
Crestone averts flood disaster from rain & snowmelt
North Crestone Creek peaked at eight times the historic average!

by Sandia Belgrade & Akia 
Tanara

Nearly 50 years to the date 
of the “Flood of 1965” that overran 
the South Platte River, Crestone 
experienced a close call of its own. 
Residents received a Reverse 911 
emergency message on June 6 in-
forming them of the likelihood of 
flooding on North Crestone Creek. 
Town and County officials had been 
monitoring the situation for sever-
al days already. According to Akia 
Tanara, Town Administrator, it 
was an 11-day event with three sig-
nificant peaks, and involved many 
participants. Tanara was main-

taining a situational awareness 
through this whole time period of 
rapid snow melt and heavy rain.

June 2:  Tanara contacts 
Division of Water Resources to 
inquire about a 60 cfs (cubic feet 
per second) overnight spike in the 
creek and is advised that there is 
concern that the town will expe-
rience flooding in the next 24-48 
hours. Water Commissioner Jim 
Swanson drives up to Crestone, 
and he and Akia create a plan for 
diverting “damaging water” at the 
spillway, while still allowing 200 
cfs to travel downstream to satisfy 
water right holders. Local excava-

tor Mark Potter and crew begin 
clearing accumulated sand on the 
north side of the bridge at the spill-
way and Elvie Samora and staff 
from Saguache County Road & 
Bridge begin clearing excess sand 
in the spillway for about 200’ south 
of the bridge. Potter acquires and 
carefully places very large boulders 
in the creek under the direction of 
Swanson. The peak flow that night 
is 169 cfs, more than 3 times the 
historical average.

June 3: David Osborn of the 
Colorado Division of Homeland Se-
curity and Emergency Management
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”Sometimes the World Appears Upside Down.”  Snowmelt off of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains and spring rains flooded fields and created reflective shallow lakes.  Photo taken 
along the T Road by John Conrad.  To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com
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Over 250 Saguache County property tax protests received
One-third from the Baca Grande subdivision

by Lisa Cyriacks
Peter Peterson, the newly 

elected Saguache County Asses-
sor, has his hands full in review-
ing 250+ protests filed by property 
owners across Saguache County. 
About one-third were filed by prop-
erty owners in the Baca Grande.

According to Peterson, “Most 
protests have to do with improve-
ments, which across the board saw 
a increase of 30-40%. A few have to 
do with people unhappy with the 

reductions in vacant land values.”
Controversies in valuations 

over the past couple of years, in-
cluding a lawsuit against the 
County, have increased awareness 
by property owners of what these 
valuations might mean when it 
comes to next year’s property tax 
bill.

“One major factor that seems 
to be contributing to the controver-
sy is people’s lack of understand-
ing of the difference between fee 

appraisal and mass appraisal. The 
assessor’s office does not do fee ap-
praisal—does not have the staff to 
do it.” Peterson states. 

“Another factor is that people 
are bringing “comps” (comparable 
sales) that are outside the time 
period dictated by law.” Peterson 
continued. That time period is from 
July 1, 2013 to December 31, 2014. 
Peterson, as allowed under statute, 
has also included sales data from 

continued on page 5

Fire destroyed a Shumei-owned log 
home under construction in the Baca 
Grande. See story and more photos on 
page 5.  photo by Martin Macaulay.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Thank you  
to Pam Gripp

To Our Community
Pam Gripp is retiring this 

July. For 28 years Pam has served 
this community and the T Road 
and Road 17 corridors. She has run 
the EMS with dignity and profes-
sionalism. She has maintained 
high quality service by continuous 
training of herself and staff.

She has written grants for 
training new EMTs and for pur-
chasing the best ambulances avail-
able.  She has held the hand of the 
sick, hurt, and dying. Each loss has 
left a scar on her heart.

As Pam prefers not to have a 
public party, it would be so nice to 
let her know how much she means 
to us. A card or an email to her 
would be so lovely.

From, The Ambulance Crews 
for 29 years!

Thank You
Dear Editor,
The Saguache County Repub-

lican Party would like to thank all 
those who helped make our Spring 
Fling fundraising event a terrific 
success. That includes Mountain 
Valley School District for the use 
of the gym, Tina Serna for helping 
with the setup and cleanup, Lau-
rie Vigil and her crew for the won-
derful meal, our speakers, Scott 
Tipton and Larry Crowder, those 
who volunteered their time and re-
sources, and those who attended. 
We received many positive com-
ments, thank you for supporting 
our efforts.

SCRP

High water help thanks
Dear Editor,
I recently spent almost two 

weeks dealing with the threat of 
flooding to the town. It was an un-
nerving, hectic and stressful ex-
perience! How much water would 
come down the creek, and could 
we keep it from flooding the town? 
How much rain would fall, adding 
to the rapidly melting snow? Who 
could I call for help?  When would 
I get anything resembling a decent 
night’s sleep?!  Those questions 
have since been answered; a mas-
sive amount and yes; not too much; 
lots of folks; not until mid-month!

What I want to express here 
is my gratitude to the many volun-
teers who helped mitigate issues 
with overflowing drainages. I will 
probably miss a few names here, as 
I didn’t see everything that went on 
at all times, so my apologies to any-
one that doesn’t get acknowledged 
here. My heart-felt appreciation 
goes out to Dan Wheeler, Warren 
Stephen, Jim Hollmer, George & Lu 
Sherer, Kimberly Bryant, Andrew 
Martinez, Mark Talbot, Joe Micha-
lak, Bill Johnson, Adam Kinney, 
Steve McDowell, Cart Patterson, 
Dave Osborn, Deputy Clark, Jim 
Swanson, Jason Anderson, Mark, 

Zack, Matt & Ben Potter, Elvie 
Samora, Chance Buxman, Orlando 
Samora, Jim Felmlee, Alamosa 
County Road & Bridge and all the 
participants of the daily emergency 
facilitators meetings. Everyone sim-
ply did what needed to be done in 
an awesome spirit of cooperation 
and mutual support, exemplifying 
the very best that community can 
be. You were a great team to work 
with! Also, I would like to thank Ja-
net Woodman, Elaine Johnson, Ma-
rina Balekian and John Grotenhuis 
for bringing me meals during this 
time; there was little time to take 
care of my own needs, and receiving 
prepared food was truly a blessing.

The new culverts on Alder 
Street handled more than 400 cu-
bic feet of water per second, tons 
of boulders and numerous trees 
and branches. When the water in 
the creek drops, I’m going to go pat 
their “heads” and thank them for a 
job well-done. Whew!

Sincerely,
Akia Tanara
Crestone Town Administrator

Gratitude  
to our community

Dear Editor,
Shumei would like to express 

its gratitude to everyone in this ex-
traordinary community who had 
some part in helping Shumei con-
tend with the fire that destroyed 
a cabin under construction at the 
end of Laurel Rd. on the evening of 
June 3.  The cause of the fire was 
conclusively attributed to a faulty 
extension cord.  Shumei harbors no 
blame or ill will toward anyone in-
volved in this situation, it was just 
one of those things.  Thank God 
no one was hurt, to my knowledge 
not even a bandaid on a firefighter.  
Shumei’s greatest hope is to re-as-
semble the same team and rebuild 
an even more beautiful cabin!

Our gratitude to the neighbors 
who called 911, the Baca Volunteer 
Fire Department, Kundalini Fire 
Management, N. Saguache County 
Fire District—Chief Botz, Peter 
May and all the volunteer emer-
gency responders. I immediately 
began to recognize the good that 
began flowing from the so called 
“bad” even before the water flowed 
from the hoses. 

The outpouring of support via 
phone calls, text messages, e-mails, 
cards and Facebook brought me to 
tears.  People I do not even know, 
whom Shumei does not often inter-
act with, contacted us to say how 
beautiful they thought the cabins 
were, how they were looking for-
ward to seeing it completed and 
how sad they were for its destruc-
tion.  I was astonished. 

I know we as a community 
have had a bumpy ride over the 
past few years in terms of things 
fire . . . Never did I doubt at any 
point along that way that if there 
were a fire, this community and 
the greater valley as a community 
would be there to do their best.  
This fire exemplifies that as fact.  
I believe that we are all very for-
tunate to live here as we do.  May 
we not see a structure fire of this 
magnitude in our community again 
in any of our lifetimes.

Brilliant Crestone blessings,
Matthew Crowley, 
Operations Manager

Crestone Grange
Dear Editor,
I really appreciate that our 

POA and town leaders are sup-
porting small scale home and farm 
families. As of late I am hearing 
the concerns of the community in 
the area of harmful and/or toxic 
practices. We as a community have 
a great opportunity to create a bio-
friendly model and a living example 
of healthy actions, mindful of the 
life that follows us in this amazing 
land. This is well known to most 
native and some colonial people as 
seventh-generation awareness.

Recently a Crestone Grange 
group has formed (ethical bio-care 
core) to facilitate participatory dis-
cussions on this topic, and is draft-
ing a letter to further educate folks 
on the currant facts around glypho-
sate-based Roundup yard and 
weed treatment, and utility smart 
meters. The group wishes to bring 
less harmful solutions to our POA, 
town and county leaders for imme-
diate consideration. If you’re inter-
ested in joining the grange group, 
give me a call at 719-256-4768.

Celebrate biodiversity!
Nathan Good

View from afar
Dear Janet & Kizzen,
The Crestone Eagle accompa-

nied me back on the plane, as well 
as here and there the last couple 
of days.  I love the paper and for 
gosh sakes, why can’t the local pa-
pers here report an overview of DC 
politics the way you do?  Florida is, 
at best, uninformed, and it’s inter-
esting to see that 1,200 people in a 
tucked-away place in Colorado are 
more informed than most of the 
millions of people in Florida.  Sad 
but true—but hey, what do you ex-
pect from a state that votes a crook-
ed governor in—twice?

Be well,
Ruth Carr, Florida

Property tax struggles
Dear Editor and Crestonians,
There are, it seems, rumors in 

town as to why I cancelled the sale 
of my property on Galena 400W in 
Crestone, a few days before closing.

The reason was not that I sud-
denly felt the price was too low—
after all I had signed a contract at 
a specific price and the buyer was 
ready to comply in all.

No. The reason was that I 
opened up the new NOV (Notice of 
Valuation), just a few days before 
closing. There, the tax-valuation of 
the house, (I had owned already 27 
years ago, had put in the only good 
well it ever had), had gone, miracu-
lously, down to the original value; 
this after I had fought a fight with 
the assessor for more than two 
years, trying to get property down 
to a reasonable tax value, so that I 
didn’t have to pay another full util-
ity bill in property tax payments. It 
had been in vain. Only a slight ad-
justment was made, and the settle-
ment reached in front of the board 
in Denver was only kept in part (I 
still was charged in full for 2013, 
the year I never had gotten a NOV 
the year before, when a lien was 
put on it, sold to a lien holder too).

There! Now they changed it to 
where it was supposed to be all the 
time. Compared to all neighbors, 
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Editor’s Notes
Soundscape

For the past few years I’ve 
been socially pulling back.  I’ve 
avoided many social occasions, 
meetings, performances and 
group get-togethers. There are 
people I’ve stepped back from 
conversing with. I have turned 
over many conversations with 
customers at the Eagle office to 
the staff.  I’ve withdrawn more 
and more from a confusing, 
sound-filled world.

Why?  I’m very hard of hear-
ing.  My old hearing aids have 
been way underpowered.  Sound 
was distorted. It has either been 
nearly impossible to understand 
what was going on—or just not 
worth the effort it took.  

But now I have great news 
and great new hearing aids.  
State-of-the-art aids courtesy of 
the Colorado Dept. of Vocational 
Rehabilitation and Dr. Kelley 
Halligan.

It’s a new world.
Truly.  Not just in conver-

sations (I can now understand 
my youngest grandson and am 
not afraid to approach an office 
visitor) but I’m suddenly hear-
ing what I haven’t heard in a 
decade.  My footsteps across the 
floor.  Birds singing outside my 
bedroom window in the morning.  
A high buzzy whine sound in my 
car I couldn’t figure out until the 
mosquito landed on me.  

When I stand outside there 
is now a soundscape I didn’t 
know was there—a car driving a 
block away, people talking across 
the street, the rush of the creek 
sound bouncing off the cliffs, a 
dog bark, the wind in the trees.  
My cat Hermes sits on my chest 
and I now can hear his rumbling 
purr.  Amazing.  

Oh, I still take the hearing 
aids out at night and enjoy the 
blessed silence. But I am so very 
grateful. Hearing is such a gift.

Enjoy the summer,
—Kizzen
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Multi-agency car chase nets bank robber
by Mary Lowers
At 2pm on June 15 Joseph 

Michael Gutierrez, 26, allegedly 
robbed the Community Banks of 
Colorado’s Center Branch. The 
robber entered the bank wearing 
a hard hat, a traffic vest, gloves 
and a partial mask and demanded 
money from the two tellers. He 
left the bank with an undisclosed 
amount of money. A tip to Center 
Police Chief Lucero identified 
Gutierrez as the robber.

Gutierrez had been detained 
last July after trying to exchange 
cocaine-tainted small bills at a 
San Luis Valley Federal Bank in 
Monte Vista. He was booked into 
the Rio Grande County jail at 
that time. Colorado State Patrol 
and Rio Grande County sheriffs 
handled the investigation into the 
Center bank heist. Gutierrez man-
aged to elude law enforcement for 
only a day. A tip on June 16 led 
police to the Movie Manor Motel 
north of Monte Vista where he 
was said to be holed up. At 1:02am 
on June 17, after Monte Vista Po-
lice assisted the State Patrol in 
setting up a perimeter around the 
motel, police spotted the suspect 
running from his room pointing a 
hand gun behind him at officers in 
pursuit.

Gutierrez ran to a parked 
Monte Vista Police unit that had 
the keys left in it and sped away 
from the scene. A Monte Vista of-
ficer shot at the vehicle’s tires with 
a shotgun and a State Patrol offic-
er shot his handgun three times at 

the fleeing suspect. Gutierrez fled 
across Hwy. 160 onto Rio Grande 
County Road 27 with Rio Grande 
County Sheriff ’s deputies in hot 
pursuit.  Gutierrez gained and 
lost control of the police car sev-
eral times and somehow eluded 
law enforcement for a short time. 
Officers observed Gutierrez try-
ing to steal another vehicle in the 
Plaza area of Rio Grande County. 
He then crashed that vehicle into 
a large rock and fence post. Exit-
ing the vehicle Gutierrez fled on 
foot and attempted to steal yet 
another vehicle, but his luck ran 
out and there were no keys in that 
car. A Monte Vista Police officer 
was able to stop Gutierrez using 
a taser. After being transported by 
ambulance to Rio Grande Hospi-
tal and checked out medically he 
was booked into the Rio Grande 
County Jail.

When he was arrested Gut-
ierrez had $6041.00 in cash on 
him. The nine millimeter Spring 
Field XD hand gun he threatened 
police with was found in the Mon-
te Vista patrol car he stole. Un-
disclosed items of evidence were 
taken by investigating officers 
from the Movie Manor Motel room 
where Gutierrez had hidden out. 

Rio Grande Sheriff, Brian 
Norton thanked all agencies for 
their help in apprehending Gut-
ierrez. He also extended apologies 
to guests at the Movie Manor Mo-
tel whose safety may have been 
compromised in this incident.

still on higher side (house sits only 
on two lots).

Of course, they (assessor plus) 
did not lower the value for me; they 
knew the property was selling to 
someone “respectable”, already had 
sent a tax-certificate to the loaning 
bank. So, I figured, someone had to 
just make a quick phone call to put 
everything back in order, while my 
fight—legal and going through all 
the legal steps of protest and ap-
peal—did not avail anything. 

Thank you. The house now 
has become affordable to me again.

At the same time, they raised 
the value of the cabin property in 
the Baca, which I own together 
with two sons, by 50%. Of course, 
they have to get that money back 
somehow.

So, not all is well with our 
property taxes yet. Not as long as 
they tax people, instead of proper-
ties. Or do you think that this is 
democracy, targeting some people, 
maybe unpopular, to carry the li-
on’s share of the county’s property 
taxes, while denying the very same 
person (as it happens, a senior resi-
dent of low income) any form of dis-
counted health care? 

Well, I keep the house until I 
get some real answers. This, after 
all, is a matter of public interest.

Respectfully,
Ruth Pulver

Recycling in Crestone
Dear Editor,
Crestonians have been avid 

recyclers since before Recycle-
Creede (RC) but RC made it easier 

and more comprehensive.  After 
nine years, due to its continuing 
unprofitability, it became neces-
sary for RC to close its doors and 
discontinue its services.  RC’s 
problem was that our altruistic de-
sire to provide these services and 
their physical and financial obli-
gations were undervalued by the 
community, the municipalities, 
and the counties that we served.  
There are costs incurred with this 
service.  Good intentions don’t buy 
the gas or pay the insurance on 
the truck.   

To have the bi-monthly drop 
off services that we offered for 
many years, Crestonians would 
only have to commit to pay a re-
cycling service, like Waste-Free 
SLV (Bill & Tina), to show up on 
specific days.  The other necessity 
would be for recyclers to not try to 
take advantage of these services 
by trying to pay one fee for mul-
tiple households just because one 
person brings it to the drop off 
location. RC started off with this 
service once a month, then up to 
twice a month due to demand.  Be-
cause of the volume of recyclables, 
a weekly service would probably 
be necessary. Despite any person’s 
own low volume of recyclables, the 
recycler is required to drive just 
as long, sort as many items, and 
move the recyclables to remote 
end-use manufacturers and recy-
cling facilities. 

To have a more permanent 
drop off service, like the storage 
unit RC installed at the POA, 
would also require a recycling 
service to come pick it up.  This 

would involve a similar payment 
to the recyclers plus the additional 
payment of $125/month for the 
storage unit (or a buyout of ap-
proximately $7,500). Volunteers or 
paid employees would need to be 
present regularly to monitor the 
facility and prepare it for pick-up 
which would be arranged by neces-
sity due to volume.   This method 
would offer the convenience of dai-
ly accessibility, but also runs the 
risk of illegal dumping. 

It would not be hard for Cre-
stone to maintain recycling for its 
residents.  It just takes commit-
ment and some ongoing operating 
funds. 

Cary Bush
Recycle-Creede

Rioters try to burn down Saguache 
County jail—$40,000 worth of damage

by Mary Lowers
Fire broke out at 7:15am on May 27 at the Saguache County Jail. 

By 9:45am fire and ambulance crews had dealt with the emergency and 
left the scene. Sheriff Dan Warrick confirmed that three inmates will 
face felony charges for disturbances resulting in an arson fire causing 
major damage to two jail cells along with the jail’s kitchen/pantry area. 
Costs of repairs are currently estimated to be around $40,000. Three vic-
tims were treated for smoke inhalation with no lasting effects. Inmates 
were taken to the Rio Grande County Jail, as the Saguache County Jail 
could not be occupied because of fire damages. Sheriff Warrick comment-
ed “the hit will be to the taxpayers with repair, housing and resupply 
costs.”  Damage assessment and investigation are ongoing.

The three inmates facing charges in the rioting and arson inci-
dent are: T.J. Gollihugh, 18, Brendan Gleason, 46, and Dickie Lopez, 
41. Sheriff Warrick told me that other inmates have said the three made 
comments that they had been “disrespected.” According to the Sheriff, 
“no one did anything that would provoke this response.”  Inmate Lopez 
from Center was jailed on a long list of charges including second degree 
attempted murder, false imprisonment, and aggravated intimidation of 
a witness. He is responsible for starting the disturbance that led to the 
riot. Lopez barricaded himself in his cell where he ripped out electric 
wires and piled up bedding to start the fire. Damage to the complex was 
from smoke and water.

The sheriff said, as of June 18, the jail complex is currently run-
ning but not yet at full capacity. As a result of damages all inmates were 
housed elsewhere for ten days at County expense. Currently the jail is 
short twelve beds from the fire. Lopez is being housed in a jail facility 
outside the valley. Sheriff Warrick told me, “The jail staff has learned to 
take more care with individuals coming into the facility including visi-
tors, vendors and inmates.”

Saguache County Crime Report
by Mary Lowers
Summer’s wet arrival brought 

an increase in crime in and around 
Saguache County. Lots of folks in 
a hurry to get places are now pay-
ing steep fines for speeding. Quite 
a few citations were issued for un-
safe passing. Just slow down and 
inhale the mosquitoes—you will 
get there soon enough!

A Denver woman, 26, was 
taken into custody in Saguache 
as a fugitive from justice in Lar-
imer County. Her bail was listed at 
$150. A Center man, 31, was held 
on $2000 bail for two counts of ag-
gravated motor vehicle theft and 
driving under restraint. No bail 
was listed for a Center man, 34, 
booked on criminal mischief and 
domestic violence charges. A Villa 
Grove woman, 57, was taken to 
jail on domestic violence and har-
assment charges with no bail list-
ed. A Moffat man was summoned 

to appear in court for no insurance 
and driving with a child restraint 
that was not approved. 

A Center man, 26, went to jail 
and is being held there on $2000 
bail for Criminal Impersonation 
and Forgery charges.  A  Villa 
Grove man, 54, was summoned to 
appear in court for driving under 
the influence of drugs and alco-
hol. His blood alcohol reading in-
dicated an alcohol content of 0.08 
or more.

A Saguache man, 22, was 
summoned to appear in court on 
charges of owning a dangerous 
dog that caused bodily injury. A 
Crestone/Baca man, 49, was sum-
moned to appear on the same 
charges for a dog incident that 
occurred on Moonlight and Baca 
Grant Way in the late afternoon of 
May 15.

Reward offered regarding 
mail fraud & identity theft

An unknown person(s) has 
been sending offensive letters to 
“boxholders”, people and busi-
nesses in the Crestone area.  
They have been using The Cre-
stone Eagle’s P.O. box number, 
Box 101, Crestone, as their re-
turn address.  The Crestone Ea-
gle is NOT sending out this of-
fensive, fraudulent mail.  The 
information in their letters is not 
true and their intent seems to be 
to disparage the greater Crestone 
community and organizations.

Official complaints of mail 
fraud and identity theft have 
been made to the US Postal Ser-
vice which is investigating.

The Crestone Eagle is offer-
ing a $100 reward for the name(s) 
of the person(s) who are sending 
out this mail.  Please contact kiz-
zen@crestoneeagle.com.

Thank you Happy 4th of July!

mailto:kiz-zen@crestoneeagle.com
mailto:kiz-zen@crestoneeagle.com
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Controversial ‘Smart Meters’ 
are coming to Crestone 

by John Rowe
A group of concerned citizens 

met at the Elephant Cloud in mid-
June to discuss  possible dangers 
of the San Luis Valley Rural Elec-
tric Cooperative (SLVREC) plans 
to change all electric metering to 
so-called “smart meters” in Cre-
stone and the Baca, beginning in 
2017.  Both health and privacy is-
sues dominated the two hour dis-
cussion and a video by an engineer 
very familiar with the technology 
was shown. At its peak, there were 
sixteen people at the gathering 
and the discussion was enthusias-
tic and overwhelmingly in favor of 
keeping the smart meters out of the 
local community. More meetings 
are planned and will be announced 
via social media, email, and word-
of-mouth.

A “smart meter” is an electron-
ic device that records consumption 
of electricity in brief time intervals 
(ranging from an hour to a full day) 
and sends that information back 
to the utility for monitoring and 
billing.  These meters gather data 
for remote reporting to the power 
company, eliminating the need for 
meter readers, and can give the 
energy consumer detailed feedback 
on energy uses at various times of 
the day, week, month and year, if so 
set up by the energy provider.

Smart meters operate at mi-
crowave radio frequencies, just as 
microwave ovens, cell phones and 
wireless broadband internet do. 
Many people, including those at 
the town meeting, think that we 
in modern society are inundated 
by microwaves to a degree that 
is causing serious illness, such as 
brain tumors and various cancers. 
They believe that this may be just 
the tip of the iceberg, and many 
more health issues may arise as  
microwave technologies expand.

Privacy concerns surround the 
ability of smart meter technology to 
record and store data that is very 

detailed and can show exactly how 
much electrical power is used and 
when. People present at the meet-
ing are concerned that it will be an 
easy matter for a power company 
to deduce just when customers are 
home or away or asleep, and per-
haps, other private information.

The group offered the intro-
ductory video shown at the meeting 
as a good place to start for people 
who want to familiarize themselves 
with the issues. View this video on 
Youtube, as well as many others, at  
http://bit.ly/1fxeC69. A good overall 
source of information for those op-
posing smart meter development 
was given as stopsmartmeters.org.  
For those wanting expert commen-
tary on the science of smart meters, 
https://freedom-to-tinker was sug-
gested.

People in our country from 
Texas to New England to Califor-
nia have been fighting the Smart 
Meter Issue.  11 counties and 45 
cities in California alone have 
banned Smart Meters (see: http://
stopsmartmeters.org/how-you-can-
stop-smart-meters/sample-letter-
to-local-government/ca-local-gov-
ernments-on-board/  ).  In May of 
2011 the World Health Organiza-
tion listed Radio Frequency Radia-
tion as a “possibly carcinogenic to 
humans”.

The Chief Executive Officer of 
SLVREC, Loren Howard, was con-
tacted by phone a few days after 
this meeting and offered the follow-
ing commentary. Mr. Howard has a 
twenty-year background in smart 
meter technology, both as an engi-
neer and as an energy executive. 
He told the Eagle that the reason 
that SLVREC is switching to smart 
meters is a simple one. The exist-
ing read-on-site meters are wear-
ing out and they are considered 
antiquated technology and are no 
longer available for replacement. 
Mr. Howard likened the situation 
to someone trying to buy a VHS re-

corder or an eight track tape player. 
You just can’t find any to purchase. 
Mr. Howard gives this as a reason 
there can be no opt-out clause for 
the new devices; SLVREC will have 
no other choices to offer consumers. 
He assures customers that there 
will be no start-up costs, and states 
that any savings resulting from 
these new meters will be distribut-
ed to all energy users, as SLVREC 
is set up as a non-profit and all cus-
tomers are owners.  

 Mr. Howard  says that he is 
familiar with the health and pri-
vacy concerns with smart meters, 
understands people’s worries, and 
does not think there are any real 
issues on either front. He asserts 
that the amount of microwaves 
is miniscule, easily 50 times less 
than the levels deemed accept-
able by the Federal Communica-
tion Commission (FCC). The FCC 
safety standard is .6 mill watts 
per square centimeter and Mr. 
Howard states that the maximum 
exposure of microwaves via smart 
meter is .02 mill watts per square 

centimeter. He offers as a compari-
son, that a cell phone at peak us-
age such as long distance calling is 
1/2 watt, many times in excess of 
smart reader wattage. He suggests 
several government sources on the 
science behind radio frequency de-
vices. A few are the FDA website 
for Radiation-Emitting Products, 
the EPA Non-Ionizing Radiation 
index, and OSHA’s website www.
osha.gov/SLTC/radiation nonioniz-
ing/index.html.

Mr. Howard would like to as-
sure all SLVREC customers that 
only SLVREC employees will have 
access to any gathered information 
and that for billing and usage pur-
poses only. The only exception to this 
would be that all records may be sub-
ject to legal subpoena, just like any 
other private records may be.

Smart meter technology and 
its viability as a safe and useful 
tool is a hotly contested issue all 
over the world and this is likely to 
be the same in Crestone. The Eagle 
will report any more news as it be-
comes available.    

Accepting consignments daily

Summer Hours: Monday & Tuesday 9am-6pm
   Wednesday through Saturday  9am-7pm
   Sunday 9am-5pm

Men’s and Women’s 
Clothing & Accessories

134 F St. Salida, CO
(719) 539-4580

312 E. Main Buena Vista
(719) 966-5159

Furniture, Housewares, 
& Home Decor

222 F St. Salida, CO
(719) 539-5490

22 Highway 24 Buena Vista
(719) 966-5200

Call us for ALL your  
building needs!

SHOP LOCALLY!
INSULATION
HARDWARE

PAINT
ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • poncha springs, CO 81242

The Neighbors Helping Neighbors annual yard sale was a big success!  Money raised 
goes to help neighbors in need.  Thanks to everyone who donated and shopped.  
                   photo by Elianna 
 

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax
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Tax protests
continued from page 1

the previous six months, extend-
ing that period back to January 1, 
2013.

“Property owners need to 
understand that I am confined by 
statutes as to the amount of leeway 
I have in issuing valuations,” Pe-
terson commented. “I am willing to 
work with any property owner who 
thinks their valuation is not fair, 
within those limitations prescribed 
by statute.” 

According to local realtors, 
that message does not seem to 
correlate with their experience in 
the local market. Land values are 
dropping. The county treasurer 
has a long list of lots the County 
is reclaiming due to unpaid taxes. 
Houses are selling, but at discount-
ed prices—some after years of be-
ing on the market. 

Peterson describes the chal-
lenges of working with the “Pueblo 
system” that he inherited when he 
took office earlier this year. “The 

system goes down when we are do-
ing updates, which resulted in re-
doing Special Notices of Valuation. 
There are mistakes in the system, 
which have resulted in errors in 
square footage, errors in the grade 
of the property, which affects the 
overall value. I am already talking 
to the county commissioners about 
acquiring a new software system 
for the next cycle of valuations in 
2017.”

“That’s one reason I value 
these current protests,” Peterson 
sums up. “It gives the chance to 
correct the information going for-
ward.”

As of June 18, Peterson is 
about 75-80% complete with col-
lecting the information to respond 
to protests. The assessor must 
make a decision on your protest 
and mail a Notice of Determination 
to you by the last regular working 
day in June.

If you are dissatisfied with the 
assessor’s decision, you may appeal 
in writing to the County Board of 
Equalization by July 15.

Fire destroys Shumei house 
that was under construction

by Mary Lowers
On the afternoon of June 3 

Miriam Brannan told her husband 
Hamilton she smelled smoke. The 
Brannans’ home is downhill from 
the Shumei International Center 
on the southern reaches of the 
Baca Grande. A log house under 
construction by Shumei, at the end 
of Laurel Rd. near the former Baca 
gravel pit had caught fire.  The 
Brannans called 911 at 6:15pm and 
Chief Peter May of the Kundalini 
Fire Department arrived first on 
the scene at 6:34pm.

According to Chief May, who 
became the Incident Officer as the 
first on scene, a compromised ex-
tension cord under a porch is sus-
pected to have ignited the blaze. 

Matthew Crowley, Operations 
Manager of  Shumei, who is also a 
firefighter with the Baca Fire De-
partment, said “two professional 
fire inspectors, including perhaps 
the most experienced in Colorado, 
Brett Ellis with the Colorado Bu-
reau of Investigation, determined 
the fire was defiantly not arson. A 
crushed copper wire in the exten-
sion cord under the porch and the 
pinch caused a hot wire. There was 
a log on top of the extension cord 
pinch.” 

The hydrant at the corner of 
Laurel and North Carefree, not a 
high pressure hydrant, was out of 
order. So the fire department then 
used a high pressure hydrant down 
the road on Carefree. According to 
Justin Debon of Baca Grande Wa-
ter and Sanitation, out of two hun-
dred and sixty-six hydrants in the 
Baca, the one on Laurel is one of 
two currently not working. Justin 
told me, “We take the fire hydrant 
maintenance program very seri-
ously and inspect and service all 
hydrants each spring as well as 
conducting yearly tests.”  

Matthew Crowley of Shumei 
and the Baca Grande Fire Depart-
ment told me that Nigel Fuller, a 
Baca Fire Department volunteer 
fire fighter, has marked every hy-
drant on the Baca on a GPS in-
stalled in every truck to help fire-
fighters. A list of all hydrants and 
their operational status by lot 

number is, according to Crowley, 
“kept in every engine.”

The lack of water close by 
meant the tender trucks had to 
travel to the high pressure hydrant 
on Carefree and, filling up with wa-
ter there, haul it back uphill to feed 
the engines and put out the blaze.  
According to Chief May, until a 
proper relay of tenders could be 
established “there wasn’t enough 
water to blacken the fire.” The ad-
ditional capacity of the deck guns 
was added, “a 1500 gallon mini-
mum pressure really darkened the 
fire.” Until the ideal number of ten-
ders arrived, the crews worked to 
protect a propane tank close to the 
structure. 

Chief May told me, “Kunda-
lini, Baca and Crestone fire depart-
ments with other crews from North-
ern Saguache worked well together 
and after several hours the house 
fire was contained and controlled.” 
Chief May thanks the entire North-
ern Saguache Fire Protection Dis-
trict (NSFPD) for their assistance 
in suppressing this fire. “Their well 
staffed tenders were so important 
when there was no water source 
on site.” Two or three firefighters 
through the night watched for flare 
ups until hot spots were all out. 
Baca Fire Chief Chris Botz stayed 
on site until morning.

The log building that burned 
would have served several pur-
poses including summer program 
and staff housing. Matthew was 
impressed with the response of 
fire fighters. “There were thirty-
five emergency responders from 
six departments on the fire site at 
8:30pm,” including EMTs. There 
will be a house rebuilt on the site.

Matthew Crowley of Shumei 
expressed how pleased he was that 
the departments worked so well 
together, “putting the mutual back 
in mutual aide.” Chief May pointed 
out that despite the wetter-than-
usual weather, the NSFPD has 
been called quite a lot lately and 
more firefighters are needed on all 
departments. This is a great volun-
teer opportunity to really make a 
difference in our communities.

Debra Irizarry, M.D. FACS
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

MEMBER

®

Crestone: Baca Professional Building • 46 Camino Baca Grande
Salida: Bella Vita Salon • 1447 G Street

Call for your complimentary consultation

www.doctordeb.co   •  contact@doctordeb.co 

Big City Quality 
with a  

Small Town Touch•Laser Resurfacing  •Biopsies  •Excisions  
•Blepharoplasty  •Botox  •Fillers   

(719) 256-6600

March into Spring with Radiant Skin!
Buy 1 syringe, get 1 FREE

Don’t miss the best price of the year - March ONLY

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

Photographer Martin Macaulay was the first person to arrive at the house fire in the 
Baca Grande that destroyed a Shumei-owned log house that was still under construc-
tion.  The fire started under the porch due to a faulty extension cord.  Fire fighters from 
multiple agencies responded to the fire. photo by Martin Macaulay

Fire totally engulfs the log house as firefighters try to suppress and contain the fire. The 
building was a total loss.  Nearby structures were kept safe.        photo by Martin Macaulay
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POA News: Ambulance head Pam Gripp to retire after 29 years
by John Rowe

May 28 meeting
The Board of Directors of the 

Baca Grande Property Owners As-
sociation (POA) met as regularly 
scheduled on May 28. The meeting 
began at 6:45 after a brief  private 
executive session. All five board 
members were present with Board 
President Matie Belle Lakish pre-
siding and eleven audience mem-
bers present.

The first order of business 
was to suggest and vote on any 
changes in the agenda. No changes 
were proposed, and the agenda was 
passed unanimously as presented.

Conditional Use request
The Member Forum segment 

of the meeting focused on a Con-
ditional Use change proposed to 
Saguache County Land Use by a 
property owner in the Grants. This 
change was to consist of using the 
property both as a residence and 
as preservation of Native Ameri-
can ceremonies and culture. The 
activities are to include, but not 
limited to, peyote ceremonies and 
drumming circles several times a 
year. Members present wanted the 
board to write a letter to the County 
strongly suggesting that the chang-
es be denied on the grounds that 
the noise and traffic that would en-
sue are not appropriate in a resi-
dential neighborhood. The  board 
decided to table any serious discus-
sion and possible action until the 
next board meeting on June 10, as 
they all agreed they needed more 
time to familiarize themselves with 
the issues at hand.

The last meeting’s minutes 
were approved unanimously, fol-
lowed by department reports.

Baca Fire Department
Acting Fire Chief Chris Botz 

reiterated that very soon the Baca 
will have nine “red card” members, 
giving the community a more edu-
cated and effective fire fighting unit, 
schooled in fighting fires in our cli-
mate and terrain. Chris clarified a 
point that State Title 3 Funds are 
for keeping roads open during fires, 
not for greenbelt beautification.

Golf course maintenance
Maintenance Department 

Head Shawn Hollmer informed the 
board that there was not currently 
a golf course maintenance person 
and there was a job opening there. 
Hollmer also stated that golf holes 
four, five, and six would be closed 
for the near future, in order to re-
seed greens and fairways.   

Ambulance Department
Pam Gripp gave the Ambu-

lance Department report and re-
minded everyone that she is re-
tiring on July 31 of this year, not 
December 31 as previously report-
ed. This is after 29 years of service. 
She stated that she anticipates no 
let down in service, as the Baca 
has good and experienced people 
in place. No replacement has been 
named.

EAC requests representa-
tion at violation hearings

POA Manager Alison Mc-
Clure’s administrative update 
included a request by the EAC 
(Environmental & Architectural 
Committee) that the board have 
representation at violation hear-
ings. The hearings often start at 
4pm and go until 9pm. No board 
decision was made on this.

Septic systems & green-
house size

New business began with a 
decision that bids go out to at least 
three bidders for POA Hall im-
provements to include ceiling tiles, 
carpet, and paint. Alison McClure 
will proceed with this.

A new EAC resolution to have 
residences and water/sewer/septic 
hookups precede any outbuildings 
was proposed, plus a maximum 
greenhouse size of 350sf. This 
passed 4-1, with President Lakish 
dissenting. She wanted to allow 
larger greenhouses.

 Director Brooks delivered the 
Management Strategies Commit-
tees report, stating that bids from 
other management companies will 
be forthcoming.

President Lakish wanted to 
open up executive session meet-
ings to the public in the interest of 
transparency. This was voted down 

by a 4-1 vote, with President Lak-
ish casting the lone yes vote. Sensi-
tive issues being discussed in these 
sessions was the reason the dis-
senters gave for their vote.

The meeting was adjourned at 
9:45pm.

June 10 meeting
The board of directors next 

met as regularly scheduled on June 
10.

All five board members were 
present with President Matie Belle 
Lakish presiding and twelve audi-
ence members attending.

The meeting began at 6:45pm 
after a 45-minute executive session 
closed to the public.

POA Manager, Alison Mc-
Clure, suggested adding four items 
to the financial planning segment 
of the meeting, and this proposed 
amended agenda passed unani-
mously.

Minutes from the last meeting 
were then approved unanimously.

 New business started with 
the board unanimously approving 
the Crestone Music Festival lease.

Paying local contractors
Manager McClure wanted 

to be able to waive the Vendor Re-
quirement that Hammersmith has 
in place in order to make it easier to 
hire and pay small local contractors 
that rarely have liability insurance. 
Currently, it takes weeks to get 
them paid because of this lack of in-
surance. Director Joanna Theriault 
moved to accept and was supported 
only by  Director Sughanda Brooks 
in a vote, hence the motion failed. It 
was decided to table this and sub-
mit something else to address this 
problem at the next meeting.

Fire agreement with spir-
itual center

A fire agreement with KTTG, 
very similar to the ones the Baca 
has with other spiritual centers, 
was unanimously approved, con-
tingent on fire chief approval.

Upcoming elections
An approval of board elections 

and timelines was not forthcom-
ing as there was much discussion 
on what form this would take. It 

was finally decided to create and 
approve a newsletter by the next 
board meeting that would an-
nounce upcoming elections. A let-
ter with candidates’ biographies 
and a ballot would follow.

Conditional Use request
The proposed conditional land 

use change discussion, postponed 
in the May 28 meeting, came up in 
new business. The proposed change 
was to include using the property 
as a residence as well as for preser-
vation of Native American ceremo-
nies and culture. Proposed activi-
ties included, but were not limited 
to, peyote ceremonies and drum-
ming circles several times a year. 
An audience member noted that 
this property had already hosted 
at least one peyote ceremony re-
sulting in 20-25 cars coming and 
going throughout the night. An-
other audience member noted that 
other drumming ceremonies in the 
Baca could be heard miles away. 
The board unanimously decided to 
draft a letter confirming support 
for freedom of religion but advising 
the County to reject this proposed 
change, citing an opinion that this 
sort of activity is not appropriate 
for a residential community.

Recycling center closed
The new recycle center on 

T Rd. on POA property is already 
closed. Indiscriminate dump-
ing and not paying by some users 
was cited as  the primary reasons 
for the closure. Two people with a 
background in recycling were at 
the meeting and expressed enthu-
siasm for reopening the center un-
der certain conditions. The board 
was open to this preliminary pro-
posal and more discussions will en-
sue. But for the time being, please 
do not leave any recyclables there.

Shumei offers cabin for 
fire department practice

The partially burned Shumei 
cabin was offered to the POA to 
practice fire fighting on. The board 
decided to let Fire Chief Chris Botz 
make a full report at the next meet-
ing, as there are liability issues 
that concern board members.

Who is responsible to contain 
flooding on Cottonwood Creek is 
a question that came up for the 
board. It was decided the POA has 
that responsibility and action is in 
progress.

The Management Strategies 
Committee has received two re-
sponses from a request for propos-
als, and it was decided to give the 
whole issue of different manage-
ment strategies 45 minutes at the 
next meeting.

President Lakish added the 
possibility of a local vaccination 
clinic  for pets on next meeting’s 
agenda.

