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27 years serving the Northern San Luis Valley

Towering above the clouds, Crestone Peak coated in rime ice. Photo by Bill Ellzey, who will be holding his 17th Annual Art Show on Dec. 10 & 11. Please see story on page 8.

To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

How Saguache County voted: marijuana excise tax
approved, sales tax for law enforcement defeated
by Lisa Cyriacks
The law enforcement sales tax
proposition intended to build a new
jail and create funds to hire additional deputies in Saguache County failed 1,225 to 1,554, while the
marijuana excise tax passed 1,493
to 1,283.
Commissioners Jason Anderson and Ken Anderson, running unopposed for election, earned 1,920
and 1,925 votes respectively, out of
2,940 ballots cast.
The Secretary of State office reports that out of 4,458 registered voters in Saguache County,

2,940 ballots were cast resulting
in 65.95% turnout. By comparison, statewide voter turnout was
75.46% or 2,844,385 ballot cast out
of 3,769,418 registered voters.
Mirroring the State results,
Saguache County went overwhelmingly for Hillary Clinton (49.98%)
over Donald Trump (40.46%) with
271 votes (9.56%) cast for minor
party, unaffiliated and write-in candidates. The Clinton/Kaine ticket
won Colorado by 48.15%. Trump/
Pence earned 43.27%.
Likewise, Saguache County
supported Michael Bennet (D)

55.11% over Darryl Glen (R) 36.57%.
The margin was higher than the
statewide results of 49.97% for Bennet compared to 44.33% for Glenn.
Statewide people voted for the
status quo, sending incumbents
back to Congress—three Democrats
and four Republicans. Saguache
County voted for Gail Schwartz,
who ultimately lost to Scott Tipton, who went on to win statewide
54.55% to 40.42% for Schwartz. The
Libertarian candidate won 5.03% of
the total vote.
Larry Crowder, incumbent
continued on page 7

Public entities question County tax valuations
by Sandia Belgrade
The last meeting of November
had an outpouring of people representing various entities protesting
the latest tax valuation. While most
of those attending were questioning the process and accuracy, a few
made pointed accusations against
Peter Peterson, County Assessor,
and his findings. Debra Westra,
President of the Board of Directors
of the Northern Saguache Library
District, requested the meeting be-

cause the Library District is taking
a huge hit. Their assessed valuation
is the lowest in the history of the
District and will receive approximately $19,000 less this year, an
amount that severely impacts their
budget.
Taxable property
One of the key points was
that there has been a reduction in
taxable property and land value
has gone way down. Perhaps close
to half a million dollars. Over 120

lots in the Baca Grande subdivision
near Crestone were taken over by
the County (about $152,000 worth
of vacant lot tax) and loss of property taxes in the amount of $360,000
from SLV Rural Electric moving
equipment out of the county.
It was stated at the meeting
that properties are so heavily milled,
that many owners find it easier to
just let them go, especially in the
Baca, and the Baca determines a lot
continued on page 7

Winter solstice sunrise at Fajada Butte,
Chaco Canyon.


photo by archeoastronomer Kim Malville

See feature story on page B-1
on ancient observatories.
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Editor’s Notes
Call to action

As we head into the deep
winter I find solace in starry
skies. In the quiet of near zero
nights. In warm woodstoves and
the company of friends. As we
head into the holiday season, I
wish everyone a happy one.
Right now it can be hard
to find happiness. What is happening in our country causes me
grief and worry. Like millions of
other people, I’m stunned by the
election results. Stunned that
so many people could vote for a
man with no qualifications and a
temperament so ill-suited to be
Commander-in-Chief. That people of America would be drawn to
a relentless and dangerous rhetoric that will harm other Americans and even the world. I truly
thought we were all better and
smarter than that.
I understand some of the positions of Republican friends and
neighbors. As an independent at
heart, I do on occasion vote that
party for people I support. But
this, this I do not understand.
So what do we do now? The
moderates, liberals, environmentalists, people of color, LGBT people, scientists, educators, those
who wish to maintain social benefits, protect women, children,
religious and human rights,
those who wish to avoid war and
lessen climate disaster need to
step up. Really step up. Work
hard to stop even more environmental and habitat damage—as
our public lands may now see exploitation on a grand scale.
Call out racism, misogyny,
homophobia. Educate our young
people and support them as they
try to reclaim their world. Donate to organizations who fight
for causes you believe in. And
unite. Let us become an unstoppable force to protect the earth,
the water, the animals and each
other during these times.
This is a call to action.
—with hope,
Kizzen

The life of our library

Dear Editor,
If you can pause momentarily and imagine going back a few
years to ask yourself “what would
my life have been like as a child,
or a teenager, and now an adult
without the consistent comfort, educational enhancement, flirtations
in the stacks, or joy of finding the
one book to make your heart sing
and share with your best friends?”
What would it have been like without a place to hide away in silence
snuggling in an easy chair relishing your latest juicy novel or successfully completing an essay you
had been struggling to write with
the help of a friendly librarian?
A library may represent different things to different people
but several may stand out above
the rest. For me, it symbolizes a
rich beacon of opportunity to expand myself mentally, spiritually,
emotionally and have a really good
time in the process! It is the heart
and soul of my community full of
endless surprises, twists and turns
which usually lead to utter delight.
How can I place value on such
a treasure?
After attending the last community library meeting at the
Charter School, I realized that now
is my golden moment to share this
opportunity and give back to this
eternal institution that has lifted
me above the doldrums of daily life.
Through reading thrilling mystery
novels, watching Oscar award-winning DVDs, gossiping with friends,
printing out important computer
messages, I am the wealthiest person I know!
As you may have heard, our
wee library has outgrown itself
and is in dire need of a spacious,
lovely new home to accommodate
an increasingly diverse population
of all ages and cultures. And this,
dear friends, is where you come in
to save the day. A tentative architectural design has been drawn up
to support many wishes of our fine
community members; however, it is

Advent &
Christmas
love &
blessings
from Connie,
Eric & Suzie at
Nada Hermitage

www.crestoneeagle.com
still a work in progress. You are cordially invited to attend community
meetings and share your ideas, energy, and money to move this project off the drawing board into the
purchase of property, building formation and completion. The library
needs your expertise and so does
this community. Don’t let us down.
For further information please contact Sarah at 719-655-2551.
Thank you!
Susan Sawyer

Thankfulness
to Elaine & Matt

Dear Editor,
A small family in our community recently went through a
tragic event, the loss of a child.
Once again, Elaine and Matt Johnson of the Mercantile came through
and donated holiday food for them.
With all the terrible things happening in the larger world, such an
expression of love and caring is the
glue that holds our community together.
From our hearts to yours, we
thank you.
Sincerely,
Sandia Belgrade, Michelle
and others in Casita Park

Help Crestone Mobile
Veterinary Service
help animals in need

Dear Editor,
Crestone Mobile Veterinary
Service has enrolled in the American Veterinary Medical Foundation’s Veterinary Care Charitable Fund, a program created by
the American Veterinary Medical
Foundation (AVMF) to support
veterinarians in offering low or nocost services to clients facing extraordinary hardships, as well as a
way to support abandoned animals
and those rescued from abuse and
neglect. The AVMF is the charitable arm of the American Veterinary
Medical Association, one of the oldest and largest veterinary medical
organizations in the world. For
more than 50 years, the Foundation has been helping veterinarians help animals.
Crestone Mobile Veterinary
Service donates a considerable
amount of services and supplies
to help animals in our community
throughout the year. As a partici-

pant in the AVMF Veterinary Care
Charitable Fund, it will be able to
continue to provide charitable care
to those in need, including clients
with financial hardships, low income senior citizens and rescued
domesticated animals.
I would like to encourage
anyone who would like to help to
make tax-deductible charitable
contributions to the AVMF Veterinary Care Charitable Fund in the
name of Crestone Mobile Veterinary Service. Online donations can
be made by clicking the “Donate”
button at the bottom of the page
at CrestoneMobileVet.com or at
AVMF.org/CARE—be sure to select
Crestone Mobile Veterinary Service when making your donation.
Checks, payable to the American
Veterinary Medical Foundation,
can be mailed to AVMF, 1931 N.
Meacham, Schaumburg, IL 60173,
Memo: Crestone Mobile Veterinary
Service
All gifts are greatly appreciated. Any contribution, no matter
how small, will make a big difference in the life of a pet in need.
Many thanks from myself and all of
the pets and owners that this fund
will help!
Linda M Behrns, DVM

Acting local—
for the environment

Dear Editor,
We are all feeling genuine distress regarding the incoming Trump
Administration and are looking towards a few critical areas to maintain vigilance. When it comes to the
environment, these top concerns
include incremental privatization of
our public asset legacy, as in our beloved public lands (National Parks,
Forest Service, Bureau of Land
Management [BLM] and USFWS
Wildlife Refuges); the second is deregulation that will result in our
loss of vital environmental health/
public policy protections.
The San Luis Valley Ecosystem Council (SLVEC) started as
an ad-hoc group in the 1990s to
provide input into the Rio Grande
National Forest Management Plan
revision. At that time, it became
abundantly clear, with 3.1 million
acres of public lands that surround
the magnificent San Luis Valley,
that a local public lands advocacy
organization was needed. We incorporated in 1998.

Happy Holidays
from Saguache County
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I’ll continue to serve

My neighbors:
I wanted to take a moment to
thank you for allowing me to continue to serve Saguache County
as your District 1 Commissioner.
The learning curve for the first
	
  
four years has been steep and the
job is always changing. At this
	
  
time I can confidently
report that
I do not have it all figured out, but
will continue to work on it. I am
also confident the current Board
of Commissioners will continue to
work toward the goals of supporting communities so that individuals and families can have a living
wage, strong representation on the
state and federal level, continued
accessibility to local government,

Happy Holidays from
Gracie’s Farmstead
May your season be
filled with light, love
& happiness

and most important, a county and
region that is highly self-sufficient.
We have some clear challenges in
our county at this time with providing basic services on an extremely
narrow budget. Although it is a
common struggle in the rural west
for counties like ours that are dominated by public lands, we will look
to the opportunities the northern
San Luis Valley provides. It is important that we all remember that
our communities are both far-flung
and culturally varied, and no single
view reflects the entire county. We
need to continue to find common
ground to thrive. I am fortunate to
work on a good board that reflects
all these views and will continue to
serve to the best of my abilities.
In service,
Jason Anderson, Commissioner District 1, Saguache County

Response to Westwind’s
analysis of the POA

Dear Editor,
The “Community and Organizational Analysis” performed for
the Baca Grande Board of Directors is a detailed blueprint for the
complete re-ordering of the Property Owners Assn. The study reads
as an independently objective, experience-based, fair-minded, and
positively focused delineation of
specific steps in all critical areas of
function, that if adopted as a Strategic Plan by the current Board
would have the potential to draw
support from a significant number
of residents in the community who

Freedman Cooper-Tibbs

November 17, 2016
On the day of November 17, 2016, the body of baby
Freedman Cooper-Tibbs was
laid to rest with the ancestors.
Freedman’s spirit walks, plays
and flies.
Freedman leaves behind a
loving family: mother, Gretchen
Emily Cooper; father, Calvin
Anthony Tibbs; sisters Grace
Olson, Lily Olson, Gianna
Cooper and Naima Cooper.
Freedman passed in his
eighth month in the womb.
May Freedman’s passing
remind us of the miracle of creation and our divine birthright,
freedom.
We love you so much, baby.
Calvin Tibbs

have longed for the kind of coherent
direction outlined in this report.
Many thanks to the Board of
Directors for commissioning this
study, and to Westwind Management for their thoughtful and extremely useful contribution to the
Baca community. To the extent
these recommendations are implemented with sensitivity and compassion by the current and future
Boards, to that extent can the soul
of the community begin to heal.
Sincerely,
Burt Wadman
(Editor’s note: Our ace POA
reporter is basking on the beach.
We hope to have a report about this
report for the January issue.)

Addante Chiropractic, PC

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

Send an Eagle home
for Christmas!
www.crestoneeagle.com

A subscription to
The Crestone Eagle
makes a wonderful gift!

f
f

f

719.256.4956
crestoneeagle.com/subscribe

Since then, the list of SLVEC
accomplishments continues to grow,
including development of Roadless
Inventory research on Forest Service and BLM lands (2001-2006) to
legally challenging and preventing
over the last decade, oil and gas
leasing and exploratory drilling to
occur (2006-2016). This vigilance
requires committed leadership and
an everyday focus on engaging the
public through the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
uniting citizens to participate in
that process.
This coming year, SLVEC will
continue to engage citizens with
our three public lands priorities:
1) The Rio Grande National
Forest Management Plan revisionmaking recommendations to protect some of the wildest and most
remote forest left in the lower 48
states by submitting a Conservation Alternative, highlighting landscape-level wildlife corridors.
2) Solid Waste Management/
Recycling Regional Plan for the
San Luis Valley—A study is needed
that identifies gaps and current
players who will then participate in
defining future roles and strategies
that will obtain a fully-connected
solid waste/recycling system.
3) Preventing the “Village
at Wolf Creek” development, near
the Continental Divide and within
prime lynx habitat, from moving
forward. SLVEC started challenging this horrendous idea back in
the late ‘90s. Almost 1,800 condo
units are proposed next to the
Wolf Creek Ski Area. Now after 20
years, it has made its way into Federal District Court.
SLVEC is inviting you to become a member. It’s easy. Go to www.
slvec.org, click donate, upper left
corner. You can also mail a check to:
SLVEC, PO Box 223, Alamosa, CO
81101. Call us if you would like to
volunteer. 719-589-1518.
Sincerely,
Chris Canaly, Director
San Luis Valley Ecosystem
Council info@slvec.org

This gift lasts the whole year.
SEASONS GREETINGS

The	
  Board	
  of	
  Directors	
  and	
  Staff	
  of	
  the	
  Baca	
  Grande	
  
Water	
  and	
  Sanitation	
  District	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  take	
  this	
  
opportunity	
  to	
  say	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  allowing	
  us	
  to	
  serve	
  
you	
  in	
  2016.	
  	
  
We	
  wish	
  you	
  and	
  yours	
  a	
  most	
  joyous	
  holiday	
  
season	
  and	
  a	
  prosperous	
  New	
  Year.	
  

Christmas	
  and	
  New	
  Year	
  Holiday	
  Office	
  Hours	
  

The	
  District	
  office	
  will	
  be	
  closed	
  Friday	
  and	
  Monday	
  

December	
  23	
  &	
  26	
  and	
  again	
  December	
  30	
  &	
  January	
  2.	
  

District	
  personnel	
  will	
  be	
  on-‐call	
  throughout	
  the	
  holiday	
  season	
  
to	
  respond	
  to	
  any	
  emergencies.	
  You	
  can	
  reach	
  us,	
  night	
  or	
  day,	
  at	
  
(719)	
  256-‐4310	
  

Daniel O’Brien Walsh Jr.

Dec. 3, 1958 - Oct. 26, 2016
Daniel “Clancy” Walsh,
57, passed away gracefully
on October 26, 2016 in San
Anselmo, CA. Born in Nevada
on December 3, 1958, Clancy
lived all across the United
States with his military family
until settling in Redlands, California, at age 17. Clancy nurtured his family relationships
as the eldest of 6 siblings. As a
young man, he started a housepainting business. At age 29,
Clancy became a dedicated father. While raising his beloved
daughter, Katie, he went back
to college to become a teacher
at Cal State San Bernardino.
Clancy found his “calling”
caring for generations of young
children in his primary classrooms, where he taught for 20
years. He taught in Yucaipa,
San Lorenzo, and Sausalito,
California. He found his deepest satisfaction teaching at the
Crestone Charter School for 7
years, an opportunity that enabled him to teach to the whole
child. He was known for his
tenderness in guiding young
children.
Clancy was an avid sports
fan his whole life. He was a
talented tennis player. He was
also a lifelong meditator and
made spirituality his central
focus.
Clancy met his beloved
wife, Jennifer, in 2006 in California. Together, they moved to
Crestone in 2007 to live a selfsufficient lifestyle. They both
taught at the Crestone Charter
School until 2015 when they
returned to the Bay Area. On
March 1 of 2016, Clancy discovered that he had stage 4 melanoma. He and his wife tried a
wide range of healing modalities, both conventional and alternative, which prolonged his
life. They were grateful that
Clancy had seven months of
quality time to visit friends,
family, and favorite places.
Clancy had a particularly
peaceful passing. He was in
hospice for just 8 days, surrounded by his wife, daughter,
and siblings. As he withdrew
deeply inside, many blessings
were offered to him. On the day
of his passing, Gyuto monks
chanted to help guide him to
the Light.
Thank you to the many
people from the Crestone community who sent prayers,
cards, flowers, contributions to
medical expenses. Clancy died
with fond memories of you and
a confidence that he would be
flying home to his Source.

Page 4 • The Crestone Eagle • December, 2016

Get smart on Smart Meters, Part V
by Lonnie Nichols
As most everyone knows by
now, the SLVREC revised its “opt
out” policy, and it is now offering a
“budget billing” policy. The Eagle
posted that policy last month, but
just in case you missed it here are
the main bullet points:
Budget Billing for opting
out (of Smart Meter)
SLVREC will read the meter 2
times a year, with a $25 charge per
read ($50/yr).
To accomplish this, the individual must have 12 months of history at the location.
If usage changes, SLVREC
will adjust the amount at 6 months,
and at 12 months member will either receive a credit or pay if there
is money owing.
Member must have a $0.00
balance to go on “Budget Billing”.
The key element in Budget
Billing for most of us would be the
$50/year charge, a significant decrease from $25/month, which was
previously stated. It’s not too late
to get your new meter removed;
however, the charge to put in a
“non-RF” meter is $100. Simply
give SLVREC a call.
Thanks to our small team for
this “relative victory”—we went
from the position of “no opt out”
(June 30, from CEO Loren Howard),
to an “opt out for $25/month” (August 30, Board meeting), and eventually receiving the “Budget Billing
option” (October mail out), as stated
above. These phases occurred over a
period of only 4 months. This took
perseverance and working hard
with the Board at the SLVREC.
Thanks to the Crestone Town Council as well, as they wrote SLVREC a
direct letter to stop installation until
further research can be performed.
This letter, I’m sure, carried significant weight on the decision on the
Budget Billing. I would guess 95%
of our community supported our efforts. Imagine taking this task on
in a larger city, where apathy runs
rampant! We, the community, did it.
On a different note, everyone
can and should take an inventory
of what they are sensing in their

bodies, brains, and emotions, both
before and after the installation—
even those opting out. In terms
of tangible evidence and possible
symptoms, the following areas of
your life should be at least monitored for any changes: fatigue,
insomnia,
concentration
ability, headaches, agitation, dizziness,
and ringing in the ears. Our current (as of November 1), ambient
levels of RF in the community are
extremely low, but that is about to
change. Many people will probably
notice a difference, while many may
not. Regardless, the RF is affecting
each of us in some ways, depending
mostly on the distance one is from
the meter. As far as the fire risks go,
if you have a smart meter installed
(did not opt out), it is strongly encouraged that you mitigate the risk
by clearing the area around your
meter at least 6’-8’ feet in all directions. This mitigating could save us
from a disastrous situation.
In closing this final commentary on the subject, there are a couple final points:
1) Since the averaging is
over a 6-month period, your current, “fixed” rate might go up in
the next 6-month “re-read”. Don’t
be alarmed, as the winter usage is
usually higher—it will go down in
6 more months. I say that because
many will assume the SLVREC is
raising its rate. One must look at
the average over the entire year.
2) If you did not opt out for
any reason, the smart meter can
be filtered from the radiant (atmospheric) RF. These filters are in the
$150 range and can be found online
or contact Dorje Root at 937-7786.
She can provide you some quotes.
I hope this helps bring everyone up to date. I’ll be moving on to
other projects for now, and thanks
for reading! Happy Holidays!
Note: there is a group of concerned citizens now meeting each
Thursday at the little church downtown to discuss the dangers of WiFi in the school(s). They meet at
10am, and of course, it’s open to
anyone interested in supporting
that effort.

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

❖ Emergencies Welcome
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

www.crestoneeagle.com

End of October accidents kill two
by Mary Lowers
According to the Colorado
State Patrol (CSP) two accidents,
one on October 28 and one on October 31, resulted in the deaths of a
pedestrian and a motorist. At about
10pm on the night of October 28
the CSP responded to an accident
in unincorporated Alamosa County on County Road (CR) 109 just
south of CR12. A 2003 Chevy pickup driving along CR109 swerved to
avoid a flatbed trailer parked in the
road. The pickup driven by Clinton Travis, 47, of Manassas then
struck pedestrian Bridgette Nutt,
61, of Alamosa who had been walking along the road.
Nutt was transported from the
crash to San Luis Valley Regional
Medical Center in Alamosa where
she was pronounced dead by Alamosa Coroner Robert Alejo. Travis,
the driver of the pickup, was unhurt
and not cited at the scene.
On Oct 31 at around 5:30pm a
three-vehicle accident on Hwy 160
west of Alamosa resulted in the
death of Joshua Stephen Morales,
33 of Aurora. Morales, who was at
the wheel of a 2008 Mazda III, was
westbound on Hwy. 160 attempting to pass a 2013 Kenworth semi
truck pulling a gas tanker driven
by Travis Miller, 45, of Alamosa.
When the Mazda pulled into
the eastbound lane to pass the semi
he discovered there was oncoming
traffic. Attempting to avoid colli-

Saguache County crime report
by Mary Lowers
Seems that every year as the
cold hard days of winter begin to
creep across the valley, people get
meaner, more desperate and highly likely to make poor decisions.
The bookings into the Saguache
County Jail this month seem to
support this theory. Lots of speeding tickets were issued, restraining orders ignored, Driving Under
the Influence (DUI) of drugs or
alcohol charges, and domestic violence incidents.
A Center man, 47, was
jailed with $1000 bail listed for
violation of a restraining order.
A Saguache man, 43, was jailed
on violation of a restraining order with $1000 bail listed. A Villa Grove man, 38, was jailed on
charges including third degree
assault and domestic violence
with no bail amount listed. A

Increase your Vitality and Joy!
PRIVATE Yoga Instruction
WEEKLY Group Classes
MONTHLY Workshops

prepared and delivered in one appointment
All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Modern Technology
Digital X-Rays

Center man, 33, was taken in on
DUI charges, failure to stop, and
driving without a valid license.
His bail was set at $500. A man
from Salida, 42, went to jail in
Saguache for driving while his
license was under restraint and
his bail is listed at $500.
A Moffat woman, 29, was
taken into custody on Fugitive
from Justice charges with bail at
$2,500. A Center man, 27, went
to jail on two Failure to Appear
charges and a felony charge of
Criminal Impersonation. His bail
listed at $3,500.
A Saguache woman, 29, was
held on $20,000 bail on charges
including third degree Assault,
Robbery, and Criminal Mischief. A
Center man, 38, was jailed on the
same three charges and booked
into jail on the same day. His bail
was listed at $5000.

YOUR OWN YOGA

Permanent Crowns

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

sion, Morales steered his car back
into the westbound lane in front of
the Kenworth. Morales then lost
control of his car, which proceeded to
rotate clockwise into the westbound
lane and then counterclockwise.
The Mazda slid onto the eastbound
lane and landed on the shoulder of
the highway on the south. Richard
Frank Douglas, 45, from Parker,
was driving in the eastbound direction on Hwy. 160 in his 2014 Ford
F150 pickup. He struck the passenger side of the Mazda.
The car then rotated 180° and
came to rest on its wheels facing
north. The motor of the Mazda separated from the car and travelled
into the westbound lane where it
collided with the gas trailer being
pulled by the semi. After colliding
with the car the Ford F150 travelled to the south side of the road
facing north.
The driver of the Mazda and
the Ford F150 were transported to
Rio Grande Hospital in Del Norte.
Morales was pronounced dead at
the hospital by Rio Grande County
Coroner, Rusty Strohmayer. Richard Douglas, the driver of the pickup, was flown to facilities on the
eastern slope with life-threatening
injuries. The semi driver was not
injured in the crash. Hwy. 160 was
closed for hours as the CSP and SLV
Hazardous Materials Team worked
to safely offload the gas tanker.

Jyoti Linda Stuart
Master Teacher
E-RYT 500
20+ Years
experience

Call/Text Jyoti 310-924-9223
email: jyoti@yourownyoga.com
Complete info online: www.yourownyoga.com

20% off Holiday Gift Certificates!
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by Allyson Ransom,
Town of Crestone Clerk
This town that I have come to
love and call home has had a most
productive year. We successfully
completed a municipal election in
April, followed by the completion of
several improvements and projects
around town. In the last year and a
half since I moved here and began
working for the Town, I have noticed an increase in growth and activity both here in our small office,
in other businesses, and around
town in general. Amid the bustle,
the Town is grateful for the loyal
local businesses who have provided
amenities for our citizens; and to
Baca friends and visitors; and to
the new businesses that have each
become part of the community and
offer so much. We sincerely thank
you, one and all, while wishing all
Crestonians a lovely winter and
holiday season.
The following was included
during the November 14 Board of
Trustees meeting:
• The 2017 budget was discussed and will be ready to be approved at a special Board meeting
on November 29.
• A motion to approve the
Town of Crestone Organizational
Chart, recently updated to reflect
employee changes made in 2016.
• Architect Burt Wadman
presented an informative slide
show with detailed maps on the
Crestone loop of the Master Trail
Plan. Crestone’s section of trails
would connect to proposed BLM/
USFS trails to the north, and from
the southwest to proposed extended
trails from the Baca Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center. This is part of
long-term trail network project for
the eastern San Luis Valley, funded
by State grants.
• The Plaza at Little Pearl
Park: the chalk box that residents
had previously installed was temporarily removed and plans are commencing to move it further down the
fence and build a chalk art wall, so

artists of any age may continue to create on vertical space instead of using
the stone mosaic and walls around
the seating area at the plaza. The
Board discussed ideas and the need
for creative space with Nina Gonzalez, who attended the Board meeting.
Besides chalk, sharpie markers and
oil crayons have been used on the
newly grant-funded mosaic installation, so creating an art wall appears
to be a positive solution.
Other news
• The new secure payment
drop slot for after-hour payments
and correspondence has been getting a lot of use. Look for the narrow
cream- colored box with an envelope
slot right beside the Town Hall front
door at 108 W. Galena Ave.
• As a reminder, official posting sites for the Crestone Board of
Trustees and Planning Commission meetings are the locked bulletin boards next to the front door
of Town Hall and in the US Post
Office; the law requires a minimum
of 24 hours public posting before a
meeting.
• Regular Board meetings
are held on the second Monday of
each month from 1:30-6pm; Planning Commission meetings are the
first Monday from 6-8pm.
While there is always allotted
time for public comments, if you
would like to present an item to the
Board it is important that all requests and materials be submitted
to the Clerk one week in advance
in person, or via email to crestoneclerk@fairpoint.net; otherwise, the
item may have to be on the next
month’s agenda.
• Board members may be
contacted by email, and their government email addresses may be
found on the website, or feel free
to come into Town Hall to leave a
message.
• Town Hall has a Colorado
Certified Notary Public available
during regular office hours from
9am-1pm, Mondays-Fridays. The
cost to notarize each signature is

Our “Thanksgiving snowstorm,” early morning in Crestone, Sunday, Nov. 27. Photo by
Donna Gohr, who braved the icy roads for a cup of coffee.

$5 as per the Colorado Secretary of
State Guidelines. Please remember
to present a current and valid ID.
Copying and faxing documents is another service the Town
Hall office provides.
• If anyone has witnessed
animal abuse, neglected or aban-

doned animals, please inform
the Colorado Humane Agency at
1-800-249-5121. They cover Saguache County and its towns. You
may also report online at: http://
coloradohumane.org/report-animal-cruelty/animal-cruelty-report-form.

Happy Holidays
From all of us at
the Town of Crestone
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to shop mainly in Alamosa where
they pay a 7% sales tax.
Sheriff ’s report
At this time Dan Warwick has 22 inmates housed
in the jail, which is the
second oldest jail in the
state. Bed space is
not adequate and he
has entered into an
agreement with Chaffee County to house
inmates. He is driving a used vehicle and making do with what he
has. The County will have to find
another way to fund law enforcement and a new justice center.

