
New FAA drone ruling: What does it mean for SLV?
by Sandia Belgrade
The Federal Aviation Admin-

istration (FAA)  has just released 
the proposed rules governing Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles (UAS), 
small drones for commercial use. 
The long-awaited ruling sets guide-
lines for how drones will share 
the skies with passenger planes. 
This ruling is not about military 
drones used for reconnaissance 
or surveillance or those that are 
armed with missiles and bombs. 
It’s about small commercial drones 
often resembling model airplanes. 

Colorado is vying to be one of six 
states designated as a test site for 
commercial drones fl ying over U.S. 
airspace.

What does the ruling cover? 
These regulations apply 

to drones weighing less than 55 
pounds and fl ying at a maximum 
speed of 100 mph. They have a 
small, high performance multi-
rotor and are equipped with HD 
live stream video cameras, GPS, 
autopilot, often with a range of 2 to 
3 miles and a 15-20 minute fl ight 
time. They cannot be fl own at an 

altitude of more than 500’ above 
the ground which keeps drones 
away from the path of higher-fl ying 
manned aircraft such as commer-
cial fl ights. They cannot be fl own 
near airports, or in restricted air-
space without permission. They 
cannot fl y over people, except those 
directly involved with the fl ight, 
and drones must remain in the 
line of sight of the operator at all 
times. They can only be fl own dur-
ing the daytime. A camera may 
be attached to the drone to allow 
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Sandhill cranes and morning hoarfrost. March 13-15 the Monte Vista Crane Festival celebrates the return of the cranes to the San Luis Valley. See story on page 10.                                                                                                 
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Baca Wildlife & Monte Vista Wildlife Refuge water 
tested as part of Endocrine Disruption Study

by Gwendolyn Bauer, 
SLV Ecosystem Council Member
On January 28 the Colo-

rado Field Institute 2015 Winter 
Lecture Series hosted Laura Ar-
chuleta, co-author (with Brian 
Sanchez) of “The Presence of En-
docrine Disruptors, Pharmaceuti-
cals and Personal Care Products on 
the Baca and Monte Vista Wildlife 
Refuges”, speaking to an audience 
of about fi fty persons.  Archuleta 
spoke on the results of recent in-
vestigation of pharmaceutical and 

personal care product chemicals 
that humans have introduced into 
the refuges.   Archuleta is an Envi-
ronmental Contaminants Special-
ist with the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service.

Pharmaceuticals (prescrip-
tions and over-the-counter “OTC” 
products) and personal care prod-
ucts that improve the quality of our 
lives (such as shampoo, soap, mois-
turizers, hair color, toothpaste, 
cleaning products, and caffeine), 
referred to as PPCPs, are just a few 

of the 60 million commonly avail-
able chemicals, only some of which 
are regulated. They can end up in 
water, soil, sediment, dust, and rain 
or snow from origins as varied as 
waste water treatment plants, sep-
tic systems, bio-solid applications 
(sewage sludge), livestock (both 
confi ned feeding and pasture), and 
aquaculture facilities.  

Concerns over such contami-
nants are: 1) they are produced in 
very large quantities, 2) none are 

continued on page 9

“God’s Hand”: a cometary globule. If you 
fi nd astronomy fascinating, read “The 
Skies over Crestone” page B-2

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Seeking support
To my community:
My appointment last year by 

Saguache County Commissioners 
to the Rio Grande Water Conserva-
tion District Board was to complete 
an unfinished term from which 
George Whitten resigned.  This po-
sition is now up for reappointment 
for a three-year term.  If you wish 
to have me reappointed, please let 
our commissioners know as soon as 
possible.  Thanks to so many of you 
for your ongoing support and en-
couragement.

Peggy Godfrey

Goodbye 
to Jim Erdman

Dear Editor,
Jim Erdman was a close 

friend of mine and a friend to many 
others here in Crestone. His pass-
ing is reminding me just how much 
I missed him after he left this area 
about 7 years ago when he moved 
away to live closer to his son.

I recall one of the last emails 
I received from Jim. He informed 
me of his cancer and that he was 
starting treatment. I just knew he 
would beat it, but instead, he end-
ed up going pretty fast. I always 
figured Jim would be one of those 
who would live well into his 90s, as 
he was just so full of energy and in 
great shape for his age.

Jim was the founder and lead-
er of the local hiking group called 
“The Baca Bunch”, and for a 3-year 
period, we would go on special 
hikes every other weekend, both 
from around the Crestone area, or 
within 2 to 3 hours of here. There 
were over 100 Baca Bunch mem-
bers and usually anywhere from 
just a handful, to maybe 25 would 
show up for a hike. There was no 
better person to go hiking with 
than Jim. A scientist emeritus, 
he knew the name of every plant, 
flower, weed and tree we would 
come upon. Jim could pick up any 
rock and tell you how old it was and 
what it consisted of. His knowledge 
of this area, and all of the Sangre 
de Cristo and San Juan Mountains, 
made for some great stories. If you 
were out driving with Jim and he 
saw a weed on the side of the road 
that was not native to this area, 
he’d stop the car, get out, and dig 
it up.

Jim was so much a true sci-
entist, and a good person. Plus his 
way with words, in his emails or in 
person when spoken, you just had 
to cherish. The thank you note he 
wrote me after I had given him 
some tomatoes from my garden, 
his words describing how wonder-
ful the tomatoes tasted, I will nev-
er forget.  Nor will I forget his last 
written word to his friends in his 
final email, they were short and 
simple, but only stated in the way 
somebody like Jim would state it, 
written about a week before his 
passing he noted “My days of yore 
are no more”; that’s exactly the way 

you would expect Jim to explain to 
his friends that his passing would 
come soon.

Jim has now left us, but he 
will remain in my heart as long as 
it beats, and I know that will be so 
also for all of his friends that he left 
behind.

Keno Menechino

Unleashed dogs 
chasing whatever moves

To the Baca Community:
We are blessed to live in a res-

idential rural community in close 
connection with nature. 

Most of us live here for just 
this reason, among others.  It is 
wonderous to live and be able to be 
part of the creatures and cycles in 
this high desert world without so 
much noise of 21st century life.

I recently witnessed another 
situation where 2 elk were separat-
ed from the herd near the Desert 
Sage and harried by 2 unleashed 
dogs in the area around Colorado 
College.  Dusk was falling and I 
could not tell if the dogs succeeded  
in bringing the elk down or not.  
The elk were clearly exhausted 
and faltering. The next day I saw 
3 unleashed dogs romping around 
together on Badger Road near the 
stables.  I could see that these dogs 
had collars—they did start to chase 

my car.  
Because we are a mixed com-

munity—residential and rural, 
because people ride bikes and 
horses and hike, because there is 
wildlife as well as domesticated 
farm animals, dogs can’t just be let 
out.  When dogs either singly or in 
groups go outside and see penned 
farm animals, wild animals such as 
deer and elk, most will give chase—
it is in their nature.  

It is not in the best interests 
for all of us who live in this rural 
and residential community to allow 
dogs to chase moving cars, horses, 
bikes, hikers, creatures.  In the last 
2 years alone we’ve seen enough in-
jury here to know that this doesn’t 
work. Please please keep your dogs 
on leash or fenced in the best inter-
ests of all of us.

Thank you,
Zoe de Bray

You can afford 
to eat healthily
Dear Editor,

If you’re like most Saguache 
County residents, you don’t make a 
lot of money and it’s a struggle to buy 
groceries for yourself and/or your 
family.  You’re on a fixed income, or 
stuck in a low-paying job, while the 
price of food gets higher every day.
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Editor’s Notes
Weavings

On an early morning in Feb-
ruary I attended the cremation 
of a dear community member at 
the Crestone End of Life Project’s 
cremation site.  A whole circle 
of family, friends and neighbors 
came to pay tribute.  As the fire 
was lit and flames rose in the 
cold dawn air, stories were told, 
prayers offered, love given.

So magical, this transforma-
tion of fire.  I looked around the 
circle at so many people I knew 
and saw how we come together, 
how we are linked.  How, in so 
many ways, in life and death, we 
are woven together.  A tapestry 
so uniquely our own.

I remember an old saying 
that “home is where, when you 
show up, they have to take you 
in”.  But after living so many 
years in this tight-knit commu-
nity, I’d say that home is where 
you are known and loved, and 
when you die, you will be remem-
bered and missed.  Celebrated. 
Where people will tell stories 
about you—good things and bad.  
Funny things you did, even em-
barrassing things you had hoped 
people had forgotten.  No, they’ll 
remember—and tell on you. 

This month we have four 
obituaries—a lot for such a small 
community.  They were all people 
who enriched their families’ and 
friends’ lives.  They shared their 
gifts.  Several have left lasting 
impacts on Crestone—working to 
protect the environment,  helping 
the community, gathering art-
ists, leading hikes into the moun-
tains, influencing their families 
and so much more that it would 
take books to tell.

There is a hole where they 
had been.  Hopefully a legacy is 
passed on and younger ones step 
up, integrating into life’s web 
and weave, joining the circle.

Really welcoming spring,
—Kizzen
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The great folks like you who are interested in Living Wisdom, left to right: Matie Belle 
Lakish, Denise Peine, Ammi Kohn, Barbara Hoeppner, D’Lane Kilgore, Marv Mattis.

Living Wisdom unveils senior housing concept
Living Wisdom: A Community for Seniors (LCWS) will present 

its concept design for a Crestone senior residential community at the 
Cloud Station on March 8, 2:30-4:30. A slide presentation will describe 
the background and philosophy of Living Wisdom and present its de-
sign for a senior micro-village.  The presentation will discuss how the 
project might be implemented, possibilities for a governance structure, 
and suggestions for its long term financial continuity and evolution.  
Much of the basic concept of the design and the philosophy of LCWS can 
be found in Being Mortal, by Atul Gawande.  The library has four copies 
of this book.  We urge you to read it.

This project is a work in process and will evolve and be refined 
over the coming year. 

Living Wisdom has been meeting for over a year, collecting infor-
mation through a community survey, census data, and meetings with 
invited government officials and private developers. The design concept 
and accompanying rationale will be part of a Saguache County sales tax 
grant application to be submitted in mid-March.

Current board members are Ammi Kohn, President; Burt Wadman, 
Vice President; Vivia Lawson, Secretary and Acting Treasurer; Barbara 
Hoeppner, Findley West, and Steven Elliot, with Kirsten Schreiber as 
his alternate. The skills of the board combine real estate, planning and 
evaluation, architecture, construction, medicine, hospice & care-giving.  

Because of the project’s innovative approach to keeping seniors 
in the community, the Crestone Creative District is co-sponsoring the 
meeting.  After the presentation, Living Wisdom will be pleased to in-
vite comments and answer questions. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Robin Ross 
Nov. 2, 1954 - Feb. 3, 2015 
Robin Ross, a brilliant 

artist who touched everyone 
she met with her sparkling 
spirit, drive, humor and open 
heart, died at home in the Baca 
February 3 from kidney failure 
related to the diabetes from 
which she had suffered since 
the age of 7. 

Born Robin Lois Delon, 
November 2, 1954, Robin grew 
up in Ohio and New Jersey 
then, after high school, moved 
with her family to Denver.  She 
studied art at CU Boulder and 
NYU Graduate School but her 
lifelong artistic and personal 
journey shaped her work more 
than any teacher. After CU 
Robin was, as she said, “a hip-
pie in the mountains.” She re-
turned briefl y to Denver, then 
moved to New York City. There 
she found a nurturing artistic 
community in Brooklyn where 
she lived and worked until 
2011 when she and Noah Baen, 
her husband since 2003, moved 
to Crestone.

In Colorado again, Robin 
contributed to the developing 
artist community in Crestone 
as a founder and guiding force 
of crestoneartists.com, its web-
master and lead organizer of 
the group’s studio tours. She 
also served on the steering com-
mittee of the Crestone Creative 
District.  

The glowing space and 
light of Robin’s paintings re-
fl ected decades of meditation 
and spiritual search. She was a 
“painter’s painter” whose work 
was exhibited widely. A paint-
ing and related poem are cur-
rently on view in a show she 
curated at Shumei Gallery. A 
memorial retrospective of Rob-
in’s work is planned for the fall 
in Denver.

Robin never let her illness 
defi ne her. She maintained 
an unfailing gratitude for life 
and a sense of humor. Legally 
blind in one eye and living with 
the threat of losing vision, she 
served her dinner guests soup 
with fl oating plastic eyeballs.  
A near-death experience at age 
18 gave her fearlessness in the 
face of death.

Robin is survived by hus-
band Noah Baen, mother Wini-
fred Delon of Denver and sis-
ters Ivy Delon Lee of Littleton 
and Merril Delon of New York 
City. 

Donations in Robin’s hon-
or may be made to Crestone 
End of Life Project, Box 1238 
and Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors, Box 822, Crestone.

Mary Jane Palermo
Dec. 14, 1946 - Feb. 3, 2015

Mary was born into a mili-
tary family that moved often. 
She never developed a sense of 
home on this earth. She mar-
ried young, had no children, and 
traveled extensively to many 
sacred sites from Machu Pichu 
to Timbucto. After leaving her 
fi rst marriage, she worked in 
marketing communications in 
Washington D.C. In 1986 Mary 
experienced a spiritual awak-
ening. In 1988 she moved to a 
spiritual intentional commu-
nity in Oklahoma where she 
met Vince. They were married 
in the next year. Mary became 
a Certifi ed Pastoral Councilor, 
and did Red Cross emergency 
disaster relief work across the 
country. 

In 1996 they moved to 
Crestone. She liked the moun-
tains, nature, hiking, commu-
nity service, and chocolate. PSP, 
an unusual brain degeneration, 
began manifesting in 2010. She 
never fully lost her mental fac-
ulties or spiritual capacity. On 
February 3, in the full moon en-
ergy of Aquarius, Mary turned 
to the light and returned to her 
real home.

Jim Erdman
Dec. 20, 1935 - Feb. 4, 2015

James Allen Erdman was 
born December 20, 1935 in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, to Robert 
and Esther Erdman.  He died 
peacefully on February 4, 2015 
at his mountain “hermitage” 
high in the Rocky Mountains 
near Red Feather Lakes, Colo-
rado.  He had previously lived 
in Crestone, Colorado. He’d 
fought a brief struggle against 
Mesothelioma, cancer of the 
lining around the lungs.  He 
was 79.

In the early 1960s, Jim 
was a member of the Wetherill 
Mesa archeological team that 
helped expand Mesa Verde Na-
tional Park (near Cortez, Colo-
rado).  There he completed his 
research in botany and earned 
a PhD in plant ecology from the 
University of Colorado, Boul-
der.   Jim’s scientifi c research 
contributed to non-invasive 
and more environmentally 
friendly techniques for min-
eral exploration, the control of 
noxious weeds in prairie ranch 
lands, and the management of 
wetlands and other natural re-
sources.  A pioneer in his fi eld, 
he presented his research in the 
Soviet Union, China, Scandina-
via, and at symposiums across 
North America.  

A writer, activist, and pro-
vocateur, Jim was deeply con-
cerned about the environmen-
tal challenges before us.  His 
fi nal paper, “A Sketch of Three 
Cultures—Past, Present, Fu-
ture—Weld County, Colorado” 
(2013) focused on the interac-
tion between the natural world 
and its human inhabitants and 
directly challenged the threat 
posed to both by the frack-
ing industry.  He concluded 
that paper with a quote from 
an unknown author, typical of 
his outlook: “The human spirit 
needs places where nature has 
not been rearranged by the 
hand of man.”

Only months before his 
death he was still climbing 
fourteen thousand foot peaks, 
and curating nature walks at 
the Soapstone Prairie Natural 
Area in the wilderness north of 
Fort Collins.

Jim was preceded in death 
by his wife, Mardi Erdman 
(died 1994), whom he adored.  

A service of celebration 
is being planned for sometime 
this spring.  If you’re interested 
in receiving information about 
the gathering, please visit this 
blog post, www.chriserdman.
com/blog, and provide your 
email information. 

Buying healthy food may 
seem like a luxury you can’t afford.

Saguache Works is work-
ing to change that.  The nonprofi t 
4th Street Food Store, at 404 4th 
St. in downtown Saguache, whose 
mission is make healthier fare 
available to everyone, offers local, 
natural and organic foods at prices 
averaging 15% less than the typical 
“health food store.”  

Thanks to generous dona-
tions from community members 
and a dedicated volunteer staff, 
Blue Earth Thrift & Mercantile, 
also operated by Saguache Works, 
generates revenue to help sup-
port the food store.   Reduced food 
prices and substantial donations to 
the Saguache County Food Bank 
also are made possible by generous 
support from the Saguache County 
Commissioners.

Residents eligible for the Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (formerly food stamps) 

receive a 20% discount on all food 
purchased with an EBT card.

We may not be able to match 
Walmart prices on certain items, 
but if you fi gure in the cost of driv-
ing to Salida or Alamosa and the 
value of your time, it may make 
sense to shop at the 4th Street Food 
Store and keep your tax dollars in 
Saguache County.

The 4th Street Food Store is 
open from 10am to 4pm weekdays, 
and from 10am to 3pm on week-
ends.  For more information please 
call 655-0216.

Thank you,
Marge Hogline

Vera Elliott
Oct. 15, 1920 - Jan. 30, 2015

Vera Elliott was born in 
Sioux Falls to her parents Ray 
and Ida Williams. She mar-
ried Ray Elliott April 26, 1941, 
and owned and operated a Ben 
Franklin store in Salem, SD.  
She is survived by her son Ste-
ven Elliott and his wife Kirsten 
of Crestone, and daughter-in-
law Dorothy Shepherd, four 
grandchildren, and 6 great 
grandchildren. She was preced-
ed in death by her husband Ray 
Elliott, her son Russell and her 
brother Ray Williams.

Vera moved to Crestone in 
August 2014 and lived at the 
home of her son and daughter-
in-law, Steven and Kirsten. 
This made it possible to be vis-
ited often by her grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. She 
made friends here and touched 
people’s hearts. The deer com-
ing up to her window were a 
special Crestone treat and she 
loved your visits. 

Many thanks to Cindy, 
Susan and Mae for their care-
giving, Hospice del Valle, and 
CEOLP for a beautiful cre-
mation—especially Malina, 
and our whole community. We 
couldn’t have done this without 
you. Thank you Mom for being 
with us—you were  a teacher in 
gentleness, patience had such 
wit and had no fear of death. 
We miss you and love you!

Vera says:
Enjoy your life! Amen!

Living Wisdom Community for Seniors (LWCS) Presents

A Design Concept for Senior Housing

The Cloud Station
Sunday, March 8 2:30pm-4:30pm

Don’t forget the time change!

http://www.chriserdman
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by Mary Lowers
Newly elected Saguache 

County Sheriff Dan Warwick 
took office this month. Sheriff 
Dan has spent nineteen years in 
the valley, most of them serving 
in law enforcement.  He gradu-
ated in 1995 from the Colorado 
Police Academy at Trinidad State 
College in Trinidad, Colorado. In 
the years since he graduated, 
Dan has worked as a Saguache 
County officer for fifteen years 
and spent nine years with the 
Center police force. During his 
career he has held the ranks of 
deputy, sergeant, lieutenant, and 
served as Interim Police Chief in 
Center. His experience includes 
“many levels of policing and su-
pervisory roles.”

Warwick says, “I want the 
sheriff ’s officers to be part of the 
community. I want to meet com-
munity members, find out what 
their concerns are. I want us to 
have high visibility in the com-

munity.” Knowing that the drug 
problem, particularly use and 
abuse of meth and heroin is a big 
concern, Warwick plans to spend 
time on the issue and told me, 
“we plan to use canines to sniff 
out suspected drugs.”  He also in-
tends to put energy into stopping 
burglaries in the county. “To me 
life is the most important issue,” 
he told me; “I want people to live 
without fear.”

Some staff changes have 
taken place at the Sheriff ’s office 
and more are anticipated. James 
McCloskey will be the new Un-
dersheriff. He comes to Saguache 
County from Alamosa with 28 
years of experience. Warwick has 
hired one new deputy and says 
there will be one more employed. 
He has hired two new jailers.  
Acknowledging the highest pop-
ulation density in the county is 
on the south eastern side, War-
wick told me, “I am trying to get 
a sheriff to live in the Crestone/
Baca area.”

Sheriff Warwick wants peo-
ple to know if you have concerns 
or questions the Sheriff ’s office 
can help with, feel free to ask the 
staff. The non-emergency phone 
number is 719-655-2525.

Saguache County crime report
by Mary Lowers
Despite the changes at the 

Saguache County Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
with a new sheriff and staff, crime 
kept busy in Saguache County 
this past month. A Center man, 
22, was taken into jail on several 
charges, including: driving under 
the infl uence of drugs and/or alco-
hol, unlawful use of a controlled 
substance, drug paraphernalia, 
and reckless driving. His bail was 
set at $10,000. An Alamosa man, 
34, was taken into custody in Sa-
guache on failure to appear in 
court charges. He was held in jail 
on a $10,000 bond.  A Saguache 
man, 54, was taken to jail for false 
imprisonment and harassment 
charges. No bail amount was list-
ed for him.

A Saguache woman, 75, was 
jailed for assaulting a deputy and 
court security. Her charges in-
cluded second degree assault and 
resisting arrest. Her bail was set 
at $20,000. According to an arti-
cle in the Center Post Dispatch, 
the woman on the way to pay 
bills refused to empty her purse 
when something in it cause the 
security alarm to buzz.  She also 
would not put the purse on a table 
to be scanned, saying she was on 
her way to pay bills and was in a 
hurry. She claimed she’d already 
been at the court house and had 
her purse scanned that day. Then 
she allegedly slapped the deputy 

and walked off to the treasurer’s 
offi ce where she was taken into 
custody.

A Baca Grande man, 36, was 
taken to jail on charges of violat-
ing a restraining order and do-
mestic violence charges. No bail 
was set for him. The same man 
was issued a summons and com-
plaint for knowingly and unlaw-
fully causing a false emergency 
to be transmitted to the Saguache 
County Sheriff ’s Offi ce. The man 
had been warned that the 911 
emergency number was only to 
be used for situations involving 
danger to life or property. Another 
Baca man, 64, was issued a sum-
mons and complaint on charges 
that he trespassed on a Baca prop-
erty without the owners’ knowl-
edge or permission. He is accused 
of cutting limbs and trees on the 
property.

Quite a few speeding tickets 
were issued last month, mainly 
on Hwy. 285 in and north of Sa-
guache. 

There are two main lessons 
to take away from the crime re-
port this month. First, don’t use 
911 to call the sheriff unless it 
is an emergency threatening life 
or property. The Sheriff ’s Offi ce 
phone is answered 24/7 at 655-
2525 and it is not long distance. 
Second, don’t be cutting wood 
without permission and permits if 
necessary.

Sheriff Dan Warwick 
talks about his law 
enforcement goals

5 teens injured in Valentine’s Day crash
by Mary Lowers
At 8:30pm on Valentine’s 

Day fi ve teenagers on the way to 
a school dance were in a rollover 
on Saguache County Road 59. The 
single vehicle accident, according 
to the Colorado State Patrol, oc-
curred when the 1996 Chevy Sub-
urban driven by Elaine Wellman-
Flick, 18, went out of control while 
travelling southbound on a wash-
board section of CR59. The Subur-
ban travelled off the road, collided 
with a fence and rolled one-and-
a-half times, according to the ac-
cident report.

Four of the car’s occupants re-
ceived only minor injuries. Sadly, a 
seventeen-year-old girl was ejected 
from the Suburban and suffered se-
rious injuries. She was transported 
to the SLV Regional Medical Cent-
er in critical condition. 

According to Saguache Coun-

ty Road and Bridge Department 
spokesman Randy Arredondo, 
wash boarding happens often when 
water freezes at night causing 
“frost heaves” forcing a portion of 
the road upward. This creates dirt 
and gravel roads to become cor-
rugated so they resemble a wash-
board. Hitting these washboards 
can cause a driver to lose control of 
their vehicle.

The State Patrol says drugs 
and alcohol are not factors in this 
accident. Excessive speed is being 
investigated as a possible factor in 
the rollover. Captain Dingfelder of 
the Colorado State Patrol in Ala-
mosa told me, “Crashes like this 
are sad, especially when the kids 
are doing everything right. Those 
county roads can be tough to drive.” 
As we go to press the seriously in-
jured seventeen-year-old is still in 
the hospital.

Coming soon to a kiosk near you...

A full line of OMRI certified fertilizers,compost and bio-stimulants

Pre-season orders at
www.beyondorganica.com

Beyond Organic
Public Benefit Corporation

342 Santa Fe Ave.   •   Alamosa, CO 81101   •   (719) 589-9228
Fax: (719) 589-0319   •   info@oandvprinting.com   •   www.oandvprinting.com

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

A group of pronghorn (Antilocarpa americana) seem to pose for the camera between 
Moffat and Villa Grove.                                      photo by Caren Kershner

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.beyondorganica.com
mailto:info@oandvprinting.com
http://www.oandvprinting.com
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for closer fl ight observation by the 
operator. The operator of the drone 
must be at least 17 years old and 
must pass an aeronautical knowl-
edge test and be vetted by the 
Transportation Security Adminis-
tration in order to be certifi ed able 
to fl y. The certifi cate is rated for fl y-
ing small unmanned aircraft, and 
must be renewed every two years. 
The FAA will not allow online test-
ing. The fee for the tests will be 
$150 and it will cover standard 
aviation topics like airspace regu-
lations and classifi cations, the ef-
fects of weather and emergency 
procedures, and radio communica-
tion procedures. 

FAA Administration chief 
Michael Huerta said he expected 
commercial drones would “dra-
matically change the way we use 
our nation’s airspace.”  The new 
rules must undergo a phase of pub-
lic and federal review, and will not 
take effect until 2017 at the earli-
est, allowing for more clarifi caton. 
The proposed rules are intended 
to minimize the risk to other air-
craft and people and property. The 
drones themselves will have to be 
registered (for a $5 fee) which  will 
make it easier to identify crashed 
drones and their owners. The rul-
ing prohibits dropping objects from 
drones such as paid package deliv-
ery, which  both Amazon and Goog-
le want.

Benefi ts & uses of drones
The tasks that drones could 

perform in the private sector in-
clude inspecting utility towers, an-
tennas, power lines and pipelines 
(especially in hilly or mountainous 
terrain), supporting wildlife con-
servation and assisting news or-
ganizations. Drones are utilized in 
diverse fi elds such as agriculture, 
construction, TV production, law 
enforcement, scientifi c research, 
aerial photography, coastal secu-
rity, military training, and  critical 
infrastructure inspection. Consen-
sus has it that the vast majority of 
U.S. drones could become common-
place on farms. In agriculture they 

can be used to monitor crops, spray 
crops more precisely, keep track 
of hydration, and identify possi-
ble outbreaks of disease before the 
crop is spoiled. 

Drones have life-saving func-
tions. The FAA cites safety as their 
No. 1 priority. Drones would be 
able to perform tasks without put-
ting lives at risk, as when needed 
over dangerous terrain or in bad 
weather during search and rescue 
operations or fi rst responder medi-
cal support. Bridge inspectors and 
climbers working on power lines 
have a fatality rate that is 10 times 
that of construction workers, and 
drones can help reduce those fatali-
ties. (95 climbers working on tow-
ers died between 2004 and 2012)

Ethics and privacy issues 
to be addressed 

What effect will their use 
have on the hearts and minds and 
psyches of civilians conjuring up vi-
sions of drones spying from above? 
The regs say they cannot fl y over 
people, but it could be a regulatory 
nightmare to enforce. Police depart-
ments already use them. Should 
they be prohibited from using sur-
veillance drones except for those 
who are reasonably suspected of 
engaging in criminal or terrorist 
activity? Will surveillance include 
peering through a window and will 
it be based on a warrant?  And if the 
government or a law agency collects 
information and the suspects turn 
out to be innocent, what will guar-
antee that the information collected 
is discarded? What are the legal 
consequences of an activist group 
using an unregistered drone? What 
if corporations or government agen-
cies violate restrictions? There are 
legitimate concerns that the regula-
tions will not satisfactorily address 
issues of privacy and omniscient 
surveillance.

Fortunately, many people are 
asking these questions and help-
ing align our personal guidelines to 
keep up with the speed of evolving 
technology. The ACLU and 30 other 
agencies including the Electronic 
Privacy Information Center, Amer-
ican Library Association, Bill of 
Rights  Defense Committee, Cent-
er  for Democracy  and  Technology, 

and the Council  of  American-Is-
lamic Relations have petitioned the 
FAA to establish rules. Ohio Con-
gressman Rex Damschroder, for 
one, is concerned about the poten-
tial for law-enforcement agencies 
to use drones to monitor civilians 
without legal permission.  

The drone industry in the 
valley

At the end of last year Alam-
osa County submitted its FAA Cer-
tifi cate of Authorization (COA) ap-
plication to bring some of the $100 
billion Unmanned Aerial Systems 
(UAS) drones industry to south-
ern Colorado. Competition is fi erce 
with hundreds of applicants, but if 
Alamosa’s application is selected, 
UAS Colorado (a non-profi t com-
pany) and Rocky Mountain UAS 
will be looking to secure airspace. 
According to a UAS briefi ng in Ala-
mosa, representatives said  that 
Leach Airport in Center is ideal to 
begin offi cial trainings. Leach fi g-
ures to have a role because there is 
wide open space, it’s not close to a 
major airport, not much traffi c and 
a sparse population. Saguache Air-
port as well is appropriate for re-
search and design. 

But these will be drones for 
military purposes.

The fi rst Unmanned Aerial 
System in the valley might be 
Hummingbird II.  Its size is 6.5” 
and it weighs less than an ounce, 
less than the weight of a AA bat-
tery. Its wings fl ap like a humming-
birds. It was funded by a defense 
research group and is intended for 
covert military surveillance. 

Economic impact 
It’s estimated that under 

these new rules the incipient in-
dustry will bring in more than $100 
million per year nationally. The 
Association for Unmanned Vehi-
cle Systems International projects 
the industry will create 70,000 jobs 
with $13.6 billion in economic ac-

tivity during the fi rst three years 
after drones fully share the skies 
with other aircraft. The FAA cur-
rently estimates as many as 7,500 
small commercial UAS may be in 
use by 2018, if the necessary regu-
lations are in place. 

Colorado has the nation’s 
third largest aerospace economy 
with more than 400 space-related 
companies employing thousands 
of workers. Yet, Saguache remains 
one of the poorest counties in the 
state. It’s a great opportunity for 
Saguache to gain economically. Ac-
cording to Ken Anderson, Saguache 
County Commissioner, there are 
potentially eight companies that 
want to do research here. 

It is not yet clear how the SLV 
is going to distinguish between 
commercial and military drones or 
“good” drone versus “bad” drone. 
Technology is advancing at an un-
precedented rate and as residents 
of SLV face the reality of drones in 
their lives, we’ll be faced with fi nd-
ing our way through a maze of ques-
tions. When the SLV and Saguache 
County get around to adopting land 
use codes and policies to address 
UAS issues, residents’ input will be 
sorely needed to assure a healthy 
dialog that helps us all work with 
some of the key issues: how do we 
tap into a burgeoning industry to 
improve our economic quality of life 
while preserving our values and ex-
pectations of privacy?