The meeting was adjourned at 
9:30pm.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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A month of decisions
by Sandia Belgrade
Secure rural schools funding  
At the end of last year, ru-

ral and mostly Western counties 
missed out on more than $300 mil-
lion in Secure Rural Schools (SRS) 
funding when Congress failed to 
renew it for the first time since 
2000. This annual subsidy was in-
tended to offset the lack of funds 
received by communities depend-
ent on income from national for-
ests. 

There are over 775 rural 
counties and 4,400 schools locat-
ed near national forests. It helps 
pay for essential services such as: 
schools, road maintenance, gov-
ernment services and jobs, search 
and rescue, and conservation pro-
jects, Along with Payment in Lieu 
of Taxes (PILT), the program com-
pensates counties with large, tax-
exempt public-land bases. Now 
that Congress has passed a bipar-
tisan agreement which provides 
an extension SRS program, Sa-
guache County has to decide how 
to disperse these funds.

The State of Colorado man-
dates a certain amount of money 
received by the counties be provid-
ed for both allowed purposes of road 
and bridge, and schools. In June 
the main recipients— Kurt Bang-
hart, Moffat Superintendent, and 
Randall Arredondo, County Super-
visor Road and Bridge—faced off on 
very civil terms to assure that their 
constituencies receive their share. 
Banghart noted that good schools 
attract more people to live here. 
Arredondo stated that without 
adequate funding he might have 
to lay off employees who might 
move away from area schools. Go-
ing by the Department of the In-
terior estimates, and using the 
DOLA online estimator, the Board 
of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
decided  to divide payments based 
on an 83/17% split of projected SRS 
funds. Arredondo printed out the 
Federal land payment estimates 
based on that break:

County Roads: $204,550; 
Schools: $998,684. Given these pro-
jections, PILT estimated payments 
to the County will be $679,317.33. 
The payment per acre is $0.49.

Copies of strategic plan 
presented  

From its inception, the Coun-
ty’s strategic plan has faced conten-
tion. Critics, some present at the 
June session, have questioned if it’s 
a duplicate of the  master plan; oth-
ers have felt there was not enough 
public input. But after months of 
delay, the BOCC presented the fi-
nal document. The plan puts forth 
5-year goals towards achieving eco-
nomic growth in the county. The 
focus is on tourism, small business 
development, research and devel-
opment parks, alternative energy, 
as well as developing infrastruc-
ture and growing the workforce un-

der the banner “One County, One 
Goal.”

Acknowledging that the 
process may not have been 
perfect, the commissioners 

pointed to the significance 
of the document. Jason 

Anderson made a key 
point stating that in 
the 50’s the US said 
we’ll put a man on 
the moon. Putting 

out that broad statement into the 
world was crucial to making it hap-
pen. He views the plan the same 
way. While it states more goals 
than specific activities to achieve 
the goal of economic progress, the 
commissioners believe creating the 
document is a step forward to real-
izing progress. 

The plan speaks more about 
how to grow the county rather than 
hiring, as it needs to bear fruit 
first. In contrast to the master plan 
which contains more data, the stra-
tegic plan states more goals. The 
Saguache Chamber of Commerce 
will work with the BOCC to imple-
ment it. Regarding the feedback 
that it needs more public buy-in, 
Tim Lovato stated that it needs to 
be a county plan, not a commission-
ers’ plan. 

How will the County im-
plement strategic plan?

Businesses are looking to set 
up here, commissioner Ken Ander-
son noted, including cheese manu-
facturing, a program for putting in 
apartment buildings, and value-
added products like vodka (we are 
a potato producing valley). But the 
County has not been seizing op-
portunities the way it should. He 
believes there’s enough in the plan 
to move forward, and develop the 
needed infrastructure. Teresa Benz 
of Center felt the plan is dependent 
on community cooperation, which 
is not always reliable. Benz also 
brought up the subject of drones, to 
which Ken replied, drones are not 
being brought in for stealth, but re-
search & development.

Adjusting to the era of 
marijuana

Subsequent to the state’s le-
galization of marijuana, Saguache 
County has amended its land use 
code to permit cultivation, process-
ing and retail sale of marijuana. 
Individuals come before the BOCC 
which is the local permitting au-
thority, and present their applica-
tions  for cultivation, manufactur-
ing or establishment of retail sales 
operations. They are reviewed and 
in many cases approved. However, 
there are various issues that arise, 
particularly operations by indi-
viduals not complying with regula-
tions set forth.  

William Myers, LLC present-
ed a Conditional Use request for 
cultivation of marijuana and manu-
facture of infused products. He has 
been approved by the state, and 
there were no concerns expressed 
by nearby residents. He will need 
to buy water from the San Luis Val-
ley Conservancy District.  It will be 
grown indoors under lights using 
no chemicals or butane, only CO2 
which is not flammable. Inspection 
is required for edibles. He was ap-
proved with condition of a state li-
cense water certificate with which 
he complied.

Illegal marijuana opera-
tions

Concerns were cited regard-

ing illegal marijuana cultivation 
happening in Crestone and else-
where. There have been situations 
involving individuals growing 200 
plants or putting up greenhouses. 
The County has posted Resolution 
No. 2014-3.pdf 743.63 KB. and Or-
dinance No. LU-2014-4.pdf 319.85 
KB. Not everyone is following pro-
cedures, which include plant reg-
istration, source verification, and 
a required metrics class. Wendi 
Maez, Land Use Administrator, 
stressed that people need to know 
they must have a building permit. 
Then with GPS she can do required 
inspections. 

The Baca POA has no actual 
covenant change as yet, but the En-
vironmental & Architectural com-
mittee states that for those who 
want to submit plans for green-
houses, no greenhouse can go up 
until the house itself is substan-
tially finished and a well and septic 
are in place. Alison McClure, man-
ager, will send situations to Sheriff 
Dan Warwick.

Where’s the money?
Some illegal cultivation may 

be due to ignorance of the regula-
tions; some may be an “off the ra-
dar” headset. One impact of the 
influx of people growing marijuana 
is that they’re filling up social ser-
vices and health care, which could 
be problematic. Those coming need 
to know it’s not a free fall. Costilla 
County is experiencing difficulties 
as well. They’re having a surge of 
people who have come to grow mar-
ijuana, but it is stretching their 
social and health services. Given 
that Saguache is one of the poorest 
counties in the state, revenue from 
individuals following regulations 
could have a positive impact on Sa-
guache’s growth. Of the 52 million 
that Colorado has supposedly re-
ceived, none has come back to our 
county toward school construction 
or the sheriff ’s office.  

Public health partnership
During a work session on 

June 18,  Kimberly Bryant, Com-
munication Coordinator for 
the San Luis Valley Public 
Health Partnership, pro-
vided an orientation to the 
Public Health Partnership 
for the benefit of the new-
est Saguache County Com-
missioner, Tim Lovato. She 
gave an overview of the his-
tory and current projects 
of the partnership which 
provides opportunities for 
the six valley public health 
directors to share ideas and 
discuss opportunities to in-
crease local capacity to pro-
vide public health programs 
and services. Success sto-
ries include the new local-
ized regional Environmen-
tal Health Program, which 
will hire a second employee 
starting in mid-July to as-
sist with state-required in-
spections, including retail 
food establishments. Bry-
ant stated the partnership 
meets monthly to share in-
formation and ideas related 
to public health core pro-
grams, evaluation stand-
ards and to work together 
to improve the health of 
valley residents.

Boundary dispute
Chris Jerome spoke 

before the commissioners 

regarding a property line dispute 
that has been going on since 2006 
between him and Nathan Good. It 
involves just 1 foot of his property 
that he got from the POA. He built 
his house on lot 77 in the Baca, but 
selling the property is impossible 
until the issue is resolved. He has 
followed all recourses including 
replatting, a line adjustment, and 
paid all fees. Nathan Good said he 
took care of it, but Wendi Maez of 
Land Use verified that he hasn’t. 
Ben Gibbons, County Attorney, 
suggested Jerome look into a title 
insurance policy so there can be 
some recourse and a court can look 
into it. 

Vets’ medical services
Veterans comprise 10% of the 

valley population, approximately 
5,000 residents. Jim Sheeran, Sa-
guache County Veterans Service 
Officer, and members of the Sa-
guache County Veterans Service 
Coalition gave a heartfelt presen-
tation to the BOCC regarding the 
difficulties vets face receiving prop-
er and timely medical services giv-
en the distances they must travel, 
the difficulty of getting there and 
the expense entailed. Many suffer 
from PTSD and they’re finding art 
therapy to be helpful (Note: The 
Veteran’s Office will be closed July 
6 to July 21. Normal hours will re-
sume July 22).

County-owned lots avail-
able 

County-owned lots are avail-
able to pick up at the land use of-
fice. The Saguache County Board of 
Commissioners is accepting written 
offers for the list of posted lots. The 
lots will be for sale until an offer is 
accepted by the commissioners, at 
their discretion, or until September 
30, 2015. Residents who would like 
to submit an offer for any of these 
properties may request a packet 
from the Saguache County Land 
Use office at 719-655-2321.  Bids 
must be submitted on a County bid 
form.  Funds must accompany bids. 
No cash will be accepted.

Saguache 
  County 
   News

County Awards Sales Tax Grants 
2015 Cycle #1  
EMERGENCY
Ancient Arts Midwifery   $6,000
Crestone Performances Inc.   $6,000
Last Soup Kitchen    $6,000
Saguache County Search & Rescue    $4,808
Saguache County Social Services  $5,000
Town of Crestone , Administrator  $5,000
Town of Crestone, Youth Programs  $1,350
Neighbors Helping Neighbors            $10,000 
Kundalini Fire Management $4,500
RENEWABLE ENERGY
Crestone Creative District    $3,500
Crestone Solar School    $4,000
Saguache Chamber of Commerce  $1,500
Saguache County Leach Airport $7,900
Saguache Works   $5,500
SLV Council of Governments $1750
ScSEED    $4,000
Penitence Mountain Bike Race $4,000
Valley Community Fund  $2,500
Living Wisdom                   $10,700 
YOUTH & SENIOR
Center Boys & Girls Club  $5,000
Center Consolidated  $5,000
Crestone Charter School    $2,500
Crestone Charter School (Moffat)   $5,000 
Crestone Performance    $4,000 
CO State University ext  $6,000
Mtn.Valley Elem. School   $4,000 
Mtn.Valley School   $2,500 
Saguache Pow Wow  $4,000 
San Luis Valley Fair   $4,000 
South-Central Colo. Seniors  $6,000 
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by Gretchen Nelson, 
Crestone Town Clerk
Everyone is enthusiastically invited to Crestone’s unique celebra-

tion with festivities that make downtown an all-day family event. In the 
spirit of Independence Day the 2015 celebration theme is “Good Ol’ Red, 
White & Blue”. This event is sponsored by the Town of Crestone, the Cre-
stone Creative District and the Crestone Area Business Alliance. There 
is no need to pre-register for any events. Please see the event schedule 
and downtown map for details of this year’s incredible 4th of July cel-
ebration in this issue.

Join the fun!
At 7am start your day in Artisans Park with an old-time pancake 

breakfast, a benefit for the Crestone & Saguache County Museums, with 
help from the CCC Youth Program.  Do you like to run, walk or crawl? 
Be part of the 5k-Race at Elephant Cloud on Cottonwood St.; registration 
starts at 7:30am. Decorate yourselves, vehicles or a float and join the pa-
rade. Kids aged 8 and under still have time to be a baby bee in the Kazoo 
Band.Just join in on the parade line-up starting at 11am on Copper Ave.  
After the parade bring the kids to the “Fun Zone” located behind Town 
Hall to enjoy the bounce house, miniature golf, and much more. Feeling 
the heat? Cool off and get dunked or if you dare, dunk the Sheriff in the 
“Big Splash” dunk tank. Eat, dance, shop, visit and listen to music in Lit-
tle Pearl & Artisans Parks. Vendor spaces are available until 1pm, July 3.  
For event information contact Gretchen at Town Hall, 256-4313 or email 
her at crestone@fairpoint.net.

Please respect a harmonious event!  No dogs please!
Please leave the dogs at home. Even when leashed, dogs have un-

desirable interactions with each other and with humans, particularly 
small children. Consult the downtown map for parking; don’t park in “No 
Parking” areas even if there’s another vehicle there, and where roadside 
parking is permitted, park completely off the street. To ensure events 
flow smoothly, help the parade marshals by keeping an eye out to prevent 
children from running out in the streets, in front of parade vehicles.

Crestone loves its volunteers!
Please thank the many volunteers who help make this a wonder-

ful event for everyone to enjoy. The most helpful spontaneous service is 
picking up litter, especially from the parade route, in the vendor area and 
parks and is greatly appreciated. 

And most of all, have a great time!

Welcome to Crestone’s 4th of July celebration!
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Crestone’s 4th of July Festivities 
Schedule of Events

Sponsored by The Town of Crestone, Crestone Creative District 
and the Crestone Area Business Alliance

7 - 10 am   Old Time Pancake Breakfast Benefit
Purchase a breakfast and help benefit the Crestone & Saguache 
County Museums, Pet Partners and the CCC Youth Program on 
Galena Avenue.

8 am   Run, Walk or Crawl 5k-Race 
There’s no need to pre-register for this event just show up at El-
ephant Cloud on Cottonwood Street. Sign up starts at 7:30 am.  
10 - 11 am   Creation Station for Kids 
In the back yard behind Town Hall kids can get dressed up and 
decorate their bikes to join the parade.

10 am - 4 pm   Vendors, Food and Entertainment 
Vendors of hand crafted goods, local artwork, services and ideas 
will be in Artisans & Little Pearl Parks. Food vendors are located 
next to Artisans Park on Galena Ave. Entertainment and live 
music throughout the day in Artisans Park with a break for the 
Parade. 

Noon Parade   “GOOD OL’ RED, WHITE & BLUE” 
Everyone is welcome to enter the parade by joining the line-up on 
Copper Avenue starting at 11am. The parade route is shown on 
the event map. Wheelchair and handicapped accessible viewing 
is from the Artisans Gallery porch - ramp from Galena Avenue.  
Please remember - No water throwing or spraying on the parade 
route.

10 am - 4 pm   Fun Zone for Kids
The Fun Zone area is located in the back yard behind Town Hall 
for kids to play all day. Bounce to the moon & back in the bounce 
house or play a game of miniature golf. There’s a fishing pond for 
kids, an egg toss, face painting and much more for all to enjoy.

“The Big Splash is Back”
Come enjoy the “Big Splash” as we dunk some friendly neighbors 
and if you dare, dunk the County Sheriff.  Take your turn to hit 
the target and send someone for a plunge!  Just so you don’t miss 
your chance to dunk the person you want, the line-up schedule of 
the ‘dunkees’ will be posted by the dunk tank all day.

Dance, Dance, Dance
The Trubelos will be playing at Cloud Station (200 S. Cottonwood 
Street).  Doors open at 7 – 7:30 pm.  Admission is $10.

Crestone Historical Museum & Welcome Center
Stop by the historical museum in the 1880 bank lobby, corner of 
Alder Street and Galena Avenue in the big blue building.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:crestone@fairpoint.net
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Welcome center & museum
The Crestone Historical Museum has become a general-purpose wel-

come center during the summer months. Volunteers answer visitor ques-
tions about what to see, how to get there, where to hike, where to eat, etc. 
The new visitor-friendly street maps of Crestone-Baca help, and can be 
seen at the updated kiosk, or picked up at the welcome center or Crestone 
Mercantile.

4th of July Crestone Kazoo Band!
World-famous fun! The Crestone Kazoo Band is led this 4th by a li-

censed Baton Twirler with ribbon-streamer contingent.
The Kazooers are delighted to be joined by slide whistles, bells and 

tambourines.  And they can march with a “Yankee-doodle swagger”!
Plus! The Buzzing Baby Bees Kazoo Band (whose kazoo playing will 

be a bzzzz) will be a new addition to this year’s parade.

July 4th  – 4:30pm    
Crestone Performances’ Garden

   Alchemical, Sonic Expedition into the Realms of Nature

Enchanted Sound Garden

Enchanted Sound Garden offers 
unique audible experience July 4

Enchanted Sound Garden in Crestone: Peter May and friends will be 
offering an alchemical, sonic expedition into the plant and mineral realms 
using a musical instrument digital interface from Damanhur, Italy. Al-
chemical formulations and drinks will be available from Windhorse Bo-
tanicals. Doors open at 4:30pm and event starts at 5pm. Event will be 
held at the Crestone Performances’ Garden Terrace. Tickets available at 
enchantedsoundgarden.com or at the door. Limited seating. 

For more information: enchantedsoundgarden@gmail.com.

mailto:enchantedsoundgarden@gmail.com
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+  2015  +

+  August 7, 8 & 9  +

The Crestone Music Festi-
val is family-friendly with lots of 
great activities planned for kids 
of all ages!  

Free morning yoga
To start your days, we offer 

free Yoga with Cynthia Nielsen!  
Cynthia is a certified Yoga Al-
liance instructor who will also 
offer a special yoga workshop 
during the days geared towards 
little ones. 

Circus workshops
The Salida Circus returns 

with parades, stilt walkers, ac-
robatics & costumes.  This is a 
people circus so there will be 
no monkeys on your back, but 
there will be plenty of fun and 
laughs.  Two youth workshops 
are planned for Saturday & 
Sunday afternoons so your little 
performer can learn real circus 
acts!  

“We are the drum” 
workshops

The Kids Zone will see the 
return of “We are the drum” with 
drumming workshops for all 
ages by Rosario.  

Wood chopping and 
pie eating contests

We will still have our tradi-

tional men’s and women’s wood 
chopping contests and limbo and 
pie-eating contests. 

Climbing wall & more
Hoola-hoops, beach balls 

and bubbles will be rolling and 
bouncing around. Back, after 
years away, is a climbing wall! 
The bungee jump can’t make it 
so it’s back to climbing the walls. 

Our Family Tent and activi-
ties are located on the west end 
of the festival.  The schedule of 
activities will be posted at the 
gate, on the family tent and in 
the program. 

All workshops are free. We 
are still working on more activi-
ties so be sure to check the Au-
gust Eagle for more information 
or call us at 719-256-4533. So get 
your “kidness” ready for fun!

   Friday, August 7th   
1:30 – 2:15 (west stage)  River Bottom Blues Band 
2:45 - 3:45 (west stage)  Blue Rooster 
4:00 – 5:30 (east stage)  Intuit 
6:00 – 7:30 (west stage)  Global Soul Experience 
8:00 – 10:00 (east stage)  Lunar Fire  

   Saturday, August 8th 
10:30 – 11:15 (east stage)  Rusty Lovell   
11:30 – 12:15 (east stage)  Cari and James
12:40 – 1:20 (east stage)  Fiji Acoustic
1:30 – 2:30 (west stage)  Sandy Wells
2:45 – 3:45 (east stage)  Beth Quist            
3:45 – 4:00             Break - Women’s Wood Chopping Contest
4:00 – 4:30 (west stage)  Belly Sattva
4:30 – 4:50   Break – Men’s Wood Chopping Contest
4:50 – 6:00 (east stage)  Mama Magnolia 
6:15 – 7:30 (west stage)  Todo Mundo
7:30 - 8:00   Break – Scholarship Award
8:00 - 9:30 (east stage)  Robben Ford   
  

   Sunday, August 9th
8:00     ScSeed Pancake Breakfast
8:30– 9:00 (east stage)  Seat of the Pants String Band  
9:30 – 10:30 (east stage)  CB Jazz
10:45 – 11:45 (west stage) The Sonic Apothecary
12:00 – 1:00 (east stage)  Teddy and the Tarantulas  
1:00 – 1:15    Break – Pie Eating Contest
1:15 – 2:30 (west stage)  The Rifters
2:45 – 3:45 (east stage)  Logo Liji     
3:45 – 4:00    Break – Limbo Contest
4:00 - 5:30 (west stage)  Gypsie Moon
5:30 – 6:00    Break – Raffle Drawing 
6:00 – 7:30 (east stage)  The Young Dubliners

+  2015 Schedule  +

A relaxed afternoon at the Crestone Music Festival.

Fun & Games

‘We are the drum’ workshops are back by popular demand.Hoola-hoops and costumes. Circus folks get a stilt’s-eye view.

Wood chopping contests will be available 
again.

The pie eating contest isn’t for everyone. 

+    for kids of all ages    +

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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+  Enter the raffle for five spectacular prizes  +

by Tom Dessain
Get your tickets now for the 17th Annual 

Crestone Music Festival August 7, 8, & 9 at last 
year’s prices! The festival is a 22 act, two-stage, 
multi-genre, multicultural event with camping, 
arts & crafts, great food, Colorado libations, a 
raffle, a kids’ zone and all-age activities. Please 
see the Eagle articles this month for this year’s 
raffle and family fun information.   

Our Friday night headliner is Lunar Fire. 
They are a multimedia, trans-cultural, musical 
spectacle with costumed dance, trapeze artists, 
fire dancers and world class musicians. Open-
ing for Lunar Fire is the nature 
friendly funk band Global Soul Ex-
perience. Also on Friday is the cello 
reggae of Intuit plus local bands 
Blue Rooster and The River Bottom 
Blues Band.  

Saturday night will feature 
5-time Grammy nominated and 
renowned guitarist, Robben Ford. 
Robben began his career support-
ing harmonica virtuoso Charlie 
Musselwhite. He then joined the 
historic fusion group Tom Scott & 
The L.A. Express and began touring 
with Joni Mitchell. Ford went on to 
record and tour with Bonnie Raitt, 
Bob Dylan, Phil Lesh and a host of 

others. By the time 
he joined the Miles 
Davis’ group, he’d de-
veloped a signature 
approach based on 
an axis of blues, jazz, 
pop and rock. Open-
ing for Robben Ford 
is Todo Mundo, an 
award-winning Latin 
band with killer horns 
from San Diego. Also 

on Saturday 
will be soul 
from Mama 
Magnolia, bel-
ly dance from 
Belly Sattva, 
new age from 
Beth Quist, 
country from 
Sandy Wells, 
original soft 
rock from Fiji 
Acoustic, folk 
rock from Cari 
& James and 
singer song-
writer Rusty 
Lovell. 

Sunday features the legendary 
Young Dubliners! The band members’ dual 
Irish and American heritage has always re-
sulted in a distinctive and richly varied musi-
cal palette. Opening for the Young Dubliners 

is the Americana New Grass band sensation, 
Gipsy Moon. Also on Sunday will be Ghana 
Drum & Dance from Logo Liji, smooth coun-
try grass from the Rifters, the original rockin’ 
sound of Teddy and the Tarantulas, singing 
plants (we’re serious) from Sonic Apothecary, 
sweet jazz with CB Jazz and down home pick-

in’ from the Seat of the Pants 
String Band.  

All ticket prices have been 
frozen from last year. Advance 
prices are: Under 12 free; teens 
$10 a day or $25 for the weekend; 
adults $27 Friday, $37 Saturday, 
$27 Sunday or $75 for the week-
end; seniors $17 Friday, $22 Sat-
urday, $17 Sunday or $45 for the 
weekend. Camping prices have 
actually gone down to $25 for the 
weekend per person. 

Please visit www.crestfest.org 
and order your tickets or call our 
office at 719-256-4533 or toll free at 
855-85MUSIC. The Crestone Mu-
sic Festival is a production of Cre-
stone Performances Inc., a 501c3 
non-profit community service or-
ganization. 

The Crestone Music Festival 
Raffle is back with five spectacular 
prizes! The first prize is our desti-
nation package. This prize helps 
you get out and explore colorful 
Colorado and Northern New Mexi-
co. It includes ski packages, concert 
packages and hot springs packag-
es. We are still adding to the vari-
ety of locations so be sure to check 
the August Eagle or our web site at 
www.crestfest.org for up-dates. So 
far there are tickets to the Durango 
Community Concert Hall, the Rio 
Grande Scenic Railroad and the 
Gunnison Arts Center.  Also in the 
package is an overnight stay for 
two at Joyful Journey Hot Springs 
and Orient Land Trust. Then there 
are passes to Arapahoe Basin and 
Monarch Ski area.  The total val-
ue of this prize is growing, so stay 
tuned. 

Another prize still growing 
is a sack full of multiple Colorado 
Hot Springs day passes. It includes 

so far 10 passes to Joyful Jour-
ney Hot Springs, 4 passes to Ori-
ent Land Trust, 10 passes to Orvis 
Hot Springs and $300 towards the 
package of your choice at the Sand 
Dunes Swimming Pool! We’re try-

ing to get more so stay tuned.
Next, directly from Martin, 

is a brand new Martin acoustic 
electric guitar worth over $900! It 
comes with a hard shell case, Fish-
man active electronics and a full 
warranty.  Robben Ford’s signature 
will make it one-of-a-kind! 

 The prize from Kristi 
Mountain Sports in Alamosa is 

$500 credit to be used towards 
any product or products from their 
store. This can include hiking gear, 
ski gear, climbing gear or a moun-

tain bike.  They have a huge selec-
tion of products and it’s just plain 
fun to shop at a sporting goods 
store. Just is!

 Our last but not least 
prize is Christmas in August. 
You will win an assortment of 

items and services from our fes-
tival vendors. The exact value is 
unpredictable but has exceeded 
$1,000 every time so far. It in-
cludes items such as jewelry, 
clothing, arts & crafts, leather 
goods, woodworking, candles, 
hoola-hoops, massages, pottery, 
photos, services and more! 

 Raffle ticket prices are the 
same at $7 for one, 3 for $15 or 5 
for $20. Tickets can be purchased 
during the festival, at our booth at 
the 4th of July celebration in Cre-
stone, at our office (719-256-4533), 
or from CPI board members.  Board 
members are: Peter Taylor, Aaron 
Conrad, Don Richmond, Kizzen 
Lakai, Akia Tanara, Dennis Neu-
haus, Eli Dokson, Steve Westra, 
Sarah Koehn Fry and Dan Perl-
man. They’re all carrying, so grab 
‘em and get ‘em! You can view the 
mountain bike and play the guitar 
at our booth at the Crestone 4th of 
July celebration.

Martin guitar.

Mountain bike. 

+  Friday  +

+  Saturday  +

+  Sunday  +

+  Here comes the show!  Headliners & more  +

Young Dubliners

Robben Ford

http://www.crestfest.org
http://www.crestfest.org
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Chuck Pyle returns to Shumei July 31
Shumei International is 

happy host Chuck Pyle, the “Zen 
Cowboy” on Friday July 31 at 7pm.  
His music—part cowboy, part New 
Age—reflects a mystical connection 
to the landscape of the American 
West. There is a $15 suggested do-
nation at the door.

Chuck Pyle has won high 
praise from both fans and peers 
alike throughout an inspired per-
formance career of over 40 years. 
When reviewers first gave him the 
“Zen Cowboy” moniker, he decided 
to, as he says, “Always ride the 
horse in the direction it’s going,” 
and took the nickname to heart, 
shaving his head and blending his 
upbeat perspective with old-fash-
ioned horse sense. He mixes infec-
tiously hummable melodies with 
straight-from-the-saddle poetry, 
quoting bumper stickers, proverbs, 
world leaders and old cowboys.  

An accomplished songwriter, 
Chuck’s songs have been recorded 
by John Denver, The Nitty Grit-
ty Dirt Band and Suzy Bogguss. 
Country fans know him best for 
writing “Cadillac Cowboy”, record-
ed by the late Chris LeDoux, and 
“Jaded Lover,” recorded by Jerry 
Jeff Walker.  While fans love his 
recordings, they absolutely adore 
his live performance. The first time 
Chuck made an audience laugh, he 

says, he was “hooked”. A nimble 
guitarist, his sense of rhythm is 
more like a fine classical, or jazz, 
soloist than a songwriter, and his 
songs are musically sophisticated 
yet full of uncluttered space. 

The Chuck Pyle Finger-Style 
approach to guitar has distin-
guished him as a true original and 
earned him invitations to teach 
at such prestigious events as The 
Puget Sound Guitar Workshop and 
The Swannanoa Gathering. His 
music makes him a favorite of Bill 
& Melinda Gates who have had him 
play at their home in Seattle. Since 
writing the theme-song for a PBS 
series called Spirit of Colorado, 
Chuck has attained local fame and 
has even performed for the opening 
session of the Colorado State Leg-
islature.   Chuck Pyle came from 
Iowa in 1965 when, “Boulder was 
mostly gravel streets”, and resides 
on the Front Range of Colorado. 
He does 100 dates a year all across 
the country, playing festivals and 
theaters, coffeehouses and house 
concerts. Pyle has thirteen albums 
to his credit, including his newest 
CD, Cover Stories.

Please join is on July 31 for 
an evening of excellent entertain-
ment. For more information visit 
www.shumeicrestone.org or call 
719-256-5284.

Sculptor Angela Eastman is Shumei’s 
featured artist for July

North Carolina-based sculp-
tor Angela Eastman has her work 
on display at the Shumei Gallery 
in Crestone for the month of July. 
A symposium with Angela will be 
held on Sunday July 12 starting at 
3pm. A reception will follow.

Angela states, “My work is 
based on the conviction that ob-
servation and appreciation of the 
natural world can lead to increased 
care for our environment and for 
each other. Many of my projects 
stem from extrapolation of pat-
terns observed in nature, and ex-
plore the delicate 
balance of human-
ity and wildness. I 
am inspired equal-
ly by the empa-
thy I have learned 
from human rela-
tionships and by 
a subtly different 
empathy that I 
have been taught 
by spending time 
in wild places.”

While Angela 
is loosely based in 
North Carolina, 
she attended Colo-
rado College for her 

BA. More recently she completed 
the Core Fellowship Program at 
Penland School of Crafts. Her work 
has been exhibited nationally and 
is in the permanent collection of 
Colorado College and Duke Uni-
versity. 

Come meet Angela and learn 
more about her work on Sunday 
July 12 starting at 3pm to 5pm. 
This event is free to the public, 
please visit www.shumeicrestone.
org or call 256-5284 for more infor-
mation. The Shumei gallery is open 
every day 9 to 5pm.

Carolina-based sculptor Angela Eastman is featured at 
Shumei for July.Chuck Pyle, the “Zen Cowboy” returns to Shumei.

First Session: July 9th and 10th
Second Session: July 28th and 29th
By donation or Scholarship money available.
Ages: Middle to High School
Penitente and surrounding area
All equipment provided and all skill levels welcome!

Summer Climbing Camps for Crestone Youth!

Sponsored by 
Colorado Mountain Club’s Youth Education program.

Contact Ryan Johns
ryanbradyjohns@gmail.com

303.563.9767

Supreme Court Upholds 
Same-Sex Marriage

JUNE 26, 2015

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.shumeicrestone
mailto:ryanbradyjohns@gmail.com
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Crestone artists 
offer tours of their 
perpetually open 
studios

In addition to the yearly Stu-
dio Tour on October 10-11 this 
year, local artists open their art 
studios to visitors year round for 
Perpetually Open Studio Tours.

Visit www.CrestoneArtists.
com to peruse the selection of 
participating artists and call the 
phone numbers listed to schedule 
your custom local studio tour.

Numerous local artists invite 
you into their personal studios to 
experience the creative process in 
action as you ask questions about 
their inspiration, thoughts, feel-
ings and process.  

See copper works by Shahna 
Lax, paintings by Beatris Bur-
goin, Jennifer Thomson, and the 
late Robin Ross, fantastical pa-
perworks by Allison Wonderland, 
encaustics by Stephen Futral, 
landscapes in serene pastels by 
Emmy Savage and watercolor by 
Jo Anne Kiser, expressive acrylic 
paintings and pastels by Barbara 
Stamm Dose, industrially beauti-
ful salvaged wind chimes by Rose 
Burek and quilted art by Pat Tul-
los.

Stop by the Artisan’s Gal-
lery downtown to pick up a copy 
of the brochure of artists partici-
pating in the Perpetually Open 
Studio Tours and treat your sum-
mer guests to a unique local expe-
rience. 

Crestone Artisans Gallery celebrates 
Judy Arnold, Artist of the Month

by Carolyn Victoria 
Judy Arnold moved to Cre-

stone and the Baca area five years 
ago from the Roaring Fork Valley, 
where she and her husband lived 
for 25 years.  She has worked in 
stained glass, watercolor and acryl-
ic, and more recently began work-
ing in pottery, taking classes with 
Lynn Drake, owner of Clay Art in 
Crestone.  “I thought it would be 
interesting if I could create small 
birds to place in my garden.”  For 
Judy, this initial idea evolved into 
a love of watching the various birds 
in her garden, and she began hand 
crafting ceramic birds, trying to 
make them look as lifelike as possi-
ble.  When Clay Art closed in 2014, 
Judy joined the Crestone Artisan’s 
Gallery.  

Now, Judy’s work has ex-

panded at the gallery, with many 
birds, each a unique and life-like 
magical embodiment, along with 
new works of ceramic faces, an el-
ephant, some dragons and green-
men.  Each piece is one of a kind 
and they are considered “treasured 
gifts of Crestone”.  Judy also shows 
her birds at the Maverick Potter in 
Salida.   

The Crestone Artisan’s Gal-
lery is a place where fine art 
thrives.  With a productive group 
of over 30 local artists represented 
through working membership and 
consignment, the art is very special 
to this area and born out of great 
passion and skill from talented 
painters, photographers, ceramic 
artists, fabric artists, jewelry de-
signers, woodworkers, metal art-
ists, stone workers, and more.  

There are new members to meet, 
and longstanding ones, and the art 
is always changing!  

July events
July 4:  Community Peace 

Flags—Join in the creation of peace 
flags on the porch!  All day event.  

July 11:  Second Saturday 
Artwalk!  Refreshments and art 
demonstrations  3-5pm.

Gallery summer hours:  
Wednesday-Monday 10am-5pm 
(closed on Tuesdays).

Kingfisher sculpture 9” x 4” x 4” by Judy 
Arnold. 

I N  C R E S T O N E ,  C O
HANDMADE ICE CREAM SHOP

SATURDAY, JULY 4TH

OPEN 9AM-CLOSE

DOOR PRIZES & MUCH MORE COOL STUFF!

Crestone, Colorado

Aug. 10: artistic presentation 
on Franz Marc

Aug. 7-11: Art Retreat
Aug. 21-25 noon: Landscape 

Painting Retreat

719-937-7694
www.jenniferthomson.net

Sun Studio

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

ENCAUSTIC PAINTING 
WORKSHOP

Friday, July 31st 
or 

Saturday, August 1st

Larain Matheson’s Studio (Baca)
$90 - incl. materials 
All levels welcome!

larainapple@mac.com
719-588-0777

http://www.CrestoneArtists
http://www.jenniferthomson.net
mailto:larainapple@mac.com
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Canadian animal communicator visits 
Crestone, offering “pet talks”

Tonka is a beautiful bulldog 
who often visits his “Nana”, Marcia 
Heusted, proprietor of Crestone’s 
Coll House, B & B. Tonka is the 
kind of dog who seems to want to 
please his humans but, for some 
reason, he had begun to act out 
in ways that were unacceptable. 
What to do with a bulldog who 
chases cyclists? That was when 
Madii showed up at the Coll House, 
a guest and also an animal com-
municator visiting from Canada.  
Marcia enlisted Madii’s services to 
talk with Tonka. Good news! Tonka 
very much wanted to fit in. Turns 
out he was a dog in need of a job; 
and Marcia was only too happy to 
oblige! Now, when Tonka visits the 
Coll House, and guests arrive, he 
receives his instructions, “Tonka, 
please greet the guests. Do your 
job.”  Tonka goes out to greet the 
visitors and has settled down to 
fully enjoy his dog life and, in par-
ticular, his visits with his “Nana”. 

Madii Kasem is an Animal 
Communicator and Nature Com-
municator from Ontario, Canada. 
She will be offering two days of 
Pet Talk: private consultations for 
pet owners and their animal com-
panions to help resolve behaviour 

issues, dietary/health issues, tran-
sition questions, or just to answer 
questions about what your pet has 
to say.

When clients ask if this is 
a “reading”, Madii explains that 
some aspects resemble a “reading”, 
such as when an energetic health 
scan is required. Mostly, it is differ-
ent from a reading because Madii 
communicates directly, telepathi-
cally with the pet. Just like hu-
mans, animals have dignity, have a 
life path, have a destiny, and have 
free will to discriminate. When 
communicating directly with a pet, 
Madii honours the animal being’s 
preferences. 

Pet Talk with Madii will take 
place at Coll House, 1019 Moon-
light Way, Crestone, on Monday 
July 6 & Tuesday July 7, 9am-5pm. 
Thirty-minute private consulta-
tions cost $75 (please inquire about 
sliding scale).

To reserve your private ses-
sion, contact Madii Kasem at 416-
272-5112.

Please bring 4 or 5 questions 
that you would like to ask your pet, 
and provide a carrier or a leash.

To learn more about Madii, 
please visit her website: Madii.ca. 

Salida Aspen Concerts season 
features world-class artists

Salida Aspen Concerts’ 39th 
season, featuring a new piano and 
stars who perform throughout the 
world, opens Saturday, July 11.

 Pianist Joyce Yang, 27, called 
the greatest of her generation, re-
turns for the seventh time in the 
last eight years, and will perform 
with violinist Augustin Hadelich, 
who plays a Stradivarius and 
thrilled the audience last year.

Bassist/composer Edgar 
Meyer, whom the New Yorker calls 
“the most remarkable virtuoso” 
in the history of his instrument, 
will also return, as will pianist 
John O’Conor, playing an all-
Beethoven program, and pianist 
Anton Nel, performing solo works 
and Dvořák’s lyrical “Piano Quin-
tet in A Major, B. 155, op. 81,” with 
a chamber music group.

The six concerts, featuring 
mainly faculty from Aspen Music 
Festival and School, will be held at 
7:30pm at Salida High School au-
ditorium.

The opening concert Saturday, 
July 11, will feature students from 
the Aspen chamber music studio of 
pianist Wu Han and cellist David 
Finckel. The students and compo-
sitions they play have not yet been 
announced.

 On Saturday, July 18, the 
piano duo of Orion Weiss and 
Shai Wosner play Ravel’s “Mother 
Goose,” originally written for piano 
duet, and selections from Brahms 
Waltzes and Hungarian Dances, 
and Dvořák’s Slavonic Dances.

On Monday, July 27, Irish 
pianist John O’Conor, one of the 
world’s top Beethoven interpret-
ers, will play an all-Beethoven pro-

gram, including the “Diabelli Vari-
ations,” which the eminent pianist 
Alfred Brendel called “the greatest 
of all piano works.”

On Saturday, August 1, Yang 
and Hadelich play César Franck’s 
popular “Violin Sonata in A major, 
M. 8.” Each will play solo works for 
their instrument, including Yang 
performing Claude Debussy’s  “Es-
tampes,” which mimics both Euro-
pean and Asian music.

 The following Saturday, Au-
gust 8, pianist Anton Nel plays Mo-
zart, Chopin, and Debussy, includ-
ing “Clair de lune,” before joining a 
chamber group in the Dvořák piano 
quintet.

The final concert is Thurs-
day, August 13, featuring world-
renowned bassist and composer 
Edgar Meyer, playing classics and 
his own compositions with a string 
quintet. Meyer plays jazz and blue-
grass as well as classical music.

 Further details as they be-
come available can be seen on the 
website SalidaAspenConcerts.org. 
Tickets remain $15 ($3 for stu-
dents) and can be purchased at the 
door or in advance online.

JULY 6 & 7, Private Sessions
$75 (sliding scale option)

Kindly bring a leash/carrier
Please prepare 4-5 questions

Pet Talk with

ANIMAL COMMUNICATOR
NATURE COMMUNICATOR

madiikasem@gmail.com 416-272-5112
COLL HOUSE 1019 Moonlight Way Crestone, CO

“I need a job!” Animal communicator Madii Kasem with Tonka.

Integrating structural, emotional, nutritional health in one treatment

For local appointments, call Annie: 719.256.5668
http://quantumchiropractic.org

Daniel B. Flemming, D.C.
Quantum Chiropractic Care

719.337.6633

              N A O M I  L A K E  

naomi@naomilake.com ~  www.naomilake.com
Crestone

719 937-7803

Santa Fe
505 982-1183

Call/TextShamanic Journey work ~ Esoteric Healing
Quantum Bio-feedback

Indiv., groups and distant sessions all ages

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://quantumchiropractic.org
mailto:madiikasem@gmail.com
http://www.thelightchamber.com
mailto:naomi@naomilake.com
http://www.naomilake.com
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4th Annual Saguache Hollyhock 
Festival blooms July 25

by Leigh Mills
The Saguache Chamber of 

Commerce invites you to the 4th 
Annual Hollyhock Festival from 
10am-3pm on Saturday, July 25 
in Saguache, CO.  The hollyhock 
(Alcea rosea) is the Town’s official 
flower, and this unique, one-of-a-
kind event celebrates its prolific 
beauty, hardiness, and versatile 
qualities.  This year promises a 
spectacular showing with all the 
moisture we’ve had and the town’s 
gardens looking their best.