Saguache
County
		 News
by Sandia Belgrade
Excise tax passes
The official report filed with
the Colorado Secretary of State
confirmed that voters approved ballot issue 1A. 1,427 votes were cast
in favor of the measure and 1,224
were against. The excise tax of 5%,
known informally as the marijuana
tax, will allow Saguache County
to collect revenue on the first sale
or transfer of unprocessed retail
marijuana by a retail marijuana
cultivation facility located within
Saguache County. The revenue
stream from the tax, which could
amount to $300,000, will be used
at the discretion of the Saguache
County Commissioners. The new
revenue stream will be used toward such projects as youth services, Land Use code enforcement and
various County infrastructures.
However 1B, an increase of
1% sales tax, was defeated. The
logic is hard to see. Residents
have requested more police protection. The Sheriff ’s Department is
housed in an old, insufficient facility forcing Sheriff Dan Warwick to
house inmates in Salida, Gunnison
or Alamosa. The irony is that this
tax would be paid as much by tourists, hunters and visitors as by residents because residents continue

Saguache County
Holiday Closures
The Saguache County Landfill
will be closed Thursday Dec. 22
through Sunday Dec. 25, 2016
for the Christmas Holiday.
Saguache County Road and
Bridge will be closed Friday
Dec. 23 and Monday Dec. 26,
2016 for the Christmas Holiday
and Jan. 2, 2017 for New Year’s.
Saguache County Road and
Bridge and the Saguache
County Landfill will close at
11:30am on Dec. 16, 2016.
For emergencies please call the
Saguache County
Sheriff ’s Department.

David Daboll, the new Saguache County
Public Health Director.

New Public Health Director reports
David Daboll made his first
appearance before the BOCC.
His impression of his staff is that
they are dedicated people, and
he is pleased to be working with
them. Much of his time during the
first few days has been spent acquainting himself with staff and
procedures. He has reviewed their
responsibilities and feels each person is covering the needs of Public
Health. Crowfox Fleming has been
putting the fiscals in order and
on spreadsheets. Tim Lovato requested a year-to-date. Emergency
preparedness regionally has come
up. There was a meeting in Denver and there will be a mini drill in
December, a regional drill January,
and a statewide drill happening in
June. Janet Beiriger, Administrative Assistant, is training to be an
incident manager. A tabletop exercise is being coordinated with Jim
Felmlee, Emergency Management
& Emergency Preparedness.
Social Services child welfare program
Linda Warsh, Social Services
Director, was accompanied by Lucinda Connelly, Lee Hodge and
Alvino Vasquez, Pueblo Social Ser-

www.crestoneeagle.com
vices Administrators. They have
been providing help with oversight,
analysis, data and reports. Hodge
pointed out that setting quarterly
goals will help Warsh in moving
forward with the Child Welfare
program. They observed that recruitment and retention are important to build the effectiveness
of the child welfare workforce as
well as improved documentation.
Hodge said that a shift in culture
is needed. What that means is an
acknowledgement of what’s important in Saguache County: a baseline of philosophy that is representative of our county and the needs of
its people. Personnel receive mandatory training and 40 hours of ongoing education every year in child
welfare, but it’s a complex system
and on-the-job experience improves
decision-making. Warsh has adjusted her budget to reflect needed
changes in technology. She has
purchased 5 iPads, smartphones,
and portable computers, dedicated
solely to child welfare, that can be
operated in the field to provide accurate documentation while visiting families.
Housing Authority changes
Evan Samora, Housing Director, who runs Saguache County’s
two complexes, Blue Water Haciendas (12 units) and Puerto del Norte
Haciendas (16 units), reported
no vacancies. Under new federal
policy there is clarification on who
can be denied occupancy in public
housing: those convicted of selling drugs or sexual offence, alcohol abuse and criminal history are
still excluded. If an applicant has
had a record but can provide documentation that they are reformed,
they are eligible. The Commissioners approved a $10 increase in rent
and raised the fair market value on
section 8 units by 2.6%.
Administration
County
budget
The proposed budget has
been submitted to the Saguache
County Board of County Commissioners for the year of 2017. A copy
of the proposed budget has been
filed in the office of the Saguache
County Clerk and Recorder, where
it is open for public inspection. The
Board of County Commissioners
will hold a public budget meeting
in the Commissioners’ Room at the
Saguache County Courthouse on
December 2 at 10am.
Land Use
The Diamond Way Buddhist
Retreat Conditional Use Permit
came up for yearly review. It is a
non-profit religious organization.
Over the last year they held a
4-day annual retreat and worked
on infrastructure, including septic
and water lines. Plans for 2017 are
to work in phases to finish a bathroom gas line and put in a kitchen
plus a caretaker residence.
Needle Ranch Land Company requested modification of their
Conditional Use Permit in order to
serve beer and wine. Both the Saguache Planning Commission and
the County Commissioners have
approved the modification.
Once again Lyn Lambert, CoAdministrator of Saguache County,
has put out proposals for the Saguache County 2017 Fiscal Year
Service Plan for computer, server and phone. They have had to
change firms several times. Finding the ideal firm or individual

with knowledge and experience
related to network/phone installation; printer repair/maintenance;
PC/server installation, configuration and repair; tech support for
user configuration on the network;
software installation and updates;
phone moves/adds/changes; security and camera installation, configuration and repair at the right
price and with good service, is a
challenge.
Marijuana regulations
There are proposals for possible changes in marijuana regulation being considered for adoption.
While their intention is to have
them ready by the first of the year,
Ben Gibbons, County Attorney,
stated it is important to get the
wording and details right.
Landfill has issues
The landfill still appears to
be a work in progress. The building needs to be maintained and
painted, vehicles are not working,
and it’s disorganized and needs to
be cleaned up. The recycling seems
to be piling up, and given that the
mission of the landfill is to protect
the health and safety of citizens
by disposing of all waste generated, more aggressive actions are
needed. Attorney Gibbons inquired
whether
recycling
operations
should be suspended until Bill
Burch, who runs the local recycling
business, is ready.
Successful Colorado Fly
Week money collected
Larry Smith and Rich Jesuroga reported that the Colorado Fly
Week, Aug 27-Sept 3, 2016, was
very successful. They raised $2,000.
The pilots were so impressed they
now have collected $10,000. They
acknowledged the County’s grant
provided seed money. Two hundred
pilots showed up in Villa Grove for
free flight, hang gliding, and paragliding. There were 3,000 takeoffs
in 1 week. It was a fun event with
competition, entertainment, music,
camping, and it certainly brought
some revenue into the county.
Jesuroga said it would be good to
construct one more switchback on
the old mining road. They gave a
proposal to Tristram Post of the US
Forest Service who has been very
supportive. They want the Forest
Service to acknowledge the use
of public lands, for this will leave
a legacy, and requested a letter of
support from BOCC. They’re experiencing some burnout now, but
will continue, maybe over a weekend instead of a whole week.
Northern Saguache County
Library District has made a Conservation Trust fund request for
$4,618 towards purchase of library
land as part of a lease agreement.
The funds, which will serve as a
down payment for the land purchase agreement, was approved.
Crestone End of Life Project
CEOLP has received no complaints for several years. They
have decided to revert back to use
only for Crestone residents. It’s difficult for them to find volunteers.
Their conditional use permit was
apprroved for next three years.
Complaint
Robert Garnett complained
to the County about flags flying
at the Crestone kiosk. The BOCC
responded that the Creative Arts
District put up the flags to beautify
the kiosk as part of a tourism effort. They are not religious.
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Tax assessments
continued from page 1
of the tax valuation for the County. Bill McClure, a former County
Commissioner, said that a lot of the
vacant property that exists in the
Library District is taxed as “pastureland”, which is valued quite low.
Construction
The main thing that County
Assessor Pete Peterson said, according to Kathy Geddes of the Library
Board, is that one of the duties of
the Assessor is to “discover any new
construction in any way possible.”
Westra’s concerns were whether
the County has acted with due diligence in adding new construction to
the tax rolls, and whether new construction is being assessed properly
and in a timely manner. The Town
of Saguache Administrator Pamela
Fye, noting past failures to assess
and collect revenues in 2012 and
2013 to the tune of $2.5 million, also
raised questions about the reporting of construction. Those present
directed their interrogations to Assessor Peterson and his assistant,
former assessor, Jackie Stephens.
According to Peterson new construction has plummeted. The town
of Saguache has had virtually no
construction. To discover any new
construction in any way possible he
also relies on other means of discovery, such as individuals telling the
office about unassessed/untaxed
properties. He said he is the only individual who is able to go out in the
field to discover new construction
and record it.
What is the reality?
A key point is that Peterson
said construction has plummeted.
However, that does not accurately
depict what is happening according
to the Baca Grand Property Owners Association (POA). The Land
Use person, Connie Estrada, said
there is quite a lot of construction.
Two POA directors said there’s a
boom going on. Shane Caverly, a
respected builder who has been in
the Baca 30 years, has a handson view of the reality happening
on the ground. Not only is he very
busy trying to finish building one
house and then moving on to several in the pipeline, but he sees
construction happening all over,
other builders also quite busy with
new construction. An interview
with Charles Sommers, chairperson of the E&AC (Environmental
and Architectural Committee), is
eye-opening. There are, according
to Sommers, currently 90-100 open
permits for construction in the
Baca, and this year alone there are
about 20 new constructions that he
has approved and inspected.
The process of discovery
may be flawed
Peterson said his job is to go
around and report on new construction. A field visit of property is required at least every five years by
Colorado law. But using only on-thehoof type of reporting or relying on
what people tell him word-of-mouth
may be inefficient and out of touch
with the systems in place. Assessor,
according to a Colorado government
site, should spend the majority of
their time collecting information
about sales and leases in the county, information taken from surveys
they create and which are filled out

by taxpayers. From that data the
assessor creates a statistical model
to value all properties in the county.
Perhaps that data could be made
available.
The Assessor’s office also has
a new computer system and software and they have streamlined
the process between the Land Use,
Treasurer and Assessor’s offices.
Previously the Assessor had to go to
Land Use to discover when a building permit was issued. With the
new software, it shows up immediately. Peterson said the new system
allows for faster communication
among all departments. Sommers
questioned why he is still driving
around so much when County Land
Use has a record of everything. At
least on the front end.
Is the back end aligned
with the front end?
The POA Land Use keeps a
spread sheet on all open permits.
When the POA approves a permit
to build, a notification is sent electronically to the County and then
the County issues a permit.
But when a building is complete the County has no termination date, according to Sommers.
Do they record the outcome of
the hundreds of permits issued
throughout the county? Can there
be a mechanism in place on the
software to determine if construction is done and occupied? The
County relies on the POA at the
front end, but they also need to
rely on it at the back end when the
POA issues final paperwork indicating construction is complete.
The County can then put it on the
full tax roll, according to Sommers.
Most counties have a building department and the inspector issues
a final and then a certificate of occupancy—Saguache doesn’t.
A downward spiral or a
faulty system?
The Board’s concern as well as
that of those in attendance is how
do we address this issue? Are we
in a downward spiral, or is there a
breakdown in getting revenue into
the county? Is there inefficiency or
poor discovery by the Assessor’s
Office? A different formula may be
needed for agricultural, private,
commercial and pasture lands.
Jackie Stephens said that in spite
of the apparent losses, we may not
see as much of a drop from last year
as the preliminary numbers show.
There has been an increase in the
number of properties put on the tax
rolls. This final number will be out
around December 7, just before the
County approves the 2017 budget
on December 12.
Except for a few exchanges,
the dialogue was mostly positive.
As Westra said in her letter, they
want to discuss ideas and possible
solutions. Hopefully, the County, led
by the Commissioners, doesn’t drop
the ball.

Easy • Convenient • Affordable • Friendly

121 Galena Street, Crestone
www.bistronova.com
719.937.7770

Now that mail-ballots are the norm, there are no long lines at the Saguache County
Courthouse on election day.
photo by Lisa Cyriacks

Election results
continued from page 1
Republican, will remain State Senator for District 35 and Donald Valdez,
Democrat, won the District 62 seat.
Saguache County voters mostly
concurred with the statewide results
on the ballot initiatives.
Amendment 69, a first-inthe-nation approach for socializing
health insurance faced an overwhelming loss, with 78.82% of the
state’s early voting returns opposed
to ColoradoCare—a proposal to raise
payroll taxes and create an unprecedented universal health care system.
21.18% voted for the measure.
Another health-related ballot initiative, a measure that will
let terminally ill patients take
their own lives using medication
prescribed by a physician, passed.
Colorado will be the sixth state
where this is legal, joining Oregon,
Washington, California, Montana
and Vermont. The measure passed
64.84% to 35.16%.
Amendment 70, which will
raise Colorado’s wage from its current level of $8.31 per hour to $12
per hour by 2020, passed 55.32% to
44.68%. Wages for tipped employees
will increase from $5.29 per hour to
$8.98 in 2020.
Amendment 71, which will
make it harder for citizen-backed
state constitutional amendments to
get on ballots, also passed—barely
by the new requirements it imposes.
Under the new requirements, petition signatures must be gathered
from 2% of registered voters in each

of Colorado’s 35 state Senate districts. The amendment will require
that 55% of voters approve a measure, rather than a simple majority.
The final vote was: Yes 55.72%
and No 44.28%.
Voters passed Proposition 107,
which will replace political party
caucuses with a state-run presidential primary. It will also open
that primary to unaffiliated voters.
That means they’d be able to pick a
presidential candidate for the general election even though they don’t
belong to a party. More on ballot
measures here. Companion measure
Proposition 108 also passed, opening
down-ballot primaries to unaffiliated
voters.
Voters rejected raising taxes on
cigarettes. Yes 46.92%, No 53.08%.
Saguache County reported 152
new voter registrations during the
November election cycle.

SHAKTI SHARANAM
yoga shala

Now offering:
Ayurvedic oil treatments
Community classes by
donation
Private instruction and
consultation
Yogic cooking
Therapeutic and custom
courses of study

annie

256-5668

shaktisharanam.com

Warmest thoughts
and best wishes for a
wonderful holiday and a
very happy new year!

Wishing you the gifts of the
season - Peace, Joy, Hope.
Merry Christmas!
from the Baca Grande
Property Owner’s Association
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Shumei welcomes Japanese artist
Kouzui Ikeguchi through December
by Deana Wilfong
Shumei International Institute is very pleased to have Kouzui Ikeguchi’s paintings on display
through the end of December. Kouzui was born in 1968 in Matsue,
Shimane Prefecture and raised
in Yonago, Tottori Prefecture. At

dhism. She became a bonze priest
and later an officiating monk. During her Zen practice, she studied
Buddhist pictures from kei Manai.
She continues to paint Buddhist
saints while temporarily working
at a kindergarten.
She paints using the Nihonga technique.
A
Japanese
style of painting generally
using crushed
mineral
pigments
mixed
with a natural
liquid adhesive
and
applied
with sumi ink
outlines on top
of Japanese paper.
Currently
she is working
on a Juichimen
Kannon standing statue for
Kouzui Ikeguchi’s work will be on display at Shumei International
the
Senju-in
Institute through the end of December.
temple in Matsue, Shimane,
age 16 she began studying unthe Shingon lineage Buddhism.
der sculptor Shunji Okutani, who
The Shumei gallery is open
is one of the disciples of famous
every day 9am to 5pm. Staff is
wooden sculptor Koun Takamura.
available for tours during those
In 1986, she entered into the
times as well. Please visit www.
Kongozen Shyorin-ji Temple to
shumeicrestone.org or call 256practice a Zen sect of Buddhism
5284 for more information.
and to study East Asian Bud-

17th Annual Art Show
BILL ELLZEY ~ PHOTOGRAPHER
An exhibition and sale of fine photographs
~ refreshments ~

December 10 & 11
2 p.m. until 6 p.m.
at
Casa LZ
(Ellzey’s house)
891 Camino Real
2.2 miles out Two Trees Road

False Kiva, Canyonlands, Utah. Just one of thousands of fabulous photos by Bill Ellzey

Bill Ellzey’s 17th Annual art show
happens December 10 & 11
Bill Ellzey’s 17th annual December photography art show at
his home and studio (891 Camino
Real, aka Two Trees) is happening
on the 10th and 11th this month.
Doors are open from 2 to 6 o’clock
both days.
Bill picked up his first camera
in 1965, at age 20, little knowing
that photography would become
his profession. Since then camera
work has taken him around the
world completing assignments and

Photographer Bill Ellzey.

teaching photographers, professional and amateur, the art and
techniques of the medium. His
work from India, China, Australia,
Japan, Mexico, Alaska, Egypt, Ireland, Bhutan, Zambia, Chilean Patagonia and the American west has
been published here and abroad.
His images can be found in magazines, books, calendars, newspapers, catalogs, annual reports, galleries and private collections. He
directed Western Photo Workshops
in Telluride, CO for eleven years
and continues to teach privately
and for distinguished photo programs in North America and overseas. Bill invites you to visit www.
billellzey.com to see the wide range
of photographs, courses and trips
currently scheduled. His stock photography is represented by Nat Geo

Creative. Bill lives and works from
his self-built strawbale home in
Crestone.
The photography art show is
an open house with great refreshments and sample photographs
from across Bill’s photographic lifetime displayed by the dozens on big
table tops in the living room. Prints
of any size and the ever-popular
greeting cards printed in-house can
be ordered from the sample images.
Larger photographs are on display
in the studio.
The snacking, sipping, browsing and schmoozing takes place
around the munchies counter.
Judy Gilbert and Bill Sutherland,
caterers for all 17 years, attend the
kitchen counter laden with finger
food. Judy cooks and bakes ahead
for days and keeps the serving
plates supplied during the show.
Bill dispenses his dangerous hot
mulled wine from a big pot on the
stove. There’s also a yummy cold
fruit punch for folks interested in
maintaining a sense of decorum.
Sutherland is also the popcorn-ista. He flavors the popcorn with a
dusting of secret, subtly spiced ingredients.
Bill Ellzey says, “It’s my
love of the great outdoors and its
breathtaking beauty that’s the carrot on a stick for me.
“In my brief lifetime, put up
against geologic and celestial time,
I’ve seen earth’s human population soar by 5 billion and her lifesustaining resources frighteningly
diminish by our hand.
“Beginning with this 16th annual show of photographs I will be
donating 10% of my photography
and workshop earnings, for the
rest of my life, to NRDC (Natural
Resources Defense Council) and
Population Matters.”

Services:


Custom made jewelry









Wedding bands
Energetic stone mountings
Sacred containers

Jewelry repair or
repurposing
Stone cutting and
polishing
Sculpture repair

Contact Rocky G. Hedstrom 719.256.5261

.etc

eetiew
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Key Keeper and ornament by Pat Tesauro-Jackson and Paula Hudson.

Crestone Artisans Gallery
Performers for the 6th Annual Concert of Carols.

Popular Concert of Carols
is featured holiday fare Dec. 19
The sixth Annual Concert of Carols will be presented at the Colorado
College Conference Center on Monday, December 19th at 1 PM. Two violinists will be instrumentally accompanied by talented pianist Randy Macy.
Vocalists include last year’s hugely popular, Broadway star Corliss TaylorDunn as well as two singers from Denver, Kevin Gwinn and Charles Ferguson. A selection of classical works will be presented as well as spirituals
and the fun sing-along. Great music guaranteed. Tickets are $15 for adults
and $10 for seniors and students.

HOLIDAYS SPECIAL

FOR NOVEMBER & DECEMBER
Take a workshop 10%off
Bring a friend 20%off

Encaustics Workshops
2 hour sessions / times and days are flexible

At FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS

117 Skyview Way (close to town)
Ish Futral 256.4848 for appointment
or further questions

So, Thanksgiving is past. Hope
you all had a wonderful time with
family and friends. Didn’t feel like
winter was coming for a long time.
Now we are into December
and it is starting with a bang. WinterFest is at the top of the list for
Crestone. It is December 3, 11am
to 6pm and December 4, 11am to
4pm. To start the celebration off,
the Crestone Artisans Gallery will
be hosting a fabulous party called
“I’d Rather Have Chocolate” (yes,
we name our shindigs, and yes, I
told you it was fabulous.) All the
elves and trolls and fairies that
hang out at the gallery will be
bringing special chocolate treats to
jump-start WinterFest. Of course,
there will be wine and music by
“Talk of the Town.” Come between
4pm and 6pm to get your chocolate
fix, enjoy the music and look over
the gallery; it is newly decorated
for the holidays.
There is lots of new art to help
you with your gift giving, too. Terry
Corcoran is one of our new artists.
He is a painter with works in both
watercolor and oils. He has four
oils hanging in the gallery in which
he has used some very interesting
glazing techniques. Get yourself a

Tis a joy to live
in Crestone.
Tis a joy to call
Crestone home.
Tis a joy to
call you friend.
No matter
where I roam.
Vince

close look. Chris Argenta has some
very droll new pottery pieces. If
you haven’t seen Bob Long’s new
sculpture, now is the perfect time.
Desi has many prints available of
her paintings that are in the gallery and some that are not. Beatris has a striking new painting that
you must see. Patrick and Ish have
wonderful cards that can be used
for these upcoming holidays or any
season, and don’t forget Janet’s gift
bags made from scenic Crestone Eagle front pages.
There is an ornament tree set
in the middle of the gallery and some
gold branches on the walls holding
holiday ornaments. Pick one or two
up to give as souvenirs of Crestone.
Some decorated wooden ones are by
Pat Tesaro Jackson (the lamp lady)
and Paula Hudson (the painter). Oh,
and check out the new lamp that is
in Pat’s display. The side has been
hand-carved by Paula to represent a
view of Challenger Peak. There are
new pieces of jewelry, prints, photos, wind chimes, small handmade
wooden key keepers for your wall
(or could be utensil keeper, scarf or
necklace keeper, hum?) Start your
December WinterFest off with some
chocolate and good company and
come to the gallery!
Just so you don’t forget, WinterFest will be at the Charter School.
The admission is free. There will be
a Kids’ Zone, live music, door prizes,
gifts and food and lots more.

CRESTONE ARTISANS GALLERY

Corner of Cottonwood & Galena
in Downtown Crestone
719-256-5280

Hours 11-4, Wed-Sun,
Open every day of the week
December 14 - 24
We represent 24 local artists
& crafts p ersons
Thank You for s h opping locally!

CrestoneArtisAnGAllery
CrestoneArtisAnsGAllery.orG

Unique educational toys & games - Childrens books - Travel toys - Baby gifts
Arts & crafts - Lego - Playmobil - Puppets - Fun jewelry - Novelties
Customer Appreciation Party - Dec 7th - OPEN til 8pm
Receive a $10 coupon for every $50 you spend that day
111
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Salida’s Mixing Bowl celebrates
10th holiday season
Thank you faithful customers! This is the Mixing Bowl’s 10th holiday
season, and because of this we will be having many specials and events during this holiday season. Stop by and see all our new and exciting gourmet
foods and specialty holiday gifts and gadgets. There is a gift for everyone on
your list. Just let us help you find it. Then we’ll wrap it with all the trimmings because you are part of the Mixing Bowl family. Please come by and
give us a chance to serve you. Happy Holidays from the Mixing Bowl staff.

Dragonfly Gifts in Salida
Dragonfly Gifts, located in historic downtown Salida, is the place to go
for unique gifts and all your metaphysical supplies. Our silver and gemstone
jewelry collection contains over 100 varieties of natural stones. We also carry
loose tumbled stones and crystals, wall hangings, Asian art, books, music
CDs, decorative boxes, chimes, candles, tapestries, and sarongs. And don’t
forget we offer a large selection of incense and resins, sage bundles and oils
for all your aromatherapy needs. Stop in to browse and take in our peaceful
and uplifting atmosphere. We offer
Customer Loyalty Punch Cards and
gift certificates. Open every day, including Sunday.

Shop for all your
Holiday Gifts at

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL
LIGHT CHAMBER
wMind Stabilization
wSacred Sound
wLiving Color Immersion wTactile Vibration
wEssential Aroma
wDeep Silence

(719) 937-7755

www.thelightchamber.com

Incense, Silver &
Gemstone Jewelry,
Crystals, Music,
Books,
Himalayan Salt
Lamps,
Wall Hangings,
Asian Art
Open Mon-Fri 10-6,
Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

221 F Street, Salida
719-539-4448
~ Repairs

www.salidagiftshop.com

Crestone
719-256-4498

People gather at the Medicine Wheel, offering their prayers and rocks for the circle. A
Solstice Ceremony will be held December 21.
photo by Martin Macaulay.

Winter Solstice medicine wheel
by Lorain & David Davis
For this special occasion we
are re-opening our medicine wheel.
Everyone is welcome to join a Winter Solstice prayer circle at our old
medicine wheel Wednesday, Dec.
21st. Prayers will begin at noon as
we stand in-spirit with the Water
Protectors at Standing Rock. We
dedicate our prayers to protect the
water, the air, Mother Earth, and
all life.
Medicine wheels are universal sacred images found in
religions and cultures around
the world since ancient times. A
medicine wheel, or mandala, is
a physical manifestation of spiritual energy, an outward expression of an internal dialogue. The
medicine wheel grounds us and
guides us to our heart center, as

we honor our sacred relationship
with all life. Entering the sacred
wheel we honor the Elementals of
the Four Sacred Directions, Father
Sun, Mother Earth, and the Great
Spirit.
Winter Solstice marks a return of the sun, and in many cultures it marks the new year and
symbolizes rebirth and new beginnings, a time to celebrate and
give thanks. If you wish, bring a
stone to add to the wheel with your
prayers. Please be on time.
The wheel is next to the
Land Trust meadow, 3 miles out
on Camino Real, south of Willow
Trail. Donations to Chief Arvol
Looking Horse are appreciated to
support his work and prayers at
Standing Rock. If you cannot come
in person, please join us in spirit.

An evening with

DON RICHMOND
at the Salida Steamplant

Dec 8, 7pm

Rolfing® Structural Integration
Ashley van Wart. Certified Rolfer™, RN
Alignwithashley@Gmail.Com
215.589.0864

Y

OUR HOMETOWN GOURMET
KITCHENWARE STORE

Where Home Happens

A benefit concert for
Crestone Performances Inc.
-putting performing arts programs into the San Luis Valley -

*Festive Dinnerware*Colorful Bakeware*Gourmet Soups
& Dip Mixes!
All natural soaps, lotions and cleaners

Corner of 2nd & F Streets
Historic Downtown Salida

719-539-2655

salidamixingbowl.com

Open Daily!

TICKETS $15
SOLD AT FIRST STREET FLOORING
Please come on out & support your local non-profit & enjoy
a concert not to be missed! Look forward to seeing you there!
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The birth of color: A Budapest - Crestone connection
by Eli Dokson (Crestone)
and Mary Murphy (Budapest)
In October my wife Joanna
Dokson and I had the privilege of
attending the world premiere of
“The birth of color, a marriage of
darkness and light,” at the Kiscelli
Museum in Budapest, Hungary.
Conceived, directed and designed
by Honora Foah, a frequent visitor
to and property owner in the Crestone area, this performance was
Part 1 of the Frequency Opera Cycle, Recombinant DNA, “in which
Nothing begins to vibrate until
there is everything.” Dahlan Robert
Foah, Honora’s husband, was the
Executive Producer and Music Director of this truly unique and aweinspiring oratorio.
Also attending the premiere
from Crestone were Loretta Covert
and Steve Andersen. We all were enchanted not only by the performance
but by the venue. The Kiscelli Museum, originally a baroque monastery and church complex built in
the 1700s, is in a forested area on
the Buda side of the Danube River
known as Hermit’s Hill. Following
is a review of “The birth of color,” by
Mary Murphy, reprinted by permission of the author.
“Serendipity, the occurrence
and development of events by
chance in a happy or beneficial
way, is alive and well and a resident feature of my life. I can’t begin
to count the number of casual comments that have led to wondrous
things, the number of chance encounters that have morphed into
lifelong friendships, the number of
random acts of kindness that have
made my world a better place.
About a year ago, a mate of
mine tried, rather unsuccessfully,
to explain a project he was working on: a frequency opera called
‘The birth of color.’ I was never
the quickest study in the class
but I’m quick enough. But try as I
might, I couldn’t get a handle on
it at all. He suggested I meet the
woman behind it, and the man behind that woman. He invited me
for coffee and I met Honora and
Dahlan Foah.
Over the course of the next
twelve months or so they kept me
posted on developments. At varying
stages, both did their level best to
explain to me what it was all about.
And while I was slowly beginning
to get my head around it, it still defied belief. I simply couldn’t see it
happening. Now, I’m not short of

imagination. In fact, I’m prone to
flights of fancy. And I can exaggerate with the best of them. But no
matter how much detail they gave,
I just didn’t get it.
Last Friday night, 8pm, in
the Kiscelli Museum in Budapest,
I had the privilege (and I don’t use
that word lightly) to see the world
premier of Honora Foah’s creation.
I had no idea what to expect—I’d
heard tell of crystal bowls coming
in from Austria. Of a 3-meter pool
of water. Of a 60-strong chorus. Of
narrators. Of swathes of translucent material. Of lights. Of sound.
Of all sorts of stuff that go into
such productions. But no matter
how I figured it, I still couldn’t do
the math.
I invited some friends along,
friends who have a greater appreciation for music that I could
ever pretend to have. But I fessed
up that I had no clue what it was
about and couldn’t guarantee anything other than it would be an
experience. I’d met Honora Foah. I
knew I was safe in saying that it
would definitely be an experience.
The Kiscelli Museum dates
back to the mid-1700s. The Baroque
building was once a Trinitarian
Monastery and vestiges of holiness
still reside it its walls. Not necessarily a religious holiness but that
sanctity that attaches itself to dedication. Back in 1935, then owner,
antique dealer Miska Schmidt
willed it to the city of Budapest. And
today it is a museum. I was there at
a ball some years ago and was mesmerized. It hadn’t lost its magic.
When the doors opened, we
were each given a single symbolic
rose petal and led downstairs into
the crypt along a candlelit path
offset by myriad frescoes. It was a
tad other worldly, the perfect entrée to what would be even more
surreal still.
As we sat in a circle, four narrators took their stations around
a silver pool in a darkened stonewalled chamber. Dressed completely in black with their hoods drawn,
their faces and voices seemed to
separate from their bodies and
float free. Two spoke in Hungarian, two in English as they told the
story of the birth of colour. The uplight from their tablets cast a spectre-like glow that I would only later
appreciate. Nothing in this production was a matter of chance.
Everything, from the white
in the sheets of music to the stone

The Budapest Cantate Choir, directed by Dr. Sapszon Ferenc.

photo by ©Andrew Daneman and Recombinant DNA LLC, 2016. All Rights Reserved.

