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“Sandhill Cranes at Sunset: In their Protective Shallow Waters” Photo by Christina Nealson www.christinanealson.com. The annual Monte Vista Crane Festival is happening
March7–9. Come welcome the sandhill cranes’ return to the San Luis Valley. Story on page 11.
To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

County hears marijuana concerns, drafting regs
by Matie Belle Lakish
Saguache County Commissioners held their official Public
Hearing on the proposed Retail
Amendment to the county’s existing
Medical Marijuana Ordinance on
February 18. Commissioners Linda
Joseph, Jason Anderson and Ken
Anderson will now consider comments made by county residents,
Planning Commission members
and other interested parties before
making a final decision on amended
regulations for the county. Commissioners had passed an ordinance in
2013 allowing for a moratorium on

retail sales until such time as they
could review state requirements
and fashion suitable regulations for
the county. At the recommendation
of the Saguache County Planning
Commission, which took comments
at an earlier meeting, commissioners chose to consider the same regulations for retail marijuana that
they had earlier adopted for medical marijuana. Now, after receiving comments from the interested
public, they will begin drafting final
regulations for retail marijuana,
which will be added to the Medical
Marijuana Ordinance in the coun-

3 arrested in Baca & Moffat break-ins
by Mary Lowers
Sharp investigative work and
deduction led the Saguache County
Sheriff ’s Department to crack a
group of county men who may be
responsible for a string of crimes on
the eastern side of the county. Department spokesman Undersheriff
Tristan VanZalinge said while evidence is still being gathered it looks
“likely that these four individuals
known to run together” are responsible for thefts and robberies includ-

ing the break-in robbery on Rarity
Way in the Baca Grande in January.
Connections were made between the Baca break-in, an auto
theft and a couple of break-ins in
Moffat, and the robbery of a home on
County Rd. 59. Undersheriff VanZalinge credits surveillance and photos gathered by Deputy Harford and
passed along to Lieutenant Warrick
of the County Road 59 location for
the final connection allowing this
case to be solved. The robbery in

ty’s Land Development Code. There
is currently a ban on applications
for retail permits in the county until
regulations are complete. However,
commissioners anticipate moving
quickly to adopt regulations, which
are expected to closely follow those
adopted by the state.
State regulations are quite
detailed already. Penalties for violating them are significant, and federal prohibitions against marijuana
remain in place. Draft regulations
can be found on the Saguache County website, while state regulations
continued on page 7
the unincorporated county netted
TV sets, fuel, firearms and ammo.
When some of the stolen firearms
and ammo were recovered, investigators realized that some bullets
were missing. Investigation of this
information led to a pawn shop in
Salida where some of the ammo had
been pawned. This led to the arrest
of Brian Jones of Saguache, Samuel
Dallas Archuleta of Alamosa and
Gary Sisneros at a Center address.
As we go to press, a fourth suspect,
Patrick Gillespie of Moffat is still at
large.

Lisa Bodey and her CCC assistant,
Crystal Price-Wade, work on the dragon
mural on the fence east of the Bliss Cafe.
Bodey is featured this month in “Who We
Are” on page 17. photo by Karen Kenney
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to the office and to the citizens of
this county and would be honored
and humbled to serve as Saguache
County Clerk and Recorder for another term.
Carla Gomez
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Editor’s Notes

People giving voice
The last two Monday nights
I went to two community public
meetings of mostly Baca property owners to discuss problems
associated with the resignation
of most of the Baca fire department volunteers (20 out of 22 in
the past few months) and to gain
information on the operational
status of the fire department as
we approach fire season. Even
though two of the board members,
Schreiber and Lakish, called for
the special meeting, because the
other three members chose not to
attend, no quorum was available.
So, creatively, the people spoke
and the people listened.
I was impressed on how
respectful people were to each
other, how ideas were shared and
how differences were explored—
even appreciated. No battles or
name-calling took place. Common ground was sought. Important questions were asked and
efforts were made out of the collective knowledge and experience
to try and answer them.
I commend Pamela Ramadei for being the facilitator, and
along with Kate Steichen, gently controlling the space. They
helped us co-create ground rules
and kept us gracefully on task.
For the first time in awhile I felt
safe speaking my thoughts at a
POA meeting.
I wish that the three missing board members could have
been there—maybe sitting in the
middle of the crowd somewhere.
Listening. Seeing their community at work. Somehow, when
they are up at the table, there is
separation. There are sides and
fixed positions to maintain.
How do we solve our problems and move forward? I saw
people coming out and stepping
up. I hope more of these consensus-building meetings take
place—it’s a positive way to create some needed changes.
—Kizzen

www.crestoneeagle.com

A toxic environment
Lovato running for
commissioner

Dear readers,
Fellow voters and citizens of
Saguache County, let me introduce
myself. My name it Tim Lovato
and I’m announcing my candidacy
for Saguache County Commissioner for District 3. The seat is currently held by Ms. Linda Joseph,
and she will be term-limited at the
end of the year.
I’ve been a lifelong resident
of Saguache County and have a
well-rounded background as well
as experience in business, agriculture, water and the environment.
I would be proud to serve and represent the citizens of Saguache
County and would appreciate your
support. I look forward to speaking
with you in the future.
Tim Lovato

Gomez seeks re-election

Dear Editor,
I would like to announce my
intention to run for re-election to the
office of Saguache County Clerk and
Recorder. I believe that the knowledge and experience I have gained
in the two years since being elected to the office in January of 2012
has well prepared me to serve a full
four-year term as clerk and recorder
and would like the opportunity to do
so. Much credit is due to the staff.
Their loyalty to the office and patience with me made a difficult situation workable. The past two years
have been spent dealing with many
of the issues that occurred in 2010.
Much of that is behind us as we
have made changes to procedures in
order to be in compliance with existing and newly enacted laws and
rules affecting the election process.
I remain committed to continuing to
improve this process with the hope
of regaining the confidence of voters
and non-voters alike in Saguache
County elections.
We continue to improve the
daily operations for the many other
required functions of the clerk as
well. This includes the recording
and preservation of all public records and documents. Currently
we are in the process of cleaning
and reorganizing the two vaults we
have in the courthouse for storage of
books and records dating to the earliest days of the county. Also, with
the cooperation of the Saguache Abstract Office, we are in the process
of transferring records from more
than 150 books that were transferred onto now-obsolete and deteriorating devices a number of years
ago. This is an extensive, long term
effort that will result in these records being electronically recorded
into the clerk’s current system.
We contin- ue to improve the
operations
of the office. I wait
on customers, answer the phone, respond to emails, attend conferences
and trainings, and to the many
administrative responsibilities on
a daily basis. I remain committed

Dear Community,
Since resigning last month
from the Baca Fire Department
I find I must also resign from the
Baca Ambulance Service. As emergency service volunteers we know
there is inherent risk and liability.
Serving in a professional capacity
and the reality that incident outcomes are not always ideal puts us
at risk of being sued. We train and
work to ensure we provide the best
service possible. We trust, if we do
our best, things will work out.
I have appreciated the opportunities this service has provided
for self-growth, learning, and expansion of my skill set. I want to
thank all the leaders and crew I
feel lucky to have worked with at
the POA. However, a small group of
people have overshadowed the last
5 years of my service with bullying:
in person; on social media; and in
print. As a board member, I spent 3
years sitting next to someone that
threatened, cussed at and sued me.
I witnessed him create a hostile
work environment for volunteers
and employees at the POA. Yet, I
worked to believe he does what he
believes is right and I tried to find
common ground. My efforts were
not reciprocated.
I resisted resigning from the
ambulance service because the next
closest ambulance is in Saguache.
However, in a risky business, not having support of organization leaders
is detrimental. Three out of five current board members have sued me.
I distrust them. They appear more
interested in destructive, vindictive
behaviors than problem solving. I
don’t trust the POA to adequately
protect my safety and liabilities as
an EMT on the ambulance.
I will no longer risk lawsuits
and endure bullying to serve on the
ambulance. I hope that one day I
will once again be able to serve my
neighbor as an EMT. I hope one day
we have a public ambulance service with governmental immunity. I
hope that the Crestone Emergency
Services District (CrESD) can keep
our services local.
In eleven years of volunteering, I have seen brilliance come
from people committed to community service and loving their neighbor.
However, I cannot ask you to volunteer for POA emergency services; I
feel it is a toxic environment where
public safety is not its primary goal.
If you volunteer, be prepared that if
something goes wrong, I believe the
majority of the current board will
make you the scapegoat.
Looking forward to community growth,
Treat Suomi

Open letter to the BGPOA board

Dear Editor,
I believe that Robert Garnett,
Bruce McDonald and Nigel Fuller
are responsible for all decisions
made by the board since the new
administration. It also seems to

me that due to the actions of these
three directors the fire protection
for the Baca Grande community
has been severely compromised.
I also believe that their attitude toward the fire department
and their decision to reduce funding for the department has resulted in the loss of the fire chief
and a significant number of well
trained volunteer fire fighters who
are needed to protect life and property in our community. I am greatly
alarmed and concerned regarding
this situation.
The directors’ duty is to represent the membership, their families and property. This requires providing the necessary infrastructure
including a fire department with
experienced staff to respond to any
fire danger. The reduction of POA
dues from $270 to $263 per lot per
year is a substantial loss of income
needed for the infrastructure. The
fire department and maintenance
departments need greater funding,
not cuts, in order to better serve
the members. The savings, $7 a
year, is the cost of one breakfast at
any restaurant in the Baca.
Directors must take action to
provide a fire department that is
well funded, led by a highly qualified fire chief who lives within our
community, and a local staff of experienced, well trained fire fighters who know the complicated road
systems well and can rapidly respond to emergencies.
Decisions need to be carefully thought out, personal feelings,
judgments, and prejudices be set
aside in the interest if the common
good.
It could be interesting to know
what legal responsibility directors
have if they do not take appropriate action to provide adequate fire
protection, or will the cost fall on
POA members as the POA is a corporation that can be sued and dues
raised to pay for fire damages?
Time is running out before the
fire season begins in our valley. It is
imperative that the board of directors take immediate steps to insure
fire safety for the Baca community.
The dedicated fire chief and
fire fighters in our community deserve support, praise and gratitude
for their dedicated and unselfish
service to the POA membership.
Parvin J. and Patricia H.
Johnson, Residents/Property owners & current POA members

An open letter to the
POA board

Dear board,
I hesitate to add to the criticism already aimed at you—Bob
Garnet, Bruce McDonald and Nigel Fuller—yet even if I were your
best friend, completely agreeing
with your positions, I would have
to speak out. The BGCAN website
warns of a small group controlling the POA, and many now agree
that, yes, the irony being that it is
now yourselves. Even as your best
friend, I would have to say that the
rudeness, sarcasm and contempt
you’ve expressed toward those you
claim to represent can only undermine your own positions and alienate much of this community. You’ve
failed to engage in constructive
dialogue, refusing to constructively
listen to contrary positions, and
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while accusing others of illegality, you have violated a basic legal
principle by refusing to accept a
meeting quorum because two members, in your opinion, are guilty
until proven innocent. And while I
can’t claim any special understanding of the fire department issues,
even as your best friend, when a
third party study tells us that an
independently-run department is
a very bad idea, I have to question
why you’ve taken a rancorous position that has so seriously disrupted
our community. Then the BGCAN
website ridicules what it sees as
fear-mongering while there are, in
fact, serious potential consequences. POA boards have a disturbing
history, yet when I see the behaviors that each of you has demonstrated, regardless of my personal
stance, I would now feel compelled
to take my friendly hand from your
shoulder.
My challenge to you, then,
in the interest of the entire community, is to ask how you may be
able to change the tenor of the POA
board’s relationship with this community, for as the driving force,
only the three of you can do so.
—Rich Jewett

Blubird migration

Dear Editor,
Greetings to my dear community! Well, I wasn’t going to do this
but with just enough gentle nudging here goes. So after fifteen years
in this incredible place I will be
departing for the Midwest the end
of February, then hopefully moving
back to Colorado in the fall. Gosh
where do I begin? I have been so
fortunate to live in one of the most
beautiful places on the planet. This
special place taught me the meaning of community. The people here
are really special. I never knew
what real friendship was until I
moved here. All my relationships
have been of the utmost quality and I have learned much from
my sisters especially . . . and my
brothers as well. I will miss you all
sompthin fierce! I intend to come
back the end of September for my
niece’s wedding . . . so it will be
great to visit with you all then. I
wish you all lots of happiness and
remember life is short—make it
count! Ok so fyi Marta Shoman will
be taking over my caregiver list duties. She is highly competent and
will help folks who need in-home
care connect with caregivers looking for work . . . you can see her
ad in The Crestone Eagle . . . her
email is martashoman@gmail.com.
Thank you Marta!
Many Blessings to all!
Kris Boberek
bluebirdville@gmail.com

A politician’s prattle

Dear Editor,
Normally I would welcome
an educated response to my letter
of January concerning the Moffat
School District’s decision to send
our tax dollars out of town now
that measure 5a has passed, but
unfortunately politicians such as
school board chair people tend to
dwell upon double talk and general mis-information whenever
they respond to anything. What’s
referred to in Washington DC as
the “potomac two-step”. When the

Crestone Charter School received
their grant they placed local ads
requesting proposals for architectural and owners’ rep services giving those qualified local residents
a chance to offer their services,
thereby keeping our tax dollars
here rather than sending them to
Denver or Colorado Springs. Contrary to one condescending comment from the district’s administrator in the prior Eagle, no state
agency dictates who the school
district is to hire but only sets
standards for the qualifications
of those hired. It’s obvious to me
that there was never any intention
to accommodate the local citizenry
in that respect and will probably
be the typical practice throughout
the duration of the project.
William Hauser

Crestone Music
Festival wants
you!
It’s that time again! We
are gearing up for another exciting year for the 16th Annual
Crestone Music Festival August
1, 2 & 3. If you would like to
participate in this year’s festival as a performer, a vendor or a
sponsor, please let us know! This
year looks to be very exciting and
loads of fun! Be sure to check out
the April Crestone Eagle for news
and performer announcements!
Attention
performing
artists
The 16th Annual Crestone
Music Festival is now accepting entries from local Saguache
County performing artists. Local means 50% of the group
must live, rent or have a home
in Saguache County. An application must be filled out and are
available on line at crestfest.org,
at Crestone area businesses or
by calling our office at 719-2564533 for more information. Send
applications to: CMF Local, P.O.
Box 6, Crestone CO 81131. Entry
deadline must be postmarked by
May 10, 2014
Attention vendors
The 16th Annual Crestone
Music Festival wants local vendors. If you have arts and crafts,
food, information or something
else, please apply. Applications
are available online at crestfest.
org, at Crestone area businesses,
or call our office at 719-256-4533
for more information. Send applications to: CMF vendor, P.O. Box
6, Crestone CO 81131. Spaces
are limited so please apply! Entry deadline must be postmarked
by May 10, 2014.
• Energy Healing • The Journey®
• Herbal Medicine • Classes & Herb Walks
• House Clearings

Láné Sáan Moonwalker
Wisdom of the Lynx
Saturday, March 15th

Bobcat Wisdom

Sunday, March 16th

Dorje Root,

RH (AHG)
Herbalist /
Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

www.rootsofhealing.com

CEOLP offers Informed Final Choices
At one time or another, all of
us have been hit with a debilitating and sudden illness, flu or case
of food poisoning which lays us
flat: no energy for thinking clearly
or even making our feeble way to
the kitchen for a cup of tea. Generally these states pass quickly—but
what if they persist for a week? A
month? Will those who come to our
aide be able to access important information or accounts that will allow our material and health needs
to be addressed?
The members of Informed Final Choices, the educational outreach branch of the Crestone End

of Life Project, have compiled a list
that addresses what information
one might want to make available
to family and close friends. In a
community, where so many live
alone and away from immediate
family, this could be very important.
The list is provided below.
For more information, or if you
have additions to suggest, contact
ceolp.info@gmail.com or attend
our monthly meeting on March
12, Wednesday, at 7pm, held at the
Topping House, 33 Sunset Overlook. Call 256,4247 for information
and directions.

Daniel B. Flemming, D.C.
Quantum Chiropractic Care
719.337.6633

Integrating structural, emotional, nutritional health in one treatment

For local appointments, call Annie: 719.256.5668
http://quantumchiropractic.org

Crestone End of Life Project

Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment
Call 719.588.7415 or 719.937.7802 for information/materials

www.crestone-end-of-life.org • email: ceolp.info@gmail.com
Ever y blade of grass has it’s angel
That bends over it and whispers, “Grow. Grow, Grow.”
- T he Ta l m u d
Attend our meeting Wednesday, March 12th at 7pm, at the Topping house, 33 Sunset Overlook
(first left past the Century 21 office). Call Wayne at 256.4247 for directions/information.

Clip & Save!
USEFUL INFORMATION TO COMPILE IN THE CASE
OF MEDICAL OR OTHER INCAPACITATING EMERGENCY
In this day when privacy protection is of such great concern, it is important that someone have access to your accounts, passwords, PINs, etc.
This information can be kept with your executor or next of kin, in a sealed
envelope or safety deposit box, to which you have indicated in writing the person whom you wish to have access.
After completing Advance Directives (financial, health care and designating an executor) you may want to consider the following list, by no means
complete, of areas for which you would want to provide access information:
*A list of immediate/extended family and close friends contact information
*You may wish to have a second signee on bank accounts. If you have
a joint account, the two holders may wish to designate a third party to have
access.
*Telephone/ Email/Social Media accounts
*Bank Accounts, including mortgage, IRAs, etc. accounts, if applicable
*Information on all automatic withdrawals to accounts that have been
established
*Information on all automatic deposits to accounts that have been established
*Credit Card Accounts
*Insurance Policies
*Property and Automobile titles, deeds, registration
*Tax information/accountant’s name and contact information, if applicable
*Copies or originals of passport; driver’s license; birth certificate; *Medicare/Medicaid card; Social security; Veteran’s or Armed Forces ID
*Keys, combinations and description of location for safety deposit boxes; lock boxes; storage closets, garages, sheds; vehicles, etc.
In the case of joint households it is important, should one of the partners
die, to change the voicemail response as soon as possible after the death, if
the response is a personal one and indicates both parties. Using a neutral
message is best.
If you are parents with young children (21 and below) designate a guardian, after having discussed your decision with the designee, in case both parents should be incapacitated. This information must be legally documented.
If you have pets, designate (with agreement from designee) who will be
responsible for the pets care.
It is vitally important, in every instance when making these important
decisions, that you keep family members and/or close friends, informed of
your decisions.
For more information, contact Informed Final Choices by calling
Stephanie Gaines at 719.588.7415 or ceolp.info@gmail.com
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Aventa Credit Union. . . In Your Interest

Do you have a financial topic you would like us to address, a question or comment? We value your input. Please send your
feedback to messages@aventa.com.

Move In to a Better Home Loan

And, for a limited time, receive up to $1,000 off closing costs!
If you’ve been thinking about purchasing a home or
refinancing your current home, why not turn to Aventa
Credit Union? At Aventa Credit Union we go the extra mile
to ensure you have access to everything you need in order
to make the process simple and more affordable.
Plus Aventa offers:
• Competitive rates
• A wide variety of mortgage options
• A simplified loan process
• Fast approvals
Our friendly, knowledgeable staff is here to walk you
through the entire loan process. Simply contact our
Mortgage Department at 800.555.6665 or at
mortgages@aventa.com to get started.
But hurry! These extra savings won’t last forever.

Equal Housing Lender. Must be a member or qualify for membership to receive a loan. This offer does not apply to Second Mortgage or HELOC Loans. Rates, terms and
conditions depend on credit qualifications. Some restrictions apply. This offer may end at any time. Federally Insured by NCUA.

On the Move?
No matter where your travels take you - from the comfort
of your easy chair to the to the ski slopes in Vail - Aventa’s
Mobile Banking allows you access to your Aventa accounts
anytime, from anywhere.
Mobile Banking is a fast, secure and free way to manage your
finances. With Mobile Banking you can check account
balances, account history, transfer funds, pay bills and more
all from your smartphone.

Home Improvements On Your Mind?
Aventa Now Offers HELOCs!
Open a Home Equity Line of Credit (HELOC)
from Aventa by May 31, 2014, and we’ll give
you a $50 Visa® Gift Card!

With a HELOC from
Aventa, you can
borrow up to
$100,000 of your
home’s equity to fund
home improvements,
consolidate debt,
make large purchases
and more.

Simply download the mobile app by visiting the Apple App
Store® for iPhones® or GooglePlay® for Android® phones. For
other devices visit m.aventa.com.
Aventa does not charge for the use of this service; however charges from your mobile service provider may apply. GooglePlay and Android are a trademark of Google, Inc. Apple,
iPhone and App Store are registered trademarks of Apple, Inc.

New Crestone Branch Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Closed daily 12:30 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. for lunch.

Get started on your home improvement project today by
calling 800.555.6665 or visit us online at aventa.com.

Equal Housing Lender. Must be a member or qualify for membership to receive a loan.
Rates, terms and conditions depend on credit qualifications. Fees and restrictions may
apply. This offer ends May 31, 2014. Federally Insured by NCUA.

aventa.com
800.555.6665
Center Colorado Springs Crestone
Pueblo Saguache
Federally Insured by NCUA
Equal Housing Lender
Membership Qualifications Apply

The Crestone Eagle • March, 2014 • Page 5

Saguache County Crime Report

Got cabin fever?

NHN holds March Madness March 8
submitted by NHN
Neighbors Helping Neighbors event will be holding “March
Madness” our Annual Cabin Fever
Show. It’s about time you get out
and have some fun!
The Cabin Fever show will
take place at the Crestone Charter
School on March 8 at 6:30. Suggested donations: Adults $10, seniors and kids $5.
And as always we have a wide
selection of silent auction items, including a wood-burning stove and
artwork from the estate of Fred
Dugan. Come and join the fun. All
proceeds will go to replenish our
general fund after this long cold
winter.
Who we are:
Neighbors Helping Neighbors (NHN) is a non-profit, 501(c)3
charitable organization serving the
Crestone/Moffat community since
1998. We bring the community together in supporting the well-being
of households in crisis.
We receive money to help
throughout our community by fundraisers, donations and grants.
There are several people in the
community who are in need of this
assistance.
Russell Schreiber, Cheryl
Waschenko, Lisa Micklin (Kalisima), Beth Danica, Mary Lowers,

and Neil Smith.
If you would like to help an
individual or just make a donation
you can send it to NHN PO Box 822
Crestone, Co 81131 to help a neighbor in need. Please make a note of
where you would like your donation applied. You can also visit our
website at nhncrestone.org.
We have no administrative
costs. Members of our community
donate everything for our fundraisers: money, time, talent, services
and product.
Our board of directors considers all requests and they will be
answered according to the requirements of our by-laws. Not all requests are considered to be a crisis
situation.
We want to remind the community that we are here to help
only in crisis situations. We cannot
do ongoing maintenance for an individual or family. We can however
help find services that can help in
these long-term situations.
Meet our board for 2014: President Bon Dellegar, Vice President
Lynda Kucin, Treasurer Judy Arnold, Secretary Lynn Ertle, Director Renee Hill, Director Joany Nelson, and Director Rodney Volkmar.
We want to thank Robin Rosenberg
for her many years of service. We
will miss her on the board.

Clay Art

Eli Dokson, Tai Chi Bill, and Tedd Brumm performing at last year’s NHN Cabin Fever
event. Come join the fun this year! 				

photo by Lori Nagel

by Mary Lowers
Crime, as time, in Saguache County marched on in February. The
big news was the successful investigation leading to the warrants for
four and arrest of three county men for a series of crimes including the
break-in robbery on Rarity Way in January.
Sheriff Mike Norris and deputies attended the February 13 POA
meeting in response to Baca Grande resident Claudia B. Wolfe ’s concerns over protection for residents and police response time. In the past
the POA has helped subsidize rent so an undersheriff can afford to live
in the Baca which is a “high rent district compared to other places in
Saguache County” as the sheriff pointed out. Entry-level pay for officers
is $2,500 before taxes, and the residency requirements only specify they
live in the county. A subsidy gives an incentive to live in the Baca. But
even a resident officer is a private citizen in his home, which isn’t a substation, but a home. The sheriff told the meeting that there are currently
three officers located on this side of the county, on either side of Moffat.
It is to be noted that police protection is not allocated in the county according to which area pays the highest taxes.
Response time for our peace officers is a multifaceted problem.
The 3,169 square miles of Saguache County is a huge geographic distance to patrol. Due to discrepancies between urban and rural pay for
police officers all the counties in the valley are having a difficult time
hiring and keeping public safety employees. Saguache County is currently one officer short. “Citizens can work on county commissioners to
get base pay up for the county sheriff department.” Regardless of these
challenges Sheriff Norris assured residents that “there’s a cop in this
community every night of the week. I understand peace of mind, we
have had some incidents but it’s not all the time.” Sheriff Norris said
while he is “not sold on vigilante justice” he encourages community
help in the policing job. He encouraged folks “going on the record” with
tips and reports adding, “if you can’t help, let us know and we will develop the case ourselves.”
In other crime news a Casita Park man was charged in late January with domestic violence, third degree criminal assault, and criminal
mischief. A Moffat woman was cited for careless driving and failure to
notify police of an accident. As always traffic citations were issued countywide mainly for speeding. Just so everyone knows the penalties for
speeding before you hurry up to get to work on time or the kids to school,
here are the fines for speeding: 5-9 miles over the limit $105, 10-19 over
the limit $170, and 20-25 over the limit $235.

New work by Lynn Drake
“FROM THE EARTH” Series

Stop by Clay Art...
You never know what you may find.
Downtown Crestone ♥ 588-1681

Water from the
Heart of Nature
Neighbors Helping Neighbors

Annual Cabin Fever Show
Charter School
March 8, 2014 at 6:30pm

$199.00 (+tax)

Li vi n gVor texWater.com
• Ionized • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!
Call Anna Louise
970.290.7710
Suggested donations: $10 adults, $5 seniors and kids

annalouise55@gmail.com
LivingVortexWater.com
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ing to run a deficit now and make
the difference up in later years.
3) Enforce the Doctrine of
Prior Appropriation.
Traditional
western
water law requires owners
of older, or senior, surface water rights to be
able to use their water
first, with junior water rights, such as possessed by most well owners, taking their water later, or not
at all. Many farmers and ranchers
feel the sub-district plan is not honoring that legally mandated system,
and they want augmentation plans
enforced fairly.
Other issues mentioned by
candidates that they hope will be addressed by the conservation district
board’s water model include ongoing
drought as a factor in water decision
making, land subsidence because
the water table is being lowered, involvement of younger farmers and
ranchers on water resource issues,
planning for water needs of wildlife,
and engagement with all the levels
of government—federal, state and
local—whose decisions impact water
levels and water users in the valley.
These water issues reach well
beyond the valley, as well as impacting local property owners and
residents of all the valley’s communities. Peggy Godfrey will join Kent
Palmgren, farmer from the Center
area, as Saguache County’s representatives on this important board.
Sales tax grants due
The Saguache County Board of
Commissioners will be taking grant
applications for Saguache County
sales tax grants until 3pm on March
14, 2014. Grants are offered in three
general areas: Emergency Services/
Public Health and Safety; Youth
and Senior programs, projects, or
organizations; or Renewable Energy projects/Business Opportunities
and Job Creation. Money to fund
these projects comes from Saguache
County’s 1% sales tax. There are two
grant cycles per year. Approximately
$91,000 will be available for grants
in each subject area. To request a
grant application please contact
Kristi Arredondo at karredondo@saguachecounty-co.gov or you can call
719-655-2231. A copy of the grant
application may also be downloaded
at www.saguachecounty.net.
Broadband in Saguache
Internet service in Saguache
is slow and unreliable. Many times
during commissioner meetings
internet services has been interrupted, then on-line information
becomes unavailable and slows the
pace of work. Commissioners have
been talking with Crestone Telecom
about expanding services to Saguache, and progress is being made.
Ralph Abrams and Cheryl Rowe explained the advantages to the county in terms of speed and reliability
of internet service, as well as financial savings to the county. However,
to put up a tower and transmitter,
Crestone Telecom would need about
$10,000 of up-front investment. Because it would save the county a lot
of money over time, commissioners
are working with the town to provide
the investment needed to get service
installed soon. Abrams said they can
install the 17 ft. tall pipe adjacent to
the current Verizon tower, and build
a building to house their equipment.
If all the necessary permits can be

Saguache
County
		 News
by Matie Belle Lakish
Saguache County received
some good news with the passage of
the 2014 Farm Bill. Included in the
final version was funding for the federal Payment In Lieu of Taxes (PILT)
to counties. This program, which
reimburses counties and other governmental entities for taxes they are
unable to collect on public lands, has
been considered mandatory at the
federal level for decades. For some
reason, it was left out of the federal
budget bill passed late in 2013. Although Commissioners anticipated
the funding when they made their
2014 budget, they have been very
cautious with spending, realizing
that the funds might not be available. While PILT was funded at 100%
for this year, it was not allocated for
more than one year. Commissioners
will continue to spend cautiously
until they see evidence that normal
yearly funding will resume.
Water board appointment
Peggy Godfrey, local sheep
rancher, secured the appointment to
the Rio Grande Water Conservation
District Board. Five persons applied
for the position. Besides Godfrey
they included David Warsh, Perry
Alspaugh, Jim Warner, and Mike
Spearman. All five applicants realize
that the water situation in the valley is critical. The Rio Grande Water
Conservation Board is the local entity charged with implementing the
decisions of the state water engineer,
and the current strategy involves
forming sub-districts that can manage water within their boundaries.
The strategies being used are based
on a model of the underground water system in the valley, which has
been in an ongoing state of development for years. Most of the candidates question the accuracy of the
model, and feel that the plan, as it
is being developed, does not conserve
water enough to protect historic water rights. Commissioners asked all
applicants to present solutions to the
question, “How would you change
the system from the inside?”
Godfrey presented the following three-part plan, which had been
developed by herself and other local
farmers and ranchers.
1) Suspend pumping by the
Closed Basin Project.
This federal pumping project
was originally designed to pump
“salvage” water, or water sitting on
or near the surface that was, theoretically, not being used to economic
advantage. Opponents of the project contend that “salvage” water no
longer exists, as the water table has
been significantly lowered.
2) Enforce Senate Bill 222 on
an incremental replacement basis.
This bill mandates that water must be replaced to the aquifer
to bring it to historic levels over a
20-year period. Godfrey and others
want that mandate applied incrementally, so that pumping is reduced enough each year to bring the
aquifer up 5%, rather than continu-

www.crestoneeagle.com
obtained, the road improved, and
a gravel pad prepared, Abrams believes service could begin in May.
Property assessments go to
court
The controversial reassessment of Saguache County will get
its day in court. District Judge Martine Gonzales will hear the trial de
novo requested by Steve McDowell,
Elaine Johnson, and other interested taxpayers on March 3 and 4, and
possibly March 10. At issue is whether proper procedures and processes
were used to assess properties in Crestone and the Baca. Many property
owners have questioned the greatly
increased tax rates in the town of
Crestone. Business properties, especially, have a relatively huge increase
in valuation, and therefore in taxes.
The State Board of Equalization
handled much of the reassessment
in conjunction with the local tax assessor, Jackie Stephens. Clearly, the
process was heavily influenced by
the state intervention. Commissioners, acting as the County Board of
Equalization, reviewed each case
that was appealed to it, and reduced
some of the assessments. However,
many citizens believe the process of
Mass Valuation, in which all properties of a certain class are valued the
same, does not work well in such a
small town. Part of the problem is
the small number of sales, especially
of commercial property, from which
to draw a representative sample of
sales. This will be one of the questions both taxpayers and commissioners will be awaiting answers to
as deliberations proceed. Court is expected to convene at 8am on May 3
in the Saguache County Courtroom.
SolarReserve
Although SolarReserve announced at the end of 2013 that the
Public Utilities Commission had
not mandated Xcel Energy to purchase power from its proposed SLV
power tower project, thus enabling
the company to move forward with
its plans to build a 100 MW generating facility east of Center, it may not
yet be finished. Adam Green, Senior
Development Manager for SolarReserve, has asked commissioners to
hold open the possibility of future
development by putting the application on hold. Commissioners are
definitely interested in the project,
or another type of project by SolarReserve, such as a photovoltaic
project, but they are reluctant to
leave the application open without
some modifications, such as a sunset clause. Conversations are ongoing, but maybe we’ll see a large solar
project in the Valley yet.
Oil and gas drilling letter
Commissioner Jason Anderson
has joined numerous other city and
county officials across the state in
advocating for local control over oil
and gas drilling. The following is the
opening paragraph of: “An Open Letter to Governor Hickenlooper and
Members of the General Assembly”
urging action to assure local control
over oil and gas development.
“As concerned citizens and
elected officials from towns, cities
and counties across Colorado, we respectfully urge you to take action to
clarify and codify the rights of local
governments to use zoning and land
use powers to protect the health,
safety and well-being of their residents from the impacts of oil and gas
development. With multiple legal

challenges to a community’s right to
self-determination pending, time is
of the essence.
“Local governments have long
held the power to balance industrial
activities with residents’ quality of
life and property values. It is crucial
for local governments to have the
authority to regulate the pace and
scale of oil and gas drilling within
their communities. This is the only
way that local governments can ensure the health and safety of their
children and families, the livability
and property values of their neighborhoods and the long-term economic vitality of their communities.”
Following a passage on local
control, it continues, “Please recognize and support our rights and
responsibilities to make these decisions and take action to assure local control over oil and gas development.” Jason Anderson, Saguache
County Commissioner
Volunteers needed
The Saguache County Tourism Board is seeking volunteers.
Both board members and committee
members are needed. The tourism
council promotes Saguache County
as a tourist destination. Funding for
the council comes from the lodging
tax. This years project is to update
the tourism website which is extremely out of date. Contact Christine Gydesen from the Saguache
Theater if you would like to help.
Senior commodities cut
And finally, sad news for seniors who benefit from commodities.
The USDA has reduced the program
that supplements senior nutrition
by more than half. Whereas, 147
seniors have been receiving commodities in the county, now only 70
are able to be served. Social Services
Director Jeannie Norris said the
cuts came as a shock. She was told
that, “our enrollment is to be cut
by roughly 65%. We are not to distribute to more than our assigned
numbers, and place the remainder
on a waiting list.” Most low-income
seniors are not eligible for a significant amount of food stamps, so senior commodities have been helpful.
Norris said she is hoping for more
donations to our food banks to help
make up the difference.

