building. 

Kirk Banghart
Superintendent of Schools
Moffat Consolidated School 

District #2

Sensible conclusion?
Dear Community, 
I write this letter to see if com-

mon sense can prevail in the most 
recent lawsuit filed by BGCAN 
members. Two of the four plaintiffs, 
Bruce McDonald and Nigel Fuller, 
are members of the current board 
of directors. They are suing the 
Baca Grande Property Owners’ As-
sociation (POA), Russell Schreiber, 
Bill Folk, me and the lawsuit also 
names POA’s “Board of Directors”. 
Their lawsuit states that board 
members must hold an undivided 
loyalty to the POA. How can you 
have undivided loyalty to the POA 
when you’re suing the board? Since 
McDonald and Fuller are two of the 
five members of the board, they are 
suing themselves.

McDonald and Fuller have re-
quested that the board hire an at-
torney to explain the judge’s orders 
related to their lawsuit and to de-
fend the POA for the lawsuit they 
filed. Thus, McDonald and Fuller 
are using POA membership dues to 
pay for an attorney to provide them 
with legal advice. The same attor-
ney is supposed to defend the POA 
from the lawsuit which those two 
directors filed.

This is absurd and a gross 
waste and misuse of POA funds. 
The latest lawsuit recites a section 
of the governing documents that 
says assessments “. . . shall be used 
exclusively for the general purposes 
of the Association.” How does hiring 
an attorney that gives advice to the 
board, including two plaintiffs cur-
rently suing the POA, do that?

What’s even more bizarre is 
that the entire lawsuit is unneces-
sary. McDonald and Fuller are act-
ing with President of the Board, 
Robert Garnett. Their loyalties 
to each other are laid out in mul-
tiple places in the latest lawsuit. 
Since these three individuals are a 

majority of the board, they can ac-
complish by a board vote anything 
which the court might do after 
months of litigation and thousands 
of dollars in attorney fees.

The outcomes the lawsuit 
seeks include changes that this 
majority can make at any time 
with a vote. For example, if the new 
board wants to change its stance 
regarding the Crestone Emergency 
Services District, it can vote and 
do so. The new board can change 
contracts or call a special members’ 
meeting to remove directors. The 
board can change election proce-
dures. If the board wants to make a 
public statement to the POA mem-
bership, as set forth in the latest 
lawsuit, they can do so.

The community should de-
mand explanations as to why 
these people insist on going for-
ward with a lawsuit. Are they go-
ing to spend all of their time and 
your money pursuing a lawsuit, or 
are they going to turn to the im-
portant governance issues facing 
this community?

In addition, Garnett has re-
quested that the appeal filed with 
the Colorado Court of Appeals on 
behalf of the POA for attorney fees 
during the previously dismissed 
lawsuit, by the same plaintiffs, be 
withdrawn. This appeal should go 
forward because it may allow the 
POA to recover a $5,000 deduct-
ible from McDonald, Fuller, Janie 
Thomas and Diane Dunlap.

Hoping for a sensible conclu-
sion,

Treat Suomi
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Th
e Crestone Eagle

is proud to celebrate

25 years
as your community newspaper

Please join us for an 

Open House
Saturday, January 18th

Noon ~ 5pm
at The Eagle Office

180 West Galena

by Kizzen Laki, Publisher
This January marks the be-

ginning of The Crestone Eagle’s 
25th year. We hope you will come 
celebrate with us at an open house 
on Saturday, January 18 from 
noon to 5 pm.

 It was December, 1989 when 
my first issue of the Eagle rolled 
off the presses sporting the iconic 
Eagle mast designed by Janet 
Woodman.  Right now, the Eagle 
is the longest running business in 
Crestone. It has been an amazing 
and rewarding journey.  

What started out as a part-
time job in a little corner of my 
living room, over time became a 
full-time career, complete with 
staff, writers, editors, and photog-
raphers, and a readership from 
around the world. At first it was a 
struggle, more of an act of love and 
hope than a job as I learned the 
ropes and gained community sup-
port.  Like many small business, 
it was several years before I was 
able to give myself a salary.  And 
many more years before we were 
able to pay reporters or staff.   

The Eagle has grown with our 
community.  Back in the 1990’s, 
Crestone, Baca and the Moffat 
communities were much smaller.  
But, like most small towns, there 
was a real need for local news, for 
reporting on events that were im-
portant to our community.  This is 
why, in so many small towns, the 
oldest running businesses are the 
community newspapers.

The first Crestone Eagle was 

only 20 pages long.  The news of 
the day was the Division of Wild-
life holding a water use plan hear-
ing, and January 1990’s was about 
the AWDI water project—it’s al-
ways about the water. We took a 
news magazine approach to cover-
ing local and regional news. And 
we always had beautiful photos.

Over the years we’ve reported 
on the issues and events that are 
unique and important to our com-
munity. We followed the efforts to 
stop water, oil & gas developers. 
We covered the creation of the Na-
tion Park and Baca Wildlife Ref-
uge. We highlighted the businesses 
and community endeavors so that 

we may all be successful. We an-
nounced the spiritual centers as 
they came, and explored the trails 
and history of our area. We gave 
voice to a steadily growing mixed 
bag of wonderful people who call 
this place home—and we printed 
the births of new members and the 
deaths of those we hold dear.  This 
has been YOUR community news-
paper.  You have energized it with 
your fabulous contributions, your 
participation and support.  Thank 
you. May The Crestone Eagle con-
tinue to be of service and fly high 
for many more years.  Please come 
to our open house and help us cel-
ebrate our 25 years.

Kizzen working late typing copy on the “Editor’s Desk” in a corner of her living room dur-
ing the very early days of newspaper production.  Shortly thereafter, a 4mg Mac SE took 
the place of the typewriter.

The Crestone Eagle celebrates 25 years!
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Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
More Crestonians and Bacaites were cited for speeding this past 

month than in the last three months. Watch out: the Saguache Coun-
ty Sheriff ’s on the prowl. Shorter days, more commitments, and the 
holiday rush all contribute to speeding. Sheriff Mike Norris told me, 
“Speed is the number one cause of accidents. If people will just leave 
earlier and slow down the roads will be safer. You have more control 
at 40 to 65 mph and citations can be issued for driving too fast for 
conditions. Bad tires often cause wrecks. Make sure you have good 
tires and they are properly inflated.” 

Bob Prather of the Baca Grande Property Owners’ Association 
Maintenance Shop suggested that during this snowy hard winter we 
keep in mind that plowing takes longer when we get 16” or more. To 
avoid getting stuck, Bob says, “Slow down and watch clearance unless 
a plow’s been through.”

Saguache County Sheriff ’s Department was called out on a false 
alarm when someone thought there was a fire out at Colorado College 
right around the Thanksgiving cold snap. The fog caused the lights to 
flicker making someone think there was a fire. 

A Crestone man was taken into custody and held on bond for 
disorderly conduct, offensive utterances and violation of a restraining 
order. 

A Moffat woman was taken in on a felony warrant for a failure 
to appear in court. 

Another woman in Moffat was arrested for three misdemeanor 
counts of domestic violence, harassment and child abuse.

A Center man was taken in for misdemeanor and one felony 
count including first degree assault, child abuse, and criminal mis-
chief. Another Center man was booked on three misdemeanor counts 
including harassment and child abuse. A homeless man in Saguache 
was apprehended and held on $5,000 bond as a fugitive from justice. 
He was also cited for third degree assault and resisting arrest.

Break-in in the Baca, items stolen

Meth in Crestone?
by Mary Lowers
(Due to privacy concerns, all 

those quoted here, with the excep-
tion of the Undersheriff who came 
in his official capacity, will be 
quoted anonymously.)

A once-noble Chevy Suburban 
that was left  near the Crestone 
town sign with flat tires and the 
moniker “METH” spray-painted in 
hot pink on the tailgate caused a 
wave of community concern over 
the increased presence of this dan-
gerous drug. A Facebook group, 
Cleanse Crestone, was formed and 
on December 10 a meeting held 
to discuss this problem and form 
plans to address it.

Meth or methamphetamine 
hydrochloride has been a medical 
and recreational drug since its in-
vention in the WWII era. In low 
doses under professional medical 
care, drugs in this family can be 
helpful. 

However, meth has a high ad-
diction and abuse potential. It is  a 
“god” drug making the user, while 
high, think all’s possible. It’s very 
difficult to quit. Post withdrawal 
symptoms can persist long after 
physical withdrawal has passed, 
depending on length of use and the 
amount of meth used. “Been there 
done it . . . recreational meth use 
changes into something else and 
you change,” a young woman in 
the circle shared.

Attendees included many di-
verse members of the community. 
The Saguache County Sheriff 
was represented by Undersheriff 
Tristan VanZalinge.  The gath-
ering was well facilitated and 
the group was solution-oriented. 
Input clearly indicated a three-
pronged approach to the issue: 
prevention, intervention and out-
reach. How this will look is still 
being created. Here are some of 

the thoughts:
“I want safety. Crestone is a 

place for people to relax and enjoy 
their lives.”

“Making yourself available 
24/7. Be a role model. What’s 
done here will affect the rest of 
the county.”

“Stand in authenticity . . . 
they (meth users here) think it’s a 
hwy. to God and are not afraid to 
tell kids this.”

“We need to offer a cohesive 
plan to heal but, if they don’t want 
the help they need to leave.”

“I don’t want to feel this is 
not a safe place for my grandkids.”

“Compassion is sometimes 
letting people know where to 
draw the line. As a business don’t 
let these people in.”

People thought organizing 
a Neighborhood Watch would be 
a good. Undersheriff VanZalinge 
said the Saguache County Sher-
iff ’s Department would help. He 
pointed out, “we are one of the 
biggest counties in the state and 
the least manned. People need to 
stand up and let us know what’s 
going on. We have heard of a few 
people around this issue in the 
area but, no one will go on record. 
Third party information does not 
work. Everyone working together 
makes the community safe.” 

Education for all citizens, 
particularly young people, is a 
goal. A mother shared  “My kids 
know more than I do about this 
and it bothers me.” The Colora-
do Meth Project has a new out-
reach program for small towns 
that Cleanse Crestone will look 
at implementing.  All agree that 
“mental health and drug rehab 
are needed.” More group meeting 
and online discussion are planned 
to quickly refine and implement 
these plans to “cleanse Crestone.”

by Mary Lowers
Home owners in Chalet II returned to their house on Rarity Way after 

being gone a couple of days to find themselves victims of a home invasion 
style robbery. Sometime December 18,19 or early on the 20th, robbers with 
a truck large enough to haul away a 60” and 48” Sharp TV, a full size elec-
tronic piano, computers, video gaming systems, tools, ammo and a large 
freezer full of food, broke a window and flipped the deadbolt and proceeded 
to clear out the house.

Saguache County Sheriff ’s Officers are investigating the incident. 
The homeowner told me evidence and finger prints were taken at the scene. 
“This was a local job” he said, “It’s a wake-up call that there’s crime here 
now.”  This was probably a well planned break-in. Both the homeowners 
and the nearest neighbors were away. According to statistics 80% of these 
robberies occur during the day.

The homeowner says, “It’s time for the community to get vigilant.”  
We need to pay attention to strange people or vehicles cruising our neigh-
borhoods. Despite rumors in the community, Saguache County Sheriff 
Mike Norris told me this burglary is the only one reported in the Crestone/
Baca area. Two other calls were made in the last few weeks: one involved a 
door that may have blown open in an unoccupied residence, pipes froze but 
nothing was missing. In another reported incident, a window was broken 
in a Baca home, once again no sign of entry and nothing missing from the 
residence. No other robberies or break-ins have been reported according to 
the Sheriff. In addition to the Rarity Way robbery in the Baca, the Sheriff ’s 
Office is investigating two other burglaries and a theft on the west side of 
the county.

Sheriff Norris would like everyone to understand that, “we cannot 
respond to something we don’t know about. To respond we need facts not 
rumors. Do not call the Sheriff ’s Office with unsubstantiated rumors or 
frivolous information. We need factual information that can be verified.”    
Norris indicated that by actual investigated reports, he did not think there 
has been a rash of burglaries in the Baca. Anyone with information about 
the burglary on Rarity Way or information on items stolen should call the 
Saguache County Sheriff at 719-655-2525.

Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 7 pm  *  Sun. 8 am - 6 pm

Telephone:  719-655-2616

616 Gunnison St.,  Saguache, CO  81149

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

a reporter’s blog…

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Specializing in: ®Toftness, Chiropractic, SOT, Cranial Manipulation,

Low Level Laser, Acupuncture, Five Element Acupuncture
Neuromuscular Therapy/Soft Tissue Manipulation, Extremity Adjusting, 
Nutrition, Applied Kineseology, Biotherapeutic Drainage, and Saliva Testing

Dr. Julie Addante is seeing patients on Tuesdays by appointment
Baca Grande Professional Building - 43 Camino Baca Grande

Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

from KRZA 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Kizzen Laki
2013 was a busy year for Cre-

stone and Saguache County.  New 
projects began that will make 2013 
a year of big decisions moving our 
communities forward.  Many music, 
art and cultural activities graced our 
communities.

Here are some highlights from 
each month of The Crestone Eagle for 
2013:

January:  The Moffat Consoli-
dated School District reviewed struc-
tural problems at the school and held 
public meetings regarding applying 
for the BEST grant.  Lonnie Nich-
ols was hired as new Baca Grande 
Property Owners’ Association (POA) 
Manager.  The POA heard a Kashi 
Gomang Stupa access request.  Ben 
Brack wrote an article “States of our 
Unions, The importance of United 
Emergency Services” on why it was 
important to have an emergency ser-
vices district combining fire, ambu-
lance and search & rescue.  Bertha 
Gotterup’s obituary was published.

Larry Calloway wrote the B-1 
cover feature “A visit with the Inuit” 
telling of his travel to the north land.  
The Anchoring the Peace feature by 
Gussie Fauntleroy was on Yoga as 
a spiritual practice.  We all talked 
about how cold it was. 

February:  A Help America 
Vote Act complaint was filed against 
the Saguache County Clerk’s office 
regarding the Nov. 2012 election.  A 
record cold wave pummeled the San 
Luis Valley.   

A feature article reported on 
the Crestone Emergency Services 
District (CrESD) prior to it going to 
election on March 5 to determine if 
the district should remain as a legal 
entity.

The B-1 feature article was 
“Rio Grande County hydrology study 
reveals risk to waters in western val-
ley”.    Oil drilling and fracking was a 
concern then and continues to be one 
for the San Luis Valley.  The “Who 
We Are” feature by Gussie Fauntlery 
started with an article about Cris-
tina Cabeza-Kinney.  

March:  A measure to dissolve 
CrESD went to a vote of the people. 
The public overwhelming supported, 
by 65%, keeping the emergency ser-
vices district.   It was reported in 
the POA news that individual POA 
board members were being sued over 
the handling of the November 2012 
POA election. Letters were full of pro 
& con opinions of CrESD. A big topic 
of discussion by the county commi-
sioners was Gunnison Sage Grouse 
habitat and protection, while Colo-
rado oil & gas drilling regulations 
received initial approval.

Our B-1 feature article “A pas-
sive solar cold frame” was designed 
and written by Kelly Hart.  Michael 
Bertin was our “Who We Are” fea-
tured person.

Unfortunately Curt’s Store, 
the longest running business in Cre-
stone, closed—along with its gas 
pumps.  We talked about how great 
it would be if we could all get along.

April: “Gas & Glide”, the Ea-
gle’s April Fool’s joke, was proposed 
for downtown Crestone.  Serious 
structural deficiencies were found 
in the Moffat School’s foundation.  
The controversial Solar Reserve pro-
ject asked for county support.  The 
Town of Crestone moved forward on 
its Downtown Development project, 
awarding a design contract to archi-
tect Burt Wadman.  Civil unions were 

signed into law in Colorado, and Sen. 
Udall introduced a bill to establish 
the Sange de Cristo National His-
toric Park.  

Our B-1 cover was a timely 
feature by Leigh Mills on building 
raised garden beds and Kim Malville 
reported in his “Skies Over Crestone” 
about the oldest light in the universe.  
A dust storm on April 16 brought the 
highest recorded wind gust at 54 
mph.  There were several reports of 
gasoline stolen from people’s vehi-
cles.  We talked about running out of 
gasoline.

May: Despite protests, an ex-
ploratory gas well by Del Norte was 
fracked, but the well did not produce 
and was later plugged.  Bea Ferrigno 
continued reporting on oil & gas and 
water issues in the San Luis Val-
ley.  The Saguache County Assessor, 
along with the state, worked on re-
assessment of property.  The Moffat 
School submitted an application for 
a BEST grant to the state to build a 
new school. 

The B-1 feature was about 
a new endeavor for Crestone, the 
“Camino de Crestone: the start of an 
inter-faith pilgrimage”.  In the sum-
mer, the first pilgrimage walk was 
held.  The “Who We Are” feature was 
about Tilly Reed.  The fire depart-
ment gave warning about wild fire 
season and urged us to be prepared.  
And, the bears were back.  

June: Our “Summer Fun” sec-
tion featured local things to do and 
places to see and highlighted local 
businesses. The Crestone revitaliza-
tion project was approved as an SLV 
Enterprise Zone Contribution Pro-
ject. Fire danger was extremely high.  
Lonnie Nichols resigned as POA 
Manager and wrote about problems 
he experienced. The Crestone Music 
Festival started gearing up, announc-
ing local bands.  Crestone hosted all 
kinds of great summer events includ-
ing concerts at Shumei, a Creston-
eTribal Bellydance performance and 
a celebration for the 17th Karmapa’s 
birthday.  We talked about the high 
fire danger.

Nicholas Chambers reported on 
SOURCE local foods, and Lisa Cyri-
acks continued reporting on Colorado 
State Legislature’s important issues.

The June B-1 cover story was 
by William Howell: “One month of 
mystery in the Maha Kumbha Mela”; 
our “Who We Are” feature was on 
Kyle Grote.  Kim Malville told us 
about an explosion on the moon and 
Peter Anderson kept telling us cool 
stories from his “Dispatch from the 
Edge”.  We warned everyone again 
about bears and trash. 

July: Moffat School District 
was awarded a $11.3 million BEST 
Grant. Numerous regional fires, es-
pecially the big one by South Fork, 
filled the valley with smoke.  Fire 
danger remained very high and the 
county declared a Stage 2 fire ban. 
The Eagle published evacuation 
guidelines. Welcome rains finally 
came mid-July.  Crestone celebrated 
the 4th of July with many activities, 
and no serious injuries were reported 
from the soap box derby.  High tax 
assessments in Crestone drew pro-
tests.  The county landfill closed for 
two months. The POA held a dispute 
resolution hearing because of lawsuit 
filed against POA board members.  
Nothing was resolved.

Crestone Music Festival high-
lighted headliners and events.  Arts 
shows, artwalk in the park, music, 

youth activities, summer camps, rid-
ing at the stables and all sorts of fun 
things happened.  Gardens and gar-
dening were featured. Kids had a 
great time at the ElementsCamp.  Ed 
Lyell continued his excellent series on 
economic realities.  We talked about 
camping and hiking and visitors.

Our B-1 cover feature was 
written by Emmy Savage: “Frag-
ments: Hiking & bird watch-
ing as spiritual practice”.  Our  
“Who  We Are” feature was about 
Willy McDowell.

The Summer Fun special sec-
tion continued to outline great things 
to do in our area.

August:  The Crestone Music 
Festival was the highlight of August, 
starring Tab Benoit, Vieux Farka 
Touré and Haunted Wind Chimes. 
The POA introduced Kristin Ecklund 
as the new manager.  The idemnifica-
tion issue was a hot topic at the POA.  
POA board members are covered by 
POA insurance.  Some parties didn’t 
want that, but idemnification pre-
vailed.  Crestone continued with its 
downtown re-development plans and 
Pedestrian Pathways Network Pro-
ject.  State reps come to Crestone to 
hear tax evaluation protests.

Curt’s Store sold to local buy-
ers. Music and art continued.  Spir-
itual teachers came to town and 
workshops and talks were held. The 
Crestone Creative Council created a 
dragon mural for Little Pearl Park.

The excellent historic B-1 cov-
er story was by Gussie Fauntleroy: 
“Land, water, grass & animals—His-
tory of the Baca Grant, part 1”. Mtn. 
Mamas wrote about the potency of 
herbs.  We talked about how beauti-
ful the mountains were in summer 
and how abundant the gardens were.

September:  The Moffat 
School Board put funding and match-
ing grant monies for the BEST grant 
on the ballot for the November elec-
tion.  Saguache County Commission-
ers weighed tax assessments.  SLV 
ranchers pled for water rights.  Baca 
Water & Sanitation reported on the 
corrosion control study.  Crestone 
Energy Fair held with lots of ven-
dors, activities and talks.  Lorain Fox 
Davis was honored at Shumei.  There 
was a report on Colorado’s new mari-
juana law.  The new Golden Plaza 
was featured.

Our B-1 history feature was by 
Mary Lowers, “Chief Ouray & the 
Utes in southern Colorado & north-
ern New Mexico”.

October:  Telluride Mountain-
Film Festival returned to Crestone.  
Chokurei presented Yaktoberfest 
with music and food. The second an-
nual Crestone Artists Studio Tour 
was held.  The landfill reopened.  Lots 
of election news on the state and lo-
cal level.  The Halloween Ball rocked.  
The POA announced candidates for 
the Nov. election.  Safiya Greengrass 
Balekian’s obituary appeared.

The B-1 feature story was “The 
San Luis Valley, a turbulent Mexican 
territory, & the Republic of Texas” 
by Mary Lowers.  The “Who We Are” 
feature by Gussie Fauntleroy was on 
Lito Tejada-Flores & Linde Waid-
hofer.  Kelly Hart wrote about “Roll-
ing shelter: Vehicles we have called 
home”,  And William Howell wrote 
about the walking of the first Camino 
de Crestone.

November:  The tax re-ap-
praisal is to cost the county and tax-
payers.  The state water engineer 
met with local surface rights holders. 
More articles about ballot issues for 
the November general election.  Cre-
stone property owners’ tax valuation 

protest was filed with the court.  Cre-
stone’s downtown revitalization pro-
ject kept moving forward as grants 
and donations were sought.  POA 
meetings started drawing more con-
cerned members.  New businesses 
opened in Crestone.  ScSEED report-
ed on their projects and progress.

The B-1 feature story was by 
Gussie Fauntleroy “History of the 
Baca Ranch/Baca National Wildlife 
Refuge, Part II: 1900 to present”.  
The “Who We Are” feature was on 
Sheila Ramsey.  People started pre-
paring for winter and the bears fi-
nally headed for the hills.  We talked 
about POA governance concerns and 
the big snowstorm.

Our Shop Locally for the Holi-
days special section featured area 
businesses and encouraged people to 
shop locally!

December:  Snow is the big 
news story as around 2’ fell in Cre-
stone Nov. 20—followed by deep 
freezing temperatures.  3A bond 
to help fund the new Moffat School 
and matches for the BEST grant 
passed.  New park land was donated 
to the Town of Crestone by the Mal-
villes.  The POA elected two new 
board members and 3 firefighters 
resigned.  New Moffat School Board 
members were elected. Holiday con-
certs and art shows happened.  Our 
Lady of Guadalupe featured.  Bertha 
of the Polished Heart featured.  We 
continued to talk about the cold and 
the snow and the brilliant beauty of 
winter.

The B-1 cover feature story was 
“El Paraje: Adventures in public ar-
chaeology on the high potential Old 
Spanish National Historic Trail Bun-
ker Site” by Angie Krall.  Our ‘Who 
We Are” feature was on Bill Ellzey.   
We talked about gratitude.

Our Shop Locally for the Holi-
days special section for December en-
couraged people to support our local 
area businesses.  

Many thanks to a year’s worth 
of writing and reporting by column-
ists Matie Belle Lakish (Saguache 
County News), Bea Ferrigno (Rio 
Grande Interbasin Rountable and 
water, oil & gas reporting). Gus-
sie Fauntleroy (Who We Are, plus 
other features), David Nicholas (The 
Washington Beat), Earl W. Suther-
land (POA news), Lisa Cyriacks 
(state news & election coverage), 
Kim Malville (Skies over Crestone), 
Stephen Futral (The Good, The Bad 
& The Ugly, Movie Recommenda-
tions), Mary Lowers (Crime Report 
& history features & news), Peter 
Anderson (Dispatch from the Edge), 
Ed Lyell (In Search of Economic Re-
ality), Ananur Forma (Astrology with 
Ananur),  Keno Menechino (Ask the 
Weatherman), Dorje Root (There’s 
No Such Thing as a Weed), Leigh 
Mills (As the Worm Turns).  

And deep thanks to reporters, 
and frequent contributing writers 
photographers and helpers: William 
Howell, Lori Nagel, Larry Calloway, 
Sandia Belgrade, Susan Pierce, Paul 
Shippee, Kelly Hart, William Alder 
Lakish, Bill Ellzey, Matthew Crow-
ley, Kate Steichen, Mark Talbot and 
to the writers for various communi-
ty, civic, and spiritual organizations 
who faithfully send in their news.

An additional thanks to all of 
the 2013 advertisers whose support 
makes The Crestone Eagle happen, 
and to all you readers who look for-
ward to each issue of the Eagle—it 
really is all about you.  A deep per-
sonal thanks to the great staff at the 
Eagle, Janet, Dee, Diane, Erin and 
Daleth.

2013, the year of news in review
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by Matie Belle Lakish
 While budgets make boring 

news, they are often the real work 
of governments, for “taxes” and 
“government spending” are two 
of the most controversial topics of 
conversation in our time. Saguache 
County Commissioners have spent 
a good part of the last three months 
dealing with the budget. If we count 
the months of assessment work, 
and the controversy surrounding 
it, “taxes” could easily be the theme 
for 2013, with “government spend-
ing” finishing the year.

 Budgets at all levels of gov-
ernment impact our Saguache 
County budget. We generally 
think of county taxes and spend-
ing as local sales taxes and prop-
erty taxes. These are the most 
important sources of revenue that 
fund the day-to-day business of 
most county offices. However, the 
vast majority of funds for Colo-
rado’s roads and bridges comes 
from the Highway Users Tax Fund 
(HUTF), or the state gasoline tax. 
This fund is divided up among 
Colorado Department of Trans-
portation (CDOT) for state high-
ways, counties and municipali-
ties. Another fund that has helped 
Saguache County’s roads over the 
last four years is the SRS mon-
ies. The Secure Rural Schools and 
Community Self-Determination 
Act, commonly referred to as SRS, 
is federal money that goes to coun-
ties based on the proportion of fed-
eral lands, or non-taxable lands, 
within the county. With approxi-
mately 76% of Saguache County 
being federal land, this is an im-
portant revenue stream. There are 
severe limitations on this funding 
stream, however, as it can only be 
used for roads or schools. A second 
federal funding stream for coun-
ties is PILT, or Payment in Lieu of 
Taxes. While this is a much small-
er amount than SRS funding, it 
offers more flexibility for counties, 
as it can be used for any needed 
purpose such as general adminis-
tration of services.

 This interplay between these 
funds has been the subject of pre-
vious articles, but a general rule 
of thumb is that if one fund goes 
up, the other goes down. Thus, if 
the county receives the majority 
of SRS funds for roads, its PILT is 
reduced, and vice-versa. Schools 
also depend on state and federal 
funding as well as local taxes, so 
the interplay between schools and 
county roads can be very dynamic. 
For the last few years SRS funds 
have helped the county upgrade 
road equipment and the condi-
tion of roads, while other county 
departments have suffered. This 
year, commissioners decided to 
try to maximize the PILT pay-
ments by giving a majority of SRS 
funds to schools. After much jug-
gling of figures, they arrived at a 
ratio of 17% for the county and 

83% for schools as a ratio that will 
give the county the highest PILT 

payment. This will also give 
schools a more comfortable 
funding ratio. 

 The downside to 
this plan is the Feds. 

For decades, PILT 
has been a mandat-
ed federal spending 
program, and coun-
ties across the west 

have relied on it. The current U.S. 
Congress has, however, apparent-
ly changed PILT’s status, as they 
have not reauthorized it for 2014, 
and have removed it from its man-
dated status. Thus, commissioners 
are having to create a budget that 
they hope will have PILT income 
in it, but without the certainty of 
knowing if, or at what level, funds 
will be appropriated. As a result, 
they are “pinching every penny” 
to keep from cutting staff and still 
guarantee adequate service to resi-
dents of Saguache County. The fi-
nal budget of $15,926,463, adopted 
on December 17, has no PILT funds 
included, and no “fat” of any kind. 
All county officials are hoping the 
federal government will re-au-
thorize PILT, which would allow 
a bit more flexibility for the many 
branches of county government.  

 In other tax news, commis-
sioners approved the 2014 Fis-
cal Budget Mill Levy, which de-
termines the amount of county 
property taxes. In addition to the 
usual levy, there is a special ad-
dition of .000669 for a reimburse-
ment to the state for overpayment 
of schools. When our property 
assessments were undervalued, 
the state awarded more money 
to county schools than they were 
legally entitled to. That amount, 
$46,211.72 over two years, must 
now be repaid. It’s a small amount 
for each taxpayer, and is a one-
time increase. The total combined 
mill levy for fiscal year 2014 is 
22.532. Now that the figure has 
been determined, the treasurer 
will be sending tax bills. 

Solar projects
 As noted in Commissioner Ja-

son Anderson’s Eye on the County, 
the controversial power-tower so-
lar project that the previous Board 
of Saguache County Commission-
ers had approved to be constructed 
about five miles east of Center has 
not been approved by Xcel Energy 
as a source of power in their re-
cent contracting process. An ap-
peal to the Public Utilities Com-
mission (PUC) citing the economic 
and environmental advantages, as 
well as the storage capacity that 
would have allowed for generation 
after the sun goes down, was not 
enough to persuade the PUC to 
mandate Xcel to purchase power 
from SolarReserve. This follows on 
the heels of a De Tilla Gulch disap-
pointment, and was followed a few 
days later by a cancellation of the 
county’s first solar garden. Sud-
denly, what seemed a promising 
tax revenue stream for the county 
has evaporated. 

 In his letter to the county, 
Adam Green, Senior Development 
Manager of SolarReserve, said, 
“By failing to select any Section 
123 projects, they (PUC) set a prec-
edent that will make it harder for 
project developers—especially CSP 
companies—to invest in Colorado.  

This is a setback for any company 
offering innovative energy solu-
tions.  The PUC has failed to ad-
here to the legislative mandate of 
Section 123.  Due entirely to the 
PUC’s decision, we will not contin-
ue to pursue our project any longer. 

  “It has been wonderful 
working with each of you and com-
ing to know the San Luis Valley 
community.  I have the utmost re-
spect for the character and integri-
ty of the local people I’ve gotten to 
meet.  These last three years have 
been a sincere pleasure for me per-
sonally.” 

Retail recreational mari-
juana

 The Saguache County Plan-
ning Commission has completed 
its consideration of Retail Recrea-
tional Marijuana regulations. This 
is the first step in the adoption of 
regulations for the county on the 
retail sale of marijuana. The next 
step is public hearings. On Decem-
ber 17, commissioners set a 30-
day comment period, with a pub-
lic hearing scheduled for Tuesday, 
January 21 from 4 to 6pm at the 
Saguache County Road and Bridge 
meeting room, 305 Third Street in 
Saguache. Comments are also ac-
cepted in written form up to Janu-
ary 17. Basically, the regulations 
mirror the Medical Marijuana reg-
ulations, which closely follow the 
state requirements.

Broadband for Saguache
 Broadband service via Cre-

stone Telecom has made a big 
difference in internet accessibil-
ity and speed to subscribers in the 
Crestone area. Saguache residents, 
plus the Saguache County Court-
house, are still struggling with 
reliable service. Crestone Telecom 
is willing to provide service, but 
requires an appropriate tower loca-
tion and local investment to install 
the transmitters. The town has of-
fered their water tower as a pos-
sible location, but is unable to pay 
for the project. The county, plus the 
Saguache Library and Saguache 
town government have been look-
ing for investors willing to fund the 
approximately $10,000 installa-
tion costs, but so far no entity has 
stepped forward. In reviewing their 
budget, commissioners realized 
that the cost savings to the county 
might justify the county’s invest-
ment in the project, since the bills 
from CenturyTel are so high, and 
the service so unreliable. More on 
this in January.

 In a related discussion, Jason 
Anderson said that the 2.4% “high 
cost fund” that telephone compa-
nies have been required to charge 

customers for decades may be dis-
continued or re-directed to provide 
Broadband access to rural locations 
such as Saguache. When telephone 
service was spotty across rural ar-
eas, the surcharge was a mandated 
addition to phone bills, and the 
proceeds used to subsidize service 
to rural areas such as the SLV. Now 
that telephone service is fairly uni-
versal, phone companies would like 
to discontinue collecting the fees. 
State legislators, including Sena-
tor Gail Schwartz, are asking it be 
used to bring broadband to rural 
areas. More to come on this. 

New county facilities
 Department of Local Affairs 

(DOLA) has approved Saguache 
County’s application for a planning 
grant to improve and expand coun-
ty facilities. Christy Culp, from 
DOLA, visited the county in Oc-
tober to discuss planning options, 
including grant possibilities. There 
are still details to be worked out, 
but, with a county match, the plan-
ning funds will be about $30,000 
to engage Marv Weidner of “Man-
aging for Results” to begin the 
planning process.  County Com-
missioners felt the space crunch 
themselves when they had to re-
linquish their meeting room to the 
County Clerk for two months dur-
ing the recent election. Land Use 
and Administration offices are ex-
tremely cramped in the basement 
of the Courthouse. The grant will 
allow for an assessment of current 
county-owned facilities and possi-
ble construction options or remod-
eling of buildings to improve ser-
vices to local citizens.

Obamacare/Social Services
 Saguache County Social Ser-

vices Director Jeannie Norris, 
said that DSS has “been deluged 
with medical applications” for the 
new program. Originally, Valley 
Wide Health Systems hired extra 
workers to handle the load, but 
they were unable to handle the in-
creased workload, so have been for-
warding applications to DSS.

 In other news, Norris said, in-
explicably, food assistance requests 
dropped last month. Does this 
mean the economy is finally im-
proving? LEAP, the winter heating 
assistance program, in its first win-
ter payout, awarded $63,116.93 to 
210 Saguache County households. 
Additionally, the Administrative 
Review Division, which monitors 
child welfare cases, issued a certifi-
cate of appreciation to Susie Jor-
dan for compliance with state and 
federal regulations. Our local chil-
dren are in good hands. 