Musicians play crystal bowls in an event
conceived, directed, and designed by
Crestone property owner Honora Foah.
photo by ©Andrew Daneman and Recombinant DNA LLC, 2016. All Rights Reserved.

grey of the walls, everything had
its role, its purpose, its place.
Initially I tried hard to hear
all the words, to understand what
was being said. I like words. I like
how they can be strung together
to fashion new forms. And I can
listen. But I stopped trying to follow the story and instead let myself float on the tide of words and
phrases that had a music of their
own. I heard of secrets whispered
between night and morning, of
breathing in a perfume of magenta,
of dark being wisdom and light being illumination. And I listened on
a whole new level. The story wasn’t
unfolding in front of me, it was unfolding within me.

Illuminated Therapies
Amulya Beechwood, RCST®, LMT, CEIM

Happy Holidays
from Amulya and
Illuminated Therapies!
Peace on Earth
and Goodwill
to all.

Biodynamic Craniosacral Therapy

719-256-4743
illuminatedtherapies.com
relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

When the Budapest Cantate Choir filed on stage with the
much-lauded Dr. Sapszon Ferenc
wielding the baton, the silence in
the room was deafening. They put
music to all we had just heard. At
times they weren’t singing words,
but sounds. It was exquisite.
Someone started to play the
crystal bowls. And you could feel
the room pulsating with energy.
The swathes of material suspended
from the ceiling were for all the
world how I could now imagine
frequencies to look. The lights, the
sounds, the voices, the story—everything married, including darkness and light.
The entire performance lasted
just 1 hour and 10 minutes (and I
suspect the 10 minutes had to do
with the bilingual narration) but
in that 70 minutes, time was transcended. When it was over, no one
moved. When the choir filed out,
no one moved. Even the air was in
deep thought.
Gradually, people came to.
And reality intruded.
I was interviewed afterwards
and ask for a reaction. And I cried.
On camera. I have no clue where
the emotion came from. It was as
if something, deep, deep down in
my soul had been awakened and
didn’t quite know what to do with
itself. A birth, a rebirth. I still
don’t know. Thirty-six hours later,
I’ve stopped trying to name it. To
classify it. To label it. If I learned
anything on Friday night it’s that
there is no need to be all-knowing,
there is no need to understand
everything. Sometimes, we simply
need to attune our emotions and
remember to feel.
So, serendipity, once again
you have my thanks. The wait was
worth it. I am truly grateful to have
borne witness to the Birth of Color:
The Marriage of Darkness and
Light.”
To learn more, see photos, interviews and videos, go to www.
birthofcolor.org. The original review
is on Mary Murphy’s blog at www.
unpackingmybottomdrawer.com.
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Crestone Peak Board
merges with Living
Wisdom Board

Stuff your stockings
with CPI’s discount
gift certificates

Elaine Johnson, Chair of the Crestone
Peak Board, and Ammi Kohn, President of the
Living Wisdom board, jointly announced that
the two boards would become one, simplifying
the administration of the Saguache Sales Tax
Grant to Living Wisdom and the expenditure
of the recently announced anonymous donation
of $20,000 to Living Wisdom. That donation is
expected to be used to match grants from foundations and other sources to finance the more
detailed planning necessary in future years.
The official transition will occur effective
January 1, 2017, with the election of new officers to the Crestone Peak board. Elaine Johnson
has committed to remaining on the board or operating as a Free Associate for Living Wisdom
to make sure the transition occurs successfully
without any legal complications.

Now

Crestone Performances Inc. is headed into
the holiday season gathering gift certificates for
you to shop at a discounted price! Armed with
donations from businesses you already love (or
can’t wait to try out), CPI is fundraising again!
We are introducing a new section to our website:
Buy Discount Gift Certificates.
There are gift certificates available right
now! For the taking! On the spot! The selection
will be ever-changing, so be sure to browse back
often. You never know when or what may be
added. From sporting goods to restaurants and
hot springs to hobby stores, the possibilities of
pleasing your loved ones are endless.
Visit www.crestfest.org to check out our current selection. Have an idea of a business that
may donate? Do you own a business and are interHoliday lights on the Hardware Store’s tree let us know
ested in helping support CPI? Contact us today!
the holiday season is here. 
photo by Lori Nagel
All proceeds go to Crestone Performances Inc.,
a 501(c)3 non-profit community service organization which has annually produced the Crestone
Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Music Festival, produces and subsidizes San Luis Valley school presentaDinner-Cocktails-Take-Out
tions, and provides free consulting and technical assistance to other community endeavors. For more information please call 719-256-4533 or visit
serving choice of brown rice with
www.crestfest.org.
every meal.

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour: Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm Dinner 5pm-9pm
Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa: 589-9002 Monte Vista 852-2002
Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

Kitchen Knife
Specials!

Menu: www.ehunans.com • www.east-westgrill.com

Martial Arts Classes
at Crestone Charter School
6pm Mondays and Wednesdays
Sliding Fee or Trade
Private Instruction Available

Contact John Wall 719.580.4094

Crestone Kenpo

has it ALL--in one place!
COPYING
Check out our NEW
36-in. wide printer/
scanner/ copier!
FAXING SCANNING
SHREDDING
LAMINATING

SHIPPING
PACKING
OFFICE SUPPLIES
DRY CLEANING
MAILBOX RENTALS
FREIGHT SHIPPING
GREETING CARDS

719-539-7085

224 West Hwy 50, Salida
Between Hubbub Brewery & Sacred Ground Coffee
www.salidapakmail.com

Classic 7 pc. 3 piece
Block Set Paring Set
$299.99
$19.99

Mincing
Set
$39.99

Stop in for more deals!

www.salidacutlery.com
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HAPS
Adzom Rinpoche in
Crestone

Adzom Gyalse Rinpoche will
be in Crestone December 8-12 to
present Dorje Trolo Drubacho, A
Practice to Overcome Obstacles.
Recognized by Dilgo Khyentse Rinpoche as a tulku of the great
Gyurme Dorje, eldest son of Adzom
Drupka, Adzom Gyalse Rinpoche
has a direct, unbroken lineage back
to Longhenpa. He is currently the
head of all annual ceremonies at
Shechen Monastery in Kathmandu, Nepal.
For information and registration contact White Jewel Mountain
at 719-480-5403.

What are your health
insurance options?

Open enrollment for the Marketplace is about to end. For coverage to begin January 1 you must be
enrolled by 12/15/2016.
You may also qualify for Medicaid if you fall under this monthly
guideline:
Family size
Ages 19-65

Ages 0-18
1) $1317
 $1406
2) $1776
$1896
3) $2235
$2386
4) $2694
 $2876
5) $3153
 $3366
Please stop by The Crestone
Eagle office at 180 W. Galena on
December 7, 9am-3pm to learn
about your options.
Enrollment in either of these
programs will be available. Please
bring income and IDs. For more
info call Peggy Martinez at 8522512 or 754-2778.

‘Open-air’ to screen
December 14

Open-Air, a documentary
of a Crestone End of Life Project
(CEOLP) cremation ceremony, will
be shown at the monthly Informed
Final Choices IFC/CEOLP meeting
on Wednesday, December 14, 7pm,
at the Little Shepherd Fellowship
Hall on Alder St.
The film provides a simple, but
moving, portrait of an open-air cremation ceremony. The event is free.
To learn more about the services CEOLP and IFC provide to
the community, attend our monthly meetings, always held the second Wednesday of the month at
the Little Shepherd Fellowship
Hall. If you are interested in registering for CEOLP end-of-life
services, contact Lorraine Cazier
at 719-937-7802. For more information on IFC and CEOLP, call
Stephanie at 719-588-7415.

Heather Bakner, Sarah Winters, Ralph Abrams, Shoshannah Asha and Noah Abrams
wait in line at the Neighbors Helping Neighbors Pre-Thanksgiving potluck Nov. 20, holding up the plates they were requested to bring. And even though lots of people brought
their own plates, there were still over 400 paper plates used that day! photo by Lori Nagel

Local beer supports
recycling

On December 1 Crestone
Brewing Co. will release Superhero, a red IPA to benefit the local recycling efforts of Bill Burch,
otherwise known as the “Recycling
Superhero”.
Throughout the month of December, $1 of every Superhero IPA
sold will go towards a fund to support the repair & ongoing upkeep
of Bill’s truck, which is so very integral our small community’s recycling efforts.
Customers who don’t drink
beer or IPAs will have the opportunity to add a $1 donation to their
bill to support the initiative.
We invite the community to
join us on Thursday, December 1
for an all day launch party, coinciding with the start of our new
Tuesday through Sunday lunch
service. Food and drink specials
will be available to all, and of
course, the beer & kombucha will
be flowing.

Wishing our global family a safe and happy Holiday

Shumei International Institute

Sharing Healing Jyorei, Natural Agriculture,
art and beauty with the world.....
Art Symposia, exhibitions, concerts and special events.
See the community calendar or visit www.shumeicrestone.org
for an up to date schedule
Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998 Crestone, CO 81131- 719-256-5284

NHN centerpieces created by volunteer
Elianna Krakauer.
 photo by Lori Nagel

Did you know you can take
the bus?

The Chaffee Shuttle, in partnership with Express Arrow, offers
roundtrip bus service every day of
the year from Alamosa to Salida and
continuing on to Denver or Pueblo.
The Chaffee Shuttle departs
Moffat every morning at 6:45am
from the Mirage Trading Post.
From Salida you may continue on
to Denver with Express Arrow,
arriving at 11am, or on to Pueblo
aboard The Chaffee Shuttle, arriving in Pueblo at 10am.
Purchase tickets online in advance and be sure to print your ticket
to ensure your ride. Go to expressarrow.com to purchase tickets. If you
are traveling beyond Denver or Pueblo go to greyhound.com to purchase to
full ticket to your destination.

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm

IN MOFFAT NEXT TO THE POST OFFICE
HOLIDAY BLEND
IS BACK!

719-256-4357

WWW.MIRAGETRADINGCO.COM

e

!

Page 14 • The Crestone Eagle • December, 2016

www.crestoneeagle.com

Community Calendar—December 2016

Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com // NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!
If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more information call us at 719-256-4956.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month. Just
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred)
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101,
Crestone CO 81131.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per

Monthly Events
Thursday, December 1
• Superhero launch party – Crestone Brewing Co.
All Day
• World AIDS Day – All Day
Friday, December 2
• Sag. Co. public budget meeting – Saguache Co.
Commissioners’ room 10:00 am
Saturday, December 3
• Holiday Bazaar in Saguache – Saguache Community Building 9:00 am-3:00 pm 303-507-4821
• La’ne’ Sa’an Moonwalker workshop – 9:30 am4:30 pm 719-937-7786
• WinterFest, Crestone Charter School 11am-6pm
• Chocolate WinterFest kickoff – Artisans Gallery
4:00 pm-6:00 pm Free
• Sangres Art Guild Holiday Show Reception – 3rd
St Gallery 4:00 pm-6:00 pm Free http://www.
sangresartguild.org/ 719-315-6045
Sunday, December 4
• La’ne’ Sa’an Moonwalker workshop 9:30am4:30pm $85 or $155 for Sat. & Sun. 719-937-7786
• Yoga w Cynthia – Little Shepherd Church 10:00
am-11:15 am $10 719-298-0360
• Drop-in Meditation at Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist
Temple Choying Dzong 10:00 am-1:00 pm
• WinterFest, Crestone Charter School 11am-6pm
Monday, December 5
• Yoga w Cynthia – BeBop Studio 10:00 am-11:15
am $10 719-298-0360
• Crestone Board of Trustees Special Meeting,
Town Hall 1:30 pm-6:00 pm 719-256-4313
• Crestone Planning Commission Meeting,Town
Hall 6:00 pm-8:00 pm  719-256-4313
Tuesday, December 6
• Yoga w Cynthia – Joyful Journey Hot Springs
5:00 pm-6:00 pm $10 719-298-0360
Thursday, December 8
• Adzom Gyalse Rinpoche at Yeshe Khorlo – Yeshe Khorlo (Choying Dzong) 719-480-5403
• Rumi Study Circle – 2:00 pm-4:00 pm nurashkijerrahi.org 719-588-8602

Saturday, December 10
• Ladies’ Christmas Tea & Luncheon – Crestone
Baptist Church 1:00 pm-4:00 pm 256-4845
• Ellzey 16th annual photo show – Ellzey home &
studio 2:00 pm-6:00 pm
Sunday, December 11
• Yoga w Cynthia – Little Shepherd in the Hills
10:00 am-11:15 am $10 719-298-0360
• Drop-in Meditation at Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist
Temple Choying Dzong 10:00 am-1:00 pm
• Monthly Sampai, Shumei Sanctuary 10:30am-noon
Free www.shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284
• Knowledge Exchange, Fellowship Hall, Little
Shepherd Church 1-2:30pm Free http://bit.
ly/2gPIE9S, 505-423-3098
• Ellzey 16th annual photo show – Ellzey home &
studio 2:00 pm-6:00 pm
Monday, December 12
• County Commissioner hours in Crestone –
Downtown 10:00 am-2:00 pm
• Yoga w Cynthia – BeBop Studio 10:00 am-11:15
am $10 719-298-0360
• Crestone Board of Trustees Meeting – Crestone
Town Hall 1:30 pm-6:00 pm 719-256-4313
• NSCLD Public Budget Hearing – Baca Grande Library
5-5:30pm http://nscld.colibraries.org 719-655-2551
• Crestone Master Trails Plan – Crestone Town
Hall 7:00 pm-8:00 pm 7192564313
Tuesday, December 13
• Full Moon Fire Ceremony, Haidakhandi Universal
Ashram 10am-noon www.babajiashram.org 256-4108
• Riwo Sangchö: Buddhist smoke offering (outdoors) – Choying Dzong 10:00 am-11:00 am
• Yoga w Cynthia – Joyful Journey Hot Springs
5:00 pm-6:00 pm $10 719-298-0360
Wednesday, December 14
• Full Moon – All Day
• Crestone End of Life Project Monthly Meeting,
Little Shepherd in the Hills 7-9pm free 719-588-7415
• Showing of CEOLP’s “Open Air” – Little Shepherd in the Hills 7:00 pm 719-588-7415

Thursday, December 15
• Rumi Study Circle – 2:00 pm-4:00 pm nurashkijerrahi.orgk 719-588-8602
Saturday, December 17
• Valley-wide craft fair – Big Valley Hobbytown
9:00 am-4:00 pm 719-937-2570
Sunday, December 18
• Drop-in Meditation at Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist
Temple Choying Dzong 10:00 am-1:00 pm
Monday, December 19
• 6th Annual Concert of Carols – Colorado College
Conference Center 1-2:30pm $15/$10
Wednesday, December 21
• Winter Solstice – 3:45 am
• BGPOA EAC Meeting – Baca Pro Shop 9:00 am
bacapoa.org 719-256-4171
Thursday, December 22
• Sufi Dhikr – 2:00 pm-4:00 pm nurashkijerrahi.org
719-588-8602
Friday, December 23
• Dakini Tsok (Vajrayana Communal Feast) –
Choying Dzong 6:00 pm-8:00 pm
Saturday, December 24
• Christmas Eve Service – Crestone Baptist
Church 12:00 am
• Christmas Eve mass at Nada Carmelite Hermitage  7:00 pm-8:00 pm 719-256-4778
Wednesday, December 28
• New Moon Fire Ceremony, Haidakhandi Universal
Ashram 10am-noon www.babajiashram.org 256-4108
• Riwo Sangchö: Buddhist smoke offering (outdoors) – Choying Dzong 10:00 am-11:00 am
Thursday, December 29
• New Moon – All Day
• Free Monthly Legal Clinic at Saguache Library, 5-7pm
Free https://coloradolegalservices.org 719-655-2551
Sunday, January 8
• Sunday Epiphany mass at Nada Carmelite Hermitage – 9-10:00 am 719-256-4778

Daily/Weekly Events

The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.
Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
7-8am, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.
babajiashram.org
• Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by
7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5284
• Tours, gallery and Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm,
256-5284.
• Open meditation & prayers in Vajra Vidya Retreat Center Shrine Room 9-10am,Traditional
Buddhist Shrine Room till dusk; 719-256-5539
vajravidya.com
• Tours, Temple, & Gift Shop ~ Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.
org, www.babajiashram.org
• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram,
6-7pm. Chanting in Sanskrit and Hindi. All are
welcome. 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org,
www.babajiashram.org

Sunday
• Sunday Mass, Nada Carmelite Hermitage Nada
Carmelite Hermitage chapel 9-10am 719-256-4778
• Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting Crestone
Town Hall 7:00 pm-8:00 pm www.slvaa.org
Monday
• ‘Meet Your Crestone Board’ Mondays Crestone
Town Hall 1:00 pm-3:00 pm 719-256-4313
• Soul Awareness Seminar Home of Susan Fey
3:00 pm-5:00 pm free MSIA.org 719-496-0977
• Anam Thubten Weekly Recorded Dharma Talks &
Meditations 5-6:30pm small donation appreciated
Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam 5-6:45 pm By donation 719-256-5668
• Narcotics Anonymous open meeting marijuana
users welcome Baca Grande Library back door
7:30-8:30pm 970-309-0710

Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinements Shakti Sharanam 8:30 am-10:00 am By donation shaktisharanam.com 719-256-5668
• Crestone Food Bank Crestone Town Hall 1:00
pm-3:00 pm 256-4644
Thursday
• Wi-Fi discussion group Fellowship Hall, Little
Shepherd Church 10:00 am
• Alcoholics Anonymous Open Meeting Crestone
Baptist Church noon-1pm www.slvaa.org
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti
Sharanam 5-6:45 pm By donation 719-256-5668
Saturday
• Dorje Trolo Practice, White Jewel Mountain
10am-noon no charge 719-480-5403

Happy Holidays

FROM ALL OF US AT THE CRESTONE EAGLE!
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Happy Halloween Crestone style!
From the Crestone Brewery’s full event schedule, including Gipsy Moon playing into the wee hours of the morning to the pumpkin carving & haunted hotel at the Crestone Inn,
to the Crestone Artisans Spooky Gallery, to the Crestone Charter School’s Halloween Carnival & live music, to all the businesses, homes, and decorated Trunk or Treats around
town, this was the most festive Halloweekend in Crestone that this photographer’s ever seen!

photos & collage design by Lori Nagel
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There’s a new family in town . . .
by Lori Nagel
They stayed at the Casa del Soul,
. . . and they’re putting a new
where the owners, Joe & Cheyenne
twist on the old Casa Del Soul!
Mendel, told them it was for sale.
Now called The Crestone Inn, this
Since the organic bakery endeavor
establishment is definitely getting a
had just fallen through, the family
facelift, in more ways than one.
decided during that one-night stay
They all moved to Crestone in
to buy the hotel, and handed over
June of this year. Kimberlee & Jeff
their earnest money first thing in
Best came here with their daughthe morning!
ter, Madolyn Davis; grandson TheKim has lived in small towns
odore Davis; son Tyler Carr; niece
all her life, but nothing like CreCassandra Foxx and her partner
stone. She and her family are
Kalena; and grand-nieces Cadence
thrilled to be here and so excited to
& Evelyn. They moved here from
get involved in the community.
Pueblo, where they’d been living
They started that out with a
for a year doing
“house-flipping”.
They were
in the process
of making a life
change, ready to
open an organic
coffee shop and
bakery.
That
didn’t work out at
the last minute
because of an unresolvable issue
with
customer
parking. Around
that time, the Long lines for the haunted hotel at Crestone Inn. 
photo by Lori Nagel
whole
family 
went in two cars
for a day trip to the San Luis Valley.
bang last month by ordering 125
When they were passing
pumpkins & inviting all of the kids
through Moffat, the weather
from the Crestone Charter School
turned and they found themselves
to carve pumpkins with them, and
needing a place to stay. They saw
then hosting a very spooky & sucthe Crestone sign and decided to
cessful Haunted House for the comturn down T Road, never having
munity on Halloween night. They
heard of this town before, to look
are also sponsoring a pizza lunch
for a place to crash for the night.
at the Charter School for the kids

Some of the family in front of the Crestone Inn. L to R: Madolyn, Theodore, Kimberlee,
Kalena, Cassandra; in front is Kaidence and Evelyn. 
photo by Lori Nagel

who participated in the pumpkin
carving.
Regarding upcoming holidays,
they plan to decorate for Christmas
with holiday gift bags in every room.
And they’ve got a great space for an
Easter Egg Hunt.
They’re also planning a hotel gift shop, updated rooms, and a
new studio/business space with an
apartment above.
Kim is an artist and has been
making stained glass windows for 38
years, since she was 12. She makes
a lot of gifts & art using mosaic tile &
glass. She also teaches it, but hasn’t

started here in Crestone yet.
Jeff and Kim moved from
Alaska to Pueblo a couple of years
ago. Her niece moved from Sacramento. Madolyn came from Hawaii
and has amazing scuba skills—
she’s already been to 28 countries
and is only 30! Kim’s mom moved
from Oregon to Pueblo to be near
the rest of the family. She has a
hard time at Crestone’s altitude,
but visits often.
“I love it here. I love the people,” Kim says. “I think it’s going to
be a fabulous place for the family
to be.”

Accepting consignments daily

Men’s and Women’s Clothing & Accessories
134 F Street, Salida
312 E. Main Buena Vista
(719) 539-5490
(719) 966-5159
Furniture, Housewares, & Home Decor
222 F Street, Salida
(719) 539-4580
Winter Hours:
Monday-Saturday ~ 10am-6pm • ❉ • Sunday ~ 10am-5pm

(719) 539-6144
(719) 539-1411 Fax

-JWF4JNQMZ
&BU8FMM

Prana Regina Barrett, BS, MIA, E-RYT, CYT
Specializing in personal growth, intimacy cultivation
& energy balancing

*Phoenix Rising Yoga Therapy
*Therapeutic Yoga
*Private Qigong
and Yoga Instruction

3ALIDAS LOCALLY OWNED FRESH FOODS GROCERY
WITH A WIDE SELECTION OF YOUR FAVORITE
ORGANIC NATURAL AND GOURMET FOODS

*Spiritual Counseling
*Aromatherapy Treatments
*Tantra Instruction

(Couples Getaways at
Joyful Journey Hot Springs!)

Ask for locals’ rate!

Gift Certificates Available

www.PranaHeals.com & www.TantraToLove.com

719.345.6007

 s  s
 ' 3TREET
3ALIDA #OLORADO
WWWSIMPLEFOODSMARKETCOM

10%
off
/0%.
Second
$!93
Sundays
! 7%%+
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think about everything that’s happening a little deeper, you know, go
inside. And of course just having
time with family and friends and
however they celebrate this time of
year. I’m always interested to find
out the different ways that people
celebrate it and what touches them.

Jennifer Daveler
Eggnog!
My sister-in-law
makes homemade eggnog. So we
spend an evening making eggnog,
which takes about 2 hours to prepare. We do a non-alcoholic version and we put Southern Comfort
in the adults’, (laughing) which
is great. For the kids we used to
make gingerbread houses.
We
put air-heads for the moat around
them, and then all kinds of candy
and stuff, and then we’d eat the
crap out of it! It was good! But
no, it’s just about family and community, and coming together for
one night and everybody’s tradition. Crestone is a lot the same,
just different kinds of family. You
meet new people and get your circle
of families. Last year, we went to
a friend’s house and it was a community potluck and that was really
awesome because everybody got
to try a little bit of everything. I
made a pink salad, which was also
my sister-in-law’s recipe, and that
was a hit, so yeah, it was great!

Geneva Hollyer
I really love how, during the
darkest times of the year, when we
have more night, we get to come
together with our community and
our family and celebrate and enjoy one another and give thanks
for our abundance. I really love

the spirit of celebration that comes
even when the energy of nature
is quiet at this time of year. It’s a
very nice contrast to have that celebratory energy with our family and
our friends.
Last night we had our Elephant Cloud employee Thanksgiving, and it’s my second year being
a part of that. It’s just so amazing,
such a great tribe of people I feel
really grateful for. Michelle and
Benjamin and what they’ve created
here and they’re so generous with
our family and our community.
And I love the sense of community
that comes from Neighbors Helping Neighbors, and there’s so many
different ways to connect with the
people in Crestone during this time
of year. I’m part of WinterFest, and
love getting to share my artwork
with people.
This time of year represents
the renewal of the cycle, but that’s
different depending on what culture you come from. For me, the
Solstice is the holiday because
that’s when the darkness reaches
its fulcrum and we start moving
back in the other direction. I’m not
really Christian, and don’t really
celebrate Christmas, per se, but
I do celebrate Solstice, and that’s
really fun for my kids. We try to
make it not really materially-oriented, but more about the celebration of the renewal of the season.

Jacob Pesqueira
My favorite thing about the
holidays is the awareness of each
other and the beautiful things in
our lives. Trapped in a little battle between finding what to do with
all this energy and where to put it
and to try to do the right thing, because often around this time I feel
so abundant and there are a lot
of people who aren’t abundant, so
I try to reach out to my kids and
get that into their minds. At this
point, it’s kind of a battle but I still
enjoy making them aware of what’s
happening in the world while they
ask for toys. I’m just happy for the
awareness of all that this time of
year, instead of everything just going on like usual. To just stop and

Lonny Roth
What I like about the Holidays
is mostly the Solstice and the dark,
and I think with Christmas lights
and everything, people kind of bring
out their own light and the parties
kind of bring out our own light, you
know? When there’s so much darkness we have to do it ourselves. I
really like that, and I like the
Christmas lights. And for me, it’s
a great season for business. That’s
good. I don’t really like the classic
holiday stuff, in a way. But I like
that we create energy ourselves. I
like having my kids. I get to hang
out with my kids. And if it gets really cold, I like how quiet it gets. If
it gets like 15 below zero, the snow’s
severely crunchy and silent. That
is really cool. The starkness when
people are afraid to be here, I like
that. I like how scary it is.

Alexander Kofi Washington
Every day is there for us—you
know, every day it’s a celebration,
it’s a holy day, it’s a happy Earth
Day, you know, and Thanksgiving.
So it’s like we’re waiting on the
world on these days for us because
we try to be in that space as much
as we can throughout the year. It’s
good for the family to get together, good tidings and good feelings
and respect and lovin’ each other.
Laughter of the kids and happy
things. We enjoy them.
Being in Crestone, in the sacred valley, where’s there’s accel-

erated energy, and having the elk
around and the deer, the eagles and
the hawks. It’s just so beautiful and
it’s way more connected to the earth
than in the city. My Lakota family, when we’ve been in ceremony
and watch the sun come up when
it’s been dark all night and you’re
working through your fears, that
sun coming up and even the grass is
giving thanks, animals of the night
are going to sleep and the trees and
grass reaching up and that thanksgiving, that gratitude. So we should
take a holy day of thanksgiving in
the light of all the stuff that’s happening in the world and in our country. Just put all that down for a second and let’s be in gratitude. This
cathedral here then, in Crestone, in
the San Luis Valley, it’s accelerated,
yeah, it’s beautiful.