Saguache County
driver’s license
renewals notice
The
Saguache
County
Clerk & Recorder is announcing
a change in the driver’s license
renewal service provided in the
office. Currently, valid Colorado
driver’s licenses can be renewed
by residents in the Saguache office on Tuesdays and Thursday
from 8am to 3pm. Beginning
July 15, 2014, we will be renewing licenses on Tuesdays only,
from 8am until 3pm. Remember
to bring, along with your license,
another document that has your
name and physical address. This
could be a rent receipt, utility bill,
property tax statement etc. We
suggest that you call our office
before you make the trip to Saguache to be certain that we are
doing renewals the day you plan
to come. Our contact number is
719-655-2512.
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County creates
marijuana regs
continued from page 1
are found on the Colorado Department of Revenue site.
Currently, the county’s draft
regulations concern such things
as parking, lighting, water supply and sewage disposal, and new
county regulations will apply only
within un-incorporated Saguache
County. Within town limits of Crestone and Moffat, as well as Center
and Saguache, municipalities are
responsible for their own land use
decisions and legal codes, as long
as they conform to state law. Some
towns have opted to put bans on
recreational marijuana facilities,
as the county has, while others
are moving ahead with their own
regulations. The Town of Crestone
has not yet finalized their requirements, and Mayor Kairina Danforth said the town has extended its
moratorium for another 12 months
until February of 2015. Center and
Saguache also have moratoriums,
but Moffat Mayor Brian Morgan,
who attended the hearing, said
Moffat is moving forward.
Draft regulations state: “In
addition to all Conditional Use
Permit requirements, the following will also be required for the
three types of Medical Marijuana
requests and all dual operations
allowed within State of Colorado
Amendment 64: Medical Marijuana Centers, Optional Premises
Cultivation sites, Manufacturers
of Infused Products and Retail
Marijuana Centers.” Diane Dunlap, who anticipates opening a
retail marijuana store in Moffat,
commented that it had been suggested that commissioners include
Testing Facilities in the list of regulated types of facilities. She said
she doesn’t anticipate that anyone
would establish such a site in the

the San Luis Valley because of the
valley’s remoteness from large urban centers, but it could be included in case someone did want to do
so at some point in the future. She
said that, starting in October, each
batch of retail marijuana has to
be tested by a testing facility and
properly labeled before it can be
sold. The two facilities currently
functioning, one in Denver and
the other in Washington State,
are overwhelmed with requests
for their services. Ken Anderson asked what the consequences
would be if that class of facility
was not included, and County Attorney Ben Gibbons replied that it
might not then be subject to county regulation.
Josh Wright, from the Sargents Store, asked about Section IV7.2.3 of the proposed code,
which addresses a 1000 ft. proximity to other facilities, including
child-care, educational, houses
of worship and liquor stores. The
Sargents Store is an all-purpose
commercial facility, about the only
thing in town. It currently has a
3.2% beer license, which, according
to Wright, is not classified as liquor.
He asked for a definition of liquor
as well as the 2-year residency
status requirement. Land Use Administrator Wendi Maez said those
definitions are a state issue, not
something the county can define.
There were a few questions on
taxation. As a result of the election
in November, the state provides for
a 15% excise tax to go to schools,
and a 10% sales tax to go to enforcement of regulations. Attorney
Gibbons responded that, at the moment, the county would collect its
normal 1% sales tax.
Another attendee from Gunnison County mentioned the difficulty in doing business when many
banks do not recognize the legality of marijuana. He noted that it
is pretty much a cash economy at
this time, although according to
Dunlap, Washington State has recently renewed its State Bank Contract with Bank of America, which
has agreed to accept marijuana accounts.
It is clear that Colorado is
breaking ground in the legalization of a substance which has been
widely used for generations, but
which has been an underground
economy with no formal guidelines.
Commissioners realize that, as
with the county’s oil and gas regulations that are being copied by
other counties, Saguache County
may be leading the way in this new
regulatory endeavor. The long-term
outcome is far from certain.
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Colorado marijuana sales:
Long lines, high demand
By Lisa Cyriacks
On January 1, 2014 Colorado
became the first state to sell marijuana for recreational use. Owners of the new dispensaries around
the state reported first week retail
sales that, when added together,
were roughly $5 million.
Colorado, the first state to allow retail marijuana sales to adults
age 21 or older has projected nearly
$600 million in combined retail and
medical marijuana sales annually.
The state anticipates collecting $70
million in tax revenue in this first
year of sales.
NBC News conducted a survey of the 35 retail businesses that
opened on January 1. Eighteen of
those businesses provided numbers that indicate that during the
first month of the retail marijuana
economy, $1.24 million in tax revenue went to the state coffers. Full
tax collection numbers are not yet
available but given this data, sales
for the month of January likely
reached into the tens of millions
dollars.
Business owners estimate
that if current sales continue,
February’s daily tax haul could be
close to $250,000 a day from retail
marijuana businesses. With the
addition of retail shops, cultivation
facilities, edible businesses and
testing labs, the tax revenue generated by the industry could likely
exceed the lawmakers’ estimates
for the first year of business.
Colorado’s Marijuana Enforcement Division has approved
348 licenses for recreational marijuana businesses, and 136 of those
licenses are for retail stores.
Keeping pot within Colorado’s
regulated medical marijuana system initially and within the state’s
borders are among requirements
the U.S. Department of Justice has
laid out to avoid a clampdown under federal law, which still outlaws
the drug.
Only licensed retail marijuana stores may legally sell retail
marijuana. Medical marijuana still
requires a red card, which can only
be obtained by Colorado residents
with a recommendation from a doctor that a patient suffers a debilitating medical condition that may
benefit from medical marijuana.
For more information about medical marijuana, please contact the
Colorado Department of Public
Health and Environment.

Colorado resident adults age
21 and older can purchase and possess up to one ounce of retail marijuana, non-residents visiting Colorado can purchase up to 1/4 ounce.
Possession rules are the same for
all retail marijuana types including edibles.
Retail marijuana is intended
for personal, private use and may
not be consumed in public places.
Public places include but are not
limited to schools, sporting and
music venues, parks, playgrounds,
sidewalks, transportation facilities, outdoor and rooftop cafes. Beyond these rules, it is up to local
municipalities to define their own
rules.
It is illegal to smoke at indoor
public locations like bars, restaurants and common areas in buildings in Colorado, including tobacco
smoke, since the Colorado Clean
Indoor Air Act went into effect tin
2006.
It is also illegal to consume
marijuana on federal lands.
Marijuana social clubs and
coffee shops are not permitted under the new rules.
Marijuana can be carried in
cars, but not in an open container
and cannot cross state boundaries.
It is illegal to use or consume marijuana in a motor vehicles and it is
illegal to drive under the influence
of marijuana, and could result in a
DUI, just like alcohol.
While you can grow marijuana for yourself, there are limits
on the number of plants per household. Only marijuana grown in the
state by licensed growers can legally be sold in retail outlets.
Penalties for violating the
new marijuana rules can result in
a possible jail or prison sentence.
Schools, universities and employers are allowed to put in place
their own disciplinary actions for
marijuana-related infractions.
Contrary to what many think,
the Justice Department has not
granted immunity for pot sales or
for growing marijana in Colorado.
The attorney general has simply
issued a guidance memo to its regional prosecutors, advising them
not to interfere with marijuana
commerce as long it adheres to
state law and meets certain other
conditions. That memo includes a
bold disclaimer saying that nothing
in it “provides a legal defense to a
violation of federal law.”
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by Deputy Clerk
Gretchen Nelson
April 1 Municipal election: Important notice for permanent mail-in voters
A municipal election to elect
four Trustees will be held on Tuesday, April 1; Town of Crestone
registered voters may cast their
ballots at Town Hall between 7am
and 7pm.
Important notice for permanent mail-in voters: Due to legislative changes to Colorado’s election
laws, the state is no longer identifying permanent mail-in voters.
If you wish to cast your vote by
mail, you must complete an application for an absentee ballot by
March 28, 2014. Absentee ballot
applications are available at the
town hall; please call Gretchen at

www.crestoneeagle.com

256-4313 if you would like the absentee ballot application mailed to
you. Also, if you have moved to the
town in the last 2 years, make sure
you have changed your address at
the county clerk’s office, or change
it online at govotecolorado.com.
New ordinances
The board of trustees has
been discussing ways to reduce
bear encroachments in the town
for many months. At the February
2014 meeting, they adopted Ordinance No. 2014-001, an ordinance
requiring bear-proof dumpsters for
food businesses within the town of
Crestone.
Ordinance
No.
2014-002
was adopted which extends the
moratorium on the operation of
marijuana cultivation facilities,
marijuana product manufacturing

As You Go About Your Day, Please Remember . . .
Support

The Ripples You Create Today

Crestone Youth Plaza
By Shopping At The

CYP THRIFT STORE
Bring About the Changes for Tomorrow

On the corner of Alder & Galena
(719) 256-5500

Carrie Allen shows off her yummy treats to potential patrons at the Post Office on Feb.
13, just in time for Valentine’s Day. 	
photo by Lori Nagel

facilities, marijuana testing facilities or retail marijuana stores in
Crestone until February 11, 2015.
New resolutions
The trustees adopted Resolution 002-2014 supporting a grant
application for the Crestone Charter School to Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) for the completion of
the bouldering garden and outdoor
classroom.
The constitutional
amendment which created GOCO,
which is funded by lottery proceeds, only allows municipalities
and counties to apply for GOCO
grants.
Resolutions 003-2014 and
004-2014 provided clarification to
the Town of Crestone Personnel
Handbook, changed the amount of

personal leave time, and provided
a one-time waiver to certain hiring
provisions.
New planning commissioner
Town resident Joe Michalak
has been appointed by Mayor Danforth as a planning commissioner.
Staff changes
Kris Boberek, who has provided park maintenance and custodial services to the town for the
past 13 years, is moving on and
has given notice that she is ending her position with the town.
We will miss Kris and wish her the
best on her new journey. Thank
you Kris for your dedicated and
joyous service to the town!
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Members listen to Chris Botz, Baca fire dept. assistant chief explain the working relationship between Crestone and Baca fire departments. It was a full house as 110 community
members attended a meeting at the POA Hall to discuss what’s happening with the Baca fire department and explore solutions. This was not an official POA meeting. Board
members Russell Schreiber and Matie Belle Lakish called for a special meeting, but members Fuller, Garnett and McDonald chose not to attend so there wasn’t a quorum available.
Another well attended community meeting happened on Feb. 24 to formulate action points to take to the POA board. 					
 photo by Philip Tarlow

Well attended Feb.13 POA meeting inspires much participation
by Earl W. Sutherland
The Board of Directors of the
Baca Grande Property Owners Association (POA) held its regular semimonthly meeting on February 13. All
members of the board were present,
and during the evening 93 individuals swelled the audience. The meeting began just after 5pm and was
adjourned to an executive session at
about 8:45pm.
There was dispute about the
content of the agenda insofar as many
members had requested that items
involving the fire department and an
insurance issue (for this see The Crestone Eagle, January, 2014) be placed
on the agenda. Director Schreiber
strongly argued for this, but it was
defeated by a 3 to 2 vote. Community
Manager Ecklund said in an earlier
email that General Counsel Schweisow had urged that these topics
be removed from the agenda and allocated to the members’ forum, which
occurs at the end of the meeting.
Subjects discussed in the members’
forum do not enter the official record,
and are not in the minutes.
Saguache County Sheriff Mike
Norris spoke to the issue of placing one of his deputies to live in the
Crestone area, prompted by several
burglaries in the Baca. Sheriff Norris
reported the principal suspects were
either in jail or under warrant, to the
audience’s enthusiastic approval. A
deputy lived in the Baca some years
ago. Crestone is considered “high
rent” compared with other parts of
the county. Previously $450-500/mo.
was provided by the POA. Such an
officer would be absent most of the
time as he/she would be one of only
eight officers to cover the entire county, larger than the state of Rhode Island. A resident officer could rapidly
respond if here in town. Three deputies currently live in the Moffat area.
Audience response was mixed. The
extra expense can be guesstimated as
about $2 per lot per year. The matter
remains under consideration.
Kyle Grote presented an imaginative proposal for a miniature
(“putt-putt”) golf course near the golf
clubhouse. He sought and received
approval to proceed with conceptual
development. He expects that he will
raise funds himself for its construction and maintenance and the facility
would become an amenity owned by
the POA.
Chairman Charlie Summers of
the Environmental and Architectural
Committee (E&AC) sought direction on the next step for two blighted
properties recalcitrant to all efforts
to encourage their mitigation. Director Garnett was not optimistic about
the few options, but felt that turning

the cases over to an attorney was our
best hope. Mr. Summers expressed
the dismay of many in the audience of
the seeming ineffectiveness of policies
enforcing the rules of the governing
documents to which we all subscribe.
The members’ forum, which was
permitted by the board to last well
over an hour, was entirely devoted to
fire department issues. While some
members of the board had previously
expressed doubt that there was any
dispute about the fire department to
be resolved, the intensity of passion
among the members present bespoke
a perception that the functioning
of this emergency service had been
threateningly diminished by recent
and past actions of the board of directors. Acting Fire Chief Jack Johnson patiently explained the situation
as he saw it: There are a dozen new
recruits who will start training this
week from the beginning and there
are mutual aid agreements and automatic response protocols in place with
Northern Saguache Co. Fire Protection District (NSCFPD). An important question asked of Chief Johnson
was whether NSCFPD firemen could
use POA equipment, something the
POA board has refused to firemen
of the Crestone Emergency Services
District (CrESD). Chief Johnson immediately agreed that they could,
even should, but the POA board was

inconclusive in its response to this
question.
Although emotions were high,
speakers pointed fingers only a few
times and only once was a board
member booed for his comments.
Most speakers exhibited considerable
eloquence or at least rhetoric.
Several main themes were
expressed:
1. Foremost, the concern that
fire is the number one threat to our
well-being. Prevention of a devastating fire should lie in the direction of
too much time/money/effort rather
than too little. Some major fire insurance companies consider this an
area of high risk, especially considering the effects of drought and climate
change. Fire insurance has been refused or its cost greatly increased.
2. Stable management of the
fire department is a major need of the
volunteers. This could be achieved either by a (nearly independent) Advisory Council within the POA, staffed
in part by individuals skilled in firerelated issues (e.g., some of the four
former fire chiefs still living in the
community); or, through CrESD, the
quasi-governmental body recently
overwhelmingly approved by the voters here. Given their lack of salary
and exposure to hazards, the key remuneration for our volunteers is our
respect. The feeling that this is lack-

ing has been a major cause of defection to NSCFPD. They want to continue to work together because of the
esprit de corps instilled by former fire
chiefs and their shared experiences.
3. Since the emergency services
district is likely the best answer to the
current problems, according to Director Lakish, resolution of the equipment/fire house access issue is paramount. Several speakers presented
evidence that both asset transfer and
leasing were in principle fairly easy
to negotiate within our governing
documents and a willing board of directors.
Another special meeting was
planned for Monday, Feb. 17 at 6pm
at the POA building.
Following the members’ forum
the board dissolved into executive
session. From this emerged two resolutions relating to legal matters. Two
lawsuits have been filed by Janie
Thomas, Bruce McDonald, Nigel
Fuller, and Diane Dunlap against
Russell Schreiber, Treat Suomi, and
William Folk. The POA is involved in
both lawsuits, so the board of directors must confer with an attorney regarding these. The group which confers is called the litigation committee.
The committee for the first lawsuit
(which was dismissed on technical
reasons) is Director Bob Garnett
and Director Matie Belle Lakish. The
“committee” for the second, currently
active, lawsuit consists only of Director Bob Garnett.

Community met Feb. 17 & 24 to discuss Baca fire dept.
by Earl W. Sutherland
The POA Hall was filled Monday, Feb. 17, with 110 residents attending a meeting scheduled only four
days before and announced cancelled
earlier in the day by POA Community Manager Ecklund. It was not an
official Special Meeting of the Board
of Directors; only directors Schreiber
and Lakish were there. The meeting
was facilitated by Pamela Ramadei
and notes recorded by Kate Steichen.
The meeting began at 6pm and went
until 8:15.
Interim Baca Fire Chief Jack
Johnson assessed the current state of
his team’s preparedness. He now has
some ten volunteers, six experienced,
four just starting, but with at least
large-truck-driving experience and
some understanding of hydraulics.
He acknowledges that all the requisite skills “will take a while”. Chris
Botz, Assistant Fire Chief, reinforced
the solidity of the mutual aid agreements with NSCFPD. He reported
that in meetings with that district’s
board, Chief Ben Brack offered the
availability of personnel and resources of the town of Crestone and
the rest of the district to the Baca.

Although in the Feb. 13 POA board
meeting Chief Johnson seemed to
say that town of Crestone (NSCFPD)
firefighters could operate Baca equipment, he now notes that his Baca
staff can drive the trucks. It was,
thus, not clear if the town of Crestone
firefighting staff would have access to
the fire trucks. Botz said that former
Baca volunteers could use their old
Personal Protective Equipment and
that there was an accessible lockbox
at the fire station. Uncertainties remain. Mark Jacobi did point out that,
still, the primary responsibility of the
NSCFPD is to its own members, so
the nearby Crestone facility could be
unavailable in unusual circumstances. Kizzen Laki provided a useful history of why the Baca had not joined
the NSCFPD in the past. She said
there were concerns that Baca equipment could be transferred elsewhere
in the greater district and that there
was a need for a local board overseeing the department.
Despite these evidences of the
availability of a level of fire protection, Rich Jewett, an insurance adjuster, described a grimmer story. He
reported that some companies aren’t

insuring (for fire) here at all. Cancellation of policies can happen abruptly. Assistant Chief Botz strongly
urged residents to fire-mitigate their
homes. His experience in large fires
was that only fire-defensible homes
are vigorously defended by firefighters, since the others are often not salvageable. Botz’s plan for community
fire mitigation focuses on the Baca’s
periphery, including federal lands. In
response to a question about the dangers of a fire originating in the forests
above us, Botz observed that fires
much prefer to ascend rather than go
down hill and can, therefore, generally be more easily contained. About
ten years ago a plan for fire mitigation was commissioned of Jim Webb,
but it is uncertain where that document is.
Why did Baca firefighters resign?
David Harper, a long-time former volunteer, noted that although
at one point 20 of 22 members had
resigned, representing a considerable
investment of POA money and resources, the POA board never asked
why, nor was there any effort, he said,
continued on page 16

Page 10 • The Crestone Eagle • March, 2014

www.crestoneeagle.com

Plein Air painter David Montgomery
returns as Shumei’s featured artist

Crestone Artisans
Gallery welcomes
new artist
Curtis Killorn
by Robin Rosenberg
Crestone Artisan’s Gallery is
a member supported cooperative of
25 local and regional artists. The
gallery shows a wide variety of fine
art and craft mediums including
paintings in oil, water color and
acrylic, jewelry, pottery, wood, photography, textiles, handmade paper,
sculpture, leather and glass.
We would like to welcome Salida artist Curtis Killorn to our membership. Curtis has extensive experience in illustration and graphic
design. His original work of pen &
ink and watercolor combines sacred
geometry with natural landscapes,
sometimes with written messages or quotes. His images evoke a
sense of the sacred mystery that
surrounds us and connects us to the
earth. Curtis is currently showing
prints on canvas. “Transformation
is what I have been experiencing
in my life for the past couple years
in a very profound and mysterious
way. Ways that I cannot fully communicate. My art is full of fantasy

Wed - Sat: 11-5
CornerMon,
of Cottonwood
& Galena
Sunday:
10
4
in Downtown Crestone
Closed
Tuesdays
719-256-5280

Thank
YouHours
Crestone!
March
November
Hours
September
14th11 - 4
Wednesday
- Sunday

Reception
2 - 411-5
pm
Open
Daily
Closed
Monday
& Tuesday
meet the
artists, refreshments
& music
Closed
Tuesdays
Crestone Artisans Gallery
represents 24 local artists & craftspersons
Crestone
Artisans Gallery
Thank You for shopping locally!

719.256.5280

Corner
of Cottonwood
& Galena
represents
24 local artisans

downtown
Crestone
& craftpersons.

Join us for our
Winterfest Reception
Dec. 6th, 2-4 pm
a place to gather, to browse, to explore,
to reach out, to find great literature and good reads
in historic downtown Salida

The art of Curtis Killorn, a new member of
the Crestone Artisans Gallery.

and whimsy yet there is a truth to
the work that resonates with me in
all that I do. My use of sacred geometry is to reflect the simplicity
of form with the universal meaning these symbols represent. I am
grateful that I can share my art
with you and hope that it will bring
you joy” says the artist. Please stop
by the gallery to see this new and
innovative work.
Members from Crestone Artisans Gallery attended the first
meeting of the Crestone Creative
District on Feb. 17 and are excited
to participate in this new community project. We encourage anyone
who is involved in the creative arts,
cultural organizations and local
business to please consider lending
your skills and knowledge to help us
get this off the ground! The mission
of CCD is to bring economic development to Crestone through arts
and culture. Future meetings will
be posted in the Eagle and around
town. A worthwhile community endeavor, everyone is welcome!
March hours will be Wednesday through Sunday, 11am to 4pm,
closed on Monday & Tuesday. We
would like to thank all of you who
supported us throughout the past
year and shopped locally!

St. Patrick’s Day Special

Monday, March 17th
ONLY
Any item with the

color green = 15% off!
135 F Street

David Montgomery will have
his work on display at the Shumei
Gallery in Crestone for the month
of March. A symposium with David
will be held on Sunday March 16
starting at 3pm. A reception will
follow.
David Montgomery has been
creating art since he was a small
child and has continued with this
passion throughout his life. He received a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in painting from Colorado
State University after enjoying art
programs in public schools. He has
been living and painting in the San
Luis Valley of Southern Colorado for
over thirty-five years.
David art work has been
shaped by the monumental vistas
and pristine environs of this rural
area at the headwaters of the Rio
Grande and along the Continental
Divide.
Montgomery shares his love of
these western spaces with his plein
air pieces as well as larger studio
landscapes. He has taken art trips
to Europe and the sub-tropics of
America, widening his imagery
while pushing his artistic envelope.
Montgomery also pursues studies
in human figure rendition.
Montgomery was given national recognition by American Artist magazine which has featured
him in two articles. As part of a
joint project with American Artist
magazine, the Forbes Magazine
Corporation invited Montgomery to
their corporate estate in Balleroy,
Normandy for a week of painting. He has exhibited twice in the
Forbes Gallery in New York City.
He has been selected and invited to
many nationally acclaimed shows
such as Art for the Parks, Salon
International, and the Governor’s
Invitational Art Show and Sale of
Colorado.
Montgomery is affiliated with
the Plein Air Artists of Colorado

and the Plein Air Painters of New
Mexico.
His paintings can be seen by
appointment in his Alamosa studio;
the Frame Shop, Creede; Earthwood Gallery, Boulder; Earthwood

“Along the Creek” plein air oil on linen
20x16 by David Montgomery

Collections, Estes Park; the Gallery at the Windsor, Del Norte and
Copper Moon Gallery in Taos, New
Mexico
Meet with David and learn
more about his work on Sunday,
March 16, 3 to 5pm. This event is
free to the public. Please visit www.
shumeicrestone.org or call 256-5284
for more information. The Shumei
gallery is open every day 9 to 5pm.

Radiant Flow

Massage
+ Reflexology
+ Aquatics
Massage
& Yoga Therapy

CynthiaL.L.
Nielsen
Cynthia
Nielsen
LMTLMT
RYT

“Touch that reaches the heart
and settles the mind.”

719.298.0360
719.298.0360
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Monte Vista Crane Festival
to happen March 7-9

The popular group Chimney Choir performs March 21

Live music comes to ‘The Cloud
Station’—Chimney Choir & Ark
Life play March 21 in Crestone
Elephant Cloud Market and
Crestone welcome The Cloud Station, a new music venue, into the
200 Cottonwood building.
Cloud Station will debut on
March 21 with returning favorites
Chimney Choir, a five-piece Denverbased band. The band is fresh from
their tour of US, Germany, Holland
and Belgium with the recently released album Compass. Chimney
Choir has performed alongside The
Lumineers, Paper Bird and Pokey
LaFarge. The band combines banjo,
fiddle, guitar, piano, and three-part
harmony that results in a enchanting and haunting performance that
is impossible to to pin down to one
genre. Their unique and engaging style is layered with electronic
drones, field recordings, and conversational rhythms played on
junk percussion.
“We’re establishing dreamlike environments where the audience can’t really tell the show from
reality after a certain point.” says
David Rynhart, guitarist/vocalist.

Also featuring with Chimney
Choir, The Cloud Station introduces Ark Life, western soul rock &
roll also hailing form Denver. Ten
months old and 90 shows in, the
garage-soul upstarts Ark Life have
toured coast-to-coast, sharing stages with Ringo Starr, Gregory Alan
Isakov, PHOX, The Moondoggies
and many more. A mile high rock
& roll ocean, equal parts mischief
and heartthrob, Ark Life spent fall
2013 recording its debut album
with Eric D. Johnson of Fruit Bats
in the producer’s seat, with an eye
towards a spring 2014 release.
Come enjoy these two stellar
bands on March 21 at 8 pm. Tickets for this event will be sold in
advance at elephantcloudmarket.
com/station and in person at Elephant Cloud Market for $12/$15 at
the door. The grand opening of The
Cloud Station is just the beginning
as the venue continues to be developed. Keep your eyes and ears open
for many shows to come.

CLOUD
STATION

by Mary Lowers
A sight to behold in the SLV is the Greater and Lesser Sand Hill
Cranes that migrate through the area each spring and fall as they have for
thousands of years. The Thirty-First Annual Monte Vista Crane Festival,
Celebrating Spring in the Valley of the Cranes, held this year on March
7-9, celebrates and educates locals and tourists alike on these and other
riparian residents. The four-foot-tall Greater Sandhill Crane with its sixfoot wing span has been honored in the area for at least 2,000 years, as
petroglyphs on cliffs south of Monte Vista will attest.
The festival hosts tours as well as presentations by wildlife experts,
local naturalists and biologists. All three days of the event include tours
around sunrise or sunset to observe the 20,000 Greater Sand Hill Cranes
and the 1,500 Lesser Sand Hill Cranes in the fields around Monte Vista.
Raptor tours to observe and learn about eagles, hawks, owls and other
large birds of prey that fly our high country skies will also be organized
Saturday and Sunday. On Saturday a general Birding Tour will set out
around Home Lake near the Veterans Center.
Saturday will include educational workshops at the Monte Vista Middle School and Ski-Hi Building. In the morning Baca National Wildlife Refuge Manager Ron Garcia will speak on “The Making of a Wildlife Refuge”.
Early in the afternoon, author and historian Stuart R. Bryan will lecture
on the “Fatal Fourth Expedition of John C. Fremont (1848-1849)” and later
in the afternoon Gail Garber of Hawks Aloft will talk about the “Owls of
North America”.
Activities on the lighter side of the festival schedule include a popular
crafts fair, a pancake breakfast for birders, and a dance. The time for all
these features of crane celebration, and a registration form you can print is
found online at www.cranefest.com. More information and registration for
tours (which are paid for by donation) can also be found on this website or
by calling the festival Monday through Thursday 10am to 4pm at 719-8523553. The registration and payment deadline for events is March 4 for this
rite of spring in the valley.

The Bliss Café

Pizzeria, Bistro & Gift Shop

Hotel Now Open!!!
M a ke d i n n e r e a s y
G ra b d i n n e r o r P i z z a to G o ! !

Open 7 days a week from 8am-10pm
Serving food until 9:00 256-6400

the

presents live

Chimney
Choir
and
Ark
Life
MARCH 21 8 p.m.
ST

tickets $12 @ elephantcloudmarket.com/station
STORE HOURS Mon-Sat 8-6 Sun 9-6 Tue & Thu till 8!
or in person at Elephant Cloud Market, $15 at the door

719. 588. 1278

elephant
cloud
M A R K E T

FRESH PRODUCE 4X A WEEK
Enjoy an abundant variety of organic and locally sourced
Sign up
fora wide range of high quality, organic dry
produce
and
weekly
goods. “what’s
New in the store: bulk herbs and spices!
fresh”
email
NOW
ACCEPTING
EBT CARDS AND SNAP BENEFITS.
updates.
STORE HOURS Mon-Sat 8-6 Sun 9-6 Tue & Thu till 8!

719. 496. 0966

elephantcloudmarket.com
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“What Inspires You?”
That is what the Middle School Documentary
Film Festival asks at Crestone Charter School
Join us in the Rainbow Room of the Crestone Charter School on
March 27 from 6:30-8:30pm for the Middle School Documentary Film
Festival. Showcasing student work on a variety of topics from “How to
Survive in the Woods” to “Local Arts”, the event will also include professional guest artists. Tickets are available at the door for a $5 suggested
donation.
Starting with challenging questions on subjects that inspire them,
students have been involved in all aspects of producing short documentaries from idea through production, post production, editing and planning the film festival.
“Getting to visit the Search and Rescue team in Salida was one
of the best parts of the school year,” said Isabella, one of the 8th grade
documentary makers.

Saguache County Health Fair April 4
The Annual Saguache County Health Fair will be held on Friday,
April 4 at the Center Head Start building at 301 East 3rd Street. The
Health Fair will be from 7 to 11am.
There will be several screenings/displays provided free of charge,
including hearing, vision screening, blood sugar testing, and much,
much more.
The San Juan Lab will be available to do low-cost blood work. The
following blood tests will be available at the Health Fair:
26 Blood Chemistry Profile:
$30.00
Prostatic Antigen (PSA):		
$25.00
Hemoglobin A1C:			$15.00
Vitamin D Level:			
$40.00
Complete Blood Cell Count:
$15.00
For best results, please fast for 12 hours prior to the Health Fair.
Please do not fast if you are a diabetic.
If you have any questions about the Health Fair or if you would like
to volunteer, please call 754-3191, 754-2773, or 655-2533.

www.crestoneeagle.com

Stewart to present slide show
& book signing March 6
Local author Jampa Mackenzie Stewart will present a free slide
show, book signing and public talk, “Longchenpa,” at Elephant Cloud
Studio (formerly Jillian’s Studio) on Thursday, March 6 at 7pm. Jampa’s
newest book, The Life of Longchenpa: The Omniscient Dharma King of
the Vast Expanse was just released in February by Shambhala/ Snow
Lion.
The slide show will feature Tibetan thangka paintings and line
drawings, as well as photos of the sacred sites where Longchenpa lived,
taught and practiced in retreat.
Longchenpa (1308-1364) was one of the greatest masters ever
to appear in Tibet. His birth was prophesied by Guru Rinpoche Padmasambhava as one who would spread the teachings of the Great Perfection, or Dzogchen, which he indeed accomplished in an unparalleled
way. Although he only lived to the age of 55, in that short time he wrote
over 300 books, prayer texts and meditation manuals that are still used
today. He founded over ten monasteries in Bhutan and Tibet and was
the teacher of kings, yet still spent most of his life in mountain meditation retreat.
CREATIVE HEALTH CENTER, LLC

Daniel Terres, N.D.
Naturopathic & Iridology Consults
Cleanse, Detox & Homeopathy
Nutrition, Herbology & Biofeedback

Vinette Terres

Counseling, couples & individuals
Mediation, NLP, Trauma, Grief
CranioSacral Therapy & Massage

719.256.4370

The Life of Longchenpa
A Public Talk & Slide Show
by local author Jampa Stewart

WHEN: Thursday, March 6. 7pm
WHERE: Elephant Cloud Studio
(behind former E.C. location)
HOW MUCH: Free
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HAPS

Emergency training

The Friends of the San Luis
Valley National Wildlife Refuges
will hold their regular monthly
meeting on Wednesday, March 5
at 7pm in the downstairs meeting
room at the Carnegie Public Library in Monte Vista. All members
and the public are invited to attend.
For more information, please contact Tim Armstrong at 852-2452.