Drones in the SLV
continued from page 1

Drone in fl ight.  Will drones bring business to Saguache County?

A “hummingbird drone”.

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

FLORACOPEIA
Essential Oils & Hydrosols
20% off through April 15th 

DAVID CROW RETURNS!
Floracopeia Events in 

Late April ... details soon ...

Specializing in LaStone Therapy 
& therapeutic massage 

with exquisite Floracopeia & 
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

719.256.5469

Accepting consignments daily

Spring Hours: 
Monday-Saturday

10am to 6pm
Sunday 10am to 5pm

Furniture, Housewares, & Home Decor

New Location!
134 F St. Salida, CO

Men’s and Women’s Clothing and 
Accessories

222 F St. Salida, CO

(719) 966-4580
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by Sandia Belgrade
The Secretary of the Interior 

has authorized an agreement for 
the exchange of land involving par-
cels which are presently part of the 
Baca POA under the Luis Maria 
Baca Grant, and a parcel now part 
of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) refuge. Ron Garcia of 
USFWS  and Karen Hillstrom of 
the realty division of USFWS out of 
Denver appeared before the Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
to discuss the swap. It will be a 
continuous road between Spanish 
Creek Trail (a road in the Baca 
Grants) and the T Road, exiting at 
Colorado College. The county of Sa-
guache now owns the road and will 
maintain it and grade so it will pro-
vide a useable access. Garcia and 
Randy Arredondo, Supervisor of 
Road and Bridge, are ready to sign 
off on it. They will meet with the 
POA and Baca Water & Sanitation 
to work out access and easement is-
sues. 

A win-win solution
The land swap is signifi cant, 

given that the Baca represents 
nearly 1/4 of the population of the 
county. This alternative route will 
provide another exit out of the Baca 
Grande in the event of an emergen-
cy such as a fi re. It could be lifesav-
ing for humans as well as horses 
at the stables. Garcia has done a 
preliminary wildlife analysis. The 
parcels are approximately equal 
in value. USFWS gets roughly 11 
acres, including the old air strip in 
the wildlife refuge. The POA sec-
tion is over 13 acres. (See map and 
side panel)

Commissioners’ activities
Tim Lovato attended an ori-

entation for new county commis-
sioners in Denver. He is now the 
liaison to the Saguache Museum 
Board. Lovato  attended a meeting 
of the security team for the Court-
house. There is now a single point 
of entry at the front door facing 4th 
Street. A guard with a televised 
camera supervises the entry. It was 
also reported that the courthouse 
has no fi re alarm, although there 
are smoke detectors. That will be 
remedied.

Ken Anderson reported on tax 
credits for farmers and ranchers 
through the Farm Bureau which 
could be helpful. To assist begin-
ning farmers, a bill allows for a tax 
deduction for leasing out an agri-
cultural asset to an eligible begin-
ning farmer or rancher.

Jason Anderson met with 
Mark Talbot. The new website 
will be online by March 1. It will 
track frequently asked questions 
and answers, and forms will be 
more convenient, faster, and dated. 
PILT (Payment in Lieu of Taxes) 

quandary: all money either goes to 
schools or all to road and bridge 

which counts against our PILT. 
Jason wrote letters to Sena-
tors Bennett and Gardner, 

thanking them for sup-
port of PILT.

Public Health 
information  

Marcy Gar-
dunio, Public Health 
Director, stated that 

the County needs more communi-
cation and planning for pandemics 
and emergency preparedness. Our 
county is vulnerable because much 
can happen with our isolated situa-
tion, i.e. truckers might not deliver 
gas, food, etc. A county on the west-
ern slope will share their plans to 
aid in our preparedness. We have 
high drug use in our valley. There 
will be Hepatitis C testing in 
March. House Bill 1194 authorizes 
the Colorado Department of Public 
Health to distribute long-acting, 
reversible contraceptives (LARCs) 
to low-income women across the 
state. This family planning pro-
gram helps address the high rate 
of teen pregnancy. Gardunio rec-
ommended giving over the PCP 
Program (Personal Care Provider) 
to a private entity, as Rio Grande 
County does. She would like it to be 
cost neutral, but the County is los-
ing money on this program.  

Encouraging small busi-
nesses

Eric Frey, a machinist in Sa-
guache, contacted Commissioner 
Jason Anderson. Frey, along with 
another machinist, is interested in 
establishing  a commercial enter-
prise in Saguache.  They already 
have their own infrastructure set 
up. Anderson is intent on fi nding 
ways that the county can remove 
obstacles for  small businesses. At 
the same time there is considera-
tion as to whether Frey can plug 
into the anticipated aerospace in-
dustry which has parts made by 
small machine shops. 

Nicholas Chambers of Cre-
stone thanked the commissioners 
for their support of local energy 
production from sales tax grants. 
With the expertise he’s gained, he’s 
built and sold equipment, invested 
in digesters, and worked with Ori-
ent Land Trust. He’s working on a 
renewable energy park with used 
oils coming in for biodiesel, as are 
wood chips. Chambers will be part 
of the Crestone biodiesel confer-
ence which has people coming from 
all over world. He’s also poised to 
tackle projects such as the San Luis 
Valley food hub in Mosca which will 
offer local, natural food products.

Administrative report
Lyn Lambert recommended 

moving the County payroll account 
from Community Bank to First 
Southwest. They will not charge 
the County a direct deposit fee of 
$35 every month. Lambert also rec-
ommended they accept the WSM 
Computer Services contract at a 
fl at yearly charge for 2015.

Wendi Maez reported on re-
quests for 2015:

• The library district has re-
quested funds for a push plate on 
the Saguache library door and 
$20,000 for land for the new Cre-
stone Library. 

•The Saguache Museum is re-
questing funds for repairs. 

• Moffat has requested funds 
for sidewalk repair

• The Town of Crestone is re-
submitting a maintenance request.

County landfi ll ap-
proached to store hazardous 
mining waste

Joseph G. Harrington, of the 
Alexco Environmental Group, pro-
posed the County store mining 
waste at the landfi ll. They are a 
precious metals exploration compa-
ny with an environmental services 
division. Mining results in large 
volumes of waste materials and re-
leases toxic contaminates into the 
environment. They would truck 
in  tons of rock for landfi ll. There 
are questions about a toxic waste 
product being brought to the valley 
fl oor—will it get into our aquifer? 
Harrington said  liners are placed 
in a double containment system. 
Immediate benefi ts: revenue, 4-10 
jobs and recovery of valuable min-
erals. There was no decision; there 
will be follow-up meetings.

Retail marijuana shop ap-
plication denied

For the third time, the issue of 
Jonathan Billingsley’s application 
for a retail marijuana store in Sar-
gent came before the BOCC. It had 
previously been denied because of 
its proximity to a liquor store. Bill-
ingsley contended that it does not 
meet the defi nition of a liquor store 
because according to the state, liq-
uor stores cannot sell food and no 
one under age 18 can work there. 
Ben Gibbons, County Attorney, 
said that neither the land use code 
nor marijuana code have a defi ni-
tion of a liquor store. The County 
is not bound by State defi nition 
since it didn’t adopt the State regu-
lations, so it falls to the discretion 
of the BOCC. Billingsley has in-
vested a lot of time and money and 
his frustration was evident when 
he said the bar keeps getting reset 
higher. However, the board decided 
not to reconsider his application. 
Jason noted it is frustrating for the 
County because it is going into a 
realm where there’s no blueprint. 
The board has approved one other 
application in an unincorporated 
town, but is proceeding carefully.

New sheriff ’s transition
In his fi rst offi cial appear-

ance before the board, Sheriff Dan 
Warwick said the transition was 
going smoothly. His fi rst week was 
rough because the undersheriff 
was new and had no background in 
this county. It’s now smoothing out 
well. They’re absorbing expenses 
with jail issues, including shipping 
prisoners to other facilities because 
they’re too disruptive. He discussed 
additional patrols in the Baca. Res-
idents want more Sheriff ’s Dept. 
presence. They will contribute to 
cost of additional patrolling. There 
is consideration of a justice build-
ing complex in Saguache to address 
growth issues.

Fences, gates, roads, and 
good neighbors

Several situations came be-
fore the BOCC over access to roads. 
On road 10xx Marshall and Jane 
Milam want a cattle guard; Gene 
Hollenbeck wants a gate which is 
open less than 1 month a year. It 
will be discussed more in a work 
session.

The Diamond Way organiza-
tion (northeast of Saguache) came 
for yearly review of their condition-
al use permit. There is a point of 
contention between the Diamond 
Way organization and neighbors on 

the Ewing Road, northeast of the 
town of Saguache. Ewing road is 
not a public County road; it begins 
and ends at Ewing ranch. It is their 
only access. A spokesperson for the 
group, Jason Geister, said they are 
doing due diligence in meeting the 
conditions. They spent $65,000 on 
infrastructure: installed a metered 
well, a water cistern, and a septic 
system. Neighbors contend that 
the road is not acceptable. It can 
become a water ditch. The gate is 
not always closed.

Leach Airport 
Mike Spearman gave an up-

date on Leach Airport. They’re set-
ting up amenities, including lounge, 
phone, wifi , and a conference table. 
The goal is to get rent revenue 
from hangars, and ultimately to 
have regular fl ying. Neighboring 
farmers are very cooperative and 
will move sprinkler systems away 
from the runway. The improve-
ment of Leach is an economic effort 
and also comes in anticipation of a 
Federal Aviation Association (FAA) 
determination. If they approve the 
Alamosa County Certifi cate of Au-
thorization,  Leach is believed to be 
where they’re interested. It is ideal 
because there are no other planes 
or traffi c nearby. Ken Anderson has 
said up to eight companies may 
want to do research here. (See arti-
cle on drones in this issue.)

Southwest Conservation 
Corps 

Jody Karr-Silaski, Director, 
reviewed highlights from last sum-
mer’s program which was fully 
attended, with 10 participants, a 
large proportion of them female. 
There was a 100% retention rate. 
They put up 200’ of fence, repaired 
nearly 1,000’ of maintained trails, 
and took out invasive species.

Updates
•Jim Felmlee, Offi ce of Emer-

gency Management, reported that 
for faster response, more qualifi ed, 
immediate care, three ambulances 
will consolidate with one set of pro-
tocols for all ambulances. 

•The Commissioners hon-
ored Mike and Jeannie Norris with 
plaques for their many years of ser-
vice to the County.

Applications for the spring 
County Sales Tax Grants

The BOCC will be taking 
grant applications for Saguache 
County Sales Tax Grants until 
3pm March 13, 2015. To be eligi-
ble, grant applications must be for:  
Emergency Services/Public Health 
and Safety; Youth and Senior pro-
grams, projects, or organizations; 
or Renewable Energy projects/
Business Opportunities and Job 
Creation. Guidelines, application 
forms and instructions are avail-
able at www.saguachecounty.net 
An organization can also request a 
grant application by calling the Sa-
guache County Administration at 
719-655-2231.   

Land exchange gives 
Baca residents a 
second road out

Saguache 
  County 
   News
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by Gretchen Nelson, 
Town Clerk
Downtown revitalization 

is underway
The Town has fi nally received 

a fully executed contract from De-
partment of Local Affairs (DOLA) 
for the Pedestrian Pathway Net-
work Project (PPNP).  Local ar-
chitect Burt Wadman is beginning 
work on his part of this project, 
which includes site evaluation and 
data collection, coordinating revi-
sions to the design developments, 
preparation of construction docu-
ments for the construction bidding 
process, preparation of construc-
tion specifi cations and production 
of a Project Manual. Grant funding 
for PPNP is from the Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
in the amount of $500,000, and 
is matched by public and private 
funds in the amount of $73,763. 
Because some of the grant money 
comes from federal funds, there are 
a multitude of special “hoops” that 

we will be moving through in order 
to be compliant with grant require-
ments. At this time it is anticipated 
that the Board of Trustees will be 
choosing the construction contrac-
tor by May 2015, and that the pro-
ject will be completed this summer/
fall.

Ordinance
Ordinance 2015-002 was 

adopted extending the moratorium 
on the operation of marijuana cul-
tivation facilities, marijuana prod-
uct manufacturing facilities, mari-
juana testing facilities or retail 
marijuana stores in the Town of 
Crestone until February 11, 2016.

Resolution
Each year the Town has to 

designate its offi cials and posting 
places.  Resolution 003-2015 was 
adopted reappointing the Clerk, 
Treasurer, Attorney, Administra-
tor, Judge and designating the 
Town Hall and Post Offi ce bulletin 
boards as offi cial posting places for 
meeting notices.

Crestone book store triples in size
by Lori Nagel
Read all about it! Literally, 

read all about lots of topics that 
lots of Crestone people fi nd inter-
esting, all at our very own Ragpick-
er Used Books Cards Photography 
and Jewelry by Carmin.  Most of 
the books in the store have come 
from local residents, which is why 
there are so many topics that our 
like-minded neighbors might also 
fi nd of interest.  

When Carmin Teeple opened 
her bookstore in February of 2013, 
its humble beginnings were con-
tained in a 7½’ x 8’ space.  Now, a 
mere 2 years later, it’s grown to a 
little more than 3 times that size, 
and the vast selection is outstand-
ing!   There’s a profound sense of 
pride when Carmin smiles and 
says, “It’s more like a real book-
store now.”  She used to be co-
manager of the CYP Thrift Store in 
town, a job she left about 2 years 
before she opened this bookstore. 
And part of the reason for investing 
in this new venture was because 
she missed the people interaction 
she got when she was working at 
the Thrift Store.

In addition to books, Carmin 
is an excellent photographer and 
has many of her pictures available 

in the form of cards & prints.  Most 
of the photos are local, and some 
have captured the beauty from afar.  
Carmin also makes handmade jew-
elry out of armadillo shells and 
other unique things, such as seeds.  
She also offers her very own hand-
made paper & woven hat bands, 
and plans to create even more va-
riety in the future.

Carmin is very discerning 
when selecting the books she will 
carry in her store.  “Most are non-
fi ction,” she says, “including a large 
variety of spiritual books, Colo-
rado books, fi eld guides, Native, 
southwestern regional stuff—and 
of course, New Age.”  There’s also 
substantial food & health, chil-
dren’s, and really, books on almost 
every subject you can think of.

Carmin is happy to place spe-
cial orders for books, CDs, DVDs, 
and she might even consider order-
ing other things, as well. Gift cer-
tifi cates are also available, for any 
amount, redeemable for anything 
in the store—even for special or-
ders!

The bookstore currently offers 
tea, coffee, and hot chocolate for 
your perusing pleasure, and may 
soon be bringing in some healthy 
treats.  In addition to all the won-
derful things that make this home-
town bookstore the peacefully cozy 
place that it is, one local resident, 
Ginny Ducale says, “I’ve found 
some really good books in there—
books that I never would’ve noticed 
anywhere else, because it’s a small 
venue and she’s got a good eye for 
the subjects she selects to carry in 
her store.”

Carmin moved to Crestone in 
October of 2000, having previously 
resided for 23 years in an intention-
al community called Greenbriar, 
near Austin, TX.  We’re so blessed 
to have her and her bookstore be a 
part of this wonderful community!

Store hours are noon-4pm, 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.  
Also, keep an eye out for its Face-
book page, coming soon.

Carmin Teeple in her newly expanded book store in the Sangre de Cristo Inn building.  
                                          photo by Lori Nagel
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POA seeks public 
input on fi re 
district & dogs
Forum March 15

Community members are 
encouraged to attend a public fo-
rum on Sunday, March 15, from 
2pm to 5pm to express their opin-
ions and knowledge about two 
issues of importance to our Cre-
stone/Baca community.  The fo-
rum will be held at the POA Hall.

Fire District: 2-3:30pm. 
Over a year ago, the Crestone 
Fire Protection District, known 
locally as Crestone Emergency 
Services District (CrESD) was 
approved by voters. However, 
two elections failed to pass a 
mill levy, the second by only two 
votes. What are the advantages 
and disadvantages to local resi-
dents and POA property owners 
of a publicly funded Fire Protec-
tion District? Should the POA 
Board of Directors seek to trans-
fer the fi re equipment and build-
ings to the new district if a mill 
levy is passed this year? 

Dogs: 3:30-5pm. The Baca 
Grande POA Board of Directors 
has been discussing measures to 
protect residents, horseback rid-
ers, and wildlife from dogs run-
ning at large. This problem has 
come up over and over for several 
years. Do you have opinions or 
ideas on how it should be han-
dled within the confi nes of POA 
documents?

This meeting is not an of-
fi cial POA meeting, nor is it 
sponsored by the POA Board of 
Directors. However, some board 
members will be present to hear 
input of local members and resi-
dents. This meeting is meant as a 
forum for public discussion on two 
topics of importance to our com-
munity, and an opportunity for 
representatives within our com-
munity to hear from constituents.

by Alison McClure, 
Community Mgr, BGPOA
The Baca Grande POA (BG-

POA) has recently been getting 
complaints in regards to dogs at 
large, dogs that are not under con-
trol of their owners.  The Board of 
Directors takes this very seriously; 
currently, the board is revising a 
policy on how to deal with this is-
sue.  A revised policy will be pre-
sented to the board at the February 
26 board meeting. 

Per the BGPOA Governing 
Documents, Declarations of Cov-
enants, Article XI, Section 11.7, 
Animals, (a) “Household pets may 
be kept on any Lot.  Dogs are not 
allowed off their Owners’ Lots un-
less they are under their Owners’ 
control.”  If residents in the Baca 
witness any dog running at large 
within the BGPOA, please report 
this violation to the POA offi ce at 
719-256-4171.  Filing a complaint 
can be done in three ways: fi ll out 
a complaint form (available at the 
POA offi ce); email your complaint to 
info@bacapoa.org; or call the POA 
and one of the staff will take your 

complaint over the phone.  The in-
formation needed to fi le a complaint 
is your name, your phone number, 
your lot number, where in the Baca 
you saw the dog at large, descrip-
tion of the dog, and what you wit-
nessed the dog doing.  

The homeowners are eyes and 
ears for BGPOA staff.  If complaints 
are not fi led, we cannot enforce the 
covenants and alleviate the nui-
sance of loose dogs.  It is strongly 
recommended that you carry a cam-
era with you as you walk the Baca.  
If you see a dog without an owner, 
please take pictures and fi le a com-
plaint with us.  If it is at all possible, 
get the lot number where the dog 
resides; that is of the utmost impor-
tance.  This may not always be pos-
sible; you are still encouraged to fi le 
a complaint even if you are not sure 
where the dog lives.

Once a complaint is fi led, the 
POA will send a letter to the owner 
(if the lot has been identifi ed).  If 
the number of the lot cannot be ob-
tained, the POA will still attempt 
to fi nd the owner and proceed with 
the enforcement of the violation.  If 

the property is being rented, and 
the POA knows the address of the 
tenant, a letter will be sent to the 
tenant also.  The owner has 20 days 
to respond to the letter and to come 
into compliance with the covenant.  
If the owner does not respond to the 
letter, a second letter will be sent in-
forming them of a hearing date be-
fore the Compliance Violations Ap-
peal Panel.  The panel will review 
all the facts and circumstances, and 
interview witnesses.  The panel will 
decide if the violation warrants a 
fi ne.  The fi ne schedule is as follows:  
First violation, $50; Second viola-
tion, $100; Third violation, $200.  If 
a member or guest (tenant) accumu-
lates four or more similar violations 
they maybe subject to an additional 
fi ne of $250 per month until the vio-
lation is corrected.  However, pay-
ment of a fi ne does not alleviate the 
responsibility to correct the viola-
tion.  You can view the entire Cove-
nant and Enforcement and Hearing 
Policy at the POA website at www.
bacapoa.org or pick up a copy at the 
POA offi ce. 

The Saguache County Sher-
iff ’s Department does not respond 
to dogs at large.  There are no stat-
utes in Saguache County against 
dogs at large.  However there is 
Criminal Code 18-9-204.5 “Unlaw-
ful Owner of dangerous dog.”  The 
Sheriff ’s Department will respond 
to a “dangerous dog.”  Sheriff War-
wick encourages all to fi le a com-
plaint with the Sheriff ’s Depart-
ment if you are bitten or if your own 
pet is harmed by a dangerous dog.  
If you would like to read the entire 
Criminal Code 18-9-204.5, you may 
request a copy at the POA.

If Baca residents fi le com-
plaints with the POA, we can begin 
to remedy the current situation of 
residents being afraid to walk and 
enjoy our beautiful environment.  
We just need to work together.  If 
the POA board accepts a new policy 
regarding dogs at large, it will be 
published in The Crestone Eagle
and on the POA website.

POA revising policy to deal with 
dogs at large in the Baca Grande

BACA GRANDE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
THE BACA GRANDE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION IS LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS TO SERVE ON THE 

MANAGEMENT STRATEGY COMMITTEE
This Committee is an ad hoc Committee consisting of five to seven Members in Good Stand-

ing.  The Committee will be researching and reporting on different ways to manage the day to 
day operations of the Baca Grande Property Owners’ Association.  If you would like to read the 

entire Committee Charter please contact the POA Office.
Committee members are appointed by the Board of Directors.  If you are a POA Member and 

a Member in Good Standing, please write a letter to the Board of Directors explaining why you 
would like to join the Committee.  Deadline to turn in letters is March 10, 2015.  You can drop 

off your letter at the POA office or email it to info@bacapoa.org.  If you have any questions 
please call the POA office at 719-256-4171.

THANK YOU FOR CONSIDERING VOLUNTEERING AT YOUR POA!

ALMA PRESENTS  

An Evening with John Denver 

Featuring Chris Collins 
Saturday, March 14  - The Windsor Hotel, Del Norte 

Dinner & Concert (5 p.m. Dinner 6:15 p.m. Concert) 

Tickets: $45   

Includes meal & concert 

No discounts 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@bacapoa.org
http://www.bacapoa.org
http://www.bacapoa.org
mailto:info@bacapoa.org


The Crestone Eagle • March, 2015 • Page 9 

currently rated as pollutants, 3) 
they can be biologically active, 4) 
sewage treatment plants are not 
required or designed to remove PP-
CPs, 5) developing resistance (an-
tibiotics), 6)  additive, synergistic 
or antagonistic effects, 7) unknown 
risk to aquatic life, and 8) poten-
tial impact on aquatic organisms 
at fairly low levels (such as altera-
tion of escape behavior, decreased 
sperm, and feminization of male 
fi sh).

The question becomes, 
what potential issues arise from 
very low concentrations?  “The 
dose makes the poison” is classic 
thought but endocrine disruptors 
produce non-monotonic (inverted 
U) non-linear hormone response 
at different concentrations.  Low 
dose effects are remarkably com-
mon in studies of hormones and 
Endocrine-Disruption Concentra-
tions (EDC’s).  “Timing of exposure 
is profoundly important to detect 
low dose effects of EDCs.”  Also, 
non-monotonic response does not 
fi t into regular testing by agencies 
like the EPA.  

Archuleta stated that one 
needs to keep in mind that the 
concentrations are low (parts per 
trillion) which can be visualized 
as a one-foot-square fl oor tile out 
of the state of Illinois, or one sec-
ond out of 32,000 years.  The ef-
fect of contaminants on humans 
is a source of much controversy in 
the scientifi c community, resulting 
in articles and rebuttal articles.  
Currently, a giant fi ve-year study 
is underway, begun in 2012-13, to 
attempt to neutrally fi nd conclu-
sive results uniting fi eld research 
and cellular research concerning 
the effects of contaminants.

Baca study
The Baca study looked at the 

presence and distribution of PP-
CPs and their potential impact on 
fi sh.  Methodology was two-fold:  
water samples (a “grab” or snap-
shot in time) of six creeks feed-
ing into the Baca and the Aspen 

Waste Water Treatment Plant 
outfall, and polar organic chemi-
cal integrated samples (POCIS) at 
four sites (exposure over 30 days).  
One hundred twenty analytes 
(components) were quantifi ed but 
not all were at levels high enough 
to be detected, such as Hormone 
Replacement Therapies (HRT) 
prescriptions or PPCPs (Personal 
Care Products); the resulting 45 
detected chemicals were placed in 
16 different groups.  Gonads and 
livers of fathead minnows, Rio 
Grande chub, and suckers were 
examined for histological and gene 
expression analysis by a graduate 
student.  

Many of the chemicals pho-
todegrade very quickly (half life 
of hours, such as triclosan) once 
entering the outdoor light of sew-
age plants.  Other contaminants 
have a half life of days, such as 
caffeine or DEET (insect repel-
lant).  The concentrations varied 
drastically, but DEET was found 
everywhere.  Even fi ve years ago, 
methodologies to test these ana-
lytes (components) weren’t even 
available.  Prescription drug ana-
lytes are found as a result of hu-
man consumption of the Rx’s and 
then their being excreted in urine 
and feces, not just from throwing 
away unused Rxs.

Mixtures of PPCPs were 
found at low concentrations in all 
the creeks.  The POSIS most fre-
quently detected prescription drug 
analytes at all fi sh sites; caffeine, 
triclosan (antibacterial soap), and 
DEET were found in the highest 
concentrations. Triclosan has been 
shown to be an endocrine disrupter 
in the parts/million range.

Results
The grad student found histo-

logical fi ndings in fi sh gonads that 
were similar at all sites.  The re-
sults were the same for the refer-
ence site, so cannot be attributed 
solely to PPCPs.  Some of the gene 
expression analysis indicated po-
tential exposure to estrogenic com-
pounds.  The lab study suggests an-
tagonistic effects with the mixture 
(“funky things going on,” in other 
words) so more research needs to 
be done.  So the question arises, 

what do we study the most?  An 
audience member asked if it were 
known what part of the light spec-
trum could be best used to break 
down analytes; this is unknown.  
Research invariably leads to more 
research possibilities.

Monte Vista Wildlife Ref-
uge

This study was done in 2014 
to determine what PPCPs are pre-
sent at the refuge.  POSITs were 
deployed at four sites.  

Results
PPCPs were detected at all 

four sites but at low concentra-
tions; the results provide baseline 
data for the future; and some com-
pounds (DEET, caffeine and tri-
closan) were detected in POSITs 
and in trip blanks.  If a sample did 
not exceed a certain level, it was not 
studied.  Atrazinel (herbicide) was 
detected at  three sites (0.07-0.59); 
anticonvulsives/antidepressants at 
three sites (0.04-0.08); Gemfi brozil 
(a lipid-lowering Rx) at two sites 
(0.12-0.24); Metformin (Rx for type 
II diabetes) at four sites (0.01-0.04); 
Thiabendazole (fungicide/deworm-
er for both humans and animals) at 
two sites (0.04-0.15); and Tramadol 
(narcotic-like pain reliever) at two 
sites (0.04-0.05).  

All the water at the Monte 
Vista Refuge comes from the Rio 
Grande River, from its headwaters 
downstream through South Fork, 
Del Norte, and part of Monte Vista, 
via Empire and Monte Vista Ca-
nals.

Contaminants of Emerging 
Concern (CECs) are probably wide-
spread and severely increasing 
with population growth.  Ecologi-
cal risk assessment should iden-
tify vulnerable park (concentrated) 
areas.  Their sources should be 
defi ned as well as their degrada-
tion to inform future decisions on 
source reduction/removal. Archu-
leta stressed that no one has the 
fi nal answer.  

What can you do?
We as individuals can choose 

to act on some choices such as re-
duction or removal of these sub-
stances from our daily lives:  (1) 
do not use products containing 
triclosan (antibacterial soap and 
some toothpastes—read labels); 
(2) use BPA-free food containers 
and be aware that BPA is pre-
sent in products like the lining 
of canned food; (3) avoid products 
with preservatives; (4) switch to 
cleaning products that don’t con-
tain BHA or methylparaben; and 

(5) eat fresh foods. A conversation 
of prescription drug “take back” 
programs came up in later discus-
sion as a future public participa-
tion possibility.

Archuleta was asked if a 
study of the Alamosa Wildlife 
Refuge is forthcoming; she stated 
their proposal for 2015 was not 
funded but will be re-submitted. 
Also asked was how long it would 
be for the scientifi c community to 
see if wild birds or the food chain 
is affected.  Archuleta referred to 
the study of osprey in Chesapeake 
Bay which showed the birds had 
“hits.”  She again referred to the 
ongoing study which includes cel-
lular research in labs as well to 
neutrally help fi nd answers to con-
taminant effects on humans; cel-
lular research is more related to 
human health.  

This study is important in 
providing a baseline for future re-
search, for future funding, and for 
looking at the food chain, and re-
search will be one step at a time.  
What happens now is predisposing 
the next generation, an audience 
member suggested. Individuals 
can address what they spend their 
money on, Archuleta suggested.   
Audience questions included the 
puzzling fi nding of Atrazinel since 
it has not been commonly used by 
valley farmers for decades.  The 
Monte Vista Wildlife Refuge was a 
ranch until 1952 so perhaps it had 
been used there historically and is 
still present in the soil.  An audi-
ence member wondered why we 
should worry about such low con-
centrations.  

Archuleta’s response was 
threefold: 1) feminization of male 
fi sh and visa-versa, female to male; 
2) exposure from outfall in large 
metropolitan areas is 24/7; and 3) 
chronic exposure to PPCPs and 
metals—essentially, what will be 
the straw that will break the cam-
el’s back?  

Audience members added 
that low doses of contaminants 
such as DEET may accumulate in 
fatty tissue; contaminants may be 
triggers.  Studies in remote areas 
of Colorado such as Telluride were 
suggested; Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park, the South Platte, and 
Boulder Creek have been studied.  
Restoration projects have been suc-
cessful.

How we move forward with 
this information remains the on-
going task, and it is important to 
have a baseline for the future.  

Refuge water study
continued from page 1

Wetlands on the Baca National Refuge.  Household chemicals and prescription drugs 
are leaking into the water on the refuge.                     photo by Paul Shippee   
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Late in February, sandhill 
cranes, the San Luis Valley’s old-
est visitors, begin their annual 
trek from south to north, stopping 
off near the Monte Vista National 
Wildlife Refuge to load up on fuel. 
For millions of years, the sandhills 
have been spending their “spring 
break” in Colorado’s Valley of the 
Cranes and more recently, wild-
life watchers have been drawn to 
wonder at this phenomenal natu-
ral spectacle.

No one really knows what 
the early residents of southern 
Colorado thought about this ma-
jestic migration of cranes, but 
they were paying attention to it. 
High on a rocky cliff face south-
west of Monte Vista is a well-
protected six-foot-long petroglyph 
that is unmistakably a sandhill 
crane. So, as much as 2,000 years 
ago, humans were celebrating the 
return of these magnifi cent birds 
to the Valley of the Cranes.

Today, crane watchers come 
from far and wide to join this 
celebration at the Monte Vista 
Crane Festival. While the festival 
offers outstanding opportunities 
for celebrating and understand-
ing cranes and other wildlife, the 
common denominator that brings 
visitors back year after year is 
the 20,000 or so greater sandhill 
cranes and a few thousand lesser 
sandhills, that really put on a 
show for each other and visitors, 
too. Besides the cranes there are 
thousands of waterfowl, numer-

ous wintering bald eagles and 
other raptors that highlight the 
wildlife viewing.