Sasha Lovelace
It’s not the gifts, you know, it’s
the fun, the company and the spirit
that goes around everyone. You feel
more uplifted, and everyone is open,
and receiving and giving love and
affection and it’s just a good time, a
really good time. I don’t necessarily like the cold, but I love the snow!
And here in Crestone, you kind of
get a feel for the whole thing. The
deer are walking around. The snow
is on the ground. The mountains
are there, and they’re beautiful. I
just love it!
If you have feedback or suggestions for future topics, please email
peacelorilove@gmail.com. In addition to being the Staff Photographer
for The Crestone Eagle since 2012,
Lori Nagel is a freelance photographer, graphic designer & web designer. www.sunflowerstudios.us.com.

(5pm)
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Who We Are
Benjamin Byer:

Communication, mitigation, transportation
by Gussie Fauntleroy
One thing about Crestone/
Baca that appeals to Benjamin
Byer, co-owner of Elephant Cloud
Market and The Cloud Station
Café and music venue, is what he
calls “internal” diversity. “We’re
definitely a majority white community,” he points out, “but we have a
lot of color on the inside, a lot of diversity of life experiences and spiritual paths.” This perspective is an
invitation to opening more deeply
to each other’s uniqueness and
gifts, even with those we think we
know, he says. It’s something his
own life experiences have taught
him in his 39 years—although he
admits that early on he faced a
steep learning curve when it came
to social skills.
From mischievous to meditator
The Chicago suburb of Evanston, IL where Benjamin grew
up was one of the first towns in
the United States to achieve full
school integration, which meant
his schoolmates were roughly
50% white and 50% black. He had
friends of both races and a cousin who worked as a civil rights
lawyer. But he also describes his
young self as “up to no good.” That
meant multiple suspensions in
middle and high school for such
antics as taking fireworks to
school, but primarily for fighting.
“Being in a city environment, I got
picked on and had to stand up for
myself,” he says.
Then, during the summer after his junior year in high school, a
life-changing event took place. In
love with a girl a year older, Benjamin was shattered when she left
for college and the relationship
ended. In the midst of heartbroken
depression, he remembered the
storefront Zen temple a few blocks
from his family’s apartment. He
had long been curious about Eastern spirituality, and one Sunday
morning he walked through the
temple door. He learned to meditate and began a committed Zen
practice. The changes that resulted soon weeded out his more aggressive friends, since he was no
longer interested in fighting, and
revitalized his life. “I was able to
be comfortable with that ground
zero feeling,” he says.
In the years that followed,
close family relationships and intensive outdoor experiences also
shaped Benjamin’s life. His mother, Bonnie Byer, worked as a counselor for mothers who lost babies
in childbirth, and helped children
with learning disabilities. She now
lives part-time in Crestone. His
father, the late Stuart Byer, was a
former dentist who became a commodities broker, trading in corn at
the Chicago Board of Trade. He
enjoyed having his three children
around and as they got into their
teens, he hired them to assist his
assistants on the trading floor. At
14 Benjamin started working for

On The Cloud Station’s stage with Charity
Love.

Sitting Zazen, 2008.

his father, learning the complex
language of hand signals for buying and selling during the last
years of “open outcry,” before all
trading went online. He returned
to Chicago off and on to work at
the Board of Trade until he was
about 30, balancing the experiences of broker and Buddhist.
Outdoor life
Following high school Benjamin enrolled in the National Outdoor Leadership School: 90 days of
canoeing, backpacking, climbing,
and studying archeology in southeastern Utah, and learning outdoor winter survival skills in Wyoming. Two years later he would
repeat the experience, this time
in Patagonia—sea kayaking, trekking over ice fields, and enduring
wet, cold, and ceaseless winds in
terrain “where God sweeps the
Earth,” as he puts it. “It opened
me up to a whole other part of
life,” he says of outdoor learning.
“I needed it.”
During his early 20s Benjamin lived in Steamboat Springs,
where he earned his EMT certification and worked as a welder
and a rock-climbing guide. He also
became obsessed with telemark
skiing—and fell in love with Colorado. He took time out for a long
road trip in a camper, checking out
ski towns around western North
America and along the way discovering the San Francisco Zen Center. He then spent a year and a half
at Prescott College in Arizona,

Beekeeping is another of Benjamin’s passions.

Crestone
teahouse that later,
with Michelle
Beelendorf,
morphed
into
Elephant Cloud
Market. (Stitchery is another
of Benjamin’s
interests;
he
has sewed some
400
meditation
cushions
for local spiritual centers.) In
2012 Benjamin
Family at Benjamin and Michelle’s wedding, December 2012 in
Costa Rica: (left to right) Sunia, Mahryan holding Sunia’s daughter and
Michelle
Shoshanna, Shannen, Michelle, Benjamin, Benjamin’s sister Annie were married,
and her husband Oscar Garcia and their child Lucas, Benjamin’s
and today they
mother Bonnie, and Benjamin’s brother Michael.
own and run
Elephant Cloud
Market
and
Cloud Station. Benjamin does
the booking for the music venue,
which always includes local artists
as openers for out-of-town acts.
Local commitment
After living for a time in the
Baca, Benjamin and his family—
including Michelle’s son Mahryan,
daughters Sunia and Shannen,
and granddaughter Shoshanna—
now reside in town. Benjamin can
walk or ride his Segway to work,
and can walk into the mountains,
into the wild outdoors. He serves
on the Crestone town council, is
With newborn Shoshanna, 2012.
an ex-officio member of the town
planning commission, and recently helped organize the Crestone
focusing on ecological design and
Awareness Network, a communiBuddhist studies. But, he says,
ty-watch initiative prompted by
“It was a very self-directed school
the lack of full-time local law enand I realized I could direct myself
forcement.
without paying to go to college.”
Threading through all BenZen, tea, and music
jamin does are three principles he
So he returned to San Francalls “communication, mitigation,
cisco, living for a few months at
and transportation.” The first rethe Zen Center’s Green Gulch
volves around the arts, culture,
Farm and settling into a period of
and service, including tea, coffee,
intensive Zen practice. Through
and music at Cloud Station. The
the Center’s Richard Baker and
second involves safety, health,
Dan Welch, he found out about
and wellness, and the third repCrestone. In 2000 he visited for
resents ecologically minded ways
the first time and moved here in
of getting around. (He can broker
2001. He built a small, cob-conSegway sales and train in riding
struction house on the southern
them.) “What it really comes down
edge of the Grants and for seven
to,” he says, “is that Michelle and
years was heavily involved with
I are both really passionate about
Dragon Mountain Temple. Also
supporting the arts and building
during this period he traveled for
community, and obviously health
three months in Asia, practicing
and good food.”
as a monk at a Japanese Zen temGussie welcomes ideas for this
ple and living on a tea farm where
ongoing series on Crestone area
he discovered a passion for teas.
residents:
gussie7@fairpoint.net,
That led to opening Elephant
gussiefauntleroy.com.
Cloud Tea & Stitchery, the tiny
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Winter’s here! What to do? Introducing the Knowledge Exchange
Want to take some classes or
workshops with your friends for
free? Want to teach something for
trade or maybe a little cash? The
Knowledge Exchange is organizing
now. Find out how it works and get
your first class or two free. Sign up
for teaching, too. Meet some of the
amazing, talented and interesting
people who are your neighbors.
The Knowledge Exchange is a
project sponsored by Colorado Creative Industries and is facilitated
by Winter Ross, who was selected
by CCI to be a “Change Leader”.
Twice a year arts administrators
from around the state are trained
and encouraged to “certify” by
planning and carrying out a community project.
With a long-term vision of
creating a much longed-for “Community/Cultural Center or maybe
an Economic/Maker Space” in Crestone, Winter has started a small
piece of that project with a “Knowledge Exchange”. Aimed primarily
at Adult Education, the Knowledge
Exchange facilitates the ability
of individuals to offer, as well as
take, classes either in trade or for
cash. Full-timers know that things
can get slow and lonely during the
long winter. So the Knowledge Exchange will start out as a service
to community members right now
and will hopefully grow as a source
of “learning entertainment” for
summer visitors as well. It is hoped
that energy from the Knowledge
Exchange will eventually result in
another, this time successful, push
for a Community Center.

Ross’ responsibilities will be
to offer PR, help with scheduling,
send out notices, hold meetings
for membership recruitment and
teacher presentations, help with
finding sites for classes and offer
suggestions. However, there are
very few “rules” and people will be
free to negotiate their own trades
with the help of vouchers or “Instructional Hour Bucks”. She will
also create a catalog of class offerings by the first of the year, has
already established a Facebook
group, and has begun to put together a list of members.
The first meeting of the
Knowledge Exchange was held Oct.
30 in a private artist’s home located
in the town of Crestone. The owner
has offered a dedicated room of her
house as a “crafters space” for this
project.
The second meeting was held
in November at the Hacker Space,
the former “Yes!” building near the
current library. The Hacker Space
houses a wood shop, kitchen, meeting room and computer lab but is
not located in the town center. It
has great potential and we hope to
introduce more community members to its possibilities.
December’s meeting will be at
Little Shepherd Episcopal Church,
Dec. 11, where a few people will
present what they’re teaching.
The goal of these gatherings
is to introduce people to the program, the space and to each other.
(No long drawn-out organizational
meetings! Ross will offer to meet
with people one-on-one for advice

and feedback on how the project is
working.)
You don’t have to have a traditionally “creative” skill to share.
We have folks offering computer
technology, languages, solar workshops, yoga, personal growth, healing techniques, cooking, a salon to
discuss current events, etc. along
with the expected arts offerings.
Contact Winter Ross at win-

tersweb@gmail.com and she’ll
make sure you get on the list and
into the fun. Join the Facebook
group “Knowledge Exchange Crestone” for ideas, sample class descriptions and networking.
This is a Colorado Creative
Industries/Change Leader project
which came about because some of
you put the idea out there!

,2015

Crestone Mercantile
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave
Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m.
(719) 256-5887

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m.
(719) 256-5885

Happy Holidays!!

Bob’s Place: 182 E Galena Ave

OPENING SOON

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave
Open 7 Days a Week
8a.m to 5p.m.

New at the Grocery Store:

 Smoked meats including fish, pork shoulders,

sausages and our very own bacon!!!
 Locally baked pies, cookies and breads.
 Tons of local jerky in 8 different flavors.
 Seasonal items like peppermint creamers,
winter roast coffees and cured meats.

Crestone Mercantile Hardware

Bob’s Place is coming back!!!

-We missed it too. We have made
some changes that we’re sure
everyone will love. Everything will
be made from scratch, be ready
faster and just be really tasty.

The BEST STOCKED Hardware store in the
San Luis Valley!
Meet all of your camping, automotive,
household, plumbing, paint, electrical,
lumber, gardening, office & electrical needs
right here in CRESTONE! Come check out
our new paint mixer; it’s state of the art, fast
and consistent. Time to repaint those
interior walls because it’s cold outside and
you’re bored.
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Sri Aurobindo Learning Center
Things still to be learned
by Rod Hemsell
We have all heard a great
deal of moaning and ranting about
the election, and it certainly isn’t
that these issues don’t matter, but
from the spiritual point of view
the effects on people’s minds and
lives can be alleviated if one can
step back from “phenomenal appearances” into a larger vision.
As I have responded to some of
those who seem to be so aghast,
destiny is something that it may
be wise to believe in, to a certain
extent. All that we have to experience in a lifetime is given to us
in a way that leads to the unfolding of our self, our consciousness,
our knowledge, our character,
our truth. But the events of our
experience are not those things
that are facilitated by the events;
they are universals and, as such,
are spiritual: immortal verities.
Against those truths, values, ideas, wider and profounder meanings, the events themselves are
close to nothing in importance.
So human beings learn, age after
age, to look beyond the immediate
experiences and circumstances to
those universal truths; and every
age of humanity is another opportunity. Homer and Vyasa wrote
it all: the eternal return of the
same, in ever new forms. This is
the “heroic” attitude.
For humanity in general,
there is still so much to learn, even
after all these millennia of “progress”. And the process is accelerating. So let’s see what is there
to be learned now. The media interpretations of things, which includes progressive, academic media, may sometimes obscure the
deeper longer-range reasons for
things. Progress may be something more than it’s reported to
be. The things we “cherish”, like
our immediate preferences, goals,
achievements, may not be as important as we think.

This is perhaps the most persistent theme in Savitri:
O man, the events that meet
thee on thy road,
Though they smite thy body
and soul with joy and grief,
Are not thy fate,—they touch
thee awhile and pass;
Even death can cut not short
thy spirit’s walk:
Thy goal, the road thou choosest are thy fate.
Although it is a hard lesson to
accept by the mind that is carried
away on whatever waves of immediate attraction and repulsion may
strike, or even by the more settled
ethical intelligence, there is still the
possibility of that udasinata we have
spoken about previously, “being seated above”, which sees more than the
surface of things. As Sri Aurobindo
wrote in an early essay on Yoga:
“The Yogin knows God’s way of
working and is aware that the improbable often happens, that facts
mislead. He rises above reason to
that direct and illuminated knowledge which we call vijnanam. The
desire-driven mind is enmeshed in
the intricate tangle of good and evil,
of the pleasant and the unpleasant,
of happiness and misfortune. It
strives to have the good always, the
pleasant always, the happiness always. It is elated by fortunate happenings, disturbed and unnerved
by their opposite. But the illuminated eye of the seer perceives that
all leads to good; for God is all and
God is sarvamangalam (the divine
in all). He knows that the apparent
evil is often the shortest way to the
good, the unpleasant indispensable
to prepare the pleasant, misfortune
the condition of obtaining a more
perfect happiness. His intellect is
delivered from enslavement to the
dualities.”
For information about the activities of the Sri Aurobindo Learning Center, please call 719-2564917.

P.O. Box 88
83 North Baca Grant Way
Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917
sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Take 10% off
your Holiday
Shopping
by mentioning
this ad
at checkout.
Lots of Great
Gift Ideas!

Maha Lakshmi Shop
Incense, scarves, shawls, saris,
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers,
prayer flags, singing bowls, CD's,
crystals, books, purses, statues,
clothes, Weleda products, & more.

Open 10am - 5pm Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108
email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Full-moon fire ceremony last month at the Ashram with nearly 100 people in attendance.
We are so blessed!

News from the Haidakhandi
Universal Ashram
by Ramloti
November continued to be a
busy month at the Ashram, the
unusually warm weather the first
half of the month was certainly
conducive to allowing for many
visitors. Meanwhile, the Ashram
Board of Directors has been working on some policies to facilitate
harmony at and with the Ashram.
We have most recently completed
an Ashram Grievance/Reconciliation Policy. The purpose of this
policy is to let people know how
we would like you to deal with
any confusion, misunderstanding,
or concern you may have with the
Ashram. It reads as follows:
The Haidakhandi Universal
Ashram is committed to Babaji’s
teachings to live in Truth, Simplicity and Love. Toward this goal
we have processes for resolving
grievances and issues, and finding
reconciliation to support harmonious relationships with and at the
Ashram.
If anyone feels hurt, confused,
in conflict or questions a policy,
person or decision of the Ashram
and needs help resolving their issue, please do the following:
1. To respect the process and
privacy of all involved, please hold
the matter in confidence.
2. Contact by Email (at
GRT@babajiashram.org) or letter (at GRT c/o HUA, P.O. Box 9,
Crestone, CO 81131) the Ashram
Grievance/Reconciliation
Team
(GRT) describing your concern.
3. The GRT will respond to
the correspondence in a timely
manner and meet with the party
or parties involved and seek to resolve the issue.
4. If the issue cannot be resolved by the GRT, the services
of a third party mediator will be
brought in until reconciliation is
found.
The members of the GRT
(Grievance/Reconciliation Team)
are Vesper Gers, Linda Joseph,
Mark Rosen, Alycia Chambers,
and Ramloti. Please call the Ashram if you have any questions
about this at 719-256-4108.
Our full-moon fire ceremony
this month is on Tuesday, December 13 and our new-moon fire

ceremony is on Wednesday, December 28. The fire ceremonies
begin at 10am and are followed by
a meal. Morning aarati is at 7am
and evening aarati is at 6pm. At
8am there is generally a small indoor fire ceremony after morning
aarti. We do not have one on the
days we have a large one. Please
call the Ashram at 719-256-4108
or email us at info@babajiashram.
org for proper protocol for attending fire ceremonies and any other
questions.
The Maha Lakshmi Shop is
full and ready to serve you for all
of your holiday shopping and if
you mention this article, we will
happily give you 10% off as our
gift to you. We have lots of fun,
little stocking stuffers like deity
magnets, paperweights, pendants,
bangles, bindis, and a huge array of incense and diffuser oils.
We recently received shipments
of new singing bowls, hanging
crystals, silk saris, cotton pants,
silk scarves, deity candles, prayer
flags, malas, oils, yantras, soaps,
bells, purses, bracelets, om curtains, murtis, a few Divine Mother
2017 Calendars, beautiful greeting cards, fine prints by Rita Beralt, and many other great gift
items, so stop by or give us a call
about these.
We are offering 50% off all
of our gently used saris, Punjabi
suits, and blouses. We just received a huge new batch of them.
The Shop is open every day from
10am until 5pm. We invite you to
come in and look around, it is sort
of like going to India! We deeply
appreciate your support. You may
view some of what is in our Shop
on our website at http://mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.
For more information about
the Ashram, please visit our website at www.babajiashram.org
where you will find a calendar of
upcoming events, many stories by
devotees, writings about Shri Babaji and the Divine Mother, and
the Ashram schedule. We also
invite you to visit the Ashram at
any time. We love to share Shri
Babaji’s and Mother’s home with
others. Just drop by or give us a
call at 719-256-4108.
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Travels with Kizzen
(Note: Dear friends came for a
visit last month. Professional photographers and writers, they travel
the world and collect friends. Yva
and I went for a Crestone ride while
her husband rested his broken leg at
our home. Here is her blog story of
our day together. —kz)
by Yva Momatiuk
And here comes Wikipedia, hitting
some primary nails on the head:
The Town of Crestone is a
Statutory Town in Saguache County, Colorado, United States. The
town population was 127 at the
2010 United States Census. It is a
small village at the foot of the western slope of the Sangre de Cristo
Range, in the northern part of the
San Luis Valley. Crestone was a
small mining town, but little paying ore was discovered. The area,
which includes the Baca Grande, a
former ranch now subdivided and
inhabited by close to 1,700 people,
is a spiritual center with several
world religions represented, including a Hindu temple, a Zen center, a
co-ed Carmelite monastery, several
Tibetan Buddhist centers, and miscellaneous New Age happenings.

It also includes Janet and Kizzen, our old friends who live on a
narrow unpaved lane in a one bedroom log cabin, warmed this time
of year by a large wood stove, many
wise books and two significant dogs.
They publish The Crestone Eagle, a
highly progressive yet not divisive
community newspaper which asks
pertinent questions, such as: Why
do elk bugle? and: Colorado: Red,
purple—now blue? They also lend
their talents to local projects which
require perseverance, ingenuity
and hope.
Hope? Indeed: in spite of every
damaging political news splitting
our country into hostile chunks
breathing fear and loathing, they
seem to believe that our better angels will eventually raise on their
pointy toes and pull us above all
we fear and loath. Good luck, good
luck . . .

The pointy toes idea brings
me to John’s still broken leg, clad
in a striped merino wool sock with
a large letter R stitched on his big
toe: this is to make sure he knows
which leg is broken. And since he
still cannot walk and Janet has a
pile of chores to chase, Kizzen loads
me and her husky mix into her SUV
and we drive to mail some stuff
from the PO in the village. We will
be back soon, we say.
How soon is soon? Kizzen decides I need to see the new health
food store—enormous, with tons of
items—but where do the customers
come from? Do they bugle as they
arrive? It turns out the back of the
store shelters a cafe, already full of
locals (it is 11am) and a small band
of musicians showering the place
with tunes and tunelets.

We leave and follow the main
drag, passing a grand municipal
building which also shelters a food
bank and since Kizzen is one of the
mighty pillars of the community, we
stop every few feet, roll down our
windows and greet whoever needs
to be greeted (remember these better angels? they dwell here in large
and unruly numbers . . .)
So much humanity at 11:15
am! I am not used to it.
I turn my eyes to the lichen
eyes on a nearby aspen trunk and
feel safer: the trunk and I do not
talk but just meet on these western slopes of the Sangre de Cristo
Range and this is good. I am not
fully domesticated these days and
need my tree friends to hold me up
and tell me what to do.
But Kizzen is not adverse to
trees, either, and shows me the tree
house her 12-year old son worked on
many years ago with a little help of
his friends. The structure is no longer sound but if I were to find a new
adventurous dwelling I may consider renovating it for our private use.
Yes, the Big Right Foot could join
me here if he wished.
The dog is Peggy Sue, and she
can open any closed doors in Kizzen’s and Janet’s cabin.
Back to the main drag and its
joys of murals.
I am trying to pry deeper into
the life of this community and ask
Kizzen about a local cemetery. She
says; ah yes! and drives me across
a lovely sage and juniper valley. We
turn into a small gravel road and
here it is: the only outdoor human
cremation facility in the United
States which—I learn—will perform a funeral pyre, regardless of

their religion, with families able to
participate. The funeral pyre is a
simple concrete and brick-hearth
with a steel grate, and a body is
usually wrapped in a simple cloth,
and then surrounded by logs and
covered with juniper branches.
Then anything may happen—music? words? tears?—and the pyre
goes ablaze. Kizzen says that during the dead of winter—with deep
Colorado frost and cold cold winds
blowing from the icy ridges—many
mourners may come close to the fire
and turn their backs to warm their
living bodies.

I learn that Kizzen’s close
friends were cremated here, too.
Some recently, and her eyes tear up.
I feel my own tears coming up, too: a
companionable grief, a shared sadness. But this, to her and to me, is a
great place to bid farewell to people
we loved, away from everything but
the mountain range now wrapped
in fog and the desert breathing in
and out. Small copper plaques are
the only markers measuring the
passage of time, and Kizzen touches them one by one. I see a Polish
name, and below a Danish one.
They are world travelers even now,
in this great Colorado valley.
And the desert plant life? it
folds its feathery wings before first
snow comes.
Kizzen is on
the roll and drives
on: this time along
a road lined with
stupas,
ashrams
and other holy structures. The gold glistens, the sky clouds
over and breaks
again. We stop, walk,
touch the silence. We
are not religious but
we know the meaning of reverence and
cherish its weight.

Lured by a nearby stream, I
walk into the forest and discover
an aspen trunk blazing with lichens, something I have not seen
anywhere else. Not even on aspen
rich slopes of Boulder Mountain in
Utah, not even in the Rockies. Usually, lichens live on rocks and leave
aspens alone, but here they climb
the trunks as if to get higher and
have a better view of all things.
Further down the road is
a lovely ashram, with its Divine
Mother of Haidakhand presiding:
the Great Mother of all creation, the
Supreme Spirit. Behind her shrine,
there are lovely paintings which
stop the heart.
And rich fabrics folded and
twisted in the light so clear every
strand sings.
And at the end of the road
I see another white and golden
stupa, surrounded by prayer flags
and sheltered by the sea of boiling
clouds. The space. The sky. Oh . . .
Kizzen is happy here: we travelled together for hours now, and listened to the running water and our
silent memories, and even bought
some bread in the ashram. She says
we have been gone for a long time
and they—Janet and John—may be
wondering by now what happened
to us. I say: “Tell them the post office lines were very long today,” and
we drive home.
Janet meets us in front of the
cabin and asks: “What happened
to you two? We were getting concerned” and Kizzen, as cool as a ripe
cucumber after a cold rain, says:
“The post office lines were awfully
long today” and we leave it at that.
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Aging as an art
by Ammi Kohn

My comrade
in aging
Words are a very important
part of his life, so now I give him
beautiful words.
Faustus (Marv Mattis) was
my collaborator for this column,
a wordsmith and a poet, so now I
read to him every day, giving him
poetic and literary juice, the stimulation of a beautiful writing style
and interesting stories. He always
perks up when he sees me, my face
pressed against the door’s window
panes. Usually I put on a grimace
or silly expression to amuse him. I
am his fellow wordsmith, come to
give him a reading. He lifts his
hand slowly and languidly motions
with his fingers for me to come in,
always his face filled with a sweet
warm smile.
I read M.F.K. Fisher to him, a
very fine author from the 30s and
40s. She writes mostly about food.
Yesterday I read the forward to her
book, Sister Age. Faustus decided
that he wants to stop listening to
the memoir/essays framed around
food and begin Sister Age, short
stories about aging. He has become
more emotional, moisture sometimes pools in his eyes at poignant
sentences and phrases. Or is he
just extra sensitive because of his
rationed remaining time, appreciating more fully all the things we
most often take for granted? He

tells me the secret to full living is
delicious food and good love.
Don’t think that Faustus gets
all the benefit of these visits. Seva
(selfless service) is its own reward
and I do believe that I receive as
much as I give.
I travel to that far country
with him and get a taste of my possible future. I experience for real,
not in my imagination, aging and
frailty and the reality of our common end. It makes me all the more
aware that I should prepare myself
for the inevitable, not to deny it or
try to escape from it, but to embrace the reality.
When I leave his house the
dopamine that floods my brain
from doing a kindness for my
friend and contemporary is like
heady delicious wine, reminding
me that comradeship in aging, the
sharing of the late part of our lives
after so many years of living, is far
more precious and meaningful in
many ways than the innocent and
naive friendships of our youth. We
understand together the universal experiences and feelings in her
stories, though often clothed in circumstances different from our past,
stories which tell of basic truths we
now more fully comprehend in our
older years.
We are fellow wordsmiths,
Faustus and I, listening to stories and hearing together Time’s
Winged Chariot.

KATHLEEN WILLOW
PHOTO BY JENNIFER ESPERANZA

LICENSED MASSAGE THERAPIST

Nurturing Your Body
Take Good
Care
Soothing
Your
Mind
Of
Your
Deep
Peace
Nourishing Your
Soul
Specializing in LaStone Therapy
& therapeutic massage
with exquisite Floracopeia &
Dr. Hauschka aromatic oils

Join the “smooth skin”
Laser Club!

Good until
12/31/2016

~ specializing in ~
Minimally Invasive Aesthetics
Call for your complimentary consultation

(719) 256-6600

Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

Special showing of Open-Air, a film of a CEOLP cremation ceremony, at the IFC/CEOLP
monthly open meeting Wednesday, December 14 at 7pm, at the Fellowship Hall
of the Little Shepherd Church, Crestone. Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Joyce Meyer Article

Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church
Corner of Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

Future treatments at the same low price!

Year-end
Special

Crestone End of Life Project

Death, that which is Universal, must be a Blessing.

Any filler or Botox purchase ($200 min.)
You get a FULL face & neck
Matrix CO2 laser treatment
for just $999 (Save over $500!)

