
On March 5, 2013 a special 
election will be held on whether or 
not to dissolve the Crestone Emer-
gency Services District. Eligible 
voters for this election are all those 
people who are registered to vote in 
Colorado and who own property in 
the recently formed Crestone Fire 
Protection District, dba Crestone 
Emergency Services District. 

The election will be held on 
March 5, 2013, to consider whether 
the Crestone Fire Protection Dis-
trict shall be dissolved. Vote at the 

polls at the Crestone Community 
Center on north Cottonwood Street 
(old school house) on March 5 from 
7:00am to 7:00pm. 

Mail-in ballots were not auto-
matically sent to local voters who 
usually vote by mail-in ballot. If 
you had not specifically requested 
a mail-ballot  for this election, you 
must vote in person.  Mail-in bal-
lots had been available upon re-
quest, but the deadline to request 
one has passed.

In November 2011, voters ap-

proved the formation of an Emer-
gency Services District. However, a 
mill levy was not approved by the 
voters, leaving the new district un-
funded. In a vote in May 2012, the 
mill levy again failed to pass. Sub-
sequently, a petition was circulated 
requesting the termination of the 
district and the election to do so ap-
proved by the court. The past three 
district elections were all decided 
by fewer than 25 votes.

Please participate in this im-
portant election.

Vote “NO” on dissolution to re-
tain the district.

Vote “YES” on dissolution to 
dissolve the district.

Special Crestone Emergency Services 
District election to be held March 5

Crestone, Colorado    Volume 24, Number 3 March, 2013      $1

PRESORT STD
US POSTAGE

PAID
CRESTONE, CO

PERMIT #8
81131

Change Service
Requested

Sandhill cranes.  photo by Ken Archer kenarcherphotos.com To see this photo and more in color, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

Inside:
Community Calendar ����������� 12

Who We Are, Architect  
   Michael Bertin ������������������ 15

Oil & gas drilling regs stir 
   debate in Colorado ������������ 24

The Harts’ cold frame gets
  a jump on growing greens B-1

RGRT report on snowpack &
   water impacts ������������������B-4

24 years serving the Northern San Luis Valley

by Lisa Cyriacks
A supporter of universal care 

and one of the founders of the 
Foundation for Universal Health-
care, Colorado State Senator Irene 
Aguilar (D-Denver) introduced a 
bill February 22 in the state legisla-
ture that would create the Colorado 
Health Care Cooperative. The co-
operative would be a nonprofit ben-
efits administrator and payer for 
health-care services, acting much 
like an insurance company, making 
payments directly to health-care 
providers.

If Aguilar’s bill moves forward, 

it would go to voters for approval 
at the soonest in November, and it 
would be implemented by 2016. But 
it faces huge hurdles. Two-thirds 
of each chamber of the legislature 
would have to approve it, and then 
a majority of voters would have to 
approve it.

The cooperative would rely on 
state taxing structures for collecting 
premiums.  The Cooperative would 
be established by an amendment to 
the Colorado Constitution as an in-
dependent business owned by Colo-
radans and run by Coloradans.

Currently, according to the 

Colorado Health Access Survey, 
about 830,000 Coloradans have 
no health insurance. The Colorado 
Trust funds the survey and the Col-
orado Health Institute conducts it.

Aguilar said universal care 
does not mean a government-run 
system.

Under Colorado Health Care 
Cooperative, Aguilar’s non-parti-
san bill, employers would pay a 6% 
payroll tax for each worker, while 
employees would pay a 3% share. 
Self-employed people and investors 
would pay a 9% tax on income and 

Colorado Legislature to consider universal healthcare

continued on page 24

Raven Cabeza and Travel Cole share a 
jacket and a smile.  photo by Lori Nagel



Thank you!
Dear Editor,
On Saturday, February 16 the 

Crestone Charter School was proud 
to host its second annual community 
Valentine Dance.  This year’s event 
featured Red Bandana, the amaz-
ing all-girl band from Salida.  Red 
Bandana, whose members range in 
age from 12 to 14, inspired kids and 
grown-ups alike with their musician-
ship, their stage presence, and their 
positive energy.  On behalf of the 
Charter School, I’d like to send out a 
huge thank-you to Tom Dessain and 
Crestone Performances, Inc., who 
were generous enough to sponsor Red 
Bandana.  We are so grateful for all 
the wonderful music you bring to Cre-
stone!

Sincerely,
Daya Scheide

2013 Crestone Energy 
Fair on or off?

Dear Editor,
Judie Rose will not be heading 

up the Crestone Energy Fair this year. 
If the Crestone Energy Fair is to hap-
pen in September, 2013, someone will 
have to step up to the plate and get it 
going.  If you are interested in taking 
on this 23-year-old event, call Judie 
Rose at 256-5110 for the info/notes 
you will need to make this event hap-
pen.

Thank you,
Judie Rose

Inclusiveness of Charter 
School leadership 

Dear Editor,
As the charter school approach-

es critical leadership decisions, some 
wish that the school would be more 
open to input. There is a time and 
place for complaint, but life and psy-
chology classes teach that it’s typi-
cally more effective to praise behavior 
you want to see and mostly ignore 
behavior you don’t want to see. With-
out claiming to know all the issues, in 
my view the school deserves an A in 
community inclusion. I hope we will 
engage in the official decision-making 
process, which is more useful than 
talking among ourselves about what 
we disagree with. 

The governing council posts 
meeting times so community mem-
bers can attend and speak. Sensing 
the commonality of basic values in 
those who volunteer long hours to 
complete projects, I believe they do the 
best they can with limited resources. I 
don’t expect to be given an equal voice 
for issues that I haven’t taken the 
time to fully inform myself on. They 
can’t in one brief session thoroughly 
explain complex issues that have 
been ongoing for years. I anticipate 
opportunities for cooperative involve-
ment with the planned PTO.

The administrators make dif-
ficult decisions for which they know 
they will be criticized. I trust their 
intent of ultimately providing for 
the best interests of the students as 
a whole and considering individual 
needs as much as possible. They bal-
ance issues of confidentiality with 
giving adequate explanation to those 

outside a situation—a difficult task. 
I’ve heard briefly of the drama of com-
ings and goings, and I don’t consider 
it my business to know the details. 
There are always two sides to a story; 
the truth is often somewhere in the 
middle. 

Teachers have a challenging 
profession. I’m grateful for (a) the 
energy and dedication they bring to 
the classroom; (b) the loving, creative, 
and safe environment they provide; 
(c) parents welcomed into the class-
room to contribute, at a time in which 
most public schools seem to have few 
resources or time to spare beyond bol-
stering standardized test results. 

My work involves the field of 
education, so I’m constantly exposed 
to the political tides and the latest re-
search in the field. The charter school 
is exceptional, due to the effort of 
many seen and unseen. I consider it 
a privilege that my child may attend. 
Let’s focus on our personal responsi-
bility to make a positive contribution. 
This will get us further in improving 
the school. 

Ardell Broadbent

GMO alfalfa 
Dear Editor,
GMO alfalfa is being propagated 

in our valley, and according to Monte 
Vista agricultural engineer Patrick 
Oneill, it is common practice to spray 
the alfalfa with Roundup immediate-
ly prior to being baled. This is purely 
insane and one only needs to think 
for one moment to grasp the horrific 
ramifications of such a practice.  We 
must do all we can to stop this now. 
Please sign the petition on MoveOn.
org to stop the propagation of GMOs 
in this sacred valley. Thank you. 

Narayan Khalsa

Food donation
Dear Generous Donor(s) of Food 

Boxes:
I could not find out who you 

are, but wish to thank the generous 
soul(s) who gave me #7 a full box of 
organic food good for 40 days of eating 
last month.  I know you also  donated 
a number of boxes as a much higher 
number than mine stood behind me to 
collect her box too. It is a handsomely 
generous way to remind me and us 
of how we need to prepare for times 
when food and supplies are cut off.

Thank you so warmly,
Jacquelyn Zoe de Bray

No gas at POA
 Dear community,
We regret to announce that the 

POA maintenance shop cannot sell 
gasoline. We understand the incon-
venience we are all experiencing with 
the closure of Curt’s station and the 
void that closure created in purchas-
ing gas locally. Unfortunately, the 
maintenance shop would be violating 
state laws, as well as incurring huge 
liabilities, should we pose as a retail 
outlet for gasoline sales.

  I personally apologize for this, 
especially since I just became the 
new community manager and must 
deliver this message. Hopefully the 
inconvenience will be short-term in 
duration.

 Thanks for your understanding,
 Lonnie Nichols,
HMI Community Manager

Wells & water systems
Dear Crestone Town and Com-

munity Residents,
On February 11 the Town of 

Crestone Town Council decided to 
set a “current” policy of not allowing 

granting of new well permits by the 
state, in the Town of Crestone. This 
was done without any notice, hearing, 
ordinance or other process that truly 
included the citizenry affected. The 
reasoning behind this is that there 
is insufficient funding for the potable 
water system that was put in in 2007. 
Predictions at that time the system 
was planned were that the system 
was financially unsustainable, but it 
was installed anyway as a “matter 
of faith” that funding would appear, 
which it has not. Many town residents 
asked at the time if they would be giv-
ing up the right to put a new well on 
their property, and are told “no”. Now 
that the town is having the (predicted) 
difficulty paying for the system, they 
have decided to strip the citizens of 
their right to drill a well by not allow-
ing the State of Colorado to issue them 
(the state asks the town to verify the 
resident’s right to have a well). The 
State of Colorado has a “guideline” 
that they do not approve well permits 
in municipalities that have a water 
system unless the town approves it, 
which is the towns’ choice. The Board 
of Trustees, headed by Mayor Kairina 
Danforth, have recently repeatedly 
referenced this guideline as a law, 
which is false. When objections were 
raised as to the promises made in 
2007 regarding the water system not 
removing the residents’ right to have 
a new well, the response was, “it was 
not put in writing”.

Is this what the Town of Cre-
stone has come to? “Put it in writing”?! 
What happened to integrity? The fact 
that the town government could so 
cavalierly remove a significant citizen 
right in a paternalistic manner of “we 
know what’s best”, disempowers the 
citizens. It is true that there may be 
no alternative to funding the water 
system than forcing people to connect 
to the town water system, but before 
promises are broken, I would like to 
see more interaction on this matter. 
We have a lot of smart people in this 
community, who might have a solu-
tion if informed and engaged. 