The festival hosts wildlife 
experts, local naturalists and bi-
ologists who present educational 
workshops at the Monte Vista 
Middle School, while fl ocks of 
dancing sandhills assemble in the 
neighboring farm fi elds, just east 
of town. Bus tours to the nearby 
refuge and adjacent farmlands 
provide visitors with the oppor-
tunity to view this spectacle up 
close and personal, with a knowl-
edgeable local guide. Special tours 
feature raptor identifi cation, sun-
set trips to view cranes and visits 
to closed areas of the refuge for 
Crane Fest participants.

A craft fair is held in the 
Ski-Hi building, which features 
a prominent crane mural on the 
outside walls. A dinner with live 
entertainment, a pancake break-
fast, local restaurants and conces-
sions at the craft fair provide sus-
tenance for happy crane watchers 
from as far away as Japan. Motels 
and B & Bs fi ll up weeks in ad-
vance, and the population of Mon-
te Vista nearly doubles during 
the weekend of Crane Fest. Come 
visit the Valley of the Cranes and 
enjoy their annual spring return 
to one of Colorado’s most spectac-
ularly scenic places.

For more information, events 
and schedule visit www.cranefest.
com.

32nd Annual Monte Vista Crane Festival 
alights March 13-15 

Crestone Artisans Gallery news
by Robert Adler
Our featured artist for the 

month of March is Carrie Caverly. 
She is an Architectural and In-
terior Designer and has been de-
signing commercial and residen-
tial spaces for over twelve years.

Throughout her career with 
various architectural fi rms, many 
samples have passed through her 
hands, many sticking there—
small pristine squares of fabric, 
leather or wallcovering—thrown 
away after their use in selecting 
materials for a project. Caverly’s 
artistic inclinations inspired her 
to salvage these samples and fi nd 
some way to use them.

Much of her art includes re-
claimed or salvaged materials of 
some kind, rescuing materials 
from the waste stream and trans-

forming them into something use-
ful and beautiful. Her jewelry 
designs incorporate gemstones 
recycled from unwanted or dis-
carded jewelry pieces.

The bags she sews (on her 
1930’s Bernina sewing machine) 
are made from architectural fab-
ric samples, vintage fabrics, and 
reclaimed zippers. Wallcovering 
samples are stitched onto sim-
ple craft paper journals, making 
them beautiful, original and long-
lasting. 

She also creates brightly 
painted furniture using an 18th 
century painting technique called 
Vinegar Graining.  The furniture 
pieces are all rescued antiques or 
thrift store fi nds, instilled with 
new life. 

To see more of Carrie’s work 
in architecture 
and interior de-
sign, please go 
to her website 
h t t p : / / c a r r i e -
caver ly.word -
press.com.

March is a 
strange month. 
We’re defi nitely 
still in winter, 
looking forward 
to spring with 
the advent of 
daylight savings 
time and more 
glorious sun-

light. Along with 
most everyone 
else, our artists 
kind of went into 

hibernation in January and have 
begun to emerge into a new burst 
of creative energy and focus. Two 
new artists have joined our gal-
lery and their talents and art are 
welcomed.

Probably the most gratifying 
aspect of being an artist in our 
gallery is the support we get from 
the Crestone community. Not only 
is it an opportunity for the com-
munity to meet us and appreciate 
our work, but, in the other direc-
tion, we get to meet and greet 
our community, some of whom we 
have not seen in a while and new 
community members who may 
fi nd us a new reason for having 
moved here.

Moira  Forsythe and Jodi Price enjoying themselves at the Cres-
tone Artisan Gallery’s “Afternoon Soiree” event, which was held 
on Valentine’s afternoon. photo by Lori Nagel

Carrie Caverly, this month’s featured artist, creates bags and journals using fabric and 
wallcovering samples obtained through her work as an architectural designer.  Thrift 
store furniture fi nds a new life, brightly painted using an 18th c. technique.

Spring Hours
Wednesday-Sunday

12pm-4pm

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena  
in Downtown Crestone

719-256-5280

Crestone Artisans Gallery
represents 24 local artists

& craftspersons
Thank You for shopping locally!

2 HOUR ENCAUSTIC WORKSHOPS
HAVE BEGUN

Stephen Futral aka Ish 719.256.4848 | stephenfutral@fairpoint.net
 

OFFERED AT FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS WITH ISH
Classes include supplies and can be one-on-one or with others.  

Two hour increments Thursdays & Fridays

Get your creative juices flowing this winter,
BRING SOME FRIENDS AND ENJOY!

in historic downtown Salida              135 F Street

a place to gather, to browse, to explore, 
to reach out, to find great literature and good reads

March Music Week!
Monday, March 9 

Tiffany Christopher

Wednesday, March 11 
Claude Bourbon

Saturday, March 14 
Mike Blakely

Call 539-9629 for more details!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.cranefest
mailto:stephenfutral@fairpoint.net
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Movie Night Friday, March 13
It’s Downhill from here!

Crestone Performances Inc. 
will be recognizing the end of ski 
season with the movie Downhill 
Racer starring Robert Redford in 
one of his earliest roles. The movie 
will show at the Crestone Charter 
School Friday night March 13 at 
6:30pm. 

Downhill Racer is about a qui-
etly cocky Robert Redford who joins 
the U.S. ski team as a downhill 
racer and clashes with the team’s 
coach, played by Gene Hackman. 
There is lots of great downhill sk-
ing leading to an exciting climax. 
In April we will celebrate April 
Fools with the Mel Brooks classic 
“Blazing Saddles”! We will serve 
Al’s fabulous chili, popcorn and 
drinks. Al’s chili sold out at the 
last movie night, so come and get 
it!  We missed the January movie 
night due to the fl ood at the Char-
ter school but the room is available 
for us again. 

Suggested admission is $5 for 
adults, $2 for teens and under 12 
free. But wait! Become a member of 
Crestone Performances for $50 or 
more a year or $5 or more a month 
and get in for free that night! You 
can even make a pledge to become 
a member and get in free. By be-

coming a member of Crestone 
Performances Inc. you will be con-
tributing to the vitality of our com-
munity. CPI annually produces the 
Crestone Music Festival, now in its 
17th year. 

Over the last 12 years, our 
Youth Enrichment Program has 
produced and fully paid for 31 dif-
ferent presenters to do 103 edu-
cational and cultural presenta-
tions in Saguache County schools. 
We have also provided another 80 
shows in schools throughout the 
San Luis Valley plus the Boys and 
Girls Club of Alamosa. Our Com-
munity Service Program lends 
free technical and consulting sup-
port to other local organizations 
throughout the year including; 
all Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
events, Yaktoberfest, the Crestone 
Charter School, Crestone Fourth of 
July and the Energy Fair. For more 
information, please contact us at 
719-256-4533, see our web site at 
crestfest.org. or write to CPI, P.O. 
Box 6, Crestone CO 81131. CPI is 
a 501c3 community service organi-
zation.  So get down, downhill that 
is, Friday March 13 at 6:30 at the 
Crestone Charter School!

Gentle Yoga class.

Gentle Yoga for seniors
by Sophia Tiers
Cynthia’s “Gentle Yoga” is 

perfect for the particular men 
and women who take part in the 
class.  We’re all seniors:  one is on 
oxygen and uses a walking stick; a 
former student, who was just cre-
mated, came in her wheelchair and 
stretched to her greatest ability.  
There is no judgment from anyone;  
we all encourage each other and 
Cynthia is most kind and consider-
ate. Cynthia reminds us that we’re 

here to stretch gently, remain sup-
ple, and if we can go beyond what 
we’ve done, that’s fi ne but “don’t 
hurt yourselves”. 

The style is prayerful, play-
ful, and reverent with a good sense 
of humor.  We all love her for the 
respect and fun we have.  Some-
times she works with our memo-
ries (I’m 80) and plays games that 
begin with the letter of each of our 
names; new people come and we all 
go around the circle to see if we re-
member everyone. 

You’ll fi nd an integration of 
teachings and yogic styles to in-
clude hatha, kripalu,vinyasa,  and 
more.  Every lesson is free fl ow-
ing.  Cynthia’s mother was a yoga 
teacher so she comes by it naturally.  
I highly recommend it to any senior 
who wants to stay in shape gently 
and take her/himself gently beyond 
where you are now.  The group is 
very congenial.  Try it;  you’ll like it!

Himalayan dinner buffet & slide 
show happens March 12 at the Sage 
Fundraiser for Crestone-Baca Library

Tshering Dorji, Ling Wang and Bill Ellzey will host a Himalayan Din-
ner Buffet and slide show Thursday March 12, 5:30 at the Desert Sage 
Restaurant as a fundraiser for The Crestone-Baca Public Library.

Cost: $30 per plate.  All proceeds beyond the cost of food and wages for 
the wait-staff will go to the library fund.  The fundraiser buffet will be the 
only meal served at the restaurant that night (no orders from the menu). 
Alcohol and tips for wait-staff are extra.

Following dinner Ellzey will present a 1-hour slide show of his trav-
els in Zambia, Tibet and Bhutan. Zambia photographs include African 
big game animals and small ones, and the colorful, annual festivals held 
by Zambian women farmers who were introduced to Natural Agriculture 
farming practices by Crestone’s Shumei International Institute.

The Tibet photographs are from Ellzey’s recent workshop trip with 8 
Tibetan photographers and Marv Ross, of the Tibetan Village Project, the 
man who invited him to go.

Bhutan photographs are from two photo workshop-safaris with Tsher-
ing and the trip’s participants, a number of whom are Crestone residents.

The hosts of this fundraiser believe that a modern library can be the 
most important centerpiece of a community like ours.  We’re a small town 
in the boondocks.  The modern library is a portal to the rest of the world.  
Books have long been the mainstay of libraries but now there are DVDs, 
computers and internet.  Easy access to knowledge and entertainment will 
be in our midst.

Cynthia L Nielsen Lmt, Ryt | cynthianielsenlmt@gmail.com

One Hour Aquatic 
Massage

March Special $55
Radiant Flow

(719) 298-0360

Debra Irizarry, M.D. FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

MEMBER

®

Crestone: Baca Professional Building • 46 Camino Baca Grande
Salida: Bella Vita Salon • 1447 G Street

Call for your complimentary consultation

www.doctordeb.co   •  contact@doctordeb.co 

Big City Quality 
with a  

Small Town Touch•Laser Resurfacing  •Biopsies  •Excisions  
•Blepharoplasty  •Botox  •Fillers   

(719) 256-6600

March into Spring with Radiant Skin!
Buy 1 syringe, get 1 FREE

Don’t miss the best price of the year - March ONLY

Cho ku rei Ranch & Farm 

Local. Always Organic. Always GMO-Free

Live music EVERY weekend!
Mon-Thur 11am-7pm
Fri-Sat 11am-8pm

Happy hour 3pm-close

(719) 256-4700
67581 County Road T 

Crestone, CO

Integrating structural, emotional, nutritional health in one treatmentIntegrating structural, emotional, nutritional health in one treatment

For local appointments, call Annie: 719.256.5668
http://quantumchiropractic.org

Daniel B. Flemming, D.C.
Quantum Chiropractic Care

719.337.6633

• Energy Healing • The Journey® 
• Herbal Medicine

• Classes & Herb Walks 
• House Clearings

46 Camino Baca Grande

Dorje Root, 
RH (AHG)
Herbalist / 
Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786  
dorjeroot@yahoo.com
www.rootsofhealing.com
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

mailto:dorjeroot@yahoo.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
mailto:cynthianielsenlmt@gmail.com
http://www.doctordeb.co
mailto:contact@doctordeb.co
http://quantumchiropractic.org
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Daily
•	 Morning	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
7am,	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.org,	 www.
babajiashram.org

•	 Sampai	&	Jyorei,	Shumei	Sanctuary,	please	be	
seated	by	7:50am	and	5:50pm,	256-5284

•	 Tours,	 gallery	 and	 Jyorei,	 Shumei,	 9am-5pm,	
256-5284

•	 Evening	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
6pm,	 256-4108,	 info@babajiashram.org,	 www.
babajiashram.org

Sunday
•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	719-937-7769

Tuesday
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	5-6:45		
By	donation	shaktisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 Narcotics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	marijuana	
users	welcome	Baca	 Library	 7:30	 pm-8:30	 pm	
crestonena@gmail.com	970-309-0710

Wednesday
•	 Yoga	Fundamentals	&	Refinements	8:30-10am	
By	donation	shaktisharanam.com	719-256-5668

•	 	iNtEgRaTiVe	Yoga	YES	Building	9:15-10:30am	
719-298-0360

•	 Gentle	Yoga	YES	Building	next	 to	 library	11:00	
am-12:30	pm	719-298-0360

•	 Crestone	Food	Bank	Crestone	Town	Hall	1-3pm

Thursday
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5-6:45	pm	By	donation	719-256-5668

Saturday
•	 Dorje	Trolo	practice	White	Jewel	Mountain	10:00	
am-12:00	pm	no	charge	719	480-5403

Community Calendar—March 2015 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Friday, February 27
•	 Enrich	Colorado	Agriculture	Grants	Due	http://1.
usa.gov/1BI5LHx

•	 Crestone	Mountain	Karate	Club	Early	Bird	Train-
ing	CCS	6-7am	$30	413-219-7774

Saturday, February 28
•	 Ca$hing	 in	on	Tourism	–	Alamosa	Armory	8:00	
am-1:30	pm	www.slv-sbdc.com

•	 Cabin	 Fever	 Talent	 Show	 –	 Crestone	 Charter	
School	6:30	pm	$10

Monday, March 2
•	 Crestone	Mountain	Karate	Club	Early	Bird	Train-
ing	CCS	6-7am	$30	413-219-7774

•	 Town	of	Crestone	Planning	Commission	Regular	
Meeting	–	Crestone	Town	Center	6-8pm

Tuesday, March 3
•	 Saguache	 Cty.	 B	 of	 C	meeting,	 Saguache	 Court-
house	9am	www.saguachecounty.net	719-655-2231

•	 Crestone	 Mtn.	 Karate	 Club	 Regular	 Training	
CCS	4:30-5:30pm	$30	413-219-7774

Wednesday, March 4
•	 Gentle	 Yoga	 –	 YES	 Bldg	 next	 to	 library	 11:00	
am-12:30	pm

Thursday, March 5
•	 Full	Moon	Fire	Ceremony	&	Meal,	Haidakhandi	Uni-
versal	Ashram	10am	free	babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Riwo	 Sangchö:	 smoke	 offering	 (outdoors)	 –	
Choying	Dzong	10:00	am-10:45	am	256-5224

•	 Rumi	Study	Circle.	All	welcome,	3-5:pm	Free	or	
by	donation	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-256-4290

•	 Crestone	 Mtn.	 Karate	 Club	 Regular	 Training	
CCS	4:30	pm-5:30	pm	$30	413-219-7774

Friday, March 6
•	 Crestone	Mountain	Karate	Club	Early	Bird	Train-
ing	CCS	6-7am	$30	413-219-7774

Saturday, March 7
•	 CD	Release	party	–	Salida	SteamPlant	
•	 Stay	Warm	Fiber	Workshop,	BeBOP	Studio,	Saguache	
9am-4pm	$25	registration+class	fee	719-850-0051

Sunday, March 8
•	 International	Women’s	Day	–	All	Day
•	 Drop-in	Meditation	–	Choying	Dzong	10:00	am-
1:00	pm	256-5224

•	 Shumei’s	 Monthly	 Sampai,	 Sanctuary	 10:30am-
noon	free	www.shumeicrestone.org	719-256-5284

•	 Design	 Concept	 meetingfor	 Crestone	 Senior	
Housing	Community,	Cloud	Station	2:30-4:30	pm

Monday, March 9
•	 Crestone	Mountain	Karate	Club	Early	Bird	Train-
ing	CCS	6-7am	$30	413-219-7774

•	 Commissioner	J	Anderson	Crestone	office	hours	
–	Former	Farm	Table	Bldg	8:00	am-12:00	pm

•	 Town	 of	 Crestone	 Board	 of	 Trustees	 Regular	
Meeting	–	Crestone	Town	Center	1:30-6:30	pm

Tuesday, March 10
•	 Crestone	 Mtn.	 Karate	 Club	 Regular	 Training	
CCS	4:30-5:30pm	$30	413-219-7774

Wednesday, March 11
•	 Gentle	 Yoga	 –	 YES	 Bldg	 next	 to	 library	 11:00	
am-12:30	pm

•	 CEOLP	Monthly	Open	Meeting	–	Topping	House	
7-9pm	Crestone-end-of-life.org	719-588-7415

Thursday, March 12
•	 Crestone	 Mtn.	 Karate	 Club	 Regular	 Training	
CCS	4:30	pm-5:30	pm	$30	413-219-7774	

•	 Crestone/Baca	Library	Fundaiser	–	Desert	Sage	
Restaurant	5:30	pm	$30

•	 BGPOA	 Board	 of	 Directors	 meeting	 POA	 Hall	
6:30	pm	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

Friday, March 13
•	 Monte	Vista	Crane	Festival	–	MV	National	Wild-
life	Refuge	All	Day	www.cranefest.com

•	 Crestone	Mountain	Karate	Club	Early	Bird	Train-
ing	CCS	6-7am	$30	413-219-7774

•	 “Downhill”	 at	 Movie	 Night,	 Crestone	 Charter	
School	6:30pm	Adults	$5,	Teens	$2,	Under	12	free

Saturday, March 14
•	 The	Nelligan	Prize	for	Short	Fiction	entries	due		
$15	http://bit.ly/1BI8IrD	970-491-5449

•	 CEOLP	Registration	&	Advance	Directives	Party	
Cafe	next	to	Crestone	Realty	10am	719-588-7415

•	 Blue	Rooster	 band	 plays	 –	Cloud	Station	 6:00	
pm	256-4644

Sunday, March 15
•	 Move	clocks	forward	1	hr	at	2:00	am
•	 Meeting	on	dogs	&	fire	district	–	BGPOA	Meeting	
Room	2:00	pm-5:00	pm

•	 Dakini	Tsok	(Vajrayana	communal	feast)	–	Choy-
ing	Dzong	6:30	pm-8:30	pm	256-5224

Monday, March 16
•	 Crestone	Mountain	Karate	Club	Early	Bird	Train-
ing	CCS	6-7am	$30	413-219-7774

•	 Moffat	 School	 Board	 meeting	 –	 Moffat	 School	
Cafeteria	5:30	pm

Tuesday, March 17
•	 GOCO	Riparian	Restoration	Grant	due	–	All	Day	
http://bit.ly/17rGK69

•	 Saguache	 Cty.	 B	 of	 C	meeting,	 Saguache	 Court-
house	9am	www.saguachecounty.net	719-655-2231

•	 Crestone	 Mtn.	 Karate	 Club	 Regular	 Training	
CCS	4:30-5:30pm	$30	413-219-7774

Wednesday, March 18
•	 Gentle	 Yoga	 –	 YES	 Bldg	 next	 to	 library	 11:00	
am-12:30	pm

Thursday, March 19
•	 Sufi	Dhikr	&	Potluck	–	3:00	pm-5:00	pm	Free	or	
by	donation	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-256-4290

•	 Crestone	 Mtn.	 Karate	 Club	 Regular	 Training	
CCS	4:30	pm-5:30	pm	$30	413-219-7774

Friday, March 20
•	 New	Moon	Fire	Ceremony	&	Meal,	Haidakhandi	Uni-
versal	Ashram	10am	free	babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Riwo	 Sangchö:	 smoke	 offering	 (outdoors)	 –	
Choying	Dzong	10:00	am-10:45	am	256-5224

•	 Vernal	Equinox	–	4:45	pm

Saturday, March 21
•	 Spring	Navratri	(Divine	Mother	Festival)	&	Daily	
Fire	Ceremony	–	Haidakhandi	Unversal	Ashram	
10:00	am	free	babajiashram.org	719-256-4108

Sunday, March 22
•	 Drop-in	Meditation	–	Choying	Dzong	10:00	am-
1:00	pm	256-5224

Thursday, March 26
BGPOA	 Board	 of	 Directors	 meeting	 POA	 Hall	
6:30pm	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

Saturday, March 28
•	 Worldwide	Earth	Hour—turn	lights	off	–	8:30	pm-
9:30pm	www.earthhour.org

Sunday, March 29
•	 Children’s	Day	at	the	Haidakhandi	Unversal	Ash-
ram	11am	free	babajiashram.org	719-256-4108

•	 Fistful	of	Fun	Fiber	Festival,	Elephant	Cloud	2-5pm	
$2	www.facebook.com/events/1541299342822022

•	 Guru	 Rinpoché	 Tsok	 (Vajrayana	 communal	
feast),	Choying	Dzong	6:30-8:30	pm	256-5224

Tuesday, March 31
•	 “The	Heart	is	Noble”	discussion	group	–	Discus-
sion	 house	 6:30	 pm-8:00	 pm	 Free	 256-4141,	
360-370-7770

Friday, April 3
•	 Celebration	of	Life	–	Baca	Grande	2:00	pm-4:00	
pm	256-5521

Thursday, April 9
•	 BGPOA	Board	of	Directors	meeting	POA	Hall	6:30pm	
bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

Friday, April 10
•	 Blazing	 Saddles”	 for	 Movie	 Night	 –	 Crestone	
Charter	 School	 6:30	 pm	Adults	 $5,	 Teens	 $2,	
Under	12	free

Sunday, April 12
•	 SLV	CROP	Hunger	Walk	–	2:00	pm	www.crop-
hungerwalk.org/alamosaco	719-587-3499

Monday, April 13
•	 Commissioner	J	Anderson	Crestone	office	hours	
–	Former	Farm	Table	Bldg	8:00	am-12:00	pm

Monday, April 20
•	 Closed	Basin	Project	Operations	Comm.	meet-
ing	–	10:00	am

Tuesday, April 21
•	 Saguache	 County	 Board	 of	 Commissioners	
meeting	 –	 Saguache	 County	 Courthouse	 9:00	
am	www.saguachecounty.net	719-655-2231

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@babajiashram.org
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http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:crestonena@gmail.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
mailto:events@crestoneeagle.com
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Celebration of Life
There will be a Celebration 

of Life on Good Friday, April 3 at 
2pm at 4370 Twin View Overlook, 
honoring musician Cathy McNeil.  
Bring instruments, covered dish, 
beverages. Everyone welcome. For 
info call Grace 256-5521.

HAPS

Easter at Little Shepherd
Little Shepherd of the Hills 

Episcopal Church will welcome 
Easter with a celebration of the 
Eucharist at 2pm on Sunday April 
1, at the little chapel located on 
Alder Street between Galena and 
Carbonate in Crestone.  For infor-
mation call Vivia at 256-5800.

Moffat School Board 
meets March 16

The Moffat School Board 
monthly meeting: will be Monday, 
March 16 at 5:30pm in the Moffat 
School cafeteria. Community mem-
bers are welcome.

Fistfull of Fun Fiber Festival 
March 29

The First Annual Fistfull of 
Fun Fiber Festival will happen 
in Crestone March 29.  It will be 
held at the Elephant Cloud Station 
from 2 to 5 pm.  All fi ber enthusi-
asts are invited to participate and 
attend. Admission is $2.  For more 
information visit the facebook page 
Fistfull of Fun.

Carpet cleaning for Chloe
Tedd Brumm, as a fund-

raiser for Chloe Hadden who 
was seriously injured in an auto 
accident, is offering to do carpet 
cleaning at $35 per room.  Chloe’s 
friends will be helping by moving 
furniture and vacuuming while 
Tedd does the steam vac.  They 
will also be offering furniture 
upholstery cleaning. All monies 
will be donated to Chloe.  Contact 
Tedd at 937-3032 or leave a mes-
sage on Facebook.

Senior community housing: 
A design concept

Living Wisdom, a communi-
ty for Seniors (LWCS)  will unveil 
a design concept (visual presen-
tation) on March 8, 2:30-4:30pm 
at the Cloud Station.  LWCS is 
applying for a county sales tax 
grant for detailed planning to im-
plement this “work in progress.”  
After the presentation, LWCS 
board members will answer ques-
tions about the design concept 
and grant application.

Who is the 17th Karmapa?
The Heart is Noble, a new 

book by the 17th Karmapa, will 
be the subject of a discussion 
group hosted by Friends of Kar-
mapa. Friends of Karmapa is the 
group that maintains the Tashi 
Gomang Stupa and retreat cabins 
at the end of the mountain be-
yond Shumei. With his upcoming 
US tour, this will be a timely ex-
ploration of his views on environ-
ment, food justice, consumerism, 
gender,  sustainable compassion, 
and more.

These are open book discus-
sions, so everyone is welcome who 
reads the book (Buddhists, non-
Buddhists, beginners and the just 
plain curious).

The discussions will be on 
three Tuesdays, 6:30-8pm, be-
ginning March 31, at 97 Skyview 
Way. For more information, call 
256-4141 or 360-370-7770.  Re-
freshments and conversation to 
follow book discussion. Books 
available for loan at the library 
and for sale at Amazon.

Beatris Burgoin, Tori Sterling, Teanna Grote, and Katie Getchell gave performances every 
1/2 hour throughout the evening at the Yak & Cracker Cafe for the dining patrons on 
Valentine’s Day.              photo by Lori Nagel

Valentine’s Day elementary school dance at the Community Building.                
photo by Lori Nagel

Cathy Amenta, Dara Blumenhein, Gayatri 
Devi and Big Tom stop dancing long 
enough to strike a pose at Cathy’s “48 is 
GREAT!” birthday party at Cloud Station. 
       photo by Lori Nagel

Attend our meeting Wednesday,  March 11 at 7pm, at the Topping house, 33 Sunset Overlook 
(first left behind former Century 21 office).  Call 256.4247 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
          

I f  grass can grow through cement
Love can find you anywhere!

CEOLP REGISTRATION PARTY
Saturday March 14 10am-1pm

At the Cafe space next to Crestone Realty office on Galena

w w w.crestone - end- of-l ife.org   •  719.588.7415  •  ceolp.info@gmail.com 

Rolfing® Structural Integration 
Spontaneous Yoga

Ashley Quinn. Certified Rolfer™, RN
Alignwithashley@Gmail.Com  

215.589.0864

Hands with HeartHands with Heart

970.290.7710 
AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom.blogspot.com

Anna Louise Stewart • CMT, CCT

• Chi Nei Tsang: Abdominal Unwinding 
• Colon Hydro Therapy  
• Therapeutic Bodywork
• Aromatherapy

Providing Heart-Centered Care in Crestone for over 10 years!

http://www.crestone-end-of-life.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
mailto:Alignwithashley@Gmail.Com
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
On a bitterly cold morning as 

Michele Frazier Baldwin’s crema-
tion was winding down, warmth 
still radiating from the pyre, Anna 
Louise Stewart noticed a friend of 
Michele’s young daughter shiver-
ing with cold. Gently, Anna Louise 
addressed the girl and other family 
members and friends in the circle 
at the community cremation site. 
“It’s okay to step close to the pyre 
to get warm,” she said. As if on 
cue, everyone moved closer, form-
ing an intimate circle around the 
pyre. Michele’s mother pulled an 
iPod from her pocket. The Beatles’ 
Michelle began to play, and soon 
all those gathered were softly sing-
ing along with the familiar words, 
Michelle, ma belle . . .  “It was such 
a tender moment, and such a love-
ly expression of how this all takes 
on a life of its own. No one could 
have planned for it,” Anna Louise 
remembers.

Just as every life is different, 
so is every end of life. And just as 
life takes unexpected turns, volun-
teers with the Crestone End of Life 
Project (CEOLP) have learned that 
serving the community through fa-

cilitating home funerals and open-
air cremations means carefully fol-
lowing well-established protocols 
while also allowing for the “flow of 
grace,” as CEOLP member Anna 
Louise puts it. That can involve an-
ything from inclement weather and 
family members’ fears to the belov-
ed horse of the deceased joining the 
procession into the cremation site. 
“Each death seems to reflect the 
personality of the person who died, 
so no matter how much framework 
we put down, each one is different, 
and there’s total beauty in that,” 
Anna Louise reflects.

Founded in 2007 by Stephanie 
Gaines and authorized by county 
and state authorities, CEOLP fa-
cilitates open-air cremations for 
Crestone/Moffat area residents 
(whether property owners or not) 
who are registered with the organi-
zation at the time of death. CEOLP 
also provides assistance with all 
aspects of home funerals, includ-
ing care and transport of the body, 
repose at home for up to 72 hours, 
help with paperwork, and aid in 
planning memorial ceremonies. 

CEOLP supports other end-of-life 
choices as well, including green 
burial (no embalming, caskets or 
concrete vaults) at the Crestone 
town cemetery, and transport to a 
mortuary for a traditional burial or 
cremation.

Registration required
But the first and crucial step—

ideally well before illness or old 
age—is to become registered. “I see 
people at the post office all the time 
who say, Oh! I need to send my pa-
perwork in!” says CEOLP registrar 
Lorraine Cazier, currently serving 
in the role held for many years by 
longtime CEOLP member Rainbow 
Adler. Registration is a relatively 
simple process that includes docu-
menting vital statistics required to 
complete a death certificate. A com-
munity registration party is set for 
March 14. (See sidebar). CEOLP 
volunteers also can assist with reg-
istration at any time.

When someone dies without 
completing registration, family 
members and friends can find frus-
tration and disappointment added 
to their grief. Stephanie recalls 
receiving a half-dozen calls within 
two months this winter from resi-

dents requesting CEOLP’s ser-
vices for loved ones who were not 
registered. In one case the caller 
mistakenly believed the deceased’s 
close friends could fill out the pa-
perwork after the person’s passing. 
In fact, it must be completed and 
notarized before death. Making ex-
ceptions could jeopardize CEOLP’s 
legal standing and ability to pro-
vide services for all current and fu-
ture registrants.

Serving with heart
For those who are registered, 

one of the vital roles performed by 
CEOLP volunteers is family liai-
son. Often taken on by a CEOLP 
member close to the family, the 
liaison makes sure loved ones are 
aware of disposition options and 
all of CEOLP’s services. The liai-
son remains available throughout 
the process to assist and advocate 
for the wishes of the deceased and 
family. Fulfilling this role requires 
“openness and sensitivity, active 
listening and having a gentle, in-
formed ability to guide,” observes 
Michael Onewing, who has vol-
unteered in almost every capacity 

with CEOLP. What’s rewarding, 
she says, is “to support people with 
love and care in a really powerfully 
sad time in their lives.”

Volunteers guiding the family 
through a home funeral and care 
of the body reflect similar qualities 
and describe equally meaningful 
experiences. As the body is pre-
pared for resting in state, those of-
fering assistance find themselves in 
an intimate, sacred space in which 
loved ones may be experiencing an 
intense mixture of grief, sometimes 
shock, and fear of the unknown. 
In many cases CEOLP volunteers 
knew the deceased, adding a layer 
of personal emotional complexity 
and challenge. Anna Louise, Mi-
chael, Malina Feder, Julia Voss and 
Avadhan Larson are among volun-
teers experienced in guiding fami-
lies in care of the body. “We’re invit-
ed to step into a very private space 
at a really difficult time in people’s 
life,” Anna Louise says. “It’s satis-
fying to hold the space and see the 
grace of it, to know they feel sup-
ported and helped.”