The American Red Cross is
seeking volunteers in Saguache
County communities. Volunteers
can learn how to assist a family after a house fire, how to set up and
run emergency shelters, and more.
The trainings are completed online,
so they can be done on a person’s
own time. Red Cross also requires
a background check. Bill Werner is
the SLV Coordinator for the American Red Cross and is the only Red
Cross worker based in San Luis
Valley now; our reliance on a volunteer pool is that much more critical
as a result.
Please contact Bill Werner,
Disaster Program Manager, 719588-5812, bill.werner@redcross.org.

Barn dance March 15

Daily prayers

Friends of the SLV National
Wildlife Refuges to convene

There will be a barn dance,
Saturday, March 15 at the Lodge at
Saguache (just south of Saguache
on 285 on west side of road) from
7 to 9pm. “The Seat of the Pants
String Band” will provide live music. All are welcome.

Crestone Baca Watershed
Council educational event
March 16

The Crestone Baca Watershed Council will meet at South
Crestone Park at 2pm on March
16. From there we will visit various local greenbelt sites. Everyone is welcome and encouraged to
come. Please brings cameras and/
or something sacred to give to
Mother Earth.
Crestone Baca Watershed
Council also announces the kickoff of a new Facebook page called
Our Beautiful Greenbelts, to share
photos and videos of the beauty
and diversity of our greenbelts and
our neighbors: the plants, flowers,
animals, trees, light, raindrops,
creeks, insects, moss, and other
aquatic wonders.

Company of Players seeks
scripts for May production
of “Radio Daze”

The Company of Players is
soliciting scripts for its May 17
and 18 production, a benefit for
and at the Charter School to help
pay for the school’s annual trips.
The show, structured around a
radio program format, features
a Crestone version of Garrison
Keillor’s “Prairie Home Companion”. The company welcomes
submissions of any kind, generally four to eight minutes long,
of whatever material Crestone
writers submit: comedy, mystery,
poems, essays, gently or otherwise satirical views of Crestone
life, interviews . . . your imagination is the limit.
The company intends to record this live radio show, edit as
necessary, and replay on KZRA.
April 5 is the deadline for
submission. Please submit by
email or in writing to Ammi
Kohn
(newammi2011@yahoo.
com), Dean Lloyd (acutone1@yahoo.com), and Findley West (finrob@fairpoint.net., POB 759).
Submission does not guarantee acceptance. Writers will
be acknowledged in the program
guide and may be asked if they
want to be on the air.

Did you know there are people here praying for you personally every day? There is a group
doing violet flame every morning
on a conference call for tranformation of life, the community and
world. plantlady59@gmail.com to
email your prayer requests or join
in. Writing it down is powerful too.
Mail prayer requests to: c/o Casa del
Soul, Box 208, Crestone 81131. Or
there is a dedicated prayer request
box outside of Cheyenne’s acupuncture clinic at the Casa del Soul.

Shumei Free Movie

Please note the new day and
time, March 15, Saturday, 3pm!
Shumei Free Movie hosts Surviving
Progress. This bracing documentary
considers whether human “progress” stemming from the Industrial Age could be paving the way
for civilization’s collapse. The film
asks a range of thinkers whether
the modern world might be headed
for a “progress trap.” Refreshments
provided, 256-5284.

Attention Saguache County
Republicans

The Republican caucus will be
held Tuesday March 4 at 7pm.
Pre,cinct 1 will be held at the
Saguache County Courthouse in the
upstairs courtroom. Precinct 2 will
meet at the Tomichi Trading Post in
Sargents. Precincts 3, 4 & 5 at the
Moffat School. Precincts 6 & 7 will
be in the auditorium at the Center
School. If you are unsure of your
precinct please call Mike Cowan in
Saguache at 655-6202 or Richard
Drake in Moffat at 256-4215.
As a reminder, the caucus is
where we vote on delegates to the
county assembly to be held on Saturday, March 15 at the Saguache
County Road and Bridge conference room in Saguache. Delegates
to the county assembly will then
be eligible for nomination to the
State Assembly to be held at the
Coors Events Center on the campus of the University of Colorado
in Boulder on Friday, April 11 and
Saturday, April 12. We will also select the chairman and vice chairman for each precinct to sit on the
central committee. These two chair
persons represent important voting positions to establish party policy for the next two years. Please
plan to attend. This promises to be
a good year for Republicans in Colorado. Remember, you only have a
voice when you get involved.

Opportunity in Saguache

Want to own your own business, and contribute to the revitalization of downtown Saguache?
And who doesn’t love ice cream and
good coffee?
Thanks to a generous grant
from the Gates Family Foundation,
and support from the Saguache County Commissioners, Saguache Works,
a 501(c)3 nonprofit corporation, has
begun renovation of a 700-square-foot
space for a future ice cream parlor,
game room and coffee shop.
The space will be completely
equipped, refurbished and ready
for lease in time for this summer’s
tourist season.
Please call 655-0216 if you are
interested in this exceptional business opportunity.

Wisdom of the Lynx

Workshop with Native American teacher and healer Láné Sáan
Moonwalker. The lynx is an important species. In the absence of the
larger predators, the lynx can help
maintain the balance and health
of an environment. Learn to build
a conscious relationship with this
exquisite creature and experience
what it has to teach us collectively
and personally.
Saturday, March 15 from 9:30
to 4:30. $75 or $140 for both workshops. To register and for location
call Dorje Root, 719-937-7786, or
dorjeroot@yahoo.com.
Bobcat Wisdom
Riparian Environment Series,
Part 7 with Láné Sáan Moonwalker.
The bobcat is our local lynx
representative. It is both solitary
and secretive.
Although it can
live around humans it will not live
amongst them. It has a great deal to
teach us about being both physically
and psychically aware. It also helps
guide us in avoiding unnecessary
conflict. The skills of the bobcat are
valuable for people in these times.
Come to this workshop and discover
the wisdom and skills of the bobcat
for yourself.
Sunday, March 16 from 9:30
to 4:30. $75 or $140 for both workshops. At the Colorado College
Conference Center. To register
call Dorje Root, 719-937-7786, or
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

Kelly and Arthur Crowley spotted a
returning bluebird on Feb. 18 and Suzie
Ryan reported seeing one on Feb. 19. It
really is spring folks!
photo by Matthew Crowley


Conservation roundtable
presents water & the refuge

The Northern San Luis Valley Conservation Roundtable
will hold its quarterly meeting
in the Colorado College Conference Center at 3pm on Wednesday, April 2. Hosted by the Baca
National Wildlife Refuge and the
Crestone Baca Land Trust, the
information-sharing meeting will
run from 3 to 4, followed by light
refreshments, then the featured
program at 4:30. Presenters will
include several authorities from
regional water agencies as well as
officials from US Fish and Wildlife. A panel will follow including knowledgeable local residents
along with the speakers, who will
respond to questions. There is no
charge for this great opportunity
to learn more about our local water issues. For more information
call Bill Sutherland at 719-2564808.

Democratic Party Precinct
Caucuses March 4 & County
Assembly March 23

Want to get involved at the
grass roots level? Participate in
your precinct caucus. Go to: http://
saguachecounty-co.gov/images/
election_2014/Saguache_Political_Maps_2014.pdf for your precinct. Working together we can
make a difference and expand our
community voice to the state level.
Questions? Contact Lynne 7549163 sheebalt@yahoo.com, David
588-6961 david.burrill@earthlink.
net, Judy 655-2320 jmarold1@
gmail.com, or Barb 719-221-8434
slvbarb498@gmail.com.
Precinct Caucuses
Tuesday, March 4 at 7pm (not
6:30) will be held at:
#1. Saguache/Villa Grove
area & #2. northwest of Saguache
to Sargents area, at the Saguache
Road & Bridge meeting room, 305
3rd St., Saguache
#3. Crestone, at the Crestone
Charter School, 330 Lime Ave.
#4. Moffat, at the Moffat
School, 501 Garfield Ave., Moffat
#5. Baca, at the Baca Grande
Property Owners Assn. (POA) Hall,
68575 County Road T
#6. Center-west & #7. Center-east, at the Kiwanis Building,
Center
The Democratic Party County
Assembly takes place Sun., March
23 at the Saguache Community
Center: noon potluck; 1pm the assembly begins

Page 14 • The Crestone Eagle • March, 2014

www.crestoneeagle.com

Community Calendar—March 2014

Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com // NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!
If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more information call us at 719-256-4956.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month. Just
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred)
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101,
Crestone CO 81131.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per

Monthly Events
Friday, February 28
• Shivaratri – Haidakhandi Unversal Ashram 10:00
pm-4:00 am babajiashram.org 719-256-4108
Saturday, March 1
• New Moon Fire Ceremony, Haidakhandi Unversal
Ashram 10am babajiashram.org 719-256-4108
Sunday, March 2
• Fellowship Sunday Crestone Baptist Church –
Crestone Baptist Church 11:00 am-12:00 pm
• Worship Service – Little Shepherd in the Hills
2:00 pm-3:00 pm
Monday, March 3
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Regular
Meeting, Crestone Town Hall 6-8pm 256-4313
Tuesday, March 4
• Democratic Party Precinct Caucuses – 7:00 pm8:30 pm 754-9163, 588-6961, 719-221-8434
Wednesday, March 5
• Nondefensive & Nonviolent Communication 10-week
class, 4:30-6:30pm $110 paulshippee.com 256-4656
• Meeting Friends of SLV Nat’l Wildlife Refuges, Carnegie Public Library, Monte Vista, 7pm, 719-852-2452
Thursday, March 6
• Rumi Study Circle. All welcome. – 4-6pm free or
by donation nurashkijerrahi.org 719-256-4290
• The Life of Longchenpa: Slide Show, Book Signing & Talk – Elephant Cloud Studio 7:00 pm-8:30
pm Free 512-291-8363
Friday, March 7
• Opening MV Crane Festival cranefest.com
• Open House – Salida Dermatology Clinic 5-7pm
www.salidadermatology.com 719-539-5338

Saturday, March 8
• MV Crane Festival cranefest.com
• Talent Show & Silent Auction – Crestone Charter
School 6:30 pm
Sunday, March 9
• MV Crane Festival cranefest.com
• Monthly Sampai, Shumei Sanctuary 10:30amnoon Free www.shumeicrestone.org 256-5284
Monday, March 10
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Regular Meeting, Crestone Town Hall 1:30-6:30pm 256-4313
Wednesday, March 12
• Veteran’s Benefits Information – Y.E.S. Building
10:00 am-4:00 pm free 719-655-2680
• Crestone End of Life Project Monthly Open Meeting, Topping House 7-9:00 pm 719.256.4247
Thursday, March 13
• Baca Grande Board of Directors meeting – Baca
Grande POA office 5pm bacapoa.org 256-4171
Friday, March 14
• Deadline Sag. Co. Sales Tax Grants applications
Saturday, March 15
• Free Monthly Movie, Shumei 3:00 pm-5:00 pm
Free www.shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284
Sunday, March 16
• Full Moon
• Full Moon Fire Ceremony, Haidakhandi Unversal
Ashram 10am www.babajiashram.org 256-4108
• CB Watershed Council visits greenbelts, S
Crestone Park, 2pm
• Symposium for painter David Montgomery, Shumei
3-5pm Free www.shumeicrestone.org 256-5284

Wednesday, March 19
• Northern Saguache County Library District Board
Meeting – Saguache Public Library 10-11:30 am
http://nscld.colibraries.org 719.655.2551
• BGPOA Environmental & Architectural meeting,
BGPOA Meeting Room 3pm bacapoa.org 256-4171
Thursday, March 20
• Spring Equinox
Sunday, March 23
• Democratic Party County Assembly – Saguache
Community Center 12:00 pm-3:00 pm
Thursday, March 27
• Baca Grande Board of Directors meeting – Baca
Grande POA office 5pm bacapoa.org 256-4171
• CCS middle School Documentary Film Fest, $5,
6:30-8:30pm
Sunday, March 30
• Spring Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) with
Daily Fire Ceremony – Haidakhandi Unversal
Ashram 10am www.babajiashram.org 256-4108
Tuesday, April 1
• Crestone Municipal Elections – Crestone Town
Hall All Day 719-256-4313
Wednesday, April 2
• Conservation Roundtable quaterly meeting, CO
College, 3pm
Thursday, April 3
• Sufi Dhikr All Welcome – 4:00 pm-6:00 pm free
or by donation nurashkijerrahi.org 719-256-4290
Friday, April 4
• Saguache County Health Fair, Center Head
Start, 7-11am, 655-2533

Daily/Weekly Events

The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.
Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
7am, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.
babajiashram.org
• Sampai & Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be
seated by 7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5284
• Tours, gallery and Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm,
256-5284
• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
6pm, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.
babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Sunday mass at Nada Carmelite Hermitage
Nada Carmelite Hermitage 9am 719 256 4778
• Dorje Trolo Practice White Jewel Mountain 10:00
am-12:00 pm no charge 719 256-5773
• Sunday School Crestone Baptist Church
Crestone Baptist Church 10:00 am
• Crestone Baptist Church Sunday service
Crestone Baptist Church 11:00 am

Monday
• Zumba Toning Birch street studio 9:00 am-10:00
am www.angela108.zumba.com 7192564040
• DanZen with Diane Birch St. Studio 10:45 am11:45 am $7 719-256-5912
• CCC “The Pack” Crestone Community Building
(Old Schoolhouse) 4-6pm Free 304-638-3743
• Belly Dance Fusion Crestone Community Bldg
(Old Schoolhouse) noon-6pm $5 719-480-0822
• Zumba Toning Birch street studio 9:00 am-10:00
am www.angela108.zumba.com 7192564040
• Folk and fiber arts Dreamweaversanctuary All
Day free will donation 719- 256-5315

Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam 5:00 pm-6:45 pm By donation shaktisharanam.com 719-256-5668

Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinements Shakti Sharanam 8:30 am-10:00 am By donation shaktisharanam.com 719-256-5668
• DanZen with Diane Birch St. Studio 10:45 am11:45 am $7 719-256-5912
• Zumba Fitness Birch street studio 9:00 am-10:00
am www.angela108.zumba.com
• Potluck & Bible Study Crestone Baptist Church 6pm
Thursday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam 5-6:45pm By donation 719-256-5668
Friday
• Zumba Fitness - abs & glutes! Birch St. Studio
9-10am www.angela108.zumba.com 7192564040
• Gentle Flow Yoga Elephant Cloud Studio 11am
719-298-0360
• Ladies’ Day Crestone Baptist Church Crestone
Baptist Church 11:00 am
Saturday
• Recycling pickup Secret Garden parking lot
10:00 am-2:00 pm By donation
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The View from Here:

A belated Crestone Valentine

Allison Ramadei bustin’ a move at the Crestone Charter School’s Valentine’s Day
Dance on February 14. 
photo by Lori Nagel

Three beautiful young ladies stop dancing for a moment to strike a pose at the Crestone Charter School Valentine’s Day Dance. 
photo by Lori Nagel

by William “Buck” Winters
(Ed.’s note: Many years ago
Buck used to write a monthly column. Then the crotchity hermit finally got cabin fever so bad he took
off “to see the world’. He’s back now
and wanting to pen a few words. Ya
never know with Buck. I’m just giving you all fair warning.)
Just returned to Lonesome
Gulch after several years’ absence.
Found it pretty much unchanged,
except for a little redecoratin’ by
local mice and squirrels. No additions, but a few deletions.
So, you might ask, what
prompted an old hermit to abandon the hermitage? Just a wee bit
of boredom, and a sense that my
boundaries might be a tad bit tight.
So, I signed on a freighter as an OS
(Ordinary Seaman) and set off for
the South Seas. Not a bad gig, as it
turned out. Jumped ship in interesting ports and did a bit of travelin’, mostly in South America. Fun
for awhile, but then the mountain
called me home.
I found Crestone quite a
bit changed, mostly for the better. How, you ask? Well, for one
thing, trips to Alamosa or Salida
are mostly unnecessary now, since
everything one needs is presently
easily available in town. Quite an
improvement, as the mice chewed

through the wirin’ on my old pickup, and I haven’t yet tackled the replacement task. Kudos to all the local merchants who saw a need and
addressed it
The mountains, thank heavens, haven’t changed a bit. Even all
those years of drought didn’t negatively impact the local ecosystem.
The mule deer are still curious and
friendly, the coyotes still silky and
beautiful, and I’ve spotted enough
mountain lion and bear tracks to
gladden an old hermit’s heart.
The community as a whole
is as diverse as ever, and I might
even find myself headin’ to town
for a coffee at The Bliss from time
to time. Incognito, of course. Never know whom you might meet.
Keeps life interestin’. Keep an eye
out. You might see me there, and
then again, you might not. There’s
always standin’ in line at the Post
Office, for catchin’ up on the news.
Too bad it doesn’t have a coffee pot!
Of course, I did note a few significant omissions. Judy DeBon’s
chocolate truffles come to mind immediately. Now there’s a niche for
someone to fill! Not an easy task.
Lookin’ forward to Cabin Fever to see the town in all of its creativity. And in the meantime, completely enjoyin’ a splendid, snowy
San Luis Valley winter.

Addante Chiropractic, PC
Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Specializing in: ®Toftness, Chiropractic, SOT, Cranial Manipulation,
Low Level Laser, Acupuncture, Five Element Acupuncture
Neuromuscular Therapy/Soft Tissue Manipulation, Extremity Adjusting,
Nutrition, Applied Kineseology, Biotherapeutic Drainage, and Saliva Testing
Dr. Julie Addante is seeing patients on Tuesdays by appointment
Baca Grande Professional Building - 43 Camino Baca Grande
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your appointment

Judie Rose and Kristen Peterson were happily greeting those who walked into the
Crestone Charter School Valentine’s Day Dance. And it looks like little Cypress is
taking advantage of the picture-taking distraction! 
photo by Lori Nagel

KATHLEEN WILLOW
PHOTO BY JENNIFER ESPERANZA

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

Nurturing Your Body
Soothing Your Mind
Nourishing Your Soul
Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage
with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

719. 256. 5469
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POA meetings
continued from page 9
at conflict resolution. John Rowe
asked Chief Johnson to call all Baca
volunteers who resigned to ask them
why they did and he agreed. The loss
of these volunteers could be seen as
crippling. No other local VFDs have
certified wildland firefighters, a major feature of our ecosystem. Director
Schreiber also expressed the, to him,
inscrutability of some of his fellow
board members’ negativity toward
the fire department. While it’s well
known (to regular attendants of POA
board meetings) that some members
of the POA board have chronically
disliked the fire department, Mikela
Tarlow observed that abrupt changes in the fire department occurred
when the two new members joined
the board last November, as though
it were a putsch.
The issue of recall of members
of the board was raised, but not much
forwarded in discussion. One questioner asked Jim Vanderpool, the
resigned equipment manager for the
Baca VFD, if firefighters would return if the “undesired” members left
the board. He opined that the fire department could not serve under any
POA board, but should be regulated
by the Crestone Emergency Services
District (CrESD). Eric Karlstrom
urged that” if it ain’t broke don’t fix
it” and illustrated this with the successful features of our fire department. Speakers countered that this
is the only privately operated fire
department in the state. Stability of
governance was viewed as crucial by
several firefighters and that doesn’t
seem possible if the department remains in the POA.
Should the structure of the
board be changed? Some said the
board is not hearing that fire prevention and control is paramount. Gayatri suggested we re-institute the
system of Carver-based governance
in our board, which delegates basic
management of employees and routine POA business to the manager
and allocates to the board broader
issues of vision and goals. Proposals
to change our governing documents
were made. It was also argued that
the board has the ability to lease the

fire equipment to, say, the CrESD,
much as it has already leased such
POA assets as the golf course, stables and library. Eli Dokson, speaking on behalf of CrESD, stated that a
ballot requesting a (less than before)
mill levy in November was totally
dependent on access (by lease) to the
equipment in the Baca; such a lease
would be made contingent on the
district receiving its requested financial support. Again, other members
of the audience suggested that the
members of the board who opposed
such access should be expelled.
The abundant energy of the
audience generated over twenty action options bearing on fire department issues. However, resolution did
not (and probably could not) occur.
Another meeting was scheduled for
Monday, Feb. 24.
February 24 meeting
Around 65 people attended the
February 24. In the second of the
two community meetings, home
owners concerned about the approaching fire season approved a
list of demands to be presented to
the Baca Grande POA board, whose
three-man majority control of the
board prompted the resignation of
20 of the 22 fire fighters that were
active in October.
The list, to be written up by
the facilitators (Kate Steichen and
Pamela Ramadei) will petition the
board, in so many words, to:
– consider a pledge to lease the
unique private department’s firehous, trucks and other fire-fighting
equipment to the Crestone Emergency Services District district, if
and when it wins funding in another election.
– address immediate fire protection dangers and put responses
in writing.
– obtain legal counsel to begin the process of revising POA
bylaws—and perhaps opting out of
any state law—that require an extraordinary majority of all property
owners to transfer subdivision property or to make any changes to the
governing documents.
– enter into conflict resolution
in order to get fire-fighting volunteers who left the Baca Grande Fire
Department to return.

Local and Organic food

Largest Bulk Foods selection in the San Luis Valley

Gluten Free and Dairy Free Products

Great Selection of Natural Supplements & Vitamins

5% Off on Sunday March 9 &
Sunday March 23
when you mention this AD
Open Mon-Sat 8:00-7:00
Sunday 11:00-5:00
Everyone is Welcome!
All Major Credit Cards and EBT Accepted

www.crestoneeagle.com

Marcia Heusted and Bob Daly. 				

photo by Saralee Perel

Bob’s balancing is no act—healing
help from Crestone’s Marcia Heusted
by Saralee Perel
When my husband, Bob, is unhappy, it breaks my heart.
So I did what most conventional, predictable people do. I took him
to a Quantum Field Healing séance,
oops, I mean session, to have his energy fields balanced. Doesn’t everybody do that?
I called my friend, Crestone’s
noted healer, Marcia Heusted. She
knew I was clueless about cockamamie, I mean alternative therapies.
The night before the appointment, I dreamed we crept into Marcia’s dark, crypt-like dungeon. Walls
were flanked by spider webs hanging like thick wet ropes. Tall black
candles oozed hot blood-red liquid.
There was the smell of century-old
monk robes and century-old monks.
Bob woke me. He doesn’t sleep
well when I scream.
“Cancel it, Bob. Marcia will
levitate you and make you speak in
tongues—in Yiddish!”
“Saralee, I’m not canceling.”
“You’ll be channeling a Jewish
Dorothy. You’ll chant, ‘Latkes and
blintzes and borscht. Oy vey!’”
That next day, we met with Marcia. Her room was brilliantly lit with
sunlight. She was radiant and welcoming, like my favorite counselor at
summer camp. She offered us tea.
“Don’t drink that potion, Bob,”
I whispered. “You’ll die.”
Having no knowledge of Bob,
much less his depression of late, she
asked him no questions.
I don’t know why I shielded
myself from faith. When Marcia
spoke of trusting the universe, I remained distant.
Bob stretched out on her table.
In gentle flowing motions, she moved
her hands above his body, stopping
at times. I never asked what she
was doing. I’ve known Marcia for 20
years. We trust each other unconditionally.
At the end, Bob slowly sat up.

He kept his eyes closed, feeling a
new sensation of peace. He said to
Marcia, “When you look at me, you
see a different person than anyone
else does. I feel more content than
I have in years.” He cried tears of
relief and freedom when he said,
“Something has changed.”
I felt an astonishing realization: A far-reaching healing had occurred.
And so, Bob is no longer burdened with heavy sadness. Did the
experience change him? Yes. How? I
don’t know. Does that matter?
I believe that Marcia is an intuitive, a word she says with shyness. She has a gift I do not understand. But I saw a change. No doubt
about it.
In that, I have complete faith.
For months, Bob had stopped
doing the things he enjoyed. He lost
interest in planning his summer
garden, specialty cooking and taking photos of our pets. Although he’s
won 14 blue ribbons at the county
fair, he stopped baking.
But today there are seed packets strewn throughout the shed. My
email is full of new pictures of our
dog and cats.
And this morning I awoke to
the heavenly aroma of homemade
zucchini bread.
Marcia Heusted, the founder of
Energy Medicine SLV has offices in
both Crestone and Alamosa, CO. She
is a naturopathic consultant, state
registered massage therapist and
gifted medical/energetic intuitive.
As an intuitive available for personal
readings, she is able to follow energy systems in and around the body
and then use vibrational frequency
medicine, energy realignments and
naturopathy to restore balance. Marcia’s website is: www.energymedicineslv.com. She provides on-site
sessions as well as remote healing
through telephone consultations. She
can be reached at 719-588-0208 or at
collcrestone@gmail.com.

Marta C. Shoman, M.A. , C.N.A.
Providing Support and Assistance with Geriatric and
Home-based Care

Elder-friendly Care-provider offers
• ongoing care monitoring • aging-in-place • advocacy
Experience includes home-care for people with Dementia,
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and in End-of-Life transitions.

~ Master’s Degree in Contemplative Psychotherapy ~
CNA - Certified Nursing Assistant. Colorado DORA # 743047

www.martashoman.com

Contact: Mobile: 719-937-1292 Email: martashoman@gmail.com
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Who We Are

Lisa Bodey: Providing an authentic,
creative space for Crestone teens
by Gussie Fauntleroy
Sitting in her car in southside Chicago, Lisa Bodey pulled a
baseball cap low over her forehead,
leaned the driver’s seat back and
cranked up the hip-hop music. She
was 24, taking a couple of African
American teenage girls home from
the after-school program she’d
started and was running at a city
park bordered by two gangs. She
was naïve, but smart enough to
know she didn’t want to stand out
in a dangerous neighborhood. It
was Lisa’s first job running a youth
program, but far from her last. Yet

service opportunities, and special
events planned and run by the
teens. In 2013, almost 70 young
people took part in CCC’s Youth
Workforce program, earning a combined total of $24,000. After Worker’s Compensation and liability insurance, 90% of that went directly
to young people for work ranging
from construction, snow shoveling,
moving, painting, and landscaping
to pet sitting, computer assistance,
and solar energy apprenticeships.
On the fun side, CCC activities include field trips, teen-run art
and music festivals, and the promotion of local youth
DJs and bands.
In a community
where otherwise
very little exists
for staving off
boredom or earning cash, CCC is
filling a vital role
and making a difference in young
people’s
lives,
longtime Crestone
area
residents
say. “You don’t
hear
anything
bad about teenagers here anymore.
And the fact that
they’re out in the
community doing
Lisa, dancing with fire. Among her other passions: cooking
service—I think
from scratch, music, reading, hiking and almost anything
it’s really incredioutdoors. 
photo by Brad Davis
ble,” says Barbara
Hoeppner, a 19-year Baca resident
even then, almost two decades ago,
who founded CCC’s predecessor,
she understood that to be effective
Crestone Youth Plaza. Barbara enas a leader of teens, she needed to
couraged Lisa to become involved
meet them where they were. And
with Crestone’s youth.
even then, she held the firm belief
A taste of autonomy and
that regardless of the conditions
self-discipline
into which one is born, every kid
At the root of Lisa’s inclinadeserves opportunities, support
tion for leadership and her apnetworks and creative outlets to
proach to working with teens were
cultivate self-confidence and develtwo early experiences: appreciation
op his or her distinctive strengths
for choices she was given as a kid,
and gifts.
and excellence at sports. Growing
Today, at 41, Lisa conveys the
up in a close, sports-oriented famspirited energy and youthful apily in northern Indiana, she loved
pearance of someone much closer
ballet and tennis and was given
in age to the group she now leads—
the option of focusing on either
Crestone Creative Council, which
one. She chose tennis. By ninth
serves local 13 to 24-year-olds with
grade she was playing number one
a job program, social gatherings,
singles in a large, very competicreative activities, community
tive high school. She was also competing in cross-country track and
served as student council president
her freshman, junior and senior
years. “So I have a little perfectionism streak—I’m very hard on
myself,” she smiles, sitting in the
corner window seat of the tiny,
wood-paneled house she helped
build for herself on an 8-by-18-foot
flatbed trailer in the Grants.
At Ball State University in
Muncie, Indiana on an academic
scholarship, Lisa studied sports
administration with an eye to a
career in college or professional
level sports. Her first job after
graduation was in administration
with the Chicago Wolves hockey
team. After two years, however,
Lisa in the tiny home she helped build
her life abruptly switched tracks.
on an 8x18-foot flatbed trailer.
She was volunteering with a lake
photo by Gussie Fauntleroy

On a CCC field trip to Denver (left to right): Lisa, Sarah Beggs, Destiny Rude and
Marlon Jacobi. 
photo by David Harper

front environmental program for
the Chicago Park District when
the program director left and Lisa
was asked to apply for the job. As
soon as she was hired she learned
she would also be running a pilot
youth program for about 50 kids
from all parts of the city. “That really changed my whole path,” she
says. For five years she led youth
programs in Chicago. Then Colorado called, and she moved to the
Denver/Lakewood area. For seven
years there she taught tennis for
income while coaching middle and
high school tennis. “It was about
offering care, time and consistency,
providing a safe place, and about
confidence building,” she says. “To
me it was so much more than tennis.”
Expanded horizons
Then in 2005, Lisa met Crestone residents Amulya and Kalisama at a music event in Denver.
Something in her was ready to
begin shedding the conservative
Catholic Midwestern worldview
in which she was brought up. She
visited the two young women in
Crestone over the next couple of
years and began attending festivals featuring music, yoga, meditation, barter/trade, and art. She
quit her jobs and opened herself
to a radically different approach to
life, infused with personal, artistic,
and cultural freedom. “Everything
changed. I couldn’t see teaching
tennis anymore,” she remembers.
“I needed to explore other depths of
what I was interested in.”
Moving to Crestone in 2007,
she served on the Baca Grande Volunteer Fire Department from 2008
to 2013 and has also worked extensively on fire mitigation projects.