Start your day at the Hol-
lyhock Headquarters (Saguache 
Community Building), located at 
Otto Mears Park just off Hwy. 285, 
and pick up a self-guided tour map 
of the gardens that have entered 
the “Best Hollyhock” or “Best Gar-
den” contest.  View the Hollyhock 
Art Contest entries and Hollyhock 
Info Display while kids make spe-
cial Hollyhock Flower Dolls.  Enjoy 
refreshments before touring the 
town and its beautiful gardens. 
Contest winners will be announced 

and prizes awarded to the Best 
Hollyhock Artist (adult and jun-
ior), and to the winning gardens at 
noon.  Come back then and enjoy 
a hearty lunch by Mama Laurie’s 
kitchen and delicious root beer 
floats served by the Friends of the 
Saguache Library. 

 While touring around Sa-
guache on foot, bicycle, or driving, 
make sure to visit shops, galler-
ies, and restaurants, as well as 
the renowned Saguache County 
Museum.  Make July 25 a special 
day to visit Saguache and enjoy all 
the beauty it has to offer.  The 4th 
Annual Hollyhock Festival is spon-
sored by the Saguache Chamber of 
Commerce and is gratefully sup-
ported by these local businesses: 
Salida Nursery, Brady’s West, Cat-
lin’s Greenhouse, and Murdoch’s  in 
Salida; True Value in Monte Vista, 
True Value in Salida, Casa Azul in 
Villa Grove. For more festival info, 
visit the Saguache Chamber web-
site: www.SaguacheChamber.org 
or call 719-655-0155.     

Saguache 
Hollyhock Festival

WWW.SAGUACHECHAMBER.ORG

w

Saturday, July 25 l 10AM-3PM l Saguache,CO 

Community Gardens Contest Show l Flower Art Contest Show

Fun for All Ages!

Look for the Hollyhock Gnome and Johnny Hollyhockseed in the Parade on the 4th

ALMA—‘Sundays at Six’ supplies 
summer sounds in Alamosa

Sundays at Six returns June 28 to Alamosa! Enjoy free music in 
Cole Park throughout the summer presented to you by The Alamosa Live 
Music Association (ALMA). Sundays at Six started a number of years 
back and has grown into a hallmark of the San Luis Valley summertime 
season.  For two of the most beautiful months in our fair valley the com-
munity is exposed to all kinds of music, performed by everyone from the 
neighbor down the street to nationally recognized touring musicians.

This year’s lineup includes a variety of musical tastes offering mu-
sical artists in different genres from jazz, americana, mariachi and blue-
grass. Many of the acts will be familiar to the audience, with five out 
of the seven groups having played Sundays at Six before. These acts 
include local favorites Don Richmond and the Rifters, Mariachi San Luis 
and the SLV Big Band. Other returning acts are the rising folk/pop quar-
tet SHEL and the talented blues/folk duet Moors and McCumber.

The season will open on June 28 with newcomers to Sundays at Six, 
2-Bit Palomino. Hailing from Houston, 2-Bit Palomino is singer/song-
writers Andi Renfree, Ren Renfree and Bill Ward. Founded in March 
of 2010, 2BP (as their fans call them) have made huge strides and are 
quickly becoming a household name in Texas music and across the coun-
try. 2-Bit Palomino is the 2011 and 2013 recipient of the Vocal Group of 
the Year award from the Academy of Texas Music.

ALMA “Builds Community through Quality Live Music.” For more 
information on the Sundays at Six lineup and rain cancellations, like 
ALMA on Facebook or go to www.almaonline.org.

Bees love hollyhocks and so do we!                                                   photo by Leigh Mills

Lund Eye Care Associates
Dr. Larry A. Lund

Optometry
Full Comprehensive exams 

including
Macular Degeneration
Glaucoma and Diabetic 
Evaluations and Care

205 G Street
Salida, CO 81201

Ofc: 719-539-2519
Fax: 719-539-7327

Call 719.422.3309 for free delivery in the Crestone area.

Amigo Bob’s     SeaWeed Gro
The most cost-effective OMRI certified plant nutrients available. 

We are giving $640 
of product away in July.

See BeyondOrganica.com for details.

http://www.SaguacheChamber.org
http://www.almaonline.org
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HAPS

A Scent of the Sufis
Sara Morgan invites you to at-

tend “A Scent of the Sufis”, Thurs-
day, July 23, 6:30-8:30pm, at 341 
Palomino Way, Crestone.

Sara Morgan has traveled 
a sufi path for over 40 years, is a 
recognized Sheikha in 2 sufi line-
ages, and wants only to share the 
gifts she has been given.  She is a 
direct student of Murshid Samuel 
Lewis (“Sufi Sam”, founder of the 
Dances of Universal Peace) and of 
Pir Vilayat Khan, son of Hazrat 
Inayat Khan, renowned Chisti Sufi 
Pir and classical Indian musician, 
and has also studied with Mevlevi 
Sheikhs.  She has taught exten-
sively in the past and is also a long-
time student of Tsoknyi Rinpoche, 
Tibetan Dzogchen teacher, and is 
universal in her outlook.  Sara has 
been blessed to live in Crestone for 
most of the last year.

Death Café
It’s time for another Crestone 

Death Café! You’ve heard about the 
others; now is your time to attend. 
Does your inner voice ask you how 
you feel about death and dying? Do 
you have questions, or opinions and 
feelings to share? The Death Café 
is an event where informal conver-
sations about issues pertaining to 
death and dying can take place in a 
relaxed setting. Death cafés began in 
Europe and have spread around the 
world as a movement to facilitate a 
more open awareness and accept-
ance of that part of natural life which 
is often difficult to speak about.

Crestone End of Life Project 
(CEOLP) and its sister organization 
Informed Final Choices (IFC) are 
hosting a Death Café on Saturday, 
July 11 from 1:30-3:30 at Crestone 
Charter School. There is no charge 
to attend. We do encourage you 
to RSVP by calling Marta at 719-
937-1292 or emailing informedfi-
nalchoices@gmail.com and writing 
“death cafe” in the subject line. An 
RSVP really helps us so much!

Offerings  
at Saguache Museum

The Saguache County Muse-
um hosts these free programs:  July 
12, Bessie Konishe: Japanese settle-
ment in the San Luis Valley; July 
19, Angie Krall: archaeology report 
on the terrain at the foot of the 
Sangres; and July 19, Jeff Bilder-
beck: London Summer Olympics 
2012.  Time:  1:30pm, refreshments 
served, donations accepted.

New acquisitions include a 
pottery butter churn, and three lit-
tle cameras from 1910, 1913 and 
1915.

New books include:  Bess, 
Brides of the Multitude, Colorado 
Mountain Women, Stained Glass 
Rose, The Fur Trade in Colorado, 
Silver & Sawdust, Early American 
Toys & Games, Daughters of the 
Earth, and Ghosts of the Sangre de 
Cristo.

Tea Circle Monday, July 6 
The Tea Circle is at at 4:30 

and a pot luck supper at 6 pm . . . 
save the date, you are invited!

What is a Tea Circle gather-
ing? A taste of silence plus explor-
ing community in 3 parts:

Part 1: tea served in a circle!
Part 2: personal creative ex-

pression :)
Part 3: respectful dialogue ~~
**Please bring a cushion to sit 

on and a teacup (and a plate/bowl & 
spoon for the potluck.RSVP (please 
reply—yes or no—so we know how 
to prepare), to Paul  719-256-4656 
(for questions and directions).

Baca National Wildlife 
Refuge offers tours July, 
August & September

Baca National Wildlife Refuge 
invites you  to take a tour with us 
to see what’s new on your national 
wildlife refuge. Reservations are 
required: first come, first served. 
Limited seating is available. Tours 
are approximately 4 hours long 
and leave promptly at 9am from 
the new office at the former ranch 
headquarters on County Road T. 
For reservations call 719-256-5527.

Tour schedule
Thursday July 9—Water 

Management 
Thursday July 23—Biological 

Monitoring/Inventory
Thursday August 6—Invasive 

Species Management
Friday August 14—Baca Of-

fice Open House 1-4pm
Thursday August 20—Ranch 

History 
Thursday September 3—Fall 

Management
Thursday September 24—Elk 

Management/Viewing

Steering committee for new 
library meets

The steering committee for the 
new Crestone library met on June 
18 to discuss strategies for a capital 
campaign. Many ideas were put for-
ward and the next meeting, set for 
5pm Thursday July 9 at the Cloud 
Station, will focus on ways to put the 
best of those ideas into action. Any-
one wishing to help with fundraising 
is encouraged to attend. The current 
priority in the capitol campaign is to 
raise money for the parcel of land on 
the southern edge of Crestone where 
the new library would be located. 

The NSCLD continues to wel-
come comments on the preliminary 
design for the library by local ar-
chitect Burt Wadman, which can be 
viewed on the Northern Saguache 
County Library District Facebook 
page. Comments can be e-mailed to 
crestonelibrary@gmail.com or sent to 
Sarah Koehn Frey, Director, Box 448, 
Saguache, CO 81149. There is also 
a box for written comments at the 
Baca-Crestone Library. 

Meet the Smith family, hangin’ out at the Saturday Market on June 20.  They live south of 
Denver, but they said it’s not quite weird enough out there for them, so they try to visit here 
as often as possible.                                           photo by Lori Nagel

Diane Barstow takes a playful picture of Electrum balancing a cushion on her head at the 
Saturday Market. photo by Lori Nagel

Have a ‘happening’?
email info@crestoneeagle.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:informedfi-nalchoices@gmail.com
mailto:informedfi-nalchoices@gmail.com
mailto:crestonelibrary@gmail.com
mailto:info@crestoneeagle.com
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Daily
•	 Morning	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
7am	256-4108		www.babajiashram.org

•	 Tours,	Temple,	&	Gift	Shop,	Haidakhandi	Univer-
sal	Ashram,	256-4108,	www.babajiashram.org

•	 Jyorei,	Shumei	Sanctuary,	please	be	seated	by	
7:50am	and	5:50pm,	256-5284

•	 Tours,	 gallery	 and	 Jyorei,	 Shumei,	 9am-5pm,	
256-5284

•	 Evening	Aarati,	Haidakhandi	Universal	Ashram,	
6pm,	256-4108,	www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
•	 Alcoholics	Anonymous	 open	meeting	Crestone	
Town	Hall	7:00	pm-8:00	pm	719	937	7769

•	 Sunday	mass	 Nada	 Carmelite	 Hermitage	 9:00	
am	719-256-4778

Monday
•	 Karate	Summer	Training	CCS	6:15-7:30	pm	$50	
adults;	$30	students	&	family	413-219-7774

Tuesday
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	Sharanam	
5-6:45pm	By	donation	shaktisharanam.com	256-5668

•	 Basic	Mindfulness	Meditation	instruction	&	practice	KTTG,	
6:30-8pm	Free	KTTG.org	360-370-7770,	256-4764

•	 Kids	 Summer	 Reading	 Program	 Baca	 Grande	
Library	10:30	am-11:30	am	Free	719-655-2551

•	 Feldenkrais	Awareness	Through	Movement	1538	
Willow	Creek	Way	5:45-6:45pm	$2	256-4480

•	 Karate	Summer	Training	CCS	6:15-7:30pm	$50	
adults;	$30	students	&	family	413-219-7774

•	 Narcotics	 Anon.	 open	 meeting	 pot	 users	 wel-
come	Baca	Library	back	door	7:30-8:30pm	cres-
tonena@gmail.com	970-309-0710

•	 Introductory	Qigong	with	Collin	Ricketts	Enchanted	
Sacred	Space	9-10:15am	$10/class	413-441-1563

Wednesday
•	 Yoga	Fundamentals	&	Refinements	Shakti	Sharanam	
8:30-10am	By	donation	shaktisharanam.com	256-5668

•	 Crestone	Food	Bank	Crestone	Town	Hall	1-3pm
•	 Karate	Summer	Training	CCS	6:15-7:30	pm	$50	
adults;	$30	students	&	family	413-219-7774

•	 iNtEgRaTiVe	Yoga	YES	Bldg	next	to	library	9:15	
am-10:30	am	$11	719.298.0360

•	 Gentle	Yoga	YES	Bldg	11am-12:30	pm	719-298-0360
•	 Shadow	 Wisdom,	 7-9pm	 $15/evening	 www.
shadowwise.net	413-441-1563

Thursday
•	 Alcoholics	Anon.	Crestone	Baptist	Church	noon-1pm
•	 Continuing	Ashtanga	Yoga,	Mysore	Style	Shakti	
Sharanam	5-6:45pm	By	donation	719-256-5668

•	 Karate	Summer	Training	CCS	6:15-7:30pm	$50	
adults;	$30	students	&	family	413-219-7774

•	 Introductory	 Qigong	 Class,	 Enchanted	 Sacred	
Space	6-7:15pm	$10/class	413-441-1563

Friday
•	 Encaustics	Workshop	Firsthought	Studios	1-3pm	$50	
incl.	supplies	www.facebook.com/Firsthought	256-4848

Community Calendar—July 2015 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events

Tuesday, June 30
•	 Outdoor,	athletic	&	experiential	activities	Crestone	
Community	Bldg	(Old	Schoolhouse)	4-7pm

Wednesday, July 1
•	 Full	Moon	–	All	Day
•	 iNtEgRaTiVe	YOGA	–	YES	Bldg	next	 to	 library	
9:15	am-10:30	am	$11	719.298.0360

•	 Full	Moon	Fire	Ceremony,	Haidakhandi	Unversal	
Ashram	10am	free	babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Piano-man	Aaron	English	at	Book	Haven	–	The	
Book	Haven	7:00	pm	719-539-9629

Thursday, July 2
•	 Riwo	 Sangchö:	 Buddhist	 smoke	 offering	 (out-
doors)	–	Choying	Dzong	10:00	am-10:45	am

Saturday, July 4
•	 US	Independence	Day	–	All	Day

Sunday, July 5
•	 ElementsCamp	for	Kids	–	All	Day

Monday, July 6
•	 Tea	Circle	4:30	pm-7:30	pm	free	719-256-4656

Wednesday, July 8
•	 iNtEgRaTiVe	YOGA	–	YES	Bldg	next	 to	 library	
9:15	am-10:30	am	$11	719.298.0360

Thursday, July 9
•	 Baca	 Nat’l	 Wildlife	 Refuge	 tour:	 Water	 Mgmt.	
9am-1pm	www.fws.gov/refuge/baca	256-5527

•	 Sufi	Dhikr	&	Potluck	–	4:00	pm-6:00	pm	free	or	
by	donation	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-256-4290

•	 Crestone/Baca	 Library	 Steering	 Committee	
meeting	–	Cloud	Station	5:00	pm	Free

•	 BGPOA	Board	meeting	–	BGPOA	Meeting	Room	
6-9:00	pm	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

Saturday, July 11
•	 Second	 Saturday	 Artwalk	 –	 Crestone	 Artisans	
Gallery	3:00	pm-5:00	pm	Free

•	 Dakini	Tsok	(Vajrayana	communal	feast)	–	Choy-
ing	Dzong	6:30	pm-8:30	pm

•	 Salida	Aspen	Concert,	Salida	HS	7:30pm	$15,	$3	stu-
dents	www.salidaaspenconcerts.org	719-539-6467

Sunday, July 12
•	 Drop-in	Meditation	–	Choying	Dzong	10am-1pm
•	 Shumei’s	 Monthly	 Sampai,	 Sanctuary	 10:30am-
noon	Free	www.shumeicrestone.org	719-256-5284

•	 Bessie	Konishe:	Japanese	settlement	 in	SLV	–	
Saguache	County	Museum	1:30	pm

•	 Symposium	w/sculptor	Angela	Eastman,	Shumei	
3-5pm	Free	www.shumeicrestone.org	256-5284

•	 Sundays@Six:	Moors	&	McCumber,	Cole	Park	6-8pm	
free	www.almaonline.org/sundays-six	719-937-1255

Wednesday, July 15
•	 Intimate	Relationships—Eight	Conversations	for	
Connection	 (Free	 public	 talk)	 –	 Cloud	 Station	
5:30	am-6:30	am	FREE	719-480-1841

•	 iNtEgRaTiVe	YOGA	–	YES	Bldg	next	 to	 library	
9:15	am-10:30	am	$11	719.298.0360

•	 New	Moon	Fire	Ceremony	–	Haidakhandi	Unver-
sal	Ashram	 10:00	 am	 free	 www.babajiashram.
org	719-256-4108

Thursday, July 16
•	 Riwo	 Sangchö:	 Buddhist	 smoke	 offering	 (out-
doors)	–	Choying	Dzong	10:00	am-10:45	am

•	 End	of	Ramadan	–	7:30	pm

Saturday, July 18
•	 2015	Colorado	Springs	Powwow	–	Freedom	Fi-
nancial	Services	Expo	Center	10:00	am-6:00	pm	
$4.00	www.OneNationwt.org	719-329-0251

•	 Songwriter	 Eric	 Taylor	 at	 Book	 Haven	 –	 The	
Book	Haven	7:00	pm	719-539-9629

•	 Weiss	 &	 Wosner	 at	 Salida	 Aspen	 Concerts	 –	
Salida	 High	 School	 7:30	 pm	 $15,	 $3	 students	
www.salidaaspenconcerts.org	719-539-6467

Sunday, July 19
•	 Science	Camp	–	Orient	Land	Trust/Valley	View	
Hot	Springs	All	Day	www.olt.org	719-256-4315

•	 Angie	Krall:	Sangre	archaeology	&	Jeff	Bilderbeck:	
Olympics	2012,	Saguache	Cty	Museum	1:30pm

•	 Sundays@Six:	 SHEL,	 Cole	 Park	 6-8pm	 free	
www.almaonline.org/sundays-six/	719-937-1255

Tuesday, July 21
•	 14th	Annual	Family	Week	 -	Children’s	Camp	–	
Haidakhandi	 Universal	 Ashram	 All	 Day	 Free	
www.babajiashram.org	719-256-4108

•	 Workshop	with	Sofia	Diaz	~	Puja/To	Touch	Love	
–	Haidakhandi	Unversal	Ashram	10:00	am-1:00	
pm	108.	www.babajiashram.org	719-256-4108

Wednesday, July 22
•	 iNtEgRaTiVe	YOGA	–	YES	Bldg	next	 to	 library	
9:15	am-10:30	am	$11	719.298.0360

Thursday, July 23
•	 Baca	Nat’l	Wildlife	Refuge	tour:	Biological	Monitoring/In-
ventory	9am-1pm	www.fws.gov/refuge/baca	256-5527

•	 BGPOA	 Board	 of	 Directors	 meeting,	 BGPOA	
Meeting	Room	6-9pm	bacapoa.org	719-256-4171

•	 A	Scent	of	 the	Sufis	–	341	Palomino	Way	6:30	
pm-8:30	pm	719-937-1151

Friday, July 24
•	 Adzom	Gyaltse	Rinpoche	teaches	–	White	Jewel	
Mountain	8am-5:30pm	$135.00	719-480-5403

Saturday, July 25
•	 Saguache	 Hollyhock	 Festival,	 downtown	 Saguache	
10am-3:pm	www.SaguacheChamber.org	719-655-0155

•	 Potluck	BBQ	–	UFO	Watchtower	5pm	$2/person	
or	$5/car	ufowatchtower.com	719-378-2296

Sunday, July 26
•	 Speaking of Dying	film	w/producer	Trudy	James	
Cloud	 Station	 3:45-5:45pm	 free	 www.speak-
ingofdying.com	719-496-0977

•	 Sundays@Six:	Don	Richmond	&	Rifters,	Cole	Park	
6-8pm	free	www.almaonline.org	719-937-1255

•	 Guru	 Rinpoché	 Tsok	 (Vajrayana	 communal	
feast)	–	Choying	Dzong	6:30	pm-8:30	pm

Monday, July 27
•	 John	O’Conor	at	Salida	Aspen	Concerts,	Salida	HS	7:30pm	
$15,	$3	students	salidaaspenconcerts.org	719-539-6467

Wednesday, July 29
•	 iNtEgRaTiVe	YOGA	–	YES	Bldg	next	 to	 library	
9:15	am-10:30	am	$11	719-298-0360

Thursday, July 30
•	 Rumi	Study	Circle.	All	welcome	4-6pm	Free	or	
by	donation	nurashkijerrahi.org	719-256-4290

•	 Folk	due	Gillette	&	Magnusen	at	Book	Haven	–	
The	Book	Haven	7:00	pm	719-539-9629

Friday, July 31
•	 Blue	Moon	–	All	Day
•	 Full	Moon	Fire	Ceremony,	Haidakhandi	Unversal	
Ashram	10am	free	www.babajiashram.org	256-4108

•	 Riwo	 Sangchö:	 Buddhist	 smoke	 offering	 (out-
doors)	–	Choying	Dzong	10:00	am-10:45	am

•	 Concert	w/“Zen	Cowboy”	Chuck	Pyle,	Shumei,	
7-9pm	$15	Suggested	Donation

Saturday, August 1
•	 Yang	 &	 Hadelich	 at	 Salida	 Aspen	 Concerts	 –	
Salida	 High	 School	 7:30	 pm	 $15,	 $3	 students	
www.salidaaspenconcerts.org	719-539-6467

Sunday, August 2
•	 Drop-in	Meditation	–	Choying	Dzong	10:00	am-
1:00	pm

•	 Sundays	 at	 Six	Presents:	Mariachi	 San	 Luis	 –	
Cole	Park	6:00	pm-8:00	pm	FREE	www.almaon-
line.org	719-937-1255

Wednesday, August 5
•	 Tea	 Circle	 –	 Tea	 Circle	 4:30	 pm-7:30	 pm	 free	
719-256-4656

Thursday, August 6
•	 Baca	 Nat’l	 Wildlife	 Refuge	 tour:	 Invasive	 Species	
Mgmt,	9am-1pm	www.fws.gov/refuge/baca	256-5527

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on� THANKS!

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:cres-tonena@gmail.com
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http://www.shadowwise.net
http://www.shadowwise.net
http://www.facebook.com/Firsthought
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
mailto:events@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/baca
http://www.salidaaspenconcerts.org
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.almaonline.org/sundays-six
http://www.babajiashram
http://www.OneNationwt.org
http://www.salidaaspenconcerts.org
http://www.olt.org
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http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/baca
http://www.SaguacheChamber.org
http://www.speak-ingofdying.com
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http://www.almaonline.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.salidaaspenconcerts.org
http://www.almaon-line.org
http://www.almaon-line.org
http://www.almaon-line.org
http://www.fws.gov/refuge/baca
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Qigong & Shadow Wisdom classes 
& talks to be offered in July

Long-time qigong teacher and 
psycho-spiritual group leader Col-
lin Ricketts will be teaching qigong 
in Crestone this summer and doing 
some introductory talks about Shad-
ow Wisdom, his approach to helping 
others live more whole, authentic 
and passionate lives.  He is available 
to do individual work as well.

Collin has studied with over 
twenty Chinese qigong teachers 
and taught qigong since 1994.  His 
classes offer gently stretching, flex-
ibility training, and the cultivating 
and balancing of one’s internal en-
ergy.  He primary draws from The 
Wild Goose School of qigong and 
Tiger Qigong.  Classes are suitable 
to all levels of ability, and can be 
an important form of exercise for 
those who are unable to do more 
strenuous activities.

Working with our shadow 
helps us uncover and benefit from 
the full vitality of our primal in-
stinctual nature—the emotional 
side of our humanity.  Much of our 
original power, capacity for joy and 
passion for life is subdued or dis-
owned (put in the shadow) when we, 
as children, adapted to our families 
and the society in which we were 
born and developed our beliefs and 
strategies  for life. What served us 

well at age four or fourteen may 
well impede us in the later stages 
our personal evolution-our individ-
uation. Carl Jung said, “the gold 
is hidden in the shadow.”  Collin’s 
own path has traversed Zen Bud-
dhism, Contemplative Christian-
ity, Western Depth Psychology and 
somatic release modalities such 
as Bioenergetics and The Shalom 
Mountain Process.

Contact him with any ques-
tions at 413-441-1563 or cwrick-
etts@verizon.net.

His website for Shadow Wis-
dom is www.shadowwise.net

QIGONG
Summer Introductory Classes

Starting July 7

Tues. Mornings 9-10:15am
Thurs. Eves. 6-7:15pm

Enchangted Sacred Space
Corner of Enchanted and Splendid 

Way
Crestone, CO
$10 per class

Come as often as you wish

Relaxed awareness, flexibility, flowing move-
ments, agility, gentle stretching, and strength-

ening internal energy

SHADOW WISDOM
Four introductory evening talks with 

some shadow wisdom exercises

Weds: July 8, 15, 22, 29
7-9PM

3438 Graceful Way
Crestone, CO

Donation: $15 per evening

Come to as many as you like. Each evening 
will present different eercises and views of 

the shadow found in Buddhism, Christianity, 
Tantra, Brain/Cellular Research, and Western 

Depth Pscychology

For more information: 413-441-1563 or cwricketts@verizon.net

JULY CLASSES with COLLIN RICKETTS

Collin Ricketts will be teaching qigong in 
Crestone.

Woody Allen’s Sleeper July 17
Crestone Performances will present the futuristic comedy cult 

classic Sleeper by Woody Allen. The show will be Friday, July 17 at 
the Crestone Charter School. The movie starts at 7pm and homemade 
chili, drinks and popcorn will be available. 

We will feature a free children’s theatre that will run simultane-
ously with the grown-up movie. It will show in Clancy’s classroom with 
an adult present at all times. The kids that show up will get to pick 
what they want to see. The Kratt Brothers will be high on the list of 
possibilities. No violent or scary shows will be allowed. As parents, you 
can come with suggestions. Fun educational shows will be the primary 
focus.   

Sleeper was partially filmed in Colorado and is about a nerdish 
health-food store owner, Miles Monroe (Woody Allen), who enters the 
hospital for a routine gall bladder operation in 1973. When he expires 
on the operating table, Miles’ sister requests permission to cryogeni-
cally freeze her brother’s body. After 200 years, Miles is unwrapped by 
a group of scientists and awakens to a “brave new world” of deaden-
ing conformity, ruled with an iron fist by a never-seen leader. Miles is 
forced to flee for his life when the scientists—actually a group of revo-
lutionary activists—are overpowered by the leader’s police. He eludes 
the cops by pretending to be an android, and in this guise is sent to 
work at the home of Luna (Diane Keaton), a composer of greeting cards 
who thinks that the world of the future is perfect as it stands. Sleeper 
is the most visual of Woody Allen’s earlier films with goofy futuristic 
props like giant food and Prius-looking cars. There’s more, but why 
spoil your fun? The Dixieland score is performed by the Preservation 
Hall Jazz Band. 

This is a continuation of our Friday Movie Night fund raiser held 
every second Friday of each month. It’s been fun so far and the fun goes 
on with this ground-breaking movie. This is a free movie with dona-
tions taken but with food and drink for sale.   

CPI annually produces the Crestone Music Festival, now in its 
17th year, and has produced free school performances for over 13 years, 
and provides free production and consultation to other organizations. 
For more information, please contact us at 719-256-4533, see our web 
site at crestfest.org. or write to CPI, P.O. Box 6, Crestone CO 81131. 
CPI is a 501c3 community service organization. All donations are tax 
deductible. 

 

BACA	  GRANDE	  
PROPERTY	  OWNERS’	  ASSOCIATION	  

P.O.	  BOX	  237	  *	  Crestone,	  CO	  81131	  •	  Phone:	  719-‐256-‐4171	  •	  Fax:	  719-‐256-‐4173	  
www.BacaPOA.org	  •	  info@BacaPOA.org	  

	  

CALL FOR CANDIDATES 
 

For the October 9, 2015 Board of Directors Election 
 

There will be two (2) vacancies on the Baca Grande POA Board of Directors this Fall. 
Any POA Member in Good Standing is eligible to become a candidate. Candidates may 
qualify to run for a position in one of the following ways: 

1) Submit an application through the Nominating Committee. You may obtain a 
Candidate Packet through the POA office or online at www.bacapoa.org. 
 

2) Obtain a petition with signatures of twenty-five (25) Members in Good Standing.  

Candidates must submit their materials by 5:00 PM August 6, 2015 to the POA 
Office.  Petitions must be verified by the POA Office prior to the due date. Contact 
the POA Office at 719-256-4171 or info@bacapoa.org if you have any questions. 

~ Bernie Skydrummer ~ Jennifer Friedman ~ Wonder Bob ~
(Rooms Available or Free Camping)

August 13th-16th Event $88 
~ Hindu Fire Ceremony ~

~ Buddhist Stupa Practice ~
~ Lakota Yuwipi Ceremony ~

~ Ziggurat Dance ~

Registration: 719-937-3057 
wonder_bob@msn.com l slipstreamintelligence.com 

The Crestone Experience
• Spend 3 Days of Activation in one of the Most Potent  

Spiritual Vortexes on the Planet
• Experience the Unified Field of Co-Creation

• Dance Peace into the World

~ Bernie Heideman ~ Sky Majida ~ Wonder Bob ~
(Free Camping)

3-Day Retreat in Crestone, CO
July 25th - Community Dance (by donation)

July 26th-28th - Event $75
~  Nature Awareness (Sacred Passage) ~

~ Buddhist Practice (Big Stupa) ~ 
~ Zoroastrian Dance (Ziggurat) ~

Registration:  719-937-3052      wonder_bob@msn.com  •  conscious-heart.org

Dances of Universal Peace
Proud Sponsors of the

Crestone Music Festival
for the 9th year

Let the festivities begin!
Music , fun and community under the Sangres

What more could you ask for except for some new floors, or maybe 
some fine blinds or a new vaccum...

For now though,  come and see us at the festival  and thank you for 
supporting your local community!

Elegance, Fashion and Fun
129 West Third Street, Salida, Co 81201

719-539-6182   www.firststreetflooring.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:cwrick-etts@verizon.net
mailto:cwrick-etts@verizon.net
http://www.shadowwise.net
mailto:cwricketts@verizon.net
http://www.BacaPOA.org
mailto:info@BacaPOA.org
http://www.bacapoa.org
mailto:info@bacapoa.org
mailto:wonder_bob@msn.com
mailto:wonder_bob@msn.com
http://www.firststreetflooring.com


The Crestone Eagle • July, 2015 • Page 19 

Adzom Gyalse Rinpoche to teach in Crestone
by Ani Tsultrim
July 24 to 26 White Jewel 

Mountain will host the great 
Dzogchen master, Adzom Gyalse 
Rinpoche. This will be Rinpoche’s 
first visit to Crestone and only his 
second visit to the West. Rinpoche 
is the reincarnation (tulku) of Ad-
zom Gyalse Gyurme Dorje, the 
eldest son of Adzom Drukpa. Ad-
zom Drukpa achieved the Rain-
bow Body at his death.

Rinpoche was identified and 
enthroned as a tulku by HH Dilgo 
Khyentse Rinpoche when he was 
eight years old. Dilgo Khyentse 
then took on the task of raising 
the young monk.

At an early age Adzom Gyalse 
began receiving teachings, trans-

missions and empowerments from 
many eminent masters including 
HE Shechen Rabjam Rinpoche, 
Lama Tserpo Rinpoche, HH Da-
lai Lama, HH Trulshik Rinpoche 
and HH Penor Rinpoche. After 
his graduation in 2004 from the 
Philosophical College at Shechen 
Monastery in Kathmandu, Nepal 
he began teaching and giving oral 
transmissions at the monastery. 
By 2010 he was awarded the scarf 
of Khenpo (Doctorate Certificate).

For the past several years 
Rinpoche has been the head of 
Shechen Monastery while Rabjam 
Rinpoche has been in a multi-year 
retreat. Rinpoche is also the mas-
ter of all annual ceremonies at 
Shechen Monastery and at some 

branch monasteries in Bhutan. He 
also gives guidance to the monks 
in three-year retreat in Bhutan 
where he has a retreat center.

While he is in Crestone he 
will be teaching “The Thirty Vers-
es of Heart Advice” by Longchen-
pa. These are very special verses 
of guidance which Longchenpa 
gave to his advanced students and 
lamas. They are thirty bitingly 
honest verses regarding how to 
practice in the world. Rinpoche 
will explain how these verses per-
tain to our times and how we can 
incorporate them into our prac-
tice and lives.  Rinpoche has a 
direct unbroken lineage back to 
Longchenpa so this is a very rare 
opportunity. 

It is hoped that this will be 
the first of many retreats Adzom 
Gyalse Rinpoche will teach here. 
White Jewel Mountain is located 
between Vajra Vidya and Dharma 
Ocean on Camino Baca Grand. For 
information and to register please 
call 719-480-5403. 

Call Anna Louise
9 7 0 . 2 9 0 . 7 7 1 0

annalouise55@gmail.com

LivingVortexWater.com

• Ionized  • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!

 $199.00 (+tax)
L i v i ngVo r t exWa te r. c om

Water from the 
Heart of Nature

Hands with HeartHands with Heart

970.290.7710 
AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom.blogspot.com

Anna Louise Stewart • CMT, CCT

• Chi Nei Tsang: Abdominal Unwinding 
• Colon Hydro Therapy  
• Therapeutic Bodywork
• Aromatherapy

Providing Heart-Centered Care in Crestone for over 10 years!

mailto:annalouise55@gmail.com
mailto:AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
There’s something about the 

hand of the artist, the clear connec-
tion between heart and hands that 
brings a dimension of realness into 
the act of creating. And this connec-
tion point is where Annmarie Misik 
and Chances R Good both find their 
artistic impulse. 
It’s not about 
flash and pol-
ish and surface, 
although that 
can be beautiful 
and compelling. 
It’s about the 
place where that 
beauty origi-
nates, inside. 
So part of the 
message that 
both Annmarie 
and Chances 
present in their 
visual art and 
music is this: 
You don’t need 
high tech, or big 
bucks for fancy 
equipment and 
tools, to express 
yourself, to live 
a creative life.

It’s a 
message that 
3 2 - y e a r - o l d 
Chances and 
28-year-old Annmarie have embod-
ied all their lives, first individually 
and now, for the past four years, as 
collaborators and partners in mutu-
al inspiration and support. Chances’ 
creative expression takes the form 
of poetry and music—he calls it 
“conscious hip-hop” or “meta-spirit-
ual R&B”—and hand-stenciled art 
on clothing, CD covers, and canvas. 

Annmarie produces fluid, viv-
idly hued imagery in acrylic on can-
vas and other materials in a style 
that Chances describes as intuitive 
expressionism. She also does cus-
tom graphic design, sings and plays 
keyboards on some of Chances’ 
songs, and is beginning to write mu-
sic as well.

Annmarie’s painting, with its 
flowing lines, graphic elements and 
strong sense of color, has roots in her 
Minnesota childhood, especially in 
figure skating and her grandfather’s 
stained glass art. She remembers 
sitting at her grandfather’s large 
worktable and being given pen-
cils, paper, compasses, and colored 
inks. She absorbed his love of color 
and design, and later was drawn 
to the metaphor in stained glass. 

“You see light shining through and 
also the dark areas that you can’t 
see through,” she says. “Sunlight 
through the windows is emotionally 
uplifting. It comes from a place of 
goodness and gratitude.”

At home on ice skates since age 
4, Annmarie was a strong, graceful 

figure skater, 
with her eye on 
the Olympics, 
until a back in-
jury cut short 
her competitive 
career at 16. 
She taught fig-
ure skating for 
several years 
and then tran-
sitioned into 
visual art. “Art 
and creativ-
ity came natu-
rally, so it was 
easy to go from 
movement on 
ice to move-
ment in paint-
ing,” she says. 

She stud-
ied fine art 
fundamentals 
and earned a 
graphic design 
degree from 
Art Institutes 
International 

in Minneapolis, while painting on 
the side. When it came time to enter 
the commercial art field, however, 
she realized she wasn’t interested 
in the computer as a design tool. 
She began attending music festi-
vals, singing in her brother’s band, 
New Rebelution, and doing “live 
painting”—creating large paintings 
in time to music in front of a crowd. 
That’s where Chances first saw her, 
as her brush deftly executed an Om 
symbol in paint.

Chances grew up in New Jer-
sey and Virginia surrounded by 
creativity and eccentricity—on his 
father’s side—and art. His grand-
father was offbeat with a non-stop 
imagination, a nationally exhibited 
sculptor and painter who always 
told his son (Chances’ father), “The 
only difference between a good art-
ist and a successful artist is auda-
ciousness.” Chances’ father took 
those words to heart and became 
a colorful character and highly tal-
ented muralist known as Happy the 
Artist. Chances, in turn, was mak-
ing and selling his own designs on 
t-shirts by age 14. He traded public 
school for homeschooling after 7th 

grade, and as part of his mother’s 
curriculum, watched many docu-
mentary films. 

At 19 Chances moved to Taos 
to intern with a filmmaker working 
on a series of PBS environmental 
films on mining in the southwest. 
The experience “opened a meta-
physical hole in my life,” as he puts 
it, exposing him to the industry’s 
age-old legacy of poisoning the earth 
and water and contributing to geno-
cide, suffering, and civil wars. End-
less days of film editing also taught 
him he wasn’t cut out for working 
at a computer. But it did introduce 
him to sound and recording equip-
ment, which led him into music and 
out of film. 

He traveled around the coun-
try, writing songs, doing all the 
vocals and 
instrumenta-
tion, record-
ing on low-
tech 8-track 
equipment , 
and selling 
CDs adorned 
with his 
h a n d - s t e n -
ciled art. In 
Venice Beach, 
California he 
made a quan-
tum leap in 
his clothing 
a r t — w h i c h 
incorporates 
sacred geom-
etry, man-
dalas, and 
animal and 
human fig-
u r e s — b y 
honing his 
h a n d - c u t 
stencil-art skills and dropping the 
need for perfectionism. “Everyone 
wants symmetry in life; it speaks 
to their DNA,” he says. “But in my 
artwork, I make chaos and your eye 
will find the order.”

Traveling again, Chances 
found himself in Minnesota at many 
of the same festivals as Annmarie. 
They began collaborating on visu-
al artworks, and their friendship 
evolved into love. Also during that 
time he was introduced to the pe-
yote ceremony, where he resonated 
deeply with the feeling of heart con-
nection, family and community that 

accompanies that worldview. These 
became the spiritual foundation for 
the poetry in his songs, which cel-
ebrate the earth and all its inhabit-
ants living together in cooperation, 
mutual respect and peace. 

In 2006, Crestone resident Bri-
an Chi, a musician and jewelry art-
ist who had heard Chances’ music, 
invited him here to give an outdoor 
performance, and Chances and An-
nmarie moved to Crestone in 2013. 
Chances continues to write, perform 
and record his music and produce 
art on clothing, and hopes to teach 
stencil design and offer stencil art 
kits. Last year he spoke about music 
and writing to the Crestone Charter 
School middle school students and 
taught them his song, “No Worries 
No Hurries”, which they performed 

at a school 
c o n c e r t . 
Annmarie 
c o n t r i b -
utes beau-
ty and 
t h o u g h t -
f u l n e s s 
t h r o u g h 
her voice, 
painting, 
and graph-
ic design 
c o m m i s -
sions. Af-
ter years 
of living as 
“starving 
a r t i s t s , ” 
a l though 
rich in 
love, crea-
tive ener-
gy, barter 
and trade, 
“Our mis-

sion now in life is to be well-fed 
artists,” Chances says, smiling. “In 
the Tao they say great talents ripen 
late. Annmarie and I made commit-
ments to ourselves and our spirit 
guides to ripen those talents, and 
the Universe is showing us how.” 
Chances and Annmarie’s creations, 
including a new book of lyrics and 
chords illustrated with Annmarie’s 
art, can be found at chancesrgood.
com and ri-designs-art.com.

Gussie welcomes ideas for this 
ongoing series on Crestone area resi-
dents: gussie7@fairpoint.net.

Who We Are
Chances R Good & Annmarie Misik;
Offering inspiration through music & art

Annmarie Misik and Chances R Good. 
 photo by Sharri Abbott-Keller

Hoodie featuring Chances’ hand-sten-
ciled art.  
 photo by Annmarie Misik

Chances R Good and Brian Chi perform-
ing at Cloud Station. 
 photo by Annmarie Misik

Painting by Annmarie. 
 photo by Annmarie Misik

In historic downtown Salida              135 F Street

a place to gather, to browse, to explore, 
to reach out, to find great literature and good reads

July House Concerts
Wed., July 1, 7:00

Seattle-based piano-man Aaron English
Sat., July 18, 7:00

Southern songwriter Eric Taylor
Thursday, July 30, 7:00

Harmonious, folk duo Steve Gillette 
and Cindy Mangsen

RSVP 539-9629 or 
thebookhavenlisa@gmail.com

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:gussie7@fairpoint.net
mailto:thebookhavenlisa@gmail.com
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From flugelhorn to bass,  
this jazzman swings & rocks!

by Eli Dokson
If you live in the Crestone-

Baca-Moffat-Saguache circuit, you 
might recognize Mr. Dennis Neu-
haus as the savior of your broken 
personal computer, or the brave 
soul who climbs towers and roofs 
to install Crestone Telecom in-
ternet service, or the proprietor, 
along with his wife Judie Rose, of 
the Rainbow B&B, or a long-time 
board member of Crestone Perfor-
mances Inc. that brings us the Cre-
stone Music Festival every year. 
And you might also recognize Den-
nis as the talented trumpet player 
(actually it’s the warmer sound-
ing flugelhorn) in the ensemble 
CB Jazz, which Dennis co-founded 
with our now departed friend, key-
boardist/guitarist Kailash, in 1993. 
I’m always fascinated by the sto-
ries of our local  musicians—how 
did these talented folks find their 
way to Crestone?