Each role is essential
During the three or four days 

between death and cremation and 
on the morning of the event, other 
volunteer teams carry out such 
tasks as site management, parking, 
and serving as site hosts—guid-
ing guests during the procession 
and acting as master of ceremony. 
Among longtime volunteers who 
have taken on these roles are Jean-
nie Krogh, Wayne Halstrom, Tessa 
Bielecki, Lynda Kucin, Bob Adler, 
Allison Wonderland, Matthew 
Crowley, Noah Baen and the late 
Robin Ross.

The most physically demand-
ing CEOLP role is that of preparing 
and tending the cremation fire. It’s 
a procedure that has been steadily 
refined over the years. As Annette 
Standing puts it, “failure is not an 
option.” Annette was fire master 
Paul Kloppenburg’s first appren-
tice, followed by McGregor Gaines. 
Being responsible for the fire is a 
powerful reminder that as humans 
“we are part of the natural world,” 
Annette says. “This is where heav-
en meets earth. You’re passing the 
person on and this is our final gift, 
so we want to give 110%.” 

Working together
Coordinating and overseeing 

all CEOLP teams is a facilitator, 
who serves as point person from 
the moment the organization re-
ceives notification of a registrant’s 
passing. This high-pressure task 
includes contacting CEOLP team 

leaders, handling legal paperwork, 
and communicating with County 
Coroner Tom Perrin, other county 
or state officials, team leaders, 
family members, and sometimes 
an attending physician. “It’s like 
being a choreographer—there are 
all these people you have to bring 
on board and make sure they’re on 
task,” notes Marta Shoman.

Marta served as facilitator for 
the first time last fall when other 
volunteers were unavailable. It was 
a sudden and unexpected task, but 
with a background that includes 
administrative management, she 
says, “I felt like I was in my groove.” 
Marta was aided by the experience 
of team leaders and CEOLP’s high-
ly detailed 43-page manual, organ-
ized and edited by Kathleen Haas. 
Equally critical is an ability to work 
through unforeseen wrinkles, in 
this case as a result of the death oc-
curring in another county. 

Anna Louise, describing the 
combination of flexibility, teamwork 
and deep respect essential in every 
aspect of CEOLP’s service, remarks, 
“There’s so much discomfort around 
death. But our work is really about 
listening, being gentle and kind and 
open. It’s something we all have; it’s 
about awakening to something we 
inherently know.”

CEOLP registration 
party March 14

The Crestone End of Life 
Project will host a public regis-
tration party Saturday, March 14 
from 10 am to 1 pm at the former 
Painted Skye/Farm Table restau-
rant. CEOLP members will be 
on hand to provide information, 
assistance in filling out registra-
tion documents and guidance 
with advance directives, along 
with tea and snacks. “We’re here 
to support people’s end-of-life 
choices in whatever way we can,” 
says CEOLP founder and direc-
tor Stephanie Gaines. A notary 
public ($10 for two pages) and 
copy machine will be available, 
allowing the process to be fin-
ished on site. Forms may also be 
taken home to complete. A $10 
suggested donation is requested 
for registration. CEOLP cannot 
facilitate an open-air cremation 
without completed, notarized 
registration documents on file. 
For more information call 937-
7802 or 221-1301, email ceolp.
info@gmail.com or visit crestone-
end-of-life.org.

What it takes: Challenges & 
rewards of volunteering with 
the Crestone End of Life Project

Friends and family of Robin Ross gathered Feb. 7, 2015 for her cremation.
                     photo by Taylor McIntosh

Crestone End of Life project volunteers: (front) Rainbow Adler, Michael Onewing, Stepha-
nie Gaines, Bob Adler; (back) Anna Louise Stewart.                            photo by Mark Talbot 
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HRRMC Foundation receives Women’s 
Wellness Connection Grant

Heart of the Rockies Regional 
Medical Center Foundation has re-
ceived a $76,527 Women’s Wellness 
Targeted Outreach Grant.

HRRMC will provide out-
reach and recruitment services for 
breast and cervical cancer screen-
ings, education and awareness to 
women ages 40-64 who are un-
insured or underinsured, legally 
present in the United States, live 
within Chaffee, Park, Lake, Sa-
guache and Fremont counties and 
have a household income between 
139-250% of the federal poverty 
level.

“We are very grateful for the 
support from the Women’s Well-
ness Connection and their partner-
ship with us,” said Kimla Robin-
son, HRRMC Foundation director. 
“The grant has allowed us to hire a 
community health worker, Brenda 
Gentile, who will spearhead the 
efforts of enrolling eligible women 
for free cancer screenings. Preven-
tive screenings are very impor-
tant. Your best way to fi nd cancer 
early and increase the chances of a 
cure is to get screened.”

The HRRMC Foundation pro-
vides the hospital with fi nancial 

support to facilitate innovative 
programs and provide state-of-
the-art health care services to the 
Salida Hospital District. For more 
information about the Foundation’s 
initiatives, call Kimla Robinson at 
719-530-2218.

Three Cigs, A fi lm by Crestone’s Liam Hall
by William Howell
I’ve been to fi lm festivals 

which often present a small num-
ber of full-length fi lms and a 
bunch of short offerings, fun and 
energetic and off-the-wall takes 
on life that play a role not unlike 
a lesser-known band opening for 
a name act, or the cartoons that 
used to be shown before the main 
feature at the local movie theat-
er. Short fi lms are hors d’oeuvres 
served before a main course.

One foreseeable trouble with 
Three Cigs is that cinema goers 
may remember this short piece 
longer and better than whatever 
full-length feature might follow, 
with each of its eight minutes 
building on its predecessor, so 
what unfolds goes from interest-
ing to engaging to striking to riv-
eting to earth-shaking.

It is as fi ne as any short sto-
ry: clean, well bounded, simple in 
its own way, a demonstration of ar-
tistic chance-taking and restraint, 
shot and scripted with alive pru-
dence that achieves something 
deceptively small and deceivingly 
large. The action is clear yet pro-
gresses exponentially, with noth-
ing left out, nothing extraneous, 
and everything necessary to carry 
the theme of power shifting from 
one teen male to another.

In just a few clear-cut scenes, 
this “little” fi lm turns out to be a 
canvas for revolution, which his-
torically reverberates with subti-

tles allowing English-speakers to 
look in on an afternoon in a park 
in Prague. The action forms in-
nocently enough around three 
cigarettes and a lighter, with the 
context of their being smoked de-
fi ning the character of two youths, 
one a bit stocky and handsomely 
confi dent, while the other seems 
younger, pale and frailer with 
glasses, perhaps a budding intel-
lectual. The casting is perfect.

From the fi rst moment, the 
sound of a metal lighter being 
fl icked open as we watch its owner 
light a fallen leaf, the action qui-
etly builds to its life-and-death cli-
max, which but hints at the wheel 
of denouement.

The fi lm is a success before 
its last terrifi c touch, already a 
piece of cinema worthy of the gen-
re, hitting the mark that propels 
people go to theaters and watch 
images on a blank screen. Yes, it 
is already a piece of art before the 
poetic fl ick of a right hand that 
propels the controlling image into 
the trash.

Three Cigs is the effort of 
three American fi lm majors on a 
semester at Europe’s premiere fi lm 
school. Their talents gelled and 
together they made magic with 
this noir short that transcends 
its length and sub-genre. Their 
efforts deserve the attentions of 
many a fi lm festival, for here is a 
rare treat, a deft piece of fi lm mak-
ing that delivers something rare.

Call Anna Louise
9 7 0 . 2 9 0 . 7 7 1 0

annalouise55@gmail.com

LivingVortexWater.com

• Ionized  • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!

 $199.00 (+tax)
L i v i ngVo r t exWa te r. c om

Water from the 
Heart Heart 
Water from the 

Heart 
Water from the 

ofof Nature Nature
Water from the 

 Nature
Water from the 

of Natureofof Natureof

Marta C. Shoman, M.A. , C.N.A.
Providing Support and Assistance with Geriatric and Home-based Care 

Contact: Mobile: 719-937-1292   Email: martashoman@gmail.com

CNA - Certified Nursing Assistant. Colorado DORA # 743047
www.martashoman.com 

• ongoing care monitoring • aging-in-place • care team coordination

~ Master’s Degree in Contemplative Psychotherapy ~

mailto:annalouise55@gmail.com
http://www.martashoman.com
mailto:martashoman@gmail.com
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Gussie Fauntleroy
There was a single moment, 

after years as an actor for stage, 
television and film, when Bill Rob-
erts saw something in a director’s 
eyes that he never expected to see, 
and which has stayed with him ever 
since. It was 2002 on the set of the 
television series Robbery Homicide 
Division, in which Bill (under his 
stage name, 
W i l l i a m 
C o n v e r s e -
Roberts) had 
a guest ap-
p e a r a n c e 
as an L.A. 
lawyer cam-
paigning for 
attorney gen-
eral. At one 
point direc-
tor Paul Mi-
chael Glaser, 
best known 
as an actor 
for playing 
Starsky in 
the 1970s TV 
series Star-
sky & Hutch, 
looked over 
at Bill, who 
was off-cam-
era and limp-
ing. “What’s 
the deal with 
your leg?” 
Glaser asked. 

Bill had tried to conceal his 
symptoms for several years follow-
ing a 1994 diagnosis of multiple 
sclerosis, but he knew this series 
would be his last professional act-
ing gig. The endless hours, heat, 
stress and hard work were taking 
too much of a toll. Bill explained all 
this to Glaser, who sat quietly, tak-
ing it in. “He looked at me for about 
15 straight seconds,” Bill remem-
bers, “and then he said, ‘So how 
are you doing?’ It was the first time 
since the diagnosis that a director 
had looked at me as a human be-
ing, and not as a problem.” 

It was fitting that Bill’s final 
job before retiring was with a direc-
tor unafraid to express his humani-
ty. Almost four decades earlier Bill’s 
search for his own creative voice—
and his desire to express human-
ness during a dark period in Ameri-
can history—was part of what drew 
him to acting in the first place.

A theatrical route to non-
conformity

Sitting in the kitchen of the 
Crestone home where he lives with 
his wife Kelly, the warm, thoughtful 
63-year-old former actor and direc-
tor recalls an ordinary boyhood in a 
large Catholic family near Boston. 
He was not particularly theatrical, 
although he was not afraid of pub-
lic speaking and was elected class 
vice-president in high school. Dur-
ing his first year at Fordham Uni-
versity in New York City, a friend 
asked if he wanted to act in a play. 
A door opened up. The first delight-
ful things Bill discovered about 
theater were that “the people are 
funny and the girls are fun.” 

More importantly, in the 
following years he began to see 
theater as a potential crack in 
the bleak, militaristic structure of 
American society at the time, with 
the Vietnam War continuing and 
Martin Luther King Jr. and Bobby 
Kennedy dead. He left Fordham, 
hitchhiked to California and back 
a couple of times, studied theater 

at the State 
University of 
New York at 
Stony Brook 
and attended 
Yale Dra-
ma School. 
Around him 
in New York, 
exper imen-
tal theater 
groups were 
e m e r g i n g . 
Hair was 
b r i n g i n g 
radical new 
energy to 
B r o a d w a y 
and anti-war 
plays were 
being pro-
duced. The 
young actor 
was read-
ing Kerouac 
and books 

on theater 
and feeling in-
spired to “ex-

plore the world in a different way.”
Shakespeare to Molly Dodd
Yale Drama School was high-

ly respected, and by two days af-
ter graduation, Bill had an agent. 
Within a week he was offered the 
part of Ryan in the soap opera, Ry-
an’s Hope. But with Shakespeare in 
his blood and sharing the theater 
world’s low regard for soaps at the 
time, he turned it down, instead 
accepting the lead in Romeo and 
Juliet on stage in Cincinnati, a per-
formance for which he earned stel-
lar reviews. For the next few years 
he worked in New York’s most 
prestigious Off-Broadway houses 
and in regional theaters including 
Tyrone Guthrie Theater in Minne-
apolis, Long Wharf Theater in New 
Haven, CT, American Repertory 
Theater, Baltimore Center Stage, 
Dallas Shakespeare Festival and 
American Conservatory Theater.

Among his early films he 
played the leading man in the 
trilogy 1918, On Valentine’s Day 
and Courtship by Pulitzer Prize-
winning playwright and screen-
writer Horton Foote, best known 
for penning To Kill a Mockingbird 
and Tender Mercies. From 1986 
to 1990 Bill enjoyed a continuing 
role in the television series The 
Days and Nights of Molly Dodd. 
In 1988 he earned an Obie Award 
for his performance in Public 
Theater New York’s Shakespeare 
Festival production of Love’s La-
bour’s Lost. “I thought I was hit-
ting the mark with this part. It’s 
fun when everyone agrees. It’s not 
like a Tony Award but it’s nice to 
have,” he says.

Before MS cut short Bill’s ca-
reer he acted in numerous other 
stage, film and television roles. 
His later films include Bandits, 
with Bruce Willis, Billy Bob Thorn-
ton and Cate Blanchett; Kiss the 
Girls, with Morgan Freeman; and 
Crazy in Alabama, directed by An-
tonio Banderas. With more than 
150 television episodes under his 
belt, he starred in supporting roles 
in such TV shows as Reasonable 
Doubts, Any Day Now and Danger-
ous Minds. He also put his hand to 
directing. The episode of The Days 
and Nights of Molly Dodd he di-
rected was nominated for an Award 
for Cable Excellence.

Riding the wave
Bill and Kelly moved to Cre-

stone in 2004, drawn by the pres-
ence of Tibetan Buddhist teacher 
Dizgar Kongtrul Rinpoche—the 
actor has been involved with Bud-
dhism since the early 1980s—and 
because Kelly’s father was liv-
ing here at the time. When their 
daughter Isabella was a Crestone 
Charter School student Bill served 
as president of the CCS Govern-
ing Council for four years. Over 
the years he has directed CCS high 
school students in several well-re-
ceived theater productions, includ-
ing A Midsummer Night’s Dream, 
Alice in Wonderland, Hamlet and 

most recently, A Christmas Carol 
in the form of a radio show. Com-
ing up this spring: Almost, Maine. 
He offers high praise for CCS high 
school teacher Karen Acker for her 
“tireless support of this work.” Bill 
also mentors local students in act-
ing using the Meisner technique, a 
demanding approach that empha-
sizes staying out of the head and 
being strongly present with an-
other actor, “so when you walk on 
stage you’re being and doing, not 
trying to make it look like you’re 
doing something,” he explains. 
“When you find an actor who wants 
to really be present with you on 
stage, you love it; it’s riding this 
wild truthfulness.”

Gussie welcomes ideas for this 
ongoing series on Crestone area res-
idents: gussie7@fairpoint.net.

Who We Are
Bill Roberts:
Riding the wave of wild truthfulness

Bill and his daughter, Isabella, 2004 in Crestone.

Bill  Don Buchwald Agency Head Shot

Bill on set of Horton Foote’s 1918 film.  
 

 Bill - @ 2013.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Haidakhandi Universal Ashram news
by Ramloti
February has been delightful 

with the warm weather and lots 
of visitors.  First we commemo-
rated Shri Babaji’s Mahasamadhi 
on February 14.  Next we had an 
energetic and inspirational Maha 
Shivaratri with all-night chant-
ing and a fire ceremony the next 
day.  It is always amazing how 
easy it is to stay up all night when 
there are so many people singing, 
dancing, and playing music to the 
Divine together. 

The big celebration for 
March is Spring Navratri, the 
Divine Mother Festival from Sat-
urday, March 21 through Sunday, 
March 29.  This year it spans two 
weekends, so there will be lots 
of sumptuous Indian feasts after 
each weekend 
day’s fire cer-
emony (daily at 
10am and dis-
course at 11am). 
Each day of the 
nine Navratri 
days begin at 
6:15am with 
paduka puja 
and goes right 
through lunch 
with chanting, 
pujas, fire cer-
emonies, and 
discourses.  You 
are welcome to 
come for all or 
any part of it.  
We will have 
our Honoring 
Children Day on 
the final day of 
Navratri, Sun-
day, March 29, following the 10am 
fire ceremony.  If you have chil-
dren under 10 years that would 
like to receive gifts, give us a call 
at 719-256-4108 and let us know 
their ages and if they are boys 
or girls, so that we have enough 
gifts. 

We have also have the begin-
nings of the Ashram 7th Annual 
on-line Auction Fundraiser at 
www.biddingforgood.com/babaji-
ashram. It will run from Friday, 
April 24 through Sunday, May 
3.  We already have over 80 great 
items with more to come.  If you 
have something or a service you 
would like to donate, please let 
us know at 719-256-4108.  Eve-

ryone’s help has made this a big 
success over the years.  

Our full-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Thursday, March 
5 and the new-moon fire ceremony 
is on Friday, March 20 (this will 
be done in the small havan kund 
as it is the day before Navratri).  
The fire ceremonies begin at 10am 
and are followed by a meal.  Morn-
ing aarati is at 7am and evening 
aarati is at 6pm.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop 
is having a special sale to honor 
Navratri with all gently used 
suits, saris, and blouses 50% off.  
The Shop is open every day from 
10am until 5pm. We invite you to 
come in and if you mention that 
you are an Eagle reader, we will 
happily give you a 10% discount 

on your non-sale purchases.  We 
deeply appreciate your support. 
You may view some of what is in 
our shop on our website at http://
mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.

For more information about 
the Ashram, please visit our web-
site at www.babajiashram.org 
where you will find a calendar of 
upcoming events, many stories by 
devotees, writings about Shri Ba-
baji and the Divine Mother, and 
the Ashram schedule. We also 
invite you to visit the Ashram at 
any time.  We love to share Shri 
Babaji’s and Mother’s home with 
others. Just drop by or give us a 
call at 719-256-4108.  

Sri Aurobindo 
Learning Center

Passing into the world of 
soul

“All there was soul or made of 
sheer soul-stuff;

A sky of soul covered a deep 
soul-ground.

All here was known by a spir-
itual sense:

Thought was not there but a 
knowledge near and one

Seized on all things by a 
moved identity . . .

“Immersed in voiceless inter-
natal trance

The beings that once wore 
forms on earth sat there

In shining chambers of spir-
itual sleep . . . 

They had returned into the 
world’s deep soul.

All now was gathered into 
pregnant rest . . . 

“The spirit wandering from 
state to state

Finds here the silence of its 
starting-point 

In the formless force and the 
still fixity

And brooding passion of the 
world of Soul.

Here was the fashioning 
chamber of the worlds . . . ”

 -Sri Aurobindo, Savitri 

Crestone has been in mourn-
ing this winter.  The Crestone End 
of Life Project and many caregivers 
have helped the families and the 
community with their generous en-
ergy and efforts. In sympathy and 
gratitude, we offer some words from 
Sri Aurobindo and the Mother: 

“The question of departure 
depends on the degree of develop-
ment, the conditions of death—and 
above all on the unification of the 
being and its attitude at the time of 
leaving the body . . . What the soul 
will do, where it will go—all de-
pends on what it has decided before 
leaving the body.  And this capacity 
to keep around itself the being that 
has been fully organized and uni-
fied in its physical life, will allow it 
a sure choice of what it wants to do.     

“And then, if its work has been 
done well and the parts of its being 
or its sheaths which it has left in 
their different domains have man-
aged as they should there, when it 
descends again, it will put on one 
after another all these parts which 
lived with it in a past life and with 
this wealth of knowledge and expe-
rience it will prepare to enter a new 
body . . .”  - The Mother.

The Mother, Sri Aurobindo’s 
“radiant collaborator”, was born in 
Paris on February 21, 1878. We gath-
ered at Savitri House for “Darshan”, 
chanting and films to celebrate her 
birth and great work for more than 
fifty-two years  in Pondicherry, India. 
Interested members of the communi-
ty are welcome to join us for potluck 
dinner, meditation and discussion at 
5pm Tuesday evenings.  Call 256-
4917 for information.

All are invited to Spring Navratri (Divine Mother Festival) at the 
ashram from Saturday, March 21 through Sunday, March 29.

The Mother, Sri Aurobindo’s “radiant col-
laborator.”

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Perfumes, silk scarves, wool shawls, 
jewelry, saris, incense, candles, tapes, 
books, purses, bronze murtis, stone 

statuary, & other great gift items too.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

New Hours: 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

Email: shop@BabajiAshram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

In honor of Spring 
Navratri all gently used 
suits, saris and blouses 

50% off

10% off for our 
Crestone Eagle readers
(except all sale items)

please mention it at checkout

http://www.biddingforgood.com/babaji-ashram.It
http://www.biddingforgood.com/babaji-ashram.It
http://www.biddingforgood.com/babaji-ashram.It
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com
http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:shop@BabajiAshram.org
http://www.BabajiAshram.org
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
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by Joyce Meyer
Grace: The great equalizer
If there’s one thing I’ve real-

ized in life, it’s that we can never 
ask God for too much grace. And 
we all need it—every day, for every-
thing we need to do in life. 

It’s so wonderful to realize 
that God’s amazing grace is avail-
able to everyone, no matter who 
you are or what you’ve done. God 
has good plans for every person. 
The key to this great life is living in 
God’s great grace. 

Grace is the great equalizer. 
It’s so important for us to under-
stand that God’s grace is available to 
every person on this Earth, in what-
ever capacity they need it. There is 
no one who is beyond God’s reach or 
His ability to save and restore their 
life. I know sometimes we can feel 
like we’ve done too much wrong and 
we need to earn God’s forgiveness 
and grace, but His grace is a gift—
we can’t earn or deserve it. And no 
one is such a “special case” that He 
cannot help them.

We look at others’ lives, and 
it may look like they have it all to-
gether. People want others to know 
how “good” they are, so many will 
pretend everything is okay in order 
to impress someone. But the out-
ward appearance doesn’t always 
tell the real story. We may see peo-
ple’s outward success, but can’t see 
the inner turmoil they’re experienc-
ing, or that they have no real peace 
or joy in life.

I believe this is a common 
problem for many people and the 
reason there is so much strife in 
the world today. Strife in our hearts 
causes us to compare ourselves with 
others and compete with them, try-
ing to make ourselves “better” than 
them. It makes people frustrated 
and confused, struggling with so 
many issues in their lives because 

they are try-
ing to fi gure 
e v e r y t h i n g 
out and solve their problems on 
their own.

But John 15:5 says that all we 
have to do is humble ourselves be-
fore God and ask Him to help us.

We have not because we ask 
not. James 4:1-3 explains in detail 
why so many people are frustrated, 
confused and living in strife. Verses 
2-3 say, “You want what you don’t 
have, so you scheme and kill to get 
it. You are jealous of what others 
have, but you can’t get it, so you 
fi ght and wage war to take it away 
from them. Yet you don’t have what 
you want because you don’t ask God 
for it. And even when you ask, you 
don’t get it because your motives 
are all wrong—you want only what 
will give you pleasure” (NLT).

We all have things on our 
“wish lists,” things we want or need 
or would just like to have. And 
when we see someone else with 
something we want, it can stir up 
some strong emotions. We can be-
come envious and begin to covet 
that thing. 

If you’re struggling to feel good 
about yourself or be what you think 
you need to be, I want to encourage 
you to stop trying and start asking 
God for grace. God made you who 
you are, and He knows what you 
need and what needs to change in 
your life. He wants you to enjoy 
your life while you’re in the process 
of becoming all He created you to 
be. 

God will give you grace for 
your case. That’s why I call Him the 
Great Equalizer. God’s grace has no 
limit, it won’t run out. It is avail-
able to any and all who will humble 
themselves and receive it. He is al-
ways ready and willing to help us—
each and every one. 

Crestone Music Festival news
T-shirt designs sought
The Crestone Music Festival is soliciting T-shirt designs from local 

artists. We will pay $200 for the winning design plus free admission to 
the festival and a write-up in the festival program.  The design should 
include somewhere our distinctive molar mountain and say Crestone 
Music Festival and 17th Annual. Please contact us at 719-256-4533 to 
discuss your ideas or mail what you got to P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO 81131. 
You can also drop by the offi ce at 120 W. Silver Ave., Suite 104, which is 
the old Secret Garden location. 

Taking applications for local acts
The 17th Annual Crestone Music Festival is accepting applications 

from local performing artists to perform at this year’s festival August 
7-9. Local means that half the act lives in or has a house in Saguache 
County. Applications are available at local stores and online at crestfest.
org. We are interested in any performing art including music, dance, 
drama and comedy. Locals get paid $25 each with a maximum of $100 
per act. They also get in free on their day of performance. The applica-
tion is mandatory and should be postmarked by May 10. You can also 
drop it off at our offi ce at 120 W. Silver Ave., Suite 104, which is the old 
Secret Garden location. Applications can be mailed to P.O. Box 6, Cre-
stone CO 81131 or call 719-256-4533 for more information.

Be a vendor!
The 17th Annual Crestone Music Festival is accepting applications 

from local vendors for this year’s festival August 7-9. Categories include 
food, arts and crafts, healing, merchandise or ???.  Applications are 
available at local businesses and on-line at crestfest.org. The application 
is mandatory and should be postmarked by May 10. You can also drop it 
off at our offi ce at 120 W. Silver Ave., Suite 104, which is the old Secret 
Garden location. Applications can be mailed to P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO 
81131 or call 719-256-4533 for more information.

Moving Up Higher
Enjoying everyday life

Sunday Services                                         
Bible Study Thursdays                          
Prayer Services Mon & Fri                       
Food Bank Tuesdays
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday
Shabbat Celebration every 1st Friday

Joyce Meyer Article
Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way
3:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm

8:00 am
6:00 pm

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Burt Wadman, Architect

The Northern Saguache County 
Library District selected local archi-
tect Burt Wadman to work on the pre-
liminary design for a new library. He 
came up with an innovative and effi-
cient design which he describes here. 

1) How big will the library 
be and what will it include?

The new library is designed to 
be a community hub and a portal to 
knowledge. It will be 5,200 square 
feet, which is in the middle range for 
newer libraries in rural parts of the 
state. For example, Naturita (pop. 
600) built a 4,400 square foot library 
and Mancos (pop.1350) built a 7,000 
square foot facility.

The principle spaces are ar-
ranged around a high-ceilinged cen-
tral area. A key space is the Children’s 
Library, which connects to the Gath-
ering Space and also shares the Out-
door Amphitheatre. There will be cozy 
spaces, a story time place, and inter-
active play areas. The Teen Space will 
emphasize working together on pro-
jects and explorations. The non-fiction 
area will be quieter, and will include 
an intimate fireside reading area.

A Community Room was the 
single strongest “want” in the sur-
vey conducted. This space will allow 
for a variety of programs, including 
collaborative projects. The room can 
accommodate 35 people “theatre-
style.” Lastly, there will be five desk-
top computers located throughout 

the building, as well as tablets and 
laptops that can be checked out for 
use in the library. 

2) How much will it cost to 
build and maintain?

The estimated construction 
cost is $1,248,000 (or $240/sq ft) 
compared to Naturita ($1.2 million 
or $225 per square foot), and Neder-
land (1.3 million or $300 per square 
foot). Additional costs will include 
furnishings and equipment (around 
$400,000), the cost of the capital 
campaign and hiring a professional 
to run it. The district is realistically 
assuming this will be a two-million-
dollar project. 

The library is designed for a 
minimum staff requirement of one. 
The circulation desk has line-of-sight 
access to all areas, as does the staff 
work area. To further minimize op-
erating costs, the building adheres to 
the fundamentals of passive design 
that have long characterized the Cre-
stone-Baca community. For power, 
the grid-connected solar system is ex-
pected to achieve near self-sufficiency. 

3) Did you consider reno-
vating an existing structure?

Initially we pictured the new 

library being located in an existing 
downtown building. However, it be-
came evident that our space needs 
could not be met, the cost of retrofit-
ting to commercial standards was too 
high, and the compromise to func-
tionality too great. The site we chose 
on the southern edge of Crestone 
provides great exposure for passive 
solar and offers ample parking, both 
of which would have been difficult to 
obtain downtown. 

4) How is this design a fit 
for Crestone?

The library design draws on 
the structural inspiration of the hon-
eycomb, and uses local materials—
log and conglomerate stone—to craft 
a timber structure that creates visu-
ally rich interior spaces. Each exte-
rior façade of the building responds 
to the sun and seasons. Framed by 
the mountains behind, it presents 
a silhouette of peaks. Lastly, the 
construction itself is designed to be 
within the skills range of builders in 
the community. The library will be a 
signature building in Crestone, but it 
will require a broad community com-
mitment and a lot of hard work to 
make it a reality.

Some key players in Crestone’s new library

Peter Anderson, Chair of Northern 
Saguache County Library District

Peter Anderson lives in Crestone 
and is the Chair of the Northern Sa-
guache County Library District.

Can you tell us about  the 
campaign for a new library?

We are in the early stages of 
launching  the capital campaign for 
a new library in Crestone. 

The information we have 
gleaned from community sources, 
a feasibility study, and advice from 
professional fundraisers convinced 
the board that if we could raise 25% 
of the cost of the new library in our 
community, we could raise the rest in 

the form of grants and awards from 
foundations, government, and other 
outside sources. $400,000-$500,000 
is a lot to generate in a small town 
like ours, but other rural communi-
ties have gotten it done and we can 
too. A new library/learning center/
community hub would be a great 
return on the number of dollars we 
would actually spend as a communi-
ty and one that would serve us well 
into the future.

As far as our immediate plans 
are concerned, we are currently form-
ing a steering committee for the new 

library which will help us with the 
capital campaign. As soon as district 
has the funds, we will hire a profes-
sional to head up that campaign.   

If someone wants to help 
what can they do? 

It goes without saying that we 
need financial support. Donations, 
which are tax deductible, can be 
sent to Sarah Koehn Frey, Director, 
Northern Saguache County Library 
District, PO Box 448, Saguache, CO 
81149. She can also be reached at 
655-2551.  To volunteer or help with 
the capital campaign, contact Peter 
Anderson at 256-4813 or email: pil-
grimage@fairpoint.net. 

Sarah Koehn Frey, Director of Northern 
Saguache County Library District

Sarah Koehn Frey is the direc-
tor of the Northern Saguache Coun-
ty Library District which oversees 
library operations in Saguache and 
Crestone/Baca.

Q: How did the district 
determine a new library was 
needed?

With over 900 active users 
in a community of 1,300, and with 
only 1,500 square feet of usable 

space, the library is bursting at the 
seams. Despite these limitations, 
the library serves an average of 61 
patrons per day. In 2013, when we 
sent out a survey to see if Crestone/
Baca residents wanted an improved 
facility, they overwhelmingly sup-
ported a new library in the town of 
Crestone.  

Q: What would a new li-
brary offer that the current one 
doesn’t?

The new library will offer us 
space for the features that architect 
Burt Wadman has described, as well 
as a great amount of flexibility. No 
one knows what libraries will look 
like in the future, so an open design 
is the single smartest design deci-
sion for a changing institution. It 
will also  be more centrally located 
for most Crestone/Baca residents.

Q: The district has been 
working hard on this project for 
several years now. What were 
some of the turning points?