In May 2011, CCC held its first
meeting. Since then Lisa—now a
half-time town employee—an assistant, and CCC members have
built a youth-driven model based
on respect, freedom of expression,
working things out as a group, and
holding themselves to a high standard of behavior through “supervision without judgment,” as one of
the younger teens described it. The
group provides a safe space for discussion of issues that are topical
and meaningful in their lives, including gender identity and fitting
in. “Lisa’s not just a nicey-nice person working with teenagers,” Barbara Hoeppner observes. “She’s a
real human being. She tells it like
it is, and they appreciate it.”
Among
Lisa’s
long-term
dreams for Crestone’s youth is a
full-service intergenerational community center, possibly on land
owned by the town. She would also
love to see affordable housing for
young people, and a youth hostel
for those passing through. On a
personal level, she finds herself increasingly drawing on the Valley’s
gifts of space and quiet to settle
into a balance between inner reflection and energy going out. Eventually she wants to see CCC self-sustaining enough that she can travel,
yet still contribute and engage with
teens when she returns. “There’s
so much more we could offer,” she
says. “But we’re going in the right
direction.”
To learn more about CCC,
contact Lisa at 480-5925 or bodeycrestone@gmail.com.
Gussie welcomes ideas for this
ongoing series on Crestone area residents. gussie7@fairpoint.net.
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15% off one item • Over 3,000 Bolts of Fabric
• Flannels • Reproductions • Wools • Batiks
with this ad
(excludes machines) • Quilting Notions • Books/Patterns • Classes
• Authorized BERNINA Dealer • Onsite Technician

616 Main St, Alamosa  719.589.6982  www.hahllc2011.com
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Haidakhandi
Universal
Ashram news

www.crestoneeagle.com

Sri Aurobindo Learning Center

by Ramloti
February has been a month of
visiting family, friends, and devotees as well as performing many
sacred fire ceremonies. It has been
a joyful and very inspirational time
as we have come together to sing,
pray, and do ceremony for balance
and peace in our world.
The big event of March is
Spring Navratri, which begins on
Sunday, March 3 and continues
through Monday, April 7. There
are daily fire ceremonies at 10am
followed by discourses on the Divine Mother and lunch. Chandan,
chanting, aarati and pujas begin
at 6:15am during Navratri. This
is always a joyful time to celebrate
the Divine Mother acknowledging
Her for all of Her graciousness and
thanking Her for taking such good
care of us. We will honor the children on Sunday, April 6 at 11am.
We invite you to join us for any or
all of the festivities.
Coming up in May will be our
annual on-line auction fundraiser,
which many of you support through
your donations and bids. We are
looking for more items to put on the
auction this year so if you would be
willing to donate a service, room,
meal, or item please give us a call
at 719-256-4108. We do accept
gently used items such as juicers,
blenders, bread makers, fine jewelry, cloth items; so if you have just
cleaned out your cupboards or are
moving, give us a call. The auction
is a big part of our funding for the
year, so your support is deeply appreciated.
Our new-moon fire ceremonies
this month are on Saturday, March
1 (the morning after Shivaratri) as
well as Sunday, March 30 (the first
day of Spring Navratri). The fullmoon fire ceremony is on Sunday,
March 16. The fires ceremonies
begin at 10am and are followed
by a meal. To honor the tradition,

please arrive freshly bathed, with
shoulders and legs covered, and
having refrained from eating heavy
food that morning (fruits, veges,
liquids, yogurt, nuts are all fine to
eat). Moon-time for a woman is not
the appropriate time to participate
in ashram celebrations. Morning
aarati is at 7am with evening aarati at 6pm. Each morning at 6:30am
there is a paduka puja (washing of
Shri Babaji’s sandals) in His kutir
(just to the west of the temple) followed by chandan.
The Maha Lakshmi Shop is
open every day from 10am until
5pm. We invite you to come in and
if you mention that you are an Eagle reader, we will happily give you
a 10% discount on your purchases.
We deeply appreciate your support.
Our shop website has been updated
and you may view many items online at mahalakshmishop.wazala.
com.
Please visit our website at
www.babajiashram.org to find out
more about the ashram and its
schedule. We also invite you to visit
the ashram at any time. We love
to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s
home with others. Just drop by or
give us a call at 719-256-4108.

Agni—the God of Fire in the Rig Veda
In the commentary on the hymns to Agni, Sri Aurobindo writes: “Human action intelligently directed and devoted to the universal Powers,
ceases to be a mechanical, involuntary or imperfect offering; the thinking
and observing mind participates and becomes the instrument of the sacrificial will . . . Agni is the power of conscious being, called by us Will, effective
behind the workings of mind and body. Agni is the strong god within . . .”
The Mother said in a message that Agni is our psychic being. And in this
passage we also see that it is the universalizing of our perceptions, seeing the universal powers or gods in things, that is a powerful lever in the
transformation of consciousness. It means sacrificing the small mind for
the sake of the higher mind. This is done through the mantra to start with,
the inspired Word; it focalizes the energies of consciousness on the sacrifice
and the goal of sacrifice. That is the whole point of the Kena Upanishad,
and it is repeated in the Gita as well.
Another important thing that Sri Aurobindo points out in one small
commentary on the hymns to Agni: “The solution of the problem (of transcending the personal ego-mind) depends on right realization, and right
realization starts from the right illuminative Word, expression of the inspired Thought which is sent to the seer out of the vast.” This is exactly
what the Buddhist teachers have pointed out regarding the power of mantra. It comes from the cosmic mind to the guru who formulates and transmits the experience that can then illuminate others. It is a cause and effect
phenomenon on the highest spiritual levels of consciousness. As Tenzin
Wangyal Rinpoche puts it in his book Unbounded Wholeness:
“The power of essential precepts, the method for realizing wholeness,
lies neither solely nor perhaps even primarily with their words but, rather,
with their status as “an uninterrupted continuum of the word, that is, of
essential precepts derived from experience of enlightened beings. . . . This
‘uninterrupted continuum of the word’ invokes the three kinds of transmission well-known in Bon and Buddhist Dzogchen: the mind-to-mind
transmission from Buddha mind itself; the condensation of this into more
localized signs and symbols, which began the transmission through time
and space (originary sound/speech); and the form in which humans can
understand the teaching—namely the transmission of words (language)
into the ears of listeners. . . . These three are associated respectively, with
the ‘flow of blessings’ from unlocalized space of realization to esoterically
charged symbols, to and through the words of human language. The point
is that these are in continuity, that the essential precepts are present in
every case, that scripture is therefore, in and of itself, authentic.”
The coming workshops at the Sri Aurobindo Learning Center in 2014
will focus on the study of mantra, faith, and sacrifice, in various religious
traditions. For more information, please contact the center at 719-2564917. Regular meditations are held on Tuesday evenings.

P.O. Box 88
83 North Baca Grant Way
Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917
sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Celebrating Spring
Maha Lakshmi Shop
Navratri (begins March Perfumes, silk scarves, wool shawls,
30) half price on all
jewelry, saris, incense, candles, tapes,
gently-used suits, saris, books, purses, bronze murtis, stone
and shirts this month. statuary, & other great gift items too.
10% off for our
Crestone Eagle readers
(except all sale items)
please mention it at checkout

New Hours: 10am - 5pm Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108
Email: shop@BabajiAshram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Become an ALMA member in 2014!
And help bring quality live music to our community

- LATE WINTER SPECIAL -

USE THIS
COUPON
TO

SAVE

35 %

OFF
ONE
FULL
PRICED
ITEM
(EXCLUSIONS APPLY)*

* Offer valid February 15, 2014 - March 31, 2014. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase. Offer
not valid on special orders, package discounts, prior purchases. Offer not valid on skis, boots or
bindings; electronics, software, bicycles, lift tickets, cargo boxes, Burley trailers, Oakley sunglasses,
Never Summer snowboards, non-insulated footwear, or used items. Offer limited to in-stock items and
may not be combined with any other discount or offer. Limit one coupon per customer. Discount
applied to the highest full-price item at the time of purchase.

3223 MAIN ST
WEST HWY 160
VILLA MALL
ALAMOSA, CO
(719) 589-9759

ALMA Memberships help to support the summer Sundays at
Six concert series in Cole Park and other live music events
throughout the year. Go to almaonline.org to learn more
W W W .K R I S T I M O U N T A I N S P O R T S . C O M
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Peace delegation goes to D.C.
by Susan M. Pierce
I have just returned from our capital after the most incredible experience. It all started with an email from Berim.org stating, “We want to send
a peace delegation to D.C.”. My immediate thought was, “I want to go!”. I
have long held a deep belief that humankind must wake up to the fact that
too many lose in military conflict and thus we can evolve in our methods
of conflict resolution. I learned that Berim.org in partnership with Win
Without War were sending 20 delegates to Washington to show support for
U.S./Iran diplomacy.
This vision started with two women, Sara Haghdoosti, a 26 year old
Iranian-Australian, and Roshanak Ameli-Tehrani, an American Iranian
who formed Berim.org only six months ago. Berim’s mission is to unlock
the potential of Iranian social entrepreneurs to create the Iran they want
to see. In these six short months Berim members made 10,000 calls to
Congress demanding diplomacy with Iran and support for the negotiations
that Obama and Rouhani began in November.
The fact that presidents of United States and Iran are in negotiations
must be put into its historical context. Ever since the coup of 1979, 35
years ago, there has been no contact between the two nations. To put this
into even greater perspective, United States and the Soviet Union were in
communication during the entire Cold War. One reason that this chance
at diplomacy has come about is the fact
that the majority of Iran’s population
is young and they don’t want to be isolated from the international community
or have their economy crippled by sanctions. This is the Iran that elected Rouhani by a landslide because he said that
he would do what it takes to get Iran’s
economy going, which innately implies
working with the international community to lift some of the most crushing
components of the sanctions by reaching an agreement on Iran’s nuclear programs.
Crestone resident, Susan Pierce,
Undermining these talks is legwas part of a peace delegation that
islation proposed by Senators Menenwent to Washington D.C. to support
dez and Kirk that would hit Iran with
U.S./ Iran diplomacy efforts.
harsher sanctions just as we are asking
them to come to the negotiation table. It
is widely agreed that this would sabotage Obama’s efforts to deal with
Iran’s nuclear program via diplomacy, thus bringing military action to the
forefront. War. Another war in the Middle East.
As I filled out the application and wrote my short essays, the gravity
of this issue became more and more apparent to me. I wrote as a mom.
A single mom of three great kids. As a mother who only wants a beautiful, healthy world with good opportunities for her children. As someone
who has had the fortune to live internationally enough to know that this
is what all mothers want. As mothers we know the immorality of sending
our sons and daughters to war to kill other sons and daughters, just because the politicians are not willing to sit down and “use their words” as we
preach to our children to do. I wrote my story. Over three hundred other
people wrote their stories, some of us were interviewed and in the end only
20 of us got to go and tell our stories to our senators. Needless to say when
I received the call that I was part of the delegation I did all sorts of crazy
jumps in the air for which I endured much teasing from my children! I still
feel totally blessed.
Arriving in D.C. we had a training where U.S. Representative Tom
Andrews from Maine spoke about the importance of in-person meetings
with our representatives and congressmen. He expressed his admiration
for a few organizations in their capacity to organize and stay involved in
politics—NRA and AIPAC—from whom he said our representatives hear
nearly every day. Then he emphasized the impact of having other organizations and individual constituents make the effort to talk to their representatives. That it really does make a difference.
When all the delegates came together for the training we sat and told
each other our stories and coached each other to prepare for the senators.
A knot formed in my throat as I listened to Erica, an Iraq War veteran tell
of her experience of a bomb going off at a detention center, and suddenly

Peace delegation members in front of the Capitol Building.

survivors
were
helping survivors,
humans
were
helping humans,
no longer divided by Iraqi and
American, them
and us. Or when
Sean,
another
Iraq War veteran talked about
how now he is a
stay-at-home dad
to his four children, and ended
his story with, “I
hate war”. Several Jewish Americans were there,
including
Pam,
who had been to
Iran, took 3,000
photos to prove it
and was now giving presentations
of her trip to Iran
to school children. Berim.org put a call out to Iranians in Iran to write letters to
Some delegates Americans. It went viral. This postcard of the Statue of Liberty
were family of and the Azadi Arch, “Arch of Freedom” in Iran is one of several
veterans who had that were made by taking excerpts of the letters.
come home with
PTSD or with missing limbs and who had friends whose sons and daughters did not come home at all.
The next day we headed to the Capitol Building and met with staffers
and members of Congress. I ran around to three different buildings, meeting with the staffers of Senator Mark Udall, Senator Michael Bennett and
Representative Scott Tipton. After telling them my story I handed over a
petition supporting diplomacy with Iran with 4,095 signatures from Colorado. A worthy use of trees in my opinion. Senator Bennett had signed
the Menendez-Kirk legislation, but after talking with his staffer, I learned
that the voice of diplomacy had not been heard as strongly, but that it was
a welcomed voice. She appreciated hearing from us who opposed the new
sanctions and encouraged us to continue reaching out to members of Congress with our message of peace and diplomacy.
So this is what we did. We told our stories of why we wanted to do
everything possible to ensure that United States did not go to war needlessly with Iran.
It was powerful—and it worked.
That same day U.S. Representative Anne Kuster, with whom our delegation had met, signed onto a pro-diplomacy letter that came from the
House of Representatives. Later that week Congress decided to hold off on
the Menendez-Kirk legislation and to give diplomacy a chance. To use our
words.
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Moving Up Higher

The simple truth about love
by Joyce Meyer
The Bible teaches us that it’s
God’s will for us to help hurting people. In John 13:34-35, Jesus says, “I
give you a new commandment: that
you should love one another. Just as
I have loved you, so you too should
love one another. By this shall all
know that you are My disciples, if
you love one another”. Matthew
22:37-38 says, “ . . . You shall love
the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the…
first commandment. And a second is
like it: You shall love your neighbor
as yourself ”.
The love message is the power
of the Gospel. It’s so simple: Love
God and love your neighbor as you
love yourself. We often think we
need someone to love us, but what
we really need is someone to love.
And the world is desperate for real
love, so it isn’t hard to find someone
who needs to be loved.
We live in a society that drives
people to selfishness. So much of
the advertising we see and hear influences us to want more and more
and to never be satisfied with what
we have. But the more selfish and
self-centered we are, the less power
we have to do good and help others.
The good news is we have what
we need in Christ to overcome a
selfish, “What about me?!” mindset
and lifestyle. We have the power of
God’s love! It’s the answer to every
dilemma and problem in our society
today. And as Christians, our goal is
to represent Christ in the world and
show His love.
What is true love?
Love is not just a feeling, or a
theory, or a nice word. It’s action—
it’s the way you treat people, what

you do for
others.
Love will
always
cost you
s o m e thing: time, energy, effort, money,
giving up your pride, doing what’s
right when you don’t feel like it,
keeping a good attitude when you
don’t get your way.
Loving the way God loves
means you love when there’s nothing in it for you; it’s all about giving
out and not expecting anything in
return. We’re called to outreach, not
in-reach. Real love is about dying to
self and living to love others.
Before you can love others,
you have to experience God’s love in
your own life, because you can’t give
away something you don’t have.
Then you have to be willing to ask
God to teach you to love the way He
loves. When you do this, God will
enable you to reach out and help
someone else.
Live to Love!
In my personal life, I try to
make it my business to add value
to everybody I come in contact with.
I can honestly say that learning
how to love others with God’s love
has made me the happiest I’ve ever
been. The truth is you can’t be selfish and be happy or have peace.
Make it your goal each day to
pursue God’s love and then give it
away. First Corinthians 14:1 (AMP)
says to “eagerly pursue and seek
to acquire [this] love [make it your
aim, your great quest].” So go after
it with all your might, and ask God
to make you a blessing everywhere
you go. You can do something to
help someone. You can live to love,
just like Jesus.

Joyce Meyer Article

Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church
Corner of Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

Sunday Services
Bible Study Thursdays at Pastor's Home
Prayer Services Mon & Fri
Food Bank Tuesdays
Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:
"Clap for the Lord" Free Lunches ~ Mon-Fri
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday
Shabbat Celebration every 1st Friday

3:00 pm
6:30 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm
11 am-2 pm
8:00 am
6:30 pm

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 256-4277
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions.

Hands with Heart

Formerly:
Mountainside Massage & Colonics

- New name, same great bodywork!

Upstairs at 110 N. Alder - Downtown Crestone

• Chi Nei Tsang: Abdominal Unwinding
• Colon Hydro Therapy
• Therapeutic Bodywork
Anna Louise Stewart • CMT, CCT

970 . 2 9 0 . 7 7 1 0
AnnaLouise55 @ gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom.blogspot.com

Food bank volunteers Denise Peine, Tom Whitehead and Grace Morrisette receive potatoes, potatoes and MORE potatoes. Many thank to these dedicated volunteers!

The Crestone Food Bank,
a real community service
by Mary Lowers
The Crestone Food Bank is a
community institution distributing food to those who need it every
Wednesday from 1 to 3pm. Tom
Whitehead and Denise Peine head
a crew of volunteers who help organize, pick up, distribute food and
clean up afterwards. Crestone has
had a food bank for well over ten
years. As Tom said, “We help people
all the time who have no food and
no money. The food bank is an emergency source of food…not a grocery
store. To fill in gaps in your larder
you are unable to fill yourself.”
The Crestone Food Bank is a
part of the La Puente Food Bank
Program servicing 13 community
food programs in the SLV. According to La Puente, “Throughout the
SLV isolation, poverty, geographic
expanse and limited economic opportunity cause food insecurity.”
The USDA says food insecurity
means at sometime during the year
limited funds cause a lack of food
for a household.
According to Denise the Crestone Food Bank in 2013 served an
average of 135 people per month
including children and senior citizens. As Tom told me, “We aren’t
just helping on Wednesdays we
are available 24/7 for folks in crisis.” In addition to the regular food
bank service the third Wednesday
of each month is Care and Share.
This program is administered
through the Southern Colorado
Food Banks sends a truck from Colorado Springs to town loaded with
food stuffs. “It’s a surprise what we
get.” Tom shared. The truck often
contains produce and baked goods.
The day I volunteered, there were
crates of lovely firm red apples, oranges, big bags of potatoes, onions,
breads, cakes, and cookies. No food
bank forms need to be filled out to
participate in Care and Share. This
program is announced on Crestone
Chill as a community reminder.
The commodities program
through Saguache County comes to
the Crestone Food Bank quarterly.
Social Services staff come to town
to distribute the commodities. People can sign up for this program
and get a box of food on the same
day. Look for flyers and banners
around the community which will

let you know when this program
comes to town a week in advance.
In January of 2014 Denise told
me 70 households participated in
the regular weekly food bank program. “It is a simple one page form
to join the food bank which allows
for twelve visits a year. There’s no
verification required and no questions asked. The twelve times yearly rule allows us to use our limited
resources in the best way helping
the most people possible.”
In addition to generous donations picked up weekly by volunteers from the La Puente Food
Distribution Center in Alamosa
many local organizations and businesses regularly contribute to the
food supply. Crestone Mercantile is
a major food bank supporter. “They
run food drives and hot dog sales
for us. We are able to purchase food
for the bank through them at a discount.” Tom shared. Aventa Credit
Union, Cok Ur Ray, and Atalanta
are regular food bank supporters
helping with food and monetary
donations. The Dharma Ocean Retreat Center contributes food after
retreats. La Puente suggests gardeners “grow a row” for the community food bank.
A sales tax grant from Saguache County helps pay the $70.00
rent to the town, purchase food and
reimburse volunteers for gas. Money is tight at the Food Bank. Denise
told me, “We are grateful to get any
and all donations of either the cash
or edible variety.” Tom told protein
items are difficult to come by. “If we
get cash we buy protein.” he said.
Donations can be dropped off at the
food bank on Wednesdays. The Crestone Food Bank wish list currently
includes a sturdy hand dolly, a fairly new frost free electric freezer or
the funds to purchase one.

Nature’s Super Tonic
Healthy Aging & Longevity Superfood!
Immune Boosting & Immune Modulating
Neurological Repair & Improvement
More Strength, Energy & Vitality
Natural Anti-Inflammatory
Free Radical Nuetralizer
Cardiovascular Support

http://NaturesSuperTonic.com
719-937-7684
Available at Elephant Cloud
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Book Review:
China Mission: A Personal
History from the last Imperial
Dynasty to the People’s Republic
By Audrey Ronning Topping,
Louisiana State University Press,
October 2013. Winner of the prestigious 2013 PROSE AWARD for Media and Cultural Studies. PROSE
is The American Publisher’s Award
for Professional and Scholarly Excellence.
The recipients were announced
at an Awards Luncheon on Feb .6,
2014 at the Ritz Carlton Hotel in
Washington D.C. The ceremony was
web cast live to audiences across the
globe.
Available from amazon.com
and local bookstores.
Book review by Kate Steichen
Have you ever wondered why
China is as it is today, and what
transpired to make it that way?
Why the Chinese government has
such a deep distrust of Japan and
the West? If you have, or even if your
curiosity hasn’t wandered there yet,
you will want to read Audrey Ronning Topping’s amazing, epic tale,
China Mission.
Set amidst the vast panorama
of China’s history, this book chronicles the tumultuous last years of

the degenerating Qing Dynasty to
the birth of modern China as seen
through the eyes of three generations of “foreign devils” from USA
and Canada. They are all members of Audrey’s family who, beginning with her grandparents, lived
and worked in China from 1891 to
2010 as missionaries, teachers, students, diplomats and journalists.
Eight members of the Ronning family were born in China and three
“joined their ancestors” there.
The story is told through
thoughtful, intimate hand-written
letters recording the Ronnings’
hair-raising and sometimes hilarious adventures and miraculous survivals while witnessing the Boxer
Uprising, the death of the notorious
Empress Dowager, the Great Revolution and massacre of the Communists resulting in the Long March,
the Japanese occupation in World
War II, the Chinese Civil War and
the disastrous Cultural Revolution.
In the process they earned lifelong friendships that reached from

the lowest peasants, the King of
Thieves, revolutionaries and Warlords to the highest ranks of China’s
leaders including Nationalist Generalissimo and Mme Chiang Kaishek as well as Communist leaders
such as Prime Minister Zhou Enlai,
who became Audrey’s father’s close
friend.
China Mission has two meanings. In the beginning Audrey’s daring and adventurous, missionary
grandparents came to the “Celestial
Kingdom” to bring western learning and Christianity to the Chinese.
They established the first Protestant mission and middle school for
boys and girls in Hubei Province.
But as time went by they became
so intrigued by Chinese philosophies, history, and culture that they
eventually learned more from the
Chinese then was learned by those
they would proselytize. Audrey’s
father put it this way: “While my
parents were out Christianizing the
Chinese I was in the kitchen being
heathenized by the cook.”
Audrey’s
Norwegian-American grandparents, the Reverend
Halvor Ronning and his wife Hannah, served in the interior of China
as Lutheran missionaries with the
China Inland Mission from 1891
to 1908, during the waning years
of the degenerating Imperial Qing
Dynasty. In the process they formed
a family pattern that continued for
five generations. After Halvor’s sister, Thea, and his wife Hannah died
in China, the Ronning family immigrated to Canada where they became pioneers in northern Alberta,
but their descendants kept returning to China.
Audrey’s father, Canadian
Ambassador Chester Ronning, one
of Halvor and Hannah’s seven children, spent a half century in China.
In contrast to his missionary parents, Chester’s mission was to convey to the West an understanding
of and respect for ancient as well
as modern China. He became the
leading advocate of Western diplomatic recognition of the People’s
Republic. As a teacher and diplomat he associated with China’s top
intellectuals, artists and political
leaders. He was the Canadian Ambassador to Generalissimo Chiang
Kai-shek’s Nationalist China but
was also a close friend of Communist Premier Zhou Enlai. He once
spent a week walking across the
Chinese countryside with a peasant pushing a wheelbarrow, learning about the man’s life and becoming his fast friend.
In 1946, Audrey sailed on a
converted troop ship with her mother and siblings to join her father
in war-torn Nanjing, the Nationalist capital under Generalissimo
Chiang Kai-shek. She attended
Nanking University and worked
as a newscaster for the American
Military Advisory Group’s radio
station. Her family was evacuated just before Mao Zedong’s Red
Army crossed the Yangtze and oc-

Topping family in Scarsdale, NY.

Audrey riding with the Kosakhs in Xinjiang, China, 1985.

cupied the capital. Chester Ronning
stayed on to witness the establishment of the People’s Republic as did
Audrey’s war correspondent fiancé,
Seymour Topping, who covered the
civil war for the Associated Press
and was held captive twice by Chinese Communist Troops in 1949.
When China entered the Korean
War in 1950, Chester was forced to
make a speedy departure. In 1966,
Audrey returned as a reporter for
the New York Times Magazine and
witnessed the onset of the Cultural
Revolution until she was caught
up in demonstrations and obliged
to make a quick exit before the
“Bamboo Curtain” was dropped and
closed off China. When it was reopened by Ping-Pong Diplomacy in
1971 Audrey was among the first
reporters to get in. Since then until Audrey’s latest trip in 2010 she
returned repeatedly as a photojournalist and a correspondent exploring every province and autonomous
region.
The destinies of Audrey’s ancestors, as well as her own, have
been inextricably interwoven with
the history of China. Audrey used
hitherto untapped family archives,

 photo by Lesley Topping

photos, and intimate hand-written
letters to write this history of China
and record how she and her ancestors personally related and reacted
to the world-shaking events and
unique personalities of their times.
Many of us have had the distinct pleasure of knowing Audrey
and Seymour (“Top”) Topping
thanks to their many visits to their
second home in the Baca. But as
close friends as they’ve been to me
since we first met at a dinner party
at Hanne Strong’s mother’s home
in 1988, I never knew the depth of
Audrey and her family’s connection
to China. All I could say upon finishing this book was “Wow!”
David Andelman, Editor of
World Policy Journal, wrote:
“China Mission is a truly masterful work! . . . With the trained
eye of an accomplished journalist,
the gift of a master storyteller, and
access to hitherto untapped family
archives, Topping brings to life a
saga of profound importance to all
who would understand the power
and glory of the world’s most populous nation on the brink of global
leadership.”

Crestone Community acupuncture
WEDNesdays and Thursdays • 10am-3PM
Sessions $50 - appointment necessary
Private sessions available

719-480-3516
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Zana Hart: Local
author publishes
‘librarian’ cozy
mysteries
by Kelly Hart
I’ve been suggesting to my
wife Zana for decades that she
should try her hand at writing fiction. Finally, she began a novel on
her seventieth birthday. Last fall,
she published Dead in the Stacks:
The Curious Librarian Cozy Mystery #1 on Amazon, in both digital
and paper editions. Her second
novel in the series, Bad Weather,
Bad Man, has also been released,
and she has already begun plotting
her third.
She never wanted to write fiction because she didn’t want to be
compared with her father, science
fiction great Cordwainer Smith.
She knew she couldn’t match his bizarre plots and stylistic writing. She
thought of her writing as being more
like her mother’s, who wrote engineering textbooks. So she stuck to
nonfiction, with her bestselling book
being Living with Llamas, which she
wrote back in the days when we had
a llama ranch in Oregon.
People who write fiction tend
to be divided into “pantsers” and
“plotters”—some people just start
writing by the seat of their pants,
while others draw up detailed plots
in advance. Zana started as a pantser, and the results gave her the
confidence that she could write fiction. But after a few months, she
looked at the chaotic tale she’d been
creating and realized she’d better
do some plotting. By then, she had
learned that people who buy fiction
for their Kindles like specific genres and they like series.
She stumbled on a genre that
suited her, cozy mysteries. These
are mysteries that generally have
one or more murders, but not described in gory, violent detail.
Figuring out who committed the
crimes is a puzzle more than a
journey through agony. Cozies go
easy on graphic sexual descriptions
as well. Often they have recipes
and food featured in them, and the
name of the genre is from their settings in cozy places, like cute little
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A Company of Players interview
with Jodi Price

Zana Hart holding her first Curious Librarian Cozy Mystery: Dead in the Stacks.

Zana Hart’s newly released second
Curious Librarian Cozy Mystery: Bad
Weather, Bad Man.

towns. They are feel-good stories,
at least by the end.
At first, Zana was going to set
her cozies in Crestone, but it’s really too small a town for murder
after murder to take place, so she
invented the town of Silvermine,
Colorado, which resembles Salida
and Alamosa. She’s a librarian by
background, and a curious person
by nature, so the series idea came
about.
Zana designs her covers. My
legs are the corpse in Dead in the
Stacks, and the librarian is a real one,
Sarah Koehn Frey, director of our library district. Sarah—slightly photoshopped—will be on all the covers.
You can check out paperback
versions of her books at the Baca
Library or purchase them at the
Crestone Mercantile. You can also
find them as Kindles or paper at
Amazon.com. And watch out—
she keeps getting plot ideas from
things she overhears around town!

The newest member of the
company is Jodi Price. Jodi is the
first single mom in our collective.
Her son, Ryker Poor, is a student
at the Charter School. Jodi eloquently persuaded The Company
of Players to choose the Charter
School for its next production,
“Radio Daze”, on the weekend of
May 17, with proceeds to benefit
the school’s trips. She is now the
liason between the school and the
players. The company is very interested in appealing to all ages
and benefiting the community; we
welcomed her suggestion enthusiastically. Ammi Kohn (AK) is the
interviewer with Jodi Price (JP).
AK: What interested you in
the Company of Players?
JP: I left the last production (May, at the College) telling a
story to myself in the 3rd person.
It was about my former husband,
dead these past 19 years. It was
cathartic at a deep personal level.
That experience got me interested
in expanding my horizons and seeing how I would do as a member of
the collective.
AK: But this production will
be different, not as personal and
cathartic for people. “Radio Daze”
will be a Crestone version of “Prairie Home Companion”, a la Garrison Keillor . . . music, comedy,
mystery, satire, etc, very different

from the last show.
JP: Well, I really am interested in having fun and my ideas
were congruent with how the
company was viewing its next
production. The company is very
interested in attracting a diverse
audience and players, and especially young people, as I am. I love
comedy; most people do. And my
son is a student at the Charter
School. It just seems to all come
together.
AK: Were you interested in
dramatics as a child?
JP: No, but I read a great
deal and still do. I have done poetry performances in Crested Butte
and was part of a major poetry
event, “Wild Word”. My father was
an accountant but loved to read.
He would often read a book a day
after he retired. I was a Fine Arts
major with minors in Journalism
and English. I’ve always written a
great deal. But many people know
me only as a stained glass artist
with my work at the Artisans Gallery or as a parent.
AK: Last words?
JP: I’m really very happy to
have the opportunity to be part of
the collective and work with interesting people. It’s important to
get out of the box, to give yourself
challenges, and to grow until the
day you die.
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EX PE RT L E G A L HE L P F OR H U M A N BE INGS

Law offices of Curtis Ramsay
C I VIL . M E DI AT ION. CR I MI NA L .
(720) 490-1968

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out
Now serving choice of brown rice with
every meal.
New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour: Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm Dinner 5pm-9pm
Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa: 589-9002 Monte Vista 852-2002
Twitter @GreatEats_SLV
Menu: www.ehunans.com • www.east-westgrill.com

3ALIDAS LOCALLY OWNED FRESH FOODS GROCERY
WITH A WIDE SELECTION OF YOUR FAVORITE
ORGANIC NATURAL AND GOURMET FOODS
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 ' 3TREET
3ALIDA #OLORADO
WWWSIMPLEFOODSMARKETCOM
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Crestone Baca Village expands
Crestone Baca Village is in its
third year of operation, and is an
example of a national Village phenomenon that has swept the country over the last decade, with over
100 such groups, mostly in urban
settings. The primary intention of
all of these Villages, and the initial
impulse to establish CB Village,
was to help elders in the community age in place in their homes.
Most Village organizations
charge membership fees to support the functions and services
provided, and they have a mix of
paid staff, member volunteers, and
outsourced, vetted services. We realized early on that the standard
model for how Villages are organized was not a good fit with Crestone. So after some initial growing
pains, we settled on an arrangement better suited to our community. Membership in CB Village is
free; we have no paid staff and all
functions within our Village are
voluntary. While we do assist elders in our community, that is not
all that we do, since we encourage
members of all ages to participate
in both giving to, and receiving
from, each other.
We set up our Village to function as a time bank, where the time

that any member spends helping
another member is recorded in a
ledger (available online for members to see). Each hour of time is
worth one Karma Share, and this
is totally egalitarian regardless of
the nature of the service provided. We honor the primary focus of
most Villages on elders by giving
each new member an extra Karma
Share for every year he or she is
over age 55. Also anyone who joins
is given five Karma Shares to enjoy
spending right away. So everybody
has credit in the bank, so to speak.
Not all members choose to report exchanges, as many prefer to
give without expecting “remuneration,” and this is fine as well. We
find that our Karma Share system
can help members move beyond the
initial reluctance to ask for help
because they realize that by doing
this they are giving another member an opportunity to earn good
Karma.
We now have about 180 registered members and they offer
a wide range of skills or services,
from transportation and shopping
to assistance within the home, as
well as a variety of healing modalities, counseling, gardening and
yard work, computer assistance,

A great time was had by all at the Baca Village Potluck on 1/26/14, graciously hosted
by Lynne & Nick Drake in their lovely home. 
photo by Lori Nagel

etc. All exchanges are entirely voluntary, so there is no requirement
to participate unless you want to.
As a way to assure that no member tries to sue another member for
any reason related to services rendered, we ask all members to sign a
waiver of liability form.
Unlike karmabarter.com that
has recently been publicized, we
are strictly a local group of caring
individuals who have formed a true
village or community spirit. We
have potluck meetings periodically
and promote other social activities.
We feel that we offer what might
be considered real social security,
since anyone at any time might
realize that they really need some
help . . . and other members are
here to provide that.
CB Village has connected
with several other local service organizations to explore ways that
we might interface with each other.
This includes Neighbors Helping

Neighbors (which helps people financially), Your Empowerment
Solutions (which now has a grant
to assist seniors in our community) and Crestone Creative Council
(which engages the youth in our
community productively). We feel
that by coordinating with these
groups we will make our community stronger and more resilient.
We have a board of directors
that coordinates our activities. We
have a central coordinator who
helps match needs with assistance.
We have a website, www.cbvillage.
net, with much more information
and a way to register as a member
online. We publish a regular newsletter for members. Our local phone
number is 480-8757. We encourage
all adults to join us in helping to
make Crestone the community we
all want it to be. Look for an upcoming community potluck to be
announced in the Eagle.