I was one of the trustees in 2007 
who told residents that they would 
not lose their right to a well, and now 
I feel my integrity is at stake in the 
absence of that. There is still no or-
dinance on this issue, and for citizens 
that have any ideas on it, I encourage 
them to contact the Town of Crestone 
Board of Trustees. Do not  assume 
that they will contact you.

Thank you,
Debra A. Irizarry

Response to wells 
& water—guidelines

Dear Editor,
The “Guidelines” discussed 

at the February 11, 2013 Crestone 
Board of Trustees meeting were cre-
ated by the Colorado Division of 
Water Resources in 2003 to help its 
staff provide consistent review of well 
permit applications pursuant to Colo-
rado Revised Statutes 37-92-602(6), 
which states in part: “It is hereby 
declared to be the policy of the state 
of Colorado that the exemptions set 
forth in this section are intended to 
allow citizens to obtain a water sup-
ply in less densely populated areas 
for in-house and domestic animal 
uses where other water supplies are 
not available.”   Once the town devel-
oped a municipal water system, this 
and other state laws began to govern 
water use in the town, including state 
approval of well permit applications.  
The town has not and cannot cre-
ate a policy to allow or not allow the 
granting of well permits, as this is the 
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Editor’s Notes
Sea thoughts

Janet and I were fortunate 
last month to be able to go visit 
a friend in the Virgin Islands.  
Such a great gift.  Turquoise wa-
ter, white sand beaches, tropical 
breezes and wonderful sea-level 
oxygen.  The ocean was vast and 
warm. The scenery was  green—a 
feast for winter-weary eyes.

I had planned to work while 
traveling.  But while waiting in 
the airport terminal my watch 
battery died.  Upon arriving, in-
ternet connections were difficult 
to non-existent.  The universe 
was very clearly saying “unplug,  
and just be here now.”  Great.

Being very far away from 
Crestone is sometimes a very 
good thing.  To “get out from un-
der”, to gain needed perspective.  
I spent many a day just hanging 
out at the beach.  Spent hours 
just floating in the great brilliant 
mother ocean.  Slowly, the inner 
coils of tension started to unwind.

As I posed questions to the 
universe I kept getting the same 
clear answer.  “Stand in the cen-
ter of your own being.”  

This was essentially the 
same message that has repeat-
edly come out of the sacred lodge, 
that has come from the elders.  
That it is very important during 
these times to be in balance, to be 
in your center.  There are strong 
energies moving all around the 
world, and here as well. During 
these times of disruption and 
change, everything is amped up.  
Our inner selves are being pushed 
and challenged. How we respond 
is uniquely up to each of us.  

It was hard coming back 
to Crestone from those tranquil 
waters.  To see the intensity of 
conflict and harshness here at 
home.  Wondering how I could 
make things better. Realizing, 
that maybe I can’t.

With appreciation for those 
who do,

—Kizzen
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state’s jurisdiction only.
The town’s municipal water 

system, which became operational in 
2010, was initially created to provide 
fire protection by installing fire hy-
drants throughout town, and provid-
ed water for residents in the upslope 
portion of town who had no water, due 
to the extreme cost of well-drilling at 
that elevation. The water system pro-
vides a safe, dependable source of wa-
ter for our commercial district and for 
residents who have desired to have 
municipal water. Creation of the mu-
nicipal water system did not change 
the rights of well owners to use and 
repair their wells.

At the time the system was 
planned, it was anticipated that it 
would take 29 water customers to 
cover the cost of operating the sys-
tem, and take five years for the sys-
tem to fully pay its expenses.  Once 
the system was operational for the 
first year, the town was able to more 
accurately access the expense of op-
erating the system. Due to the costs 
of testing and other compliance mat-
ters, the town treasurer then esti-
mated it would take 39 customers for 
the system to pay its expenses. Now 
in its third year of operation, the sys-
tem has 28 users, and we expect to 
meet the goal of the system paying for 
itself within the predicted five years.

The board of trustees held a spe-
cial meeting on January 30 to discuss 
the water district service area, and 
the well permit process was a neces-
sary part of this discussion.  Appro-
priate notice was given for this meet-
ing.  Citizens are always encouraged 
to attend the town meetings.

Sincerely,
Kairina Danforth, Mayor

Town urges No vote on 
March 5

Dear Editor, 
The Crestone Board of Trus-

tees fully endorses retention of the 
Crestone Emergency Services Dis-
trict and encourages the electorate 
to vote NO on Tuesday, March 5, 
2013. The district, created by the 
vote of the people in 2011, provides 
the mechanism to resolve numerous 
problems and challenges that can-
not be solved individually by any of 
the jurisdictional agencies providing 
emergency services, and it makes no 
sense to dissolve the district at this 
time. There is no cost or liability to 
anyone to keep the district in its cur-
rent status. 

Sincerely,
Town of Crestone Board of 

Trustees

Vote No on March 5
Dear Editor,
We just wanted to add a very 

quick response to this upcoming 
CrESD election.

We moved here 25 years ago and 
there was very little emergency re-
sponse structure in place for this area.  
The well meaning retired couples that 
volunteered for the Baca Grande Fire 
Department at the time knew little 
about how to run any of the equip-
ment, let alone the fire trucks.

We realized that if we didn’t get 
involved, that we could be in trouble, 
seeing clearly that we lived in the wild-
land urban interface.

We learned how to run the equip-
ment and fire trucks and contributed 
to a base of volunteer knowledge of fire 
response for the next 20 years.

A fine, well trained emergency 
response structure has been put in 
place by many volunteers through 

the years who have generously added 
their skills and expertise.

Community members under-
stand much more about managing 
emergencies than ever before.

So why undermine this valuable 
community resource?  We need to vote 
No in this election.

It’s heartbreaking to see the con-
tinued demoralizing of such good, well 
intentioned emergency (mostly young) 
volunteers.  They deserve our respect 
and vote of confidence.

We personally do not want to go 
back to the lack of awareness that was 
in place when we first got here.  We 
need the CrESD emergency response 
infrastructure in place.

The CrESD is a cumulative life-
enhancing community effort that has 
been built over decades of devotion and 
cooperative leadership.

Thanks for making the time to 
vote No.

Sincerely,
Christine Canaly
Mark Jacobi

Renters can vote; 
please vote No

Dear Editor,
I want to remind everyone that 

Renters can vote in this election.  
Only people who live out of the area 
have to own property here to vote.  
Please vote “No” to dissolve the dis-
trict this Tuesday, March 5.  We ap-
preciate your continued  support of 
local emergency services and CrESD.  

Thank you,
Lisa Bodey

Energetic & financial 
cost

To The Editor,
I applaud Steve Elliott for put-

ting forward the suggestion that the 
POA membership “move to the mid-
dle. . .” as a means of compromise 
and “constructive dialogues.”

Currently, that seems far off, 
with Bruce McDonald, Diane Dun-
lap, Nigel Fuller and Janie Thomas 
suing board members Treat Suomi, 
Bill Folk and Russell Schreiber—not 
the board of directors as a whole nor 
the BGPOA.  

Those that are bringing these 
suits could have brought their con-
cerns regarding the use of ‘proxy’ 
ballots (used in some form during 
POA elections for the past five years) 
to the membership, and worked on 
an alternative plan well before the 
election.  The group didn’t complain 
last year, when Bob Garnett was 
elected.  Instead, they chose to sue, 
with a potential cost to the member-
ship of thousands of dollars in legal 
fees. This is an odd way for those 
that are so concerned with increas-
ing fees, to act.

Steve, I agree with your con-
cern that those with blatant special 
interests should not be serving on 
the POA board:  why is Bob Garnett 
still there?  He felt comfortable su-
ing the POA, at a cost to the mem-
bership of more than $7,000.  He lost 
his suit and remains on the board, 
continuing to push for his special in-
terests to be realized.

You state that those serving 
as Emergency Services volunteers 
should be exempted from board po-
sitions.  Should that also include 
those that volunteer with other ser-
vice or educational organizations? 
Business owners?  Builders?  Should 
the only “qualified” candidates be 
drawn from those who have no vest-
ed interest in the community, unlike 

those who volunteer to protect and 
serve (without bias)?

The “2 Minute Limit” that you 
refer to is, in fact, part of the “rules” 
that the board is mandated to fol-
low if there are more than 20 peo-
ple waiting to express their views or 
question the board.

The same group that so vocif-
erously campaigned, and contin-
ues to do so, against the  Crestone 
Emergency Services District being 
established/sustained, now turns its 
sights on another group:  who will 
be next?

How strange it is to think that 
those who have no direct experience, 
training or history of volunteerism 
to the emergency service organi-
zations that serve this area are so 
ready to condemn it because it may 
cost us more, while they seem to be 
blind to the energetic and financial 
costs their actions impose on the 
POA membership.

Respectfully,
Stephanie Gaines

In response to Gaines’ 
letter

Dear Stephanie,
I totally understand your con-

cern. A lawsuit is a last resort when 
other means of communication has 
completely failed to bring any re-
sults. Even compromises aren’t pos-
sible when one side of the parties 
continuously ignores valid requests 
or concerns from others to the point 
where it isn’t even mentioned in the 
minutes. 

It is a fact that the board mem-
bers, who are now being sued, were 
repeatedly notified about the prob-
lems with using proxies before the 
election, but still chose to disregard 
these concerns. They also chose to 
disregard the fact that they have 
broken both bylaws and parts of the 
Colorado Constitution. They even 
voted YES to national dispatch after 
a full room of members expressed 
their concerns about how this would 
leave our area unprotected and give 
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This is your Chief speaking
Dear Community,
Vote No on Tuesday, March 5 to maintain better future options 

for our community. The outcome of this vote will cost you nothing but 
the time it takes to cast your ballot. We need your vote. 

My support of the Crestone Emergency Services District remains 
strong and steadfast. This resolve on the benefits of a unified special 
district has developed from the past thirteen years of providing emer-
gency services to this community.  As Fire Chief for both the Baca 
Grande and Crestone Fire Departments, I see the very real challenges 
that threaten our ability to serve the community effectively and put 
volunteer responders at undue risk. From a heart of service and front 
line knowledge of our department’s strengths and weaknesses I en-
courage this community to retain our future options for unified com-
munity protection by voting No on Tuesday, March 5. 

