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Fresh snow and the mountains above Crestone. photo by Bill Ellzey who will be holding his 15th Annual Art Show on December 13 & 14. Please see article on page C-1,on the
cover of our special holiday section.
To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

Bonanza City will not be declared abandoned,
holds onto title of ‘Colorado’s Smallest Town’
by Lisa Cyriacks
After two hearings and
months of debate and deliberation,
the Secretary of State’s office has
decided that “Colorado’s Smallest
Town” Bonanza City, population
1, will remain a town. Despite the
town’s only remaining full-time
resident, Mark Perkovich supporting the abandonment of the town
government, there are other summer residents who wanted to keep
the town status.
Under state law, a town will

become a “ghost town if it fails to
hold elections and/or operate a government for five years.
Deputy Secretary of State
Suzanne Staiert said, “I applaud
the passion and civic engagement
of individuals on both sides of this
issue.” Staiert presided over the
October 14th hearing held in Saguache where proponents and opponents of abandonment presented
their evidence and arguments.
According to the decision presented by the Secretary of State’s

office, the decision is partially due
to a 2009 election in which Bonanza’s residents voted to dissolve the
town by a vote of 11 to 10. Ironically, that margin, however, did not
represent the two-thirds majority
required by state law to dissolve.
The special election came
to light after the hearing. In Saguache District Court documents,
listing Ben Gibbons as the attorney
for the Town of Bonanza in a 2006
successful election contest filed by
continued on page 4

Baca Water & Sanitation faces residents over rate increases
by Sandia Belgrade
A room full of residents came
before the Baca Water & Sanitation Board at its November meeting to ask questions about the
proposed budget, particularly as
it affects mil levy and rate hikes.
The board rearranged the agenda
so that the 2014-15 budgets would
be discussed first. While the backand-forth questioning was done in
a spirit of good will, it raised issues
that the board and this community
need to address.

Historically, the budget is
about the balance of needed improvements to an older system,
operations, payouts to a management team, and consideration for
what the residents, many of whom
are on fixed incomes, can afford.
Rates continue to rise along with
costs of long-term debt and many,
like Lynn Drake, wondered whether there was a ceiling on fees and
taxes or are they going to keep going up. Increasing them every year
indicated to many at the meeting

that better planning and alternatives are needed if people can afford to live here.
A County accounting error
resulted in a windfall for local governments & special districts such
as Baca Water and Sanitation District which got $131,881. Among
the many questions that came up,
residents wanted to know why
that wasn’t being used to defray
increases for the customers. Residents in attendance were dismayed
continued on page 6

Hold did the old-timers survive the
winter? See story on page B-1.
Above: Example of popular reading material for winter in the early 1900’s
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Editor’s Notes
Winter light

As I sit down to write these
notes the Town of Crestone is all
lit up during WinterFest. There
has been a big effort spearheaded
by Elaine Johnson and Steve McDowell to have lights and trees go
up around town. Michael Divine
and many other volunteers also
helped in support of WinterFest.
It is fun to see the town lit up at
night and so many people out enjoying all the festivities. Many
thanks to all those who “got the
spirit” going.
I love December, the warmth
of the woodstove on crisp nights
that make me feel all snug in our
cabin. Deep vast starry skies that
you only see when the air is so
cold and clear. Mornings when we
wake to fresh snow or hoar frost
that transforms the landscape—
turning dried brush and fences
into works of art.
Winter is the time for quieting down and introspection. For
finally getting together with close
friends now that the summer hyper-buzz of activity is over.
For me as I go into winter I
have much to reflect upon. The
auto accident that I was in 3
months ago has changed me in
some ways. I think close calls
with death or trauma do that.
It makes you realize what is really important in life. How important people, love, good health
and friendships are. And how
unimportant are so many of our
self-created daily dramas.
Every day is a gift. People
are a gift, be kind. Live in gratitude. Do not let your own true
self and dreams get passed by.
Be happy. So simple really.
I’ll soon be putting up my
winter solstice tree—a small little one covered in colored lights
to delight my spirit.
Wishing all of you a joyful
and light-filled holiday season.
—Kizzen

www.crestoneeagle.com

Neighbors Helping
Neighbors: Crestone
Calendar Guys

Dear Crestone Community,
It takes a village to care for
one another. Please help us help a
neighbor by buying the 10th anniversary issue of Crestone Calendar
Guys. This will be a fun holiday gift
to give and they are on sale at the
Desert Sage, Elephant Cloud and
the Mercantile. You can also buy
using PayPal by going to nhncrestone.org.
There are many people to
thank for making this fundraiser
successful. Special thanks to Martin Macaulay for taking the photos
and for donating hours on layout
and design. We thank Bill Ellzey
for donating studio space, and
of course, thanks to all of the 77
guys for showing up with a sense
of humor and willingness to help a
neighbor in crisis.
The calendar release party
was successful! We thank Benjamin and Michelle for donating
space at the Cloud. Thanks to the
donors who paid for the cost of the
food and wine and Tom Whitehead
who donated the food preparation.
Because NHN does not spend money to make money we are better
able to serve our community.
May 2015 be a blessed year
for all of us!
Neighbors Helping Neighbors
Board

Stay the lane

Dear Editor,
We would like to express our
heartfelt thanks to all who voted
for us in the POA board election.
Your support is gratefully received
and deeply appreciated.
Now the work begins and we
hope your enthusiasm will continue. We invite you to attend board
meetings whenever you can and to
stay informed by staying in touch.
We also welcome your thoughts
and ideas. Sugandha and Joanna
are also available at the Cloud Station every Thursday from 11am to
noon.
Sugandha Brooks (sugandha.
brooks@gmail.com)
Matie Belle Lakish (mblbacapoa@gmail.com)
Joanna Theriault (bacamigo@
gmail.com)

To all with thanks!
My horses are trained for
traffic, so please stay in your lane.
I’m grateful for your kindness, but
don’t want any accidents.
Thanks,
Michael Dyas

Farewell, dragons, fairies & beloved dead

Dear Crestone Community,
This marks the end of a threeyear series: the bi-annual Dragon
and Fairie and The Day of the Dead
street fests and parades. Thank you
to all the ways you may have collaborated, participated and received
this offering. I am finishing this series with gratitude and delight in
the deepening of our relationships
between each other, our environment and the cycles of time. I am
now in the process of reflection and
review. Accepting the completion of
a cycle. It is now time for me to critique the project: what worked and
what didn’t. If, after this period of
reflection, I choose to continue with
community fests and parades, I imagine I will be assessing how to increase collaboration, participation,
and energetic and financial stability. I welcome any feedback and
copies of documentation. We do not
yet know what the future may have
in store. More likely than not the
cold winter will be followed by the
warming of spring. Most likely, we
will continue to share in ongoing
unfoldings of beginnings and ends.
Maybe this series was just a short
story, or maybe the first chapter
of a longer tale. And maybe, just
maybe, the magic of the Phoenix of
Peace may prevail.
Blessings and gratitude.
Allison Wonderland (littlerustyworksgirl@yahoo.com)

Thank you

Dear Saguache County residents,
I just wanted to say thanks
again for all the support and encouragement so many of you provided through this election process.
Since the start of this process I
knew that we are not in charge of
the outcome and that if I am not in
the Assessor’s office that God has
a different purpose for me. I want
to congratulate the winners of the
elections and I want to challenge
the rest of us to encourage, support, and hold accountable those
whom we elect into office to serve
the public. Their job is to work for
us, listen to us and make the best
decisions possible for the community as a whole. I have learned
much about this community and
am thankful and blessed to be a
part of it.
Respectfully,
Janet Nelson-Cox

	
  

Feasibility study thanks

Dear Editor,
I would like to take this opportunity to publically acknowledge and thank the many residents
of the Crestone-Baca community
who recently took the time from
their busy schedules to participate
in the Northern Saguache County
Library District’s Feasibility Study

From CYP

TIM LOVATO
DISTRICT 3 COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Fellow voters and citizen of Saguache County, I would
like to thank everyone who supported me in General
Election on November 4th. For those of you who voted
for me and those of you who wrote letters of endorsement,
I thank you for your continued support. I have talked to
many of you and have noted your comments. I will continue to listen to your concerns as County Commissioner
representing District 3. Please feel free to contact me.
Once again Thank You for your trust.

719.655.2563 • timnlovato@yahoo.com

Congratulations to Sam Rudoff
on your graduation from
New Mexico State University
We're so proud of you!
Love, Dad, Maman Q,
Elise & The Rat
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Care & kindness

Dear Editor,
We want to express our deep

WINTER LIGHT IN CRESTONE
Morning light in Crestone
is awake before dawn,
paling the stars
with plumrose shawls,
then climbing behind
Needle and Kit,
to spray the far Garitas gold.
A warming wave of sunshine laps
eastward on the valley floor,
clanking the roofs of cold Casitas,
creaking the decks of les Chalets:
thermal carolers come to play.
Afternoon light in Crestone
isn’t the haze of sulfurous cities
nor mufflered mist of suburban
sprawl.
It’s stark and sharp,
creased and clear,
for seeing whole
the truths right here.
Evening light in Crestone
slowly retracts the morning’s
tide.
It lingers, softening glints and
shades,
deepening hues of streams and
glades.
Merely a sunset on alpine snow-Of so much beauty, loathe to let
go.
Winter light in Crestone
celebrates the blare
of a billion flaming stars.
Few, if any, much like ours,
and life--on Earth terms--wildly
rare.
But the love that made them:
Everywhere! Singing
auroral hymns of praise
for becoming Awake
these waning days.
I can wade into dimming night
trusting the love in Crestone
light.
—David T. MacFarland

gratitude to the Beelendorf-Byer
family for their recent amazing
grace with us. The day after Halloween night, our loyal dog Chico
bit their sweet toddler Shoshi in
the face. Needless to say, we were
all very concerned. What we feel
needs to be shared is the amount of
love and healing that came through
this dramatic event. The level of
presence, allowance, acceptance,
care, and kindness that was shared
between our two families during a
potentially traumatic situation is
worthy of our reverence. Our wake
up call (and citation) to care for our
Chico and be more mindful of his
interactions came with grace and
love instead of guilt, shame, blame
and fear . . . far better teachers. So,
thank you so much Sunia, Michelle,
Benji, Shannon, and sweet Shoshi .
. . who is making a full recovery.
The Cabeza-Kinney Clan

Democracy for the POA

Dear Editor:
Fascism showed its ugly face
in Ferguson, MO. No one who saw
huge armored vehicles plowing into
a crowd of peaceful protesters can
doubt the military presence there,

loaded to the teeth with tear gas.
Militarization to control citizens is a hallmark of oligarchy—
rule by the wealthy—control of ordinary folks by the rich with their
property and influence. Revolutions have been fought to replace
oligarchy with democracy.
Our POA, our local governance, is an oligarchy. The resident
with ten lots gets ten votes. Property can out-vote a living person
with fewer lots—it is anti-democratic. As long as we allow a political structure that entrenches
the 1%, 99% of us will be unrepresented. Regardless of how intelli-

gently we revise rules or how many
good and bright people labor to govern the Baca—the structure, the
philosophy behind the structure,
dooms their efforts to discord and
failure. We are raised to believe
in democracy and expect “taxation
with representation”.
Dissolution of the POA and
its replacement with equitable and
transparent governance is the only
viable alternative to the problems
we’ve had. We can have a local democracy too!
Respectfully,
Pavita Decorah

Send an Eagle home
for Christmas!
www.crestoneeagle.com

A subscription to
The Crestone Eagle
makes a wonderful gift!






719.256.4956
email info@
crestoneeagle.com

for the proposed new CrestoneBaca Library. Fifty-five interviews
were conducted with individuals
and/or couples from the CrestoneBaca community. Their comments
and suggestions are what made
up the core of the study’s final report which was presented to the
NSCLD Board at their November
meeting on November 19.
A feasibility study is a process
intended to only gather information
through a series of one-on-one interviews. What has been achieved
through this feasibility study interview process is, I believe, a very
comprehensive analysis by the
residents of the community with
respect to the proposed new library
facility for the Crestone-Baca community.
Conducting this feasibility
study for the NSCLD has been a
truly wonderful and enlightening
experience. One I will never forget.
My sincere thanks once again to
all the participants. My very best
wishes, energy and blessings to the
entire Crestone-Baca community
for a joyous holiday season.
Robert Eiserman
Four Directions Consulting

This gift lasts the whole year.
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Crestone is lit up this holiday season!
Starting with WinterFest and the Festival of Lights, downtown businesses have made a
special effort to light up the town with colorful lights and decorations.

Elaine Johnson & Steve McDowell set up small Christmas trees with lights around town,
and businesses have decorated them. This one in front of the Casa del Soul is especially pretty! (And check out the one by the Crestone Eagle office as well!)

Jason Irwin (can you spot him?) is up in the large ponderosa tree near the Crestone
Mercantile, stringing lights. They were lit during the Winterfest celebration to great applause and hot chocolate!

Bonanza

continued from page 1
candidate Gail Holbrook. Holbrook,
now deceased, had served as both
mayor and town clerk in the past.
Ben Gibbons, currently the
Saguache County attorney, had
filed for Bonanza’s abandonment
in October 2013 on behalf of the
Saguache County Commissioners.
Saguache County Commissioners argued Bonanza hadn’t had an
election in a long time and that it
didn’t have any elected leaders.
That’s why they wanted to strip its
township title.
In a brief submitted on behalf of opponents, Stuart Anderson (Salida law firm Anderson and
Hughes, P.C.) argued that, “The
county, through its attorney, knew
there had been an election in 2006.
By failing to disclose what it knew
and by taking a position contrary to
what it knew to be true, the County
introduced error into its own application.”
The decision from the Secretary of State’s office also found
that a town government existed for

some of the five-year period immediately prior to the application. In
the court order resolving the 2006
election dispute (dated January 7,
2007), the court installed three individuals receiving the next highest votes as trustees. Evidence
was also submitted showing that
Saguache County Road and Bridge
continued to receive payment for
services provided.
While the evidence supports
preserving the town, the future of
Bonanza lies with its only resident.
Other testimony indicated several
seasonal residents interested in
maintaining what they love about
Bonanza, but it is unclear what
role they can play in forming town
government.
Nostalgia for days past has
won the day. Bonanza had its heyday in the 1880’s when silver was
discovered. Population peaked at
1,000. After a catastrophic fire in
1937, little remains of the original
town, but what is there is precious
to some.
For now, Bonanza will continue to be called a town as well
as holding the title of “Colorado’s
Smallest Town”.

www.crestoneeagle.com

Saguache County crime report
by Mary Lowers
Motorists
in
Saguache
County may have noticed fewer
deputies patrolling because county officers were working security
at a jury trial. Quite a bit happened despite a shrunken police
presence.
A Saguache man was taken
into custody in Saguache and
held on $3000 bail for violation of a restraining order. Midmonth another Saguache man
was jailed and held on $1000 bail
for violating a restraining order.
A 19-year-old Alamosa man was
arrested in Saguache on five misdemeanor counts including driving under the influence of drugs
or alcohol, driving with excessive
alcohol content, driving without
a valid driver’s license, reckless
driving and having no evidence
of insurance. His bail was set at
$500. A Denver man, 30, was arrest in Saguache on a failure to
appear charge and was held on
$2000 bail.
In the second week of November Saguache residents on city
water were ordered to boil their
water before drinking. A regular
test of the water on November 7
reported the water contained elevated coliform levels. This can
indicate fecal contamination. The
town well in question was disinfected and ran clean from taps by
November 13.

The Colorado State Patrol in Alamosa reported a fatal
crash early in the month. Early
in the morning of November 3
the Mosca/Hooper Fire Department was dispatched to a vehicle fire on Alamosa County Rd.
106N and Alamosa County Rd. 7
North. Two vehicles were at the
scene, one engulfed in flames.
The firemen informed the State
Patrol who hurried to the scene.
A vehicle driven by a Mosca woman, 51, failed to yield the right of
way to an Alamosa man driving
in a pickup north on County Rd
106. The truck collided with the
Mosca woman’s SUV which then
caught fire and was engulfed in
flames. The truck proceeded to
roll, ejecting the driver. The Alamosa Coroners’ Office declared
both drivers dead at the scene.
Investigation of the accident is
ongoing. Drugs and alcohol were
not factors in the crash.
A Crestone man, 71, was
cited and summoned to appear in
county court for unlawful ownership of a dangerous dog. Another
Crestone man was summoned to
appear in county court for the unlawful ownership of another dangerous dog. This incident caused
bodily injury to a Crestone girl
who was bitten on the face and
neck.
Here’s hoping everyone has a
safe, crime-free holiday.

Advent and
Christmas blessings
from the
Nada Carmelite
Hermitage
community

Merry
Christmas
and Happy
New Year!
From the Board

of
Saguache County
Commissioners

Holiday Special - December Only

$20 off 1-½ hour of massage during

December, including Holiday Gift Certificates
• Chi Nei Tsang: Abdominal Unwinding
• Colon Hydro Therapy • Therapeutic Bodywork

Hands with Heart

Anna Louise Stewart • CMT, CCT

970.290.7710
AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom . blogspot.com
Providing Heart-Centered Care in Crestone for over 10 years!
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Republicans win top state seats,
but both parties win in Saguache
County, sales tax fails
by Lisa Cyriacks
Saguache County races resulted in three wins for the Democrats
and three wins for the Republicans.
Democrat Tim Lovato won
County Commissioner District 3
with 1,371 votes to 893 for Ellen
Cox. Pete Peterson won with a narrow margin of 97 votes over his
Republican opponent Janet Nelson-Cox. (1,182 to 1,085). County
Coroner Tom Perrin received 1,795
in an uncontested race.
Republican incumbent Carla
Gomez won re-election with a nice
margin of 1,218 votes over Christina Wilson who received 1,062
votes. Dan Warwick received 1,127
votes for County Sheriff, putting
his ahead of his Democratic opponent Tristan Van Zalinge (885
votes) and unaffiliated candidate
Edie Ashley (271 votes). County
Treasurer Connie Trujillo received
1,745 votes in an uncontested race.
Saguache
County
voters
turned down a sales tax increase to
help fund the county landfill 1,320961 and Center voters approved

the funds for new water tanks for
the town 233-167.
The GOP swept the national
races securing majorities in the
both House and Senate. Colorado’s
governor’s race was not called until
Wednesday morning after Hickenlooper secured a very slim lead over
Bob Beauprez.
US Senator Mark Udall was
unseated by his opponent Cory
Gardner in heavily funded race.
Republicans outspent Democrats
by $49.5 million to $46.9 million to
secure the seat.
In other statewide races, Republican Wayne Williams won Secretary of State, Republican Walker
Stapleton won State Treasurer,
and Cynthia Coffman won State
Attorney General.
Republicans also won 5 out of
7 US Congressional District seats.
Democratic candidates Diane DeGette and Jarod Polis retained
there two seats in Districts 1 and
2. In our congressional district incumbent Republican Scott Tipton
won with 58% of the vote.

The Cloud Station

Kalisama Benefit with Avery DJ
December 12th ~ Doors @ 7:30pm

Puppet Show with Kelly
December 17th ~ 2pm

Plan Be Holiday Show ~ TBA
☞ Visit The Cloud Station on Facebook for details on last minute shows!

☞

Espresso Bar & Tea House~Winter Hours
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri ~ 7:30am - 12:30pm
Sat 8:30am - 1:30pm • Sun 8:30am - 1:30pm & 6:30pm - 9:30pm
200 Cottonwood Street, Downtown Crestone

info@thecloudstation.co • Cell 719.588.1278

2014 election: Turnout matters
by Lisa Cyriacks
Colorado had low turnout
for the 2014 mid-term elections:
2,076,256 voters cast ballots, or
57%.
The 2014 mid-term elections
were the first statewide contests
since the Colorado legislature
voted last year to make it easier
to cast a ballot. Under the controversial new law, residents who
neglect to register in advance can
register on Election Day itself.
The law also instituted all-mail
ballot elections, with limited voting centers available for those
who chose to vote in person.
Prior to the change to allmail ballot elections, Colorado’s
voter turnout was already among
the highest in the nation—third
in the 2012 presidential election.
In 2010, 73.5% of voters showed
up. In 2012, Colorado was third in
the nation for voter turnout with
71.1% of voters.
Fewer than 40,000 voters in
seven key Colorado counties were
the difference between a clean
Republican Party sweep of all
statewide offices, and both Gov.
John Hickenlooper and US Senator Mark Udall holding onto their
seats, according to an analysis
by Rocky Mountain PBS I-News.
Instead, those voters split their
tickets, choosing both Republican challenger Cory Gardner and
Democrat incumbent John Hickenlooper.
Gardner beat Udall by about
49,000 votes statewide and Hickenlooper defeated his Republican
opponent Bob Beauprez by about
58,000 votes out of about 2 million ballots cast. A switch of fewer
than 30,000 voters could have
changed either result.
Democratic Gov. John Hickenlooper will spend the first two
years of his second term with a
split legislature.
In the State House, the GOP
conceded majority. House Democrats will hold a 34-31 majority
after three of their members were

ousted in an election that clearly
favored Republicans in Colorado
and nationwide. In the State Senate, Republicans hold 18 seats
to the Democrats’ 17 for the first
time since 2004.
In other statewide races, Republican Wayne Williams won Secretary of State, Republican Walker
Stapleton won State Treasurer,
and Republican Cynthia Coffman
won State Attorney General.
Republicans also won five
out of seven US Congressional
District seats. Democratic candidates Diane DeGette and Jarod
Polis retained their two seats in
Districts 1 and 2. In our congressional district incumbent Republican Scott Tipton won with 58% of
the vote.
Saguache County voter turnout was in line with statewide
turnout—2,468 voters cast a ballot out of 4,289 active voters or
57.54%. Saguache County races
resulted in three wins for the
Democrats and three wins for the
Republicans.
Democrat Tim Lovato won
County Commissioner District 3
with 1,420 votes to 928 for Ellen
Cox. Pete Peterson won with a
narrow margin over his Republican opponent Janet Nelson-Cox.
(1,226 to 1,115). County Corner
Tom Perrin received 1,850 in an
uncontested race.
Republican incumbent Carla Gomez won re-election with a
nice margin of 1,261 votes over
Christina Wilson who received
1,099 votes. Dan Warwick received 1,163 votes for County
Sheriff, putting him ahead of his
Democratic opponent Tristan Van
Zalinge (914 votes) and unaffiliated candidate Edie Ashley (286
votes). County Treasurer Connie
Trujillo received 1,796 votes in an
uncontested race.
Saguache County voters
turned down a sales tax increase
to help fund the county landfill
1,371-991.

Saguache County Clerk’s office news:
All worked well for general election
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Please direct all inquiries to our broker,

Vivia Lawson: (719) 256-5800

Please do not contact the Eagle offices.
All inquiries will be mutually confidential.

by Carla Gomez
The 2014 general election
process has been completed. Official results have been posted and
are on the county’s website. Congratulations to all the candidates,
especially local candidates for a
well run campaign season. Newly
elected officials in the sheriff ’s office, assessor’s office and county
commissioner, along with re-elected officials in the treasurer’s and
clerk’s offices and coroner, are well
on track to proceed with their agendas for serving the people of the
county for the next four years.
It has been a good election
year, with adjustments to the new
election laws. Voter turnout was
exceptional, with approximately
73% of active voters returning their
voted ballot. National numbers for
voter participation were not even at
50%. We had no problems with the
process, machines worked as they
should, election judges were excep-

tional in performing their duties,
the newly installed ballot drop box
outside of the courthouse was busy
every day. Results were posted in
the courthouse lobby by 7:20pm on
election night. I believe this may
be a record for Saguache County
for a general election. Some may
recall that not too many years ago,
Saguache was one of the last counties in the United States to report
election results. We’ve certainly
come a long way.
I certainly appreciate the participation of voters and of the candidates for the class and respect they
all showed during their respective
campaigns, and of course the work
of the staff and election judges during this election year. On a personal note, I also appreciate and am
humbled by the confidence shown
by citizens in allowing me another
four years to continue to serve as
clerk & recorder.
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POA Report

Focused meeting targets
2015 POA budget

The Neighbors Helping Neighbors annual Thanksgiving Community Pot Luck Dinner was
again a wonderful time where friends enjoyed each other’s company and fabulous food.
The Charter School dining room was full to overflowing. A big thanks to everyone who
made this happen!
photo by Cathy Amenta

Baca Water & San.
costs concerns
continued from page 1
to find that overall the district is
only getting about $1,600 more/
month and the entire amount is going into the reserve. Cindy Reinhardt, board president, explained
that reserves are required by bonds
and can’t be touched until loans are
paid off. This a separate reserve;
the reserve from the large payout
is an emergency reserve and can
be used for such. Prior to having a
reserve, the district used a contingency fund. The reserve must be
maintained, but when asked if the
reserve just grows and grows, the
board replied that they haven’t had
this discussion before. (In comparison the POA has about $1 million
in reserve and still raises fees.)
One resident’s quandary
Lynn Drake was open enough
to use her situation as an example
of how the situation is affecting
residents. On a white board she
showed the total of the assessed
value of her house and the property
tax. She feels her payout to W&S
is disproportionate, amounting to
nearly 1/3 of the tax amount. Now
with rates getting raised again this
puts Crestone and the Baca out of
synch with the rest of the valley.
Additionally, other mil levies like
the library aren’t going up. Though
Lynn is paying less now to the district than in 2011, the increases
are a concern for her and others.
Positive takeaways
Kyle Grote stated the bottom
line that many present wanted to
know: just what will the increase be
to customers? As of now, a $2 monthly increase this year. Many were also
relieved to know that the mil levy is
capped at 50 mils for operations, and
that only 15% of our mil levy is unlimited and related to debt.
Addressing the increased
costs
Exactly how the board is planning to address the increased costs,
fees and taxes every year is something not known. Board President
Reinhardt said, “Everyone shares
your concern. We grapple with it
every month. We don’t know all the
solutions or how to cut overhead.

That conversation is still happening.” Many residents feel that conversation needs to happen soon,
especially in the form of long-term
planning. Lisa Cyriacks said what
many are thinking: “Increasing
fees and taxes every year is an unsustainable stop-gap measure.” Implementing more cost-saving measures is necessary for stakeholders
and is a step in the right direction,
for clearly what has been done is
not enough.
The highest costs to the District are staff salaries and benefits ($429,000). In addition to
this the District spends a significant amount, potentially as much
as $225,000, on Legal; $80,000,
Management; $65,000, Accounting; $40,000, Engineering; $40,000
on consultants. Lisa Johnson and
Lindsay Ross, retained from Special District Management Services
(SDMS), led much of the discussion
and went over line items that the
audience had questions about and
were very helpful. SDMS District
Manager Johnson presented scenarios for controlling costs. These
include reducing both operating
costs and consultant fees, with
more responsibility being shifted
to the local staff and streamlining
meetings. According to Johnson,
“My primary responsibility is the
District’s financial health, and a
part of that health means reducing my fees and supporting the local staff to be confident in taking
on more responsibility,” she said.
Since the District spends a significant amount for SDMS, which is a
large Denver-based management
company, it is reasonable to reduce
those costs.
A common theme emerging
Moira Forsythe asked, “What
is the relationship or interface between the POA and Baca Water?
Why aren’t funds that homeowners
pay for maintenance and services
conjoined? Why are there separate
funds for everything?” She, like
others, was responding to the glaring expenses our community pays
for outside management: $330,00
in the instance of Water & Sanitation; and another amount towards
POA management, Hammersmith.
One person commented that we
have qualified accountants and
lawyers and can keep the money in
our community.

by Earl W. Sutherland
The Board of Directors of the
Baca Grande Property Owners Association (POA) held a regularly
scheduled meeting on Nov. 13. It
was the first meeting for newly
elected directors Sugandha Brooks
and Joanna Theriault and for reelected director Matie Belle Lakish. There were sixteen in the audience.
The members’ forum included
a plea to act on the minutes of Aug.
28, 2014. There was also interest
in how the agenda is formulated.
Either the manager or a director
may provide agenda items, apparently with the consent of the other
directors. Members may also submit items for the agenda, ideally by
using a form available on the POA
website and submitting the proposal at least two weeks before the
meeting. It was observed by Acting
Community Manager McClure that
the schedule was very busy for the
rest of the year between the budget
and the consideration of a new contract with Hammersmith Management. There was also a request for
a new newsletter which would conform to ordinary standards of such
informational publications. Another member requested that the
forthcoming budget include funds
to create a more professional and
attractive front office and meeting
hall for the POA.
Officers for the new board
were elected: President, Matie
Belle Lakish; Vice-President, Nigel Fuller; Treasurer, Sugandha
Brooks; Secretary, Joanna Theriault.
It was approved that the 2013
audit be performed by the firm of
Waugh and Goodwin, who have
performed this service for the POA
for the seven previous years. Two
additional firms will be considered
for the 2014 audit.
The time of meeting will be
changed to 6pm. Executive sessions will be scheduled for 5:30, but
no votes ensuing therefrom will be
taken until 6pm, so as to retain
mandated transparency.

The budget for 2015 was presented by Community Manager
Alison McClure, attended by much
discussion by directors and members of the audience. The manager
noted that her estimate of a budget
calling for annual lot-owner dues
of $326 (versus this year’s $263)
was based on a billable lots figure
of 3911 (see this reporter’s article
in the November Crestone Eagle
where the subject of lot numbers
is discussed) and the summary of
the requests by the various departments. She observed that she had
received no guidance/direction or
even well defined suggestions from
the previous board of directors to
aid her efforts and, of course, with
the new board members only elected the week before there wasn’t
much opportunity for their interaction.
Some major topics of concern
were the collection of unpaid debts,
the need for a Reserve Fund and
the possibility that the POA’s existing contingency funds could be
earning substantially more interest than they do now. It was felt
that that the proposed hike in annual dues was excessive. The figure
of $283 was hit upon and Manager
McClure will endeavor to compress
the budget to accommodate this.
The board held a special meeting
on Nov. 17 to forward these efforts
at budget-setting, which should be
finalized by Dec. 1 so that the management company can proceed.
An almost mellow meeting.
Heralding a new way of doing the
important business?

WOODMAN DESIGN
Time to
• remodel the bath?
• add another bedroom?
• make a landscape plan?
• plan your dream home?
Home design in the
Moffat/Crestone/Baca
area for 25 years;
local references.
Janet Woodman
719-937-3767
woodmandesign@fairpoint.net
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Saguache
County
		 News
by Sandia Belgrade
A bird takes center stage
The Gunnison sage grouse
is now protected under the Endangered Species Act. Oil and gas development, years of overgrazing from
cattle, and a surge in residential
home development have put the bird
in peril. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service had previously cited the inadequacy of regulatory mechanisms
for conserving the Gunnison sage
grouse and its habitat as a significant threat to the species’ survival.
Fish and Wildlife Director Dan Ashe
said the bird qualifies as a threatened species under the Endangered
Species Act because it is likely to
be pushed to the brink of extinction
soon. Threatened status is less serious than endangered, which would
require tighter restrictions. The largest population of the Gunnison sage
grouse, about 4,000 birds, inhabits
the Gunnison basin, part of which
extends into Saguache County. Commissioner Linda Joseph has served
on the Gunnison Basin Sage Grouse
Strategic Committee. About 2,200
square miles will be designated as
critical habitat. The protection designation has its share of supporters
and opponents and will likely see a
number of legal challenges. Colorado
Governor John Hickenlooper immediately renewed the state’s threat
to sue to block the measures. Wild
Earth Guardians said threatened
status was inadequate and the bird
should have been granted the more
stringent endangered status. Ashe
said the area does not appear to have
significant potential for energy. The
BLM is authorized to manage the resources that make up the Gunnison
sage grouse’s habitat.
Election outcomes
Tim Lovato won the race for
the Saguache County Commissioner
seat, currently held by Linda Joseph.
Joseph, who is term-limited, will step
down at the end of the year. She is
the present chair of the Commissioners. Lovato, representing District
3, officially assumes the position in
January, joining Jason Anderson
and Ken Anderson on the board. He
is already attending meetings and
getting up to speed on issues.
County voters turned down a
1% sales tax increase that would
have funded the county landfill. The
Commissioners are scrambling to
save the dump but recycling is done
for, including tires.
Evan Samora, Housing Director, earns praise
In his monthly update, Evan
Samora noted that income derived
from the two county housing units
is higher than expenses. Both the
Blue Water Haciendas with 12
units and Puerto del Norte Haciendas with 16 units have waiting lists.
The Commissioners commended
him for being able to show a profit.
Income will be placed in reserves
and also help pay off the mortgage.
Attorney Ben Gibbons noted the
housing units are under federal jurisdiction, and therefore the state
marijuana policy must be aligned
with federal laws on substance use.