Check out our new dress up outfits
and accessories!
CB Village potluck and general meeting. 

photo by Cynthia Nielsen
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12pm

Providing affordable, high quality Acupuncture in the
San Luis Valley

$15-45 per treatment.
Pay what works for you. It is that simple.
Get Acupuncture, Be Happy!
Find out more or book online at
www.OpenSkiesAcupuncture.com
719-588-7113
407 State Ave, Alamosa, CO
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Moffat School News is
sponsored by
Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Moffat goes to the
spelling bee
by Misty Cronsell
Six students from sixth and seventh grade participated in the San
Luis Valley Regional Spelling Bee
in Alamosa on February 5. Students
competed in a written round, with
Codie Heikes (7th grade) earning the
highest score from our school. All students put forth a great effort. Next
year, it is our hope that more middle
school students will participate from
Moffat and have an opportunity to
participate in the state contest.
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Moffat’s Homecoming

Moffat Seniors
attend Red Carpet
Scholarship Days
at TSJC
by Elise Lovato
Moffat High School Seniors
had the opportunity to take part
in Trinidad State Junior College’s
Red Carpet Scholarship Days on
February 6. The seniors participated in interviews, a campus tour, a
college fair and were able to listen
to a speaker discuss financial aid.
Each senior attending was awarded with a $500 scholarship towards
their fall tuition if they choose to
attend TSJC.

Trust & Strength Since 1899

Snow King Zeven Garcia, Snow Queen
Renee Freel.

by Kaley VanArsdale
Traditionally Moffat’s Homecoming is held during the basketball season. We started off with a great pep assembly to cheer on the girls’ basketball team. Knowledge Bowl members went head to head with staff members and future middle school members. It was an exciting game!
Moffat Student Council teamed up with the Sophomore class to host
our winter formal dance, The Snow Ball. Congratulations to Snow King
Zeven Garcia, Snow Queen Renee Freel, Snow Prince Isiah Wellman, and
Snow Princess Alyssa Chavez!

Moffat National History Day participants win awards
by Lyndal Smith
This past January, members
of the Moffat High School Junior
class took part in the San Luis Valley Regional Contest for National
History Day. Renee Freel took 1st
place in the Senior Exhibit category
with her project entitled “Where’s
the Water? Rights and Responsibilities of San Luis Valley Water Users”. Miss Freel researched
historical use of both surface and
well water rights in the North San
Luis Valley as well as possible impact from drought and center pivot
sprinklers.
Renee intends to further her
research by hopefully locating
early descriptions of the land and
terrain by pioneers through diary
accounts, journals, letters and old
photographs; if you know of any
such accounts please leave a message for Renee at Moffat School
(256-4710). She also wants to conduct interviews with local water
owners to obtain their perspective
on this issue.
Renee is developing her skills
as an unbiased historian who
is working within the theme of
“Rights and Responsibilities” as
it pertains to Colorado water law.
Miss Freel is also the first participant to win a new award for best
SLV History Project in National
History Day. This award along with
a $50 prize was provided by Sangre
de Cristo National Heritage Area
Organization.
Kristian Tran took second
place with his exhibit “Sensationalism in Media: Rights and Responsibilities of the Press”. Mr.
Tran originally set out to create
an exhibit on the Scopes Monkey
Trial but his researched evolved
into something quite different. As
often happens with History Day research, the findings lead students
to new discoveries and “stories behind the story” which spark additional research. Kristian took his
work to the next level and studied
the newspaper rivalry between William Randolph Hearst and Joseph
Pulitzer during the years of yellow
journalism which arose from their
competition to sell newspapers. His
investigation then led him to the
subsequent years of sensationalism

or tabloid-type reporting during
the 1910’s and 20’s known as “jazz
journalism”. His project reveals the
lengths newspapers would go to in
order to increase readership.
In the Senior Group Exhibit
Ellyon Williamson’s and Elaine
Wellman-Wheeler’s board “Amazing Arctic Rescue: Captain Jarvis
and the Bear” received 4th place.
Theirs was a fascinating story of
a daring Arctic winter rescue of
stranded ships stuck in Arctic ice.

restored order until the ice thawed
weeks later and the sailors were
transported out of the frozen north.
On May 3 Renee and Kristian
will go on to represent Moffat Middle School at the state competition.
The event takes place at the University of Colorado, Denver Campus. National History Day is an
academic enrichment program for
students in grades 6-12. Students
select topics connected to an annual theme and complete their own

At the SLV regional contest for National History Day, Renee Freel took 1st place in
the Senior Exhibit category and Kristian Tran took second place. In the Senior Group
Exhibit Ellyon Williamson and Elaine Wellman-Wheeler received 4th place. Congratulations to our exceptional students.

The Coast Guard ship the U.S.S.
Bear carried Captain Jarvis, his
crew of rescuers, and rescue supplies as far as possible by sea before the expedition set out across
the frozen north country in search
of the stranded whalers. Captain
Jarvis was Ellyon’s great-great
grandfather. He and fellow rescuers covered over 1,500 miles on dog
sleds to reach the sailors on board
these ships. In addition, Jarvis had
been instrumental in having reindeer introduced to Alaska for the
Inuit. It was some of these reindeer
that he gathered up from “reindeer
stations” and then herded to the
starving sailors on the eight whaling ships. Once they reached the
ships Jarvis saw to the medical and
nutritional needs of the sailors and

in-depth research on the topic. This
year, the annual theme is “Rights
and Responsibilities”. Students
present their conclusions by creating museum-style exhibits, media
documentaries, research papers,
interactive websites, and dramatic performances. At each level of
competition students share their
work with their peers, historians,
educators, and professionals in
related fields as they complete for
special awards and the opportunity to advance to the next level of
competition. Moffat School has had
students compete at the state level
every year for the better part of two
decades now. We wish our young
historians good luck at state!
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New Moffat School building on track
to begin construction this summer
The Moffat School District
wants to extend continued thanks
to the Design Advisory Group
(DAG) who has continued to meet
every 2-3 weeks to form the basis of
design for the Moffat School. With
the review of the community and
DAG, RTA Architects has a general
location and building layout for the
new school. RTA will now begin to
work closely with Haselden/DSI,
the general contracting team, to
get design details into the school
plans.
A community meeting with
RTA and the mechanical engineer,
ME Group, to review the mechanical system options was held on
February 26 (following the writing
of this article). Proposed systems
include geo-exchange ground loop
system with propane boiler backup, solar-thermal panels with electric boiler back-up, and radiant

heat system with propane boiler
back up. Initial energy modeling
and pricing of the systems were
discussed.
An upcoming Employment
Fair/Open House is being planned
for mid-to-late March and will be
held in Crestone and facilitated by
the Haselden/Diesslin team. All
interested subcontractors and laborers are encouraged to attend.
Additional information will be
posted on the district website and a
date will be announced on the Moffat School marquis sign.
As design continues to progress, all information from DAG
and community meetings will be
posted on the district website. We
encourage ongoing communication
from community members and we
appreciate the support from all
those involved in the process thus
far.

Charter School teacher Mark Mikow works with several intermediate students on
chess strategy.

Mid-winter at Crestone Charter School
CCS wins top 3 spots in regional chess tournament
by Michael Hayes
Mid-winter at Crestone Charter School has been rich with community engagement and highlights
of student success. LINK students
participated in the first regional
high school chess tournament in recent memory. CCS LINK students
Ben Potter placed first, Rylei McCoy
placed second, William Higginbotham placed third, and Nick Meisman

tive public schools that are open to
all students. That said, demand for
charter schools state-wide exceeds
available slots. It is estimated that
there are 38,000 students on waitlists for Colorado charter schools.
Similar to state trends, Crestone Charter School has seen significant increases in inquiries and
applications over the last few years.
This year the school has undertak-

Committee of community reps evaluating 6 designs for the new Moffat School.

The after school art and social action program.

Elijah and Soraya Grote and Soma and Uma Long at the Valentine Dance.
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place fifth. These charter school
students and others made quite an
impression on other San Luis Valley
students that attended the tournament. More importantly, the success comes through consistent and
intentional practice. The chess club,
mentored by Mark Mikow, meets
regularly with LINK students mentoring quite a few younger students
of all ages. Students in chess club develop skills through practice, studying strategy, and learning from other
players.
We also had a Valentine’s Day
dance to benefit middle school travel
to California this spring hosted by
the governing council and parent volunteers. We had a Congolese dance
and music group come to dance and
sing with several classes of students.
Currently, Alexander Kofi is working
with our students in all classrooms
to sing together at our next all school
gathering.
We are proud that our charter
school community remains one of the
oldest and most well established rural charter schools among one of the
most significant networks of charter
schools in the country. Since the start
of Crestone Charter School 18 years
ago, charter schools in Colorado have
grown from just a handful to over
180 schools. These schools have incredibly varying missions, yet share
that they are tuition-free non-selec-

en revising our enrollment policy to
meet the shift in community needs
and to balance those needs with
the space available at the school
and our mission statement. Our
process gives opportunity for enrollment regardless of past student performance. You can find our revised
enrollment policy on our website,
crestone-charter-school.org, or pick
up a copy at the school.

Moffat Family
Health Center
545 Moffat Way
in Moffat
Please call for current
days and hours of
operation.

719-256-4025
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The Washington Beat
Boehner bites the bullet
by David Nicholas
GOP maturity? We could only
hope, but the bill to increase the debt
ceiling until February 2015 passed
the GOP-controlled US House of
Representatives on Tuesday, February 11. The vote—221 to 201—relied
almost entirely on Democrats in the
Republican-controlled House to carry the measure and represented the
first debt ceiling increase since 2009
that was not attached to cuts in entitlement programs. Only 28 Republicans voted yes, and only two Democrats voted no. But it was enough.
The bill passed the Senate on
Wednesday night—67-31—after a
tough fight among GOP Senators to
fend off a Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX)
attempt to block passage of the bill.
Mr. Cruz’ attempt was designed to
force Republicans who face Tea Party primary contests—such as GOP
Senate Minority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY)—to vote against it
or face being ostracized by the Tea
Party PAC ads. Mr. McConnell, for
the record, voted in favor of the bill.
Passage didn’t signal surrender
on budget issues by Republicans. It
did signal that major fights with the
administration (in which the GOP
could be seen as obstructionist or a
“do-nothing” Congress leading up to
the 2014 mid-terms in November)
are to be avoided or at least minimal.
The idea behind this is to promote/control the media narrative on
the perceived “disaster” on the rollout of the Affordable Health Care
Act/Obamacare. This attempt is to
try and clear the media air so that
continuing the negative ad campaign already in play in swing states
(thanks to the Koch [pro: Coke]
brothers) cannot be distracted by
other anti-GOP news stories, and
thus keep the voters in a state of anger and frustration over the health
program. It remains to be seen.
It’s a gamble and the bet is that
the attention span of voters is not
long enough to remember the GOP
obstruction of Obama/Democratic
polices over the last four years. This
belief is held by the GOP leadership,
that this issue could maintain their
control of the House and possibly
win control of the Senate.
What is revealing to this commentator is that despite the bravura
and exuded confidence of the GOP
leadership, this retreat signifies

private internal worries
that
the GOP is
under the
gun. They
are quickly
passing
legislation that they have held up
for years such as the Farm Bill (see
following story), despite as little as
six weeks ago were signaling that
spending bills had little or no chance
of seeing the light of day.
While this political year may
pass quickly, voters’ attention spans
can be easily distracted by other
concerns and crises, which can/may
arise; also, Obamacare may actually
cease to be the problematic newborn
in government entitlements. Latest
stats are below.
Can the GOP keep control of
the House? Maybe, but with a further-reduced majority or they lose
big time. It depends on Democratic
voter turnout and in particular the
Hispanic vote. If there is no immigration reform bill passed in some
form without a pathway to citizenship—which currently exits in a
Senate version of this bill—we’ll see
Hispanic voters vent their anger in
no uncertain terms.
The State of the Union
Delivered on January 28, the
President’s State of the Union speech
was pretty underwhelming—modest—but there were some threads to
the speech, in his call for action in
2014.
1) Immigration: “It is time to
heed the call of business leaders,
labor leaders, faith leaders and law
enforcement—and fix our broken
immigration system,” Mr. Obama
said. That was it essentially, hardly
a hardedges demand.
2) Minimum wage: All contract
workers for the government will be
paid $10.10 an hour. The President
signed an executive order making
that a requirement on February
12. It raises the minimum wage for
those workers from $7.25. It takes
effect January 1, 2015.
3) Climate change: One area
where President Obama can act aggressively and substantively. Congress—with some help from the Supreme Court—has already given the
president the authority he needs to
roll out aggressive regulations on
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coal-fired power plants, the nation’s
largest source of carbon pollution.
We will see what he does with it.
4) Withdrawal from Afghanistan: A signature foreign policy
initiative of his administration, Mr.
Obama noted that the war in Afghanistan was almost over for Americans.
“Together with our allies, we
will complete our mission there by
the end of this year, and America’s
longest war will finally be over,” Mr.
Obama said.
This goes along with the fading
hope that Afghan President Hamid
Karzai will relent and allow us to
deploy “a small force of Americans”
to carry out “two narrow missions”—
training, advising and assisting Afghan security forces, and sustaining
counterterrorism operations against
Al Qaeda.
So, all in all the State of the
Union was positive and had a degree
of hope.
What gave the President the
high ground on SOTU was that it
required four—you had to count
them—four GOP Congressmen and
women to do the rebuttal. If anyone
stayed to the last, it was clear that
Republicans have no clear idea on
how to capture the attention of the
American public in this mid-tern
year. They’re depending on Republican high roller PAC’s to do their
spinning for them as they have very
little idea how do themselves. We
watch and wonder.
Farm Bill 2014 passes the
House
Given up for dead just months
ago, a new five-year farm bill easily
cleared the House Wednesday morning, Jan 29, 251-166. The Democratic-led Senate voted 68-32 Monday,
February 5. The measure President
Obama signed ends a $5 billion annual crop-subsidy program and relies on insurance as the main form
of farm aid.
The plan calls for spending
$956.4 billion over 10 years—$16.6
billion less than current levels, according to the Congressional Budget
Office. Passage reflects the clout of
rural and urban allies who kept farm
subsidies and nutrition programs together over Republican objections.
This is the third significant, bipartisan bill adopted by the current
Congress, which passed a budget in
December and cleared a $1.1 trillion
spending bill last month.
“This really was an effort in
good faith between the House and
the Senate and Republicans and
Democrats,” Senate Agriculture
Committee Chairwoman Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) said today just before
the vote. “I hope everyone will feel a
sense of pride that this is something
we have done together.”
The bill ended up cutting food
stamp spending by $8.6 billion over
10 years, though additions to other
programs bring nutrition-aid cuts
down to $8 billion. That is one-fifth
of the $40 billion in cuts sought by
House Republicans. The reduction
would equal about 1% of the program’s record $79.6 billion in spending for the budget year that ended
September 30 last year.
ACA/Obamacare stats
The ACA/Obamacare signups
per ACASignups.net as of February 13 stand at 8.8-14.4 million
or just 49.9-55.2% of the Congressional Budget Office projection. The
breakup of the figure is as follows:
Private, 3.16-3.61 million; Medicaid/
CHIP, 2.53-7.75 million; Subscribers under 26, 3.10 million. While

it’s annoying that the variation of
figures differs widely because statistical gathering depends on differing
extraction processes, I split the difference, which may be somewhere
closer to correct figures.
In Colorado 68,454 or 74% of
its target have signed with private
healthcare plans, 117,607 have
signed up under Medicaid. The target by April 1 for those signing up
for private healthcare is 92,000 and
it looks like Colorado will meet its
target, if just slightly under.
In New Mexico, 11,620 have
signed up for private healthcare
plans, while 17,439 have signed up
under Medicaid. New Mexico is well
below its target of 83,000, and it
doesn’t look like the state will meet
it by April 1.
The big question is whether
the Sub26ers will sign up in massive
numbers in March, which the administration is saying will happen.
It cites that more people under 26
have signed in the last 30 days than
in the previous period since enrollment came on line. We will see.
Climate change: Weapon of
mass destruction
Suddenly, it dawned on us that
climate change is a weapon of mass
destruction. One has to gather this
was a follow-up from the President’s
State of the Union speech but that
was the sentiment expressed by US
Secretary of State John Kerry on his
Asian tour in Djakarta, Indonesia
on February 17. He had just signed
an agreement on carbon emissions
with the People’s Republic of China
two days earlier, Saturday, February
15. Climate change, whether manmade or a natural cycle, is becoming
the number one concern because of
the astronomical cleanup costs that
are becoming part and parcel of government budgets, whether state or
federal, cause by “acts of god” (to use
the insurance companies’ term).
This hit the headlines as a result of the severe winter storms hitting the east coast in the last two
weeks—one after the other—and the
drought continuing in in the west
and southwest, in particular, California.
This has been a dry winter in
the Sierra Nevada and major watersheds in the western Rockies.
The snow pack readings in the Sangres and the headwaters of the Rio
Grande give pause.
It’s not clear what happens
next, but when a Secretary of State
makes the utterance, whether it was
spontaneous or timed, the Obama
Administration now how to come up
with a plan on what might be done to
offset or prepare for further extreme
weather events.
Given that climate doubters also are Tea Partiers in the US
Congress and opposed to anything
the President proposes—other than
emissions regulations on coal-fired
power plants—climate change may
languish in the netherworld. The issue may fade in the fervor of legislative priorities and agendas. We will
watch and see how this plays out.
Just don’t hold your breath.
Syria: Geneva2 is a bust
In the end, the talks at the Geneva2 conference on Syria came to
nothing, if the reason why people
came to attend was to discuss the
transition of government from the
Assad regime to the rag-tag group
referred to as the Syrian National
Coalition (SNC). On the whole it
was abusive and acrimonious with
neither side giving ground on their
positions.
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On the one hand the SNC still
insisted that no government could
be formed which included Assad, his
family, or current members of his
government. On the other, the Assad
regime wanted opposition fighters
held responsible for the fighting and
deaths of non-combatants in civilian
areas.
After UN Negotiator Lakhtar
Brahimi declared that no agreement
could be reached in the second round
of talks, which ended on February
14, everyone went home, wherever
that was. Sure enough, the recrimination began with US SecStat John
Kerry blaming the Assad regime for
no bowing down to the wishes of the
imperial powers and accommodating
the SNC in power sharing.
In truth, the outcome of impasses was a foregone conclusion.
President Assad wasn’t going to
surrender power on any level to the
Sunni SNC if he wasn’t having a say
in it and that, after all, is what the
imperial powers wanted from these
talks. So they failed.
My observation would be that
the Arab Spring has one outcome no
one expected and it’s this: imperial
power as wielded by Europe and us
is greatly diminished in the Mideast
as a result of popular uprisings. The
Arab Spring did not advance the
cause of democratic freedoms as once
hoped; Arab leaders have either reinforced their dictatorial behavior or
repressed any democratic opposition
with deadly force. This was in spite
of the pleas from world powers for
peaceful transitions, with the exception being Russia.
Russia played Genva2 brilliantly. Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov is smarter than the average
bear; he is probably the most skilled
of any diplomats on the world scene

Serena

COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL

Vicki Matthews

719/256-5020

right now. Mr. Lavrov was always
accommodating, offering Russia’s
relationship with Syria as a plus
for talks going forward, counseling
when asked, but avoiding blame for
the talks failure. The reason being
that it wasn’t his idea for these talks
in the first place.
The nation that wasn’t allowed
to attend, but which might have
made a difference, Iran, was a big
winner by not doing anything and
staying well away from the noisy
roadshow. The big surprise was Assad’s foreign minister and Syria’s
ambassador to the UN, who were
better at articulating their position
than the publicists hired by the SNC.
But the fallout is continuing.
The Administration, very miffed
that Geneva2 was a “stalemate”
rather than the failure it was, is now
buzzing like a hornets’ nest that the
we need to “do something.” So they’re
reconsidering Syria Policy, that is,
looking at options short of outright
attack. The options include arming
and training free volunteer opposition forces (which means “instructors with combat experience”) going
in a la early Vietnam or set up no-fly
zones a la pre-Iraq war 1991-2003,
all the while stressing that this “is
not extraordinary”—code for “nothing to see here.”
But it seems Sen. John McCain’s (R-AZ) whining that Mr.
Obama’s Syria policy is a failure is
not sitting well on Pennsylvania Avenue. So this might just get crazy in
coming months.
Iran—Easing of sanctions
deal
In spite of howls of protest and
deep reservations from war hawks
in the Senate about Iran’s ability to
follow through with the agreement
hashed out in Geneva last November, and put in practice this January,
Iran has lived up to what it said it
would do. The deal is for six months
and requires Iran to cease enriching
uranium beyond 20%, and allow extensive oversight by the UN International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
in exchange for releasing $5-6 bn in
reserve and royalty payments frozen
in Western banks.
There has been some back-andforth on whether US SecStat Kerry’s
utterances that Iran had agreed
to shut down its nuclear facilities
under the arrangement (which it
didn’t), and being vocally put down
by the SecStat at the Generva2
talks, which it was. But so far the
agreement holds despite mistrust
and misgivings.
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The good, the bad & the ugly
—Movie recommendations
by Ish
1/ The Finder: (13 episodes) a light TV crime drama starring Geoff Stults who has a talent for finding
people and is therefore vital to criminal investigations.
(2¾ stars)
2/ A Gifted Man: (16 episodes) this drama leans
on the metaphysical and begins with surgeon Michael
Holt (played by Patrick Wilson) having a chance encounter with his exwife, Anna, only to learn she had died 2 weeks earlier in a car crash. Her
visits soon begin to alter his life. (3 stars)
3/ This Must Be the Place: this Indie drama has a tongue-in-cheek
quality along with weird that keeps you watching. Starring Sean Penn,
Frances McDormand, Judd Hirsch, Harry Dean Stanton, David Byrne et
al. A now-retired rock star (Sean Penn) learns that his estranged Jewish
father had suffered horribly at the hands of a sadistic SS officer in the
1940s. He travels to America where the ex-Nazi is alive. (3 stars)
4/ Special Forces: this action thriller involves a journalist, Elsa
Casanova (Diane Kruger), who is kidnapped by the Taliban while covering the war in Afghanistan. While she faces execution, the Special Forces
are sent to her rescue and find themselves in a life-and-death situation.
(3 stars)
5/ A Dark Truth: in this intense political thriller there is a great
dynamic between Andy Garcia and Forest Whitaker. Forest is a desperate activist along with his wife, Eva Longoria. They have proof of a crime
exposing a bloody corporate cover-up. Former CIA agent, Andy Garcia, a
current talk radio host, is sent to rescue them. (4 stars)

What that revealed to watchers
like myself is that Secretary Kerry is
playing the game to appease criticism by Senators John McCain (RAZ) and Lindsay Graham (R-NC)
who really want this deal to fail for
various reasons. Not the least wanting to bomb the hell out of Iran for
past history/insults and also to appease Israel’s PM Bibi Netanyahu,
who really wants to show the Islamic
Republic who the top dog is in the region. They’re altogether a real crazy
bunch of people, bent on waging war
to distract from their political shortcomings.
Meanwhile, taking advantage
of this lull in tensions is France. Foreign Minister Laurent Fabius has
been doing a state visit to Tehran
and holding talks with President
Rouhani. Mr. Fabius’ entourage included French businessmen coming
to sniff out the territory if the trade
sanction barriers are removed, as is
likely. Coming on strong all friendlylike won’t hurt when US delegations
come a-hunting. It’s very imperial
snake-in-the-grass tactics and quite
the song and dance, besides being
fun to watch.
If there is so much of a hint that
this agreement looks to be violated
for whatever reason, the cacophony
to attack the Islamic Republic will be
loud and endless.
Before all this wailing and
gnashing of teeth, in a show of good
intentions in following the agreement, the six “world powers” and
Iran are meeting in Vienna to discuss more permanent/peaceful outcome for Iran’s nuclear facilities,
which is a major shift from our “no
Iran nukes policy.” Everyone sees it
as long and protracted, and likely
to take longer than six months. For

good measure there’s an additional
six months of negotiations factored
in, if the talks go over the deadline.
So it goes.
DPRK—Human rights violations
Suddenly bubbling on the front
burner is the UN human rights report on the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, North Korea in the
short form. The report was released
on February 18 by former Australian
Justice David Kirby. He headed this
commission investigating human
rights abuses and atrocities in the
DPRK, going back decades. The investigators told President Kim JongUn in a letter that they were advising the UN to refer North Korea to
the International Criminal Court
(ICC), to ensure any culprits “including possibly yourself ” were held accountable.
The procedure of referring a
UN report like this to the ICC requires a full vote of the UN Security
Council, which is unlikely to succeed
because of China. The People’s Republic has a close relationship with
the North Korean regime and would
decidedly exercise its right of veto
on such a move. Nevertheless, the
report just further demonizes an already isolated nation, which prefers
its secrecy to western interaction
and transparency.
For its part, North Korea has
accused the commission of plotting
regime change and has refused to accept any of its findings. The country
says it “categorically and totally” rejects the investigators’ report, which
it calls “a product of politicization of
human rights on the part of EU and
Japan in alliance with the US hostile
policy”.
And the beat goes on.

MOON LAKE ASTROLOGY
Astrology Readings by Clare Futral.
Over 25 years experience, NCGR trained.
Start the New Year with help from the stars. Find out what the celestial
energies are doing in your chart and how they influence your life.
$125 for a 6-12 month transit /progression reading. Also natal chart
consultations, career and relationship insights.

Contact me at clarefutral@icloud.com
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Colo. State Legislature in session; A mixed bag of bills
by Lisa Cyriacks
“In the opinion of Mark Twain
at least, no man’s life, liberty, or
property are safe because the Legislature is in session.”
The Colorado State Legislature convened January 8, 2014 and
already over 390 bills have been introduced for consideration.
Tobacco
More recently introduced is
House Bill 1253, raising the age to
purchase tobacco to 21.
The bill would make Colorado the first state with a statewide
21-to-smoke law. The bill would
apply to cigarettes, smokeless tobacco, electronic cigarettes and tobacco vaporizers.
Senator Steve King, R-Grand
Junction, one of the bill’s sponsors
argues “You have to be 21 to gamble. You have to be 21 to drink. You
have to be 21 to smoke marijuana.
Why are we not consistent about
tobacco?”
Elections
Another piece of legislation,
HB 1164, being considered written
to “harmonize” special district and
local elections with last year’s HB
1303 election bill. Like HB 1303,
the new local government code requires all-mail ballot elections and
allows voters to register and cast a
ballot on the day of the election. Eligible voters must live in the election district for 22 days and new
registrants must attest to their
residency and intent to live in the
district or municipality.
HB 1164 quickly passed the
House along party lines. In the Senate there was over eight hours of
debate—the longest debate so far,
eventually passing along party lines.
Opponents to the bill point
to the fact that residency requirements could have been addressed
in a much shorter bill than the
136-pages under consideration. Instead the heart of the controversy
seems to lie with the changes introduced last year under HB 1303
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which resulted in problems in the
November 2013 elections.
An example would be the
Broomfield city-county election on
banning hydraulic fracturing. “It
may sound like I’m in support of
1164, but I’m not,” Rick Fernandez,
chairman of Broomfield Republicans, testified in front of the House
Committee on State, Veterans and
Military Affairs. “The reason I think
1164 needs to be voted down is it is
going to address Band-Aid issues
within 1303, and I would prefer
1303 be repealed and we go back to
a situation where we knew we had
consistencies in the way that our
election laws were enforced.”
He pointed out that before
2013, Broomfield had not been involved in any lawsuits regarding
election laws. But this year the
county is fighting five lawsuits.
The court cases mostly revolve
around a measure that banned hydraulic fracturing in Broomfield,
though the premise of the cases
hinge on election administration,
not the merits of the ballot question itself.
Introducing the bill on the
Senate floor, Senator Jesse Ulibarri (D-Commerce City) highlighted
another residency requirement conundrum that surfaced following
passage of HB 1303, which was
whether a voter simply needs to
show intent to live in a district in
order to vote there.
Jon Caldara, president of the
libertarian Independence Institute, made a point during the recall
election of Senate President John
Morse last summer by registering
to vote in a district in which he did
not reside, though he did not actually vote in the election. He wanted
to demonstrate a loophole in HB
1303. The attorney general’s office
investigated the incident and decided that it would not criminally
charge Caldara for the stunt.
“We need to have a serious discussion about voter integrity, but
that’s not in this bill,” said Ulibarri,
who added that he felt “maligned
here over and over” by Republican
critics of HB 1164. Ulibarri said
he’d “love” to work with Democrats
and Republicans to draft bills to increase penalties for voter fraud and
abettors who “offer their basement

as a fake residence.”
Bars
A bill is advancing through
the legislature that would allow
bars to stay open past 2am at the
discretion of cities and towns. The
proposal would let municipalities
decide whether or not to let bars
stay open until 4:30am. Current
Colorado law prohibits the sale of
alcohol from 2 to 7am.
Water
State Senator Gail Schwartz
(D-Snowmass Village) is co-sponsoring a bill that would require approval of the Colorado legislature
on a statewide water plan now under development.
In May 2013, Governor John
Hickenlooper issued an executive
order for the Colorado Water Plan
to be based on regional plans developed by river-basin “roundtables”
around the state.
The Colorado Water Plan is
supposed to describe how the state’s
population, which is expected to
grow from 5.2 million to nearly 9
million by 2050, will be provided
with adequate water while not depriving the state’s ranches and rivers of the water they need to thrive.
A key question for communities on both the Western Slope and
along the Front Range is whether
more water will be piped under the
Continental Divide from the west,
where most of the state’s water
is, to the east, where most of the
state’s people are.
The bill requires the plan to
be reviewed by the Water Resources
Committee, which would then introduce a bill to approve it—or not.
Taxing internet sales
Rep. Angela Williams (DDenver) has reintroduced legislation requiring out-of state internet
retailers to collect Colorado sales
taxes, House Bill 1269. Williams
expects that the measure, which
she is co-sponsoring with Rep. Lois
Court (D-Denver), could generate an extra $70 million a year in
sales-tax revenue.
The taxation of on-line sales
has been a hot topic here since
2010, when the legislature passed
a law requiring out-of-state internet retailers to record the amount
of sales tax owed to Colorado by
their customers. The federal court
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threw out the law, but a new lawsuit has been filed in the Denver
District Court. The Direct Marketing Association sued the state to
block the law.
Natural disasters
Bipartisan efforts to give the
state further flexibility after a
natural disaster are also currently
under consideration. Emergency
management legislation (HB 141004) allows the governor to declare a natural disaster and provide individual financial assistance
without waiting for a declaration
from the president. As it is now, the
governor can only provide financial
assistance to affected individuals if
the president has declared a natural disaster for their county.
“This bill empowers the state
to act as swiftly as possible to help
Coloradans clean up, rebuild, and
recover after a natural disaster,”
said Sen. Nicholson, HB 14-1004
sponsor.
Also under consideration is
Senate Bill 14-097, which states
that public agencies are not liable
for wildfire mitigation efforts conducted by private insurance companies. The bill also clarifies that
private insurance companies are
not protected from liability under
the Colorado Governmental Immunity Act. This bill would affect instances, for example, where a local
county sheriff or fire chief grants
private insurance companies access to evacuated areas to protect
insurable property.
Gun control
Efforts to repeal Colorado’s
restrictions on the purchase of gun
magazines larger than 15 rounds
came to an abrupt halt in committee. By a 7 to 4 vote, members
of the House State, Veterans and
Military Affairs Committee, which
is controlled by Democrats, postponed HB 14-1151 indefinitely.
Gun control became a hot
topic when Angela Giron D-Pueblo
and Senate President John Morse
D-Colorado Springs were recalled
by voters arguably because of their
stance on gun control.
Official state symbols
Colorado already has several
state symbols, from the aquamarine as its gemstone to Colorado
blue spruce as the state tree. The
state also has the Yule Marble as
its state rock and the columbine as
the state flower.
And soon the Colorado Legislature is expected to approve the
claret cup, also known as the kingcup, as the official state cactus.