Dennis was born in the Bronx, 
New York, in 1943. He discovered 
at a very early age that he had an 
ear for melody and on the piano 
could pick out the notes of songs 
he heard around his music-filled 
home. In junior high he started 
playing the trumpet in the school 
orchestra, taking lessons, and af-
ter hearing the music of the great 
jazz trumpeter Miles Davis, got 
excited about playing jazz himself. 
Once in high school, Dennis volun-

teered as the band teacher’s assis-
tant, which gained him access to 
jazz charts and the use of the band 
room for the after-school jazz band 
that he started. By age 16, Dennis 
joined the musicians’ union and 
was gigging professionally, spend-
ing his summers playing hotels in 
the Catskills—a waiter by day and 
a musician by night! Dennis says 
that playing weddings, parties, 
family celebrations, etc. in cater-
ing halls throughout the greater 
NYC area in a first-generation 
Italian band was a truly great mu-
sic education. Later he played in a 
show band in the Poconos, which 
was where he first starting playing 
the standup bass.

Dennis joined the army as a 
trumpet player in 1964 and was 
stationed at a U.N. compound in 
Seoul, Korea. Upon discharge in 
1967, Dennis began a successful 
career in the retail business world 
but continued playing music, both 
trumpet and bass, on the week-
ends, a pattern which continues 
to this day. After work took him 
to Chicago in 1976, a brief stint in 
a funk band led to Dennis build-
ing his own recording studio in 
the basement of his house, while 
at the same time gigging in disco 
clubs in 2 or 3 different bands. He 
continued growing as a recording 
engineer, even after he left the 
corporate world for the palm trees 

of south Florida (which was where 
he met Judie) in 1985, working 
with artists from every musical 
genre. While playing with the 
9-piece ‘50s and ‘60s band, Rendi-
tion, Dennis started singing back-
ground vocals for the first time. 
He then played behind soul song-
stress Sabrina Ingraham (think 
Anita Baker) for several years be-
fore he and Judie found their way 
to Crestone in 1993. 

Dennis and Judie thought 
they were just passing through 
Crestone, visiting friends at the Sri 
Aurobindo Center. They’ve been 
here ever since. Musically, Dennis’ 
mainstay has been the jazz of CB 

Jazz, with many musicians coming 
and going over the years. He has 
played in the country western band, 
Rimfire, the very popular rock trio, 
Ahgadaze, and most recently the 
hot country rock band, Kicker. Still 
jazz is home for this talented multi-
instrumentalist. Dennis also sup-
ports the American Legion (Garcia 
Post #110 in Saguache), playing for 
veterans’ funerals. 

You can catch the great music 
of CB Jazz, featuring Dennis 
on flugelhorn, Al Sutherland on 
keys, Dean Lloyd on bass and 
Nick Chambers on drums, at 
the upcoming Crestone Music 
Festival.

P R O F I L E S  I N  M U S I C :  d E N N I S  N E U h a U S

Dennis Neuhaus playing at the Crestone Music Festival. 

Matrix-Hakomi Summer Camp! 
MatrixWorks Crestone Retreat Center

July 17-19, 2015
with Mukara Meredith & Jaci Hull

www.matrixworkslivingsystems.com/calendar
Contact: Jaci jacihull@yahoo.com or Makara at 303.819.5289

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

L I  C  E  N S  E  D   M A S  S  A G E    T  H E  R  A P  I  S  T

256-5165

Talk little.  
Listen a lot.  
Be grateful.

http://www.matrixworkslivingsystems.com/calendar
mailto:jacihull@yahoo.com
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Haidakhandi Universal Ashram news
by Ramloti
Moving into summer, June has 

been busy with many repairs and 
upgrades to the Ashram since we 
had many karma yogis staying with 
us.  We have also had lots of visitors 
to the temple and the shop.  

As we look toward July, our 
Children’s Camp with concurrent 
workshop for adults will run from 
Tuesday, July 21 through Thursday, 
July 23 from 10am until 1pm daily.  
The Children’s Camp is a free offer-
ing to the community from the Ash-
ram. A parent or guardian needs 
to be on the Ashram premise at 
all time, however.  The concurrent 
adult workshop this year will be led 
by Sofia Diaz, and the theme will be 
“Puja—To Touch Love.”  The sug-
gested donation for this workshop is 
$108 with some partial scholarships 
available.  It is always a deep and 
joyful program.  To register or for 
more information, please call us at 
719-256-4108 or email us at info@
babajiashram.org. 

Our full-moon fire ceremonies 
this month are on Wednesday, July 
1 and Friday, July 31 (Guru Purni-
ma Day), and the new-moon fire 
ceremony is on Wednesday, July 15. 
The fire ceremonies begin at 10am 
and are followed by a meal.  Morn-

ing aarati is at 7am and evening 
aarati is at 6pm.  There is generally 
a small fire ceremony after morning 
aarti at about 8am each day that 
we do not have a large one at 10am.  
Please call the Ashram at 719-256-
4108 for proper protocol for attend-
ing fire ceremonies.   

The Maha Lakshmi Shop just 
received many shipments of new 
items so it is well stocked and ready 
to serve you.  The shop is open every 
day from 10am until 5pm. We invite 
you to come in and if you mention 
that you are an Eagle reader, we will 
happily give you a 10% discount on 
your non-sale purchases.  We deeply 
appreciate your support. You may 
view some of what is in our shop on 
our website at http://mahalakshm-
ishop.wazala.com.

For more information about 
the Ashram, please visit our newly 
designed website at www.babaji-
ashram.org where you will find a 
calendar of upcoming events, many 
stories by devotees, writings about 
Shri Babaji and the Divine Mother, 
and the Ashram schedule. We also 
invite you to visit the Ashram at 
any time.  We love to share Shri Ba-
baji’s and Mother’s home with oth-
ers. Just drop by or give us a call at 
719-256-4108.  

The Sri Aurobindo Learning Center
A Seer within who knows the 

ordered plan
Concealed behind our momen-

tary steps,
Inspires our ascent to viewless 

heights
As once the abysmal leap to 

earth and life.
His call had reached the Trav-

eller in Time.
Apart in an unfathomed loneli-

ness . . .
A formless stillness called, a 

nameless Light.
The Mother on intuition:
“There are different kinds of 

intuition, and we carry these ca-
pacities within us. They are always 
a little active but we don’t discern 
them because we don’t pay enough 
attention to what goes on in us. 

“There is behind the emo-
tions, deep within the being, in a 
consciousness seated somewhere 
near the level of the solar plexus, 
a sort of prescience, like a capacity 
for foresight, but not in the form of 
ideas: rather in the form of feelings, 
almost a perception of sensations.  

“Intuition, in the usual cer-
ebral functioning, is something 
which falls suddenly, like a drop of 
light.  If one has the faculty, a begin-
ning of the faculty of mental vision, 
it gives the impression of something 
coming from outside or above, like a 
little impact in the brain of a drop of 
light, absolutely independent of all 
reasoning.

“This is perceived more eas-
ily where one succeeds in silenc-
ing one’s mind, as though the mind 
were changed into a kind of mirror 
turned towards a higher faculty in 
a sustained and silent attention.  
That too one can learn to do.  One 
must learn to do it, it is a necessary 
discipline.  

“When you have a question to 
solve, whatever it may be, usually 
you concentrate your attention here, 
at the centre just above the eyes, 
the centre of the conscious will.  But 
then if you do that, you cannot be 

in contact with intuition . . . Active 
thought must be stopped as far as 
possible and the entire mental facul-
ty formed at the top of the head and 
a little further above if possible—a 
kind of mirror, very tranquil, very 
still, turned upwards, in a silent, 
very concentrated attention.  If you 
succeed in doing that, you can—per-
haps not immediately—but you can 
get the perception of those drops of 
light falling from a yet unknown re-
gion upon the mirror and becoming 

translated into a conscious thought 
which has no connection with the 
rest of your thought since you have 
managed to keep that silent.  That 
is the real beginning of intellectu-
al intuition. It is a discipline to be 
followed.  For a long time one may 
try and not succeed, but as soon as 
one succeeds in “making the mir-
ror” still and attentive, one always 
has a result, not necessarily with a 
precise form of thought but always 
with the sensation of a light coming 
from above.  And then if one can re-
ceive this light coming from above in 
calmness and silence and let it pen-
etrate deep into the being, then after 
a while it is translated either into a 
luminous thought or a very precise 
indication in the heart centre.

—The Mother, Questions and 
Answers, 1957-58.

Workshop with Sofia Diaz runs concurrently with the Children’s Camp, Tuesday, July 21 
through Thursday, July 23 from 10am until 1pm.  Call the Ashram at 719-256-4108 for 
more information.

“The Mother”

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

KATHLEEN WILLOW
LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

719. 256. 5469

Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage

with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

 Nurturing Your Body
 Soothing Your Mind
Nourishing Your Soul
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http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://mahalakshm-ishop.wazala.com
http://mahalakshm-ishop.wazala.com
http://mahalakshm-ishop.wazala.com
http://www.babaji-ashram.org
http://www.babaji-ashram.org
http://www.babaji-ashram.org
mailto:sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
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Homegrown 
Totes, new local 
cottage industry

Homegrown Totes is a cot-
tage industry located in Sa-
guache, Colorado.  We make 
unique and durable ecofriendly 
tote bags out of 100% recycled 
materials.  Totes are designed 
and handmade on-site in Sa-
guache.  Our staff is made up 
of high school interns and expe-
rienced home stitchers.  As our 
company grows we hope to be 
able to hire more individuals to 
work from home providing much 
needed employment in our re-
mote location.

Our fiber arts industry is in 
the early stages of development, 
but you can already find our 
products for sale at the Fourth 
Street Food Store, 404 Fourth 
Street, Saguache.  We will be at-
tending the July 4 celebration in 
Crestone where you can meet our 
interns and learn more about our 
products. You can also purchase 
from our online store, or email 
saguacheworks@yahoo.com to 
place a custom order.   

 When you purchase a 
Homegrown Tote product, you 
support our Fiber Arts Initiative 
to boost the local, small business 
economy, encourage the crea-
tive spirit, and provide hands-on 
work experience to local youth.  
Thank you!

New artist space ‘The Range’ opens in Saguache
The Range is an artist space 

located at 307 4th Street in down-
town Saguache. The Ramble, the in-
augural exhibition, will be on view 
through July 31. Alex DeCarli and 
Adrienne Garbini are establish-
ing The Range to host exhibitions, 
events, and visiting artists.

The Range is focused on the 
cultivation of a  stronghold for ar-
tistic exploration, situated in the 
storefront of a 135-year-old adobe 
warehouse. The Ramble will pre-
sent several incomplete histories, 
in part reflecting on 305/307 4th 
Street’s past lives as Justuff An-

tiques (2001-2014), Saguache Ranch 
Supply/Cochetopa Gallery (1996-
1999), Hazard Plumbing & Electric 
(1966-1985), The Bodley Pharmacy 
(1956-1963), Wycol Minerals (1955-
1956), The Saguache County Coro-
ner’s Office (1950-1952), Ridgeway 
& Son (1918-1949), Gotthelf & Tar-
bell (1900-1918), Gotthelf & Mayer 
(1884-1900), Jennie Van Allen’s Mil-
linary Store (1882-1883), The Ruby 
Saloon (1881-1882), The Saguache 
County Bank (1880-1882), and The 
Saguache Chronicle (1875-1880). 
(All dates open to interpretation 
and subject to change.)

The exhibition will feature 
work by many of the artists invit-
ed to exhibit at The Range in the 
future, alongside a portion of the 
broad collections of DeCarli and 
Garbini. Contributions included 
from Ryan Andrews, Leigh Aschoff, 
Mary Baker, Jon Beacham, Rossi 
Bright, Hannah Buonaguro, Paul 
Buonaguro, Michael Cassidy, Wade 
Collins, E. Conner, Dean Coombs, 
Catherine Czacki, Micki Davis, 
Alex DeCarli, Sarah Faux, Jen 
Fisher, Ryan Foerster, Matt Free-
man, Eric Frey, Adrienne Garbini, 
Michael Garbini, Jesse Greenberg, 
Joseph Griffith, Michael Goe, Ariel 
Goldberg, Jesse Harding, Kelsey 
Hauck, Bill Hazard, Dmitri Hertz, 
Devin Kenny, Alisha Kerlin, Kenny 
King, Katie Kline, Kricket Lane, 
Dusty Little, Jasmine Little, Kirby 
Mages, Aranzazu Pola Manríquez, 
Michael Miller, Sophy Naess, Isaac 
Nichols, Nick Parker, Doug Ped-

ersen, Bern Porter, Charlie Quinn, 
Amy Reid, Alexandra Roth, Ed 
Sanders, Paul Mpagi Sepuya, Rob-
ert Sergel, Taylor Shields, Elizabeth 
Shores, Sophie Stone, Rayyane Ta-
bet, Paulette Tilden, Jean-Luc Un-
ger, Sterling Wells, Byron Williams, 
Matthew Winn, Gaby Wolodarski, 
Joe Yorty, Liz Zanis, and more.

Please stop by any time and 
ring the bell, or set up an appoint-
ment by calling 646-734-1373. If 
traveling from out of town, please 
call ahead to confirm your visit. For 
more information, visit our website 
at www.therangeontheinternet.
com.

Many thanks to friends in Sa-
guache and beyond that have been 
so generous with their enthusiasm 
and support for this project. Sa-
guache is a unique vantage point, 
with a pace and scale that feels 
rarer by the moment. The owners 
are tremendously grateful to be 
here now, sustained by a spectrum 
of perspectives with unequivocal 
value.

Home Grown Totes 
Part of a Fibre Arts Initiative to: !

* boost the local economy 
* give teen interns business experience 

*encourage the creative spirit !
Saguache Works 

404-406 4th Street,  
Saguache , Colorado, 81149 !

(719)-655-0216 !
www.saguacheworks.com 

saguacheworks@yahoo.com

Cynthia L Nielsen Lmt, Ryt
cynthianielsenlmt@gmail.com 

(719) 298-0360

Radiant Flow
Yoga

Massage
Watsu

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Bob’s Place: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open 7 days 7a.m to 3p.m. 

(719) 256-2627 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8a.m to 7p.m. 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

One-Stop-Shop for all your party, 
BBQ or picnic needs.  

NEW AT THE GROCERY: 
 Local Pasture-raised Pig 

 Local Trout from Saguache 
 Local Tamales from Antonito 

 Sausages from Gosar & Salazar 
 Local Chicken is Back!!! 

 Local Greens from Green Earth Farm 

Bob’s Place (the Diner) 
We want to thank the community for 

supporting us during our first 6 
months.  Come see our new menu and 

ever changing daily specials.   

Crestone Mercantile Hardware 
 

The BEST STOCKED Hardware 
store in the San Luis Valley! 

 

Meet all of your camping, automotive, 
household, plumbing, paint, electrical,  
lumber, gardening, office, & electrical 

needs right here in CRESTONE!  

SHOP LOCAL 

mailto:saguacheworks@yahoo.com
http://www.therangeontheinternet
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:719)-655-0216!www.saguacheworks.comsaguacheworks@yahoo.comRadiantFlowYogaMassageWatsuCynthiaLNielsenLmt
mailto:cynthianielsenlmt@gmail.com
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by Joyce Meyer
Have you ever hired a profes-

sional to prune a tree in your yard? 
Well, Dave and I hire someone to 
do that for us and there are times 
when he cuts the branches back 
so far that I’ve said to him, “There 
is nothing left. You have totally 
destroyed our tree!” But he says, 
“You just watch and see.” And sure 
enough, before long the tree is much 
better looking than it was before.

Just like trees need pruning 
from time to time, to remove dead 
branches or areas where there is 
overgrowth, you and I need to be 
pruned or reshaped at different 
times in different areas of our lives. 
We may not enjoy the pruning pro-
cess, but when it’s over, we’re much 
better off than we were before.

John 15:2 says, “Any branch in 
Me that does not bear fruit He cuts 
away; and He cleanses and repeat-
edly prunes every branch that con-
tinues to bear fruit, to make it bear 
more and richer and more excellent 
fruit.”

Are you dragging around “dead 
branches” in your life? Maybe it’s a 
bad relationship, an old wound from 

your past, or 
a negative at-
titude that 
keeps you 
from enjoying life to the fullest.

It would be nice if we could see 
what God sees and say, “Yes, God. 
Let’s get rid of that dead branch.” 
But many times we’re too afraid 
to give up what we know for some-
thing new that we just can’t see or 
understand.

The truth is you can be mis-
erable dragging those dead things 
around or you can go through the 
pain of letting God “prune” them 
away. Even though it’s uncomfort-
able, the best thing you can do is let 
God prune you, because after the 
hard part is over, you will see some 
amazing results!

God doesn’t want to see you 
struggle. He loves you so much that 
He will never give up on you. As we 
allow Him to speak into our lives, 
He teaches and trains us to be kind 
and gentle, peaceful and patient, 
loving and forgiving like Him. But 
we cannot develop that “fruit” on 
our own.

John 15:4 says, “Just as no 

branch can bear fruit of itself without 
abiding in the vine, neither can you 
bear fruit unless you abide in Me.”

In other words, we need to 
spend time with God. 

Our relationship with God 
is about much more than going to 
church on Sunday and reading the 
Word out of duty. He wants a per-
sonal relationship with each of us. 

When we stay connected to 
God through meaningful study 
and prayer, we’re abiding in Jesus. 
God wants us to be so rooted and 
grounded in His love that nothing 
can shake us—so we’re able to bear 
good fruit in even the hardest, most 
difficult seasons of life.

God has a good plan for your 
life. He wants to take you to the 
next level in your relationship with 
Him, but there are some things that 
He wants you to leave behind—past 
hurts, insecurities, or anything we 
look to for a sense of security other 

than God Himself.
Don’t ever be afraid to sur-

render to God so He can prune the 
things that are hurting and hinder-
ing you from moving forward in 
your relationship with Him.

Decide today that you’re go-
ing to let go of the past and press on 
to experience a fuller, richer, more 
abundant life in Christ.

You can pray today: “God, I’m 
tired of dragging this heavy load 
around with me. I’m ready to let it 
go so I can get on with my life and 
experience a new level of relation-
ship with You. Help me to know 
that You love me and that You will 
work everything out for my good.”

If we will totally give our-
selves to God, He will give us His 
best for us. It may not be what we 
thought we wanted, but it will be 
exactly what we need. And it will 
be greater than anything we could 
have asked for.

Enjoying Everyday Life
Letting go of the dead stuff  
in your life

Sunday Services                                         
Bible Study Thursdays                          
Prayer Services Mon & Fri                       
Food Bank Tuesdays
    Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:  
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday
Shabbat Celebration every 1st Friday

Joyce Meyer Article
Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way
3:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm

8:00 am
6:00 pm

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

10% off
Second

Sundays

Saguache County Republicans host 
federal and state officials

US Representative Tipton keynote speaker 
The June Saguache County Republican Fundraiser attracted at-

tendees and guests from across the state. 
U.S. Representative Scott Tipton was the keynote speaker. Tipton 

took the opportunity to discuss legislation he sponsored and what he 
is trying to accomplish in Congress. Topics ranged from protection of 
water to San Luis Valley constituents’ concerns about job security and 
their financial future. Other topics included responsible energy devel-
opment, the health of our forests, and the importance of agriculture in 
our economy.

State Senator Larry Crowder gave an update of the business taking 
place at the state level by reporting on the activities of the 2015 State 
Legislature. 

Steve House, the newly elected State Republican Chairman, was 
also a guest speaker and discussed his transition and vision to lead the 
state party into the 2016 election. Also present was past state party chair 
Ryan Call and his family. Call received recognition from the Saguache 
GOP executive board for the exemplary leadership he has provide the 
State and Saguache County. 

A silent auction as well as a live auction provided lots of competi-
tive fun throughout the event. Almost two thousand dollars were raised. 
Everyone enjoyed a wonderful meal and of course everyone had time to 
visit with friends and neighbors.

Saguache County GOP Board Chair Richard Drake, Vice-Chair 
Steve Carlson, Secretary Mike Cowan and Treasurer Ed Nielsen would 
like to thank everyone for their participation and support in making this 
year’s fundraiser a great success.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Linda Behrns, DVM
New puppy & kitty health 

tips
Welcome to all of the new kit-

tens and puppies that have joined 
us here in Crestone and the Baca! 

Most of the families of these 
new residents have had pets before, 
but it may have been a while since 
some of you have had such a young 
animal in your care. Remember, 
they are not wise to the ways of the 
world yet and don’t know about coy-
otes, cars, hawks and all the other 
dangers out there, so keep them in-
side and watch them closely when 
they are out.

Socializing and training are 
very important to start at a young 
age, especially with puppies. A lit-
tle work now goes a long way to 
making a dog who will be a great 
lifetime companion.  The Denver 
Dumb Friends League has hand-
outs for basic training and almost 
every behavior issue you might 
have with dogs, cats, horses and 
smaller pets: www.ddfl.org/pdf/be-
havior-handout.

Neutering male cats and dogs 
by six to nine months of age can 
help to prevent many behavior-
related problems.  Once unwant-
ed behaviors such as aggression, 
roaming, and spraying start they 
can be hard to stop even with neu-
tering.  Spaying females early can 
help with behavior issues as well as 
many potential medical problems.

The number one most impor-
tant thing to do with young pup-
pies and kittens is to get them 
vaccinated! Even if you never do it 

again, get the full series of vaccines 
done, starting at six to eight weeks 
of age. Many puppies in this area 
have had Parvovirus, which caus-
es severe vomiting and diarrhea. 
Without costly treatment it often 
leads to death in young dogs. The 
virus can live in the soil here for up 
to two years, so it is very difficult 
to get rid of. Distemper is carried 
by wildlife such as coyotes, foxes 
and raccoons and can be transmit-
ted through saliva and other bod-
ily fluids so direct contact between 
animals is not needed to pass it on. 
Many of the upper respiratory dis-
eases that affect kittens can be pre-
vented with vaccinations as well.

If you are wondering what 
food to feed your puppy check out 
www.dogfoodadvisor.com.

There isn’t a cat food advisor 
yet, but you can get an idea of how 
good the cat food is by looking at 
the information they have for the 
dog food the company you are in-
terested in makes.

Doggie Ice Lick: hot weath-
er treat for your dogs

Fill a container (such as a 
bucket) with a mixture of water 
and chicken stock and add some of 
your dog’s favorite toys. 

Freeze the mixture (it can 
take up to a day depending on the 
size) and once frozen solid, upend 
the container and place where your 
dog can get it but it won’t get too 
muddy or sandy. 

Your dog will lick away at the 
tasty chicken stock and water mix-
ture, keeping themselves cool and 
entertained! 

Food tastings
The Valley Roots Food Hub launched last month with a series of 6 

local food tastings at 6 different venues across our region.  The Food Hub 
aggregates, markets, and distributes the best of our local foods to local 
wholesale buyers, and also runs a multi-farm CSA program.  You can learn 
more at www.valleyrootsfoodhub.com.  Pictured above at Elephant Cloud 
on May 29 (from left to right) are Lea Petmezas of Organic Food Worx, 
a producer of flax-based raw crackers out of Paonia; Nicholas Chambers, 
General Manager of the Valley Roots Food Hub; Krystin Chee of the San 
Luis Valley Local Foods Coalition; and Liza Marron, Executive Director of 
the San Luis Valley Local Foods Coalition.                   photo by Lori Nagel

Ask Dr. B about pets

Crestone Mobile Veterinary Service
Providing local high quality, compassionate 
veterinary care for your pets. 
Call with any questions or to make an 
appointment
719-588-4024
CrestoneMobileVet.com

CRESTONE MOBILE VETERINARY SERVICE

719-588-4024
CrestoneMobileVet.com

Call with any questions or to make an appointment.

Providing local high quality, compassionate
veterinary care for your pets. 

Summer safety, be prepared!
We carry a FULL LINE of medical products:

First Aid and Safety Kits, Wall Kits, Vehicle Kits, Patient Aids, 
Wheelchairs, Bath Aids, Incontinence, Hospital beds, Wound care,

Respiratory, Ostomy, Urology, Skin Care
...and much more!

www.RMHomehealthSupplies.com
719.589.9417

616 Main Street | Alamosa, CO

Rolfing® Structural Integration 
Spontaneous Yoga

Ashley Quinn. Certified Rolfer™, RN
Alignwithashley@Gmail.Com  

215.589.0864

Corner of 2nd & F Streets
Historic Downtown Salida salidamixingbowl.com

719-539-2655 Open Daily!

YOUR HOMETOWN GOURMET
           KITCHENWARE STORE

*Festive Dinnerware*Colorful Bakeware*Gourmet Soups
& Dip Mixes!

Come Celebrate
We’re 10 years old!

Sat. July 4th 10am-6pm

It’s a Party!

Enjoy 10% off everything in the store 
(excluding electrics)

Come explore our new bath lines

Corner of 2nd & F Streets
Historic Downtown Salida salidamixingbowl.com

719-539-2655 Open Daily!

YOUR HOMETOWN GOURMET
           KITCHENWARE STORE

*Festive Dinnerware*Colorful Bakeware*Gourmet Soups
& Dip Mixes!

Corner of 2nd & F Streets
Historic Downtown Salida salidamixingbowl.com

719-539-2655 Open Daily!

YOUR HOMETOWN GOURMET
           KITCHENWARE STORE

*Festive Dinnerware*Colorful Bakeware*Gourmet Soups
& Dip Mixes!

Where Home
Happens

As You Go About Your Day, Please Remember . . .

Support 

Crestone Youth Plaza

By Shopping At The

CYP THRIFT STORE
On the corner of Alder & Galena

(719) 256-5500

The Ripples You Create Today

 Bring About the Changes for Tomorrow

http://www.ddfl.org/pdf/be-havior-handout
http://www.ddfl.org/pdf/be-havior-handout
http://www.ddfl.org/pdf/be-havior-handout
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com
http://www.valleyrootsfoodhub.com
http://www.RMHomehealthSupplies.com
mailto:Alignwithashley@Gmail.Com
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T.J. Valenzuela’s 
latest novel packs 
powerful punch

A married man on the run 
meets up with a beautiful young 
widow in this new book released 
by Dog Ear Publishing. Their time 
together has life-changing conse-
quences.

Antonio Morisán spends the 
last night of his ordinary life with 
his beautiful wife, Rosa, destined 
to escape the country early the next 
morning. The young businessman 
is on the verge of being arrested for 
questioning, and, as this new nov-
el reveals, the unknown outcome 
could be disastrous. Following an 
impulse to visit a beautiful woman 
before his rendezvous with a pilot 
creates a cascading chain of events.

Set in the 1950s in the fic-
tional repressive country of Tacaf-
ecas, The Road to Eden offers a 
fast-paced adventure that begins 
when Antonio deviates from his 
escape plan to visit Edén, a remote 
farm owned by Alison Pater Díaz, 
a young widow he met on the bus. 
Antonio is smitten by the blond-
haired, blue-eyed beauty and her 
orange grove, and the two start a 
whirlwind affair when a natural 
disaster keeps him from leaving.

A sudden accident changes 
everything, and Antonio learns 
the hard way what can happen 
when someone is accused of politi-
cal crimes against a harsh regime. 
His very life hangs in the balance, 
and he must depend on others if he 
hopes to see Rosa again. With vivid 
descriptions of a time when Bel Air 
convertibles ruled the roadways 
and Lucky Strikes were the ciga-
rette of choice, T.J. Valenzuela’s 
sexy novel offers unforgettable ac-
tion and adventure.

This is the second book for 
author T.J. Valenzuela, who also 
wrote The Moon Lit the Owl’s Way. 
He was born in San Juan, Puerto 
Rico, and grew up there and in 
Guatemala. He earned a graduate 
degree in geography and worked as 
an educator. He and his wife, Rose, 
live in Crestone with their three 
dogs.

The Road to Eden by T.J. Va-
lenzuela from Dog Ear Publishing. 
ISBN: 978-1-4575-2953-5; 248 pag-
es, $15.95. Available at fine book-
stores everywhere.

Road to Eden named final-
ist in Next Generation Indie 
Book Awards

T. J. Valenzuela’s “The Road 
to Eden” has been named a finalist 
in the General Fiction/Novel (un-
der 80,000 words) category of the 
2015 Next Generation Indie Book 
Awards. The Next Generation In-
die Book Awards is considered the 
“Sundance” of the book publishing 
world. Any books named winner or 
finalist are considered the “cream 
of the crop” and are held in high re-
gard. “Indies” include small press-
es, larger independent publishers, 
university presses, e-book publish-
ers, and self-published authors. 
The Next Generation Indie Book 
Awards was established to recog-
nize and honor the most exception-
al independently published books 
in over 70 different categories, for 
the year, and is presented by Inde-
pendent Book Publishing Profes-
sionals Group in cooperation with 
Marilyn Allen O’Shea Literary 
Agency. The Next Generation In-
die Book Awards is a Not-for-Profit 
book awards program with all of 
the entry fees going back to the 
winners and finalist through cash 
prizes, trophies, medals, certifi-
cates, awards ceremony, running of 
the program and the ongoing pro-
motion of winners and finalist.
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Tragedy ensues when married man 
Antonio Morisán, an economist, on the 
verge of arrest in the fictional repressive 
country of Tacafecas, deviates from his 
escape plan and drives to the finca of 
Alison Pater Díaz, a young widow he 
had met on a bus ride.

T. J. Valenzuela 
was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, 

spent his early years there and in 

Guatemala, received a graduate 

degree in geography, and worked 

as an educator. He’s the author of 

The Moon Lit the Owl’s Way. He 

lives in Crestone, Colorado with 

his wife, Rose, and three dogs.

$00.00 U.S.

by Jan Foster Miiller, L.Ac.
Would you like affordable, ac-

cessible healthcare available to you, 
your family, your friends and your 
neighbors in Colorado? It is possible. 
ColoradoCare is a citizens’ initiative 
that would create a health care fi-
nancing system owned by the people 
of Colorado to provide comprehen-
sive, quality healthcare for all state 
residents. By focusing on paying for 
health care rather than health insur-
ance, the system would save Colo-
radans an estimated $5 billion and 
more annually. Premiums would be 
collected based on income, providing 
health care for everyone regardless 
of financial circumstance. 

ColoradoCare takes advantage 
of a provision in the federal Afford-
able Care Act (ACA) that allows 
states to develop their own their 
own innovative healthcare systems. 
A group of Colorado citizens, includ-
ing State Senator and physician Dr. 
Irene Aguilar, have been working on 
this idea since 2008, researching and 
developing a practical realistic plan 
that will cover all Coloradans at low-
er cost while providing better health-
care. The ballot initiative for Colora-
doCare is a result of their work. 

ColoradoCare would provide a 
more comprehensive benefit package 
than the ACA, including some den-
tal care. Its benefits would surpass 
the platinum coverage now available 

through the health insurance ex-
change. There would be no deducti-
bles. Co-pays, if they exist, could be 
waived for those in financial need. 
Mental health care would be treated 
the same as other health care. Colo-
radoCare will encourage better care 
and cost savings by focusing on pre-
vention, timely intervention, and 
appropriate treatment according to 
each resident’s needs and values. Pa-
tients will choose their primary care 
healthcare professional, who would 
continue to work in the setting of 
their choice whether private, public 
or non-profit. To learn more, visit 
www.ColoradoCareYES.co

The initiative is currently in 
the signature-gathering stage re-
quired to get it on the ballot. Locally, 
volunteers will be circulating peti-
tions at various venues this summer 
and early fall and possibly canvass-
ing door-to-door. If you are a regis-
tered Colorado voter, wish to sign the 
petition and have not yet had the op-
portunity, or if you would like to help 
circulate petitions, please call Jan 
Foster Miiller at 480-7400 after July 
12. This is an opportunity for Colo-
rado to again lead the way in creat-
ing policy that works for people and 
influence changes across the country. 
Let’s take advantage of it!

Universal health care for  Colo.? 
Let’s get it on the ballot!

STILL MOUNTAIN
    Classical Five-Element

ACUPUNCTURE
 Jan Foster Miiller, M.Ac., L.Ac.
Treating the whole person~body, mind & spirit

719 - 256 - 4775

• Energy Healing • The Journey® 
• Herbal Medicine • Classes & Herb Walks 

• House Clearings

www.rootsofhealing.com

Dorje Root, 
RH (AHG) 
Herbalist / 
Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786  
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

Láné Sáan Moonwalker
Wisdom of the Flicker

May 16th
Working with Feathers

Sacred Tool 17th

relational counseling & coaching 

INNER RADIANCE 

Mark Swart, MA, NCC 

Colorado Registered Psychotherapist 

(720) 441-2850 

innerradiancecoach@gmail.com 

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

a reporter’s blog…

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.ColoradoCareYES.co
mailto:dorjeroot@yahoo.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
mailto:innerradiancecoach@gmail.com
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by Ish
1/ 50 First Dates:  
An islander known for his womanizing falls for a 

short-term memory loss young lady. Each date is like 
the first. Stars Adam Sandler and Drew Barrymore.

2/ Along Came Polly:  
After his wife dumps him for her scuba-diving in-

structor on their honeymoon, the uptight Rueben reconnects with Polly, 
an irreverent old friend who teaches him how to live life on the edge. 
With a great cast: Ben Stiller, Jennifer Aniston, Phillip Seymour Hoff-
man, Debra Messing, Alec Baldwin, Hank Azaria and others.

3/ Get Over It:  
With the purpose of winning back his girlfriend, Berke tries out for 

a Shakespearean musical and catches the eye of his friend’s sister who 
is coaching him. How can she turn his head when he’s already looking 
at someone else? Cast is Kirsten Dunst, Ben Foster, Martin Short, Mila 
Kunis, Ed Begley, Carmen Electra, Coolio and others.

4/ Love Actually:  
This charming treatise on romance and relationships by writer-di-

rector Richard Curtis holds an all-star ensemble comedy telling 10 sepa-
rate yet intertwining love stories . . . leading up to a climax on Christmas 
Eve.  Cast includes Hugh Grant, Emma Thompson, Colin Firth, Liam 
Neeson, Allan Rickman, Laura Linney, and others.

5/ A Guy Thing:  
Upon awakening after his bachelor party with a pretty girl who is 

not his fiancée, he finds his memory is unclear. He assumes he cheated 
on his fiancée and scrambles to keep her from finding out. Supported 
with a strong cast including Jason Lee, Selma Blair, James Brolin, Julie 
Hagerty and others.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

by Suzanne McGregor
Just a reminder to those who 

might have missed this informa-
tion last month—the summer 
reading program at the library 
on Tuesday mornings from 10:30-
11:30 is in full swing and will con-
tinue for another month.  The pro-
gram, “Every Hero Has a Story!” 
is for toddlers through age 10 and 
is presented by Penny from the 
Saguache Public Library. There 

are stories, crafts, a reading contest (with prizes!), and healthy snacks 
for the youngsters.  There is no charge for the program, and drop-ins are 
welcome.  Parents are encouraged to stay for the program if they choose 
to do so.  Come have some summer fun and join this lively group!

Please support the Friends of the Library (FOL) on the Fourth of 
July by enjoying a root beer float at their booth in the park after the 
parade.  The FOL is always seeking new community members for input 
and direct involvement in developing fundraising projects and planning 
activities for enhancing our present library and for our new library relo-
cation project. They hope that they can tempt you with a cold treat on a 
hot summer day and encourage you to join forces in this valuable com-
munity service.

Have you had your fill of mosquitoes (or rather, have they had their 
fill of you)?  The library might have a good solution—information on bats!  
A bat can eat about 1,200 mosquitoes an hour and between 8,000-10,000 
per night—almost 100% of its body weight (about ½ ounce).  Come take 
a look at The Bat House Builder’s Book, America’s Neighborhood Bats: 
Understanding and Learning to Live in Harmony With Them, and The 
Secret World of Bats film.  Some relief may be in store for you, as well as 
some interesting facts about this amazing little mammal. 

“They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary 
safety deserve neither liberty nor safety.”—Benjamin Franklin, Histori-
cal Review of Pennsylvania, 1759.  Treasure your intellectual freedom to 
read and to gather information by visiting your local library often.

Note:  The library will be closed on Friday, July 3 and Saturday, 
July 4 in celebration of the many freedoms with which we are blessed.

Baca Grande Library, 256-4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-5pm; 
Sat. 10am-2pm.

www.shangrilahstove.com
nathan@ shangrilahstove.com

Call Nathan
256-4768

Summer Sale!
On greenhouse covering,

Solexx & reinforced polysheeting
Also, solar powered climate battery 

heating systems built on site.
We match or beat internet pricing!HOME OF THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

Creede to host Rural Philanthropy 
Days this September

The City of Creede will be hosting the 2015 San Luis Valley Ru-
ral Philanthropy Days (RPD) September 23-25 in beautiful downtown 
Creede. RPD is the premier event for local grantseekers and statewide 
grantmakers to personally meet and discuss rural challenges and po-
tential funding opportunities. The conference also hosts training and 
capacity building opportunities focused on improving non-profits’ suc-
cess. 

Since the early 1990s, rural Colorado communities have coor-
dinated RPD events every four years in each of eight rural Colorado 
regions. In partnership with the Community Resource Center (CRC), 
the Anschutz Family Foundation (AFF) and statewide grantmakers, 
the RPD program provides a powerful opportunity for the state’s most 
influential funders, government agencies, and local grantseekers to 
strengthen partnerships and to discover ways to work together on ru-
ral projects that improve community life. 

Typically, an RPD event involves grantmakers from Front Range 
communities traveling to a rural region for three days of activities with 
community grantseekers. The last such valley-wide event was 2011 in 
the town of Saguache. RPD conferences result in increased access to 
resources, relationships and skill-building opportunities for rural pro-
jects, and this year’s installment will be no different!

With the non-profit sector of the valley region being such a vi-
brant part of our community and economy, please make plans to attend 
this powerful networking event in Creede, and save the date!

For more information contact Kim Smoyer, Event Coordinator, 
SLVRPD@gmail.com, 719-655-0104 or visit www.SanLuisValleyRPD.
org.

Attend our meeting Wednesday, July 8 at 7pm, at the Topping house, 33 Sunset Overlook 
(first left behind former Century 21 office).  Call 256.4247 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

POB 734, Crestone, CO 841131
w w w.crestone - end- of-l ife.org   •  719.256.4211  •  ceolp.info@gmail.com 

“One should be ever booted and spurred 
and ready to depart.”

-Montaigne

mailto:SLVRPD@gmail.com
http://www.SanLuisValleyRPD
http://www.shangrilahstove.com
http://www.crestone-end-of-life.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
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Moffat School 2015 graduation & more

Moffat School News is 
sponsored by

Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Monte Vista
852-5991

Trust & Strength Since 1899

Moffat School Counselor, Elise 
Lovato, pictured here with her 
mom, Moffat School Second-
ary Math teacher Lori Lovato, 
and her dad, Saguache Coun-
ty Commissioner Tim Lovato.  
Elise Lovato was nominated 
by principal Hashbarger to 
be presented with a plaque 
recognizing her as the March 
2015 Counselor of the Month.  
This program is a partnership 
between Colorado Council on 
High School/College Relations 
and the Colorado Department 
of Higher Education.  This 
program seeks to identify and 
recognize high achieving Colo-
rado high school counselors.  
Thank you Elise for all of your 
hard work and congratula-
tions on being selected for this 
award!   

Class of 2015 Moffat Graduates: Back row (L to R) Chelsea High, Elaine Wellman-Flick 
and Kristian Tran; Front row (L to R) Renee Freel, Sierra Swartz, Marcy Baker and Ellyon 
Williamson. Congratulations and good luck!  

This year’s Moving Up Ceremony for the 8th grade was held on May 19.  This year’s 
class members, from left to right:   Alyssa Chavez, Samantha Clark, Andre Claudio, Coo-
per Goodhart, Mikey Richardson and Isiah Wellman-Wheeler.  Not Pictured:  Evan Rude.

Moffat Seniors Elaine Wellman-Flick and Renee Freel were both crowned as Queens at 
this year’s prom held at Mountain Valley School in April.  

Moffat Consolidated School District’s Assessment Coordinator, Linda Eickhoff, retired 
at the end of the 2014-2015 school year after sixteen years of service and dedication 
to our staff and students. Linda is pictured here with Superintendent Kirk Banghart and 
Principal Michelle Hashbarger. Congratulations and enjoy what lies ahead!

Moffat School sophomores Joedeelee Rigdon and Tina Chavez were inducted into the 
National Honor Society on May 7.  Congratulations to both students for their ongoing 
leadership, display of good character and academic success.  

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Moffat senior Ellyon Williamson’s Valedictorian Speech
Sand beneath my feet, wind 

in my hair, the mountains tower-
ing over me, an eagle’s cry pierc-
ing the air, blue sky above me, the 
smell of sage and sweet clover, my 
friends’ and family’s voices and 
personalities, these are the things 
that remind me of my western 
home. 