Illegal drug use is a health and
safety issue and Samora can establish prudent probable cause with a
justified suspicion to get a warrant.
The commissioners also adopted the
housing budget.
In regards to housing in Crestone, Jason Anderson noted that
several groups are developing
strategies for senior housing, but
that efforts are splintered and the
groups need to talk to each other.
There are a plethora of rentals the
County Assessor is not aware of,
particularly those advertising on
internet sites. Lodging tax is being
avoided this way and the Assessor
needs to check these out.
Permit sought for recreational marijuana
Jonathan and Nancy Billingsley are applying for a conditional
use permit to run The Pot Shop
LLC in Sargents. The Commissioners’ approval is needed because
Sargents is an unincorporated community. The two expressed a desire
to run a clean legal business and to
work in concert with the County.
The enterprise will be zoned commercial, and Wendi Maez, Land
Use Administrator, will inspect
to assure they meet regulations
including where everything will
be set up including distances and
pictures. It will be set back 1,000
feet and the building will display
a prominent green cross. At the
town’s public comment hearing
most of the comments expressed
concerns for the kind of people that
might be attracted. There were
15 negative letters; 11 in support.
There was concern for property values as well as highway safety since
the town is on Highway 50 and the
traffic averages 500 cars a day. The
Billingsleys said their business
model is designed to give back to
the community.
Baca Grande fire department report
Chris Botz, Fire Chief of the
Baca Grande Volunteer Fire Department, came before the Commissioners and expressed appreciation for
the funding of $13,500. He said rains
have the Baca in a safer position visa-vis wildfire. Precipitation has kept
fuel moisture very high, and it would
be difficult for a fire to get established. The plan is for cutting brush
and flash fuels; man-hours come
from the grant. The removal is by
hand with root reduction as part of
the process. They have run through
the densest growth of chamisa. No
trees were cut. Botz brought maps
and answered questions about mitigation plans. At Camino del Rey
they will create a 30’ fire line break
to reduce fire hazard from the west.
They’ve already mitigated on Willow
Creek by the stables and by Camino
Grant Way. There are nine solid, well
trained members on the department.
They’re presenting fire wise classes.
There is positive feedback about
Daniel Johnson’s work: he educates
and mitigates. At present no Title
III grant funds are coming down the
pike. Botz will have a proposal ready
if funds become available.
Public health funding
According to Lyn Lambert, Coadministrator of Land Use, public
health is $21,000 in the red. “Hiccups” in the system are preventing
the funding from coming in as timely as it should. The Commissioners
approved a resolution to transfer
$11,000 as a temporary fix.

The Gunnison sage grouse

Unmanned aerial vehicles
ruling
Regulations that integrate
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV),
or drones, into the national air
space were released in November.
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) ruled that the government has the power to hold drone
operators accountable when they
operate remote-control aircraft
recklessly. The federal safety board
ruling signals it’s not going to be the
Wild West for drones, but a careful,
orderly, and safe introduction of unmanned aircraft into the national
airspace system. Their use of in the
valley could be significant. Colorado
police departments are using drones
to track criminals. But experts say
the unmanned aircraft will soon be
used by first responders, farmers,
realtors, even news stations.
Airports & drones
There is valley-wide support of
Alamosa’s application to the FAA.
The Alamosa County Commissioners unanimously voted to serve as
the official FAA Certificate of Authorization applicant, a requirement
to bring the $100 billion industry to
southern Colorado. Saguache’s goal
is also to explore the use of county
airports for testing of commercial
unmanned aircraft systems, as well
as serving as a multi-use facilities
for research and development for
the emerging UAV industry. Saguache County is working on capital improvement projects. Randal
Arredondo, Supervisor of Roads &
Bridges, has determined that they
cannot apply for an Airport Capital Improvement Plan for next year
because funding for 2015 is already
gone. They’re adjusting plans to apply for the next cycle, and will aim to
submit a 5-year plan. Mike Spearman, former commissioner, urged
that a master plan be developed.
Children at risk
As part of her Social Services
report, Director Jeannie Norris noted there is an ever-increasing number of drug-exposed babies born to
women who abused drugs during
their pregnancy. This follows a national trend with estimates of onehalf to three-quarters of a million
infants being born each year who
have been exposed to one or more
illicit drugs in utero. As the cost of
prescription drugs increases, heroin
has come along as a predominant
drug as well as cocaine. There is no
training for how law and social services should work together, but in
our county relationships have been
good. Only law enforcement can remove a child from a home, so cooperation is vital. The department is
looking to hire a case worker with
a degree in sociology. Ideally they
can go into the home to work out
difficulties in order to keep children
in the home. Ruth Horn, a clinical

therapist who had
been with Rio Grande
County, will be on
board here next year.
Boil
water
advisory lifted for
town of Saguache
Town
Clerk
Therese Garcia announced that the
Town of Saguache
lifted the Boil Water
Advisory on November 14 after testing
the water and the results came back normal. The Colorado Department of
Public Health and Environment Water Quality Control Division had issued a “Boil Water Advisory” for the
Town of Saguache system due to microbiological positive sample results.
The Red Cross delivered 600 gallons
of water to residents of Saguache as
officials worked on correcting a problem with local water resources. The
system has committed to maintain
a detectable disinfectant residual
throughout its distribution system.
While this is a municipal matter and
not the responsibility of the Commissioners, the safety of the water is a
concern for county residents traveling to Saguache.
The SLV Community Action
Agency released statistics showing that the rate of poverty in our
county affects 1/4 of our population
or 1,518 of approximately 6,116 total residents. These figures indicate
Saguache is the poorest county in
the valley. On a brighter note, senior statistics show that the percentage rate of senior poverty is 12.65%
which is the fifth lowest out of six
counties in the valley.
Ben Gibbon noted that the
ADA chair for disabled, which was
broken at the time of voting, is now
fixed. The county needs to assure
people that they have accessibility
to the court house.
Commissioner Jason Anderson is pleased with response to his
office hours in Crestone. He announced that the Monday morning
hours work best and will continue.
He will be at the former Farm Table building on the corner of Alder
& Galena from 8am until noon, the
second Monday and fourth of each
month.

Request for proposal

Saguache County is currently
accepting proposals for the Saguache County 2015 Fiscal Year
Service Plan for computer, server
and phone service. The ideal firm
or individual will have extensive
knowledge and experience related to network/phone installation,
printer repair/maintenance, PC/
Server installation, configuration
and repair, Phone Tech Support
for misc. issues, user configuration on the network, software installation, configuration updates,
phone moves/adds/changes, security and camera installation,
configuration and repair. All interested parties should submit a
letter of interest and a proposal
for services by December 18th at
3:30 PM to: Saguache County Administration.
For additional information contact Lyn Zimmer or Wendi Maez
at 719-655-2231 or lzimmer@saguachecounty-co.gov or wmaez@
saguachecounty-co.gov.
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by Gretchen Nelson
Resolution 018-2014
At the November 10 meeting the Crestone Board of Trustees adopted Resolution 018-2014
“Adopting Budget and Making Appropriations for 2015”.
Akia Tanara wins 2014 water award
On November 4 Crestone
Town Administrator Akia Tanara
was presented the award for Water
Manager of the Year from the Colorado Division of Water Resources
for her conscientious efforts to efficiently manage the water for the
Town of Crestone. Congratulations
Akia!
Planning
Commission
Chair
At the Planning Commission
meeting on November 3 town commissioners re-elected Cristina Cabeza-Kinney as Planning Commission Chair for the next 12 months.
Reflecting back on 2014 accomplishments
In 2013, the Board of Trustees adopted the Town of Crestone
Noxious Weed Management Plan,
and in 2014, the Planning Commission began implementing the plan.
The Town purchased 55 gallons of
an organic weed killer, Avenger.
The Soil Conservation District and
the Town’s Public Works Officer

sprayed public land, particularly
the area where the water line was
installed in 2009 and road rights-ofway. The Town provided residents
with the weed killer and a portable
sprayer for use on private property. Additionally, property owners
participated in pulling cheat grass
before the seeds matured. Overall,
significant steps were taken to begin managing the Towns’ noxious
weeds.
The Planning Commission has
been working diligently on amending the Town’s zoning regulations.
How a community may grow can
be anticipated and planned for, but
the reality of growth necessitates
taking a new look at zoning regulations every few years. The current
revisions should be completed in
early spring 2015.
Other 2014 accomplishments
• Replacement of the failing
Alder St. bridge. Because the Town
could not afford the cash match
for CDOT funding (~$172,000)
“thinking caps” were put on and
an affordable project was created
and completed for ~$30,000! The
bridge engineer stated that there is
enough concrete in place now that
should the town be impacted by a
100-year flood, everything but the
bridge might wash away.

Library District takes next step to
move library to Crestone
On November 3rd, a Conditional Use Permit application for the
Northern Saguache County Library District was reviewed by the Town
of Crestone Planning Commission. The application, submitted jointly by
property owner Karen Kenney and the Library District Board, proposes
development of the new library in the south end of town. The selected
location is one block south of the commercial district and three blocks
west of the Crestone Charter School, readily accessible to both students
and pedestrians in town. The application was unanimously approved by
the Planning Commission, and on November 21st, the Board of Trustees
approved the application with a unanimous vote.
This is a very exciting development for our community, and Town officials and staff look forward to working with the Library District Board,
staff and volunteers to make this long-held dream a reality! Updates on
this project will be provided in the Crestone Eagle as they are available.

www.crestoneeagle.com
• In 2013 the Pedestrian
Pathway Network Project (PPNP)
task force completed Phase I development with architect Burt Wadman, and the Town applied for a
Community Development Block
Grant (CDBG) from the Department of Local Affairs (DOLA). The
Town was notified in May 2014
that a grant for $500,000 would
be awarded for this project. At this
time the Town is continuing to provide requested deliverables and
hopes this project will be under
contract by year end. Phase I development is planned for the early
summer in 2015.
• Adoption of an ordinance
requiring bear-proof dumpsters for
food businesses within the Town of
Crestone; compliance by commercial district businesses has resulted in no bear issues downtown this
year! All the wonderful rain also
helped keep the bears in the mountains.
• The Town board adopted a
“leash law” ordinance in 2013. Education by the Code Enforcement Officer, citations issued for violations,
and compliance by dog owners has
made the community a much safer
place for pedestrian and vehicular
traffic.
• Dog waste stations that
include plastic bags and waste receptacles have been installed at the
Town Park and Little Pearl Park.
The town strongly encourages all
dog owners utilizing the parks to
clean up after their dogs and keep
the parks clean for children.
• The Youth Work Force
program has continued to grow;
this program provides services for
people in need of short term assistance on projects, and provides income and skills to our community’s
youth.
Happy holidays!
As another holiday season
approaches, the Town of Crestone
sends you the warmest wishes.
May this season bring you the gifts
of peace and happiness.

Parvin Johnson with “Ascension of the
Christ from the Cross” sculpture by
Humberto Maestas

Sculpture donated
to the Crestone
Creative District
by Kairina Danforth
Parvin and Patricia Johnson have donated a beautiful
sculpture,
“Ascension of the
Christ from the Cross” by Humberto Maestas, to the Crestone
Creative District. The sculpture
is the initial piece of public art
facilitated by the arts district
and will be displayed in the town
of Crestone. It will be mounted
outdoors on a base personally
designed by sculptor Maestas for
the district.
Maestas’ work is in many
national public and private collections and is exhibited internationally. Included are the first
edition maquettes of the Stations
of the Cross Shrine now in the
permanent collection of the Vatican Museum, Rome, Italy.

ALMA & La Puente PRESENT

Annual Holiday Sing a Long
With Don & Teri Richmond

December 13 @ 7 p.m.
Milagros Coffeehouse,
Alamosa
FREE

The Town Board of Trustees,
Planning Commission and Staff
are proud of what we have accomplished
together in 2014 and excited about what
2015 will offer.
It is our pleasure to serve this community and
we wish you all a blessed holiday season.

Women at Work
Caterer Extraordinaire

Bon Dellegar
Owner Chef

719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.com
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Fundraiser for Kalisama
to be held on Dec. 12
by Mary Lowers
“KaliLupe”, a benefit and
dance party for Kalisama, will be
held on Guadalupe Day, December
12, starting at 6 pm. A variety of
music and a marvelous dessert
auction will make the evening fun
for the community. Come out and
move some energy for Kali at the
Cloud Station in downtown Crestone.
Kalisama, aka Lisa Micklin,
has lived, changed and grown in
the eastern reaches of Saguache
County. She has worked as a cook,
pastry chef, office diva, tech guru,
journalist and her great passion,
music and blending beautiful
tracks as a DJ. She has entertained Crestonians with many
parties (the legendary Sagittarius
Parties come to mind) and music
shows at the old Silver Crest Palace. Kalisama is known for organizing musical events in remote settings. She was pivotal in creating
the Emerging Arts Festival held a
few years ago in Crestone. She has
performed at the Crestone Music
Festival and other regional and national venues.
Kalisama served on the Crestone Town Board until her current battle with cancer forced her
to retire from the position. Crestone’s balanced development and
governance is a passion of hers.
Kalisama loves her home family
and community.
In April two years ago Ka-

lisama was caught unaware by the
reemergence of melanoma that had
been lying dormant in her system
for nearly fifteen years. The cancer
returned mostly in her brain. After
a few months of surgery and therapy at St Anthony’s Hospital in
Denver, Kalisama was able to come
home with a four-months-to-live diagnosis hanging over her head. She
agreed to take cancer medicines on
the test path into general use, and
despite a myriad of side effects she
has held on for nearly a year during
which time she was cancer-free for
a few months. She has been undergoing further medical treatment in
Denver and is looking forward to
coming home.
There will be some great music provided by several bands and
musicians: Buddha Bomb, Alexander WhichHop, the River Bottom
Blues Band Unplugged, and Not
From Around Here.
A fine dessert auction will be
MCd by the irrepressible Mark Jacobi and Mary Lowers. Come bid on
some fabulous desserts in support
of our dear Kalisama.
The dance party is from 6pm
to 1am and a $10 minimum contribution is requested (more is greatly
appreciated!). Come have a great
time while giving back to someone
who has given us so much.
Promotional artwork of Kali
and Guadalupe (below) provided
by James Joseph Roderick (jamesjosephroderick.com).

The fabulous Ms. Kalisama!

KaliLupe

Benefit & Dance Party
Supporting
community member Kalisama
as she continues her healing journey
 Buddha Bomb 
 Alexander WhichHop 
 River Bottom Blues Band Unplugged 
 Not From Around Here 

Featuring A Fine Dessert Auction
MC’d by Mark Jacobi and Mary Lowers

Friday, December 12th ~ 6pm-1am
The Cloud Station
Downtown Crestone
$10 Minimum Contribution
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Free concert by composer and pianist Grisha Krivchenia at Shumei Dec. 5.

Grisha Krivchenia brings
classical piano to Shumei Dec. 5
Saturday December 5 at 7pm
join us at Shumei in Crestone for
a night of classical music with Grisha Krivchenia, a composer and
pianist currently living in Santa
Fe. Grisha generously offers no admission charge; however, donations
are gratefully accepted.
Grisha will perform a short
recital of works by Beethoven,
Chopin, and Rachmaninoff, and
a few original compositions. You
can hear examples of his music at
http://grishakrivchenia.com.
Grisha comes to Crestone on
the way to concerts in Vail and Edwards. This will be his first visit.

Leigha Nicole,
Shumei featured
artist, offers
symposium Dec. 7
Local brush painting artist
Leigha Nicole is the featured artist at Shumei for the months of
November and December. Her
art symposium, which will include a demonstration and then
an introductory brush painting
class will be Sunday December
7 from 3-5pm. The class will include basic brush techniques as
well as the use of ink on paper to
create a simple bamboo composition to take home. A reception
will follow. Call Shumei at 2565284 for more information.

Neil Hogan, a longtime Crestone
resident, is Grisha’s uncle.
Grisha has devoted the past
few years to exploring ways in
which a musical career can intersect with a life of public service. In
the fall of 2007, he started the music program at Spring Street International School (San Juan Island,
WA), which quickly transformed
into a vibrant musical community. In 2008, Grisha collaborated
with students, families, and the
Gates Foundation to build a recording studio for all San Juan Island
youth. He and his students provide
free concerts in nursing homes, organize musical fundraisers for a
variety of causes, and coach young
artists and ensembles. He currently writes music with hospice patients with the Lifesongs program
in Santa Fe.
Grisha completed his training
at Oberlin Conservatory, where he
majored in composition and piano
performance. He performs regularly along the West Coast in solo concerts and with his band Enso. In
2014, he moved to Santa Fe to develop his music career in a vibrant
and creative city.
Professional
ensembles
throughout North America have
commissioned and played his work,
including Arraymusic (Toronto), the
Cleveland Chamber Symphony, and
the Blue Rose Trio (Los Angeles).
Call 256-5284 or visit www.
shumeicrestone.org for further information.

Happy Holidays
from

Collegiate Peaks Bank

Randy Macy and Sarah Nicole Off will be performing in Crestone on Dec. 30.

Off & Macy, a concert of
classical romances, Dec. 30
Sarah Off will return to Crestone for a performance at the Colorado College Auditorium with her long time friend and piano accompanist,
Randy Macy. She grew up in Del Norte and did her undergraduate studies
at the University of Colorado, Fort Collins. Subsequently, Sarah attended
Arizona State University for her Masters in Music and is now completing
her Doctorate. Her performance venues include Lincoln Center. Her passion is to bring exciting classical music to rural western communities. We
have often had the pleasure of experiencing her musical virtuosity and
charming presence here.
The program will feature a variety of classical romances and other
popular compositions generally felt to be of the same style. Composers will
include Brahms, Bach, Shostakovich, Beethoven and others. It will be a
heart warming collection of musical delights guaranteed to have something pleasing for everyone. A perfect musical experience to fit the season!
This musical event begins at 7pm on Tuesday, December 30. One intermission with refreshments. Fee: $15, seniors; students $10. Contact:
719-256-4135.

• Yoga • Reflexology •
• Water Massage •

719 .298.0360
Cynthia L. Nielsen
Registered Yoga Teacher
Licensed Massage Therapist
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Crestone Artisans Gallery news

His Holiness the Dalai Lama

Screenings of documentary
miniseries Voices for Freedom
Local
producer/director
Bhikshuni Tenzin Yeshe will
screen her documentary miniseries Voices For Freedom, a project
of Dharma Institute/Native Ways
Institute, at the Cloud Station
every Saturday in December (6,
13, 20, 27) and Saturday, January
3 at 1:30 to 2:30pm. One hour of
the miniseries will be shown each
Saturday. The main goal of this
production is to help preserve the
spiritual/cultural traditions of Tibetans and Native Americans.
Tenzin Yeshe traveled to India to interview the Dalai Lama
and Tibetans who have been imprisoned and tortured. She also
visited several Native American
nations and taped interviews with
notable spiritual/cultural leaders
such as Ron His Horse Is Thunder, great-great-great grandson
of Sitting Bull; Woody Kipp (from
the Blackfoot nation, educator
and author); Winona LaDuke (An-

ishnaabe/Ojibwe) who ran twice
for Vice President of the USA on
the Green Party ticket with Ralph
Nader, and others. The film addresses some of the compelling
issues facing Native people at
this time such as preserving their
spiritual/cultural traditions to
the problem of suicide in young
people on Native lands.
This miniseries is intended to inspire young people and
adults alike to create their own
video productions to submit to
Tenzin Yeshe as part of the Compassionate Video Awards which
she has established. Each year
notable judges will screen these
entries. The winning films will
be sent to His Holiness the Dalai
Lama of Tibet and screened at a
yearly film festival. You can read
more about these projects at TheNativeWays.Net. Hope to see you
at the screenings!

by Karl Grose
First off a very warm welcome
to all of you lucky enough to receive
this monthly collection of journalistic excellence and who are of a mind
to read an article/column focused on
art. Seriously for those who do not
regularly read columns of this type,
you may want to give it a try. I myself have found that art reviews and
columns have a lot of interesting
and unusual information that is far
removed from the daily grind of government, strife, and toil and expose
a more interesting side of the human
animal. This particular month may
be a bit more rambling and harder
to understand than most do to the
fact the author took a bit of a fall and
hasn’t quite recovered so, in addition
to not being involved for a month or
more, I was asked to write this with
3 days to deadline . Hopefully by now
everyone who attended the Crestone
Holiday Bazaar had a marvelous
and enjoyable experience and found
the volume and diversity of the art
and crafts that we produce here to be
interesting and something you could
not live without! If not please come
back as we are always making more.
We have as always a lot of changes
taking place in personel. Sadly for
us but happily for her, Nancy Onizuka a gallery founder and central
fixture, is moving on to hopefully
happier and exciting ventures and
we wish her all of the happiness and
fair winds that a person can endure.
Nancy will continue to sell her work
here but we will not be blessed with
her beautiful smile as often.
The featured artist this
month is Moira Forsythe, our resi-

dent weaver, spinner, and textile
magician. If you have not seen her
work you owe it to yourself to enjoy
a close up of her work at the Crestone Artisan Gallery. Moira has
been connected to the fiber arts since
childhood when her grandmother
taught her lace knitting back in New

Moira Forsythe, featured artist this month,
at her loom.

Orleans. She has since spent 35
years exploring knit or woven garment making, playing with colors,
texture, fabric combinations. “Each
piece I weave is one of a kind . . .
I never repeat the exact same pattern and color combinations. My
passion for beautiful textiles has
inspired me to help bring appreciation of this uniquely human legacy
to others.” Moira has also been the
founding president of the Central
Colorado Fiber Arts Guild.

NAOMI LAKE
Crestone
719 937-7803

Shamanic Journey ~ Reconnect
Call now to schedule your appointment!
10% discount for the month of December

Santa Fe
505 982-1183

naomi@naomilake.com ~ www.naomilake.com

Water from the
Heart of Nature

HRRMC Gynecology Services
Services offered:

Conditions treated:

• Annual exams

• Pelvic pain

• Birth control

• Abnormal bleeding

• Gynecologic surgery

• Stress urinary incontinence

• Menopause management

• Painful or abnormal menses
• Endometriosis

$199.00 (+tax)

L i v i n g Vo r tex Wate r. c o m

• Prolapse
• PMS/PMDD

Cheryl Edwards, M.D.

• Ionized • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!
Call Anna Louise
970.290.7710
annalouise55@gmail.com
LivingVortexWater.com

The heart of healthcare

HRRMC Medical Clinics • 550 W. Hwy 50, Salida, CO • 719-530-2000 • hrrmc.com
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The Crestone Company of Players
presents The Bards of Crestone
December 13 & 14
by Mary Benavidez
With an imaginative atmosphere and wonderfully talented
local storytellers, singers and musicians, the Crestone Company
of Players will present The Bards
of Crestone: Singers of Songs and
Tellers of Tales. The show will offer
a little something for everyone and
is intended for the whole family.
This production’s players
are:
Dean Lloyd, who has been in
the last 5 CCP productions and has
told stories on healing, for children,
of adventures, on history (mostly

Julie Moss

of the American west during the
1800’s), and stories with a comedic
side for 31 years.
Julie Moss Herre from Salida, who has told stories in Colorado, New Mexico, Ohio, Florida,
Tennessee, New York and California and attended a storytelling
swap in Taos, NM, as well as one in
Boulder, CO.

Books by

M. Diane Bairstow
gypsypoetproductions.com

Pigs
Fly

Cows
Cavort

Jodi Price

Robin Blankenship, active
member of CCP, director of Earth
Knack, 4th and 5th grade teacher
at CCS who loves to share and inspire those around her with stories
and songs.
Sophia Tiers, who has
shared her voice with generations
of children, makes her CCP debut.
This is Jodi Price’s second
CCP production. She shares her
gift of storytelling with a self-written and self-illustrated children’s
book.
Mary Benavidez, a newcomer to Crestone and CCP, will
share her voice in Yuletide story
and song.
Please come out of the cold
and join us to warm your imaginations on Saturday, December 13 at
6:30pm and Sunday, December 14
at 2pm at the Crestone Charter
School Rainbow Hall. Suggested
donations, which benefit the Crestone Company of Players and the
Crestone Charter School, are $8 for
adults, $6 ages 6-12 and free for
under 5.

Holiday Blessings,
Crestonians.
I love you all.
Matie Belle

Merry
Christmas
and
Happy New Year!
From the

Dragons
Dare

Saguache County
Land Use
Office

Pigs fly in new book
by M. Diane Bairstow
Just in time
for Christmas
Diane Bairstow’s new book,
Buster and the Bubbles, is an inspirational tale for all ages. It
teaches young children, and reminds us all, about the power of
belief.
Buster, a young pig, wants
to fly more than anything in the
world. Finally, a wind whips
through the yard, lifting Buster
into the air. Bubbles from the
pond rise around him, but when

the Bubbles start to burst, Buster
worries and begins to fall. Then
he remembers his mother’s words:
“Believe in yourself and trust in
your dreams.” He closes his eyes
and believes with all of his heart,
and again he flies!
Delightful illustrations by
Patte Reaves-Smith bring Buster
alive on the page. This book is sure
to warm hearts and inspire souls.
This is Diane’s third children’s book. The first two, The
Daring Adventure of Bella and
Sweet Pea (about two adventurous
cows) and Dave’s Dreadful Adventure in the Land of Fright (about
a greedy young dragon), have both
won honorable mention from The
Purple Dragonfly Book Awards.

Author Diane Bairstow

Dr. Debra Irizarry
offers services in
Crestone
Board-certified in 1996, plastic surgeon Dr. Debra Irizarry’s
main office has been in Crestone
since 2009. Specializing in minimally-invasive cosmetic procedures, such as Botox and fillers,
the only skin tightening, wrinklereducing laser in the San Luis Valley is in use at her office. The Matrix CO2 Fractional Laser is the
laser technology that puts the most
metabolism-activating heat into
the skin of any laser or light-based
therapy in use today. Another benefit of laser skin treatment is that
it removes some of the damaged
surface layers, which actually reduces the development of new skin
cancer, especially in skin that has a
lot of sun damage.

2

10% OFF!
with this ad

Dr. Debra Irizarry at her Crestone clinic.

Fractional Skin Resurfacing
Removes damaged surface layers & “heat activation” boosts the skin’s metabolism
to tighten, improve wrinkles, scars, texture and pores. Full face, eyelids, & neck
treatment just 45 mins –heals in only 5 days. Reg. Price - $1500, Save $150!

Debra Irizarry, M.D. FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon
MEMBER

before
after
Call for your complimentary consultation

(719) 256-6600

www.doctordeb.co contact@doctordeb.co

®

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

Big City Quality
with a
Small Town Touch

Crestone: Baca Professional Building • 46 Camino Baca Grande | Salida: Bella Vita Salon • 1447 G Street
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Connect for Health
Colorado—Join us for a
presentation on: Dec. 5 in
Crestone

HAPS
Christmas carolers wanted
Do you like to sing? Would you
like to spread joy to those in most
need of it this holiday season? Then
join us on Friday, December 19 at
1:30pm at the YES building next
to the Baca Grande Library. Sue
Vaughan and her happy group of
elves will carpool to sing Christmas
carols to shut-ins and others in our
community. Everyone is invited.
Please contact Sue at 256-4915 for
more information.

Two full moon workshops
with Native American
teacher & healer
Láné Sáan Moonwalker
The moon affects all that exists on Earth. It regulates all the
waters on Earth from little rock
crevices, to aquifers, oceans, and
the waters inside living beings. It
affects our moods, our insecurities,
as well as our inspiration and creativity. Working with the moon in
an experiential way benefits oracle
abilities, shielding, and healing.
We will work with the energy of our
friendly night light and partner, as
we begin to develop an intimate relationship with the moon.
Part 1: The Moon as an Element, Saturday, December 6, 9:304:30
Part 2: The Moon as an
Elemental, Sunday, December 7,
9:30-4:30
Although each day can be taken separately, it is preferred that
both workshops be taken together.
$75 for one day, both workshops
$140.
To register and for location
call Dorje Root, 719-937-7786, or
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

Christmas tree cutting
permits for sale
Christmas tree cutting permits are once again for sale at all
the Rio Grande National Forest
and Bureau of Land Management
offices in the San Luis Valley. The
permits cost $8 each with a limit of
five permits per household. Trees
must be growing on land managed
by the Rio Grande National Forest
or the BLM’s San Luis Valley Field
Office. All trees must be at least 100
feet away from any campground,
picnic area or road and can be up
to five inches in diameter at shoulder height. Cutting trees within
designated wilderness areas or the
Conejos Canyon is prohibited.
In addition to the public lands
offices, Rio Grande National Forest
Christmas tree permits may also
be available at the Creede Chamber of Commerce; Rainbow Grocery
and the Silver Thread Information
Center in South Fork; the Kristi
Mountain Sports in Alamosa; and
the Hometown Food Market in Antonito.
For more information concerning Christmas tree cutting permits, contact the SLV Public Lands
Center at 719-852-5941

The Ladies’ Luncheon has started up again! Come join the fun at the Desert Sage on
Thursdays at 11:30am. Cost of $8.

by Valley-Wide
Health Systems, Inc.
• Free or low cost health care
options
• Open
enrollment
11/15/2014 – 02/15/2015
• Financial assistance to
help pay for health insurance.
• Hear about free preventative screenings
• Medicaid
You are invited to come speak
with us to learn what your options
are on December 5, 1-4pm at the
Crestone Town Hall building.
If time allows there will be
anonymous shopping on the Insurance Marketplace or Medicaid application assistance.

Holiday Show
at Moffat School Dec. 17
The Moffat School will be hold
their annual Holiday Show at the
school Dec. 17 at 6 pm. The community holiday dinner starts at 5.
Always so much fun!

Greenbelt & trail rule
discussion Dec. 3
Formulating guidelines and
restrictions for trails and other
alterations in the greenbelts will
be the focus of a public meeting
of the POA Committee on Natural Surroundings (NSC) to be held
Wednesday December 3 at 4pm at
the POA Hall.
All are invited to help develop standards and rules to protect natural habitats and facilitate
recreation sustainably. Focus on
greenbelt trail planning and maintenance will continue at a followup meeting of the NSC Trails Task
Force on Monday December 8, 4:30
at the POA Hall. For more information and to submit comments,
email maggyjv27@gmail.com or
phone 719-256-4182.