Happy Birthday,
dear Daleth!
With love from all
The Eaglettes
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A solar
temple in Crestone!
by Paul Shippee
A sacred temple is being built
at a retreat center high in the
mountains above our Crestone/
Baca community. Since the location
is far from any electric utilities,
this 3-story temple is enjoying a
generous contribution of both solar-generated heat and electricity.
The temple is located on the
Tibetan meditation center land
named Samten Ling and sits among

embodied in its name, Sangdo Palri, which reflects the “tradition of
the old realized ones.” Sangdo Palri
in Tibetan means Glorious Copper
(or Ruby) Colored Mountain and
symbolically represents the mindessence of Padmasambhava (or
Guru Rinpoche), the Indian spiritual adept who brought the original Buddhism from India to Tibet
in the 8th century.
The traditional three stories
of the Sangdo Palri
temple
represent
the three aspects,
namely: body, speech
and mind, of the enlightenment
potential of all human beings. Therefore, it is
a teaching temple
intended to remind
beings of what the
realized mind of enlightenment and sanity actually look like.
People seeing and understanding this symbolic teaching aspect
of the sacred temple
can then view an alternative vision of
humanity’s potential
than that presented
by Western psycholoTalmath Lakai installing solar thermal equipment.
gy. Basically, the temple can be viewed as a lamp that
high rocky peaks surrounded by
dispels darkness. That’s what it is
our National Forest Wilderness
and that’s what it stands for. What
Area. This special location was dofuels that lamp? The wisdom and
nated by the Manitou Foundation
compassion inherent to the human
for the practice of Tibetan Budmind. This is the spiritual view of
dhist meditation and hosts a dozen
the temple’s purpose.
small cabins for long-term retreats
Next, the secular aspect of
of 100 days to several years.
a Sangdo Palri temple is to conDzigar Kongtrul Rinpoche,
vey, inspire and project a vision of
the spiritual director of Mangala
world peace. Not only a vision but
Shri Bhuti, the nonprofit organiperhaps, according to Rinpoche, a
zation and spiritual community
palpable encouragement to utilize
that owns this retreat land, has
wisdom and compassion as a means
been carefully nurturing its develto work for and realize world peace
opment as a sanctuary for more
among nations, individuals and all
than 20 years. One of his early viour relations. This vision and this
sions for this sacred land devoted
encouragement is especially needed
to meditation practice was to build
in our fragile and dangerous time of
a traditional Vajrayana Buddhist
warfare, unrestrained conflict, clitemple such as is found in Asian
mate change, and general ignorance
countries like Bhutan, India and
Tibet. According to
Rinpoche, the purpose of building
such an ancient
temple with revered origins is
three-fold: spiritual, secular and political. I will offer
an explanation of
each of these now.
The spiritual
aspect of this 3-story, 55-foot high
View of solar thermal collector array that provides heating
temple building is for the temple.

Temple entrance in October, 2013.

of relational, cooperative and diplomatic skills. To this secular end, the
Sangdo Palri temple in Crestone
will be the only publicly accessible
building of its kind in North America. There is another one in California that is not open to the public.

providing heat to the basement via
the radiant floor concrete slab.
A crew of skilled local carpenters are now busy working indoors
on the architectural temple details
using American ingenuity and power
tools that are powered by electricity

Pumping concrete up to second and third floor verandas in December, 2013.

from the sun through a solar electric
The political aspect of this
system also installed by Talmath.
Sangdo Palri temple, according to
Thus the carpenters are creating the
Rinpoche, is primarily that it is
intricate millwork for the elaborate
being built in America, a country
symbolic expression of the temple’s
that wields enormous influence
time-honored interior and exterior
on the world stage. This particusacred architecture that will serve
lar aspect can only add fuel to the
generations into the future.
fires of blessed unrest spreading
To see more pictures or learn
among the people in America, and
more about the Sangdo Palri Temin the world, who are tired of wars
ple of Wisdom and Compassion
and who are articulating visions of
visit: www.msbsangdopalri.org or
world peace and justice as well as
contact Sasha Meyerowitz: vp_detaking serious social and political
velopment@mangalashribhuti.org.
action toward peaceable relations
and survival.
Yet another aspect of this sacred
temple is environmental. This concerns the physical
operating energy of
the building itself.
Located high in a remote mountain location and powered by
the bright Colorado
sunshine, this offgrid
building is self-sufficient with its on-sitegenerated
heating
and electricity. The
solar thermal panels, installed by local
and talented Talmath
Lakai of New Gen Dzogar Kontrul Rinpoche with crew & crane lifting the top roof
Energy, are already beams in February, 2013.
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Astrologically Speaking
. . . with Ananur

(mountain time zone calculated)
Mercury finally turned direct
on February 28. I certainly have felt
it. I took my computer to the shop
only to find that there was nothing
wrong with it. I needed to contact
the internet server and get a few
things corrected. The car mechanic
ordered a new fender for my car in
order to pass inspection. That fender
didn’t arrive in his shop for over a
week, and it still hasn’t been fixed.
Our schedules are not coinciding.
March 1 the new cycle begins
with the New Moon with the Sun and
Moon at 10° of Pisces in a find aspect
to Uranus at 10° of Aries. Open to
trusting your gut feelings and act
on them without hesitation. I have
to recommend a book I’ve just read
for the third time. It’s about Rumi
and Shams, called The Forty Rules
of Love, by Elif Shafak. A perfect
book to read at this time. One more
thing about this New Moon: it is in
a positive aspect with Jupiter at 10°
of Cancer. Open up to the gifts given
to you by our Creator. At this time
(the next 29 ½ days) we are privy
to know more of what we know yet
has been hidden from us by personality needs and demands. Wisdom
and healing are available to those
who are ready to receive. Those most
personally influenced are those born
February 27-March 2, June 28-July
2, and October 3-November 2 of any
year. Spiritual blessings are offered
to all of us. “Open Your Heart and
Let the Sunshine In.” “Let It Be.” “All
You Need Is Love.” “I Love You More
than You’ll ever Know.” So much of
our music reflects the inner yearning
to extend love.
March 1-5/19 Mars will be in
retrograde motion. We all have to
make an extra effort to get things rolling. The energy of Mars is now focused
inward for inner therapeutic work.
March 1-2 Venus and Mars
are in a challenging 90° aspect, suggesting that romantic relationships
are being tested and this is a rocky

time.

March 2 the Sun is in an awkward aspect to Mars. You can’t make
things happen. You have to go with
what feels right and drop it if you’re
aware enough to notice that you are
suddenly going against the natural
flow of things. Anger and frustration
are likely.
March 1-3 the Sun is in a powerfully positive aspect with Pluto
which says in my mind that anything
can happen now. It’s the best time of
all for overcoming addictions and
obsessions. Expectations play a role
here in confusing your mind. Certain
circumstances may look messy and
end up being the best thing that ever
happened to you.
March 5-April 5 Venus is in
Aquarius nudging all of us to see
each other as “brother and sister.”
Our thoughts about each other can
change the world we live in. It’s favored now to get to know people of
all different walks of life.
March 6 Jupiter will be turning direct after being retrograde
since November 2013. Financial circumstances will improve, especially
because of the New Moon in a fine
aspect to Jupiter now.
March 8-10 Mercury is in an
awkward aspect to Saturn which is
known to stir up negative thoughts.
It take real effort to re-direct your
thinking. Of course singing helps!
March 11 Venus is in a fine aspect with Neptune encouraging the
deep longing within you for a refined
love relationship where you are both
cherishing each other.
March 11-13 the Sun is in a
positive aspect with Saturn increasing concentration.
March 12-14 Mercury is nicely aspecting Mars speeding up your
mind and welcoming in new ideas to
toss around. Daily life seems to be
moving at a faster pace.
March 14 Mercury is in a
challenging aspect to Uranus. Think

Go digital, save a tree, and win!

Did you know you can have San Luis
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative’s newsletter delivered to your inbox? Visit
www.slvrec.com and click on the link to
sign up. If you are a co-op member, call
customer service to have your snail mail
subscription stopped.
In addition to conserving resources,
being a digital subscriber gives you a
chance to win! Every month, SLVREC
will randomly select one member’s name
from the digital subscription list. The
drawing will be held around the 10th of each month. The selected co-op
member will receive a $25 credit on their electric bill! The winner for the
month will be announced in the following month’s Newsboy. Be sure to sign
up before June to be entered in a special drawing at the Annual Meeting for
a $77 bill credit!
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before speaking. Try to avoid being
sarcastic as it can often be harmful.
Your nervous system is sped up.
March 15 Mercury now that
it is no longer retrograde is making
lots of aspects. Today Mercury is
aspecting Pluto which wants you to
dive deeply into your psychological
past and find forgiveness as a release
from any guilt or shame you may be
carrying. Pluto takes the mind to a
deeper level of exploration.
March 16 is similar to March
2 when the Sun was in an awkward
aspect to Mars. That is true today.
Try not to be too impulsive. Anger is
likely to come up.
March 16 at 11:07am the Full
Moon will take place with the Moon
at 26° of Virgo and the Sun at 26°
of Pisces. Are you able to let go and
trust your gut feelings and not analyze them to death? You can put your
gut feelings to good use if you pay
attention and act on them. Someone
may need your nurturance.
March 16-18 Venus is in a
positive aspect to Uranus. A new
relationship that begins now would
have sparkling chemistry. Romance
is surely in the air. What you two
discuss would add to the sparkle between you.
March 17 Venus is in an
awkward aspect with Jupiter. It is
known to stir up indulgent behavior.
In fact writing this right now I want
to walk to the nearby store and get
some chocolate mint chip ice cream!
Whoa. Mercury enters into Pisces
and remains here until April 7. With
Mercury in Pisces you’re more inclined to dream and carry the dream
state into everyday reality. That can
be confusing. You also may have an
inkling of what others are thinking,
especially if you were born with the
Sun, Moon in Pisces or if your Rising
Sign is in Pisces.
March 20 Venus is in a favorable aspect to Pluto which takes
romance to a deeper level of understanding one another. The Sun
leaves Pisces today and enters into
Aries at 10:58am Mountain Time
Zone. This marks the first day of
spring. Are you ready to start anew
by putting new plans into action and
taking risks to explore new options?
Aries is a fire sign and stimulates
the energy inside each of us that is
daring and excited to take chances
and explore new “territories.”
March 20-22 Mercury and
Neptune are close together in Pisces.

You can be easily influenced by music and film. Be selective during this
phase. Scary movies could be damaging more than we realize.
March 24-26 Mercury is now
in a positive aspect to Jupiter. This is
an ideal aspect for writers. Your cleverness is peaking. If you are someone who wants to write but has not
gotten started yet, this is the day to
begin to write freely, just allow the
words to come. Don’t think about orderliness or editing.
March 25-27 Mercury is in a
fine aspect to Pluto which suggests
that thinking deeply about your life
and relationships will bring needed
insight.
March 26 the Sun in Aries is
nicely aspecting Neptune in Pisces,
increasing psychic awareness and
creativity. Mercury is also in an intuitive aspect to Uranus ushering
in flashes of genius. Be ready to jot
down the insights that come out of
the blue.
March 27 is a day that could
be somewhat discouraging because
the Sun is awkwardly aspecting Saturn. Take good care of your health.
Do what you know that works to
boost your immune system.
March 27-29 Venus is in a
positive aspect to Mars while at the
same time awkwardly aspecting Saturn. Relationships that are new are
being challenged for durability. The
attraction is strong yet there are
some underlying issues of trust that
need to be dealt with directly and
honestly.
March 28 hard work comes
from being well organized and set up
with the proper tools. Mars is nicely
aspecting Saturn today and will give
you the energy you need to focus in
on the project at hand.
March 30 the New Moon will
take place with the Sun and Moon
at 9° of Aries and Uranus close by
at 12° of Aries. Sudden out of the
blue occurrences describe the next
29½-day cycle for all of us. Those
born between March 30-April 5 will
be nudged on a soul level to drop old
diminishing beliefs and step into the
light of knowingness and trust who
they are rather than taking note
from outside of themselves. This is a
time for learning by taking chances.
Ananur Forma lived in Crestone from 1996-2003 and now resides on the rocky coats of Maine,
just 4 hours north of Boston. 207594-2565.
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by Kim Malville
What’s happening in the
skies this month?
March 1: The Red Planet
Mars becomes retrograde. Watch it
move relative to Spica, from east to
west.
March 3: Saturn reaches its
stationary point and begins retrograde.
March 6: Jupiter has ceased
its retrograde motion. On this day
it is stationary, moving neither to
the east nor to the west. Tomorrow
it starts slowly moving direct, eastward, among the
stars.
March 9: Jupiter lies above the
moon, which is above Orion. There’s
nearly a straight line connecting Jupiter, the moon, and Betelgeuse.
March 17/18: The moon, Spica,
and Mars form a beautiful triangle.
March 20: The sun crosses the
celestial equator at 10:57am MDT,
establishing Vernal
Equinox.
The lost asteroid
Last month we learned that a
Near-Earth Asteroid (NEO), 2000
EM26, measuring 885’ across and
traveling at a speed of 27,000 miles

gone missing.
When a robotic telescope in the Canary Islands
turned to the predicted position, the
asteroid was nowhere to be found.
This potentially close encounter comes a year after two unusual
asteroid events which occurred on
February 15, 2013. That’s when 98’wide asteroid 2012 DA14 buzzed by
our planet. The office-building sized
chunk of rock came closer to Earth
than most orbiting communication
and weather satellites. Coincidentally, that same day another 65’-wide
meteor exploded above the central
Russian city of Chelyabinsk.
So what did happen to asteroid
2000 EM26? The most likely scenario is that it is on a slightly different
path from its expected trajectory,
and the telescope wasn’t looking
in the right place. Asteroid 2000
EM26 was discovered 14 years ago
and has not been seen since, so astronomers have limited information
about it. Not knowing enough about
how the asteroid rotates makes it
hard to know how other forces, like
radiation pressure from sunlight
might nudge the
rock onto a different trajectory.
The
asteroid
may simply too
dark in color to
see easily. Actually, Moby Dick is
misnamed. Even
though it’s a
whale of a rock, it
is not white, but
as dark as coal:
chalk up one for
poetic license!
The
word
from NASA is
A new crater appears on Mars. 
photo courtesy of NASA
“Don’t
Panic”.
Asteroids 65’ in
diameter like the one that hit the
per hour would buzz our planet on
atmosphere above Chelyabinsk atFebruary 17/18. The encouraging
tack our planet only once or twice a
word was there is utterly no chance
century. Most fall over oceans or unof collision since it will miss our
populated areas like the Antarctic.
planet by a safe margin of 2million
NASA has been charged by Congress
miles, something like nine times the
to locate Potentially Hazardous Asdistance of the moon.
teroids (PHAs), although recent cuts
Remote controlled telescopes
in their budget make the task diffion the Canary Islands, off the coast
cult. PHAs come threateningly close
of West Africa, were all set to phototo the Earth, within 4,650,000 miles,
graph its approach. Now, as I write
with a diameters larger than 500’ in
this, a week after its predicted apdiameter. There are currently 1458
proach that asteroid called Moby
known PHAs of which Moby Dick
Dick by some astronomers, has
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is one. If you were
living on Mars, I’d
advise you to panic.
An asteroid
hits Mars
Last
month
I reported on the
peculiar rock photographed by Opportunity on Mars
that appeared out
of nowhere. It could
have been a meteorite that landed
nearby, which was
not very likely because there was no An asteroid three times the size of a football field flies past
Earth On Feb 17.  drawing by P. Carril, European Space Agency
impact crater. It
could have been a
Mars in mid-2012, the Curioslow velocity rock ejected from nearity rover is combing its surface for
by meteor impact. Now, it appears to
clues of ancient or modern life. Rebe roadkill. What a letdown, roadcent findings by Curiosity include
kill! The rock apparently was kicked
evidence for an ancient freshwater
up by the wheels of the rover. If only
lake, and the disappointing lack
Crestone still had the Roadkill Cafe,
of evidence for methane, which
a photo of this Martian rock could
could have been evidence of real
festoon its walls.
but primitive life on the planet.
But asteroids do rain down
To continue its investigation, the
on Mars. A NASA satellite orbiting
car-sized rover is planning to drive
Mars has detected a new crater some
up Mt. Sharp, the central peak of
100’ in diameter and surrounded by

Tire tracks of Curiosity as it crosses Dingo Gap on Mars. 

a blast zone that is as wide as 9.3
miles. The impressive crater was produced in a dune field, sometime in
the period July 2010 and May 2012.
Impacts producing craters this large
occur at a rate of about 200 per year
across the planet. That’s a lot! Mars
is a dangerous place for two reasons.
It is at the inner edge of the asteroid belt and a slight nudge of one of
those rocks could send it easily hurtling onto the Red Planet. Secondly,
Mars has a very thin atmosphere,
so smaller rocks are not incinerated
like they are in our atmosphere. Be
grateful you are an Earthling.
Curiosity in search of life
on Mars
Landing on the surface of

photo courtesy of NASA

the large crater in which it landed. The mountain is named after
Robert Sharp, a legendary geology professor at Caltech. In order
to avoid more dangerous and rocky
terrain, Curiosity was directed to
drive through a gap in a high sand
dune that had blocked a useful entrance to Mt. Sharp. After completing this trip though Dingo Gap,
the robotic rover looked backward
and took this picture showing the
sand mound covered with its wheel
tracks. The pictures gives a wonderful sense of what it would be
like to visit Mars. Does it remind
anyone else of the four-wheel road
toward Medano Pass in the Great
Sand Dunes?
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Rio Grande Interbasin Roundtable
Valley water meetings, recent and upcoming
by Bea Ferrigno
RGRT: The regular monthly
meeting of the Rio Grande Interbasin Roundtable (RGRT) held in
Alamosa on February 11 opened
with a presenatation by Brendon
Rockey of Rockey farms in Center.
The Rockey family cultivates a
large variety of potatoes and seed
potatoes on healthy soil developed
without killing chemicals such as
fungicides, pesticides, and herbicides. The Rockey methods are not
officially organic, but use “biotic”
soil primers such as green manures,
companion crops, innoculations of
beneficial bacteria and fungi, and
predatory insects rather than tillage and chemicals which each have
adverse effects. The result is a resilient soil with greater pore spaces so
that less water is required to raise
a crop. Average water consumption
for potatoes grown in the valley is
16”-18”, whereas the Rockey Farm
typically uses 12”-14”.
Basin Plan: Tom Spezze presented an update of the ongoing basin water plan effort. The steering
committee has articulated several
goals including protection, preservation, and enhancement of the
watersheds and of the doctrine of
prior appropriation; sustenance of
the aquifers; development of infrastructure, including storage; maintenance of the agricultural economy; development of multi-purpose

projects; ensuring that Compact
obligations and other demands are
met; longterm educational outreach
efforts; reduction of consumptive
use without sffecting crop yields;
and addressing municipal and industrial needs and quality requirements. A Water Resources 101
handbook is being prepared for free
valley-wide distribution this spring.
Water Division 3: Craig Cotten reported on several matters including anticipated water supply
(snowpack in the upper Rio Grande
basin was 81% of average at press
time), the Rio Grande Compact
meeting to be held on March 20
in Santa Fe NM, and an intent
to sue filed against Colorado, the
Army Corps of Engineers, the Bureau of Reclamation, and the Fish
and Wildlife Service by Wild Earth
Guardians under the Endangered
Species Act for lack of water in
parts of the Rio Grande in New
Mexico that threatens the silvery
minnow. Colorado is in compliance
with the Compact which regulates
how much water goes to downstream states, but the Guardians
said “Colorado can no longer hide
behind the Compact.”
Rules Committee:
The
55-member advisory (aka rules)
committee is close to a final version
of regulations for groundwater in
the valley. The next, possibly last,
meeting will be March 20 at the

Inn of the Rio Grande in Alamosa.
These meetings are open to the
public and lunch is provided.
At the previous meeting on
January 23, it was reported that
the Division 3 staff has been compiling a database of existing limits
according to well decrees. A rolling
average of pumping in the 5-year
period 2010-2013 will be used to
determine allowable pumping for
2014. Letters were to be sent to
some 100 valley pumpers who will
be required to forego or reduce
pumping in the coming season.
In response to a question
about the role of the advisory committee once rules are submitted to
water Court, State Engineer Dick
Wolfe said that input from the committee would be sought to address

any objections that might be lodged
or modifications needed. Once rules
and regulations become effective,
the committee might be disbanded
but might also continue as a similar
group to address implementation
of the rules and to review policies.
Lead modeler James Heath
fielded a number of questions about
the model and the response functions. Basically the model takes
in a large number of variables including snowpack, which supplies
85% of the valley’s water, to describe changing conditions, while
the response functions project how
pumping needs to be adjusted under dry, wet, or average conditions.
It is expected that the model will be
complete—additional research was
being done on the San Luis and Saguache creek areas—by the March
20 meeting. At press time it was
not clear whether another informational meeting would be held in Saguache County prior to the March
20 gathering in Alamosa.

Spirit & Nature
A Unique Opportunity to Purchase Institutional Parcels for Sale by

The Manitou Foundation
• 70 Acre Parcel Zoned Institutional – Bordering the Grants and USFW
• 40 Acre Parcel Zoned Institutional - Bordering the National Park and
Adjacent to the Ziggurat
Manitou Foundation seeks partners in land stewardship who are ecologically minded and
attuned to enhancing both our Community and Sacred Lands
All proceeds from land sales support the Manitou Habitat and Conservation Program, Earth
Origin Seeds, Manitou Hermitage Program and Camp Manitou

For more information - email Suzanne Foote:
spirit@manitou.org

*Institutional: This designation may accommodate activities, which require significant infrastructure and substantial numbers of people on a regular basis.
Religious projects/activities, adult education, specialized training facilities,conference centers, schools and libraries, and related support operations are allowable uses. Impact assessment and mitigation will be required. All operations must provide on-site parking, and, sanitary facilities to accommodate peak use.
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Water users in northern SLV present proposal to legislature
A recent meeting between citizens of northern Saguache County
and State Representative Vigil and
State Senator Crowder resulted in
a draft resolution and recommendations, condensed by Bea Ferrigno, below. Full text of the resolution
and Rio Grande Water Conservation District Manager Steve Vandiver’s response were published in
the Valley Courier on February 12.
Comments may be sent to larry.
crowder. senate@state.co.us and
edward.vigil. house@state.co.us.
[The resolution cites the] preamble of SB 222-04: “Concerning
the authority of the state engineer
to administer underground water
use in Water Division 3, and in connection therewith, 1) protecting
senior surface water rights, 2) preventing unreasonable underground
water level declines, 3) maintaining sustainable underground water
supplies, 4) and encouraging the
use of groundwater management
subdistricts in water district 3.”
Draft resolution
As concerned water users of
the northern San Luis Valley, specifically Saguache Creek, San Luis
Creek and their side tributaries we
believe that the State Engineer, the

Rio Grande Water Conservation
District, the Water Courts, and the
sub-district board managers have
failed to achieve the first three
goals of SB 222-04 . . .
1) Decline of the aquifer [has
led] to accelerated ongoing injury
to senior surface water rights, native range lands, ephemeral wetlands and riparian areas. Actions
taken by Sub-District #1 over the
past two years have proven ineffective; financial incentives . . . have
proven inadequate in halting the
decline of the aquifer without beginning to address its restoration.
2) The Closed Basin Project
has outlived its original purpose
[and] . . . is now mining groundwater adding further injury to surface
water rights. This project is now
violating the terms and conditions
of the 1972 authorizing legislation.
3) Inability of the state engineer to implement the priority system when managing groundwater.
The following solutions to
these issues were agreed upon:
1) Require sub-districts to incrementally replace depletions to
the aquifer and to increase the level of the aquifer annually by 5 percent, based on the 20-year guideline

set forth in the Water Management
Plan of Sub-District 1.
2) Implement a moratorium
on pumping by the Closed Basin
Project until such time as a sustainable level of the aquifer has
been achieved.
3) Enable the state engineer
to administer wells lacking augmentation plans according to the
doctrine of prior appropriation.
Additional concerns and suggested solutions [included]
1) Lack of water for augmentation in proposed Sub-District #5
due to conservation easements tying the water to the land . . . This
renders the sub-district concept
unworkable on San Luis and Saguache Creeks. Impose an 11-inch
per acre limit on non-augmented
groundwater pumping until rules
and regulations are adopted.
2) . . . Questionable data being used in the model. Additional
studies and monitoring wells are
needed . . . to verify the numbers
in the model.
3) The newly implemented
irrigation season results in a taking of historical private property
rights. Amend SB 222-04 to remove
streams with no Compact obliga-

tions from the irrigation season.
4) [Add a] compensation provision in the sub-district plan to
mitigate injury to senior surface
water right holders when wet water cannot be provided to offset depletions. Require sub-districts . . .
to create a funding method to compensate injuries to senior surface
water right holders, administered
by an unbiased panel.
A sustainable aquifer is essential to both surface and ground
water users. It is the basis for the
San Luis Valley agricultural economy and is the major component of
drought mitigation for both surface
and groundwater users to prevent
the boom or bust effects of our sporadic weather. Serious damage to
the function of the physical aquifer
itself is inevitable if we continue to
abuse it. Speedy recovery of our aquifer will benefit both surface and
groundwater users with additional
benefits to wildlife, the environment and a sustainable economy.
Respectfully
submitted
1/28/14: Peggy Godfrey, Timothy
Lovato, Thomas McCracken, Ed
Nielsen, Martin Shellabarger, John
Werner.

Rio Grande Water Conservation District Manager responds
Steven Vandiver’s response
condensed for The Crestone Eagle
by Bea Ferrigno; for full text, see the
Valley Courier of February 12.
Subdistrict No. 1 (SD1) of the
Rio Grande Water Conservation
District (RGWCD) voluntarily began working to ensure that injurious depletions from wells are replaced to the affected streams and
to restore water levels in the Unconfined Aquifer of the Closed Basin. The RGWCD formed SD1 based
on a petition signed by a majority of
land owners within the SD. Since
2010 it has been collecting fees from
all irrigation well owners to acquire
replacement water supplies and to
reduce pumping.
Subdistrict No. 1 does not
have legal authority to stop lawfully
decreed wells from pumping. Wells
that are replacing their injurious
depletions and contributing to aquifer recovery efforts pursuant to a
court-approved Plan of Water Management (PWM) are entitled to continue pumping. The SD’s purpose is
to assess fees for well pumping and
to use that income first to purchase
replacement water supplies to offset injurious depletions and second,
to retire irrigated lands to reduce
demand on the aquifer. These priorities were specified by the Water
Court and confirmed by the Supreme Court. The amount and location of injurious depletions that the
SD must replace are determined by
the State’s groundwater model. Following extensive judicial review, the
Water Court found that the model
was the most appropriate tool to
determine the amount, location and
timing of depletions caused by well
pumping. The Colorado Supreme
Court confirmed that determination. As a result, the model is currently the only mechanism available to quantify well depletions.

When the Colorado General
Assembly enacted Senate Bill 04222 it specified two separate standards for the management of the
aquifers in the Valley. These standards apply to the management of
all groundwater withdrawals in
the Valley, not just those occurring
in SD1. The first requires the unconfined aquifer to be managed as
a reservoir with a fluctuating level
so that it is filled in times of plenty
and drawn down in times of shortage. The second standard allows the
confined aquifer to fluctuate within the range experienced between
1978-2000. No time lines were set
for either standard to be met or
maintained.
When SD1 was formed by the
RGWCD, its Board of Managers . .
. decided that the unconfined aquifer within SD1 should be managed
to attain between 200,000 and
400,000 acre-feet less than was estimated to have existed in 1976. Because the aquifer level was already
lower than that when the SD was
formed, the managers considered
that the aquifer recovery would
take 20 years and provided standards to achieve recovery within
that period. Now in its fourth year,
SD1 has fully replaced all injurious depletions identified by the
state’s model each year and has
made other efforts to reduce pumping and irrigation. The results include the withdrawal of more than
30,000 acres of formerly irrigated
land and a reduction in pumping of
more than 100,000 acre-feet. These
substantial achievements have
been accomplished without the imposition of rules and while all other
wells in the Valley, outside SD1,
operate unhindered. Only when
all well users in the Valley are subject to the same standards will the
system of conjunctive water use be

effective and ensure that injurious
depletions to senior surface water
rights are fully replaced.
The Closed Basin Project
(CBP) was constructed by the federal government to salvage water that
was being lost . . . in the sump area
of the Closed Basin. It was based
upon scientific studies . . . and upon
a specific judicial finding that water
was available for the project if it operated under limitations . . . to ensure that the groundwater table did
not decline more than two feet in
any well outside the project boundary. More than 100 observation
wells have been closely monitored
since the project began operation.
Whenever measurements in the
area around the project approach
the statutory limitation, project
wells are shut down. Since full CBP
operations commenced in 1988, the
water produced has been delivered
to the Rio Grande and relied upon
by senior surface water rights as an
offset to potentially injurious depletions. The use of the project for that
purpose was approved through an
agreement among a number of water user organizations in the Valley
and was subsequently publicly noticed and confirmed by the District
Court. The CBP continues to func-

tion in exactly the same way and for
the same purposes for which it was
constructed; it provides a significant benefit to water users on the
Rio Grande and Conejos Rivers.
We detail these facts because
there [continue to be misunderstandings
and
misstatements
about water regulation in the Valley.] Ultimately, it will be necessary for everyone to engage in an
open and public discourse on these
important issues. Every proposal
needs to present a solution that not
only accomplishes the purposes of
water management, but also ensures that the agricultural economy that is so critical to the Valley’s
economic health . . . is protected.
That means solutions cannot be
designed to protect or enhance only
one segment of the community. The
goal of Ray Wright and the folks
who envisioned the benefits that
could accrue to the Valley by establishing groundwater management
SDs was to protect the interest of
the Valley as a whole over individual interests. We hope it will continue to be the goal of water management for the future.
Steven Vandiver is General
Manager, Rio Grande Water Conservation District.

Building our community one project at a time since 1993

Potter Excavation, Inc.

PO Box 523

719-256-4063
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Crestone
Vivia Lawson
REALToR ®

More care...
Your goals...
Best price...

(719) 480-9384 - cell

Vivia works for you.

MLS MeMberShipS:

• San Luis Valley Board of ReaLtoRS®, Inc.
• ReaLtoRS® of Central Colorado, Inc.
• Denver Metrolist, Inc.

Reduced! $182,000

958 MEditation ol:
1,363 sf, 3 br, 1.5
bath, built in 2007.
Quiet location,
meticulously maintained, energy-wise,
bright, creative touches. Solar in-floor heat
with electric backup. $195,000 now $182,000

120c SkyViEW Way:
3 br, 1.5 bath, 1235
sf, newly renovated.
Stainless kitchen
w/granite counters.
Wrap-around,
maintenance-free deck. Seller to pay up to $5,000
of buyer’s closing costs & prepays. $159,000
cul de Sac Privacy

4236c tRanquil: 2,160 sf, 4 br, large office
or 5th bedroom, 3 bath on 2.6 acres. Expansive views, secluded, high on mountain near
retreat centers. Walk to Stupa! Seller finance
option. Must see! $335,000

196c EVERGREEn: 1,532 sf, 3 br plus office,
1.75 bath. Warm elegance with vaulted ceilings,
Tuscan faux-finishes, & great-room design.
Quiet cul-de-sac location on 1.3 acres. Walk
to trails, greenbelt & park. $184,000

1615 WilloW cREEk Way: 2-3 br, 2 bath, 1600 sf.
Open floor plan, bright, well-maintained. Hot water
heat, carport. On greenbelt. Protected on both
sides, includes lot 1616. Great value! $165,000

Chalet I

Great land Values!

Garden and hoop house

165 canyon ol: 4 br, 1.5 bath, bright with
beautiful views! 2 balconies, patio, screened porch,
greenhouse; private location on cul de sac. Near
hiking trail, park and creek. $189,000 now $182,000
Great Value at $119,000!

331 Camino Baca Grande - $4,750
360 Camino Baca Grande - $4,750
403 N. Chaparral - $8,500 New Listing!
404 N. Chaparral - $8,500 New Listing!
All with tap fee paid and services to lot!

Grants

1463 Horseshoe - nice, flat, grassy - $8,200

Casita Park (Mobile Home Estates)

57 El Cid - 2 lots, cul-de-sac - $3,000. Make offer!

See all our land listings at

www.crestoneRealEstate.net

by Matie Belle Lakish
Over the last few years many
Baca and Crestone residents have
included fruit trees in their gardening plans. Many of these young
trees now need some pruning to
help them develop a strong structure to support future growth and
encourage fruiting. The best time
to do that pruning is late winter/
early spring. In our area, in the
average year, that is late February
and the first half of March while
the tree is still dormant, but late
enough in the season to detect any
serious winterkill.

new listing - updates throughout

Beautiful Views! Stupa house

Must See inside!

Pruning your young fruit trees
—now’s the time

3510 EnchantEd: 3 br, 2 bath, 1833 sf.
Spacious kitchen, living, and master. Two tankless
water heaters for hot water & central heat. Nice
location & lot. New roof with warranty! $119,000

Prepare now for the 2014 real estate market.
Call me — I’ll be happy to assist!

Buyers : Opportunities abound throughout the Crestone/Baca
community in beautiful homes and investment properties. Hire me as
your Buyer’s Agent to be on your side throughout the purchase process.