Saguache 
  County 
   News

15% off one item 
with this ad

(excludes machines)
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by Deputy Clerk 
Gretchen Nelson
Sales tax grants awarded
The Town has received sales 

tax grants awards of $10,000 for 
the Pedestrian Pathway Network 
Project (PPNP) and $10,000 for 
the town’s youth program Crestone 
Creative Council from Saguache 
County.  These grants are very 
much appreciated and are helping 
to fund some great programs and 
projects.

New Code Enforcement 
Officer

The town would like to wel-
come Karl Grose who has been 
hired as the Code Enforcement Of-
ficer.  Karl will be giving his imme-
diate attention to dogs running at 
large in the town.  As a reminder, 
the board of trustees adopted a 
“leash law” ordinance in October 
2013 that requires all dogs to be 
leashed when on public property 
and common areas of private prop-
erty (i.e. throughout the commer-
cial district).

New resolutions
Three resolutions were adopt-

ed at the December meeting:  Reso-
lution 012-2013 Amending the Fee 
Schedule to bring Liquor Licensing 

fees into alignment with State fees;  
Resolution 013-2013 Setting the 
Mill Levy for 2014; Resolution 014-
2013 Appointing the Town Clerk as 
the Election Official for the 2014 
Municipal Election.

 Ordinance 2013-012 was 
adopted to change the amount al-
located to the Natural Burial En-
dowment Fund for burial plot sales 
from 5% to 100%.

Pedestrian Pathway Net-
work Project

The downtown redevelop-
ment project is in the grant-writing 
phase at this time.  Notification 
for the two major grants (totaling 
$800,000) will be received in the 
spring of 2014. Local contributions 
to the project (“cash match”) are 
currently at $16,000. We are grate-
ful for the local support to this pro-
ject. Because Crestone is located 
within an Enterprise Zone, all 
cash donations to this project will 
receive a tax credit of 25%! Please 
contact Town Administrator Akia 
Tanara for more information on 
this project and the available tax 
credit.

Wishing you a very Happy 
New Year !

County solar stalled
continued from page 1

gas, and other forms of renewables 
such as wind. As a result, the pro-
ject was not chosen by Xcel Energy 
when it submitted its preference 
list to the Public Utilities Commis-
sion (PUC) for supply options. The 
PUC is the governmental body that 
has the final say on what actions 
public utilities can take. The PUC 
must also take into account other 
factors of these projects such as 
economic benefit, water savings, 
and energy storage. Although the 
SolarReserve project was strong in 
these areas, and had a large sup-
port base, it still was not chosen. 
While SolarReserve has a right 
to appeal the decision to District 
Court, that is unlikely to cause a 
reversal of the decision.

A second disappointment 
came on our public lands last 
month. The BLM had designated 
a 1,064-acre area east of the town 
of Saguache, called De Tilla gulch, 
as a Solar Energy Zone (SEZ). This 
means it fit the requirements to 
establish a solar project while any 
environmental impacts could be 

offset. There were two of these So-
lar Energy Zones in the valley that 
went up for bid in October to com-
panies interested in establishing 
a solar installation. No bids were 
received for these zones. The BLM 
has said they will review what the 
obstacles were in the bidding pro-
cess and try again. For Saguache 
County, this news met with a mixed 
response. At this time, renewable 
energy projects on our public lands 
do not offer direct economic bene-
fit to counties. There is legislation 
(H.R 596 Public Lands Renewable 
Energy Development Act of 2013) 
that gives direct payment to coun-
ties with projects in their borders, 
and it would be preferable to Sa-
guache County for that legislation 
to pass before our solar zone is de-
veloped. 

On a smaller scale, Saguache 
County’s first solar garden, project-
ed to begin construction this win-
ter, was cancelled due to a change 
in Xcel Energy rules. The 500KW 
garden, which was planned to go 
onto the corner of a county gravel 
pit south of Saguache, would have 
provided energy offsets to the town. 
Saguache County had planned 
to be a subscriber and use 40% of 
the array to offset a portion of the 
county’s electric consumption. The 
other 60% would have been used 
by other entities in Saguache. The 
savings to the county was projected 
to be around 15% of electric costs 
over twenty years.  Commissioners 
saw it as an opportunity to get a 
project on the ground, and to pro-
mote other projects to follow.  The 
belief remains that renewable en-
ergy should be pursued, and that it 
holds high potential to improve our 
county’s economic situation. 

Out for a cruise in Crestone!  Ava and Lila Guidry enjoy their shiny new Christmas wheels.

3223 MAIN  -  WEST HWY 160  -  VILLA MALL  -  ALAMOSA  -  (719) 589-9759 

PARKAS • PANTS • THERMALS • GOGGLES • GLOVES • SOCKS • HELMETS • FOOTWEAR 

OUTERWEAR AND EQUIPMENT 
RENTALS AND DEMOS 
PROFESSIONAL REPAIRS 
EXPERT BOOT FITTING 

SEE US FOR CAMPING - HIKING  BIKING - CLIMBING GEAR TOO! 

 GREAT PRODUCTS and 

SERVICE SINCE 1969 

www.KristiMountainSports.com www.KristiMountainSports.com 

Baca Fire Dept.
continued from page 1

of fire chief and equipment manager 
from $63,000 to $30,000. Brack said 
that “this was done without notifi-
cation and without a plan to imple-
ment the new budget or run the fire 
department.” The budget reduction 
meant a savings on POA dues of ap-
proximately $7 per lot.  

Chief Brack stated “I feel the 
POA is not a stable or responsible 
enough organization to run emer-
gency services.  As a 14-year vet-
eran of our response services, I can’t 
continue to serve under people who 
put personal agendas above public 
safety.”  There have been four POA 
general managers and two interim 
managers in the past two and a half 
years.

Many of the firefighters who 
recently resigned from the Baca 
are already members of the Cre-
stone Volunteer Fire Department, 
which is part of the Northern Sa-
guache County Fire Protection Dis-
trict. Brack, who has also been and 
remains the Crestone Fire Chief, 
emphasized that the former Baca 
firefighters “continue to serve on 
the Crestone fire department and 
will respond to any fires in the Baca 
as per our mutual aid agreements.  
We are well-trained people trying to 
serve our community. People want 
to serve.” Adding, “Northern Sa-
guache is doing everything it can to 

equip the fire fighters and provide 
mutual aid to its neighbors in the 
Baca.”

Another firefighter said, re-
garding the low levels of active per-
sonnel at the Baca, “our numbers 
have been reduced to a level that 
is insufficient for an emergency fire 
response.”

The POA Community Man-
ager and the POA Board President 
were asked if they wished to respond 
to points in this article.  As we go to 
press, we had not gotten such a re-
sponse.  
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Assessed valuation update 
highlights December 
BGWSD board meeting 

by Cindy Reinhardt, 
for the BGWSD
The Baca Grande Water and 

Sanitation District staff and dis-
trict accountant stepped up efforts 
begun in 2010 to make sure that all 
property within district boundaries 
is properly categorized and that the 
district receives all tax revenues, 
including revenue from prior years, 
that is due.  Following the board’s 
directive in its November meeting 
to fully evaluate the accuracy of 
the Saguache County Assessor’s 
valuation, every property on the 
district’s tax roll was reviewed for 
2012 and 2013.

One key focus was 108 im-
proved properties that were being 
taxed as vacant land.  The analysis 
confirmed that the assessed valua-
tion now properly categorizes these 
properties as “improved”.  Despite 
the reclassification of these prop-
erties as improved, the analysis to 
date confirms the large decrease 
in overall assessed values and pin-
points the decline in vacant land 
value as the primary reason.

According to the assessor’s 
valuation reports received for 2012 
and 2013, only 6% or 176 of 3,024 
properties increased in value from 
2012. Of these 18% are assessed as 
land, 81% as residential, with 1% 
falling into other categories such as 
commercial.

Conversely, 86% or 2,605 of 
3,024 properties decreased in value 
from 2012. Of these 82% are as-
sessed as land, 17% as residential 
and one percent as other categories.  
Also, a large commercial property 

was condemned resulting in an as-
sessed value loss of $137,017 or 
$6,303 in revenue to the district.

The remaining 8% or 243 
of 3,024 properties remained un-
changed in value from 2012. Of these 
84% are assessed as land, 11% as 
residential and 5% other categories. 

The district will continue to 
work with Saguache County to 
collect prior year revenues for re-
assessed properties.  This process 
will continue into 2014.

In other business, the board 
accepted a $10,000 grant from the 
Colorado Water Resources and Pow-
er Development Authority for pre-
liminary engineering for a new flow 
equalization basin and pumping 
improvements at the Aspen waste-
water treatment plant.  This work 
is necessary to continue to operate 
in compliance with state permitting 
requirements.  The district also re-
ceived the unwelcome decision from 
the Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment that its 
plan for a supplemental environ-
mental project, in lieu of paying a 
fine assessed in 2010, was not ap-
proved.  Thus, a fine will be paid. 
The district’s manager and engineer 
are working with the state to hope-
fully reduce the final amount.

In reviewing capital funds 
remaining, the board approved 
General Manager Steven Harrell’s 
recommendation to purchase a 
backhoe in early 2014. The board 
also outlined topics for considera-
tion at the annual planning retreat 
to be held after the regular board 
meeting on January 17. 

                           

Thank you!          25       
Crestone Eagle    
For 25 years of service! 

    Next Board Meeting: Friday Jan 17 @ 8 AM, 57 Baca Grant Way South 
    Website: Bacawater.com * Phone: 719-256-4310 * Email: info@bacawater.com 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

HAPPY NEW YEAR
from all of us at 

Saguache County
Government

FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS

 Stephen Futral (Ish)  719.256.4848 • stephenfutral@fairpoint.net

HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL & A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Encaustics Workshops will continue in the new year.
Please contact me with your interest

and we will pick dates.

Horizons Ceremonies LLC       Patricia Eagle, Life-Cycle Celebrant®
719.992.0383

www.horizonsceremonies.com      horizonsceremonies@gmail.com

Patricia creates and officiates ceremonies for significant 
transitional times that include weddings and CO same sex 
unions; vow renewals; guides home funerals with natural 
death care; memorials (including those prearranged); pet 
tributes; home blessings; and other rites of passage. You 

experience an occasion that reflects the stories, beliefs, and 
values of the person or couple being honored.

Crestone Emergency Services District 
explores possibilities

by Earl W. Sutherland
At the Crestone Fire District (CrESD) meeting December 12, the 

added presence of nine community members encouraged some vitality in 
what proved to be a discouraging evening. The chief business of the night 
was a review of the several possibilities facing CrESD, all dependent on 
the current POA board agreeing to allow use of the existing fire equip-
ment. During the course of the meeting it was reported that the POA 
board, meeting at the same time as CrESD, seemed adamant in its refusal 
to allow the district to use that equipment. The note from Bob Garnett, 
POA board president, received on December 18, was as follows:  “This let-
ter is a formal response from the POA Board of Directors to the issue of 
making POA emergency services assets available to the CrESD. The POA 
will not under any circumstances transfer its emergency services assets to 
the CrESD by any means, including by lease. In addition, the POA Board 
will no longer support the existence of the CrESD. We find that it is not in 
the best interest of the POA membership.”

These uncompromising remarks, much different from those of the 
POA board of early 2012 (Crestone Eagle, March, 2012), are in opposition 
to the nearly two-thirds of residents who voted in favor of the Fire Protec-
tion District.

Nevertheless, it was felt that CrESD’s varied plans for the district 
should be presented to the POA as a response to the letter that was re-
ceived from them. It was agreed that if a mill-levy proposal is put forward 
it should be for a substantially lower amount than before, perhaps as little 
as 8 mills if the ambulance service were not included. It was also consid-
ered possible that becoming a part of an adjacent fire district might help 
the cause. It was decided to plan for a required election of CrESD board 
members in May and other actions designed to forestall a possible admin-
istrative dissolution of the board and district. The support of the audience 
was appreciated. This reporter is a member of the CrESD Board.

DanZen
With

Diane
719-256-5912

Mondays & Wednesdays 10:45

Elephant Cloud Studio

m
dianebairstow

@
gm

ail.com
 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@bacawater.com
mailto:stephenfutral@fairpoint.net
http://www.horizonsceremonies.com
mailto:horizonsceremonies@gmail.com
mailto:mdianebairstow@gmail.com
mailto:mdianebairstow@gmail.com
mailto:mdianebairstow@gmail.com
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by Earl W. Sutherland
At the  December 12 meeting, 

the Board of Directors of the  Baca 
Grande Property Owners Associa-
tion (POA), with two newly elected 
members and a new president,  
Bob Garnett, (but missing Director 
Schreiber who was absent), wasted 
no time in tackling some of the most 
troubling issues confronting this 
community. A theme of the meeting 
seemed to be “insularity”. Strong 
statements were issued condemning 
the possibility of the participation of 
the POA in the Crestone Emergency 
Services District (CrESD), despite a 
recent 2-to-1 vote by the community 
opposing a CrESD dissolution. Non-
participation in the district would 
maintain the POA as the only pri-
vately run homeowners’ fire depart-
ment in the state. The POA board is 
sending a letter to the CrESD board 
stating their refusal. 

There was an intent by the 
board to prohibit the use of emer-
gency equipment “out of area”. It 
was not defined how far out of the 
Baca area fire equipment might be 
allowed in case of fire emergency. 
Pam Gripp, director of the Baca 
Ambulance Service, said the ambu-
lance was obligated to participate 
in national dispatch as part of the 
national system of disaster pre-
paredness and had a contract with 
them.   People spoke both in favor 
and opposition to fire trucks trave-
ling out of area. EMT and firefighter 
Chris Botz was strongly in favor of 
keeping all trucks here “If a wild-
fire starts, it will happen so fast . . 
. we don’t need to send trucks any-
where.”  Former firefighter David 
Harper said “as part of National 
dispatch, communities send trucks 
to help each other . . . without this, 
our country would burn down.” The 
issue was tabled until the original 
resolution of 2012 that allowed for 
fire equipment to travel out of area 

could be found.
Lawsuit against the POA: 

Also at the Dec. 12 meeting there 
was quite a bit of discussion involv-
ing the lawsuit against the POA 
and one current and two former 
POA board members regarding the 
2012 election.  The two new board 
members, Nigel Fuller and Bruce 
McDonald, are part of the parties 
suing the POA.  They participated 
in the POA executive session with 
Attorney Eric Schweizow regarding 
the lawsuit just prior to the public 
meeting, to “seek advice of counsel”.  

What was at stake was what 
the POA’s role is in the lawsuit. 
Judge Gonzales had said that the 
POA needed to be enjoined in the 
lawsuit.  The question was, should 
they be enjoined as a defendant, as 
suggested by the judge, or as a plain-
tiff. Property owners and members 
of the audience expressed concern 
that POA’s general counsel David 
Graf was not present to give advice 
and a new attorney was.  “Why is 
our general counsel not present on 
this important issue?” asked mem-
ber Matthew Crowley.  “Have you 
consulted with our general counsel 
on this?”  POA Chair Robert Gar-
nett then replied “No.” 

Garnett made a motion that 
the POA take part in the lawsuit as a 
plaintiff, denying validity of the 2012 
election.  Members were confused, 
asking “does this mean that the POA 
is now suing itself and the three 
board members named in the suit?”

Because Fuller and McDon-
ald were the plaintiffs in the suit, 
they had a conflict of interest and 
couldn’t vote.  Russel Schreiber (not 
present), is being personally sued, 
so he also had a conflict of interest.  
Because Matie Belle Lakish was 
elected at the 2012 election, Sch-
weisow felt that she had a conflict 
of interest (despite lack of monetary 
gain) and couldn’t vote.  While some 
audience members thought Gar-
nett also had a conflict of interest, 
Schweisow didn’t think so. Garnett 
made the motion and also seconded 
it.  That brought a bit of an uproar 
from the audience.  Normally, un-
der Robert’s Rules of Order, a per-
son cannot both make a motion and 
second it.  A motion would die for a 
lack of a second.  However, attorney 
Schweisow felt that it was allowed 
under these circumstances by POA 
bylaws.  Other members felt that 
wasn’t true. Chair Garnett accepted 
it as true and the motion, appar-
ently, carried.

The POA board meeting of 
Dec. 19 continued the fast pace of 
new decisions. Directors Garnett 
and Schreiber were not present; 
Vice-Chair McDonald chaired the 
meeting. There were about a dozen 
folks from the community in attend-
ance. Several topics seemed espe-
cially significant.

Lot consolidation:  Charlie 
Sommers, chair of the Environmen-
tal and Architectural Committee 
(E&AC) presented a strong plea 
for the modification of our policy 
on consolidation of lots. It was ex-
pressed that over $300,000 in dues 
are lost annually to consolidated 
lots. Mr. Sommers noted that the 
excusing of dues from consolidated 
lots is not a policy of our governing 
documents, but rather a tacit act by 
earlier boards to encourage lesser 
density. He wanted approval to use 
POA general counsel to figure out 
how this came about and whether 
it can be changed to allow capture 
of the loss in dues. Mr. Sommers 
would also like to see a six-month 
moratorium on lot consolidation in-
voked through the Crestone Baca 
Sub Area Planning Commission 
(the only body empowered, via the 
Board of County Commissioners, 
to approve such consolidation, the 
POA not being so authorized). Kate 
Steichen, a former member of the 
lot consolidation study group, said 
a survey showed that lot consolida-
tion was very popular. There were 
studies which showed that the in-
frastructure costs in residential de-
velopments off-set losses from fewer 
lot dues. Christine Canaly, also on 
the study group, indicated that it 
was also recommended at the time 
that there be a tiered dues structure 
on consolidated lots. At the Gener-
al Election meeting in November, 
members expressed strong support 
for continuing lot consolidation. It 
was decided by the board to convoke 
an ad hoc task force to study this 
further. Interested persons can call 
Mr. Sommers at 719-256-6666. 

E&AC Violations Appeal 
Panel: Members were appointed to 
the Violations Appeal Panel. This 
panel is to review serious violations 
determined by the Environmental 
and Architectural Committee as a 
step prior to legal proceedings. An 
appeals committee is authorized 
by the POA bylaws, but none has 
been functioning for a few years. 
Appointed to the panel were Diane 
Dunlap, Joy Hill, Harun Magnuson, 
Diana Moats, and Judie Rose

Fire department:   Following 
on an attorney’s opinion that the 
original of the resolution was un-
necessary, the policy of “Out of Area” 
activity by the fire department was 
repealed. It was not clear how this 
would affect any regional mutual 
aid agreements. Director Lakish ar-
gued that travel to farther sites by 
limited personnel and a single truck 
at a time deemed not to compromise 
local fire-fighting capacities was an 

opportunity for skills enhancement 
for volunteers.  These volunteers 
were paid for doing so (about their 
only chance at remuneration), while 
the department was compensated 
for wear on the vehicle. Director Mc-
Donald felt that the payment of the 
staff was the only reason they went 
and he seconded Director Fuller’s 
observation that while the equip-
ment may be released at a time 
when fire danger here seems low, 
one never knows when a fire may oc-
cur. Those two board members also 
argued, “If fire department services 
are inadequate, as some say, why 
dispatch part of them elsewhere?”

General counsel:  The pre-
sent general counsel for the POA, 
David Graf, was replaced by Eric 
Schwiesow in a 2-to-1 vote, Fuller 
and McDonald voting yes, Matie 
Belle Lakish voting no. No reason 
was provided for the change. Mr. 
Schwiesow is from Alamosa. Other 
candidates were from Denver, Boul-
der, and Colorado Springs.  One 
POA member in the audience point-
ed out that David Graf has exten-
sive knowledge in homeowners as-
sociations, where Eric Schweisow’s 
website does not indicate such. 

Executive session letter:  
Following the closed meeting near 
the end of the Dec. 12 meeting, on 
return to the public meeting, the 
Community Manager was directed 
to send a letter to Bill Short, the at-
torney for our insurer. At the Dec. 
19 meeting, Director Lakish raised 
a question of the propriety of this 
letter. She says it may have en-
tailed a vote by some members of 
the board who had a conflict of in-
terest. She also expressed concern 
that significant expenses may be in-
curred by the board’s action. These 
comments weren’t addressed except 
that Manager Ecklund said that the 
action may or may not be expen-
sive to the POA.  Later, during the 
Members Forum, Christine Canaly 
read and asked board members and 
Community Manager Ecklund to 
sign an affidavit averring that the 
letter approved on Dec. 12 did in-
deed pertain only to personnel mat-
ters, as stated in the agenda. Since 
the contents of the letter had been 
discussed during the executive ses-
sion, it was confidential. However, 
Director Lakish stated that she felt 
that it dealt with legal issues im-
pacting the membership, which was 
not how it was listed on the agenda.  
No board member offered to sign 
Ms. Canaly’s statement.

The board went into an execu-
tive session at about 10pm. 

New POA board off to a fast start;
confusion reigns regarding lawsuit

Integrating structural, emotional, nutritional health in one treatment

For local appointments, call Annie: 719.256.5668
http://quantumchiropractic.org

Daniel B. Flemming, D.C.
Quantum Chiropractic Care

719.337.6633

*What in the world is a “web property”?  
call or scan to find out... 

719.239.3300

Your web property*
is an investment…

not an expense.

http://quantumchiropractic.org
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Crestone Artisans Gallery news
by Karl Grose
The artists at The Crestone 

Artist Gallery would like to thank 
everyone who stopped by and bless-
ed us with your patronage.  By now 
Christmas is past and I am sure eve-
ryone is “shopped out”, at least for 
a while.  So I thought I would talk 
more about what it means to be a 
craftsperson/artist and how much 
your business and appreciation for 
the work we produce impacts the 
community as well as us personally.  

First I want to bid Jane Ador-
ney and Steve Fillenburg a very 
heartfelt good bye and wish you both 
much success and happiness in this 
next phase of your lives.   They are 
leaving the gallery and Crestone 
and may have already left for Jane’s 
hometown in the UK. They will both 
be deeply missed by our membership 
and the community at large.  Also I 
want to welcome Curtis Killorn, who 
does colored illustrations that really 
need to be seen to be appreciated. 

For most of us this work is a la-
bor of love.  One is driven or called to 
it for any number of reasons, but for 
me it is a matter of self expression.  
Crestone is one of those special places 
that draws creative people because 
of reasons too numerous to mention.  
This “gem” that we have here in Cre-
stone is unique in that the work is 
very high quality, diverse, and very 
inexpensive for work of this caliber.  
When you consider how many peo-

ple live here yearround, you realize 
how disproportionate the number of 
high-quality creative people there 
are, and I am talking only about the 
gallery members, let alone the peo-
ple who do their creative work and 
do not show in the gallery.

The opportunity that is pre-
sented here is generally only found 
in large cities or “artist meccas”.  You 
can buy a beautiful piece of art in any 
media and speak to the creator to find 
out what motivates them.  You have 
an uncommon opportunity to dis-
cover the process that the artist went 
through, the very late nights, the self 
questioning, the frustration and ela-
tion.  I believe it is a Navajo saying 
that says: “At the exact moment that a 
piece of work is finished a piece of the 
craftsperson’s soul enters the piece 
forever.”  So when you buy a piece 
you are getting something so unique 
and special that there is in most cases 
only one in the world.  Plus your mon-
ey supports the community that you 
live in and is much more appreciated 
by the artist than by a stockholder in 
Wal-mart.  The piece you buy from 
an artist here or anywhere else is 
typically something with a soul that 
will be passed down through the fam-
ily for generations.  Your patronage 
helps your community directly, as the 
artist will undoubtedly shop at local 
stores give to local charities and most 
of be able all to make rent and stay in 
this special place.    

Dinner theater comes to Crestone
The Company of Players and 

Chokurei Ranch collaborated De-
cember 15 to present an evening of 
gourmet food prepared by the Yak 
‘N’ Cracker Cafe’s new chefs, dram-
atized stories by the company, and 
a multitude of door prizes awarded 
to a fourth of the audience.  All ta-
bles at the cafe were completely 
filled as theater patrons enjoyed 
a variety of performance pieces, 
complimentary drinks, delicious 
entrees of yak steak, cod, vegetar-
ian stuffed zuchini, and a decadent 
chocolate dessert.  

Stories, poems, and music 
were presented by Robin Blanken-
ship, Findley West, Billy Wright, 

Dean Lloyd, Ammi Kohn, Barry 
Monroe, David Harper, and Kelly 
Delamor.  The themes ranged from 
War and Peace in Kindergarten 
(Kelly) to Fishing (Dean) to Mango 
Mama (Barry).

Local merchants who donated 
five of the seven door prizes were 
Crestone Mercantile, Bliss Cafe, 
The Ragpicker, Yak ‘N’ Cracker 
Cafe, and Earthknack.  The Com-
pany of Players thanks them for 
their support and also thanks the 
dinner theater patrons for their 
help in strengthening community 
theater in Crestone.

The Company of Players is 
now considering an April show 
which would use the format of a ra-
dio program, tentatively titled “Ra-
dio Daze”.  If you are interested in 
being part of this new and different 
type of production, contact Ammi 
Kohn, 719-588-2064.   

Company of Players and Chokurei staff. Left to right, front row: Melinda Davis, Nic Cor-
din; second row, Kelly Delamor, Findley West, Ammi Kohn, Barry Monroe, David Harper, 
Billy Wright, Robin Blankenship; top row, Dean Lloyd.

719.256.5280
Corner of Cottonwood & Galena

downtown Crestone

Thank You Crestone!
September 14th
Reception 2 - 4 pm

meet the artists, refreshments & music

Mon, Wed - Sat: 11-5   
Sunday: 10 - 4 

Closed Tuesdays

November Hours
Open Daily 11-5
Closed Tuesdays

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena
in Downtown Crestone

719-256-5280

Crestone Artisans Gallery 
represents 24 local artisans 

& craftpersons.
Join us for our 

Winterfest Reception
 Dec. 6th, 2-4 pm

Winter Hours
Wednesday - Sunday 11 - 4
Closed Monday & Tuesday

Crestone Artisans Gallery
represents 24 local artists & craftspersons

Thank You for shopping locally!

MEN’S CHORUS
Wednesdays  3:40 - 6:00

Crestone
Community Center

Sweeten up for the Ladies!

Chill out (!) Chime in

In this season of gratitude, we give special thanks
to all our employees, volunteers,

committee members,
and the community we serve.

May the holiday season and New Year
bring you much happiness and joy.

The Baca Grande POA

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by William Howell
Luminosity and brilliance are 

words that spring to awareness 
when anticipating the unparalleled 
paintings of artist Marika Popovits 
and poetic meditations by James 
O’Dea inspired by each of her ex-
hibited works, this January 19 at 
3pm in the Shumei Gallery. 

 The interweaving of two dis-
tinct genres is a rare event in the 
arts.  Such an attempt represents 
a unitive motion that elevates both 
and somehow, like two notes and 
their harmony creating a sense of 
feeling and participation not pre-

dictable by either note, reverber-
ates in shared exchange, inviting 
us more deeply into the nature of 
art and life.

 Marika’s husband, Burt Wad-
man, notes that Pictures at an Ex-
hibition by Mussorgsky was the re-
sult of the Russian composer being 
so moved by paintings of an archi-

tect who died in his 30s that each 
section of this famous piano cycle 
was inspired by one of the young 
artist’s works.  As Burt puts it, “If 
architecture is frozen music, then 
surely art is liquid poetry.” 

Hungarian-born and from 
an early age exhibiting an impas-
sioned ability for painting, Marika 
received training at age seven in 
anatomy and perspective.  Even 
more vital in her life would be the 
quest for union with the Divine—
based on inner experiences last-
ing several years while still in her 
youth.  

With studies in 
Germany and Australia 
being completed in the 
U.S. and Italy, her urge 
to give expression to 
the One amid the lay-
ered nature of manifest 
life drove her to not 
only seek ever-deeper 
contact with Reality, 
but also find a way in 
the limitations of paint 
to give form to her re-
markable visions.  

Finally, inspira-
tion arose when she cog-
nized the long-lost recipe 
of the Renaissance tech-

nique of Velatura (or “glazing”) 
brought about by studying the 
works of Da Vinci, Titian and espe-
cially Grunewald.

 By virtue of pursuing inti-
macy with paint—focusing espe-
cially on giving expression to her 
inner revelations—Marika, who 
could have taught in any univer-

sity and enjoyed a famed artistic 
career, courageously chose to focus 
on the predominant theme in her 
work: the lustre of Nature’s incred-
ibly elegant imminence moving 
from utter mystery through layer 
after layer of expression.   Abstract 
though her work may seem, it is ac-
tually representational (of the me-
chanics of Creation) and invites the 
viewer on many levels.  A book, en-
titled Radiance, with foreword by 
Barbara Marx Hubbard, was, with 
reproductions of her paintings from 
1991-2011, released last year.

Combining such rarified art 
with words that complement and 
compel, especially in this case, is 
a task demanding subtle spiritual 
clarity and deep contact with the 
oracular.  James O’Dea, author 
and global peace leader, has here 
turned his abundant gifts to an ac-
tivism of words.  James, who was 
Washington Bureau Chief of Am-
nesty International and is the for-
mer President of the Institute of 

Noetic Sciences as well as Execu-
tive Director of the Seva Founda-
tion (to name but a few of his affili-
ations), has moved his talents for 
inspiration more introspectively 
and potentially more universally 
from even his latest best-selling 
book, Cultivating Peace: Becoming 
a 21st-Century Peace Ambassador.  
It is as if each painting in Marika’s 
11-piece series—which she, a stu-
dent of Sri Aurobindo, calls The 
Golden Overmind—were for him 
an epiphany.  

 James sat down with the 
paintings and, without any expla-
nation by Marika, creatively met 
each with the feeling of its inten-
tion, grandeur and range of power.  
Reminiscent of poets speaking on 
balconies to audiences in vast pla-
zas, James’ poetic  contemplations 
will unleash both the evocation of 
silence and the loftiest of enact-
ments for anyone fortunate to at-
tend this alchemical event. 

Unveilings: An unprecedented 
gallery event of poems & paintings 
at Shumei January 19

“Golden Overmind #5”, one of eight large watecolors 
being exhibited at the Shumei Gallery.

James O’Dea and Marika at a reading of James’ “Poetic Meditations” which accompany 
Marika’s paintings. 

The CAMINO de CRESTONE 

Five pilgrimages in 2014: 
Jun 14-21    Jul 5-12    Aug 9-16  
Sept 13-20  and  Sept  20-27

“Life-affirming and life-transforming”

www.caminodecrestone.com

You never know what
you might find...

stop by!

Downtown Crestone ♥ Open Wed-Sat 10am-5pm 588-1681 C
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 Naturopathic & Iridology Consults

CranioSacral Therapy & Massage

Counseling, couples & individuals

  Mediation, NLP, Trauma, Grief

Cleanse,  Detox & Homeopathy

 Nutrition, Herbology & Biofeedback

Daniel Terres, N.D.

Vinette Terres

  719.256.4370       

CREATIVE HEALTH CENTER, LLC

http://www.caminodecrestone.com


Page 12 • The Crestone Eagle • January, 2014 www.crestoneeagle.com

Giving Tree lights up holiday for 
62 children!

The Crestone Giving Tree, 
located at the Mercantile Grocery 
during December, is a wonderful 
reminder of the generous and kind 
nature of our local residents.  The 
mercantile received the names of 
forty-six school children who were 
in need this holiday.  Sixteen more 
children were added to the list re-
sulting in a total of 62 local children 

who received clothing and toys.
Although the ornament pick-

up/return didn’t work very well, 
the monetary donations made up 
for it, resulting in $912 which was 
put to good use! 

For all the children who had a 
brighter Christmas because of your 
generosity—thank you!

—Elaine Johnson

Get ready to grow a garden!

Paki Wright 
digitally 
releases work

Local author Paki S. Wright 
has published a long short story 
with Amazon Kindle titled “Irrta 
from the Pleiades: Hopi Prophecy 
and the Holographic Multiverse.”

Wright commented that “the 
story was kind of a gift from the 
gods. It felt like it came together 
out of my concern about Los Ala-
mos—where they’re still debating, 
after 60 years, about what to do with tons of nuclear waste—some fasci-
nating Hopi prophecies I first heard at a gathering in Crestone, and my 
ongoing interest in the global and local ET/UFO phenomenon. There was 
a natural nexus of these three in the Southwest, which is where ‘Irrta . . .’ 
is based.”

Wright’s published work includes reviews, essays, and humor pieces 
in the New York Times Book Review and numerous newspapers,  a novel, 
The All Souls’ Waiting Room: A Black Comedy about Karma and Killing 
Yourself, and her online journal, Bohemian Buddhist Review.

Get ready to grow a garden 
this year with two events that high-
light gardening and healthy living 
in the San Luis Valley.  The 4th An-
nual SLV Seed Exchange will take 
place on Saturday, February 15, in 
the Crestone Charter School in Cre-
stone.  This event is a great oppor-
tunity for new, experienced, or “still 
researching” gardeners to network 
with other gardeners about the chal-
lenges and rewards of high altitude, 
high desert gardening.  Tables will 
be available for gardeners to sit with 
their seed and exchange with other 
gardeners and event participants for 
new seeds, information, or possibly 
cash donations; and a “Seed Saving 
101—The Basics of Biodynamics” 
workshop is being planned. 

The Healthy Garden Expo is 
scheduled for the following week-
end, Saturday, February 22, in the 
Human Performance and Physi-
cal Education building on the East 
Campus of Adams State College in 
Alamosa.  This is promising to be 
a large event with a broad range of 
information/product tables show-
ing the whole cycle of health, from 
the soil and seed, to the food grown 
and prepared, to using our bodies 

in physical activity and how mental 
and physical practices can help keep 
our mind and body young and con-
nected to the Earth.   Two workshops 
are being planned:  “Organic Gar-
dening 101” and a “Micro-Greens 
Workshop:  How to Easily Grow 
Greens and Sprouts Indoors”.  This 
event will draw many people from 
the Southern region of Colorado and 
include several Adams State cam-
pus groups who are aligned with the 
vision of the Healthy Garden Expo.  