Commissioner Anderson
holds office hours
in Crestone
Jason Anderson, Saguache
County Commissioner from District 1 (Baca/Crestone) is holding
office hours in the town of Crestone
at the old Farm Table building on
the NE corner of Galena Ave. and
Alder St. on the second and fourth
Mondays of the month. Office
hours will be 8am to noon. Please
feel free to drop by and chat.
• Energy Healing • The Journey®
• Herbal Medicine • Classes & Herb Walks
• House Clearings

Láné Sáan Moonwalker
Wisdom of the Moon, Pt. 1

SLV Symphony presents Holiday Classics Concert Dec. 6
The San Luis Valley Symphony will present its Holiday Classics Concert at 7pm Saturday, Dec. 6, in Leon Memorial Hall on the Adams State
University campus.
Under the direction of Dr. William Lipke, the program will feature
beloved holiday favorites including the Overture and Pastoral Symphony
from Handel’s Messiah and “A Christmas Festival” and “Sleigh Ride” by
Leroy Anderson. There will also be a Mozart violin concerto movement
with competition-winner Marika Basagoitia and the popular Symphony
No. 40 in G Minor by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart.
The SLV Symphony is composed of professional musicians, ASU faculty members and students, and community members. For more information call the ASU Music Department at 719-587-7621 or email rrice@adams.edu. Admission is $5 adults/$1 children/free to AS&F and Friends of
Music. Tickets are available in advance or at the door.

San Juan Nordic Club Third Annual Ski & Gear Swap Dec. 6
The San Juan Nordic Club is sponsoring its Third Annual Ski &
Gear Swap on Saturday, December 6, from 10am-1pm at the Colorado
State Forest Service office located at 129-A Santa Fe in Alamosa (next
to the Days Inn). Come buy, sell, and donate skis, snowboards, boots,
bindings, poles, backpacks, bicycles and other essentials and accessories!
Items can be donated to the club or sold for personal profit with a $1 per
item registration fee. Drop off items on Friday, December 5 from 1-5pm
or Saturday, December 6 from 9-10am. This event has not only been a
successful fundraiser in the past but has also provided numerous folks
with a jumpstart to winter sports after having purchased items at the
swap! For more information, contact Adam Moore at 336-607-4465 orsanjuannordic@gmail.com.

BLOOD CELL Healing Results w/ Sacred Sound

December 6th

Did you know that Sacred Sound heals blood cells? Blood cells become full and

December 7th

in the system. Come join us in January for Richard Rudis’ Sacred Sound Gong

Wisdom of the Moon, Pt. 2
Dorje Root,

RH (AHG)
Herbalist /
Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

www.rootsofhealing.com

round and move freely and unstuck; white blood cells are able to vacuum up toxins
Bath – 90 min. for $35 ($40 at door) Join us! Lie down, relax & heal.
RSVP to Kristin 719-429-8463 or Judie at 937-7788.
Proceeds to benefit YES!

Seating is limited. SacredGongBath.com
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Community Calendar—December 2014

Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com // NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!
If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more information call us at 719-256-4956.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month. Just
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred)
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101,
Crestone CO 81131.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per

Monthly Events
Monday, December 1
• Beginning Shotokan Karate early bird classes
Crestone Charter School 6-7am 413-219-7774
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Regular
Meeting, Town Ctr 6-8pm 719-256-4313
• Padmasambhava tsok – Choying Dzong 6:30
pm-8:30 pm 719-256-5224
Tuesday, December 2
• Stories for Little Ones Baca Grande Library
11:00 am-11:45 am FREE 655-2551
Wednesday, December 3
• Gentle Yoga w/Cynthia – YES Building (Formerly
CCS bldg) 10-11:30 am no charge 719-298-0360
• Rio Grande Basin Plan Steering Committee
meeting – SLV Water Conservancy Dist. 11 am
• Meeting on Greenbelt and Trail Guidelines – BGPOA Hall 4:00 pm-6:00 pm free 256-4182
• ASU Wind Ensemble, Adams State, 7pm, 719587-7621
Thursday, December 4
• Hang-outs, meetings, and dinners – Crestone
Community Building (Old Schoolhouse) 4-8pm
Friday, December 5
• Intermediate Yoga w/Cynthia, Old Pottery Studio 9:1510:30am, Sugg $12-$15 donation 719-298-0360
• Obamacare enrollment options presentation –
Crestone Town Hall 1-4pm 719-589-5161
• Pianist Grisha Krivchenia at Shumei, 7:00 pm
Donations welcome 719-256-5284
Saturday, December 6
• Saguache Holiday Bazaar, Saguache Community Bldg 9am-3pm, 719-655-2566, 719-655-2604
• Wisdom of Moon Workshop Part 1, 9:30am4:30pm $75 719-937-7786
• Christmas Tea Party – Crestone Baptist Church
10:00 am-noon
• Riwo Sangchö: smoke offering (outdoors) –
Choying Dzong 10:00 am-10:45 am 256-5224
• Ski & Gear Swap, CO State Forest Service 10m1pm sjnordic.wordpress.com 336-607-4465
• Holiday Festivities in Downtown Saguache –
Historic Downtown Saguache 3:00 pm Free
• SLV Symphony, Leon Memorial Hall, ASU 7pm
719-587-7621
Sunday, December 7
• Wisdom of the Moon Workshop Part 2, 9:30am4:30 pm $75 http://bit.ly/1A0jaXc 719-937-7786
• Sitting and Walking Meditation (drop-in) – Choying Dzong 10:00 am-1:00 pm 256-5224

• Fellowship Sunday, Crestone Baptist Church
noon-1pm
• Leigha Nicole brush painting demo & class –
Shumei International Institute 3:00 pm-5:00 pm
Monday, December 8
• Beginning Shotokan Karate early bird classes
Crestone Charter School 6-7am 413-219-7774
• Commissioner J Anderson Crestone office hours  
Former Farm Table Bldg 8:00 am-noon
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Regular
Meeting – Town Hall 1:30-6:30 pm 719-256-4313
• Greenbelt Trails Task Force meeting – BGPOA
Hall 4:30 pm-6:30 pm free 256-4182
Tuesday, December 9
• Stories for Little Ones Baca Grande Library
11:00 am-11:45 am FREE 655-2551
• Rio Grande Roundtable – SLV Water Conservancy Dist. 2:00 pm-5:00 pm
Wednesday, December 10
• Crestone End of Life Project/Informed Final
Choices Open Meeting, Topping House 7-9pm
Thursday, December 11
• Rumi Study Circle. All welcome. – 3-5pm Free
or by donation nurashkijerrahi.org 719-256-4290
• Hang-outs, meetings, and dinners – Crestone
Community Building (Old Schoolhouse) 4-8pm
Friday, December 12
• Intermediate Yoga w/Cynthia, Old Pottery Studio 9:1510:30am, Sugg $12-$15 donation 719-298-036
• Kalilupe benefit for Kalisama/Lisa Micklin –
Cloud Station 5:00 pm-7:30 pm 256-4160
• Christmas movie, CCS Auditorium 6:30pm Adults $5,
Teens $2, Under 12 free crestfest.org 719-256-4533
Saturday, December 13
• Crestone Company of Players holiday production – CCS 6:30pm Adults $8, 6-12 $6, <6 free
• Annual Holiday Sing a Long – Milagros Coffee
House 7-9pm FREE http://bit.ly/1v6xE3r
Sunday, December 14
• Shumei’s Monthly Sampai, Sanctuary 10:30amnoon Free www.shumeicrestone.org 256-5284
• Crestone Company of Players holiday production – CCS 2pm Adults $8, 6-12 $6, <6 free
Monday, December 15
• Beginning Shotokan Karate early bird classes
Crestone Charter School 6-7am 413-219-7774
Tuesday, December 16
• Stories for Little Ones Baca Grande Library
11:00 am-11:45 am FREE 655-2551

Daily/Weekly Events

The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.
Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
7am, 256-4108, iwww.babajiashram.org
• Sampai & Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be
seated by 7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5284
• Tours, gallery and Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm,
256-5284
• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
6pm, 256-4108, www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Alcoholics Anonymous Crestone Town Hall 7-8pm
• Dorje Trolo Practice White Jewel Mountain
10am-noon no charge 719 256-573
• Sunday morning Bible Study & Service Crestone
Baptist Church 10:00 am-12:00 pm
• Weekly Sunday Mass Nada Carmelite Hermitage 9:00 am 719 256 4778

Monday
• Belly Dance Fusion Crestone Community Bldg
(Old Schoolhouse) 4:30-6pm $5 or work trade
Tuesday
• Awakening Artists Crestone Community Building
(Old Schoolhouse) 4:00 pm-7:00 pm
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam 5-6:45pm By donation shaktisharanam.com 719-256-5668 Classes resume Feb.10
Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinements Shakti Sharanam 8:30-10am By donation shaktisharanam.
com 256-5668 Classes resume Feb.11
• Wednesday night Bible study Crestone Baptist
Church 6:00 pm-7:00 pm
Thursday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam 5:00 pm-6:45 pm By donation 719256-5668 Classes resume Feb.12

• Dakini Tsok (Vajrayana communal feast),Choying
Dzong 6:30-8:30pm 256-5224
Wednesday, December 17
• Gentle Yoga w/Cynthia – YES Building (Formerly
CCS bldg) 10-11:30 am no charge 719-298-0360
Thursday, December 18
• Sufi Dhikr celebrating Rumi’s Urs (Wedding
Night) + potluck, all welcome, 3-5pm Free or by
donation nurashkijerrahi.org 256-4290
• Hang-outs, meetings, and dinners – Crestone
Community Building (Old Schoolhouse) 4-8pm
Friday, December 19
• Intermediate Yoga w/Cynthia, Old Pottery Studio 9:1510:30am, Sugg $12-$15 donation 719-298-036
• Baca Grande Library Holiday Open House –
Baca Library 1:00 pm-4:00 pm 719-256-4100
• Christmas Caroling – YES Building (Formerly
CCS bldg) 1:30 pm Free 719-256-4915
Sunday, December 21
• Riwo Sangchö: smoke offering (outdoors) –
Choying Dzong 10:00 am-10:45 am 256-5224
• Winter Solstice – 4:00 pm
Wednesday, December 24
• Christmas Eve Service – Crestone Baptist
Church 6:00 pm-7:00 pm
• Christmas Eve mass – Nada Carmelite Hermitage 7:00 pm-8:15 pm 256-4778
Thursday, December 25
• Christmas Day – All Day
Tuesday, December 30
• Classical Concert w/Sarah Off – Colorado College 7:00 pm-9:00 pm $15/$10 256-4135
Wednesday, December 31
• Guru Rinpoché Tsok (Vajrayana communal
feast), Choying Dzong 6:30-8:30pm 256-5224
Thursday, January 1
• New Year’s Day – All Day
Saturday, January 3
• Christmas Bird Count, Great Sand Dunes, 8am Free
http://bit.ly/1zEcs8u, http://bit.ly/1vu37zD, 719-580-3316
Sunday, January 11
• South Fork Cross-Country Ski Clinic – South
Fork Guard Station All Day sjnordic.wordpress.
com 336.607.4465
Monday, January 12
• Commissioner J Anderson Crestone office hours
– Former Farm Table Bldg 8:00 am-12:00 pm

Crestone Eagle

gift bags

now available at the

Crestone Mercantile
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Halloween party fun!

The Crestone Nordic Club encourages you to strap on those skis and enjoy winter!
						
photo by Cathy Amenta

Crestone Nordic Club working on
local trails & planning fun events
by Peter May
Many locals have enjoyed crosscountry skiing in the Crestone area
whenever conditions have allowed.
This year, the cross-country skiing
opportunities will be improving! E3
KFM has partnered with the Rio
Grande National Forest to improve
and groom about 5 miles of trails in
the South Crestone/Willow Lakes
Trailhead area. At the time of this
writing, the newly donated grooming
machines are being tuned up, hopefully ready for the first significant
snowfall.
The new snow trails will be
groomed when there is adequate
snow depth. This grooming will include the trailhead road and other
adjacent roads, when the RNF closes
the trailhead road for the winter.
The easier ski trails will be the
roads. The more difficult ski trails
will be up further in the National
Forest, paralleling and crossing the
established trails to the lakes.

Top down:
The annual Halloween Bash is hosted by
Crestone Performances. It was held this
year at the Crestone Charter School.
Picture perfect! Heather & Roy stop
dancing long enough to strike a pose.
The 1st Place winner of the Kids’ Costume Contest at the Halloween Dance.
The winners of the Costume Contest.
Anna Louise Stewart & Mark Talbot enjoying themselves at the party.
Is that Eli showin’ a lil’ leg? Tom Dessain
seems to be egging him on!
Raven, anxiously awaiting the commencement of the Costume Contest, at
the Crestone Charter School on Halloween night.


all photos by Lori Nagel

We are hoping that these trails
will provide additional winter recreational opportunities for locals and
visitors alike. So far, there are about
30 folks who have expressed an interest in being in the new cross-country
ski club, the Crestone Nordic Alliance. This club is being created to
support cross-country skiing and fun.
This is a grass-roots funded
program. We are currently accepting
donations to our 501(c)(3) to help afford the costs of grooming as well as
insurance.
Gear sharing, potlucks, evening
winter campfires, and of course Nordic skiing are in the planning stages.
If you would like to be notified of
the next meeting, or the condition of
the trails, send an email to e3stewardshipnetwork@gmail.com. A trail
map will be coming soon.
Many thanks to Jim Pitts, District Ranger for all of his help and
support. Get your skis ready and let
it snow!

Cross Country
Ski Club
Beginning in
Crestone!

All levels of nordic skiers
welcome!
Fun in the snow!
For more info: e3stewardshipnetwork@gmail.com

Page 16 • The Crestone Eagle • December, 2014

www.crestoneeagle.com

Holiday Bazaar in Saguache
Friends of the Saguache Library fourth annual Holiday Bazaar is
set for Saturday, December 6 at the Community Building on 7th St. and
Christy in Saguache.
From 9 to 3, artisans from the San Luis Valley as well as Salida and
Buena Vista will provide holiday shoppers with delightful choices of pottery, crafts, baked goods, jewelry, quilts, make-up, books and much more.
With all the tables sold and a waiting list, you can be sure of a great selection.
Donation drawings for an iPad Mini and decorated Christmas tree
add to the excitement of the day.
Santa and his elf helper will be at the event from 1-3 for all children
to visit and have free pictures taken. Pets are also welcome for Santa photos. Breakfast baked goods (Laurie’s cinnamon rolls!) and hot lunch will be
available on site. Questions? Phone Wilma Lewis at 719-655-2566.

Saguache Works’ 4th St. Store

Saguache’s 4th St. Food Store ready for
donations

Sweet Zay espresso shop in Saguache

Sweet Zay’s now open in Saguache
Saguache now has its very
own ice cream and espresso shop.
Sweet Zay’s Ice Cream and Espresso originally opened in May as the
Mirage Espresso and Ice Cream
shop, but in September then-employee Kiffani Lee was delighted to
be offered the lease on the business
and she and her son Joshua Bragassa took over the operation.
Sweet Zay’s is part of an effort to revitalize downtown Saguache, helping to attract locals
and travelers alike to come experience the comfort and beauty of
Saguache while improving the local economy. Inside the little shop,
located off of Saguache’s 4th St.

downtown area on San Juan Ave.
behind the First Southwest Bank,
you can find a warm place to sit
and enjoy one of their many menu
items. Sweet Zay’s makes sundaes,
shakes, malts, banana splits and
floats from Boulder All Natural Ice
Cream, and their wonderful coffee
drinks all start with locally roasted
Mirage free trade organic coffee.
They also offer real hot cocoa (not
that powdered stuff, but real milk
and real cocoa), hot chai, iced coffee and an array of seasonal drinks.
Free WiFi is also available.
They are opened 7 days a
week 9am to 5pm. 319 San Juan
Ave., Saguache. 655-2025.

Wondering what to buy for that special person, family member or
neighbor this holiday season? We all know how many well-intentioned gifts
end up unused and just taking up space in a closet, garage or spare room.
Think about giving food. Everyone needs, enjoys and can make use of
healthy, nourishing and appetizing food.
The 4th Street Food Store in downtown Saguache soon will be offering
food baskets of different sizes and varieties, and in price ranges to suit any
budget. Personal care baskets will be available, as well, including such
necessary items as soaps, lotions and shampoo.
When you buy a gift basket from the 4th Street Food Store, you will
be supporting local food producers and helping to boost Saguache’s small
business economy.
In addition, the store will donate a percentage of the proceeds of each
purchase toward free food baskets for needy families. A nonprofit project
of Saguache Works, the 4th Street Food Store also is encouraging public
donations for these food baskets.
For more information, or to make a donation, please call 655-0216.

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out
Now serving choice of brown rice with
every meal.
New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour: Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm Dinner 5pm-9pm
Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa: 589-9002 Monte Vista 852-2002
Twitter @GreatEats_SLV
Menu: www.ehunans.com • www.east-westgrill.com

HOLISTIC LIFESTYLE COUNSELING
BODY, MIND, EMOTION, SPIRIT

Saguache Works
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Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 7 pm * Sun. 8 am - 6 pm
Telephone: 719-655-2616
616 Gunnison St., Saguache, CO 81149

JOHN R.M. DAY, M.D.

Disease Prevention

Healthy Aging

Disease Intervention

Epigenetics

Patient Advocacy

Nutrigenomics

Polypharmacy Weaning

Neurotransmitter Balancing

Targeted Labwork

Hormone Balancing

719.256.5898 WWW.HAELANLIFESTREAM.COM

Sweet Zay’s Ice Cream and Espresso
Open 7 days a week 9am to 5pm!
Boulder all natural ice cream and Mirage Free Trade Coffee

Shakes  malts  sundaes  floats
cappuccino  lattes  chai  hot chocolate
319 San Juan Ave, Saguache, CO 81149
e
(Behind the 1st Southwest Bank)
Fre i!

(719) 655-2025
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Annual Christmas Bird Count to be held
at Great Sand Dunes on January 3
Birders and nature enthusiasts in the San Luis Valley will join birders across the western hemisphere to participate in Audubon’s longest-running wintertime tradition, the annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC), held at
Great Sand Dunes National Park on Saturday, January 3. Birders of all skill
levels are welcome to participate. The park is also looking for those within
the count circle who have bird feeders to join in the fun, as well.
To participate, meet at the Great Sand Dunes Visitor Center Conference Room (about ½ mile past the entrance station) by 9am. Bring binoculars, warm clothing, food, water, and bird books if possible. Snowshoes may
come in handy, as well. Hot drinks and snacks will be provided beginning at
8am before the count.
The CBC is now a free program. Audubon will no longer charge the
$5 of field participants. Additionally, the park will waive the entrance fee
for CBC participants on that day only. Those wishing to participate have
a couple of options to sign up. Participants may register online at http://
netapp.audubon.org/cbc/public, or contact Loree Harvey at 719-580-3316 or
loreeharvey@gmail.com.
A map of the count circle and a winter bird checklist are available for
download from the park’s website at http://www.nps.gov/grsa/parknews/index.htm.
The longest running citizen science survey in the world, Audubon’s annual Christmas Bird Count takes place nationwide in late December each
year. Tens of thousands of volunteers throughout North America brave winter weather to add a new layer to over a century of data.
The Christmas Bird Count began over a century ago when 27 conservationists in 25 localities changed the course of ornithological history. On
Christmas Day in 1900, the small group posed an alternative to the “side
hunt,” a Christmas day activity in which teams competed to see who could
shoot the most birds and small mammals. Instead, it was proposed that they
identify, count, and record all the birds they saw, founding what is now considered to be the world’s most significant citizen-based conservation effort—
and a more than century-old institution. The CBC is vital in monitoring the
status of resident and migratory birds across the Western Hemisphere, and
the data, which are 100% volunteer generated, have become a crucial part of
the U.S. Government’s natural history monitoring database.
Please go to the Audubon website for additional information, news, and
history on the Christmas Bird Count: http://birds.audubon.org/christmasbird-count.

CRAZY HEIFER RANCH
Healthy beef
raised in a responsible
organic pasture
Available for sale
Contact Amber Felmlee

303-886-9436

Send an Eagle home
for Christmas!
Do you think a newspaper possible
That for a whole month is not tossable?
Subscribe to the Eagle!
It’ll tell you what’s legal,
Municipal, meteorological, and gossipal.






For a gift subscription call 719.256.4956
or email us: info@crestoneeagle.com
First Class Mail
Bulk Mail/3rd Class
DigiSub - Our best, greenest online value!

$32/year
$20/year
$15/year

The Crestone Eagle is an
independent monthly publication
read by enlightened minds all over the world.

www.crestoneeagle.com

Melissa Emminger, right, of the 6-week Cooking Matters nutritional education class
explains during the grocery store tour segment of the course how to shop for the healthiest foods on a budget by reading labels and comparing prices. There will be another
session of Cooking Matters offered in the spring. For more information, contact Lynn
Ertle at 256-4845.

Local schools and community fight
respiratory virus and pertussis
by Mary Benavidez
“Wash your hands, please,”
is a common phrase heard in the
classrooms of both Moffat and Crestone Charter School this fall. Both
schools have seen an increase of absences due to illness.
Crestone Charter has been
hard hit, with some classes down
by two thirds; some children have
missed up to four weeks. Fortunately only one child has contracted pertussis, or whooping cough. If
pertussis is caught early enough,
the child can return to school after
being on antibiotics for 5 days (one
school week). If the patient does
not take antibiotics, then no school
for three weeks.
According to our district nurse
Alyssa O’Brien, RN, SCPHN, pertussis is an infection that affects
the airways and is easily spread
from person to person by coughing
or sneezing. Its severe cough can
last for weeks or months, sometimes leading to coughing fits and/
or vomiting. Anyone can get pertussis, but it can be very dangerous
for infants and people with weakened immune systems.
Family
members with pertussis, especially
mothers, can spread pertussis to
newborns.
Recommendations include:
1. If your child has a cough:
• Keep your child home from
school and activities, such as sports
or play groups. See items 4 and 5
about when your child can return
to these activities.
• Make an appointment with
your child’s doctor as soon as possible and tell the doctor that your
child may have been exposed to
pertussis.
2. If your child has been told
by a doctor that they have a weakened immune system ask your
child’s doctor to prescribe antibiotics to your child as soon as possible to prevent pertussis. Antibiotics should be given to a child
with a weakened immune system
if they may have been exposed to
pertussis, even if he or she is not
coughing.
3. If your child lives with any
of the following people and may
have been exposed to pertussis,
ask your child’s doctor to prescribe
antibiotics as soon as possible to

your child, even if he or she is not
coughing:
• A woman who is pregnant,
• An infant younger than 12
months old, or
• Anyone with a weakened
immune system.
4. If your child has been diagnosed with pertussis by his or her
doctor:
• Tell the school that your
child has been diagnosed with pertussis.
• School officials may request
that you keep your child home from
school and activities, such as sports
or play groups, until your child has
been on antibiotics for five days (or
one school week) to treat pertussis.
• Ask your child’s doctor for a
note that states your child has pertussis.
5. If your child’s doctor says
your child does not have pertussis:
• Ask for a note from the
doctor telling the school that your
child’s cough is NOT pertussis and
that your child can return to school
and other activities at any time.
The only way to distinguish
between pertussis and the respiratory virus is a PCR (pertussis) test
from the pediatrician. The Crestone
Charter School Director Michael
Hayes himself drove one student to
Alamosa for the test. The respiratory virus, not related to pertussis,
is still a serious illness. Being a virus, it does not respond to antibiotics and is very contagious. Families
at both schools are encouraged to
implement regular hand-washing/
sanitizing as part of their everyday
routines and to keep children home
to recover.
It is recommended by the Saguache County Health Department
that your family’s vaccinations are
up-to-date. Protection against pertussis from the childhood vaccine,
DTaP, decreases over time. Older
children and adults, including
pregnant women, should get a pertussis booster shot called “Tdap”
to protect themselves and infants
near or around them. If you need
the Tdap vaccine and/or have questions or concerns related to pertussis, contact your medical provider
or Saguache County Public Health
at 719-655-2533.
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Tom Whitehead (Big Tom):
Sharing the gift of laughter and food
by Gussie Fauntleroy
On that cold, dreary day in
early January 2004, there was little reason Tom Whitehead could
see for being in Crestone. A few
months earlier his brother Steve,
who was living in Monte Vista, had
persuaded him to leave Dallas for
the San Luis Valley, convinced a
quiet lifestyle could help Tom heal
from a serious head injury he’d
sustained in a car wreck in 1999.
After being in the food and restaurant business for years and loving
to cook since he was tall enough
to reach the stove, Tom had been
unable to work for almost three
years. He had taken his brother’s
advice and moved to Monte Vista
and shortly afterward to Crestone
to work for Ken and Lynda Kucin,
then-owners of the Desert Sage.
But the constant multi-tasking
required in a restaurant kitchen
proved incompatible with his reconfigured post-injury skills. While
Ken and Lynda were warm and understanding, he soon had to quit.
Southern cooking
Cooking, sharing food, laughing, and making others smile has
always been the center of life for the
tall, big-hearted East Texan known
by friends and family as Big Tom or
Uncle T. As one of six kids growing
up in the small piney woods town of
Mineola, he and his siblings shared
the chores, including cooking, in a
happy, close-knit family. His chiropractor father and stay-at-home
mother were both good cooks, and
for a time they owned a pizza and
ice cream shop, where young Tom
worked. After high school he headed for Ft. Worth and then Dallas,
working in restaurants and as a
private chef. He expertly put together dinners for parties ranging
from two to 2,000 people, including
managing a full staff. For several
years he served as private chef for
a wealthy Texas family with a second home in Maine, spending summers with them in New England.
“Lobster! Blueberries! Corn on the
cob! Mm-mm-mm!” he remembers
smiling, sitting at the table in his
Crestone home as North Crestone
Creek rolls by outside.
A message from the other
side
When Tom was in his 20s
his parents died within six years
of each other. “Death will change
you,” he reflects. “It knocks you
down, but then the world picks you
up.” But then injury knocked him
down again. That first winter in
Crestone, discouraged, dogged by
pain and unable to work, he found
himself wondering, “What the hell
am I doing here?” Seeking relief
from chronic pain, he made an appointment with then-local chiropractor Stephen Blount. As soon
as he walked into the office, the
chiropractor chided him for keeping his wallet in his back pocket,
a practice that puts the hips and
spine off balance. “He sounded just
like my daddy—he used to say that
all the time,” Tom recalls. What
happened next almost blew him

www.crestoneeagle.com
and meat—are always welcome, as
are hearty canned
soups and stews
for those without
access to a kitchen
for cooking from
scratch.
“It’s sad that
we’re hungry in
America. It’s just
wrong, because the
food that goes to
waste in this country is astronomical,” Tom says.
With an irrepressible desire to help,
he has taken boxes
of food, leftover
from catering jobs,
to homeless people
under Dallas over- Tom Whitehead
passes, delivered
turkeys to families
at Thanksgiving, and organized
toy and winter coat drives. For a
number of years he has headed up
the annual Crestone community
Thanksgiving potluck (although
this year he was in Texas visiting
family.) “I’m glad we were able to
bring him here and keep him here
because he’s been a wonderful part

off his feet. When he told Stephen
he’d grown up in Mineola, Texas,
the chiropractor seemed surprised.
He asked if Tom happened to know
“Pat, with the big hair.” Tom’s jaw
dropped. “That’s my sister!” he replied. As it turned out, not only did
Stephen know Pat, but a few years
earlier she had helped him establish his practice in East Texas and
sold him the chiropractic equipment that had belonged to their
father. Looking around, Tom immediately recognized that familiar
equipment in Stephan’s Crestone
treatment room. “It was almost
of the community,” observes Lynda
like my daddy was here before me,”
Kucin. “He’s so well loved.” Tom
he says, his voice quiet. “I knew I
grins and sums up his life’s passion
was in the right place then. I knew
this way: “Some people were born to
I would heal.”
dance or sing. I was born to eat, so
Feeding people
I’m a happy cook!”
Indeed, Tom has continued to
Gussie welcomes ideas for this
heal, thanks to time, massage and
ongoing
series on Crestone area resother therapies, daily swimming
idents:
gussie7@fairpoint.net.
at the Sand Dunes Pool,
and—just as important—
his love of people and of
giving, mostly in relation to cooking and food.
For a while he served on
the board of Neighbors
Helping Neighbors, and
still frequently offers catering services for NHN
fund-raising events. He
has spearheaded the Crestone Food Bank for the
past 10 years, helping
feed countless families
and individuals. Citing
statewide statistics, Tom
frowns and says that more
than one in four working families in Colorado
can’t afford enough food
to meet their basic needs.
In the Crestone/Moffat
area that means that on
a weekly basis an average of 30 people depend
on the food bank, which
is open—with assistance
from Denise Peine and
Grace Morrisette—from 1
to 3pm each Wednesday
at Crestone Town Hall
(256-4313). In winter, Big Tom handing over his masterpiece dessert to JT Williams, who bid a lot of money for it! NHN
when construction and Cabin Fever, 3/9/2013
other work is scarce, that
need rises considerably.
The Crestone Food Bank receives food donations from La Puente in Alamosa, Chokurei Farm,
Dharma Ocean after retreats, and
from local individuals. Commodities, including canned goods and
meat, come to Crestone once a
quarter by way of Saguache County.
Proof of local residency is required
to take part in the commodities
program, which is hard for some
people to provide, Tom points out.
On the third Wednesday of each
month, Care and Share in Colorado Springs delivers quantities
of potatoes and other staples that
*New Client Special*
anyone can pick up from the town
$60/Session
in December
hall porch. Commodities and Care
and Share notifications are posted
Ashley Quinn. Certified Rolfer™, RN
on the Crestone Facebook pages.
There is always a need for donaAlignwithashley@Gmail.Com
tions, Tom says. In particular, pro215.589.0864
teins—peanut butter, eggs, beans,

Rolfing® Structural Integration
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Sri Aurobindo Learning Center now
offering ‘Auromere’ products

Ashram Movie Manor Weekend was a huge devotional and fun success!

Haidakhandi Universal Ashram news
Come visit the Maha Lakshmi Shop!
by Ramloti
What an amazing weekend we
had at the Movie Manor Hotel in
Monte Vista last month. The weekend was full of kirtan, aarati, films,
huge Indian feasts, and a large fire
ceremony. The devotion, love, service, joy, and friendship pervaded
every nook and cranny of the 40
acres of the grounds and buildings.
We cannot say thank you enough to
the folks who own the hotel and all
of the Indian families that cooked,
served, and cleaned up after the
event as well as everyone else who
helped with the decorating and
clean up. It was all beyond my
greatest imagination.
The rest of November has
been pretty busy with college
groups, high school groups, fire ceremonies, Thanksgiving weekend,
and our daily visitors.
Our full-moon fire ceremony
this month is on Saturday, December 6 and the new-moon fire ceremony is on Sunday, December 21.
The fire ceremonies begin at 10am
and are followed by a meal. Morning aarati will shift to 8am for the

months of December and January
with evening aarati remaining at
6pm.
The Maha Lakshmi Shop
is very full and ready for all your
shopping and personal needs this
holiday season. It is open every
day from 10am until 5pm. We invite you to come in and if you mention that you are an Eagle reader,
we will happily give you a 10% discount on your non-sale purchases.
We deeply appreciate your support.
You may view some of what is in
our shop on our website at mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.
For more information about
the Ashram, please visit our website at www.babajiashram.org
where you will find a calendar of
upcoming events, many stories by
devotees, writings about Shri Babaji and the Divine Mother, and
the Ashram schedule. We also invite you to visit the Ashram at any
time. We love to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s home with others. Just drop by or give us a call at
719-256-4108.

by Rod Hemsell
The Sri Aurobindo Learning Center in Crestone has begun
to expand beyond the boundaries of
its small study group pattern into a
more active outreach mode that includes the distribution of Auromere
products, now available in local and
regional shops. These products are
manufactured in India for the most
part, made of Ayurvedic herbal formulas, and packaged at the Sri Aurobindo Ashram in Lodi, California.
You will probably recognize things
like Ayurvedic formula toothpaste,
mouthwash, soaps, shampoos, lotions, and incense. The Auromere
product source is also the source of
the books of Sri Aurobindo and the
Mother, which Seyril used to provide from Savitri House and which
are still available here. In addition,
we are now starting to print and
distribute books that are available
from Auro-ebooks as downloads on
your Kindle and your computer.
As mentioned previously, the
library of Savitri House as well as
the Solar Dome meditation hall are
available to guests and the community. And we are happy to have had
several groups this year who were
interested in learning about the Integral Yoga, the philosophy of Sri
Aurobindo, and the mantric teaching of Savitri. In one of the publications that we offer, The Philosophy
of Religion, by Rod Hemsell, the
role of the Word in all traditions of
sacred wisdom is explored in detail
through the seminal writings of
each of three major religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, and Christianity. In Hindu and Buddhist traditions, as practiced here in Crestone
in fact, the transmission of the
highest wisdom through mantra is

STILL MOUNTAIN
Classical Five-Element

Acupuncture

Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
20% off first treatment

719 - 256 - 4775

believed to be essential.
This was the theme of a presentation made to the students of
Verde Valley School who visited in
November on a field trip to study
the wisdom traditions housed in
Crestone. The importance of the
inspired truth-transmission that is
fundamental in these traditions derives from the metaphysical belief
that the origin of universal principles in existence is a seed sound
that emanates from the transcendent Spirit. In the Greek mystical
tradition of Plotinus it was known
as the Pleroma, the Logos, and in
Sanskrit as Paravak. In Si Aurobindo’s teaching, which is based on

the Rig Veda, that form of speech
is known as Savitri – the radiant
body of the incarnate Word. As
such, She is the creative emanation
of the Divine Mother.
One of the incredibly amazing
aspects of living here, in Crestone,
and in many other communities in
the West, is that these ancient mystery traditions are now accessible
through the medium of the English
language, as originally formulated
in various authentic traditions
such as the Tibetan Buddhist and
Hindu Vedanta. It is now possible
to appreciate easily and directly
both their uniqueness and the universality of their truths.