In the face of our opposition’s attempt to undo what voters have 
already approved, the following statements have been included to clar-
ify points pertinent to making an educated choice for our community.

Among other transgressions, the misinformation campaign has 
erroneously stated; “POA Fire Chief Ben Brack has confirmed over 
and over again in board meetings that all Mutual Aid Agreements are 
functioning splendidly and that whatever communications-dispatch 
issues they claimed existed were now resolved.”

This is a paraphrased statement taken out of context as a means 
to downplay the challenges our services face and the subsequent in-
crease in risk exposure to the residents. The truth of our mutual aid 
situation is that we have been excluded from the valley-wide 
intergovernmental agreement with all the other fire depart-
ments in the valley. Their lawyers advised them not to renew an 
agreement that included the Baca Grande POA because it is a pri-
vate entity. We currently have only one mutual aid agreement with 
our neighboring Northern Saguache County Fire Protection District.      

The reasons for forming CrESD in the first place still exist. The 
Crestone Fire Department is still dispatched from the sheriff ’s office. 
This causes delays because 911 in Alamosa must relay this informa-
tion by telephone to the sheriff ’s office before dispatch can occur.

I also want to address the misinformation that fire department 
volunteers would become paid staff if CrESD were funded. This is in-
correct.The same people would have approximately the same jobs and 
pay as they have now.  I have no idea where an $80,000 salary figure 
came from. No one makes near that.

As my introduction to politics, the process of creating a fire dis-
trict as an opportunity for community improvement has not been an 
easy or pleasant undertaking. However, I believe firmly in the great-
er good, the volunteer responders believe in that good and so did the 
majority of our voters that approved CrESD. Don’t let the opposition 
throw away our options for the future with a fear-based misinforma-
tion campaign.  Claims that volunteers are taking advantage of the 
community they serve daily are asinine, hurtful and not conducive to 
maintaining a willing base of volunteers. Truth is, the outcome of this 
vote will not cause an increase in your taxes, and voting No to dissolu-
tion on Tuesday, March 5 will maintain a viable option to emergency 
services and community challenges that are not currently being re-
solved. 

So please get out and vote on Tuesday, March 5 at the Cre-
stone Community Building. Renters—you can vote too! If you live 
in the district you don’t have to own property to vote. 

In service on the front lines,
Ben Brack

Letters continued on page 4
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us less service than what we already 
have, while costing us more. The 
problem is that they keep ignoring 
every attempt to communicate and 
come up with workable solutions.

In order to avoid a lawsuit, and 
thereby save the membership legal 
expenses, open, two-way communi-
cation is a must, as well as a willing-
ness to listen to what the members 
are expressing. Unfortunately, there 
hasn’t been any openness, willing-
ness or two-way communication so 
far. This is why a lawsuit is the only 
option at this point.

The only way to really under-
stand what is going on and to get all 
the facts straight is to come to the 
meetings. Therefore, I encourage 
people to come to as many meetings 
as possible so you can see for yourself 
what the truth of the matter is. 

Nigel Fuller

It’s a big deal 
Dear Editor,
There is a very troubling atti-

tude held by many in our little town; 
that it’s no big deal if laws are broken 
or if our elections are corrupted.  

Local elections are the most 
important elections we have because 
they determine who we will entrust 
with major decisions which have 
long-term consequences affecting us 
all.  These few people will be in posi-
tions of power for three or more years 
in most cases, so it’s a very big deal to 
ensure elections are conducted prop-
erly, honestly, and verifiably.  It is not 
okay for people in charge of elections 
to just “wing it”.     

There is also a very troubling 
presumption that we’re all supposed 
to automatically embrace any idea 
hatched by “volunteers” and to con-
clude that simply because the idea 
has “volunteers” involved, the idea 
must be brilliant, necessary and un-
conditionally supported.  Playing the 
“volunteer card” amounts to the same 
thing as playing the “race card.”  It 
has one purpose and one purpose 
only; to shift the dialog away from 
the facts and persuade you to make 
decisions based on guilt and/or fear.

It must be realized that just 
because a person volunteers, does 
not automatically mean that person 
is competent to manage an entire 
operation, much less something like 
our essential emergency services.  It 
is critical that we make sure we have 
qualified people managing these ser-
vices.  The architects of the CrESD 
have shown time and again that they 
do not make sound decisions. They 
should have worked out every single 
detail, made certain it was all achiev-
able and run it by absolutely every-
one before they forced us all to vote 
on it.  

I encourage everyone to go to 
www.bgcan.net and read the Com-
plaint for yourself.  You will see it 
all laid out—how the CrESD and 
the POA board elections have been 
conducted are completely related.  
This is one time that everyone must 
do your own homework. Become in-
formed and don’t just go by sound 
bites when making your decisions.   

Bruce McDonald

Set the record right
To the Editor:
Just to set the record right, Bob 

Garnett and Bob Banaszek did not 
“sue” the POA, but did file a Peti-
tion For An Injunction to determine 

the validity of the POA’s current gov-
erning documents. This action was 
dismissed by a judge related to Eli 
Dokson, who should have recused 
himself from ruling on any issue in-
volving the fire district. Said judge 
has recused himself from these is-
sues since. The court action was due 
to the co-opted POA board’s refusal 
to review and discuss the informa-
tion compiled by Bob Garnett and 
Bob Banaszek. The court action did 
not cost the POA membership any-
thing because the POA’s liability in-
surance paid for their lawyer. Bob 
Garnett and Bob Banaszek paid 
their own expenses and never sought 
any financial gain from our efforts. 
The petition will be posted on the 
BGCAN website so that everyone has 
the opportunity to read the facts for 
themselves.

As to the subject of volunteers, 
true volunteers don’t volunteer for 
personal gain, but do so in the service 
to those in need or for the betterment 
of the community. Bob Garnett and 
Bob Banaszek have never asked for 
anything in return for our volunteer-
ing. Bob Garnett began with Bobby 
Spiecher, thirty (30) years ago, cut-
ting firewood for those in need. Bob 
Banaszek has assisted many owner/
builders in building their homes, Bob 
has always been available to help 
with any problem a neighbor may 
have.

Bob Garnett is on the POA 
board due to the fact that he has no 
special agenda, with the exception 
being what is in the best interest 
of the membership. Bob Garnett is 
known for telling it as it is, no sugar 
coating. The main reason for Bob 
Garnett being on the POA board is 
that the membership has trust and 
faith in him and vote for him.

Bob Garnett

Response to Gaines 
Dear Stephanie:
Various members notified the 

POA Board of their concerns about 
the format of the upcoming election 
beginning months before the election, 
and the board was unresponsive.

This lawsuit will not cost the 
membership “thousands of dollars”.  
It won’t cost the members anything.  
The costs should be paid by the de-
fendants personally.

This isn’t just an issue of board 
members promoting “special inter-
ests”.  It is also an issue of family 
members of POA employees serving 
on the board.  Especially during 
budget discussions, these kinds of 
conflicts of interest, financial bias, 
and dual loyalty (to the department 
vs the membership vs family mem-
bers) becomes very problematic.  
Also, when for example you have an 
EMS responder on the board, you 
suddenly have an employee with 
more power than their direct su-
pervisor, the department head.  For 
instance, Treat Suomi, who works 
under Pam Gripp in the Ambulance 
Department, becomes Pam’s boss 
once on the board.  

There is no comparison be-
tween POA employees being on the 
board and those who work or vol-
unteer for other service organiza-
tions or businesses being on the POA 
Board.  Once you allow employees or 
family members of employees to be 
on the POA Board where they are 
making decisions that directly af-
fect the departments to which they 
have a special connection, you can 
no longer trust that the decisions be-
ing make are in the best interests of 
the membership at large as opposed 
to the best interests of any given de-

partment at the expense of the whole 
(e.g., stripping the maintenance de-
partment budget and padding the 
Fire department budget).

There is no such thing as a 
“mandated 2-minute speaking limit”.  
There are rarely 20 people in queue 
to speak.  Speaking limits are set by 
boards who don’t want to hear from 
their constituents—period.

Our sights are still on the same 
group—the proponents of CrESD 
who misled the community and who 
used their positions of power on the 
POA Board to further the outside 
third-party interests of CrESD to the 
detriment of the membership and at 
the cost to the membership of thou-
sands dollars.

We are not condemning vol-
unteerism, we condemn CrESD be-
cause it was a deeply flawed plan 
which has no viability because it has 
no emergency equipment or assets.  
And any more big mill levy increas-
es will financially cripple the Baca, 
hurting homeowners with crushing 
tax burdens resulting in diminished 
property values, more bankruptcies 
and foreclosures and ruining the 
lives of young families and seniors 
on fixed incomes by forcing them to 
pay much more for the same or de-
graded services.

Diane Dunlap

POA Response
Dear Editor,
Diane Dunlap, along with 

Janie Thomas, Bruce McDonald, 
and Nigel Fuller, has filed a lawsuit 
against the BGPOA, in which there 
are issues raised pertaining to a BG-
POA election and how that may af-
fect issues concerning the District. 
In response to this lawsuit, the prop-
er forum for communications and de-
cisions concerning the issues raised 
therein should be in formal filings 
and proceedings before the Court. 
The BGPOA will generally not com-
ment on pending litigation. BGPOA 
will continue to work with the com-
munity through its normal processes 
including meetings, emails, newslet-
ters, and other appropriate commu-
nications.

Respectfully,
Lonnie Nichols
Baca POA Community Manager

Response regarding 
lawsuit

Dear Editor,
A lawsuit has been filed against 

the Baca Grande Property Own-
ers Association.  Those bringing the 
suit, the plaintiffs, are Janie Thomas, 
Bruce McDonald, Nigel Fuller, and 
Diane Dunlap.  The lawsuit sues the 
association and names several Direc-
tors and a former Director as defend-
ants.

This lawsuit is in its very pre-
liminary stages.  

At the February 21 Special 
Meeting of the Board, called by Direc-
tors Bob Garnett & Diana Moats, Di-
rector Garnett revealed to the Board 
that he has talked with the POA’s 
insurance company in an attempt to 
prevent the insurance company from 
covering the legal fees of the lawsuit.  

The POA’s insurance company 
has hired an attorney for this case.  
The attorney recommended a specific 
course of action to start with.  Board 
Directors Suomi, Lakish, & Schreiber 
voted to follow the attorney’s rec-
ommendation; Directors Garnett & 
Moats voted not to follow the attor-
ney’s recommendation. 