After

Loving
the way God
loves means
you love when there’s nothing in
it for you; it’s all about giving out
and not expecting anything in return. We’re called to outreach, not
in-reach.
Before you can love others,
you have to experience God’s love
in your own life, because you can’t
give away something you don’t
have. Then you have to be willing
to ask God to teach you to love the
way He loves.
Live to love!
I used to be selfish, self-centered, always thinking about how I
could get my way. And I was miserable. I had to accept God’s love for
me before I could love anyone else.
So I decided to study God’s
love in the Word, pray for God to
change my heart, and confess what
His Word says about His love for
me. Every day I would say out loud,
“God loves me,” and I would say it
over and over to purposely keep
this truth in my heart throughout
the day. After a year of doing this, I
finally got a revelation about God’s
love for me.
Now I am able to receive God’s
love and love others the way Jesus
taught us to love. I don’t do it perfectly all the time, but I’ve come a
long way and am making progress
every day. My prayer is, “God, show
me how I can help others. Make me
a blessing everywhere I go. I want
to live to love You and others.”
The truth is you can’t be
selfish and also be happy or have
peace.
Make it your goal each day to
pursue God’s love and then give it
away. First Corinthians 14:1 says
to “eagerly pursue and seek to acquire love” So go after it with all
your might, and ask God to make
you a blessing everywhere you
go! You can do something to help
someone. You can live to love, just
like Jesus.

www.crestone-end-of-life.org • 719.588.7415 or 719.937.7802• ceolp.info@gmail.com

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

Before

by Joyce Meyer
The Bible teaches us that
it’s God’s will for us to help hurting people. In John 13:34-35, Jesus
says, “I give you a new commandment: that you should love one another. Just as I have loved you, so
you too should love one another. By
this shall all know that you are My
disciples, if you love one another . .
.” . Matthew 22:37-38 says, “. . . You
shall love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind. This is
the . . . first commandment. And a
second is like it: You shall love your
neighbor as yourself ”.
The love message is the power
of the Gospel. It’s so simple: Love
God and love your neighbor as you
love yourself. We often think we
need someone to love us, but what
we really need is someone to love.
And the world is desperate for real
love, so it isn’t hard to find someone
who needs to be loved.
We live in a society that
drives people to selfishness. So
much of the advertising we see
and hear influences us to want
more and more and to never be
satisfied with what we have. But
the more selfish and self-centered
we are, the less power we have to
do good and help others.
The good news is we have
what we need in Christ to overcome
a selfish, “What about me?!” mindset and lifestyle. We have the power of God’s love! It’s the answer to
every dilemma and problem in our
society today. And as Christians,
our goal is to represent Christ in
the world and show His love.
What is true love?
Love is not just a feeling, or a
theory, or a nice word. It’s action—
it’s the way you treat people, what
you do for others. Love will always
cost you something: time, energy,
effort, money, giving up your pride,
doing what’s right when you don’t
feel like it, keeping a good attitude
when you don’t get your way.

PO Box 1238, Crestone, CO 81131

719. 256. 5469

Debra Irizarry, M.D. FACS
Matrix
CO2 Laser

Moving Up Higher
Real love for real life

MEMBER

®

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
PLASTIC SURGEONS

www.doctordeb.co • contact@doctordeb.co
Crestone: Baca Professional Building • 46 Camino Baca Grande | Salida: Bella Vita Salon • 1447 G St.

Sunday Services
Bible Study Thursdays
Prayer Services Mon & Fri
Food Bank Tuesdays
Events at Sangre de Cristo Trading Post in Moffat:
Prayer Breakfast every 2nd Saturday
Shabbat Celebration every 1st Friday

3:00 pm
6:00 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm
8:00 am
6:00 pm

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions.
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Kidz Korner
This p a g e is b ro u g h t to yo u b y: M. Dia ne Ba irstow
w w w. g y p s y po etp ro d u ctio n s.c o m

Mad Libs

One player prompts others for a list of words to substitute for blanks in a story,
before reading the—often comical or nonsensical—story aloud. The game is frequently played as a party game or as a pastime.

A Visit from St. Nick

‘Twas the night before _______, when all thro’ the_______,
(noun)

Not a _______ was stirring, not even a_______;
(noun)

(noun)

(animal)

When out on the _______ there _______ such a _______,
(noun)

(past tense verb)

(adjective)

I ______ from the _______ to see ________
(past tense verb)

(furniture)

(something happening)

When, what to my _______ _______ should appear,
(adjective) (body part)

But a _______ _______, and _______ tiny _______,
(adjective) (vehicle)

(number)

(animals)

So up to the _______ the _______ they _______,
(noun)

(animals)

(past tense verb)

With the _______ full of _______ - and _______ too:
(noun)

(plural noun)

(name)

Down the _______ _______came with a _______:
(noun)

(name)

(adverb)

He _______ not a _______, but went straight to his _______,
(verb)

(noun)

(noun)

And _______ all the _______; then _______ with a _______,
(past tense verb)

(plural noun)

(verb)

And _______ his _______ aside of his _______
(past tense verb)

(body part)

(adverb)

How wide is the world’s
largest snowflake?
a. 5 inches wide
b. 10 inches wide
c. 2 feet wide
d. 15 inches wide

(body part)

And giving a _______, up the _______ he _______.
(action)

(noun)

(past tense verb)

And I _______ him _______, ere he _______ out of _______
(past tense verb)(past tense) (past tense verb)

Happy _______ to all, and to _______ a good _______.
Part of Speech
Meaning
Noun
Person place or thing
Plural Noun
Several people, places or things
Adjective
Description word
Action word
Verb
Past tense verb Actions happening in the past
Adverb
Modifies verb, adjective, or adverb

(exclamation)

Example
mother, apple, dress, ipad, car
mothers, apples, dresses, ipads ...
green, big, small, silly, sweet, cool
run, fly, dance, cry, sing, laugh
ran, flew, danced, cried, sang ...
kindly, slowly, here, often, very

CONNECT THE DOTS

How much does an average cumulus cloud weigh?
a. 5 lbs
b. 50 lbs
c. 100 lbs
d. 1 million lbs

Merry Christmas

What do snowmen eat for
breakfast?
Frosted Flakes!
What do snowmen wear on
their heads?
Ice Caps!
How do snowmen get around?
On their Icicles.
Why was Santa’s little helper
depressed?
Because he had low elf
esteem!
What do you call people who
are afraid of Santa Claus?
Claustrophobic!

Answers

The largest recorded snowflake was in Keogh, MT during year 1887, and was 15
inches wide.

(noun)

What do you get when you
cross an apple with a Christmas
tree?
A pineapple!

According to scientists, the
weight of the average cumulus cloud is 1.1 million
pounds! Think about that for
a moment. This means that at
any given moment, there are
millions of pounds of water
floating above your head.
That’s the equivalent of 100
elephants.

(noun)

(noun)

What did Adam say on the day
before Christmas?
It’s Christmas, Eve!
What do lions sing at
Christmas?
Jungle Bells.
What do vampires sing on New
Year’s Eve?
Auld Fang Syne!
What do you call a cat on the
beach at Christmas?
Sandy Claus!
What do you get if you eat
Christmas decorations?
Tinselitis!
What do you get if you cross a
bell with a skunk?
Jingle Smells!
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Moffat School News is
sponsored by
Alamosa
589-6653 or 587-4035

Moffat School news
Ms. Vigil’s combined 2nd/3rd
grade classroom in Moffat are becoming published authors! For
20 years Student Treasures Publishing has provided the free tools
needed for classrooms all over the
country to help create more than
12 million young authors. Ms. Vigil heard about Student Treasures
through Scholastic Books.
“Student Treasures prides
themselves on creating memories
and cherished keepsakes through
one-of-a-kind books, but the real
value of student publishing goes
far beyond the book itself. Publishing is a unique learning experience
that teaches young students teamwork, the writing process, and how
good it feels to be rewarded for giving their best effort. This project
engages students on another level.
It boosts their confidence and inspires a love for learning that lasts
long after the books arrive.” (Student Treasures, 2014).
Ms. Vigil noticed her classroom this year shows a true love of
writing, and thought that it would
be an awesome idea to have the class
write a book and have it published.
After discussing and voting for our
favorite book ideas, we all agreed

that a book about animals is what
we would like to write about. We
had just finished researching and
writing animal reports in science,
so we felt very comfortable about
writing a book on animal facts. We
chose our favorite animal and spent
a few days researching and organizing our data on a graphic story organizer. From this data, we chose
our favorite facts and wrote a rough
draft of a story about our chosen
animal. After editing, revising and
writing final drafts, we were finally
ready to illustrate and write our
stories on the pages provided by the
publisher.
I cannot tell you how rewarding it is to see such enjoyment
and enthusiasm come from the
students during this process. We
will send our book to the publishers this November and will receive
our finished books by the end of
January. We are so excited and
can hardly wait until our books are
shipped. If you are interested in
becoming a published author yourself just get on the Student Treasures website and they will walk
you through the whole process:
www.studenttreasures.com.

Red Ribbon Week
a success county-wide
From October 23 through
October 31, all of the Saguache
County government offices and Saguache County schools participated
in Red Ribbon Week. Those participating wore their red ribbons the
entire week, decorated their offices/
doors, and dressed up in the theme
for the scheduled days. Schools also
participated in taking a pledge to
be drug and bully-free. A special
thank you to Iris Garcia, Saguache

County Public Health Prevention
Coordinator, for getting various donations, and Amanda Gibson-Burgess, School Counselor at Mountain Valley School, for helping to
organize Red Ribbon Week. Also
a huge thank you to all the local
businesses and individuals who donated items. Thank you everyone
who participated and helped make
our second county-wide Red Ribbon
Week a great success!

Wishing you
a joyous Holiday Season &
a happy & prosperous New Year

Trust & Strength Since 1899

Monte Vista
852-5991

Moffat 11th & 12th grades
attend College Fair at ASU
Moffat High School seniors and juniors attended the College Fair
at Adams State University on November 7. Students were able to apply
to various colleges throughout the state of Colorado and surrounding
states. The senior class continues to look at various majors and apply to
colleges. Some of our students have already been accepted to their top
choice colleges!

San Luis Valley Career Fair
On November 15 Moffat High School attended the San Luis Valley
Career Fair at the Alamosa National Armory. Career fields that were present included health sciences, criminal justice, human services, education,
skilled trades, technology, business/marketing, STEM and agriculture/natural resources. Students had the opportunity to ask questions and even
have some hands-on activities tied to various career areas. At the end of
the Career Fair, all the students had the chance to win prizes based on
their Career Bingo Sheet. Congratulations to Adam Humphrey and Jared
Sheppard for winning prizes!

Everyone’s talking about Moffat’s
Cowboy Concession Stand
Word on the street is that the
Cowboy Concession Stand is the
place to grab a bite to eat on the run,
or to stay and watch the basketball
games while enjoying a delicious
meal. Any way you look at it, our
Moffat Cowboy Concession stand offers something for everyone!
This seasonal concession
stand is open with specific hours
of operation during the middle
school and high school basketball
season home games, and offers a
wide variety of choices such as:
beef hotdogs, chilidogs, hamburgers and cheeseburgers, chili, frito
pies, candy, chips, drinks, and on
occasion they may even offer delicious baked goods, made by our
very own concession manager,
Patte Reaves-Smith.
This concession stand is a
fundraiser that helps fund several

of our school-based clubs, and it
provides our students with valuable communication, money and life
skills they need to be successful in
the world today.
Your concession stand purchases and/or any monetary contributions made to our School Environment Fund go to support all Pre-K
through 12th students in need of
athletic shoes, warm coats, mittens,
shoes, school supplies, etc., and is
one where community involvement
and support continue providing activities such as a prom.
So don’t take our word for it;
come on in and grab a bite to eat!
Please visit our school website at
www.moffatschools.org for a list of
games and times when the Cowboy
Concession Stand will be open.

Student-led conferences
On November 3 Moffat Pre-K through 12th grades participated in Student Led Conferences. Students created portfolios that consisted of their
strengths, areas of improvement, academic, career and personal goals and
work assignments. Students presented their portfolios to their parents/
guardians and discussed their work, test scores, etc. The schoolwide goal
was to increase parent participation, and it far exceeded our expectations
with 94% of Pre-K through 12th grade students’ parents attending. The
next Student Led Conference is scheduled for March 9, 2017 and we are
hoping for 100% on parent involvement.

- From all of us at Moffat Consolidated Schools #2 Meeting the needs of the art, craft, game and hobby communities!

3211 Main Street in Alamosa, in the Villa Mall
(719) 937-2570 • www.hobbytown.com
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CCS’s Early Elementary superheroes are saving the habitats of endangered animals.
photo by Michael Pacheco


Making a difference
by Daya Scheide
In other CCS news, Lyndsay
Duebber’s early elementary students have been busy transforming
into superheroes to save the living
creatures of our planet! As part of
their “Superheroes Saving Habitats” project, kindergarteners and
first graders created informational
posters, acted in a video, and held
bake sales to raise money for the
protection of endangered species. So
far they’ve raised enough money to
adopt a snow leopard and a panda.

Clancy Walsh shares his smile with students. 

Charter School news: Clancy Walsh

CCS’s kindergarteners & first graders created informational posters of endangered
animals. 
photo by Daya Scheide

Elementary students create Greek myths
woven in yarn. Different colors represent
parts of the story.  photo by Kristy Knight

photo by Kathryn Brady

And speaking of making a positive difference in the world, Robin
Blankenship’s intermediate class
is working together to create holiday gift boxes full of toys and useful items for children in need in over
130 countries across the globe. The
project is called “Operation Christmas Child.” The whole community
is invited to be a part of this great
initiative. 4th and 5th grade students are now accepting donations
of small toys, kids’ hygiene items,
and school supplies.

by Daya Scheide
On October 26, one of Crestone Charter School’s most beloved teachers, Clancy Walsh, passed
away peacefully after his struggle
with melanoma. Clancy will always be remembered as a teacher
who truly embodied the Charter
School’s commitment to nurturing
the minds, bodies, and spirits of
our precious children. His kindergarten and first grade classroom
was always overflowing with music, creativity, and the laughter of
children. It was an environment in
which our youngest students felt
safe and happy, where learning
was joyful, and every day was an
adventure. Those who were fortu-

nate enough to have Clancy as a
teacher, to have a child in his class,
or to simply know him as a friend
will alway be grateful to have
known such a wonderfully wise
and kind-hearted teacher. We love
you, Clancy!
For Clancy
If only you could see all the
Smiles you brought me
If only you could see all the
Help you gave me
Then you would know what it
is like
to have a teacher like you.
—Caroline Anderson
(current 6th grader, and Clancy’s student from 2009 to 2011)

Dies Librorum / Day of Books

Saturday, Dec. 10, 2016
12 noon - 8 pm
10 authors! 15% off their books

Refreshments, appetizers
all day!

In historic downtown Salida

135 F Street

CCS high school students solder motors together as part of the Quad Copter Tech
photo by Michael Pacheco
Mentorships. 

The Crestone
Charter School

with Don Richmond

Sunday,
December 18,18,
6pm 6pm
Sunday,
December
Milagros Coffee House, Alamosa
Milagros
Coffeea House,
Admission:
donation of Alamosa
a
non-perishable
foodaitem
for the Foodof
Bank
Admission:
donation
a
non-perishable food item for the Food Bank

crayons provided by
of Alamosa

wishes you
all the best holidays
filled with joyful moments
to be cherished & treasured.
Happy Holidays &
an inspiring 2017!
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The Washington Beat
The double-side nasty:
Getting it wrong & getting it
right in the age of populism
by David Nicholas
Well, here we are. The voters
have spoken and it is Presidentelect Donald J. Trump. There, I
have said it. Now this could stick in
my craw for a long time, but no, I
intend to frame last month’s column
as a reminder that as much as I intend, I am not always right. There
is history to this political upset. The
lesson of Reagan’s win in 1980 causing Democrats heartburn and disorientation for years, now must be
one of “nils bastardi carborundum”
(essentially, don’t let the bastards
get you down). As my dad used to
say when I fell down and scraped
my knee: get up immediately, rub it
and run. Rub it and run.
In this period, which will
take most Democrats’ serious soul
searching to get over what happened on November 8, it’s best to
observe that not everything goes
the way you want in politics, but
you have to like and respect the
process. It’s not always fair, in
fact very rarely fair, no one said it
would be, but it’s what you can live
with and make the best of the hand
you are dealt.
As hard as it is to believe that
he won the ring, now the Presidentelect has to convince the majority
of US voters who voted for Hillary
Clinton that he’s fit do the job.
On the other side of the election, it appears we are in for uncertain times. The President-elect on
what he will do during his term is
still an unknown. He says a lot of
things, but as they are so contradictory, his words are cheap. Despite
the fact that as careless or as deliberate his words are, you/we/us have
to watch what he does, actions being louder than words.
The President-elect still insists he will send back 2-3million
“bad hombres” south of the border
within his first 100 days. He insists

the wall on
the
US/
Mexico border will be built, but he now says in
some areas the fence will do and he
has backtracked on getting Mexico
to pay for it.
After his first visit to the
White house and his meeting with
President Obama—a meeting that
went for about 90 minutes instead
of the ten minutes that were scheduled—he may keep some important
provisions of Obamacare.
On CBS’ 60 Minutes interview with Lesley Stahl on November 13, the President-elect said
same-sex marriage is settled law,
while Roe v. Wade is still an issue
and the justices he selects for the
US Supreme Court will be pro-life
in their outlook.
What this does do is to see
whether the current checks and
balances designed to keep out
demagogues and self-styled autocrats will stand the free-range
onslaught that Republicans, with
majorities in both houses in the
Congress, are currently foreshadowing to carry out their conservative agenda. We shall see.
Why was I so wrong?
Hillary Clinton had won the
popular vote over Donald Trump
67.6 million (48.2%) to 62.4 million
(46.5%) as of November 26, but in
the wrong places. California and
Colorado voted for Hillary but Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa didn’t, and those states
mattered more. The polls were way
wrong, and the unforeseen (a caveat I always give 20 days before the
election), happened. I got it totally
wrong, but 20 days out Mrs. Clinton
looked like a winner and it looked
like it was going to be effortless going into November.
In the immediate response to
her defeat, Mrs. Clinton blamed
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FBI director James Comey for his
emails on the Anthony Weiner
server in an innocuous letter to
Republican Party representatives
that signaled that the email investigation was reopened. Truth be
told, it did have an effect, maybe
a loss of arguably 4-7 points in the
polls, but there was more to the
loss in my view. What those polls
didn’t measure was the level of exasperation that the emails invoked
among moderate voters, Democrat,
Republican or independent, and
that her honesty was still in question after all this time.
In my view, it was due more to
the complacency within the Hillary
Campaign and her half-hearted and
retiring manner—some referred to
it as flawed—to fight for herself
and go blow-for-blow against her
opponent. I recall months in 2015
when I wrote that she needed to
declare she was running and then
get out there and get established
before the GOP started their nomination process. I also wrote that
she should release all her emails,
own up to the mistake of having a
private email server and give the
issue nowhere to go early on. She
didn’t do that and it proved to be a
fatal flaw for Mrs. Clinton.
Instead all we got was months
and months of silence and speculation of “was she” “wasn’t she” running? It was all very coy but irritating and infuriating to some of us who
take the Presidential election seriously. That was just one of dozens
of missed opportunities to get out on
the front foot. Had she got out on the
front foot it is unlikely Bernie Sanders would have thrown his hat in the
ring and mixed things up.
Then, following on from that, if
it wasn’t for Bernie’s self-conscious
circumspection and reluctance to
smartly step-up and grasp the bull
by the horns initially, confident that
he had a chance, he could have actually had a better chance of winning
the nomination and beating Hillary
by Super Tuesday on March 1. This
in spite of the Democratic National
Committee’s and the Democratic
Congressional leadership’s shenanigans backing her candidacy in all
sorts of ways.
Further, the Hillary Campaign team didn’t wage an intense
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media campaign that the Trump
Campaign did. Her campaign by
2012 standards was pretty retiring,
old-fashioned and cumbersome and
that goes to those people who were
running it, specifically, not using or
mastering social media to match
the President-elect’s savvy. A good
campaign would have matched the
President-elect’s tweet for tweet,
because it was on Twitter where
the President-elect waged a daily
campaign narrative but which she
and her campaign rarely answered.
Her campaign was about money
and television advertising, which
mattered little in the end. People
had pretty much tuned out of the
election noise just going by the debates and trusting their own gut by
the end of September.
Also The Hillary Campaign relied too much on polls as gospel—as
did I—without checking that there
were 20% of moderate voters who
kept their opinions to themselves,
who didn’t participate in polls, and
some sources were saying that they
decided in the last week of the campaign. There were a lot of them and
usually they don’t vote, but this time
they did and most of them leaned to
the President-elect.
What was also telling was that
most everyone had decided how to
vote a good week before Election Day.
The lesson you can draw from this is
that if you don’t have the fire in your
belly to be President of these United
States, then don’t run. There is no
right to be president just because
you think it’s your turn—you have
to earn it. You have to offer people a
sound and solid reason for running,
and Mrs. Clinton failed to convince
people why she should be. Bernie
Sanders understood this and Senator
Elizabeth Warren also understood it,
which is why she didn’t run.
It was no secret that Mrs. Clinton didn’t like campaigning, but in
truth very few candidates like campaigning if they are not young. Mrs.
Clinton took days off throughout
the campaign when it became more
essential than ever that she be seen
all the time meeting and greeting
voters. She left it to surrogates to
fight her battle in the crunch, and
it wasn’t good enough. We don’t vote
for surrogates.
So on election night I saw
trouble in the beginning of the
evening—the first hour after the
polls closed in the east—when the
usual blue states were either too
early to call and/or had become too
close to call. So I wasn’t stunned as
the night went on (much as I know
friends were), and while the wait
became tough to watch, I just got
stoic as I do when facing bad news.
This wasn’t a stunning defeat for
Democrats, and it would be wrong
to think it was. Remember the majority voted for Hillary Clinton, two
million or more at time of writing
than for Mr. Trump, and should be
seen more as a call to arms to fight
for the bread and butter issues that
still and will matter even four years
from now. You know the PresidentElect is going to screw it up at some
point and Democrats need to be
ready when he does.
The President-Elect
Just because he won doesn’t
mean his racist, misogynistic habits as a tax-dodging sexual predator
will be swept under the carpet. The
President-elect is fatally flawed, so
be ready to pounce when he stumbles. The fatal flaw is his personal
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history and it will come back to
haunt him. It should be noted that
the President-elect has forgone his
Presidential salary, save a dollar for
his effort. As magnanimous as that
gesture would appear, it means he
doesn’t need to file a tax return at
any time for his term in office.
The President-elect is a “bigpicture” guy, which means he leaves
the details up to others and that
he figures to act like a chairman of
the board and give the thumbs-up
or thumbs-down approach on major decisions in his governance. In
this respect, he’s like Ronald Reagan whose ability to absorb copious
amounts of detail information at 69
years of age was pretty much nonexistent, accepting only “bulleted”
fact sheets of one legal-size page.
Also, as the oldest candidate
to get elected—he’s seventy—his
health will be monitored and people will be watching for telltale
signs of ill health. Given the stress
the office of President brings, the
smallest illness can blow up into
something more.
That said, you know he will
have people around him—much
like Ronald Reagan had—ready to
protect his flank and put up walls
to protect him from the scandals,
which are hovering in the shadows.
But as much as he used social media to advantage, social media will
try and find him wanting.
Also it is worth remembering
that Republicans in the Congress
made it their mission in life to stop
President Obama from carrying out
his agenda. They gave him no honeymoon period in 2009. One can
hope there will be some tit-for-tat
and give as President Obama has
gotten. It will be telling if Senate
Democrats exercise their power, under the new Senate minority leader
Chuck Schumer, and block some of
the changes, such as the Presidentelect’s Supreme Court appointees.
Early Trump White House
appointments
So early indications are that
there are going to be personal fiefdoms in the White House under
the President-elect. Early appointments show there is going to be a lot
of in-fighting. The President-elect
chose chairman of the Republican
National Committee Reince Priebus
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as his Chief of Staff; and the head
of Breitbart News website and the
Trump Campaign Chief Executive
Officer Steve Bannon became White
House Senior Counselor. This decision has sparked controversy as Mr.
Bannon, is former Executive Chairman of Breitbart News, a far-right
website known for racist and antiSemitic articles.
It is said that the Presidentelect rewards loyalty, provided you
don’t mess up. In this respect, New
Jersey Governor Chris Christie got
the boot from his chairmanship of
the Trump transition team and
dropped to deputy chairman, a ceremonial without-influence position.
The Governor was dropped because
of the New Jersey “bridgegate”
scandal, which is bubbling along
with some of the Governor’s close
officials already serving jail terms.
Mr. Christie may face indictment over the case, which involved
major lanes of the George Washington Bridge being closed off in order
for the Mayor of Fort Lee to feel Mr.
Christie’s displeasure for not re-endorsing him for Governor in 2013.
The hawks are in the House
Look at the National Security
troika of Attorney-General, CIA
Director and the National Security
Advisor. Senator Jeff Sessions (RTN) is tapped for Attorney General,
Congressman Mike Pompeo (R-KS)
named as CIA Director and Lieutenant-General Michael T. Flynn,
former head of the Defense Intelligence Agency is to serve as Mr.
Trump’s National Security Advisor,
warmongers all.
Of the three, both Senator Sessions and Representative Pompeo
need Senate confirmation, and it’s
likely both will be confirmed. Senator Sessions has a controversial history on racial and civil rights issues.
Both the NCAAP and ACLU issued
warnings on Mr. Sessions for his
segregationist history.
He was also denounced by
Senator Elizabeth Warren, immediately after his appointment was
announced. She said, “Thirty years
ago, a different Republican Senate
rejected Senator Sessions’ nomination to a federal judgeship. In doing so, that Senate affirmed that
there can be no compromise with
racism; no negotiation with hate.
Today, a new Republican Senate
must decide whether self-interest
and political cowardice will prevent
them from once again doing what
is right.”
However, in my view the one
who will need watching the most is
NSA General Flynn. His speech at
the Republican National Convention came across as an angry, rightwing nut job, so I have red-flagged
his conduct for the future.
The National Security Advisor does not require confirmation
by the Senate, so Michael Flynn
gets away without having Congressional scrutiny over his past
conduct, which wasn’t good, when
the Obama Administration jettisoned him.
The General was forced out of
the DIA after clashing with superiors over his allegedly chaotic management style and vision for the
agency, in short he is dysfunctional
(which is a DC trait in my experience). So as Mr. Trump’s NSA operative in a position that often mediates between competing factions,
the question arises: Who will mediate him?

The good, the bad & the ugly
—Movie recommendations
by Ish
1/ Cowboys & Aliens: 

From the director of ‘Iron Man’ comes this fun yet action packed movie with some tongue in cheek and spoofy
combo. We’ve got Daniel Craig landing in the desert with
amnesia and an iron cuff on his wrist and Keith Carradine as the sheriff and Harrison Ford who plays a mafiosa
type Colonel that rules the streets of Absolution, a town in New Mexico
Territory around 1873 that is being invaded by aliens…gotta love it!
2/ CIA: Exiled: 

Two expats inhabit the cushy island of Curacao knowing each have
a past they are hiding from. A former discredited CIA agent now working security in the American Consulate has his life interrupted when his
friend seeks his help from South African spies. Stars: George C. Scott,
William Peterson, et al.
3/ Myn Bala: Warriors of the Steppes: 

A historical drama about the struggle of the Kazakh nation defending
themselves from the marauding tribes of the East. Led by a teenage general
and supported by thousands of young soldiers defending their nation.
4/ Best of the Best 3: 

A hard hitting action adventure, where Martial Arts instructor,
Tommy Lee comes to play in defending a small southern town against an
organized white supremacist group.
5/ Momentum (2003): 

When a trio of men having telekinetic powers, as described by witness, rob and armored car, FBI agents tend not to believe them. The story
ensues with blackmail to find their location and action is in the making.