Marta C. Shoman, M.A. , C.N.A.

“I congratulate and bless all who have
assembled here from so many countries
at this auspicious time. Today is a most
happy and sacred day. Here, at Haidakhan
Viswa Mahadham, many people belonging
to many religions and faiths have
assembled to celebrate, with great
religiosity, the birthday of Lord Christ....
The seeds of righteousness have been
sown in your hearts for you to kindle the
hearts of others. I seek the general good
of all people in the world. You must do all
work to perfect humanity. May all of you be
happy. Live together and live peacefully.”
Shri Babaji on Christmas, 1982

A Blessed Holy Season and a
New Year of Peace to all.
Love from your friends at the Ashram

Providing Support and Assistance with Geriatric and Home-based Care
• ongoing care monitoring • aging-in-place • care team coordination

~ Master’s Degree in Contemplative Psychotherapy ~
CNA - Certified Nursing Assistant. Colorado DORA # 743047

www.martashoman.com

Contact: Mobile: 719-937-1292 Email: martashoman@gmail.com

P.O. Box 88
83 North Baca Grant Way
Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917
sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org
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Pilgrimage: Dismantling
Buddhism in India & Nepal
by Anke Perkert
I don’t know why I wanted to
go on a Buddhist pilgrimage. While
I have been practicing Buddhist
meditation in its various forms for
more than 15 years, I am not a religious Buddhist. Religious rituals
make me feel uneasy. I am also not
a very devoted Buddhist. As a matter of fact, I like to exchange periods of deep retreat and contemplation with travels around the world
just to have fun. Perhaps I am not
being committed enough, but for
me there needs to be a healthy balance between serious commitment
and light-heartedness.
So when Buddhist friends of
mine asked me if I wanted to join
them on a pilgrimage through India
and Nepal, I thought long and hard.
India had been calling to me for a
long time. I had never been, but I
wanted to go, and traveling with a
group felt safer than traveling alone

more people per square mile than
anywhere in the United States.
Trash piles up on the roadside.
Cows, goats and dogs are roaming the streets in equal numbers
to people. There is no sanitation.
People wash themselves either at
public water fountains or in some
polluted river. The air is thick with
smoke from exhaust and burning
trash. The noise is constant: car
horns, loudspeakers, people shouting. After a few days of this constant poverty, this constant assault
on the senses, I reached the point
where all I could do was sit down
and sob uncontrollably. I had expected all of that. I had read about
it, I had heard people talk about it,
but it was more than my western
mind could handle.
The Buddhist sites were interesting, of course, but since I am
not a religious Buddhist, I quickly
grew tired of them. Religious tour-

Mahabodhi Temple at Bodh Gaya

Scott, Anke and Alan in front of Baby Buddha in Lumbini.

in India as a single woman. I finally
made up my mind to go.
A funny thing happens when
Buddhist practitioners come together. We were a group of 19 people who hardly knew each other,
but somehow we understood each
other. We all connected easily and
without effort, which made the difficult parts of the journey a little
bit easier. We shared our excitements as equally as our woes.
After a few days in Boudhanath, Kathmandu, Nepal our little
sangha got on a flight to Lumbini
where the Buddha was born; and
from there took a charter bus to
Kushinagar where he died; Sarnath, where he taught; Varanasi to
see the Burning Ghats; and finally
Bodh Gaya where he attained enlightenment.
Traveling through northern
India is no easy walk in the woods.
The roads are rough. You see a lot
of desperate poverty. There are

ism, as much as it keeps the poor
economy in those places alive, has
some disturbing aspects. It encourages beggars, scammers and fake
priests who charge you for a blessing. The incessant flow of Buddhist
monks chanting, praying, doing
prostrations, and making offerings
is a wild display of colors, smells
and sounds—fascinating at first
but growing more and more annoying as time went on. After a while
it all seemed like a big Buddhist
circus. Especially in Bodh Gaya,
the holiest of all places, and probably the prettiest, I felt that all sacredness had been lost. This may
sound sacrilegious, and while I was
impressed with the devotional aspect of practicing Buddhism that
showed itself so clearly at Bodh
Gaya, it was hard for me to relate
to it.
What did inspire me were
some of the caves we visited, far
away from the loud and noisy cit-

342 Santa Fe Ave. • Alamosa, CO 81101 • (719) 589-9228
Fax: (719) 589-0319 • info@oandvprinting.com • www.oandvprinting.com

Living on the streets

ies, high up in the mountains:
Padmasambhava’s cave near Kathmandu. The Buddha’s cave near
Bodh Gaya, in which he practiced
austerity for six years. Ananda’s
cave on vulture peak. Those places
were quiet, still, and truly held a
powerful sense of sacredness.
This pilgrimage was probably
the hardest travel I ever did. There
were many times when I just wanted to turn around and go home: I
wanted a soft bed, a real shower,
clean water and a functioning toilet. I wanted out of this madhouse
called India. And I felt like such a
sissy. It wasn’t just that I came to
doubt my Buddhist practice, but I
felt like a spoiled western brat who
can’t handle traveling in a third
world country. I felt ashamed of
myself.
But sometimes you need
to be smacked against your own
walls in order to wake up. After a

while there was no point anymore
in complaining or trying to see my
western standards fulfilled. India
grabbed me, threw me against a
wall and said: “Here I am. Take it
or leave it. But this is who I am.”
The change was anything but subtle. It was anything but sweet. But
after three weeks of traveling, I finally had accepted my journey.
Perhaps that of all things is
the purpose of pilgrimage.
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Crestone End Of Life Project
needs volunteers

Moving Up Higher

Enjoying everyday life
by Joyce Meyer
Letting go of the dead stuff
in your life
Have you ever hired a professional to prune a tree in your
yard? Well, Dave and I hire someone to do that for us and there are
times when he cuts the branches
back so far that I’ve said to him,
“There is nothing left. You have
totally destroyed our tree!” But he
says, “You just watch and see.” And
sure enough, before long the tree
is much better looking than it was
before.
Just like trees need pruning
from time to time, to remove dead
branches or areas where there is
overgrowth, you and I need to be
pruned or reshaped at different
times in different areas of our lives.
We may not enjoy the pruning process, but when it’s over, we’re much
better off than we were before.
You see, God wants us to be at
our very best—spiritually, emotionally and physically.
John 15:2 says, “Any branch
in Me that does not bear fruit He
cuts away; and He cleanses and repeatedly prunes every branch that
continues to bear fruit, to make it
bear more and richer and more excellent fruit.”
Are you dragging around
“dead branches” in your life? Maybe it’s a bad relationship, an old
wound from your past, or a negative attitude that keeps you from
enjoying life to the fullest.
It would be nice if we could see
what God sees and say, “Yes, God.
Let’s get rid of that dead branch.”
But many times we’re too afraid
to give up what we know for something new that we just can’t see or
understand.
The truth is you can be miserable dragging those dead things
around or you can go through the
pain of letting God “prune” them

a w a y.
E v e n
though
it’s
uncomfortable, the best thing you can do is
let God prune you, because after
the hard part is over, you will see
some amazing results!
God doesn’t want to see you
struggle. He loves you so much that
He will never give up on you. As we
allow Him to speak into our lives,
He teaches and trains us to be kind
and gentle, peaceful and patient,
loving and forgiving like Him. But
we cannot develop that “fruit” on
our own.
Our relationship with God
is about much more than going to
church on Sunday and reading the
Word out of duty. He wants a personal relationship with each of us.
God has a good plan for your
life. He wants to take you to the
next level in your relationship with
Him, but there are some things
that He wants you to leave behind—past hurts, insecurities, or
anything we look to for a sense of
security other than God Himself.
Don’t ever be afraid to surrender to God so He can prune the
things that are hurting and hindering you from moving forward in
your relationship with Him.
You can pray today: “God, I’m
tired of dragging this heavy load
around with me. I’m ready to let it
go so I can get on with my life and
experience a new level of relationship with You. Help me to know
that You love me and that You will
work everything out for my good.”
If we will totally give ourselves to God, He will give us His
best for us. It may not be what we
thought we wanted, but it will be
exactly what we need. And it will
be greater than anything we could
have asked for.

Joyce Meyer Article

Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church
Corner of Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

Sunday Services
Bible Study Thursdays
Prayer Services Mon & Fri
Food Bank Tuesdays
Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday
Shabbat Celebration every 1st Friday

3:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm
8:00 am
6:00 pm

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions.

The Crestone End of Life Project is grateful to Hester and Ryan
Triplett for allowing us to fulfill the
wishes of their beloved husband and
father, Bill Triplett, on November 18.
Join Crestone End of Life Project (CEOLP) members on Wednesday, December 10 at 7pm, 33 Sunset Overlook, for our monthly open
meeting. It’s an opportunity to learn
more about the range of services provided through CEOLP and Informed
Final Choices, our educational outreach branch. For more information
contact Stephanie Gaines, 719-5887415.
In the early spring of 2012,
CEOLP fulfilled Michelle Baldwin’s
final wishes: to have an open-air cremation. Michelle was 45, a mother of
three, an avid sportswoman who was
dying of cervical cancer when she decided to use her condition as a vehicle
for bringing awareness to women’s
health issues. The documentary,
Lady Ganga, follows Michelle as she
embarks on and completes her journey. Visit www.LadyGangaTheMov-

ie.com to learn more about this remarkable woman.
CEOLP is seeking donations in
the amount of $200 to cover the cost
of a portable sound system and CD/
iPod player/dock. Donations are tax
deductible; checks can be sent to:
CEOLP, attn: Noah Baen, POB
734, Crestone 81131.


























Crestone End of Life Project

Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

Call 719.588.7415 or 719.937.7802 for information/materials

www.crestone-end-of-life.org • email: ceolp.info@gmail.com
Let us have love and more love, a love that melts all opposition
A love that conquers all foes, a love that sweeps away all barriers
A love that abounds in charity, large-heartedness, tolerance, forgiveness
And noble striving, a Love that triumphs over all obstacles. - Abdul Baha
With wishes to all for a blessed season,
From The Crestone End of Life Project and Informed Final Choices

Wishing you all
the best...

Happy
Holidays
from the
Crestone
Eagle
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The good, the bad & the ugly
—Movie recommendations
by Ish
1/ An Invisible Sign: 

Math prodigy Mona, played by Jessica Biel, retreats from
the world when her father is devastated by an unknown
disease. She retreats to the familiar world of mathematics and later, while teaching troubled kids math, she realizes it could be her path back from her own emotional

escape.
2/ Hit & Run: 

In this action comedy Charlie decides to break out of his witness protection program as he becomes determined to drive his fiancée to Los Angeles
to participate in an amazing opportunity. And of course the movie unfolds
with the usual suspects and the FBI chasing them . . . peppered with Kristen Bell, John Duff, David Koechner and Beau Bridges.
3/ Arbitrage:

In this indie suspenseful drama, Richard Gere plays a billionaire needing
to divest before his fraud is brought to the forefront. His karma takes a
nasty turn and, being desperate, he turns to an unlikely person for help.
Other stars are Susan Sarandon, Tim Roth and others. (4 stars)
4/ Ichi:

For those of you that love martial arts and the dignity of the Samurai, this
Japanese action film is well worth it. Ichi, a beautiful and skilled swordswoman is in search of her mentor who not only raised her but taught her
the skills she possesses. He is a blind masseur and she too is sightless. She
saves the life of a Samurai which causes her to be in the middle of a feud between local villagers and a gang of bandits. The fight scenes, though bloody,
are beautifully choreographed and the acting is mature and sensitive.
5/ It’s a Disaster: 

In this dark-humored indie comedy, a group of four couples gather for a
Sunday brunch when they realize they are stranded together as an apocalyptic disaster is beginning to happen in the atmosphere outside. As the
world may be coming to an end they continue with their relationship issues. Stars Julia Stiles, David Cross, America Ferrera and others.

May the Holidays
fulfill all your
heart’s desires.

Crestone Mobile Veterinary Service
Providing local high quality, compassionate
veterinary care for your pets.
Call with any questions or to make an
appointment
719-588-4024
CrestoneMobileVet.com
L I C E N S E D

M A S S A G E

256-5165

Pet Partners help
our animals—
non-surgical
neutering available

by Patrick More
Pet Partners is approaching
its first year with tremendous support from the community. Individuals, and the community as a whole,
have strongly stepped forward to
help care for our community of animals, including donations in the
collection jars, rescuing, fostering
and adopting, requesting medical
care, spaying and neutering, donations of food and pet supplies, fundraising and general care-giving to
our animals. Everyone who gives
help in any form is an awesome pet
partner. Thanks.
Good news for the guys
Dr. Linda Behrns has brought
a new canine neutering procedure
to our community. It involves a
non-surgical injection which eliminates sperm production, but leaves
25 to 35 percent of testosterone
production and the testicles. It
takes just 20 minutes, is much less
stressful to the dogs and costs less
than the surgical method. Please
consult Dr. Behrns at 719-588-4024

to see if it is appropriate for your
big strong guy (no humans please).
Pets celebrate WinterFest
During WinterFest this year
there were items for sale at the
Crestone Mercantile Grocery and
Hardware stores, the proceeds of
which were donated to PetPartners.
And remember, if you have pet supplies (or money) to donate you can
drop them off at the Mercantile.
Be cool, not cold
It is well known that winters here can be harsh at times, so
please help keep the pets (and the
humans) safe from the cold. If you,
someone you know, or a pet is in
need of assistance in getting warm
please call for help at 719-588-6431
or 719-429-5458. Providing and/or
getting help is cool, ignoring the
situation is cold.
Not least, use the leash!
Children and dogs are unpredictable, so please keep them both
safe by using the leash on your dog
while it’s in town or in the company
of children.

CRESTONE MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICE
Providing local high quality, compassionate
veterinary care for your pets.

T H E R A P I S T

-JWF4JNQMZ
&BU8FMM

Call with any questions or to make an appointment.

719-588-4024

CrestoneMobileVet.com

BE COOL, NOT COLD
If you, or someone you know, or a pet, is cold this winter
please call us and we’ll find a way to help.

Get Warm!

3ALIDAS LOCALLY OWNED FRESH FOODS GROCERY
WITH A WIDE SELECTION OF YOUR FAVORITE
ORGANIC NATURAL AND GOURMET FOODS

 s  s
 ' 3TREET
3ALIDA #OLORADO
WWWSIMPLEFOODSMARKETCOM

10%
off
/0%.
Second
$!93
Sundays
! 7%%+



Tin Man Services 719.429.5458
Crestone Mercantile
Pet Partners 719.588.6431
Crestone Mobile Veterinary Service
Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Because nobody should be cold in our community.
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CPI to hold Christmas Movie night
Crestone Performances will be
presenting an entertaining evening
of Christmas classics at the Crestone
Charter School on Friday, December
12 at 6:30pm. We will start the evening off with some cartoons like the
original Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer, Santa’s Surprise and Snow Foolin’. The main feature will be Miracle
on 34th Street. We will end the night
with a hilarious Jack Benny Christmas special from 1957.
All of this will take about two
hours, and to accommodate families,
we will start at 6:30. We will serve
vegetarian and chicken chili along
with popcorn, chips, hot cocoa, coffee,
assorted sodas, juices and water. Admission is $5 for adults, $2 for teens
and under 12 free.
But wait! Become a member
of Crestone Performances for $50 or
more a year or $5 or more a month
and get in for free that night! You
can even make a pledge to become a
member and get in free. By becoming
a member of Crestone Performances
Inc. you will be contributing to the vi-

tality of our community. CPI annually produces the Crestone Music Festival, now in its 17th year. Over the
last 12 years, our Youth Enrichment
Program has produced and fully
paid for 31 different presenters to do
103 educational and cultural presentations in Saguache County schools.
We have also provided another 80
shows in schools throughout the San
Luis Valley plus the Boys and Girls
Club of Alamosa. Our Community
Service Program lends free technical
and consulting support to other local
organizations throughout the year,
including all Neighbors Helping
Neighbors events, Yaktoberfest, the
Crestone Charter School, Crestone
Fourth of July and the Energy Fair.
For more information, please
contact us at 719-256-4533, see our
website at crestfest.org. or write to
CPI, P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO 81131.
CPI is a 501c3 community service
organization. All donations are tax
deductible.
Come on out and let us jingle
your bells!

Holiday Shopping Spree—great deals!
Crestone Performances Inc. is having their first ever on-line Holiday Shopping Spree! Here’s how it works. Go to crestfest.org and purchase gift certificates to shop at any of the many stores participating.
Stores will include local, regional and national outlets. The minimum
price will be displayed and will usually be a savings of 50%! You buy the
gift certificates, we send them to you, and you go shopping. The stores
will not give change, but you can buy as many gift certificates as you
want, any time you want in any combination you want. The types of
businesses involved will include clothing stores, sporting goods, automotive supplies, gift stores, toy stores, grocery stores and more.
This shopping spree will continue Until the end of December! It’s
simple and you save big so check-it-out at crestfest.org or call 719-2564533!

The Crestone Love Tribe performed at the Center schools.

Crestone Performances fall school shows
Crestone Performances Inc.
presented two acts in Saguache
County schools this fall. The
groups were The Crestone Love
Tribe and Four Shillings Short.
The Crestone Love Tribe presented traditional and contemporary
African dance and drum from the
countries of Mali, Ghana, Togo,
Guinea and Congo. The kids went
nuts and danced and danced. This
is a local group and we will be producing them throughout the valley
in the future. Four Shillings Short
presented traditional music from
Ireland, Scotland, England, Medieval & Renaissance Europe, the
Americas and India. They played
30 instruments and kids were mes-

merized and enthusiastic at all the
shows. These performances bring
our total, over the last 12½ years,
to 177 with 31 different artists. The
total for Saguache County alone is
up to 103. These shows are made
possible, in part, by a grant from
Saguache County.
For more information please
see us at crestfest.org or call 719256-4533. If you would like to contribute financially to this program,
please call 719-256-4533 or write
to: CPI, P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO
81131 or go to crestfest.org. CPI
is a 501c3 community service organization. All donations are tax
deductible. Thanks and stay tuned!

On-line Holiday
Shopping Spree!
Save money and shop locally
to
Up off!
50%

Gift certificates for:
Clothing, sporting goods,
automotive supplies, toys,
groceries & much more!

Visit www.crestfest.org today

Merry
Christmas and
Happy New
Year!
From Saguache
County
Administration

Moffat Family
Health Center
545 Moffat Way
in Moffat
Please call for an
appointment

719-589-3658
vwhs.org

Four Shillings Short at the Center schools. “Around the world in 30 instruments.”

Daniel B. Flemming, D.C.
Quantum Chiropractic Care
719.337.6633

Integrating structural, emotional, nutritional health in one treatment

For local appointments, call Annie: 719.256.5668
http://quantumchiropractic.org

The CAMINO de CRESTONE

Three pilgrimages in 2015:
June 6-13
August 22-29
September 12-19

www.caminodecrestone.com
“Life-affirming and life-transforming”
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Moffat School News is
sponsored by
Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Trust & Strength Since 1899

Monte Vista
852-5991

Counting our blessings
Moffat Middle School Student Council worked on the middle
school bulletin board for Thanksgiving. Each feather noted what
a student or teacher is thankful
for as this holiday season begins.
This year’s Middle School Stu-

dent Council includes: President,
Ian Horn; Vice President, Isaiah
Wellman,Wheeler; Secretary, Xavier Merryman; Treasurer, Alyssa
Chavez; Representatives, Sheridan
Taylor and Dakotah Richardson

Moffat District sweeps Knowledge Bowl
We have had another successful month with both varsity and JV
teams earning first place during
our November meet.
Varsity includes Crestone
Charter students Jam Young Dorji, William Higgenbotham, Jacob
Smith, Taru Gouldberg and Moffat’s Joedeelee Rigdon. The young
men took all challengers, both large
school and small school, to “hold
the stage” throughout the competition to earn the top position for the
day in the SLV League.
The JV team also won top

Small School honors by picking up
blue ribbons as well. JV members
include Marlon Jacobi, Nicholas
Meisman, Chloe Hadden, Sierra
Swartz and Kristian Tran,Harrell.
It was a truly stellar performance by all, as the other teams
were tough contenders. The Crestone/Moffat victory is earned
through lots of practice and an
innate ability to retain facts and
formulas learned throughout the
years. Next month’s meet will be
Thursday, December 4.

Moffat school elementary American folk music presentation, held October 23, was a
delight to the many friends and family who attended.

Addante Chiropractic, PC

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

Winter Catalog
Titles

15% off

Perfect
holiday gifts!

a place to gather, to browse, to explore,
to reach out, to find great literature and good reads
in historic downtown Salida

135 F Street

Crestone Conglomerate
This year’s middle school student council includes the following: President, Ian Horn;
Vice Presidents, Isaiah Wellman,Wheeler; Secretary, Xavier Merryman; Treasurer, Alyssa
Chavez; Representatives, Sheridan Taylor and Dakotah Richardson.

Moffat High Key Club, National Honor
Society, and Student Council collaborate
We are very ambitious this
year. There will be an elementary
canned food drive. From November 17,December 15, elementary
students will be bringing in canned
food items. Each class, PreK,4/5th,
will be competing for the most cans.
Secondary students are welcome to
help out by bringing in cans to help
a class win.
We are also hosting a winter
gear drive, during this same time,
providing students with coats, hats,
gloves, and scarves. Another project
in December will be making fleece tie
blankets to be given as a holiday gift.
If you want to help these philanthropic students, we are looking
for monetary donations to help in
support of these great activities.
For the first time, we are hosting a holiday community dinner on
December 17 at 5pm. We welcome

any dishes that would complement a
traditional holiday meal. The dinner
will be right before our annual Winter Concert.
We look forward to seeing you
there! If you would like to help with
any of these events, please contact
Kaley VanArsdale, Elise Lovato, or
Patte Smith at Moffat School.

LarryCalloway.com
a reporter’s blog…
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Crestone Charter School News:
Mindsets and student learning
by Michael Hayes
Recently, Crestone Charter
School LINK students worked
with Moffat High School students
to win the valley-wide Knowledge
Bowl competition. They worked together to outperform students from
throughout the San Luis Valley.
Several students from the Charter
School are competing in a chess
tournament in Colorado Springs.
Last year, these same students
and others exceeded state expectations for academic growth and academic achievement as measured by

the challenge? How can students
move from a fixed mindset about
their skills and knowledge to a
growth mindset? How can teachers
and mentors facilitate this change?
Our all-community read,
Mindset by Carol Dweck, illustrates the power of becoming aware
of mindset in relation to learning.
This has everything to do with the
success of Charter School students.
LINK teacher Mark Mikow can
often be quoted as saying, “I don’t
understand how to do this . . . yet.”
Mindsets about learning may
be more important
than
anything else
we teach. People with fixed
mindsets have
the mistaken
belief that intelligence
is
fixed and that
people are born
either “good” or
“bad” at certain
skills or knowledge.
Alternatively, those
with a growth
mindset believe
in the phrase
that
Mark
Mikow
uses
all the time.
“I’m not good
at this . . . yet.”
Researchers
are
learning
what our great
teachers
intuitively know.
The first step
LINK students climbing at Adams State as part of a climbing
in improving stuafter school program sponsored by Mountain Valley.
dent growth and
achievement is
making students
aware of a growth mindset. Simple
state assessments. We currently
lessons for our students in growth
have 11 students taking Advanced
vs. fixed mindsets have positive imPlacement Calculus because they
pacts on their learning. If students
wanted the challenge. How is it
know that what we value is their
that these students come to excel
effort and improvement, it has a
in school?
positive impact on their learning.
These students, along with
We can choose to praise chilyounger students at our school,
dren not for the things that they
consistently meet and exceed what
are really good at but for perseverthey believe is possible both indiing in the things that they find difvidually and collectively. Many of
ficult. The second thing we know
us watched these students perform
is that the type of feedback we give
Shakespeare’s Macbeth and we
students is critical to their mindwill enjoy their performance of A
sets about their ability to learn.
Christmas Carol on December 18
Sal Kahn, the founder of Kahn
and 19.
Academy, wrote a recent article
The success of the LINK proabout Dweck’s work on Mindset, tigram and the work of our younger
tled “Why I will never tell my son
students leads to some questions.
he is smart”, that the best type of
Why do some school cultures confeedback that we can give students
tinually reach beyond their comfort
is specific feedback around process
zone to grow and learn? Why do
and effort. Appreciating a student’s
some students (and people) thrive
effort is more effective than telling
when faced with a challenge while
them that they are smart or their
others seem to shut down or avoid
work is beautiful.
Kahn writes, “Strikingly, a
student’s beliefs about working
with and overcoming adversity are
Crestone
paramount.”
Effective mentors
and
educators
embrace
and even
Performances
find joy in the difficulties of learnwishes everyone
ing and failure and they are able to
a
impart a culture of embracing adversity on their students.
Happy
According to research, feedback that is product-oriented like,
Holiday!
“You learned that so quickly” or

“You are so brilliant” actually decreases motivation to learn in the
long run. The underlying message
that students hear is that if they
don’t “get it” right away then they
must not be brilliant. All of us can
name people who are chronic underperformers, who have the ability, but just aren’t willing to do
the work. Many of these students
have received feedback that has led
them towards a fixed mindset.
In his book, Outliers, Malcolm
Gladwell writes about the “10,000
hour rule”. “The closer psychologists
look at the careers of the gifted, the
smaller the role innate talent seems
to play and the bigger the role preparation seems to play.” Chess masters and grand-masters have spent
between 10,000 and 50,000 hours
studying chess strategy and positions. When one takes a look at professional musicians, the vast majority have spent over 10,000 hours
practicing their craft. The same is
true for most professional athletes.
There are no shortcuts to mastery
in cognitively complex tasks. In al-

most all fields where one might be
considered an expert or a master,
what separates the best from the
rest is how long and intentionally
they work, or probably better said,
play at their craft.
Growth mindset and the
10,000 hour rule both speak to our
work on developing intentional
school culture through The Virtues
Project. With intentional practice,
children can show more respectful
or creative behavior. They need the
right kind, amount, and timeliness
of feedback to get better at virtues,
like kindness, but they can develop
their kindness “muscle” in much
the same way they can develop any
other skill.
As educators, there are students that challenge our current
systems. Yet, for every student
keys exist that can unlock the motivation for and the joy in learning.
It is really up to us to find those
keys. Intentional teaching about
growth mindset and feedback that
supports a growth mindset can provide one of those keys.