Since the survey results in 
2013, the Library District has been 
busy: we issued an RFP for an ar-

chitect (and hired Burt Wadman) to 
oversee the visioning-site selection-
design phase, which included hold-
ing two workshops to gather com-
munity input. We then went through 
an extensive site-selection process; 
conducted a Fundraising Feasibil-
ity Study; and completed the Condi-
tional Use Permit process with both 
the Crestone Planning Commission 
and the Town of Crestone.

4) Do you think the costs 
for maintaining this new li-
brary will increase and if so how 
would the district pay for it?

We obviously can’t predict 
the future, but the NSCLD and 
Burt Wadman have considered this 
question throughout the process in 

order to minimize costs. Burt has 
designed an incredibly energy-ef-
ficient building. Line-of-sight from 
the main desk will make it possible 
for one person at a time to manage 
the library, which is not usually an 
option in our current facility. Vol-
unteers also make it easier for our 
staff to do their jobs efficiently and 
effectively. We love our volunteers 
and hope to have even more at the 
new facility. Lastly, the new library 
will have some small sources of 
revenue with the added gathering 
space. Most libraries around the 
state charge a small fee for non-li-
brary usage of meeting rooms. This 
small fee would cover additional 
custodial costs.

Burt Wadman  

Peter Anderson

Sarah Koehn Frey

WINTER SPA SPECIAL!!! 
SPECIAL #1 – 1 HOUR HOT STONE -  $99

SPECIAL #2 - 90 MINUTE CRYSTAL FACIAL - $125
SPECIAL #3 – JOYFUL SCRUB & SCALP MASSAGE - $110

ESTHETICIAN SPECIAL – 60 MINUTE DEEP CLEANSE FACIAL - $75 includes day soaking pass  
(this special for  1st time facial customers only; Friday & Saturday appointments)

mailto:pil-grimage@fairpoint.net
mailto:pil-grimage@fairpoint.net
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Moffat School holds 
topping out ceremony

The new Moffat PK-12 
School is about 4 to 5 months 
from completion, but that didn’t 
stop supporters from celebrating 
the future with a topping-out cer-
emony this week.

Several community mem-
bers joined school administra-
tors, teachers, students, parents, 
Board of Education members and 
construction workers Tuesday 
afternoon to see a signed beam 
lifted into place.

The afternoon began with 
a question and answer ses-
sion where the team from DSI/
Haselden answered questions 
from the audience.  After that the 
team took those in attendance on 
a tour of the new school. Moffat 
students were able to take a clos-
er look at where their classrooms 
would be.  

After the completion of the 
final beam, the middle school stu-
dents presented a batch of home-

made cookies 
that were to 
be given to the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
workers as a 
thank you for 
all of their hard 
work. 

To keep 
up with the 
progress of the 
school construc-
tion, please 
visit our school 
website, www.
moffatschools.
org.

Moffat Key Club prime rib dinner
The Moffat Key Club is hav-

ing a prime rib dinner as a fund-
raiser for their club on March 14 at 
5:30pm in the Moffat School Caf-
eteria. Dinner will include prime 
rib, potato, salad, vegetable, dinner 
roll, and dessert. Early bird tickets 
are $11 Adults and $7 Children. All 
tickets will be $12 at the door. You 
may purchase tickets in advance 
from any of the Key Club members: 
Renee Freel, Sierra Swartz, Joede-
elee Rigdon, Paige Caffery, Elaine 

Wellman-Flick, or by calling Patte 
Smith (Key Club Sponsor) at 256-
4712 ext. 20.

The Key Club is the High 
School level of Kiwanis Club. The 
proceeds that are earned from our 
fundraisers are divided between 
charities and used to send club 
members to leadership, district, 
and international conferences.

Thank you for your help and 
support in making this a great 
event.

Moffat School News is 
sponsored by

Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Monte Vista
852-5991

Trust & Strength Since 1899

Students, parents, staff and board of 
education members watch as the fi nal 
beam is laid into place on the new Moffat 
PK-12 building February 17. 

Whatever It Takes.

www.slvrec.com  719-852-3538

The future’s so bright we gotta squint! Varsity Knowledge Bowl team members set their 
sights on State. From left to right: Joedeelee Rigdon, Jacob Smith, William Higgen-
botham, Taru Gouldberg, and Nicholas Meisman. Not pictured is Varsity Captain Jam 
Young Dorji. 

Students gather for the lifting of the topping out beam.

Knowledge Bowl to compete at State
The Moffat School District Knowl-

edge Bowl team comprised of both Cre-
stone Charter and Moffat high school 
students scored a sweet victory on Tues-
day, February 3rd by taking First Place, 
Small Schools in the San Luis Valley 
Regional Knowledge Bowl Competition. 

The students absolutely proved 
their mettle in a nail-biting, challeng-
ing day that tested their knowledge, 
teamwork, and the ability to keep cool 
under pressure. After scoring well dur-
ing the morning written round they 
held their own the against the toughest 
teams that advanced to the top table on 
center stage in Carson Auditorium. 

The “mental game” of our team 
was put to the test with the absence 
of team captain and top player, Jam 
Young Dorji, who was home recuperat-
ing from an illness. With a hunger to 
retain the top berth they have earned 

during past events, the team attacked 
each round to achieve their goal of 
making it to State. 

The Charter/Moffat team has 
proven throughout the year that 
small, rural schools can hold their own 
against not only 1A schools but 2A and 
3A schools as well.  The entire team 
will attend the state level competition 
on April 15 through the 17th on the 
Colorado College campus in Colorado 
Springs. If you would like to assist with 
the costs of sending the kids to State, 
your contributions would be greatly ap-
preciated by donating to Moffat School 
District Knowledge Bowl. 

The State team will also be bring-
ing along their Junior Varsity team 
which has had a winning season as well. 
Students on our JV include: Marlon 
Jacobi (Captain), Kristian Tran-Har-
rell, Sierra Swartz and Chloe Hadden.

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.moffatschools
http://www.moffatschools
http://www.slvrec.com
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
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Field-based learning at 
Crestone Charter School

by Michael Hayes
In a short time, students of 

all ages will depart on their spring 
trips.  LINK students are headed 
to Europe, Middle School students 
are headed to Washington DC, and 
our younger students are headed 
on regional overnight trips to Den-
ver or Mesa Verde.  Throughout the 
winter months we support a ski and 
snowboard program mentored by 
students, teachers, and volunteers.  
Our school regularly takes shorter 
local excursions to locations in Cre-
stone and throughout the San Luis 
Valley.  Just this year, students have 
taken a train ride, taken seasonal 
snapshots at a local stream, visited 
assisted living homes, picked apples 
at our community garden, and built 
snow shelters.  

Our fi eld-based learning pro-
gram is unprecedented in public 
schools in its depth and breadth 
and is an integral piece of our work 
with students at CCS.  Our work 
fulfi lls our mission statement to 
provide a stimulating experiential 
program that nurtures each stu-
dent’s sense of wonder.  We place 
great importance and resources to-
wards getting our students out in 
the world to engage skillfully and 
to inspire healthy responsibility to 
community and the environment.    

The full benefi ts of our fi eld 
based program are diffi cult to 
quantify.  How do we measure the 
value of a program that does not 
fi t cleanly into current state and 
federal school performance frame-
works?  We can point to the impact 
of these experiences on individual 
students who experience them and 
to the many examples of student 
travel experiences that have led 
to a shift in the trajectory of their 
lives  

LINK teacher Karen Acker 
explains the value of LINK travel 
experiences: “You can read about 

geography, you can read about 
world current events, you can hear 
the words New York City, London, 
or Paris, but when you smell it, see 
it, touch it, and taste it, then you 
begin to understand what being a 
citizen of the world really means.”

Our ski and snowboard pro-
gram gives an opportunity for 
our older students to mentor our 
younger students.  Our direct ex-
perience shows that both students 
benefi t greatly from developing 
this relationship.  Research shows 
that these mentor-based teach-
ing and learning experiences are 
some of the most indelible to stu-
dents.  In addition, students who 
are challenged in more traditional 
academic settings can thrive in 
highly kinesthetic settings provid-
ing an opportunity to build self-
confi dence.  

Our well designed fi eld-based 
learning experiences are highly in-
tentional and only serve to enhance 
our academic program.  Our stu-
dents and teachers work diligently 
to integrate fi eld-based learning 
with work in the classroom. A trip 
to the Sand Dunes is integrated 
with science, reading, writing, and 
art for our second and third grade 
classroom.  Building snow shelters 
is integrated with physical science 
lessons about heat and temperature 
with our middle school students.  

Field-based learning is a 
strong element in the history of 
our school and one of the key focus 
areas of our current strategic plan 
for moving forward.  The program 
stands as a pillar of our practices 
in delivering our mission.  Moving 
forward, we will need to continue 
discussions of how to balance the 
needs of our students with the 
long-term sustainability of our pro-
grams, but our mission-driven phi-
losophy around the importance of 
the program is unlikely to shift.

Moffat Superintendent Kirk Banghart 
leads state-wide superintendents’ 
push for more money

by Krissy Russell-Hedstrom
Moffat Consolidated School 

District #2 Superintendent Kirk 
Banghart was the lead speaker 
at an early February press event 
to introduce the Superintendents’ 
Position Paper on Colorado School 
Finance. Superintendent Banghart 
laid out to the media the position 
paper that was signed by 174 out of 
178 Superintendents.

The position paper states that 
Colorado superintendents are ap-
preciative of the increased level 
of school funding refl ected in Gov-
ernor Hickenlooper’s Fiscal Year 
2015-16 State Budget Request. 
However, they believe there is an 
opportunity to make even greater 
investments in public school fund-
ing during the 2015 legislative 
session. To this end the superin-
tendents proposed that in addition 
to the funding outlined in the Gov-
ernor’s State Budget Request, the 
State provide: 

• $50 million to school dis-
tricts as a per-pupil allocation 
based on poverty levels as defi ned 
by the number of students eligi-
ble for either free or reduced-price 
school meals, and 

• $20 million as a per-pupil 
allocation to districts defi ned as 
“small rural” school districts by the 
Rural Education Council (2013). 

The superintendents further 
propose that decisions about the 
specifi c allocations and uses of the 
aforementioned funds, as well as 
funds included in the Governor’s 
State Budget Request, should be 
made by local boards of education 
and not be directed by policymakers 
at the state level. More specifi cally, 
the legislature should avoid requir-
ing expenditure of any of these 
funds toward specifi c programs, re-

forms, mandates or other earmarks. 
The superintendents hold that the 
short-term steps outlined above 
will provide some necessary relief 
for distressed Colorado schools; the 
more chronic problem of a structur-
ally fl awed system of fi nancing Col-
orado schools still exists. 

State superintendents also 
encourage, support and are ready 
to assist Colorado’s policymakers 
in the work of identifying solutions 
to the chronic funding dilemmas 
imposed by the myriad statutory 
and constitutional confl icts that 
currently exist in our state. In ab-
sence of this work and a resulting 
stable, reasonable and adequate 
funding of schools in Colorado, the 
superintendents feel that the state 
will continue to fall short of the 
excellent and globally competitive 
education system our students de-
serve. 

Superintendent Banghart 
said that it was a “great honor” 
to be chosen to lead off the press 
event.  “The event provided us an 
opportunity to get word out about 
what is needed for schools in Colo-
rado.”  Superintendent Banghart 
also stated that “The funds we are 
requesting are critical for the suc-
cess of our students at both Moffat 
PK-12 School and Crestone Char-
ter School.” 

Colorado superintendents will 
be working throughout the legisla-
tive session to enhance awareness 
and persuade the state legislators 
to follow the recommendations laid 
out in the position paper. Superin-
tendent Banghart encourages resi-
dents of the district to help by con-
tacting their representatives and 
letting them know that they need 
to support the superintendents’ po-
sition paper.

Moffat Superintendent Kirk Banghart speaks at a February press event to introduce the 
Superintendents’ Position Paper on Colorado school fi nance.

HOLISTIC LIFESTYLE COUNSELING
BODY, MIND, EMOTION, SPIRIT

Disease Prevention

Disease Intervention

Patient Advocacy

Polypharmacy Weaning

Targeted Labwork

Healthy Aging

Epigenetics

Nutrigenomics

Neurotransmitter Balancing

Hormone Balancing

JOHN R.M. DAY, M.D. 719.256.5898 WWW.HAELANLIFESTREAM.COM

A group of middle-schoolers at their Valentine’s Day dance at the Crestone Charter 
School.   L to R: Cailan Boone, Liam Off, Maori Baca, Holly Fuller, Lhasa Off.                  
              photo by Lori Nagel
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by David Nicholas
Obama asks for new war 

powers
A major change in war powers 

came on Wednesday, February 11, 
when President Obama announced 
that he would seek an authoriza-
tion from Congress for new war 
powers for three years. The Presi-
dent made the announcement with 
Vice President Joe Biden, Secre-
tary of State John Kerry and out-
going Secretary of Defense Chuck 
Hagel at his side in the Roosevelt 
Room of the White House. In his 
brief remarks the President said, “I 
do not believe America’s interests 
are served by endless war or by 
remaining on a perpetual war foot-
ing,” adding that “What it is saying 
is that Congress should revisit the 
issue at the beginning of the next 
president’s term.”

The short title of the joint res-
olution sought may be cited as the 
“Authorization for Use of Military 
Force against the Islamic State of 
Iraq and the Levant.”

The resolution the President 
will take to Congress has the follow-
ing conditions and are verbatim:  

a) The authority granted does 
not authorize the use of the United 
States Armed Forces in enduring of-
fensive ground combat operations.

b) This authorization for the 
use of military force shall termi-
nate three years after the date of 
the enactment of this joint resolu-
tion, unless reauthorized.

c) The President shall report 
to Congress at least once every six 
months on specific actions taken 
pursuant to this authorization.

d) The term ‘‘associated per-
sons or forces’’ means individuals 
and organizations fighting for, on 
behalf of, or alongside ISIL or any 
closely-related successor entity 
in hostilities against the United 
States or its coalition partners.

In his letter to Congress that 
accompanied the joint resolution 
the President stated, “The authori-
zation I propose would provide the 
flexibility to conduct ground com-
bat operations in other, more lim-
ited circumstances, such as rescue 
operations involving U.S. or coali-
tion personnel or the use of special 
operations forces to take military 
action against ISIL leadership.  It 
would also authorize the use of 
U.S. forces in situations where 
ground combat operations are not 
expected or intended, such as intel-
ligence collection and sharing, mis-
sions to enable kinetic strikes, or 
the provision of operational plan-
ning and other forms of advice and 
assistance to partner forces.”

If ap-
proved, the 
p r o p o s a l 
would be 
the first 
time Con-
gress has 
a u t h o r -
ized a president’s use of force since 
lawmakers voted in 2002 to permit 
President George W. Bush to invade 
Iraq. Mr Obama pulled troops out of 
Iraq in 2011 but has sent a limited 
number back as part of his cam-
paign against the Islamic State. His 
proposed legislation would repeal 
the 2002 authorization but leave in 
place separate legislation passed in 
2001 allowing force against Al Qae-
da and its affiliates.

As usual, Congress wasn’t im-
pressed. Speaker Boehner said so far 
he hadn’t seen a strategic plan. Well, 
of course the Speaker wouldn’t say 
anything else. Sober up, Mr. Speak-
er, you do have to be cognizant to un-
derstand what it all means. It really 
is above your pay grade. 

The 114th Congress: Part 1
The 114th Congress was 

meant to be a showcase for Repub-
lican governance, an example to 
show the President who was boss, 
that he just couldn’t go around and 
use his executive powers without 
consequences. At least, that was 
the intention.

With majorities in both the 
House of Representatives (433-188) 
and the Senate (54-44-2), this was 
meant to be a well-oiled machine, 
not the public in-fighting we have 
witness since Congress returned in 
January. 

The blame falls to the leaders 
of both the House and the Senate, 
House Speaker John Boehner (R-
OH) and Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell (R-KY), who don’t 
particularly like each other and 
only show unity under sufferance. 

Case in point is the budget 
fight over the Department of Home-
land Security (DHS). In the wis-
dom of the leadership this should 
not have been an item at all. It 
should have gone through with the 
rest of the 2014 budget in the last 
Congress. The reason it didn’t was 
that they were excoriated in fury 
by President Obama’s use of execu-
tive action on immigration.

Obama in December used his 
executive authority to allow up to 
five million illegal aliens to begin 
the process to allow them to stay 
and apply to work legally in the 
US. This first phase was due to be 
implemented on February 18, but 
that has been put on hold. Congres-
sional Republicans tried to derail 

the program through legislation 
and got state leaders try to block it 
in federal court. To this extent the 
GOP found a willing ear. 

At midnight on February 17, 
a Federal District Court judge in 
Brownsville, TX ordered a halt, 
at least temporarily, to President 
Obama’s executive actions on im-
migration, siding with Texas and 
25 other states that filed a lawsuit 
opposing the initiatives. 

In an order filed on Monday, 
the judge, Andrew S. Hanen, pro-
hibited the Obama administration 
from carrying out programs the 
President announced in November 
that would offer protection from 
deportation and work permits to as 
many as five million undocument-
ed immigrants. 

Judge Hanen, an outspoken 
critic of the administration on im-
migration policy, found that the 
states had satisfied the minimum 
legal requirements to bring their 
lawsuit. He said the Obama admin-
istration had failed to comply with 
basic administrative procedures for 
putting such a sweeping program 
into effect. 

Well, that’s his opinion. The 
administration will retaliate and 
find a Federal Circuit Court of Ap-
peal—probably the District of Co-
lumbia Circuit—that will overrule 
Judge Hanen. It’s how the game is 
played. 

Meanwhile GOP leaders are 
trying to halt the president’s plan 
through a funding bill for the De-
partment of Homeland Security, 
which runs out of money Feb. 27. 

The $40bn DHS bill passed by 
the House funds the department 
on everything except the Presi-
dent’s executive actions. Senate 
Democrats have said no to that and 
at time of writing they are filibus-
tering the bill and show no signs 
of relenting. To actually override 
the filibuster in the Senate and for 
the bill to pass it needs 60 votes, 
essentially requiring six votes ei-
ther Democrat or Independent and 
there it lies.

The Senate cannot pass the 
bill as is and the House will not 
relent and change the bill to get it 
passed. So what to do? Mr Boehner 
is threatening government shut-
down March 1 if the bill doesn’t 
pass through the Senate, and Sen-
ator McConnell, who knows what 
a disaster it would be should the 
government shut down, says let it 
pass with a version Democrats will 
sign on to (meaning to include the 
Obama executive actions). Sena-
tor McConnell believes he can deal 
with the President’s use of execu-
tive powers later as something that 
can be challenged in the courts. 

Contrary to the Speaker’s ef-
forts to blame this snafu on Demo-
crats, the public only sees Republi-
cans as being obstructionist to the 
President carrying out a policy that 
the majority of people support. Try 
as he might, the PR skills of Mr. 

Boehner border on the Neander-
thal when he’s sober and incompre-
hensible when he isn’t. So he isn’t 
winning the argument.

The 114th Congress: Part 2
The latest version of the bill 

to approve construction of the XL 
Pipeline passed the Congress. The 
House passed the bill on a 270-152 
vote, endorsing changes made by 
the Senate—passed on January 29 
with 62 votes to 36—that stated 
climate change was real and not 
a hoax, and oil sands should no 
longer be exempt from a tax used 
to clean up oil spills. What’s not to 
like? The President doesn’t agree, 
so veto. He just doesn’t think the 
Canadian-owned pipeline passing 
through remote parts of the US is 
worth the 50 permanent jobs it will 
provide, so Canadian oil can be ex-
ported to foreign lands. 

Some Republicans vow to 
fight on but many more member of 
Congress just want to move on to 
more important issues, like an all-
encompassing energy bill, a farm 
bill which is in the works and the 
other stuff of government. 

The 114th Congress: Part 
3—Netanyahu speaks

On March 3, Israeli Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu 
made the cardinal mistake of ad-
dressing both houses of the US 
Congress. He did this against the 
better judgement of his coalition 
partners and 62% of Israelis who 
think this was a bad idea, a really 
bad idea. 

Bibi wasn’t invited to address 
both houses of the Congress by the 
President, as is the normal proto-
col. House Speaker John Boehner 
(R-OH) decided to embarrass the 
White House and invite the Israeli 
Prime Minister to make a speech 
about terrorism in the Middle East 
and of course, Iran. It was set up by 
the Israeli Ambassador to the US, 
Ron Dermer (a former Netanyahu 
flunky), and a more stupid move for 
Israel-US relations there couldn’t be. 

The President won’t meet 
with Bibi because, as he officially 
stated, it is not US policy to in-
terfere in a country’s general elec-
tion. Of course, the real reason is 
that the President’s serious dislike 
of Bibi and the anger of being cir-
cumvented by Speaker Boehner is 
that the snub will backlash upon 
the Prime Minister at home and he 
could possibly lose the election. 

Also Bibi’s chances of get-
ting re-elected are not looking good 
right now and his usual tactic—fear 
mongering about the rise of Iran in 
neighboring countries and Hezbol-
lah along the southern border in 
Lebanon—was not working well. 

The reason for Israeli voter 
disconnect from his narrative is 
that the one thing that frightens 
the Israeli voter more than Hez-
bollah and Iran is sour relations 
with the US and in particular with 
the current occupant of the White 
House. If Israel needs emergency 

The Washington Beat
The President plays hardball
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help—meaning resupply of arms—
in the near future, it may not be 
forthcoming as swiftly as Israel 
may need it. 

It doesn’t matter what Net-
anyahu said, two weeks before his 
“snap” general election in Israel, 
the bad rupture with the White 
House and President Obama car-
ries long-term consequences. This 
episode isn’t helping. Right now, 
when Bibi calls the White House he 
gets to talk to the National Secu-
rity Advisor who the passes on the 
request to the President. It used 
to be when Bibi called he would be 
patched right through, but not any-
more. Not particularly auspicious; 
expect Bibi to mess up, as he really 
can’t help himself.

Next, the White House saw 
the visit as trying to interfere with 
the P5+1 negotiations with Iran, 
talks that are still going on in Vi-
enna. The big sticking point is that 
Iran wants to lift all the restric-
tions placed upon the Islamic Re-
public immediately, while the P5+1 
(meaning the fi ve permanent mem-
bers of the UN Security Council 
plus Germany) wants to relax the 
restriction gradually to ensure Iran 
follows what it has agreed to.The 
deadline for political talks to end is 
March 1, with a formal agreement 
due July 1 2015 so there’s time. 

So of course it is interference. 
Bibi wants to scuttle these talks 
and really wants to go ahead and 
bomb Iran’s nuclear facilities.  The 
foolish thing is that Bibi may lose 
the election and the President may 
reach agreement with Iran, which 
may be a lot less than what the US 
position calls for at present as a re-
sult of Netanyahu’s meddling. We 
will see how this plays out.

The 2016 political race
Over February, the GOP race 

has focused on two favourites for 
GOP donors’ largesse. Former Flor-
ida Governor Jeb Bush and former 
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker 
are the frontrunners. Senator Mar-
co Rubio (R-FL) is there near the 
top but isn’t seen right now as the 
best choice.  Thankfully Mitt Rom-
ney saw the wisdom of not running, 
bowing out on January 31. No loss.

Is Hillary Clinton running? 
Inquiring minds would like to know 
. . . now! Many Democrats had ex-
pected her presidential race to be 
announced in January. Instead 
we are still waiting for her to give 
the word. Now call me crazy, but I 
thought for most of last year she 
was being hesitant, very hesitant 

about running. A lot of things came 
to mind for me as to why she was/
is? Health and age are two factors. 

Neither factors rule her out 
as a candidate, but a younger can-
didate with all the right qualifi ca-
tions could give her a run for the 
money. There’s no one that I can 
see who could do that except for-
mer Texas Mayor and current 
Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development Julian Castro and I 
think he’s a long shot for the mo-
ment. He’s biding his time.  

The dark horse is Elizabeth 
Warren, who’s 64 and the senior 
Senator from Massachusetts. I like 
the Senator because she’s a fi ghter 
over monetary issues, which is not 
Mrs. Clinton’s strong suit. If she 
runs she could give Mrs. Clinton a 
run for her money. But she would 
have to raise a lot of money right 
now and right now that is Hillary 
Clinton’s strength. She has the do-
nors. So it’s still early yet as to how 
all this plays out.

Ashton Carter confi rmed 
as SecDef

Former Deputy Defense Sec-
retary and chief Pentagon weapons 
buyer Ashton Carter was confi rmed 
by the Senate on February 12 in a 
vote that had strong support from 
both sides of the aisle. The easy con-
fi rmation vote was 93-5. The fi ve no 
votes were Republicans, with Texas 
Senator Ted Cruz casting a yea for 
confi rmation. Secretary Carter is 
President Obama’s fourth to fi ll 
the Defense portfolio and succeeds 
outgoing SecDef Chuck Hagel. Mr. 
Hagel’s tenure was one where he of-
ten looked like he was way out of his 
depth—a perception that was more 
mythic than true. His confi rmation 
was tough and acrimonious with 
relentless personal attacks coming 
from Senator Cruz by way of com-
parison with Mr. Carter’s positive 
endorsement by Republican leaders.

Yemen amps up
Among the prime US foreign 

policy interests is Yemen, which 
is in the throws of the Shia Hou-
this’ takeover of the northern part 
of this state located at the south-
ern tip of the Arabian Peninsula. 
The Houthis have taken over the 
capital Senaa and forced out the 
centrist (well secular) government 
and is ruling according to Sharia 
law and the Quran. The reason 
why we have expended so much 
to keep tribes in check, as well as 
preventing al-Qaida from taking 
over the southern provinces, is the 
port of Aden. It guards the the Bab 

el Mandeb as well as the gateway 
which western powers use as a 
base to patrol against Somali pi-
rates. 

Yemen also overlooks a mari-
time “choke-point,” a narrow pas-
sage like the Strait of Hormuz at 
the tip of the Persian Gulf. At its 
narrowest, the Bab el Mandeb 
strait is just 12 miles wide, with 
Yemen on one side and Djibouti on 
the other. Little wonder Djibouti 
has become an important outpost 
for the U.S. and French military.

It matters who’s running 
Yemen, and right now that isn’t 
clear. The UN Security Council 
has been trying to install order 
and return a “moderate” govern-
ment to ruling the country and 
get the Houthis to surrender the 
capital. Not that the resolution 
passed on February 16 has any 
chance of becoming reality with-
out some force being applied. Now 
a centrist government is trying to 
install authority from the port of 
Aden, the economic hub of Yemen, 
but the Houthis are just laughing 
at that. 

If the US had the option, we 
would want to be friendly with 
the Houthis who are the sworn 
enemies (being Shia Moslems) al-
Qaida (our enemy and Sunni Mos-
lems), which is gobbling up control 
of the remaining tribal provinces in 
the south. Clear? As mud. 

America wants friends and 
thus infl uence in Yemen. The Hou-
this have been having spectacular 
victories for the last six months 
in the north but they don’t trust 
anyone from the west. In talking 
to them, they are polite, very po-
lite but very determined and very 
confi dent to do what they believe, 
which makes us uneasy. So we 
watch and when we drone-attack, 
which we do a lot there, it needs to 
be the right group we are killing. 
Stay tuned—this gets more compli-
cated as we go.

Greece foreshadowing 
possible default

The left-wing party Syriza 
gained victory with 36% of the vote 
in the snap election on January 25. 
They then formed a government 
with a right wing group who hates 
the European economic union as 
much as Syriza dislikes the debt deal 
which gave Greece fi ve years of aus-
terity and social pain. They are at an 
impasse with the EU as of January 
17. Greek fi nance Minister Varou-
fakis has just hit a brick wall. The 
French say “non” and the Germans 
say “nein” about easing the pain.

Greek Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras and his fi nance minister, 
the very brilliant Yanis Varoufakis, 
have been trying to get a new bail-
out deal with other European fi -
nance ministers. They have struck 
out in trying to get moderation in 
the austerity deals (there are sev-
eral), which the previous conserva-
tive government signed on to. At 
the moment it looks like Greece will 
default and return to the Drachma. 
This is the old currency, which the 
Euro replaced in 2001. What to do 
next, other than default and re-
structure the repayment of €275bn 
in its own time? Your solution is as 
good as mine at this point. Greece’s 
economy is shrinking and as things 
stand they can never hope to repay 
that amount of money in any way 
other than restructuring. 

So we watch. While both Spain 
and Germany brag that they can 
withstand the shock of a Greek de-
fault, it is fi rst and foremost a crisis 
in confi dence. For all the bravado 
expressed by the other European na-
tions, the stock markets around the 
world including Wall Street are not 
so confi dent that fi nancial markets 
will weather the collapse. So they are 
bracing themselves for the worst and 
it’s not looking good. Deep breaths.

In holding the Ukraine and 
second Minsk cease-fi re deal until 
next month, the Beat goes on.

by Ish
1/ Carrington:  
Here we have a story of a talented young painter, Dora 

Carrington, played by Emma Thompson who befriends a 
shy gay writer,  Lytton Strachey, forming a deep complex 
bond, played by Jonathan Pryce. The fi lm is backdropped 
by the Bohemian scene of London’s Bloomsbury group.

2/ The Dish & the Spoon:  
In this Indie romantic drama we have Greta Gerwig, Olly Alex-

ander and others. Here Rose is seething with rage upon discovering 
her husband’s infi delity. She departs for Delaware to confront the other 
woman. However, once she arrives her focus shifts to an eccentric teen-
age boy and their romance while he helps her cope with her anger.

3/ The Big Fix (1978):  
Here we have a movie with some future stars. Richard Dreyfuss 

plays Moses Wine, an ex-sixties radical who is paying his bills as a pri-
vate eye. He’s hired to do a smear campaign against a popular political 
candidate. Gradually the plot develops into a murder case, involving a 
hippie leader who, like Wine has severely compromised his values and 
who plans to blow up a major LA freeway as a protest, played by F. Mur-
ray Abraham. Susan Anspach gives a great deal of dramatic and sexual 
tension as Wine’s boss.

4/ A NY Thing:  
A French romantic follows his dream girl to NYC, but a weekend of 

white lies, one-night-stands and tangled love triangles prove infatuation 
and romance are not what they seem. Featuring indie darling Greta Gerwig.

5/ The Day I Saw Your Heart:  
In this delightful comedy Justine (Inglourious Basterds’ Melanie 

Laurent) fl its from one boyfriend to the next while her immature father 
secretly befriends them all. Meanwhile the two sisters are shocked when 
their father, who is about to turn 60, announces that he is expecting a baby 
with his new wife. One sister is trying to adopt a child, while the other 
blames her commitment-phobic ways on her relationship with her dad.

the good, the bad & the ugly
—Movie recommendations
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Colorado Senator Bennet introduces bill to restore PILT to mandatory 
funding, extend Secure Rural Schools Program for three years

by Lisa Cyriacks
Colorado US Senator Michael 

Bennet, with Senators Ron Wyden 
(D-OR) and Mike Crapo (R-ID) 
have introduced a bipartisan bill to 
restore mandatory funding for the 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) 
program. 

The Secure Rural Schools and 
Payment in Lieu of Taxes Repair 
Act would also extend the Secure 
Rural Schools program (SRS) for 
three years at 2011 funding levels, 
rolling back years of declining pay-
ments. It would provide a total of 
roughly $360 million annually for 
more than 700 counties across the 
U.S.