When I first came to this val-
ley, I had been shunned because I 
was different. I was afraid that if 
I came to Moffat I would undergo 
the same treatment. I could not 
have been more wrong. I did not 
have to wear cowboy boots to fit, 
because honestly no one from Mof-
fat fits in. We are all as different 
from each other as we can be, yet 
we make it work. Moffateers are a 
family of odd balls, but a wonder-
ful family nonetheless. 

The thing I love most about 
Moffat is we value individuality, 
there are no cliques or groups. 
The teachers want each student to 
shine in their own way, to be them-
selves, as long as those selves are 
well behaved as well they should 
be. It is an institute of learning af-
ter all. 

Through the years, my class 
made many memories, memories I 
will keep burning in my heart for-
ever. Tin foil fashion adventures, 
pushing ourselves past our fears 
and riding roller coasters, trying 
to be quiet, but usually not suc-
ceeding, listening to each other, 
and being there for each other. And 
how can I forget all those lunch-
room and classroom conversations 
that were, well, out there and pos-
sibly a little inappropriate? 

At Moffat I realized I don’t 
have pretend to be someone I am 
not, I can be my crazy, eccentric 
over-achiever warrior queen self.  
People actually prefer me being 
me, most of the time. 

To begin my advice to the class 
of 2015, let me share this quote by 
the world-renowned actor, Johnny 
Depp, that may shine some light 
on my thoughts.  “I think every-
body’s weird. We should celebrate 
our individuality and not be too 
embarrassed or ashamed of it. In-
dividuality is something human-
ity takes for granted. We try to 
hide who we really are in order to 
fit in. That’s where we go wrong. 
We need to do both, fit in and be 
true to ourselves.”

Society is what we make it. It 
is what we strive to be a part of. In 
order to survive in the world out-
side our home, we must know how 
to blend into society, while still 
always being ourselves, so as to 
not let our individuality fade. We 
must not be ashamed of who we 
are, no matter what. After all, this 
nation was founded on protection 
of individual rights. Something 
Oscar Wilde said rings true to me: 
“society exists only as a mental 
concept; in the real world there 
are only individuals.” For me this 
means that everyone is an individ-
ual who makes up a society and, 
better yet, a family. 

One of my greatest wishes, 
is for the class of 2015 to bring 
an end to humanity’s readiness 
to ostracize and look down upon 
uncommon individuals. Humans 

are all equal, yet, each is unique. 
Origin, ethnicity, religion, and 
sexuality should not matter, yet to 
a lot of people it does. They cannot 
see past what they think people 
should be and not what they re-
ally are. They fear the difference, 
but some of the most famous peo-
ple were the ones who broke all 
the molds. Humanity should quit 
looking at the differences and em-
brace the uniqueness. I would also 
love to see my class and all other 
graduating classes of 2015 rise to 
the challenge. I’d like to see them 
chose their own path without 
fear of what others will think. We 
are the choices we make, not the 
choices others make for us. “The 
mind is like a parachute, it only 
works when it is open,” by Frank 
Zappa. This quote really encom-
passes the importance of treating 
each as equals. One thing my class 
is amazing at doing is giving ad-
vice and helping people to see the 
changes they could make to their 
path, in order to make their lives 
better. I know with my class’s lov-
ing hearts we will always be there 
to help those in need.  

A human is like diamond, we 
all have different facets that we 
show to certain people. The facets 
we wear for our friends, our family, 
our lovers, and the world outside. 
The trick is to show as many facets 
as we can, so we don’t hide our 
smiles and our tears. Each diamond 
is different, and each diamond has 
its flaws. If everything was perfect 
there would be no individuality.  As 
I look at my class, we could not get 
any more diverse or unique than 
we are. I know that the facets we 
are going show to the world are 
going to shine brighter than any 
diamond.

One thing abundant in this 
modern world is unoriginality; 
everything is the same or done 
over and over again. That is why 
I cherish Moffat.  We are full of 
originality, and the teachers and 
staff encourage it. I hope my sen-
ior class can take their originality 
out to the world and share what it 
means to be one of kind. 

I shared my feelings today to 
bring awareness to the issues fac-
ing my class. I am going to change 
the world and I want my class to 
know that they can change the 
world too. We are all our strong in-
dividuals, with stubborn streaks, 

but I know that if we set our minds 
to it, we can change this world. To 
quote Ghandi, you had better “be 
the change you wish to see in the 
world.” So Class of 2015, we are 
the last ones who will graduate 
from this 1921 school building, 
and I believe that we can and will 
outshine all previous classes as we 
make our way into the world. 

I wish for each of you a life 
that is amazing, successful, and 
filled with many adventures. 
Make sure you have no regrets, 
take chances, and enjoy happi-
ness. Happiness is worth all the 
effort. I wish for this class to lead 
a new generation of strong-willed, 
proud people, who are not afraid 
to take chances and change the 
world, all the while learning new 
lessons and creating new things 
along the way. 

Never forget who you are and 

where you came from and remem-
ber we are family, and families 
support each other. Please prom-
ise, that no matter what, we will 
always be there for each other and 
if any of us become president, you 
must invite us over for dinner at 
the White House. 

Graduating with this class 
is one proud moment for me. You 
all have accepted me for who I 
am and I have done the same for 
them. I hope that Moffat School 
will always nurture and strive to 
be the family who treats everyone 
as equals and encourages each 
person’s individuality to shine 
through. 

In conclusion, let me leave 
you with a quote by Ralph Wal-
do Emerson. “To be yourself in a 
world that is constantly trying to 
make you something else is the 
greatest accomplishment.”

Class of 2015 Moffat seniors who graduated with honors:  Valedictorian - Sierra Swartz; 
Salutatorian - Kristian Tran; and Valedictorian - Ellyon Williamson.  

Interested in petitioning on to the SLVREC
Board of Directors? 

Visit us at www.slvrec.com for additional
information. The deadline is April 27th, 

2015. 

www.slvrec.com   719-852-3658

http://www.slvrec.com
http://www.slvrec.com
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by David Nicholas
SCOTUS says “Yes” to Same-

Sex Marriage
It’s done. At long last, the Su-

preme Court on Friday, June 26, has 
legalized gay marriage nationwide 
by ruling that the U.S. Constitution 
bars states from denying marriage 
licenses to same-sex couples.

The landmark, 5-4 decision 
split the court along the usual ideo-
logical lines, with Republican ap-
pointee Justice Anthony Kennedy 
joining the court’s liberal wing to 
back same-sex marriage rights and 
the court’s remaining GOP appoin-
tees dissenting.

Claiming victory, President 
Obama said, “When Americans are 
treated equal, we are all the more 
free.”

Democrat Presidential can-
didate Hillary Clinton said, “From 
Stonewall to today’s decision, the 
courage and determination of the 
LGBT community has changed 
hearts, minds, and laws. Genera-
tions of advocates and activists sac-
rificed so much for this victory.  This 
is our country at its best: inclusive, 
open, and striving towards true 
equality.”

SCOTUS says Obamacare 
is here to stay

In a 6-3 decision, the Supreme 
Court of the United States (SCO-
TUS) on June 25 voted to uphold 
the second major challenge to Presi-
dent Obama’s Affordable Health 
Care Act and secured his legacy in 
history. Chief Justice Roberts, writ-
ing the opinion for the majority 
(which included the swing vote on 
the court Justice Anthony Kennedy 
joining with the four liberal jus-
tices Stephen Breyer, Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Elena Kagan, and Sonia 
Sotomayor) upheld that the Afford-
able Healthcare Act as it stands will 
not change under the makeup of the 
present court.

What it says is that Chief Jus-
tice Roberts will not reverse his 2012 
view when Obamacare was first 
challenged. His opinion in this case 
offered special vindication to Mr. 
Obama because it also affirmed that 
the whole point of this law was to im-
prove the healthcare system.

In the 6-3 majority in King v. 
Burwell, the justices handed Mr. 
Obama one of the biggest victories of 
his presidency, preserving premium 
subsidies for 6.4 million Americans 
in the 34 states that rely on the fed-
eral marketplace for health insur-
ance. It also preserves the mandate, 
the tenet at the center of the law and 
of its controversy, that every Ameri-
can buy health coverage.

This decision prevents any at-
tempt by Republicans in the Con-
gress to overturn the law, as Mr. 
Obama would veto it. Congress lacks 
the numbers in the Senate to over-
ride his veto.

Also it means that only in the 
event that a Republican wins the 
White House in 2017, the current 
makeup of the court will uphold any 
challenge Democrats would make to 
a law that would attempt to gut or 
overturn Obamacare. Even if Jus-
tice Ginsburg retires, as she is con-

s i d e r i n g , 
and a con-
s e r v a t i v e 
or moder-
ate replaces 
her, the court is still a 5-4 majority 
in favor of keeping Obamacare as it 
stands for years to come. 

So as Republicans and other 
conservatives vow to fight on to over-
turn Obamacare, this court is no 
longer a place where they can seek 
solace.

Patriot Act provisions lapse
To hear The Daily Show’s Jon 

Stewart’s impression of Mitch McCo-
nnell, he is a bit slow on the uptake. 
But there is evidence to suggest that 
Mr. McConnell is not the master 
in his house. The Senate Majority 
leader had to wonder what just hap-
pened, after Senate failed to pass the 
Patriot Act’s necessary extensions in 
collection of metadata for national 
security surveillance. When you 
are the majority leader in the Sen-
ate and your caucus goes rogue, you 
have a major problem. Whether it’s 
too many prospective GOP presiden-
tial candidates who have their own 
agendas, or Republican Senators 
just feeling downright ornery, the 
Senate is a shambles at the moment.

On May 31 the Senate was vot-
ing on the cloture motion, meaning 
bringing on a vote to close debate 
and vote on the motion/bill before the 
Senate immediately. The cloture mo-
tion passed 77-17, but the moment it 
did so, Senator Rand Paul (R-KY) got 
up and filibustered, thus delaying 
the vote on the bill. This caused the 
provisions on renewing those Patriot 
Act provisions to lapse. 

Rand Paul is running for presi-
dent and he hails from Kentucky, 
also the majority leader’s home state. 
As well, Mr. McConnell has actually 
endorsed Mr. Paul for this race. So 
it was mighty embarrassing that a 
fellow Kentuckian’s filibuster blew 
out the vote to these controversial 
provisions to the Patriot Act, forcing 
the provisions to expire. And it just 
didn’t get any better for the majority 
leader.

The Senate Passes the USA 
Freedom Act

The Senate on June 2 passed 
HR2038, the USA Freedom Act, 
without any amendments on a vote 
of 67-32, and sent the bill to Barack 
Obama to sign into law. The bill will 
end the mass collection of Ameri-
cans’ phone records by the NSA, 
restore some expired powers to se-
curity agencies, place record storage 
in private companies’ hands, create 
a public-interest advocate for the 
secret FISA court that oversees sur-
veillance programs, and require the 
court to notify Congress when it re-
interprets law.

The NSA set in motion plans to 
restart its mass collection of Ameri-
can phone records, in accordance 
with the six-month “transition” pe-
riod prescribed in the bill. The pow-
ers are scheduled to formally end in 
December.

Rubbing salt into the wound 
of the majority leader, the Senate 
emphatically rejected three pro-sur-
veillance amendments proposed by 

majority leader Mitch McConnell, 
denying his attempts to change the 
terms of FISA court and record re-
tention provisions in the bill.

Senators who voted against 
the bill described it as a reckless re-
scission of important national secu-
rity tools, and said it would put the 
country at risk of a terrorist attack. 
Depending on their various beliefs, 
senators who voted for the bill al-
ternately praised it as a “reasonable 
compromise”, the “best opportunity” 
to restore security services’ powers, 
and the first of “more victories in 
the future”. 

Allies of Rand Paul announced 
that they have planned a slew of 
new amendments and measures to 
counteract a wide range of surveil-
lance programs that would be unaf-
fected by the USA Freedom Act, and 
to which expired Patriot Act provi-
sions do not pertain.

Privacy and reform activ-
ists hailed the bill as a milestone 
achievement, the first reform of sur-
veillance programs in more than a 
decade. Many also warned however 
that the bill is “just the beginning”, 
including the ACLU’s deputy legal 
director, who said: “The bill leaves 
many of the government’s most in-
trusive and overbroad surveillance 
powers untouched, and it makes 
only very modest adjustments to 
disclosure and transparency re-
quirements.”

HRC—The Hillary Cam-
paign

Did you see the speech? If you 
didn’t watch it live, catching up on 
a full video version would take some 
internet digging, if you were inter-
ested. You have to wonder why she 
waited until two days before Jeb 
Bush (“Jeb!” in campaign parlance) 
gave his announcement speech at 
the Kendall Campus of Miami Dade 
College on June 15. Nevertheless 
here was the speech she should’ve 
given two months ago and while the 
crowd was wildly enthusiastic on 
Roosevelt Island in New York City 
and the delivery was A+, it had to 
contend with a shoot-out in Dallas, 
TX (which CNN had as an insert 
while Mrs. Clinton was speaking) 
and at best it only held the narrative 
for a day. 

The reason why, at best, you 
only got a short highlight reel was 
that instead of hitting the Sunday 
talk shows and giving the hosts up-
front interviews, which would be a 
natural inclination with most candi-
dates, Mrs. Clinton headed to Iowa to 
talk to the people. It was something 
she had been doing ad-infinitem for 
the last eight weeks or so. You also 
have to wonder if she had stepped up 
her campaign effort when it was an-
nounced that she would have three 
Democrats contesting for the Demo-
cratic Party nomination. But shudda, 
wudda cudda!

Instead it was left to surro-
gates to do the talking and yes, 
they were upbeat and positive, 
and they checked off all the talk-
ing points. So outside of the net-
work correspondents summing 
up her speech—which is the last 
thing you need—where they used 
words like “refurbish” and “renew” 
her campaign—Mrs. Clinton got 5 
minutes, whereas Jeb Bush’s cam-
paign released a little video and 
his upcoming campaign got 10-15 
minutes. 

As much as I like Mrs. Clinton, 
a presidential campaign isn’t about 
being seen doing the minimal. My 

gut reaction is that I have never re-
ally seen someone who wanted to be 
president less. This is not so much 
Mrs. Clinton’s problem as it is with 
the Hillary Campaign, this thing 
that is the entity. It needs to be out 
there beating the bushes, building 
momentum, but it hasn’t happened 
yet. The enthusiasm is sporadic 
rather than a flow, and that matters 
when you need to be making a head-
line.  

You don’t win presidencies this 
way, not ours at least. Candidate 
Obama (nor his political operatives) 
wouldn’t have let this happen; and 
while she’s not Mr Obama—nor do I 
expect her to be—her campaign has 
got to grab more oxygen in the nar-
rative because her opponents are 
aiming to get as much as they can, 
along with the number one presence 
in politics, the President, sucking it 
up. Out of all the oxygen grabbers, 
who can relegate her candidacy to 
item number three or lower on the 
nightly news, it’s Mr Obama. The 
moment the President speaks—
which is getting to be a daily oc-
currence at the moment—he holds 
the audience; the indications are he 
isn’t about to dial it down. 

Case in point: I get ten emails 
from either Obama or his White 
House posse every day, seven days a 
week about policy issues, the evil of 
the Koch brothers or the latest GOP 
travesty. From the Clinton cam-
paign one email, if I’m lucky, per 
day. Also I still have not received a 
twitter or email from her campaign 
linking to her speech, either vid-
eo or transcript, so I don’t have to 
hunt for the pearls. It’s been several 
weeks already. 

Mrs. Clinton can be at her 
pace—that really is OK—but the 
campaign has to be setting the nar-
rative agenda. That’s not happen-
ing. The campaign sounds slow and 
cumbersome and very tired. Unless 
something clicks, and soon, she will 
fall behind the other Democrats. 
There are indications that momen-
tum on her trust issues haven’t shift-
ed. The Hillary Campaign needs to 
do something to shift into high gear 
or lose.

The Hillary speech: Break-
fast of champions & the four 
fights

That said, I thought her speech 
was very good, not great, but I’ll take 
what I can get. There was something 
in it for every Democrat. It was reas-
suring and that was good, but did it 
grab independents? My gut feeling is 
pretty clear but I’ll save that for now. 

The theme, which was spelled 
out midway through Mrs. Clinton’s 
speech, was “I want to be . . . your 
champion.” 

Best line was a quote from her 
mother: “I can still hear her say-
ing: ‘Life’s not about what happens 
to you, it’s about what you do with 
what happens to you—so get back 
out there.’”

Mrs. Clinton made the prom-
ise of things to come. “In the coming 
weeks, I’ll propose specific policies to:

“Reward businesses who invest 
in long term value rather than the 
quick buck—because that leads to 
higher growth for the economy, high-
er wages for workers, and yes, bigger 
profits, everybody will have a better 
time.

“I will rewrite the tax code so it 
rewards hard work and investments 
here at home, not quick trades or 
stashing profits overseas.

“I will give new incentives to 

The Washington Beat
Chaos and confusion; the 
GOP’s control of Congress
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companies that give their employees 
a fair share of the profits their hard 
work earns.

“We will unleash a new gen-
eration of entrepreneurs and small 
business owners by providing tax re-
lief, cutting red tape, and making it 
easier to get a small business loan.

“We will restore America to the 
cutting edge of innovation, science, 
and research by increasing both pub-
lic and private investments.

“And we will make America the 
clean energy superpower of the 21st 
century.

“Developing renewable pow-
er—wind, solar, advanced biofuels 
. . . building cleaner power plants, 
smarter electric grids, greener build-
ings . . . using additional fees and 
royalties from fossil fuel extraction 
to protect the environment . . .

“And ease the transition for 
distressed communities to a more 
diverse and sustainable economic 
future from coal country to Indian 
country, from small towns in the 
Mississippi delta to the Rio Grande 
Valley to our inner cities, we have to 
help our fellow Americans.

In summary, “With that same 
spirit, together, we can win these 
four fights. We can build an economy 
where hard work is rewarded. We 
can strengthen our families. We can 
defend our country and increase our 
opportunities all over the world. And 
we can renew the promise of our de-
mocracy.” 

At time of writing, there is no 
polling I’ve seen, as yet, as to wheth-
er Mrs. Clinton received an up-tick 
in the polls from the speech. 

GOP race becomes the Cir-
cus Maximus

You just have to know that 
when former Governor Jeb Bush 
(R-FL) announced his run for his 
party’s nomination, which also in 
the scheme of things was a pretty 
nice centrist speech, Donald Trump 
would come in and stomp all over 
Jeb! and steal his thunder. Jeb! an-
nounced on Tuesday, June 12 and 
the Donald blathered his declara-
tion one day later on Wednesday, 
June 13. 

Well if that doesn’t set the cat 
among the pigeons, it’s hard to imag-
ine what will? 

The Donald already gave a lot 
of grist to the mill. For example, on 
immigration, Trump said, “Mexi-
cans! I love Mexicans, they’re great! 
I have so many friends . . .” but it’s 
predominantly criminals, including 
“rapists,” who make it over the bor-
der illegally, he said, before pledging 
to build a fence on the border that 
will be “so good.” Also declaring that 
Bill Clinton was his favorite presi-
dent out of the last four. 

The bet is amongst the pun-
ditry is that the Donald doesn’t 
make it past the first Republican 
debate set for September 16, but 
they could be wrong because he has 
$8,747,540,000 to hear him tell it . 
. . on paper (Forbes Magazine says 
it’s more like $4.1bn). Does it mat-
ter that the Donald thinks he can 
buy the nomination? Not really be-
cause money don’t buy you love nor 
elections although people still try. It 
didn’t help Ross Perot in 1988; Mitt 
Romney tried it in 2012 and he’s not 
doing this year. 

But wait! No we have Senator 
Lindsay Graham (R-SC). Before the 
Donald announced Graham had us 
wondering why on earth he would 
want to have a shot at the prize. 
Always the second fiddle to Sena-

tor John McCain’s (R-AZ) trum-
peting on foreign policy attacks on 
the Obama Administration, Mr. 
Graham is a sort of a Tweedledum 
straight out of Alice in Wonderland 
when it comes to Syria, Iraq, ISIS 
and Iran. He announced on June 1, 
and good taste forbids me to won-
der out aloud is he or isn’t he? It 
wouldn’t matter if he was but his 
campaign (?) is busy showing him 
out in woods walking around with 
a shotgun hunting ducks/geese or 
whatever. Apparently he’s a good 
shot and very manly. Uh-huh. 

At least he showed up the next 
day at Mother Emanuel Church af-
ter the racist shooting on June 18 
where nine people died at the hands 
of the gunman. (see that story be-
low). 

Bringing up the rear is former 
New York Governor George Pataki 
who announced May 28, former 
Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA) on 
May 27 and former Texas Governor 
Rick Perry on June 4. 

Governor Pataki did three 
terms as Governor of the Empire 
State and while you can do good in 
Albany, you live in the shadow of 
the Mayor of the Big Apple, who-
ever that is, be it Rudy Giuliani or 
Michael Bloomberg. The governor 
didn’t get a lot of airtime when 911 
occurred and it was Rudy Giuliani 
who got the credit in handling the 
potential for panic in the aftermath 
of the attack. So Pataki doesn’t re-
ally have much of a chance in 2016. 

That said, neither does homo-
phobic Senator Rick Santorum have 
much of a chance at winning the 
nomination. Generally insensitive 
on social issues of all kinds that 
don’t include prayer breakfasts, the 
Senator lost his re-election race in 
2006. Over the last few years the 
Senator has been trying to sound 
like a GOP commentator on issues 
on Sunday talk programs, but other 
than that his visibility is low and 
uninteresting. Really a long, long 
shot.

Lastly for this month, Rick Per-
ry’s announcement was pretty anti-
climatic. Attempting to sound intel-
ligent trying to get over his oops! 
moment in the presidential race in 
2012 (he tried to name three depart-
ments he would shut down if elected, 
naming two, but forgetting the third) 
and hoping nobody will remember 
his “Texas should secede” comment 
in his early days as Governor of the 
Lone State State. Yep, those were 
days best forgotten. Unfortunately 
some of us still remember. Yawn. 
One time aiming to be a two-time 
loser.

Heeere comes Bernie!
The only candidate to make a 

move upwards in the polls over the 
last four weeks is Senator Bernie 
Sanders (D-VT) who has moved from 
single digits a month ago when he 
announced to around 30-35% (de-
pending on which poll you go by) 
in June. What looked like a long 
shot now has Senator Sanders look-
ing to be a serious contender who 
could give Mrs Clinton a strong run. 
Frankly, Democrats are looking for a 
good shot in the arm., and Senator 
Sanders is getting bigger, younger, 
more enthusiastic crowds than Mrs. 
Clinton.

The other Democratic can-
didates

Former Governor of Rhode Is-
land Lincoln Chafee announced on 
June 3, and current Governor of Mar-
yland Martin O’Malley announced 

on May 30. Governor Chafee served 
as US Senator from RI 1999-2007 
and was remarkable for the impres-
sion he didn’t leave while Governor 
O’Malley served as Mayor of Balti-
more 1999-2007. June wasn’t a good 
month for the city of Baltimore given 
police shootings and black protests, 
so Mr O’Malley has a lot on his plate. 

Both candidates were surprise 
entries into the Democratic race, and 
how they alter Mrs. Clinton’s percep-
tion as heir apparent to the presi-
dential nomination will play out in 
coming months. 

Charleston, SC
When the President speaks 

about an issue from his bully pulpit 
it gets reported here. The terrible 
shooting of nine parishioners at the 
historical Emanuel AME Church in 
Charleston on June 17 was about 
race and hatred. As Jon Stewart re-
flected on The Daily Show on June 
18, it was a black and white issue. 

The accused shooter, Dylann 
Roof, was 21 years old and came to 
the church with the express pur-
pose of killing people of color. Yet the 
mainstream media tries to bury it as 
another hate crime to distract that 
it was racist in motive. Yes, it was a 
hate crime, but it was a racist hate 
crime and that requires the very 
high profile the President gave it. As 
much as we thought race had been 
dealt with when the Civil Rights Act 
became the law of the land in 1964, 
the undertones of racism still exist 
in many quarters of society today. 
We have come so far but not so far as 
we thought we had.

In his remarks, President 
Obama said, “At some point, we as a 
country will have to reckon with the 
fact that this type of mass violence 
does not happen in other advanced 
countries. It doesn’t happen in other 
places with this kind of frequency. 
And it is in our power to do some-
thing about it.

“I say that recognizing the 
politics in this town foreclose a lot 
of those avenues right now. But 
it would be wrong for us not to ac-
knowledge it. And at some point it’s 
going to be important for the Ameri-
can people to come to grips with it, 
and for us to be able to shift how we 
think about the issue of gun violence 
collectively.”

The National Rifle Associa-
tion Board member Charles Cotton 
announced it was the Pastor of the 
church, Clementa Pinckney, who 
was also a South Carolina Senator, 
was to blame for inciting because 
he had voted against a law allowing 
gun owners to carry concealed weap-
ons without permits.

“Eight of his church members 
who might be alive if he had express-
ly allowed members to carry hand-
guns in church are dead,” Mr Cotton 
said. “Innocent people died because 
of his position on a political issue.”

Yemen—where is it again? 
Part III

Three months now have passed 
since Saudi Arabia has been bomb-
ing the Houthi positions in Northern 
Yemen and in the capital of Sana’a, 
and nothing has changed. The 
Houthi are smarter and better fight-
ers than the Saudis and as it turns 
out are better politicians. No sur-
prise. Saudi princes are not known 
for their political savvy.

Houthi know when they are 
on a good thing, and so in the third 
week of June the UN organised a 
meeting of interested parties in the 
Yemen “conflict” in Geneva. It was 

the second attempt at such a meet-
ing and it ended up being bust. 

This came as no surprise as ex-
iled President Abd-Rabbu Mansour 
Hadi, who has been holing up in lux-
ury quarters in the Saudi capital of 
Riyadh, announced that he wouldn’t 
meet with the Houthi delegation un-
der any circumstances, even though 
they had agreed to come and ac-
tually turned up. So this meeting 
ended up with the western powers 
that have interests in Yemen talking 
among themselves, while the Houthi 
never emerged from their hotel and 
ordered room service. 

Worse, the Houthi started at-
tacking Saudi Arabia over a south-
ern border and occupying a major 
city, driving out the Saudi army in 
an embarrassing retreat.

The question now being mooted 
is what the Saudi’s end game was 
before they decided to invade? An-
swer was that they didn’t have one. 
Now they’re stuck and if it weren’t 
for us resupplying them they would 
have given up the ghost weeks ago, 
taking their toys and going home. 

However the bombing contin-
ues of civilian sites in Sana’a and 
other places where they imagine 
the Houthi have their stockpiles of 
weapons. They haven’t guessed ter-
ribly well so far. 

Worse, the Houthi aren’t about 
to come to the negotiation table or 
comply with Saudi and US demands 
that they return to their provinces 
in the north and vacate the capital 
of Sana’a and all their gains in the 
south. Worse still, the Houthi actual-
ly are pretty adept at this game, and 
one year after they occupied the cap-
ital they are administering the city 
under constant bombardment and 
handling the day-to-day matters.

Cuba watch
The State Department took 

Cuba off the list of States Sponsor-
ing Terrorism on June 1 with nary 
a murmur from the Congress. The 
Congress had the option to raise the 
matter for debate in May but in the 
end chose not to. In return Cuba has 
eased restrictions on private enter-
prise starting up in Havana. So it is 
likely we will establish formal dip-
lomatic relations at the ambassado-
rial level with Cuba sometime this 
month. 

Already tourism from the US 
is on the rise. People are travel-
ling under the 12 regulatory levels, 
which the State Department is us-
ing to get around trade sanctions 
which can only be lifted by an act 
of Congress. That still may be a 
while in coming, although it’s not as 
far off as it looked only a couple of 
months ago. 

John Stewart finishes the 
Daily Show

Possibly other than Stephen 
Colbert nobody captured the hearts 
and minds of people who wanted 
something more than the spin nar-
ratives of night news and Sunday 
talk shows about American life. Four 
nights a week he won the respect of 
viewers for telling like he saw it, like 
it is, like it was. Jon Stewart gave 
the news a breath of sanity, fresh air 
with a sense of irony that captured 
the absurdity of the important and 
the self-indulgent, seeing the truth 
of it, which made it funny. The show 
is over this month and it will be 
missed. Best of luck to wherever his 
life takes him.

Happy July 4th to all, and the 
beat goes on.
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Flooding
continued from page 1

(OEM) contacts Tanara, offering 
assistance and beginning what is 
to be a daily phone conference of 
emergency facilitators from the 
region. He is a “rock” according to 
Tanara. Osborn works for Gover-
nor Hickenlooper, who has a high 
sensitivity to flooding issues in 
the state. This outreach brings a 
significant influx of assistance, for 
now there are daily teleconferences 
including participants from Divi-
sion of Water resources, National 
Weather Service, Saguache Pub-
lic Health, County Commission-
ers, County OEM, Forest Service, 
Sheriff ’s Office, Department of Lo-
cal Affairs, Saguache County Land 
Use, Alamosa County, and more. 
Daily check-ins provide updates 
on flooding drainages throughout 
the county, ideas, suggestions and 
support for the Crestone concerns. 
Anyone who thinks Crestone is an 
isolated community in the middle 
of nowhere can look to the reality 
of the joint cooperation of so many 
agencies and people. The Town 
Board of Trustees, understand-
ing that the high water will last 
for at least another week, adopts a 
resolution declaring an emergency, 
which will allow the Town to access 
their emergency (TABOR) funds of 
$11,941.00. 

June 6: It’s the peak of the 
snow melt. Akia receives a call 
from Osborn at 1:30pm warning 
that a large storm cell is heading 
north of the creek and may drop 
a significant amount of rain. Cul-
verts throughout town are at full 
capacity, with minor drainages 
overflowing. The high volume of 
water coming down the creek is 
compounded by all the debris in 
and near the creek, including fall-
en trees and branches from the 
heavy snowfall on Mother’s Day. 
Removing debris from culverts at 
the Alder Street Bridge becomes a 
priority as the volume of flow in-
creases during the afternoon and 
evening; many community mem-
bers, including volunteer emer-
gency services personnel, as-
sist in removing debris. Dan 
Wheeler, a volunteer from 
Search and Rescue serves as 
Incident Commander, and con-
tinues in this role until the 
high water event is concluded. 
The North Crestone Creek 
Campground is evacuated and 
closed about 9:30pm. Pictures 
on Facebook showed campsite 
#13 inundated. Phase II of the 
spillway diversion plan is im-
plemented. Folks in low-lying 
areas are warned of a possible 
need for evacuation. At 9:45pm 
Crestone Creek peaked at 418 
cfs—eight times the historic 
average! 

June 8: With estimate 
costs for mitigation of high wa-
ter issues expected to exceed 
emergency reserves, the Town 
Board adopts a resolution de-
claring a disaster and imple-
ments an emergency plan. The 
threshold for declaring a dis-
aster in Saguache County is 
$21, 744, and there are many 
reports of flooding issues else-
where in the county. If flooding 
damages in the state exceed 
$7,091,166, the Governor can 

request that the President de-
clare a disaster in Colorado; the 
President would then request that 
FEMA release emergency funding 
to the affected counties. 

June 10: Another day of high 
temperatures and heavy snow 
melt; added to this is the threat of 
flash flooding. Alamosa County de-
livers 1000 filled sandbags, a dump 
truck of sand for filling more sand 
bags, and an additional dump truck 
of sand with the attachment for fill-
ing sandbags is left in town. Phase 
III of spillway is implemented. The 
creek peaks at 404 cfs; however, as 
the majority of debris has already 
been cleared above the culverts 
on Alder Street, the culverts han-
dle the flow easily, and flooding 
concerns lessen. The anticipated 
heavy rains do not come.

June 15: After monitoring re-
duced creek flows for several days, 
County Emergency Manager Jim 
Felmlee conferred with Wheeler 
and Tanara, and in the morning 
teleconference announced that the 
town was officially “standing down” 
from this event. Akia reports that 
working with this regional group 
of emergency managers was a real 
pleasure; everyone was focused on 
solving problems, and there was no 
posturing; “they were an awesome 
team to work with.”

The National Weather Service 
had issued a flood watch for all of the 
San Luis Valley and its surrounding 
mountains, and indeed Crestone 
was not alone. Conejos lost a bridge. 
Cemetery Road in Saguache was 
washed out. People along water-
ways, other creeks, and drainages 
faced rising water. Several homes 
outside of the town were threat-
ened with imminent flooding. Ron 
Garcia, Refuge Manager of Baca 
National Wildlife Refuge emailed:  
“We’ve been swimming!  Figurative-
ly and literally.  We’ve gotten into 
our new office and immediately it 
was threatened by flood water when 
a tree lodged in the creek and sent 
the water out of its banks just up-
stream.  They had to scramble and 
put in an emergency berm to re-
route the water.  It worked. Another 
disaster averted.”

POA maintenance men Bob Prather & Shawn 
Hollmer divert water at this muddy entrance 
to the Baca Park.  Cottonwood Creek in the 
Baca also saw flooding into roads and yards.  
This year’s large amount of precipitation, 
combined with the recent warm temperatures 
that quickly produced a ton of snowmelt on 
the mountains, caused the creeks to overflow 
onto the roads.                  photo by Lori Nagel The creek overflowing its banks in Crestone by the footbridge to the Community Center.  

                  photo by M. Diane Bairstow

Mark Potter on the edge of the creek staging rocks to divert water from N. Crestone 
Creek (left) into the spillway under the bridge (right) above town by the N. Crestone 
Creek campground.                         photo by Akia Tanara

The size of the boulders moved by Mark Potter was astonishing.       photo by Akia Tanara

Joe Michalek (leaning over) and Jim Holmer clear debris from the culvert/bridge on Alder 
Street in Crestone, with Mark Talbot belaying Joe.  High water eventually reached the 
top of the culverts.   photo by Lu Sherer

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


by Mary Lowers
As James McCalpin tells us 

in Crestone: Gateway to Higher 
Realms, “the San Luis Valley (SLV) 
is the driest part of Colorado de-
spite its high elevation it aver-
ages only seven to eight inches of 
precipitation yearly.” The Valley is 
classified as a high desert arid cli-
mate where precipitation increases 
with elevation. As with many areas 
along the range, the Crestone/Baca 
area has five “gaining streams” 
which gain flow as they travel 
down into the lower valley from 
water flowing into the main stream 
via tributaries and from ground 
water seeping up into the channel 
walls. Snowmelt is a large source 
of water, and this happens mostly 
in May and June. This spring and 
early summer water feeds mead-
ows and wetlands.

In wet years like this one peo-
ple even here in the desert worry 
about flooding. Water rises as the 
snowmelt and swollen streams fill 
the wetlands. New lakes and ponds 
form overnight and many years 
the water covers county roads. Be-
fore modern irrigation, you could 
often row in a flat-bottom boat 
between Moffat and Center in the 
spring. According to the National 
Center for Atmospheric Research’s 
weather and climate assessment 
program, the 22 most damaging 
floods recorded in Colorado (statis-
tics go from 1860s to today) have 
cost the state $4,486,577 in dam-

ages and cost 352 known lives. The 
worst flood was up Big Thompson 
Canyon in Larimer County in 1976 
where 144 lives were lost.

Records show that 1911 saw 
southwestern Colorado cut off 
from the rest of the state by flood-
ing, and little Crestone was part of 
that flood year. At that time the 250 
residents of the town, few of whom 
had wells, got their household wa-
ter from North Crestone Creek 
and ditches that ran off the creek. 
Building close to the creek made 
sense. But as Gladys Sisemore says 
in Loadin’, Drillin’ and Firing, “The 
quiet little stream running through 
town, that had brought comfort to 
so many people down through the 
years, went on a rampage.”

It was late in the year for 
flooding, October 6 & 7, 1911, when 
the town was swept away on North 
Crestone Creek’s rising wake. Wa-
ter ran through town primarily 
along Cedar St. It ran several feet 
deep from 2am Thursday until Fri-
day evening. Gladys Sisemore de-
scribes the storm: “The rain grew 
louder through the night, the roar 
of high water, boulders crashing 
down the creek, wood splintering 
as houses were washed off their 
foundations and tumbled down 
the creek. Trees were uprooted 
and animals screamed in terror.” 
Hauled out of their beds, townsfolk 
worked frantically. They filled and 
toted sandbags, hoping to divert 
the wild torrent’s flow. It did not 

help. Water washed through some 
homes and sent others on a wild 
ride down the creek. Many lost 
everything—furnishings, clothing, 
livestock and food.

There was miraculously only 
one life lost in the 1911 Crestone 
flood. A boy, Dexter Baxter, was 
riding on a horse with his father 
trying to cross the rising creek. 
The horse stumbled, throwing both 

Dexter and his father into the high 
rushing water. The father was able 
to grab onto some tree roots and 
saved himself but was unable to 
save his son. Dexter’s body was 
found the next day above the train 
depot, wedged in a pile of drift-
wood. He was buried in the Cre-
stone Cemetery.

Three local men, Gus Myers, 
Dr. Davis and Charles Walrath 
were injured during the storm 
when they were struck on the head 
by a falling tree limb at the George 
Reed home, one of the houses 
washed away in the flood. 

When the waters began to re-
cede Crestone was a mess, a disas-
ter! Gladys Sisemore writes, “Bro-
ken homes, uprooted trees, piles of 
rocks and debris where the creek 
had run before, it had washed out 
and made a new channel during 
the night.” If you walk along North 
Crestone Creek and look carefully 
you can still identify evidence of 
the wild waters of 1911 and where 
the creek’s course changed.

After the flood, the Town of 
Crestone Board petitioned the US 
Forest Service for a land easement 
to allow for the construction of a 
dam and conduit at the mouth of 
North Crestone Creek as it leaves 
the canyon and flows toward town. 
It took until May of 1916 for the 
easement to be granted. This right 
of way allowed the spillway up 
North Crestone, so instrumental 
in managing high water this past 
month, to be constructed.
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Historic floods  
in the high desert &  
the Crestone flood of 1911

The roaring flash flood of 1911 devasted many areas in the town of Crestone. North Crestone Creek carved itself a new creekbed and 
didn’t seem to notice if homes were in the way.  historical file photo

A river of water on Galena Avenue during the 1911 flood.  
 photo from In The Shadow of The Mountain, A History of Crestone, Coloraodo by Paul Sherer 
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What’s happening in the 
sky?

July 1: The month starts out 
with Venus and Jupiter really close 
to each other, low in the western 
sky. Follow them as they move apart 
during the month.

July 14: Mark your calendar. 
The New Horizons space craft pass-
es Pluto. 6-7:15pm—NASA TV pro-
gram.

The New Horizons spacecraft 
will send a preprogrammed signal 
after the close approach. The mis-
sion team on Earth should receive 
the signal at about 7:02pm when 
New Horizons “phones home.”

Venus has been approaching 
Regulus in Leo since the start of the 
month; tonight it comes closest.

July 18: Just after sunset you 
should be able to see Venus Jupiter, 
Regulus, and the slender crescent 
moon close to each other. 

July 22-23: The first quarter 
moon is close to the bright star Spica 
to the right on the 22nd and to the 
upper left on the next night.

July 25: The moon is close to 
Saturn.

July 30: Meteor shower of the 
Delta Aquariid; a bright moon will 
interfere with the fainter meteors. 

July 31: The second full moon 
of the month: a Blue Moon! 

Hello Earth, can you hear 
me?

The European Space Agency 
says its comet lander, Philae, has 
woken up and contacted Earth. 
Philae, the first spacecraft to land 
on a comet, was dropped on to the 
surface of Comet 67P by its mother-

ship, Roset-
ta, last No-
vember. But it bounced once and 
bounced again, landing in the shade 
of a cliff. No sunlight was a killer. It 
worked for 60 hours before its solar-
powered battery ran flat. The comet 
has since moved nearer to the Sun 
and sunlight has reached Philae to 
work again. 

The lander tweeted the mes-
sage, “Hello Earth! Can you hear 
me?” Now, it appears as though 
Philae has been awake for a little 
while, but had been unable to con-
tact Earth until now.

Philae contacted Earth, via Ro-
setta, for 85 seconds on Saturday in 
the first contact since going into hi-
bernation in November. Philae is do-
ing very well. It’s been a long seven 
months. There are happy people on 
planet Earth. 

The plan is to start with the 
least risky experiments, such as 
using instruments to “sniff ” the 
atmosphere of the comet to deter-
mine its chemical content. The most 
ambitious goal will be to rotate the 
lander in order to give its drill access 
to the ground. There was an attempt 
to use the drill when the lander first 
touched down on 12 November 2014, 
but it was too far from the surface of 
the comet to reach the surface, be-
cause it became wedged against a 
cliff partially on its side. It is hoped 
that by getting Philae to rotated it-
self and change its position the drill 
can be brought closer and collect 
samples of comet material directly 
from beneath the surface. This is po-
tentially extremely interesting be-
cause this kind of cometary material 
could have brought the conditions 
for life to the surface of the earth.