Crestone Charter School intermediate students get a tour of the Crestone Volunteer Fire
Dept. and Baca Volunteer Fire Dept. fire trucks. The fire departments conducted a fire
drill at the school with the students.
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The Washington Beat
Shellacking & climate change
by David Nicholas
It wasn’t good. Democrats lost
control of the Senate with Senator
Mary Landrieu (D-LA) in a run-off
election on December 6. She is likely
to go down, giving the Republicans
a clear majority of 53 seats. With
just 37% of eligible voters showing up to cast their vote, the lowest
turnout since 1942, the shellacking
(your word here if it’s different) was
complete. Democrats didn’t win one
seat they needed to: Senator Mark
Udall lost Colorado to Republican
Cory Gardner.
The bright side and the incongruity of the vote in Colorado was
that Governor John Hickenlooper
kept his job, which would tell me
that Democrats who voted were
really upset with Washington and
vented their anger on the incumbent. Not that Mr. Udall did a bad
job, quite the contrary, but gridlock
between the President and the Congress just got to the point that had
Democratic voters saying “a pox on
both their houses.” So while Democrats went for the Governor they
thought about and voted carefully
on the issues and their perceptions.
Meaning the people spoke and now
Washington needs to pay attention
to what comes next?—which either
has to be better, or they’ll get mad
and throw the bums out again in
2016. So it goes.
For the record, the Hickenlooper victory was 48.3% to 47.1%,
spoiling a come-from-behind victory
by former Congressman Bob Beauprez. The Senator was gaining and
perhaps another week he woulda,
shoulda, coulda . . . but it’s history
now.
Mr. Udall lost to Mr. Gardner
46.0% (916,245) to 48.5% (965,974).
People turned away from Mr. Udall
but still voted for the Governor.
Also, the independents in the race
took votes away from the major candidates, giving Mr. Gardner his victory and handing Mr. Udall his loss.
Saguache County voted overwhelmingly for Mr. Udall over Mr.
Gardner. The results were Mr. Udall
54.8% (1258), Mr. Gardner 36.4%
(837), G. Kent 4.1% (95), R. Acosta
2.2% (51), S. Shogan 2.0% (46), and
B. Hammons 0.4% (10). So it goes.
“We were strangers once,
too”
The President announced in
a Special Immigration Address on
November 20 that he was going to
use his executive authority in a plan
to reshape immigration reform. In
his address from the East Room of
the White House, President Obama
outlined a three-point plan:
“First, we’ll build on our progress at the border with additional
resources for our law enforcement
personnel so that they can stem the
flow of illegal crossings, and speed
the return of those who do cross
over.
“Second, I will make it easier
and faster for high-skilled immigrants, graduates, and entrepreneurs to stay and contribute to our
economy, as so many business leaders have proposed.
“Third, we’ll take steps to deal
responsibly with the millions of
undocumented immigrants who al-

ready live
in our country.”
On the
third point,
the President set out
who qualifies under this plan:
“So we’re going to offer the
following deal: If you’ve been in
America for more than five years; if
you have children who are American citizens or legal residents; if
you register, pass a criminal background check, and you’re willing to
pay your fair share of taxes—you’ll
be able to apply to stay in this country temporarily, without fear of deportation. You can come out of the
shadows and get right with the law.”
Reaction to the speech was
mixed. Republicans hated it even
before the plan was announced
and the President’s actions will, no
doubt, be part of the narrative in
coming weeks. He has defied GOP’s
Congressional will and “their mandate” received from the midterms.
Yawn, and yes, the well for further
working together is poisoned. Too
bad. It’s going to be a fun two years.
But for Hispanics, he has carried out the promise he made in
2008. They may have grown impatient over the last six years, but
they now they have the GOP over
a barrel—if they complain too much
they appear as anti-Hispanic and
worse, anti-immigration. So if the
Congressional well is truly poisoned
it should be understood that many
people drink from this well. Republicans face a hostile electorate
come 2016 when their presidential
candidate and Senate seats in blue
Democratic states will need every
vote they can muster and Hispanics
voting solidly Democrat will be very
hard to overcome.
As the President said in his
closing remarks, “My fellow Americans, we are and always will be
a nation of immigrants. We were
strangers once, too.” Truer words . . .
Obamacare a Republican
target
So what is else is new? We
can expect when the next Congress
comes together in January 2015
that Republicans will try to curb
the President and erase his legacy.
They really want to bring the Black
upstart to heel. They are salivating
on Sunday talk shows on Fox, and
it’s almost lascivious.
But to try to overturn Obamacare is a big task. The President
will veto any bill which passes the
Congress. There will not be enough
Senate votes to override the veto,
so that would be a lost cause. The
GOP’s best hope is that the conservative majority on the US Supreme
Court will overturn some of the provisions of Obamacare saying they
are in direct conflict with the Constitution. Unless the Court decides
to fast track the case and hear arguments before the summer recess, a
ruling won’t be handed down until
October 2015. Meanwhile we can
expect two years of sniping and continual stories of how the Affordable
Healthcare Act is not working and
that the new Republican governors
in blue states such as Illinois may
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try to turnover the Medicaid allocations and provisions for low income
workers to be eligible for health care
under the program.
The President’s nominees
will face a fight
Reining in the President,
which is the mission in life for
Senators like Senator Ted Cruz (RTX), could get ugly. Expect a constant barrage to block Mr. Obama’s
nominees. Up first will be the
President’s nominee for Attorney
General which was announced November 7 in the gaggle dump after
most White House Press Corp had
retired to the local bars for Friday
drinks. This could either turn out to
be the fight of the century or they
might just pass the nominee so the
Department of Justice can actually
function normally until January 20,
2017.
But the nominee, Loretta
Lynch, would be the first woman to
head the Department of Justice and
the entities that come under its jurisdiction, such as the FBI.
Loretta Lynch, nominee
for Attorney General
To quote the President, “It’s
pretty hard to be more qualified for
this job than Loretta. Throughout
her 30-year career, she has distinguished herself as tough, as fair, an
independent lawyer who has twice
headed one of the most prominent
U.S. Attorney’s offices in the country. She has spent years in the
trenches as a prosecutor, aggressively fighting terrorism, financial
fraud, cybercrime, all while vigorously defending civil rights.”
Ms. Lynch is a graduate of
Harvard College and Harvard Law
School. She rose up through the
Justice Department, starting out as
Assistant US Attorney in the Eastern District of New York to Chief
of the Long Island Office. She was
Chief Assistant US Attorney, before
becoming US Attorney in New York.
As US Attorney, Ms. Lynch
successfully prosecuted the terrorists who plotted to bomb the Federal Reserve Bank and the New York
City subway. She has boldly gone
after public corruption, bringing
charges against public officials in
both parties. Her work also secured
billions in settlements from some of
the world’s biggest banks accused of
fraud, and jailed some of New York’s
most violent and notorious mobsters
and gang members.
Sounds too good to be true; Republicans will hate her. But in my
view she would be great. We will
follow her nomination process as it
goes on.
Obama’s Asia Pacific pivot:
Climate change, climate change,
and climate change
Although it was scheduled
well before the mid-terms, the President left town on November 11 and
headed to Beijing for the Asia Pacific Economic Conference (APEC)
and then on to Brisbane, Australia
for the G20 meeting of leaders to
talk about economic stuff but more
to talk about growing concerns such
a climate change, the middle-east
conflagrations (what to do about Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant
[ISIL/ISIS/Islamic State]), and Russian President Putin and what he’s
doing or not doing in Ukraine.
More on Mr. Putin next time
where he has either annexed the
two eastern Ukrainian provinces
of Donetsk and Luhansk or has so
many troops helping pro-Russian

forces in those provinces that they
are Russian protectorates in all but
name.
But I digress. APEC is usually
a love-fest meet and greet for leaders in the Asia-Pacific region to meet
informally, to eat well and to wear
shirts that are usually the very
worst in bad taste, but these were
Mao shirts and looked pretty cool.
So it came and went but just when
most of the leaders had headed to
Myanmar (Burma) for an ASEAN
meeting, both President Obama and
China’s President Xi Jinping came
out and announced they had agreed
on curbing carbon emissions substantially by 2030.
The statement reads, “In light
of the overwhelming scientific consensus on climate change and its
worsening impacts, and the related
issue of air pollution from burning
fossil fuels, the United States and
China recognize the urgent need
for action to meet these twin challenges.
“Both sides reaffirm their commitment to contribute significantly
to successful 2015 global efforts to
meet this challenge. Accordingly,
China and the United States will
work together, within the vehicle
of the U.S.-China Climate Change
Working Group (CCWG) launched
last year, to collaborate through enhanced policy dialogue, including
the sharing of information regarding their respective post-2020 plans
to limit greenhouse gas emissions.
“Regarding practical cooperative actions to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions and other air pollutants, the two sides have reached
agreement on the implementation
plans on the five initiatives launched
under the CCWG, including Emission Reductions from Heavy Duty
and Other Vehicles, Smart Grids,
Carbon Capture Utilization and
Storage, Collecting and Managing
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Data,
and Energy Efficiency in Buildings
and Industry, and commit to devote
significant effort and resources to
secure concrete results by the Sixth
U.S.-China Strategic and Economic
Dialogue in 2014.”
The detail is that the US has
committed to reduce annual GHG
emissions 26-28% by 2025, compared with 2005 levels. This represents a significantly accelerated
pace of emissions reduction, compared with the United States’ previous commitment to a 17% reduction
through 2020 over 2005.
China committed to its CO2
emissions peaking no later than
2030 and to increasing the share
of energy consumption from nonfossil-fuel (zero-emission) energy
sources to 20%, also by 2030. China has never publicly committed
to a peaking year before this time
though there were some semi-official murmurings earlier this year
about the possibility. China doing so
now is a big deal.
Immediately, the reaction in
DC was hostile and belittling of the
agreement. No surprise there. Incoming US Senate Majority Leader
Mitch McConnell led a Republican
chorus objecting to the deal, calling it the latest sign that President
Barack Obama is unwilling to seek
common ground with the party set
to assume power on Capitol Hill.
Ho-hum.
The deal set the cat among the
pigeons, and in this case it blindsided the host of the G20, Australian
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Prime Minister Tony Abbott. Mr.
Abbott is at best a climate change
skeptic, but really he is a denier.
Besides being an insufferable ninny,
he had steadfastly insisted that climate change should not be a formal
item on the G20 agenda.
As side meetings at the G20
are generally where issues of substance are discussed, it was clear
that climate change was all President Obama wanted to talk about,
and that he would discuss it no matter what the host wanted.
The President made the point
when he spoke before an audience
of Australian students at the University of Queensland. Seven minutes of his speech was allocated to
climate change and how students
should get active and demand that
governments take action. To quote
the President, “Citizens, especially
the next generation, you have to
keep raising your voices, because
you deserve to live your lives in a
world that is cleaner and that is
healthier and that is sustainable.”
It really doesn’t do to go up
against the leader of the free world
without being mortally wounded by
the encounter. Mr. Abbott will probably lose his job within the next 30
days. Some people have to learn the
hard way.
The US-China Agreement
made sure that climate change
moved to major discussion among
the world leaders of the G20, and
in the final communiqué, Article
19 read, “We support strong and
effective action to address climate
change. Consistent with the United
Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC) and its
agreed outcomes, our actions will
support sustainable development,
economic growth, and certainty for
business and investment. We will
work together to adopt successfully
a protocol, another legal instrument
or an agreed outcome with legal
force under the UNFCCC that is
applicable to all parties at the 21st
Conference of the Parties (COP21)
in Paris in 2015. We encourage parties that are ready to communicate
their intended nationally determined contributions well in advance of COP21 (by the first quarter
of 2015 for those parties ready to do
so). We reaffirm our support for mobilizing finance for adaptation and
mitigation, such as the Green Climate Fund.”
The Third Intifada begins
In November tensions in Israel started to heat up. In December,
after a month of violence and hostilities, it is now being referred to as
the Third Intifada.
An intifada is an uprising,
which starts with Palestinian youth
spontaneously throwing stones.
Then it gets organized and gets to
the point of outright mass rebellion
with groups/units using hit-andrun tactics to promote tensions and
get maximum media coverage. The
First Intifada began in 1987 and
ended more or less around 1993.
The second began on 2000 when
then-Prime Minster Ariel Sharon
went to the Al-Aqsa Mosque which
set off rioting and spread general
unrest.
This Third Intifada has a lot of
causes. Tensions on the West Bank
or occupied territories had been rising since the Israelis bombed and
attacked Gaza City killing women
and children. It was murder, and
the Israeli did nothing to atone for

the action or to help with the reconstruction of the 50,000 homes they
had decimated. Things came to a
head in early November.
Not only did Prime Minister
Bibi Netanyahu OK 200 more new
houses to be built in East Jerusalem, but hard-line Orthodox Jews
started to try to worship at the site
of the Al-Aqsa Mosque. It’s off-limits to Jews to pray there. The site
which is also called the TempleMount is sacred to Jews because it
is said that the Temple of Solomon
was built there before it was destroyed by Babylonians around 586
BC. The site is considered a place of
God by all religions.
But under an agreement hammered out years ago by Israel and
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan,
the site is off-limits to Jews, administered by Jordan but patrolled by
Israeli security forces.
Throughout November orthodox Jews broke this agreement
by forcing access onto the Temple
Mount, praying there and fighting
Palestinians who challenge them. It
got bad enough that the US, Israel
and Jordan had to meet in Egypt on
November 13 and lay down the law
to a recalcitrant Bibi Netanyahu.
He agreed, but he hasn’t enforced
the agreement other than give lip
service.
Despite that meeting, incidents between Palestinians and
Jews continue on and around the
Mount. On November 18, two Palestinians attacked and killed four
orthodox rabbis—three American
and one British. That has ramped
tensions up another notch.
Prime Minister Netanyahu,
in typical aggressive fashion, swore
revenge and reprisals. This means
it’s become an Intifada. The right
way would have been to try and
seek some call for peace. That would
mean he would need to meet with
Mahmoud Abbas. Well, Mr. Netanyahu doesn’t talk Mr. Abbas because of the Palestinian Authority’s
decision to seek (and was granted)
UN observer status. At the moment
the Palestinian Authority is seeking
to take Israel to the International
Criminal Court for war crimes. I
might add they have a very good
case.
This doesn’t end well as Mr.
Netanyahu has charged that Hamas in Gaza was behind the attack on the rabbis although the
two Palestinians were members of
a Christian-based group. But that’s
irrelevant to the Israeli Prime Minister. Truth is always a convenient
casualty with this Prime Minister.
He loves power so much he will do
anything to keep it and this doesn’t
auger well for Israel’s existence in
the future.
It’s interesting to note Mr.
Obama didn’t talk to Mr. Netanyahu but left it to Secretary of State
John Kerry to utter US concerns
about this. The US opinion of Mr.
Netanyahu is that he thought of
as a chicken sh**. I kid you not,
they really don’t like having to issue statement(s) of support for this
man, who just keeps screwing up
but who has powerful friends in
Congress, unfortunately. One such
is Senator John McCain (R-AZ) who
becomes chairman of Senate Armed
Services Committee in 2015. More
next time.
Hagel out at Defence
Chuck Hagel resigned as Secretary of Defence on Monday, No-

Keystone Pipeline:
The worst form of capitalism or
the best interests
of the American people?
by Lisa Cyriacks
In a post-election vote, the U.S. Senate rejected a bill requiring the
construction of the Keystone XL pipeline. Fourteen Democrats joined all
45 Republican senators in voting for the pipeline, which needed 60 votes
to pass. The finally tally was 59-41.
The vote occurred after the Congressional House of Representatives approved a Keystone bill, 251-162. Two hundred twenty-one Republicans supported the bill, which made the Republican support unanimous while 31 Democrats joined the Republicans. One hundred sixty-one
Democrats rejected the bill.
It was the ninth time the House has passed a Keystone bill, and
supporters were confident that this time the Senate would follow suit
and pass its version.
Opponents say the pipeline would worsen the climate crisis. Proponents of the pipeline who say it would create thousands of construction
jobs.
Approval for the pipeline, which would help transport oil from Canada’s oil sands to the U.S. Gulf coast energy hub, has rested with the
Obama administration because it crosses an international border.
If the measure had passed Congress, Obama would have to decide
whether to make rare use of his veto power. While the White House has
not said if he would do this, Obama has threatened to use his veto in the
past. On Friday, he said he still favored the evaluation that is being carried out by the State Department.
Noting legal action in Nebraska, where a court is expected to rule
in coming weeks on a case over the pipeline’s route in the state, Obama
said “until we know what the route is it’s very hard to finish that evaluation. And I don’t think we should short-circuit that process.”
Among the opposition to the pipeline, the Rosebud Sioux Tribal
President of South Carolina declared that his tribe considers the continued efforts to approve the Keystone pipeline for the TransCanada Corporation as an act of war. The intense effort by politicians to make sure
the corporation has its way is an intense effort to allow TransCanada to
steal land from tribes like this one. The Department of Interior and the
Department of State were presented with concerns from the Rosebud
Sioux Tribe about their land being taken, and they were completely ignored.
Why does the tribe protest the XL Pipeline? Because the lands the
pipeline will cross are Sacred Treaty Lands, and to violate these lands
by digging ditches for the pipelines is blasphemous to the beliefs of the
Native Americans. According to the Center for Biological Diversity, violating the human and religious rights of a people in order to create jobs
and low cost fuel is the worst form of capitalism.
Background
The proposed Keystone XL pipeline would, every day, carry up to
35 million gallons of oil strip-mined from Canada’s “tar sands”—some
of the dirtiest fuels on the planet. The pipeline would cross the heart
of the Midwest and deliver oil to the Gulf of Mexico, where much of it
would be exported to other countries. Along the way the pipeline would
cut through rivers, streams and prime wildlife habitat for at least 12
threatened and endangered species, including whooping cranes and pallid sturgeon.
According to leading climate scientist Dr. James Hansen, extraction and refinement of tar sands oil produces twice as many greenhouse
gases per barrel than conventional oil.
TransCanada’s existing Keystone I tar sands pipeline has reportedly leaked at least 14 times since it went into operation in June 2010,
including one spill of 24,000 gallons. The State Department’s environmental reviews have pointed out that spills from Keystone XL are likely
to occur, estimating that there could be as many as about 100 spills over
the course of the pipeline’s lifespan.

vember 24. Not two years in the job,
Mr Hagel was coming under a lot of
pressure from White House foreign
policy staffers to leave. While it was
all warm and fuzzy at the announcement of his resignation with President Obama, be under no doubt he
was pushed. Possible successors
are Michelle A. Fournoy, former
Under-Secretary of Defence under
Leon Panetta (likely) and Ashton B.
Carter, former Deputy Secretary of
Defence until he resigned in 2013
(maybe).
Iran deal extended to July
1, 2015
It was up to the deadline on
Monday, November 24, when all the
principals engaged in talks with the
Islamic Republic to curb Iran’s nu-

clear production agreed to extend
talks.
The rumor is that the US and
Europe couldn’t agree on timing to
lift economic sanctions. Iran wants
them lifted as soon as possible after the agreement is reached, the
US wants to go slower. Both sides
are looking to their critics at home,
who don’t want either side to be
seen giving in to the other first, or
even would rather see these talks
fail. Ambition and power have no
bounds.
So that said, may your holiday
season be a good one and best wishes for the new year. Peace on earth
and good will to all. A long shot certainly, but still worth the while.
And the beat goes on.

Page 28 • The Crestone Eagle • December, 2014

www.crestoneeagle.com

Crestone Creative Council attends the
Colorado Youth Summit in Denver
by Stohry Rinaldis
Salida High School
If someone were to ask you
what makes life so amazing, what
would you say? To me, it’s making
the most of what you’re given, it’s
laughing so hard your cheeks hurt,
it’s hearing a song on the radio—
looking over at your friend—and in
sync singing along louder than you
should. What makes life so amazing
is taking an opportunity and turning it into something great. Whether
that’s making a new friend, learning a life lesson, being inspired, or
even something as simple as smiling, you can make it into a memory
you will hold close to you for as long
as you can. These are the kinds of
memories I hold close to my heart
after the recent trip to Denver with
Crestone Creative Council (CCC).
The trip to Denver was made
possible thanks to CO9to25 Colorado Youth Summit (CYS), Colorado Department of Public Health
& Environment and The Civic
Canopy. This was an inspiring and
positive program which involved
over 200 youth and adult mentors
from around the state. Our group
could tell our boundaries and comfort zones would be tested whether
we liked it or not. Almost everybody
in the group was assigned a different room; automatically friends
who were counting on each other for
buddy support had to accept that
they were on their own.
Confidence was the theme of
this art conference and each room
was assigned to create a written,

visual or performance art piece.
Being the kind of person who turns
bright red on stage, I was crossing my fingers in hopes that I got
anything besides performing arts.
CYS had a meeting to introduce
themselves, their goal for the day,
and the message they wanted to get
across to everyone. Before the meeting was over, we had been blown
away by some powerful slam poetry
performed by Minor Disturbance,
a group not much older than ourselves. This got everybody cheering, laughing, crying and thinking
it was one of the moments that
makes life amazing.
Once we got settled into our
separate rooms, tension eased due
to the friendly atmosphere created
by the optimistic role models. The
group I was assigned to was photography (YAY!). The project was to
take pictures of individual objects
and bring them together in one collage that represented what confidence meant to us. By lunch break
everybody was smiling and realizing
that the CYS wasn’t as intimidating as it seemed just hours before.
Friendships had been made, jokes
had been told, and now we could all
just be ourselves. At lunch our original CCC group sat together with
the addition of a few new friends
and talked eagerly about what kind
of project each of us had been assigned. Even though the whole day
was fun and inspiring, my favorite
part was the spontaneous dancing
at lunch. It all started when a new
friend of mine made me stand up so

CCC youth group thrift store shopping on trip to Denver. 

she could teach me the dance that
went with the song. I could feel my
blushing face and just wanted to
sit down, but my friend encouraged
me to keep trying, so I took a deep
breath, forgot everybody watching
and just had fun with my friend.
Soon a group next to us started
dancing with us, than another and
another, until almost everybody was
dancing. To me, this showed how
leading by example can have a big
impact on the world around us.
When I went home, I had a new
friend in my contact list, a stronger
bond with the people I came with,
a sense of accomplishment and a
memory I will not only cherish but
learned from. Thanks to our chaperones, Lisa Bodey and Benny Ummer, who helped our group work
towards accomplishing goals and
bringing youth together to do something fun and productive.

photo by Matt Manchego

Stohry Rinaldis playing at the CO9to25
conference.
photo by Lisa Bodey

Crestone Mercantile

Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave
Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m.
(719) 256-5887

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m.
(719) 256-5885

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave
Open 7 Days a Week
8a.m to 7p.m.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS
FROM THE CRESTONE
MERCANTILE!!
Please select a name from our
GIVING TREE
And make the holidays special
Join us throughout the holidays for hot
for a child!!
drinks & cookies!

Avoid the crowds & icy roads
Put your money into our community

SHOP LOCAL!

BOB’S DINER
7 Days a week
7:00 am - 3:00 pm
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1900s Winter
in the Rocky Mountains
by Mary Lowers
As summer flowers freeze in
pots on the porch, even the dog tries
to sleep in until the sun’s warmth
hits the house, and with snow on
the peaks surrounding us we prepare for winter. The San Luis Valley is a high mountain desert with
an average precipitation of 10” annually. In the highest and largest
alpine valley on Earth we often
record some of the coldest winter
temperatures in the nation. Historic tactics for surviving and thriving
in the cold season have changed, in

some ways, surprisingly little.
The 1880s recorded low temperatures which are still records today. The so-called Great Blizzard of
1888 killed humans and livestock
up and down the Rocky Mountains.
Thousands of cattle were lost to the
storm, some dying when their noses froze to the ground as they tried
to dig out something to graze on.
Over two hundred children, mostly
trying to walk home from school,
died in this blizzard which blew
in with no warning. Temperatures
dropped nearly a hundred degrees

East on Galena. Late 1800’s. 

photo courtesy Elaine Johnson collection

Looking south from Galena and Cottonwood. The “big snow”—1930’s?


Looking west on Galena early 1900s. 

Mid-1900s. Saddling up. Cowboys on
the Grant worked all day—sun or snow—
on horseback.
 photo courtesy Elaine Johnson collection

photo courtesy Elaine Johnson collection

in twenty-four hours. In 1913 a
blizzard hit Denver and left 45.7”
of snow, closing the city down. A
hundred years later 2013 was one
of the coldest on record for the SLV.
Folks in the 1880’s prepared
for winter much as valley residents
do today. Lots of time and energy
went into tightening dwellings
and stockpiling food and fuel. Most
houses were much smaller than
they are today. Beds came down for
the night either like Murphy beds
from the wall or hung on chains
from the ceiling. The advantage to
the chain beds was that they could
be raised to take advantage of the
heat rising. When my grandpa
was a mining inspector up around
Ouray at the turn of the twentieth century, he said on really cold
nights in some of those little cabins
on remote freezing mining claims
you would need a ladder to get into
the chain beds near to the ceiling
for warmth.
In addition to the time-consuming tasks of keeping warm and
fed, keeping occupied was often a
challenge in the cold times. Dark
and cold is depressing and happy

photo courtesy Elaine Johnson collection

distractions are needed. Popular
pelota del chueco which is similar
indoor pastimes included some
to hockey. The game was played
games we still know today, such as
with a sturdy stick of oak (chueco)
cat’s cradle, checkers, chess, domiand a ball (pelota) made of wool
nos, marbles and all manner of
or rawhide. This game was often
card games.
played after church on Sunday and
Early Spanish/Mexican setvillages challenged each other to
tlers used games
and plays to pass the
time. El Canute was
an originally a Native American game
played outdoors. To
play, a wooden disc
had a hole burned
part way through in
which a piece of iron
could be placed. A
Trying to make it home in the 1888 blizzard.
number of discs were
then hidden, including the one with the
hidden iron plug, in a dirt, sand, or
matches. Frequently the losers had
snow pile. Two teams vied to find
to throw a dance for the winning
the disc with the hidden plug. One
team. Winter sports like ice skatteam from the sidelines chanted a
ing and sledding were popular. Old
challenge to the other team, who
timers in town have told me that in
guessed which disc held the iron. It
the winter North Crestone Creek
was kind of like the old shell game
froze hard and was cleared so the
where a bean is hidden under one
kids could skate or slide from north
of three walnut shells, but bigger
of Mica Ave. all the way through
and better. One hundred cylinders
town.
were used, and the whole commuWithout movies or television,
nity participated. Singers chanted
let alone the internet, home-grown
during the whole game like cheerplays were popular. Los Comanleaders on steroids. Songs were
ches was a pageant which retold
made up on the spot to fit the pace
the story of DeAnza’s victory over
of the game and the music. These
the Comanche leader Green Horn.
contests were usually held in the
Los Pastores was a play where the
late fall or winter.
cast takes the drama from houseAnother popular game was
continued on page B-4
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by Kim Malville
This month in the sky
December 5: Aldebaran will
be very close to the almost full
moon.
December 13/14: Geminid
meteors best viewed just before
midnight, before the last quarter
moon rises.
December 21: Shortest day
of the year: December solstice at
4:03pm. MST.
December 22: Look for a
thin crescent moon just to the right
of Venus low in the west-southwest
just after sunset.
December 23: The moon will
have moved well above Venus.
December 24: Ruddy Mars
will be to the left of the moon.
The continuing saga of Rosetta & Philae
It had been a journey of 10
years and a 6 billion miles on a long
curved and looped path through

Dry valleys in Antarctica. 

the solar system. Rosetta had increased it speed by four gravity assists, one around Mars and three
around Earth. On the second loop
around Earth it was initially misidentified by asteroid hunters as a
dangerous object coming within
3500 miles of the earth. Once it
reached its destination and started
orbiting Comet 67P/ChuryumovGerasimenko, its 12 instruments,
including a spectrograph called ALICE built in Boulder, began making unprecedented measurements,
which will continue for another 13
months. The final adventure of the
spacecraft was planned to occur
on November 14 when the lander
Philae would drop on to the comet’s
surface. Because jets of gas were
beginning to develop on the comet,
the drop was moved up to November 12. Although Rosetta was only
14 miles above the comet it took
seven hours to drift to the surface.
When Philae signaled it had arrived, the command center of the
European Space Agency (ESA) exploded with exuberant cheers and
hugs of scientists and engineers.
Then, Philae bounced. It was
a long bounce, reaching one kilometer above the comet, which was
dangerously high, considering the

comet is only
four kilometers long. The bounce lasted nearly
two hours. And then, after second shorter bounce, Philae landed
at the bottom of a cliff, partly in
shadow. Actually, a problem of this
sort had been feared. The day before landing, engineers discovered
that reverse thrusters on top of the
lander, designed to pin Philae to the
surface after touchdown, were unlikely to work. Mission managers
considered postponing the landing.
But, the delay would solve nothing, and they went ahead. Further
problems occurred at touchdown.
Not only did the reverse thrusters not thrust, but also ice screws
on the legs did not screw into the
surface and two harpoons meant to
fasten the probe to the ice failed to
fire.
The height of the bounce was
indeed a surprise. The comet’s
black crust of
dust and ice
behaved more
like a trampoline than expected. After
the dust settled, scientists
made the most
of their new
home and collected
data
from its instruments for 57
hours, before
the
lander’s
batteries were
exhausted.
The Rosetta
orbiter
will continue
to orbit 67P as
photo courtesy of NASA it moves closer
to the sun and
its subsurface
ice outgases, driving jets of gas and
dust. Even now, there are still plenty of data to be thankful for. Instruments on Philae were able to sniff
the gases present near the surface.
The sniff after the second bounce
was unexpectedly rich, perhaps
as a result of dust was stirred up
by the landing and sucked into his
machine. The sniff indicated the
presence of carbon-containing prebiotic molecules, about which we’ll
learn more in the next few weeks.
Although those incredible closeup pictures of its surface seem to
reveal rocky cliffs, boulders, and
landslides, the comet is mostly ice,
dark (very dark, in fact, as dark as
coal) sculptured, shattered ice, but
still ice.
Now Philae is sleeping in
blissful hibernation. We are hopeful that as the comet approaches
the sun in the coming months,
Philae’s solar panels will gradually
recharge its batteries, and that it
will awake from hibernation and
reveal to us more about the presence of pre-biotic molecules on this
strange dark object from outer
space.
Volcanoes and life on Mars
If life on Earth has been built
upon organic molecules from comet
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Philae’s first photo at a distance of 1.8 miles. 

impacts billion of years ago, so too
Mars may have been seeded by the
ingredients of life. The rovers that
have been crawling across the surface of Mars for a number of years
have provided solid evidence that
water once flowed freely across its
currently frozen surface. Flowing
water is still a puzzle on a planet
that has been so cold for so long.
When and how did ancient Mars
ever get warm enough to host liquid water? Were those periods of
a wet Mars long enough for simple organic molecules dropped by
comets to reorganize themselves
into primitive living beings?
New research suggests Martian volcanoes may have helped
warm the planet for brief periods of time, for as much as few
hundred years at a time, just long
enough to allow water to exist in
a liquid state and move downhill
in flash floods. Unlike on Earth,

Phillae’s resting place. One leg is visible. 

where major volcanic activity
has a cooling effect, an influx of
volcanic gases allowed Mars’ atmosphere to better trap heat, not
reflect it. Volcanic minerals like
sulfur dioxide and sulfuric acid
would have adhered to dust particles, increasing the absorption
of solar radiation. About a third
of the surface of Mars was resurfaced by lava flows. Such a huge

photo courtesy of ESA

amount of lava could have had a
huge affect on the planet’s atmosphere.
Elsewhere in the solar system, on the frozen continent of
Antarctica there are dry valleys,
where the average yearly temperature is far below freezing.
However, peak summer daytime
temperatures can briefly exceed
the melting point of water, forming transient streams. Endolithic
photosynthetic bacteria have been
found living in the Dry Valleys,
sheltered from the dry air in the
relatively moist interior of rocks.
An endolith is a bacterium, fungus, lichen, algae or amoeba, that
lives inside rock, coral, animal
shells, or in the pores between
mineral grains of a rock. These
dry valleys are perhaps the closest of any terrestrial environment
to the planet Mars. Endoliths survive by feeding on traces of iron,

photo courtesy of ESA

potassium, or sulfur, which they
can access by excreting an acid to
dissolve the minerals. But they do
it very slowly. There are reports
of endoliths in the ocean floor
which have a generation time of
10,000 years. Most of their energy is spent repairing cell damage
caused by cosmic rays and very
little is left over for sex. Be grateful we live on Earth.
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Aventa Credit Union. . . In Your Interest

Do you have a financial topic you would like us to address, a question or comment? We value your input. Please send your
feedback to messages@aventa.com.

Car Buying Tips That Pay Off
If you’re ready for a new car, make sure you’ll be happy with the deal you drive at the dealership.
Start by deciding, before you even shop, how much you’re prepared to spend. This is great protection against the lure of the showroom—and
you’ll still be thrilled with your new car.
One guideline is to shoot for a car payment no more than 20% of your disposable income. So after you deduct all your debts and living
expenses, calculate one-fifth of the balance. The best scenario is for this amount to cover your car payments as well as insurance and gas.
Now think about how long you intend to make those payments. No surprise here—the longer you pay it back, the more you’ll pay overall.
Stretching the loan out reduces each monthly payment, and that can be appealing. But you will pay more in total interest.
Use a car loan calculator to play with various loan terms. Then be honest with yourself about the impact on your bottom line and your other
financial goals. An Aventa Credit Union loan officer can help you walk through this step and explain your loan options.
And arrange for a preapproved loan with your Aventa loan officer. This means you will go to the dealership and effectively bargain for your new
car with cash—the ideal way to gain leverage at the dealership while also sidestepping pressure to finance the car there.
Now, does it matter when you go shopping? Here are a few timing tips:
• Shop early in the week. Weekends are a busy time on most car lots. So say you show up on Monday—a seller could be motivated to bargain,
knowing that business likely will be slack for a few days.
• Shop at the end of the month. Dealers who sell enough cars earn monthly bonuses. Show up toward the end of the month, when your salesperson is two cars shy of a bonus, and you could walk away with a nice price.
• Shop for a model at the end of its design cycle. Check websites that feature vehicle news, such as Kelley Blue Book (kbb.com) and
Edmunds.com, for reporting about the “all new” models coming into showrooms soon. The last of the previous inventory is still new—but it
may go at a lower price.
Your Aventa Credit loan officer has more insider car-buying insight for you. Stop in or give us a call 800.555.6665 today.

Getting an Auto Loan
with us is as...
Join us for our

EASY
AS
PIE

Open House

Aventa is here to provide you some financial relief and
help you stretch your budget over the holiday season.
It’s easy! Simply apply online today at aventa.com
or visit your nearest branch.
We’ll even GIVE YOU A PIE to help you celebrate.
For questions, give us a call at 719.482.7600 or 800.555.6665.
*Effective 10.01.2014 through 12.31.2014. The 90 day no payment offer is valid on auto
loans only. Offer not valid on existing Aventa auto loans. Interest will accrue on the
loan during the 90 day no payment period. To receive the 90 days no payment offer,
you must apply online or in a branch. All loans subject to approval. Rates, terms and
conditions depend on qualifications. Gift cards for free pie will be mailed with 30 days
of loan closing, while supplies last. Membership qualifications apply. Equal Opportunity Lender. Federally Insured by NCUA.