The Senate makeup 2017
The makeup of the Senate
will either be 52-48 or 51-49 if voters in the runoff Senate election in
Louisiana on December 10 give it
to the Democrat, Foster Campbell,
over GOP candidate John Kennedy.
The latter is favored by 3 points.
You never can tell, but if the margin moves to a 51-49 Senate, it can
change the way the Senate operates
for the next two years, most major pieces of legislation needing 60
votes to pass. Senate confirmations
only require a simple majority (i.e.
51 votes) to pass. We shall see.
The smart move of Barack
Obama
The smart move by the President was to invite the Presidentelect to the White House two days
after the election. It was smart because he got to the President-elect
to be courteous and to get his arguments in for issues in being President of these United States. It was
there that he got to argue his case
for keeping some important aspects
of Obamacare.
Indications are that it may
have worked. Mr. Trump even indicated that he would like to keep
two of the most popular benefits of
the Affordable Care Act, one that
forces insurers to cover people with
pre-existing health conditions and
another that allows parents to cover
children under their plan into their
mid-20s.
The interesting thing watching these two men, sitting in front
of the cameras at the Oval office,
meet and greet. How bent over and
in awe, to some degree, Mr. Trump
appeared. This was deferential,
where he wasn’t the big dog yet.
President Obama, currently the big
dog, was in command because as
we know, the office makes the man.
Mr. Trump is going to have a crashcourse in presidential behavior and
we will be watching.
Foreign policy issues
When the President-elect
takes the reins, he has issues. The
main ones are the Iran Agreement,
the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP)
trade agreement, and Syria.
The President-elect says he
wants to rip up the Iran agreement

and renegotiate it. Lotsa luck that
with that, fella. At time of writing
there is no evidence that Iran has
broken the basic terms of the agreement. At this moment even Israel’s
government—the harshest critic of
the negotiations—are imploring the
President-elect to let sleeping dogs
lie, the agreement is working.
Then the Trans-Pacific agreement, a deal that has 10 Pacific nations locked in, will devastate workers and shred labor agreements,
which would reduce the hourly wage
to slave labor levels. The Presidentelect wants this agreement gone,
because he has pledged to make
America great again. His electoral
base is folks who would lose out by
its implementation. Pundits say
that Mr. Trump’s election makes
the TPP a dead duck. Hopefully this
policy is something the Presidentelect actually follows through with.
It’s the one policy I can agree on
with this man.
On the other hand, the President-elect’s view of Syria changes
from where he speaks about it. The
best policy is to just stay out of this
disaster. The western powers were
wrong to get involved, raising the
stakes and giving resources to the
fight. The President-elect had said
he would just get all US resources
out of Syria and let exhaustion be
the fatal arbiter of this destructive
and terrible war. This is how World
War I ended. There is no political
solution until this occurs, and western intervention just prolonged this
slaughter which has been continuing
for going on seven years. Mr. Trump
would be smart to keep his word on
this mess and just get the hell out.
Gwen Ifill passes
Gwen Ifill, cohost of the PBS
Newshour and Washington Week,
died at age 61 of cancer. Gwen was
an essential part of political dialogue in DC, and tuning in on weekdays and to Washington Week on
Friday nights was a requirement
to get insight on the issues. I will
miss her insight and wisdom. Vale,
Gwen, vale.
Happy holidays; we say farewell the annus horribilis, 2016;
2017 brings new challenges.
And the beat goes on.
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American democracy (Part 2):
A fair election or a rigged one?
by Lisa Cyriacks
Election fraud and voter fraud
allegations have been big concerns
this election. President-elect Trump,
himself, frequently brought up worries that the election was going to be
“rigged”.
The concerns aren’t new. The
U.S. has a long history of problems
at the polls. Over the decades, technological changes have provided
new opportunities for errors and difficulties when voting.
But, while technology can be
problematic, access—making sure
that everyone who has the right and
the desire to vote is able to do so—
has historically been the more troubling Election Day problem.
The ways in which voting has
been made difficult over the years
are consistent, and they fall into just
two categories: problems of technology and problems of access. The
ways in which elections are administered, including how well they are
resourced, can have a negative impact on citizens’ ability to cast a ballot and the confidence the public has
in the system.
Concerns reported in 2016:
• Outdated voting equipment
failed voters by flipping votes or failing to register votes altogether.
• Long lines—too often, resources are not distributed properly,
leading to even longer lines for minority voters.
• Problems in multiple states
with those wishing to cast ballots
finding out they were not on the voter registration list.

• Increased voter intimidation, including reports of race-based
voter intimidation.
The problems aren’t new. Election Justice USA issued a report in
July that voting issues might have
cost Bernie Sanders up to 184 delegates in the primaries. It is beginning to appear that these same
failures cost Hillary Clinton the
electoral votes necessary to win the
general election.
Problems don’t necessarily
mean that voter fraud or election
fraud happened. Voter suppression
occurs when officials or rules make
it harder for people to vote. Election fraud is the illegal interference in the election process itself.
Voter fraud occurs when people who
shouldn’t vote do, such as being
bused in or when dead people “vote.”
Sometimes problems are nothing
more than the result of uneducated
poll works or technical glitches with
voting machines.
This time it is something more.
The involvement of a foreign government, an adversary, in our elections
has been confirmed by the intelligence service, and now confirmed by
Russia itself.
November’s election revealed
the need and desire for people to
dismantle the system of elite rule.
This requires changing how we as a
nation collectively think about progress, and the power of the people
to influence and ultimately weaken
the power of the elites. Should the
Electoral College substitute its will
for the will of the popular vote?

The “Super Moon” taken at 6:20 am Nov. 14 with an iPhone. It was just short of the fullest, closest time for this setting moon.
photo by Kate Steichen

This November the majority
of Americans did not vote for either
one of the two least liked presidential candidates in US history. Neither candidate won by an absolute
majority of more than 50%.
A new term, coined to refer to
politicians’ fear-mongering, bending the truth and lying to create
attention and popular support, was
needed to define 2016’s tumultuous
political reality.
The Oxford dictionary has declared “post-truth” to be the word of
the year for 2016. This is based on
the 2,000% increased use from 2015
due to the Brexit vote in the UK to
leave the European Union, and Donald Trump’s 2016 election victory.
Oxford defines the word as an
adjective “relating to or denoting
circumstances in which objective
facts are less influential in shaping
public opinion than appeals to emotion and personal belief.” The “post”
prefix, similar to “post-racial” indicates that the subsequent term has
become “unimportant or irrelevant.”
The contradictory propositions “Trump is President-elect” and
“Clinton wins the popular vote by 2
million votes” should not be true at
the same time. Yet, paradoxically,
both these statements are true.
Another wordsmith, Ernest
Hemingway said, “The writer’s job
is to tell the truth.” No writer wishes to shirk this responsibility. But,
there remains discrepancy among
us about what “truth” really means.
Should we share our emotional
truths? Should we accumulate facts?
Should we work to empathize with
others, and in doing so learn to see
one another more clearly? Should
we make our political motivations

clear? Should our truth-seeking and
truth-telling change along with our
political situation?
One thing is certain: Clinton’s
win of the popular vote by such a
large margin is unprecedented in
the modern history of American
presidential politics—larger than
the winning margins of John F. Kennedy and Richard Nixon. And the
numbers should focus attention on
the democratic dysfunction that has
been exposed.
Clinton has already won the
popular vote by a dramatically larger number of ballots than anyone in
history who did not go on to be inaugurated as president. When a candidate who wins the popular vote does
not take office, when a loser of the
popular vote is instead installed in
the White House, that is an issue,
and it raises questions that must be
addressed.
It is no longer about Clinton
and Trump. It is about democracy
itself.
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Winter Solstice &
ancient observatories
by Mary Lowers
In these dark days on our
planet it gives me great comfort
to think about the Winter Solstice.
The term solstice comes from the
Latin word solstitium meaning the
Sun stands still. The Winter Solstice for those of us in the northern
hemisphere occurs when the Sun
is directly over the Tropic of Capricorn in the southern hemisphere.
At the Winter Solstice the North
Spiral etching at Fajada Butte, Chaco
Pole is tilted 23.4° away from the
Canyon.
Sun. On the
day of Winter
Solstice
the
Sun rises in
its most southerly position.
At noon on the
Winter Solstice
your shadow is
the longest it
will be for the
entire year.
While the
Winter
Solstice,
which
falls in 2016
on Wed., December 21 at Chaco Canyon’s Fajada Butte spiral.
3:44am MST,
is the shortest
prehistoric archeoastronomy in the
day of the year, it also marks the
American southwest, and part time
point where the days slowly get
Crestonian, says, “Many sites in the
longer again. The Winter Solstice
southwestern United States have
falls on December 20, 21, 22 or 23.
yielded evidence of the prehistoric
On the shortest day we celebrate
Anasazi’s (Ancestral Puebloans) inand anticipate the light coming
tense interest in astronomy similar
back. From the earliest of times
to that of the megalithic cultures
humans have for practical and
of Europe.” In Chaco Canyon, NM
spiritual reasons marked the Winthere are many sacred sites and
ter Solstice.
some are dedicated to the moveThere are many archeoasment of the Earth as it is mapped
tronomy sites, or ancient observaout in the heavens. Near the top of
tories, across the planet. In southFajada Butte in the Chaco complex
west NM there are several of these
there are two whorl-shaped or spiobservatory sites. When the Winter
ral etchings in the rock. They work
Solstice Sun rises above the Sacratogether to compose the Sun Dagmento Mountains in Otera County,
ger petroglyph. One of the spirals
NM, it perfectly aligns itself within
is the principal vehicle creating the
the rocks at Wally’s Dome archeoSun Dagger image, and the second
astronomy site. This site, which
spiral is ancillary in capturing the
was created and used around 850Fall and Spring Equinoxes. The
1000AD is composed of low stone
dagger is revealed when the larger
alignments and rock cairns. It is
spiral whorl is bisected by a clear,
unique in the southwest and monistrong and direct ray of sunlight
tors seasonal change. In nearby
which creates a different pattern
Lincoln County Wizard’s Roost, an
of shadow and sunlight. This site
archeoastronomy site discovered
marks the Winter Solstice when
in 1977, reflects the sun at Winter
one of the three slabs making up
Solstice from Cerro Blanco Peak.
the rock formation casts a lunar
This site was active from 100BCor moon shadow. At the full moon
900AD and was probably used to
closest to the Winter Solstice as
time agriculture. It was important
the lunar orb rises, the shadow
for hunter/gathers to keep track of
at the edge of the slab precisely
the season to be in the right place
strikes the center of the larger spifor natural wild harvests and searal whorl. Hiking to Fajada Butte
sonal animal migrations.
has been curtailed since 1989 due
Kim Malville, Professor Emerto damage caused at the site from
itus in Astronomy and expert on
foot traffic.

Fajada Butte winter solstice sunrise, archaeoastronomy by Kim Malville.

How archeoastronomy sites work.



courtesy of Kim Malville

Winter solstice poem
The darker the night the
more exciting it is to shine
The darker the night, the
more grateful the people are
When we give a little light
Come on peaceful warriors
We know what to do here
Same thing we always do,
deepen the prayer
Widen the love. Step out in
faith.
With Creator behind us,
Before us, inside us
There is only grace to be
bought
Grace to be had.
—Lyla June Johnston
Wally’s Dome archeoastronomy site in
New Mexico. 
photo by Peter Eidenbach


courtesy of Amateur Astronomers Group

At Chaco Canyon there are
five other petroglyph sites besides
Fajada Butte thought to have astronomical significance, including one resembling a rattlesnake,
other spiral whorls and a rectangle which are conspicuously lit by
contrasts between sunbeams and
shadows during equinoxes and
solstices. Philip Tuwaletsti, in his
book, Mystery of Chaco Canyon
says, “As these people would view
the heavens there was an order to
things up there. What you had here
(on the ground) contrasted that.
Some years it was too dry, too hot
. . . too windy, too cold. If there was
a way to transfer the orderly nature of the cosmos down onto what
seems to be chaos that exists here,

then you begin to integrate at this
place (Chaco Canyon) both heaven
and earth.”
At Mesa Verde, CO the “D”
shaped structure known as the Sun
Temple clearly shows its builders
had knowledge of solar and lunar
cycles. During the Winter Solstice
it aligns at sunset with the Sun
Temple. The phenomena can be
best viewed from a platform at the
south end of Cliff Palace across
Fewkes Canyon. At the bottom
of the canyon is the so-called Sun
Temple Fire Pit which is illuminated by the first rays of sunlight on
Winter Solstice. This is considered
to be one of the largest exclusively
ceremonial structures built by the
Ancestral Puebleans.
Cahokia, the great city built
by ancient indigenous people some
call Mississippian in what is now
continued on page B-9
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by Kim Malville
In the evening, Venus will be
getting brighter and higher in the
southwestern skies at dusk this
month. It will remain in the sky
three hours after sunset at the
start of the moon, increasing to
three and a half hours at the end
of the month. Not only does it get
brighter, but also the height of Venus above the horizon at sunset
increases from 24° to 36°. Ruddy
unblinking Mars is higher in the
southwestern sky.
December 1: The slender
crescent moon lies to the right of
Venus. Look below the moon to find
Mercury, which will be visible for
the next three weeks.
December 4: Mars lies to the
left of the moon.
December 12-13: The moon,
one day away from full, will occult the bright red star Aldebaran.
This is a BIG event. Aldebaran,
the red eye of Taurus the Bull,
will disappear behind the moon as
seen in Crestone between 8:17 and
8:22pm. The moon will be one day
away from full, but its leading edge
will be dark, making it easy to view
the disappearance of Aldebaran.
The star will reappear around 9:30.
This is a nicely dramatic evidence
of the real movement of the moon
eastward along the ecliptic. Aldebaran is below the Pleiades and
above the constellation of Orion.
Binoculars will enhance your enjoyment of the event.
December 13-14: Geminid
meteor shower. It is typically a
great shower, but the full moon on
this night will mean that only the
brightest meteors should be visible.
December 21: Winter solstice occurs at 3:44am.

The white heart of Pluto. Is there an
ocean beneath? 
NASA

Pluto continues to surprise us
In recent months there’s been
growing evidence that Pluto is hiding a liquid water ocean beneath its
frozen surface. Pluto’s ocean may
be more than 60 miles deep, perhaps ten times deeper than any of
the Earth’s oceans! That conclusion,
which has recently been published
in a number of scientific journals,
is based upon new interpretations
of Sputnik Planitia, the left-hand
side of the enormous, heart-shaped
crater that dominates the dwarf
planet’s midsection. Sputnik Planitia sits close to the tidal axis linking
Pluto to its largest moon, Charon.

Mutual tides
on the two objects tie them together. Mutual tides,
which each produces on the other,
bind them tightly, such that they rotate and revolve around each other
at the same rate. Each keeps the
same face to the other. The Earth’s
moon is similarly tidally locked to
the Earth; our moon always keeps
the same face toward the Earth. We
never see its backside. Pluto and its
moon never see their companion’s
backside. Sputnik Planitia may
have played a role in choreographing this strange dance of Pluto and
Charon around each other.
About 600 miles across, Sputnik Planitia is nearly free of craters,
indicating that it is very young. It
is rimmed by tall water-ice mountain ranges and with glaciers that
flow downward. Sputnik Planitia
appears to be an ancient crater, the
result of an asteroid impact. That
basin has been partly filled by frozen nitrogen, methane, and carbon monoxide, perhaps overlying a
deep ocean of semi-liquid water.
These recent studies conclude
that Sputnik Planitia lies almost
directly opposite Charon not by accident—statistically, there’s only
a 5% chance that it accidentally
formed where it is now. Instead this
deep ocean of water pulled the crust
of Pluto around to its current location. It’s the tendency of spinning
planets, dwarf planets, and moons
to reorient themselves so that locations with mass excesses end up on
the equator and mass deficiencies
at the poles. Consider swinging
a weight on a string around your
head. The weight, always wanting
to move forward in a straight line,
pulls outward, producing tension
in the string. Swinging the weight
too fast will, of course, produce
enough tension to break the string.
The result of this kind of tension in
the crust of Pluto caused the basin
to move outward and downward,
deforming the crust as it went.
This basin may actually have been
formed much farther north, near
latitude 60°, and over millions of
years migrated equatorward.
The asteroid impact that produced Sputnik Planitia created a
hole in Pluto’s ice crust. This region where the crust was thin allowed an underlying ocean, a highpressure mixture of water and salt,
to well upward to create a huge
sub-surface bubble of water. Although Pluto is small, there may
be enough residual heat in its core
to keep a region of slush water ice
under pressure, which could have
been squeezed out like toothpaste,
to flood the region beneath Sputnik
Planitia. Because liquid water is
denser than its ice, the broad bulge
created an initial mass excess. It is
estimated that the salinity of the
of this ocean is 30%. Besides acting as an antifreeze, salt increases
the density of the water even more,
enhancing the mass excess. Thirty
percent salinity is about as salty
as the Dead Sea. It’s worth noting that halophiles, salt-loving microbes, are found in the Dead Sea.

www.crestoneeagle.com

Pluto’s moon, Charon. 

NASA

Pluto has
now seemingly
joined the evergrowing list of
planets, moons,
dwarf planets
and exoplanets
in our solar system that have
oceans of liquid water and
perhaps
life.
So far there’s
evidence of water on the exoplanet Ceres,
three of Jupiter’s moons
(Europa, Gany- Migration of Spitnuk Planitia to the tidal axis of Pluto and Charon.
mede and Cal- 
illustration by James Keane
listo), three of
Saturn’s moons
we had previously thought. Astrobi(Titan, Enceladus, and Mimas), and
ologists, in their search for life beone of Neptune’s moons (Triton).
yond the Earth, have argued that
And there’s clear evidence Mars
where there is water, there could
once had a giant ocean that covered
be life. Could little Pluto, which
nearly 20% of the planet.
suffered the humiliation of having
It is very exciting that we
been ejected from the family of planhave now entered a scientific era
ets, actually have life forms floating
in which water seems to be more
in its dark, deep, and slushy ocean?
prevalent in our solar system than

**Galactic Trading Post**
719-480-2489

Cindy Tate RMT, NMT, SRT
Spiritual Restructuring
SRT Clearing Therapy
Life System Biofeedback
Bodywork
Orgonite/Crystals/Chandeliers

Oxygen/Breath Retrainer

Improve your natural breathing ability before flu season!
Now located at the Galena St. entrance, next to the bookstore!

Located at Sangre De Cristo Inn, Crestone, CO

Poncha Lumber would like to thank the community of
Crestone for all their business in the past year.
We are going to give away a frozen turkey to two winners
of a drawing to be held December 19.
Come into Poncha Lumber and fill out your name & phone
number to be entered into the drawing. Then come pick it
up at Poncha Lumber (if you have a delivery scheduled that
week, we will even bring your turkey with it!).

ph: 719-539-4754 fax: 719-539-9101
www.ponchalumber.com

10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242
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Reflections from Inyan Woslata
(Standing Rock)
by Lisa Bodey
color with college students on the
Perched on top of a ridge at
back of my trailer, and to my deSacred Stone Camp, I had a bird’s
light there were also many canine
eye view of the movements and
friends running in the pack. But
activities of our camp and Oceti
imagine putting all of us together
Sakowin (The Great Sioux Nation)
within the town limits under conon the Standing Rock Reservation
stant surveillance and in the midst
in North Dakota. The dichotomy
of a crisis trying to build this comof mother nature and humans was
munity from the ground up. It was
glaring as I prayed with the stars
a constant reminder to be humble,
and the rising super full moon
have an open mind and heart, and
over the Cannon Ball River while
to serve with no expectations, atsimultaneously staring down the
tachments, or hidden agendas. We
30+ high-powered lights from Dacan all learn a lot from Standing
kota Access Pipeline (DAPL) seRock.
curity and the oil drill pad being
“How may I be of best service
constructed. Migrating geese and
for all sentient beings?” became my
coyotes made their voices heard
mantra. Attending four different
over helicopters and unlit planes
actions, I consider myself very fordoing illegal surveillance and low
tunate that each one ended peaceflyovers. I chose to sleep outside
fully. On Sunday, October 23, we
on this ridge to bear witness and
moved the frontline camp into the
face this psychological warfare
that is being
waged on peaceful beings and
lands.
I could reflect upon all
of the human
rights violations,
broken treaties,
segregation and
abuses that have
been
inflicted
upon the Indigenous Tribes of
the world and
the
militarization of the energy
industry,
but our community is awake to
these struggles .
. . so I will focus
on the human
connection and
the road of the
heart.
Protecting our sacred
waters, “Mni Wiconi,” and praying at the universal
sacred
fire with more Ahva Lenay & Brent Vandever cook yak meat donated by
than 300 tribes ChoKuRei. 
photo by Lisa Bodey
from around the
world who have
come together in solidarity to fight
direct path of DAPL. While being
the Dakota Access Pipeline #NOcircled by hundreds of people prayDAPL is what gives me hope. We
ing, tepees were erected, a fire pit
have catalyzed a network and
dug, and a chanupa (sacred pipe)
are awakening millions of people
ceremony held to establish the
around the planet. We are finally
new camp. This land was claimed
in prayer around a common goal . .
under eminent domain by the na. a love for our Mother Earth.
tives as the rightful owners under
Ladonna Brave Bull Allard
the 1851 Ft. Laramie Treaty.
had the vision of creating a susVeteran’s Day found me drivtainable village called Sacred
ing our cooks and a donation of
Stone regardless of the outcome
lunch to the Mandan Police Deof the pipeline. While chaotic and
partment. In an ironic twist of fate,
disorganized at times, the overthe police tried to arrest the main
all energy is one of hope, buildcook and organizer of this goodwill
ing trust and sharing skills. Our
event. Navigating two roadblocks
group helped with yurt and tepee
we were able to deliver the lunch to
building; construction of a comthe officers who were on lockdown,
munity kitchen, strawbale school
and to film a short video about the
and greenhouse; firewood cutting;
hope of bridging our punitive syscooking; organizing food and dotem to a unitive justice system in
nation storage; prayer circles and
front of their department. The
ceremonies . . . all in an effort to
International Indigenous Youth
live more sustainably . . . very
Council sponsored two actions, a
reminiscent of Crestone. Children
nighttime candlelight prayer vigil
would jump on my truck for a ride,
walk to the edge of the water across
hang out in the kitchen for food,
from “Turtle Island” where the an-

Prayer Flags of Oceti Sakowin (The Great Sioux Nation) on the Standing Rock Reservation in North Dakota. 
photo by Lisa Bodey

Lisa Bodey on the front lines. 

cestors are buried, and the creation of a beautiful human medicine
wheel mandala.
So much gratitude to our
community for coming together
in prayer, food collection, supplies
and monetary donations to help
Crestone folks make this journey.
You can find more information on
Facebook at Crestone Supports
Standing Rock. So much gratitude to our local peaceful warriors who have saved the San Luis
Valley from the oil and gas industries, and that we still have clean
water, air and night skies. We are
truly blessed and I encourage all
of us to see how we can set our

photo by Ahva Lenay

personal differences aside to take
even greater steps to build peace
and unity.
A fellow traveler from Crestone, Heather Andrews, reflects,
“Standing side by side with brothers and sisters from all backgrounds and beliefs, uniting ourselves in mind and spirit, working
together for a common cause . . .
protecting our precious water and
land . . . this was the beauty, the
hope, and the future I want to see
for our nation and our world. At
Standing Rock I saw the possibility becoming reality.” May it be so!
Mni Wiconi—Water Is Life.

It is not to early to think about scholarships!
Please go to the www.slvrec.com website to get your
application!
Scholarships are located under the Community tab.
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Be prepared! Winter driving
automotive checklist & car kit

Are you ready to travel the winter roads? Be safe! 

photo by (c) Vaidas Bucys, Fotolia.com

SALE
Nov 25
- Dec 21
KEEP
CALM

& PUT YOUR
WINTER
TIRES
ON
Rebate
on Michelin
Tires
set of
4
WINTER TIRES•WINTER SERVICE•BRAKES SERVICE•SHOCKS & STRUTS
TRANSMISSION SERVICE•BATTERIES•TUNE-UPS•OIL CHANGES

The One Stop Shop, The Team You Trust

719-539-3585

5570 E US Hwy 50, Salida

OPEN: Mon-Fri 8am to 5:30pm, SAT TILL 5PM,

CLOSED SUNDAYS

Safety checklist
Before you leave on a road trip, make sure all of the following
are in safe operating condition:
• Windshield wiper fluid
• Heater/defroster
• Wiper blades antifreeze
• Lights
• Fuel system and a full tank of gas
• Ignition, exhaust system
• Tire tread
• Battery, brakes
Make sure you have the following items in your vehicle in
case of an emergency:
• Flares/reflectors to signal for help and warn other motorists
• Sturdy scraper/snow brush/snow shovel to clear snow
• Battery or crank-powered radio to listen to emergency broadcasts
• Flashlight with extra batteries or crank-powered flashlight
• Survival blanket or sleeping bag
• Chemical hand warmers
• Extra set of clothes, including coat, hat, mittens, boots, etc.
• Gallon jug of water
• Nonperishable ready-to-eat food
• First aid kit and essential medications
• Tire chains and tow strap
• Non-clumping kitty litter/sand for traction
• Jumper cables
• Extra cloth or paper towels for cleanup if necessary
• Deck of cards or board game for entertainment
• Automotive chargers for cell phones.
• Extra food & water for pets
Know the road
Plan your trip. Check out road conditions at the Colorado Department
of Transportation website www.CDOT.com. The website gives current road
conditions, advisories and live cameras showing the road and traffic. Be
prepared to take an alternate route or postpone your travel.
Colorado mountain passes can have quickly changing conditions. Let
friends or family know when and where you are travelling and your expected time of arrival.
Remember to slow down, take it easy around corners, allow for more
breaking time and consider just staying home!

Get Your Mitts
on a Great Rate

1.9

%

APR*

110 E. Silver Ave.
Crestone CO 81131

Sweeten the Deal with No Annual Fee!

Apply for an Aventa Visa® Credit Card today at aventa.com or by calling 800.555.6665.
*Important information about this offer. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Promotional rate effective November 1 - December 31, 2016. Qualifying purchases remain at the promotional 1.9% APR through your billing cycle that ends July 2017. After the
promotional period the payments will be applied first to any finance charges/interest and other fees due and then to the unpaid principal balance with the highest APRs. Late payment may cause your APR to revert to the APR previously disclosed in
your Credit Card Agreement prior to the end of the promotional period. Cash advances and balance transfers are excluded from this promotional offer. When the promotional period ends, the APR will revert back to the APR previously disclosed in your
Credit Card Agreement. Federally insured by NCUA.
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darlene yarbrough real estate
Helping people move forward in their lives

Darlene
Yarbrough

719.256.4198 www.YarbroughRealEstate.com

Owner/Broker

SOLD

DECEMER 2016 Listings

UNDER CONTRACT
REDUCED: Was $229,000
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Mother-in-Law Suite

Mother-in-Law Suite

Off-Grid

1453C Wagon Wheel - $259,000
Spacious SW-Style 4BD/3.5BA 2421sf
home on 3.164 acres, backs to Willow
Creek greenbelt. Light-filled, dramatic
high ceilings & forever views. Lg Mstr
Ste upstairs, screened east balcony.
Well & septic. Great value!

4179 Rarity Way - $225,000
2 units & office space, with 33’ grow
dome, orchard with various fruit trees. 2
living/rental areas w/2 kitchenettes,
washer & dryer facilities. 3BR/2.75BA,
full sauna, office. Bordered by greenbelt
& Cottonwood Creek.

144 Rain Dance Trail - $199,000
This ~2600sf 4BD/2BA (w/unfinished
3rd BA) sustainable builder’s home has
solar thermal, PV, combo of frame &
pumice construction. On well & septic.
Barn & storage shed, and more! On
6.32 acres. Includes Lot 145.

New Listing

Moffat

Cabin in the Woods

!
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Fine Strawbale Construction
CT

A
POSSIBLE OWNER
TR FINANCE!
ON
RC
E
D
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2784 N. Carefree Way - $139,000
Lovely 2BR 1.5BA w/office, screened
porch, decks & attached insulated
wkshop. High up in Ch 2 on lovely
treed lot. Propane heat, elec. water
heater. Includes greenhouse.
Amazing mtn views over the tree
tops!

1234 Laredo Trail - $265,000
This strawbale 1831sf 3BD/2BA home
w/detached studio on 1.86 acres has
magnificent views, fine finishes, and
open floor plan, a Master Ste soak tub,
deck w/bamboo fencing & plenty of
privacy.

Indoor Exercise Pool

WAS 349,000

Luxurious/Views

Private Sanctuary

Willow Springs - NOW $289,000
Fully restored former historic Forbes
Hotel. 9bd/3BA 3600sf; detached
22x24 studio, 500ft artesian well.
Great business potential for B&B,
hotel /retreat center.

780 Palomino OL - $585,000
Built by Lee Mitchell to capture mtn
& valley views, elegant 3 BR/2.5BA
home w/2-car garage on 2.787
acres. Fantastic landscaping &
flowing water. In-floor radiant heat &
Hearthstone woodstove w/stone
surround. Expansive Master balcony.

4519C Grayline Ct - $449,000
Elegant 2BR 2BA 1932 custom
strawbale built in 2003 by Paul
Koppana. A refined Asian/Southwest
blend. On private cul-de-sac 5.35
acres backs to greenbelt. 30’ yurt
w/kitchenette & bathroom.

New Construction!
786C Panorama Way - $419,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
sunroom/library/balconies 2428sf
home with fabulous gardens sits on
2.14 acres w 2-car garage/studio.
Exquisite - Must See!

Reduced from $249,000

1114C Chaparral Way - $349,000
2-story New Construction, 3BD/2BA
1740sf home w/fabulous views
designed by R3 Concepts and built
by Mountain View Design & Build.
Overlooks Pundarika Retreat Center
providing lots of open space.

Was $249,000

New Construction!

1564 Wagon Wheel Road - $229,000
A 2,192sf beautiful single level ranch
style home built in 1997 on 1.66 acres.
3bd/2ba, great room, living room & 2
car attached garage. Well and septic.
Great value!

1649C Willow Crk Way - $169,000
3 BD/1.75 BA 1282sf home by
Terrapin & CO on beautiful 1 ac lot
backing greenbelt. Great mountain
views. Open living space w/oak
floors. ETS heater. Under
construction now.