One huge problem is the gas 
and dust that is now streaming from 
the comet as its surface is being 
heated by the increasingly intense 
sunlight it is encountering. The Ro-
setta “mother ship” is lying a safe 
distance away, but to receive mes-
sages from Philae it will need to ma-
neuver closer to the comet. The last 
time is was close in April, it was like 
driving a car through a heavy snow 
storm. The sensors on the space 
craft keep its antennas aligned with 
Earth using detectors sensing stars. 
The detectors were confused by the 
bright particles and contact with 
Rosetta was briefly lost. The plans 
are now for Rosetta to make several 

dives in toward the comet to retrieve 
data from Philae. Wish them luck!

July 14 is Pluto Day
On June 14, a month before 

July’s encounter, a 45-second thrust-
er burst refined New Horizons’ tra-
jectory toward Pluto, targeting the 
optimal aim point some 7,750 miles 
above Pluto’s surface. 

 Telemetry indicated that the 
maneuver performed as planned, 
reaching Earth through NASA’s 
Deep Space Network at 6:23am 
EDT. The spacecraft was nearly 
2.95 billion miles from home, and 
radio transmissions traveling at the 
speed of light took 4.5 hours to reach 
Earth. 

The New Horizons team will 
continue to analyze spacecraft navi-
gation and tracking data with an 
eye on June 24, which would be the 
next opportunity for them to adjust 
course. New Horizons is now less 
than 22 million miles from the Pluto 
system, or less than 100 times as 
far from Pluto as the moon is from 
Earth. The spacecraft is healthy and 
all systems are operating normally. 

Because the close approach 
will take the spacecraft inside the 
orbits of all five of Pluto’s known 
moons, the orbits of those moons 

needed to be known accurately. A 
collision with a moon would be dis-
astrous. The recent observations 
have detected all five known moons, 
and have found no rings or hazards 
of any kind.

 “Every day we break a new 
distance record to Pluto, and every 
day our data get better,” says mis-
sion Principal Investigator Alan 
Stern of the Southwest Research In-
stitute, Boulder, Colorado. “Nothing 
like this kind of frontier, outer solar 
system exploration has happened 
since Voyager 2 was at Neptune way 
back in 1989.” 

Alan Stern is not giving up on 
his belief that Pluto still deserves to 
be a planet. “If it looks like a duck, 
swims like a duck, and quacks like 
a duck, then it’s probably a duck,” 
jokes Alan Stern, principal investi-
gator for the New Horizons mission. 
To him Pluto looks like a planet. The 
spacecraft will take the first ever 
close-range photos and scientific 
readings of the former planet, re-
vealing continents, mountain rang-
es, frozen oceans, even ice volcanoes. 
Who knows right now? It could pro-
vide the evidence that could return 
Pluto to the ranks of planets.

Artist’s impression of Pluto, Charon, and the very distant Sun. 
 European Southern Observatory

Gas streaming from comet 67P as it 
moves toward the sun. 
 European Space Agency
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Crestone Energy Fair August 27-30 this year
by Donovan Spitzman
The 26th Annual Crestone 

Energy Fair’s theme this year, 
“One Planet, Many Technologies”, 
draws upon the multi-faceted and 
comprehensive approach required 
for a regenerative future.  This 
year we’ll focus our attention to-
wards an integrated approach to 
biodiesel/fuel production via SEED 
Park International (http://seed-
park.org).

In support of this year’s 
theme, the Energy Fair is 
proud to partner with the 
Collective Bio-Diesel Conference 
(collectivebiodieselconference.org) 
for a dynamic weekend of education 

and demonstrations. 
The Collective Bio-Diesel 

Conference
The Collective Biodiesel Con-

ference is geared toward active 
and open collaboration among par-
ticipants, including home brewers, 
grease collectors, multi-million 
gallon producers, and everyone 
in between. The conference is de-
signed to provide sufficient detail 
for participants to put what they 
learn, both technical and logistical, 
directly into action. In addition to 
open forums and lectures, the con-
ference also features case studies 
from active biodiesel co-ops and 
companies. 

We have developed an incred-
ible curriculum for the weekend.  
The Collective Bio-Diesel Confer-
ence will begin a day ahead of the 
Energy Fair events.  As the week-
end progresses the two groups will 
become intertwined through edu-
cation, inspiration and ideologies. 

The Collective Bio-Diesel 
Conference will host a welcome 
symposium on Thursday August 27 
and run through mid-day Sunday 
the 30th.  Friday will be dedicated 
to the art of bio-diesel production.  
Saturday will bring tours of com-
mercial facilities accompanied by 
an afternoon of academic support.  
Sunday morning will be the conclu-
sion of the conference.  

We will be covering all areas 
of bio-diesel production, site man-
agement and industry dynam-
ics throughout the weekend.  The 
classroom-style educational expe-
rience, enhanced by guided tours, 
will generate a very comprehensive 
view of the bio-diesel industry sup-

ported by the SEED Park poten-
tial.  For a detailed agenda visit our 
webpage at ScSEED.org under the 
Energy Fair tab or our Facebook 
page at Crestone Energy Fair.

Regenerative building & 
Lifestyle practices

The Energy Fair portion of the 
weekend will continue to focus on 
regenerative building and lifestyle 
practices. This year’s format has 
evolved into an expansion of our 
renowned Home Tour.  We’ll start 
the day by touring properties that 
demonstrate various regenerative 
living and design components.  The 
afternoon will be spent delving 
deeper into the academics of those 
concepts.  

Energy Fair Home Tours
Saturday morning the Home 

Tour will focus on homes under con-
struction, followed in the afternoon 
by demonstrations of building sys-
tem including straw bale, rammed 
earth tires, earth bags, green star 
blox and earthen plaster finishes. 
The regenerative energy and dem-
onstrations area will have exam-
ples of photovoltaic, solar thermal, 
hydro-electric, biodiesel, biomass 
gasification, anaerobic digestion, 
hydrogen, wind, electric cars and 
algae growing.  Sunday morning, 
the Home Tour will focus on com-
pleted structures.  The afternoon 
lecture series will focus on both en-
ergy and design solutions.

This year is must-attend for 
those interested in sustainable 
and regenerative living practices.  
Our goal is to attract people from 
all over the world, and encourage 
dialogue between experts, novices, 
and practitioners of all different 
back-grounds and skill sets.  

For up-to-date info, visit our 
webpage at ScSEED.org under the 
Energy Fair tab or our Facebook 
page at Crestone Energy Fair.

Thanks to ScSEED
The Energy Fair would like to 

thank ScSEED (Saguache County 
Sustainable Environment and Eco-
nomic Development), a local non-
profit organization that provides 
us with fiscal sponsorship and ad-
ministrative support; as well as the 
Saguache County Tax and Tourism 
Board for their generous financial 
support. Their support, combined 
with community passion, has al-
lowed this to become the longest 
running sustainability fair in the 
nation.

A unique home on the Energy Fair Home Tour.                              photo by Scott Murrish

For Sale!
T he  E a gle  wa nt s  You !

Your Love of the Valley
Your Vision
Your Ideas
Your Innovations
Your Energy
Your Future!!

Please direct all inquiries to our broker,
Vivia Lawson:  (719) 256-5800  

Please do not contact the Eagle offices.  
All inquiries will be mutually confidential.

After 25 great years, it is time to retire,  and, yes, The Crestone 
Eagle is for sale.  Small town newspapers are important and 
profitable businesses, especially in  towns with a strong sense 
of community.  The Eagle speaks to a place and a lifestyle 
that will continue to attract people no matter how the world 
changes in the future.  This is a singular opportunity to make a 
difference in a community through print and digital media.  We 
need a good steward for the future.  Please call if you think you 
may be the one. 

Vendors display wares in booths at the park at the 2009 Energy Fair.

http://seed-park.org
http://seed-park.org
http://seed-park.org
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From the water tank, Part III
A day in the life of the Baca water team

by Judy DeLuca, board 
member, with JoAnn Slivka (Ad-
min. Services Manager), Sandy 
Skibinski (Billing Specialist), 
Justin DeBon (Operations Man-
ager), Chad Tate (Operator), 
William Welty & Latasha Ruiz 
(Operators in Training)

I arrived at the Baca Water 
and Sanitation office at 8:30am on 
a Tuesday morning to share in the 
daily team meeting and to learn 
how these workers spend their 
days serving the customers of the 
district.  At the meeting, JoAnn 
and Justin led the group in report-
ing action items completed or in 
process from the preceding day and 
discussed what is to be done cur-
rently.  Then it was off to work!

The repair of three manholes 
in the Cottonwood Creek vicinity of 
Virtue Way was the major project 
for this week and I accompanied 
Justin and Latasha to the sec-
ond repair.  These three manholes 
had been taking on ground water, 
thereby causing increased vol-
ume of water going into the Aspen 
Treatment facility, adding pres-
sure and expense to its operation.  
Justin, nationally certified to oper-
ate heavy equipment, worked atop 
the large excavator to dig a hole 
around the manhole and unearth 
the concrete structure to a depth 
of approximately eight feet.  I was 
amazed at the precision with which 
the machine could clear earth and 
rock close to and around critical 
pipes.  Then Justin and Latasha 
cleaned the structure, identified 
areas of corrosion and/or breaches, 
wrapped joints with special wa-
terproofing compound, added con-
crete to reinforce pipes and finally 
refilled the hole.  This same pro-
cess was followed for the other two 
manholes, utilizing the entire four 
operators at this most complex site. 
Doing this project in-house should 
result in considerable savings to 
the district.

Chad shared the monthly me-
ter reading process with me.  What 
once took a drive of 100 miles and 
over 2 days to accomplish is now 
dependent on technology and re-
quires 1-2 hours and a short drive 

(5-10 miles).  Data from each 
household’s water meter is stored 
in a unit (MXU) at the lot line and 
travels via radio waves to a special-
ized laptop computer carried by the 
operator.  Subsequently, the data is 
transferred to a software program 
which converts it to information 
which determines usage and bill-
ing.

I learned that the operators 
in training are following the ex-
perienced team members to learn 
the varied functions involved with 
the distribution of clean water and 
waste water treatment.  As they 
pick up knowledge in the field, 
they are also studying in order to 
seek certifications needed to per-
form independently.  Will, who has 
past experience with engines, has 
been assigned to perform routine 
maintenance on all of the district’s 
vehicles, again an in-house source 
of savings.

When not working on special 
projects, the field team checks and 
maintains the facilities, performs 
lab testing and monitoring, pre-
pares reports for the Colorado De-
partment of Health and Environ-
ment, the US Fish and Wildlife and 
other regulatory agencies.

On Wednesday I interviewed 
JoAnn and Sandy, the administra-
tive team who serve customers, 
consultants, vendors and the field 
team, maintaining order from the 
office to beyond.

JoAnn, as the Admin. Ser-
vices Manager, works closely with 
Justin and the consultant group, 
SDMS, Inc.to track projects, dis-
cuss contracts and local needs.  
With Justin, she processes invoices 
and issues payments and check re-
quests.

On the human resources func-
tion, she handles areas such as em-
ployee relations, payroll and ben-
efits.

All financial information from 
the local systems is sent via com-
puter to the District Accountant.   
Presently, JoAnn is researching, 
with Sandy, alternative payment 
methods for the water/san. custom-
ers, looking at on-line options and 
improving the format of the bills.

Sandy, who serves as the Re-
ceptionist and Billing Specialist, 
fields numerous calls from custom-
ers regarding payment and service 
requests such as property trans-
fers, water hookups and lot consoli-
dations.  She prepares and sends 
monthly bills to approximately 667 
users and follows up on delinquent 
accounts.  Twice each year 1,700 
bills go out to owners of vacant 
lots who are charged for the avail-
ability of service associated with 

those properties.  Sandy tracks 
all of these accounts, coordinating 
with the County regarding prop-
erty transfers, bad addresses, etc.  
Presently, she is studying the me-
ter reports to determine possible 
incorrect data and working to put 
these reports into a comprehensive 
data base.

While it is not possible to tell 
the entire story of this team’s ef-
forts, I hope that we in the commu-
nity can appreciate all that they do. 

Baca water crew repairing “leaky” manhole.

Duchin Drywall & Painting
25 years of Professional Experience

Tod Duchin, Master Drywaller & Painter

(719) 849-0984
53094 County Rd. 55 Saguache, CO 81149

SECURITY
FIRE DETECTION SYSTEMS

Remote Home Control
Closed Circuit TV - Internet Access

303-525-3882
26620 20th Ave. Moffat, CO 81143

azezadenver@gmail.com
Providing Security Services 

to the Valley Since 1996A
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Changes coming to Rio Grande Basin Roundtable next month; 
Interim Water Resources Committee meets in Alamosa August 11

by Bea Ferrigno
The Rio Grande Basin Round-

table (RGRT) will vote next month 
on changes to its bylaws and mem-
bership structure. The new meas-
ures have been under study by the 
recently-formed Executive  Com-
mittee, along with guidelines for 
organizations that seek funding 
from the group and/or the Colo-
rado Water Conservation Board 
(CWCB).  The practice thus far has 
been for grant applications to be 
introduced one month, then  dis-
cussed and decided at the follow-
ing month’s meeting.  If approved 
and statewide funds are required, 
the application is then submitted 
to the CWCB, which makes fund-
ing decisions only twice each year. 
More specific guidance and a rec-
ommendation that organizations 
applying for funding be partici-
pants in RGRT activities are likely 
to be part of the RGRT’s new guide-
lines. In addition, provisions will 
be made for absentee and limited 
proxy voting.  The August meeting 
will be on the 11th, at the confer-
ence room of the San Luis Valley 
Water Conservancy District, 623 
Fourth Street, Alamosa, beginning 
at 2pm. These meetings are always 
open to the public.

RG basin & statewide wa-
ter plans

The  RGRT is not only a fund-
ing agency, its charter includes 
extensive educational and plan-
ning activities as well. For the 

past year many volunteer hours 
have been devoted to developing 
the Rio Grande Basin Implemen-
tation Plan (RGBIP) as part of the 
statewide water plan and to pub-
lic meetings to gather local input.  
Members of the RGRT presented 
the RGBIP at a recent meeting of 
the CWCB in Sterling; the pow-
erpoint was viewed at the RGRT 
meeting and a handsome booklet 
describing the RGBIP was dis-
tributed.  Another round of public 
meetings on the draft statewide 
plan began this month.  The In-
terim Water Resources Committee 
will meet in Alamosa on August 10 
from 6 to 8pm (location tba),  spe-
cifically to hear comments on the 
statewide plan.

A project to examine the Up-
per Rio Grande between its head-
waters and South Fork was intro-
duced.  Similar to a 2001 study of 
the river between South Fork and 
the Alamosa/Conejos county line, 
it will provide a “comprehensive 
assessment . . . of riparian and up-
land ecosystem function, habitat 
condition, water quality, and recre-
ation use.” The proposal meets sev-
eral goals identified in the RGBIP; 
it will be presented in full for a vote 
at the July 14 meeting.

Division 3 Engineer Craig 
Cotten reported that despite recent 
rains that were 300% of average 
in May, most valley streams are 
not expected to reach average flow 
levels. The Rio Grande, however, 

reached 6000 cfs in early June, well 
above the average peak of 4000 cfs.

Steve Vandiver noted that 
subdistrict 1 has submitted chang-
es to its annual replacement plan 
to court; subdistrict 2 (the alluvial 
area between Alamosa and Del 
Norte) is expected to submit its 
plan to court within the next month 
or two; and groups are working on 
forming subdistricts 3 and 4 in 
the Conejos and Alamosa-La Jara 
areas.  Other subdistricts are still 
waiting for response functions from 
the State Engineer.  In subdistrict 
1, pumping is down, more land is 
in the CREP program, and cover 
crops are doing well.  The aquifer 
recovered some 70,000 acre feet in 
2014 and another 30-40,000 acre 
feet during the winter.  Thanks to 

the rain, pumping was way down 
in May and early June; Vandiver 
expected to see a rebound in the 
aquifer by this month.

And again, thanks to the re-
cent rains, Richard Roberts, hy-
drologist at the Closed Basin Pro-
ject, wrote us about San Luis Lake 
on June 9 that “Thanks to an ex-
ceptionally wet spring, Sand Creek 
is now flowing into the Lake at well 
above average flow. Although it is 
highly unlikely the lake will com-
pletely fill to capacity (about 10 ft 
maximum depth), it is now looking 
like a couple feet of depth rather 
than a few inches. That depth 
should not completely evaporate 
until late summer/fall and possibly 
carry over to next spring.” 

Whether you are daydreaming about a backyard to hang out in or taking a much 
needed road trip, let Aventa Credit Union help make your dreams come true. 

Aventa offers auto loans with competitive rates and terms. Plus we offer mortgage 
products to fit your needs.

 Make your summer something to remember. Apply today 
by visiting our Crestone branch located at 110 E. Silver Ave. ,

visiting aventa.com or by calling at 800.555.6665.

Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Opportunity Lender. Membership qualifications apply.

Are you Summer Dreamin’?

aventa.com

Custom home by Lee Mitchell on 1.56 acres on Willow Creek greenbelt. 1650 
square feet.  Great room, 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, study, sunroom. Cempo exterior 

walls (R32) with stucco finish. Concrete barrel style tile roof. European exterior  
rolling shutters on windows. Corian counter tops. Ceramic tile floors

with in-floor radiant heating. Double car attached heated garage.
Xeriscaped yard with drip system.

$359,900  

Listed by Home Savings Realty   719-588-4369

HOUSE FOR SALE    1474 E. Badger Rd. (Baca in Chalet 1)
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121  E. Galena Ave, Crestone Colorado 
www.crestonerealty.com 

Shirley Motz 719.937.1691 

Top Producer 2013 

Top 1000 Trends Journal Realtors 

Dara Blumenhein 
303.709.3995 

Your Friend in Real Estate 

$475,000 Owner Financing. 
Established B&B retreat 
business. Property features 
main house, 2BD, exquisite 
master suit. Attached apart-
ment and meditation yurt. 
699777 

$420,000 41 pristine acres in 
the Grants. A great retreat 
property. Solar system, new 
batteries. 3550 sq ft with 
home and meeting/retreat 
building. Creek runs through 
property. 703497 

$330,000 Amazing contem-
porary home on 1 acre with 
separate 1BD apartment 
above the detached garage. 
Kitchen features all the 
modern amenities. 701128 

REDUCED TO $298,000! 
Unique property with 2 units 
and office space, 3BD 
2¾BA, full sauna, 33’ grow 
dome, orchard. Borders 
greenbelt & Cottonwood 
Creek. 699764 

$269,500 Just north of town, 
5 acres with North Crestone 
Creek running through it! 
Secluded 960 sq ft home. 
About 200 feet of creek. 
681507 

$249,500 Large home on 
7+acres in the Grants, tons 
of charm! Built in 1998, 
2552 sq ft with additional 
guest cottage, out-buildings. 
Off-grid for self-
sustainability. 699783 

$245,000 Cozy, energy-
efficient straw bale home on 
2.5 acres near Cottonwood 
Creek & greenbelt. Elegant 
feel, 2-car oversized carport 
with workshop area. 700945 

$239,000 2BD 2BA, spa-
cious straw bale home. Radi-
ant heat and a wood burning 
stove. Amazing views off 
decks and patio. Creak me-
anders through the property! 
699757 

$229,000 5BD  3¾ BA with 
additional room off Master 
suite. Kitchen has plenty of 
cabinet space. Attached 2-
car garage.           699746 

$215,000 This home has 40 
acres with an artesian well. 
The lovely home has 3BD 
and 3 BA. Horse set-up, 
equipment barn and fenced 
pastures. 699756 

$199.900 New construction, 
2BD 1½BA. Backs to green-
belt & creek. Passive solar, 
year-round warm earth mass 
floor. Custom kitchen with 
maple cabinets. Bathroom 
has a garden tub. 699761 

$199,000 Secluded beautiful 
home on 40 acres. Com-
pletely off-grid with top-of-
the-line solar system. 2BD, 
office, formal dining room, 
nice outbuildings. 360° 
views. 700012 

$198,000 Perfect retirement 
home! Santa Fe-style home 
on 1acre. Detached 1 car 
garage, garden area, beauti-
ful kitchen, tile floors, wood 
stove, radiant heat, large 
porch. 2BD 1BA. 703882 

$195,000 Superbly con-
structed monolithic dome, R
-60 energy efficiency. Ex-
tremely  fire and element-
resistant structure. 5BD 
2BA. Has large Quonset for 
multiple uses. 699782 

$189,500 Cozy 3BD 2BA 
1500 sq ft beautifully situat-
ed Victorian Ross Chapin 
cottage. ETS & baseboard 
heat. High ceilings, sky 
lights & fenced-in back yard. 
699770 

$198,000 3BD 2BA home 
with a larger Master in the 
upstairs loft. Amazing views 
from porch. Kitchen features 
built-in range oven, refriger-
ator, and dishwasher. 
699742 

$189,000 2 high-quality 
cabins. Built in 2002 as 
show cabins, secluded with-
in the town. Amazing interi-
or! 1BD 1BA main cabin, 
288sq.ft. guest cabin. 
699742 

SOLD 

$179,500 Recently remod-
eled, bright, spacious, cozy 
duplex with private patios 
5BD 3BA. Conveniently 
located on the edge of town. 
Close to Charter School & 
grocery store. 699772 

$179,500 3BD 2BA 1434 sq 
ft cute Victorian Ross Cha-
pin cottage home. ETS & 
baseboard heat. High ceil-
ings, skylights, private bal-
cony with amazing views. 
Convenient to town. 699771 

$179,000 Creek-side home! 
Large fireplace, spacious 
kitchen, deck with hot tub, 
views of the mountains. 
Great vacation home!  1BD, 
2 loft rooms, 1BA, adjoining 
room downstairs. 699746 

$165,000  Great 5.25 acres 
for horses and dogs. Backs 
to Willow Creek greenbelt 
for trail riding. Thoughtfully 
built straw bale 3BD 2BA 
home. Solar hot water. 
699780 

P R I C E  R E D U C E D !
$164,800 Walking distance 
to Dharma Ocean Institute. 
High up on the mountain 
with amazing panoramic 
views. 2BD 1½BA , office. 
699803 

$149,500 Great getaway 
home near Cottonwood 
Creek. Builder’s own home, 
great room with vaulted 
ceilings, quality craftsman-
ship; loft could be  guest 
area. 699734 

$150,000 Nestled in be-
tween the town of Crestone 
& Chalets I. 2 floors, 2BD, 2 
BA, bright, spacious living 
room with high ceilings, 
private balcony and patio. 
699773 

$147,000 Beautiful Baca 
Meadows Town Home. 2 
floors, 2BD 2BA, spacious 
living room with high ceil-
ings, private balcony & patio 
areas. Convenient to town. 
699781 

$139,000 A great buy! This 
ranch-style home has 3BD, 
2BA, lots of light. Detached 
garage with workshop area, 
grow home for year-round 
growing. On a very private 
cul-de-sac. 703303 

$37,500 PRICE REDUCED! 
Nice open floor plan, spa-
cious kitchen, separate din-
ing room. Wood burning 
stove in living room. Com-
munity fishing pond and 
clubhouse! 699737 

This fully equipped commer-
cial restaurant in downtown 
Crestone is for lease! Call 
today for details! Great loca-
tion, great opportunities! 

719-256-4444 

FEATURED LAND LISTINGS 
Please stop by the office for the brochure of the full lot list! 

$159,000 Surrounded by 
trees, spacious 3BD 2BA, 
1817sq ft.  LR, DR, large 
family room with fireplace 
opens to rear deck & views. 
Master Suite has 5 piece 
bath. 2 car garage. 705185 

4318 Serene Court: on cul-de-sac, baking to miles of National Forest $10,000 
2862 & 2863 Carefree: adjoining lots with expansive mountain views, near paved 
 road. Priced to sell at only $2,000 each. 
163 Moonlight & 164 Canyon Overlook: close to park, trails and creek $7,000 

3821C Virtue Way: near Cottonwood Creek, very private, prime lots.  
 Consolidated. $24,000 
 

102, 103 & 104 Wagon Wheel: Owner financing available! 11.6 acres $29,000 

1437 N. Whispering Winds Trail: nice size lot, beautiful views! $4,600 

2057 Condor Overlook: on a cul-de-sac with panoramic views $5,000 

1133C Homestead Road: two consolidated lots in the Grants, all the way at the 
 end of the Baca. Quiet, off-grid, near the swimming hole. Only $4,000! 

$32,000 Great price in Ca-
sita Park! Walking distance 
to library, golf & tennis 
courts. Great retirement 
home. Stucco finish, sweep-
ing views of the mountains. 
Sold as-is. 699736 

$79,000 Nice 3BD 1BA 
starter on retirement home. 
Wood stove, garage, metal 
roof. Situated on 6 lots with 
expansive mountain views & 
garden space, on shared well. 
FHA, VA or USDA 705685 

$211,000 Large home on 
greenbelt and Willow Creek. 
Remodeled in 2014; sits 
back on lot with lots of trees 
for privacy. Nicely appoint-
ed, this home has been a 
vacation rental with good 
income history. 705548 

SOLD! 

SOLD! 

$134,000 Energy-&-self-
sufficient  homestead. New 
wood siding & metal roof. 
2BD 2 BA. Solar, grid back-
up, greenhouse, 2-car garage, 
root cellar, garden, chicken 
coop, water storage tank, 
storage sheds. 706055 

$130,000 Just reduced for 
quick sale! Large 2176sq ft 
home on over 2 acres, ad-
joining creek & greenbelt! 
Very spacious open floor 
plan, 3BD 3BA. 360 degree 
views. 706319 

REDUCED TO $254,000 
1.5 story 2BD 1.75BA, tile 
& wood floors w/radiant 
heat. Amazing ambience, 
sunroom, fenced yard, steam 
shower. Private cul-de-sac, 
high on the mountain! 

SOLD 

UNDER CONTRACT 

$733,000 Very unique Feng 
Shui retreat built on 4 acres 
with earth changes in mind. 
3 sep living spaces, off-grid. 
Beautiful stone & tile 
throughout. Meditation Kiva 
w/stained glass.  

UNDER CONTRACT 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestonerealty.com
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by Ed Lyell
America gained world eco-

nomic leadership after WWII for 
several reasons. It was easy to 
be the world’s top manufacturing 
country since we had blown up 
our industrial competitor nations 
in Europe and Japan. Yet the ac-
cess to quality education for all 
was our long-term dominant com-
petitive edge. We were providing 
every child quality elementary 
and secondary education and free 
college education to all returning 
veterans. 

This created a generation of 
high quality engineers, business 
leaders, innovators, entrepreneurs 
and others who built the world’s 
best economy. The taxpayer paid 
all of the bills for K12 and high-
er education. User fees were very 
low. We invested in our young peo-
ple and they gave us a great re-
turn on that investment by grow-
ing our national economy, creating 
the biggest and best middle class 
in history. 

Prior to WWII university was 
only for the already wealthy elite 
although state universities had 
been expanding since the Civil 
War. After WWII state universities 
grew quickly, providing good edu-
cation for an increasingly econom-
ically diverse student body. Com-
munity colleges were primarily 
locally funded and trained a work 
force in the trades to build our in-
frastructure of roads, bridges, and 
homes for the masses. 

Yet over the last 50 years we 
have devolved back to universities 
being primarily for the wealthy 
since the majority of universities 

have diminishing funding from 
the general taxpayer. Colorado col-
leges in 1975 received 25% of the 
state general fund revenue. Now 
it is under 8%. Meanwhile col-
leges kept increasing their costs, 
shifting the funding burden to the 
student through tuition and fees. 
From 2000 to 2012, federal per-
student spending increased by 
32%, while state spending dropped 
by 37%. Tuition and fees went up 
by several hundred percent. 

The wealthy have been effec-
tive in lowering their state taxes 
in every state, especially in Colo-
rado and California. I received a 
great education in the 1960s from 
San Francisco State University 
and only paid $47 (inflation adjust 
$478) a semester in tuition. Books 
were even less and my wife, son 
and I lived in university-provided 
subsidized housing. This permit-
ted me to rise up through many 
economic levels and have a great 
life. As the first in my family to 
complete elementary school it is 
hard to imagine anyone in similar 
circumstances today having the 
same opportunity that enhanced 
my life. 

Today’s students are being 
exploited in a manner similar to 
working class homeowners in the 
early 2000s whereby since 1970 
the powerful and wealthy gave 
workers high interest loans to 
purchase homes, but no wage in-
creases to afford them long-term. 
That fraudulent banking industry 
made billions for their executives 
and investors while destroying 
families and the world’s economy. 
The housing bubble is now the stu-

dent loan bubble. Similar to the 
housing bubble these same bank-
ers and wealthy owners are cut-
ting tax support for higher educa-
tion, forcing students and families 
to go into debt for something that 
used to be tax-supported. Banks 
did learn from their exploitative 
housing bubble that some families 
would use bankruptcy to get out 
from under the fraudulent loan. 
Thus student borrowers cannot 
even use bankruptcy to get out of 
their student loan debt. 

Universities have been com-
plicit in this exploitation of the 
middle class. Instead of using 
technology to transform learning 
to be more productive, colleges 
raised their costs for the same 
product. Students would not be 
able to keep paying for the in-
creased cost so the colleges helped 
the student take on more debt for 
what may be a lesser product. All 
too many classrooms have been 
using the same production meth-
od since the 1920s. Is there any 
other industry that has stayed 
the same? If a surgeon in the 

1920s had fallen into deep sleep 
during a procedure and woke up 
today he would not even be able 
to recognize the surgery room. 
Small incisions permit cameras 
and cutting tools to be used and 
the surgery is far more effective 
with modern technology. Yet if the 
teacher fell asleep in class in the 
1920s and awoke in the classroom 
he would pick up the marker, not 
chalk, and say “as I was saying” 
and go on in the class with no real 
change other than a white board 
instead of a blackboard. 

So higher education is no 
longer the driving engine of qual-
ity workforce development and 
economic opportunity. For many it 
is as exploitative as the fraudulent 
housing loans that destroyed mil-
lions of lives while enriching the 
few. We are now starting to cal-
culate and report a Return on In-
vestment (ROI) to show students 
about different colleges and ma-
jors. We know that millions of stu-
dents who started college but did 
not finish have been left in worse 
shape than if they had not tried. 
Leaving students in debt with no 
new marketable skills makes their 
life even worse. 

Ed Lyell, PhD is Professor of 
Business and Economics at Adams 
State University, ehlyell@adams.
edu.

In Search of Economic Reality

The golden goose of economic prosperity is being killed

 

Will match or beat 
any competitor’s 

written price.

 
THE VALLEY’S HOME FOR THE

SOAPSTONE STOVE

May 28 - July 11

20% OFF RETAIL*
(*All in stock stoves or new, when using 10% sale 

& Tax credit on ordered stoves)
Go to www.recovery.gov for details

CONTACT NATHAN
256-4768

www.shangrilahstove.com
nathan@ shangrilahstove.com

Hearthstone products are built to bring 
many years of service to you and your 

family and are backed by the manufacturer, 
guaranteed to be free of defects.  

 STOVE LLC

Moffat Family
Health Center

545 Moffat Way
in Moffat

Please call for an
appointment

719-589-3658
vwhs.org

WOODMAN DESIGN
Time to 
   • remodel the bath?
   • add another bedroom?
   • make a landscape plan?
   • plan your dream home?

    Home design in the 
    Moffat/Crestone/Baca 
    area for 25 years; 
    local references.

    Janet Woodman
    719-937-3767 
    woodmandesign@fairpoint.net

Healthy beef
raised in a responsible 

organic pasture
Available for sale

Contact Amber Felmlee

303-886-9436

C R A Z Y  H E I F E R  R A N C H

http://www.recovery.gov
http://www.shangrilahstove.com
mailto:woodmandesign@fairpoint.net
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Dear EarthTalk: How does the 
Rocky Mountain Institute think we 
can get off of oil and coal by 2050 
and save money in the process?

 — James Greenville, 
Redding, CT

Colorado-based sustainability 
think-tank Rocky Mountain Insti-
tute (RMI) was founded in 1982 
by American physicist and envi-
ronmentalist Amory Lovins to re-
search and promote market-based 
solutions to our energy crisis with-
out breaking the bank. The group 
is focusing efforts on transforming 

domestic and eventually global en-
ergy use to create a clean, prosper-
ous and secure energy future by 
mid-century.

“We can eliminate our addic-
tion to oil and coal by 2050 and use 
one-third less natural gas while 
switching to efficient use and re-
newable supply,” says Lovins, add-

ing that doing so could actually 
cost less and support a more ro-
bust economy than continuing with 
business-as-usual: “Moreover, this 
transition needs no new inventions 
and no acts of Congress and no new 
federal taxes, mandate subsidies or 
laws . . .”

To get there, Lovins acknowl-
edges that we have to start think-
ing differently now. RMI is ad-
vocating cutting U.S. electricity 
consumption by 18% over the next 
10 years while almost doubling re-
newable energy’s share of genera-
tion from 16-30%.

Few would argue with the cost 
savings and environmental benefits 
of such a plan—implementation is 
the challenge. According to Lovins, 
we already have the technologies to 
help foster a rapid evolution of our 
electricity system, but we still need 
the political and institutional will 
to make it happen. RMI has begun 
a dialogue with utilities and other 
entities to align incentives and cre-
ate more opportunities for electric-

ity users to contribute clean power 
to the grid themselves through 
technologies like rooftop solar pow-
er.

One key feature of RMI’s plan 
is rate structures that reflect the 
true benefits and costs of moving 
to more distributed (small scale/de-
centralized) energy resources. The 
group is working with utilities to 
launch six “Electricity Innovation 
Labs” nationally as well as a “Solar 
Development Excellence Center” to 
highlight the feasibility of distrib-
uted renewables.

RMI also wants to simplify 
commercial photovoltaic financ-
ing, incorporate renewables into 
real estate finance and make so-
lar financing affordable to under-
served markets. RMI also wants 
to make large buildings much 
more energy efficient, and aims 
to make a billion square feet of 
commercial space 35% more ef-
ficient by 2025 through so-called 
“deep energy” retrofits, including 
the adoption of more renewables. 
RMI is targeting four of the larg-
est, most influential segments 
of the buildings market—major 
companies, the General Services 
Administration, the Department 
of Defense and “activist” cities 
(those already on the green cut-
ting edge)—for major energy ret-
rofits, and is working to persuade 
private investors to consider over-
all impact and long-term costs, 
not just short term gains.

Another major part of RMI’s 
plan is to work with large metro 
regions with upwards of 10 mil-
lion residents, and with university 
campuses, to make major efficiency 
gains. Other keys to getting us off 
oil and coal by 2050 include trans-
forming how we design and use ve-
hicles, and getting Fortune 500 cor-
porations to rejigger their energy 
supply chains to facilitate procure-
ment of more renewable energy. 
Beyond the U.S., RMI is working 
along similar lines with China and 
other large developing countries to 
help them avoid some of the energy 
development missteps undertaken 
here at home.

Amory Lovins of the Colorado-based 
sustainability think-tank Rocky Mountain 
Institute (RMI).  photo credit TED

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Open 10am-10pm,  Lap Swim 9am-10am,  Closed Thursdays
Phone:    719-378-2807
Address :1991 Co.  Rd.  63 ,  Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

The Greenhouse is open daily 10am-10pm, now serving wine & beer

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854
phone: (303) 415-1618

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

has it ALL--in one place!

719-539-7085
944 East Hwy 50, Salida

Across from Town & Country Auto
www.salidapakmail.com

SHIPPING      PACKING
DRY CLEANING

OFFICE SUPPLIESGREETING CARDS
COPYING    FAXING

SHREDDING
SCANNING

LAMINATING
MAILBOX RENTALS
FREIGHT SHIPPING

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.s
mailto:michael@architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.architecturalharmonics.com
http://www.salidapakmail.com
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New Listings 

Baca Townhome #16 - $179,000
A lovely 3BD/3BA/sunroom 1622sf 
one story townhouse located close 
to N. Crestone Creek walking path & 
convenient to town. Great for full 
time homeowner or can be as rental. 
Excellent separation of master suite 
and guest bedrooms.     

 

263C Moonlight Way - $159,000
Built in 2014, this 1532sf newer 
construction offers 3BD/1BA w/
potential for 2nd bath. Set back from 
road on 1.042 acres w/beautiful 
trees, lots of privacy. Open living/
dining/kitchen area w/hardwood 
floors. Immaculate. ETS heat.    

Commercial Property

46 Camino Baca Grande - $257,000
Six-Unit professional center. 2 story 
structure is ~2600 sf. and 
conveniently located near the 
entrance to the Baca on a nicely 
treed 1.05 acre lot - plenty of 
parking.     

Historic Hotel

Willow Springs (Moffat) - NOW 
$299,000
Fully restored former historic Forbes 
Hotel. 9bd/3BA 3600sf; detached 
22x24 studio, 500ft artesian well. 
Great business potential for B&B, 
hotel /retreat center.      

 Town of Crestone

332 E. Mica Ave - $449,000
Spectacular Strawbale 3BR/2BA/
Office custom home w/ enormous 
chef’s kitchen, on North Crestone 
Creek. Lush, grassy yard & trees. 
Detached 950sf barn could be great 
as enclosed yoga/art studio!    

 Baca Meadows

Baca Meadows Townhome #10  
$189,000 Exquisite town house 
completely remodeled in 2008. 
1480sf 2-story 2BD/2BA features 
redesigned kitchen & bathrooms, 
updated heat & lighting systems, 
beautiful patio. Must see!   

 Baca Grande - Chalets

2795CR Brook Terrace - $499,500
The castle tucked away on a private 
cul-de-sac on 2.765 wooded acres. 3 
level stone & stucco with views to the 
sky. Artistic with quality & attention to 
detail. A must see home!    

 Income Potential Private Professional Building

WAS 349,000

Reduced! Was $499,000 

Creekside in Crestone!

 

 

Private

Enchanted Castle

SOLD! 

397 N Chaparral Way - $209,000
Lee Mitchell Home, 1410sf, 3 bd, 2 
ba, 2-story stucco home has 
magnificent mountain and valley 
views. Gorgeous Master Suite on 
entire 2nd floor. Private suite is 
complete w/ large closets, ma bath. 

275 W. Iron Ave - $189,000
2 high-quality 1BR/1BA cabins, built 
in 2012, in a secluded area of the 
Town of Crestone. Both contain 
Amish hand crafted timber frame 
trusses, hickory hardwood flooring, 
structural insulated roof panels with 
tongue & groove white pine ceilings.   

 

995C Pinon Rd - $165,000
Light-filled, recently remodeled 
1BD/1BA 1204sf home on 4.03ac 
includes 8x13 retreat cabin & 13x8 
toolshed. Set up for horses w/10x12 
loafing shed & hay barn. Exquisite 
mtn views w/lots of privacy. Well.    

 

315 E. Iron Ave - $150,000
Built in 1951-2,400sf log home on a 
full city block (12 lots) is ready for 
your TLC. Well permit allows 
irrigation of 1/2 acre & watering of 
domestic animals. Land can be 
divided into 3 additional building 
sites   

36 Camino Baca Grande - $98,000
This lovely chalet style home with 
soaring windows and high ceilings has 
3bd/1.75ba, a loft sitting area and 
attached sunroom. Wood fireplace, 
Toyostove heater.  

New Listings 

705 Rendezvous Way - $255,000
Add your finishing touches to this 
large 2923sf one story stucco home. 
Fully livable w/ETS & woodstove 
heat, a completed kitchen and 
bathrooms. Large great room offers 
lots of space. 2 car garage w/ two 
story enclosed unfinished space.     

  

1867C Rockyview Way - $229,000
3BD/2BA 1520sf New Construction 
by Paul Koppana, energy efficient 
design. Active solar hot water sys 
thru radiant floor grid + domestic hot 
water. Very insulated, triple pane 
windows & heat recovery ventilation, 
airtight construction.      

REDUCED! Was $219,000

 A Special Home   

Was $115,000

Private New Construction: Paul Koppana

Baca Grande - Chalets

1967 Rockyview Way - $465,000
Luxurious 3BD/2.75BA/Office/3-car 
Garage 2953sf home sits on 2.374 
acres & has a 2-room upstairs 
Master Suite. Beautifully landscaped 
courtyards & gardens with custom 
fence & deck.    

  

786C Panorama Way - $419,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies 2428sf 
home with fabulous gardens sits on 
2.14 acres w 2-car garage/studio. 
Exquisite - Must See!   

 

1275C Bear Grass Way - $399,000
Unique, 2-story 2BD/2BA 
2040sf+loft hexagon energy efficient 
Rastra home up high in Ch1, 
adjacent to greenbelt on ~2 acres. 
In-floor radiant heat, passive-solar, 
woodstove.  352sf guest house. 
Gorgeous, must-see home!     

340C Palomino Way - $389,000
Immaculate 1820sf, 2-story, 
3BD/2BA home on 1.79 acres, medi-
tation gardens w/rock lined 
pathways & patios. Solar h/w, 
woodstove & solarium. Detached 
double garage w/396sf studio space 
w/full bath, possible kitchen.     