Stop by our Crestone Branch Open House,
Thursday, December 4, 2014 from 8:30 am - 5:00 pm
We will be having sweet treats in our lobby and door prizes too!
No need to RSVP, simply stop by.
Questions? Call us at 800.555.6665.
aventa.com
800.555.6665
Center Colorado Springs Crestone
Pueblo Saguache
Federally Insured by NCUA
Equal Housing Lender
Membership Qualifications Apply
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Winter in the Rockies
continued from page 1
to-house, telling the story of Mary
and Joseph trying to find shelter.
It’s still preformed today in places with Hispanic roots. As towns
in the valley were established,
churches became important social
centers. When my Dad was growing up in Cripple Creek and Victor, local churches and lodges often sponsored community plays.
Themes were often stories from
American history, Bible stories, or
contemporary events. My dad said
one time they did a play about General Pershing and Poncho Villa, a

Levin Charles in the early 1900s at the
“Charles Place” (looking north).
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www.crestoneeagle.com

hot story at the time. Some shows
were similar to Crestone’s Cabin
Fever productions, showcasing local talent.
Most towns had adult forms of
entertainment like dance halls and
saloons. In The Life of an Ordinary
Woman, Anne Ellis reminisced
about her youth in Bonanza, “In
speaking of population you did not
count people anyway, you counted
saloons and dance halls. In Bonanza there were thirty-six saloons
and seven dance halls.” Even small
towns and mining camps boasted
billiard halls and bowling alleys.
Newspapers kept folks in touch;
many towns had multiple newspapers. At the turn of the twentieth
century the Crestone district boasted at least five newspapers.
There were many fraternal
orders and lodges. These organizations were very popular. They
included the Masons, the Eagles
and the Odd Fellows to name three
popular lodges. In the valley many
Spanish/Mexican communities had
a Sociedad Protección Mutual Trabajadores Unida (SPMDTU), a benevolent service organization that
preserved their culture and served
their communities. These lodges
and organizations are still active
today.
School kept children busy in
the winter season when more students could attend, as they were
not needed as much at home. Oneroom schoolhouses appeared on
many ranches. Teachers often had
only an eighth-grade education.
Families read aloud to one another
to pass the long winter nights. If

The “big snow” circa 1930. Notice the laundry on the line on the upper right.
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you take a look in the old schoolhouse in Crestone you can see the
big woodstoves which still get the
building toasty warm.
Many families were their own
musical entertainment. Sheet music with the popular ditties of the
day sat on every piano. Many people played instruments. Reading
aloud kept many entertained on
frigid nights.
Hot springs have always been
popular in the valley, particularly
in the cold of winter. Many built
bath houses for visitors. Mineral
Hot Springs, now called Joyful
Journey, by the 1920s had in addition to soaking pools, a post office, a
dancehall and skating rink.
Many families living at high
mountain altitudes could not spend
much time outside in the dead cold
of deep winter. My grandfather designed an indoor rec space in an

old barn for my dad and his brothers and sisters. You could roller
skate or play marbles on the barn
floor, and he designed a fireman’s
pole that went from the hayloft to
the barn floor. In the old days, just
like today, it took imagination and
planning to come out the other side
of a Rocky Mountain winter.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032

• New homes • Additions
Terrapin
Enterprise,
• Remodels
• DecksInc.
elinor1320@fairpoint.net
Licensed and Insured

Photovoltaic Power:

• on-grid / off-grid
• battery storage options

Thermal Heating:

Talmath Lakai
future@newgenenergy.com
719-588-8276
144 Raindance Trail
Crestone, CO 81131-0344
newgenenergy.com

HOME OF THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

www.shangrilahstove.com
nathan@ shangrilahstove.com

The Shangrilah
family extends
its sincere
gratitude for
the years of
continued
support of the
greater
Crestone
community.

Call Nathan or David

256-4768

Whatever It Takes.

• system designs suited
to your heating needs
• heat storage
• domestic hot water
• radiant heating
• high-efficiency boilers

Equipment Sales
Service Installation
Maintenance Plans
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The commons & the trail
by David Lee
Almost a half-century ago,
Garrett Hardin wrote an article,
“The Tragedy of the Commons.” It
was one of the most influential essays during the environmental revolution of the late sixties and early
seventies. It was on the minds of
policy makers during the passage
of the Environmental Policy Act
(1969), The Clean Air Act (1970),
the Endangered Species Act (1973),
and The Clean Water Act (1977). I
suspect it was in the consciences of
the planners of the Baca Grande
development, as well. By today’s
standards we can assess its importance by googling the title, and
coming up with 675,000 hits, and
25,000 citations on Google Scholar.
Hardin took the idea of the commons and put it in a contemporary

eral environmental value of the
entire setting, the wooded slopes
where houses are located, views
of the surrounding mountains and
valley, and the greenbelts, and the
night sky. The rules of the POA
regulate the cutting of living trees
(not in the greenbelts, and very
carefully in lots) to preserve a sylvan setting. They also regulate the
heights of structures, in relationship to those of neighbors, to preserve the sight lines of property
owners of the high peaks and valley
vistas. The most obvious commons
for the Baca are the greenbelts, to
be environmentally protected for
the benefit of all property owners,
no structures to be erected, no living trees to be cut or cut down, and
no disturbance of the land to cause
erosion. Although the planners

Willow Creek at the upper slope by the Baca where the trail ends. 

environmental setting. In village
life in Europe and early America,
the commons was a pasture made
available to villagers with domestic
animals, as cows and goats. Typically, the village would place rules
on the numbers of animals and
lengths of time villagers could use
the pasture. There was always the
temptation to increase the number of animals for personal reward
(especially if there was a breakdown in the village authority), but
the pasture, through overgrazing,
would become useless, and no one
could graze their animals. Hardin
extended the concept to commonly
used resources, as air, water bodies, wild species, etc., where business costs could be “externalized”
to increase profits.
In the Baca there are two
sorts of commons. One is the gen-

photo by David Lee

did not know it at the time, most
greenbelts protect streams and an
associated plant community, the
Rocky Mountain juniper/narrowleaved cottonwood community, that
are largely gone from Colorado and
the rest of the world. The community harbors five species of special
concern, and perhaps more not yet
observed or collected. We know
this from a detailed study completed by the Colorado Natural Heritage Program for the Crestone Baca
Land Trust, submitted in 2007. I
was surprised when I read the report. After all, all of the Baca land
was heavily impacted by mining
activity over a century ago, and the
scars are still evident. Perhaps the
riparian communities, being more
productive, recovered more rapidly,
and maybe the extreme high altitude climate of the valley provided

Connector trail from the Baca to the Forest Service trail on South Crestone Creek.

photos by David Lee

special conditions for these plants
to form this community, and lack of
protection of the non-forested lands
under private ownership elsewhere
destroyed it. Anyway, the riparian
zones and associated woodlands
are by far the most important environmental asset in the Baca.
It is valuable, I think, to put
the construction of a mountain bike
trail adjacent to a riparian zone in
the context of the commons. The
trail is almost two miles long, and
meanders down a moderate slope
of the Spanish Creek Greenbelt between Indian Well Way and Wagon
Wheel Road. In part, it follows an
old mining road, game trails, and
trails established by property owners adjacent to the greenbelt. The
trail crosses Spanish Creek near
the west end on a make-shift bridge,
damaging to the riparian zone.
There are also a few sections where
use will promote erosion problems
in the future. However, much of it
is not environmentally damaging.
Its use is light, from a small group
of mountain bikers in the community (and some are our young
people). The trail was constructed
“anonymously” without approval of
the EAC or consultation with the
Natural Surroundings Committee,
the POA’s means of protecting the
commons. It is quite likely that if
the group had approached the POA
to build such a trail, it would have
been stalled for years. It was a
violation of the commons. On the
other hand, there are virtually no
existing trails to promote passive
recreation in the greenbelts, with
the exception of the access trail
to the South Crestone and Willow
Creek Forest Service Trails and
short trails within the two parks.
Residents have a right to move
through the greenbelts, and a well
designed and constructed system
of trails would promote that access
and would do more to protect the
greenbelts ecologically than the informal trails that move across the
greenbelts to give property owners
their personal access to riparian
zones. Furthermore, the trail issue
needs to be put into the context of
far more damaging activities to the
green belts, i.e. illegal construction
from a few homeowners into the
green belts, driveways that move
across greenbelt boundaries, permitted cutting of standing dead
trees that provide valuable wildlife habitat, and even illegal shortterm residents.

As our commons, accessing
the greenbelts via trails for passive recreation is a right of all
property owners, whether they
live adjacent to a greenbelt or
not. A carefully designed trail
system would make that possible. The mountain bike trail
now in place could easily be part
of such a system. At the October
30 meeting of the taskforce on
the trail, representatives of the
mountain biking community were
present, along with opponents of
that trail. It was remarkable to
see the concerns came together,
agreeing to the need to preserve
the greenbelts and also to properly construct trails to promote access. That access could help prevent some of the more egregious
activities that have damaged the
greenbelts in the past. Trails will
help protect the greenbelts by
preventing illegal activities, and
keeping the traffic in well protected areas.
Construction and maintenance of trails is not cheap. However, if there is agreement as to
where trails should be built, and
the kinds of activity promoted by
them (access to nature sites, even
with interpretation in some places; access to historical sites, with
interpretation and preservation;
connection to trails in the National
Forest or Wildlife Reserve) then
we can look for funding sources to
make that happen. Right now, our
greatest deficiency is not money
but a lack of vision.
Just like the village pasture
commons used by Hardin as an
example of environmental responsibility and failure, protecting and
preserving the commons is central
to the continued existence of the
Baca as a POA. If we don’t take
care of our greenbelts, then we
lack the values to be a community. Carol and I first came here in
2001, and we immediately bought
a lot—later adding and consolidating lots. Then last fall we bought a
house, and this fall we moved into
our house. I know we escaped the
winter by going back to Miami, but
we’ll be back in the spring! We are
optimistic that the greenbelts will
be both protected and visited—and
that we’ll be part of a stronger community.
Lee, a botanist with some 50
years of research and teaching experience with plants, is a new resident
in the Baca.
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On the creek
3926 Cordial Way - $499,000
Secluded 4100+sf home 4bd/3.5ba
550sf guest house plus 2 car
garage on 23.749 acres on
Cottonwood Creek. Lovely views
and privacy!

Retreat Property

1234C Brookview - NOW $419,000
Lee Mitchell custom home. 2400sf
3BD/2.5BA/Office/attached 2 car
garage, balconies. Magnificent
views, gorgeous Master suite, with
exquisite Master bath. Includes 3rd
lot.

Commercial Property

1647C Willow Creek Way - $229,000
Brand New Terrapin Construction.
1760sf 3bd/2ba home on .98 acre
w/2 decks + flagstone patio/
walkway. Hardwood floors,
spacious kitchen. Separate wings
for bedrooms. Backs to Greenbelt.
Views.

Historic Hotel

4511C Ridgecrest Way - $217,000
Straw bale home on 1.59 acres.
Backs to greenbelt and national
park. 2 adjacent building lots
available. Built by Paul Koppana.
Adobe floors. Diamond finish walls.

4454C Ridgecrest Way $259,000
Beautiful custom 2-story,
3BD/2.5BA/Office on 1.508 acres
backs to Cottonwood Creek
greenbelt. Master Suite w/attached
sunroom & meditation room.
Energy-efficient quality construction
w/ amazing views & storage bldgs.

1216C Chaparral - $235,000
Custom built 2005-Teahen home,
1710sf 2-story, 3bd/2.5b home on
1.132 acres is immaculate! Great
kitchen, beautiful master suite w/
elegant master bath. Upstairs sitting
room, bonus room and balcony. On
quiet street backing to greenbelt.

1479 Badger Rd - $175,000
Custom 3BD/1.75BA home, built in
2004, backs to open space.
Immaculate condition. Beautifully
crafted w/diamond plastered walls,
wood ceilings, wood floors, in-floor
radiant heat, and wood stove.

275 W. Iron Ave - $189,000
2 high-quality 1BR/1BA cabins, built
in 2012, in a secluded area of the
Town of Crestone. Both contain
Amish hand crafted timber frame
trusses, hickory hardwood flooring,
structural insulated roof panels with
tongue & groove white pine ceilings.

315 E. Iron Ave - $150,000
Built in 1951-2,400sf log home on
a full city block (12 lots) is ready for
your TLC. Well permit allows
irrigation of 1/2 acre & watering of
domestic animals. Land can be
divided into 3 additional building
sites if desired. A rare property!

Town of Crestone
Reduced! Was $499,000

Professional Building

WAS 349,000

Creekside in Crestone!

Co-Ownership Opportunity!

46 Camino Baca Grande $257,000
Six-Unit professional center. 2 story
structure is ~2600 sf. and
conveniently located near the
entrance to the Baca on a nicely
treed 1.05 acre lot - plenty of
parking.

Willow Springs (Moffat) - NOW
$299,000
Fully restored former historic Forbes
Hotel. 9bd/3BA 3600sf; detached
22x24 studio, 500ft artesian well.
Great business potential for B&B,
hotel /retreat center.

332 E. Mica Ave - $449,000
Spectacular Strawbale 3BR/2BA/
Office custom home w/ enormous
chef’s kitchen, on North Crestone
Creek. Lush, grassy yard & trees.
Detached 950sf barn could be great
as enclosed yoga/art studio!

800 Galena Avenue - $300,000
A unique opportunity to own 1/2 of
40-acre private retreat property
high above Crestone. Co-ownership
proposition, optimal for part-time
Crestone resident. Luxurious main
house, guest cabin, yurt, meditation
dome, room for the horses.

WAS $669,000
4460C Ridgecrest Way - NOW
$375,000
Residential Retreat Complex
w/3025sf central complex w/
Chartres labyrinth as the
centerpiece. 1000sf 2/1 home;
450sf office; 707sf yurt plus grow
dome. A beautiful property.

Off-Grid

Valley Property

Baca Meadows

Reduced! Was $355,000

Baca Grande Properties
Private

Indoor Exercise Pool

Enchanted Castle

REDUCED! Was $495,000

2795CR Brook Terrace - $499,500
The castle tucked away on a private
cul-de-sac on 2.765 wooded acres. 3
level stone & stucco with views to the
sky. Artistic with quality & attention to
detail. A must see home!

1967 Rockyview Way - $465,000
Luxurious 3BD/2.75BA/Office/3-car
Garage 2953sf home sits on 2.374
acres & has a 2-room upstairs
Master Suite. Beautifully
landscaped courtyards & gardens
with custom fence & deck. Chef’s
kitchen with Wolf stove.

Rustic meets Modern15.31 acres
11.94 Acres + Garage/Apt!
765CRR Heatherbrae Rd - $295,000
Exquisite, custom 2- story traditional
home located on 11.94 acres offering
amazing views and lots of privacy.
Bonus attached garage with an
upstairs studio apartment. Solar
electric & well water.

358 Birch Road - $289,000
Off grid home with 3bd/1.75ba, office,
2nd living room, modern efficient
kitchen & elegant bathrooms-an
inspired renovation. Natural light,
expansive & unobstructed views.

802 Holly Trail - $159,000
Solar electric~1,700sf strawbale
2bd/1ba fully passive solar with
wood burning stove. Large open
living space with beautiful views.
Well and septic.

27378 Red Cloud Road-$185,000
Premium home on 36+ acres in the N.
San Luis Valley, energy-efficient
3BD/2BA 1300sf is tastefully
remodeled. 12’x18’ greenhouse w/
commercial potential, domestic well &
septic w/leach field, easy access from
Hwy 17. Spectacular Views!

Baca Meadows Townhome #10
$189,000 Exquisite town house
completely remodeled in 2008.
1480sf 2-story 2BD/2BA features
redesigned kitchen & bathrooms,
updated heat & lighting systems,
beautiful patio. Must see to
appreciate the quality and beauty!

Baca Grande Properties
Was $459,000

786C Panorama Way - $427,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies 2428sf
home with fabulous gardens sits on
2.14 acres w 2-car garage/studio.
Exquisite - Must See!

Rustic Elegance

Grants in Trees

REDUCED! Was $428,000

20 + acres!

923C Blue Spruce OL - $399,000
Handcrafted home w/ spectacular
views. ~2350sf on 1.92 acres.
2bd/2ba, spacious artist studio&
meditation room. Surround windows &
south facing 2nd floor deck.

!
WAS $279,000

149 Moonlight Way - $269,000
Beautiful 3bd/2ba 2118sf home w/ 2
living areas - extensively updated &
immaculate condition. Cathedral
ceilings & a wall of glass w/ great
views. Adjoins greenbelt & creek.

1234 Laredo Trail - $265,000
This strawbale 1831sf 3bd/2ba
home with detached studio on 1.86
acres has magnificent views and
fine finishes, an open floor plan, a
Master Suite with soak tub, a deck
with bamboo fencing and plenty of
privacy.

Was $169,000

4262C Serene Way - $299,900
Immaculate 2500SF 3- level home
on .98 acres 5bd/2.75ba. Custom
finishes, fire resistant, energy
efficient, magnificent views,
extensive patios. Private. Good
retreat home.

3919 Cordial Way - $299,000
Two story, 3BD/2.5BA ~2400 sf home
has a walled courtyard & 4 intimate
decks w/ great views. Southwest style
home gracefully adorned with fine
details and finishes.

Bonus Cabin/Studio

Was $249,000

Reduced! Was $299,000

733C N. Rendezvous OL - $229,000
This 1972sf 2bd/1.75ba/large
studio/office Southwestern style
strawbale home is located on 1.14
acres at end of secluded
cul-de-sac. Adjacent lots avail.

1564 Wagon Wheel Road - $229,000
A 2,192sf beautiful single level ranch
style home built in 1997 on 1.66
acres. 3bd/2ba, great room, living
room & 2 car attached garage. Well
and septic. Great value!

909C Brookview Way - $225,000
Home on 1.12 acres w/ spectacular
views at top of Baca waiting for the
right person to complete the vision.
2324 sf & & designed with 3bd/2ba.
Separate 576 sf guest house w/kitch.

2715C Happy Hollow Way - $189,000
Nestled in the trees, this 1860sf
4BD/2BA/2 Living Area home offers
great retreat and/or income
potential. Located on 1.54 acres
and close to Spiritual Centers, very
secluded. A very versatile home!

Lots of Space

Separate Office/Workshop

Reduced! - WAS $149,000

3732C Cordial Way - $159,000
Private & unique hexagonal 2 bd, 1.75
ba home on 1.36 treed acres.
Separate 384sf. building incl. heated
& finished office & workshop/storage
area. Great views, wrap around deck.

1372 N Saddlerock Trail - $139,000
This 1960 sf 3 bed 1.75 bath has a
three room master suite & a 200sf
sunroom. Panoramic views of three
mountain ranges on 2.03 acres
bordering the Willow Creek greenbelt.
Well & septic.

22 Alpine OL - $295,000
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage
2232sf home close to town.
Screened porch & wrap deck.
Gracious Living with exceptional
views!

483C Point of Rock OL-$285,000
Built by Teahen Construction.
Beautiful 3BD/2BA 2-story
contemporary home on 1.946
acres. Attached 2-car garage,
detached studio. High energy
efficiency & quality throughout.

397 N Chaparral Way - $219,000
Lee Mitchell Home, 1410sf, 3 bd, 2 ba,
2-story stucco home has magnificent
mountain and valley views. Gorgeous
Master Suite eon entire 2nd floor.
Private suite is complete w/ large
closets, master ba, 2 balconies.

3356C Camino Del Rey - $210,000
2 story, 1981sf, 2bd/1.75ba home w/
passive solar sunroom - great views
on .864 acres . Master suite w/
clawfoot tub, pine floors, pellet stove.
Propane heat, great appliances.

WAS $172,500

Was $169,000

MILLION $ VIEWS!

Reduced! Was $209,000
3704 Carefree Way - $195,000
Immaculate like new 3
bd/1.75ba,1316sf home has wood
floors,stucco privacy wall, single car
garage, beautiful views of the
mountains.

Was $349,000

Was $349,000

Was $295,000

Reduced! - Was $212,000
1447 Chaparral Way - $199,000
This 1440sf 2bd/2ba home-complete
remodel with bamboo flooring, JennAir stainless appliances, maple cabinets, granite countertops, travertine
bathrooms, master bath soak tub.
Adjacent lot available.

499C Willow Trail - $349,000
A unique & rare find! ~3900sf with
4bd/3ba/office/sunroom + attached
greenhouse. 20+ acres. Tall trees.
Private, long cul de sac & backs to
Conservation Easement, offering
extreme privacy. Well water.

A lovely sanctuary

HUGE Garage!
1175 Golden Eagle Trail - $182,500
Lovely 2BD/2BA 1196sf Ranch
-style home on 2.15 acres, built in
2006. A cozy piece of luxury in the
Grants. Master Suite has
tremendous views, full bathroom,
walk-in closet, & patio & garden.
ETS heat system. Well & septic.

1541 Camino Real-$179,000
This 1799sf, 3BR/1.75BA home built
in 1974 & w/attached 2 car garage.
On 3.25 acres in the grants, 188 ft
well, septic, elec. baseboard heat,
wood-stove, composition shingle roof.
Great opportunity for a fixer-upper

Was
Lots $115,000
of Space

198C Evergreen OL - $169,500
Renovated 3BD/1.75BA 1740sf
home on .998 acre. Spacious decks
w/beautiful views. Huge, attached
garage w/woodstove, RV bay, and
tons of storage space. ETS heat.
Many interior updates.

Casita Park

Reduced! - Was $69,999
29 Sunset OL - $125,000
2BD/1BA A-Frame extensively
remodeled w/ new kitchen
appliances, cabinets, & flooring.
Option to purchase furnished.
Propane heater. Wood cathedral
ceiling in LR. Large loft Master
Bedroom. Fenced yard.

36 Camino Baca Grande - $108,000
This lovely chalet style home with
soaring windows and high ceilings has
3bd/1.75ba, a loft sitting area and
attached sunroom. Wood fireplace,
Toyostove heater.

1573C Kings Hill OL - $159,000
Light & bright 3bd/2ba, 1480sf, 1.5
level stucco with large south facing
windows and view deck on .84 acres.
Easy access off paved road. Hot water
baseboard heat/passive solar. New
roof.

1472 Spanish Creek Trail - $75,000
Beautiful, artistic strawbale home
on 2+ acres, under construction
with lots of potential. 1206sf home
+ walkout basement is enclosed,
marvin double pane windows,
woodstove, well & septic. Finished,
will be a lovely home or retreat!

381CR Del Sol Lane - NOW $59,999
Casita Park-Immaculate 3bd/2ba bath
1624 sf home located on 0.819 acres
(5 cons. lots). Includes attached 2 car
garage, storage + appliances.
Magnificent views & privacy. Includes
attached 660sf 2 car garage

Thank you
for your
continued
support!
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Rio Grande Basin Roundtable gives update on creek restoration in Saguahe County
by Bea Ferrigno
The November meeting of
the Rio Grande Basin Roundtable
included several topics of regional
interest and an update on creek
restoration in Saguache County.
Jason Willis of Trout Unlimited,
Mine Restoration Project Manager at Kerber Creek northwest
of Villa Grove, reported that more
than 19 acres of mine waste have
been reclaimed with the addition
of limestone; 12,700 feet of stream
restoration has been completed,
and 9,600 feet of riparian fence has
been installed in the ongoing project. He also played a video clip of
just what it takes to build one rock
barb in a stream.
Other matters considered by
the roundtable were
• An introduction to an Economic Impact Analysis proposed by
the San Luis Valley Development
Research Group to determine the
economic effect of decreased crop-

land; this will come up for a funding decision at the December meeting.
• Conservation easements
proposed by the Rio Grande Headwaters Land Trust for two areas
northwest of Monte Vista adjacent
to a ranch that has already been
conserved. These lands are eligible
for preservation due to their water
rights, wetlands, and wildlife habitats. The proposal will also be considered for funding next month.
• A proposal from Conejos
River Water Users for groundwater monitoring and analysis, previewed last month, was approved
for funding. Approximately 81,000
irrigated acres are not well represented in the Rio Grande Decision
Support Model which is the basis of
pending groundwater rules for the
entire valley. Data from transducers installed in several wells will
help to calibrate the model.
• Stever Vandiver reported

that a second subdistrict is about
to begin the petition process.
• Craig Cotten reported that
the Supreme Court referred the
lawsuit brought by Texas against
New Mexico to a special master; a
trial had not yet been scheduled.
Colorado is a party to this suit due
to the Rio Grande Compact.
• Travis Smith discussed a
land exchange with the Forest Service in order to continue improvements at Rio Grande reservoir. Rehabilitation of the reservoir began
in 2006 and is now in Phase 2 of the
$10 million project. The like-value
exchange requires a National Environmental Protection Act process
with public comments accepted until December 8.
Statewide water plan draft
completed
The draft of the statewide wa-

ter plan was approved by the Colorado Water Conservation Board on
November 19; after minor revisions
it will go to Governor Hickenlooper. The plan received some 13,000
comments from the public; another
period for comment will follow Governor Hickenlooper’s receipt of the
draft, scheduled for December 10.
The plan is meant to be in final
form by December 2015.
The steering committee for
the Rio Grande Basin Plan will
meet on December 3 starting at
11am; the next regular meeting
of the RGRT will be on December 9
from 2 to 5pm. Both meetings, open
to the public, will be at the San
Luis Valley Water Conservancy
District office, 623 Fourth Street in
Alamosa. A final (?) meeting of the
State Engineer’s rules committee is
not expected before mid-December.

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone
in Crestone: (719) 256-4854
phone: (303) 415-1618

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com
website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com
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Owner/Broker

SOLD!

3926 Cordial Way

$499,000*

SOLD!

1280 Echo Point OL

$159,900

SOLD!

1234C Brookview Way

$419,000 *

SOLD!

3766 C Carefree Way

$159,000 *

SOLD!

4376 Twinview OL

$239,000 *

SOLD!

4327 & 4328 Tranquil Way

$150,000 *

SOLD!

1647C Willow Creek Way

$229,000 *

SOLD!

1004C Badger Road

$149,000 *

SOLD!

764 Indian Hill OL

$229,000 *

SOLD!

4406C Twin View Terrace

$139,000 *

SOLD!

4511 Ridgecrest Way

$217,000 *

SOLD!

936 Spanish Creek Trail

$139,000

SOLD!

1468C Horseshoe Trail

$209,500 *

SOLD!

2681C Happy Hollow Way

$139,000

SOLD!

1540C Willow Creek Way

$199,000 *

SOLD!

4246 Serene Way

$134,900

SOLD!

3869 Jubilant Terrace

$185,000

SOLD!

375 S. Cedar

$134,500 *

SOLD!

2747CR Easy Way

$169,000 *

SOLD!

98 Skyview Way

$134,000 *

SOLD!

1615 Willow Creek

$165,000

SOLD!

13 Camino De La Plata

$43,500 *

PLUS 40 pieces of land SOLD this year in the Crestone/Baca area!

Darlene Yarbrough–Serving Crestone’s Real Estate needs with

Integrity, Experience, and Success for over 20 years!

* Denotes Listed
and Sold
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Sangre de Cristo
real estate

Sangre
de Cristo

real estate

www.crestoneeagle.com

There’s No Such Thing
As A Weed


by Dorje Root
Motherwort (Leonurus cardiaca)

More care...
Your goals...
Best price...

Vivia works for you.

Vivia Lawson
ReaLtoR®
(719) 256-5800

MLS MeMberShipS:

• San Luis Valley Board of ReaLtoRS ®, Inc.
• ReaLtoRS ® of Central Colorado, Inc.

Elegant Architecture!

Why Motherwort in December, you may ask? Motherwort is
a spring and summer herb, the
leaves harvested just before or during flowering. Even with continuous harvesting, the end of summer
is the latest this plant can be used.
Well, the holiday season is a very
stressful time for many people, and
Motherwort is a superb herb for
stress. It is known as a relaxing
nervine, and I would add that it is
also a grounding nervine.
Let me share a few stories
about Motherwort. The first was
when I was in herb school, 21 years
ago. We were out in the field, learning about various herbs. I was
under a lot of stress, I had physical issues, and was feeling very
emotional and out of my body. My
teachers had talked about how the
plants can talk to you. As I stood
there, taking notes on Burdock,
this plant next to me got my attention. “Eat me!” it said. What? “Eat
me!” Hmmmm . . . After verifying
that this was indeed a medicinal
herb, I picked a few leaves and began munching on them. Very bitter! But I began to feel better almost instantly. I felt myself come
back into my body, get grounded,
and the emotional chaos began to
subside. By time we left that spot,
I felt more relaxed, calm, and present.
Another time I was due to
go somewhere with my friend
Sue. Sue tended to have bouts of

1454 Wagon Wheel Rd
4 br, 3.5 bath, 2421 sf. Lovely
southwest-style home w/ vaulted
ceiling, passive solar, private master
w/ screen porch. Close to town,
on green belt, well, 3.164 acres.
$279,000

Versatile Live/Work/Studio
305 Palomino Way
3 br, 2.5 bath. 2528 sf on 3 ac.
Quality home with upstairs living
& large downstairs studio, gallery,
& practice spaces. Indoor sauna,
beautiful park-like location. Views,
sunlight, passive solar. $310,000

Solar w/Artistic Touches

958 meditation ol
1,363 sf, 3 br, 1.5 bath, built in
2007. Quiet location, meticulously
maintained, energy-wise, bright,
creative touches. Solar in-floor heat
with electric backup. Single level.
Very sweet home. $186,000

$98,500!

20C BaCa gRant Way
2 br, 1 ba, delightful screen porch
with great room design, over-size
2-car garage with workshop space,
1/2 acre lot on greenbelt walking
distance to Charter school. $119,000
now $98,500

1,200 sf Garage & Workshop
83C iBeRia Ct
3 br, 2 bath. 1190 sf. + huge 30’ x
40’ insulated workshop & garage.
Workshop is bright with windows,
and solid steel beam construction.
Well-insulated & pleasant. Movein ready. Beautiful landscaping, on
greenbelt. $98,500

d
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grumpiness, to the point of my not
wanting to be anywhere near her.
She arrived at my house and I felt
she was getting into one of those
grumpy states. She also had a cold.
I handed her a glass with some diluted Motherwort tincture without
a word. She assumed I was giving
her something for her cold. About
5 minutes into our trip, she was
smiling and laughing her wonderful infectious laugh. She turned to
me and asked, “what did you give
me?” I gave her her own bottle of
Motherwort tincture and informed
her that I would not hang out with
her unless she had that bottle with
her.
Motherwort is in the Mint
family, therefore it has square
stems and opposite leaves. It is one
of the non-aromatic mints, and has
a strong bitter taste. One of the
things to know about the mints is
that the more you cut them back,
the more they grow, so Motherwort
can be harvested several times in
the season. The top 1/3 or so of the
plant is used, usually harvested
while flowering. It’s best tinctured
fresh.
In addition to being a nervine, Motherwort is also a heart and
uterine tonic. As a heart tonic it
can stop heart palpitations. As a
uterine tonic, it can bring on a late
period. For this very reason this is
not an herb to use in the first trimester of pregnancy.
So with holiday stress and
lots to do, keep a bottle of Motherwort tincture handy. You’ll be
amazed at how helpful this herb
can be. Grounding, relaxing, emotionally calming. May you have relaxed and unstressed holidays with
“Little Mama”.
Dorje Root is an herbalist and
natural healer, also working with
Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive Energy Healing and ‘The Journey’ cellular healing. For an appointment
call 719-937-7786 or visit www.
rootsofhealing.com.