The Infinite Bee/Leigh Mills 
is organizing the Grow A Garden 
Series and encourages all garden-
ers with saved seed to start getting 
ready for the SLV Seed Exchange 
and invites everyone to mark your 
calendars for these two garden-
ing events that will start the 2014 
gardening season.  Volunteers are 
needed for the Crestone event and 
sponsors are being approached to 
support the Grow A Garden Series.  
If you would like to be either, or need 
more information about the series, 
please feel free to contact Leigh at 
slvseedexchange@gmail.com or vis-
it the Grow A Garden webpage at:  
theinfinitebee.com/index.php/grow-
a-garden-series.

2014 Grow A Garden Series
4th Annual SLV Seed Exchange ~ Saturday, February 15, 2014 

11am - 3pm  Crestone Charter School, Crestone
The Healthy Garden Expo ~ Saturday, February 22, 2014

11am - 3pm HPPE Building East Campus, Adams State College, Alamosa

For More Information
Contact: Leigh Mills ~ slvseedexchange@gmail.com

719.655.2011

Thanks to our Early Bird Sponsors:

SLV WannaBeekeepers • Avalon Wellness Center
KRZA • Helen Martin’s Miramonte Pottery

SLV Junction.com • Matie Belle’s Garden                 
Ghost Horse Gift Gallery

4th Street Diner & Bakery 

Holiday packages awaiting pickup at the soon-to-be opened Mercantile Diner.

Crestone author, Paki S. Wright

ALMA and Friends Benefit Concert 
Bistro Rialto—February 8 @ 7 p.m. 

Hear great local talent and 
renew your ALMA mem-

bership! 

ALMA Members: FREE 

General Admission: $10  

 

Crestone Youth Plaza 
& all of the  

CYP THRIFT STORE 
Volunteers 

 Wish You A Very 

Attend our meeting Thursday, January 9th at 7pm, at the Topping house, 33 Sunset Overlook 
(first left past the Century 21 office).  Call Wayne at 256.4247 for directions/information.

Crestone End of Life Project
Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment
Call 719.588.7415 or 719.221.1301 for information/materials

U n c e a s i n g  c h a n g e  t u r n s  t h e  w h e e l  of  l i f e ,  A n d  s o  r e a l i t y  i s  s h o w n  i n  i t s 
m a n y  f o r m s .   P e a c ef u l ,  d w e l l i n g  a s  c h a n g e  i t s e l f ,  l i b e rate s
A l l  s u f f e r i n g  s e n t i e n t  b e i n g s  a n d  b r i n g s  t h e m  to  g r e at  j o y.

- J o ko  B e c k ,  N o w  Z e n 

www.crestone-end-of-life.org  •  email: ceolp.info@gmail.com 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:slvseedexchange@gmail.com
mailto:slvseedexchange@gmail.com
http://www.crestone-end-of-life.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
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HAPS

Recycling pickup 2x per month
Recycle-Creede announces that 

because of overwhelming response, 
they will be picking up recycling 
in Crestone at the Secret Garden’s 
parking lot twice a month, on the 
1st and 3rd Saturdays, 10am-2pm, 
starting January 4.  They ask a 
small donation for this service.

Road kill . . . Road rage
by Everett Buss

Black squirrel tuffed ears
Squished flat, lost its years,
Wee rabbit, tail of cotton
Mashed in asphalt. . soon forgotten.

Scattered feathers across the road,
There a snake—there a toad.
The deer are down from the hills
They know not that speed kills.

As I walk from Baca entrance to 
Moonlight Way
I fear for life that speeding cars slay.

Are we conscious behind the wheel 
Does it serve to appeal?
Please slow down, I ask
To preserve life our task.

Come here to sit, to meditate,
Then race like hell up the hill, down 
the hill
To get to town, to have a meal.

Did we even see the snow on the 
mountain top?
How fast we go . . . can we stop?

The speed limit on the king’s road 
is 35.

Crestone Baca Watershed 
Council community events 2014

The Crestone Baca Watershed 
Council—dedicated to habitat con-
servation, education, and train-
ing—will do an educational event 
on Saturday, February 22 at the 
Crestone Charter School. All are 
welcome and encouraged to join 
us.  We meet on Sunday, January 
12 at 2:30 for CBWC’s monthly get 
together to plan the coming events. 
Please call Julie at 256-4809 for 
info. Also CBWC will host a green-
belt photo sharing activity—details 
to come.  In the spring of 2014 we 
will continue monthly field trips to 
our local riparian habitats includ-
ing restoration, native walks and 
aquifer recharge; while monitoring 
of aquatic species, flora, and fauna.  
March will be Greenbelt Aware-
ness month. A merry 2014 to all!  

Bal Gokulam at HUA
Bal Gokulam, a children’s 

program at the Haidakhandi Uni-
versal Ashram, will be celebrat-
ed on Saturday, January 4 from 
10:30am until noon, followed by a 
potluck lunch.

Learn stories, yoga, and puja to 
Maha Lakshmi.  All ages of children 
are welcome but all must be accompa-
nied by an adult.  Call the ashram at 
719-256-4108 for more information.

65th Annual SLV Regional 
Science Fair March 6-7 at ASU 
All San Luis Valley students 
including home schooled stu-
dents and private schools (grades 
four through twelve) are eligible 
to attend the San Luis Valley 
Regional Science Fair. Students 
enrolled in middle school (6th-8th 
grade) and high school students 
must download all required paper-
work from www.societyforscience.
org/isef/rulesandguidelines. The 
elementary forms (4th & 5th 
grade) may be obtained by calling 
the SLVRSF office at 719-587-5412.

 The board members of 
SLVRSF met earlier and held their 
election for the coming year. Dr. 
David Holm, Monte Vista, Presi-
dent; Susan Storm, Alamosa, Vice 
President; Jeni Jack Goodwin, Ala-
mosa, Treasurer; and Dr. Larry 
Sveum, Alamosa, Treasurer. Other 
directors are Dr. Renee Beeton, 
Alamosa; Jody Oaks, Alamosa; and 
Boo Thomas, Blanca.

Lucy Adams, Alamosa, Direc-
tor of SLVRVF, reports that fund-
raising is now underway for Re-
gional Science Fair. Questions about 
Science Fair can be directed to the 
SLVRSF office at 719-587-5412. 

Free Movie Night at Shumei
On Friday Jan 17 at 7pm 

Shumei Free Movie Night hosts I 
Am. In this contemplative docu-
mentary, filmmaker Tom Shadyac 
conducts in-depth interviews with 
prominent philosophers and spir-
itual leaders—including Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu—about what ails the 
world and how to improve it. Refresh-
ments provided, 7pm, 256-5284.

Stay Warm fiber workshop
Saguache Works, a non-profit 

organization, announces the date 
for the 2014 Stay Warm Work-
shop.  It is a one-day event planned 
for Saturday, 15 February from 
9am to 4pm. Fiber arts lovers will 
learn skills while winter surrounds 
us.  We have instructors from 
Wildthymearts, Heartstrings and 
Heirlooms, Kathy’s Fabric Trunk, 
and Shades ‘n Quilts teaching 
quilting and felting skills. Snacks 
and lunch will be provided.  Talent-
ed instructors are completing class 
kits for your warming and learn-
ing pleasure.  Registration for this 
workshop would make an excellent 
holiday gift.

Registration costs before 7 
February is $25.  After that date, 
registration becomes $35.  Mark 
your calendar for a Saturday filled 
with skills for a warm wintry time.

For more information call 
719-655-0216. 

Bill Burch of Recycle Creede 
trying to clean up some of the 
unsightly debris left at the now-
defunct POA recycling drop off.  
Recycling is now available, for 
a small donation, on the first & 
third Saturdays of the month from 
10am-2pm, at the Secret Garden 
parking lot.  Please do not use the 
POA facility.

Crestone now has gasoline!  
The week before Christmas, the gas pumps at 200 Cottonwood (for-

merly Curt’s Store) in Crestone opened.  It had been since March 2013, 
when the gas station closed, that there has been no gasoline available 
for at least 30 miles. New local owners of the building, Benjamin Byer, 
Michelle Beelendorf and McGregor Gaines have been working hard to get 
the tanks filled and the system up and running.  Currently, the pumps only 
accept credit card payment.  But, when the Elephant Cloud Grocery Store 
relocates in January, people will also have the option to pay by cash.  Watch 
for Elephant Cloud’s move and new opening in their expanded store.  

So great to see pumping activity at the gas pumps in Crestone!

 Massage + Reflexology + Aquatics  

Cynthia L. Nielsen LMT

719.298.0360

Radiant Flow

“Touch that reaches the heart 
and settles the mind.”

Massage & Aquatic Bodywork

719.298.0360

Cynthia L. Nielsen LMT RYT

Call Anna Louise
9 7 0 . 2 9 0 . 7 7 1 0

annalouise55@gmail.com

LivingVortexWater.com

• Ionized  • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!

 $199.00 (+tax)
L i v i ngVo r t exWa te r. c om

Water from the 
Heart of Nature

Daisies are dandy,
Roses are regal,

But nothing can beat
A Valentine in the Eagle.
Special rates are available for Valentine greetings.

Give Dee a call at 719-256-4956
or email ads@crestoneeagle.com

to find out all about them.

Daisies are dandy,
Roses are regal,

But nothing can beat
A Valentine in the Eagle.
Special rates are available for Valentine greetings.

Give Dee a call at 719-256-4956
or email ads@crestoneeagle.com

to find out all about them.

“The revolution is not about 
putting a different kind of person 
in power; it is about awakening a 
different kind of power in people. 
The kind of satisfaction that comes 
from hating another human being is 
nothing compared to the satisfaction 
that comes from transforming hatred 
into respect and consideration of the 
humanity of the other.”

 —Stephanie Van Hook,
Metta Center for Nonviolence

http://www.societyforscience
mailto:annalouise55@gmail.com
mailto:ads@crestoneeagle.com
mailto:ads@crestoneeagle.com


Page 14 • The Crestone Eagle • January, 2014 www.crestoneeagle.com

Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
8-9am, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.
babajiashram.org
• Sampai & Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be 
seated by 7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5284
• Tours, gallery & Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 256-5284
• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
6-7pm, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.
babajiashram.org
Sunday
• Mass at Nada Carmelite Hermitage 9:00 am 

719-256-4778
• Morning aarati Haidakhandi Unversal Ashram 

8-9:00 am www.babajiashram.org 719 256-4108
• Sunday Service Crestone Baptist Church 11am
• Dorje Trolo practice White Jewel Mountain 10:00 

am-12:00 pm no charge 719 256-5773
• Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting Town of 

Crestone Meeting Room 7-8pm 719-937-7769

Monday
• DanZen with Diane Elephant Cloud Studio 

10:45-11:45 am 719-256-5912
• Zumba Toning Birch Street Studio (behind El-

ephant Cloud)) 9:00 am-10:00 am www.ange-
la108.zumba.com 7192564040

• CCC Bellydance Fusion Crestone Community 
Building (Old Schoolhouse) 4:30-6pm $40 719-
480-5925

• CCC “The Pack” Crestone Community Building 
(Old Schoolhouse) 4-6:00 pm 304-638-3743

Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti 

Sharanam 5:00 pm-6:45 pm By donation shak-
tisharanam.com 719-256-5668

• Awakening Artists Crestone Community Building 
(Old Schoolhouse) 4-7:00 pm 719-480-5925

• Narcotics Anonymous open meeting marijuana 
users welcome Baca Grande Library 7:30 pm-
8:30 pm crestonena@gmail.com 970-309-0710

Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinements Shakti Sha-

ranam 8:30 am-10:00 am By donation shaktisha-
ranam.com 719-256-5668  

• DanZen with Diane Birch St Studio 10:45 am-
11:45 am 719-256-5912

• Zumba Fitness Birch St. Studio (behind Elephant Cloud) 
9-10am www.angela108.zumba.com 719-256-4040

Thursday  
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti 

Sharanam 5-6:45pm By donation 719-256-5668
• CCC Meeting & Hangout Crestone Community 

Building (Old Schoolhouse) 4:00 pm-8:00 pm
Friday
• Zumba Fitness - Abs & Glutes! Birch St. Studio 

9-10am www.angela108.zumba.com 719-256-4040
• Gentle Yoga w/Cynthia Elephant Cloud Studio 

11am-noon Five classes $45 719-298-0360

Community Calendar—January 2014   
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Wednesday, January 1
• New Year’s Day
• New Moon – 4:15 am
• New Moon Fire Ceremony – Haidakhandi Un-

versal Ashram 11:00 am babajiashram.org 719-
256-4108

Saturday, January 4
• Recycling pickup – Secret Garden parking lot 

10:00 am-2:00 pm By donation
• Bal Gokulam – Haidakhandi Unversal Ashram 

10:30 am-12:00 pm babajiashram.org 719-256-
4108

Sunday, January 5
• Worship Service – Little Shepherd Church 2:00 

pm-3:00 pm
Monday, January 6
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Regu-

lar Meeting – Crestone Town Hall Meeting Room 
12:00 pm-8:00 pm

Thursday, January 9
• Rumi Study Circle. All welcome. – 2:00 pm-4:00 

pm free or by donation nurashkijerrahi.org
• Crestone End of Life Project Open Meeting – The 

Topping House 7:00 pm-9:00 pm www.crestone-
end-of-life.org 719.256.4247/ 588.7415

Sunday, January 12
• Shumei’s Monthly Sampai for January 2014 – 

Shumei Sanctuary 10:30 am-12:00 pm Free 
www.shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284

• Crestone Baca Watershed Council monthly get-
together – 2:30 pm 256-4809

Monday, January 13
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Regular 

Meeting – Crestone Town Hall Meeting Room 
1:30 pm-6:30 pm 719-256-4313

Wednesday, January 15
• Veteran Benefits Information – Y.E.S. Building 

10:00 am-4:00 pm 719-256-2680
• Full Moon Fire Ceremony – Haidakhandi Unversal 

Ashram 11am babajiashram.org 719-256-4108
• Full Moon – 9:45 pm
Friday, January 17
• Shumei’s Free Movie Night Jan 2014 – Shumei 

International Institute 7:00 pm-9:00 pm Free 
www.shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284

Saturday, January 18
• Recycling pickup – Secret Garden parking lot 

10:00 am-2:00 pm By donation 
• Crestone Eagle 25th Anniversary celebratory 

open house, Eagle office, noon-5pm, 256-4956
Sunday, January 19
• Art Opening for Marika Popovits – Shumei Gal-

lery 3:00 pm-5:00 pm Free www.shumeicrest-
one.org 719-256-5284

Wednesday, January 22
• Community Meeting - Moffat School Design – 

Moffat School Cafeteria 5:30 pm 256-4720
Thursday, January 23
• Rumi Study Circle. All welcome. – 2:00 pm-4:00 

pm free or by donation nurashkijerrahi.org 719-
256-4290

Thursday, January 30
• New Moon – 2:45 am
• Sufi Dhikr All Welcome – 2:00 pm-4:00 pm free 

or by donation nurashkijerrahi.org 719-256-4290
Saturday, February 1
• 2014 Heritage Grant deadline – All Day www.

sdcnha.org
• Recycling pickup – Secret Garden parking lot 

10:00 am-2:00 pm By donation
Friday, February 14
• Valentine’s Day
Saturday, February 15
• Stay Warm fiber workshop – 9am-4pm; before 

2/7 $25; after that, $35 719-655-0216
• Recycling pickup – Secret Garden parking lot 

10:00 am-2:00 pm By donation
• 4th Annual SLV Seed Exchange – Crestone 

Charter School 11:00 am-3:00 pm 655-2011

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

As You Go About Your Day, Please Remember . . .

Support 

Crestone Youth Plaza

By Shopping At The

CYP THRIFT STORE
On the corner of Alder & Galena

(719) 256-5500

The Ripples You Create Today

 Bring About the Changes for Tomorrow

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.ange-la108.zumba.com
http://www.ange-la108.zumba.com
http://www.ange-la108.zumba.com
mailto:crestonena@gmail.com
http://www.angela108.zumba.com
http://www.angela108.zumba.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
mailto:events@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestone-end-of-life.org
http://www.crestone-end-of-life.org
http://www.crestone-end-of-life.org
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.shumeicrest-one.org
http://www.shumeicrest-one.org
http://www.shumeicrest-one.org
http://www.sdcnha.org
http://www.sdcnha.org
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WinterFest 2013!

All photos by Lori Nagel

Above:
Matie Belle Lakish offers up some 
of her amazing soap at this year’s 
WinterFest.

Top left: 
Maria LiPuma engages in conversa-
tion at Teanna Grote’s table. 

Bottom left: 
Matie Belle Lakish offers her chil-
dren’s soap to my son, Ziggy. 

Right: 
Vivia Lawson takes a seat on San-
ta’s lap and gives Moira Forsythe 
a check to help fund this year’s 
WinterFest. 

Thank you Crestone, Moffat and the San Luis Valley 
for supporting The Crestone Eagle for 

Please join us as we celebrate our 25th anniversary!

Open House
Saturday, January 18th

noon to 5pm
at The Eagle Office
180 West Galena

Food, fun, friends & facts galore!

Your independently owned, local 
newspaper has proudly served this 
community for 25 years, and is still 
going strong!

As the Eagle goes to press, the small Gibson 

Peak Fire that started June 18 was still burn-

ing four miles north and 2,000 ft. above the 

Town of Crestone near the wilderness bound-

ary below the peak itself at an elevation of 

10,000 ft. The fire, apparently caused by light-

ning, is approximately two acres in size and is 

fueled by pinon and juniper on a rocky ridge. 

The fire is being closely monitored by Forest 

Service Fire Officials and is expected to burn 

out. As of June 23 the fire was putting out 

very little smoke.

The fire produced smoke that could be seen in 

the northern Valley. After accessing the fire, 

Forest Service fire officials decided to let the 

fire burn—what is called a Wilderness Fire 

Use. This allows the naturally caused fire un-

der strict monitoring to continue burning for 

ecological benefit. 

As of June 23, a small fire was reported two 

miles south of U.S. Hwy. 160 between South 

Fork and Del Norte in the Shaw Creek area. 

It was suppressed because it was near private 

land. A third fire was reported on the same 

day west of Saguache. As of late June this 

half acre fire was still being suppressed.

Fire danger is reported to be high below 

10,000 ft. and moderate above that elevation. 

Fire danger is expected to increase until the 

monsoons bring rain to the Valley. People are 

cautioned to be extremely careful with any 

fire—including fireworks—and make sure all 

camp fires are out cold!

by Mary Lowers

Saguache County Search and Rescue team 

successfully brought a seriously injured climb-

er down from the snowfields below Challeng-

er Peak on Sunday, June 23. Two helicopter 

flights to the landing area near Willow Lake 

and the hard work of ten rescue team mem-

bers got the fifty-two year-old Littleton man 

off the mountain safely.

The call from a cell phone came into Search & 

Rescue about 3pm on Sunday. The victim was 

hiking with two other people and according 

to team member Ben Brack, “on descent from 

Challenger Peak while attempting to glissad 

(slide down the field on your feet using your 

heels to brake) on a snow field without ice axes 

and other proper equipment. The forty-five 

degree angle of the snowfield, and a misstep, 

increased his speed and the man lost control 

and came down on his left hip breaking it. 

He also suffered from multiple contusions and 

abrasions.” 

Brack said that the victim’s friends immedi-

ately moved him off the snowfield onto a dry 

rock area. They went down to their base camp 

and got him warm clothing and blankets, but 

he was still suffering from the early stages of 

hypothermia when the initial six rescue team 

members were ferried up by helicopter. Brack, 

who had hiked up 1500 feet to the man’s posi-

tion, “rewarmed him and stabilized him.”

After the victim was stable, “the team pack-

aged him on a backboard, immobilized his 

leg and wrapped him in a skeg or stretcher 

that’s a sled. Then we began the decent, which 

was pretty dangerous. We started to descend 

about 7:30pm and the chopper had to leave at 

9:30pm. We didn’t know if they could fly him 

out at all,” said Brack. The rescue team ma-

neuvered the skeg over two snow fields, boul-

der fields and tundra.

When they reached the landing area at the top 

of Willow Lake, they called Saguache County 

a quarter of 
a century!
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by Mary Lowers
Photographer John Fielder 

was the star of a benefit visual pro-
gram to support the San Luis Val-
ley Eco System Council (SLVEC) 
the evening of November 21. It was 
well attended and all proceeds went 
to benefit environmental battles in-
cluding the proposed Village at Wolf 
Creek development and gas explo-
ration near Del Norte.

Fielders presented a slide 
show and talk featuring his lat-
est endeavor photographing parks, 
open space, wildlife habitat, and 
ranches all part of the Great Out-
doors Colorado Project. This innova-
tive project uses state lottery mon-
ies to preserve and protect beauty, 
culture and wildlife. Colorado is 
unique in having so much of its lot-
tery revenue go toward this sort of 
environmental project.

Fielder has produced thirty 
books. His photos helped convince 
Congress to pass the 1993 Wilder-
ness Act. He has been an advocate 
for the Great Outdoors Colorado 
Initiative which to date, has pre-
served two million acres of open 
space. Fielder told the audience, “If 
you truly care about the long term 
. . . blue sky, clean air, clean water 
. . . then you protect them and they 
guarantee a good economy.”

SLVEC has been protecting 
public lands surrounding the San 
Luis Valley for years. Currently, 
they are monitoring a “wildcat” 
driller named Hughes out of Texas 

who is trying to get the necessary 
permits to drill an exploratory gas 
well, San Francisco Well #1, near 
Del Norte, within the San Francisco 
Creek sub-division. In recent years, 
Del Norte has become a target area 
for potential oil and gas reserves, 
especially with the advent of frack-
ing. In March of 2008 the Bureau of 
Land management (BLM) offered 
up 146,000 acres of mostly Forest 
Service lands for oil/gas leasing near 
Del Norte. All of these drilling sites 
were in pristine environmentally 
sensitive areas, home to threat-
ened and endangered species. Many 
parcels were near watersheds that 
contain the endangered Rio Grande 
Cutthroat Trout. SLVEC and a Del 
Norte working group were able to 
get those leases deferred soon after 
they were nominated.

However, the BLM decision on 
the Hughes single parcel Environ-
mental Assessment (EA) and Ap-
plication for Permit to Drill (APD) 
will be released in January 2014. 
SLVEC is asking the BLM for an 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) to be implemented before the 
APD is granted. “We respectfully re-
quest that the BLM take a compre-
hensive, holistic, sustainable view, 
and not compromise the unique 
history, culture and environment in 
the process of implementing energy 
development plans.” This process 
requires meetings and discussion 
with the communities impacted by 
the potential drilling.  

In spring 2013 First Liberty 
Energy initiated an exploratory 
well project on Old Woman’s Creek 
near Del Norte. The valley used 
the modern frack technique for the 
first time during this drilling (The 
Crestone Eagle, April 2013). The 
site was capped and sealed without 
finding any economically viable gas 
yield. SLVEC is currently preparing 
for the EA announcement regarding 
the Hughes Company’s request.

Another environmentally sen-
sitive decision is the Wolf Creek 
EIS and Record of Decision (ROD) 
on the land exchange Wolf Creek 
owner Red McCombs proposed to 
the US Forest Service. McCombs, 
who performed another land ex-

change in 1986, acquired this con-
troversial land next to the small 
family ski area, run by the Pitcher 
family. Because it is technically an 
“inholding”, McCombs still needs 
road access to build the Village at 
Wolf Creek, a potential 2,172 unit 
development. SLVEC has stood firm 
against the development just below 
the Continental Divide at the top of 
Wolf Creek Pass for almost 15 years.

The current proposal is known 
as the Leavell-McCombs Joint Ven-
ture Land Exchange which gives the 
Forest Service two possible develop-
ment choices, neither of which are 
backed by environmental groups. 
In one scenario, McCombs does a 
trade with the Forest Service of 
land along Hwy. 160 for the land he 
needs access to. The development 
would be downsized to 1,711 units. 
If the Forest Service won’t do the 
land exchange, McCombs proposes 
to return to the original develop-
ment plan with approval for access.

Any development will have a 
drastic impact on wildlife. This area 

has been acknowledged as a major 
migration wildlife corridor by the 
Colorado State Patrol and Parks 
and Wildlife. There is legitimate 
concern regarding the increase of 
car/animal accidents with 8,000 or 
more people living there. The im-
pact on water quality would be tre-
mendous; water from Wolf Creek’s- 
Pass Creek flows into the south fork 
of the Rio Grande, also contributing 
to late season flows.

The Forest Service will release 
a decision regarding this proposal 
in February 2014. In a statement 
to the Forest Service, SLVEC de-
clared, “After more than twenty-five 
years of controversy the proposed 
Village at Wolf Creek project has 
never received the fair, transparent 
and honest analysis regarding im-
pacts the public deserves. The For-
est Service needs to be encouraged 
to get McCombs’ property back into 
public ownership via purchase or 
exchange.”

For information on these and 
other pending issues go to SLVEC.org.

Photographer John Fielder gave 
presentations to benefit the San 
Luis Valley Ecosystem Council

L to R: John Fielder, Chris Canaly, and Dave Miller at John Fielder’s presentation, held at 
Colorado College campus in Crestone on November 21.  This was one of three presen-
tation in two days in the San Luis Valley.  This tour was sponsored by the San Luis Valley 
Ecosystem Council, of which Dave Miller is president.  Chris Canaly was instrumental in 
putting this fundraising tour together.  Fielder donated his time, 30% of book sale pro-
ceeds, and even bought his own dinner!  photo by Lori Nagel

10% off
Second

Sundays

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

“Angels are extraordinary beings of light that bring us messages from the Divine”
 Awaken to life is proud to invite you to an angel workshop in which you will learn:  

Who the angels are
 What their duties are

Why are they here
What they can do

 What they need from us
 Who we truly are as divine beings

 Get the practice and tools to simplify your connection with angels

Fee: FREE
When: January 25th, 2014

Where: Crestone, Colorado
Time: 11:00 AM

It will be a 3 hour long workshop

Seating is limited.  Please contact for reservations and location at 719-256-5656
events@awakentolife.us

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:events@awakentolife.us
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
While a little red-haired girl 

sat perched with a book in her fa-
vorite willow tree in her grand-
parents’ yard, or lay in the grass, 
fascinated by the comings and go-
ings of insects, there were other, 
larger movements at work in her 
life. She couldn’t have guessed it 
at the time, but significant sub-
tle influences were beginning to 
nudge Michelle Beelendorf toward 
the eventual intersection of her 
passionate interests: the natural 
world, healthy food, holistic living, 
a vision of local businesses sup-
porting a strong, sustainable com-
munity, and the generous, creative 
sharing of knowledge and ideas.

That happy convergence has 

taken various forms in Michelle’s 
life. Most recently, with Benjamin 
Byer, it has seen her as co-owner 
and president of Elephant Cloud 
Tea Shop, which over the past four 
years morphed into a busy, thriv-
ing community grocery for organic, 
GMO-free produce and natural 
foods. By mid-January Michelle, 
Benjamin, and Elephant Cloud’s 
employees plan to have the grocery 
moved and settled into the renovat-
ed building that was Curt’s Olde 
Country Store, with gas pumps 
open again. Shoppers will trade a 
crowded, intimate market experi-
ence for one with more elbow room, 
yet which Michelle envisions as 
offering at least as much personal 
service, friendly interaction, and 
educational opportunities as al-
ways—plus room for compatible, 
community-minded ventures to 
share the space.

Old World, New Age influ-
ences

Michelle grew up in a small 
town west of Chicago, where her 
grandparents helped mold her in 
important, unconventional ways. 
She remembers her grandmother, 
a first-generation Polish-Ameri-
can, as a “tough lady” with an as-
tute sense of business and finance. 
Meanwhile her soft-spoken Ger-
man-American grandfather leaned 
toward such interests as holistic 
medicine, astral travel, astrology, 
and early 20th-century psychic Ed-
gar Cayce. “He always had a gar-
den and knew what good food was,” 
she says of her grandfather. “It’s 
not that we never drank Coca-Co-
la, but my grandparents’ cultural 

background meant they were still 
connected to Old World, European 
ways. It was pretty cool.”

In middle school Michelle told 
someone she wanted to be a psychi-
atrist when she grew up, a reflection 
of her intense interest and curios-
ity about people, interpersonal re-
lations, and how the human psyche 
works. In high school when she was 
asked the same, inevitable ques-
tion, she impulsively—and presci-
ently—replied that she planned to 
go into business. Following gradua-
tion she briefly studied liberal arts 
at the University of Wisconsin in 
Madison and DePaul University in 
Chicago. Then she got her first job 
in the city, as private secretary for 
Dr. Ronald Klatz, a naturopath, os-

teopath, pioneer in 
preventative medi-
cine and principal 
founder of the Na-
tional Academy of 
Sports Medicine. It 
turned out to be a 
pivotal experience.

A lifelong 
path of learning

M i c h e l l e ’ s 
work at Klatz’s 
clinic and re-
search center was 
a springboard in 
her quest for un-
derstanding nutri-
tion, alternative 

medicine and other aspects of ho-
listic living. After two years there 
she moved to Asheville, NC, where 
she worked in a natural foods store 
and later at an outdoor center. 
She rekindled a passion for active 
pursuits in nature, especially rock 
climbing. With a climbing partner 
she adventured west along a rock 
climbing circuit that brought her 
to Colorado. Eventually she settled 
in Pueblo, where she met the man 
who would become the father of her 
children, Sunia, now 20, Mahryan, 
17, and 12-year-old Shannen.

In Pueblo Michelle took over 
a buyers’ club, purchased a build-
ing and established a 5,000-square-
foot, full service store, Ambrosia 
Natural Foods, which she owned 
and ran for 15 years. In the days 
before the Pueblo area had any 
major natural food chains, people 
traveled from as far as Kansas to 
shop at Ambrosia. But in many 
ways Pueblo wasn’t an ideal fit for 
Michelle and her family, and after 
hearing about and visiting Cre-
stone, she moved here in 2000. “The 
mountains and the natural envi-
ronment were my biggest draw,” 
she relates. “There’s a really deep 
sense of peace here. I definitely feel 
like I belong here.” She returned to 
Pueblo for a couple of years to sell 
her building and close Ambrosia, 
which by then was facing competi-
tion from Vitamin Cottage, and set-
tled in Crestone in 2007.

Elephant Cloud is born
Michelle and Benjamin be-

came friends in 2000 and talked at 
the time about opening a teahouse 
together, an idea that bubbled back 

to the surface a few years later. Ele-
phant Cloud Tea Shop soon became 
a catalyst for other components in 
a vision of sustainable community, 
including bee-
keeping, alterna-
tive construction, 
and alternative 
transportation in 
the form of Seg-
way electric per-
sonal transport-
ers. Michelle (now 
44) and Benjamin 
were married De-
cember 28, 2012 
in Costa Rica. 
Her 18-month-old 
granddaughter, 
Shoshanna—Su-
nia’s daughter—
now is a lively, de-
lightful part of the Beelendorf-Byer 
household as well.

With Elephant Cloud Market’s 
move to the former Curt’s store, the 
tea shop resumes its role as a cozy, 
inviting spot for gathering, sipping 
tea, and sharing ideas and creative 
energy. Meanwhile, the larger space 
holds the potential for serving as a 
hub of mutually supportive cottage 
industries and community-oriented 
small businesses—perhaps includ-
ing sewers and/or weavers—ideally 
in a stable, long-term arrangement, 
Michelle says. Other compat-
ible uses of the space may involve 
displaying local art, selling local 
goods, and employing the build-
ing’s kitchen facilities. “We want to 
take it slow and see what the com-
munity wants, what it needs,” she 
says. “We want to honor that space, 
Curt’s store. It’s not about us; we’re 
holding the space but this is a com-
munity creation.”

The larger 
picture

It’s all part of 
a more far-reaching 
vision of what this 
corner of the valley 
can be, and what 
Michelle and oth-
ers see it moving 
toward: a place of 
economic stability 
on a local, commu-
nity-based scale. 
“It’s such an open 
canvas here—the 
valley, the space, 
the people, the in-
tention,” she points 
out with charac-
teristic infectious 
enthusiasm. “We 
have all these peo-

ple with skills, that’s the amazing 
thing about this community: the 
weaver, sewer, grower, designer, 

the business people to put the mod-
el together. I feel like people are 
waiting to put it together. It’s re-
ally bubbling right now. That’s the 
magic of what this is about.”

Gussie welcomes ideas for this 
ongoing series on Crestone area res-
idents. gussie7@fairpoint.net.

Who We Are
Michelle Beelendorf-Byer:
Holding the space for an unfolding community vision

MountainSide Massage & Colonics

Healing - INSIDE & OUT! 
• Chi Nei Tsang: Abdominal Unwinding 

• Colon Hydro Therapy 
• Therapeutic Bodywork

970.290.7710
AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom.blogspot.com

MountainSide Massage & Colonics
Anna Louise Stewart  •  CMT, CCT

Same Great Services - in a NEW CRESTONE 
setting! Upstairs at 110 N. Alder - Downtown

Michelle and Benjamin share a taste of honey at their wed-
ding, December 28, 2012 in Costa Rica. 
 photo by Sunia Beelendorf

Michelle.  photo by Sunia Beelendorf

Michelle & Benjamin at Elephant Cloud. 
 photo by Sunia Beelendorf.

Benjamin, Michelle, Shannen, Mahryan and Sunia at the 
Crestone Music Festival.  Yachay Inoc

mailto:gussie7@fairpoint.net
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
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by Ramloti
December has been a quieter 

month here at the Ashram.  The 
cold weather made it difficult for 
our families from Denver and oth-
er places to travel here.  It was a 
good time to catch up a bit from a 
busy year.  Of course the holidays 
still brought many people, includ-
ing two devotees from the Babaji 
Ashram in Loenen, Holland.  They 
stayed for almost two weeks and it 
was great having them here.  The 
Ashram in Holland has been going 
for many years and so exchanging 
ideas with them was very valuable.

We had a very sweet Bal 
Gokulam (children’s program) at 
the beginning of December.  We 
honored Lord Ganesh with a story, 
chant, and puja.  We also did some 
fun yoga.   We then welcomed Jesus, 
Mary, and Joseph as the children 
heard stories and made ornaments 
and decorated the Christmas trees 
in the temple.  We have decided to 
have another program on Satur-
day, January 4 from 10:30am until 
noon followed by a potluck.  We will 
be beginning the year by honoring 
Maha Lakshmi with stories, crafts, 
chants, and puja.  There will also 
be some yoga for children.  We hope 
you can attend.  All ages of chil-
dren are welcome.  A parent must 
accompany the child.  For more in-
formation you may call the ashram 
at 719-256-4108.