Illustration from Backyard Fruit Production
by David R. Schlabach

An important first step in
pruning is to identify the best type
of structure for the tree. Different
varieties of fruit trees will have different growth habits, which should
be taken into account. However,
there are some general principles
that can guide pruning of young
trees. Generally, apples and pears
will want a central leader, or single
trunk, with several branches radiating outward, as in a spiral staircase. Peaches, plums and apricots,
however, will do better with an outward branching shape similar to a
basket. Within that general shape,
three to six main branches growing outward at a 45° to 90° angle
will create a framework for future
growth and fruit-bearing. Remove
excess branches to allow sunlight
and air to penetrate into the center
of the tree. When removing branches, cut close to the trunk and don’t
leave a stub to harbor disease and
insects.
After creating a main-branch
structure, look at the smaller
branches coming off the main
branches and remove any that are
pointing downward, that are too
close together, or that have dead or
injured portions. If there are any
exceptionally long, thin branches,
they are probably what is known
as a “watersprout”, and should be
removed.
The most common, and serious pruning issue in young trees
is alternate trunks coming up from
the rootstock. Unless the fruit is a

bush fruit, such as a bush cherry or
currant or gooseberry, there should
be only one trunk coming up from
the roots. If there is more than one,
often several, then your rootstock
is sending up branches that should
be removed. On a grafted tree, as
most purchased fruit trees are,
the rootstock is very vigorous but
bears small, hard fruit. The grafted
top provides the desirable variety.
Due to their vigor, rootstocks often
send up numerous shoots that can
take energy away from the fruiting top. Eventually the rootstock
will take over and the grafted
top may die back, so that inexperienced orchardists wonder why
they have such a vigorous tree with
small, hard fruit rather than the
succulent variety they planted. To
remedy this, cut back any suckers
that come up from the rootstock at
ground level, leaving only the primary trunk. You may have to do
this frequently during the first few
years.
One of my favorite pruning
guides is in Backyard Fruit Production by David R. Schlabach.
The simple, clear illustrations and
concise directions are refreshing.
The book is available from Schlabach’s Nursery, 2784 Murdock Rd.
Medina, NY 14103, for $12.95. Unfortunately, Schlabach, an Amish
family business, is not available
on the internet. A downloadable
resource is Training and Pruning
Fruit Trees, bulletin no. 7.003,
from CSU Extension at www.ext.
colostate.edu/pubs/garden. Check
our local library for other pruning
resources. If you would like assistance with pruning your young
fruit trees, call Matie Belle Lakish
at 256-4252.

256-4252

s ellers: Call today for a listing appointment. As your listing agent, I will give you personal service, national marketing exposure
through the MLS, and a strong voice in negotiations.
Whether you are selling or buying, your investment in Crestone helps to build a future for us all. Email me for an appointment:
Vivia@CrestoneRealEstate.net
Proud 2013 supporter of Neighbors Helping
Neighbors, KRZA 88.7 FM, SLV Tu Casa, the SLV
Ecosystem Council, WinterFest, and local businesses.

www.CrestoneRealEstate.net

Tel (719) 256-5800

116 S. Alder Street, Suite D

342 Santa Fe Ave. • Alamosa, CO 81101 • (719) 589-9228
Fax: (719) 589-0319 • info@oandvprinting.com • www.oandvprinting.com
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As the Worm Turns
March planting

by Leigh Mills
March heralds the start of
planting season here on the Heyokah Homestead. Several of the outside garden beds are covered in
plastic sheeting to warm up the
soil in preparation for planting root
crops and early season greens such
as spinach, cilantro and hearty lettuce. As soon as the beds are ready
and my biodynamic calendar suggests an optimum time, those seeds
will be planted outdoors. I’ll cover
the soil with a layer of mulch, install metal hoops and cover with the
bed with a layer of 4mil clear plastic
to keep it insulated from the spring
nighttime temperatures and those
cold, snowy days we’re sure to have.
Long season, warm weather
crops like tomatoes, peppers, and
some flowers I will start indoors. I
like to reuse my planting containers year after year and clean them
with warm, soapy water to remove
any old soil and possible germs
that may be present. Some recommend using a tiny bit of bleach
in the rinse water to sterilize the
clean pot. Another step to starting
seeds indoors is mixing the potting
soil. What I use varies each year.
This year I’m using a mixture of
coconut shell, store-bought potting

soil and plain garden soil. I make
sure the store bought stuff is not
treated with a bunch of chemicals
and extra fertilizer, especially for
starting seeds. Too much nitrogen
or other imbalance in the starting
medium can damage the seed and
it won’t germinate.
I mix the potting mediums
either in a bucket or wheelbarrow,
depending on how many pots I’m
filling. Then I add a bit of water to
moisten the medium before filling
the pots. Otherwise, using dry soil
can allow the first watering to pass
through quickly, lower the soil level
considerably, and possibly displace
the newly planted seed to where it
settles at the bottom of the pot and
might not germinate properly. So
I add enough water to moisten the
soil mixture where it starts to stick
together. Then I fill the pots by
scooping them through the soil mix
and gently tamping them to settle
the moist soil a bit.
Once the pots are prepped, I
make little plant indicator labels.
The store bought ones are expensive for me, so I make my own out
of bamboo skewers and masking
tape. I use a black marker to write
the name of the plant and the thin
bamboo fits nicely into the small

It is more work, but I like to cover my raised garden beds with plastic to give me up to
4 extra months of growing, two in the spring and two months in the fall.

pots. The nature of the bamboo
also allows for years of use. Now
it’s time to plant.
I generally make a little hole
for each seed in the soil medium,
using the tip of a plant label. Then
I place the seeds in my hand and
say a little prayer of gratitude for it
and visualize it growing to healthy

fullness. The seeds go into the soil,
and after all the pots are planted
and marked, I gently water them.
Our greenhouse gets a bit too chilly
at night for starting seeds, so the
trays come into the house at night
and back into the warm and sunny
greenhouse during the days. Happy spring planting!

I’ve been using this method for my plant labels for many years. It’s very inexpensive
and the bamboo is re-usable, year after year.

2-collector domestic hot water solar system
Starting at $7995 for roof mount.
Includes: 2 collectors, racking,
80-gallon high performance tank,
pump station, glycol, piping,
controller, & warranteed installation.
Here is a fully planted tray, labeled, watered, and ready to start the process of
growth. I love spring!

The CAMINO de CRESTONE
Five pilgrimages in 2014:
Jun 14-21 Jul 5-12 Aug 9-16
Sept 13-20 and Sept 20-27
www.caminodecrestone.com

“Life-affirming and life-transforming”

New
Gen
Energy

Plus, you can use
the 30% tax credit!
Visit energystar.gov

Talmath Lakai • (719) 588-8276 • future@newgenenergy.com
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darlene yarbrough real estate
Darlene
Yarbrough
Owner/Broker
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Helping people move forward in their lives

MARCH 2014
Listings

719.256.4198 www.YarbroughRealEstate.com

Welcoming

Dara
Blumenhein
Associate Broker

New Listings

Lots of Space
1468C Horseshoe Trail - $209,500
Spectacular 360 degree views, immaculate,
almost new 3 bd/2ba. Large windows, granite
counter tops, hickory custom cabinets in
kitchen and bathrooms. 2 stone patios

1564 Wagon Wheel Road - $249,000
A 2,192sf beautiful single level ranch style
home built in 1997 on 1.66 acres. 3bd/2ba,
great room, living room & 2 car attached
garage. Well and septic.

New Listings

3704 Carefree Way - $195,000
Immaculate like new 3 bd/1.75ba,1316sf
home has wood floors,stucco privacy wall,
single car garage, beautiful views of the
mountains.

23 Acre Estate

802 Holly Trail - $159,000
Solar electric~1,700sf strawbale 2bd/1ba
fully passive solar with wood burning stove.
Large open living space with beautiful views.
Well and septic.

Retreat Property

WAS $990,000

On the creek
1914 Lone Pine Way $142,000
Built in 1999 this 2bd/1ba 1,000 sf house is
in a convenient location off the main road in
Chalet One with lots of privacy. It is sunny and
bright with lots of windows & passive solar.
In-floor radiant heat.

Commercial Properties

Downtown
Commercial
Lots
Lots 11 & 12 Blk 43. - $85,000
Rare opportunity to purchase 2 downtown
commercial lots. 2 each 50x142. Utilities
available. Prime location for development.

36 Camino Baca Grande $115,000
This lovely chalet style home with soaring
windows and high ceilings has 3bd/1.75ba, a
loft sitting area and attached sunroom. Wood
fireplace, Toyostove heater.

Historic Hotel

WAS 349,000
Willow Springs (Moffat) NOW $299,000
Fully restored former historic Forbes Hotel.
9bd/3BA 3600sf; detached 22x24 studio,
500ft artesian well. Great business
potential for B&B, hotel /retreat center.

3926 Cordial Way - $599,000
Secluded 4100+sf home 4bd/3.5ba 550sf
guest house plus 2 car garage on 23.749
acres on Cottonwood Creek. Lovely views
and privacy!

1234C Brookview NOW - $419,000
Lee Mitchell custom home. 2400sf
3BD/2.5BA/Office/attached 2 car garage,
balconies. Magnificent Views.

Commercial Properties
Residential + Restaurant + Office

WAS 495,000

RETREAT CENTER NOW - $479,000
Residential Retreat Complex + strawbale
home, sep. office building & 2 building
lots. Labyrinth, gardens, yurt, grow dome.
Beautiful!

121 E. Galena - NOW $399,000
Premiere, newly renovated downtown
commercial bldg, incl. upstairs apt. and 3
rentals 1st floor, one with modern
commercial kitchen. Great opportunity!

46 Camino Baca Grande - $257,000
Six-Unit professional center. 2 story
structure is ~2600 sf. and conveniently
located near the entrance to the Baca on a
nicely treed 1.05 acre lot - plenty of
parking.

Rustic Elegance

Was $459,000

Custom Quality Home
637 Panorama Way - $699,000
Magnificent ~3000sf 3bd/3ba 1-1/2 story
custom home with exquisite detailing &
beautiful woodwork. 750sf det. garage w/
studio apt. above. Stone fireplace, net meter
solar, Viking appliances.

Enchanted Castle
2795 CR Brook Terrace - $499,500
The castle tucked away on a private
cul-de-sac on 2.765 wooded acres. 3 level
stone & stucco with views to the sky. Artistic
with quality & attention to detail.

923 Blue Spruce OL - $439,000
Handcrafted home w/ spectacular views.
~2350sf on 1.93 acres. 2bd/2ba, spacious
artist studio& meditation room. Surround
windows & south facing 2nd floor deck.

A lovely sanctuary

5 Lots!

909C Brookview Way - $299,000
Home on 1.12 acres w/ spectacular views at
top of Baca iWaiting for the right person to
complete the vision. 2324 sf & & designed
with 3bd/2ba. Separate 576 sf guest house
w/kitch.

3919 Cordial Way - $299,000
Two story, 3BD/2.5BA ~2400 sf home has a
walled courtyard & 4 intimate decks w/ great
views. Southwest style home gracefully
adorned with fine details and finishes.

1202 Hilltop Way - $295,000
Lee Mitchell custom-built, 3bd/2ba home
on 5-Chalet 1 lots. Fine finishes, radiant
floor heat & framed views.

Was $349,000
483C Point of Rock OL - $299,000
Teahen Construction, Beautiful 3bd/2ba
2-story home on 1.946 acres Attached 2
car garage, detached studio. High energy
efficiency & quality throughout.

4262C Serene Way - $299,900
Immaculate 2500SF 3- level home on .98
acres 5bd/2.75ba. Custom finishes, fire
resistant, energy efficient, magnificent
views.

REDUCED! Was $275,000

358 Birch Road - $289,000
Off grid home with 3bd/1.75ba, office, 2nd
living room, modern efficient kitchen &
elegant bathrooms-an inspired renovation.
Natural light, expansive & unobstructed
views.

Bonus Cabin/Studio

Very Private - Was $297,000

733C N. Rendezvous OL - $270,000
This 1972sf 2bd/1.75ba/large studio/
office Southwestern style strawbale home
is located on 1.14 acres at end of
secluded cul-de-sac. Adjacent lots avail.

1255C Eagle OL - $267,000
Beautiful 2075sf 2-story home with 2bd/2ba/
office/sun room, Chalet I on 1.766 acres,
private cul-de-sac. Dramatic view
windows,vaulted ceilings, master suite w/soak
tub.

WAS $260,000

149 Moonlight Way NOW $250,000
Beautiful 3bd/2ba 2118sf home w/ 2 living
areas - extensively updated & immaculate
condition. Cathedral ceilings & a wall of glass
w/ great views. Adjoins greenbelt & creek.

New Construction

Reduced! Was $269,000

1647C Willow Creek Way - $249,000
Brand New Terrapin Construction. 1780sf
3bd/2ba home on 1.98 acres with 2 decks
+ flagstone patio/walkways. Backs to
Greenbelt. Views.

Includes Lot 1446

Magnificent Views!
764 Indian Hill OL - $229,000
This sunny 3 bedroom 2 bath ~1800+ sq. ft.
home. 2 living areas- with magnificent views
from interior & deck. Detached 576 sq.ft
garage & studio. Open plan & energy efficient.

Separate Office/Workshop

Spacious & Gracious
2664C Happy Hollow - $215,000
This spacious 2356sf home On 1.041 acres
with 4bd/2ba, 2 separate dining areas +
gardens, carport & workshop! Large
windows-sunshine & awesome views.
Passive solar & woodstove.

1447 Chaparral Way - $212,000
This 1440sf 2bd/2ba home-complete
remodel with bamboo flooring, Jenn-Air
stainless appliances, maple cabinets, granite
countertops, travertine bathrooms, ma ba
soak tub.

Great retreat home!
3766C Carefree Way - $159,000
Immaculate, cozy home, 950sf 2bd/1ba
ranch-style house built by Terrapin mid
2013. Magnificent mountain and valley
views. Full-time residence or a vacation
getaway.

936 Spanish Creek Trail $139,000
1449 sf 1or 2 bd/1ba house on 1.57 acres
backs to greenbelt and Spanish Creek.
Unique design w/ open floor plan and rasta
exterior walls. Passive solar.

3356C Camino Del Rey - $210,000
2 story, 1981sf, 2bd/1.75ba home w/passive
solar sunroom - great views on .864 acres .
Master suite w/clawfoot tub, pine floors, pellet
stove. Propane heat, great appliances.

Casita Park

Was $159,000

2747CR Easy Way - $169,000
A unique 2 story, 1768sf , 3bd/2ba home in
Chalet 2, 1.86 acres. Brick floors, rock walls,
wood ceilings. Passive solar w/ ETS heater,
propane heater & woodstove. Detached shed.

786C Panorama Way - $427,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies ~2400sf home
with fabulous gardens sits on 2.14 acres
w 2-car garage/studio.

MILLION $ VIEWS!

Was $295,000

4511C Ridgecrest Way - $239,000
Straw bale home 1.59 acres Backs to
greenbelt and national park. 2 adjacent
building lots available. Built by Paul
Koppana.

Professional Building

WAS $669,000

Rustic meets Modern15.31 acres

22 Alpine Way - $295,000
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 2232sf
home close to town. Screened porch
& wrap deck. Gracious Living with
exceptional views!

1372 N Saddlerock Trail - $149,000
This 1960 sf 3 bed 1.75 bath has a three
room master suite & a 200sf sunroom.
Panoramic views of three mountain ranges
on 2.03 acres bordering the Willow Creek
greenbelt. Well & septic.

Baca Grande Properties

Was $349,000

Was $499,000

1573C Kings Hill OL - $159,000
Light & bright 3bd/2ba, 1480sf, 1.5 level
stucco with large south facing windows and
view deck on .84 acres. Easy access off
paved road. Hot water baseboard heat/
passive solar.

Log Home - WAS $139,000
98 Skyview Way - NOW - $134,000
Built in 2002, this ~953 sf log home is 2
bedroom/1 bath down with large ~200sf loft
up. Located close-in to town and accessible
by paved roads.

3732C Cordial Way - $169,000
Private & unique hexagonal 2 bd, 1.75 ba
home on 1.36 treed acres. Separate 384sf.
building incl. heated & finished office &
workshop/storage area. Great views, wrap
around deck.

Casita Park

WAS $47,500
381 Del Sol Lane - $69,999
Casita Park-Immaculate 3bd/2ba bath 1216
sf home located on 0.819 acres (5 cons. lots).
Includes attached 2 car garage, storage +
appliances. Magnificent views & privacy.

13 Camino De La Plata - $43,500
980 sf duplex has two complete fully
functional separate units (380sf. & 600sf).
Decks, Storage shed & landscaping. There
are beautiful views of the Sangre de
Cristo mountain range. Excellent
investment property!
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There’s No Such Thing
As A Weed
by Dorje Root



Making a spring tonic tea
Even though the ground here is
still covered with November’s snow,
and the nights are still in the single
digits or below, can’t you just feel the
plants beginning to wake up? As the
roots begin to tingle and stretch with
the coming of the spring equinox,

Wild Rose

our bodies begin to yearn to shake
off winter’s long hold.
Many people make the mistake of doing a detox just after New
Year’s, when the weather is still cold.
The best time is in the spring. While
the sap is rising in the trees and
the ice is melting in the creek, take
some time to clear the frozen gunk
from last winter’s heavy eating and
sedentary lifestyle from your liver,
kidneys, and bloodstream and prepare for spring’s lightness of being.
While there are as many ways to
do a spring tonic/detox as there are
healers on the planet, here are some

suggestions:
Dandelion is the first herb that
comes to mind for a spring tonic or
detox. The leaf is an excellent tonic
for the kidneys, acting as a diuretic
and replacing potassium at the same
time. If you find yourself bloated,
retaining
water,
or just not flowing
as you would like,
start with Dandelion leaf. In addition to its medicinal
properties, Dandelion also contains
more
minerals
than you can find
in any greens you
buy in the store.
Dandelion root has
more action on the
liver, and as spring
is the time of the
wood element and
the liver, there is no
better time to eat
or drink Dandelion.
Spring Dandelion
leaves can be put in
salads, steamed or sautéed.
Nettles are another nutrient
powerhouse. They, like Dandelions, contain huge amounts of minerals and vitamins. The new Nettle
growth in the spring can be put in
salads or lightly steamed.
Any part of the Rose can be
used in a tea: hips, twigs, root, petal,
or bud. I like to use Rose buds or pet-

2nd
l
Annua

Your web property*
is an investment…
not an expense.

als in my spring tonic tea. Energetically it brings joy and lightens the
heart. Medicinally Rose bud or petal
is a liver and gallbladder remedy,
promoting bile flow and clearing a
sluggish liver. Think headaches and
constipation.
Hawthorn leaf and flower is
another spring remedy. Hawthorn
is specifically a heart and circulation remedy, dilating the coronary
arteries, improving circulation, and
strengthening the heart. This is a
remedy for any heart or circulation
issues, but it does not act instantly,
it must be taken over time to be effective.

For a spring tonic tea, mix
equal parts of these four herbs; Dandelion leaf, Nettles, Rose petals or
buds, and Hawthorn leaf and flower.
Place in a jar and cover with boiling
water. The more herbs used and the
longer the steeping, the more medicinal qualities and nutrients in the
tea. Enjoy this tea throughout the
spring!
Dorje Root is an herbalist and
natural healer, also working with
Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive Energy Healing and ‘The Journey’ cellular healing. For an appointment
call 719-937-7786 or visit www.rootsofhealing.com

408 San Juan Ave.
PO Box 1630
Alamosa, CO 81101
719-589-2780

309 4th St.
PO Box 157
Saguache, CO 81149
719-655-2611

Baby Talk

HRRMC Baby and Pregnancy Fair
Saturday, March 15 • 1- 3 p.m.
HRRMC • 1000 Rush Drive, Salida • (719) 530-2417
Sponsored by HRRMC and Chaffee County Public Health

The Fair is FREE and OPEN TO EVERYONE. Tour our Family Birthing Center and
go home with great info on breastfeeding, baby care, nutrition and more!

Breast pump and car seat giveaways!

*What in the world is a “web property”?
call or scan to find out...

719.239.3300

The heart of healthcare
Find us on

Facebook

www.hunterdouglas.com

For a list of exhibitors, visit HRRMC.com

ph: 719-539-4754 fax: 719-539-9101
ponchalumber.com

10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242

Page B-10 • The Crestone Eagle • March, 2014

www.crestoneeagle.com

Use Our Free Phone App.
Text C21 to 87778 or
Input app.c21.com in
your web browser
Search Listings Nation
Wide On Your Smart
Phone

Your Listings Are Advertised On Over 500
Websites! Members Of
The SLV Multi List
Service
Terry Smith
Broker / Owner

$495,000

PRICE REDUCTION: Established
B&B Retreat Business. Property
features Main house w/ 2 queen
bedrooms, and exquisite Master Suite
w/ separate entrance. Cottage includes kitchenette.

$255,000

Lovely contemporary home with 3
spacious bedrooms, and 2.5 baths.
Downstairs features great room.
Kitchen features gas range, refrigerator, built-in microwave, and tiled
countertops. Separate formal dining.

$229,000

5 bedroom 3.75 bath home with additional room off Master suite. Nice open
living room. Kitchen has great pantry,
and plenty of cabinet space. Attached
2 car garage.

$188,500

This 2 story stucco home has 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Open kitchen with
pantry area. Appliances included.
Master bedroom & a master bath.

$159,000

High up on mountain strawbale home
with efficient in floor radiant heat, and
solar hot water 2 bedrooms 2 baths
makes it the perfect retreat size
home. Lots of light, and great views
from the upper decks.

719-256-4444
$385,000

Well constructed beautiful home with
additional 437sq. ft. Studio apt. with
full bath, kitchen, and deck, and 475
sq. ft. light filled Artist Studio.

$249,000

Straw bale home situated on a
beautiful lot with creek running
through. New sunroom addition. Infloor heating. Nice open floor plan
downstairs. Spacious kitchen. Two
bedrooms upstairs.

$225,000

New construction, backs to Cottonwood Creek. Upstairs and downstairs
in new no maintenance decking.
Wormy Maple kitchen cabinets.
Bathroom is contemporary styling
with garden tub, and a loft area.

$179,900

Walking distance to Dharma Ocean
Institute-High up on the mountain with
amazing panoramic views of mountains from upstairs deck.

$90,000

Great ranch style home with
oversized 3 car garage, barn, horse
fencing, storage trailer, and loafing sheds. Home features 4 bedrooms 3 baths, sunroom, office,
large living room. Spacious kitchen, and Master bedroom.

$374,900

Amazing contemporary home high up
on the mountain. Beautifully landscaped with mature trees, and a
detached garage with an upstairs 1
bedroom apartment. Huge kitchen
features all the modern amenities.

$245,000

Large contemporary style home.
Great for those who enjoy in town
living. Additional studio. 2 bedrooms
and 2 full baths with 2 propane
fireplaces and one wood hearthstone
fireplace.

$215,000

Amazingly beautiful creek lots-2.08
acres bordering Cottonwood Creek.
Home is contemporary open floor
plan with one large bedroom.

$179,000

Complete remodel on this home in
2011, new windows, roof, exterior
siding, and interior remodel. 4 bedrooms and 2 baths.

$64,999

New roof, new carpet, new paint on this
bank owned manufactured home on 1
acre of land in Lazy KV subdivision.
Spacious living Room, and open kitchen, adjoins the separate dining area.
Large Master bedroom.

$334,500

$299,500

Creek meanders thru this 2.72 acre
lot. New builders home has lots of
upgrades. 3 bedrooms/ 2 baths, open
floor plan. Kitchen features gas,
range, dishwasher, disposal.

$239,000

The kitchen features, concrete counters, with all appliances, and separate
dining, and living room area. 2 spacious bedrooms, and bathrooms.

Spacious 3 bedroom/ 2 bath home has
a loft area with a secluded office
attached. Kitchen with all the amenities. Master Suite with an adjoining full
bath. Home also has a 2 car garage.

$179,000

5 acres with north Crestone creek
running through it just north of the
town. With a 960 sq. ft home secluded
near the creek. About 200 feet of
creek. Call Terry on 681507R

$239,000

$234,000

Beautiful 3 bed room 2 bath home,
designed by architect Ross Chapin.
Bright sky lights, large windows, high
ceilings and big closets. Walking
distance the Charter School!

3 bedroom, 2 bath home with a larger
Master in the upstairs loft. Living room
has wood burning stove. Kitchen
features built in range, oven refrigerator, and dishwasher.

$64,900

$62,900

One of the nicer locations in Lazy KV,
this home is on CR CC on the west
side of the subdivision, home features
spacious rooms with large kitchen.
Home is sold as-is.

Land Listings!!

Completely off grid on 40 acres. Gas
stove, gas refrigerator, dishwasher,
microwave, pecan custom cabinets,
breakfast nook, dining room, & living
room. 2 bedrooms, and 2 baths.

Spacious 5 bedroom, 2 bath home with
comfortable and spacious living area.
Detached, insulated and heated
garage/workshop/studio.

This home features a newly remodeled
kitchen with all new stainless appliances. The floor plan allows for 2 bedrooms downstairs, spacious bath and a
loft bedroom with 1/2 bath upstairs.

Charming home in Crestone. 4 bedrooms and 2 bath, newly painted, new
wood laminate floors in upstairs. Large
green house on the back of the home.

$29,500

Great price for Casita Park. Nice stucco
finish. Property sold as is, without
repairs, warranties, or representations.

$27,000

Great 3 bedroom 2 Bath house
designed by Ross Chapin. Spacious
rooms, large closets, high ceilings,
sky lights, and a beautiful balcony.

$165,000

$58,900

Nice open floor plan, with spacious
kitchen, separate dining room, and a
wood burning stove.

This home has 40 acres with Artesian
Well. The lovely home has 3 spacious
bedrooms and 3 baths. The Master
Suite has a huge walk-in closet, and a
newer bathroom addition.

$189,000

$169,500

Newly remodeled down town duplex,
great for residential or commercial
use. 5 bedroom 2 bath. Spacious
living rooms and kitchens.

Lovely contemporary styled 2 story
with expansive views from the upstairs
porch. Priced well below the last
appraisal, seller is out of country and
says "sell!"

$229,500

$195,000

$179,000

Great 5.25 acres for your horses or
dogs. Backs to willow Creek greenbelt
for trail riding. Thoughtfully built strawbale, 3 BR, 2 BA home.

$259,500

Lovely contemporary home on 8 acres.
Creek runs thru the backyard, greenhouse, studio apt., open floor plan,
exceptional price for this beautiful
property.

$198,000

$199,900

4352 Rarity Way-Absolutely gorgeous lot, no need to cut any trees, great building site, good
views, close to Stupa-$7,000
112 Cottonwood Creek Rd.-Nice area of The Grants, close to Sand Dunes, National Park, and
Cottonwood Creek, 3.01 acres!-$3,800
287 Palomino-All tap fees paid, high up and close in-$4,500
534 Thornwood Trail-Creek meanders thru this Grants lot, with 2.65 acres of nice pasture
grass, good for horses or livestock-$12,500
1602 Silver Spur Trail-Grants lot with panoramic views, horses allowed, 1.65 acres-$5,500
1788C Summitview Way-3 consolidated lots, backs to greenbelt, high on the mtn, near spiritual retreats, all tap fees paid-$50,000
2856 Carefree Way-Nice area with 360 views of the mountain ranges, $7,500 tap fee paid,
BARGAIN!-$3,000
2146C Indian Well Way-2 consolidated Chalet lots with all tap fees paid, PRICE REDUCED$8,000
4318 Serene Ct.-Very close to Stupa and retreats, on secluded cul-de-sac in very quiet area$10,000

$289,000

Shirley Motz
Broker
Top Producer 2013
Available 7 days a
week

Home in Moffat with detached
garage, large living room, separate
dining, and large kitchen.

$39,500

Mobile home needs TLC but backs to
farmland and great views of the
Sangre De Cristo.

88 Little Wanderlust- Beautiful Sangre de Cristo views, 2.82 acres- $6000
2840 N. Carefree Way- Nice area of the Chalets, all tap fees paid, water and sewer available$8,000
2106 Spanish Creek Trail-Nice corner lot near paved road, trees, views-$7,500
1340 Rocky Point Overlook-All tap fees paid, in a nicely wooded area-$8,500
7 Baca Grant Way-Very close in to new Charter School, backs to greenbelt-$11,000
1850C Raccoon Overlook-3 consolidated lots on water and sewer-$15,000
102-104 Wagon Wheel-Nice pasture lots for horses totaling 11.6 acres-$29,000
605C Quail Run Trail-4 consolidated lot 11.86 acres, great for livestock-$22,000
285 Indian Pipe trail-2.83 acres backs to creek and greenbelt-$23,000
TBD CR B-308 acres borders 2 paved roads, great development potential, near Great Sand
dunes park and pool-$123,200
4352 Rarity Way-Just Listed, beautiful building site, amazing views-$10,000
823&824 Meadowbrook Trail-Borders creek and greenbelt,6 acres-$30,000
139 Camino Del Rey-Great lot for solar, near paved road, great for horses-$5,000

We will be relocating to downtown Crestone to better serve our clients.

The Crestone Eagle • March, 2014 • Page B-11

In Search of Economic Reality
America, the land of indentured servants, again
by Ed Lyell
America is populated by millions of people whose ancestors arrived in the early years as bonded
servants. They were bonded to a
wealthy person who put up the money to transport them from Europe,
and later Asia. The system forced
people to work for years at below
normal pay rates until their initial
loan was paid off by their work. Often they also had to live in company
housing. Being a bonded servant
usually created a better life for those
millions who left even worse circumstances in their home country. They
had the opportunity to pay off their
bond and go into the labor market as
a free person. Of course it also provided the already wealthy and powerful a low cost, compliant, workforce that could and was exploited.
(Also sounds like modern college and
professional sports)!
America now has a new version
of indentured servitude. The wealthy
put up the money for millions to attend college in exchange for lifelong
loans providing the wealthy with
guaranteed interest payments. Since
the job market no longer guarantees
higher wages for more education
many of these hopeful students end
up as college drop-outs or graduates
without the skills that earn them
enough to make that student loan a

positive step in their life.
Today’s indentured servants
have more freedom to work where
and for whom they choose, but they
have to use so much of their monthly
income to pay student loans that they
cannot afford to purchase homes, or
perhaps even cars. This hurts America’s economic growth and opportunity. Even if someone can purchase a
home or car it is increasingly by borrowing even more from the wealthy
and losing the real freedom of being
debt-free.
Today’s European and many
Asian youth are provided free higher
education, even up through doctorates. Some are even paid a salary
and housing while going to university. The current European model
was originally the US post-WWII
model. It led America to lead the
world in public education, college
graduates, innovative job creators,
and long term prosperity for all. Europe also has universal health care
just as Americans had free health
care provided by corporate employers. Families did not go into debt, or
bankruptcy, from university access
or health care needs.
America should re-create the
conditions of success that we invented post WWII. America should
provide taxpayer-funded higher
education, at least for good students

in majors likely to be economic contributors. We can afford universal
health care and higher education by
eliminating the low rates and tax
loopholes now given to the wealthy
and corporations. We could also
provide free higher education if we
spent even 10% of what we have
paid for Middle East wars each year.
(Go to nationalpriorities.org/tradeoffs/041713 and see for yourself.)
These are all economic choices.
The question is which strategies
make life better for the majority of
Americans long term. The path that
we are on only improves life for the
top 1%. Bring back a 30% or more
inheritance tax on estates over $10
million. Eliminate the tax deductions and loopholes that enable the
wealthy to evade taxes worldwide. I
would remind those wealthy that the
additional tax burden used wisely
could stimulate real long term economic growth raising incomes for all
levels. Getting 20% of a big number
would be better than 50% of an in-

High Altitude, High Desert Gardening,
Seed Saving and Off-the-Grid Living

TheInfiniteBee.com

Blue Water Alchemy
Ormus

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
PIT

Ormus is a superconductor. These elements resonate with the primal energy, the zero
point from which all life originates and which is a quantum potential of possibilities.
Ormus is one with this endless source of energy, which can be found in the air, the soil,
plants, stones and the sea.
Gardening in the San Luis Valley, with its
short season and sandy soils, requires
gardeners to use all the best tools available
to them to ensure a successful and
bountiful harvest.
Ormus should be one of those “can’t live
without” tools!
All crops beneﬁt from the addition of the
monatomics to one’s gardening arsenal.
Always dilute Ormus with water prior to
use.
Use at a concentration at 1% strength. One
gallon of Ormus added to 128 gallons of
water equals a 1% solution. The Ormus
water mixture can be used two to ﬁve times
per growing season here in the Valley.

Tomatoes Grown with Gaia’s
Harvest Ormus
Orbitally Rearranged Monatomic Elements or ORMEs originate in the Mineral
Kingdom, and are the foundation of ORMUS. These ORMEs are captured by the salt
crystals harvested from the planet’s oceans. Some of the known ORMUS m-state
elements are Cobalt, Nickel, Copper, Ruthenium, Rhodium, Palladium, Silver,
Osmium, Iridium, Platinum, and Gold yet are NOT in their metallic form and all have
a place in our physical well being.