4262C Serene Way - $299,900 
Immaculate 2500sf 5BD/2.75BA 
3-level home on .98 acres. Custom 
finishes, fire resistant, energy 
efficient, magnificent views, 
extensive patios. Private. Good 
retreat home.  

557 & 560 Panorama Way- $299,000
This spacious 7BD/3BA home has 
functioned as a B&B - fantastic for 
owner occupied &/or retreat space. 
Amazing 360 views, nearby creek w/
cottonwood & aspen trees. A 
must-see property.    

22 Alpine OL - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 
2232sf home close to town.  
Screened porch & wrap deck.  
Gracious Living with exceptional 
views!    

 Indoor Exercise Pool

REDUCED! Was $495,000

Was $459,000

Guest House  Garage + Studio Was $349,000

Silver Star B&B

3615CR Splendid Terrace - $275,000
1938sf 3BD/2.5BA, meticulous, 
Southwestern style home with 
arched windows & doorways sits on 
1.719 acres.  400sf detached Casita 
Apt w/kitchenette & full bath.     

3919 Cordial Way - $275,000
Two story, 3BD/2.5BA  ~2400 sf home 
has a walled courtyard & 4 intimate 
decks w/ great views. Southwest style 
home gracefully adorned with fine 
details and finishes.    

1540C Willow Creek Way - $269,000
3BD/2.5BA 1946sf classic 
farmhouse, 1.3 acres, backs to 
greenbelt & w/ 2 screened porches 
& southern deck. Separate log-cabin 
studio, w/steam-shower bathroom, 
kitchenette, and covered porch.    

149 Moonlight Way - $259,000
Beautiful 3bd/2ba 2118sf home w/ 2 
living areas - extensively updated & 
immaculate condition. Cathedral 
ceilings & a wall of glass w/ great 
views. Adjoins greenbelt & creek. Great 
space for entertaining! 

207C Foothill OL - $259,000
2-story 3BD/2.5BA/Study stucco 
home with a 2-car attached carport 
is non-toxic with Bioshield paints & 
oil finishes, Bamboo floors & natural 
pine ceilings. Spacious Master Suite 
w/Jacuzzi tub, separate shower, 
porcelain tiles & marble counter.    

909C Brookview Way - $240,000
Home on 1.12 acres w/ spectacular 
views at top of Baca waiting for the 
right person to complete the vision. 
2324sf & designed with 3bd/2ba. 
Separate 576sf guest house w/kitch.   

1216C Chaparral Way - $235,000
Custom built 2005-Teahen home, 
1710sf 2-story, 3bd/2.5b home on 
1.132 acres is immaculate! Great 
kitchen, master suite w/ elegant 
master bath. Upstairs sitting room, 
bonus room and balcony.      

  Guest House

A lovely sanctuary

WAS $299,000 Detached Studio

WAS $279,000

Non-Toxic 

 MILLION $ VIEWS!

Reduced! Was $299,000  WAS $245,000

 

 

4454C Ridgecrest Way - $229,000
Beautiful custom 2-story, 
3BD/2.5BA/Office on 1.508 acres 
backs to Cottonwood Creek grnblt. 
Master Ste w/attached sun room & 
meditation room. Energy-efficient 
quality construction.  

 

2145 Indian Well Way - $209,000
This 2BD/1BA is a new construction 
w/huge windows & rooftop deck for 
gorgeous views. Aspen panel ceiling 
in Great Room, Stainless kitchen 
appliances w/granite tile & butcher 
block countertops. Soak tub w/
separate shower.    

 

3356C Camino Del Rey - $199,900
2 story, 1981sf,  2bd/1.75ba home w/
passive solar sunroom - great views on 
.864 acres .  Master suite w/clawfoot 
tub, pine floors, pellet stove. Propane 
heat, great appliances.   

333 Palomino Way - $199,000
Built in 2011, this 2-story 1685sf 
home offers 3BD/Study/2.5BA in a 
very functional floorplan.  Passive 
solar, fire-resistant siding, carport, 
spacious kitchen with concrete 
countertops,    

1447 Chaparral Way - $189,000
This 1440sf 2bd/2ba home is a 
complete remodel with bamboo 
flooring, Jenn-Air stainless appliances, 
maple cabinets, granite countertops, 
travertine bathrooms, master bath soak 
tub. Adjacent lot available.    

 

3949C Cheerful Way - $189,000
Built by Terry Anderson in 2002, 
1110sf, 2-story 2BD/1.75BA/carport 
on .699 acres. Balcony w/
outstanding views, diamond 
plastered walls, soak tub. Private 
location w/ trees. Retreat home, 
private getaway, full time residence.    

 

635C Panorama Way - $179,900
This 1504sf 3BD/2BA home sits on 
1.013 acres & has an open, flowing 
floorplan w/lots of windows for 
natural light.  Hardwood floors, 
custom made cabinets, screened 
porch,  honeycomb window blinds.    

 Great Reduction! Was $259,000

 New Construction WAS $210,000 Easy Access

Reduced! - Was $212,000

Private   One-Story

  

3705 Carefree Way - $179,000
This 1874sf 3BD/1.75BA home was 
built in 1995 as a passive solar 
home. Very spacious w/detached 
2-car garage & greenhouse. Also 
includes the upper adj lot to protect 
mtn views.     

3704 Carefree Way - $169,000
Immaculate like new 3 
bd/1.75ba,1316sf home has wood 
floors,stucco privacy wall, single car 
garage, beautiful views of the 
mountains.  

  

2167 Indian Well Way - $169,000
This adorable 3BD/1BA cabin was 
built in 2001 & sits in a great location 
on a wooded lot. The lovely deck, 
wood floors, woodstove, storm 
doors, outdoor swing, mtn views and 
storage shed complete this 
charming home.    

  

3376 Genial Way - $169,000
Tri-level 3BD/1.75BA home, lovely 
screened porch w/trex deck off living 
room. Lots of windows in the living 
space, offering amazing views, lots 
of light, and passive solar. ETS heat.     

  

1573C Kings Hill OL - $159,000
Light & bright 3bd/2ba, 1480sf, 1.5 
level stucco with large south facing 
windows and view deck on .84 acres. 
Easy access off paved road. Hot water 
baseboard heat/passive solar. New roof.    

 

3732C Cordial Way - $159,000
Private & unique hexagonal 2 bd, 1.75 
ba home on 1.36 treed acres. Separate 
384sf. building incl.  heated & finished 
office & workshop/storage area. Great 
views, wrap around deck.    

 

1221 Chaparral Way - $149,000
This lovely one owner 2BD/1BA 
1008sf Terrapin home has hot water 
baseboard heat, Vermont casting 
wood stove, stucco exterior & beauti-
ful views. Landscaped, fenced yard 
& off the road for privacy. Near 
Pundarika retreat property.     

Space/Garage/Greenhouse

WAS $195,000

Cabin in the Woods Was $179,000

Great Screened Porch!

Was $169,000

 

Was $169,000

Separate Office/Workshop  Near Pundarika

 Baca Grande - Grants

499C Willow Trail - $349,000
A unique & rare find! ~3900sf with 
4bd/3ba/office/sunroom + attached 
greenhouse. 20+ acres. Tall trees. 
Private, long cul de sac & backs to 
Conservation Easement, offering 
extreme privacy. Well water.   

  

56 Wagon Wheel Road - $295,500
Luxurious  ~1800sf 2BD/2BA 
southwest-style ranch home built in 
2002.  2-car garage w/studio. Large 
windows in great room w/stone 
fireplace & amazing views. 4.6 
acres, well & septic.    

  

765CRR Heatherbrae Rd - $295,000
Off-Grid - Exquisite, custom 2- story 
traditional home located on 11.94 acres 
offering amazing views and lots of 
privacy.  Bonus attached garage with an 
upstairs studio apartment. Solar electric 
& well water.    

 

937C Spanish Creek Trail - $229,000
This lovely 3BD/2BA+Office home 
sits on 6.775ac & backs to the Span-
ish Creek Greenbelt. Built in 2007, 
this 1680sf home has wood floors, a 
woodstove, 2 flagstone patios & 
boasts amazing mtn views.     

1564 Wagon Wheel Road - $229,000
A 2,192sf beautiful single level ranch 
style home built in 1997 on 1.66 acres. 
3bd/2ba, great room, living room & 2 
car attached garage. Well and septic. 
Great value!   

 

1175 Golden Eagle Tr - $185,500
2BD/2BA 1196sf Ranch-style home 
on 2.15 acres, built in 2006. Cozy 
luxury in the Grants. Mstr suite has 
tremendous views, full bath, walk-in 
closet, patio & garden. ETS heat. Well 
& septic    

 

600 Heatherbrae Road - $185,000
Off-Grid - Beautiful 1240sf 
2BD/1.5BA home on 2.61 acres, 
borders Conservation Easement. 
220sf enclosed passive solar porch, 
105sf shower & deck, 528sf deck & 
8’x12’ storage room. Well & septic.     

Grants in Trees

20 + acres!

Fantastic Great Room!

11.94 Acres + Garage/Apt!

Reduced! Was $355,000 6.775ac on Creek Greenbelt! Was $249,000 Soak Tub with Views Off-Grid

darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

 719.256.4198   www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
Darlene  
Yarbrough 

Owner/Broker

JULY 2015 Listings

SOLD!

UNDER CONTRACT 

UNDER CONTRACT 

UNDER CONTRACT 

UNDER CONTRACT 

http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
I got some bees this spring. 

My fruit trees bloomed like mad, 
but there were very few pollina-
tors, so I had to do something. 
I’ve had bees before, and I love 
watching them. They struggle 
here, though. Last year, I got a 3 
lb. package, but they didn’t make 
it. This year I got a 5 lb. package. 
So far it looks good. 

But having bees has made 
me even more aware of the news 
about the decline in bee popula-
tions. A couple of months ago 
when I read a news item about 
the possible addiction of bees to 
neonicotinoid pesticides, I needed 
to learn more. 

Neo-nics are a class of pesti-
cides introduced in the 1980s and 
90s. New versions come out every 
few years. Most are made by Bay-
er Chemical Co. as Bayer Crop-
Science.  According to an article 
in Texas A&M Agrilife Extension, 

“Insects in the City”, Neonicoti-
noids are a new class of insecti-
cides chemically related to nico-
tine. The name literally means 
“new nicotine-like insecticides”.  
Like nicotine, the neonicotinoids 
act on certain kinds of receptors 
in the nerve synapse.  They are 
much more toxic to invertebrates, 
like insects, than they are to 
mammals, birds and other higher 
organisms. 

Generally the neo-nics are 
used as a seed treatment that 
then enters the plant as a system-
ic pesticide, providing a toxic en-
vironment to any insect that tries 
to chew on the plant over the next 
few months.  

These systemic pesticides 
are currently used on about 29% 
of food crops worldwide. In the 
U.S. the percentage is consider-
ably higher. One estimate is that 
if all U.S. crops treated with neo-
nics were concentrated in one 

area, it would be as 
large as the states of 
California and Or-
egon combined.  

Further down 
in the article, how-
ever, we read, “Ini-
tially neonicotinoids 
were praised for 
their low-toxicity 
to many beneficial 
insects, including 
bees; however re-
cently this claim 
has come into ques-
tion. New research 
points to potential 
toxicity to bees and 

other beneficial 
insects through 
low level con-
tamination of 
nectar and pol-
len with neo-
nicotinoid in-
secticides used 
in agriculture. 
Although these 
low level ex-
posures do not 
normally kill 
bees directly, 
they may im-
pact some bees’ 
ability to forage 
for nectar, learn 
and remember 
where flowers 
are located, and 
possibly impair 
their ability to 
find their way 
home to the 
nest or hive.” 

In Europe, 
however, there 
have been in-
cidents where 
major bee-kills 
have occurred. 
According to The Guardian, May 
23, 2008, “Germany has banned 
a family of pesticides that are 
blamed for the deaths of millions 
of honeybees.” “The move follows 
reports from German beekeepers 
in the Baden-Württemberg region 
that two thirds of their bees died 
earlier this month following the 
application of a pesticide called 
clothianidin.”

The latest research was done 
in England, and in an article in 
the journal Nature, published 
on Earth Day, (April 22, 2015) a 
group of scientists tells us that 
given free choice between a field 
of flowers without neo-nics, and 
one with them, the bees choose 
the neonicotinoid-treated plants 
to gather nectar. “Our data indi-

cate that bees cannot taste neo-
nicotinoids and are not repelled 
by them. Instead, bees preferred 
solutions containing Imidacloprid 
(IMD) or thiamethoxam (TMX), 
even though the consumption of 
these pesticides caused them to 
eat less food overall. 

This work shows that bees 
cannot control their exposure to 
neonicotinoids in food and implies 
that treating flowering crops with 
IMD and TMX presents a size-
able hazard to foraging bees.” The 
list of neo-nic chemicals includes 
Imidacloprid, Acetamiprid, Clo-
thianidin, Dinotefuran, Imida-
cloprid, Nitenpyram, Thiocloprid, 
Thiamethoxam. Brand names are 
different, so look at the ingredient 
list to avoid these.  

Aphids are showing up with 
the warmer weather, and some of 
these chemicals are recommended 
for aphids. Since they can be used 
as a systemic pesticide, neo-nics 
can be appealing for these com-
mon garden pests.  However, the 
neo-nics can also be applied to fo-
liage, where they are particular-
ly deadly to bees, as well as our 
friends, the ladybugs and lace-
wings. 

Although I sometimes spray 
with a soap and neem oil-based 
spray, I have lately been watching 
the arrival of the lady bugs. They 
are showing up and laying eggs 
just on time to get the epidemic 
under control. Yesterday, I saw 
two lacewings feasting on aphids 
on a plum branch, with a cluster 
of their eggs laid close by.  I love 
how nature makes adjustments if 
we give her a chance.

256-4252

 Garden Guru
Where have all the bees gone?

Ladybug.

Lacewing

20 Years Experience Building 
       in the San Luis Valley 

Design-Build 
Construction & Renovation

(719) 239-4111
ShaneCaverly@gmail.com

Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured

Shane Caverly

Carrie Caverly 
 Design Studio

Sustainable|Healthy|Energy Efficient
Commercial|Residential

New Construction|Renovations

303.885.8665|carriecaverly@gmail.com
website|carriecaverly.wordpress.com

Crestone Mountain 
Builders llc   

Architectural & Interior Design

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:carriecaverly@gmail.com
mailto:ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
http://www.kenskoglund.more
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by Dorje Root
This species of Clematis 

grows as a vine climbing all over 
trees, bushes and fence posts.  
With cream colored flowers (oth-
er species have purple flowers), 
it’s quite distinctive when bloom-
ing in the summer, and also in 
the fall when the stamens grow 
into long, silky plumes making 
the whole plant look like a furry 
covering on trees and fences (Old 
Man’s Beard).  The woody stems 
can grow upwards of 20’.

Medicinally, Clematis is 
used for classic migraines (the 
type preceded by an “aura”) and 
cluster headaches.  It has an in-
teresting combination of vasocon-
stricting and vasodilating quali-
ties that make it ideal for that 
use. Headaches from low blood 
pressure, food allergies, hypogly-
cemia, and TMJ have also been 
said to benefit from Clematis.   
However this plant has been con-
sidered to be somewhat toxic and 
it is recommended that it only be 
used by advanced herbal prac-
titioners.  It is in the Buttercup 
(Ranunculaceae) family, which 
does have many toxic members. 

Even though this plant may 
be too intense for common use, 
the flower essence is certainly 
safe for anyone.  Clematis is one 
of the original Bach Flower Rem-
edies.  It is used for spacey people 
who are “all over the place”.  It is 
very grounding to people who are 
having difficulty focusing, or dif-
ficulty being in the present mo-
ment.  I think all of us can use 
this remedy from time to time!

My younger daughter re-
minded me that when she was 
in high school and having a 
very difficult time studying, we 
used to give her a combination 
of Rescue Remedy, Motherwort 
tincture, and Clematis flower es-
sence.  Worked like a charm!  I 
have used it for terminal procras-
tination myself and recommend 
it to anyone who may be wanting 
to escape their present circum-
stances.

Dorje Root is an herbalist 
and natural healer, also working 
with Plant Spirit Medicine, In-
tuitive Energy Healing and ‘The 
Journey’ cellular healing.  For an 
appointment call 719-937-7786 
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

Clematis, Virgins Bower, Old Man’s Beard (Clematis ligusticifolia). 

Super Kitchen

Picture Your New Life

www.SangreD.com

Make it a Reality

719.256.5800

Your New Life

Your Home

116 South Alder Street, Suite A
Sangre de Cristo Inn Building
North of the post office in 

downtown Crestone

1596C Willow Creek Way,  

2.7 acres! Nice master with 

views. $220,000

FO
R S

ALE

On 3 acres, great living & 
studio/practice spaces. 

Now $299,000

REDUCED!

Cozy, solar, ne
stled in tree

s

beautiful kit
chen, nice ho

me! 

Call to see!

FO
R 

SA
LE

Vivia Lawson
Broker/Owner358 Birch Road. Beautiful 

Contemporary Log Remodel, two 

living rooms, 1 or 2 offi
ces, 1,967 sf

NEW LISTING!

34 Camino Baca Grande1600 sf, nice renovation! $165,000

NEW
 LISTING!

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root
Clematis (Clematis ligusticifolia)

http://www.rootsofhealing.com
http://www.SangreD.com
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L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

  Nestled in the woods you can

H a r m o n i c  R e t r e a t 
&

R e n t a l  S p a c e s !
Nightly, weekly, monthly,
short term & long term

Call Electrum for availability
719.588.2114

globalspirit13@gmail.com

LOVER’S WAY B&B

 Room with bath
 Private entrance
 Quiet greenbelt location
 Continental breakfast 

719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.com

Welcome 
Baca Townhouse No. 9

             Two . Two . Two
Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests

In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$70 each bedroom each night

Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage

Or an easy walk into Crestone    
Mark Wingard, 505.983.1343

 505.670.0126 (cell)
Advanced Reservations a Must

mswingard@gmail.com
http://www.bacatownhouse.com/

...

• Reasonable nightly and weekly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free

719-256-5788
www.casadelsoul.net

Casa del Soul
Downtown
Crestone
Lodging

719-256 5439

Walking distance to town

Crestone’s
Heart-Core B&B

Flexible Accommodations
www.shangrilahcolorado.com

719.256.4768
www.airbnb.com
or on Facebook

Pick your own FRESH greens

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

 CRESTONE, COLORADO WWW.CRESTONESTRAWBALERENTAL.COM

LUXURIOUS INTERIOR • BEAUTIFUL LANDSCAPING• PANORAMIC VIEWS

EXQUISITE STRAW BALE RENTAL

www.crestoneeagle.com

post your Events 
on the Online Calendar!

It’s so Easy! (and Free)
1. --> www.crestoneeagle.com --> 
    CALENDAR --> Submit your Calendar Event
2. --> enter your Event Name, When,         
    Where and more details
3. --> submit...

Looking for something to do?
check out the Eagle’s online Calendar... 

Daily 
Weekly & 
Monthly 
Events

The Calendar is updated daily!

www.crestoneeagle.com

got something going on?

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:crestbon@yahoo.com
mailto:globalspirit13@gmail.com
mailto:mswingard@gmail.com
http://www.bacatownhouse.com/
http://www.casadelsoul.net
http://www.shangrilahcolorado.com
http://www.airbnb.com
mailto:collcrestone@gmail.com
http://www.collhouse.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Kizzen Laki
Girlfriends, sister friends, 

mothers in arms. When you’re 
a young woman with small chil-
dren and living on the edge, those 
friends fill your life with gold—and 
many shared adventures.

Time for some girlfriend ad-
venture stories.

It was a hot summer in the 
mid-1970s.  I was living in a clus-
ter of old, funky, nearly abandoned 
cabins in Chalk Creek Canyon 
back up in the mountains of cen-
tral Colorado.  I had several great 
women friends I became close to 
who were cabin neighbors.

Two of my woman friends, 
Georgene and Mindy, were real 
jewels.  George was short, wiry, 
smart and strong.  Mindy was ir-
reverent, independent and a real 
survivor—and while in her 20s 
had terrible taste in men (bad 
boys). Both had a great sense of 
humor and were fun friends to 
have. All three of us were young 
with children and creatively just 
barely getting by.  Had to have 
that sense of humor!

We lived not far from Bue-
na Vista Colorado, which is only 
about 90 miles from Colorado 
Springs.  “Byoonie” didn’t have 

much going for it back in the 70s, 
so several times a year Mindy & 
Georgene and I would head over to 
Colorado Springs to hit the thrift 
stores.  Lots of good ones there—
Goodwill, Salvation Army and pri-
vate shops full of bargains.  We’d 
stash the kids with their fathers 
or friends and make a day of shop-
ping for scores. 

We’d head out in Georgene’s 
big blue bomber station wagon, 
roll up a doobie (don’t let anyone 
see you toke it!) and have a girls’ 
day out on the town.  Georgene 
had an unnerving tendency to 
swerve and wander around on the 
road when driving the wagon—but 
more on that later.

One hot July day, off we went —
cruising across South Park, being 
grateful we didn’t live in Hartsel, 
over Wilkerson Pass where the big 
bomber wagon wanted to run a lit-
tle hot but cooled down coasting 
down the other side through the 
then still undeveloped landscapes 
near Lake George and Divide.

As we dropped down in eleva-
tion, along about Woodland Park 
the summer day really started 
to heat up.  Now, Georgene’s old 
wagon was a deluxe one for that 
era—or at least it was when it 
was new—and it had power this 
and that (originally).  It had pow-
er windows, the first I’d experi-
enced—you didn’t have to hand 
roll them up or down, just push a 
button.  Only problem was, they 
didn’t work.  Neither did the air 
conditioner.

So Mindy, sitting up front 
in the passenger seat, opened 
her door while hanging onto the 
door handle. This was while driv-
ing down the twisty road towards 
Manitou.  What a relief to get the 
air in!  I was in the back and also 
opened my door and Georgene, 
driving with one hand, weav-
ing around the highway, followed 
suit.  The wind at 60 mph wanted 

to push the doors closed, so we 
leaned out, holding them open.  
No seat belts in those days.  Pass-
ing the doobie, passing cars—be-
ing as cool as we could. Pretending 
we were a sideways convertible 
and waving grandly at those who 
stared. Amazingly, we didn’t get 
pulled over by the police.

We stocked up at the Goodwill 
on summer clothes. At a Salvation 
Army store Mindy found a pair of 
shoes she liked and swapped them 
for the worn pair she had on her 
feet.  They were donated after all, 
she said, for the poor.  The Salva-
tion Army was a Christian organi-
zation.  Didn’t Jesus say to give to 
the poor? She was poor.  She put 
her old shoes on the shelf. I looked 
the other way, kinda shocked, 
afraid we’d get busted.  “For crap 
shoes?” Mindy teased me. “Do 
you think they want to repossess 
these?” she said, pointing to the 
new used sandals on her feet. Did 
I mention, she ran a bit rough?

There is a saying that since 
women don’t make most of the 
rules, they don’t feel like they 
have to follow them.  Goddess, I 
loved that woman.

On the way home I com-
plained to Georgene about her 
driving.  “Power steering is out,” 
she had said earlier on the way to 
the Springs.  But still, tokeing and 
smoking and weaving was mak-
ing me nervous.  “Let me drive for 
awhile,” I said, striving for some 
control of the situation.  So she 
pulled over and I took the wheel.  
I didn’t even make it a half mile.  
Big old bomber station wagon that 
weighed a ton.  No power steering.  
I nearly crashed right off the road.  
Felt lucky to be able to PULL it 
to the side of the road.  Grinning, 
Georgene took back the wheel, 
winning my deep admiration.  
While I was regretting finding out 
just how bad the steering was.  

I did get one concession from 
her though—two hands on the 
wheel and ONLY Mindy and I got 
to hold our doors open all the way 
to the top of Wilkerson Pass.

In the 1970’s Kizzen and her 
family lived in a cluster of old 
cabins in the Colorado mountains 
with other assorted young folk.  
They chopped wood and hauled 
water.  This is a story from those 
days.

Mountain Mamas  
    Tell Tall Tales

Girlfriends on the road

Kizzen’s cabin in Chalk Creek Canyon.  

Come hang out
with us

719.221.1301

The CAMINO de CRESTONE 

Three pilgrimages in 2015:

“Life-affirming and life-transforming”

www.caminodecrestone.com

June 6-13
August 22-29

September 12-19

http://www.caminodecrestone.com


Houses & Property for Sale
Four 1/2 Acre Lots

Four 1/2 acre lots for sale by owner. Great 
location in Chalet II with amazing views. 
Tap paid. http://enchantedforestcrestone.
weebly.com/lots-for-sale.html

GRANTS LOT 495 FOR SALE
Grants Lot: 4.5 acres +/ Off the grid. On 
NW corner of Camino Real and Camino Del 
Ray. Owner will hold mortgage with down 
payment. Motivated seller. 256 5110

Baca Grande WATER FRONT 
PROPERTY

Baca Grande Property For Sale WATER 
FRONT PROPERTY 2 consolidated lots 
on year round creek. Breathtaking views 
of Sangre de Christo mountains, ziggurat 
and Stupa, green belt, 2 consolidated lots, 
Tap fees paid, electric and water. Private. 
Chalet 2. $39,000. See on Google Earth at 
37 degrees 55′ 32.07 ” N and 105 degrees 
40′ 1.46′ 906 281-4812

Baca Grande Property For Sale
Baca Grande property for sale. Crestone 
Creek front on green belt. 1.42 consolidated 
acres,flat building site,good access from 
road. Tap paid. Private. 3887C Caprice Way 
Chalet 2. $49,500. 970-927-3881

LOTS FOR SALE
Several Exceptional Building Lots For Sale. 
Chalet I: #1480-81, 1537, 1548, 1554, 
1848-9, 1869-71. Chalet II: 238-40, 4083, 
4200. Grants: 1205-06, 1210, 1250-51. 
Chuck. 720-480-2066

Modified A Frame
For sale: Modified A frame, 3 BR, 1 1/2 bath, 
two story home near the Baca entrance. 

Priced at $165,000. Vivia Lawson at Sangre 
De Cristo Real Estate at 256-5800.

Property for Sale by Owner on 
One Acre

1480 Sq Feet, 2 bed, 2 bath with attached 
greenhouse. PLUS 1 bedroom, 1 bath 
separate apartment. 2 car garage, 20 ft 
yurt, 15 fruit trees with a fruit cellar inside 
floor. Set up for solar and hot water. 1/2 
mile to Crestone. $189k 719-256-5439.

Authentic Victorian & Guest House
Authentic Victorian and guest house, 35A. 
Magnificent Grants location. Domestic well 
permit, fantastic organic garden. Photos, 
details 719-496-0975/soularquest@
gmail.com

6 Acres in the Grants with Views
Amazing 6 acre parcel in the Grants with 
incredible views! Consolidated lots 318-
319 off of Wagon Wheel.$8,500 www.
crestonelandforsale.com

CHALET 1 LOTS FOR SALE
2 CHALET 1 LOTS FOR SALE  It’s time to let 
go. Inherited from my mother 2 adjoining 
lots, great location, tap fees paid, lots 186 
& 187, corner of Moonlight & Cascade, 
walking distance to Baca Park. $9k for both 
lots. Call for video tour: (505) 920-5429.

Secluded Garden Cottage in 
Saguache

Straw Bale studio house for sale in 
Saguache. Located in the corner of town 
on 1/4 fenced acre and 9 foot gates with 
bamboo. Large garden space, 10 x 16 
studio/storage building. 12 X 12 X 28 
Rhino barn used for a horse but could be 
additional storage or boat or RV parking. 
Large area for animals or green house. 
Great space secluded in corner of town. 
Nice landscaping, with apple trees and fire 
pit area. Solex carport could be enclosed 
for additional greenhouse space. Water has 

5 flow back spikets through out the yard 
for easy watering. No meters on water. 
Cottage is newly finished with beautiful 
artistic accents. Sewer Tap is paid and 
ready to bring in. Upstairs loft bedroom 
with tongue and groove ceiling and an 
additional greenhouse room with deck 
and views of mts. Needs kitchen and bath 
but easily added. Can use as is. Beautifully 
done a must see for 150,000 Call for more 
details 970-210-2726 No owner carry. 

Houses for Rent
Beautiful Home and Views

Beautiful Home and Views $700 plus 
utilities, deposit of the same, year lease. 
Energy- efficient, 2 bedroom home, with 
spacious loft-views, washer dryer, wood 
burning stove, ETS and base boards. 
Walking distance to Cotton Wood Creek and 
Dharma Ocean. Curb appeal. Pic/details/
contact Seva Property Mgt 719 937 4226

Lovely Mountain Views
Lovely Mountain Views, backs to open 
space and close to town of Crestone. 2 
BD, 2 BA 1200 sq.ft. Washer/dryer. $700/
month + utilities, deposit of the same and 
year lease. New high efficiency hot water 
heating system, low E windows and triple 
honeycomb Duette shades. Pic/details/
contact Seva Property Mgt 719 937 4226

2BR 2/BA Beautifully Furnished 
Grants Home

Stunning Views, ETS, fenced pet play area. 
Well water, pics/details/contact: www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com & click on 
2BR/2BA Grants Home, 505 728 0244

Beautiful Home and Views
Beautiful Home and Views $850 includes 
water Deposit of the same, year lease. 
Energy- efficient, 2 bedroom home, with 
spacious loft-views, washer dryer, wood 
burning stove, ETS and base boards. 
Walking distance to Cotton Wood Creek and 
Dharma Ocean. Curb appeal. Pic/details/
contact Seva Property Mgt 719 937 4226

Furnished Log Cabin Studio
Short or Long Term, lots of storage, pet OK, 
walk in closet, fully furnished. Pics/details/
contact info www.thelongandshortofrenting.
com 505 728 0244 

Refined 2 Bedroom Convenient To 
Town

2 BR convenient to town avl 8/24 for healthy 
& conscious individual(s). Ten month 
minimum lease. $800 plus electric includes 
water. First, Last, Security. 719-588-9613 

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent
ENCHANTED FOREST LODGING

Cozy rooms, luxury master suite & studio 
cottage for rent. Nightly/weekly. Octagonal 
Sacred Space available for retreats/events. 
719-256-5768.

Moffat Rental
Half mobile-home in Moffat to rent. Kitchen, 
bedroom, bathroom. Quiet, meditative 
person preferred. No drugs, no alcohol. 
Pets ok. $350.00/ month plus deposit. Tel. 
719-480-1841

Downtown Crestone Lodging
Casa del Soul–Downtown 1 & 2 bedroom 
fully furnished suites with full kitchens, wifi, 
Direct TV, pet friendly. Smoke free property. 
Nightly & weekly rates. (719) 256-5788

Room for Rent in Grants
Private bath and entrance (stairs), 
kitchenette, WiFi, $30/night, $175/wk. 
719-256-4552. Great views!

Classifieds... 
continued to
Page B-15

Comfortable Living in the heart of 
Downtown Crestone

719.256.4975
Proprietor: Renée Hill

116 S Alder Ave Suite “D”  - P.O Box 697 Crestone, CO 81131
crestoneinnkeeper@yahoo.com

Sangre De Crestone Inn & Apartments

NEW LIBRARY DISTRICT BOARD MEMBER NEEDED FROM
CRESTONE/BACA GRANDE, TO START AUGUST 2015

The Northern Saguache County Library District has a managing Board of Trustees, 
and two of the trustees are from the Crestone region. One of these positions will 
be opening for a partial term, to begin at the August 10 board meeting. Regular 
meetings are generally held monthly, on the second Monday of the month, and 
there are other meetings and special tasks. As this is only a partial term, the assign-
ment is until December 31, 2015.
QUALIFICATIONS TO BE ON THE LIBRARY BOARD: You must be at least 18 years old 
and you must reside in the library district. In the case of a board member repre-
senting the Crestone area, you must live in community of Crestone or the Baca 
Grande subdivision. 
HOW TO APPLY: Pick up and fill out the application for new board members. Copies 
of this are available at the Baca Grande Library. 
The Handbook for Trustees and the Bylaws of the Library District Board, as PDFs, 
are at the Baca Grande Library. The application asks if you have read them, as they 
will give you an idea of what is involved in the position. In a nutshell, members of 
the Board are mandated by Colorado law to adopt and oversee the budget, devel-
op and adopt policies, conduct strategic planning, and hire and evaluate the Library 
Director. However, the NSCLD Board of Trustees is currently working towards a new 
library in the Crestone community, so there are many exciting ways to be involved.
Return your application to the Library District Director, Sarah Koehn Frey, at the 
Saguache Public Library, 702 Pitkin Ave, Saguache, or mail it to P.O. Box 448, Sa-
guache, CO 81149.
Applications are due by July 15 and you will be emailed or phoned regarding your 
application. Thanks for thinking of the Library District!

TIN MAN SERVICES
Prompt
Reliable

Affordable
Fun!

PatrickMountain

“Ask not what your Community can do 
for you, but what you can do for your 

Community.” [JFK, Patrick, Mountain]

Book now for Fall & Winter Projects
719 - 429 - 5458

Supporting And Sustaining Our Community Is Our #1 Priority

Founding Partners Of

Repair ~ Installation ~ Maintenance ~ Building

Please donate to 
Pet Partners for the 

health of our
community’s pets.

Terrapin Enterprise, Inc.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032
• New homes  • Additions 

• Remodels  • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net

Licensed and Insured
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be 
received by the 22nd of the month 
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://enchantedforestcrestone
http://www.crestonelandforsale.com
http://www.crestonelandforsale.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting.com
http://www.thelongandshortofrenting
mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net
mailto:crestoneinnkeeper@yahoo.com


Sunny Apt available
Furnished studio apt for rent. 650 sq ft, 
private entrance, nestled in cottonwoods 
next to stream. Ideal for 1 or 2. Mainroom, 
kitchen, bath w deep soaking tub. w/d. No 
pets, no smoking. References. First, last, 
security. $575/month + propane. 719-937-
7931 sandother1@gmail.com

Services
Outlets, Wiring, Network and 

Satellite: Home and Office
Need Phone Outlets added to your house 
or office? I do Phone, Computer Network, 
Satellite TV and Stereo wiring. New 
construction, existing, troubleshooting. 
Call Dennis 256-4110

BANKRUPTCY
BANKRUPTCY. Many options even if 
filed bankruptcy recently. No need to be 
garnished. Nicest people. Free consultation. 
Tony Cross, attorney. 719-632-9991.

David W. Walker, Accountant
David W. Walker, Accountant, 37 years 
experience. Financial Planning, Business 
Consulting, Monthly Accounts, Income 
Taxes. Call for appointment in your area: 
719-379-2988.

Stunning Masonry
JOHN NELSON MASONRY – 45 years of 
experience - Foundations, stone walls, 
floors, patios, fountains, fireplaces, pizza 
ovens, wine cellars, etc. Professional 
service. Please call John for a free estimate: 
(719)588-5775

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—30 years 
Computer Technician with full shop in the 
Baca. Windows, VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical needs. 
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact 
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.
com

Help Wanted
Route Bus Driver

Moffat School is taking applications for a 
route bus driver for the 2015-2016 school 
year. Must hold a CDL and pass drug and 
background checks. Pay dependent on 
experience. Deadline: July 10, 2015. Call 
(719) 256-4710 for an application or visit 
the website at www.moffatschools.org. EOE

Substitute Teachers
Moffat School is taking applications 
for substitute teachers for the 2015-
2016 school year. Must hold Colorado 
certification. Pay is $100.00 per day. Call 
(719) 256-4710 for an application or visit 
the website at www.moffatschools.org. EOE

Non-profit Job Opening
ScSEED Director: Promote economic 
development and environmental projects 
in Saguache County. Part time, $20-35/
hour. Position description at www.scseed.
org

Landscaping and Yard Work
Strong, reliable, worker who enjoys light 
& strenuous landscaping & yard work, 
approx. 16 hr/wk @ $12 hr. Chalet II. 
REFERENCES * Contact: chcenter@
fairpoint.net 

Part Time Help Needed
Part time help needed, assist with an 
elderly family member, some light house 
work. Previous nursing home or nursing 
experience preferred. (303)733-7870

Mountain Valley School Hiring 
School Health Professional 

Positions!
Mountain Valley School is hiring a School 
Counselor and anticipates hiring a School 
Social Worker or Psychologist Position. For 
more information please visit our website 
at mountainvalleyschool.org or Contact 
Corey Doss at dossc@valley.k12.co.us

Software Company in Crestone! 
We are hiring.

Seeking: 1) Bootstrap Web Developer 2) 
SaaS Client Manager 3) enterprise software 
Sales. Needed skills: E-Commerce, database 
experience, & technical onboarding. 
Fast learners only need apply. Long-term 
opportunity. www.SilverEarth.com

Work with Kids…Earn $ for 
college

Alpine Achievers Initiative is looking for 

individuals to serve AmeriCorps terms 
from August 17th, 2015—July 17th, 2016 
providing academic interventions and out-
of-school programming at Mountain Valley 
School, Moffat School and Crestone Charter 
School. Members will receive a living stipend 
of $250/week throughout the year and an 
AmeriCorps Education Award of $5,730 
upon completion of the term. For more 
information and/or to request an application 
email Megan Strauss at straussm@valley.
k12.co.us or call 719-221-9480.

Misc. Wanted
WANTED: Bodhisattvas

For the benefit of all beings, starting with 
all beings here and now! tinyurl.com/
Bodhisattvas

Straw Bales – New or Old
New & golden or old & moldin’, our garden 
needs ‘em. Please call Janet at 719-937-
3767 or stop by the Crestone Eagle office.

Misc. for Sale
STUDDED SNOW TIRES

Suburu studded snow tires: (4) P185/70 
R14 used 1 winter $120 obo. (4) P205/70 
R15 used 500 miles $200 obo. Also: 
trampoline $75, basketball moveable 
adjustable net $80. 256-4552

Community Service
CB Village – Local Help, Give & 

Receive
CB Village is a local time bank where you 
can help others and gain credit for future 
help when you need it. Go to www.cbvillage.
net or call 480-8757 to join for free.

Free
Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

Fuel for meat smokers
Fruitwood from tree prunings for meat 
smoking. Call Janet at 256-4956.

...Classifieds 
continued from

Page B-14

GRASS HAY
BARN STORED

HORSE HAY / COW HAY

3’ x 3’ x 8’ BALES

101 LAND & CATTLE
SAGUACHE, CO

SCOTT ALEXANDER
719-221-0159

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

Green
EDGE

Carpentry & Design for your House & Garden Design Services
Craig Nielson 

U.S. Green Building Council, LEED-AP
High Altitude Certified Permaculture 

Design Consultant
email:  craig@greenedgedesign.com

website:  greenedgedesign.com

719-221-2200 

•  Full Service
   Design

•  Passive Solar

•  Green Built

•  Small Footprint
    Homes

•   Accessory 
    Dwelling Units

•  New Construction
   /Remodels

•  Landscapes

•  Concept Site 
   Planning 

•  Planning & Permit 
   Services

•  Permaculture
   Design

342 Santa Fe Ave.   •   Alamosa, CO 81101   •   (719) 589-9228
Fax: (719) 589-0319   •   info@oandvprinting.com   •   www.oandvprinting.com

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 
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by Keno
What is a red sprite?
Red sprites (sometimes just 

called “sprites“, or incorrectly called 
“sprite lighting”) are rarely seen 
electrical bursts, or flashes, that 
occur above highly active thunder-
storms, and which shoot spaceward 
above the storm’s clouds. They’re 
hard to observe from the ground, 
due to their high altitudes (about 50 
miles above Earth), milliseconds-
long durations, and relative dim-
ness, compared to lightning. The 
physicist John Winckler discovered 
red sprites while helping to test a 
new low-light video camera in 1989.

For well over a century, people, 
including well respected scientists, 
had reported seeing these strange 
lights in the night sky about thun-
derstorms—and they weren’t “see-
ing things” as some suggested. It 
remained until 1989, in what was 
called a “happy accident”, that 
Winckler captured these strange 
lights on that low-light camera’s 
video tape. 

Four years after Winckler had 
captured red sprite for the first time, 
University of Alaska researchers in-
tentionally photographed another 
sprite. The presence of nitrogen gas 
gives the bursts their distinctive red 
glow, although closer to a thunder 
cloud they look blue. They weren’t 
named until after 1994, when Prof. 
David Sentman of the University of 
Alaska first suggested calling them 
“sprites”, after the mythical, fleeting, 
and playful creatures that appeared 
in some Shakespearean plays, and 

soon after, the 
name stuck.

Scientists 
have learned 
a lot about 
sprites since 
their freak dis-
covery 26 years 
ago, but much 
remains hazy 
about the elu-
sive flashes. 
For example, 
Steve Cum-
mer, an electri-
cal engineer 
who studies 
both lightning 
and sprites at 
Duke Univer-
sity, noted that 
“there’s a lot of 
very interesting 
chemistry that 
happens at the 

tips of sprites that wouldn’t other-
wise happen”. But he also notes that 
we don’t know exactly what kind of 
chemistry is happening, and how 
long it lasts. 