Our new-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 1 (New Years Day!) and the 
full-moon fire ceremony is on Janu-

ary 15.  The fire ceremonies during 
January begin at 11am and are fol-
lowed by a meal.  Morning aarati 
during January will be at 8am with 
evening aarati at 6pm. Each morn-
ing at 7:30am there is a paduka 
puja (washing of Shri Babaji’s san-
dals) in His kutir (just to the west 
of the temple) followed by chandan.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is 
open every day from 10am until 
5pm. We invite you to come in and 
if you mention that you are an Ea-
gle reader, we will happily give you 
a 10% discount on your purchases.  
We deeply appreciate your support. 
Our shop website has been updated 
and you may view many items on-
line at mahalakshmishop.wazala.
com.

Please visit our website at 
www.babajiashram.org to find out 
more about the Ashram and its 
schedule. We also invite you to visit 
the Ashram at any time.  We love 
to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s 
home with others. Just drop by or 
give us a call at 719-256-4108.  

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram news Sri Aurobindo Learning Center

Clarifying the idea 
of Karmayoga

by Rod Hemsell
In his Essays on the Gita, Sri Au-

robindo has given an important and 
rather startling clarification of the idea 
of Karmayoga. He says, “The Gita does 
not teach the disinterested performance 
of duties but the following of the divine 
life, the abandonment of all dharmas, 
to take refuge in the Supreme alone . . .” 
The abandonment of all dharmas is fur-
ther clarified to mean the ascent in con-
sciousness “to a supreme poise above 
the mainly practical, above the purely 
ethical, to the Brahmic consciousness. 
It replaces the conception of social duty 
by a divine obligation. The subjection to 

external law gives place to a certain principle of inner self-determination of ac-
tion proceeding by the soul’s freedom from the tangled law of works.” This is in 
fact the main  idea of the Upanishads as well: the abandonment of attachments 
of all kinds, and of dependence on the ordinary sense mind and rational mind, 
which are replaced in us, through the practice of a transformational Yoga, by 
higher direct awareness of the universal divine force working through us and 
determining everything we do.

The Bhagavad Gita, or Lord’s Song, is generally considered to be the bible 
of Hinduism and the culmination of its teachings on Yoga and the metaphysics 
of Vedanta. But in its various modern interpretations the teachings given by 
Krishna to Arjuna on the battlefield of Kurukshetra has acquired many differ-
ent meanings. The most popular one is the idea that Karmayoga means the self-
less performance of service to the society, without desire for wealth and fame, 
or even success. But this is the view disparaged by Sri Aurobindo, and one that 
has led India down a rather crooked path. As he puts the problem, in his char-
acteristically unequivocal style, “We are told continually by many authorita-
tive voices that the Gita, opposing in this the ordinary ascetic and quietistic 
tendency of Indian thought and spirituality, proclaims the ideal of disinterested 
performance of social duties, even the quite modern ideal of social service. To 
all this I can only reply that very patently and even on the very surface of it the 
Gita does nothing of the kind and that this is a modern misreading(!).”

“Undoubtedly, the Gita is a gospel of works, but of works which culminate 
in knowledge, that is, in spiritual realization and quietude, and of works mo-
tived by devotion, that is, a conscious surrender of one’s whole self into the being 
of the Supreme, and not at all of works as they are understood by the modern 
mind, not at all an action dictated by egoistic and altruistic, by personal, social, 
humanitarian motives, principles, ideals.”

The study of these renderings of the teachings of the Gita are current-
ly the topic of the ongoing weekly study group at the Sri Aurobindo Learning 
Center on Tuesday evenings, beginning at 5pm with a potluck dinner. All are 
cordially invited who may find this of interest. For more information, contact 
Brian Dyer at 719-256-6010.

Bal Gokulam (children’s program) at the 
ashram.  Next one is on Saturday, Jan. 
4 from 10:30am until noon followed by a 
potluck.  

Dutch devotees join in full-moon fire ceremony at the ashram.

Sri Auobindo was a seminal thinker and 
writer on the evolution of humankind.

Perfumes, silk scarves, wool shawls, 
jewelry, saris, incense, candles, tapes, 
books, purses, bronze murtis, stone 

statuary, & other great gift items too.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

New Hours: 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

Email: shop@BabajiAshram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Happy New Years!
Celebrate it by seeing 
all our new stock in 

the Shop. 
10% off for our 

Crestone Eagle readers
(except all sale items)

please mention it at checkout

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

EXPERT LEG AL HELP FOR HUM AN BEINGS

Law offices of Curtis Ramsay
CIVIL .   MEDIAT ION.   CRIMINAL .

(720) 490-1968

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

May You Be Blessed With
Supreme Well-Being &

Good Fortune
In This New Year!
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by Joyce Meyer
If there’s one thing I’ve real-

ized in life, it’s that we can never 
ask God for too much grace. And 
we all need it—every day, for every-
thing we need to do in life. Because 
God loves us so much, He gave His 
only begotten Son to die for our 
sins so we can receive His grace, 
both for our salvation and then to 
help us walk out our life in Christ 
with His power.  

It’s so wonderful to realize 
that God’s amazing grace is availa-
ble to everyone, no matter who you 
are or what you’ve done. The key 
to this great life is living in God’s 
great grace. 

Grace is the Great Equalizer. 
It’s so important for us to under-
stand that God’s grace is avail-
able to every person on this earth, 
in whatever capacity they need. I 
know sometimes we can feel like 
we’ve done too much wrong and we 
need to earn God’s forgiveness and 
grace, but His grace is a gift—we 
can’t earn or deserve it. And no one 
is such a “special case” that He can-
not help us.

I remember how frustrated 
and miserable I used to be before I 
learned how to receive God’s grace. 
I loved God and really wanted to 
please Him, but I was always try-
ing to do what I thought was right 
in my own strength. No matter how 
hard I tried, I couldn’t get rid of the 
guilt and insecurity that hung over 
me all the time.

I believe this is a common 
problem for many people and the 
reason there is so much strife 
in the world today. Strife in our 
hearts causes us to compare our-
selves with others and compete 
with them, trying to make our-
selves “better” than them. It makes 
people frustrated and confused, 
struggling with so many issues in 
their lives because they are trying 
to figure everything out and solve 
their problems on their own.

B u t 
John 15:5 
says that 
“ a p a r t 
from Je-
sus you can do nothing” (AMP). All 
we have to do is humble ourselves 
before God and ask Him to help us.

We all have things on our 
“wish lists,” things we want or 
need or would just like to have. 
And when we see someone else 
with something we want, it can stir 
up some strong emotions. We can 
become envious and begin to covet 
that thing. 

I remember years ago, I want-
ed to be like my pastor’s wife. She 
was such a sweet woman of God, so 
kind and soft-spoken and people re-
ally loved her. I, on the other hand, 
was just so outspoken and sharp 
with my tongue! I wanted to be qui-
et and sweet like her, so I tried but 
it didn’t work. At one point, peo-
ple even started asking what was 
wrong with me! 

I felt a lot like Paul in Ro-
mans 7:15, when he said, “I do not 
understand what I do. For what I 
want to do I do not do, but what I 
hate I do” (NIV). I just didn’t un-
derstand why I couldn’t change! I 
wanted to be sweeter and quieter 
but that never lasted long. And just 
like Paul found out in verses 24 and 
25, I began to realize that I can’t 
change myself—only God can. So I 
asked Him to change what needed 
to be changed in me. 

If you’re frustrated and strug-
gling to feel good about yourself or 
be what you think you need to be, I 
want to encourage you to stop try-
ing and start asking God for grace. 
God made you who you are, and 
He knows what you need and what 
needs to change in your life. He 
wants you to enjoy your life while 
you’re in the process of becoming 
all He created you to be. 

God will give you grace for 
your case. That’s why I call Him 
the Great Equalizer. We never have 
to settle for less than God’s best in 
our lives when we have access to 
His grace—power to do the things 
we can’t do in our own strength—at 
all times. God’s grace has no limit, 
it won’t run out. It is available to 
any and all who will humble them-
selves and receive it. Remember, 
we can never ask Him for too much 
grace. He always knows exactly 
what we need. And He is always 
ready and willing to help us—each 
and every one. 

Happy new now!
by Ken Nelson
And so we meet Janus again, 

that mythological Roman god of 
two heads, facing in opposite di-
rections, future and past, begin-
nings and endings, transition 
time. He seems to come around 
more often these days. 

January first appeared in 
the Roman calendar around 713 
BCE and was moved to the front 
of the calendar by the Roman 
Senate in 153 BCE. It has main-
tained that position through the 
Julian calendar (as in Julius Cae-
sar) to our Gregorian calendar 
(as in Pope Gregory, 1582 CE). 
He was celebrated as the God of 
Gateways, the Deity of Doorways 
and the Janus of Journeys, Lord 
of Beginnings.

Calendar time as linear
Usually we think of time as 

linear, stretching from one date 
to another, one event to the next, 
from birth to death, the past to 
the future, hardly stopping at the 
present. Calendar and clock time 
greatly structure our lives, back-
ward and forward. Sometimes 
they trap us into regretting the 
past and fearing the future. 

Joni Mitchell metaphorically 
sings of us being “captive on the 
carousel of time” as she bends the 
linear time into a circle. But we 
don’t have to be captive. We can 
break that linear cycle. Tempus 
interruptus.

New Year is a new begin-
ning, the chance to start some-
thing new, whether prompted by 
the calendar, seasons, happen-
ings or hope.  Beginnings are best 
prompted by personal choice and 
personal time. Sometimes spon-
taneous. Sometimes planned. Je-
sus said shake the dust. Buddha 
taught non-attachment.

Claiming personal time
Personal time is when we 

add magic to the moments in our 
lives, by not regretting the past 
or fearing the future, but living 
fully now. Being conscious. Being 
grateful.

Personal time takes place 
when we consciously step out of 
the current of calendar time and 
watch it flow by us as from a river 
bank. 

Personal time is what we cre-
ate and nurture from within, at 
any time. Simplifying. Focusing. 
When the pond is still it clearly 
reflects the sky, mountain, trees. 

When it is agitated it doesn’t. 
Personal time as spiral
We can perceive of personal 

time as spiral, not linear. This spi-
ral constantly cycles back to us at 
a higher level to create ever-new 
beginnings and then stretches out 
and back again, potentially pro-
viding new understandings, new 
learnings, new growth for and in 
us. It is always in transition, nev-
er static, but energy moving in us 
and through us.

We are at the center of the 
spiral, like a vortex, or a centri-
fuge separating out what best 
enhances our being. This spiral 
enables us to revisit, redesign and 
recreate ourselves at these sig-
nificant intervals, be they short or 
long. The still point at the center 
of the spiral is now.

“The Master sees things as 
they are, without trying to control 
them. She lets them go their own 
way, and resides at the center of 
the circle.” Lao-Tzu, Tao-te-Ching

Personal time as aware-
ness

The challenge for us is to 
receive and experience personal 
time with awareness, otherwise 
we are in habitual routine with-
out new growth.

Thoreau equated awareness 
with being awake, being mindful. 
“Only that day dawns to which we 
are awake.” We could say “Only 
that moment . . .” 

Awareness to William Blake 
was “To see the World in a Grain 
of Sand

And a Heaven in a Wild 
Flower, Hold Infinity in the palm 
of your hand, And Eternity in an 
hour.”  

Awareness brings us into 
clear focus, to see all connected, 
heaven as here and eternity as 
now. 

Personal time as eternal 
now

Guiding us into awareness 
is our ever-present, friendly part-
ner, our breath. When deeply wel-
comed, it eliminates the many dis-
tractions that keep us from here 
and now. It allows us to sink into 
relaxation, to be more fully hu-
man, to come home. We breathe 
ourselves into being.

And now is the pivotal point, 
the still point around which the 
past and the future swirl. The 
eternal now never leaves us, dis-
solving past and future. It is our 
constant companion.

Happy New Now!

Moving Up Higher
Grace: The great equalizer

Sunday Services                                         
Bible Study Thursdays at Pastor's Home                          
Prayer Services Mon & Fri                       
Food Bank Tuesdays
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
"Clap for the Lord" Free Lunches ~ Mon-Fri
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday
Shabbat Celebration every 1st Friday

Joyce Meyer Article
Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way
3:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm

11 am-2 pm
8:00 am
6:30 pm

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 256-4277
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 
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A film review 
by William Howell
 There is a place on planet 

Earth that by every standard of 
evaluation is unique.

Nestled against sacred moun-
tains are more than 24 spiritual 
centers and religious groups within 
walking distance of this interna-
tional village—an hour from most 
of what people would call civiliza-
tion.  Those who have visited Cre-
stone never forget it.  And those 
who live here have a richer sense of 
why we have been drawn and why 
we stay, thanks to The Flame, a 
2013 documentary by Sean Owen.  

 The film is structured on 
back-and-forth attentions to the 
fascinating motions of local his-
tory and the unique celebrations of 
each of the eleven spiritual centers 
presented.  While there are several 
abrupt transitions and the nota-
ble absence of Crestone Mountain 
Zen Center (plus a handful of other 
such omissions), the effect of Mr. 
Owen’s contribution is not signifi-
cantly disturbed, either in effort, 
in transmission or in message.  In-
deed, the film stands as an excel-
lent resource and gift to the Cre-
stone community.  

 The intermixing of historic 
recollections and spiritual dedica-
tions creates not only a balance, but 
a valuable perspective.  Indeed, the 
very consideration of the matrix 
of events in our remarkable locale 
provides both scope and subtlety to 
feeling a strong sense of place and 
its palpable energies.  Starting out 
with the centuries of Native Ameri-
can presence here, Mr. Owen estab-
lishes—all too briefly—the basis 
of current community directions 
and practices.  For example, John 
Milton’s Way of Nature, Chris and 
Andrea Long’s Home of the Sing-
ing Stone and the Bon tradition 
as observed by Tenzin Wangyal 
Rimpoche and the practitioners at 
Chamma Ling all share a deep and 
active shamanism, and it can be 
noted that the Carmelites of Nada 
Hermitage consider themselves 
“Earth mystics.”  The sense of rev-

erence for the Earth pervades The 
Flame, whose musical rhythms, 
especially drummings by a number 
of centers, create a noticeable cin-
ematic motif.   

 The film more than suggests 
that most of Crestone’s spiritual 
centers owe their existence to 
Hanne Strong, founder of Manitou 
Foundation which invited spiritual 
lineage holders in all the world re-
ligions to establish a center here.  
Yet, more deeply, Hanne was re-
cipient of a vision for the commu-
nity, an inspirational input that 
has dimensionalized Crestone and 
stands in direct correlation to the 
visionaries who have been guided 
to root their lineages here at the 
foot of the Sangres.  She carefully 
distinguished between the business 
of religion and spiritual mysticism.  
It was to lineages representing the 
latter that Manitou offered land.

 We feel from the film a 
charged atmosphere, a radiance 
that, collectively, is unmistakable.  
Thus is Mr. Owen’s 76-minute 
mirror an accurate and elevating 
reflector of original purpose—the 
intention that has centered both 
the work of Manitou Foundation 
and of Crestone’s spiritual centers 
to enact the original inspiration of 
their respective paths of return.  
Lineage holders and foundational 
spiritual masters presented in The 
Flame, via interviews and footage 
of the sacred activities of the vari-
ous centers, constitute a profound 
assembly of wisdom teachers, sag-
es, ecstatics, prophets, gnostics, 
yogis and avatars.  And yet the 
film, which emphasizes experience 
more than philosophy, is balanced 
and grounded enough to interview 
an early homesteader, a cowboy, 
veterinarian, national park offi-
cial, architect, local author, African 
dancer, townhouse manager, Tai 
Chi instructor, and the editor of 
The Crestone Eagle.  The highlight 
of historic vignette comes from Bet-
ty Skoglund’s memory of being in-
vited to bring her milk cow up the 
hill to the Haidakhandi Ashram, 
to milk it and let the milk spill on 

the spot where the 
temple is to be 
constructed, an es-
sential part of the 
inaugural building 
ritual.

 It is Elaine 
Johnson, owner of 
Crestone Mercan-
tile, a native whose 
family helped set-
tle our valley, who 
notes that “Peo-
ple love the town”; 
Tshering Dorji, 
owner of the De-
sert Sage Restau-
rant, shares that 
Crestone “is like 
back home” (Bhu-
tan); and a newly 
arrived inhabitant 
observes that in 
Crestone “you can 
just be yourself.”  
From Interfaith 
Week to interfaith softball to the 
world-famous Free Box, the an-
swer to a central question posed by 
the film, “Is there something here 
that can benefit the world?” gets 
answered by “Getting along with 
one another.”  A related yet darker 
question is immediately implied in 
the film’s epigraph—a Jawaharlal 
Nehru quote: “The only alternative 
to co-existence is co-destruction.”  
The response lies in the film’s sub-
ject: Hope resides in pursuing a 
spiritual life and the harmony of 
all spiritual paths of pursuit.  The 
gold to be mined, the film suggests, 
is inner rather than outer.

 While the order in which the 
spiritual communities are present-
ed seems random, Mr. Owen has 
definitely chosen to begin with the 
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram as 
it hosts a number of participative 
children, and has chosen to end 
with fine footage of a cremation 
at the Crestone End of Life Pro-
ject’s open-air cremation pyre.  The 
film’s actual finale is the replay of 
many onscreen faces smiling and 
the interviewees introducing them-
selves—suggesting that at the end 

we joyfully come to know the be-
ginning.  There is no sense in The 
Flame that those smiling possess 
a knowledge that others lack, only 
that their being here and practic-
ing in the way they do contributes 
to their happiness.  

 The title of Mr. Owen’s wor-
thy survey of Crestone provides the 
strong image of a fire that burns in 
all the traditions assembled here at 
the dead end of a road leading into 
breathtaking high country perfect 
for retreat.  The film’s tenor in-
spires us to pray that such harmo-
ny radiates the world over, that the 
flame of dedication burning in the 
hearts of these spiritual traditions 
never wanes, and, if it is true, as 
one of our healers suggests—that 
Crestone is the crown chakra of the 
world—that the light  permeating 
and surrounding all sincere long-
ing flame brightly here, drawing 
those who can be truly nourished, 
and showing how beautiful all dif-
ferences are made by the brilliance 
of their unity. 

The Flame: Finding Gold in Crestone   

For more information about this free class, call 530-2217.

HRRMC Joint Replacement Prep Class

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 4 p.m.
HRRMC second-�oor conference rooms

1000 Rush Drive, Salida

E. Andrew Jonassen, M.D.Robert Hunter, M.D.

If you are considering a hip, knee or shoulder replacement 
or are already scheduled for a joint replacement at HRRMC, 
this one-hour seminar is for you. 

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm

WE THANK OUR CUSTOMERS 
FOR SUPPORTING US FOR THE 

PAST NINE YEARS! 

WWW.MIRAGETRADINGCO.COM

IN  MOFFAT NEXT TO THE POST OFFICE

719-256-4357

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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book review 
by Mary Lowers
As with many multi-genera-

tional Coloradoans, I grew up on 
campfire stories of lost mines and 
encounters with large scary crit-
ters, particularly the grizzly bear. 
While attacks by bears in the Colo-
rado high country are considerably 
less than a century ago they still 
occur. A well written and fascinat-
ing new book, Grizzly Attack in 
Colorado: the Ed Wiseman Story 
by Deb Carpenter-Nolting, tells the 
tale of Crestone outfitter Ed Wise-
man’s 1979 near fatal mauling by 
what may have been the last griz-
zly in the state.

Carpenter-Nolting, a family 
friend of Wiseman’s, had unprece-
dented access from interviews with 
Ed Wiseman and his friends and 
family to sojourns to the incident 
site, west of Platoro Reservoir near 

Summit Peak, and use of Wiseman 
archives including pictures. The 
short easy-to-read volume is a well 
woven narrative which flows back 
and forth in time without losing 
the reader. This pattern gives the 
reader background while keeping 
the excitement going. 

Ed had been guiding a group 
of bow hunters into the wilderness. 
The whole party was excited, each 
hoping to return home with an elk 
and stories to feed their families on 
long winter nights. Mike Niederee, 
a young Kansas farmer, went off 
with Ed on horseback on the last 
day of the hunt. Mike was the only 
hunter who had not “been into elk 
all week”.  Ed took him to his “ace 
in the hole, his very best hunting 
spot.”  The two hunters split up try-
ing to “work the elk down” to the 
mountain meadow.

Mike was trying to rendez-

vous with Ed when he spotted a 
large brown colored bear which 
he managed to avoid. Awhile later 
the young hunter heard a “spine-
tingling scream” followed by a 
growl. Mike ran toward the sound. 
He found a large bear dead with a 
broken arrow stuck in her neck and 

calling out he heard the voice of his 
friend trying to get to the trail with 
a badly mauled and bleeding right 
leg and shoulder. While the angry 
bear chewed on his leg, Ed had 
somehow managed to secure an ar-
row he’d dropped and stabbed the 
bear in the neck, killing her and 
saving himself.

The dramatic tale of Ed’s res-
cue and hospitalization in Alamosa 
is punctuated by his arrest and in-
terrogation in his hospital bed by 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
for killing an endangered species.  
The story of the legal wrangling is 
almost as terrifying as the attack 
itself. Despite lots of time and mon-
ey spent on this incident, it still 
has not been proven there are no 
more grizzly in Colorado.

This book is available at the 
Baca Library and would make a 
great holiday gift for a history buff 
or hunter on your gift list. It runs 
about $15.00 and can be found at 
area book sellers—the Mirage in 
Moffat, the Crestone Mercantile, 
at Winterfest and the Saguache’s 
Holiday Bazaar.

Grizzly Attack in Colorado: 
the Ed Wiseman Story 

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8a.m to 7p.m. 

Happy New Year! 

With special thanks for your continued support! 
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Continuity and connectivity
by Burt Wadman
Most of us have a picture in 

our minds of what a library is. 
But let’s go back to a time before 
libraries existed. There was no his-
tory—or at least what knowledge 
there was of the distant past was 
shrouded in myth. 

History began with the idea of 
continuity, when the knowledge of 
the past was gathered together in 
one place, protected, and accumu-
lated for future generations. This 
was a revolutionary concept, and 
the spread of libraries in the an-
cient world marked the awakening 
of this great ideal, symbolized ulti-
mately in the Royal Library of Al-
exandria, which became a vibrant 
center of learning in the 3rd centu-
ry B.C., and remained the world’s 
greatest repository of knowledge 
for over 600 years.

The great libraries illumine 
the corridor of history—Alexan-
dria, Constantinople, Baghdad, and 
so many others. If we look back we 
see that libraries have chronicled 
humanity’s ongoing self-reflection. 
It is a contemplation that spans 
millennia, penned by countless 
authors, most of them unknown. 
Their contributions inform and im-
plicate us directly, and allow us to 
glimpse the grand sweep of our hu-
man journey. 

Along the way, libraries have 

undergone enormous changes—
changes that in their day were as 
dramatic as the invention of the E-
book. With each shift, the access to 
knowledge has mushroomed anew. 
It is remarkable that today we can 
speak casually of the idea that all 
knowledge of all time can be avail-
able to all people anywhere, in-
stantly, for free. 

Viewed in this context, we find 
ourselves at an exciting moment in 
Crestone. Access to information is 
exploding beyond the walls of our 
institutions to an amorphous and 
ephemeral “cloud”. Freed now from 
the burden of maximizing book col-
lections, libraries can stand instead 
as an open portal to the cultivation 
of literacy, the thrill of discovery 
and the passion for learning. 

Libraries will always be bas-
tions of freedom and sanctuaries of 
reflection. But today, at the same 
time that libraries are embracing 
the new technologies, they are si-
multaneously finding their place as 
community hubs, social crossroads 
and downtown anchors. The tim-
ing for this is perfect in Crestone, 
where the library can become the 
virtual “living room” of the com-
munity, and where the trajectory of 
our treasured heritage can success-
fully intersect with today’s revolu-
tion in social connectivity.

Library relocation update
by Sarah Koehn Frey
At the December 11 meeting of the Northern Saguache County Board 

of Trustees, the board approved architect Burt Wadman’s selection of 
Group 3 Planners, a library design company from Colorado’s Front Range. 
Group 3 Planners specialize in planning spaces for libraries that reflect the 
current needs of the community they serve—and take into account what 
the community will need in the future.  

Group 3 Planners will assist Burt Wadman and the library district in 
determining what our new library will require to provide excellent service 
to our community in the short and long terms.

First, they will help us create a vision for the library. This phase will 
involve several aspects: taking tours of other Colorado libraries; looking 
at how current materials are being used and the space they require; and 
identifying current and future staffing needs. There will also be a vision-
ing session with staff and the board to explore library trends and identify 
aspects that might be successful for our community. We will envision the 
best possible library—what the key services will be, what technologies will 
be required to support those services, what the collection will look like, and 
what physical building design aspects are important. Group 3 Planners 
will then assist with developing a strategic plan to translate the vision into 
specific goals, each with its own action plan.

Second, working closely with the architect, will be the building pro-
gram. This is the phase where all the data and requirements collected in 
the visioning phase will be translated into specifics: how much space each 
collection requires, how much space staff needs, how much space should be 
dedicated to community activities, etc. This will result in a building program 
report, which will be reviewed and approved by the NSCLD Board of Trus-
tees. This document will not show a specific layout of the future library, but 
rather will provide the concrete data needed to configure the space.

We will then begin site evaluations based on location and the data 
from the building program report. Once a site is selected, the schematic 
design phase will begin, with the end result being an architectural render-
ing of the future library.

The NSCLD and Burt Wadman are excited to begin this process, and 
welcome any questions, concerns or comments you may have regarding the 
future of the library. Please direct them to Library District Director Sarah 
Koehn Frey at 719-655-2551. 

Our iconic Kit Carson goes incognito with a head full of cloud. photo by Lori Nagel

SHAVANO IMPORTS 
& DOMESTICS

Serving all your automotive needs in the valley!
Hours:  Monday through Friday 8am - 5 pm

249 F Street, Salida
719.539.2195

Crestone Community acupuncture
WEDNesdays and Thursdays • 10am-3PM
Sessions $50 - appointment necessary

Private sessions available

719-480-3516L I  C  E  N S  E  D   M A S  S  A G E    T  H E  R  A P  I  S  T

256-5165

Keep It Simple. 
Do It Right.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Lisa Bodey
Playing games with your 

friends, adventure challenges, 
enjoying snacks, creating dance 
choreography, warm fires, doing 
the shimmy and deep discussions!  
These are just some of the things 
the Crestone Creative Council 
(CCC) offered in our new programs 
“The Pack” and “Bellydance Fu-
sion.”  They were such a hit that 
we will be offering new 8-week ses-
sions from January 13-March 3, 
2014.

Bellydance Fusion is a pro-
gram for girls 12 & older to teach 
students the basic movements of 
bellydance in a fun and engaging 
environment.  Lyndsay Duebber is 
our beautiful class instructor who 
brings much experience from her 
studies with Crestone Tribal Bel-
lydance.  We learned new dance 
moves, designed and practiced a 
choreographed dance and most 
importantly laughed and played 
with each other.  The class runs 
from 4:30-6pm, but the Communi-
ty Building will be open at 4pm to 
change and enjoy snacks.  Cost for 
the new Bellydance Fusion class is 
$40 per person for the 8-week ses-
sion.  Financial assistance is avail-
able for those needing scholarships.  
For more information, please con-
tact Lyndsay at 719-480-0822 or 
lyndsayrosed@gmail.com.  

The Pack is for boys ages 10-
16 years old and consists of games, 
challenges, and adventures to test 
your personal abilities and find 
your place in the pack!  The group 
spends time outside and also in the 
CCC meeting space which hosts an 
awesome air hockey/pool table, TV/
DVD player, art supplies, games 
and a sound system.  The group 
meets from 4-6pm, but come in any 
time you are available.  We would 
also like to invite older teen guys 
and adults to come serve as men-
tors by playing and hanging out 
with the boys.  There is no cost for 
this program, however, donations 
for snacks and refreshments would 
be greatly appreciated.  We are 
grateful for Mountain Ross who is 
coordinating this effort.  He can be 
reached at 304-638-3743 or cedar-
sdad@yahoo.com.  Come run wild 
with the pack!

Our intention with both pro-
grams is to foster confidence, self-
esteem, healthy relationships 
and increased body awareness.  
Healthy snacks and refreshments 
are served and a safe container is 
held to encourage deeper personal 
discussions on matters pertinent to 
each age group.

Our regular Awakening Art-
ists gathering will be held on Tues-
days from 4-7pm and this is open 
to all ages.  Bring any art/craft 
project you are working on or jump 
into the group activity of the even-
ing.  Council meetings and Open 
Hangout Nights for youth 13 & 
older are held every Thursday from 
4-8pm with dinner being offered to 
everyone in attendance.  All activi-
ties are at the Crestone Commu-
nity Building (old schoolhouse) at 
155 N. Cottonwood Street.

If you support the effort we 
are making to increase and im-
prove the programs offered to lo-
cal youth, please consider making 
an end-of-year tax-deductible do-
nation.  Donations can be sent to: 
Town of Crestone-CCC, PO Box 64, 
Crestone, CO 81131.  Happy New 
Year!

Crestone Creative Council
Running wild & dancing free!

by Ish
1/ Poetry: I gave this 4 stars out of 5 . . . it’s a 

South Korean film about a poetry writing class that in-
spires a relatively serene grandmother to open up to her 
surroundings and at that same time she is also hit with 
upsetting discoveries; she finds out her grandson was 
party to a horrific incident and the diagnosis of Alzhei-

mer’s disease.  She is left to undo the chaos of these emotional situations.
 H H H H

2/ The Hedgehog: In this beautifully rendered film an 11-year-old 
girl is tired of the hypocrisy she sees and has decided to commit suicide 
on her 12th birthday; however an unusual bond between the concierge 
(landlady) of the building and an elegant gentleman transforms her view 
on life and everything.  H H H H H

3/ Day of the Falcon: In the process of finding peace after a long 
and bloody war, two kings decide to declare a large piece of land as a 
neutral territory; but when oil is discovered one king breaks the treaty 
and begins drilling.   H H H

4/ Man on the Train: An old gangster arrives by train to a small 
French town to rob a bank, but soon discovers there are no rooms avail-
able to plan his crime.  He then takes up a kind offer of an elderly teacher 
to stay at his place and they soon find that they may have been better 
suited for the other’s way of life. H H H 

5/ Fringe: This is a series with 100 episodes (29 discs) but stream-
able.  I was fascinated by this one which takes place in the future and the 
Fringe division of the FBI uses experimental science to unravel many 
layers of mystery and paranormal events.  The “doctor” here is an old ge-
nius hippie who uses LSD and pot to work through brilliant discoveries 
and has some great humor and tenderness along with a number of series 
with Leonard Nimoy in it. H H H H H

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Open 1pm to 8pm, Closed Thursdays
Phone:   719-378-2807
Address:1991 Co. Rd. 63, Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

Brand New Laundry Facility Open to the Public
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by Kirk Banghart
It is an exciting time for stu-

dents, staff, and committee mem-
bers as planning for the new Mof-
fat PK-12 school moves forward.  At 
the community meeting Wednesday 
December 18 in the Moffat School 
Cafeteria, community members 
had the opportunity to meet with 
members from the district’s Design 
Advisory Committee (DAG) and 
the architects from RTA to discuss 
site placement for the new school.   
The DAG, along with community 
members, used scale models of the 
allotted square footage space, de-
termined by the grant for the new 
building, to brainstorm ideas about 
where to place the new school on the 
current school site.  “These activi-
ties allow us to better understand 
priorities and the direction the com-
munity would like this building to 
go,” said Doug Abernathy, Principal 
Architect for RTA.

The DAG and the Moffat Con-
solidated School Board of Education 
(BOE) have met with RTA three 
times prior to the community meet-
ing on the 18th.  The process began 
by doing a SWAT analysis of the 
school and then moved into discus-
sions of adjacencies and what needs 
to be included in the new building.  
The DAG will continue to meet with 
the architects from RTA once, every 
other week, until March.  The DAG 
consists of members from the valley 
floor and Baca/Crestone. 

The next part of the process is 

for RTA to take the ideas presented 
by the DAG and the community and 
narrow them down to three or four 
potential building layouts.  These 
conceptual ideas will be presented 
at the next community meeting on 
January 22 at 5:30pm in the Moffat 
School Cafeteria.  All community 
members are encouraged to attend 
and provide feedback to the team.

The timeline for the project is 
to have the general design and con-
cept completed by the end of March 
and for the Construction Docu-
ments to be completed by the end 
of May with construction starting 
in June.  The actual construction is 
slated to take up to twelve months 
to complete.  This will allow for 2 
months to move in and be ready for 
students in August of 2015. 

The BOE is in the process of 
hiring a construction manager and 
general contractor (CM/GC).  The 
CM/GC will be brought on dur-
ing the design part of the process 
in order to help determine cost of 
the design and have input into the 
constructability of the design.  The 
BOE has put out proposals and nar-
rowed it down to 3 finalists.  The 
final firm will be announced at the 
January 22 community meeting.  

The district’s Design Adviso-
ry Committee and RTA Architects 
look forward to seeing everyone at 
the next community meeting on 
January 22 at 5:30pm in the Moffat 
School Cafeteria. 

Moffat’s new school moves forward

Moffat School’s Winter Concert a success
The Winter Concert was well at-

tended!  Megan Shellabarger, Gretch-
en Haller and the preschool enter-
tained the crowd with the Reindeer 
Romp, while music teacher, Elaine 
Austin, and the elementary students 
sang Hush Little Baby, 5 Little Snow-
flakes, Frosty the Snowman, Merry 
Christmas, Winter Wonderland, Up 
on the Housetop and Jingle Bells.  
The middle school high school Rock 
Band, along with music teacher, Scott Swartz, literally rocked the house 
with Hotel California, Iris, Roger Rabbit and Johnny Cash’s song Jackson. 

Above:   (L-R) Michael Burns, Kristian Tran, Joedeelee Rigdon, Elaine Wellman, Nico 
Anzelc Tolian, Ellyon Williamson, Megan Gillespie and Jared Kubalak putting up the 
Christmas tree in the foyer. Happy Holidays from Moffat Student Council!   

Below:  Longtime friends—Mr. Frank Scott, retired Moffat 4th grade teacher, listened 
to all the little kiddos’ stories about what they wanted from Santa this year along with 

Mr. Dale Smith, current 2nd/3rd grade 
Moffat teacher and Master of Ceremo-
nies, who entertained the audience and 
kept the concert moving along. Thank 
you both for making this years’ concert 
extra special! 