FOR SALE
1454 Wagon Wheel
Crestone

$319,000
Now $134,900!

4246 SeRene Way
3 br, 1.5 bath, 1,338 sf. Motivated
Seller! Great opportunity for affordable living in private high Chalet II
location. Bright with many windows
and trees and views in all directions.
$159,000 Now $134,900

www.SangreD.com

Tel (719) 256-5800
116 S. Alder Street, Suite D

$279,000
Call for a showing of this spacious Southwest-style
home located on the Willow Creek greenbelt near the
stables. The gracious floor plan offers many possibilities
with a large 500 square-foot private master with views
and screen porch, a living area featuring dramatic high
ceilings and arched windows, an open kitchen/dining
area, and three additional bedrooms privately located
down a passive solar breezeway. This home boasts
mountain and valley views, is desirably situated on 3.16
acres, near a paved road, and is five
minutes to town. It is well-suited for many Contact Vivia Lawson for further information
lifestyles with its varied possibilities for
office space, studio, income, and living.
So much to offer. Was $319,000, now
$279,000! Great Value! Contact Vivia
to view: (719) 480-9384-cell
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As the Worm Turns

Winter’s Rest…?

by Leigh Mills
Ah, the short days are here.
The gardening season is over and
the beds are tucked in for the winter. The Heyokah Homestead’s
garden and greenhouse is at rest.
Our short gardening season gives
the Earth time to rejuvenate itself.
Some enjoy the break from gardening, others miss getting their hands
dirty. Here is a list of ideas to keep
your finger on the gardening pulse
even though the ground is frozen:
• Finish (or start) threshing
and winnowing any garden seeds
you grew and saved; label and
package them for storage, prepare
any that you are able to give away.
• Read
your
garden
journal(s), reminisce about the
summers of past, note what grew
well and what didn’t.
• Review the photos you took
during the year to see the garden’s
progress and visual harvest record.
• Plan next year’s garden.
• Attend to garden items
that need cleaning, sharpening,
and/or repair.
• Clean out green- and hoophouses and prepare them for late
winter seed-starting/planting.
• Go through seed catalogs
and order new seeds for the coming
year.
• Organize a seed exchange.
• Have gardening socials
with other gardeners to talk about
the last gardening year and share

ideas—then form a Gardening
Club or Seed Co-op.
• Read books and watch videos about gardening methods to enrich your knowledge.
• Get an indoor grow-light
setup and sprout greens or grow
weed.
The garden may get a rest
during the late fall and winter, but
do we . . . can we? Reflect Mother
Earth . . . take a break. Humans
need rest too, just like the earth.
Use the gardening off-season to
support your health and prepare
you for next year’s work.
For example:
• Create opportunities to relax—turn off your phone, computer, TV, radio, and/or stereo; start
becoming more in touch with the
space around you and in your head.
• Soak in hot springs.
• Take a walk, cross country
ski, downhill ski, snowboard, sled,
ice fish, skate, and . . . breathe!
• Get a massage or other
body work.
• Hang out with loved ones.
• Go on a retreat—any kind.
• Read uplifting books, get a
massage, take yoga or dance classes.
• Just say “No” to being busy.
I overworked myself last winter and it affected my mental and
physical health. I’m doing much
less this winter and look forward to
feeling very refreshed next spring

During the late fall and winter months, the Heyokah Homestead garden gets a rest.

when the earth starts waking up.
Make space in your life, no
matter the time of year, to sit quietly, connect with yourself, your
mind, and heart. Most humans
have gotten away from the natural
rhythm of life and don’t give themselves time to just be. Start reversing that trend and let’s live in more
harmony with the Earth and ourselves. May the Holiday Season be
bright and full of joy for you and
everyone. May the New Year bring

each of us abundant good health
and loving lives.
Leigh Mills has lived and gardened in the San Luis Valley since
2002 and written the “As the Worm
Turns” column since 2010. If you
enjoy reading her monthly, visit
her website, TheInfiniteBee.com, to
view color photos and read journal
entries filled with tips about highaltitude gardening, seed-saving,
food preservation, yummy recipes,
and off-the-grid, homestead living.
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T he E a gle wa nt s You !
Your
Your
Your
Your
Your
Your

Love of the Valley
Vision
Ideas
Innovations
Energy
Future!!

After 25 great years, it is time to retire, and, yes, The Crestone
Eagle is for sale. Small town newspapers are important and
profitable businesses, especially in towns with a strong sense
of community. The Eagle speaks to a place and a lifestyle
that will continue to attract people no matter how the world
changes in the future. This is a singular opportunity to make a
difference in a community through print and digital media. We
need a good steward for the future. Please call if you think you
may be the one.

Please direct all inquiries to our broker,

Vivia Lawson: (719) 256-5800

Please do not contact the Eagle offices.
All inquiries will be mutually confidential.

There are photo opportunities all year-round in our garden.

Cultivating the Soil and Mind
Articles by Leigh Mills

TheInfiniteBee.com
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In Search of Economic Reality
Voluntary slavery to the wealthy through the loss of democracy
by Ed Lyell
Recent years have shown
American’s willingness to accept
becoming low paid slaves and serfs
to the super wealthy. The record
level of income and wealth concentration at the top results from
a vicious cycle of too much money
in politics, tax favoritism to the
richest, the apathy of the majority
and the loss in physical and human
capital which had been America’s
engines of social mobility and economic productivity.
Multiple measures have well
documented the concentration of
income and wealth going only to
the richest 1%, actually the top
one hundredth of a percent. Those
16,000 American households get
93% of all new national income.
These Americans now hold over
11% of the nation’s total wealth.
Since the average family’s assets
were only home equity and that
was wiped out in the 2008 housing crash, America’s poorer one
half owns a smaller percentage of
national wealth—just 1.3%—than
the bottom half of any other major
nation. Every other developed nation taxes the wealthy much higher
than the USA. This is because in
the USA the wealthy fund any political candidate who takes an oath
to not raise taxes and to hold that
oath more sacred then their oath of
office to help all Americans.
The US media is owned by the
richest people in the world and promotes calls for reducing taxes and
government. That message resonates with the majority because

taxes on the middle class have been
rising for decades, even as taxes for
the wealthy and big corporations
have been going down. The majority of Americans are now so jaded
by politics and incessant negative
advertising that they no longer
vote. Young people in particular do
not even register, vote or show up
as the campaign workers.
The 2014 national election
had a voter turnout of only 36.3%.
Only the WWII 1942 election had a
lower rate. 2014 is the lowest rate of
voter participation of a democracy
in the world. The independent US
Senator Bernie Sanders said: “We
should not be satisfied with a ‘democracy’ in which more than 60% of
our people don’t vote and some 80%
of young people and low-income
Americans fail to vote”. British
campaign spending is ferociously
regulated and all paid political ads
on TV and radio are banned. Total
spending by parties and outside
groups on Britain’s 2010 general
election was $54.3 million. This is
less than almost every US congressional district race. In 2010 the US
Supreme Court “Citizens United”
decision declared corporations to
be people and that any constraint
on campaign spending was a violation of the first amendment. This
caused over $4 billion to be spent,
including over a billion in “dark
money” by anonymous sources. All
of this spending would be illegal
in the rest of the world and people
would be in jail for felony bribery.
So the US has the best Congress
that money can buy, and they are

bought.
Voter apathy results from
awareness that the wealthy control our democracy. Our democracy
can only come back by changes in
campaign finance laws and making
voting compulsory, not just a right.
Australia, Belgium and 30 other
countries have mandatory voting
causing over 90% voter turnouts.
If an eligible voter does not vote he
or she may be subject to punitive
measures such as fines or community service. I especially like Australia’s law that requires voting
but also puts a “none of the above”
on each race. If “none of the above”
wins, they have another election
and those listed cannot run again.
My university students tell me that
they would rush out to vote to get
rid of all incumbents.
The US Congress continues to
put in tax deductions and credits
which shift over a trillion dollars
from the middle class taxpayer to
the wealthy. Big corporations get
tax help and regulations to shut
down innovative competition as
more industries become monopolies and cartels, violating real capi-

talism. The wealthy can deduct
multiple homes, airplanes, yachts,
and sports sky boxes. Professional
and college sports are a $50 billion
business, not including billions on
gambling. These teams do not pay
taxes since Congress exempts them
from anti-trust and tax laws. Billions donated by wealthy individuals to university sports programs
are tax deductible and include golf
courses alongside wealthy contributor’s homes.
Since the wealthy seldom
drive on freeways, over bridges, or
put their children in public schools,
they spend money getting every
level of government to lower taxes
and let the infrastructure crumble. As the wealthy use helicopters
to commute, workers lose years of
their lives on crowded highways,
drive over unsafe bridges, and have
their children in failing schools. We
have become a class-based society
organized by zip code. America no
longer invests in either physical or
human capital improvements. Our
children are burdened by a trillion
dollars in student loan debt, while
our competitor nations provide free
higher education creating innovation and smart workers to better
compete in a globalized world.
Ed Lyell is Professor of Business and Economics at Adams
State University. You can email
him at ehlyell@adams.edu.

LUXURIOUS INTERIOR • BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPING • PANORAMIC VIEWS

EXQUISITE STRAW BALE RENTAL
CRESTONE, COLORADO

WWW.CRESTONESTRAWBALERENTAL.COM

HOUSE FOR SALE 1474 E. Badger Rd. (Baca in Chalet 1)
Custom home by Lee Mitchell on 1.56 acres on Willow Creek greenbelt. 1650
square feet. Great room, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, study, sunroom. Cempo exterior
walls (R32) with stucco finish. Concrete barrel style tile roof. European exterior
rolling shutters on windows. Corian counter tops. Ceramic tile floors
with in-floor radiant heating. Double car attached heated garage.
Xeriscaped yard with drip system.

$359,900

Listed by Home Savings Realty 719-588-4369

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from

Thank you for your business in 2014!
ph: 719-539-4754 fax: 719-539-9101
www.ponchalumber.com

10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242
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by Suzanne McGregor
Please join us on Friday, December 19 from 1 to 4pm for our
annual Holiday Open House. This
event is a great time for friends to
get together and visit and for new
community members to get to know

www.crestoneeagle.com

the library and all the resources we
have to offer. We will have snacks
and punch and will gladly show you
around the library if you are new to
the area or have not been to the library in a while. We would love to
share information about our new future library plans! If you would like
to contribute goodies to the party,
please let us know—we will have a
sign-up sheet at the front desk. Your
contributions would be much appreciated—it is a good way to share our
abundance during the holidays.
Since the youngsters have some
time off during their winter break,
we have some suggestions to light

L O C A L

that creative spark with drawing
books by Ralph Masiello. Beginning
with simple shapes, he shows how to
combine them to create dragons, robots, fairies, monsters, animals and
Christmas themes. We have books
on holiday traditions in other countries and of various religions, including information on the celebrations
of Kwanzaa and Hanukkah, and activities for the Winter Solstice. There
are holiday cookbooks and how-to
guides for crafts and handmade
gifts. Come check these out!
In videos, who can resist It’s A
Wonderful Life with Jimmy Stewart and Donna Reed, White Christ-

mas with Bing Crosby and Danny
Kaye, Miracle on 34th Street and A
Christmas Carol? Other family favorites include The Nutcracker, The
Christmas Story, How the Grinch
Stole Christmas, The Polar Express,
Amahl and the Night Visitors and
The Messiah.
Please note that the library will
be closed on Wednesday, December
24, Christmas Day, and Friday, December 26. Best wishes to everyone
for a warm and wonderful holiday
season.
Baca Grande Library, 2564100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.

L O D g i n g

you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

GG’s Bed and Breakfast
Nestled in the woods you can

Adjacent to
the UFO Watchtower
Pet friendly
$75 for 1, $85 for 2
(in the same room)
Call for reservations
805-886-6959

Welcome

Baca Townhouse No. 9

Two . Two . Two
Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests
In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$70 each bedroom each night
Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage
Or an easy walk into Crestone
...
Mark Wingard, 505.983.1343
505.670.0126 (cell)

LOVER’S WAY B&B





Room with bath
Private entrance
Quiet greenbelt location
Continental breakfast

719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.com

Advanced Reservations a Must
mswingard@gmail.com
http://www.bacatownhouse.com/

Casa del Soul
Crestone’s
Heart-Core B&B
Walking distance to town
Pick your own fresh, organic
non-GMO food

Flexible Accommodations
• King Bed Suite with
Private Entrance, Bathroom
& Kitchenette

Downtown
Crestone
Lodging

• Reasonable nightly and weekly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free

719-256-5788

www.casadelsoul.net

• Standard Room / Hostel
Room and Rates
• Private Retreat/Event Space

719.256.4768
www.airbnb.com
or on Faceb o ok

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com
Web: www.collhouse.com

Peace on Earth, good
will toward men, there’s
room for your holiday
vistors at the Inn
• Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units,
with individual bathrooms
• Fully furnished kitchens
• Spacious and Private
• Beautiful views
• Long-term, Group, and Off-season
Rates Available

crestonebaca@gmail.com
719.256.4243
www.crestonebacagrande
accommodations.com
Reserve your breathing space today!
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by Peter Anderson
Jack Ott (1929-2014), my wife
Grace’s father, lived a very good
life. Growing up on the shores of
Lake Michigan, he was drawn to
adventure at a young age. He loved
to hunt and fish and was naturally
enchanted by the stories his Uncle
Max told him about being a forester
in Montana. Later, he studied forestry at Michigan State where he
became the first in his family to
graduate from college. He began his
career as a forester shortly thereafter, leading spruce beetle surveys
in the Black Hills of South Dakota.
After serving as a high speed radio
operator in the Korean War, he took

another Forest Service job which
eventually led him to southwestern
Colorado.
In 1958, with poker winnings
he had saved from his army days,
he paid cash for 140 acres on top
of a hill six miles east of Mancos,
Colorado. He built his own house,
added on passive solariums later
on, grew a garden every year, planted trees and tended bees. Unlike
a lot of foresters who lived more
itinerant lives in order to advance,
Jack turned down the promotions
in order to stay put. He spent most
of his thirty-year career in the Mancos district, which he came to know
intimately. He also put those for-

estry skills to work on his own land,
which had been scraped, chained,
and bulldozed by its previous tenants. The mountain meadows and
scrub oak groves that he rehabilitated continue to thrive.
In 1959, Bill Rawlings, a fellow forester, was killed in a horse
wreck near Stoner. Jack felt led to
help Bill’s wife, Mary Anne, who
was expecting her fifth child. They
eventually married and had two
more children, my wife Grace being
the youngest.
Here’s a little tale based on a
story Jack told me years ago. (He
also survived an avalanche and a
run-in with a charging black bear.)
What the Old Forester Told
Me
Snow came early that year.
Had a kid named Jackson cruis-

Winter travel tips

• Log on to CDOT’s Winter Driving web page at: http://www.coloradodot.info/travel/winter-driving for road conditions winter driving tips
and other information. For I-70 West Mountain Corridor travel, go to
goi70.com.
• Be sure you have good snow tires. How do you know if you need
new snow tires? Insert a quarter into the tire tread upside down, with
Washington’s head going in first; if the top of George’s head is covered by
the tread, your tires are OK (do this test in multiple points around each
tire.) If the top of his head is visible at any point, you need new tires.
• Always keep the top half of your gas tank full. It can give you better traction and gives you a bigger margin of error if you get stuck and
have to keep the engine running periodically to keep warm.
• If you are stuck in a serious storm do not leave your car. Run the
engine periodically and wait for help.
• Carry blankets, water, a flashlight, a shovel, some nutrition bars
or other food for sustenance. Winterize your vehicle’s safety kit by including extra blankets, sand to help gain traction in the event you become stuck on ice or snow, jumper cables, an ice scraper and lock de-icer.
• Remember that 4-wheel drive does not mean 4-wheel stop. A
4-wheel drive vehicle will not stop any better in icy conditions, especially
if you have inadequate snow tires.
• Know the chain laws. Chain restrictions in Colorado are most
often put into effect for commercial vehicles (semi-trailer trucks) and do
not usually affect passenger vehicles.
• Drive for the conditions. In poor visibility or even whiteout conditions, don’t drive faster than you can see ahead. High speeds in poor or
no visibility can lead to large chain reaction accidents.
• In addition to these winter driving tips, CDOT reminds all motorists to respect winter weather, conduct a pre-trip inspection of your
vehicle, leave extra space between your automobile and others on the
road (including plow trucks). Of course, always buckle up!

GRASS HAY
BARN STORED
HORSE HAY / COW HAY

3’ x 3’ x 8’ BALES
101 LAND & CATTLE
SAGUACHE, CO
SCOTT ALEXANDER
719-221-0159

256-4252

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
PIT
Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach
fields
Roadwork
Driveways
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• For homes in wildfire-sensitive areas
of Saguache County
• Hazard assessments
• Mitigation plans developed
• Hands-on work with homeowners
• Work done for disabled and elderly	
  

Pit Run
Cobble
Drain Rock
Road Base
Fines & More

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447
Cell 719.588.2367

d.c

Free	
  Wildfire	
  Mitigation	
  Continues	
  in	
  2014	
  

ing timber on the mountain and it
was time to pack him out. The sky
was full of mare’s tails—another
front coming in. I made good miles
through the high spruce. On the
way down, we were post-holing hipdeep snow when I saw something
move up ahead. A black sheep left
behind from the summer graze was
stuck in a snow drift. The harder it
tried to get out, the deeper it dug
in. I couldn’t leave it like that, so
I took out my .38 and put it down.
And then I waited. And waited
some more for Jackson who was
lagging behind under a heavy load.
Finally he caught up, said he’d
had enough, and lay down in the
snow. “See that sheep,” I said, laying a hand on my holster. “I’m not
leaving you here to freeze either.”
He had no trouble keeping up after that. By the time we made the
last switchback, it was plenty dark
on the mountain, but the lights of
town below us had the brightest
shine.

om

CRAIG ELECTRIC
STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Call	
  Daniel	
  S.	
  Johnson	
  at	
  (719)	
  480-‐9764	
  
From	
  Saguache	
  County	
  and	
  FireWise	
  Communities	
  

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131
Home 719-256-5951
Cell 719-588-9626
sdossenback@gmail.com

Building our community one project at a time since 1993

ABSOLUTE BEST TREE CARE

Specializing in large and hazardous removals, tree pruning and preservation

Potter Excavation, Inc.

PO Box 523

719-256-4063

Jason Irwin

720.305.8529
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Classifieds
Buy - Sell - Rent
Trade - Wanted
Personal - & More!

$12 for the first 175 characters
+ $1 for 25 additional characters
+ $2 for live link online from our
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online
(from date of approval), and 1
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad.
Pay online or send to:
The Crestone Eagle,
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be
received by the 22nd of the month
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment
and it will be listed online
within 2 business days.

Houses & Property for Sale

GRANTS LOT 495 FOR SALE

Grants Lot: 4.5 acres +/ Off the grid. On
NW corner of Camino Real and Camino Del
Ray. Owner will hold mortgage with down
payment. Motivated seller. 256 5110

GREAT DEAL!

FOR SALE BY OWNER. 3 lots, 2 paid tap
fees, room to grow! 3 BD, 2 Bath. Propane
& wood stove. Large front deck, side
deck. Grow-dome. Detached garage. New
metal roof, deck & house newly painted.
Modular. End of cul-de-sac, private with
circular drive and trees. South neighbor
adjacent to Tarboche Memorial Park.
$137.500: Motivated seller! Appt. only:
719-256-4016.

Such a deal!

Enormous 2-car garage comes with 3 BR,
1.5 baths, 1700 sq ft house. $169,500. 199
Evergreen Overlook. yarbroughrealestate.com

Three lots for $5000.00. taps paid

PRICE REDUCED :Three lots 1/4 acre
EACH. 2 together, 1 across street. CHALET
2. $5000.00 for ALL. TAP FEES PAID. Will
consider selling separately. Call (707) 4590725 if interested.
Houses for Rent

Furnished Log Cabin Studio

Short or Long Term, lots of storage, walk in
closet, fully furnished. Pics/details/contact
info www.thelongandshortofrenting.com

www.crestoneeagle.com

New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
Marvelous Townhouse For Rent

Gorgeous Sanctuary House, 1br/ba
townhome for just $700 plus util. Easy
walk to town. No children or pets. Avail
11/24 to excellent renter. Must see!
719.588.4258/5192

2BR 2/BA Beautifully Furnished
Home

Avail. Jan. 10 for 3-6 mo.+ Stunning
Views, ETS, Well, pics/details: www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com
&
click2BR/2BA Grants Home, 719-256-5075

Home for Rent Chalet I

Lovely, well cared for 3 bd/3 bath tri-level
home in Chalet 1. Large deck, upper deck
balcony, gas fireplace, all energy efficient
appliances. $850 plus utilities. No smoking.
Pets negotiable. References. 937-7790

Furnished 2 BR, 2 BA

Chalet 1. Furnished 2 BR, 2 BA, studio,
office. $750 plus utilities. Patio. Wood
stove, ETS. Looking for 1-2 people. Backs
to South Crestone Creek. Pet negotiable.
Available November 21 – June. 719-9377786.
http://www.crestonegenie.com/
houses-for-rent.html

Comfortable Home

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, dining
room, laundry room, all appliances,large
2-car garage. Electric/woodstove heat.
Ready to move in. $900 per month plus
utilities. First, last and security deposits
required. Good credit, references. 719480-2538

Chimney
Sweep
Service
by David Lindsey
It’s the season to let us
sweep our way
into your hearth.

256-4400

Sponsored by Shangrilah Stove & Spa

Professional Center Space for
Rent

Large office/business space available. For
details call (719)256-5798.
Services
Need Phone Outlets added to your house
or office? I do Phone, Computer Network,
Satellite TV and Stereo wiring. New
construction, existing, troubleshooting.
Call Dennis 256-4110

Welding

Sand Pit Metal Works, LLC Mobile Welding,
D1.1 Certified in STICK, MIG,TIG, Aluminum
welding, Gates, stairs, railings, metal
repairs, Structural steel & fabrication, Ivan
Lakish, 719-588-5819 or 256-4252

Craig Electric Services

Craig Electric for all your electrical needs.
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.com

Computer Service/Repairs

CHALET ONE - LIGHT AND BRIGHT

Dependable skilled professional property
caretaker will take very good care of your
property. Excellent references. Specialize in
rural-remote properties for absentee owners.
Available March 1, 2015. Contact Dennis
509-476-2546 or denrmanz@gmail.com.

Three bedrooms, two bathrooms, dining
room, laundry room, all appliances.
Propane heat, Surrounded by trees. Ready
to move in. $800 per month plus utilities.
256 5110. First, last and security deposits
required. Good credit. Small pet considered.
Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent

Downtown Crestone Lodging

Casa del Soul–Downtown 1 & 2 bedroom
fully furnished suites with full kitchens,
wifi, Direct TV, pet friendly. Smoke free
property. Nightly & weekly rates. (719)
256-5788

Healing Retreat House for Weekly/
Monthly accommodation

Houses now, Large on the Creek Yoga
House, no pets. Available weekly or
monthly. Chalet 1 close to Spiritual Centers
and town. Please Call or email Electrum
globalspirit13@gmail.com or call 719-5882114. Immediately. Yurts $400 monthly

Wishes you
the warmest
Winter

Looking for a health care practitioner in
Crestone? Massage therapists, herbalists,
energy healers, doulas, and more. Also
lodging, hot springs, gift certificates. www.
crestonehealers.com.

Property Caretaker

Affordable Renewable Energy

Offset the cost of your utility bills with solar
electric or with solar heating and domestic
systems. Efficient, cost effective, reliable
and professional service. New & used
photovoltaic panels, OutBack inverters,
deep cycle batteries, and custom racking
systems. Call Talmath with New Gen Energy
at (719) 588-8276 or visit us online:
newgenenergy.com

David W. Walker, Accountant

Licensed Real Estate Appraiser with 25
years experience, many years experience
in Crestone. Don Root. 720-244-1097.
donald.root@yahoo.com._
Help Wanted

PUBLIC WORKS COORDINATOR

Outlets, Wiring, Network and
Satellite: Home and Office

Custom Strawbale in Chalet I

2 BR Custom Strawbale in Chalet 1 Active
solar and wood stove heat, efficient, storage
space, sauna. In quiet area on 2.5 ac. $800/
mo + utilities. Last month’s rent, deposit,
and refs. req. 6 mo. lease. 575.224.0226

Looking for a Healthcare
Practitioner?

Licensed Real Estate Appraiser

Commercial Property for Rent

Computer Service/Repairs—22 years
Computer Technician with full shop in the
Baca. Windows, VIRUS fixes and prevention,
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110
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Furnished Studio Apartment

Furnished studio apartment, Chalet 1.
Sunny 900 square ft. Full BA, kitchen. No
pets. 1 year lease. $600 includes all utilities
– electricity, solar heat, water, garbage.
First/last/deposit. 719-937-7786. Photos
http://www.crestonegenie.com/

David W. Walker, Accountant, 36 years
experience. Financial Planning, Business
Consulting, Monthly Accounts, Income
Taxes. Call for appointment in your area:
719-379-2988.

The Town of Crestone is accepting
applications for the position of Public
Works Coordinator. The Public Works
Coordinator performs a variety of
mechanical, technical and administrative
tasks to supply services which may include,
but are not limited to, maintenance of
the Town’s buildings and grounds, sewer
system maintenance, and fire mitigation.
The position is part-time (13 hours per
week) with a pay rate range of $13.00 to
$18.00, DOE. Requirements: A high school
diploma or GED; a valid Colorado Driver’s
License or equivalent; working knowledge
of the language, methods, materials and
equipment common to municipal public
works repairs and maintenance of parks,
grounds, and buildings; ability to operate
and maintain lawn equipment and a variety
of power and hand tools. The complete job
description and employment application
are available at Crestone Town Hall, 108
W. Galena Ave. (P.O. Box 64), Crestone, CO
81131 or crestone@fairpoint.net. Position
open until filled. Application review begins
November 3, 2014.

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER

The Town of Crestone is accepting applications
for the position of Code Enforcement Officer.
The Code Enforcement Officer enforces
a variety of ordinances relating to public
nuisances and health and safety matters;
investigates and acts upon complaints; issues
written warnings and citations; conducts
on-site inspections; appears in Municipal
Court for hearings. The Code Enforcer also
performs site inspections for building permit
applications and other land use services. The
position is part-time (5 hours per week) with

Classifieds...
continued to
Page B-15

WOODMAN DESIGN
Time to
• remodel the bath?
• add another bedroom?
• make a landscape plan?
• plan your dream home?
Home design in the
Moffat/Crestone/Baca
area for 25 years;
local references.
Janet Woodman
719-937-3767
woodmandesign@fairpoint.net
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...Classifieds
continued from
Page B-14

a pay rate range of $14.00 to $18.00, DOE.
Requirements: A high school diploma or GED;
two years of experience in the enforcement of
laws, ordinances or codes, or any equivalent
combination of education and experience
which demonstrates the knowledge, skills
and abilities to effectively interact with the
public, preferably in a compliance-type
environment. The complete job description
and employment application are available at
Crestone Town Hall, 108 W. Galena Ave. (P.O.
Box 64), Crestone, CO 81131 or crestone@
fairpoint.net. Position open until filled.
Application review begins November 3, 2014.

Artist wanted

Artist to render earth picture as seen from
space, in color, executed outdoors. Needed
on portica of Padmasambhava Stupa. Contact
Paul. 256-4677 or pablo@amigo.net.

New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
Software Company in Crestone!
We are hiring.

Software company in Crestone! We’re
hiring. Seeking: 1)Web Developer 2)Client
Manager 3)Sales. E-Commerce, Retail, &
database experience a plus. Looking for
people skilled in technical onboarding.
Fast learners only need apply. Long-term
opportunity. www.SilverEarth.com

***Mountain Valley School is
Hiring MSW, LMHC or LPC***

Mountain Valley School District is hiring a
School Health Professional. Must have or
be eligible for a School Social Worker or
School Counselor License in the State of
Colorado. For more information visit www.
mountainvalleyschool.org

for more trained caregivers/CNA) For inhome assistance, elderly care, ongoing
illness, etc. email Marta at martashoman@
gmail.com
Free

Designing the Earth Anew
Together:

We have to first together decide what the ideal
world should be, before we can together start
creating it! www.ModelEarth.Org

Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

Yard/Garage/Moving/Estate Sales

Growing Components

2-28” x 39” reflectors with 8” diameter
cooling vents, $95/each. 2- Convertible
Sunburst model SBU400 reflectors,
$85 each. 3 Thunder 1000W electronic
digital ballasts, sans cords, all three for
$200. Galaxy Selectable Select-A-Watt
(400-600-1000w-Turbo Chg) electronic
ballast,in the box, $150. 2 boxes Flex 8”
duct tubing, new, $50. $700 takes it all, or
best offer. 256-6555

So Much Stuff

30’ fiberglass extension ladder & misc
construction equipment & tools. Best offer.
256-6555

Misc. Wanted

WANTED: Bodhisattvas

For the benefit of all beings, starting with
all beings here and now! tinyurl.com/
Bodhisattvas

Straw Bales – New or Old

New & golden or old & moldin’, our garden
needs ‘em. Please call Janet at 719-9373767 or stop by the Crestone Eagle office.
Misc. for Sale
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Floor Loom For Sale

48” Counter-balance, 4-Harness, 6-treadle,
floor loom with bench by Cromaine Craft.
Excellent for rugs. Solid, beautiful, in great
condition. Accessories and yarn available.
$1200 719-351-6757

Firewood For Sale

Lodgepole Pine $195.00 per Cord ~ 2
Cord Min. Pinion Pine $350.00 per Cord
~ Cash Only ~ No Checks or Credit Cards.
Free Delivery. Call or Tx 719-293-5968
Community Service

We are having our end of the year clearance sale
All in stock items are on sale!
Mon - Fri 8:30am - 5pm, Sat 8:30am - 12pm (except every 3rd Sat)
602 Hunt Ave., Alamosa, CO 81101, Ph: 719-589-5552
www.betterfloorsonline.com

CB Village – Local Help, Give &
Receive

CB Village is a local time bank where you
can help others and gain credit for future
help when you need it. Go to www.cbvillage.
net or call 480-8757 to join for free.

Need a Caregiver?

I can help you find a local caregiver for
you or a loved one. I have several names
and numbers of individuals with a variety
of skills and experience. (I am also looking

Blue Water Alchemy
Ormus
Ormus is a superconductor. These elements resonate with the primal energy, the zero
point from which all life originates and which is a quantum potential of possibilities.
Ormus is one with this endless source of energy, which can be found in the air, the soil,
plants, stones and the sea.
Gardening in the San Luis Valley, with its
short season and sandy soils, requires
gardeners to use all the best tools available
to them to ensure a successful and
bountiful harvest.
Ormus should be one of those “can’t live
without” tools!
All crops beneﬁt from the addition of the
monatomics to one’s gardening arsenal.
Always dilute Ormus with water prior to
use.
Use at a concentration at 1% strength. One
gallon of Ormus added to 128 gallons of
water equals a 1% solution. The Ormus
water mixture can be used two to ﬁve times
per growing season here in the Valley.