Are sprites lighting?
No, but they are caused by 

lighting.
Do sprites make thunder?
No. But there is growing evi-

dence that sprites may produce 
sound waves at extremely low fre-
quencies below the range of human 
hearing.

When you see the rain 
falling from the clouds above, 
but the rain never reaches the 
ground . . . I believe it’s called 
the Vargas phenomena?

Close, it’s called “virga”. You 
can see this happening in the dis-
tance sky (and sometimes over-
head). It looks like a streak or shaft 
of precipitation coming from the 
clouds, falling at that point (usually 
in the form of either water or ice 
particles, rain or snow, and falling 
out of a cloud towards the ground), 
and as long as it all evaporates 
before reaching the ground, then 
it’s called virga. If it is hitting the 
ground, then it’s just normal precip-
itation. We see a lot of this out here 
in the western U.S., and very often 
around this time of the year.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
May 21 to June 20

Total precipitation for period: 
Liquid precip: 2.32”
Snow: Trace 
Measurable precipitation fell on 
15 days.
Measurable rain fell on 15 day.
A trace of snow fell on 4 days.
A trace of rain fell on 5 day.
Hail fell on 3 days.
5 thunderstorms occurred
No measurable snow fell.
Total precipitation year to date:
Since Jan 1: 9.43”
Total snow to date:  
Since Jan 1: 58.1”
Snow Season *: 89.5” 
*Snow season runs from July 1 
to June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 86.4°F on June 20
Low temp: 33.5°F on May 24
Avg. high: 71.1°F 
Avg. low: 42.2°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 80°: 4
Number of days with the low 
temperature below 40°: 12
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 3.5 mph   
Highest gust: 35 mph on May 23
Main direction: Out of the east at 
night, out of the southwest dur-
ing the day.

Weather summary:  
Temperatures were close to 

average while precipitation was 
way above normal. The main 
weather action took place in the 
month of May, which turned out 
to the second wettest month ever 
on record, with 5.05 inches of 
precipitation falling (old record 
for May alone was 2.18 inches in 
1993), along with the snowiest 
May ever with 18.4 inches (old 
record was 15 inches in 2001). 
May also went down as the cold-
est May ever on record, with an 
average temperature of 47.6 de-
grees, breaking the old record of 
48.4 degrees, set in 1983. We also 
set a new record for the coldest 
average high temperature in the 
May, at 60.1 degrees (old record 
was 62.2 degrees in 1983), al-
though it did finally warm up on 
the last 2 days of the month.

Outlook for July:
July is our wettest month 

of the entire year, averaging 2.23 
inches of precip. The wettest 
July on record took place in 1998 
when 5.74 inches fell, and this is 
the all-time precipitation record 
for Crestone/Baca.

Temperature wise, July 
is also the hottest month of the 
year, with the average high for 
the first week being 82 degrees 
and average low of 46 degrees, 
and by month’s end seeing highs 
and lows of 80 degrees and 49 de-
grees. The warmest temperature 
ever recorded in Crestone/Baca 
took place on July 20, 2005 with 
a very hot reading of 98 degrees. 
The coolest it’s been was on July 
4, 1995, at 36 degrees.

The 30 day outlook for July 
is calling for well below normal 
temperatures, along with well 
above average precipitation.

Ask 
  the 
Weatherman

Note: For current Crestone weather 
conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

❍ I am a new subscriber   ❍ Just a renewal  ❍ I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _________________________________Email: ______________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

Bulk 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state) 
1 issue/month Bulk mail

First Class 
1 issue/month First Class mail

Digital Only
Go digital with  

The Crestone Eagle!                  
Paper Only Paper 

+ Digital
Paper Only Paper 

+ Digital
Just $15 for 12 
issues .pdf file 

1yr  ❑ $20   ❑ $25  ❑ $32  ❑ $37   ❑ $15
2yrs  ❑ $35  ❑ $40  ❑ $59  ❑ $64  ❑ $30
3yrs  ❑ $50  ❑ $55  ❑ $86  ❑ $91  ❑ $45

N
ow

 offering discounted 
subscription rates!

The yaks have been standing in lots of deep water these days. Since the weather turned 
so warm so fast, accompanied by all the rains, the creeks all overflowed and the valley is 
saturated.        photo by Lori Nagel

There was so much rain that . . .
• even the mosquitoes were wearing raincoats.
• EVERYBODY won the Tee Shirt Contest!!....
• the hummingbirds were wearing scuba gear.
• I put my clothes in the washing machine to dry.
• the mosquitos are getting bit by mosquitos...
• the San Luis Valley Dust Devils were beaten by 

the SLV Lakers.
• a houseboat dealership is opening in Moffat.
• the boat in the park may become an ark
• the water got soggy!
• the Desert Sage was renamed surfs up
• I converted to Riparianism.
• we now have shore front property in Moffat!
• Lori Wade changed her name to Lori Swim
• River changed his name to Ocean and traded his 

trike for a surfboard
• the fire season drowned

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.keno.org/vws
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/pay
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Hiking in the 
Sangre de Cristo Mountains
by Carrie Caverly
“The glamour of lost history—

dim memories of Indian bands, 
of French explorers and Spanish 
troops; they have the spell of the re-
mote, the mystery of recesses that 
are little known; they are the kind 
of mountains one’s imagination 
builds.” –Albert Ellingwood after 
completing the first ascent of the 
Crestone Peaks in 1916

Extending 7,000’ above the 
San Luis Valley floor with minimal 
foothills softening the ruggedly im-
pressive incline, the Sangre de Cris-
tos continually grace the residents 
of Crestone and the Baca with a 
their dramatic western façade.

The Sangre de Cristo Moun-
tains are a sub range of the 

southern Rocky Mountains, 
extending 242 miles from 
Salida, CO to Santa Fe, 
NM and containing 10 of 
Colorado’s 53 fourteen-
ers (mountains that are 
14,000’ high or more).  
Fault-block mountains 
running along the east 
side of the Rio Grande 

Rift, the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
are described as “young” mountains, 
hence their yet-to-be-eroded jagged 
needle-like spires.  The central part 
of the range was designated as the 
Sangre de Cristo Wilderness in 1993.

Some of the last mountains in 
Colorado to be climbed in recent his-
tory, access to the Sangre de Cristo 
Mountains remains remote.  Cre-
stone has prime access to five ma-
jor hiking trails leading into the Rio 
Grande National Forest and Sangre 
de Cristo Wilderness beyond.  Four 
of these trails (North Crestone, 
South Crestone, Willow Lake and 
Cottonwood Lake) are long, strenu-
ous ascents to subalpine lakes that 
feed the creeks flowing from each 
visible drainage.  

Two of the trails (Willow Lake 
and Cottonwood Lake) also provide 
access to five different fourteeners, 
a group of peaks known as The 
Crestone Group.  Described as some 
of the most difficult fourteeners 
to summit, the Crestone Needle 
(14,197’) was the last Colorado 

continued on the back page

Take a ride on the  
Rio Grande Scenic Railroad 

Grab your boots and hat, put on your stars and stripes and jump on the train 
this 4th of July weekend as the Rio Grande Scenic Railroad debuts the Mountain Rails 
Live Music Festival. This welcome addition to our summer lineup takes place atop 
beautiful La Veta pass at 9400’ where you’ll find a music stage nestled into a quaint lit-
tle meadow that is only accessible by train. The 2-day festival will feature more than a 
half dozen musical acts on our stage accompanied by locally prepared barbeque and a 
merchant area with booths from local artists and vendors. 

The train will be shuttling up and down the pass throughout the day giving you the 
opportunity to come and go as you 

please. The first train departs 
Alamosa at 9:30am with 

the last train leaving 
the concert site at 

5pm.  The Rio 
Grande Scenic 
Railroad has 
also opened 
up the con-
cert site for 

camping to the 
public. Visit the 

website for details. 

Crestone 
Youth Plaza 

Summer Camp
Each summer CYP (Crestone 

Youth Plaza, Inc.) provides an 
engaging and fun Summer 
Adventures Day Camp program. 
Children are wired for hands-on, 
full-contact, self-selected interac-
tion with the world ~ we call this 
play.  “If kids don’t know how to 
play and socialize, they don’t know 
how to learn.” (Kathleen Sebelius, 
Former U.S. Secretary of Health 
and Human Services). Camp is 
devoted to helping each child grow 
toward independence by building 
confidence, competence, self-
esteem and respect for others. 
Campers are respected as self-
directed individuals whose growth 
toward independence and social 
responsibility is fostered within a 
joyful, diverse, and family-oriented 
fun-filled community.

Willow Lake. photo by JD Marston
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Granite Mountain 
Outfitters 

Granite Mountain Outfitters is committed to offering an excellent 
riding experience throughout the late spring, summer and fall sea-
sons. They specialize in western outdoor and ranch fun for everyone, 
from beginner to experienced riders. Small group sizes ensure that 
guests receive the personal attention they deserve to have in a truly 
interactive horseback experience.

Choose from one-hour or two-hour, up to half-day or full-day 
(with lunch) horseback rides. Private rides are avail-
able also. Granite Mountain Outfitters also offers 
overnight accommodations in their Dorsey Creek 
Cabin. The cabin is perfect for 4 people, but will 
accommodate six. Granite Mountain Outfitters has 
over 20 years experience in the outfitting business. 
Contact them today: www.granitemountainoutfit-
ters.com, 719-221-3479 or 719-530-0480.

Pathfinders 4x4
Rent your adventure with PathFinders 4X4 Jeep Rentals & Tours. 

View abundant wildflowers and animal life as you explore the majestic high 
country of the San Luis Valley.  

If you have your own 4x4, you can accompany PathFinders 4X4 on 
their escorted self-drive tours.  Their guided talking tours are very popu-
lar.  The tour guide gives insight about the geologic forces that formed 
this part of Colorado.  Mining also played an important role in shaping the 
Centennial State in the late 1800s.  Their knowledgeable guides will thor-
oughly explain the historic sights encountered along the way.  

Do you need to improve your off-road driving skills? PathFinders 4X4 
offers a 1-day school to learn driving techniques, mechanical tricks, and 
how to deal with worst case scenarios when Jeeping in the backcountry. 
Expedition and overnight trips are also available.  PathFinders 4X4 can be 
reached at 719-496-6288 or online at www.PathFinders4X4.com.

OFF ROAD DRIVINGOFF ROAD DRIVING

SKILLS SCHOOLSKILLS SCHOOL

  JEEP TOURSJEEP TOURS

PathFinders4X4.com

719-496-6288719-496-6288
JEEP RENTALSJEEP RENTALS

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm

OUR ICED COFFEE REALLY 
HITS THE SPOT!

WWW.MIRAGETRADINGCO.COM

IN  MOFFAT NEXT TO THE POST OFFICE

719-256-4357

Mirage 
Trading Co.

The Mirage Trading Co., in 
Moffat, is a true oasis on Hwy. 

17, in the middle of the San Luis 
Valley. The Mirage has “the best 

coffee in the valley,” roasted on the 
premises under the name of Mirage 
Roasting Co. Delighted by the smell 

of roasting and brewing coffee, 
many a passerby is astounded by 

the superb quality of the coffee and 
of the local art produced by the 

many talented local artists. Stop by 
to check out the art. Sample the 

freshly roasted organic, fair-trade 
coffee and take “a little bit of the 
valley” home with you. Hours are 

8am-4pm, 7 days a week. PO Box 
412, 17555 Hwy 17, Moffat, CO 

81143, 719-256-4357. Log on at: 
miragetradingco.com.

Villa Grove Trade
After soaking and swimming at the hot springs, 

food and accommodations await at the Villa Grove 
Trade. A small town general store since 

1882, it features live music and dinner 
specials every 2nd and 4th Sunday, 

6-8pm.
Villa Grove has several old 

west buildings that date back 
to the railroad days. The Trade 
offers mighty fine meals, home 
baked desserts, wi-fi, local art, 

general supplies, ice, snacks and 
beverages, specialty coffees and 

espresso. There are also a couple of 
quaint rooms for rent. $55 for single, 

$65 for double, pets $10 each.
Location: 34094 U.S. Hwy 285, Villa 

Grove. 8am-4pm daily. 719-655-2203, 
www.villagrovetrade.com.

San Luis 
Valley

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.granitemountainoutfit-ters.com
http://www.granitemountainoutfit-ters.com
http://www.granitemountainoutfit-ters.com
http://www.PathFinders4X4.com
http://www.villagrovetrade.com
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Grounds admission 
$2 per person or $5 per car

LOCATED ON HWY 17, 
2 1/2 MILES N. OF HOOPER, CO.

Potluck BBQ

July 5, 5PM

Entertainment 

& 
Sky watch

UFO Watchtower
The UFO Watchtower will be 
hosting a potluck BBQ on July 
25 starting at 5pm.  There will be 
entertainment and a sky watch to 
follow.  Reservations for camping 
are suggested. There is also a Bed 
& Breakfast available. To date, sev-
enty-seven UFOs have been seen, 
spotted from the tower’s observa-
tion deck. It is said two energy vor-
tices draw UFOs to our area! You 
can peruse a gift shop full of books 
on the subject, and shop for out-of-
this-world souvenirs. Just 3 miles 
north of Hooper on Highway 17. 
Admission is $2/person or $5/car. 
Primitive camping is available for 
$10 per night. Call 719-378-2296 
or log on to ufowatchtower.com for 
full details. For conference reserva-
tions call Judy at 719-378-2296.

Wildwood Sounds house concerts
Wildwood Sounds House Concert Venue has been hosting music for Del Norte, 

the San Luis Valley and surrounding area now for 15 years with local, regional and 
international music of all styles.  Wildwood is a small intimate space with com-
fortable seating, great acoustics and a warm inviting atmosphere.  What a 
great place to spend an evening listening to great music.  We do a snackie 
potluck for each show so bring your favorite treat to share.  Coffee and tea 
are on the house. 

For more information on shows, go to wildwoodsounds.com / Con-
cert page / scroll down page for all concert information.  You can click 
on the musician’s website next to the name and give a listen to their mu-
sic.  Come meet and hear the amazing artists that take the time to come 
share their music with you.  Every concert will take you on a musical journey 
through landscapes, visions, dances, grooves, styles, emotions, laughs and 
cries.  Please call 719-657-4757 for reservations or email wwshcv7@gmail.com.  
Wildwood Sounds is located in Del Norte on Highway 160 (850 Grande Ave.) one 
half block east of the Highway 112 intersection on the north side of the highway.  

San Luis 
Valley

July 13-July 30
Mon-Thurs 10am-4pm

July 11th & 12th, 2015
10am-6pm 10am-5pm 

Centennial Park next to Hot Springs Pool 
410 W.Rainblow Blvd (Hwy 50) & Holman Ave 
Salida CO    www.SalidaArtsFestival.com 

Paint ings,  Sculpture,  
Pottery,  Jewelry,  

Photography, 
F iber Art ,  Wood, 

and more 

Local Sponsor

COLLEGIATE 
PEAKS BANK 

Exclusively Art 

Organized by 
Salida-based 

artists 

The 
Salida 
F e s t i v a l  

A rts 

The Salida Arts Festival
The 2015 Salida Arts Festival, located at Salida’s Centennial Park next 

to Salida Aquatic Center, 410 W. Rainbow (Hwy. 50 and Holman Ave.), is 
all about 2D and 3D art and will showcase some of the finest artists in the 
country.  Jewelers, painters photographers, sculptors  potters, wood and 
fiber artists, mixed media and more. July 11th from 10am to 6pm, and July 
12th from 10am to 5pm.  Go to www.SalidaArtsFestival.com for more infor-
mation.

Salida

mailto:wwshcv7@gmail.com
http://www.SalidaArtsFestival.com
http://www.SalidaArtsFestival.com
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Aspen concert series
Salida Aspen Concerts’ 39th season, featuring a new piano and 

stars who perform throughout the world, opens Saturday, July 11. Pianist 
Joyce Yang, 27, called the greatest of her generation, returns for the sev-

enth time in the last eight years, and will perform with violinist Augustin 
Hadelich, who plays a Stradivarius and thrilled the audience last year.

Bassist/composer Edgar Meyer, whom The New Yorker calls “the 
most remarkable virtuoso” in the history of his instrument, will also return, 

as will pianist John O’Conor, playing an all-Beethoven program, 
and pianist Anton Nel, performing solo works and Dvořák’s 

lyrical “Piano Quintet in A Major, B. 155, op. 81,” with 
a chamber music group.

The six concerts, featuring mainly faculty tal-
ent from Aspen Music Festival and School, will 

be held at 7:30 p.m. at Salida High School audi-
torium, 26 Jones Avenue, near US Highway 50.

Give us call for 
great family 
fun rafting 
adventures

Come see why we’re the valley’s
#1 choice for river fun!

1-800-428-1479
www.RaftSalida.com

July 4th visit out booth in Riverside Park
for light up toys and sweet treats.

Unique educational toys & games - Childrens books - Travel toys - Baby gifts
Arts & crafts - Lego - Playmobil - Puppets - Fun jewelry - Novelties

39th Season 

Salida Aspen  
Concerts

SUMMER 2015

All concerts at Salida High School
26 Jones Avenue, Salida CO 

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. - Performance beings at 7:30 p.m.

Bringing Top International Stars
From Aspen Music Festival & School

Contributions always welcomed by the nonprofit Salida Concerts Inc.,  
PO Box 13, Salida, CO 81201; 719-539-6467.

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT: SalidaAspenConcerts.org 
 

Chamber music ensemble 
Students From Aspen Music Festival 
Underwritten by Mountain River Credit Union

Piano recital with 
ORION WEISS  Pianist 
SHAI WOSNER  Pianist 
Underwritten by Elise Backinger & Kent Strickland

Irish piano recital with 
JOHN O’CONOR  Pianist 
Underwritten by David B.Wancura, CPA

Piano & Violin recital with 
JOYCE YANG  Pianist 
AUGUSTIN HADELICH  Violinist 
Underwritten by High Country Bank

Piano & Violin recital with 
ANTON NEL  Pianist 
CHAMBER MUSICIANS 
Underwritten by F Street Five & Dime

String quartet 
EDGAR MEYER Bassist, Composer 
Underwritten by Collegiate Peaks Bank

SAT  
JULY 11 

SAT  
JULY 18 

MON  
JULY 27 

SAT  
AUG 1 

SAT  
AUG 8 

THUR  
AUG 13

Ticket price $15 ($3 for students) at door or online at 
www.SalidaAspenConcerts.org

All concerts at Salida High School
26 Jones Avenue, Salida CO

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. - Performance begins at 7:30 p.m.

Whitewater 
rafting

Some of the most 
exciting activities in the area 
are the spectacular rafting 
trips offered on the Arkansas 
River by Independent 
Whitewater located just over 
Poncha Pass north of Crestone. 
You don’t have to be a thrill-seeker 
to enjoy rafting, because we’ve got trips 
for all difficulty levels and ages all summer long. 
July will offer the best flows for thrill-seekers and 
high water enthusiasts. There’s a reason we’re 
the valley’s number one choice for rafting on the 
Arkansas River. Join us for a great day of family 
fun. See us at www.independentrafting.com or call 
us at 1-800-428-1479.

Salida

Fun toys at 
Riverside Park July 4

Visit Kaleidoscope Toys in downtown Salida for all your summer 
adventures. We have lots of fun and unique outdoor toys to take to the park 
or river. Look for our booth in Riverside Park on July 4 for sweet treats and 

light-up toys. Join our email list, like 
us on Facebook or check our web-
site (kaltoys.com) for details about 
sales and events throughout the 
summer.

Gallery 150
Gallery 150 artists are a 

diverse group, at once local 
and from around the country. 
Our main categories are con-
temporary hand-made jew-
elry; wall art, which includes 
paintings, pastels and mixed 
media; ceramics and pottery; 
small table sculpture; fine stu-
dio furniture; and lots of glass 
art. The jewelry you will find at 
Gallery 150 is as varied as the 
Colorado weather. We have 

original studio jewelry from $22 to $20 thousand. Jerry Scavezze and Toni 
Tischer hand-forge gold and silver into wonderfully classic heirloom designs, 
using a technique called Anticlastic Raising. On special occasions we bring 
in guest artists, fabulous masters who graciously consent to share their 
work with us for limited engagements. Please watch our website for those 
announcements: gallery150.com.

Salida Studio Tour 
The 2015 Salida Studio Tour is a bi-annual event showcasing 15 of 

some of the finest artists and craftspeople in Salida in 13 studios on August 
8th, 10am-6pm and August 9th, 10am-2pm.  The artists welcome the public 
by opening their studios to share the hands-on techniques of their work, 
and their work will be available to purchase as well.  Art in all forms: paint-
ings, wood, metal, mixed media, fiber art, photography and more.  Visit 
www.SalidaStudioTour.weebly.com to view artists and tour map.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.independentrafting.com
http://www.RaftSalida.com
http://www.SalidaAspenConcerts.org
http://www.SalidaStudioTour.weebly.com
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Saguache County Museum
A lovely exhibit in the Indian Spanish Room at the Saguache County 

Museum is centered around an 1860 painting titled “La Providencia 
Divina”.  The painting is on tin, by Ramir, and was once owned 

by a Spanish ambassador to Russia.  This was a gift of 
Mrs. Helen Kempner.  The gold Mexican bubble glass 

totals 17 pieces and was donated by Mrs. John Woodard.  
The black lace mantilla belonged to Elaine Woodard’s 

grandmother, Dr. Mae Gillette Smith.  On the left is a saltil-
lo serape, multi-colored with white fringe, donated by Mrs. 
Hazel Coleman.  On the far left, is an orange and blue Indian 

dance shawl with blue fringe, a gift of Marvelle Cina. 

Saguache’s♥

719.655.6411

4th Street
Diner  & Bakery

Pies! WiFi!

4th Street Diner & Bakery
As you walk into the diner the aroma of fresh bread and baked 

goods fills the air. Six years ago we embarked on our dream of opening 
a diner and improving downtown Saguache.  Since then pies, cookies, 
scones and muffins always fill the bakery case. Open 7 days a week from 
7am-3pm we offer a full breakfast/lunch menu. We serve local foods such 
as our blue range burger. Smiles, laughs, and chatter fill the dining room 
every Wednesday night. From 6-8pm we host a community soup kitchen. 
So if you're looking for a pie, breakfast, lunch, or just a good cup of coffee 
the 4th Street Diner and Bakery has you covered.

Don’t Miss a Trip to The 

Saguache County Museum
on Hwy 285 in Saguache 

Open daily: May 24 through mid-September
9am to 4pm

Open for special groups until mid-October

  Admission $5.00 adults- children 12 and under $1.00

Saguache

First-Run Movies & Foreign Films

401 4th Street Saguache, CO

Movie Hotline 719-221-4159

Cozy Castle Cinema

SMITH MARKET GALLERY
Saguache, Colorado

Byron Williams, Prop.
Art & Fine Craft – Collectibles
Antlers Bought, Sold, Traded

301 5th Street (corner of 5th & Denver)

719-655-0155 www.artgourdsbybyron.com

Summer days at the  
Smith Market 

Gallery
You are cordial-

ly invited to visit the 
Smith Market Gallery.  
The last few months 
have been very pro-
ductive. Owner Byron 

Williams has a beauti-
ful “fresh” collection of 

intricately designed gourds 
and baskets, many with ant-

ler embellishments or handles. We 
have added to our interesting collection of western 
decorating items, which includes saddles and other vintage horse-related 
items, and tobacciana of all types.   You might even find an already-broken-
in pair of cowboy boots to make your western outfit complete.  If you are 
looking for antlers to decorate your house or garden, be sure to stop in and 
see our selection

Additionally, the well-known SLV artist, Yvonne Halburian, continues to 
amaze us with her ability to capture the clarity and beauty of the valley in her 
watercolors.  We are privileged to have in stock prints of Yvonne’s famous maps 
of the valley’s rock art and the Old Spanish Trail.  We are also featuring some 
recent work by the wood artist, Slim Wolfe.  His furniture is both creative and 
functional.

We look forward to your visit, but suggest you call to ensure we are 
open, 719-655-0155.

The Cozy Castle 
Cinema

The Cozy Castle 
Cinema, located at 403 
4th Street in downtown 
Saguache, operates year 
round showing first-run 

movies and foreign films. 
First-run movies are shown 

every weekend. All showtimes are 
Friday 7pm, Saturday 4pm and 7pm, 

and Sunday 7pm. 
In addition to first-run movies, the cinema also showcases foreign films the 

first Thursday of every month starting at 7pm. Ticket prices are $7 for all ages; chil-
dren 3 and under are free. Cozy Castle Cinema features an all-digital cinema, 
amazing DTS 7.1 surround sound, all carpeted floors, high back rocker 
chairs, extended leg room, and a fully stocked concession stand. All this 
plus a warm, inviting, cozy atmosphere.

Cozy Castle Cinema owners, Scott and Pearl Alexander, welcome 
you to experience a movie with us. Come by the cinema, sit back and 
enjoy the show. You won’t be disappointed.

For feature film and showtime information, call the movie hotline at 
719-221-4159. Hope to see you here!

SALIDA
2015

STUDIO
TOUR

Aug 8 - 10am - 6pm
Aug 9 - 10am - 2pm 
15 Artists / 13 Studios

Watch the Artists at Work
Visit Website for Info:

www.salidastudiotour.weebly.com

Watch the Artists at Work
Paintings: oils, acrylics, pastels,

watercolors, encaustics, drawings,
mixed media; collage metal art,
wood, clay, sculpture, fiber art

http://www.artgourdsbybyron.com
http://www.salidastudiotour.weebly.com
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ENCAUSTIC WORKSHOPS
ALL SUMMER!

Stephen Futral aka Ish 719.256.4848 | stephenfutral@fairpoint.net
 

OFFERED AT FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS WITH ISH
Classes include supplies 

Can be one on one or with others
Two hour increments are offered Fridays & Saturdays 1-3pm

Call or Email for Location and Pricing

E3 KFM Summer 2015 
Program Schedule

July 5 thru 10
ElementsCamp for Kids 
– Ages 7 to 12, 13 & up

August 17 thru 22
High Elevation ElementsCamp 

for Kids 
– Ages 13 & up

August 24 thru 30
High Elevation PranaCamp 

– Ages 18 & up

PranaCamp  
Gateway to 

Life Force Awareness 
PranaCamp

elementscamp1@gmail.com
pranacamp@gmail.com

ElementsCamp for kids
E3 KFM is offering the third annu-

al ElementsCamp for Kids at Manitou 
Camp July 5-10. This year the pro-
gram theme is “Awakening the 
Natural Genius.” This program 
brings together the best of past 
elemental programs with the 
work of Fröebel. This union of 
programs helps the kids find 
their own inner openness, and 
then connect it with their own natu-
ral awareness. This combination can 
then evolve as they grow up, blossom-
ing some day into elemental wisdom. E3 KFM 
will also be offering a high elevation ElementsCamp for 
Kids mountain backpacking adventure in August for ages 13 and up. ele-
mentscamp1@gmail.com.

Crestone Encaustic  
painting workshops

I learned encaustics as an accident while living at Ein 
Hod Art Colony in Israel. There was no electricity and to 

paint at night I used candles. After knocking them over 
a few times and throwing out my paintings I decided 
to pour the wax onto the paper with gouache and 
india ink and crayons. When I brought my portfolio to 

various NYC art schools I was told I worked in encaus-
tics. I said you mean there’s a name to my mistakes? I 

continued painting with encaustic for several years and re-
enlivened it in the past five years, teaching at the local middle 

school and the HS mentorship program. I’ve also offered it as a 
two-hour workshop at my studio. I’ve gone to four art schools in Israel 

and NYC, taught myself jewelry, did a Utica Club beer commercial with Bert 
Stern, decaled a Rolls Royce with Peter Max and was the assistant art director 
for Martin Scorsese. 

 Crestone’s 
Venue & Café

Weekly Music Shows
Live Entertainment

Local Events

7.3.2015
Jah Kings

-Funky Reggae-

7.4.2015
Trubelos
-Americana- 

7.24.2015
Cloacas

-Tiny Mountain Orchestra-

The Cloud Station
WWW.ELEPHANTCLOUDMARKET.COM

Cloud Station music venue & café 
The Cloud Station is the only venue in town to see world class live performances every 

week. Check out Crestone Cloud Station on Facebook to see more performances in July. 
The Cloud Station is located next to the Elephant Cloud Market and serves coffee, tea, 

breakfast and lunch 7:30am-3:30pm every day. July 3rd features Seven Day Records artist 
Alexander Kofi with Jah Kings. Jah Kings is described as funky-reggae which explores blue-
grass, soul, jazz, and rock through a roots reggae basis. On July 4th, The Trubelos are best 
described as an ‘American Music’ band, mixing original and cover songs that 
appeal to a wide range of audiences. On July 24th Cloacas will combine 

just about any kind of music their acoustic instruments can achieve 
to create ethereal indie-folk tunes rife with stylistic subtleties and 

genre-defying aplomb.

Crestone Artisan’s Gallery
Please visit us and see just what a 

friendly and creative community Crestone 
is! Crestone Artisans Gallery will be 
open Wednesday through Monday 
from 10 to 5.  Come by and meet 
artists, enjoy the ever changing 
displays of local talent (find 
those special one-of a-kind 
birthday, anniversary, and 
Christmas presents. Its never 
too early!) The gallery rep-
resents over 24 local artists 
and craftspersons showing 
works in many media includ-
ing paintings in oil, acrylic & 
watercolor as well as prints; 
jewelry; glass; leather work 
including hand made shoulder 
bags; pottery; hand-turned 
wood; furniture; textiles; 
sculpture; wind chimes; and 
photography. We have new 
members who are jewel-
ers and painters showing 
this summer. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to meet the artists!

CheCk us out on FaCebook at 
CrestonartisanGallery and our web paGe 

CrestoneartisansGallery.orG

CRESTONE ARTISANS GALLERY

Gallery:
10am-5pm 

Wednesday-Monday
Closed Tuesday

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena  
in Downtown Crestone

719-256-5280

Crestone Artisans Gallery
represents 24 local artists

& craftspersons
Thank You for shopping locally!

Come on 
downtown to 
the Saturday 

Market 
Downtown Saturday Market on Silver Street is your Saturday morning des-

tination location for music, food, plant starts, eggs, cheese, veggies, home made 
sauces, jams jellies, mouthwatering pastries, lemonade, cookies, herbs, jewelry, 

cosmetics and much more. There’s something for everyone, and a big part of 
the fun of the Market is that beside your favorite regulars, there’s often one-time 

venders with garage sale items or travellers from afar passing through with exotic 
wares. You never know what will be there, so be there: 10-3 Saturday mornings. 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:stephenfutral@fairpoint.net
mailto:elementscamp1@gmail.com
mailto:pranacamp@gmail.com
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BOARDING ~ LESSONS ~ TRAIL RIDES

(719) 256-6200

Come visit the:
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 

& 
Maha Lakshmi Gift Shop!

Temple open all day/ Aarati 7 AM & 6 PM / Gift shop open 10-5 daily
719-256-4108 (see some shop items below)

www.babajiashram.org

Biodynamic  
body-work

Refresh your senses 
this summer with a relax-
ing and rejuvenating 
Biodynamic Craniosacral 
treatment from Amulya Dawn 
Beechwood of Illuminated 
Therapies.  Biodynamic 
Craniosacral Therapy works with 
your body’s inherent healing wisdom by 
listening to the rhythm of the cerebrospinal fluid and 
inviting flow and balance to the entire central nervous 
system.  Benefits of Craniosacral Therapy could include 
a deep sense of relaxation, a healthier immune system, 
relief from headache, TMJ syndrome, past injury or trauma, 
and an overall feeling of health and vitality. Amulya also 
offers pregnancy massage, can teach families to 
massage their infants, and loves working with 
infants using Craniosacral Therapy to give 
babies a harmonious start to life.  See illumi-
natedtherapies.com or call 719-256-4743 
for more information.

Visit the Haidakhandi  
Ashram & gift shop

The Haidakhandi Universal Ashram welcomes you to visit, sunrise 
to sunset. Our temple is home to the Divine 

Mother and Shri Babaji. Aarati (chanting) 
takes place at 7am and 6pm with a 

small fire ceremony each morning 
at 8am. Check the Eagle events 

for dates of our larger full and 
new moon fire ceremonies, 
which are at 10am. In addi-
tion to the temple, garden, 
greenhouse, and dorm, the 

Maha Lakshmi gift shop is 
open 10-5 daily. The shop car-

ries incense, shawls, oils, jewelry, 
prayer flags, singing bowls, books, 

clothing, puja items, art, keychains, 
magnets, and much more. Call 719-256-4108 

or go to our website at www.babajiashram.org or stop in with 
questions.

Horseback riding 
at the Baca Grande 

stables
Come visit 

the Baca Grande 
Stables. See the area 
on horseback or ride 
in our arena—Western 
and English riders of all 
ability levels are welcome. 
Our Summer Children’s Riding 
Program for kids aged 6-15 is com-
prised of a week of fun lessons.

Call or e-mail us to schedule 
a trail ride or lesson, or to arrange 
an overnight stay for you and your 
horse: 719-256-6200, info@baca-
grandestables.com.

Cho ku rei Ranch
Yak Tours

yak pelts, skulls, fiber, & leather

Hay & compost

(719) 256-4599
www.chokureiranch.com

Cho ku rei Ranch Yak Tours
You have to see a yak up close and personal 

to realize this is indeed a very special creature 
on the earth. 

Yaks are very engaging and alert. 
Our yak tours have become a popular 
attraction for agri-tourists and other 
guests of the ranch. Visitors are taken 
out on the ranch in our army troop car-

rier to see the yaks in their natural envi-
ronment. The carrier is open on 3 sides 

and is ideal for kids as well as adults.  Tours 
can be arranged most any day if we have ample 

notice. Tours are $10 for an adult; $5 for kids. Call 
1-719-256-4599 to reserve your tour.

Shangrilah Sanctuary
Crestone’s heart-core bed & breakfast 

We offer clean and simple accommodations, fresh chicken eggs, gar-
den greens as well as educational opportunities. We are at ease with life’s 
diversity and practice organic, GMO-free, permaculture-style living systems. 
We're excited about learning and sharing this example with folks who are 
interested. Our close location to alpine trailheads, the Baca Park/creek or 
town, connects you to the heart of this community! Beth & Nathan can offer 
music, postural alignment, bio-cooperation, communal living, permaculture 
design and aquaponics skills. Please join us! airbnb.com, shangrilahcolo-
rado.com, 256-4768, cell 719-588-1067

http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@baca-grandestables.com
mailto:info@baca-grandestables.com
mailto:info@baca-grandestables.com
http://www.chokureiranch.com
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fourteener to be climbed, a feat 
accomplished in 1916 by renowned 
mountaineers Albert Ellingwood 
and Eleanor Davis.  All five of these 
14,000’ peaks can be accessed more 
easily from the South Colony Lakes 
trail on the east side of the Sangres, 
but some hikers prefer the less used 
trails on the Crestone side of the 
group.  

The trails leading up into the 
Sangres are undeniably strenu-
ous—long, steep and epic, they’re 
out of reach for many people—but 
the Crestone area is also full of 
easier walks and strolls.  Whether 
along some of the Baca neighbor-

hood roads or out Liberty Road, 
there are easier trails providing a 
less challenging experience.  Lib-
erty Road, flanking the base of the 
Sangres, is a former road turned 
trail maintained by the Forest Ser-
vice.  Destinations along this wide, 
flat meandering trail include Dead-
man Creek, the former Duncan 
town site, and the cabins at the for-
mer Liberty town site.

Another easy Crestone area 
hike is the less-than-one-mile walk 
up to the local icon, the Ziggurat.  
Fashioned after an ancient As-
syrian prayer tower, the Ziggurat 
stands at the south end of the Baca, 
slightly elevated over the expanse of 
the San Luis Valley on gentle rolling 
curves of sand offering contempla-
tive views of the Sangres to the east.

Kristi Mountain Sports is the San Luis Valley’s 
specialist in human- and gravity-powered 

sports.  We stock only the best 
equipment to outfit all of your 

outdoor summer adventures!  
Bike, hike, pack, camp, 
climb, paddle, sandboard 
. . . we do it all.  Find all 
your maps and literature for 
local adventures including 

USGS quads, National Geo-
graphic Trails Illustrated Maps, 

GPS units and more.  Our full-
service bike repair shop is equipped 

for any repair your iron steed may need.  Try 
something different this summer—rent a sandboard or sand sled and go slide 
down the dunes! Family-owned and operated since 1969.

Hiking
continued from page C-1

Crestone area hiking trails
1. North Crestone Trail Difficulty: Strenuous

A classic Crestone hike following North Crestone Creek up to North Crestone 
Lake at 11,800’ aspen groves, evergreen forest, sweeping views of the San 
Luis Valley behind and below, wildflowers, alpine meadows, with a steep 
rocky finish to scramble up a bench while viewing a waterfall from the alpine 
lake above.
Total Distance: 12.0 miles to North Crestone Lake and back, 
Elevation Gain: 3,200’
Access: From Crestone head north on Alder, east on Mica, then north on 
71/Spillway Rd. following the signs to the North Crestone Campground.  
Continue to the top of the campground to the large parking area at the trail-
head.

2. South Crestone Trail Difficulty: Strenuous
A classic Crestone hike along South Crestone Creek through deep ever-
green forests, hillside meadows, aspen groves up to South Crestone Lake at 
11,800’, nestled between impressive 14,000’ mountain peaks.
Total Distance: 11.0 miles to South Crestone Lake and back, 
Elevation Gain: 2,900’
Access: From Crestone drive east on Galena, 2 miles up a dirt road that may 
require a 4WD vehicle. There is a large parking lot at the Trailhead, which also 
serves as the Trailhead for the Willow Lake Trail.

3. Willow Lake Trail Difficulty: Strenuous
The most popular Crestone hike, the Willow Lake trail passes through a 
meadow with valley views behind to the west before 1 mile of switchbacks 
and 1,000’ of elevation gain, dropping into Willow Park, a lush mesic mead-
ow, then another 1.5 miles, past a waterfall, there’s a bench with breathtaking 
views.  The lower lake is 0.5 miles further, and the upper lake is 1.5 miles 
beyond that.
Total Distance: 10.0 miles to Willow Lake and back, Elevation Gain: 2,600’
Access: From Crestone drive east on Galena, 2 miles up a dirt road that may 
require a 4WD vehicle. There is a large parking lot at the Trailhead, which also 
serves the South Crestone Trail.  Follow the South Crestone Trail for 200’ 
then turn right onto the Willow Lake Trail and cross over to the south side of 
the creek.
Option: Continue 2.0 miles from Willow Lake to the summit of Challenger 
Point (14,080’) and then another 0.6 miles up to the summit of Kit Carson 
Mountain (14,165’).  5.2 miles round trip from Willow Lake, strenuous, 
requires nontechnical rock climbing skills and possibly an ice axe.

4. Cottonwood Creek Trail Difficulty: Strenuous
Distance: 12.0 miles to Milwaukee Pass and back, Elevation Gain: 5,000’
Access: From Crestone head south through the Baca on Camino Baca 
Grande, veer left onto Dream Way, park past the road to the water tank.  The 
Cottonwood Creek trail access is through private land; please be courteous 
and park as instructed.
Option: After 3.6 miles on the main trail veer left onto the Cottonwood 
Lake spur trail and climb up to Crestone Peak (14,294’) or Crestone Needle 
(14,197’).  The climb to the peaks is technical over rock and may require a 
helmet and ice axe depending on conditions.

5. Ziggurat Difficulty:  Easy, relatively flat terrain, one small hill climb
Distance:  0.8 miles out and back, or 1.3 mile loop
Access:  From the Kiosk drive south 6.8 miles on Camino Baca Grande, turn 
right on Camino Real, left on Wagon Wheel, left on Camino del Rey, right on 
Carefree, left on Jubilant Way, right on Cordial Way, continue to the end of 
Cordial Way, park and walk 0.25 miles along the 4WD road then follow the 
trail on the left up to the top of the ridge and continue southwest along the 
top of the ridge to the Ziggurat. Return the same way, or walk southwest 
down the 4WD road, turning right down the sandy hill toward the northwest, 
then right (east) on the 4WD road to loop back to the starting point.

6. Liberty Road Difficulty: Easy, relatively flat terrain
Distance: 3.9 miles to Deadman Creek and back
Access: From the Kiosk drive south on Camino Baca Grande and follow the 
brown Forest Service “Liberty Road” signs to the Trailhead Parking Area.  
Drive south on Camino Baca Grande, turn right on Camino Real, left on 
Wagon Wheel, left on Camino del Rey, right on Camino Baca Grande, con-
tinue past Rarity Way to the Trailhead Parking Area.
Option: Continue 2.0 miles to the cabin at the former Duncan townsite: 7.92 
miles out and back.  Gradual elevation gain of 330’
Option:  Continue another 1.4 miles to the cabins at Liberty: 10.74 miles out 
and back.  Gradual elevation gain of 510’

Recommended reading: Hiking Colorado’s Sangre de Cristo Wilderness by 
Jason Moore.

Copies of the new Forest Service map can be purchased at the Saguache Ranger Station 
on CO 114 heading west out of Saguache.
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