Moffat kindergarten and first grade

Moffat preschool

Moffat second and third grades.

Moffat Middle and High schools rock band.

• Energy Healing • The Journey® 
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46 Camino Baca Grande

Dorje Root, 
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Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786  
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Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

High School Juniors: Win a Free Trip!

719-852-3538
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO 81144

www.slvrec.com
power@slvrec.com

Want to win the trip of a lifetime? That’s how prior year 
recipients of both the Washington D.C. Youth Tour and Co-
operative Youth Leadership Camp near Steamboat have de-
scribed their experiences. Talk to your school  counselor, call 
SLVREC or visit www.slvrec.com to learn more!
Applications are due no later than 5:00 pm, Thursday, January 23, 2014.
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by Michael Hayes
Our last month at the Cre-

stone Charter School has included 
a wonderful all school Thanksgiv-
ing celebration where staff and stu-
dents contributed to preparing the 
meal, the space and the blessing.  
Just a day before our celebration 
the whole school was treated to an 
Aztec dance and music group, Tzot-
zollin, planned by Crestone Perfor-
mances.  

   Our 4th and 5th grade class 
have worked with Robin Blanken-
ship and Earthknack on a trail that 
goes between the charter school 
and the community garden.  They 
just snuck in building an entrance 
to the trail at our playground be-
fore the weather turned wintery 
a few days later.  The class wants 
community members to bring items 

to decorate this entrance.
LINK students and adult ski 

and snowboard mentors have spent 
Fridays in December training for 
effectively working with groups of 
our younger students at Monarch.  
Starting in January, all students 
fourth grade and up will head to 
the mountain for our instructional 
ski and snowboard program.  All 
students in the program should be 
sure to square away their season 
pass, their personal clothing, and 
equipment before school begins in 
January.

In the few days before our 
well earned winter break,  LINK 
students are working diligently on 
creating an obstacle course, based 
on a Dr. Seuss theme, for our kin-
dergarten through eighth grade 
classes.    

Crestone Charter School news

Happy Holidays
from

Crestone Charter

School

students,

staff,

and community
LINK students preparing Whooville ob-
stacle course for the rest of CCS. 

All school performance by Tzotzollin, Aztec musicians and dancers.

A CCS Thanksgiving celebration 
tradition. 

LINK snowboard mentors training for Monarch Fridays that will start in January.

222 F Street, Salida CO  

719 539-4580
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Winter Hours: 
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☞ ☞

TM

Is a scholarship in your future?
Your electric cooperative offers several scholarships, including a 
4-year scholarship to Adams State  University. Talk to your school 
 counselor, call SLVREC or visit www.slvrec.com to learn more!

Applications for all scholarships are due no later than 5:00 p.m,  
Thursday, February 6, 2014.

719-852-3538  ·  800-332-7634
P.O. Box 3625

Monte Vista, CO 81144
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Zohar
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by David Nicholas
We have a federal budget, a 

real one, and the first since 2009. 
This was one of the few nice things 
that happened in DC during De-
cember. It was a bipartisan effort 
to get the job done. The bill passed 
the Senate 64-36, on December 18, 
after having passed the House 332-
94, several days earlier. The Ryan-
Murray Budget Bill passed largely 
because House Republicans realized 
that the 2014 midterm elections 
could give them quite a shellacking, 
including the possible loss of control 
of the House, if the perception of a 
“do-nothing Congress” continued 
into the new year and beyond.

Despite the ongoing attempt to 
attack the Affordable HealthCare Act, 
the 213th, labeled as a “do-nothing 
Congress,” was having traction. Bad 
enough that the Senate bi-partisan 
immigration bill—including the so-
called “pathway to citizenship”—lan-
guishes in the Congressional nether-
world, and has alienated the Hispanic 
vote from the Republican agenda.  So 
unless the GOP can appear more con-
ciliatory to the President in his sec-
ond year, they could lose big even in 
their traditionally moderate Republi-
can base, which still holds about 60-
70 seats in the House; but more on 
that another time.

Federal budget 2014-2016
The budget deal offended both 

left and right of the political spectrum. 
On the left, it excluded, and I do mean 
excluded, extending the unemploy-
ment benefit for another 12 months. 
The exclusion leaves many who have 
been unemployed for several years 
and those who have little hope of find-
ing work for various reasons, includ-
ing the major one of age discrimina-
tion, out in the cold for some time to 
come. On the right, the budget raised 
higher spending levels, compared to 
the sequester cuts that would have 
gone into effect on January 1. 

The reason why House Budget 
Committee Chair Paul Ryan agreed 
to this final version was that Repub-
licans wanted to increase defense 
expenditure, part of the traditional 
GOP agenda. However, to get that 
they had to agree to the Democrat-

ic agenda, 
which in-
c l u d e s 
heading off 
sequester 
rollbacks in 
education, medical research, and in-
frastructure investments (highways, 
bridges). 

In my view, the personal hostil-
ity of many Republican legislators 
toward the underprivileged and the 
un/underemployed has been a source 
of dismay and disappointment, be-
cause it points to a general trend by 
the government to shut out the poor 
from needed financial relief, a per-
ception reinforced by the next item.

Farm Bill 2013 & SNAP
The next on the block is the 

passage of the Farm Bill of 2013. The 
Senate did pass an updated farm 
bill, the Agriculture Reform, Food, 
and Jobs Act of 2013 in June, but 
that’s as far as it’s gone. It has yet to 
be acted upon by the House. At time 
of writing, House Republicans are 
saying that there will not be a farm 
bill until 2014 and for the time being 
the farm bill of 2008 is still in force.

The farm bill deliberations are 
separate from the federal budget, 
and it is one of those sacred cows 
that everyone ridicules.  But it still 
provides necessary relief and needed 
assistance for major sectors of Amer-
ica: farmers and the needy. 

Last year’s farm bill was with-
drawn by Senator Debbie Stabinow 
(D-MI, Chair of the Senate Agricul-
ture, Nutrition & Forestry Commit-
tee) because it struck the USDA’s 
SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program/Food Stamps) 
from funding. SNAP is back in this 
year, but it’s going to be fought on 
the floor and it faces funding cuts. 

If the Democrats (and Presi-
dent Obama in particular) decide it’s 
a fight they’re willing to take on (tak-
ing advantage of negative publicity 
for Republicans in an election year), 
it could pass. However, we will see 
and we will be watching.   

Light at the end of the eco-
nomic tunnel?

It was the last act of outgoing 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben Ber-

nanke to finally curb “Quantative 
Easing”.  This has been the Fed’s 
drastic economic policy since the 
chaos of the 2008 global financial 
crisis. In non-technical language, 
quantative easing is printing money, 
enough of it to support the dollar in 
international exchange, particularly 
enough to cover purchasing of bonds 
to the tune of $85 bn every month.

On December 18, Chairman 
Bernanke essentially said he would 
slow the printing presses to stop 
printing dollars and eventually 
end bond buying by reducing it by 
US$10bn a month. It’s a gradual 
phasing out of government support 
in an important segment of the fi-
nancial market and in two years or 
thereabouts the Fed will leave it to 
market forces of supply and demand. 

To quote the chairman, the 
reason for this major change by the 
Fed was, “Despite significant fiscal 
headwinds the economy has been 
expanding at a moderate pace, and 
we expect that growth will pick up 
somewhat in the coming quarters, 
helped by highly accommodative 
monetary policy and waning fiscal 
drag.” Further, Dr. Bernanke said, 
“The job market has continued to im-
prove with the unemployment rate 
having declined further.” 

The signal is that the Fed is bow-
ing out of applying strict fiscal policy 
because it no longer sees us going into 
either recession or depression and we 
are now steadily moving up from the 
abyss into a bright and sunny future. 
Amen, maybe. Fingers crossed.

So, with all this joy being an-
nounced less than two hours before 
the markets closed on Dec. 17, a week 
before Christmas, buyers went nuts. 
The Dow Jones Industrials surged 
300 pts, reaching an all time high of 
16,171 pts before closing at 16167.94. 

I would like to say more about 
how Dr. Bernanke stepped up and 
saved the US economy from going 
under. But he and his predecessor, 
Alan Greenspan, allowed the fi-
nancial abuse in mortgage trading 
to fester.  It almost brought the US 
economy to its knees.  They didn’t 
offer so much as a word of warning, 
although they knew what was hap-
pening. I’m not in mood to be mag-
nanimous. Sorry.

National security blues
Ah, the joy of spying on folks’ 

phone calls and emails to ensure 
our freedom by protecting us from 
possible terrorist threats. In a re-
port released by the White House on 
Wednesday, December 18,  following 
a meeting with President Obama, 
the five-member Review Group on 
Intelligence and Communications 
Technologies recommended new 
safeguards and limits on a variety of 
intelligence program.  These recom-
mendations included that call data 
be stored in the private sector—ei-
ther by a new entity, which would 
gather the information from phone 
companies, or by the firms them-
selves.

In a White House statement, 

President Obama did not weigh in 
on the substance of the panel’s pro-
posals, preferring to reserve his com-
ments until we the people have some 
time to digest it. The President is 
expected to make a statement on the 
report early in the new year. 

The report, “Liberty and Se-
curity in a Changing World”, is the 
first major administration policy 
response to former National Se-
curity Agency contractor Edward 
Snowden’s revelations about wide-
spread U.S. monitoring of communi-
cations overseas.

The website whitehouse.gov/
sites/default/files/docs/2013-12-12_
rg_final_report.pdf gets you a copy 
all of your own. 

The goals of the report are very 
far reaching and they do affect all 
of us wherever we are. It’s the lat-
est thinking on how the Obama Ad-
ministration sees the world and it’s 
worth the read. There are six goals 
it addresses:

1) Protect the nation against 
threats to our national security; 2) 
Promote other national security and 
foreign policy interests; 3) Protect the 
right to privacy; 4) Protect democra-
cy, civil liberties, and the rule of law; 
5) Promote prosperity, security, and 
openness in a networked world; and 
6) Protect strategic alliances.

The report is both high-minded 
and fair-minded, therefore much to 
be aware and wary of, at the time. 
See what you think.

Unemployment: the 7% so-
lution

November jobs statistics re-
leased in early December had the 
unemployment number at the bench-
mark level of 7.0%. This number, al-
though contested, hasn’t been at this 
level since before the 2008 crash. It’s 
another sign of improvement in the 
economy.

The State of the Union
The President will give his 

State of the Union address on Tues-
day, January 28. This one should be 
fun. No matter what he says, the Re-
publicans won’t give him any stand-
ing ovations and I don’t expect Mr. 
Obama to extend them any olive 
branches. It’s clear at this time of 
writing that the President is moving 
to the left after having dwelt at the 
center for five years, which has gar-
nered him brickbats more than the 
bouquets he thought he would get 
trying to work with Republicans to 
get things done. 

The speech will be geared to 
ensure Democrats can regain con-
trol of the House of Representatives 
and keep control of the Senate in the 
2014 midterms. Expect immigra-
tion reform to be high on the list if 
the Senate version hasn’t passed the 
House; the President will take credit 
for a steady and slowly improving 
economy; and he’ll add plenty of 
hope that Obamacare is overcoming 
its “teething problems” and people 
are starting to sign up.

The big controversy could be 
foreign policy. Obama faces bringing 

The Washington Beat
Year 2, the Obama 
second-term midterm blues
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Udall encouraged by NSA review group’s 
findings, urges president to reform 
dragnet surveillance program

Mark Udall, who serves on the U.S. Senate Select Committee on In-
telligence, released the following statement on the release of the report 
and recommendations of the President’s Review Group on Intelligence 
and Communications Technologies:

“I have only begun reviewing this 300-page report and its  recom-
mendations, but I can say that I am encouraged at what I’m seeing—
and I strongly urge the president to adopt them. The recommendations 
are sweeping, and they generally embrace the reforms that I have been 
advocating for several years, in many cases against vociferous opposi-
tion from the Administration,” Udall said. “In just the past week, we 
have seen a seismic shift in the movement for real surveillance reform. 
Combined with the ruling by U.S. District Court Judge Leon on Monday, 
today’s announcement only adds to the growing momentum for reform in 
Congress, in the courts and across the country.”

Among the report’s 46 recommendations are enacting legislation 
terminating the government’s storage of Americans’ phone records 
under Section 215 of the Patriot Act, greater transparency regarding 
surveillance authorities, prohibiting the government from conducting 
warrantless “back door searches” for Americans’ communications un-
der Section 702 of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, making the 
NSA director a Senate-confirmed position, and restrictions on National 
Security Letters authorities, among many other proposed domestic and 
foreign surveillance reforms.

“I applaud the panel’s overall approach, focusing on balancing 
national security, our right to privacy and rebuilding the public trust,” 
Udall added. “That trust has been undermined by overly intrusive do-
mestic surveillance programs and misleading statements by officials 
over the years. Although the devil is in the details, with its recommen-
dations, the president’s panel has taken an important step toward real 
reform of surveillance law to protect Americans’ constitutional freedoms 
as well as the ability of our intelligence agencies to collect information 
necessary to understand and guard against threats to national security. 
I urge the president to take these proposals seriously as he completes 
his internal review. Meanwhile, I will continue to push for meaningful 
domestic surveillance reform in the Senate.”

the troops home from Afghanistan 
with a final deal for a US military 
contingent to stay on unsigned by 
the carelessly inept President Har-
mid Karzai. Syria’s Geneva2 talks 
scheduled for January 22, likely to 
be a bust, if they take place at all; 
the Iran deal (which the GOP just 
loathes and detests) in its third 
month of six-month trial probation; 
the Mideast peace process on the 
skids no matter how much light you 
shine on angry Palestinians and ar-
rogant Israeli politicians and I do 
mean Bibi Netanyahu. 

There may be references to the 
following:

1) China contesting US mili-
tary power in the South China Sea 
with its air defense zone(s) which 
affront Japan and insult the Philip-
pines;

2) the controversial Trans Pa-
cific Partnership, a US-sponsored 
free trade zone which initially ex-
cludes China, but binds US allies 
in the region to a pact, the details of 
which very few have seen; and

3) the new US foreign policy 
priority, the Indo-Pacific focus.

It will be both high-minded and 
fair-minded, so there will be some-
thing to offend everyone.  

Affordable Healthcare web-
site

It’s getting better (but still not 
without its glitches) and the signups 
are increasing. The  White House 
spin machine is in full swing, work-
ing to drown out the negative pub-
licity campaigns the GOP and in-
surance companies are continuing.  
They are geared up for a constant 
attack campaign for most of the year 
until the 2014 midterms.

Timing is everything: Iran-
US relations

Of all the foreign policy back 
channel talk, one of the most inter-
esting is the Robert Levinson case. 
This story made to the New York 
Times front page, based on a story by 
Associated Press’ Matt Apuzzo and 
Adam Goldman, written three years 
ago but published in mid-December. 

Robert Levinson (a CIA contac-
tor, as it turns out) was arrested by the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guard at an 
Iranian holiday resort on Kish Island, 
located in the Persian Gulf in 2007.

Why it becomes interesting is 
that Levinson was a subject in the 
first phone call between President 
Obama and Iran’s President Hasan 
Rouhani, when the Iranian President 
attended the UN General Assembly 
in September. This was the first for-
mal contact between US and Iranian 
governments since 1979. Of all the 
things you might want to talk about 
among leaders talking for the first 
time, why was he a subject at all?

While it’s a long-standing tradi-
tion for intelligence agencies to ne-
gotiate with opponents and enemies 
to get their agents back, Levinson 
disappeared from the intelligence 
chatter and into captivity deep inside 
Iran’s intelligence apparatus. A brief 
video in 2010 released by Iran sig-
naled that he was still alive but since 
then there’s been nothing.

It turns out that Mr. Levinson’s 
specialty is bank money laundering.  
If he was tracking drug cartel money 
in and out of South America or Asia 
and tracing it through European 
banking institutions laundering bil-
lions in cash, it wouldn’t be unusual. 
However, citing the investigation of 
cigarette smuggling in Iran is a pau-
city of an excuse in my view. My sense 
would be that Mr. Levinson was 
watching bank transactions of Ira-
nian oil revenues and royalties. This 
is cash that was under strict western 
sanctions but up until very recently 
was being paid through sympathetic 
banking institutions, circumventing 
electronic transaction watchdogs and 
was deposited into Iranian coffers. 

It makes more sense to send 
someone with his expertise to look 
at electronic transactions and make 
sense of what those figures might re-
veal. Figures that move in the milli-
seconds it takes to transfer and bury 
a transaction in backdoor accounts 
away from prying eyes. Such a spy 
asset is worth negotiating back for 
repatriation, but again, why now?

Well, what if there was a mag-
nanimous gesture by Iran to release 
Mr. Levinson in light of the new di-
alog between the US and Iran? What 
does that do to harmonize this re-
newed relationship?

It would drive Israel’s Prime 
Minister Bibi Netanyahu crazy, for 
one thing, and make it harder for 
the Israel lobby in Congress to try to 
drive harsher sanctions against the 
Islamic Republic.  Such sanctions 
are likely to be the subject of new 
legislation in 2014. 

True, it’s speculation, but it’s 
happened before in the history of the 
Cold War and it can happen again. 
It’s worth watching to see how this 
might play out.

President’s year-end press-
er—Annus horribilis

The President’s year-end press 
conference on December 21 was a 
bit anti-climactic. Milquetoast in a 
word. Main message: “If you liked 
2013, you’ll love 2014.”  Un-huh. As 
he was off to Hawaii for his Christ-
mas vacation right after, it sounded 
like he was already there. With 54% 
of Americans not happy with the job, 
he is doing now according to the lat-
est NBC/WSJ poll the President did 
the chore.

Briefly, it went like this:
On his bad polling numbers. “. 

. . My polls have gone up and done a 
lot. I’ve run my last political race. So 
at this point, my goal is every single 
day is just to make sure that I can 
look back and say we’re delivering 
something, not everything because 
this is the long haul.”  

On the Affordable HealthCare 
Act/Obamacare rollout: “We really 
screwed up.”

On the trust issue, whether the 
President could be believed on any-
thing he said about the ADA when 
he kept changing the rules. “In a big 
project like this, that what we are 
constantly doing is looking—is this 
working the way it supposed to, and 
if there are adjustments to be made 

to smooth out there transition then 
we should make them.”

On the failure of the Congress 
to extend unemployment insurance 
before they left town and before it ex-
pires at the end of the year: “. . . Re-
publicans in Congress should have 
done [it] before leaving town this 
week, and that’s restoring the tem-
porary insurance that helps folks 
make ends meet when they are look-
ing for a job.”

On the debt ceiling negotia-
tions that will take place and put us 
through hellish news cycles of the ex-
cruciating back and forth. “. . . Given 
the pattern that we have been going 
through with House Republicans for 
a while, we might have needed just a 
little bit of a bracing sort of recogni-
tion that this is not what the Ameri-
can people think is acceptable.”

On the lack of progress on an 
immigration bill, which has stalled 
in the House. “We can get immigra-
tion reform done. We’ve got a con-
cept that has bipartisan support. 
Let’s see if we can break through the 
politics on this,” adding that “indi-
cations” are Speaker John Boehner 
may move forward early next year.

On the Iran deal. “On Iran, 
there is the possibility of a resolution 
to a problem that has been a chal-
lenge for American national security 
for over a decade now. And that is 
getting Iran to, in a verifiable fash-
ion, not pursue a nuclear weapon. 
Already, even with the interim deal 
that we struck in Geneva, we have 

the first halt, and in some cases, 
some rollback of Iran’s nuclear ca-
pabilities—the first time that we’ve 
seen that in almost decade.

“We now have a structure in 
which we can have a very serious con-
versation to see, is it possible for Iran 
to get right with the international 
community in a verifiable fashion to 
give us all confidence that any peace-
ful nuclear program that they have is 
not going to be weaponized in a way 
that threatens us or our allies in the 
region, including Israel.

“And as I’ve said before and I 
will repeat, it is very important for 
us to test whether that’s possible, 
not because it’s guaranteed, but be-
cause the alternative is possibly us 
having to engage in some sort of con-
flict to resolve the problem, with all 
kinds of unintended consequences.”

As I said, the President sound-
ed like he was already on vacation.

There was a question on Ed-
ward Snowden and fallout of the 
CBS 60 Minutes interview with Rick 
Leggett, who heads up the NSA’s 
task force on the whistleblower. Mr. 
Leggett heads up a taskforce on Mr. 
Snowden, presumably to curb the 
hemorrhaging from revelations that 
look like they will keep coming, but 
the President didn’t add anything 
further noting Mr. Snowden is under 
indictment and charged with crimes.

There was more froth and bub-
ble of little note in my view, but after 
about 65 minutes he was out of there.

And the beat goes on.
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 Aventa Credit Union. . . In Your Interest
Aventa has made a commitment to continue to communicate with Saguache County on a monthly basis through The Crestone 
Eagle. With the intent to keep open communication as to Aventa’s direction in Saguache County, we encourage you to email us 
your financial topics of interests, questions or comments to messages@aventa.com.  

          Center   Colorado Springs  Crestone  
          Pueblo   Saguache                    

      aventa.com 
      800.555.6665

Federally Insured by NCUA
Equal Housing Lender

Membership Qualifications Apply

Grow Your 
Money Faster

Aventa Credit Union offers some of the most competitive 
certificate rates in the area. Watch your money grow with 
these great rates:

Term APY*
24 month .90%
36 month 1.21%
48 month 1.31%
60 month 1.61%

But hurry! These great rates won’t last long! Call us at 
800.555.6665 or visit aventa.com for locations.

APY=Annual Percentage Yield. APY is accurate a sod 12.14.2013, please call 
800.555.6665 for current rates. Rates subject to change without notice. $10,000 mini-
mum deposit. Penalty for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings.

New Year’s Resolution...
Create a Budget Using MoneyDesktop

• Account Aggregation: Import all of your financial accounts 
(even those that aren’t with Aventa Credit Union) into one place.
• Budgeting: Create budgets based off your actual spending, 
income, debts, and expenses.
• Categorize Spending: Categorize and track spending from 
your various financial accounts.
• Financial GPS GuideMe: A GPS for your finances that keeps 
you on the path to financial freedom and well-being.
• Manage Debt: A customized plan just for you based off your 
debts, income, and budget.

Affordable Health Care Act 
Got You Stressed?

Aventa’s Insurance Marketplace Can Help.

The products and services described herein are offered by third party companies, not Aventa 
Credit Union. When you select these products or services, you are not conducting business 
with Aventa Credit Union. Non-deposit investment and insurance products are not feder-
ally insured by NCUA or any federal government agency, involve investment risk, may lose 
value, and are not obligations of or guaranteed by Aventa Credit Union.

• Choose from a variety 
of healthcare insurance 
plans from the nation’s 
leading carriers.

Find a customized plan that is right from you. To enroll visit 
aventa.com or aventamarketplace.com and fill out an application.

• Potentially save thou-
sands on premiums.

• Enjoy access to a 
knowledgeable and 
licensed agent.

• Aventa’s Insurance Marketplace also offers other insurance 
products including auto, life, home, dental, vision and supple-
mental insurance.

Is your goal in 2014 to 
improve your personal 
finances?  Having a bud-
get for your personal 
expenses and sticking 
to it is a great place to 
start. To help you man-
age your budget, Aventa 
offers MoneyDesktop, 
available within its Online Banking system. 
MoneyDesktop offers secure, easy to access personal financial 
management tools and empowers you to take control of your 
finances and manage all of your money from one place. 
MoneyDesktop offers:

Start the new year out right and take charge now to pay down 
your debt, track your spending and boost your savings. Simply 
log on to our Online Banking at aventa.com and click on 
MoneyDesktop.

Post holiday bills got you down? Aventa’s 
Signature Loan can help you win big 
by consolidating your holiday debt. We 
offer flexible terms with rates as low 
as 4.99% APR and unlike credit cards, 
when you consolidate your debt with a 
Signature Loan, you know exactly when 
your loan will be paid off. Simplify the 
payment process by signing up for 
payroll deduction.

A Signature Loan can also be used 
for taxes, home repairs, unexpected 
expenses or other household needs. 
Hurry! This great rate is available only 
until February 28, 2014. To apply, visit 
aventa.com or call 719.482.7600 or 
800.555.6665.

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. All loans subject to approval. Rate, terms, and conditions 
depend on qualifications. The maximum loan amount is $5,000 with a maximum term 
of 5 years. This offer is available for new loans only. Special offer ends 2.28.2014. For a 
$5,000 Signature Loan for a term of 60 months with a 4.99% APR, the monthly payment 
will be $94.33.  Federally Insured by NCUA. Must be a member or qualify for member-
ship to receive a loan. 

You’ll Score Big with a 4.99% APR* 
Signature Loan from Aventa

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:messages@aventa.com


by Mary Lowers
Historically, the San Luis Val-

ley has awed and attracted adven-
turous and independent souls since 
the first Neolithic humans came to 
hunt as the ice sheets retreated.

High peaks at the end-of-the-
road, brilliant blue skies, and crisp 
clean air that tastes like honey or 
the elusive taste of freedom are 
qualities that have drawn peo-
ple to the high mountains. Native 
Americans, citizens of Mexico and 
the newly founded United States 
explored, settled and fought for 
the territories we call home. The 
following are brief biographies of 

three very different men whose so-
journs into what is now southern 
Colorado and northern New Mexico 
illustrated and affected the course 
of our history.

Juan Bautista de Anza
Juan Bautista de Anza was 

a first generation New Spaniard 
born in 1736 to a family living on 
the northern frontier of the terri-
tory. As a young man he joined the 
army, rising rapidly to the rank 
of Captain by 1760. De Anza is 
known for his expeditions all over 
New Mexico, southern Colorado, 
Arizona and clear to San Francisco, 
California. He colonized and estab-
lished Catholic missions as he pro-
gressed. A consummate diplomat, 
deAnza more often then not made 
allies of natives. 

On August 24, 1777, deAnza 
was appointed Governor of the 
Province of Nuevo Mexico which at 
its northern reaches included the 
SLV. When he was established in 
Santa Fe he began to listen to citi-
zen problems. At that time the Co-
manche band led by the legendary 
Cuerno Verde (Green Horn), were 
raiding, killing, stealing horses, 
and generally raising havoc around 
Taos, Ojo Caliente, and the San 
Luis Valley. On August 22, 1779, 

deAnza with a force of 800, includ-
ing Pueblo and Ute allies, travelled 
north by the light of the full moon 
in pursuit of the Comanche. In a 
journal of this expedition written 
by deAnza as a report for Charles 
III the King of Spain, which can be 
read online, he describes his jour-
ney north guided through the val-
ley by the Ute: “we crossed a beau-
tiful marsh which we named San 
Luis.”

Pursuing the enemy north-
ward, the Spanish and their allies 
crossed Poncha Pass and went over 
the mountains (near where Hwy 24 
today comes out of the mountains 
around Manitou Springs). They cir-
cled Pikes Peak (which they called 
El Capitan),  three times and head-
ed south, finally catching up with 
the Comanche around Greenhorn 
Creek near Rye. The warriors of 
Cuerno Verde were outnumbered 
and defeated. The musk ox horn 
head-dress worn by the band’s 
leader was sent to Spain along with 
deAnza’s journal of the successful 
defeat of the Comanche. 

DeAnza was among the first 
of European descent to record and 
fully embrace his place in a new 
land. It was organically his home. 
He accepted and embraced the 
cultures around him. His writing 
speaks of his love for and admira-
tion of the land he travelled, not as 
a tourist from somewhere else, but 
as a native.

Thomas Tate Tobin
Thomas Tate Tobin was born 

in St. Louis, MO “the gateway to 
the west” on May 
1, 1823 to Bartho-
lomew Tobin, an 
Irish immigrant, 
and Sarah Autobees, 
thought to be a Del-
aware Indian. His 
older half-brother 
Charles Autobees, a 
well known “moun-
tain man”, returned 
to St. Louis rich in 
beaver pelts and 
stories of the wilder-
ness after being gone 
ten years. When he 
left in 1837, he took 
his fourteen-year-
old half-brother 
Tom with him to 
Taos, NM where he 
worked as a trap-
per and scout. The 
brothers worked for 
Simeon Turley at 
his mill and store 
near the present-
day village of Ar-
royo Seco.  Turley 
brewed the legend-
ary Taos Lightening 
Whiskey which he 
traded with great 

success for furs. Turley hired the 
brothers to take the furs on the 
dangerous journey to St. Louis 
where they traded for supplies for 
Turley’s store. While New Mexi-
cans at the time coveted the trade 
goods brought west from the US, 
the Mexican government had made 
it illegal to trade with Americans. 

By the end of the Mexican 
American War in 1846, Tobin had 
married Pascuala Bernal and was 
living in Arroyo Hondo, NM work-
ing for the Turleys. In 1847 the 
Taos Revolt against American 
rule led by Pablo Montoya (a Taos 

man of Spanish 
decent) and To-
mas Romero “To-
masito” of Taos 
Pueblo, caused 
havoc among 
Anglo residents. 
Governor Bent 
was shot with ar-
rows and scalped 
by angry revolu-
tionaries in front 
of his wife and 
children. A force 
of 500 attacked 
Turley Mills and 
Tobin and one 
other man were 
the only two to 
escape death.

E s c a p i n g 
the fiery mill, 
Tobin joined 
Capt. St. Vrain in 
rounding up the 
Taos insurrec-
tionists. Those 
not killed in bat-
tle were tried 
and hung. “To-
masito” Romero 
was assinated 
by US Dragoon 
John Fitzger-
ald while in jail. 
Tobin continued 
to act as a scout 

and guide in northern New Mexico 
and southern Colorado.  In 1863 
Col. Sam Tappen, commander of 
Ft. Garland in the southern San 
Luis Valley, commissioned Tobin to 
capture the murderous and elusive 
Espinoza gang.

Moving from New Mexico to 
the SLV in the 1860’s the Espino-
zas killed 30 Anglos in retaliation 
for family killed in the Mexican 
American War. No one had come 
close to catching them when Tobin 
was called in. Leaving the fifteen 
soldiers assigned to him back at 
camp Tobin trailed the gang back to 
their outpost and shot them; he de-
capitated the outlaws and dropped 
the sack full of their heads at Col. 
Tappens feet to prove he’d done the 
job. Tobin never did receive his full 
reward for the capture.

In 1876 Tobin was badly 
hurt trying to defend his daugh-
ter against her abusive husband. 
He never fully recovered from the 
attack. He’s buried in Ft Garland. 
Tobin represents the independent 
spirit and lack of attachment to a 
national identity, a wish to be in-
dependent that motivated many 
early Anglo immigrants to this 
beautiful place.

John Williams Gunnison
John Williams Gunnison was 

born a Yankee in Goshen, NH in 
1812.  Although educated in poor 
rural schools, Gunnison was accept-
ed into the US Military Academy 
at West Point where he graduated 
second in his class in 1850. Drawn 
by the wilderness that surrounded 
his young country, he quickly rose 
to the rank of captain  in the US 
Corps of Topographical Engineers, 
the crew who mapped new territo-
ries. The young captain honed his 
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Tom Tobin as an old man.  He’s buried in Ft. Garland.

Gunnison portrait early in his life.

One of the many statues honoring Deanza as an explorer.



This year begins in an auspi-
cious manner. Something unusual 
is taking place. The New Moon will 
be on January first at precisely 
4:14am. We have not had a New 
Moon on January first since 1995, 
before that there was a New Moon 
on January first in 1976. It doesn’t 
happen very often! Our New Year 
resolutions have potency for this 
year. With so many of us focusing 
our intentions on the same day, 
with the planets starting a brand 
new cycle on this day, we are given 
an extra thrust forward to achieve 
our goals. Jot down your goals for 
the year, and your resolutions, on 
this day. 

 January 1 the New Moon 
takes place at 4:14am with the 
Sun, Moon, Mercury and Pluto all 
close together in Capricorn, and 
all in challenging aspects to Jupi-
ter, Mars, Uranus. The conflict be-
tween small businesses making it 
or not and big corporations taking 
advantage of their power will be 
more obvious than ever before and 
the problems this has created. The 
year begins with a dynamic thrust 
forward to overcome personal re-
sentments, anger, and stagnation. 
The entire year is about what takes 
place on this day and the intentions 
we set in motion. This New Moon, 
new year, is all about change, tak-
ing a stand for principles and more 
demonstrations for humanitarian 
rights. This is a not a calm mellow 
year. There is strife, tension and dis-
comfort until we all get clear about 
what is most important and then 
stand for that and not settle for less. 
Toppled governments? Dictators be-
ing confronted? Yes, this is what the 
year of 2014 will be about. It’s just 
about impossible to be a couch po-
tato this year.

 January 1-2 the Sun is in a 
challenging aspect with Mars which 
brings about the need for action and 
can also signify conflict and danger.

 January 1-3 Mercury and 
Venus are aspecting Jupiter which 
says that people are having fun cel-
ebrating, yet overdoing it. It’s likely 
that you will not be feeling well af-
terwards. Too much of a good thing 
is just too much. Having fun to re-
lieve the tension is the underlying 
goal.

 January 3-5 there is hopeful 
energy swirling about due to an as-
pect between the Sun and Jupiter. 
Don’t allow yourself to expect too 
much as you will be let down. Mer-
cury and Venus are nicely aspecting 
Saturn, saying you need to define 
your part in how you will make 
things better. We each have an im-
portant role to play in the sympho-
ny of life. The New Moon on Janu-
ary first clearly points out this fact. 
We all are important contributors.

 January 6-8 Mars in Libra is 
in an awkward aspect with Jupiter. 
This aspect brings about the urge to 
do too many things and you end up 
resentful and exhausted. You’ve got 
energy. You’ve got goals. But, there’s 
too much to do. You probably ought 
to ask a friend to help you out.

 January 9-11 the Sun and 
Venus are in a positive aspect, with 
Saturn helping you to organize and 
follow the plan you’ve outlined for 
yourself. Friends are ready to help 
out and want to be able to be there 
for you. This aspect has to do with 
knowing who you can rely on, and 
appreciating them.

 January 11 Mercury enters 
into scientifically oriented Aquar-
ius. More technology will come out 
to move us more quickly into the fu-
ture. Mercury remains in Aquarius 
until March 17. From February 6-28 
Mercury will be turning retrograde. 
The other thing about Mercury in 
Aquarius is that you tend to think 
more about the future and are apt 
to receive intuitive flashes of inno-
vative genius which could become 
an invention to be patented if you 
were born with Mercury in a good 
aspect to Uranus, at birth.