Tomatoes Grown with Gaia’s
Harvest Ormus
Orbitally Rearranged Monatomic Elements or ORMEs originate in the Mineral
Kingdom, and are the foundation of ORMUS. These ORMEs are captured by the salt
crystals harvested from the planet’s oceans. Some of the known ORMUS m-state
elements are Cobalt, Nickel, Copper, Ruthenium, Rhodium, Palladium, Silver,
Osmium, Iridium, Platinum, and Gold yet are NOT in their metallic form and all have
a place in our physical well being.

For more information visit us:
www.BlueWaterAlchemy.com
BlueWaterAlchemy@gmail.com
P.O. Box 1104
Crestone, Colorado 81131-1104
You can buy the Ormus at
The Elephant Cloud Teahouse
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Crestone-Baca
Weather Report

by Keno
October 21 to November 20

Ask

the
Weatherman
by Keno
Last month I discussed the two
ways to measure snow in its normal,
frozen state. Then this next question
comes up:
What is “the total liquid amount
that falls” in regard to snow, and how
do you measure that?
Great question and I’m often
also asked “how do you measure the
liquid amount of something that’s
frozen?” So let me answer this. First,
we measure the liquid amount of
snow after each new snowfall so we
can in turn learn what the total liquid precipitation amount is, as this
total is collected for everything that
falls. So when we say that our area
sees about 16” of precipitation on average per year, that includes not only
rain, but hail, and again, the liquid
amount from snow.
With rain, nothing special has
to be done; we just measure it directly from the rain gauge. But anything
solid has to be melted down to get
its liquid amount. To get our liquid
snowfall total, the snow that falls
into our gage must melt, and then we
measure it. But on cold winter days,
the snow would sit inside the gage
for weeks on end without melting,
and some of it would just evaporate
into the air. We need daily precipitation totals, so obviously we can’t wait
around until it melts, so we manually melt the snow to get the liquid
amount. There are two ways to do

There’s not much snow on the ground in Crestone yet, but skiers are enjoying fresh
snow in the high mountains. 				
photo by Cathy Amenta

this. The first way is rarely used, that
would be to simply bring inside the
entire rain gauge and just wait until
it melted on its own at room temperature. The problem is, that takes too
long, plus if it’s still snowing outside
when we bring in our gauge, then we
would lose all of the snow that’s falling outside during the time it takes
to melt the snow inside.
The second and most common
way to melt the snow is to use hot
water to melt it. But since we would
be adding more water to the snow
to do this, that would totally mess
up our measurement, and the more
snow in the gauge, the more hot water we need to use. Two inches of solid snow takes around half an inch of
hot water to melt. We can’t just pour
hot water into the gauge and onto the
snow. We first have to measure separately the hot water using the rain
gauge’s inner cylinder, which we only
use inside the gauge during the summer months to collect rainfall. This

• STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION
•• NATURAL
NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES
•• PASSIVE
PASSIVE AND
AND ACTIVE SOLAR
CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
•• CONVENTIONAL
REMODELS
•• REMODELS

cylinder is calculated along with its
measuring stick to measure any liquid that falls in the gauge. We take
the cylinder, run the hot water into it,
and using its measuring stick, write
down on paper how much hot water
we collected, let’s say .45”. Then we
take the hot water and add it to the
main gauge containing the snow, and
hopefully it will melt all of the snow
at once, although usually we have to
swish it around to get it all to melt.
Then we take the gage and pour the
now-cold water into the cylinder,
take another measurement, and let’s
say that comes to .77”. We then subtract .45” from .77” and get a total
liquid snowfall amount of .32”. For
current Crestone weather conditions visit Keno’s web site: www.
keno.org/vws.

Come hang out
with us

719.221.1301
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Total precipitation for
period:
Liquid precip: 0.55”
Snow: 4.9”
Measurable precipitation fell on
8 days.
Measurable snow fell on 6 days.
Measurable rain fell on 2 days.
No hail or thunderstorms occurred.
Total precipitation year to date:
Since Jan. 1: 12.80”
Total snow to date:
Since Jan. 1: 42.6”
Snow Season*: 4.9”
*Snow season runs from July 1
to June 30
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 71.4°F on Oct. 24
Low temp: 7.4°F on Nov. 18
Avg. high: 51.0°F
Avg. low: 24.5°F
Number of days with the high
temperature at or above 70°: 1
Number of days with the high
temperature at or above 60°: 9
(all in Oct.)
Number of days with the low
temperature at or below 32°: 26
Number of days with the low
temperature at or below 10°: 3
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 3.0 mph
Highest gust: 40 mph on Nov. 10
Main direction: Out of the east
Weather summary:
Temperatures for the last
11 days of October were very
much above normal with a couple of record highs, including a
reading of 69° for October 25,
which tied the record for the date
first reached in 1999; and a record high low temperature of 41°
for October 26, smashing the old
record of 37° way back in 1985.
The warm fall weather continued into November, up to the
twelfth. Then closer-to-normal
cool temps prevailed.
Precipitation wise, there
wasn’t any rain or snow at all for
the last 11 days of October, then
for November we saw normal
precip. On November 16 we saw
a record snowfall, although it
didn’t seem like much, with 0.8”.
That broke the old mark of 0.5”
set in 2010.
Outlook for December:
December is our third driest month of the entire year; only
.57” is expected on average, all of
that in the form of snow. There
is an average of 8.5” of snow for
the month. Record snowfall was
21.6”, in 1983, and record precip
was 1.79” in 2007.
Temperature-wise, the average high and low for December 1 is 37° and 12°, and by New
Year’s Eve it’s down to 32° and
7°. Record high was 58°, set 4
times, on December 1, 2 and 4 in
1995, and on Dec 3, 1998. The record low was -18°, set on 2 dates,
December 8, 2005 and December
8, 1990.
The 30-day outlook for December is calling for average
temperatures along with aboveaverage snowfall.
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15th Annual Ellzey Art Show December 13 & 14
One evening in November, 2000, Harriet Johns, Bill Ellzey and a few
friends sat around the cupped board, pine table in Harriet John’s
railroad car house snacking and sipping wine. Harriet had been
making small enamels, 4x6 size in a desktop kiln, and Ellzey was
making 4x6 test prints of photographs to nail down proper color
and contrast before rendering them larger and on more costly paper. Someone suggested, “Why
don’t we have an art show of
‘miniatures?’”
Thus began the Ellzey-Johns
December Art Show fourteen
years ago at Ellzey’s straw bale
home. There were a number
of years that other community
artists were invited individually
to show work as well. Harriet
crossed into the Happy Hunting
Grounds this fall so this year’s show is the first without her around
except in spirit.
Keeping the tradition alive for at least one more year, everyone is
invited, as usual, to Bill and Jillian’s home, 2.2 miles out Two Trees
Road (Camino Real) on December 13 & 14 from 2-6pm. Also as
usual, refreshment wizards Judy Gilbert and Bill Sutherland (Judy
as baker and finger food specialist, Bill the maker of his secretly
seasoned popcorn and mulled wine) choreograph the content and
appearance of the kitchen counter laden with goodies.
Once again Ellzey’s sample prints will be spread profusely over the

big black table for browsing.
These 4x6 inch photographs
may be ordered for $5 each.
Greeting cards can also be
made from any of the prints.
And of course larger prints can
be made to order as well.
So come one, come all to the
15th Annual Ellzey December
Art Show to help celebrate the
Holiday Season.

Bill Ellzey

4th Annual Saguache Holiday Bazaar
Mark your calendar for Saturday, December 6 and join the Friends
of the Saguache Public Library at the Community Building on Seventh St. for our annual bazaar. We anticipate a wonderful lineup
of vendors offering everything you need for your holiday shopping.
Past events have featured books, baked goods, handiwork, crafts,
baskets, pottery, jewelry and many other delights.
Vendors are invited to set up a table for a $10 fee. The Town of
Saguache requires that vendors at events on town property either
have liability insurance of their own, or sign a waiver of liability.
Hot lunch will be available and the bazaar will run from 9am to
3pm. For table reservation and information please call Wilma Lewis
at 719-655-2566 or Mary Morfill at 719-655-2604.

Smith Market
Gallery
You are cordially invited
to visit the Smith Market
Gallery at 301 5th Street,
(corner of 5th and Denver),
Saguache. Owner Byron
Williams has a beautiful
“fresh” collection of intricately designed gourds and
baskets, many with antler embellishments or handles. In addition,
we are showing watercolors by well-known SLV artist Yvonne Halburian. You’ve got to see her whimsical “Fantastic Fowl” series of
cards and bookmarks. We have added to our interesting collection
of western decorating items, which includes saddles and other vintage horse-related items, and tobacciana of all types. You might
even find an already-broken-in pair of cowboy boots to make your
western outfit complete. If you are looking for antlers to decorate
your house or garden be sure to stop in and see our selection. We
look forward to your visit, but suggest you call to ensure we are open,
719-655-0155.

SMITH MARKET GALLERY
Saguache, Colorado
Byron Williams, Prop.
Art & Fine Craft – Collectibles
Antlers Bought, Sold, Traded
301 5th Street (corner of 5th & Denver)
719-655-0155

www.artgourdsbybyron.com
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Crestone

Elephant Cloud
Market

Many thanks to our community for
almost a year of support in our new
location. We look forward to continuing to serve everyone throughout the holiday season and into
the new year. We are offering fresh organic and natural turkeys
and fresh organic ham to be available in November. Place special
orders for these holiday meats ahead of time so that we can hold
one for you.
Our produce section includes a large variety of organic Colorado
squash, pumpkins, apples and potatoes. Also available are many
varieties of yams, persimmons and so many other fresh fruits and
vegetables for all your seasonal dishes. Remember that anyone
can place case size bulk orders
for great savings. Check out our
great holiday items, including
candles, incense, honey, unique
loose teas and other items that
make special and unique gifts.
See you this holiday season!

Chokurei Farm
Store and Yak
N’ Cracker Café
Chokurei Farm Store and
Yak n’ Cracker Café believe
that the future health of
our community and planet lies in keeping it local,
organic, and GMO-free.
Shopping locally creates
jobs for your friends and family within the community, supports economical growth and sustainability, uses less fossil fuels, and encourages neighbors to come together in a loving, symbiotic way. This
holiday consider giving loved ones gift certificates for a nutritious,
organic meal, or stuff stockings with scrumptious homemade desserts, yak fiber & skein, yak hats & scarves, yak skulls painted by
local artists, greeting cards, music and more! Know where your food
comes from and feel good about your holiday spending this year!
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Maha Lakshmi Gift Shop

Located at the Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
the shop has a wide assortment of gifts and devotional items, primarily from India, ranging in
price from $1 to $502. Such items as: om purses;
bindis; brass statues (from 1 inch to 48 inches);
silk scarves and wall hangings; incense; Indian
clothes and jewelry; crystals; calendars; journals;
candles; cards; books; and music make it a great
store to find all of your gift needs. They invite you
to visit or go to their website at www.BabajiAshram.org and click on the Maha Lakshmi Shop. All
proceeds from the shop go to support the Ashram
and its work. Hours: 10-5 daily, 256-4108.

NATURAL FOODS
FRESH PRODUCE 4X A WEEK
Did you know?
We have unique
holiday gifts!
Incense
Candles
Honey
Essential Oils
Spa Gifts
Teas & Accessories

and
more!
Mon-Sat 8-7 Sun 9-7
719.496.0966
elephantcloudmarket.com

Firsthought Studios
Come join in a fun workshop, “Working with
Emotions Through Form & Color.” Celebrate
your life with a two-hour workshop (or longer) now available by appointment to fit
around your convenience, or give it as a gift
to family, friends or neighbors. You can also
buy some original art, greeting cards or tshirts or make your own art gifts. My studio is equipped for encaustics, calligraphic
brushstroke, acrylics and mixed-media.
Consultations are available if you want to
get inspired to jump into your creativity.
Ask those questions you’ve always wanted
to know but never asked about
art and the creative process.
Offered by Stephen Futral aka
Ish, 719-256-4848.

FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS
HOLIDAY SHOPPING

Crestone community and visitors from far and near, please feel welcome to visit
my studio and peruse my original art or my greeting cards and t-shirts.
We will also be offering workshops, classes and mentorships in encaustics,
acrylics, calligraphic brushstroke and mixed media...so treat yourself or another
this holiday season to Art a la Carte.
Call for an appointment and I will try to accommodate your needs.

Please call ahead: 719.256.4848 and ask for Ish
New Oils from India
- Rooh Gulab (Rose),
Kesar Hina, Nag Chanpa
& more. Also inspiring
2015 Calendars & DVD
of devotees' stories.
10% off for our
Crestone Eagle readers
(except all sale items)
please mention it at checkout

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Perfumes, silk scarves, wool shawls,
jewelry, saris, incense, candles, tapes,
books, purses, bronze murtis, stone
statuary, & other great gift items too.
New Hours: 10am - 5pm Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108
Email: shop@BabajiAshram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org
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Crestone Massage

g f dfd 23
45

Cathy Amenta LMT, NCTMB, Reiki
Master: Are you ready to escape
from the stress and pain you’re experiencing now so you can be fully active in your life again? Cathy Amenta
LMT, NCTMB specializes in helping clients break the stress and pain
cycle. Experience relief from the physical pain of headache, shoulder pain, neck pain, back pain, and muscle fatigue that is distracting
you from your life. Her work will unwind those tight muscles and give
you
space
to
breathe
again. This
holiday season
help
s u p p o r t
small local
businesses!
Gift certificates are on
sale
until
Christmas.
Purchase
1-5 GC’s and
receive $5 off each, or buy 6 or more and receive $10 off each.
Please call 719-480-1718 or visit www.CrestoneMassage.com

f

Illuminated a
Therapies

Relax this holiday
season with the gift
of massage.
Erase
the stress of the holidays knowing that you
and your loved ones are
cared for. Amulya Dawn Beechwood is happy to offer gift certificates for massage, biodynamic craniosacral therapy, pregnancy
massage, reflexology, and reiki. She can teach families infant
massage, and loves working with infants using craniosacral therapy to give babies a harmonious start to life. If anyone on your list
is expecting a special bundle of joy, the gift of massage could be
excellent for the whole family. See illuminatedtherapies.com or call
719-256-4743 for more information.
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Wishing You a Joyous Holiday Season touched
with Peace, Love, and Good Health
IlluminatedTherapies.com
info@IlluminatedTherapies.com

719.256.4743

Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy for Infants, Children, and Adults
Certified Educator of Infant Massage Integrated Massage Therapy
Pregnancy Massage Reiki
Reflexology
Aromatherapy

KATHLEEN WILLOW

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

A GIFT OF MASSAGE
Holiday Gift Certificates
Make Great Stocking Stuffers!
Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage
with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

719. 256. 5469

Kathleen Willow
LMT,
Massage Therapy
For over twenty years Kathleen Willow has been passionate about massage . . .
giving, receiving and teaching. Her treatment offerings
incorporate beautifully therapeutic aromatic oils, heated
basalt and cooled marble stones, long flowing massage strokes and
deeply specific work. A sixty-minute Essential Massage with Floracopeia and Dr. Hauschka oils is $60 with locals’ discount.
Gifts of massage are always appreciated! Appointments and gift certificates are available at 719256-5469. See a full list of treatment offerings at
www.kathleenwillow.com.

CYP Thrift Store

t

The CYP (Crestone Youth Plaza) Thrift Store provides and supports programs and activities for children and youth. The thrift store is staffed by
dedicated volunteers and the majority of the merchandise in the store is donated by our generous community. If you are interested in supporting this
vital project by volunteering or donating items, please call 256-5500 and
leave a message
for Lanelle. And
be sure to come in
to the thrift store
for your holiday
needs—clothing,
gifts (including gift
certificates), gift
wrapping,
and
decorating. Winter hours are noon
to 5pm, Tuesday
through Saturday.

As You Go About Your Day, Please Remember . . .
The Ripples You Create Today

Support

Crestone Youth Plaza
By Shopping At The

CYP THRIFT STORE
Bring About the Changes for Tomorrow

On the corner of Alder & Galena
(719) 256-5500
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Crestone Artisans
Gallery
The Artisans Gallery will be
open six days a week, Wednesday thru Monday, noon-4pm,
closed Tuesdays. Please watch
for our upcoming holiday reception.
Shop at the gallery this holiday season and know the good
cheers you are creating in so
many ways!

www.crestoneeagle.com

S

Moffat

Mirage Trading
Company
The Mirage Trading Company
in Moffat has all your holiday
needs. Bags of freshly roasted,
organic, fair trade coffee beans
make a wonderful holiday gift.
A great selection of art by local
artists is also available. Jewelry,
paintings, pottery, photography,
warm winter hats and scarves
and cozy slippers are just some
of the items available at the Mirage. Come on by and enjoy a
latte while you do your holiday
shopping! Hours are 8 AM to 4
PM every day. (719) 256-4357.
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Crestone Mercantile
Happy Holidays From The Crestone Mercantile!
While everyone needs to go to “town” once in awhile to get away
from the quiet pace of Crestone, it is no longer a necessity! Holiday
shopping can now be done without ice-packed roads, crowded
parking lots, and endless lines
of shoppers.

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena
in Downtown Crestone

719-256-5280

December Hours
Daily 12pm - 4pm
Closed Tuesdays
Crestone Artisans Gallery
represents 24 local artists
& craftspersons
Thank You for
shopping locally!

The Crestone Mercantile Grocery store can meet all of your
holiday cooking needs.
We
have a full line of conventional
goods and have added an extraordinary number of organic
and natural products this year.
The Crestone Hardware and
Lumber store is much more
than just hardware! We have
a gigantic selection of items
that are just right for that special holiday gift. From dolls
to sleds--we have what you’re
looking for!
Unlike the big box stores, we’re
right here, we care about you,
and we’ll have refreshments
throughout the shopping season!

Shop Locally for the Holidays with

A one-year subscription makes a great gift
for loved ones and friends!
Prices range from $15 to $32
Call 719.256.4956 to subscribe
or email ads@crestoneeagle.com

S

Villa
Grove

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm

IN MOFFAT NEXT TO THE POST OFFICE

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS
WITH AN EGGNOG LATTE!

719-256-4357

WWW.MIRAGETRADINGCO.COM

x
Joyful Journey Hot
Springs

Joyful Journey Hot Springs Spa and
Lodge is located about 5 miles south
of Villa Grove and 12 miles north of
Moffat on Hwy 17. It features three
geothermal soaking tubs varying
from 99°-108°. The water is renowned for its healing and restorative qualities. Relax with an awesome view of the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains. Enjoy a wide variety of spa treatments and facials. There
is a large conference center and various lodging options are available for overnight stays. Open 7 days
a week from 9am-10pm.
Closed Christmas day. Call
719-256-4328 or visit joyfuljourneyhotsprings.com.
Gift certificates available
for easy and luxurious holiday gifts.
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Dragonfly Gifts

If you’re preserving wealth
by adding to your coin collection or bullion holdings,
you’ll find that Coins West,
a small and friendly shop in
Salida, has great products
and our prices are fair and
very competitive. At this time
in history, please note that
the precious metals market
is very favorable to buyers and may offer an opportunity of a lifetime
to get real wealth (intrinsic value) at a real bargain. On the other hand,
if you’ve been holding onto coins for decades, you can definitely take
a nice profit, and you can’t go wrong selling to Coins West, because we
will offer a fair price that will make you smile. R ememb e r Coins West
in Salida, 227 West 3rd St., right across from Safeway. Phone 5395085 or visit our web page at CoinsWest.com. You like to be treated
fair and honest, and at Coins West, we understand this, and we feel the
same way. Did I mention that coins make great gifts?

Dragonfly Gifts, located in historic downtown Salida, is the place
to go for unique gifts and all your metaphysical supplies. Our silver
and gemstone jewelry collection contains over 100 varieties of natural stones. We also carry loose tumbled stones and crystals, wall
hangings, Asian art, books, music CDs, decorative boxes, chimes,
candles, tapestries, and sarongs. And don’t forget we offer a large
selection of incense and resins, sage bundles and oils for all your
aromatherapy needs. Stop in to browse and take
in our peaceful and uplifting atmosphere. We offer Customer Loyalty Punch
Cards and gift certificates. Open every
day,
including
Sunday.
Brady’s West, Chaffee County’s year
round garden center, offers professional and knowledgeable garden advice, Colorado-grown plant material, organic
herbs and vegetables, a full-service florist, beautiful unusual gifts, hot tubs and
hot tub supplies, patio furniture, and home décor. We sustainably harvest local evergreens for Christmas trees, handmade wreaths and garlands. Our Floral Department
highlights creative holiday ideas, centerpieces, and gifs handmade by our talented local artists.
Sunshine is always free in the greenhouse and we welcome you to come soak it in while getting
inspired for the upcoming planting season.We’re in Salida, on County Road 107, turn south off Highway 50 at the Conoco stop light. Call 719-539-6400 or go to bradyswest.com for directions, maps and
more gardening information.
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Brady’s West
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Kaleidoscope Toys

Kaleidoscope Toys is a locally owned specialty toy store in the heart
of downtown Salida. We specialize in unique educational toys,
games and novelties for children and adults of all ages.
Let our knowledgeable staff help you select the perfect age-appropriate gifts and we’ll wrap
them free of charge. Like us on
Facebook or join our email list to
learn about discounts and events
happening throughout the holiday
season.

Unique Educational Toys and Games • Children’s Books • Baby Gifts
Lego • Playmobil • Puppets • Arts & Crafts • Fun Jewelry • Novelties

Remember your neighborhood toy store for
fun and unique gifts this holiday season!

See kaltoys.com or call 719-5300533 for details.

Shop for all your
Holiday Gifts at

SILVER & GOLD
BUY  TRADE  SELL
Coins, Collections, Appraisals

COINS WEST
Incense, Silver &
Gemstone Jewelry,
Crystals, Music,
Books,
Himalayan Salt
Lamps,
Wall Hangings,
Asian Art

7 1 9. 5 3 9. 5 0 8 5
7 1 9. 2 2 1 . 8 5 6 0

227 W 3rd St
Salida, CO 81201

buysell@coinswest.com
www.coinswest.com

Open Mon-Fri 10-6,
Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

221 F Street, Salida
719-539-4448
www.salidagiftshop.com

L o cal fres h- cut
Chris tmas trees ,
handmade wreaths
and garland

Customer
Appreciation
Party!
Wednesday, Dec 10th
5-8 pm

719-539-6400 • 7121 County Rd 107 Salida, CO 81201
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www.crestoneeagle.com

Antero Jewelers

Salida Cutlery and Smoke Shop

Antero Jewelers, located at 136 W.
Hwy. 50 in Salida, offers unique
jewelry in a comfortable, relaxed
atmosphere. Our friendly, knowledgeable staff are happy to help
you find that perfect gift for any occasion. Unparalleled customer
service and handcrafted one-of-a-kind jewelry make Antero Jewelers
the favorite place for fine jewelry in the Arkansas Valley for more
than 30 years. Like us on Facebook for deals, tips and fun, and if
you would like to browse or purchase from home, check out our new
website at www.anterojewelers.com.

Salida Cutlery and Smoke Shop is an excellent store to find unique
gift items for your loved ones. You’ll find shave sets and soaps,
disposable razor sharpeners, manicure sets, scissors, and quality Wusthof kitchen cutlery. Take a look to find
wallets, money clips,
pocket knives, and Colorado made knives. We
carry pipes, pipe stands,
pouches,
E-cigarettes,
E- juice, boxes of fine cigars, lighters, humidors,
and more. Stop by today
at 132 W Hwy 50 or visit
salidacutlery.com to find
direct links to our Amazon and Ebay stores.
-We
Ship-Salida
Cutlery
and
Smoke
Shop
wishes you a
season filled
with joy!
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Beekeeper’s Honey Boutique
As a young girl, some of my best memories were working in the bees with my dad.
I enjoyed riding in his bee truck and getting the smokers going when we pulled
up to a bee yard. Now, many
years later, my childhood fascination has lead me to my dream
job in my dream town! Buzz
on by The Beekeeper’s Honey
Boutique where we still hand
bottle and hand label every jar
of raw honey just like my greatgrandfather did over a century
ago. Customize your very own
gift box with local, handmade
gifts straight from the hive that
are sure to please everyone on
your “naughty” and “nice” gift
list this holiday season!
Your
Favorite Beekeeper, Jamie.

Chili Heads
Chili Heads is a locally-owned gift shop and gourmet food store. For
the gift shopping season we are offering sales on our gift baskets,
gift boxes, and gift bags. Pay shipping rates and get free boxing,
labeling and a gift card. We feature award-winning, small batch, and
local sauces including hot sauce, salsa, barbecue sauce, wing sauce,
gourmet mustards, jellies, spicy cooking ingredients and more. We
offer the largest selection of dried trail mixes, fruits, vegetables, granola and berries. For other gifts we have locally hand-crafted sustainable wood art pipes and bamboo water pipes. Having a Christmas
party? Try our non-GMO, gluten-free and organic chips, pretzels and
award-winning dipping mustards and salsas.




Unique and personal gifts for Christmas
Shop our new website!!
Anterojewelers.com





136 West US Highway 50, Salida, CO

719.539.7611
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Thank you faithful customers!
This is the Mixing Bowl’s 9th holiday season, and we have some
new and wonderful additions
here at our store in downtown Salida. We are featuring more unique and delicious
food lines such Quinn Farm to Table all natural popcorn,
Queen Bee Gardens’ delicious honey-made truffles in 19
different flavors. There is a gift for everyone on your list.
Just let us help you find it. Then we’ll wrap it with all the
trimmings because you are part of the Mixing Bowl family.
Please come by and taste some gourmet foods and give us
a chance to serve you.

Free The Monkey Consignment
During these tough economic times, saving money on clothing,
accessories and housewares is important. Shopping in consignment stores is one way to do it. You can get high quality clothes
at affordable prices—sometimes, ridiculously affordable.
Stop in often. Our inventory changes daily. Allow plenty of time to shop. Our racks are filled with one-ofa-kind items, not twenty blouses of the same color
and style! BYOB . . . Bring your own bag and help
us promote environmentally friendly practices. Remember Re-Use . . . Re-Cycle . . . Re-Sale! We at
Free the Monkey appreciate you shopping
locally, and so do our 2500 consignors.

Happy Holiday! From the Mixing Bowl Staff.

y
Salida Pakmail
Pak Mail packs and ships anything anywhere. We ship ground,
priority, or overnight, via FedEx, UPS, Postal Service, freight, van
lines, or mule train. Call us at 719-539-7085 for estimates.
We copy black and white or color up to 11x17”, scan to email,
scan to USB drive, fax, shred, laminate, and tell jokes. (The jokes
are free.)

Y

We rent private mailboxes and can
forward your mail anywhere
in the world. Our customers say we have
the best greeting
cards and friendliest service in Salida.
We’re at 944 East
Highway 50, in
Salida.

OUR HOMETOWN GOURMET
KITCHENWARE STORE

GIFT IDEAS!
*Festive Dinnerware*Colorful Bakeware*Gourmet Soups
& Dip Mixes!
Corner of 2nd & F Streets
Historic Downtown Salida

719-539-2655

salidamixingbowl.com

E-Cigs

Holiday Cigar Samplers
Kitchen Knives

Open Daily!

Wallets

Money
Clips

www.salidacutlery.com

via

Accepting consignments daily
Plus Two New Locations!
312 E Main St, Buena Vista
719.966.5200
and

222 Hwy 24 S, Buena Vista
719.581.0004
Featuring
furniture • home decor • housewares

a CO
eet, Salid
222 F Str
0
458
719 539a week
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Winter Hours:
Monday-Saturday
10am to 6pm
Sunday 10am to 5pm

SHIPPING
PACKING
SCANNING
COPYING
SHREDDING
MAILBOXES

GREETING CARDS
LIGHTWEIGHT GIFTS

719-539-7085
944 East Hwy 50, Salida
www.salidapakmail.com
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Sand Dunes Pool

Sand Dunes Swimming Pool in Hooper
offers many holiday gift choices. Give the
gift of health & rejuvenation! Individual
or family passes ranging from 1 month
to a year are offered, as well as gift cards
in any denomination. Gift cards may be used for admission, food, produce,
clothing, & a variety of pocket knives. Lap swimming daily from 9am10am and open swim from 10am-10pm. Closed Thursdays.

Take a break from your busy schedule this
holiday season and visit the ladies at Treasure Alley. Once again we were voted most
interesting inventory and friendliest staff in
Alamosa County and we would be thrilled
to see you!  Kathy Anderson’s jewelry is a
great new addition this year. Baggallini
handbags complement an extensive collection of ladies’ purses. Stay warm this winter with Made in Scotland scarves for men
and women. As always we have beautiful, chic and hip jewelry too.
For the foodie we have a wide variety of “kitchen” goodies. Don’t
forget that special fella in your life! Every guy loves our gear clocks.
We’ve got a wide variety of clocks, as well as our mesmerizing sand
art and colorful Galileo thermometers. And for the kiddos we’re always after new and engaging toys. As always we have a v a r i e t y
of candles and the popular wax burners, socks for
everyone, wall décor. Make sure to visit us for
our Holiday Open House, December 12th
and 13th! Please make Treasure Alley a
part of your holiday shopping season.
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Lightshine
Music

Treasure Alley
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www.crestoneeagle.com
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Come in and browse our
holiday specials and our
always low-priced guitars,
basses, mandolins, banjos,
horns, amps, PA’s, speakers, gear, pedals, cables, accessories, books,
cd’s, dvd’s, and lots more. We have qualified instrument and amplifier
repair personnel, guitar lessons, live sound set-up, on-site piano tuning.
We can help with most of your music needs. Give us a call or stop in.
Hoping all our customers have a safe and happy holiday from the staff
at Lightshine Music.

Unique Gift Ideas!

• Jewelry • Clothing • Soaps
• Lotions • Candles
• Interior Decor • Handbags

Holiday Open House Dec 12th & 13th!

713 Main Street, Alamosa
719.587.0878

TROLLBEADS
Mon-Fri 9am~6pm, Sat
10am~5pm
Sun 12pm~4pm
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Kristi
Mountain
Sports

In 1969, Kristi Mountain
Sports
first
“opened their doors,”
selling ski equipment
to locals from a storage closet inside a
former
menswear
store in downtown Alamosa. The current
owners, Eric and Lisa
Burt, took over in 1984 and moved to the Villa Mall, adding bicycles,
hiking and camping equipment. Kristi Mountain Sports expanded
once again in 2008 to their current 10,000 sf facility in the Villa Mall,
creating the opportunity to outfit almost any human- and gravity-powered outdoor adventure the San Luis Valley has to offer. Kristi Mountain Sports is the largest outdoor store for a hundred miles in any
direction and although our establishment has grown, it still remains a
“Mom and Pop” shop where your business is appreciated and quality
customer service is our first priority.

UCTS and
GREAT PROD
CE 1969
SERVICE SIN
PARKAS • PANTS • THERMALS • GOGGLES • GLOVES • SOCKS • HELMETS • FOOTWEAR
www.KristiMountainSports.com

OUTERWEAR AND EQUIPMENT
RENTALS AND DEMOS
PROFESSIONAL REPAIRS
EXPERT BOOT FITTING

SEE US FOR CAMPING - HIKING

www.KristiMountainSports.com

BIKING - CLIMBING GEAR TOO!

3223 MAIN - WEST HWY 160 - VILLA MALL - ALAMOSA - (719) 589-9759

514 La Veta Avenue, Alamosa • 719.589.8900
lightshinemusic.biz

sand dunes swimming pool
Gift Cards Available in any amount for your holiday gift giving needs

FU L L FOOD MENU & W EEK LY SPEC IALS

Open 1pm to 8p m, Lap Swim Noon - 1p m , Cl osed Th u r sd a y s
Phone: 71 9-3 78-2 807
Addr ess: 1991 Co. Rd . 6 3, Hoop er , CO 81136

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:
Adults - $12.00
Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00
Children 2 & Under - FREE
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