Whether the CrESD district is 

a third party interest or something 
that would be good for the entire 
community, at this stage is a matter 
of opinion, and opinion has been di-
vided.  As far as money spent by the 
POA regarding the District, the most 
money spent by far was the Feasibil-
ity study of 2010.  The motion to hire 
the Feasibility Study was made by 
former director Diane Dunlap & sec-
onded by director Bob Garnett.

The POA is lucky to have more 
volunteers than employees.  Without 
these volunteers, there would likely 
be no emergency services at all.  To 
imply that these volunteers are paid 
employees is a disservice to their ded-
ication to us all.

The election regarding the 
CrESD District is coming up.  Please 
vote your conscience. Regarding the 
current POA litigation, it’s still very 
early in this process, but stay tuned 
for more news.

Sincerely,
Russell Schreiber

Please end the war 
Dear Editor,
. . . Against our community 

emergency response volunteers!
Please, for the safety and le-

gal liability of our community and 
the lives that may be saved, vote No 
March 5.

As one of the emergency re-
sponse volunteers who dedicates 
hundreds of hours without pay each 
year to serve the needs of our com-
munity, it breaks my heart to en-
counter daily so many reasons why 
our community needs the fully fund-
ed CRESD district, and then to see 
how certain people seem willing to 
go to any length spreading lies with-
in our community to make our jobs 
more difficult. Why? In a world with 
so many true problems and real evil 
corporate enemies and such, why do 
you choose to take the dark karma 
path of spending your every effort di-
viding the community against itself 
with totally misleading propaganda? 

Even without public funding, 
CrESD serves some very important 
liability functions for Baca property 
owners and enables us to call on 
other departments to assist in major 
emergencies . . . and costs absolutely 
zero in taxes or POA dues. To me it 
seems profoundly unwise to elimi-
nate something that so many of us 
volunteers have dedicated thousands 
of hours of volunteer effort to create, 
to improve access to national and 
state grants for our community, to 
improve and simplify radio commu-
nications in emergencies, to improve 
response time and reduce property 
owners’ financial liability in case of 
a huge wildfire . . . and currently at 
absolutely no cost to the community!  

Why are these few anti-emer-
gency services and anti POA zealots 
so short-sighted and so willing to 
exploit the most atrociously unscru-
pulous tactics in a small community, 
only to prevent us from doing our 
best efforts to serve our fellow citi-
zens?

Why the senseless and costly 
lawsuits that keep being thrown out 
by the judges? Why the falsehood 
and slander campaigns that lead 
only to so many of our finest volun-
teers quitting their unpaid service 
and keeping us from being able to 
recruit new volunteers?

Please vote No to all this sad 
nonsense on March 5.

Alder Lakish, 
Baca Fire and  Search 
& Rescue Volunteer #25

Letters
continued from page 3
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by Matie Belle Lakish
 Whether Saguache County 

Commissioner meetings should be 
recorded remains a controversial 
topic. With the election of a new 
board, Clerk Carla Gomez has 
brought the topic up for considera-
tion again. The previous board had 
opted to continue with the Action 
Minutes that are required by state 
law, and not to begin recording the 
commissioner meetings. According 
to a recent state law, if they begin 
to record the meetings, then they 
cannot stop recording them in the 
future. This has forced the com-
missioners to closely consider the 
issue before taking a step in that 
direction. 

 County Clerk Gomez said, “My 
concern is recording the meetings 
as clerk. In a lot of areas, recording 
electronically is good practice.” She 
said, “in this day and age taping, 
audio or video, is important.” It is 
the clerk’s job to keep the minutes 
of the commissioner meetings, and 
she feels recording the meetings 
would give her the chance to check 
and see what was said if the draft 
minutes are unclear.

 Commissioner Jason Ander-
son said that he realizes that acces-
sibility to the meeting is difficult 
for many citizens in such a large 
county. “If it’s hard for people to 
come, then let’s take the meeting to 
people’s homes.”

 Theresa Benz, reporter for the 
Center Post Dispatch, said, “People 
are irate. They say that the min-
utes don’t reflect their side (of an 
issue). When I report, I don’t have 
the other side.”

 According to County Attor-
ney Ben Gibbons, however, state 
law requires that Action Minutes 
that are written down will be the 
official minutes. Action Minutes 
reflect the decisions that are made. 
That means that someone would 
either have to take the minutes as 
is now done, or get the actions off 
the recording and transcribe them 
into written format. There are also 
logistical problems such as what 
type of recording device would be 
used, would it be audio or video, 
how would it be placed in the room. 
How would speakers be identified 
on the tapes, and how would the re-
cordings be stored and accessed by 
the public? The discussion is ongo-
ing.

 New commissioners Jason 
Anderson and Ken Anderson are 
“getting their feet wet” on the re-
gional and state levels. Ken An-
derson, who represents the west-
ern third of the county, is working 
more within the valley, especially 
at agricultural and water-related 
events and at the San Luis Valley 
Commissioners’ meeting, while 
Jason Anderson is the new rep-

resentative to the County Com-
missioners Inc. (CCI) which is a 
state-wide group for commission-
ers that make recommendations to 
the state legislature on bills that 
are before the Colorado House and 
Senate. Linda Joseph continues to 
represent the county in the fields of 
health and safety and emergency 
management, where she has been 
instrumental in getting funding 
and training for our emergency 
services, as well as working on 
economic development for the area 
and representing the county at the 
SLV Council of Governments.

 The new Board hopes to keep 
the citizenry better informed by 
periodic releases of information 
entitled “Eye on the County”. In 
the initial release, Joseph notes 
two significant grants that were 
recently awarded. “The SLV is 
one of 18 regional recipients from 
across the nation of a Robert Wood 
Johnson Foundation and Center 
for Sharing Public Health Services 
Grant of $125,000. This 2-year pro-
gram—the San Luis Valley Cross-
Jurisdictional Sharing Project, is 
to develop a model for leveraging 
resources, for essential services re-
gionally. National recipients meet 
their counterparts, and benefit 
from one another’s learning and ap-
proaches. Saguache County is the 
fiscal agent; Public Health Director 
Della Vieira is Project Lead; Com-
missioner Linda Joseph provides 
policy-maker representation and is 
liaison to the SLV Commissioners, 
and SLV Council of Governments 
for the project.”

 The second grant, from the 
State Internet Portal Authority 
(SIPA) micro-grant, supports de-
velopment of local government 
websites. In Saguache County, it 
is being used to develop a website 
for “site selectors”, who may be re-
searching locations and connecting 
them with businesses seeking plac-
es to locate. Saguache County is 
one of only two counties to receive 
the award. Mark Talbot, Crestone 
web designer and Julie Mack (Sc-
Seed) are working on the project 
(choose-saguache.com)

 Work on the reassessment for 
properties by the Saguache County 
Assessor’s office, under the direc-
tion of the Colorado State Board of 
Equalization, is moving forward. 
Many of the difficulties previ-
ously reported by Assessor Jackie 
Stephens are being reported by the 
state team, as well. The Pueblo 
computer system that they are re-
quired to work with is apparently 
still challenging, and the distances 
between properties and the diffi-
cult terrain are also being noted by 
state workers. In spite of setbacks, 
the work is moving forward, and 
a tentative completion date is the 

end of March.
 A big topic of discussion this 

month was Gunnison Sage Grouse. 
The elusive bird has been recom-
mended for listing as Threatened 
or Endangered by the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Although the 
current comment period closes on 
March 12, the Saguache County 
Commissioners will seek an ex-
tension. If granted, the extension 
should give more time for the pub-
lic to learn about this beautiful bird 
and comment on the listing. 

 Gunnison Sage Grouse actu-
ally eat the sage-brush, as well as 
insects and grasses. When they 
are raising broods they especially 
need the tender vegetation found 
in riparian zones and wet mead-
ows above 9000 feet. They don’t 
live in the treed areas, and need 
sage-brush for cover and food. 
Their habitat is, therefore, some-
what limited. In addition they are 
impacted by power lines, which of-
fer perches for larger hawks and 
eagles, which swoop in and prey 
on young. In the springtime, the 
males perform elaborate dances 
on special grounds called “leks”, to 
which they return year after year. 
Any disturbance at the lek areas 
can affect breeding, such as low 
altitude over-flights, off-road vehi-
cles, mountain bikers and hunters.

 Commissioners held a joint 
meeting with wildlife officials and 
concerned citizens, including some 
local ranchers from both Saguache 
and Gunnison Counties, to hear 
their views on the potential listing. 
In March, the commissioners will 
join their counterparts in Gunni-
son County to further discuss the 
listing. 

 Threatened or Endangered 
Species listing is always contro-
versial, because it means that 
FWS will be putting measures into 
place that may seriously impact 
how property owners can use their 
land. Ranchers present said that 
grazing is very compatible with the 
grouse, but they were worried that 
the Fish and Wildlife Service might 
not see it that way, and would put 
limits on the use of their lands that 
would cause their ranching opera-
tions to suffer. The BLM will also 
likely close some roads to protect 
potential habitat. The local areas 
affected include those sage-brush 
areas on both sides of Hwy. 285 
near Poncha Pass, as well as large 
areas in northern and western Sa-
guache County. 

The commissioners joined 
Saguache County Housing Direc-
tor Evan Samora for a tour of the 
county’s two housing projects in 
Saguache. Blue Waters has 12 
units in a duplex format, each with 
a small yard and a central shared 
courtyard. These units are availa-
ble for Section 8 subsidized individ-
uals and families, where the rent is 
based on 30% of the household’s 
income. These units are almost al-
ways full with a significant waiting 
list. Puerto del Norte apartment 
units, located on Hwy. 285, can also 
accommodate some families requir-
ing subsidies, but it is a different 
program known as “Home Rents”, 
a HUD program. The subsidies are 
not as significant, and not everyone 
in the units has subsidized rents. 
For these units, there is a shorter 
waiting list. Both housing complex-
es offer some help to families need-

ing assistance with rent. The units 
are clean and warm and conveni-
ently located to the park, library, 
and shopping in Saguache. 

 The Council of Governments 
(COG) in the SLV is a coalition 
of town and county government 
officials who, working together, 
can qualify for grants that would 
not otherwise be available to the 
towns individually. Kairina Dan-
forth, Town of Crestone Mayor, 
will represent the municipalities 
of the county to the COG for the 
next two years. Linda Joseph is 
the county’s representative. Sev-
eral grants have been submitted 
having to do with economic devel-
opment, energy assistance pro-
jects, trails, niche markets and 
workforce training. 