“PILT provides crucial re-
sources to counties to help deliver 
basic services to Colorado commu-

nities,” Bennet says. “Restoring 
PILT to mandatory funding and ex-
tending SRS funding will give our 
rural communities the certainty 
they need to plan and budget for 
things like school construction, po-
lice and fi re protection, and road 
maintenance. There is no reason 
for Congress to leave them in limbo 
every year, and this bill will help fi x 
that.”

State and local governments 
cannot tax federally owned lands 
the way they would if the land was 
privately owned. Federal land pay-
ments, originally funded from com-
modity receipts on public lands 
(mainly timber harvests), histori-
cally have supported basic county 
services such as schools, transpor-
tation and public safety.

PILT was created to compen-
sate counties that contain federal 
lands. PILT funding for 2015 was 
included in the passage of the $1.1 
million “Cromnibus” spending bill. 
Congress allotted $372 million this 
year for PILT. Another $70 million 
was designated for PILT from the 
National Defense Authorization 
Act, bringing the total to $442 mil-
lion.

Unlike PILT, however, the Se-
cure Rural Schools program was 
initiated only as a temporary fund 
for counties to help compensate for 
major declines in timber-related 
revenues and for counties to tran-
sition away from dependence on 
timber to a more diverse economic 
base.

Colorado received $34.5 mil-
lion in PILT funds in 2014. Sa-
guache County has tentatively 
budgeted $700,000 in PILT reve-
nue for 2015.

According to a recent report 
from Headwaters Economics (De-
cember 2014), Saguache County 
will receive just over $1 million in 
PILT funds, including SRS funding. 
While the Secure Rural Schools 
and Community Self-Determina-
tion Act offi cially expired in 2014, 
Congress is now working to revive 
it for one more year.

Headwaters Economics pro-
jects that even if SRS is extend-
ed for another fi ve years, dollar 
amounts distributed to local gov-
ernments will change drastically. 

One reason Saguache County may 
be facing declining revenue from 
SRS and PILT is a change in the 
formula resulting in fewer dollars 
available to less densely populated 
counties.

The funding will be based on 
economic performance and growth 
in the county, household income, 
education levels and other econom-
ic factors, standards that Saguache 
County and much of the valley fail 
to meet.

For this reason the Head-
waters Economics report lists Sa-
guache and fi ve surrounding coun-
ties as some of the worst performing 
in the state and likely to receive 
the most drastic cuts in PILT (and 
SRS) funding (20% to 22.6%).
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by David Lee
Behind the accompanying 

photograph by the celebrated pho-
tographer William Henry Jackson, 
is a story connected to Crestone 
and the Baca.  

The photo was taken at La 
Veta Pass on July 25, 1877, about 
30 miles southeast of Crestone 
as the crow flies.  The party had 
been assembled by Ferdinand V. 
Hayden, who was the head of the 
Rocky Mountain region of the Unit-
ed States Geological Survey, part of 
a series of summer expeditions he 
led to document the geography and 
geology of the Rockies.  

The two most notable among 
those photographed are Asa Gray 
(1810-1888) the leading expert on 
the North American flora, profes-
sor at Harvard and President of 

the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science in 1872; 
and Joseph Dalton Hooker (1817-
1910), Director of the Royal Bo-
tanical Gardens at Kew, President 
of the Royal Society 1873-1877, 
and a leader in the classification of 
plants—particularly of Asia.  

They had become friends in 

England 1838-39 as young men 
just starting their scientific ca-
reers. Both were close friends and 
supporters of Charles Darwin 
(1809-1882), the English naturalist 
and co-discoverer with Alfred Rus-
sel Wallace of the theory of natural 
selection. 

In the photograph, they are 
holding plant presses, essential for 
preserving plants collected in the 
area. Boughs of the sub-alpine fir 
rest at Hooker’s feet, ready for pro-
cessing.  

Others in the photograph in-
clude Dr. Robert Lamborn (1836-
1905), a metallurgist and mining 
engineer.  Lamborn, a friend of 
Hayden and an officer of the Den-
ver and Rio Grande Railway, later 
became a generous philanthro-
pist of the arts and sciences in the 

United States.  Captain James Ste-
venson (1840-1888) was Hayden’s 
chief assistant.  General Richard 
Strachey (1807-1908) was a friend 
of Hooker’s and an eminent natu-
ralist with extensive experience 
in India and Tibet, also interested 
in the technology of narrow gauge 
railways. Jane Loring Gray (1821-

1909), Asa’s wife, was a respected 
naturalist in her own right, known 
to Darwin. Lady Jane Strachey 
(1840-1908) was an author and suf-
fragette.  

Behind them was the expedi-
tion leader, Ferdinand Vandemeer 
Hayden (1829-1887). Trained as 
a physician and serving as a sur-
geon in the Civil War, his passion 
for geology led to his exploration of 
the west and eminent position in 
the Geological Survey.  There was 
competition among surveyors and 
explorers, particularly with John 
Wesley Powell and George Wheeler, 
so perhaps Hayden’s distinguished 
party gave him an advantage over 
his rivals.  

Hooker and Gray had their 
own reasons for being at La Veta.  
The next day the party travelled to 
Fort Garland, and early the follow-
ing morning they began their as-
cent of Blanca Peak.  After camping 
at 13,000’, they ascended the peak 
(14,345’), collecting plants and re-
turning to Fort Garland and then 
back La Veta—exhausted.  Hooker 
collected 180 species of plants on 
the mountain.  Later on, they as-
cended Pike’s Peak and Gray’s 
Peak further to the north, contin-
ually collecting plants along the 
way—some 500 specimens from 
the Rockies.  

Why they were interested 
in these plants requires a little 
explanation.  Hooker had earlier 
explored the sub-Antarctic region 
(1839-1843) and spent several 
years exploring northeast India.  
He puzzled over the relationships 
of these plants to those in other re-
gions of the world.  Gray had be-
come the expert on North Ameri-
can plants, and noticed the strong 
affinity between the floras of the 
east coast and temperate east Asia.  
This seemed to not be the case for 
the poorly studied plants of the 
Rocky Mountains, and they intend-
ed to investigate their geographical 
affinities.

The whole endeavor was 
inspired by the earlier work of 
Alexander von Humboldt (1769-
1859), who with Aimé Bonpland 
had completed an epic five-year 

The Crestone Eagle • March, 2015 • Page B-1

Gray & Hooker’s 
Blanca Peak expedition: 
The Asian connection

continued on page B-9

Hayden Expedition Party at La Veta Pass, Colorado, July 1877.  Numbers in parenthe-
ses denote the identities of individuals from the line drawing of their silhouettes (below):  
(1) Asa Gray; (2) Joseph Dalton Hooker; (3) Lady Jane Strachey; (4) Jane Loring Gray; 
(5) Captain James Stevenson; (6) Dr. Robert Lamborn; (7) Sir Richard Strachey; (8) 
Ferdinand V.  Hayden; (9) expedition cook; (10), John Gil Lemmon, Denver artist; (11) 
unidentified Frenchman; (12) plant presses used by Gray and Hooker.  
 photo courtesy of the Botany Library of the Gray Herbarium Library, Harvard University 

Alexander von Humboldt Charles Darwin Joseph Dalton Hooker Asa Gray William Weber

Important figures in the tracing of the plant connection between Asia and the Southern Rockies. photos courtesy of Wikimedia, except that of Weber, Colorado Native Plant Society

Mount Blanca in the Sangre de Cristos, south of the Sand Dunes. photo by David Hillman
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by Kim Malville
What’s happening in the 

skies this month
Jupiter is the king this month, 

brilliant, half-way up the sky be-
tween the constellations of Cancer 
and Leo. Just to the left of Jupiter 
is Regulus the brightest star in its 
vicinity. Compare how differently 
each twinkles. Jupiter should be 
steady like a rock, but Regulus 
should be twinkling away due to 
turbulence in the atmosphere. 

Throughout this spring Jupi-
ter and Venus are going to slowly 
approach each other. Now they are 
far apart, but by late June these 
two planets will come together in a 
close and spectacular conjunction. 

March 7: One hour after sun-
set look to the west to see ruddy 
Mars below brilliant Venus.

March 20: Spring in the 
northern hemisphere begins at 
4:45 MDT, when the sun crosses 
the celestial equator.

March 21: The slender cres-
cent moon appears next to Mars 
after sunset.

March 22: This should be a 
great sight: the crescent has grown 
in size and has slid upward next to 
Venus.  

Valentine’s Day on Chury-
umov-Gerasimenko

On Valentine’s Day, the Ro-
setta spacecraft dipped down low 
over the comet 67P/Churyumov-
Gerasimenko, reaching some fi ve 
miles above its surface. Consider-
ing that this rotating comet shaped 
like a rubber ducky is only about 
2.5 miles long, it was a pretty dan-
gerous and gutsy maneuver.

It produced an amazing image 
of this old and dark leftover from 
the birth of the solar system. The 
image has a resolution of perhaps 
two feet, which means we could 
see a person like the Little Prince 
walking across the surface. The op-

erators were 
hoping they 
might fi nd the now quiet lander, 
Philae, but it didn’t show up in the 
photo. What they fi nd is a large fl at 
area, which looks like a dried lake 
bed, in the upper left-hand portion 
of the picture. But, of course, there 
couldn’t have been an open body of 
water on this tiny, cold objet. It is 
probably the remnant of gas escap-
ing ice under the surface, which 
left behind fi ne dust. Even with its 
very weak gravity the dust could 
fl ow around the surface and fi ll in a 
low spot. Note that the smooth area 
stops on the left just like water at 
a shoreline. No one expected some-
thing like this on a comet.

Below the fl at area look for 
several circular features that look 
like impact craters. These are prob-
ably vents on the surface where gas 
escapes the comet when it comes 
close to the sun. They should start 
getting active, spewing forth jets of 
gas in the next few months.

God’s Hand 
One of the four telescopes 

known as “The Very Large Tel-
escope” on Cerro Paranal in the 
Atacama desert of Chile has im-
aged the nebula known as “God’s 
Hand”. Each of these 
telescopes has a diam-
eter of 8.2 meters. The 
nebula is a cometary 
globule, although it 
has nothing in com-
mon with comets. This 
one is 1.5 light years 
across, which would 
engulf our solar sys-
tem. These globules ap-
pear completely dark, 
as they are made of 
very cold gas and dust 
that block the light 
of stars behind them. 
These are places where 
stars are born. As the 
cloud contracts under 
its own gravity and 
heats up, new stars 
will be formed. Then 
planets and things 
like comets will appear 
around some of them. 
This cometary globule 
was probably a spheri-
cal cloud, but it was dis-
fi gured by a nearby su-
pernova explosion, and 
acquired this clumpy and irregular 
shape. A tail of gas, not seen in the 
image, extends down from the face 
for a distance of eight light years.

The “biggest discovery in 
decades” is now in tatters

Perhaps you remember a 
column I wrote last year in April. 

Well, maybe it’s better if you don’t 
remember. Anyhow, this is now the 
time for honesty and transparency.  

This is what I wrote: “On 
March 17 the newspapers and TV 
stations announced the discovery 
of the infl uence of gravity waves on 
the early universe. This is a discov-

ery that may rank with the discov-
ery of dark energy or background 
radiation of the universe, and, if 
confi rmed, should result in a Nobel 
Prize. I shall try to explain these 
new fi ndings because they have 
such amazing philosophical and 
even theological implications. These 
are diffi cult ideas, and I hope I can 
succeed. Basically the news that lit 
up switchboards around the world 
was that a team of astronomers led 
by John M. Kovac of the Harvard-
Smithsonian Center for Astrophys-
ics detected ripples in the cosmic 
background radiation. Those rip-
ples were produced by gravitational 
waves when the universe was fi rst 
torn apart by cosmic infl ation.”

 It certainly was fun for astron-

omers while it lasted, even though 
it was very diffi cult to explain. It 
was diffi cult to explain because it 
was just plain wrong. This appar-
ent discovery of gravitational waves 
seemed to be the smoking gun for 
the theory that the infant universe 
experienced an epic growth spurt 

known as infl ation 
when the universe was 
a tiny fraction of a sec-
ond old. The sudden 
movement of all of the 
matter in the universe 
started the cosmos vi-
brating like a bell, pro-
ducing waves of grav-
ity. Or so it seemed.  
Corks were popped 
and visions of a Nobel 
Prize appeared in folks’ 
heads. Now this smok-
ing gun has itself gone 
up in smoke, gravity 
waves have vanished, 
and researchers are 
nursing a hangover. 

The excitement 
of 17 March last was 
short-lived. It turns 
out to be very hard to 
make a big mistake 
in astronomy. Fellow 
astronomers are al-

ways checking up on 
each other, often eager 
to spot an error. That is 
indeed what science is 
all about: “trust but ver-

ify.” Not surprising, soon after this 
announcement, evidence surfaced 
that the evidence for gravity waves 
was probably fl awed. Dust within 
our galaxy may have produced a 
signal that imitated gravity waves. 
Everyone agreed that more obser-
vations at other wavelengths were 
needed to test the claims. Finally 
in September, researchers used 
Europe’s Planck spacecraft to show 
that BICEP2’s signal was entirely 
due to local dust. By now everyone 
has agreed: no cigar, certainly no 
Nobel Prize!  Now there is a rush of 
different observatories on land, in 
the air, and in space to search for 
any faint, still undetected evidence 
of gravity waves in the early uni-
verse. Good luck!

This full-disc image of Jupiter was taken 
on 21 April 2014 with Hubble’s Wide Field 
Camera 3.      NASA 

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

a reporter’s blog…

The surface of Comet 67P photographed from fi ve miles.  European Space Agency 

God’s Hand: Like the gaping mouth of a gigantic celestial creature, the 
cometary globule CG4 glows menacingly in this image from ESOвЂ™s 
Very Large Telescope. Although it looks huge and bright in this image it 
is actually a faint nebula and not easy to observe. The exact nature of 
CG4 remains a mystery.  European Southern Observatory

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Rio Grande Roundtable to elect 
new offi cers & revise bylaws

by Bea Ferrigno
The fi rst order of business for 

the March 10 meeting of the Rio 
Grande Basin Roundtable (RGRT) 
will  be the election of new offi cers 
and revision of bylaws. Mike Gib-
son will retire as chairman of the 
RGRT this month, but will remain 
with the SLV Water Conservancy 
District until the end of the year. 
His leadership of the roundtable 
has been cordial, crisp, diplomatic,  
and will be missed.

Each roundtable has three of-
fi cers—a Chairperson, Vice-Chair-
person, and Recorder—and a mem-
bership  drawn from a broad base 
of water interests.  Composition of 
the membership, which includes 
voting and non-voting members, is 
spelled out in the Colorado Water 
for the 21st Century Act (HB 05-
1177). Also on the April agenda are 
a review of the membership and 
consideration of current  vacancies  
as well as revisions to the bylaws, 
primarily to allow for proxy voting. 

According to the bylaws, the 
roundtable is to provide a forum 
“to facilitate communication, co-
operation and involvement by all 
stakeholders including affected 
landowners, concerned citizens and 
representatives of local, state and 
federal agencies to:

• Promote and improve the 
appropriate use of the Rio Grande 
Basin’s and the state of Colorado’s 
waters.

• Enhance the voluntary ex-
change of information in order to 
identify and address . . . water con-
cerns in a proactive manner.

• Participate in the use and 
on-going refi nement of a basin-
wide water needs assessment. . . .

• Provide education and pub-
lic outreach concerning . . . Colora-
do water law, Rio Grande Compact 
and associated issues [etc.]

• Promote the protection, con-
servation, and wise use of water for 
socio-economic sustainability, agri-
cultural viability, and the benefi t 
of the associated natural environ-
ment.”

One of the Roundtable’s edu-
cational efforts is the Rio Grande 
Leaders Course to be offered next 
month. Applications are due March 
13 for an intensive  course designed 
for community members interested 
in protecting, developing and man-
aging SLV water resources.  This 
year’s course will take place April 6 
through 10 from 6 to 9pm; it has a 

nominal fee of $30 and will be lim-
ited to 20 participants. Your report-
er found the course very helpful; it 
provides an excellent opportunity 
to get acquainted with many SLV 
water administrators while learn-
ing what they do and why.  Applica-
tions can be picked up at the course 
location, offi ces of the SLV Water 
Conservancy District, 623 Fourth 
Street, Alamosa, or downloaded 
from  www.rgwcd.org or www.slvw-
cd.org.

Other business at the Febru-
ary 10 meeting included a lengthy 
discussion of the Southwest basin  
roundtable’s (SWBRT) request  to 
include their statement “Alterna-
tive Water Sources to Meet Future 
East Slope Urban Water Demand” 
in the Rio Grande basin implemen-
tation plan.  Although the request 
was ultimately tabled, the discus-
sion was illuminating.  The South-
west basin represents the heavily 
tapped Colorado river; its state-
ment is a response to a conceptual 
agreement (CA) from the Interba-
sin Compact Committee (IBCC) 
which sets forth seven points to be 
considered in the development of 
any further trans-mountain diver-
sions (TMD). It emphasizes that 
“conservation and reuse must be 
major means to reduce demand 
and address future gaps and that 
no TMD should proceed unless  
High Level conservation goals are 
achieved.”  It also recommends 
that alternative sources of new 
water supply be considered in com-
parison to the costs and benefi ts of 
any new TMD.

Kerber Creek update:  Jason 
Willis  of Trout Unlimited, current-
ly the Mine Restoration Project 
manager at Kerber Creek (north-
west of Villa Grove) presented a 
preview of a funding request to be 
heard this month for the next stage 
of mitigation of mine tailings and 
stream restoration.  The entire pro-
ject comprises 64,000 acres and 25 
miles of Kerber creek that were pol-
luted in the 1900s by tailings that 
broke through retention barriers.  
The acidic tailings are modifi ed by 
addition of lime and limestone from 
a nearby pit so that their actual re-
moval is not required.  The soil dis-
tubance is mitigated by replanting 
with metal-tolerant native plants.  
A further discussion with visuals 
will be presented for funding at the 
March 10 meeting.

BLM seeks public comment 
on Xcel transmission line

The Bureau of Land Management San Luis Valley Field Offi ce, 
in cooperation with the Pike San Isabel National Forest, is seeking 
public comments on a draft environmental assessment authorizing 
Xcel Energy to rebuild three existing transmission lines.

The transmission lines are nearing the end of their serviceable 
life and would be rebuilt within or immediately adjacent to their 
existing locations. The transmission lines cross a variety of public 
and private lands, in portions of Alamosa, Chaffee, Rio Grande, and 
Saguache counties.

The BLM will continue to apply conservation measures to 
manage and conserve Gunnison Sage Grouse (GUSG) and its habi-
tat. The BLM’s policy is to manage GUSG seasonal habitats and 
maintain habitat connectivity to support sustainable GUSG popu-
lations and/or GUSG population objectives as determined in coordi-
nation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Colorado Parks 
and Wildlife.

The comment period will run through March 12, 2015. Com-
ments concerning the proposed action, alternatives and environmen-
tal issues are most helpful. For additional information or to submit 
a comment, please contact Leon Montoya, BLM Project Manager, at 
719-852-6219, by email to BLM_CO_SLVPLV_Comments@blm.gov, 
or in writing to 1803 West Hwy 160; Monte Vista, CO 81144.

Before including your address, phone number, e-mail address, 
or other personal identifying information in your comment, you 
should be aware that your entire comment—including your person-
al identifying information—may be made publicly available at any 
time.  While you can ask us in your comment to withhold your per-
sonal identifying information from public review, we cannot guar-
antee that we will be able to do so.

The draft environmental assessment is available on the BLM 
San Luis Valley webpage at www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo.html. 
Hard copies are available at the following locations: Salida Rang-
er District, USFS, 5575 Cleora Road, Salida, CO 81201; Saguache 
Field Offi ce, BLM/USFS, 46525 Highway 114, Saguache, Colorado 
81149; and Saguache Field Offi ce, BLM, 1803 West Hwy 160, Monte 
Vista, CO 81144.

Ormus is a superconductor. These elements resonate with the primal energy, the zero 
point  from which all life originates and which is a quantum potential of possibilities. 
Ormus is one with this endless source of energy, which  can be found in the air, the soil, 
plants, stones and the sea.

Orbitally Rearranged Monatomic Elements or ORMEs originate in the Mineral 
Kingdom, and are the foundation of ORMUS.  These ORMEs are captured by the salt 
crystals harvested from the planet’s oceans.  Some of the known ORMUS m-state 
elements are Cobalt, Nickel, Copper, Ruthenium, Rhodium, Palladium, Silver, 
Osmium, Iridium, Platinum, and Gold yet are NOT in their metallic form and all have 
a place in our physical well being.

Tomatoes Grown with Gaia’s 
Harvest Ormus

Gardening in the San Luis Valley, with its 
short season and sandy soils, requires 
gardeners to use all the best tools available 
to them to ensure a successful and 
bountiful harvest.

Ormus should be one of those “can’t live 
without” tools! 

All crops benefit from the addition of the 
monatomics to one’s gardening arsenal.

Always dilute Ormus with water prior to 
use. 
Use at a concentration at 1% strength. One 
gallon of Ormus added to 128 gallons of 
water equals a 1% solution. The Ormus 
water mixture can be used two to five times 
per growing season here in the  Valley.

For more information visit us:  
www.BlueWaterAlchemy.com

BlueWaterAlchemy@gmail.com
P.O. Box 1104

Crestone, Colorado 81131-1104
You can buy the Ormus at

                        The Elephant Cloud Teahouse 

Blue Water Alchemy
Ormus

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854
phone: (303) 415-1618

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

http://www.rgwcd.org
http://www.slvw-cd.org
http://www.slvw-cd.org
http://www.slvw-cd.org
mailto:BLM_CO_SLVPLV_Comments@blm.gov
http://www.blm.gov/co/st/en/fo/slvfo.html
http://www.BlueWaterAlchemy.com
mailto:BlueWaterAlchemy@gmail.com
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com
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by Peter Anderson
Branding. It’s not just about hot 

iron and searing bovine flesh any-
more. These days branding has more 
to do with the world of commerce. It 
has to do with getting noticed in a 
world saturated with slogans, sym-
bols, and spiels. Even poets, once 
known as practitioners of pure art for 
the simple reason that there wasn’t 
any money in it (they don’t call it 
the “po biz” for nothing), have been 
caught up in the frenzy of branding 
themselves. Ouch. One poet blogger, 
who worked hard to establish an on-
line niche, succeeded in achieving a 
brand—“poet laureate of the blogo-
sphere”—which landed him numer-
ous paid invitations to sit on august 
panels of literary pundits at confer-
ences, colloquiums, and other cul-
tural shindigs. Everybody’s doin’ the 
hustle. 

So why not our little town? The 
sign at the junction of County Road T 
and Highway 17 says only “gas, food, 
and lodging.” Periodically, we have to 
x-out the gas part. Given the bragga-
docio of our neighbors to the north—
“Now This is Colorado”—why should 
we expect any of those bulging wal-
lets on their way to Taos (“Soul of the 
Southwest” . . . would that be some-
where on the Taos strip stuck in traf-
fic?) or Santa Fe (“the City Different” 
. . . or city pretentious) or Colorado 
Springs (once known as “the New-
port of the Rockies” . . . millionaires 
only, please), to turn off the highway 
and check out our little town? If we 
don’t brand ourselves, then others 
will do the branding for us: “E.T., call 
Crestone.” 

So the good people who are 
working hard to gain Crestone state 
recognition as a creative district re-
cently invited us to brand the town 
where most of us say we live, even 
though only a hundred of us really 
do. I’m all for the Creative District 
campaign by the way, since it may 
entitle us to state money—what little 
Colorado Creative Industries (once 

known as Colorado Endowment for 
the Arts) ever has. Otherwise those 
funds will find a home elsewhere. 
But how do we name what’s here in 
only a few words? Raven Lunatics? 
Maybe we would be better off nam-
ing what isn’t. Nada, Nada, and lots 
of it. Either way, it’s not an easy task. 

It might be wise to consider the 
efforts of other small towns looking 
for a hook to reel in a little recogni-
tion and maybe even a dollars. Per-
sonally, I like the tell-it-straight ap-
proach taken by Pinedale, Wyoming: 
“All the Civilization You Need.” Sara-
toga, Wyoming has a 1880’s style 
chamber-of-commerce pitch: “Where 
the Trout Leap in Main Street.” 
Havre (pronounced Have-r) Mon-
tana, keeps it blue-collar simple: “Get 
‘er Done.” Some towns go for a little 
humor which has a certain appeal: 
Eagle Pass Texas—“Where Yee-ha 
meets Olé”; Hooker, Oklahoma—“A 
Location not a Vocation”; Bushnell, 
South Dakota—“It’s Not the End of 
the World, but You Can See It from 
Here.” Then there’s the intention-
ally strange: Nederland, Colorado—
“Home of the Frozen Dead Guy.” (It’s 
a long story . . . see www. frozendead-
guy.com). And don’t forget Fruita, 
Colorado—“Home of Mike the Head-
less Chicken” (also a long story, see 
www. miketheheadlesschicken.org).

How will we choose to iden-
tify a town that in some ways defies 
description? Will we go for a more 
traditional chamber of commerce 
approach: “Crestone: Home of the 
Double Rainbow? Or maybe some-
thing catchy: “Crestone: Elevate your 
Altitude.” Something a little more 
contemplative, perhaps: “Crestone: 
Open Skies, Open Minds.” Whatever 
we do, I hope we keep it simple and 
wide open, which is how I think of 
this place and which, come to think of 
it, doesn’t sound too bad: “Crestone: 
Simple and Wide Open.” Or maybe 
“Crestone: Welcome Home.” Or may-
be “Crestone: Further . . . ” 

E - The 
Environmental 
Magazine

Dear EarthTalk: I know 
that some large buildings filter 
some of their wastewater to ir-
rigate exterior landscaping. Is 
there an affordable way to do 
this at home?  

 -Bill P., Salem, OR
Now that solar panels are so 

commonplace on rooftops across 
the country, reusing so-called 
greywater—that is, the waste wa-
ter from sinks, showers, tubs and 
washing machines—for landscape 
irrigation may be the next fron-
tier in the greening of the Ameri-
can home, especially if you live in 
an arid region where water use is 
restricted. In fact, reusing your 
graywater may be the only way to 
keep your lawn and garden healthy 
without taking more than your fair 
share of the community’s precious 
freshwater reserves.

“Using water from sinks, 
showers and washing machines to 
irrigate plants is a way to increase 
the productivity of sustainable 
backyard ecosystems that pro-
duce food, clean water and shelter 
wildlife,” reports Greywater Ac-
tion, a California-based non-profit 
dedicated to educating and em-
powering people to use water sus-
tainably. According to the group, 
a typical U.S. single family home 
can reduce water use by as much 
as 30% by installing some kind 
of greywater reclamation system 
while simultaneously reducing pol-
lution into nearby water bodies by 
filtering out contaminants locally. 
Capturing and reusing greywa-
ter can also be part of the battle 
against climate change, given that 
you’ll be helping grow plants that 
sequester atmospheric carbon di-
oxide while reducing demand on a 
regional wastewater treatment fa-
cility that’s likely powered by fossil 
fuels.

The simplest way to get into 
home greywater reuse is to install 
a “laundry-to-landscape” system 
that sends washing machine waste-
water outside via a diversion tank 
and hose that can be moved around 
to irrigate specific sections of the 
yard. Equipment costs for such a 
set-up max out at $200, but labor 
and expertise may tack on another 
few hundred dollars. Handy home-
owners can do much of the work 
in setting up such systems them-
selves, though those without much 
home repair or plumbing experi-
ence might at least consult a pro-
fessional. Greywater Action sug-
gests one way to reduce costs is by 
digging trenches for diversion pipes 
and mulch basins yourself—or en-
list friends who want to support the 
effort and learn about residential 
greywater reuse in the process. 

A more comprehensive system 
can draw wastewater from sinks, 
showers and tubs, too—and then 
filter and distribute it to backyard 
landscaping via a drip irrigation 
network. Getting such a system 
professionally installed can run 
upwards of $5,000.

Either way, once the greywater 
diversion system is in place, you’ll 
need to be careful about what goes 
down the drain, given how it might 
affect the plants and soils right out-
side. “In any greywater system, it is 
essential to put nothing toxic down 
the drain—no bleach, no dye, no 
bath salts, no cleanser, no shampoo 
with unpronounceable ingredients, 
and no products containing boron, 
which is toxic to plants,” adds Grey-
water Action.

For more information on in-
stalling a greywater reuse system 
yourself, check out the resources 
section of Greywater Action’s web-
site, where you’ll find diagrams, 
written instructions and even videos 
to make the job go smoother. Those 
more inclined to hire a professional 
can browse through listings of qual-
ified installers across the country. 
And if you want to see how it’s done 
first-hand, sign up to attend one of 
Greywater Action’s one-day work-
shops on how to install a greywater 
catchment and diversion system in 
a residential setting. 

Contact: Greywater Action, 
www.greywateraction.org.

EarthTalk® is written and 
edited by Roddy Scheer and Doug 
Moss and is a registered trademark 
of E - The Environmental Magazine 
(www.emagazine.com). Send ques-
tions to: earthtalk@emagazine.com.

Using “greywater” from sinks, showers and washing machines to irrigate outdoor gar-
dens is a great way to increase the productivity of backyard ecosystems while reducing 
household water use by as much as 30%. Pictured: a backyard garden watered with 
residential greywater.

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 
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by Leigh Mills
Note:  This is the last “As the 

Worm Turns” column.  April marks 
the beginning of “The Garden Guru” 
by Matie Belle Lakish.   Thank you for 
reading “the worm” and please wel-
come “the guru”.

Mountainous, high-desert 
gardening poses many challenges: 
drought, wind, burning sun, hail, 
early frosts . . . and animals.  If deer, 
rabbits, squirrels, chipmunks, voles, 
moles, mice, robins, grackles and oth-
er birds, even various homestead ani-
mals like goats, chickens, and dogs, 
gain entry to the garden area, they 
can damage crops and ruin expensive 
landscaping.  

Depending on the garden’s loca-
tion, there are various techniques you 
can use to protect your investment of 
time, (and money).  Fencing the gar-
den area is a good place to start, but 
fencing can be expensive.  My fi rst 
garden in Howard, CO didn’t have a 
fence because of the cost.  There were 
a couple of dogs, which helped keep 
the deer, and wild horses, away, and 
there was a small “zoo” down the road 
where we obtained big cat manure to 
spread around the perimeter of the 
garden area; after we moistened it 
with some water, nothing came near 
the garden . . . not even people! 

Gardening in the Baca Grants 
was pretty easy animal-wise when I 
grew there.  We had no fence, just a 
handful of cats; once in a while deer 

would come through, but it didn’t con-
cern us enough to build one.  Then 
we moved across the valley into new 
terrain.  Luckily, the Heyokah Home-
stead garden has a few natural ani-
mal-proofi ng features.  The rocky soil 
helps prevent tunneling by rabbits, 
voles, and moles; seasonal hunting 
keeps the deer population in check; 
there are no squirrels, although chip-
munks visit regularly; bears are few 
and far between, and so are other 
garden-damaging animals like por-
cupines and raccoons.  When it came 
time to build the garden fence, our 
main concern was keeping out our 

goats, the rabbits (domesticated and 
wild), and the handful of cows that 
came through once a year. 