 January 12-13 if you are a 
music lover or one who is inclined 
to write music and lyrics . . . then 
put everything else aside and allow 
the fine aspect between Mercury 
and Neptune to guide you into an 
altered state of creativity. Also take 
time out to relax.

 January 15 at 9:52pm the 
Full Moon takes place. Hopefully 
you have already jotted down your 
new year resolutions for 2014. The 
Full Moon has some stable energies 
supporting you to move forward this 
year towards financial security. The 
Moon is in Cancer and the Sun is 
in Capricorn, both nicely aspecting 
Saturn, the ruling planet of Cap-
ricorn. Saturn offers blessings of 
stability and security if you are will-
ing to face reality straight on. This 
means seeking advice and the help 
that you need rather denying that 
you need some help. 

 January 15-16 Venus is in a 
conflicted aspect with Mars. “You 
can’t always get what you want.” 
That song by the Rolling Stones 
hits the nail on the head. Addictive 
behavior wants to take hold of you. 
What do you do? This could project 
itself into a conflict with someone 
you care about rather than dealing 

with the issues within yourself. You 
want more love and attention. Mer-
cury is aspecting Uranus which can 
bring about intuitive flashes of ide-
as which need to be acted on. Your 
mind is eager to learn.

 January 17 your energy level 
is apt to be lower. Mars is in an awk-
ward aspect with Neptune which 
tells me that we all need to get more 
rest and boost our immune systems. 
Pollution levels might be higher.

 January 17-18 Mercury is in 
a favorable aspect with Pluto find-
ing you seeking a deeper level of 
psychological understanding in or-
der to accept and forgive what has 
occurred recently.

 January 19 making fun of 
others boomerangs back and hurts 
you while Mercury is in an awk-
ward aspect to Jupiter. Avoid gos-
sip. Think before you speak.  This 
aspect will speed up your mind. 

 January 19 is when the Sun 
enters into Aquarius at 8:52pm un-
til February 18. With the Sun in 
Aquarius your focus is on the future 
and how you can become even more 
thrifty with alternative ways of get-
ting by. Group endeavors that help 
to lift humanity is where you want 
to be.

 January 19-31 Jupiter is op-
posite Pluto which could be about 
laws changing that are outdated. 
We, the people must make our 
thoughts known.

 January 22-23 the Sun in 
Aquarius is nicely aspecting Nep-
tune in Pisces, inspiring you to be 
the best you can be so that your 
mere presence brings about a gen-
tle wave of peace. Singing in a choir 
would be uplifting.

 January 22-24 Mercury in 
Aquarius is in a positive aspect to 
Mars in Libra. This aspect encour-
ages you to write, teach, learn, or go 
to a couples’ retreat and learn bet-
ter ways to communicate with your 
mate. You’re mentally stimulated 
and ready to expand your knowing-
ness.

 January 23-25 funny this as-
pect comes about at this time with 
the above-mentioned on being so in-
credibly positive. This aspect, “Mer-
cury awkwardly aspecting Saturn,” 
is all about dealing with negative 
thoughts that have made an inroad 
and created a long term pattern of 
fearful thoughts. Worry, guilt and 
shame need to be dealt with in a lov-
ing manner rather than the old self-
critical way you learned from your 

parents. Do not allow your mind to 
take you into a downward spiral of 
negative thoughts.

 January 26-28 the Sun is in 
a highly positive aspect to Uranus. 
This aspect is all about individual-
ity and creativity. Bring new ideas 
to the table. Trust your intuition 
and do some writing to further 
what your intuition is nudging you 
to know. You know more than you 
think you do. Human rights are on 
your mind and there is something 
you can do, even if it’s just making a 
phone call to your Congress person 
and stating your opinion. Do it.

 January 28-29 with Mars 
in a positive aspect to Saturn you 
find that you want to become more 
organized and orderly. You’ve got 
more patience.

 January 30 the New Moon 
takes place at 2:38pm and a new 
cycle begins . . . This New Moon 
has the Sun and Moon in a positive 
aspect with Uranus, quite different 
from the aspects taking place on 
January first. We’ve moved into the 
position of confidence that we the 
people can make a difference and 
we are seemingly more committed 
to moving forward to take a stand 
for our principles honoring human 
rights for all. Carry your ideal vi-
sion with you always and don’t al-
low yourself to get discouraged.

 January 31 Mercury enters 
into psychically attuned Pisces and 
remains here until April 7. Using 
your imagination (image-in) can 
help to manifest that which we all 
deeply desire: peace, harmony and 
good will for all. Mercury in Pisces 
also has to do with the film industry. 
Don’t view negative films which of-
fer the subconscious horrible ideas 
about what could happen to us. The 
mass unconscious needs to hold a 
positive outlook on what we want 
to manifest. My image is of smil-
ing people dancing in a hand-held 
circle on top of a mountain with the 
sky clear and blue and sun shining 
brightly.

Ananur Forma lived in Cre-
stone from 1996-2003. Ananur 
lives on the rocky coast of Maine in 
Rockland which is 4 hours north of 
Boston, and a bit warmer because 
of the ocean. www.AstrologyWith-
Ananur.com, 207-594-2565. Ana-
nur is available for chart updates, 
progressions, transits, relocations, 
composites and comparisons and 
also friendly conversation.
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by Kim Malville
What’s in the sky this 

month?
January 2: Look for the 

thin crescent moon to the upper 
left of Venus some 45 minutes af-
ter sunset. 

January 3: A short but 
sweet Quadrantid meteor shower, 
lasting for a few hours just before 
dawn.

January 5: Jupiter is in op-
position to the sun in the constella-
tion of Gemini, rapidly moving ret-
rograde. It rises at sunset and sets 
at sunrise. The King of the Planets 

is truly bright.
January 14: Look for Jupiter 

just to the left of the full moon in 
Gemini

January 31: The very thin 
crescent moon will be close to 
Mercury at dusk low in the west-
southwest.

Comet Ison has died
Comet Ison has not become 

the great and wonderful comet 
we had hope for. Through no par-
ticular fault of its own, it was dis-
membered as it passed through 
the fire of the sun’s corona on 
November 28. Not only did it get 
within 700,000 miles of the sun’s 
surface, but it traversed the mag-
netic fields and streams of million-
degree hot electrons and protons 
of the corona.

Halley’s 
Comet and 
the Black Death

The ancient world viewed 
the heavens as an eternal realm 
where change could not occur. 
When comets occasionally ap-
peared they were often regarded as 
harbingers of doom. A recent study 
suggests at in A.D. 536 a piece of 
Halley’s comet broke away from 
the nucleus and slammed into the 
earth’s atmosphere, producing  so 
much dust that our planet suffered 
a major cooling, which may have 
been linked to world-wide drought 

and famine around 
the world. It is also 
speculated this cli-
mate change may 
have made the world 
susceptible to “Jus-
tinian’s plague” in 
A.D. 541-542, which 
was the first record-
ed emergence of the 
Black Death in Eu-
rope.  

These results 
come from ice cores 
from Greenland 
that reveal between 
A.D. 533 and 540 
the presence of large 
amounts of atmos-
pheric dust, not all 
of it coming from 
Earth. At the meet-
ing of the American 
Geophysical Union 

in San Francisco last month, the 
presence of “alien” dust in these 
ice cores was announced. Certain 
characteristics, such as high levels 
of tin, identify a comet as the origin 
of the alien dust. It was deposited 
during the Northern Hemisphere 
spring, suggesting that it came 
from the Eta Aquarid meteor show-
er, produced by material shed by 
Halley’s comet, which Earth plows 
through every April-May. But the 
dust of  a typical meteor shower 
cannot explain the global cooling 
event of 536-537, during which the 
planet may have cooled by as much 
as 5.4° Fahrenheit.  As you know, 
Halley’s Comet passes Earth every 
76 years. It appeared in our skies in 
A.D. 530 and was unusually bright. 

The nuclei of comets are typi-

cally covered with a layer of dark 
tar. A few holes in this dark layer 
allow sunlight to strike ice under-
neath and produce, by sublimation, 
jets of gas and dust. The photo-
graph of Comet Hartley taken by 
the Deep Impact Space Craft shows 
a dark, irregular object with jets of 
gas. Hartley is only 1.2 miles long, 
while the nucleus of Halley’s comet 
is some 9 miles long. These dirty 
ice balls are fragile objects, and it is 
easy to imagine a fragment break-
ing off. It is speculated that such 

a portion broke off, exposing fresh 
ice and producing a brighter com-
et. It’s unclear where exactly this 
comet chunk may have hit Earth. 
A comet fragment just 2,000 feet 
wide could have caused the 536-
537 cooling event if it exploded in 
the atmosphere and its dust was 
spread evenly around the globe. 

Not all appearances of Halley’s 
Comet were considered dangerous 
and evil. A considerably more be-
nign view of the comet is found in the 
painting by Giotto, “The Adoration 
of the Magi”, where Giotto appears 
to have fashioned the Christmas 
star after the brilliant appearance 
of Halley’s Comet in A.D. 1305.

Machu Picchu’s Sacred Sisters
I’m delighted to report that 

the archaeologist Gary Ziegler and I 
have just published a book on the ar-
chaeology and astronomy of the Inca 
world:  Machu Picchu’s Sacred Sis-

ters: Choquequirao and Llactapata—
Astronomy, Symbolism, and Sacred 
Geography in the Inca Heartland.  
We describe it as a combination of ex-
treme archaeology and deep astron-
omy. The “deep” astronomy means 
that we try to relate astronomy to 
the intricacies and complexities of 
Inca culture. The book describes the 
exploration of a number of previ-
ously unknown Inca sites, including 
the sun temple at Llactapata, which 
we located in 2003 in the cloud forest 
overlooking Machu Picchu. 

The son of Pachacuti, the 
founder of the Inca Empire and the 
builder of Machu Picchu, wishing 
to outdo his father, built his own 
version of Machu Picchu at Cho-
quequirao at a similarly dramatic 
location, overlooking  the deep can-
yon of the Apurimac River.  For the 
Inca it would have been a 7-10 day 
walk westward from Machu Pic-
chu to reach Choquequirao. Today, 
it can also be reached in two days 
by descending 5000 feet into the 
Apurimac River and then climb-
ing back up again. The walk from 
Choquequirao to Machu Picchu has 
recently been described in the lively 
book Turn Right at Machu Picchu 
by Mark Adams. Just this year the 
Peruvian government announced 
plans for a 5km aerial tramway to 
span the Apurimac gorge, and Cho-
quequirao may become another ma-
jor destination for visitors to Peru. 
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The Adoration of the Magi and Halley’s Comet of 1305. 
 painting by Giotto

The last hours of Comet ISON.  photo compliments of NASA

The black nucleus of Comet Hartley.  photo compliments of NASA

342 Santa Fe Ave.   •   Alamosa, CO 81101   •   (719) 589-9228
Fax: (719) 589-0319   •   info@oandvprinting.com   •   www.oandvprinting.com

mailto:info@oandvprinting.com
http://www.oandvprinting.com


Page B-4 • The Crestone Eagle • January, 2014 www.crestoneeagle.com

by Bea Ferrigno
Last month’s meeting of the 

Rio Grande Interbasin Roundtable 
(RGRT),  held on the 12th in Alam-
osa, included a presentation on the 
Closed Basin Project (CBP) so that 
RGRT members could have a better 
understanding of fundamentals in 
the Rio Grande basin.  The so-called 
Closed Basin is separated from the 
Rio Grande river by a hydrologic di-
vide so that surface streams in the 
basin do not reach the river, though 
recent studies have detected some 
undergound interaction near it.  At 
the time the project was first con-
templated, flood irrigation was in 
use and surplus surface water was 
considered wasted by evaporation. 
The purpose of the project was to 
salvage an estimated 100,000 acre 
feet of water each year and trans-
mit it to the Rio Grande in order to 
meet Compact obligations and to 
supply the Alamosa National Wild-
life Refuge. 

As early as 
1900 the Depart-
ment of the In-
terior conducted 
a study of the 
San Luis Valley 
Seepage Project.  
Design studies 
for the CBP were 
carried out in the 
1950s and 1960s, 
construction was 
authorized in 
1972, and the  
project was built 
by the Bureau of Reclamation in 
phases from 1986 to 1993.  With-
in the Closed Basin area of 2940 
square miles, the CBP consists of 
196 square miles with 170 shallow 
salvage wells, although 34 of them 
are no longer in use. There are also 
numerous observation wells, pipe-
lines, and a lined canal. The project 
never produced 100,000 
acre feet in any year; since 
2000 the average produc-
tion has been about 17,000 
acre feet of which 2,500 go 
to the Alamosa NWR, 800 
to Bureau of Land Man-
agement wetlands, and 
the balance to meet Rio 
Grande Compact obliga-
tions.

The CBP operates 
under  restrictions intend-
ed to prevent the water 
table in the surrounding 

area from dropping more than 2 
feet as a result of project pumping.  
Many project wells in the north-
west and western areas have been 
shut down because the water table 
fell, but that began before the CBP 
was built and is attributed to ir-
rigation wells.  Surface elevation 
studies have shown that the sump 
area, formerly near San Luis lake, 
has moved toward Center.

SNOTEL update
The Roundtable meeting 

opened with an agreement to fund 
manual SNOTEL courses that were 
about to be cancelled by the Na-
tional Resource Conservation Ser-
vice (NRCS) due to pending budget 
cuts. One day later, however, Sena-
tor Mark Udall and the NRCS an-
nounced that means to maintain 
the program through August 2014 
had been found. SNOTEL data is 
essential for estimates of water 
supplies, as most of the valley’s wa-

ter comes from 
snowpack in the 
Sangre de Cristo 
and San Juan 
mountains. As 
of December 19, 
snowpack in the 
Rio Grande ba-
sin was at 116% 
of normal for the 
date, largely due 
to heavy snow in 
November.

The Colo-
rado Water Con-
gress Convention  

will be held in Denver January 29-
31, three full days of seminars and 
workshops.  The keynote address 
will be given on the 30th by Da-
vid Schorr, author of The Colorado 
Doctrine: Water Rights, Corpora-
tions and Distributive Justice on 
the American Frontier. Details are 
at www.cowatercongress.org.

Closed Basin presentation at Nov. 
Rio Grande Roundtable meeting

Complete Automotive, Light Truck & 4x4 Service 
with the Latest in Diagnostic Equipment

Jeff Escheman, Owner
6778 S Hwy. 17   •   Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-5489   •   (719) 589-1749
587-9055 (Fax)

Rio Grande Motor Parts Co

5 QTS OF CARQUEST OIL AND
A CARQUEST RED OIL FILTER
CONVENTIONAL OIL  $15.99

SYNTHETIC OIL  $19.99
MOST CARS AND TRUCKS$10 OFF 

PURCHASE OF
$100 OR MORE

WITH THIS 
COUPON

Mon-Fri: 7:30am-5pm
Sat: 7:30am-1pm

302 State Avenue, Alamosa, CO
719.589.2501

Water Tables.

Post well pumping depletion. 

Continuous well pumping state of depletion.

Confined vs. unconfined aquifers.

Water budget.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.cowatercongress.org
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During the holiday season, 
many families face the added ex-
pense of gifts and festivities in addi-
tion to a noticeable increase in their 
monthly heating bills. This winter, 
Colorado’s Low-income Energy As-
sistance Program (LEAP) wants all 
Colorado families to know that small 
changes in energy usage habits can 
result in significant savings to home 
heating costs.

LEAP is a federally funded pro-
gram that provides cash assistance 
to help families and individuals pay 
a portion of winter home heating 
costs. The program pays the high-
est benefits to those with the highest 
heating bills and lowest incomes by 
family size.  Applicant income can-
not exceed 150% of the federal pov-
erty level, which equals $2,944 per 
month for a family of four. According 
to Aggie Berens, LEAP manager, the 
average LEAP benefit is estimated to 
be $425 per household. To date, more 
than 50,000 Coloradans have applied 
for LEAP this season.

“Families in Colorado and 
across the United States may be af-
fected by the rise in heating costs 
this year,” said Berens. “But there 
are small steps families can take to 
manage or reduce their heating bills 
with minimal impact on their day-to-
day lives.”

There are many free ways to 
save money on energy bills this win-
ter. These include:

• turning down the thermostat 
at night or when you’re not home;

• taking advantage of Colora-
do’s 360 days of sunshine and letting 
the sun into your home by opening 
blinds and curtains in the winter;

• turning down the tempera-
ture on the hot water heater to 120°;

• closing the fireplace damper 
when not in use;

• checking the furnace filter 
once a month for cleanliness; and

• ensuring that the furnace 
ducts are clear of all objects.

When minor changes to a home’s 
energy efficiency are not enough and 
costly repairs are needed to properly 
keep a family warm, LEAP eligible 
households may also qualify for the 
Crisis Invention Program (CIP) and 
the Colorado Energy Office’s Weath-
erization Program. The CIP operates 
year-round and provides assistance 
with a home’s primary heating source 
such as a furnace or wood-burning 
stove. The Weatherization Program 
improves the energy efficiency in 
homes throughout Colorado, thereby 
permanently reducing heating costs.

To qualify for LEAP, applicants 
must be responsible for paying heat-
ing costs directly to an energy pro-
vider, fuel dealer, or as part of their 
rent; be a permanent legal resident 
of the United States and Colorado, 
or have household members that are 
U.S. citizens.

LEAP applicants must provide 

a copy of valid identification and a 
completed affidavit indicating that 
they are lawfully present in the Unit-
ed States. Valid forms of identifica-
tion include, but are not limited to:

1. Colorado Driver’s License or 
Colorado Identification card; or

2. United States Military Iden-
tification Card or Military Depend-
ent’s Identification card; or

3. United States Coast Guard 
Merchant Mariner card; or

4. Native American Tribal doc-
ument.

As defined by the Colorado De-
partment of Revenue, other forms 
of identification may be accepted as 
well. For more information on law-
ful presence requirements, contact 
the DOR or visit www.colorado.gov/
revenue.

The State of Colorado also of-
fers a rebate of property tax, rent, 
and heat expenses to low income sen-
iors and disabled persons.  Known as 
the Property Tax/Rent/Heat Credit 
(PTC) rebate, the maximum property 
tax rebate is $660 and the maximum 
heat expenses rebate is $192.00.  The 
rebate is administered by the Colo-
rado Department of Revenue.

Please visit http://1.usa.
gov/1i1hF4O for more information 
and the rebate application booklet.

Completed LEAP applications 
can be faxed, mailed or delivered to 
the appropriate county office. Poten-
tial program applicants may obtain 

an application through the following:
· Call 1-866-HEAT-HELP (1-

866-432-8435) to have an application 
mailed.

· Visit any county department 
of social/human services across the 
state. To locate your county’s office, 
visit the program’s website at www.
colorado.gov/cdhs/leap.

· Download and print an appli-
cation from www.colorado.gov/cdhs/
leap.

To find out if you qualify for 
LEAP, call toll free 1-866-HEAT-
HELP (1-866-432-8435) or visit www.
colorado.gov/cdhs/leap to view the 
most current program application re-
quirements.

Save on your home heating 
costs this winter with LEAP

TM

Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

719-852-3538 
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO  81144

www.slvrec.com 
power@slvrec.com

If you are having a hard time paying your electric bill, call SLVREC 
right away. We might be able to help—but only if you call before 
you miss a payment. We can’t help if we don’t know! Significant late 
charges can accrue on past due accounts. Call now if you need help!

Need heating help?

Talmath Lakai • (719) 588-8276 • future@newgenenergy.com

New 
 Gen 
Energy

Plus, you can use 
the 30% tax credit!

Visit energystar.gov

2-collector domestic hot water solar system 

Starting at $7995 for roof mount.
Includes: 2 collectors, racking,  
80-gallon high performance tank,  
pump station, glycol, piping, 
controller, & warranteed installation.

Come hang out
with us

719.221.1301

San Luis Valley
Federal Bank

401 Edison Ave.
Alamosa

3415 Mariposa Ave.
West Alamosa

330 Solar Ave.
Monte Vista

www.slvfed.com

Wishing You the
Peace of the Season

http://www.colorado.gov/
http://1.usa
http://www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap
http://www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap
http://www.colorado.gov/cdhs/
http://www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap
http://www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap
http://www.slvrec.com
mailto:power@slvrec.com
mailto:future@newgenenergy.com
http://www.slvfed.com
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Completely off grid on 40 acres. Home. 
Gas stove, gas refrigerator, dishwash-
er, microwave, pecan custom cabinets, 
breakfast nook, and lovely formal dining 
room. Spacious living room with wood 
stove, 2 bedroom, 2 bath.  Call Shirley 
on 678163R.  

Each Office is Independently Owned & Operated. 

 Terry Smith  
Broker / Owner               

Shirley Motz          
Broker                                                           

Well constructed beautiful home with 
additional 437sq. ft. Studio apt. with 
full bath, kitchen, and deck, and 475 
sq. ft. light filled Artist Studio. Call 
Shirley on 680249R 

Large home 6 bedrooms, 3 baths. 
Open and spacious, would make great 
retreat for a group. Several areas 
could be used for meetings, etc. New 
hardwood floors in most of the home. 
Creek and very private setting. Call 
Shirley on 680925R 

 Walking distance to Dharma Ocean 
Institute-High up on the mountain with 
amazing panoramic views of moun-
tains from upstairs deck. Beautifully 
treed lot with screened porch to enjoy 
the wildlife, and a greenhouse for the 
gardener.  Call Shirley on 678174R 

5 acres with north Crestone creek 
running through it just north of the 
town. With a 960 sq. ft home secluded 
near the creek.  About 200 feet of 
creek with property on both sides of 
the creek.  Call Terry on 681507R 

Available 7 days 
a week to serve 
you!  
719-256-4444 
34 Camino Baca 
Grande  
Crestone, CO 

Lovely contemporary home on 8 acres. 
Creek runs thru the backyard, green-
house, studio apt., open floor plan, 
exceptional price for this beautiful 
property. Call Shirley on 673795R 

Great 5.25 acres for your horses or 
dogs. Backs to willow Creek greenbelt 
for trail riding. Thoughtfully built straw-
bale, 3 BR, 2 BA home with lots of 
adobe finishes. Comfortable living 
space along Willow Creek greenbelt. 
Call Shirley on 600356R 

One level ranch, close in to new Charter 
School, on paved road. Home has been 
newly remodeled with fresh paint, 
hardwood floors, new ceiling fans, and 
both bathrooms have been updated with 
new fixtures. Call Shirley on 680230R 

Lovely contemporary styled 2 story 
with expansive views from the upstairs 
porch. Priced well below the last 
appraisal, seller is out of country and 
says "sell!" Downstairs is Call Shirley 
on 674420Rset up as a separate 
residence.  

5 bedroom 3.75 bath home with 
additional room off Master suite. Nice 
open living room with cozy fireplace. 
Kitchen has great pantry, and plenty of  
cabinet space. Attached 2 car garage 
with storage and extra bathroom. Call 
Shirley on  676577R 

PRICE REDUCTION: Established 
B&B Retreat Business. Property 
features Main house w/ 2 queen 
bedrooms, and exquisite Master Suite 
w/ separate entrance. Cottage in-
cludes kitchenette. Call Shirley on 
666804R. 

$495,000 

Dara Blumenhein 
Broker  

 
 

The kitchen features, concrete coun-
ters, with all appliances, and separate 
dining, and living room area. 2 spa-
cious bedrooms, and bathrooms with 
custom vanities. and jetted shower in 
the master bath. Call Shirley on 

Superbly constructed monolithic dome 
with R-60 energy efficiency.. Spacious 
5 bedroom, 2 bath home with comfort-
able and spacious living area. De-
tached, insulated and heated garage/
workshop/studio. Call Shirley on 
678507R 

We will be relocating to downtown Crestone to better serve our clients.  

$385,000 $249,000 $289,000 $259,500 $299,500 

$239,000 $239,000 $199,000 

780 Palomino Way-Bruce and Nancy Mcgrath 
3713 Enchanted Way-Mark Delp and Valerie Carter 
3435 Graceful Ct.-Michael Pacheco and Laura Karnes 
4179 Rarity Way, Lots 1, 2,  & 9 Blk 42 Town of 
Crestone-Paricher Adli 
1297 Moonlight Way-Henry Drumwright 
2684 Happy Hollow Way-Carole Landess 
3862 Cordial Way-Kalomo and Tiffany Johnson 
1188-Hilltop Way-Edward Sbarbaro 
1618 Willow Creek Way-Dan Sizemore 
1553 Forest Hills Overlook-Antone Yelek 
4308 Rambling Way-Kelly and Sergey Noskov 
2721 Happy Hollow Way-Michale Hayes 
397 Stahorn Rd.-Peggy Borden                                  
3866 Jubilant Terrace-Andrew Campagnola 

Grants Lots 105, 106, 131, 132-David Vermont and 
Aaron Juchau 
1290 Deer Dale Trail-Joseph Heilig 
233 Rainbow Trail Trout-Alexander Filsinger 
1375, 1376 Saddle Rock Trail-Thomas Shultz and 
Debra Willis 
948 Ridgeview Way-Stephen Reynolds 
629 Rams Horn Rd.-Suzette Osei and Veronica Listl 
410 Moonlight Way-Brett and Kristin Hanson 
1380 Chaparral Way-Natasha Torres 
138 Camino Del Rey-Haley and Robert Marcus 
31 Sunset OL-Lynn Cotton and Michael Arthalony 
3462 Splendid-Charlene Johnson 
TBD CR 71-Per Jorgelin                                           
1538 Spanish Creek-Timothy Miller 

356 Chaparral Way-Martha Shoup 
2306 Mountain View Way-Parke Hess Revocable Trust 
526 C –Sonja Hilman 
34058 Hwy 285-Alan Yarmark 
TBD CRB-Margot Williams 
1716 Willow Creek Way-Arthur Hanlon 
621 Panorama-Emily Hall 
622 Panorama-Ronald Gildea 
1607 New Meadow OL-Jane Kuan 
314 Staghorn Rd-Sean Cavagnaro 
933 Moonlight-Elevations Credit Union 
2139 & 2140– Big Ranch Overlook 
776 & 777 Cottonwood  Overlook-Michael and Martha 
Volchok 
 

High up on mountain strawbale home 
with efficient in floor radiant heat, and 
solar hot water 2 bedrooms 2 baths 
makes it the perfect retreat size 
home. Lots of light, and great views 
from the upper decks. Call Shirley on 
684075R 

$334,500 

Creek meanders thru this 2.72 acre 
lot. New builders home has lots of 
upgrades. Including fireplace in 
Master Suite.,3 bedrooms/ 2 baths, 
open floor plan. Kitchen features gas, 
range, dishwasher, disposal. Call 
Shirley on  685498 

Beautiful 3 bed room 2 bath home, 
designed by architect  
Ross Chapin. Bright sky lights, large 
windows, high ceilings  
and big closets. Walking distance the 
Charter School!  
Call Dara on 683599R 

Walking distance to town and the 
Charter school. Great 3 bedroom 2 Bath 
house designed by Ross Chapin. 
Spacious rooms, large closets, high 
ceilings, sky lights, and beautiful balco-
ny views of the Sangre De Christo 
Mountains.  Call Dara on 684188R 

Newly remodeled down town duplex, 
great for residential or commercial 
use. 
Close to Charter School, 5 bedroom 2 
bath. Spacious living rooms and 
kitchens. Call Dara 

$165,000 

$179,900 $195,000 

$239,000 $218,000 

$179,000 

$179,000 

$229,500 

This home has 40 acres with Artesian 
Well. The barn has several stalls and 
storage. The lovely home has 3 spa-
cious bedrooms and 3 baths. The 
Master Suite has a huge walk-in closet, 
and a  newer bathroom addition. Call 
Shirley on 684796R  

Complete remodel on this home in 
2011, new windows, roof, exterior 
siding, and interior remodel. Very retro 
modern design, features 4 bedrooms 
and 2 baths on nicely treed lot in The 
Baca Grande. Call Shirley on 
685247R 

$188,500 $198,000 

The perfect retreat home, 3 bedrooms, 
2 baths, with a larger Master in the 
upstairs loft. Living room has wood 
burning stove. Kitchen features built in 
range, oven refrigerator, and dish-
washer. Nice back deck, and a front 
porch. Call Shirley on 685060R 

This 2 story stucco home has 3 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths. Open kitchen with 
pantry area, appliances include gas 
range, refrigerator, microwave, & 
washer, dryer. Master bedroom 
features walk-in closet, master bath. 
Call Shirley on 670054R 

$39,500 

This property has great state Hwy frontage. The popular 
Villa Grove Trading Post is next door, with weekly enter-
tainment, and restaurant. This would be a great location for 
retail/ gift shop/ gallery. With a little renovation, this could 
be a great property. Call Shirley on 685073R 

COMMERCIAL BUILDING 

$189,000 

New roof, new carpet, new paint on this 
bank owned manufactured home on 1 
acre of land in Lazy KV subdivision. 
Spacious living Room, and open kitch-
en, adjoins the separate dining area. 
Large Master bedroom. Call Shirley on 
685243R 

$62,900 

Nice open floor plan, with spacious 
kitchen, separate dining room, and 
wood burning stove. Property sold as-
is, without repairs, warranties or 
representations. Property will be 
conveyed via Quit Claim Deed Call 
Shirley on 686116R 

$79,500 

$199,000 

$58,900 

Great price for Casita Park-walking 
distance to the Library, tennis courts, 
golf and restaurant. Nice stucco finish.  
Property sold as is, without repairs, 
warranties, or representations. Property 
will be conveyed VIA Quit Claim Deed. 
Call Shirley on 686274R 

$125,000 

Nice home on 1.468 acres on cul-de-
sac. Home is set up as 2 units, with 1 
bed/1 bath on each floor, and separate 
kitchen and laundry facilities. Large 
pantry, storage room, sunroom, and 
nicely landscaped with fenced gar-
dens. Call ***1-888-229-2208*** for 
showing instructions. Call Shirley on  
686849R $27,000 

Great rural property for horses, 
greenhouse, etc. Mobile home needs 
TLC but backs to farmland and great 
views of the Sangre De Cristo mtn. 
range. Great project for someone, or 
rental potential. Commute to Mon-
arch Ski area. Property to be sold as 
is, without repairs, warranties, or 
representations, or representations. 
Property will be conveyed VIA Quit 
Claim Deed. Call Shirley on 686277R 

$29,500 

Great buy for the horse person or 
someone who wants a greenhouse. 
Detached garage could be barn or 
greenhouse. Easy drive to monarch 
Ski area. Home needs TLC,  large 
living room separate dining and 
large kitchen. Home is sold as-is, 
without repairs, warranties, or 
representations. Property will be 
conveyed by a Quit Claim Deed. 
Call Shirley on 686739R 

Beautiful and bright 2,115 sq home 
featuring 3 bedrooms, 1.5 baths 
upstairs and 2 bedrooms, 1 bath 
down stairs. Wood stove, radiant 
heat, lots of storage, beautiful track 
lighting, light fixtures and tile work. 
Call Dara 

$205,000 

Great ranch style home with 
oversized 3 car garage, barn, horse 
fencing, storage trailer, and loafing 
sheds. Home features 4 bedrooms 
3 baths, sunroom, office, and large 
living room. Spacious modern 
kitchen, large Master bedroom 
with adjoining master bath, garden 
tub. Panoramic Sangre De Cristo 
views, and nice neighborhood. 
HUD homes are sold "As Is". To 
submit offers visit HUD Home 
store, case # 052-533997 managed 
by MMREM Call Shirley on 
687275R 

 

$120,000 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Leigh Mills
We have a small, unheated 

greenhouse on our off-the-grid 
homestead.  It’s attached to a south-
facing section of our house, and 
we’ve been growing salad greens, 
basil, and other plants in it for about 
7 years.  It’s not a fancy greenhouse, 
but it’s built well enough that I can 
grow salad greens during the cold, 
dark months of the year; especially 
when I pamper my lettuce.  

I learned the basic principles 
of growing winter greens from read-
ing Elliot Coleman’s Four Season 
Harvest several years ago.  I grow 
cool-loving plants and use row cov-
ers in the greenhouse when the out-
side temperatures dip below 10°F.  
Elliot’s Four Season Farm is in 
Maine and some of his research for 
that book was from studying farms 
in France.  I live in the Rocky Moun-
tains, at 8400’ altitude, in a high 
desert valley and do things a bit 
differently to enjoy eating fresh let-
tuce from my unheated greenhouse, 
especially when the outside night 
temps have been below zero for two 
weeks in a row.

In addition to using plastic row 
covers, I also use straw mulch and if 
it’s really cold at night, say -10°F, I’ll 
use blankets as the last layer.  Hav-
ing the greenhouse attached to the 
main house makes a big difference, 
too!  Our greenhouse is made from 
simple materials like rough-cut 2x8 
wood, single layer polycarbonate 
sheeting and a layer of 3.5 mil plas-
tic sheeting on the inside.  There are 
two large, raised growing beds filled 
with organic matter which hold 
quite a bit of thermal mass and help 
keep the temperatures stable.  The 
little greenhouse also has two doors 
in the winter time; a screen door 
on the outside and a heavy wooden 
door on the inside.  All these ele-
ments help create a warm enough 
greenhouse that can grow greens 
throughout the cold dark months.

The maintenance routine defi-

nitely takes some attention, and this 
is where the salad greens get pam-
pered.  I don’t need to do much until 
the nighttime outside temps start to 
hover around 10°F.  At that point, 
I’ll install the thin metal hoops and 
get the plastic ready to cover the 
beds.  I’ve been doubling the plas-
tic because I’m reusing it from the 
bigger outside beds and don’t want 
to cut it down.  I’ll cover the beds 
at once when the sun goes down 
and uncover them in the morning.  
When the outside temps start hit-
ting zero degrees, then I’ll add some 
dry straw on top of the plants to 
give them a little more insulation. 

I had to work a bit harder 
when we had two weeks of -10°F 
nighttime temps in December.  I 
added even more straw on top of the 
hardy plants and a blanket on top 
of the plastic as a last layer.  Hav-
ing a lot of straw on top of the sal-
ad greens during the day isn’t the 
best situation for their growth, so I 
would skim a bit off in the morning 
and replace it for the evening.  Yes, 
I’m a bit obsessive, but this is food 
and future seed.  Luckily, I don’t 
need to do a lot of watering during 
the short, cold days; but I do remove 
the straw so it doesn’t get wet and 
replace it after I water so it will 
keep the plants warmer at night.