 The legalization of marijuana 
and industrial hemp in Colorado is 
causing a lot of discussion around 
the state. Jason Anderson reports 
that about 80% of towns and coun-
ties have opted out of permitting 
of marijuana sales. Jason notes, 
however, that there is a great deal 
of interest in trying to separate 
industrial hemp from recreational 
marijuana, as many farmers and 
manufacturers are interested in 
this versatile plant. The uses of 
hemp are legion, and an agricul-
tural county like Saguache may 
be a great place for new industries 
based on the products.  So far, Sa-
guache County Commissioners 
have not made a decision to opt out 
of retail sales, although Attorney 
Ben Gibbons says counties may 
pass ordinances to do so.

 Todd Stewart, of Solar Power 
Financial, gave the commissioners 
some details on the Solar Garden 
project proposed for the Baxter 
property near Saguache and asked 
them to approve the Conditional 
Use Permit needed before the pro-
ject can move forward. This is a PV 
project that is open to any Xcel sub-
scriber living in Saguache or sur-
rounding counties. Commissioners 
approved the permit, but asked 
Stewart to work hard to see that 
the jobs associated with construc-
tion and installation would be filled 
by county citizens. Stewart said 
that he is somewhat at the mercy 
of the financial backers, but that he 
would do what he could to keep jobs 
local. The project would be the first 
of its kind in the valley, although a 
similar project is expected in Cone-
jos County. 

 Another application approved 
is for a cell phone tower for Viaero 
Wireless on the hill to the east of 
Saguache. The 75 ft. tower will be 
much lower than the one in Moffat. 
It can accommodate two addition-
al carriers, including AT&T and 
emergency channels. It does not 
accommodate Verizon. The Viaero 
representative stated that they in-
tend to put up a number of other 
towers around the valley in the 
coming months.

 Daniel Johnson, who runs the 
FireWise program for homeown-
ers, had received a grant for the 
past three years to provide educa-
tion on preventing wildfire in the 
wildland-urban interface, of which 
the Crestone/Baca area is an exam-
ple. He has some funds still avail-
able for helping homeowners with 
mitigation and education. He can 
be reached at 719-480-9764.

Saguache 
   County 
      News
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by Earl W. Sutherland
The board of the Baca Grande 

Property Owners Association had 
two work sessions (2/7 and 2/14) fol-
lowing its regular monthly meeting 
on 1/24/13. The 2/7 meeting wel-
comed the first official appearance of 
our new manager, Lonnie Nichols.

Fire protection issues
Chief Ben Brack sought Board 

guidance to establish policies for 
fire protection for uncovered areas. 
These include the Colorado College 
facilities, the Desert Sage, Baca 
Townhouses, White Eagle Village 
and most of the spiritual centers,  
A need for emergency service, such 
as a fire, at these sites is currently 
met by our volunteers acting for the 
most part unofficially. These areas 
would be covered under the Cre-
stone Emergency Services District, 
for which they would be billed in a 
way similar to that of other recipi-
ents of the services, but they are not 
at present eligible. This is because 
the mill levy hasn’t passed and be-
cause some residents feel the fire 
equipment shouldn’t be used for 
non-POA purposes.

The Emergency Services Dis-
trict idea was recommended by the 
POA board following two outside 
professional studies. Such a dis-
trict is the norm for virtually every 
other property owners association 
in Colorado. A group in the POA 
wants to abolish the emergency 
services district, and an election 
to decide this fate is to be held on 
March 5. The board of directors of 
the POA is emailing members in-
formation on the process of voting 
and also furnishing links to more 
information previously published 
by the POA. Diane Dunlap, incor-
porator of BGCAN, strongly object-
ed to the informational mailing as 
not reflecting a concern of the POA; 
she, nevertheless, did provide a list 
of her arguments in favor of dis-
solving the district, at a point when 
it was thought the POA might 
include a list of pros and cons in 
the e-mail, an idea subsequently 
dropped.

Access to the Karma Theg-
sum Tashi Gomang Stupa

Owners of property at the 
end of Tranquil Way in Chalets II 
blocked off an informal road across 
their land late in 2012. During the 
summer this route was heavily 

used, perhaps 30 or more cars dai-
ly according to studies enacted by 
the US Forest Service. It was used 
chiefly by people going to the KTTG 
Stupa, but also by those intent on 
hiking up the Cottonwood Creek 
drainage. At present access to these 
points lies on the Mine Road (aka 
Dream Way) south of Shumei Inter-
national Institute, a road which is 
quite narrow in spots, poorly main-
tained, and apparently the respon-
sibility of the Manitou Foundation, 
which grants access to KTTG. A 
current proposal envisions purchase 
of lots in Chalets II and building a 
new road south of Shumei in the 
direction of the Cottonwood  Creek 
trailhead and the stupa.  Local resi-
dents have expressed disapproval of 
that plan. If the existing road could 
be improved, a less expensive and 
more satisfactory solution might be 
found.

Eric Karlstrom presented a 
case that the issue of the closure 
of the route above Tranquil Way 
should be a matter for POA involve-
ment.  The crucial point seems to be 
legal issues as to whether that route 
has become public property owing 
to long accustomed use. The board 
of directors expressed the view that 
this technical point is under the ju-
risdiction of the Board of Saguache 
County Commissioners and not, 
therefore, a POA-related matter. 
However, issues of fire safety and 
public access, as well as concerns 
for the privacy of the owners of the 
disputed route, do seem to be issues 
which should engage the POA.

Additional topics
Kyle Grote has proposed that 

he can generate some income for the 
POA if he leases the golf course. His 
application also includes renewal of 
his current lease on the Pro Shop 
(now the Yak-N-Cracker Restau-
rant) and the obtaining of a liquor 
license (beer and wine) which would 
also apply to the golf course. Hur-
dles of insurance and co-use with 
the Crestone Music Festival were 
surmounted and the deal seems 
tentatively closed as of 2/14.

Bids for insulating the POA 
maintenance shop were discussed as 
was an update of  the POA website.

With the closure of Curt 
Ward’s venerable store the commu-
nity has lost its only retailer of gaso-
line. The POA shops have reported 

a significant increase in requests 
for emergency gasoline. Manager 
Nichols has reviewed this matter 
with Hammersmith and our insurer 
and it appears that the practice of 
dispensing fuel at the shop is un-
tenable. This could be a tremendous 
problem for our isolated community.

Litigation committee
In an acrimonious Special Ses-

sion held just before the 2/14 Work 
Session the need for and composi-
tion of a “litigation committee” was 
argued. Diane Dunlap, and Bruce 
McDonald (officials in BGCAN), and 
Nigel Fuller and Janie Thomas, are 
suing Bill  Folk, Treat Suomi, and 
Russell Schreiber for failure to con-
duct the recent POA board elections 
as they thought they ought to have 
been. It is generally agreed that the 
form of the balloting needs to return 
to the historic form to avoid the mis-
understandings rampant in the last 
election.  Chairman Suomi stated 
that Directors Garnett and Moats 
were not included on the committee 
because of public statements each 
had made seeming to be in support 
of the lawsuit. Since the purpose of 
the litigation committee is to allow 
attorney-client communication in a 
confidential setting, the POA attor-
ney felt the presence of Moats and 
Garnett would be inappropriate. 
Director Garnett felt his exclusion 
was tantamount to being sued him-
self and demanded the POA provide 
him an attorney also. The lawsuit 
was reported to have already cost 
POA members at least $5000, the 
amount of our insurance deductible.

In a Special Session called 
by Directors Garnett and Moats, 
the board met on 2/21 for about 45 
minutes in executive session, after 
which an audience of about fifteen 
was invited into the meeting. There 
were offered immediately two reso-
lutions, which were passed. The 
first stated that the board would 
form a litigation committee, fol-
lowing the recommendation of the 
board’s attorney. Director Schreib-
er noted that Directors Garnett and 
Moats opposed the attorney’s legal 
advice. The second resolution pro-
posed to obtain independent legal 
opinion assuring compliance with 
CCIOA (“Kiowa”; Colorado Com-
mon Interest Ownership Act) and 
whether the board was proceeding 
properly according to Section 13 of 
the POA By-Laws. This resolution 
passed four votes to one, Direc-
tor Schreiber abstaining. Director 
Garnett then invoked Section 13 of 
the By-Laws as prohibiting indem-
nification of the defendants in this 
lawsuit. That would seem to be a 
matter for the above indicated ad-
ditional lawyer to study. Director 
Schreiber stated that Director Gar-
nett had approached the board’s 
insurer to request non-payment of 
the legal expenses. Garnett did not 
respond to this assertion.

Lawsuit cites 
POA board 
members over 
election

by Earl W. Sutherland
A complaint was filed in Sa-

guache District Court on 1/31/13 
naming William Folk, Russell 
Schreiber, and Treat Suomi for 
their actions in the November, 
2012, balloting for the directors 
of the Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association board. The 
plaintiffs are Diane Dunlap, Ni-
gel Fuller, Bruce McDonald, and 
Janie Thomas, the latter two 
having lost in the election they’re 
contesting. Many feel that the 
ballots used in the last election 
were at times confusing and that 
a return to the pre-2009 mailed 
ballot would be a better, albeit 
more expensive, method. Indeed, 
a task force has been raised to 
accomplish this, consisting (as of 
1/24/13) of Lisa Cyriacks, Wood-
dora Eisenhauer, Nigel Fuller, 
Diana Moats, Matie Belle Lakish, 
and Russell Schreiber.

The legal documents of the 
lawsuit are available on the BG-
CAN website. The chief complaint 
is that the ballots were not secret. 
While many  possibilities could 
be imagined as we each looked 
at the “proxy ballot”, in fact there 
were statements (Crestone Eagle, 
December, 2012) that the ballots 
were delivered as they came in 
directly to the election tellers for 
counting and that there was no 
compromise of privacy. 

Although the complaint 
seems to be aimed at the defend-
ants as individuals more than 
as representatives of the POA 
board, the insurer’s attorney has 
deemed that the insurance will 
apply to their defense. This case 
may have already cost POA mem-
bers $5000 . . . and counting. Not 
to mention the stress and seem-
ingly never-ending unpleasant-
ness generated by lawsuits.