Being low-budget gardeners, 
my husband and I used what we had 
lying around the homestead to build 
our fence.  We had plenty of wood and 
chicken wire from 
past building pro-
jects and used that 
for our fence.  Ours 
has one-inch holes 
which keep out all 
animals but the 
birds and climb-
ers:  chipmunks 
and cats.  Chicken 
wire is also pretty 
invisible and looks 
cool when layered 
with snow or hoar 
frost.  I like using 
chicken wire for 
fencing, but it is 
not strong.  Luck-
ily we don’t have 
many bears, elk, 
or moose around 
that could break 
through and 
munch out.  If your garden needs a 
fence, do some research fi rst.  What 
animals are you keeping out?  Will 
you need to dig down along the perim-
eter and construct a mole/vole/rabbit 
barrier?  Is a 6’ fence high enough 
to keep out deer that can jump 8’ if 
hungry enough?  Can you afford the 

materials?  If building a fence isn’t an 
option, there are other ways to keep 
animals away from your garden or 
landscape.

Unfortunately, there isn’t 
enough space here to cover all the 

fence-free animal-proofi ng meth-
ods available, but there are internet 
sources and library books to help you 
decide how to protect your food, fl ow-
ers, trees, and herbs.  I have Outwit-
ting Deer by Bill Adler, Jr. in my per-
sonal library and the Saguache library 
has Deerproofi ng Your Yard & Garden

by Rhonda Massingham Hart and 
Deer Resistant Landscaping—Proven 
Advice and Strategies for Outwitting 
Deer and 20 Other Pesky Mammals
by Neil Soderstrom.  I read through 
those before writing this article and I 

found them to be 
very informative.  

If you’ve got 
critters invading 
your garden and/
or landscaped 
yard, there are 
many creative and 
inexpensive meth-
ods you can use 
to keep them out 
and your plants 
safe.  Look around 
and see what oth-
ers are doing, ask 
them what has 
worked, or hasn’t . 
. . and have a great 
gardening year!

Leigh Mills 
has lived and gar-
dened in the San 
Luis Valley since 

2002 and written the “As the Worm 
Turns” column since 2010.  If you 
enjoy reading her monthly, visit her 
website, TheInfi niteBee.com, to view 
color photos and read journal entries 
about how Leigh cultivates life with 
Adventures, Homestead Skills, and 
Life Practices.

Mills passes pruning shears to Lakish
The Crestone Eagle would like to welcome Matie Belle Lakish’s new 

gardening column “The Garden Guru” to The Crestone Eagle.
And the Eagle wishes to thank Leigh Mills for her many years on 

writing and sharing her gardening know-how with us. Leigh is devot-
ing more time to her garden writing and in developing her website “The 
Infi nite Bee”. 

Matie Belle says “Leigh has taken us on some wonderful gardening 
adventures over the last fi ve years, and I am deeply grateful. I’ve been 
gardening, in one form or another since I was seven. While I’ve never 
reached the end of amazement about what and how we can learn from 
our Mother, I’m hoping I can share some of what I have learned with lo-
cal gardeners, and hoping to hear other gardeners’ experiences as well.” 

Says Leigh “It has been an honor to write “As the Worm Turns” for 
the last 5 years.  Being the gardening columnist for The Crestone Eagle 
opened many doors—inner and outer—and I have grown from the ex-
perience.  I am blessed to be a part of such a wonderful community and 
newspaper! Thank you, everyone, for the opportunity to share.”

As the Worm Turns
Animal-proofing the garden

Matie Belle Lakish (left) will share her great gardening wisdom with us in her column 
“The Garden Guru”.  Many thanks to Leigh Mills for her 5 years of wonderful gardening 
columns!

The Heyokah Homestead garden—fenced in and fairly safe from most animal intruders.  

Rabbits love gardens! There are quite 
a few wild rabbits in our neighborhood 
since we are without cats at the moment.  
I had to do some major rabbit-proofi ng 
on our garden fence these last two years 
and it seems to be working.   

Domesticated pets help keep garden 
pests at bay.  Dogs and cats can be very 
helpful around the homestead.  Our cats 
kept down the mouse, chipmunk, rabbit, 
and (unfortunately) the bird populations.  
Dogs discourage deer, bears, and other 
animals from coming too close to the 
home and garden area.

256-4252
Terrapin Enterprise, Inc.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured

mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net
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Historic Hotel

Willow Springs (Moffat) - NOW $299,000
Fully restored former historic Forbes Hotel. 
9bd/3BA 3600sf; detached 22x24 studio, 
500ft artesian well. Great business 
potential for B&B, hotel /retreat center.    

Town of Crestone  

332 E. Mica Ave - $449,000
Spectacular Strawbale 3BR/2BA/Office 
custom home w/ enormous chef’s kitchen, 
on North Crestone Creek. Lush, grassy 
yard & trees. Detached 950sf barn could 
be great as enclosed yoga/art studio!    

 

275 W. Iron Ave - $189,000
2 high-quality 1BR/1BA cabins, built in 
2012, in a secluded area of the Town of 
Crestone. Both contain Amish hand crafted 
timber frame trusses, hickory hardwood 
flooring, structural insulated roof panels 
with tongue & groove white pine ceilings.   

315 E. Iron Ave - $150,000
Built in 1951-2,400sf log home on a full 
city block (12 lots) is ready for your TLC. 
Well permit allows irrigation of 1/2 acre & 
watering of domestic animals. Land can 
be divided into 3 additional building sites   

 Baca Meadows

Baca Meadows Townhome #10  $189,000 
Exquisite town house completely 
remodeled in 2008. 1480sf 2-story 
2BD/2BA features redesigned kitchen & 
bathrooms, updated heat & lighting 
systems, beautiful patio. Must see!   

 Baca Grande - Chalets

2795CR Brook Terrace - $499,500
The castle tucked away on a private 
cul-de-sac on 2.765 wooded acres. 3 level 
stone & stucco with views to the sky. Artistic 
with quality & attention to detail. A must see 
home!    

WAS 349,000

Reduced! Was $499,000 

Creekside in Crestone!

   

 

Private

Enchanted Castle

SOLD!

4460C Ridgecrest Way - NOW $375,000
Residential Retreat Complex w/3025sf 
central complex w/Chartres labyrinth as 
the centerpiece. 1000sf 2/1 home; 450sf 
office; 707sf yurt plus grow dome.  A 
beautiful property.      

 Under Contract!

1541 Camino Real-$179,000 
This 1799sf, 3BR/1.75BA home built in 1974 
& w/attached 2 car garage. On 3.25 acres in 
the grants, 188 ft well, septic, elec. baseboard 
heat, wood-stove, composition shingle roof. 
Great opportunity for a fixer-upper   

 

198C Evergreen OL - $159,500
Renovated 3BD/1.75BA 1740sf home on 
.998 acre. Spacious decks w/beautiful 
views. Huge, attached garage w/
woodstove, RV bay, and tons of storage 
space. ETS heat. Many interior updates.     

  

29 Sunset OL - $125,000
2BD/1BA A-Frame 1248sf remodeled w/ 
new kitchen appliances, cabinets, & 
flooring. Option to purchase furnished. 
Propane heat. Wood cathedral ceiling in  
LR. Large loft Ma. Bed. Fenced yard.    

 New Listing

110 Pinewood OL - $75,000
2BD/1BA ~900sf partially furnished 
A-Frame - fantastic opportunity to own a 
house in The Baca Grande at a price rarely 
found! Large wood stove and wall propane 
heater. Cozy w/ extra storage in the peak.    

Commercial Property

46 Camino Baca Grande - $257,000
Six-Unit professional center. 2 story 
structure is ~2600 sf. and conveniently 
located near the entrance to the Baca on a 
nicely treed 1.05 acre lot - plenty of 
parking.     

WAS $669,000

WAS 

HUGE Garage! Professional Building

1967 Rockyview Way - $465,000
Luxurious 3BD/2.75BA/Office/3-car 
Garage 2953sf home sits on 2.374 acres 
& has a 2-room upstairs Master Suite. 
Beautifully landscaped courtyards & 
gardens with custom fence & deck.    

  

786C Panorama Way - $427,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies 2428sf home 
with fabulous gardens sits on 2.14 acres 
w 2-car garage/studio. Exquisite - Must 
See!   

4262C Serene Way - $299,900 
Immaculate 2500sf 5BD/2.75BA 3-level 
home on .98 acres. Custom finishes, fire 
resistant, energy efficient, magnificent 
views, extensive patios. Private. Good 
retreat home.  

3919 Cordial Way - $299,000
Two story, 3BD/2.5BA  ~2400 sf home has a 
walled courtyard & 4 intimate decks w/ great 
views. Southwest style home gracefully 
adorned with fine details and finishes.  

22 Alpine OL - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 2232sf 
home close to town.  Screened porch & 
wrap deck.  Gracious Living with 
exceptional views!    

 

483C Point of Rock OL-$285,000
Built by Teahen Construction. Beautiful 
1745sf 3BD/2BA 2-story contemporary 
home on 1.946 acres.  Attached 2-car 
garage, detached studio. High energy 
efficiency & quality throughout.    

 Indoor Exercise Pool

REDUCED! Was $495,000

Was $459,000

Was $349,000

A lovely sanctuary Was $349,000 

3615CR Splendid Terrace - $275,000
1938sf 3BD/2.5BA, meticulous, 
Southwestern style home with arched 
windows & doorways sits on 1.719 acres.  
400sf detached Casita Apt w/kitchenette & 
full bath.     

149 Moonlight Way - $269,000
Beautiful 3bd/2ba 2118sf home w/ 2 living 
areas - extensively updated & immaculate 
condition. Cathedral ceilings & a wall of glass 
w/ great views. Adjoins greenbelt & creek. 
Great space for entertaining! 

1255C Eagle OL - $267,000
Beautiful 2075sf 2-story home with 
2BD/2BA/Office/Sunroom in a private 
cul-de-sac on 1.766 acres in Chalets 1.  
Dramatic view windows, vaulted ceilings, 
master suite w/soak tub.    

909C Brookview Way - $240,000
Home on 1.12 acres w/ spectacular views at 
top of Baca waiting for the right person to 
complete the vision. 2324sf & designed with 
3bd/2ba. Separate 576sf guest house w/
kitch.   

1216C Chaparral Way - $235,000
Custom built 2005-Teahen home, 1710sf 
2-story, 3bd/2.5b home on 1.132 acres is 
immaculate! Great kitchen, master suite 
w/ elegant master bath. Upstairs sitting 
room, bonus room and balcony.      

 

4454C Ridgecrest Way - $229,000
Beautiful custom 2-story, 3BD/2.5BA/
Office on 1.508 acres backs to 
Cottonwood Creek grnblt. Master Ste w/
attached sun room & meditation room. 
Energy-efficient quality construction.  

  Guest House

WAS $279,000 WAS $297,000

Very Private

 MILLION $ VIEWS!

Reduced! Was $299,000  WAS $245,000

  Great Reduction! Was $259,000

 

397 N Chaparral Way - $219,000
Lee Mitchell Home, 1410sf, 3 bd, 2 ba, 
2-story stucco home has magnificent 
mountain and valley views. Gorgeous Master 
Suite on entire 2nd floor. Private suite is 
complete w/ large closets, master bath. 

1447 Chaparral Way - $199,000
This 1440sf 2bd/2ba home is a complete 
remodel with bamboo flooring, Jenn-Air 
stainless appliances, maple cabinets, granite 
countertops, travertine bathrooms, master 
bath soak tub. Adjacent lot available.    

 

2715C Happy Hollow Way - $189,000 
Nestled in the trees, this 1860sf 
4BD/2BA/2 Living Area home offers great 
retreat and/or income potential. On 1.54 
acres and close to spiritual Centers, very 
secluded. Very versatile home!    

 

3704 Carefree Way - $179,000
Immaculate like new 3 bd/1.75ba,1316sf 
home has wood floors,stucco privacy wall, 
single car garage, beautiful views of the 
mountains.  

 

1479 Badger Rd - $175,000
Custom 3BD/1.75BA home, built in 2004, 
backs to open space. Immaculate 
condition. Beautifully crafted w/diamond 
plastered walls, wood ceilings, wood 
floors, in-floor radiant heat, & wood stove.   

 

1573C Kings Hill OL - $159,000
Light & bright 3bd/2ba, 1480sf, 1.5 level 
stucco with large south facing windows and 
view deck on .84 acres. Easy access off 
paved road. Hot water baseboard heat/
passive solar. New roof.    

Reduced! - Was $212,000 Reduced! Was $209,000 WAS $195,000  

Was $169,000

 

 

3732C Cordial Way - $159,000
Private & unique hexagonal 2 bd, 1.75 ba 
home on 1.36 treed acres. Separate 384sf. 
building incl.  heated & finished office & 
workshop/storage area. Great views, wrap 
around deck.    

2776 N. Carefree Way - $133,000
 2-story, 2BD/1BA 1338sf wood & stone 
home set in the trees high in Chalet II.  
Great mountain & valley views, close to 
retreat centers.  A cozy mountain feel, very 
private & quiet. Unfinished master bath.  

36 Camino Baca Grande - $98,000
This lovely chalet style home with soaring 
windows and high ceilings has 3bd/1.75ba, a 
loft sitting area and attached sunroom. Wood 
fireplace, Toyostove heater.  

 Baca Grande - Grants

499C Willow Trail - $349,000
A unique & rare find! ~3900sf with 4bd/3ba/
office/sunroom + attached greenhouse. 20+ 
acres. Tall trees. Private, long cul de sac & 
backs to Conservation Easement, offering 
extreme privacy. Well water.   

  

765CRR Heatherbrae Rd - $295,000
Off-Grid - Exquisite, custom 2- story 
traditional home located on 11.94 acres 
offering amazing views and lots of privacy.  
Bonus attached garage with an upstairs 
studio apartment.  Solar electric & well water.    

 

1234 Laredo Trail - $265,000 
This strawbale 1831sf 3bd/2ba home with 
detached studio on 1.86 acres has 
magnificent views & fine finishes, an open 
floor plan, a Ma. Ste w/ soak tub, deck 
with bamboo fencing and plenty of privacy.    

Was $169,000

Separate Office/Workshop WAS $139,000  

Was $115,000 Grants in Trees

20 + acres!
11.94 Acres + Garage/Apt!

Reduced! Was $355,000

 

1564 Wagon Wheel Road - $229,000
A 2,192sf beautiful single level ranch style 
home built in 1997 on 1.66 acres. 3bd/2ba, 
great room, living room & 2 car attached 
garage. Well and septic. Great value!   

 

3356C Camino Del Rey - $199,000
2 story, 1981sf,  2bd/1.75ba home w/passive 
solar sunroom - great views on .864 acres .  
Master suite w/clawfoot tub, pine floors, pellet 
stove. Propane heat, great appliances.   

1472 Spanish Creek Trail - $75,000
Beautiful, artistic strawbale home on 2+ 
acres, under construction-lots of potential. 
1206sf home + walkout basement, Marvin 
double pane windows, woodstove, well & 
septic. Finished, lovely home or retreat!   

 

Was $249,000

WAS $210,000

 

Let us help you Spring forward 
into your new home today!

719.256.4198 
Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

 719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker

MAR 2015 Listings

WAS WAS WAS 

UNDER CONTRACT!

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT!

UNDER CONTRACT!

UNDER CONTRACT!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
mailto:Darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com
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by Dorje Root
First and foremost, Sagebrush, 

although commonly called Sage, is not 
the same plant, or even in the same 
plant family as Garden Sage (the 
one used in cooking turkeys).  I have 
heard some really bad stories about 
people who got the two mixed up.  Gar-
den Sage (Salvia) is in the mint fam-
ily.  White Sage (commonly used as 
smudge) is in the same family.  Howev-
er the sagebrushes (and I lump them 
all under that name to distinguish 
them from the mint family sages) are 
in the composite family, and are also 
used as smudge.  This instance alone is 
why it’s a good idea to learn the botani-
cal names of plants!  I hope this clears 
up more confusion than it causes!

Artemisia tridentata is tech-
nically the sagebrush—growing in 
bushes with gray green leaves and a 
pungent smell, and it is one of the few 
bushes left in the desert after the cat-
tle have grazed everything else.  Ar-
temisia frigida is also known as Sil-
ver Sage or Fringed Sage.  All three 
species have been used for smudge (a 
process of clearing negative energy 
using smoldering dried herbs) and 
making smudge sticks.  The Lakotas 
use a strong Sagebrush tea for clean-
ing and purifying the fl oor of a cer-

emonial space, and also use the leafy 
stalks of the non-bush sagebrushes 
on the fl oor of a sweatlodge.  The 
leaves are antibacterial and antifun-
gal, and so would clean on a physical 
level as well as energetic.  

The tea used as an external 
wash is also helpful for any kind of 
skin infection.  It can also be used 
powdered for diaper rash, or in a 
salve for bacterial or fungal infections 
of the skin.  Internally, Sagebrush 
has been taken as a tea for colds and 
fl us, or to clear certain parasites.  The 
tea is very strong tasting (especially 
A. tridentata) and should not be used 
in pregnancy.

In addition to its medicinal 
and ceremonial uses, Sagebrush also 
makes a beautiful yellow-green or 
gold dye for wool.  And last (for this 
article) but not least, our sagebrushes 
are a big part of that utterly intoxicat-
ing smell that occurs here after a rain!

Dorje Root is an herbalist and 
natural healer, also working with 
Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive En-
ergy Healing and ‘The Journey’ cel-
lular healing.  For an appointment 
call 719-937-7786 or visit www.root-
sofhealing.com.

We have some training opportunities to report.  The Baca Fire Dept., 
through the POA, is hosting the 130/190 Wildland Firefi ghting course at 
the Baca Firehouse, April 13-17.  We are also hosting the Wildland Re-
fresher for all fi refi ghters already having a 130/190 certifi cation.  The pack 
test for Red Card Qualifi cation will also be provided.  

We want to thank Peter May and Frederick Dunnets for their time 
in putting this on. They have the qualifi cations necessary to make this of-
fi cial, and we would expect to have six Red Card carriers on the BGVFD.  

We will continue our training with the Northern Saguache County 
Fire Protection District (NSCFPD). Topics include emergency extrication 
of occupants in motor vehicle accidents, a Wildland Refresher, Incident 
Command, Fire Self Contained Breathing Apparatus (SCBA), Search and 
Rescue, and Structure Fire Decision-making.  Thanks to Wes Moores, 
NCFPD Chief, for always including us.  These opportunities to train with 
our Mutual Aid (MA) partners have great value. They streamline our pre-
paredness for incident response in our community and out in the valley.  

We are asking the community at large to be involved in a Community 
Emergency Response  Team (CERT). CERT is very helpful in traffi c control 
during emergencies.  There used to be more participants.  Next month we 
will give information on how to become involved.  

Spring approaches and the change to standard time is a traditional 
time to check your smoke alarms and CO detectors.  

We provide burn site inspections.  Please contact the Baca Fire Dept. 
to schedule yours.  POA Fire Admin. Offi ce is 719-256-4171 x15, or the 
Baca Firehouse is 719-256-4781.  

Remember: for all emergencies please dial 911.  
We have a mitigation grant proposal going to the Saguache County 

Commissioners to continue the effort to protect the community.  
At this time we would like to remember Mary Palermo who passed 

this February, and Vince Palermo, her life’s partner, who is gentle in his 
grief.  Mary and Vince worked for this community on a number of impor-
tant issues, volunteering huge amounts of their precious time for us and 
you.  Thanks Vince, thanks Mary.   

S M O K E  C O L U M NCommunity information from 
the Baca Grande Volunteer Fire Department

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root
Sagebrush 
(Artemisia tridentata, A. frigida, A. ludoviciana)

Artemisia ludoviciana.

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Open 10am-10pm,  Lap Swim 9am-10am,  Closed Thursdays
Phone:    719-378-2807
Address :1991 Co.  Rd.  63 ,  Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

Lap Swimming 9am-10am  Open Swim 10am-10pm-Regular Hours begin March 1st

http://www.root-sofhealing.com
http://www.root-sofhealing.com
http://www.root-sofhealing.com
mailto:sdossenback@gmail.com
http://www.s
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Elegant layout, great location256.5800

Picture Your New Life

www.SangreD.com

Make it a Reality

719.256.5800

When you decide to sell or buy 
your home, you want the best 
representation: an agent with 
experience, an agent who will 
listen, and most of all, an agent 
who will help you to get the best 
price possible for your home 
as quickly and painlessly as 
possible.

I opened Sangre de Cristo Real 
Estate with the intent to deliver 
a high level of service to this 
unique and special market.  By 
combining business acumen 
with sensitive awareness of 
human factors, I offer my 
clients guidance that is both 
practical and heartfelt. I take 
pride in offering fresh ideas, an 
informed knowledge of value 
in our community, and a sales 
agenda that emphasizes service 
to clients and collaboration with 
other real estate professionals 
to the highest benefit of my 
clients.

My job is to assure that all of 
the mechanisms of the market 
are at your service. Clients 
come first at SangreD!   

Great Value

Privacy & Views

Must See Insi
de

Cul de Sac Privacy

Near trails, fabulous views, $299,000 
call 256-5800 for showing

Great 
oppor

tunity
 near

 town
,

 $98,50
0 Call to

 see

Cozy, solar, nestl
ed in trees

schedule a viewing

On 3 acres,

great st
udio/pra

ctice sp
aces

1,200 sf garage on greenbelt.  
Under contract

My Home

My New Life

1,200 sf garage on greenbelt.  

come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   come first at SangreD!   

Beautiful Setting

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.SangreD.com


The Crestone Eagle • March, 2015 • Page B-9 

Great Sand Dunes National Park 
sees increased funds
President’s budget requests $3 billion 
for the National Park Service in 2016

The President’s Fiscal Year 
2016 budget request—the cen-
tennial year of the National Park 
Service—includes $3 billion for 
the bureau’s critical conservation, 
preservation, and recreation mis-
sion. The budget boosts the Na-
tional Park Service’s essential pro-
grams and operational needs by 
$432.9 million. 

The budget makes investments 
to launch a historic effort during the 
100th anniversary of the National 
Park Service to celebrate and re-
vitalize national parks and public 
lands, and connect a new generation 
to the great outdoors. The Centenni-
al Initiative includes discretionary 
increases of $326.3 million, includ-
ing $8 million to restore seasonal 
capacity—putting hundreds more 
rangers on the ground to support in-
terpretation, law enforcement, and 
facility operations.

“The Centennial Initiative is 
signifi cant to Great Sand Dunes 
and other parks around the country 
because it prepares us to welcome 
a new generation of park visitors, 
supporters and advocates experi-
encing national parks”, states Su-
perintendent Lisa Carrico. “It is 
the blueprint for how we connect 
with and create the next genera-
tion of park visitors, supporters 
and advocates.”

Great Sand Dunes is looking 
at a 2016 budget of $2.335 million, 
an increase from the current $2.304 
million operating budget in 2015. 
An increase in funds would allow 
Great Sand Dunes to participate 
in creative initiatives to enhance 
visitor services, engage youth, 
complete deferred maintenance 
projects, and complete a signature 
Centennial project in collaboration 

with community partners. Great 
Sand Dunes will begin to develop 
their Centennial strategy in 2015, 
in cooperation with local stakehold-
ers, school groups, youth organiza-
tions, and other interested partners 
to commemorate the National Park 
Service and celebrate the protection 
of Great Sand Dunes. 

The President’s NPS budget 
also proposes $20 million to in-
crease youth engagement in our 
parks; $13.5 million to support new 
parks and critical responsibilities; 
and $2 million to provide volunteer 
coordinators. Of the $326.3 million 
increase requested for the Centen-
nial Initiative, $242.8 million is re-
quested across the operations and 
construction accounts to restore 
and maintain all 6,735 highest 
priority non-transportation assets 
in good condition over 10 years, in 
combination with a mandatory pro-
posal to provide $300 million annu-
ally over three years for deferred 
maintenance projects. 

In addition, it proposes funds 
to celebrate civil rights in America 
through targeted investments to 
highlight the struggle undertaken 
by Americans to secure civil rights 
and liberties—actions that in-
spired many groups in America and 
around the world to continue their 
pursuit for civil rights equality. 

Finally, the Centennial Ini-
tiative includes a discretionary in-
crease of $40 million to provide the 
federal match for NPS Centennial 
Challenge projects and programs at 
national parks, to catalyze creative 
initiatives to improve visitor ser-
vices, support outreach to new audi-
ences, and leverage partnerships to 
reinvigorate the parks while forging 
connections with communities.

Call us for ALL your  
building needs!

SHOP LOCALLY!
INSULATION
HARDWARE

PAINT
ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • poncha springs, CO 81242

Gray & Hooker

voyage of exploration in tropical 
South America.  His discoveries 
and writings based on that voyage 
established the new fi eld of plant 
geography.  

Humboldt’s ideas strongly 
infl uenced Charles Darwin, who 
had fi ve of Humboldt’s books in 
his library of 136 volumes on the 
Beagle.  Darwin’s (and Wallace’s) 
theory of natural selection pro-
vided the mechanism that could 
explain the riddle of relationships 
among fl oras, how closely related 
plant species in different locations 
could have evolved from a common 
ancestor.  Thus, Hooker and Gray, 
both avid Darwinists, puzzled over 
the relationships of this enigmatic 
mountain fl ora.  

When the expedition was 
over, they wrote an analysis of 
their collections for the Bulletin 
of the Geological Survey. They at-
tempted to compare the major fl o-
ras of North America, including the 
Rocky Mountain alpine fl ora, with 
other regions and also considering 
the last 60 million years of geologi-
cal history.  

It is not certain that Gray was 
much involved in the collection of 
plants, certainly Hooker was quite 
astonished to fi nd an Asian con-
nection (from the Altai Mountains) 
very different from the east Asian 
connection with the Atlantic coast 
fl ora in the United States.  The Al-
tai is a range of mountains north 
of Tibet, in Central Asia.  Thus, he 
saw a particular Asian connection 
with the alpine fl ora of the south-
ern Rocky Mountains.  Hooker 
probably found a sympathetic re-
sponse to these views from Stra-
chey, who knew the Himalayan fl o-
ra well.  Hooker’s conclusions were 
not included in their joint paper, 
and they would’ve been lost to his-
tory if not for the work of a remark-
able American botanist.  

William Weber (born 1918) 
grew up in New York City, fasci-
nated by the natural history of the 
region.  During the depression, he 
took advantage of educational op-
portunities offered by Iowa State 
University in Ames, receiving his 
B.S., M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in 
Botany (1937-1945).  He became 
well-acquainted with the fl ora of 
the United States, especially Colo-
rado, and moved to the University 

of Colorado in Boulder, in 1946.  He 
is still there as an emeritus profes-
sor, 68 years later.  

Over that time, he learned 
and wrote about the local fl ora and 
made the herbarium an important 
research facility.  It was his discov-
ery of the richness and beauty of 
lichens in 1951 that awakened his 
interest in the Asian connection.  
He found many examples among 
the lichens of these two regions.  
To fi ll in the details, he travelled to 
many alpine regions of the world, 
including central Asia, and visited 
researchers and herbaria.  

He summarized over 50 years 
of research on the Asia question in 
a long article (Weber, William A.  
2005.  “The middle Asian element in 
the southern Rocky Mountain Flora 
of the Western United States: a crit-
ical biogeographical review”. Jour-
nal of Biogeography 30:649-685).  

Crestone and the Baca had a 
strong Weber connection for many 
years through the presence of Jim 
Erdman.  Jim was a retired bota-
nist with the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey; Weber was his Ph.D. mentor at 
the University of Colorado.  Anyone 
who uses a contemporary guide to 
local plants in the San Luis Valley, 
or elsewhere in Colorado, indirect-
ly receives a Weber infl uence; he is 
the expert on local plants.     

It seems appropriate to share 
this story of the scientifi c link 
between the plants of the high 
peaks of the Sangres with those of 
Central Asia, as we live in a com-
munity with similar connections, 
cultural and spiritual, to Asia as 
well.   

The voyage and the legacies 
of many of the people in the photo-
graph—mentioned in this article—
are commemorated in the names 
of peaks in the Rockies and Sierra 
Nevada:

Mount Hooker (Wind river 
Range, Wyoming, 12,509’); Gray’s 
Peak (Front Range, Colorado 
14,278’); Hayden Peak (near Aspen, 
Colorado, 13,561’); Mount Jack-
son (Northern Sawatch, Colorado, 
13,676’); Humboldt Peak (Sangres, 
Colorado, 14,070’); Mount Dar-
win (Sierra Nevada, California, 
13,837’); Mount Lamborn (San Ju-
ans, Colorado, 11,402’); and Mount 
Stevenson (Yellowstone National  
Park, Wyoming, 10,230’). 

David Lee is a botany profes-
sor retired from Florida Interna-
tional University, known for his 
work on the function of plant color.

continued from page B-1

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

TIN MAN SERVICES
Prompt
Reliable

Affordable
Fun!

PatrickMountain

PLAN AHEAD!
Book Now

719-429-5458
Supporting And Sustaining Our Community Is Our #1 Priority

Founding Partners Of

Repair ~ Installation ~ Maintenance ~ Building

Please donate to 
Pet Partners for the 

health of our
community’s pets.

http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
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by Ed Lyell
The US has a “justice” sys-

tem that is unfair and exploita-
tive of middle class taxpayers, 
while increasing the wealth of the 
rich. It starts with who is arrested 
and why. It includes a bail process 
that bankrupts the working class, 
while enhancing the wealthy and 
connected. It includes the jury 
system that extracts time and 
lost income from thousands while 
making money for jury special-
ists, investigators, and lawyers. 
The way that trials are conducted 
often makes victims re-live bad 
experiences and stretches over so 
many years that memories are all 
but useless. The only winners are 
the lawyers and judges who make 
a lot of money with multiple lay-
ers of trials and long delays. The 
death penalty attracts a lot of at-
tention and costs millions of tax 
payer dollars while not slowing 
crime; it just lengthens the pain 
for criminals and their victims. 
Prison with no chance of parole 
victimizes taxpayers costing mon-
ey that could be sending scores of 
others to university. 

About $70 billion dollars are 
spent on corrections yearly and 
prisons and jails consume a grow-
ing portion of the nearly $200 bil-
lion we spend annually on public 
safety. Why is it that the USA 
has over 800 prisoners for each 

100,000 people, 7 times the rate 
of all other developed nations? 
We have more people in prison, 
adjusted for population, than the 
Russian dictator Stalin with his 
Siberian Gulags. Do we run our 
justice system for justice, or for 
the greed of those making money 
from the current system? 

It also seems that our jus-
tice system is highly prejudiced. If 
you are a person of color and rob 
a neighborhood convenience store 
you are more likely to be caught, 
tried and jailed for the $100 dol-
lars stolen than if you are a 
wealthy white investment banker 
who ripped off thousands of peo-
ple for billions of dollars. FBI data 
shows that blacks are arrested 10 
times more than whites in over 
70 cities. From 1980 to 2008, the 
number of people incarcerated in 
America quadrupled—from rough-
ly 500,000 to 2.3 million people 
today. The US is 5% of the world 
population and has 25% of world 
prisoners. Combining the number 
of people in prison and jail with 
those under parole or probation 
supervision, 1 in every 31 adults, 
or 3.2% of the population is under 
some form of correctional control. 