I don’t grow salad greens eve-
ry winter, as you can see why.  But 
I’m growing them this year, and am 
enjoying eating the fresh greens.  
Where there’s a will, there’s a way.  
Have a Happy New Year!

Leigh Mills has lived and gar-
dened in the San Luis Valley since 
2002 and written the “As the Worm 
Turns” column for almost 4 years.  If 
you enjoy reading her monthly, visit 
her gardening and seed saving blog 
to view color photos and read journal 
entries filled with tips about high-
altitude gardening, seed saving, food 
preservation, yummy recipes, and 
off-the-grid, homestead living:  The 
Infinite Bee (theinfinitebee.com).  

As the Worm Turns
My pampered lettuce

I’m removing the layer of straw after a night of -10°F temperatures.  The plants will get 
a bit of water to tide them over for a couple of weeks and the straw will get replaced at 
sunset when all the other protective layers are re-applied.

The greenhouse beds uncovered and ready to harvest or water. 

This is the greenhouse after the sun has been up for an hour. Once the inside temps 
get above 40°F, I’ll take off the blankets, plastic, and any extra straw to give the plants 
enough access to the sun during the day.

Saguache	  County	  Landfill	  

Holidays	  2014	  

Thursday,	  January	  2	   New	  Year’s	  Day	  

Tuesday,	  January	  21	   Martin	  Luther	  King’s	  Birthday	  

Tuesday,	  February	  18	   Presidents	  Day	  

Friday,	  April	  18	   Spring	  Holiday	  

Tuesday,	  May	  27	   Memorial	  Day	  

Friday,	  July	  4	   4th	  of	  July	  	  

Tuesday,	  September	  2	   Labor	  Day	  

Tuesday,	  November	  11	   Veterans	  Day	  

Thursday,	  November	  27	   Thanksgiving	  Day	  

Friday,	  November	  28	   Day	  after	  Thanksgiving	  

Thursday,	  December	  25	   Christmas	  	  

Friday,	  December	  26	   Day	  after	  Christmas	  
	  

Saguache County Landfill
Holidays 2014

408 San Juan Ave.
PO Box 1630

Alamosa, CO 81101
719-589-2780

309 4th St.
PO Box 157

Saguache, CO 81149
719-655-2611

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

http://www.kenskoglund.com
http://www.kenskoglund.com
http://www.kenskoglund.com


Page B-8 • The Crestone Eagle • January, 2014 www.crestoneeagle.com

10 great herbs for the flu
Now is the time to go back 

through all the articles about local 
herbs and look at what we have to 
treat the flu.  There are so many 
locals available for choosing.  And 
when we add in a few herbs import-
ed from other parts of the country 
we have all that we need.

1. Let’s start with the humble 
Mullein.  Roadside weed, rehabili-
tator of disturbed soil, not easily in-
timidated.  Mullein is a respiratory 
tonic, it strengthens and repairs 
lung tissue, brings moisture to im-
mobilized cilia.  It’s a great herb to 
start with.

2. Add in Red Root, an herb 
we haven’t talked about yet but one 
which is indigenous to the Rocky 
Mountain area.  Red Root grows as 
a low bush to a small tree.  It’s a 
powerful lymphatic herb, allowing 
the lymphatic system to open and 
flow to carry away the debris of an 
infection.  Notice how we’re start-
ing with the herbs that facilitate 
flow.  You can use the most power-
ful herbs in the world but if sys-
tems are not flowing there will be 
no healing.

3. Now let’s add Osha.  Osha 
can be used in relatively small quan-
tities, in fact too much is counterpro-
ductive.  Osha opens the bronchioles, 
allowing air flow.  Traditionally it’s 
used towards the end of a respira-
tory infection to clear up the leftover 
gunk (that’s a technical term) but I 
like to use it all the way through to 
keep the airways open.  It is antimi-
crobial, and especially antiviral.

4. U s -
nea is an-
other anti-
microbial, both antibacterial and 
antiviral.  It helps prevent second-
ary bacterial infections and works 
with the original viral infection.  

5. Echinacea works to stim-
ulate the immune system.  

6. Yerba Mansa helps espe-
cially with the later stages of the 
flu to tighten the tissues.

7. Boneset has traditionally 
been used for the deep aches as-
sociated with the flu, and to help 
bring down the fever.  

8. Ginger root, used in hot 
tea can be incredibly soothing dur-
ing the flu as well as helping to 
mitigate fever.  If possible use fresh 
Ginger.

9. To help the body heal com-
pletely after a flu, be sure to drink 
bitter teas—Dandelion root is good, 
and Horehound can be fabulous.

It’s important to drink large 
quantities of water or herbal teas 
to facilitate the healing process.  
And rest can be critical for healing.  
So many people rush back to work 
after a day or two in bed.  The love 
and care you give your body during 
this time will more than pay off in 
a stronger immune system over the 
coming year.

Dorje Root is an herbalist and 
natural healer, also working with 
Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive En-
ergy Healing and ‘The Journey’ cel-
lular healing.  For an appointment 
call 719-937-7786 or visit www.
rootsofhealing.com.

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
                       by Dorje Root
10 great herbs for the flu

 www.CrestoneRealEstate.net 
Tel (719) 256-5800    116 S. Alder Street, Suite D

Crestone

165 Canyon oL: 
4 br, 1.5 bath, bright 
with beautiful views! 
2 balconies, patio, 
screened porch, 
greenhouse; private 
location on cul de sac. Near hiking trail, park 
and creek. $189,000 now $182,000

Garden and Hoop House

4236C TranquiL: 
2,160 sf, 4 br, office, 
3 bath on 2.6 acres. 
Expansive views, 
secluded, high 
on mountain near 
retreat centers. Walk to Stupa! Many possibilities 
with location & amenities. Must see! $335,000

196C EvErGrEEn: 
1,532 sf, 3 br plus 
office, 1.75 bath. 
Warm elegance with 
vaulted ceilings & 
great-room design. 
Quiet cul-de-sac location on 1.3 acres. Walk 
to trails, greenbelt & park. $184,000

new Listing - Stupa House! new Listing - Cul de Sac Privacy

3510 EnCHanTEd:  3 br, 2 bath, 1833 sf.  
Spacious kitchen, living, and master. Two tankless 
water heaters for hot water & central heat.  Nice 
location & lot. New roof with warranty!  $119,000

Great value at $119,000!

958 MEdiTaTion oL:
3 br, 1.5 bath.  
Private, meticulously 
maintained, energy-
wise, bright, creative 
touches. Solar 
in-floor heat with electric backup. $205,000 
now $195,000

Motivated Seller

•	 San	Luis	Valley	Board	of	ReaLtoRS®,	Inc.						
•	 ReaLtoRS®	of	Central	Colorado,	Inc.
•	 Denver	Metrolist,	Inc.

MLS MeMberShipS:

Vivia Lawson
REALToR® 
(719) 480-9384 - cell

4195C CaPriCE Way: 1 br, 1 bath, 1200 sf.  
Delightful creekside adobe-style home.  Many 
windows, in-floor radiant.  Reduced!  $122,000

SOLD!

Prepare now for the 2014 real estate market.
Call me — I’ll be happy to assist!

 BuyErS:  Opportunities abound throughout the 
Crestone/Baca community in beautiful homes and invest-
ment properties. Hire me as your Buyer’s Agent to be on 
your side throughout the purchase process.   
 SELLErS:  Call today for a listing appointment. As 
your listing agent, I will give you personal service, national 
marketing exposure through the MLS, and a strong voice 
in negotiations.  
 Whether you are selling or buying, your investment 
in Crestone helps to build a future for us all. Email me for 
an appointment: Vivia@CrestoneRealEstate.net

					More	care...
												Your	goals...
																			Best	price...
Vivia works for you.

Proud 2013 supporter of Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, KRZA 88.7 FM, SLV Tu Casa, the SLV

Ecosystem Council, WinterFest, and local businesses.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT COLUMBINE TELECOM COMPANY
D/B/A FAIRPOINT COMMUNICATIONS/COLUMBINE TELECOM COMPANY

Telephone Service
Columbine Telecom Company d/b/a FairPoint Communications/ Columbine Telecom Company provides a 
wide variety of products and services including the following basic service offerings in the Crestone (256) 
and Mosca (378) exchanges:
     Monthly Rates* One-Time Charges*
 Single-Party Residential Service  $ 18.98  $ 40.00**
 Single-Party Business Service  $ 32.28  $ 40.00**
 Single-Party Lifeline Telephone Service $ 16.23  $ 40.00**
                 * Does not include applicable taxes, fees and surcharges
                                                                               **Premises visit not included

In addition to the above monthly rates, a $6.50 Federal Subscriber Line Charge for each line applies to 
business and residential single-party lines and $9.20 for each line for a business with more than one line. 

The above rates include the following:
 • Voice-grade access to the public switched network
 • Local usage 
 • Access to emergency 911 services 
 • Toll limitation for qualified low-income customers

As described above, FairPoint Communications/ Columbine Telecom Company provides a Lifeline Program 
discount for residential service for eligible low-income customers with federal monthly support of $9.25. 
In addition, Lifeline customers may also qualify for free toll blocking to help them control long-distance 
usage. Customers using this offering can still use pre-paid calling cards or dial-around services to place 
long-distance calls from their homes.

The Lifeline Program is a government benefit program that provides discounted service to eligible 
low-income residential customers. The Lifeline Program benefit is non-transferable and is open to eligible 
customers only.  To receive the Lifeline Program discount, residential customers must provide a completed 
application proving eligibility to FairPoint Communications/ Columbine Telecom Company. Documentation 
proving enrollment in a qualified government benefit program or establishing household income at or 
below 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines must also be provided. Only one Lifeline Program discount 
is available per household on either a wireless or wireline telephone service. Consumers who willfully 
make false statements in order to obtain the discount can be punished by fine or imprisonment, can be 
de-enrolled or can be barred from the Lifeline Program. 

All customers who receive the Lifeline Program discount must now recertify eligibility 
annually. If you receive a recertification package from FairPoint Communications/ 
Columbine Telecom Company, you must respond within 30 days or FairPoint 
Communications/Columbine Telecom Company is required to remove the Lifeline Program 
discount from your account.

2013_Crestone_Eagle_266_4.75x6.5.indd   1 12/6/13   9:37 AM

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
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skills as a surveyor, which included 
official journaling for the powers 
that be in Washington, DC. He was 
responsible for mapping the Great 
Lakes territory (1841-48). In 1849 
began the Survey of Utah where 
his cultural observations led to the 
publication of a book about the con-
troversial Church of the Latter Day 
Saints, History of the Mormons of 
Utah: Their Domestic Policy and 
Theology (1852). Despite heated 
controversy over Mormonism in 
the US at the time, even the Utah 
contingent felt the volume to be 
fair and balanced.

 The philosophy of Manifest 
Destiny, which fueled the Louisiana 
Purchase (1803) and the adminis-
tration of territories acquired after 
the Mexican American War under 
the terms of the Treaty of Guadalu-
pe Hidalgo (1847), required proper 
maps to facilitate settlement, ad-
ministration and cultural assimi-
lation. Not a simple task, consid-
ering the diverse groups including 
different  groups of native peoples, 
Spanish and French speakers, not 
to mention the Mormons, who pop-
ulated the vast regions that had re-
cently become part of the US.

Gunnison was commissioned 
in early May 1853 to survey a rail-
road route from the Mississippi 
River to California. The route was 
to wind through Cochetopa Pass 
to the Gunnison and Green Rivers 
and move west from there across 
Utah and eventually to Califor-

nia. Gunnison and his survey crew 
camped for a few nights near the 
area of Burnt Gulch just east of 
present day Crestone. In his jour-
nal the young captain describes the 
area as “a large deer park”. 

  As the survey party moved 
west, luck left. They were stranded 
on the banks of the Sevier River 
where, in October of 1853, eight of 
the party including Captain Gun-
nison where attacked and killed, 
allegedly by Pahvant Indians. 
Many modern historians believe 
the “Indians” who killed Gunni-
son and seven others may have 
actually been member of the fringe 
radical sect of the Mormons know 
as Dannites, who were ordered to 
kill the party as revenge and warn-
ing for the US to steer clear of Mor-
mon affairs in Utah. Following the 
captain’s death, Judge Drummond 
sent the following in a letter to the 
widow, Mrs. MD Gunnison, “The 
stout heart will recoil with horror 
from the recital of the most brutal 
outrage ever committed on western 
territory, and every American will 
regret that a full measure of justice 
has not been dealt out to the fiend-
ish perpetrators of this cold blood-
ed murder.” 

In the ensuing century, the 
train route to California was es-
tablished; the Mormons and the 
United States peacefully settled 
their differences, and Utah be-
came part of the US.  The town of 
Gunnison, Colorado and the Gun-
nison River both honor John Wil-
liams Gunnison, the adventurous 
young surveyor.

Characters
continued from page B-1

Sangre de Cristo National Heritage Area 
announces 2014 Heritage Grant deadline 
& mini-grant opportunity

The Sangre de Cristo Na-
tional Heritage Area Board of Di-
rectors announces the 2014 winter 
deadline for Heritage Grants—Feb-
ruary 1.  These funds are available 
to local organizations working to 
promote the mission of the Na-
tional Heritage Area by restoring 
historic buildings, providing inter-
pretation, restoring/promoting sce-
nic and recreational resources or 
documenting culturally significant 
components of the way of life in the 
San Luis Valley.  These efforts will 
support Heritage Tourism.

New this year:  grants for 
under $5000 with fewer matching 
restrictions. This simplified appli-
cation for mini-grant projects such 
as educational programs and cul-
tural events.  Check our website for 
guidelines: www.sdcnha.org

Grants from the Sangre de 
Cristo National Heritage Area 
(SdCNHA) are intended to encour-
age local cultural and historic her-
itage preservation activities and 
educational programs. These may 
include projects dedicated to inter-
pretation and way finding, conser-
vation, or recreation with a herit-
age or cultural emphasis. SdCNHA 
grants are awarded to help stimu-
late local discussion and participa-
tion and, at best, are the catalyst 
for community and partner collabo-
rations.  A small grant at the right 
time can go a long way toward in-
spiring a community or an organi-
zation to take action on a cultural 
or heritage project.

SdCNHA grants will be limit-
ed to 20% of the total project budg-
et, not to exceed $25,000, provided 
resources are available. A maxi-
mum request of 50% of the project 

budget (at or below the $25,000 
limit) may be considered for pro-
jects with substantial community 
impact or heritage preservation 
significance. The selection process 
is competitive, and applicants are 
encouraged to develop proposals 
carefully.  The review process will 
be completed within approximately 
six weeks of the application dead-
lines, and applicants are notified of 
their award status in writing. 

The application submission 
deadline (postmarked or delivered 
by hand) is  February 1—the award 
will be announced by March 15. 

The Heritage Area has 
worked diligently over the last two 
years to support local restoration, 
interpretation, scenic and recrea-
tional resources in the three county 
regions. Projects that have been 
awarded grants for financial sup-
port from the heritage area are:  
Antonito Depot, Alamosa Masonic 
Hall, Alamosa Community Gar-
dens, La Puente, Sangre de Cristo 
Heritage Center, Alamosa County 
Convention and Visitor Bureau, 
Paleo Cultural Research Group—
Baca Mountain Tract of the Rio 
Grande National Forest, Los Cami-
nos Antiguos, ASU-CASA, Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, and the  Town 
of San Luis.

The Sangre de Cristo National 
Heritage Area is administered by a 
non-profit board of volunteers who 
represent Alamosa, Conejos and 
Costilla Counties.  Board meetings 
are open to the public and occur on 
the last Wednesday of the month at 
4:30pm.  The location changes eve-
ry month.  Please check the website 
for up to date information: www.
sdcnha.org.  

SECURITY
FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS

Remote Home Control
Closed Circuit TV - Internet Access

719-480-2738
26620 20th St. Moffat, CO 81143

azezadenver@gmail.com
Providing Security Services 

to the Valley Since 1996A
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Reduce your carbon footprint.
Install the new E-Cube!

This 96.4% efficient heating unit, either 
electric or gas, is designed to heat homes and 

provide endless hot water.

Call for your free consultation today.

970-623-2404
ecubemanufacturing@gmail.com

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854
phone: (303) 415-1618

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

http://www.sdcnha.org
http://www.sdcnha.org
http://www.sdcnha.org
mailto:ecubemanufacturing@gmail.com
mailto:azezadenver@gmail.com
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com
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Historic Hotel

Willow Springs (Moffat)  
NOW $299,000
Historic building 9Bd/3BA 3600sf; 
detached studio, artesian well. Great 
business potential    

 Baca Grande Properties 

637 Panorama Way - $699,000
Magnificent ~3000sf 3bd/3ba 1-1/2 
story custom home with exquisite 
detailing & beautiful woodwork. 750sf 
det. garage w/studio apt. above. Stone 
fireplace, net meter solar, Viking appliances.

3926 Cordial Way - $599,000 
Secluded 4100+sf home 4bd/3.5ba 
550sf guest house plus 2 car 
garage on 23.749 acres on 
Cottonwood Creek. Lovely views 
and privacy!    

 

 2795 CR Brook Terrace - $499,500
The castle tucked away on a private 
cul-de-sac on 2.765 wooded acres. 3 
level stone & stucco with views to the 
sky. Artistic with quality & attention to 
detail.  

923 Blue Spruce OL - $439,000
Handcrafted home w/ spectacular 
views. ~2350sf on 1.93 acres. 
2bd/2ba, spacious artist studio& 
meditation room. Surround windows & 
south facing 2nd floor deck 

  

786C Panorama Way - $427,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies ~2400sf 
home with fabulous gardens sits on 
2.14 acres w 2-car garage/studio.   

1234C Brookview  NOW - $419,000
Lee Mitchell custom home. 2400sf 
3BD/2.5BA/Office/attached 2 car 
garage, balconies. Magnificent 
Views.

WAS 349,000 Custom Quality Home 23+ acres on the creek

WAS $649,000

Enchanted Castle

Rustic Elegance Was $459,000

Was $499,000

 SOLD!

 3766C Carefree Way - $148,000
Immaculate, cozy home, 950sf
2bd/1ba ranch-style house built by
Terrapin mid 2013. Magnificent
mountain and valley views. Full-time
residence or a vacation getaway.  

UNDER CONTRACT

1540C Willow Creek Way - $199,000
This classic farmhouse has 3bd/ 
2.5ba, large deck w/hot tub, 2 
screen porches, hardwood floors, 
large studio w/bath & kitchenette.
Great Deal! 

New Listing 

381 Del Sol Lane - $69,999
Casita Park-Immaculate 3bd/2ba bath 
1216 sf home located on 0.819 acres 
(5 consolidated lots). Includes attached 
2 car garage, storage + appliances. 
Magnificent views and privacy.     

Retreat Property   

RETREAT CENTER  NOW - $479,000
Residential Retreat Complex + 
strawbale home, sep. office building 
& 2 building lots. Labyrinth, 
gardens, yurt, grow dome. Beautiful!  

Commercial Properties

121 E. Galena - NOW  $425,000
Premiere, newly renovated dntwn 
commercial bldg, incl. upstairs apt. 
and 3 rentals 1st floor, one with 
modern commercial kitchen. Great 
opportunity!     

46 Camino Baca Grande - $257,000
Fully Leased Professional center. 
2 story structure is ~2600 sf. and 
conveniently located near the en-
trance to the Baca on a nicely treed 
1.05 acre lot- plenty of parking.

 

Lots 11 & 12 Blk 43. - $85,000
Rare opportunity to purchase 2 
downtown commercial lots. 2 each 
50x142. Utilities available. Prime 
location for development.     

Great retreat home!

 Detached Studio

WAS $315,000 WAS $669,000

Residential + Restaurant + Office

WAS 495,000

Downtown 
Commercial 

Lots 

1266C Forest Grove OL - $375,000
Extraordinary ~2238sf on .97 acres, 
2bd/2ba home with 408sf sunroom, 
624sf l bd apt over 624 sf detached 
garage.  Custom built.  Magnificent 
views at top of Chalet l.  

483C Point of Rock OL - $333,000
Teahen Construction, Beautiful 
3bd/2ba 2-story home on 1.946 
acres Attached 2 car garage, 
detached studio. High energy 
efficiency & quality throughout.     

  

4262C Serene Way - $299,900 
Immaculate 2500SF 3- level home 
on .98 acres 5bd/2.75ba. Custom 
finishes, fire resistant, energy 
efficient, magnificent views.  

  

909C Brookview Way - $299,000
Home on 1.12 acres w/ spectacular 
views at top of Baca iWaiting for the 
right person to complete the vision. 
2324 sf & & designed with 3bd/2ba. 
Separate 576 sf guest house w/kitch.   

3919 Cordial Way - $299,000
Two story, 3BD/2.5BA  ~2400 sf home 
has a walled courtyard & 4 intimate 
decks w/ great views. Southwest style 
home gracefully adorned with fine 
details and finishes.  

 

1202 Hilltop Way - $295,000
Lee Mitchell custom-built, 3bd/2ba 
home on 5-Chalet 1 lots. Fine 
finishes, radiant floor heat & framed 
views.   

22 Alpine Way - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 
2232sf home close to town.  
Screened porch & wrap deck.  Gra-
cious Living with exceptional views!

Was $429,000

Custom Southwest Style

Was $349,000 

Was $349,000

MILLION $ VIEWS! A lovely sanctuary 5 Lots!

358 Birch Road - $289,000
Off grid home with 3bd/1.75ba, office, 
2nd living room, modern efficient 
kitchen & elegant bathrooms-an 
inspired renovation.  Natural light, 
expansive & unobstructed views.  

733C N. Rendezvous OL - $270,000
This 1972sf 2bd/1.75ba/large 
studio/office Southwestern style 
strawbale home is located on 1.14 
acres at end of secluded cul-de-sac. 
Adjacent lots avail.    

   

1255C Eagle OL - $267,000
Beautiful 2075sf 2-story home with 
2bd/2ba/office/sun room, Chalet I on 
1.766 acres, private cul-de-sac. 
Dramatic view windows,vaulted 
ceilings, master suite w/soak tub.  

 149 Moonlight Way NOW $250,000
Beautiful 3bd/2ba 2118sf home w/ 2 
living areas - extensively updated & 
immaculate condition. Cathedral 
ceilings & a wall of glass w/ great 
views. Adjoins greenbelt & creek.  

1647C Willow Creek Way - $249,000   
Brand New Terrapin Construction. 
1780sf 3bd/2ba home on 1.98 
acres with 2 decks + flagstone 
patio/walkways. Backs to Greenbelt. 
Views.    

4511C Ridgecrest Way - $239,000
Straw bale home 1.59 acres Backs 
to greenbelt and national park. 2 
adjacent building lots available. Built 
by Paul Koppana.  

 

764 Indian Hill OL - $229,000
This sunny 3 bedroom 2 bath ~1800+ 
sq. ft. home. 2 living areas- with 
magnificent views from interior & 
deck. Detached 576 sq.ft garage & 
studio. Open plan & energy efficient. 

Rustic meets Modern-
15.31 acres 

Bonus Cabin/Studio

Was $295,000

Very Private - Was $297,000

REDUCED! Was $275,000 New Construction
Reduced! Was $269,000

WAS $260,000

Magnificent Views! 

2664C Happy Hollow - $215,000
This spacious 2356sf home On 1.041 
acres with 4bd/2ba, 2 separate dining 
areas + gardens, carport & workshop! 
Large windows-sunshine & awesome 
views. Passive solar & woodstove. 

1447 Chaparral Way - $212,000
This 1440sf 2bd/2ba home-complete 
remodel with bamboo flooring, 
Jenn-Air stainless appliances, maple 
cabinets, granite countertops, 
travertine bathrooms, ma ba soak tub.  

 

3356C Camino Del Rey - $210,000
2 story, 1981sf,  2bd/1.75ba home w/
passive solar sunroom - great views 
on .864 acres .  Master suite w/
clawfoot tub, pine floors, pellet stove. 
Propane heat, great appliances.   

1468C Horseshoe Trail - $209,500
Spectacular 360 degree views, 
immaculate, almost new 3 bd/2ba. 
Large windows, granite counter tops, 
hickory custom cabinets in kitchen 
and bathrooms. 2 stone patios    

1740C Willow Creek Way - $185,000
This 1 1/2 story home located on 1.32 
acres has 3bd/2ba with a downstairs 
studio. In addition it has a glassed-in 
sunroom with magnificent views. 
Wood floors downstairs. 

 

 40 N Crestone OL NOW $169,500
Built in 1971, renovated in 2010-2012. 
1.5 story, 1624sf home with 2bd/1.5 
ba/sunroom/study/office/utility. 
Located on private cul-de-sac close to 
town, backs to greenbelt.    

 

3732C Cordial Way - $169,000
Private & unique hexagonal 2 bd, 1.75 
ba home on 1.36 treed acres. 
Separate 384sf. building incl.  heated 
& finished office & workshop/storage 
area. Great views, wrap around deck.    

Spacious & Gracious 

Includes Lot 1446

Gorgeous Views! Close to Town

Was $174,000

Separate Office/Workshop

 

2747CR Easy Way - $169,000
A unique 2 story, 1768sf , 3bd/2ba 
home in Chalet 2, 1.86 acres. Brick 
floors, rock walls, wood ceilings. 
Passive solar w/ ETS heater, propane 
heater & woodstove. Detached shed.  

 

 936 Spanish Creek Trail $139,000
1449 sf 1or 2 bd/1ba house on 1.57 
acres backs to greenbelt and Spanish 
Creek. Unique design w/ open floor 
plan and rasta exterior walls. Passive 
solar.       

 

98 Skyview Way - NOW - $134,000
Built in 2002, this ~953 sf log home is 
2 bedroom/1 bath down with large 
~200sf loft up. Located close-in to 
town and accessible by paved roads.    

 

Great retreat home!

Was $159,000

Log Home - WAS $139,000 

Jump in on an active market!
Contact Darlene Today:

719.256.4198 
Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com

MAY THE LIGHT OF OUR COMMUNITY 
INCREASE WITH THE 

RETURNING 
LIGHT!

January 2014 
Listings

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

 719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
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by Ed Lyell
Be it resolved that in 2014 the 

USA will focus on major long-term 
economic issues, making decisions 
to increase economic prosperity for 
the majority, not just the wealthi-
est one percent. We can do this and 
diminish natural resource exploita-
tion and the negative externalities 
of air and water pollution.

In 2013 Americans were pur-
posely distracted from important 
issues to over focus on Republican 
Party internal battles, celebrity 
shenanigans, NFL football, and a 
civil war between the White House 
and Congress. While encouraged to 
hide from the tough issues of our 
reality we continued policies which 
diminished economic opportunity 
and prosperity while increasing the 
destruction of natural resources. 
This distraction was orchestrated 
by some of the world’s wealthy one 
percent to increase profit for the al-
ready wealthy. 

Yet 2014 is when we can turn 
the tide and use multiple positive 
policies to re-build our economy to 
focus on physical and human capi-
tal investment, and shift to long-
term renewable energy production 
with increased air and water qual-
ity. We first need to re-interpret 
America’s constitution, bringing 
back the countervailing powers of 
our three branches of government 
to force compromises ensuring that 

laws will help the majority in the 
middle of any issue. We also need 
to recreate the fourth estate to keep 
the public honestly informed of all 
major issues and decisions. 

The one percent wealthy has 
been able to purchase Congress and 
the White House through unlimited 
campaign contributions (bribery) 
while also purchasing the media—
print, television, radio, and inter-
net-based blogging. This has creat-
ed a plutocracy of the wealthy that 
now rules America and the world.  

The big issues of global warm-
ing, rising ocean levels, increased 
air pollution choking off human 
and animal life, and the world’s 
drinkable water vanishing while 
rich soil farmland is being con-
verted to homes are all caused by 
the short-term greed of some of the 
wealthy one percent. Long-term 
hardship around the world is in-
creasing even as better technology, 
increasing worker productivity and 
harder working people are creating 
the opportunity for everyone to be 
better off than at any time in histo-
ry. It is the concentration of power 
and wealth lead by immoral greed 
of the world’s wealthy that threat-
ens everyone. 

We can change tax policies and 
regulations away from short-term 
exploitative economic activities to 
long-term improvements for every-
one. Many European governments 

are already better focused on using 
more renewable energy, protecting 
the rights of workers, and provid-
ing better education at all levels to 
their people. America can balance 
its budget, start paying down long-
term debt and dramatically improve 
our broken education and health 
care systems by shifting money and 
only raising new revenue from cor-
porate profit and the super wealthy. 

First we can embrace the rec-
ommendations of the Fiscal Com-
mission and eliminate tax loopholes 
and credits that cost us over $1.5 
trillion dollars no longer collected 
from large corporations and wealthy 
households. We can add additional 
revenue by eliminating $112 billion 
in fossil fuel handouts; $70 billion 
in corporate write offs for meals and 
entertainment; $25 billion in stock 
option benefits for Wall Street trad-
ers; and $15 billion in tax loopholes 
for yachts, second homes, and per-
sonal jets (Congressional Progres-
sive Caucus).  Another $35 billion 
would be collected mainly from the 
1 percent by treating all income the 
same and eliminating the lower tax 
rate from capital gains.

Following Europe’s lead we 
could impose a financial transaction 
tax that would raise another $150 
billion a year mostly from casino-
like instant stock trades. Another 
$122 billion would come from a car-
bon tax similar to what Australia 

and some European countries have 
already created. If we inflation-ad-
just our state and federal gasoline 
taxes we would raise $291 billion 
a year while improving roads and 
bridges and creating a million jobs. 
That doubling of current gas taxes 
set in the early 1990’s would also 
encourage mass transit and reduce 
environmental damage. 

With the balanced budget and 
new revenue we can expand the 
rate of research investment in al-
ternative fuels, including air, water, 
wind, and nuclear fission that to-
gether would increase world energy 
while dramatically lowering air pol-
lution and climate warming. We can 
also provide free university to our 
best and brightest students. We can 
invest in cost-effective innovations 
to deliver 24/7 learning to all ages. 
Permitting real freedom in health 
care decisions only needs Obamac-
are changes to ensure that individu-
als in each state can choose among 
non-profit and government insur-
ance and providers, and not just the 
limited for-profit choices now avail-
able. That could stop or even reverse 
the health care costs that are twice 
that of other countries. 

The US needs to invest in 
these changes to again be at the top 
of the world’s nations in quality of 
life, and long-term, environmental-
ly friendly, economic prosperity for 
all. It might take a move to direct 
democracy through bottom-up use 
of the internet and elimination of 
representative government, but it 
can, and must be done. Resolve to 
be part of this solution in 2014. 

edlyell@amigo.net, or dredlyell 
on Facebook 

In Search of Economic Reality

Long-term American prosperity at decision point

Call Darlene Yarbrough–The #1 Real Estate Broker in Crestone for Integrity • Experience • Success - 719.256.4198
www.YarbroughRealEstate.com   email: Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com

 SOLD Curt’s Ole Country Store $575,000 *

 SOLD 780C Palomino OL $520,000

 SOLD 1230C N Indian Bend $399,000 *

 SOLD 340C Palomino Way $395,000 *

 SOLD  1342CRR Badger Rd $295,000 *

 SOLD 3615C Splendid Terrace $239,000 *

 SOLD 62 E. Horse Tooth Trail $235,000 *

 SOLD 233CR Sweetgrass OL $219,000 *

 SOLD 2676C Happy Hollow Way $215,000

 SOLD Townhouse 6 $199,000 *

 SOLD 3713 Enchanted Way $195,000

 SOLD 933 Moonlight Way $185,000

 SOLD 3435C W Graceful Ct $184,999

 SOLD 3486C Graceful Way $179,900 *

 SOLD 3862 Cordial Way $169,000

 SOLD 294C Palomino Way $159,000 *

 SOLD 1381 Saddlerock Trail $159,000 *

 SOLD Townhouse 9  $159,000 *

 SOLD 3485 E. Graceful Ct $154,000 *

 SOLD 356 N. Chaparral Way  $149,000

 SOLD 2721 Happy Hollow Way $149,000

 SOLD 1380 Chaparral Way $149,000

 SOLD 3735C Jubilant Way $149,000 *

 SOLD 3766 Carefree Way  $148,000 *

 SOLD 826C Ridgeview Way $140,000

 SOLD 4407 Twin View Terrace $129,000 *

 SOLD 151 Moonlight Way $119,000 *

 SOLD 600 Heatherbrae $99,000

 SOLD 364 E. Birch Trail $89,000 *

* Denotes Listed and Sold

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

 719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker

 See what the top real estate firm can do for your next real estate purchase or sale.

2013 Home Sales

mailto:edlyell@amigo.net
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
mailto:Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com
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L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

by Suzanne McGregor
We would like to thank all 

the individuals who contributed 
to our Holiday Open House last 
month. Folks look forward to this 
annual event and the opportunity 
to visit with friends and catch up 
on library news.  We had lots of 

good food, laughter, and close to 
140 guests.  Blessings and best 
wishes to everyone that 2014 is 
full of joy, serenity and many ex-
citing adventures—we hope one of 
these will be visiting your library 
regularly, as we have some great 
selections for all ages.

We just finished another 
great year that included signing 
up 141 new members, getting ten 
new computers from the Sales Tax 
Grant, and starting the ball roll-
ing for our library relocation pro-
ject.  Many thanks to the commu-
nity members who have helped us 
keep the library running smoothly 
with volunteer services in many 
areas, including our dedicated 

Friends of the Library.    We could 
not do it without you!

Speaking of new comput-
ers, library staff members were 
shocked last month to find that 
one of our new laptops had been 
stolen.  This is hard to under-
stand, as the computers and the 
collections of books and videos be-
long to everyone in the community 
and are shared resources.  Please 
let us know if you hear anything 
that might help us get the laptop 
back.

One of the traditions of 
bringing in the New Year is mak-
ing a list of resolutions—the set-
ting of intentions to do a bit better 
in areas of our lives that could be 

improved.  The staff of the library 
would like to suggest a resolu-
tion that would really help us out.  
This resolution is: “I will take care 
of the items I check out of the li-
brary, and I will return them in 
the same condition they were in 
when I checked them out.”  As we 
are borrowing from other libraries 
through interlibrary loans, we are 
sure they would appreciate this 
resolution as well.

Note:  The library will be 
closed on Wednesday, January 1, 
to celebrate the New Year.

Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.

  Nestled in the woods you can

Welcome 
Baca Townhouse No. 9

             Two . Two . Two
Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests

In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$70 each bedroom each night

Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage

Or an easy walk into Crestone    
Mark Wingard, 505.983.1343

 505.670.0126 (cell)
mswingard@gmail.com

Advanced Reservations a Must

...

• Reasonable nightly and weekly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free

719-256-5788
www.casadelsoul.net

Casa del Soul
Downtown
Crestone
Lodging

•    Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units,     
 with individual bathrooms
•    Fully furnished kitchens
•    Spacious and Private
•    Beautiful views 
•    Long-term, Group, and Off-season    
 Rates Available

crestonebaca@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonebacagrande
accommodations.com

Reserve your breathing space today!

HAPPY
NEW

YEAR!

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

Crestone Eagle by email!  
Cheap! (Cheep?)

You can now read your 
Crestone Eagle on your computer.  

Say goodby to paper cuts and inky 
fingers!  Save trees and avoid recycling!  
Get your Crestone Eagle even before it 
appears in stores!  See a sample of the digital Eagle at  
crestoneeagle.com/digisub.

To subscribe, simply go to www.crestoneeagle.com, click on 
Subscriptions, and every month you’ll be sent an email with a 
link to the latest Eagle. These subscriptions, and conventional pa-
per subscriptions, are also available by filling out the form below 
and mailing it with a check to PO Box 101, Crestone, CO 81131.

I would like to receive my Crestone Eagle by: __ Email  __ Paper
Name _______________________________________________
Mailing address _______________________________________
City ______________________________ State ___ Zip _______
email _______________________________________________
Daytime Phone ________________________________________

          ___ New Subscription                    ___ Renewal

Digital subscription
___  $15 for 12 issues
Paper subscription 
___ $20 for 12 issues Bulk Mail (takes 2-3 weeks out of state)
___ $32 for 12 issues First Class Mail
___ $50(US) for Canada & Mexico ___ $75(US) for other foreign

Digital and Paper subscription
___ add $5 to your paper subscritpion to recieve digital too

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:mswingard@gmail.com
http://www.casadelsoul.net
mailto:crestonebaca@gmail.com
http://www.crestonebacagrande
mailto:collcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.collhouse.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Kizzen Laki
Wolf Creek Pass in winter.  

The thought of travelling it dur-
ing a snowstorm should give you 
the shivers.  Certainly as the pass 
was in early February, 1976, before 
widening, tunnels and guard rails.  
When avalanches thundered down 
into the road. When you could eas-
ily slide over the edge.  

In mid-January, I had just 
finished several months of working 
underground at the Climax mine 
above Leadville, Colorado.  We were 
living a rustic life in a cluster of old 
cabins in Chalk Creek Canyon.  For 
the first time in a long time we had 
a little money in our pocket (little is 
the operative word here).  We had 
just purchased a Ford 60s-some-
thing pickup truck.  Red, short 
bed, big snow tires, sun bleached, 
looked like a truck you’d find on the 
rez.  We needed new wheels as the 
old 1950 flat bed Chevy truck was 
not that great on the highway.

Being now out of work in the 
middle of winter, and with a new/
used truck it was time to go visit 
my husband Earls’s mother near 
San Bernadino, California.  Our 
daughter Nakia was 20 months 
old, and the last time we had seen 
Marge was shortly after our daugh-
ter was born, when she came to see 
the baby.  Plus, it was warm and 
sunny in southern California, time 
for one of my favorite things—a 
road trip!

Out to four corners we went, 
down to Gallup, New Mexico and 
Route 40, the old Route 66.  We fol-
lowed it just like the song said on 
our California trip.  It was good to 
see grandma, warm up under the 
California sun, and make a quick 
trip to the ocean.  We couldn’t stay 
long—we had livestock and pets 
at home being cared for by neigh-
bors—so after a week we headed 
home. In those days, there wasn’t 
a weather channel or constant up-
dates  on road conditions.  You kin-
da just looked at the sky, headed 

out and took your chances.  And 
being young with a truck we did 
just that.  

We had hoped that “Mom” 
would lay some cash on us for our 
travels, but that didn’t happen. We 
were now “responsible adults”.  Oh, 
well, we had just enough to get our-
selves home.

Flagstaff.  I think that half 
the population of Flagstaff got 
there because they broke down or 
got stranded.  It was snowing hard 
as we approached Flagstaff and we 
thankfully pulled into a hotel room 
for the night. We hadn’t planned to 
stay at a hotel as our money was 
running low and the truck ate gas.  
But it was not a night for driving 
though or sleeping in the cab. 

We awoke to half a foot of 
snow, but the roads were clearing 
and the storm had passed.  To save 
money on gas, we decided to take 
the short way home—instead of 
40 to Gallup, we went north and 
east on 160 through the Navajo 
reservation. The southwest sun 
had cleared the road as the storm 
moved east. Tuba City, Kayenta, 
high desert and mesa country. 
Cortez, Durango and we started 
to catch up with that storm—hav-
ing travelled faster than that slow 
moving, snow dumping storm.  

As we made it to Pagosa 
Springs it was late in the day, snow 
was falling and it was snowing 
hard on Wolf Creek Pass. Chain 
law was in effect.  Had to have “ad-
equate snow tires or chains”.  The 
guy manning the “chain station” 
said the pass was bad, but looked 
us over, saw our big tires and truck 
and said we should be ok.  The guy 
was an idiot.  That pick up was real 
light in the back end.  It had trac-
tion only when it had half a cord of 
wood or a load of rock in the back.  
But, he said we were ok, so up we 
went.  We were young, we had a red 
truck (and a baby).

Have you ever been over Wolf 
Creek coming up from the west side?  

There is a tight switchback curve 
and you start heading up on a steep 
grade.  Then you reach the far west 
end, a hairpin curve (which scares 
the bejeezes out of you when you are 
coming down at it.  NOW there’s a 
pullout there; before, there was sky. 
After that hairpin you go up again, 
a long haul with mountain wall on 
one side, and long ways down drop 
off on the other.  We were in a line 
of slow moving vehicles making it up 
in heavy wet snow.  Visibility wasn’t.  
Part way up that incline, we all came 
to a halt.  Tow trucks were pulling 
semi-trucks to the top.  We all had 
to sit and wait as nightfall came. En-
gine idling burning gas, baby sleep-
ing, snow coming down heavy in the 
dark.  It started to get very scary 
when cars that were coming down 
the hill at us, cars with chains on 
them, were sliding and skidding as 
they came down.  “Bad” needs to be a 
4-letter word.  

As our line finally started to 
inch forward we had lost all traction 
on the thick wet snow.  Our back 
end kept spinning out, we couldn’t 
move up, we kept wanting to slide to 
the edge.  I was terrified.  And what 
made it even worse, so was my hus-
band. There was no way we were 
making it up that slippery slope, 
so we decided to turn around.  We 
got turned sideways in the road and 
stuck.  Sitting ducks blocking traf-
fic.  I was out pushing, then several 
guys jumped out of their vehicles 
and helped push us around.  Fi-
nally, heading downhill, very, very 
slowly, we limped back into Pagosa 
Springs.

Now what?  We were down 
on gas, no money for a hotel, we 
needed a sign, and there it was: 
“The Christian Church Welcomes 
You!”.  What the heck?  We called, 
explained our predicament.  The 
welcoming preacher met us down-
town in Pagosa and brought us to 
his home.  We met the family and 
were fed a hot dinner.  Their kids 

played with our little girl.  They 
asked if we knew a certain church 
and minister in Buena Vista, the 
town nearby from where we lived.  
Just so happened we did, and had 
even been to that church with some 
friends.  Praise the Lord, we were 
saved.

The storm blew through as 
we ate, warmed and rested our-
selves.  Plows worked the pass.  
The preacher filled up our gas tank 
and lent us a set of tire chains to be 
dropped off at the church in Buena 
Vista.  They offered to let us camp 
on their floor, but we were itching to 
get home that night. They prayed 
for us.  We thanked them. Filled up 
in so many ways. With rear wheels 
chained up we made it up and over 
and down the snowy canyons of the 
pass, through the San Luis Valley 
under a clear winter’s night sky, 
over Poncha, then a few more miles 
up the canyon and home.

I don’t remember those folks’ 
names or the name of their church.  
But I’ll always remember their gen-
erosity to a young family caught up 
in a storm. 

And like everyone who has 
braved it in winter, I’ll always have 
a great respect for Colorado’s fa-
mous Wolf Creek Pass. 

In the 1970’s Kizzen lived 
with her family and other assorted 
young folk in a cluster of old log 
cabins up Chalk Creek Canyon.  
They chopped wood and hauled wa-
ter.  This is a story from those days.

Mountain Mamas  
    Tell Tall Tales
Chalk Creek Stories: Wolf 
Creek on a wing & a prayer

Kizzen & Earl with daughter Nakia in the red Ford pickup.

WOODMAN DESIGN
Time to 
   • remodel the bath?
   • add another bedroom?
   • make a landscape plan?
   • plan your dream home?

    Home design in the 
    Moffat/Crestone/Baca 
    area for 25 years; 
    local references.

    Janet Woodman
    719-937-3767 
    woodmandesign@fairpoint.net

Terrapin Enterprise, Inc.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured

mailto:woodmandesign@fairpoint.net
mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net


Houses & Property for Sale
GREAT LOTS FOR SALE

GREAT LOTS FOR SALE. Chalet II, lot 
2212, Spanish Creek Frontage! Tap paid, 
WS, $12,500. Chalet I, lot 574, greenbelt, 
spectacular views, $6,500. Lot 528, 
Panorama & Moonlight, WS, $3000. OBO. 
Call 588-8727.

For Sale by Owner
FOR SALE BY OWNER Casita Park 2 BR 
11/2 Baths on 2 lots with seperate 2 car 
garage. As is condition. Needs some work. 
$44,500 phone 256-5029

Casita Park Lot for Sale
Casita Park – double sized lot at end of cul 
de sac. Over 1/3 acre. Tap fee not paid. Out 
of town owner motivated to sell. $4000. 
512-426-6591

Cheap Land, Magnificent Views!
2 consolidated lots at east end of Casita 
Park, surrounded by Land Trust lots, 
magnificent views. No bears and little fire 
danger! $2,000 OBO, Kelly and Zana Hart 
719-256-6033

Great Deal! Greenbelt lots near 
Spanish Creek!

Great Deal! Greenbelt near Spanish Creek! 
Lots 2104 & 2105 Beautiful, buildable, 
Chalet I. Views. Tap fee paid. $9,000 for 
both or $6,000 each. (719)966-9598.

Houses for Rent
Cozy Cottage for Rent

Cozy Comfortable Cottage nestled in the 
trees in a very peaceful setting w/amazing 
valley & mountain views. Close to all spiritual 
centers. Nightly, B&B, weekly & Long-term. 
719 256 5768 Enchantedforestcrestone.
net/annekellycrestone@yahoo.com

Cottage for Rent
Spacious, quiet 2-bedroom furnished 
cottage on paved road in the Baca, 2 miles 
from Crestone.  Short term $250/week; 
6 month lease $650/month + utilities, 
deposit, references.  719 298 3023, 
wrdwyz@gmail.com w/ SLC in subject line.

Historical 3BD/2.5BA Home
Unfurnished 1946 sq.ft. 2 Story, fenced 
yard for pets, Lg. deck, office, wood 
stove/pass.solar/propane, wood floors 
$900+utilities+ SD $500  719-256-4585 
www.thelongandshortofrenting.com

Beautiful Rental Available Soon
Chalet 1 – Beautiful 3 BR/2 BA, wood stove 
& propane heat, jetted tub, clean and well 
kept, W/D, large deck w. great views, N/S/P, 
lease, $750 inc. water & san. 303-818-
9624

Quiet and Affordable
Quiet, affordable, sunny. One bedroom 
apartment for rent in Casita Park.  
Respectful, quiet, clean person greatly 
appreciated.  $450/mo includes utilities, 
washer. 256-4755.

Newly Renovated House for Rent
4bd, loft, 1 bath, jacuzzi tub, tile floors, 
radiant floor heating, wood stove. monthly 
lease while house on market, no pot 
growers. $900 mo, w/s and garbage 
included. susie 707-476-8823 sshope32@
gmail, avail Jan

Log Cabin for Rent
LG. LOG CABIN STUDIO W/LOFT, 
Furnished, kitchenette, steam shower! 
walk-in closet! porch, $650 Furnished + 
utilities + SD $500  719-256-4585 www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com

COZY STRAWBALE HOME
Grants 2200sq.ft. charming strawbale, 
Treed Spanish Creek frontage, radiant floor 
heat w/woodstove , 2bd/2b, w/d, storage 
shed; 1st,last,sec, ref.; available 2/10/14. 
719-937-1039 LEASE/SALE.

STUNNINGLY FURNISHED 1BR/1BA 
HOUSE

Nightly, Weekly, or Monthly, Fenced 
Grounds with Sweet Water Feature. Pics & 
Rates: www.thelongandshortofrenting.com 
719-256-5075

 

Spacious Rental with Great 
Amenities

Lovely, quiet. thoughtfully furnished 
strawbale home. Retreatant & family 
friendly, large loft w/ 1 King + 2 twins, 
sleeps 4 + l.r. futon couch/bed, sundeck 
views, WiFi, TV, stereo. Nightly, weekly. 
719-256-4498. kaibeetch@gmail.com, 
www.beetchhouse.com

handcrafted log home
custom log house, large 1400 ft2 
1bd/1b, passive solar woodstove. Chalet 
II Cottonwood Creek very high-up. 
$600/mo.+, first, last, deposit,1/1/14. 
soularquest@gail.com. 256-4645 or 719-
937-1039

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent
Beautifully Furnished Master Suite
Beautifully Furn., Master Bedroom For 
Short Term Rental. Quiet, Pvt. Patio, en-
suite Bathroom, Walk-in Closet, Use of 
kitchen. $50/night, 2 night min. www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com click on 
2BR/2BA 719 256 5075

Retreat Apartment
Studio apartment for rent by the month. 
Mountain and valley views. Full kitchen 
and bath. Fully furnished. $800.00/month 
includes all utilities, Directv and Wifi. Coll 
House 719-256-4475.

Studio- Apt.
STUDIO / APT. avail. Jan. 1 st. $675.00 + 
util. new appliances,6′ insulated claw foot 
w/ shower. Passive Solar heated-straw bale 
w/ Adobe.Some furniture. Paul 256-4677

Gorgeous Furnished Master Suite
Gorgeous Furnished Master Suite short 
term with shared bath - GREAT for writers/
meditators’ need for private retreat time www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com 719 256 4585

ROOM FOR RENT IN LOVELY 
HOME TO SHARE ON 2 TREES 

ROAD
Private bath,washer/dryer.Squeaky Clean, 
use of dining room, kitchen and living 
room.Utilities, Internet included. Call 973-
722-4130 or queenvi@mac.com. $400/
month,deposit

Housemate Wanted:
Private bedroom with private bathroom 
plus screened in porch. Very quiet, peaceful 
and beautiful.. Shared kitchen and living 
space. Pets in household. Contact DeAnna 
719-256-4455 

Housemate wanted
looking to share 3 bedroom/1.5 bath 
House with a clean, neat and responsible 
adult. This is not a Party house. Close to 
town on a paved road in Chalet 1. $400.00 
per month plus utilities. OR will rent 
complete home for $900.00 plus utilities. 
Please Call: 303-406-1983

House Rental Wanted
Short-Term Rentals Needed

The Crestone College of Structural Integration 
will be hosting classes in 2014, and we are 
putting together a housing list for our students. 
Class dates will be 3/24-4/24, 5/25-31, 7/7-
8/27, 10/6-11/26. If you have a furnished rental, 
and want to be included on our housing list, 
please send rental info to info@crestonesi.org

Services
Affordable Renewable Energy

Offset the cost of your utility bills with Solar 
Electric or with Solar Heating and Domestic 
systems. Efficient, cost effective, reliable 
and professional service. Call Talmath with 
New Gen Energy at (719) 588-8276 or visit 
us online: newgenenergy.com

Natural Hoof Care Practitioner
AANHCP Natural Hoof Care Practitioner- 
Narayan Khalsa. Hoof care modeled after the 
wild horses of the Great Basin. Going on 30 
years of tried and true practices, facilitating 
sound horses. Call for free consultation 
and/or to make an appointment. 949-326-
3269 www.effectivepetwellness.com www.
naturalhorsehoof.com

Recycle-Creede Recycling Services
Recycle-Creede provides drop-off recycling 
services in Crestone the 3rd Saturday of 
every month in The Laughing Buddha 
parking lot. We take almost everything! For 
more details call 303-503-9975; visit us on 
Facebook and at www.creede.org.

DirecTV Sales, Installation, and 
Service

DirecTV For Sales, Installation and Service 
call Dennis at 256-4110.

Is the World Spinning Out of 
Control?

Actually, there is an answer and it might 
surprise you.  Find out more: 
www.us-outpost.com

Crestone Talks! Email Discussion 
Group

Crestone Talks! Email Discussion Group for 
Crestone. Events, perspectives, queries, and 
the uncategorizeable. To subscribe, send 
a blank email: crestonetalks-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

SAGUACHE COUNTY BOARD Of COMMISSIONERS SEEkS 
CRESTONE/BACA PLANNING COMMISSION MEMBERS

Saguache County Board of Commissioners is seeking a Crestone/
Baca Planning Commission member.

A Member is needed from:  Two members are needed from the Baca 
Grande Subdivision, two members are needed to represent the Town of 
Crestone; one member and one alternate, a member is needed to repre-
sent the Baca Grande Property Owners Association and three alternates 
are needed.  

The representative must be a property owner or a manager of prop-
erty and reside in the area they are interested in representing.  Regular 
member terms are for three years, Town of Crestone representative and 
BGPOA representative terms are for one year term.

Crestone/Baca Planning Commission meets on the second Wednes-
day of each month, usually at the Crestone Town Hall.  The Planning 
Commission may also have work sessions through out each month to 
work on the Sub Area Master Plan and different items.

If you are interested please send a brief letter of interest stating 
qualifications and interest to:  Saguache County Land Use, PO Box 326, 
Saguache, CO 81149 prior to January 3, 2014.  Should you have any 
questions please call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2321.

NOTICE Of PUBLIC 
HEARING

The Board of County Com-
missioners will hold a Public 
Hearing in the Saguache County 
Road and Bridge meeting room 
located at 305 – 3rd Street, 
Saguache, Colorado, on the fol-
lowing date: 

Tuesday, January 21, 
2014 from 4:00 PM to 6:00 PM

to consider proposed chang-
es to the Saguache County Land 
Development Code

Articles IV – specifically 
Retail Marijuana regulations

To view the proposed chang-
es you may contact the Saguache 
County Land Use Department – 
PO Box 326, Saguache, CO 81149 
or wmaez@saguachecounty-co.
gov, or by calling 719-655-2321 or 
you may view the changes on our 
website at www.saguachecounty.
net.

Written comments will be 
accepted until Friday, Janu-
ary 17, 2014 and may be sent 
to Saguache County Land Use 
Department at PO Box 326, 
Saguache, CO 81149 or email to 
wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov.  

By: Linda Joseph, Chair-
man

Chairman, Saguache Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners

Ring in the  
New Year 

with  
 
 
 

 

KRZA!  
 

When I feed the hungry, they call me a saint. When I ask why people 
are hungry, they call me a communist.  —Helder Camara
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:annekellycrestone@yahoo.com
mailto:wrdwyz@gmail.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
mailto:kaibeetch@gmail.com
http://www.beetchhouse.com
mailto:soularquest@gail.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
mailto:queenvi@mac.com
mailto:info@crestonesi.org
http://www.effectivepetwellness.com
http://www.naturalhorsehoof.com
http://www.naturalhorsehoof.com
http://www.creede.org
http://www.us-outpost.com
http://www.saguachecounty
mailto:wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov


:: ARCHITECTURAL AND INTERIOR 
DESIGN ::

Carrie Caverly Design Studio specializes 
in sustainable, healthy, energy-efficient 
design. New construction or renovations 
: NCIDQ Interior Designer, LEED 
AP, BPI Building Analyst : Call for a 
FREE consultation : (303)885-8665 :  
carriecaverly.wordpress.com/

Xplore Design
Your Website is an Investment. Ridiculously 
good customer service and seriously 
inspired design. 719-239-3300 or markt@
xplore-design.com

Looking for a Healthcare 
Practitioner?

Looking for a health care practitioner in 
Crestone? Massage therapists, herbalists, 
energy healers, doulas, and more. Also 
lodging, hot springs, gift certificates. www.
crestonehealers.com.

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—22 years 
Computer Technician with full shop in the 
Baca. Windows, VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical 
needs. Prompt, reliable, generous rates. 
Contact Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@ 
gmail.com

Share Your Christian Faith
Use this powerful online tool to introduce 
others to the truth of the Bible and the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ; an online Gospel 
tract that presents a glorious message of 
hope and direct access to meaningful and 
trusted links. www.us-outpost.com

Licensed Real Estate Appraisal
Licensed Real Estate Appraiser with 25 
years experience, many years experience in 
Crestone. Don Root. 937-7796 or 720-244-
1097. donald.root@yahoo.com.

Help Wanted
Construction Lead Person

All around self motivated lead person for large  
wood frame residential project. Reply with 
work experience, trades you’re familiar with, & 
contact info. CCTcrestone@gmail.com

Misc. Wanted
WANTED: Bodhisattvas

For the benefit of all beings, starting with 
all beings here and now! 
www.ModelEarth.Org/wanted.html

Straw Bales – New or Old
New & golden or old & moldin’, our garden 
needs ‘em. Please call Janet at 719-937-
3767 or stop by the Crestone Eagle office.

Housemate wanted:
Private bedroom with private bathroom 
plus screened in porch. Very quiet, peaceful 
and beautiful. Shared kitchen and living 
space. Pets in household. Contact DeAnna 
719-256-4455

PERFECT HOUSESITTER 
AVAILABLE

Wanted: 6 months of house-sitting, seeking 
small, light, and warm. Stunning references, well-
known community member, and one extremely 
well-behaved dog. Call (719) 588-0122

Misc. for Sale
FIREWOOD

Firewood ~ 2 – 4 Cord Loads ~ $175.00 per Cord 
~ Free Delivery ~ Call or Text 719-395-6253

GOOGLE JIM STARRY
FIREWOOD $250 a cord–get early for $200–3 
bedroom needing a single older no pets, 
no smoke, Casita Park, happy house. $350 
including. 92 Toyota 4×4 pickup. $2800. 73 
Open Road $2700, 84 Toyota Dolphin $4500. 
719-221-5059 or 815-499-1267. GOOGLE 
JIM STARRY

Misc for sale
Vermont Castings dark blue woodstove 
$550 with some piping phone 256-5029.

A Piece of Crestone
Send a chunk of Crestone to your loved 
ones! A small Crestone Conglomerate rock, 
complete with explanatory reprint from 
The Crestone Eagle, attractively packaged 
in a 3”x3” box for only $5. All sales benefit 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors. Available at 
His & Hers Hairstyling and The Crestone 
Eagle

Community Service
CB Village – Local Help, Give & 

Receive
CB Village is a local time bank where you 
can help others and gain credit for future 
help when you need it. Go to www.cbvillage.
net or call 480-8757 to join for free.

Emotional and Spiritual 
Counseling

Change your life for free. “Change 
your mind/change your reality/expand 
consciousness through grace.” Alice 
Blaszak provides free emotional and 
spiritual counseling to local residents. 
Privacy maintained. Phone Alice at 256-
5670 for appointment.

Need Food? Emergency Food 
Supply-

Need Food? The Moffat Food Bank will 
provide an emergency supply of food for 3 
days to anyone in need. Open 2-4 Tuesdays. 
Call for information at 256-4226.

Need Food? Crestone Food Bank 
is now Open

Crestone Food Bank is now open in the 
Crestone Town Center, SW corner of Galena 
& Alder. Open Wednesdays from 1-3pm, 
and as needed. Call Denise 256-4644.

Free
Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

Designing the Earth Anew 
Together:

We have to first together decide what the 
ideal world should be, before we can 
together start creating it! 
www.ModelEarth.Org

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-14

SAGUACHE COUNTY LANDfILL
NEW HOURS Of OPERATION

Beginning January 1, 2014 the Saguache County Landfill will have 
new hours of operation.   They will be:

Tuesday – 8:00am to 3:00 pm
Thursday thru Saturday – 8:00am to 3:00pm
Closed Sunday, Monday and Wednesday

The landfill will on occasion close early due to high winds and will 
be closed on certain major holidays.  For information on closures and 
questions regarding the Saguache County Landfill please call 719-655-
2554 Monday thru Friday 7am to 3:30pm and on Saturdays at 719-221-
1956 8am to 3:00pm.   

Service • Safety • Satisfaction

THE VALLEY’S HOME  
FOR THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

( 7 1 9 )  2 5 6 - 4 7 6 8
www.shangri lahstove.com

Call Nathan or David today 
to see how we can save you 
money on your heating bill!

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service
by David Lindsey
It’s the season to let us 
sweep our way 
into your hearth. 

256-4400
Sponsored by Shangrilah Stove & Spa

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service

TM

Early this past November 
marked the completion of 
my second year with San Luis 
Valley REC. The past two 
years have gone by quickly 
and when I think about the 
work that has been accom-
plished during that time by 
the dedicated employees of 
SLVREC, I cannot imag-
ine you, as members and 
the owners of this organiza-
tion, would not be pleased 
with these accomplishments 
and the future of the coop-
erative. I can assure you, I 
am proud of what has been 
accomplished. I am looking 

forward to seeing the benefits 
of the many new initiatives 
that have been set in place 
and that will be accomplished 
over the coming years. 

The directors of SLVREC’s  
Board are effective represen-
tatives of the membership, 
providing knowledgeable 
leadership for the coop-
erative. I have worked with 
several boards and director 
groups in the past; from my 
perspective, the SLVREC 
Board is second to none.

I am most grateful that 
the membership has elected a 
Board who provides me with 
great guidance in doing my 
part to lead us into the future.

In addition to an out-
standing Board of Directors, 
I want to let you know that 
the employees of SLVREC 
are equally as dedicated and 
effective in managing the 
day-to-day functions of the 

cooperative. As many of you 
know, a fiber optic network 
is being installed to provide 
new capabilities in managing 
SLVREC’s electric system and 
to reduce the cost of operat-
ing the electric system in the 
future. 

The willingness and com-
mitment by every SLVREC 
employee to learn the skills 
necessary to install and main-
tain this new infrastructure 
has been impressive. This 
commitment and investment 
by the employees will pay 
dividends in the future.

I acknowledge that I have 
used many superlatives in 
my comments above; but, 
they have been earned. I 
continue to be most grateful 
to be a part of SLVREC. You 
have my commitment for 
me to do my part to lead this 
cooperative into the future, 
working diligently to man-

Looking Back on 2013

3625 US Hwy 160 W
P.O. Box 3625

Monte Vista, CO  81144

age the organization, to effec-
tively communicate with the 
membership, to implement 
innovative improvements in 
all areas that make sense, to 
respond quickly and thor-
oughly to member requests 
and to engage in all aspects of 
enhancing the quality of life 
in the San Luis Valley.

My wife, Karen, and I have 
found a new home in the Val-
ley. Thank you for having us! 
We look forward to continu-
ing to meet new friends, visit-
ing new places and enjoying 
life throughout the Valley.

 

Loren Howard 
CEO San Luis Valley REC
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Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

New classifieds online. Go to: 
www.crestoneeagle.com!

http://www.crestonehealers.com
http://www.crestonehealers.com
http://www.us-outpost.com
mailto:donald.root@yahoo.com
mailto:CCTcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.ModelEarth.Org/wanted.html
http://www.cbvillage
http://www.ModelEarth.Org
http://www.shangrilahstove.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Keno
On Colorado’s Front Range 

they see their heaviest snows 
when they have upslope winds. 
Why isn’t that the case here for 
Crestone? 

Downslope winds cause the 
most snow to fall here, and this 
is the total opposite of what takes 
place on Colorado’s Front Range; 
such wind on the Front Range 
means the snow there will stop—
not pick up! So why is this the 
case? 

The main reason is that with 
a strong east to northeast air flow 
off our mountains, along with an 
upper level low to our south, such 
conditions impacts portions of 
our area (along with parts of the 
northern SLV on occasion, but 
usually not the rest of the valley). 
Once this pattern sets up, the up-
slope flow on the other side of the 
Sangres spills over on to the lee-
ward side (i.e. Crestone), and the 
result is amazing snow amounts 
for our area. 

The Sangres are very com-
plex, and with their highest peaks 
upwind from the greater Crestone 
area, this is what adds to the lo-
calized heavy snowfall. The 14ers 
here provided exceptional uplift of 
air, while for the rest of the foothills 
and SLV, not so much. So yes, it’s 
the height of the Sangres up wind 
from Crestone that determines the 
heavy snow totals. This condition is 
known as “blow-over snow”.

So the lift of terrain from the 
Custer County side carries the 

snow over into our foothills, and 
over several miles out to the edges 
of both where the Grants and Ca-
sita Park are located. When we 
see these snows, the upper flow 
is quite strong from the east or 
northeast. With these events there 
is typically some widespread (syn-
optic) lift also in play with the up-
per low.

Now to explain this upslope/
downslope condition a bit more, 
let’s look at the town of Saguache. 
Upslope flow there would be a 
south wind, but the terrain only 
rises around 200 feet from Alam-
osa to Saguache. That is not much 
upslope, and south winds in the 
valley during the cold season do 
not contain much moisture any-
way. The greater Crestone area is 
several hundred, to a throusand 
feet, above the valley floor, so a 
bit more upslope does occur. How-
ever, during a west or southwest 
flow winter event (where Crestone 
should see upslope snows), the 
flow from the eastern San Juans 
is strongly downslope. Moisture 
is “wrung out” of the atmosphere 
in the eastern San Juans, plus 
the strong downslope flow warms 
and dries the air flowing into and 
through the valley. Since the air is 
fairly dry, this is why the upslope 
flow around Crestone isn’t too 
strong, as the air needs to go high-
er up into the Sangres, and then 
that snow mainly only falls on 
the summits and over into Custer 
County. 

All of this is the general rea-
son why downslope is more likely 
to bring to the greater Crestone 
area more snow than upslope 
snow.

I’d like to thank Thomas Mag-
nuson, the Chief Meteorologist at 
our Pueblo weather office for help-
ing me explain why this is so. 

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
Nov. 21 to Dec. 20

Total precipitation for period: 
Liquid precip: 2.71”
Snow: 31.4” 
Measurable precipitation fell on 7 
days.
Measurable snow fell on 7 days.
A trace of snow fell on 2 days.
Measurable rain fell on 1 day.
Ice crystals fell on 3 days
Total precipitation year to date
Since Jan 1: 15.04”
Total snow to date  
Since Jan 1: 70.2”
Snow Season *: 38.9”
*Snow season runs from July 1 to 
June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 44.1°F on November 
21 
Low temp: -8.7°F on December 10 
Avg. high: 25.2°F 
Avg. low: 5.9°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 40°: 1
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 32°: 6
Number of days with the low tem-
perature below 10°: 21
Number of days with the low tem-
perature below zero°: 10
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 1.5 mph  
Highest gust: 31 mph on Decem-
ber 4
Main direction: Out of the south.

Weather summary:   
Lots to report for this time 

frame, although most of the 
weather action took place in the 
last week of November. For the 
entire period, temperatures were 
way below normal, with precipita-
tion way above normal for the end 
of November, and way below nor-
mal for December. 

Temperature-wise we saw 
10 record low readings recorded 
(including record low highs, and 
too many to list here) during the 

period. For snowfall, we record-
ed record daily amounts on both 
November 24 and 25, with 20.4 
inches on the 25th being the sec-
ond highest one-day snowfall total 
for any day in November (the re-
cord is 28.5 inches, set on Nov 28, 
1997). The total snowfall from the 
storm was 25.4 inches, with any-
where from 20 to 33 inches being 
reported around the greater Cre-
stone area. We also set a record 
on November 24 for precipitation, 
at 1.92 inches, shattering the old 
mark of 0.12 inches, set in 1992. 

Outlook for January:
First for those who live in 

the valley and the foothills be-
low 8,200 feet, the below-normal 
temperature trend could persist 
through February, as past years 
have taught us that if the valley 
accumulates a deep snow pack in 
late November or early December, 
it leads to a persistent tempera-
ture inversion, trapping cold air 
in the valley until the snow melts. 

Normally for January, we see 
our coldest weather of the year, 
but not that much snow. The av-
erage 0.58 inches of precipitation 
for the month is the second lowest 
amount (tied with December) that 
we see out of the 12 months. The 
snowfall average is 9.8 inches. 
The wettest January was in 2005 
when 1.73 inches of precip was 
recorded, and the most snow hap-
pened in the same year with 23.4 
inches falling.

Temperature-wise, we can 
expect to see highs and low of 
around 33° and 7° in the first week 
of the new year, and then a slight 
warm up to 35° and 10° by the end 
of the month. The record high for 
January is 59°, set in 1986, and 
the record low is -20°, set in 2008.

The 30-day outlook for Janu-
ary is calling for above-average 
temperatures (but again, this may 
not hold true for valley locations), 
along with normal snowfall.

Ask 
  the 
Weatherman

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

PAPER:
(Oldie but goodie!)    
	 ❑	 $20 - 12 issues, Bulk mail 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state)
	 ❑		$32 - 12 issues, First class   

DIGITAL:  
(Best value!)    

❑	 Just $15 for 12 issues .pdf file 
❑	 $5 add’l with paper subscription
Go digital with The Crestone Eagle!                  

❍	I am a new subscriber			❍	Just a renewal  ❍	I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _______________________ Email: _____________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________

Note: For current Crestone weather 
conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.

PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
P.O. BOX 512
CRESTONE, CO 81131
719 256 4505
PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

• STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION 
• NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES 
• PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR
• CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
• REMODELS

CONSTRUCTION

  • STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION

 • NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES

 • PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR

 • CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION

 • REMODELS

 PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
 P.O. BOX 512
 CRESTONE, CO 81131
 719 937 7756
 PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

David Hillman photographed this frosty below zero scene in December along the T. Road 
between Crestone and Moffat.

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.keno.org/vws
mailto:PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
mailto:PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/pay
mailto:sdossenback@gmail.com
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