22 Alpine OL - $295,000
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage
2232sf home close to town.
Screened porch & wrap deck.
Gracious Living with exceptional
views!

WAS $237,000

New Construction: Paul Koppana

Non-Toxic, Great Value $113/sf!

Garage & Studio Apt

Reduced! - Was $229,000

207C Foothill OL - $239,000
2-story 3BD/2.5BA/Study 2192sf
home on .965 acres built with
non-toxic materials & energy
efficiency. Lrg kitchen, bamboo
floors, pine ceilings. Spacious master
suite w/Jacuzzi tub, sep. shower,
marble counters. Views/Deck.

983C Peaceful Way - $229,000
3BR/2.5BA 1894sf main house w/
studio apt, oversized 1-car garage &
grow dome on 1.36 acres in Chalet I.
Passive solar design w/ two adobe
brick walls & curved back wall,
concrete kitchen counter tops,
in-floor radiant heat & wood stove.

1867C Rockyview Way - $219,000
3BD/2BA 1520sf New Construction
by Paul Koppana, energy efficient
design. Active solar hot water sys
thru radiant floor grid + domestic hot
water. Very insulated, triple pane
windows & heat recovery ventilation,
airtight construction.

Private on the Creek

Castle in the Woods!

REDUCED! Was $449,000
1967 Rockyview Way - $439,000
Luxurious 3BD/2.75BA/Office/3-car
Garage 2953sf home sits on 2.374
acres & has a 2-room upstairs
Master Suite. Beautifully landscaped
courtyards & gardens with custom
fence & deck, great views

Magnificient Views

Was $459,000
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Chalets

Immaculate

107 Pinewood OL - $172,500
Well maintained, spacious 3 BD/2BA
home, built in 2006 w/lg covered
front porch & back deck, 2-car
garage w/built-in storage &
landscaped garden. Energy efficient
w/ETS, propane fireplace, wood
stove & electric baseboards.
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3959 Cheerful Court - $429,000
Custom Cathedral Style Mt Home.
Approx 2700 sq/ft, located on 2.16
acres by Cottonwood Creek. Many
architectural features incls Brazilian
cherry hrdwd flrs, diamond plaster
walls. Features 30x16’ Art Studio.

2795CR Brook Terrace - $425,000
Built 1993, remodeled 2008. 3-story,
2 or 3BR/1.75BA 2182sf home on
2.765ac cul-du-sac, backs to
greenbelt. Artistic stone & stucco
offers feeling of antiquity, privacy &
uniqueness. A must-see home in a
special location!

WAS $259,000

Guest Cottage

Fantastic Views!

Reduced from $275,000

Private/Views

Gracious Living

2720 Happy Hollow Tr. - $279,000
This meticulous, 4BR/2.5BA 2000sf
home has magnificent valley views
from the living spaces, including a
large sw-facing deck. Excellent
condition, flexible floorplan, nice
outdoor space, located near Dharma
Ocean.

3481C E Graceful Ct- $259,000
Beautiful property w/ 2BR/1.5BA
~1228sf home, guest cottage &
detached one-car grg on 1.44 acres.
Great passive solar, w/mountain
views. Walled tiled front courtyard &
landscaping. In-floor radiant heat, tile
floors, T&G wood ceilings in LR

4376C E Twinview OL - $249,000
Beautiful 2BD 1.75BA 1359sf home
on 1.015 acre backs to greenbelt w/
Cottonwood Creek. Custom
contemporary design built by Steve
Elliott. Magnificent views. Screen
porch & balcony. Very private & quiet
location up high.

757 Rendezvous Way - $249,000
Very lovely 1868sf 3-or-4BD/2BA +
dining screen porch, sunroom w/
fireplace, yoga/exercise room, deck
w/amazing views & hot tub. Private,
but close-in. Beautifully landscaped.

Energy Efficient!

Southwest Style

New Construction

Creekside!
Tract 2 Lindisfarne - $199,000
Creek-side 2 BR/1 BA 812sf home
on 2.74 acres w/812 sf partially
finished basement w/electric
baseboard heat & concrete floors.
New roof w/architectural shingles,
new windows, new interior &
exterior paint.

1911 Lone Pine Way - $195,000
This 2BD/1BA, 1200sf New
Construction by Art Reeves. Efficient,
great design & views. Rustic wood &
metal siding, hrdwd floors & vaulted
ceiling in Great Room. Modern
kitchen w/stainless appliances.
Spacious Master bdrm, & bath.

958 Meditation OL - $189,000
Beautiful 3BR/1.5BA 1363sf energy
efficient home w/solar hot water
system, passive solar, &
well-insulated ceilings & walls. On
private cul-du-sac in Chalet l w/
organic garden & storage shed. Full
bath w/soak tub. Spacious kitchen.

1479 Badger Road - $182,000
Custom 3BD/1.75BA home, built in
2004, backs to open space.
Immaculate condition. Beautifully
crafted w/diamond plastered walls,
wood ceilings, wood floors, in-floor
radiant heat, & wood stove.

Grants
3/1.75 on 1.013ac

Fantastic Views!

Treed & Private!

Small Home, Small Price!

WAS $159,000
635C Panorama Way - $179,000
Lovely 3 bd/1.75 ba home on 1.013
acres. Open floor plan, custom
kitchen cabinets, hardwood floors,
lots of light. Bonus studio room.
Passive solar design, propane
HWBaseboard heat, honeycomb
blinds. Landscaped courtyard.

3735 Jubilant Way - $155,000
3BD/1BA 1094sf home located on
1.152. Protected views. Large loft BR
w/balcony. 2BD/1BA downstairs w/
clawfoot tub. Woodstove & back-up
baseboard heat. Aspen T & G
ceilings, pine floors & wood exterior.

760 & 761 Panorama Way - $149,000
Built in 1996, this Pueblo-style
1172sf 2BR, 1.75BA Rastra home
features an open living space w/
fabulous protected west views & lots
of light. Energy efficient w/
on-demand hot water heater,
woodstove & passive solar design.

3708 Enchanted Way - $142,500
2 BR/1BA 1088 sf energy efficient
home w/ ETS heat & water heater
on ETS, woodstove, honeycomb
blinds, & solar heat collector. Lovely
views from open living space, roomy
master bedroom, backs to greenbelt.
Many new windows.

2016 HOME SALES

4485 Ridgecrest Way - $74,500
Unique, small 394sf home, with 2nd
structure in Chalet 3. Fixer-upper, but
can be a home in the Baca at an
affordable price. Woodstove, loft
sleeping area w/wood ceilings. Full
kitchen w/cookstove, fridge & combo
w/d. Shower bath.

1038 Beaver Trail - $337,000
This 2292sf 3BR/2BA home on 3.57
acres in park-like setting backs to
greenbelt. Post & beam construction
& strawbale in-fill, this 2-story
sustainable home is passive solar,
solar domestic HW & in-floor heat,
woodstove. Separate 300sf studio.

Jump in
on an
Active
Market!
719-256-4198

(*denotes listed & sold )

1311C Spanish Creek  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$499,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

624 Panorama Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$219,500 .  .  .  . SOLD!

635C Panorama Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$159,500 .  .  .  . SOLD*

340C Palomino Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$389,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

2145 Indian Well Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$209,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

3376 Genial Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$159,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

4262 Serene Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$299,900 .  .  .  . SOLD*

144 Rain Dance Trail  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$199,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

1573 Kings Hill OL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$159,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

557 & 560 Panorama Way .  .  .  .  .$299,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

909C Brookview  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$190,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

719 Rendezvous Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$159,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

3615C Splendid Terrace .  .  .  .  .  .  .$275,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

4417 Twin View Ct  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$189,000  .  .  . SOLD

1202C Wagon Wheel Road  .  .  .  .$152,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

288 Allott Trail  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$269,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

1447 Chaparral Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$189,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

2784 Carefree Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$139,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

1202C Hilltop Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$269,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

3949C Cheerful Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$189,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

123C Skyview Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$139,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

3919 Cordial Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$269,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

1927C Lone Pine Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$185,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

4370 W Twin View OL .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$138,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

765CRR Heatherbrae Road  .  .  .  .$269,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

Townhome #16  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$179,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

20510 CO Rd 59 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$99,000  .  .  .  . SOLD*

1453C Wagon Wheel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$259,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

600 Heatherbrae  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$175,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

226 Staghorn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$50,000  .  .  .  . SOLD*

149 Moonlight  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$259,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

190 Cascade OL  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$169,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

1234 Laredo Trail  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$265,000 .  .  .  . UNDER CONTRACT

418 Moonlight Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$249,000 .  .  .  . SOLD

3704 Carefree Way .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$169,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

1564 Wagon Wheel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$229,000 .  .  .  . UNDER CONTRACT*

705 Rendezvous .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$220,000 .  .  .  . SOLD*

3732C Cordial Way  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$162,500 .  .  .  . SOLD*

1649C Willow Creek Way .  .  .  .  .  .$169,000 .  .  .  . UNDER CONTRACT*
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GardenGuru
Blessed Brassicas

by Matie Belle Lakish
My outside thermometer
shows the temperature at 10.8°F.
The inside of my storm door is icy,
and my car starts reluctantly. I
walk in the garden, and the kale
leaves break under my feet. The remaining Romanesco broccoli heads
are frozen solid. Will they survive
to grace my table?
Remarkably, they do. When
I come back in the early evening,
they are still mostly ice, but I cut
them, steam them, and delight in
the sweetness they have developed,
with no apparent loss of texture or
flavor. Brassicas, also known as
cruciferous vegetables, are truly a
blessing to those who dwell in the
cold climates of the world.
But the blessings don’t end
there. There is a lot of exciting new
research on the brassica family of
plants, most of which are useful as
foodstuffs, that shows it to be very
effective in preventing and curing
cancers. A paragraph from Wikipedia illustrates some of the research
that is being done.
“Brassica vegetables are highly regarded for their nutritional
value. They provide high amounts
of vitamin C and soluble fiber and
contain nutrients with anticancer
properties: 3,3’diindolylmethane
sulforaphane and selenium. Boiling reduces the level of anticancer
compounds, but steaming, microwaving, and stir-frying do not result in significant loss. Steaming
these vegetables for three to four
minutes is recommended to maximize sulforaphane.

Brassica vegetables are rich
in indole-3-carbinol, a chemical
which boosts DNA repair in cells
in vitro and appears to block the
growth of cancer cells in vitro.
They are also a good source of carotenoids, with broccoli having
especially high levels. Researchers at the University of California
at Berkeley have recently discovered that 3,3’-diindolylmethane
in Brassica vegetables is a potent
modulator of the innate immune
response system with potent antiviral, antibacterial and anticancer
activity.”
Another interesting entry,
found on Science News website,
discusses research on cancer stem
cells. “A compound and an enzyme
that occur naturally in cruciferous
vegetables—cauliflower, cabbage,
broccoli and Brussels sprouts—
may help prevent recurrence and
spread of some cancers, according
to associate professor Moul Dey of
the South Dakota State University
Department of Health and Nutritional Sciences. She has been doing
research on phenethyl isothiocyanate (PEITC)”:
“The precursor compound and
enzyme in cruciferous vegetables
combine during the chewing process to produce PEITC within the
body, Dey explained. Though PEITC is a good candidate to develop
as a dietary supplement, studies
have also shown that sufficient
cancer-preventing levels of PEITC
can be achieved through diet alone.
“When cancer is treated with
chemotherapy or radiation, the

Romanesco broccoli, an early winter treat. Note the fractal quality of the head.

tumor disappears but the cancer
stem cells live on. ‘These cells
are frequently resistant to conventional therapies,’ Dey said.
Though cancer stem cells make up
less than 5% of a tumor, they can
regenerate the original tumor and
migrate through the blood vessels
spreading cancer to secondary locations. ‘These tiny cells are very
difficult to detect in a tumor,’ Dey
pointed out, adding that for a long
time scientists did not even know
they existed. ‘It’s like finding a
needle in a haystack.’ When Dey
and her team treated human cervical cancer stem cells with PEITC in a Petri dish, about 75% died
within 24 hours.”
There is a significant advantage to eating your broccoli or cabbage raw, from the point of view of
protecting the cancer-inhibiting
chemicals, many of which are destroyed by extensive heating. However, there is a downside as well.
Raw cruciferous vegetables contain chemicals called Goitrogins.
These substances inhibit the absorption of iodine and suppress

Architectural & Interior Design
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& Interior
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Efficient
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Healthy | Energy
Efficient
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Commercial
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Residential | Commercial
web | carriecaverly.wordpress.com
303.885.8665
| carriecaverly@gmail.com
web | carriecaverly.wordpress.com
303.885.8665 | carriecaverly@gmail.com

Crestone
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Crestone Mountain
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llc
Builders llc
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in theExperience
San Luis Valley
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in the San Luis Valley
Design-Build
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Construction & Renovation

Shane Caverly
(719) 239-4111
Shane
Caverly

ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
(719) 239-4111
ShaneCaverly@gmail.com

Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured
Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured

256-4252

its action in the thyroid gland.
These goitrogins are destroyed by
heating, but this heating action
also destroys the anti-cancer factors. Therefore, a balance must be
achieved between the amounts of
raw cruciferous vegetable we eat
and the iodine we consume. I remember reading an article years
ago that recommended sprinkling
your cole slaw with kelp to help
maintain this balance. Since just
supplementing with iodine will
help, but not prevent, the hypothyroidism, it is best to limit the
drinking of significant amounts of
raw kale juice, for instance. Apparently, lightly steaming the vegetables is a better choice.
These cruciferous, or brassica, vegetables come in numerous
varieties, from turnips to canola.
The more common garden vegetables that we can grow successfully for much of the year range
from broccoli sprouts we can grow
in the kitchen to several kinds of
kales and collards, turnips and rutabagas, cauliflower and broccoli,
cabbages and Brussels sprouts, as
well as Chinese cabbages. Many of
these will live over the winter in a
minimally heated greenhouse, and
I have kept kale alive under straw
to revive again for early garden
greens.
Plant your broccoli, cauliflower, cabbage and kale seeds in pots
late in February or early March for
a head start in the garden. They
are fairly frost resistant, and the
young plants can be planted out by
mid-May into the garden. They appreciate an enriched soil with plenty of humus and organic compost
and do better with regular watering. The main pests are green cabbage worms and aphids. A spray
with soap and garlic will usually
discourage these pests.
When planning your 2017
garden, give the cruciferous veggies a significant place in your
plan for a nutritious, homegrown,
healing diet.

CRAZY HEIFER RANCH
Healthy beef
raised in a responsible
organic pasture
Available for sale
Contact Amber Felmlee

303-886-9436
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There’s No Such Thing
As A Weed by Dorje Root
Maurice Mességué
& the power of Cabbage
Every herbalist has his or
her own favorite herbs, favorite
formulas, and favorite methods of
application. I have relied a lot on
tinctures (an alcohol-based extract)
for many reasons. They keep the
properties of the herbs for a very
long time, they’re easier for people
to take than teas, and they travel
well and are convenient. However, there are times when they
just can’t be used. Recently I had
a client who had an abscess that
he couldn’t heal. After numerous
rounds of antibiotics he was worse
off than before. And his digestive
tract was in bad shape due to the
antibiotics, making tinctures very
irritating to him.

I remembered reading years
ago about a French herbalist,
Maurice Mességué, who exclusively uses external preparations,
mainly hand and foot baths. I also
remember reading that he used
cabbage leaves externally for pain,
inflammation and infection. I had
my client use cabbage leaf poultices on the abscess for 20 minutes at
a time three times a day. Within
two or three days the abscess had
shrunk to half its former size and
the pain had all but disappeared.
Mességué had placed the leaf in
boiling water for a minute or two
and cut out the center vein. Sometimes when treating a client at
their home, he would iron the leaf

French herbalist Maurice Mességué.

until it was soft and pliable before
applying it.
Mességué (who’s turning 95
this month) used other vegetables
and a lot of what we would consider culinary herbs for healing.
He lived in rural southern France

and followed in the footsteps of his
father and grandfather who were
also country herbalists. His father
died when he was 12 and he was
sent off to a boarding school which
sounded somewhat prison-like.
What kept his spirit alive, and
kept him connected to his father,
was gathering whatever herbs
he could find in the school yard
and hanging them in his room. I
was so touched by his deep love of
plants and the way he relied on
them for his emotional well-being. He began using what he had
learned from his father as well as
his intuitive knowledge of plants
to begin healing while he was still
in school.
In these times when conventional medicine is often expensive
and harsh, it would certainly help
us all to learn to heal ourselves and
our families with the most common
of garden vegetables—cabbage!
Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an
herbalist and natural healer, also
working with Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive Energy Healing and
‘The Journey’ cellular healing. For
an appointment call 719-937-7786
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
PIT
Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach
fields
Roadwork
Driveways

ww

w.k mo
ens re
kogat
lu

Pit Run
Cobble
Drain Rock
Road Base
Fines & More

nd.

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

com

Main 719.256.4447
Cell 719.588.2367
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Dara Blumenhein
303.709.3995
Zillow Premier Agent

Shirley Motz 719.937.1691
Top Producer 2013
Top 1000 Trends Journal Realtors

303 N. Indian Pipe Trail.
$490,000 Very unique Feng
Shui retreat built on 4 acres
with earth changes in mind.
3 sep living spaces, off-grid.
Beautiful stone & tile
throughout. Meditation Kiva
w/stained glass.

3458C Enchanted Way.
$475,000 Owner financing
available on this income
producing property includes
main home, cottage apartment, Geometric Sacred
Space, and tons of garden
space.

668 Crocus Rd. $420,000
2BD 1BA 41 pristine acres
in the Grants. Great retreat
property. Solar system. 3550
sq,ft, with home and meeting/retreat building. Creek
runs through property.

REDUCED

1390 Wilderness Trail.
$325,000 Spacious 3BD
2BA home with passive
solar. Majestic views, low-E
windows. Custom detail
throughout, high ceilings,
lots of natural light, oversized master shower. On 3.2
acres.

253 Golden Ave. $375,000
Partially finished construction, this property is part of
an estate. Taking offers-price
reduced $100,000 for quick
sale! call Crestone Realty for
details.

1474 Badger Rd. $350,000
3BD 2BA premier custom
built Lee Mitchell home.
Exterior Cempo walls,
indoor stucco, R32 insulation, very energy efficient,
open floor plan.

661 Camino Del Rey.
$235,000 Lovely off grid
home, attention to detail,
high ceilings, custom kitchen, excellent views, fenced
in yard. Green house, amazing views.

24248 CR. 41-G $225,000
Preppers, Hunters, those that
like indoor gardening and
seclusion-Here it is! This
home is on 40 acres, completely off grid, surrounded
by BLM Owner financing
available.

388 Starshine Ol. $199,900
3BA 2BA, attached garage.
Home for large family;
spacious rooms, vaulted
ceilings, 6 panel doors, tiled
floor, fenced yard, deck.
Sits on 3 lots, on private cul
-de-sac.

3435 Graceful Ct. $199,900
3BD 2BA, spacious, light
home. Fireplace, vaulted
ceilings, new carport; sits on
3 consolidated lots, at the
end of the street. Downstairs
has own entrance.

REDUCED

REDUCED

909 Lincoln $179,000 Spacious store/shop with large
garage door, located on 1.5
acres. Artesian town well,
commercial kitchen. 2BA &
laundry room. Quonset hut,
plenty of storage & garages.

345 S. Cedar $178,500 3BD
2BA 1434 sq ft cute Victorian Ross Chapin cottage
home. ETS & baseboard
heat. High ceilings, skylights, private balcony with
amazing views. Convenient
to town.

SOLD

170 E. Golden Ave.
$229,500 Cozy 3BD 2BA
1500 sq ft beautifully situated Victorian Ross Chapin
cottage. ETS & baseboard
heat. High ceilings, sky
lights & fenced-in back yard.
Close to charter school and
shopping.

4179 Rarity Way. $225,000!
Unique property with 2 units
and office space, 3BD
2¾BA, full sauna, 33’ grow
dome, orchard. Borders
greenbelt & creek.

NEW LISTING

2035 Lost Cave Way
$194,900 Special little hideaway Deltec home in Chalet
11. Features art studio, sauna, beautiful little fenced
garden & deck, all one level.

3949
Cheerful
Way
$194,500
Cheerful-Great
builders home near Cottonwood creek, contemporary
styled 2 story , oversized
carport, mtn. views and
balcony on 2nd story.

370 S. Alder St. $189,500
Recently remodeled, bright,
spacious, cozy duplex with
private patios 5BD 2BA.
Conveniently located on the
edge of town. Close to Charter School & grocery store.

3528 Enchanted Way
$184,500 Cozy 2BD 1BA
one level living and wheel
chair accessible. Large
bathroom,
comfortable
living area w/ wood stove,
private fenced back garden
area.

REDUCED

3901 Rarity Way $175,000
Motivated seller! 2BD
1½BA. Backs to greenbelt
& creek. Passive solar, yearround warm earth mass
floor. Custom kitchen. Bathroom with garden tub,
screened-in porch.

3705
Carefree
Way
$174,000 This home includes all the extras you are
looking for! Spacious 3 BD
2BA, garage, greenhouse, 2
lots, mountain views, backs
to greenbelt, open floor plan,
spacious bathrooms.

40 Crestone Ol. $171,000
2BD 2BA close to Crestone
Charter school. New paint,
newly remodeled kitchen
features stainless appliances,
Brazilian granite counters.
Lovely sunroom, and workshop/studio.

250 S 2nd St. $169,500 2BD
1BA Last century feel! Private, mountain views. Home
sits on 1 acre, has a deep
well, landscaped, with new
roof, new paint. Wood shed,
partial fencing, woodstove.

776 Table Rock $168,500
2300 sq. ft. home on 23 acres.
Bordering 1/4 ml. of creek
and greenbelt. Off grid, lots
of windows with panoramic
views. In process of remodel,
finish and save-look at the
price!

107 E. 9th St. $159,000
Unique home on 1.5 acres,
4BD 2BA. Beautiful wood
walls, spacious living room
with sunroom. Large, fenced
-in yard, carport. Adj. shop
with commercial well also
for sale.

11 Baca Meadows $139,000
Nestled in between the town
of Crestone & Chalets I. 2
floors, 2BD, 2 BA, bright,
spacious living room with
high ceilings, private balcony and patio.

6 Baca Grant Way $136,500
2BD 1½BA vacation home,
high up on the mountain,
unsurpassed mountain &
valley views. 1 car garage,
all appliances, chest freezer,
washer/dryer. Large windows, solar.

SOLD

17 E. 10th St. $159,000 An
adorable café with commercial well on 3 acres. Excellent views. Commercial
kitchen & appliances, spacious dining room, 2BA,
office space and storage
room.

171 Galena Ave. $145,000
Nestled in Downtown
Crestone, this cozy 1024 sq
ft home is bright & spacious,
with great views of the Sangre de Cristo Mountain
range.

13 Baca Meadows $144,000
Beautiful Town Home. 2
floors, 2BD 2BA, spacious
living room with high ceilings, private balcony & patio
areas. Convenient to town.

3860 Cordial Way $139,500
Great getaway home near
Cottonwood Creek. Builder’s own home, great room
with vaulted ceilings, quality
craftsmanship; loft could be
guest area.

REDUCED

17580 HWY 17 $139,000
7.71 acres, town artesian
well, 1352 sq ft. 2BD 2BA,
great views, plenty of storage. Detached garage, storage container, shed. Commercial/residential zoning.

354 Huerta Court $99,900
Eclectic, artsy home in
traditional adobe style,
surrounded by privacy wall,
gardens & trees. Guest
quarters, 2 wood stoves, art
studio. Amazing deal!

4440 Rarity Way $89,900
Creative cozy Earth Ship
privately located at the
southern most border to the
Baca Grande Chalets next to
National Wildlife Refuge.

UNDER CONTRACT

3892C Rarity Way $99,900
Reduced from $175,000 to
$99,900. Owner paid more
than this for the 5 creek lots.
Finish this home and have
one of the best spots in the
Baca Grande.

349 Huerta Court $25,000
This property is a garage &
lot for mobile. Would be
great for someone with an
RV that wanted to store, and
have garage storage space.
Backs to greenbelt.
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Ancient
observatories
continued from page B-1
Illinois, has within it a “woodhenge” style ceremonial circle
measuring 412’ in diameter. Built
around 950AD, it contains four
cardinal posts at the four points
of the compass, north, south, east,
and west. The eastern and western
posts mark the equinoxes at sunrise and sunset. Four other posts in
the ring mark the Summer Solstice
and the Winter Solstice at sunrise
and sunset on those days. Evidence
shows there have been five successive “woodhenges” erected at the
huge Cahokia site, indicating the

lasting importance of accurately
marking the seasons.
The Serpent Mound in Ohio,
dated at around 1070AD, is considered by many to be an archeoastronomy site. The head of the
serpent is aligned to the Summer
Solstice sunset. Coils of the serpent
point to the Winter Solstice. The
mound is 1370’ long and 1’-3’ high
and includes 70 coils. This site consolidates astronomical information
into a single symbol, that of the
serpent, a classic symbol of change
and its cycles.
As a subdivision was being
put in around Bonny Lake, WA in
1999, an archeoastronomical site
was discovered. The site, called
Skystone, has significance to the
Puyallup indigenous people. The

	
  
	
  

The Serpent Mound in Ohio.

The Sun Temple at Mesa Verde. Archaeoastronomy by Kim Malville.

4.5’ x 12’ boulder has pits pounded
into its surface which align with
the Sun’s position at the Summer
and Winter Solstices.
Throughout time humans
have observed seasonal milestones
such as the Winter Solstice and created spiritual and cultural holidays
around these celestial events. Harry Yeide, a Professor of Religion,
commented on the relationship
between the Winter Solstice and
Christmas, “In several languages,
not just English, people have traditionally compared the rebirth of
the sun” at Winter Solstice “with
the birth of the son of God.” And
the Christian son of God, Jesus, is

sometimes referred to as the light
of the world which is renewed, reborn every return of the wheel of
the year to the Winter Solstice.

Free	
  Wildfire	
  Mitigation	
  Continues	
  in	
  2016	
  
• For homes in wildfire-sensitive areas
of Saguache County
• Hazard assessments & mitigation plans
• Hands-on work with homeowners
• Required for most home insurance
• By a team of wildfire experts	
  

	
  

The Shangrilah family extends its sincere
gratitude to the greater Crestone
community for its years of support...
past, present and future.
Season’s Greetings!

Pre-Winter Sale!