POA board has busy schedule

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Specializing in: ®Toftness, Chiropractic, SOT, Cranial Manipulation,

Low Level Laser, Acupuncture, Five Element Acupuncture
Neuromuscular Therapy/Soft Tissue Manipulation, Extremity Adjusting, 
Nutrition, Applied Kineseology, Biotherapeutic Drainage, and Saliva Testing

Dr. Julie Addante is seeing patients on Tuesdays by appointment
Baca Grande Professional Building - 43 Camino Baca Grande

Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

Attend our meeting Tuesday, March 12th at 7pm, at the Topping house, 33 Sunset Overlook (first 
left past the Century 21 office).  Call Wayne at 256.4247 for directions/information.

Crestone End of Life Project
Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment
Call 588-7415 or 256-5324 for information/materials

 L i f e  i s  a  m y s te r y  t o  b e  l i v e d
N o t  a  p r o b l e m  to  b e  s o l v e d .

Visit us at: www.crestone-end-of-life.org  •  email: crestoneendoflifeproject@yahoo.com
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by Deputy Clerk
Leanna Bradbury
Shop local!
Local shopping for the last 

two or three years has been the 
best in several decades, providing 
many downtown jobs and enabling 
local businesses to do well in win-
ter months. The sales tax revenue 
generated has enabled the town 
to do a better job of maintaining 
roads and parks, administer the 
Youth Work Force, provide teen 
programs, and offer more services 
through a larger town hall. At the 
time this article was written, we 
had a local shopping challenge of 
the gas pumps closing. Hopefully 
this is a temporary situation, but 
any local loss of a service or type 
of goods can send people on a 100-
mile round-trip shopping spree 
without thinking about the local ef-
fects. Here are some ways you can 
support your local economy and cut 
down on the carbon footprint of city 
shopping trips.

Purchase everything you 
can locally before driving to a city. 
Quite a few items, particularly or-
ganic and conventional produce, 
are less expensive in Crestone. 

When city shopping, stock up 
on items you can only get there so 
you don’t have to travel again as 
soon.

 Ask local merchants about 
special orders, which might be 
available in small quantities and 
are often less expensive than city 
retail prices. They may choose to 
add those items to their regular 
stock.

When gas is not available or 
simply to reduce fossil fuel use, 
set up neighborhood car pools for 
downtown errands, particularly 
regular ones such as post office, 
grocery, and school trips.

Not recommended is stor-
age of excess gasoline. It’s quite 
dangerous, pollutes ground water 
if spilled, and our community is 
in a very flammable forest during 
a drought. Storage of over twenty 
gallons of gasoline or diesel fuel is 
illegal within the town limits.

Moratorium on recrea-
tional marijuana

Last month the town trustees 
adopted Ordinance 2013-001, a 

one-year moratorium on applica-
tions to license retail sales, produc-
tion, or processing of recreational 
marijuana. The reason was that 
state regulations and licensing pro-
cedures have not yet been set, and 
the trustees want to review them 
before making any decisions. After 
complete state information is avail-
able and the trustees have con-
sidered the consequences of their 
options, they will replace the mora-
torium with an ordinance enabling, 
limiting, or prohibiting licensed 
retail marijuana establishments. 
Medical marijuana regulations 
are unaffected. This moratorium 
also does not affect Amendment 64 
rights of individuals over 21 to pos-
sess up to one ounce of recreational 
marijuana or grow a few plants for 
personal use. As with alcohol, pub-
lic consumption of marijuana is il-
legal.

Changes to water system 
regulations

Ordinance 2013-004 has been 
adopted to define the municipal 
water service area as the bounda-
ries of the town. Water hookup is 
voluntary, but the Colorado Di-
vision of Water Resources is un-
likely to issue new well permits to 
properties near a municipal water 
main. A second amendment is that 
tap fees are no longer refundable.

Annual fire protection fees 
have been increased by Resolu-
tion 003-2013. Previous rates were 
providing a little over $8,000 to-
tal annual revenue to pay for and 
maintain the fire hydrants and 
extra-large water tank installed 
in 2009. However, annual main-
tenance of the fire protection part 
of the water system actually costs 
over $15,000, and the shortfall was 
being covered by tap fees paid by 
water customers. Town utilities 
have no supporting mill levy, with 
their revenue coming entirely from 
those who receive their services. 
The trustees agreed that the most 
equitable way to more adequately 
cover fire protection costs was to in-
crease fire protection fees by about 
35%. The mid-March annual bill-
ing will be $24 per 50’ commercial 
lot, $17 per 50’ residential lot, and 
$13.50 per rural residential acre in 
the 2005 and 2010 annexations.

The sandhill cranes have begun their spring migration back into the 
San Luis Valley. We cordially invited everyone to the 30th annual Monte 
Vista Crane Festival, March 8-10.

The 2013 Monte Vista Crane Festival will feature our traditional 
crane viewing tours (7am & 4pm Friday and Saturday, 8am Sunday); Fri-
day evening guest presentation: Ted Floyd - My Favorite Bird.  Craft & 
Exhibit Fair Friday l0am-4pm, Saturday 6am-4pm, Sunday 9am-2pm; Val-
ley Raptor Tours Saturday & Sunday l0am; Bare Naked Birding Tour Sat-
urday l0am; Saturday Evening Dinner 7pm, $20 (Seating limited to 100 
people).

Saturday educational workshops include Susan J. Tweit, Field Notes, 
Creative Writing at the Monte 
Vista Refuge; Kirk Navo, Bats of 
the San Luis Valley; Dale Stahl-
ecker, Life With Lefty; Evelyn 
Horn, Whooping Cranes

Viewing tours, birding tour, 
field note workshop and dinner 
reservations are recommended.  
Reservation and payments must 
be made by March 5.  For more 
information call 719-852-3552 or 
visit our website at www.cranef-
est.com.

Sandhill cranes in flight. Photo by Wendy 
Stattil and Bob Rozinski, authors of Valley of the 
Cranes, Exploring Colorado’s San Luis Valley.  
For more info visit www.dancingpelican.com. 

MountainSide Massage & Colonics

March is the LAST month for 
colonics until further notice! 
Book your appointment NOW  
for your spring cleanse!
(Body work and Chi Nei Tsang  
will continue as usual)

719 .256 .5324 •  970.290.7710
AnnaLouise55@gmail.com
secondbrainwisdom.blogspot.com

MountainSide Massage & Colonics
Anna Louise Stewart  •  CMT, CCT

The Bliss Café   
Pizzeria, Bistro & Gift Shop

Come in for a Brewski & a Blissky!!!
Happy Hour every day 4:30pm - 6:30pm

All draft beers $2.75; except PBR’s @ $1.75
Bottled beers $2.00 & $2.50

House wines and all other cocktails $1.00 off!
Try our new Scrumpets, Blissky’s and Baked Spaghetti

$4.95 - $7.95

Make dinner easy - Grab dinner or Pizza to Go!!
Open 7 days a week from 11am-10pm Serving food until 9:00  256-6400

As You Go About Your Day, Please Remember . . .

Support 

Crestone Youth Plaza

By Shopping At The

CYP THRIFT STORE
On the corner of Alder & Galena

(719) 256-5500

The Ripples You Create Today

 Bring About the Changes for Tomorrow

 Alycia Chambers CPM, RM
 Holistic Midwifery Care

 719-256-5572
 alycia1320@fairpoint.net

www.blessedbemidwifery.com

CRAIG ELECTRIC

P.O. BOX 1178
CRESTONE, CO 81131

STEVE DOSSENBACK
ME29753

Home    719-256-5951
Cell    719-588-9626

sdossenback@gmail.com

Monte Vista 
Crane Festival 
to happen 
March 8-10
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by Cindy Reinhardt 
for the BGWSD 
Board & Staff
The BGWSD Board of Direc-

tors took time at its annual plan-
ning retreat on February 15 to look 
back at the many accomplishments 
of 2012 and to engage in strategic 
planning for 2013 and beyond.

2012 accomplishments
The themes of 2012’s accom-

plishments were completion, re-
dundancy, and technology.  On the 
water side of district operations, 
construction was completed on the 
new Well 18 booster station and 
back-up Well 17 and well house. 
Redundant water transfer pumps 
are now operational at the Fallen 
Tree and Shumei transfer stations. 
Automation of the Moonlight and 
Ridge View Way transfer stations 
was completed. The district began 
using soda ash to meet corrosion 
control requirements mandated by 
the state and initiated a Corrosion 
Control Study to determine opti-
mum corrosion control treatment. 
Operations staff completed a four-
year fire hydrant maintenance pro-
ject for the entire fire hydrant in-
ventory.

Sanitary sewer system im-
provements over the last three 
years included completion of new 
lift stations at Wagon Wheel and 
Mobile Home Estates, new UV 
treatment for effluent wastewater, 
a new chemical dosing pump and 
new influent and effluent flow me-
ters at the Aspen wastewater treat-
ment facility.  A used Vactor truck 
was purchased for cleaning the 
sanitary sewer collection system, 
and operators completed cleaning 
60,000 linear feet, about 25% of the 
system. 

A new telemetry system is 

in place to support the automated 
monitoring of the status of the wa-
ter system (pumping, reservoir lev-
els, etc.) and the wastewater collec-
tion and treatment system. To the 
extent possible, district operations 
staff was used in the construction 
and implementation of these water 
and wastewater improvement pro-
jects, resulting in significant sav-
ings to the district.

2013 strategic goals
Looking to the remaining 

months of 2013 and beyond, the 
board set several key priorities: 
water conservation, water rights 
acquisition, preventive mainte-
nance, redundancy, green project 
completion, and operations and ad-
ministrative training.

One high priority is formulat-
ing a multi-year Water Conserva-
tion Plan, with initial planning and 
applying (and hopefully being ap-
proved) for grant funding to be ac-
complished in 2013.  Components of 
the plan include a hydraulic study, 
leak detection and mitigation, and 
metering.  Another priority is the 
completion of  “the green project”, 
a bio-solids reed bed at the Aspen 
WWTF. This project was negotiated 
by the district with the Colorado 
Department of Public Health and 
Environment in lieu of paying sig-
nificant fines for past wastewater 
treatment violations. 