For more information visit us:
www.BlueWaterAlchemy.com
BlueWaterAlchemy@gmail.com
P.O. Box 1104
Crestone, Colorado 81131-1104
You can buy the Ormus at
The Elephant Cloud Teahouse

creasingly smaller number. Think
sustainable economics, not exploitative economics.
America is on the wrong path.
Allowing the already wealthy to
avoid taxes robs the majority of
their future. It forces them into long
term indentured servitude with little hope of breaking free. Getting
rid of a corrupt political system that
sells America to the wealthy through
campaign contributions is also needed to regain our real freedom.
Children from blue collar families, like me, who were given low cost
higher education and company-paid
health care, were able to fulfil their
dream of getting college degrees and
becoming richer by work and talent.
Yet, today’s youth realize that they
are as likely to end up further in
debt and indentured than they were
before university. America has become a nation of hopelessness. This
has been true for the poor in major American cities for decades and
now that disease has spread to the
suburbs, to what had been middle
class America. This increasing class
divide must either be reversed, or
history has shown that we will have
increasing social unrest.
Ed Lyell is a professor of economics at Adams State University.
Reach him at www.edlyell.com or
edlyell@amigo.net.

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach
fields
Roadwork
Driveways
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Pit Run
Cobble
Drain Rock
Road Base
Fines & More

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

d.c

om

Main 719.256.4447
Cell 719.588.2367

WOODMAN DESIGN
Time to
• remodel the bath?
• add another bedroom?
• make a landscape plan?
• plan your dream home?
Home design in the
Moffat/Crestone/Baca
area for 25 years;
local references.
Janet Woodman
719-937-3767
woodmandesign@fairpoint.net
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by Suzanne McGregor
The month of March seems like a
long stretch with little breaks in it—
except for the week-long Spring Break
for the school students at the end of
the month. This is the perfect time
to come into the library and check out
some books for that time off. We have
listened to the readers at the Charter
School and added to our collection of
Erin Hunter books. The first series,
Warriors (the wild cats), was extremely popular with young readers,
and the library has added two more series, Seekers (three young bears
on a perilous journey) and Survivors (wild and tamed dogs unite).
We have also added books on individuals renowned for their valuable contributions to society: Neo Leo: The Ageless Ideas of Leonardo
da Vinci; Timeless Thomas: How Thomas Edison Changed Our Lives;
Now and Ben: The Modern Inventions of Ben Franklin; The Boy Who
Drew Birds: The Story of John James Audubon; The Watcher: Jane
Goodall’s Life With the Chimps; Manfish: A Story of Jacques Cousteau;

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

and, On a Beam of Light: A Story of Albert Einstein. Come in and take
a look!
Tom Hart, PhD and experienced literacy tutor, has volunteered
to help adults in our community to attain their literacy goals. These
goals might include getting a GED, obtaining a Green Card, filling out
applications, and applying to college. Tom has had previous tutoring
experience with Literacy Volunteers, a national organization. These
free sessions (for adults only) would be held during library hours.
Please ask at the library for more information.
Many folks have come in and asked “When are we moving to the
new library in town?” The most important question, however, is “How
can I help?” Please ask us that—the Friends of the Library, the group
that initially started the ball rolling on the library re-location project,
needs to keep up the momentum. Please take an active part in this
group and see how you can help with this project and other fundraising events. Please call Thom Ontko at 256-5653 or ask at the library
for more information.
Baca Grande Library, 256-4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-5pm;
Sat. 10am-2pm.

SHAVANO IMPORTS
& DOMESTICS

Serving all your automotive needs in the valley!
Hours: Monday through Friday 8am - 5 pm

249 F Street, Salida

a reporter’s blog…

719.539.2195

L O C A L

L O D g i n g

you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

LOVER’S WAY B&B





Room with bath
Private entrance
Quiet greenbelt location
Continental breakfast

719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.com

Casa del Soul

Nestled in the woods you can

SPRING
it
ON!

• Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units,
with individual bathrooms
• Fully furnished kitchens
• Spacious and Private
• Beautiful views
• Long-term, Group, and Off-season
Rates Available

Downtown
Crestone
Lodging

crestonebaca@gmail.com
719.256.4243
www.crestonebacagrande
accommodations.com
Reserve your breathing space today!

• Reasonable nightly and weekly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free

719-256-5788

www.casadelsoul.net

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com
Web: www.collhouse.com

L O C A L

L O D g i n g

you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

Welcome

Baca Townhouse No. 9

Two . Two . Two
Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests
In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$70 each bedroom each night
Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage
Or an easy walk into Crestone
...
Mark Wingard, 505.983.1343
505.670.0126 (cell)
mswingard@gmail.com
Advanced Reservations a Must
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The Pink Pyramid
by Peter Anderson
The nightmare would begin something like this. From the
western flank of the Sangres, I am
looking down on my home territory,
out across the windswept savannah of the San Luis Valley toward
the usual landmarks—San Antonio
Mountain and the south San Juans
off to the southwest, the La Garita
Range off to the west, even a few of
the great Sawatch peaks off to the
north. But there is a new mountain
in the foreground . . . no not a mountain . . . it’s a man-made pyramid . .
. a pink pyramid four hundred feet
tall. What the . . . ?
Fortunately, many residents of
Crestone/Baca said no to this nightmare twenty years ago.
In a brilliant article that appeared in Colorado Central Magazine in April of 1994, Martha Quillen documented the proposed Pink
Pyramid and the local resistance
movement that took shape to prevent it. What Martha found when
she came to a hearing about the
Pink Pyramid project two decades
ago was a place more complex than
any of the usual Crestone stereotypes might suggest. Yes there was
(and is) an openness to those of different spiritual persuasions here,
but that had (and has) its limits.
Twenty years ago, Crestonians

turned down a project that likely
would have transformed this community into a spiritual amusement
park or worse, a kind of metaphysical Walmart. Think Sedona, Arizona times ten.
Here’s how it all came down.
Barbara Milanovich, an Albuquerque woman who claimed to be a
channel for an ascended master
named Kuthumi, wanted to build a
400-foot high pink pyramid which
she and others claimed would “serve
as an antenna to induce ‘a standing
columnar wave of tachyon energy,’
” thereby helping the enlightened
“from the third into the fifth dimension.” Kuthumi had apparently let her know that this pyramid
would be the “Twelfth Wonder of
the World.” One pyramid supporter
(and there were a few in Crestone)
“enthusiastically predicted that the
pyramid would make Crestone into
another Mecca or Jerusalem.”
In her article, Martha reported
that “circle-slash ‘no pyramid’ signs
welcomed Milanovich on the road
into the Baca, where she was greeted with a petition signed by 140
residents asking her not to build in
the Valley.” That was a big number
considering the entire population of
Crestone/Baca Grande at that time
was somewhere between 450 and
600 people according to different estimates I’ve heard. The number of

pyramid opponents was even more
impressive considering the lack of
work in the area. Supporters of the
project were quick to remind locals
that pyramid construction would
bring much needed jobs (a familiar pitch made by developers and
industrialists who show up in poor
rural communities promising all
sorts of economic salvation). Kuthumi himself apparently said, via his
channel, that Crestonians were the
blessed keepers of a sacred vortex
on which the pyramid needed to be
built. Responding to his celestial
flattery, those who organized the petition drive chose to respond using
some of Kuthumi’s own metaphysical lingo. “We, the blessed keepers
of the Sacred Vortex,” the petition
read, “do not believe the pyramid
should be built here.”
Ultimately, local resistance
won out. Had it gone the other way,
I doubt I would have moved here.
As it turned out, Crestone has become more old age than new age, as
others have rightly said, meaning
the spiritual demographic—Christian, Hindu, and most significantly
over the last decade, Buddhist—has
more to do with traditions that have
been around for a while. In her ar-

ticle, Martha pointed out that the
same resistance in Crestone that
fought off the pink pyramid said no
to other proposals: a new age center
promoted by Shirley McClain, Air
Force flyovers, oil and gas leases
on adjacent public lands, and selfish schemes to sell off valley water
resources among others. Not only
was that resistance intended to
keep the community from becoming
something locals didn’t want it to
become, it was also about preserving a quality of life that was and is
found here.
If there is an ethos connecting
the many seekers who are drawn
to the spiritual traditions represented in Crestone, including those
I haven’t noted (not to mention residents who live outside of any spiritual category or tradition), I would
call it contemplative, meaning many
of those who live here are drawn to
a measure of silence, solitude, and
freedom to practice their practice,
whatever that may be. Another way
to put it is that we’re a community
made up of mystics, misfits, and
mountain dwellers. I am grateful
to the old timers around here who
helped to make and keep it so.

Complete Automotive, Light Truck & 4x4 Service
with the Latest in Diagnostic Equipment

Jeff Escheman, Owner
6778 S Hwy. 17 • Alamosa, CO 81101
(719) 589-5489 • (719) 589-1749
587-9055 (Fax)

sand dunes swimming pool
Closed April 3rd-April 13th for Annual Maintenance

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS

O p e n 1 0 am to 10pm , La p Swi m 9am-10am, Closed T hur sd ays
Ph o ne : 7 1 9- 378- 2807
A d d r e ss: 1 9 91 C o. R d. 63, H ooper , CO 81136

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:
Adults - $12.00
Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00
Children 2 & Under - FREE

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m
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Classifieds
Buy - Sell - Rent
Trade - Wanted
Personal - & More!

$12 for the first 175 characters
+ $1 for 25 additional characters
+ $2 for live link online from our
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online
(from date of approval), and 1
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad.
Pay online or send to:
The Crestone Eagle,
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be
received by the 22nd of the month
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment
and it will be listed online
within 2 business days.

Houses & Property for Sale

GREAT LOTS FOR SALE

GREAT LOTS FOR SALE. Chalet II, lot
2212, Spanish Creek Frontage! Tap paid,
WS, $12,500. Chalet I, lot 574, greenbelt,
spectacular views, $6,500. Lot 528,
Panorama & Moonlight, WS, $3000. OBO.
Call 588-8727.

Creek Lots for Sale

Creek Lots for Sale On and off Grid with trees
& tap fee paid. Grant lots with acres on the
creek. Call for specific information. Electrum
719-588-2114 globalspirit13@gmail

www.crestoneeagle.com

New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
Great house for Sale in Chalet I

Furnished 1 BR/1BA Retreat Home

Great houseFor Sale: 3 BR, 1.5 BA 1600 sq ft
home in Chalet I, recently remodeled completely
including laminate flooring, carpeting, plumbing,
electrical and stucco exterior, $165,000, call
719-588-3243 for details.

Beautifully appointed, wood stove,
passive solar, gated grounds. Fully furn.
719 256 4585 Pics, terms & email: www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com

BEAUTIFUL CREEK LOTS

Cozy Comfortable Cottage nestled in the
trees in a very peaceful setting w/amazing
valley & mountain views. Close to all spiritual
centers. Nightly, B&B, weekly & Long-term.
719 256 5768 Enchantedforestcrestone.
net/ annekellycrestone@yahoo.com

BACA CHALET II COTTONWOOD CREEK,
3 CONTIGUOUS LOTS, NEAR CAPRICE/
CAMINO BACA GRANDE. TAP FEES/TAXES
PAID. HEAVILY WOODED, DEEP GREENBELT.
TERMS POSSIBLE. ADDITIONAL LOTS FOR
SALE. 719-937-1039

Chalet I Creek Lot

Chalet 1 Creek Lot 1501 in the Trees Tap Fee Paid
water, sewer, electric, & Phone service Available.
15k OBO Possible financing. Call Electrum 719588-2114 globalspirit13@gmail.com

artist/ growers rated best place to
live…must sell, get land for lamas

House 4 Sale, grow/art space, 3greenhouses,
1600 square foot living space, 1/2 insulated,
hookup to water,sewer, elec.(210 service), u
finish, located chalet 2, near retreat centers,
corner of enchanted court and camino del rye,
asking $53,593 , 1/3 down, owner fin. avail., call
boone at 719 480 4662

For Sale – Great Views!

For sale by owner, 3 BR, 2 BA home in chalet
I on 2.79 acres (5 consolidated lots) with
detached 1 car garage, fantastic views of both
mountains and valley, now $225,000,call
588-3243 for details.
Houses for Rent

COZY STRAWBALE HOME

Grants 2200sq.ft. charming strawbale, Treed
Spanish Creek frontage, radiant floor heat
w/woodstove ,2bd/2b, w/d, storage shed;
1st,last,sec, ref. soularquest@gmail.com, 719937-1039

Town of Crestone State of the Treasury for 2013

GENERAL FUND: Cash on hand 12/31/13 $199,912.60, Accounts Receivable $29,610.06
REVENUES $341,887.78: Property Tax $10,304.68, Specific Ownership Tax $592.48, Sales Tax $153,426.51, Cigarette Tax
$634.11, Business
Licenses $1,862.50, Liquor Licenses $378.75, Medical Marijuana License $750,
Building Permits $610, Zoning Change applications $500, Wastewater System
Permits $400, Motor Vehicle Fees $1,337, Highway Users Tax $12,140.05, Cemetery $1,700, Community Building rentals $1,762.24, Crestone Town Center
Rentals $14,725, Severance tax $438.59, Counter services $1,151.77, Interest $720.93, Court fines $300, Donations $2,453.76, Reimb. payroll from other
funds $18,698.32, Special events $934.35, Museum $708.49, Youth Work Force
$23,769.28, Crestone Creative Council Fundraising $7,829.44. Grants: Alder St
Bridge $725, CCC $7,027.11, Downtown Redevelopment $26,658.77, Fire Mitigation $32,849.78, Crestone Botanical Garden $3,496.37, Parks $5,000, Rack
Cards $1,300, Town Hall Renewable Energy $5,000, Tract 1 planning $1,702.50.
EXPENDITURES $328,3181.37: Advertising $2,248.53, Attorney $12,000,
Auditor $1,170, Bank fees $55.62, Building maintenance/supply $3,252.24,
Books $89.75, Cemetery $356.84, Contract labor $2,158.12, Crestone Botanical
Garden $3,496.37, Crestone Creative Council $15,195.85, Crestone Town Center
$19,200, County Treasurer fees $206.23, Downtown Redevelopment $39,646.54,
Engineering $500.25, Office supply/electronics $7,891.83, Festivals $1,140.59,
Fire Mitigation $32,849.78, Grounds maintenance $244.60, Insurance $5,084.76,
Land Acquisition $5,156, Museum $137.84, Park supply 2,299.59, Postage
$1,113.11, Dues & Training $2,455, Town Hall Renewable Energy $5,224, Mileage $1,703.64, Recording & Publication $565, Road maintenance $14,661.96,
Utilities $11,249.52, Website $2,600, Weed abatement $2,083.59, Youth Work
Force $21,348.52, Payroll $102,763.04, Payroll taxes $8,169.66.
SEWER FUND: Cash on hand 12/31/13 $65,102.66, Accounts Receivable
$129.17
REVENUES $36,572.80: Tap fees $10,880, Service fees $25,223.62, Finance charges $226.90, Interest $222.28, Inspection fees $20.
EXPENDITURES $22,201.46: 2012 Audit $180, Engineering $556. Reimburse General Fund payroll $3,071.66, Office supplies $318.04, Rent $498,
Treatment $4,245.11, Inspections/repairs $52.21, Loan payment $13,265.77,
Utilities locate $14.67.
WATER FUND: Cash on hand 12/31/13 $26,458.12, Accounts Receivable
$2,473.31
REVENUES $49,603.52: Tap fees $14,500, Customer paid extension
$5,050, Service fees $17,965.29, Fire protection fees $11,198.80, Finance charges
$182.98, Inspections $120, Well usage $435, Interest $151.45.
EXPENDITURES $50,450.09: Administrative fees $76.94, 2012 Audit
$450, Capital outlay $8,830.36, Dues & training $309.58, Engineering $556,
Loan payment $10,998.70, Legal counsel $2,182.19, Mileage $895.16, Office supplies $180.63, Postage & shipping $224.84, Reimburse GF payroll $15,626.66,
Supplies $462.53, Tap installation $5,886.83, Testing $866, Electricity $2,889,
Utilities locate $14.67.
CONSERVATION TRUST FUND: Cash on hand 12/31/2013 $345.30
REVENUES $1,516.39: State Lottery $1,514.05, Interest $2.34.
EXPENDITURES: $1,300 Park Maintenance.			

Cozy Cottage for Rent

BEAUTIFULLY APPOINTED 1/BR,
1BA HOME

CASITA PARK, House for rent.

Big, bright, very clean, 3/2. Available Now.
Large eat in kitchen with Island,, Spacious
Master bathroom . Well insulated, Quiet
area, Can be partially furnished.Propane
heat, stove, and hot water. Non smoker, no
pets $600 + utilities. Propane deposit and
Security deposit required. 256-5110
Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent

best deal in town

Housemate Wanted 3/1, Single bedroom w/
private bathroom, $275/ utilities included,
Michael (719)480-5703

Fully Furnished Apartments

FURN. 1/BR, 1BA HOME Beautifully
appointed, wood stove, passive solar, gated
grounds, mtn./valley views. Pics, short/long
rates: www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
791 256 5075

1-2 bedroom fully furnish apartments, full
kitchen, cable and wifi downtown Crestone
$75-120 nightly. Weekly rates available.
Casa del Soul 719-256-5788.

Beautiful Rental Available Now

EXQUISITELY FURN. MASTER
SUITE – short term

Chalet 1 – Beautiful 3BR/2 BA, woodstove &
propane heat, jetted tub, W/D, wraparound
deck w/ great views., N/S/P, 1 year lease,
$750 + utils. 719-937-7786/96. Photos at
http://www.crestonegenie.com/houses-forrent.html

EXQUISITELY FURN. MASTER SUITE; Short
term only, Soaking Tub w/view, Pvt. Patio,
Monitor for streaming, Kitchen use, pics/
terms: www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
719-256-5075

STUNNING 2 BR/2BA FURNISHED
HOME

THE DOME HOME: ROOM TO
RENT AS OF APRIL 1.

In Grants – W/D, Dishwasher, Green
Cookware, Soaking tub in Master BA w/
walkin closet, Short-Long Term, For Pics/
Info: www.thelongandshortofrenting.com,
719-256-4585 Avail 3/1

Beautiful shared space in a private house
with women. Full kitchen, Laundry, 2
shared baths, WiFi, TV, no contract. Nonsmoking, no pets. Call for rates by monthly
rental: Sophia - 719-256-5825.

Furnished Lg. Log Cabin Studio

House Rental Wanted

Chalet I For Lease

Short-Term Rentals Needed, The Crestone
College of Structural Integration will be
hosting classes in 2014, and we are putting
together a housing list for our students.
Class dates will be 3/24-4/24, 5/2531, 7/7-8/27, 10/6-11/26. If you have a
furnished rental, and want to be included
on our housing list, please send rental info
to info@crestonesi.org

FURNISHED LOG CABIN STUDIO, Kitchenette,
STEAM SHOWER!, Views, x-storage, Southfacing Porch, lots of storage, pics and rent:
www.thelongandshortofrenting.com, 719256-5075
CHI Crestone Creek Adjacent 2BD/2BA w/
oversized 2-car garage, W/D, storage lean-to,
potting shed. Patio/deck w/fenced garden/
yard. Adjoins greenbelt. Lease Preferred.
Avail: 2/15/14 $800/mo 256-4871

Cottage for Rent

Spacious, quiet 2-bedroom furnished
cottage on paved road in the Baca, 2 miles
from Crestone. Short term $250/week;
6 month lease $650/month + utilities,
deposit, references. 719 298 3023,
wrdwyz@gmail.com w/ SLC in subject line.

Chalet I For Lease

3 BR, 1.5 Ba 2 story home available for rent
May 1st, ETS heat, recently renovated,$875/
mo plus utilities, Call 719-588-3243.

Short-Term Rentals Needed

Services

Relationships Coaching and
Counseling

Need someone to help you transform your
relationships? I’m a certified Relationships
Transformation coach and Counselor.
Confidential and Private. By donation.
Mark Swart 720-441-2850

Bob’s Repairs and Maintenance

Bob’s Repairs and maintenance around
your home, 30 years experience in framing
interior trim, decks, fencing, door and
windows. 719-256-5253.

IT’S TAX TIME AGAIN!

Come hang out
with us

719.221.1301

David W. Walker, Accountant, 36 years
experience. Personal & Business Income
Tax Assistance. Call for appointment in
your area: 719-379-2988.

Outlets, Wiring, Network and
Satellite: Home and Office

Need Phone Outlets added to your house
or office? I do Phone, Computer Network,
Satellite TV and Stereo wiring. New
construction, existing, troubleshooting.
Call Dennis 256-4110

Computer Service/Repairs

Computer Service/Repairs—22 years
Computer Technician with full shop in the
Baca. Windows, VIRUS fixes and prevention,
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110

Custom inoculated soil amending and fabrication ~ always organic.
PO BX 996, Pinedale, AZ 85934
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...Classifieds
continued from
Page B-14

FREE Professional Counseling

I’m a Counselor training in the Hakomi
method of psychotherapy (a self-awareness
and self-discovery therapeutic process).
In order to improve my Hakomi skills,
I’m offering 3 free Hakomi sessions to
Crestone/Baca residents (You are free to
offer a donation, but it is not required).
Mark Swart 720-441-2850

Licensed Real Estate Appraisal

Licensed Real Estate Appraiser with 25
years experience, many years experience
in Crestone. Don Root. 937-7796 or 720244-1097. donald.root@yahoo.com.

Relationships Transformation
Group

Would you like to transform and reinvent
all your Relationships at a more satisfying
level? An 8 week experiential Relationships
workshop group will be starting towards
the end of March. For couples and singles.
This will be a closed group with 6-8 people
participating. For more information call
Mark Swart at Inner Radiance Counseling
& Coaching, 720-441-2850

Looking for a Healthcare
Practitioner?

Looking for a health care practitioner in
Crestone? Massage therapists, herbalists,
energy healers, doulas, and more. Also
lodging, hot springs, gift certificates. www.
crestonehealers.com.

Affordable Renewable Energy

Offset the cost of your utility bills with Solar
Electric or with Solar Heating and Domestic
systems. Efficient, cost effective, reliable
and professional service. Call Talmath with
New Gen Energy at (719) 588-8276 or visit
us online: newgenenergy.com

The Light Body

The Light Body, Missing Color Analysis
and Restorative Treatment. Donation.. The
Matrix Light Chamber. 719-937-7755. Nate.

New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
Help Wanted

Community Service

RN’s Needed

CB Village – Local Help, Give &
Receive

Alamosa County is seeking (PRN’s) Registered
Nurses for Home Health in the Crestone area.
The PRN’S must have excellent assessment
skills, have the ability to work independently
and be self motivated. Provides patient nursing
services as a Home Health Nurse, develops
& carries out the plan of care must possess
computer skills. Set your own schedule.
Current Colorado Nursing license required
and home health care experience preferred.
Applications may be picked up at Alamosa
County Human Resource Office located at
8900-A Independence Way or on line at www.
alamosacounty.org. Inquiries may be directed
to 719-587-5166.

CB Village is a local time bank where you
can help others and gain credit for future
help when you need it. Go to www.cbvillage.
net or call 480-8757 to join for free.

Need a Caregiver?

I can help you find a local caregiver for
you or a loved one. I have several names
and numbers of individuals with a variety
of skills and experience. (I am also looking
for more trained caregivers/CNA) For inhome assistance, elderly care, ongoing
illness, etc. email Marta at martashoman@
gmail.com

Prefer FSBO. Generous down, 15yr payoff,
under 200K. 3 bedroom + mother-in-law
apt. At least 1 acre. Call 720-979-5151,
505-423-3098, urukrama@hotmail.com

WANTED: Bodhisattvas

For the benefit of all beings, starting with all
beings here and now! tinyurl.com/Bodhisattvas
Misc. for Sale

FIREWOOD

Firewood ~ Well Seasoned Pinion Pine
$295.00 per Cord + Delivery Aspen/
Pine $195.00 per Cord ~ Call or Text
Sublers Nursery 719-395-6253 ~ Sales@
SublersNursery.com

FOR SALE

loveseat/hideabed-$75; new twin mattress
$125; lg. 5 drawer chest $125; all in very
good shape Call Alamosa @ 719-588-8965

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032

• New homes • Additions
Terrapin
Enterprise,
• Remodels
• DecksInc.
elinor1320@fairpoint.net
Licensed and Insured

Events

Misc. Wanted

Real Estate Wanted

Builder Since 1976

What’s Happening in Crestone?

Look in the Eagle’s print calendar (located
in the centerfold of the first section) for
northern Saguache County events as of the
first of this month. For the very latest, go
online to http://www.crestoneeagle.com/
calendar.

88.7

98.7

100.9

www.krza.org

Free

Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

Designing the Earth Anew
Together:

We have to first together decide what the
ideal world should be, before we can
together start creating it! www.ModelEarth.
Org

Vehicles for Sale

HONDA ELEMENT EX 2005 for
SALE – Immaculate condition!

2005 HONDA ELEMENT EX IMMACULATE
CONDITION, 74K miles, red, 4WD-Automatic,
gray/black interior, tires in excellent
condition, moonroof, CD player, $11K. Call
719-256-4040.

Home Health Care-giving

Experienced CNA certified Caregiver in Home Health Care brings
professional,compassionate
and
creative services for short to extended
shifts. Email:martashoman@gmail.com
Mobile:719-937-1292

A BIG thank-you!

THANKS to all who helped me get my
business back up and running- especially
Ann, Michael, Joanie, Jack and Everett! Very
deeply appreciated! Catherine Alelyunas,
Spanish Creek Mountain Medicine

Instant savings up to

$400OFF

Town of Crestone
Public Notice
Ordinance No. 2014-001,
“An Ordinance Amending Ordinance No. 2003-005 (Nuisances)
To Require Bear-Proof Dumpsters For Food Businesses Within The Town Of Crestone” was
adopted and signed on February
10th, 2014 by Kairina Danforth,
Mayor.
Ordinance No. 2014-002,
“An Ordinance Extending The
Moratorium On The Operation
Of Marijuana Cultivation Facilities, Marijuana Product Manufacturing Facilities, Marijuana
Testing Facilities Or Retail Marijuana Stores Within The Town Of
Crestone, Colorado. Passed by
the Board of Trustees and signed
this 10th day of February, 2014
by Kairina Danforth, Mayor.

your HearthStone stove.

20% off

all older
stoves in stock
We will match any
competitor’s written
prices on any
product we carry!

SHANGRILAH
STOVE
THE VALLEY’S HOME FOR THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

CONTACT NATHAN GOOD
or DAVID LINDSEY

256-4768

www.shangrilahstove.com
nathan@ shangrilahstove.com

Page B-16 • The Crestone Eagle • March, 2014

www.crestoneeagle.com

Crestone-Baca
Weather Report
by Keno

Ask

Jan. 21 to Feb. 20

the
Weatherman
by Keno
In your records, how can
it show 6 days with measurable
snow, and yet only 4 days with
measurable precipitation for
the same period of time?
This actually happens often
in very cold climates like here in
Colorado where dry snow falls.
Let’s take one day, where 0.3” of
measurable dry snow accumulated
on the ground, yet when I melted
it down to liquid form, there isn’t
enough to measure. It comes to
less than .01”, so for that day, the
records would show it as 1 day of
measurable snow, but only a trace
of liquid precip, therefore that day
would not count as a measurable
precipitation day.
Which in your online forecaster shows the greater likelihood of snow? “Snow?” or “Ch
Snow”?
“Ch Snow” does. The way I
forecast online is different than

• STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION
•• NATURAL
NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES
•• PASSIVE
PASSIVE AND
AND ACTIVE SOLAR
CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
•• CONVENTIONAL
REMODELS
•• REMODELS

As all the snow melts, these little “lakes” are popping up all over the valley. The Sangre
de Cristos are in the background.

photo by Lori Nagel

how the National Weather Service
does. For the NWS, they don’t show
any difference between the two,
especially when showing the snow
icons that are used online. For the
NWS, any chance of snow that’s
10% or more goes into the forecast
along with those snow icons. I do
this differently since very often,
the snow icons would have to show
every day for the upcoming week
(as the NWS will do) even if the
chances are only 10% for each day,
and that confuses people who only
look at the icons and don’t read
the actual forecast as to what the

CONSTRUCTION

PAULKINCAID
KINCAIDKOPPANA
KOPPANA
PAUL
P.O.
BOX
512
P.O. BOX 512
CRESTONE,CO
CO81131
81131
CRESTONE,
719
256
4505
719 937 7756
PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

Need heating help?

If you are having a hard time paying your electric bill, call SLVREC
right away. We might be able to help—but only if you call before
you miss a payment. We can’t help if we don’t know! Significant late
charges can accrue on past due accounts. Call now if you need help!

chances for snow really are. People
will say “the NWS forecasted snow
for 3 days in a row and we didn’t
get any”, but that’s because there
was only a 20% chance for snow—
which means of course, that there
was an 80% chance it would not
snow. But when people see those
icons, they don’t realize what they
really mean. So I don’t show any
snow icon at all when the chances
are under 30% and just place the
word “Snow” in there with a question mark after it.
So, for my forecast, “Snow?”
mean less than a 30% chance of
snow, “Chance Snow” means 30
to 50% chance, and “Snow likely”
means more than 50% chance.
The NWS has started to use other
snow icons that show the percentage chance for snow, which I have
permission to use at my site, but
don’t. I like these new icons, but
they don’t work for our area, since
for a same day forecast, the valley
will usually have, say a 20% chance
for snow, while the foothills have a
40% chance, and the mountains,
a 60% chance; so those icons don’t
work for our area and I only use the
old generic icons.
One thing to note that is the
same both at the NWS site and
at my site, is when the chance for
snow is under 10%, we call that “silent pops” and such chances aren’t
mentioned at all in the forecast.
Oh, and one last thing, the
above info also applies to rain
chances (icons), too.

719-852-3538
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO 81144
www.slvrec.com
power@slvrec.com

TM

Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

Chimney
Subscribe to The Eagle
Sweep
To start or renew your subscription, go to
www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:Service
The Crestone Eagle • P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

PAPER:

(Oldie but goodie!)

❑ $20 - 12 issues, Bulk mail
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state)
❑  $32 - 12 issues, First class

DIGITAL:
(Best value!)

❑ Just $15 for 12 issues .pdf file
❑ $5 add’l with paper subscription
Go digital with The Crestone Eagle!

❍ I am a new subscriber   ❍ Just a renewal ❍ I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _______________________ Email: _____________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________

Chimney
Sweep
Service
by David Lindsey
It’s the season to let us
sweep our way
into your hearth.

256-4400

Sponsored by Shangrilah Stove & Spa

Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip: 0.50”
Snow: 9.7”
Measurable precipitation fell on
7 days.
Measurable snow fell on 7 days.
A trace of snow fell on 3 days.
No measurable rain or hail fell.
Total precipitation year to
date:
Since Jan 1: 0.58”
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 10.9”
Snow Season *: 53.9”
*Snow season runs from July 1
to June 30
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 55.1°F on February
15
Low temp: -5.4°F on January 24
Avg. high: 33.9°F
Avg. low: 12.9°F
Number of days with the high
temperature at or above 50°: 2
Number of days with the high
temperature at or above 32°: 12
Number of days with the low
temperature at or below 10°: 16
Number of days with the low
temperature below zero°: 4
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 2.0 mph		
Highest gust: 28 mph on January 31
Main direction: Out of the south.
Weather summary:
Seven weather records
were broken during this period.
Precipitation was above normal,
although most of the snow/precip
we received fell in the first week
of February.
Temperature
readings
overall were average, although it
didn’t start to warm up till February 8, and on the ninth, the
thermometer rose above the 40°
mark for the first time since November 21, 2013. It stayed very
mild after that and then on the
fifteenth, a record high temperature was tied at 55°.
Outlook for March:
March is our snowiest
month of the year, with an average of 12.5 inches expected in the
month, along with .92 inches of
precipitation expected on average. The most snow to fall in the
month was in 1983, when 40.4
inches of snow fell. Most precipitation was 2.89 inches, in 1990.
Temperature-wise, in the
first week of March, the average highs and lows are 43° and
18°, and by the month’s end we
warm up to averages of 51° and
24°. The warmest March day
occurred on the last day of the
month in 2012, when it reached
71°, and the coldest day was on
March 3, 2002, when it dropped
down to -10°.
The 31-day outlook for
March is calling for both average
temperatures and average precipitation.
Note: For current Crestone
weather conditions visit Keno’s
web site: www.keno.org/vws.