On all stoves
and accessories
Plus free shipping
Will beat all advertised prices
on any hearth product available!
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HOME OF THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

Call Nathan
256-4768
shangrilahcolorado.com
shangrilahstove@gmail.com
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In Search of Economic Reality
The fearful divided states of America
by Ed Lyell
Is it time for the United States
of America to acknowledge that it
is no longer united?
The recent election has
shown clear, sharp, divisions of
states into regional groups that
share interests, economic connections and most importantly values
that are inconsistent with many
other states. Multiple maps have
been drawn and analysis conducted showing how rural is different
from urban, black different from
white, young different from old, as
well as socially conservative different from liberal.
The long term separation into
Republican versus Democrat no
longer describes the differences in
values between Americans in different regions, or circumstances.
The rich have more in common
with one another than they do with
the working class. The working
class is no longer organized into
union workers and many workers
see unions as the enemy.
We have a new President
Elect who organized voters into
multiple groups of formerly divergent segments that believe he is
the one and only person who can
help them improve their lives.
He built a following that includes
young and old, rich and poor, Republican and Democrat, yet almost
no one of color. Not since the Civil

War has the United States been so
challenged by internal differences.
Fears abound about where America
is heading, not just in our foreign
partnerships and expectations but
also in terms of willingness to accept an incoming administration
that the majority of presidential
voters did not choose. Instead, the
mechanics of the Electoral College
choose the new President, just as
it chose President Bush II over Al
Gore in 2000.
California’s senior US Senator
is putting forth a legislative effort
to get rid of the Electoral College
in her hope to fix things before the
union breaks apart. Yet California
is already developing legislation to
secede from the United States. The
“Calexit” supporters talk about
61% of Californians voting against
Trump. The 39-million-person
state has been the fastest growing
state economy by using liberal economic policies directly opposite the
Republican Congress and incoming
new President.
They reaffirmed overwhelming Democratic majorities in state
politics; and voted to legalize
marijuana, ease parole for nonviolent criminals, raised taxes on
cigarettes, extended income-tax
increases on their wealthiest, restored bilingual education, and
encouraged the reversal of the Supreme Court’s Citizens United rul-

ing that gives corporations more
power than people.
The California secessionists
go on to explain the size of the California economy and the unfairness
they see in how political power is
distributed in America. California
pays 370 billion dollars in federal
taxes yet only receives 334 billion
back. The secessionists see separation as an opportunity to fix their
crumbling infrastructure and underfunded public schools. They are
also angered by an Electoral College that makes one vote for president in Wyoming worth more than
three in California, and that Wyoming gets one United States senator for every 291,000 people while
California gets one vote for every
19.2 million.
California has also demonstrated that liberal economic policies are good business that have
made California the sixth largest economy in the world, ahead
of France, Russia and India, with
$2.46 trillion in gross domestic
product. Meanwhile the Republican-led, trickle down-based states
like Kansas, Missouri and Louisiana have declining state economies, bankrupt schools, and increasing unemployment. California
is 38% Hispanic, 38% non-Hispanic
white, 14% Asian and 7% AfricanAmerican and mostly accepting of
one another. California has steady

Picture Your New Life

Yo ur Ho me

323 Holiday Way. Single-lev el on
private cul de sac near town. 3 bed,
2 bath, garage. Nic e views!

churchgoers and everyone knows
at least one loving and stable family with two moms or two dads and
yet with traditional family values.
California’s African-American and
Latino communities no longer see
themselves as oppositional but
are working together with liberal groups like the A.C.L.U. and
Planned Parenthood. New York
City is also following liberal economic policies and growing their
economy. That is why they favored
Clinton over Trump 78% to 18%.
The political division is now much
like the Civil War era. The southern states all voted for Trump and
his anti-minority, anti-liberal policies yet most northeast and pacific
states voted against Trump.
Given actual economic evidence comparing liberal economic
policy states and conservative
Republican states, the people in
Republican states voted against
their economic interests and went
with their social bias concerning
race, abortion rights, and antigay beliefs. So what if California
is able to become its own country,
perhaps with Oregon, Washington
and Hawaii?
Questions now include whether a Trump-led government is going
to be so successful that the current
detractors come to accept it? Or
will Congress impeach him for conflicts of interest and other crimes?
The world’s worst fear is that the
fact-avoiding, bully president may
blow up the world, in which case?
Ed Lyell, PhD Professor of
Business and Economics, Adams
State University, (ehlyell@adams.
edu)
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4 bed, 2 bat h, studio,
2-c ar. Tre e s, landsc aping,
loc at ion. Reduc ed! $209,00 0
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359 N. C haparral, 4 bed, 2 3/4
bath. Great C hale t I loc ation.
Updat e s & lots of spac e!

3356C Camino del Rey, 1981 sf
Nic e house! Sunroom, views!

815 & 816 De ep C re e k Trail
(buyer side)

573 & 574 Cardinal Overlook
(for buyer & seller)
3899 & 3900 Rarity Way
(buyer side)

Unde r C ont rac t

403 & 404 N C haparral Way
(for buyer & seller)
1234 L aredo

(assistin g buyer)

mos a
919 Ross Ave in Ala
g exc elle nt income
Cur ren tly prod ucin
as an inve stment

3 ac re s near town.
S tudio/exhibit ion /prac t ic e spac e s.
Ne w pric e! $252,50 0!

www.SangreD.com

116 South Alder S treet, Suite A
Sangre de C risto Inn Building
Nor th of the post of fic e in
downtown C restone

719.256.5800
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Smoke Column

Community information on first response

by Chris Botz
Fire danger is still very high
due to drought conditions. Please
take care with your wood stove
ashes. These can reignite days
later when they are exposed to oxygen. That was our last fire, which
fortunately did not get a chance
to spread far and only destroyed
a fence and two piñons. That was
largely due to the quick reaction
by the Conley Waste Management
operators, who used their drinking water and dirt to slow the fire’s
spread before we arrived with
three trucks to finish up. We would
like to thank Tim Torrez and Chris
Samora for their quick reactions
and work on that day: good work
gentlemen.
You have probably heard that
we have a low number of volunteers, which is true. We have nine
in good standing and ready to respond at the Baca Firehouse. This
is why it is so important to have
two full time positions at the firehouse, so that the equipment is
well maintained and ready to roll.
It is true we don’t have a large
number of calls, but when they do
come in, the fires are just as deadly
and fast moving as the large-callvolume fire departments. After
all these years it still needs to be
emphasized that these positions
are essential for readiness and response.
The Baca Grande Property
Owners Association (POA) assessment is $339 this next year,

High Plains
Electric
Serving Crestone Area

720-476-9521

LIC # EC.0100568

and that includes Administration,
Maintenance, EMS and Fire. I do
not understand how anyone could
complain about that, but the Board
fears that there will be pushback if
it goes any higher. I ask the community itself to recognize how good
they have it here because of the
POA. I would suggest that $400
(that is $33.33 per month to have
all those services provided) should
be well within any property owner’s reach and would provide the
good jobs here which everyone says
they are in favor of.
This is my last column and I
would like to thank the Eagle first
for making this space available
every month! Secondly I would like
to thank all the former firefighters,
EMS and chiefs and all the future
firefighters, EMS and chiefs for
their willingness to go into harm’s
way to keep the community safe. I
wish I had the space to list the hundreds of names individually, not
just here but across the entire San
Luis Valley.
Here at the end, I want to especially thank several people from
EMS for the years of partnership
on hundreds of ambulance calls we
went on at any hour, in any weather,
holidays the same as any other day.
Pam Gripp, Ivan Lakish and Cindy
Hefty, thanks for being there.
To the community I wish you
the best, and encourage you to take
care of those who take care of you.
Chris Botz
Fire Chief and EMS Captain

LEAP began accepting applications for
its 2016/17 season on Tuesday, Nov. 1

Colorado’s Low-income Energy Assistance Program is a 100% federally funded program administered by the Colorado Department of Human
Services (CDHS) that provides cash assistance to help Coloradans pay
a portion of home heating costs during the winter months. The program
pays the highest benefits to those with the highest heating bills and the
lowest incomes by family size. Applicant income may not exceed 165% of
the federal poverty level ($3,341 per month for a family of four).
“Last year, nearly 98,000 Coloradans applied for LEAP, receiving
an average benefit of nearly $389 per household,” said Aggie Berens,
LEAP manager. “We want to make sure that all eligible Coloradans are
aware of LEAP’s assistance so they can receive some help with heating
costs this winter.”
To qualify for LEAP, applicants must be responsible for paying heating costs directly to an energy provider, fuel dealer or as part of their rent.
They also must be permanent legal residents of the United States and
Colorado, or have household members who are U.S. citizens.
LEAP-eligible households may also qualify for programs that inspect
a home’s primary heating source, such as a furnace or woodburning stove,
and weatherization upgrades that improve a home’s energy efficiency.
The State of Colorado also offers a rebate of property tax, rent and
heat expenses to low-income seniors and disabled persons. Please visit the
Colorado Department of Revenue’s website at www.colorado.gov/pacific/
tax/property-tax-rent-heat-credit-ptc-rebate-file for more information and
the rebate application booklet.
To find out if you qualify for LEAP, call toll-free at 1-866-HEATHELP (1-866-432-8435) or visit www.colorado.gov/cdhs/leap to view the
most current program application requirements and download an application. Applications will be accepted until April 30, 2017.

Building our community one project at a time since 1993

Potter Excavation, Inc.

PO Box 523

719-256-4063
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sand dunes swimming pool
“ G i f t C a r d s Av a i l a b l e f o r Yo u r G i f t i n g N e e d s ”

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
L a p Sw i m 1 2p m-1 p m, O pe n S w im 1pm - 8pm , Closed Thur sdays
Pho n e : 7 1 9-37 8 -28 0 7
Add r e s s : 1 9 91 C o. R d. 6 3 , H oo per, CO 81136

Adults - $12.00
Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00
Children 2 & Under - FREE

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

L O C A L

L O D g i n g

you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

Simplify hosting friends & family this
Holiday by inviting your guests to stay
at one of Crestone’s many
lovely lodging options.

Nestled in the woods you can

E l e c t r u m’s R e n t a l
Spaces
Retreat and Enjoy!!
The Downtown Hobbit House or
Baca Shamanic Healing House
Nightly/Weekly 2 night min.

Call or text: 719-588-2114
globalspirit13@gmail.com

Casa del Soul

Downtown
Crestone
Lodging

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com
Web: www.collhouse.com

Welcome

Baca Townhouse No. 9

Beautiful, gentle,
relaxing setting
Two floors, two bedrooms,
two baths

• Reasonable nightly and weekly rates
• cable • WiFi • smoke-free

719-256-5788

www.casadelsoul.net

$80 each bedroom, each night
free wifi, near Desert Sage
easy walk into Crestone
505.983.1343
505.670.0194
mswingard@gmail.com
BacaTownhouse.com

DragonflyHouseCrestone.com
719-256-4859
Bed & Breakfast

L O C A L

L O D g i n g

you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com
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by Suzanne McGregor
Who can believe how fast
this year has gone? We have left
gardening and harvesting behind
and are looking ahead to snow
shoveling and hot chocolate as
we face the winter. But we do
not despair—there are December
events and holiday activities to
warm our hearts!
On Friday, December 16 from
1-4 pm, our Friends of the Library
(FOL) will host our annual Holiday
Open House this year. This event
has been a library tradition for
over twenty years and is our way of
showing gratitude to the community who has supported the library
in so many loving ways. Come and
visit with friends and meet new
ones, share laughter and catch up
on news, enjoy some homemade
goodies, and learn about the current goings-on in your library. We
welcome homemade treats (they
are always the best!) and will have
a sign-up sheet at the front desk
if you want to share some goodies
with us. Please plan to join us—
and bring your friends.
The library staff has been
working diligently to make the

library more “user-friendly” by
categorizing the collection with
colorful spine labels so that you
can spot what you want more
easily. We recently completed
the children’s room and added
these labels to award-winning
books. The two most prominent awards for children’s books
are the Newbery Award (for
the most distinguished contribution to American literature
for children), and the Caldecott Medal (for the most distinguished American picture book
for children). Another prestigious award is the Geisel Award
named for our beloved “Dr.
Seuss.” It honors the most distinguished American contribution for beginning readers.
We would like to offer computer classes for seniors, as we
have had a number of requests
from older community members
who are not that familiar with
computers. Is there anybody out
there who would be a good fit for
teaching this class? If so, please
come to the library and let us
know about you!
Notice: The library will be
closed for the holidays December
23 through December 26, and
on December 30 and January 1.
We will be open on New Year’s
Eve, December 31.
Suzanne,
Barry and Sandia wish everyone
a blessed holiday season and a
bright New Year.
Baca Grande Library, 2564100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am5pm; Sat. 10am-2pm.

THEME: HOLIDAY MOVIES
ACROSS
1. Group of pupils
6. Fossil fuel
9. Dust arachnid
13. Abdominal muscle, pl.
14. Grass bristle
15. Like a ballerina
16. Deflect
17. *She played wife and mom in
21 Across
18. Lazybones
19. *It happened on 34th Street
21. *Nicholas Cage ‘s “The ____
Man”
23. Wednesday’s child issue?
24. Mouthful, swallowed
25. ____ Francisco
28. ____ Verde National Park
30. Adorn the halls with holly, e.g.
35. Singer Tori
37. Jailbird’s home
39. Tax of one tenth
40. Popular e-reader
41. DNA half
43. Inmate’s weapon
44. Loose-fitting top
46. “____ and sound”
47. Performed alone, pl.
48. Madison Square Garden and
STAPLES Center, e.g.
50. Snouts or beaks
52. *”____ Takes a Holiday” with
Basil Rathbone (1930)
53. Inoffensive manner
55. Long time
57. *Jim Carrey’s green grump
60. *Holiday movie time traveler
64. Courtroom excuse
65. Bo Peep’s follower
67. Bus commuter
68. Object of Tiny Tim’s affection
69. Corn piece
70. Twig of a willow tree
71. Aquatic snakes
72. Pastrami partner
73. Proceeds

DOWN
1. Pack like sardines
2. Denim innovator
3. Maple, to a botanist
4. Scarecrow stuffing
5. “The Goldbergs,” e.g.
6. Arc de Triomphe, e.g.
7. Leave speechless
8. Big mess
9. Between mini and maxi
10. Short for “it will”
11. He plus she
12. “Ever” to a poet
15. Marine gastropod
20. Olden day blood-drawing
equipment
22. Priest’s vestment
24. Like a knight in shining armor?
25. *Billy Bob Thorton’s was bad
26. Love, to Napoleon and Josephine
27. Nobody
29. ____ Candies, chocolatier
31. Treat without respect
32. ____ vs. pathos
33. Popular cook-off dish
34. *”Home Alone” main character
36. *Jim Carrey’s was green when
he stole Christmas
38. *It’s wonderful?
42. Three-masted vessel
45. Tabby’s favorite herb
49. Pollen ____
51. Feeling at a funeral
54. Holiday feeling
56. Hustle and bustle sound
57. Tar to feathers
58. Tiny river
59. Wading bird
60. Dried up
61. Norse deity
62. Turned to the right
63. Makes mistakes
64. Gobbled up
66. *”Jingle All the ____”

Find the crossword puzzle solution at www.crestoneeagle.com/crossword
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Classifieds
Buy - Sell - Rent
Trade - Wanted
Personal - & More!

$12 for the first 175 characters
+ $1 for 25 additional characters
+ $2 for live link online from our
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online
(from date of approval), and 1
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad.
Pay online or send to:
The Crestone Eagle,
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: Ads & payments must be
received by the 22nd of the month
to be included in the print version.

Classifieds Online
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment
and it will be listed online
within 2 business days.

Houses & Property for Sale

430 Acres South of Moffat

For Sale 430 surveyed deeded acres 2
miles south of Moffat on Hwy #17 on both
sides of highway, new water well and owner
financed with great terms, $171,829.35
call Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 719873-1700 ask for Bruce

Home for Sale

Nearly 2,000 sq ft traditional adobe
style home, on 1/4 acre surrounded by
privacy fence with gardens and trees
creating inner sanctuary. 2 bedrooms, 1
bath, extra-large sunny living room for
gatherings, large studio, plus storage
shed. Close to golf course and library!
Expansive views! Reduced price $99,900
Amazing deal! This is the one! Call 505
982-1183 for more info!

www.crestoneeagle.com

New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!
Houses for Rent

Charming Furnished Log Cabin
Studio

Stove, Fridge, Steam Shower! Views, Pet
Friendly. Great for Winter Retreat! 6 mo or
longer lease: $850/mo. + All Util. Higher
rates for short term. 505-728-0244 Pics:
www.vrbo.com #588512

Stunning 1 BR/1BA Retreat Home

Impeccably Furnished. Fenced landscaping
w/ water feature, wood stove, gorgeous
kitchen. Views from every room. 6/mo.
or longer lease: $1000/mo. + Utilities.
Pets Friendly/Deposit . Pics: www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com Short term
rates higher. 505-728-0244. Available
January 1st.

Beautifully Furnished 2BR/2BA
Home in Grants

Views from every room. Fenced garden,
wonderful kitchen. Pet friendly/deposit 6/
mo or longer lease: $1500/mo. + electric
& wifi. Higher rates for shorter lease. www.
thelongandshortofrenting.com 505-7280244

Beautiful Self Contained Cabin

Beautiful fully furnished sunny cabin, self
contained, perfect for retreat. Available
Dec 7th. For quiet, refined, meditative
person on 40 acres off grid. $600/m, First
and last upfront. $40 cleaning fee. Call
303-726-5125

On Top of the World with best
views in Crestone

2-story 800 SF 2BR/1BA with incredible
views at top of Brookview Way in Chalet
1, just 5 minutes from downtown. Pets
OK. 350 SF upstairs Deck. $850/month +
Util. Just renovated. Leave a message with
your email address and I’ll send photos.
3038873340 Justin.

Split level mobile for rent

Split level mobile in Casita Park – 3
bedrooms, 2 baths. Washer/dryer. Well
insulated – thermo pane windows.
No pets. Not a grow house. Available
November. $600/month. Utilities not
included. 256-5334.

LUXURY HOME FOR RENT. 6
Month LEASE or more.

Fabulous Views, Mountains & Valley. Fully
furnished. 3 Bed, 2 Bath, Sacred Space for
use as studio/ healing space. Chalet 11.
Very High Vibration. Lots of Garden space.
Great passive solar. Call 719 256 5768.

Casita Park fresh remodel vacant
ready to occupy

Casita Park 3 bed 2 bath remodeled
Modular with a large storage shed. Owner
will lease option with a down payment.
Vacant and ready to occupy just need
propane. Call Phil or Christian 303-9121074 or 303-406-3582.
House Rental Wanted

Looking for housing / work trade/
jobs!

sealing of all exterior wood. Interior
and exterior painting. Sober workers,
reliable, & fair prices. 719.256.5217 or
719.480.2661

Craig Electric Services

Craig Electric for all your electrical needs.
Prompt, reliable, generous rates. Contact
Steve at 256-5951, sdossenback@gmail.com

It’s Tax Time Again!

David W. Walker, Accountant. 38 years
experience. Personal & Business Income
Tax Assistance. Call for appointment in
your area. 719-379-2988.

Computer Service/Repairs

Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop
in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention,
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call
Dennis 256-4110

Kind woman looking for a small place to
rent or trade for in the Crestone/Villa Grove
area. Also looking for work. Eldercare/
nanny exp. Clean, quiet, hardworking,
positive! 720-696-1468 or domsbiz@
gmail.com
Services

Sam’s Contracting Services

Build whole houses, remodeling, decks
installed, chimney sweep, duct workcleaned or replaced. Plumbing-whole job
or just repairs. Electrical-run and hooked
up to breaker box. Sub-flooring, hardwood
floor, ceramic tile, VCT & roll vinyl. House
Public Notice: Saguache County Board of Commissioners
Seeks Crestone/Baca Planning Commission Members
Saguache County Board of Commissioners is seeking a Crestone/
Baca Planning Commission member.
Members needed from: a member to represent the Town of Crestone
and an alternate to represent the Town of Crestone; and a member is
needed to represent the Baca Grande Property Owners Association and
three alternates are needed.
The representative must be a property owner or a manager of property and reside in the area they are interested in representing. Regular
member terms are for three years, Town of Crestone representative and
BGPOA representative terms are for one year term.
Crestone/Baca Planning Commission meets once each month, usually at the Baca Grande Property Owners meeting room. The Planning
Commission may also have work sessions through out each month to
work on the Sub Area Master Plan and different items.

WOODMAN DESIGN

If you are interested please send a brief letter of interest stating
qualifications and interest to: Saguache County Land Use, PO Box 326,
Saguache, CO 81149 prior to January 6, 2017. Should you have any
questions please call Wendi Maez at 719-655-2321.

Planning on building?
The most important place to put the money for
your new house is into your plans.

It’s a small percentage of the cost of the entire
job, but thinking it all through and putting it on
paper now will aid clear communication with
your builder and ensure the most enjoyment
and economy to you for years to come.
Let’s talk.
Janet Woodman
719-937-3767
woodmandesign@fairpoint.net
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

...Classifieds

Minor Home Maintenance

continued from
Page B-14

SKYHAWK CONSTRUCTION

Are you interested in energy efficient
construction and indoor air quality? Call
Paul for remodels or new homes. 2564505. paulkoppana@yahoo.com

Recycling

Bring your recyclables to the parking lot
across the street from Aventa the first &
third Saturdays of each month, 10am-2pm.
Waste Free SLV will be asking $10 for the
average household, less for small amounts,
more for larger. 719-588-2703.

Metal Works

Sand Pit Metal Works LLC welding and
blacksmithing. Certified D1.1, knife
making, moble welding. Ivan Lakish 719588-5819.

Reliable, honest, versatile. References
available. Interior and exterior painting,
cabinet and wood refinishing, drywall
repair and finishing, deck repair and
coating, window cleaning, expert house
cleaning, minor home repairs. for more
info call: Angela Goff 719-480-9513
Help Wanted

Caregivers Wanted

Work for the #1 caregiving team! Visiting
Angels is hiring caregivers in the Crestone/
Alamosa area. Incentives, bonus program,
paid training, and flexible hours. Weekends
a must. Call today and LOVE what you do!
970-264-5991
Misc. for Sale

CHEAP WINDOWS AND DOORS!

Used and overstock. See at Mariposa
windows at 13th & E st. Salida 8-5 many
windows: wood, vinyl, aluminum

Vehicles for Sale

Free

Immaculate 2014 Ram 1500

Free Manure

2014 Ram 1500 Quad Cab, 15,000 mi. Tow
package, 4WD, transferrable ext warranty.
$25,400. Beautiful! 719.256.4553

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

Lost and Found

Come Home Moonie!

RAPIN & COMP
TER Builder Since 1976 ANY

Our sweet dog Crescent Moon “Moonie” ran
away on the night of Monday, November 7th.
She was last seen at the edge of Cottonwood
Creek in the Grants in Crestone. She is a white,
husky-type dog wearing a black collar, but
unfortunately, her tags with our information
had fallen off the collar. She is an extremely
sweet & friendly dog. She has run away many
times, but she has never been gone for this
long. If anyone has seen her, please contact
our family at 530-470-3298. Love & Gratitude
in helping us bring Moonie home.

Richard & Elinor Laurie

719.256.4032

• New homes • Additions
• Remodels • Decks
elinor1320@fairpoint.net
Licensed and Insured

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone
in Crestone: (719) 256-4854

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com
website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com

CRAIG ELECTRIC
STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131
Home 719-256-5951
Cell 719-588-9626
sdossenback@gmail.com

Wishing you

HOLIDAY

SMILES

RESTORATIVE, IMPLANT,
COSMETIC AND
GENERAL DENTISTRY

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS

Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

South Fork

138 Ponderosa Drive,
South Fork, CO

719.873.5846

Alamosa

906 Main Street,
Alamosa, CO

719.589.2257

hardingdent algroup.com

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS
MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS
MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD
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Trump?

From the Editors of E - The
Environmental Magazine
Dear EarthTalk: What kinds
of changes to federal environmental
policies can we expect to see from
Donald Trump when he assumes
the presidency?

—D. Shelley, Boulder, CO
Like many Americans, environmental advocates are alarmed
at the results of the 2016 election. What worries them most is
Trump’s call for reneging on the
landmark Paris climate accord
which secured commitments from
the world’s largest polluters to
scale back emissions. The agreement just went into force and the
U.S. is committed to it for four
years, but Trump insiders report
The Donald may try to submit the
agreement for ratification by an
unsympathetic Senate (Obama
has maintained ratification isn’t
necessary) in efforts to derail U.S.
participation.
“If Trump yanks the United
States out of the Paris agreement,
the deal won’t die, but momentum
could wane,” reports Brad Plumer
on Vox.com. “One can imagine China and India deciding they don’t
need to push nearly as hard on
clean energy if the world’s richest
and most powerful country doesn’t
care. At best, progress would slow.
At worst, the entire arrangement
could collapse, and we set out on a
path for 4°C warming or more.”
Another sore spot for environmentalists is Trump’s attitude
toward the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). Initially Trump
said he would disband the agency,
but more recently said he would
keep it in a stripped down form
refocused on its “core mission of
ensuring clean air, and clean, safe
drinking water for all Americans.”
Myron Ebell, a leading climate
skeptic with the Competitive Enterprise Institute and no friend to

www.crestoneeagle.com

the environmental community, is
slated to run the new leaner EPA.
Meanwhile, proponents of
pipelines to move petroleum products from the great gas and oil
fields of the northern U.S. and
Canada are overjoyed at the Republican sweep of Election 2016.
Given Trump’s stated goals of reducing the federal government’s
role in energy and environmental
policy while encouraging more infrastructure projects to connect
production with markets and consumers, environmentalists are
bracing for a revival of the muchdisputed Keystone XL pipeline project that President Obama rejected
last year. There are fears as well
of a green light for the Dakota Access Pipeline project currently in a
holding pattern as native and environmental protestors stage a civil
disobedience camp-out nearby. Not
surprisingly, shares in the two companies behind the respective projects rallied following the election.
For their part, environmentalists are already starting to refocus
on what they can do without the
support of the White House. “Under President George W. Bush, the
environmental community took the
battle to the courts and Congress
and watch-dogged political appointees; we blocked attacks on the
environment; we galvanized the
public to take action,” says Kate
Colwell, an activist with the nonprofit Friends of the Earth. “After
the more recent fights to kill the
Keystone XL pipeline, ban fracking
and shut down coal plants, the environmental movement is stronger
than we have ever been.”
“We will have to harness our
new energy, join together, and use
every strategy possible to fight
against hate and greed and environmental destruction,” she adds.
“While I wish we had a different
fight before us, we must fight the
one presented to us. The future of
our country and planet depends
on it.”
CONTACTS: Vox, www.vox.
com; Friends of the Earth, www.
foe.org.
EarthTalk® is produced by
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss and is
a registered trademark of the nonprofit Earth Action Network. To
donate, visit www.earthtalk.org.
Send questions to: question@earthtalk.org.

The view over the Crestone Post Office November 23, after the clouds from a recent
storm cleared, giving us white mountain tops just in time for Thanksgiving.
						
 photo by Lori Nagel

Crestone-Baca
Weather Report

by Keno
October 21 to November 20
Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip: 0.24”
Snow: 0.6”
Measurable precipitation fell on 2
days.
Measurable rain fell on 1 day.
Measurable snow fell on 1 day.
A trace of rain fell on 1 day.
No thunderstorms or hail occurred.
Total precipitation
year to date:
Since Jan 1: 11.51”
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 47.2”
Snow Season *: 1.3”
*Snow season runs from July 1 to
June 30
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 68.2°F on October 23
Low temp: 11.4°F on November
18
Avg. high: 59.3°F
Avg. low: 28.6°F
Number of days with the high
temperature at or above 60°: 18
Number of days with the low temperature at or below 32°: 22
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 1.2 mph		
Highest gust: 48 mph on November 17.
Main direction: Out of the east at
night, out of the southwest during
the day.

To start or renew your subscription, go to
www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle • P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

1yr
2yrs
3yrs

Bulk
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state)
1 issue/month Bulk mail
Paper Only
Paper
+ Digital

First Class
1 issue/month First Class mail

❑ $20
❑ $35
❑ $50

❑ $32
❑ $59
❑ $86

❑ $25
❑ $40
❑ $55

Paper Only

Paper
+ Digital
❑ $37
❑ $64
❑ $91

Digital Only
Go digital with
The Crestone Eagle!
Just $15 for 12
issues .pdf file
❑ $15
❑ $30
❑ $45

❍ I am a new subscriber ❍ Just a renewal ❍ I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _________________________________Email: ______________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________________________________

Now offering discounted
subscription rates!

Subscribe to The Eagle

Weather summary:
Temperatures were way
above normal for the entire period while precipitation was very
much below normal, as Crestone
and most of Colorado are now once
again officially back in drought
conditions. The lack of snowfall
pushed back the opening of most
ski areas in the state. As of this
writing (November 21), Crestone
is seeing the warmest November
ever on record, along with almost
no snow. Six record highs were either broken or tied during the period, with October being the fifth
warmest ever on record, along
with it also being second driest.
This was also the first October
since the major drought year of
2001 that zero snowfall was recorded in the month.
Outlook for December:
For this month, we start off
temperature wise with an average
high and low of 37° and 12°, and
by New Year’s Eve we normally
see high and low readings of 32°
and 6°. The warmest December
temperature was 58°, set 4 times,
on each day from Dec 1 thru 3, in
1995, and then one more time on
Dec 4, 1998. The coldest reading
was -18°, reached on 2 different
days, first on Dec 23, 1990, and
then again on Dec 8, 2005.
This is not normally a big
snow month for our area. We
see on average 9.1” of snowfall,
far less than what we see in our
snowiest months. The most snow
to ever fall in December was set
just 2 years ago in ’14, when 25”
accumulated. The record amount
of liquid precip (after we melt
down the snow) is just 0.61”, making December the third driest
month of the year.
As far as seeing a white
Christmas, we usually do, but
only thanks to snow already on
the ground from previous storms.
Snow falling on Christmas Day is
rare. On only 9 days since 1982
has this occurred. However, that
includes the last 2 Christmases,
when we saw 6.6” in ’14, and 1.9”
last year. In the last 34 years
there have been only 8 Christmas
days when there was no snow on
the ground.
The 30-day outlook for December is calling for, once again,
temperatures well above normal,
along with average snowfall.
Note: For current Crestone weather conditions visit Keno’s web site:
www.keno.org/vws.