Other projects and priori-
ties for this year include continu-
ing negotiations with US Fish and 
Wildlife for the purchase of water 
rights, completion of the corrosion 
control study, ongoing planning for 
redundant systems, completing the 
GIS mapping project, staff develop-
ment, and planning beyond 2013 
to establish long term capital im-
provement needs.

Looking back & looking ahead at 
Baca water & sanitation district

‘Mountain Money’ is 
being recalled;
redeem by March 31

Saguache County Sustainable 
Environment and Economic De-
velopment (ScSEED) is issuing a 
recall for all Mountain Money (Sa-
guache County’s local currency).  
As of April 1, 2013, the Mountain 
Money program will be discontin-
ued and currency will no longer be 
valid at local retailers.  To redeem 
cash for Mountain Money curren-
cy, please contact Julie Mach with 

ScSEED by March 31, 2013 at development@scseed.org or 719-966-7060.  
Currency will be liquidated and no refunds will be issued after March 31.

The Mountain Money (MoMo) program was initiated in 2011 to help 
stimulate the local economy and keep money circulating among local busi-
nesses and residents.  Saguache County residents and visitors could ob-
tain one MoMo for 95 cents at the local credit union and then utilize it to 
purchase one US dollar’s worth of goods or services at over 20 businesses 
in the county.  Some businesses allowed customers to pay for their entire 
purchase in Mountain Money, while others accepted 10% or $10 towards 
each purchase.  Mountain Money was used to purchase groceries, enjoy 
a meal out, stock up on spirits, buy clothes, have a driveway or business 
parking lot plowed, purchase books, art, gifts, receive body work and more.

Mountain Money was modeled after the BerkShares, a currency in 
the Berkshires of Massachusetts.  The BerkShares was started by the E.F. 
Schumacher Society in 2006.  Since then, over 2.4 million BerkShares have 
circulated throughout the region.  It is one of the most successful local cur-
rencies and has been replicated in many other communities, including the 
Plenty in North Carolina and Toronto Dollars in Toronto, Canada.

Unfortunately in Saguache 
County, very few residents and 
visitors joined the program and the 
currency did not circulate effective-
ly among local businesses.  Cur-
rently the structure of the program 
has not provided enough economic 
benefit to the county and it will be 
discontinued due to lack of enthusi-
asm at this time.

ScSEED would like to thank 
all of the participating businesses, 
residents and visitors who utilized 
Mountain Money as well as those 
who brought the idea to fruition in-
cluding: Jessie DuBoe, Kim Smoy-
er, the ScSEED Board of Directors, 
and the Saguache Credit Union.

For more information on Sc-
SEED’s current activities and 
programs visit: www.scseed.org or 
contact Julie Mach, ScSEED De-
velopment Coordinator, 719-996-
7060, Development@scseed.org.

One “MoMo”—a great idea for a local 
currency, but it never did catch on.  De-
signs were done by Janet Woodman and 
James Rodrick.

222 F Street, Salida CO  

719 539-4580

Open 7 days a week

Accepting consignments daily

Winter Hours: 
Mon-Sat  10am to 6pm

Sun 10am to 5pm 

womens & mens clothing 
• jewelry • art 

collectables • cds • movies 

Visit our second location!
312 E. Main, Buena Vista

San Luis Valley Residents:

SAVE
30%

*Offer Valid February 15, 2013 - March 16, 2013. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.  Offer not 
valid on special orders, package discounts, prior purchases. Offer not valid on skis, boots or bindings; 

electronics, software, bicycles, lift tickets, cargo boxes, Oakley sunglasses, Never Summer snowboards, used 
items. Offer limited to in-stock items. Offer may not be combined with any other discount or offer. Limit one 

coupon per customer. Discount applies to the highest full-price item at the time of purchase.

3223 Main St
West Hwy 160

Villa Mall
Alamosa, CO

(719)589-9759

Use this 
Coupon to

ON ONE FULL 
PRICE ITEM

(EXCLUSIONS 
APPLY)*

Crestone & Alamosa Offices
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by Patrick Moore
Renovations, new show, 

new art and little know facts 
about the gallery.

Renovations at the gallery
Something new is happen-

ing at the gallery! The gallery art-
ists began a renovation project on 

February 25 to freshen the gallery 
space. Walls will be patched, paint-
ed and moved, pedestals refur-
bished, display spaces reorganized 
and the floor refinished. New art 
is being brought in and creatively 
displayed. It’s not unusual for art-
ists to continually be working on 
new, inspired, innovative works of 
expression; they do that every mo-
ment of their lives. It’s much less 
common for them to get organized 
as a group, as any artist will ad-
mit, but organizing they are doing, 
with beauty of course. The renova-
tions will take time so the gallery 
will reopen on Wednesday, March 
6th, from noon to 4pm, Wednesday 
through Saturday.

New show
After the renovations are 

completed, the gallery will hosts 
its first new show of 2013 on Satur-
day, March 23 from 2 to 4pm.  The 
show will be a celebration of “Art-
ful New Beginnings” for the gallery, 
the artists and the community as a 

whole.  The artists will reveal the 
fresh new gallery space, their in-
spired new works of art and their 
renewed commitments to beauty 
and innovative expression for the 
community. It will be an event for 
the community to gather in sym-
bolic support of new, inspired be-
ginnings! Please come to see the 
new space, new works of art and to 
share in this symbol of renewal.  

Little known facts about 
the gallery

This is a cooperative gallery, so 
no one truly owns it.   It belongs to 
the entire community and its pres-
ence is sustained directly by each of 
the member artists and indirectly 
by the community’s support.  You 
may ask how can that be in our 
culture where everything is owned 

by someone? Its rent, upkeep and 
maintenance are paid for by the art-
ists, from commissions the gallery 
makes from the sale of the art and 
by the artists’ volunteered time.  All 
facets required to ensure its exist-
ence are provided free by our art-
ists, from bookkeeping to cleaning, 
advertising, staffing, paying rent 
and utilities, organizing special 
shows and events, decorating for 
holidays, renovating and grounds 
maintenance.  The gallery exists not 
just for the artists, it’s a community 
center of inspiration and creativity. 
Please join us on March 23 to renew 
and affirm these commitments to 
the community.

Art quote of the month: 
“Fortunately, art is a commu-

nity effort . . .”  —Allen Ginsberg
Crestone Artisans Gallery.       photo by Patrick Moore

 for  up-to-the-minute information,  v is i t :  
www.almaonl ine.org 

(719)  588-5224     

      

Chuck Pyle, Jenny Bird and Don Richmond 
songwriters in the round, in concert

To benefit the San Luis Valley Cancer Relief Fund
Thursday, March 7 - 7pm

Leon Memorial Hall, Adams State campus, Alamosa
$25 for adults, $15 for students

Advance tickets available:  All Good Things in Monte Vista, the Narrow Gauge Newsstand in 
Alamosa and the Green Spot in Alamosa.

HEARTSTRINGS AND HEIRLOOMS
A Fabric Shoppe and Much More

         616 Main Street, Alamosa  719.589.6982 
                info@hahllc2011.com  www.heartstringsandheirloomsllc.com

  • Over 2,500 Bolts of Fabric
  • Flannels • Reproductions • Wools • Batiks
  • Quilting Notions • Books/Patterns • Classes
  • Authorized BERNINA Dealer • Onsite Technician

Wed - Sat: 12 pm-4 pm

719.256.5280
Corner of CottonWood & Galena

doWntoWn CreStone

“ARTFUL NEW
BEGINNINGS” 

Reception
Sat., Mar 23rd, 2-4pm 

Artful new beginnings & other news 
from the Crestone Artisans Gallery Why to Vote NO on the 

Dissolution of the Crestone 
Emergency Services District on 

the March 5th Election
The Crestone Emergency Services District (CrESD) was legally formed and 

approved by voters in 2010 to improve public safety and emergency services in the 
Crestone-Baca area. On Tuesday March 5th there will be an election to determine if 
the voters want the new Crestone Emergency Service District (CrESD) to be dissolved.  
Please help defeat this measure by voting NO!

THIS ELECTION IS NOT ABOUT TAXES
How the district will be funded will be decided by the voters in a future election.
RELIABLE MUTUAL AID AGREEMENTS ARE NEEDED
Because CrESD is a governmental District, it can be a partner for the valley-wide 

inter-governmental aid agreements, which provide CrESD with crucial resources for larg-
er incidents. Unfortunately, in early 2012, the POA has lost its inter-governmental aid 
agreements with all other fire departments in the Valley except the Northern Saguache 
Fire District. Fire Chief Ben Brack has explained that lawyers have advised the other 
districts not to renew their agreements with the Baca Grande POA Fire Department 
because it is a private organization. Fire Chief Brack has been misquoted as saying: ‘that 
all Mutual Aid Agreements are functioning splendidly’, but this is simply not correct.

BOTH THE POA AND THE TOWN OF CRESTONE SUPPORT THE 
CrESD

In 2010, a POA feasibility study determined that it was in the best interest of 
their members to support the formation of an Emergency District. The POA Board 
of Directors has consistently indicated that there would be a dues reduction when the 
District is funded. In fact, the POA board approved two budgets for 2011. One budget 
included a $70 dues reduction if the emergency services operations were funded by the 
District and a second budget in case funding remained solely within the POA.  The 
Trustees of the Town of Crestone also support consolidating their emergency services 
into CrESD.

A UNIFIED FIRE AND EMERGENCY DISTRICT WAS INTENDED 
FROM THE VERY BEGINNING

When the Baca Grande Property Owners Association was formed in the 1970s, 
the Board stated that all purchased equipment and assets were intended for use by a fu-
ture Fire District, which would serve both Crestone and the Baca (BGPOA News Let-
ter, Fall 2011). In this light, the CrESD would use and maintain the same fire equip-
ment, which is currently used by the Baca Grande and Crestone Fire Departments.

THE LIABILITY ISSUES ARE REAL
CrESD is a governmental organization and there are established caps on insur-

ance awards. This is not the case for a private organization like the POA. If the POA 
was sued for any reason, every Baca Grande property owner could be held liable for 
sharing the cost of any court award exceeding POA insurance coverage. Attorney R. 
Lyons stated in the Crestone Eagle, August 2011: “The seriousness of the liability faced 
in the Baca is just now beginning to come to light.”

FASTER RESPONSE TIME
CrESD will resolve complicated dispatch procedures. Currently, the Crestone 

Fire Department is still dispatched from the Sheriff’s office. This sometimes causes dan-
gerous delays because 911 in Alamosa has to relay emergency information by telephone 
to the Sheriff’s Office, and then the Sheriff’s Office dispatches to our local emergency 
personnel.