Together, African Americans 
and Hispanics comprised 58% of 
all prisoners in 2008, even though 
they only make up approximately 
one quarter of the US population. 

About 14 million whites and 2.6 
million African Americans report 
using an illicit drug and 5 times 
as many whites are using drugs 
as African Americans, yet Afri-
can Americans are sent to prison 
for drug offenses at 10 times the 
rate of whites. African Americans 
represent 12% of the total popu-
lation of drug users, and 38% of 
those arrested for drug offens-
es, yet are 59% of those in state 
prison. Is America again a racist 
nation as 150 years ago with slav-
ery? By having millions in prison, 
required to work for less than a 
dollar a day for large US corpora-
tions, we have not abolished slav-
ery, just transferred it into the 
prisons. (NAACP)

These are troubling facts to 
me. Yet if we follow the money we 
see who wins. 

Lawyers, police, for-profi t 
prison owners and guards all make 
money from the current system. 
There are 15,000 bail bond agents 
working in the United States, 
writing bonds for about $14 bil-
lion annually. Bail bond compa-
nies take billions from low-income 
people with no gain in terms of 
public safety. Backed by multibil-
lion dollar banks and insurance 
giants, the for-profi t bail bonding 
industry maintains its hold in the 
pretrial system through political 
infl uence. 

Most states now spend more 

money for prison than for univer-
sities, whereas in 1960 it was 3 
times more for college compared 
to prisons. The US jury system 
imposes hardship and costs on 
the jurors. They are seldom real 
peers, since the demographics 
seldom match the accused. We 
should make the courts or losers 
in civil suits pay jurors their ac-
tual daily wages, even if hundreds 
per day. We should also not let 
lawyers chose jurors but assign 
them quickly and randomly. 

States pay $134,000 per year 
to incarcerate just one child. Yet 
we say we have no money for early 
childhood that saves $7 for every 
dollar spent in terms of the life-
time cost per youth. 

Yet not even state legisla-
tors can discover the cost of trials, 
death penalty prosecution, or any 
other court-mandated activities. 
We need a transparent economic 
analysis prior to trials and not 
waste money on big trials that 
are more for the ego of the players 
than justice for victims. Instead, 
we make everyone relive the terri-
ble events while the accused have 
the opportunity to further terror-
ize a community, like the current 
Aurora theatre trial. 

Colorado, like other states, 
needs to stop spending so much on 
an unjust justice system, prisons, 
and the cost of long trials so that 
we can better invest in our chil-
dren and prevent future crime by 
giving poor children an opportu-
nity for real success. 

Ed Lyell, PhD., Professor of
Business and Economics, 
Adams State University 
email: edlyell@amigo.net 
Facebook: dredlyell

In Search of Economic Reality

America’s expensive & unjust justice system

HOME OF THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

The Shangrilah
family extends 

its sincere
gratitude for 
the years of 
continued

support of the
greater

Crestone
community.

www.shangrilahstove.com
nathan@ shangrilahstove.com

Call Nathan or David
256-4768

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:edlyell@amigo.net
http://www.shangrilahstove.com
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by Suzanne McGregor
March 8 is International 

Women’s Day, and the library 
would like to honor those women 

who made signifi cant contribu-
tions around the world in the are-
as of economics, politics, science, 
technology and social issues.  We 
will display information on wom-
en who made a difference, with 
relevant books, videos and his-
torical information.  

One of our favorite success 
stories is that of Ada Lovelace 
(1815-1852), daughter of the 
poet Lord Byron and Lady By-
ron.  Abandoned by her father 
(he had wanted a son instead of 
a daughter), her mother wished 

her daughter to be unlike her 
poetical father, and she saw to 
it that Ada received tutoring in 
mathematics and music, as dis-
ciplines to counter “dangerous 
poetic tendencies.”  In Ada’s cho-
sen field of science and technol-
ogy, she became a great success 
as founder of computer technol-
ogy and the first computer pro-
grammer.  We invite you to come 
in and discover other histories 
of women and their fascinating 
achievements.

The library would like 

to extend much appreciation 
and gratitude to Tom Hart, lo-
cal resident, sculptor, historian 
and scholar, for the donation of 
his exquisite bronze sculpture, 
Trackers, to the library.  This 
beautiful piece fits in perfectly 
with the rich western history 
of our area and will be a show-
case in the library for years and 
years to come. The staff and pa-
trons are honored by this gift.

Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm

L O C A L  L O D G I N G
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

Tashi  Gomang Ret r ea ts
Wilderness Cabins and Retreat Residence 

on Sacred Land near the Tashi Gomang Stupa
in Crestone Colorado

719.256.5933 or 4282  /  www.KTTG.org
  

 CRESTONE, COLORADO WWW.CRESTONESTRAWBALERENTAL.COM

LUXURIOUS INTERIOR • BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPING• PANORAMIC VIEWS

EXQUISITE STRAW BALE RENTAL

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

Walking distance to town

Crestone’s
Heart-Core B&B

Flexible Accommodations

719.256.4768
www.airbnb.com
or on Facebook

• Reasonable nightly and weekly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free

719-256-5788
www.casadelsoul.net

Casa del Soul
Downtown
Crestone
Lodging

Welcome 
Baca Townhouse No. 9

             Two . Two . Two
Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests

In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$70 each bedroom each night

Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage

Or an easy walk into Crestone    
Mark Wingard, 505.983.1343

 505.670.0126 (cell)
Advanced Reservations a Must

mswingard@gmail.com
http://www.bacatownhouse.com/

...

Adjacent to
the UFO Watchtower

Pet friendly

$75 for 1, $85 for 2
(in the same room)

GG’s Bed and Breakfast

Call for reservations
805-886-6959

H a r m o n i c  R e t r e a t 
&

R e n t a l  S p a c e s !
Nightly, weekly, monthly,
short term & long term

Call Electrum for availability
719.588.2114

globalspirit13@gmail.com

  Nestled in the woods you can

Advertise your 
Accommodations

to attract more guests

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.KTTG.org
mailto:collcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.collhouse.com
http://www.airbnb.com
http://www.casadelsoul.net
mailto:mswingard@gmail.com
http://www.bacatownhouse.com/
mailto:globalspirit13@gmail.com
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by Kizzen Laki
Springtime, snowmelt and 

mud—lots and lots of mud— in-
spire me to tell this back country 
mud story.

If you go visit Twin Lakes 
in Colorado these days, you’ll see 
an electrical generating plant 
there.  In the 1970s, a reservoir 
was built several miles above the 
lake to generate electricity.  When 
this project was proposed, there 
was a big controversy in Lake 
County.  The old Twin Lakes were 
made deeper, and the government 
force-purchased numerous fi shing 
cabins and homes along the lake.  
Old cabins were auctioned off and 
hauled to Buena Vista and Lead-
ville.  Progress had come to this 
high mountain lake.

In 1974 we were a young fami-
ly living “back to the land” in a clus-
ter of old primitive cabins in Chalk 
Creek Canyon about 10 miles up 
from Nathrop, 10 miles down from 
St. Elmo. Hauling water, chopping 
wood.  Living in a beautiful place—
but very close to the bone.

The land where the new res-
ervoir was to be built needed to be 
cleared.  It was at about 10,000’ 
and covered mostly with lodgepole 
pine. Hundreds of acres of forest.  
The word went out, people could 
get permits and come harvest the 
trees.  We jumped on it. Always 
looking for ways to make a dollar, 
we took our old 1952 fl at bed Chevy 
truck and started cutting and haul-
ing.  We’d load the truck up with 
lodgepole, bring it home to the 
cabin and, using a draw knife, peel 
off the bark.  Have you ever hand 
peeled logs?   Hard work, but you 
do get nice big pecs.  We had a man 
who would buy all the peeled logs 
we could bring him.  He was selling 
them as posts and rail fences along 
the Front Range and up in the de-
veloping areas of Vail and Brecken-
ridge.  I think he was a lot smarter 
than us.

We would spend the day cut-
ting and stacking the logs in the 
shadow of Mt. Elbert, bring a picnic 
lunch and our baby girl. We would 
cut more than we could haul in 
one trip and when the fi rst snows 
of winter arrived early we had to 
leave a big stash of logs buried un-
der the snow to wait until spring.

Spring of 1975 came, sorta, 
like it does in March in the high 
country.  We’d been waiting for an 
opportunity to go get our logs be-
fore someone else hauled them off.  
There was still quite a bit of snow 
on the ground, but it was melting in 
the open areas and the roads were 
clear.  Husband Earl and I with 
our 9-month-old daughter reached 
our cutting area a few miles above 
Twin Lakes. We could see that the 
meadow rising to the trees was 
clear, but spongy wet.  Snow still 
hung in the trees and little rivulets 
of snowmelt trickled through the 
meadow.  Our old tracks were vis-
ible and clear, a little muddy, but 
clear enough.  Famous last words: 
“it doesn’t look too bad.”

We started up the track. The 
closer to our wood stash we got, the 
worse the mud got.  More famous 
words: “let’s stop here” I said “and 
carry the logs out to the truck”.  
Seemed like a smart move to me. 
“Let’s try to get closer to the pile,” 
he said, gunning it through the 
mud.  And then we sank.  Axle 
deep. All four wheels. Back and 
forth he rocked that truck—dig-
ging us deeper.  Mud fl ying out in 
plumes as the wheels spun. Water 
was pouring in from the rivulets. 
We were at least smart enough to 
bring a shovel and tried channel-
ling it away.  Didn’t really mat-
ter—the mud was like quicksand.  
Earl tried laying logs of lodge pole 
in the mud—they sank.  We added 
more, gained a few inches, slipped 
off of them, and sank.  I pushed, 
slipping, unable to gain ground. He 
broke the shovel.

We had gotten there around 
noon when the cool sun was  high.  
We’d spent hours trying to dig out.  
And no one, all afternoon, had 
driven down the forest road about 
1/4 mile away, and even if they 
had, they would never hear us yell 
for help.  “Let’s leave and walk for 
help,” I said, several times.  “No, 
gotta try this, gonna try that” he 
said. The sun was starting to head 
behind Mt. Elbert and the tem-
perature was dropping and I was 
wet to my thighs in mud.  Food 
was gone. It was probably 4 miles 
to the nearest anybody.  I grabbed 
my daughter, bundled her up in a 
blanket and headed for the road—
soaked boots squishing mud.  Earl 
could sleep in the cold stuck truck 
if he wanted to, but my daughter 
and I weren’t.  Finally, he reluc-
tantly started to follow.  I had just 
reached the forest road when here 
came a pickup truck. The only one 
of the day, probably the only one of 
the week. I waved them to a stop.  
Everyone stops for a woman with 
a baby.

I explained the sticky situa-
tion while my husband caught up.  
They were local cowboys, looking 
up the muddy track and shaking 
their heads—muttering about how 

they wouldn’t have driven into that 
mud hole and me rolling my eyes 
at Earl in that “I told you so” way 
that women have.  They backed 
up their big truck as close as they 
dared.  Using their tow chains and 
ours we managed to bridge the 
mud. Low gear and trucks buck-
ing like broncos, they pulled until 
the sucking mud broke its grip and 
we landed on solid ground.  They 
were my heroes.  Wish I had had 
a beer to give them.  Instead we 
gave them our deep gratitude and 
a good story about “fool hippies” 
to tell. They were proud of them-
selves and their truck.  We were 
all happy.

The sun sank behind the tall-
est mountain in Colorado while 
we drove down off the mesa.  Mud 
fl ying off the undercarriage of the 
truck all the way down to Buena 
Vista.  A few weeks later, Earl went 
with a buddy and got the logs.   And 
he and his buddy peeled those logs.  
When I’m done, I’m done.   I went 
and got a real job. The moral of this 
story? When you are about to drive 
into a mud hole miles back into the 
wilds, listen to that small voice of 
wisdom that says  . . . . what does it 
say?  It says “STOP!”.

Mountain Mamas  
    Tell Tall Tales

Chalk Creek Stories
Mud season

Earl, Kizzen and baby Nakia with Chica Burro, 1974.

WOODMAN DESIGN
Time to 
   • remodel the bath?
   • add another bedroom?
   • make a landscape plan?
   • plan your dream home?

    Home design in the 
    Moffat/Crestone/Baca 
    area for 25 years; 
    local references.

    Janet Woodman
    719-937-3767 
    woodmandesign@fairpoint.net

mailto:woodmandesign@fairpoint.net


Houses & Property for Sale
New Home for YOU

Chalet I home, 3bd/2b, detached 
garage/workshop, grow-dome, 
propane heat, wood-stove, decks. 
Circular driveway/quiet cul-
de-sac. Two extra lots, tap fee 
paid. Motivated seller, all offers 
considered. $129,900,719-256-4016

GRANTS LOT 495 FOR SALE
Grants Lot: 4.5 acres +/ Off the 
grid. On NW corner of Camino Real 
and Camino Del Rey. Owner will 
hold mortgage with down payment. 
Motivated seller. 256 5110

Houses for Rent
Chalet I For Rent

Chalet 1, spacious single story 
home on large property. 3/2, 
vaulted ceilings, fi replace, newly 
painted, avail. now. $800 month, 
+ last month and security deposit. 
non smokers, no growers, small pet 
considered. 719 256 5110

Saguache-2 to 3 bdrm Victorian 
across from Park

Saguache-AVAIL. MAY 1: 2 bdrm 
1 ba 1500 sf updated beautiful 
Victorian across Hwy. 285 from 
Park. Adjoining passive solar south-
facing possible 3rd bdrm w/ 1/2 
bath and outside entrance-Perfect 
for studio/gallery/offi ce/bodyworker 
space. W/D, no smoking, pet 
considered. $750/mo. incl util. + 
deposit 719.221.8434 or 8433

Chalet I – 3BR/2BA
Chalet 1. 3 BR, 2 BA, 1600 
SF,  storage shed, wood stove,  
ETS,  large deck, W/D.  No 
pets.  12 month lease.  $750/month 
plus utilities.  719-937-7786, 
photos:  http://www.crestonegenie.
com/houses-for-rent.html

Furnished Log Cabin Studio
Short or Long Term, lots of storage, 
pet OK, walk in closet, fully 
furnished. Pics/details/contact info
www.thelongandshortofrenting.
com 505 728 0244

2BR/2BA Beautifully Furnished 
Grants Home

Stunning Views, ETS, fenced 
pet play area, well water, Pics/
details/contact info www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com click 
on 2BR/2BA Grants Home, 505 728 
0244

Furnished 2BR 1.5BA Off Grid Home
Available May 1, Long or Short Term 
for details: www.thelongandshort
ofrenting.com 505 728 0244

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent
Saguache-Newly remodeled Studio 

Apt.
Saguache-AVAIL. MAY 1: Charming, 
well-appointed 600 sf studio apt. 
Brand New interior! On quiet 
street, large yard, space for garden. 
W/D hook-ups. Separate storage 
bldg. $575/mo. incl util. + deposit 
719.221.8434 or 8433

Downtown Crestone Lodging
Casa del Soul–Downtown 1 & 2 
bedroom fully furnished suites with 
full kitchens, wifi , Direct TV, pet 
friendly. Smoke free property. Nightly 
& weekly rates. (719) 256-5788

House Rental Wanted
Family seeking 2-3 Bedroom

Family seeking 2-3 bedroom rental 
while we build in the Grants, to move 
in by March 1st. Will pay up to 6 
months in advance for right home. 
We have 1 well behaved 6 pound 
dog. 720-938-4258 alexisallison1@
hotmail.com 

SAGUACHE COUNTY SNOW REMOVAL POLICY
Effective February 3, 2015
Removal of snow during periods of inclement weather will be done ac-

cording the following priorities:
1.  Emergencies that endanger human life requested through the         
     Saguache County Sheriff ’s offi ce.
2.   School bus routes as designated by the appropriate school district.
3.   Mail carrier routes.
4.   Other County roads designated by the Board of Commissioners to 

remain open during the Winter months.  
It is the policy of Saguache County to remove snow from roadway sur-

faces only when average snow accumulation exceed 1(one) inch on paved (as-
phalt) surfaces and 3(three) inches on unpaved roads.  Since it is impossible 
to monitor all areas within the County and snowfall can vary considerably 
from area to area it is possible that some locations will have deeper snow 
than the minimums before plowing begins.  

Sand will usually only be applied at or near intersection, on extreme 
grades and along sharp bends on paved roads.   Sanding equipment is not 
assigned to all areas and in some cases must be brought in from other areas 
of the County.  In most cases this cannot be done until conditions permit 
which will usually mean in most cases no sanding will be done until the 
storm abates and the snow removing/sanding equipment has completed its 
removal responsibilities in its area.

Removal of snow deposited on private approaches during removal op-
erations from the County Road is the responsibility of the approach owner.  
Damage to mailboxes and other structures adjacent to the plowed surface 
are the owner’s responsibility.  The County will not repair mailboxes and 
other structures damaged during snow removal operations that are located 
on the right-of-way.

Because of safety and budget considerations, plowing will not be done 
throughout the night as a routine part of our plowing operations.  

Plow operators are directed that the fi rst priority is to get the roads 
cleared as safely and effi ciently as possible.  Operators are authorized to 
stop and assist disabled or stuck vehicles only if it is necessary to clear 
the roadway or if life or health is in danger.  Requests for assistance from 
stranded vehicles not involving an emergency will be relayed into the Sher-
iff ’s offi ce for disposition.

Individual operators have been authorized; if all their assigned roads 
are clear; to assist the elderly, disabled, and livestock owners with snow 
removal operation only with approval from the Road & Bridge Supervisor 
and/or the Board of County Commissioners.  Likewise they can remove snow 
from community streets if all their other work has been completed.  In no 
case will the operator accept remuneration, other than normal wages from 
Saguache county, for the work nor will he work more than a 12 hour shift 
without authorization.    Snow removal work off the designated County snow 
routes will be billed at the rate of $110/hr. unless waived by the Board of 
County Commissioners.  This may include emergency removal of snow on 
the Non-County maintained system.

Randal Arredondo, Road & Bridge Supervisor

Call for a showing of this spacious Southwest-style 
home located on the Willow Creek greenbelt near the 
stables.  The gracious floor plan offers many possibilities 
with a large 500 square-foot private master with views 
and screen porch, a living area featuring dramatic high 
ceilings and arched windows, an open kitchen/dining 
area, and three additional bedrooms privately located 
down a passive solar breezeway.  This home boasts 
mountain and valley views, is desirably situated on 3.16 
acres, near a paved road, and is five
minutes to town. It is well-suited for many
lifestyles with its varied possibilities for
office space, studio, income, and living.
So much to offer.  Was $319,000, now
$279,000!  Great Value!  Contact Vivia
to view:  (719) 480-9384-cell

Contact Vivia Lawson for further information

FOR SALE
1454 Wagon Wheel

Crestone

$319,000

$279,000
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online 

within 2 business days.

For Sale!
T he  E a gle  wa nt s  You !

Your Love of the Valley
Your Vision
Your Ideas
Your Innovations
Your Energy
Your Future!!

Please direct all inquiries to our broker,
Vivia Lawson:  (719) 256-5800  

Please do not contact the Eagle offices.  
All inquiries will be mutually confidential.

After 25 great years, it is time to retire,  and, yes, The Crestone 
Eagle is for sale.  Small town newspapers are important and 
profitable businesses, especially in  towns with a strong sense 
of community.  The Eagle speaks to a place and a lifestyle 
that will continue to attract people no matter how the world 
changes in the future.  This is a singular opportunity to make a 
difference in a community through print and digital media.  We 
need a good steward for the future.  Please call if you think you 
may be the one. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestonegenie
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshort


...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-14

Services
Recycle-Creede Recycling Services
Recycle-Creede provides drop-off 
recycling services in Crestone the 
1st & 3rd Saturday of every month 
from 10am-2pm in the parking lot 
across from Aventa on Alder St. We 
take almost everything! For more 
details call 303-503-9975; visit us 
on Facebook and at recyclecreede.
org.

TLCC is Closed!
After serving the community for 
nearly 11 years, the Tiny Little 
Crestone Clinic is CLOSED! If you 
need records for your next provider, 
have that provider mail a records 
request- signed by you- to PO 
Box 983. Remember, you received 
copies of all lab and test results 
for your personal fi les. Thanks for 
your support all these years.

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical 
needs. Prompt, reliable, generous 
rates. Contact Steve at 256-5951, 
sdossenback@gmail.com

Outlets, Wiring, Network and 
Satellite: Home and Offi ce

Need Phone Outlets added 
to your house or offi ce? I 
do Phone, Computer Network, 
Satellite TV and Stereo wiring. 
New construction, existing, 
troubleshooting. Call Dennis 256-
4110

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—22 
years Computer Technician with 
full shop in the Baca. Windows, 
VIRUS fi xes and prevention, 
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110

IT’S TAX TIME AGAIN!
David W. Walker, Accountant, 
37 years experience. Personal & 
Business Income Tax Assistance.  
Call for appointment in your area:
719-379-2988.

Help Wanted
Software Company in Crestone! 

We are hiring.
Seeking: 1) Bootstrap Web 
Developer 2) SaaS Client Manager 
3) enterprise software Sales. 
Needed skills: E-Commerce, 
database experience, & technical 
onboarding. Fast learners only 
need apply. Long-term opportunity. 
www.SilverEarth.com

COOK WANTED
EXPERIENCED COOK WANTED 
– Shining Country Station BBQ 
Restaurant, Moffat. Call Charlie: 
719-588-4631

Misc. Wanted
Straw Bales – New or Old

New & golden or old & moldin’, 
our garden needs ‘em. Please call 
Janet at 719-937-3767 or stop by 
the Crestone Eagle offi ce.

WANTED: Bodhisattvas
For the benefi t of all beings, 
starting with all beings here and 
now! tinyurl.com/Bodhisattvas

Misc. for Sale
Firewood For Sale

Lodgepole Pine $195.00 per Cord 
~ 2 Cord Min. Pinion Pine $285.00 
per Cord ~ Cash Only ~ No Checks 
or Credit Cards. Free Delivery. Call 
or Tx 719-293-5968

Community Service
CB Village - Local Help, Give & 

Receive
CB Village is a local time bank 
where you can help others and gain 
credit for future help when you 
need it. Go to www.cbvillage.net or 
call 480-8757 to join for free.

Free
Designing the Earth Anew 

Together:
We have to fi rst together decide 
what the ideal world should be, 
before we can together start 
creating it! www.ModelEarth.Org

Free Manure
Free horse manure. Call the Baca 
Grande Stables to arrange pick up. 
256-6200.

TOWN OF CRESTONE
NOTICE OF ORDINANCE

Ordinance No. 2015-002, 
“An Ordinance Extending The 
Moratorium Imposed By Or-
dinance No. 2014-002 (An Or-
dinance Extending The Mora-
torium Of The Operation Of 
Marijuana Cultivation Facilities, 
Marijuana Product Manufactur-
ing Facilities, marijuana Testing 
Facilities Or Retail Marijuana 
Stores Within The Town Of 
Crestone, Colorado.)”

Approved:  Lonny Roth, 
Mayor Pro-tem

PUBLIC NOTICE
Rio Grande Water Conserva-
tion District Appointment

The Saguache County 
Board of Commissioners is again 
accepting letters of interest for 
appointment from an individual 
who would like to serve as the 
Saguache County representative 
to the Rio Grande Water Conser-
vation District Board.

Letters of Interest may be 
addressed to the Board of County 
Commissioners and submitted to 
the Saguache County Adminis-
tration offi ce in the basement of 
the courthouse or mailed to PO 
Box 100, Saguache CO 81149.  
The deadline for letters of inter-
est is Friday, March 27, 2015. 
The Board of County Commis-
sioners will review comments 
and make a decision on this re-
quest at their regular meeting on 
Tuesday, April 7, 2015.

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service
by David Lindsey
It’s the season to let us 
sweep our way 
into your hearth. 

256-4400
Sponsored by Shangrilah Stove & Spa

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service

Come hang out
with us

719.221.1301

GRASS HAY
BARN STORED

HORSE HAY / COW HAY

3’ x 3’ x 8’ BALES

101 LAND & CATTLE
SAGUACHE, CO

SCOTT ALEXANDER
719-221-0159

Moffat Family
Health Center

545 Moffat Way
in Moffat

Please call for an
appointment

719-589-3658
vwhs.org

Crestone Mobile Veterinary Service
Providing local high quality, compassionate 
veterinary care for your pets. 
Call with any questions or to make an 
appointment
719-588-4024
CrestoneMobileVet.com

CRESTONE MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICE

719-588-4024
CrestoneMobileVet.com

Call with any questions or to make an appointment.

Providing local high quality, compassionate
veterinary care for your pets. 
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by Keno
Is it true that March is the 

most blizzard-prone month in 
Colorado?

For the most part, yes, but 
blizzards can take place anytime 
from September through May. In 
the greater Crestone area, offi cially 
we rarely see blizzards. When we 
do, often they are localized and the 
National Weather Service (NWS) 
usually misses them, especially 30 
years ago. Looking in our record 
books for blizzards around Cre-
stone will not tell us much. The last 
true blizzard this area saw was on 
March 17-18, 2003, with whiteouts 
and over 30” of snow, yet offi cially 
the NWS didn’t call the storm a 
blizzard—but it was a blizzard, no 
question about it! Also, for heavy 
snowfall from one storm only, most 
of these events in Crestone have 
not occurred in March.

How many heavy snow-
storms have we seen in Crestone? 

Crestone’s offi cial weather re-
cords only go back to 1982. Unfor-
tunately, snow totals were the one 
kind of record that wasn’t always 
reported; many snowfalls were 
missed. Because of this incomplete 
data, I will only list the big snow-
falls since I started to take records 
in 2002, with one exception, that 
being the big Thanksgiving storm 
that hit Crestone in 1997. Offi cial-
ly, on November 28-29 of that year, 
30.5” of snow fell, making it the 
second highest snowfall total from 
one storm ever recorded here. How-
ever, from other reports from those 
around on that day, that total may 
be underreported. I’ve seen only 
higher totals reported in different 
spots around the Chalets, anywhere 
from 32” to well over 40” of snow. 

I should also point out that by 
calling this “Crestone records”, that’s 
a bit misleading. The Town of Cre-
stone has never had an offi cial weath-
er station. Records were fi rst kept, 
starting in 1982 in the Baca, in Cha-
let 1, at an elevation of 8,700’, near 

the top of Baca Grant Way, recorded 
by the late Hal Reinhart. I took over 
for Hal and started my recordkeep-
ing in November of 2002. My station 
is also off of Baca Grant Way, but at 
a lower elevation, at 8,085’, and ex-
actly one mile southwest of Hal’s old 
station. Also note, most of the time 
you will see 2-day totals noted below, 
since it often snows overnight, but all 
of these dates and totals come from 
one single storm. 

So with that in mind, here are 
the highest single snowfalls record-
ed since November, 2002, of storms 
of 10” or more: 

1) March 17-18, 2003, 32.0”
2) April 11-12, 2009, 27.7”
3) Nov. 23-25, 2013, 26.4”
4) April 24, 2007, 23.6”
5) April 17, 2009, 18.9”
6) Feb. 26-28, 2003, 14.9”
7) Oct. 25-26, 2006, 14.2”
8) Dec. 25-26, 2014, 11.9”
9) Feb. 8, 2011, 11.2”
10) Dec. 8-9, 2008, 11.1”
11) Feb. 3-4, 2004, 10.4”
12) Oct. 28-29, 2009, 10.3”
13) Jan. 19-20 2006, 10.0”. 
Another 3 different snow-

storms since 2002 had exactly 9.9” 
of snowfall.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
January 21 to February 20

Total precipitation for period: 
Liquid precip: 0.41”
Snow: 5.7” 
Measurable precipitation fell on 
5 days.
Measurable snow fell on 5 days.
A trace of snow fell on 2 days.
No rain, hail or thunderstorms 
occurred. 
Total precipitation year to date:
Since Jan 1: 0.77”
Total snow to date:  
Since Jan 1: 10.4”
Snow Season*: 41.8”
*Snow season runs from July 1 
to June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 54.8°F on February 
14 
Low temp: -0.8°F on January 23 
Avg. high: 41.3°F 
Avg. low: 18.6°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 50°: 6
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 40°: 18
Number of days with the low tem-
perature at or below 32°: all 31
Number of days with the low 
temperature at or below 10: 4
Number of days with the low 
temperature at or below zero: 1 
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 1.5 mph  
Highest gust: 35 mph on Febru-
ary 11
Main direction: Out of the east.

Weather summary:
Mild and dry sums up the 

way this period was for the great-
er Crestone area. The last 10 
days of January were mild with 
just a bit of snow, and February 
was mild to even warm, with 2 
record highs set , along with only 
0.1 inch of snow falling as of the 
twentieth of the month. 

Outlook for March:
In March, we normally see 

our snowiest month of the year, 
with 12.2 inches of snow falling 
on average. The snowiest March 
on record was set in 1983, when 
40.4 inches fell. For liquid precip-
itation, we can expect to receive 
0.90 of an inch, with the record 
being 2.89 inches, set in 1990.

Temperature wise, in the 
fi rst week of March, the aver-
age highs and lows are 43° and 
18°, but they warm up nicely by 
month’s end, to 52° and 24°. The 
warmest March day on record 
was March 31, when the temp 
reached 71°, set just a few years 
back in 2012, and the coldest 
temp for the month was -10°, set 
on March 3, 2002. 

The 30 day outlook for 
March is calling for slightly 
above normal precip, along with 
slightly above average temps. 

Note: For current Crestone 
weather conditions visit Keno’s 
web site:  www.keno.org/vws.

Ask 
  the 
Weatherman

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

❍ I am a new subscriber   ❍ Just a renewal  ❍ I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _________________________________Email: ______________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

Bulk 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state) 
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Digital Only
Go digital with 

The Crestone Eagle!                  
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+ Digital
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+ Digital
Just $15 for 12 
issues .pdf file 

1yr  ❑ $20   ❑ $25  ❑ $32  ❑ $37   ❑ $15
2yrs  ❑ $35  ❑ $40  ❑ $59  ❑ $64  ❑ $30
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N
ow

 offering discounted 
subscription rates!

We were blessed with this cloud formation on Valentine’s weekend.  Magical!  
photo by Lori Nagel

PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
P.O. BOX 512
CRESTONE, CO 81131
719 256 4505
PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

• STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION 
• NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES 
• PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR
• CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
• REMODELS

CONSTRUCTION

  • STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION

 • NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES

 • PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR

 • CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION

 • REMODELS

 PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
 P.O. BOX 512
 CRESTONE, CO 81131
 719 937 7756
 PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

Healthy beef
raised in a responsible 

organic pasture
Available for sale

Contact Amber Felmlee

303-886-9436

C R A Z Y  H E I F E R  R A N C H

Have you heard about our new 
Digital Subscription? 

Check it out on our 
New Improved Website:

www.crestoneeagle.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.keno.org/vws
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/pay
mailto:PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
mailto:PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
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