WHO CAN VOTE?  HOW DO I VOTE?
Everyone living in the Crestone Baca CrESD Area can vote (even renters!). And 

every Colorado Voter listed as a property owner within the new district can vote in this 
election. Every Vote Counts!

Vote in person on Tuesday, March 5th from 7 AM to 7 PM in the Crestone 
Community Building (the Old School House).

Please vote NO on dissolution so the money and hard work to come this far 
have not been wasted. There is no taxation associated with a NO vote. It is a vote of 
confidence to allow CrESD to continue working for a brighter and more stable future 
for our emergency services.

      –Supporters of a Unified Emergency Services
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On Saturday, March 9 at 
6:30pm, Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors will present the March Mad-
ness Cabin Fever Talent Show at 
the Crestone Charter School.

In keeping with the tradi-
tion of lifting spirits during the 
long, cold winter, Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors presents local talent 

for an evening of fun, laughter and 
community spirit!

Your $10 donation to the 
funds of NHN goes toward helping 
Crestone/Moffat neighbors in cri-
sis.  All monies are returned in this 
way to the community.  So, please 
come on out for a great evening of 
entertainment!

Saguache County Health Fair 
April 5 in Center

The Annual Saguache County Health Fair will be held on Friday, 
April 5 at the Head Start Building at 301 East Third Street in Center, 
Colorado.  The Health Fair will be from 7 to 11am. 

There will be several screenings/displays provided free of charge, 
including hearing, vision, blood sugar testing and much more.

The following blood tests will be available at the Health Fair:
Blood Chemistry Profile - $30.00
Prostate Specific Antigen (PSA) - $25.00
Hemoglobin A1C - $25.00
Vitamin D Level - $40.00
Complete Blood Cell Count (CBC) - $15.00
For best results, please fast for 12 hours prior to the health fair. 

Please do not fast if you are a diabetic.
If you have any questions about the Health fair or would like to 

volunteer, please call 754-3191, 754-2773, or 655-2533.  

Neighbors Helping Neighbors presents 
March Madness Cabin Fever Talent Show

Saguache Democrats elect new leadership
Saguache County Democrats elected new party officers at their an-

nual reorganization meeting on Feb. 4 in Saguache. Lynne Thompson 
(Center) is the new chair of the county party. David Burrill (Crestone) is 
Vice Chair, Barbara Tidd (Moffat/Villa Grove) is Secretary and Judy Mar-
old (Saguache) is Treasurer. The County Central Committee is comprised 
of these officers as well as precinct committeepersons and elected officials 

from the party (currently the com-
missioners, sheriff, coroner, and as-
sessor). At this time in Saguache 
County, these same people serve as 
the Vacancy Committee to fill any 
of the positions on the County Cen-
tral Committee should it be neces-
sary. Randy Arredondo was elected 
Precinct 1 committee person re-
placing Judy Marrold, who did not 
wish to remain in the position.

We look forward to engag-
ing more of our community in the 
workings of our local Democratic 
Party, and we will do our best to 
keep you informed. We want to 
thank the party’s past leadership, 
Randy Arredondo, Pete Peterson, 
and Jackie Stephens, for their 
dedicated service to the party, and 
thank you to everyone who has 
served and continues to give their 
time to the party.

If you have questions or con-
cerns or want to be more involved 
with the party, please contact Lynne 
Thompson 719-754-9163,  sheebalt@
yahoo.com or Barbara Tidd, 719-256-
5436,  btidd19@fairpoint.net. We 
welcome your comments and sug-
gestions. We want to hear from you!

Carmin Teeple has sold books in 
Crestone for many years, first in her 
own thrift store (Ragpicker) and then 
as part of  the  CYP thrift store that 
she helped manage. Now after a two-
year break she has started her own 
store again, focusing mostly on used 
non-fiction books but also selling cds, 
cards and prints made with her own 
photography, and her jewelry made 
with armadillo shell and other natu-
ral materials.

“I really missed the contact I 
had with people while running a 
store” Carmin says.  She offers cash 

or credit for books people bring in, and gladly accepts donations.
Carmin’s tiny store is located in the Sangre de Cristo Inn on the cor-

ner of Alder and Galena, off the central hallway, next door to the pottery 
shop. Current hours are 11-3 Thursday, Friday and Saturday, and will be 
extended in coming months.

Spring Grant 
Cycle for Saguache 
County Tourism

Saguache County Tourism 
Council is accepting applications 
for tourism grants for the spring 
grant cycle. Tourism Council 
Grants help advertise events 
that draw tourists to Saguache 
County, and is funded by the Sa-
guache County Lodging Tax. Ap-
plications must follow the new 
format found on the Saguache 
County Tourism Website, www.
saguachetourism.com. The dead-
line for applications for summer 
and fall 2013 events is March 30. 
The summer cycle, with a dead-
line of July 27, will be for winter 
2013 and spring 2014 events. The 
application can be downloaded 
from the website and printed. 
Four hard copies must be mailed 
to Saguache County Tourism 
Council, P.O. Box 176, Saguache, 
CO 81149, and must received by 
3:00 pm on March 30. 

Mon. - Sat. 8 am - 7 pm  *  Sun. 8 am - 6 pm

Telephone:  719-655-2616

616 Gunnison St.,  Saguache, CO  81149

www.salidacutlery.com

Lucky You!
Buy a knife in March & receive a 

free lottery ticket too! 

Carmin re-opens shop in Crestone

Carmin Teeple

 Naturopathic & Iridology Consults

CranioSacral Therapy & Massage

Counseling, couples & individuals

  Mediation, NLP, Trauma, Grief

Cleanse,  Detox & Homeopathy

 Nutrition, Herbology & Biofeedback

Daniel Terres, N.D.

Vinette Terres

  719.256.4370       

www.creativehealthcenter.com  

CREATIVE HEALTH CENTER, LLC
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Cremation notification
To the community:  Please 

email me your email if you would 
like to be notified when someone 
has died and is going to be cre-
mated.  We will keep this list and 
notify you of the details when they 
are known.

Rainbow Adler, rainbow-
adler@gmail.com

HAPS

The Art of Sustainable  
Business Models

This is a free introduction to 
worker owner cooperatives offered 
by Carol Anne Robinson of Car-
olAnne Creations on Thursday, 
Mar. 21, 6:30-8:30pm at Elephant 
Cloud (Jillian’s) Studio.

Join us for a fun and informa-
tive evening as we dive more deep-
ly into the worker owner coopera-
tive business model and explore 
potential for W-O coops here in 
Crestone!

All-community Easter potluck & egg hunt
This year’s 15th annual potluck dinner around the campfire will take 

place at the Earth Knack School site/Blankenship residence on Easter 
Sunday, March 31, starting at 1pm.  Bring a potluck dish, beverage, warm 
clothes, musical instruments, and something to hide for the kids.  Every-
one is welcome.  For directions:  www.earthknack.com.

Tuesday is seniors appreci-
ation day at CYP Thrift Store

Tuesdays are special at the 
CYP Thrift Store because Tues-
days are senior (60+) appreciation 
day!  Seniors now receive 20% off 
their purchase every Tuesday! 

Shumei Free Movie Night
Shumei Free Movie Night 

hosts Our Daily Bread. Bypassing 
the human factor, Nikolaus Geyrh-
alter’s provocative documentary of-
fers an intensely clinical look at the 
machinery of industrial food pro-
duction. Geyrhalter focuses his lens 
on high-tech aspects of agriculture, 
using a rich mix of film techniques 
to capture machines in action. Hu-
mans, animals and crops appear 
incidentally, with droning conveyor 
belts, automated crop dusters and 
other machinery in starring roles. 
Refreshments provided. Friday, 
March 15, 7pm, 256-5284.

Willow Wisdom Workshop
Willow is one of the major 

plants—tree or shrub—found in 
riparian environments worldwide.  
It provides food for beavers in ad-
dition to providing materials for 
their dams and lodges.  Humans 
have copied beavers’ use of willow 
in making baskets, arbors, and 
homes, and even building sweat 
lodges for sacred purposes.  Wil-
low’s natural flexibility allows it to 
be used in so many different ways.  
That natural flexibility has a lot to 
teach us, and can even help us with 
emotional alignment.  Riparian 
Environment Series, Part 4 with 
Láné Saán Moonwalker.  

Sunday, March 17 from 9:30 to 
4:30.  $75.  At the Colorado College 
Conference Center.  To register call 
Dorje Root, 937-7786, dorjeroot@
yahoo.com, or Peter May at earth-
dance_pdm@yahoo.com, 256-4898. 

Working with the Mineral 
Kingdom from a  
Native perspective

Native American teacher and 
healer Láné Saán Moonwalker 
will conduct a workshop which is 
an introduction to working with 
minerals, such as rose quartz and 
amethyst, from a Native Ameri-
can perspective.  Minerals are 
one of the most important sacred 
tools used by indigenous groups 
worldwide.  People have gone to 
them for assistance and guidance 
on both the practical and spiritual 
levels for millennia.  No matter 
what one’s background is in work-
ing with minerals, this workshop 
will provide a unique perspective, 
based on mutual respect and hon-
oring.

Saturday, March 16 from 9:30 
to 4:30.  $75. To register, and for 
location, call Dorje Root, 937-7786, 
or dorjeroot@yahoo.com.Easy & fun fermented 

beverages: 
Kefirs and kombucha

Want a happy belly?  Good di-
gestion?  And an alternative to so-
das and sugary drinks?

There will be a workshop at 
the Monte Vista  Chamber of Com-
merce on Sunday, March 3, from 2 
to 4pm.  Taste and learn to make 
fermented beverages and find out 
why we are so excited about them.  
We will be demonstrating and 
teaching about water kefir, dairy 
kefir, and kombucha. 

Learn from bacteria-lovin’ 
babes! Members of the SLV Local 
Foods Coalition will demonstrate 
their specialty.  Donation of $5-$15, 
sliding scale, no one turned away 
for lack of funds.

Please RSVP to the SLV Local 
Foods Coalition (Julie or Elaine) at 
719-937-2319 or email us at SLV-
LocalFoods@gmail.com—so that 
we may provide you with ready-to-
use water kefir grains and/or kom-
bucha “mothers” to take home and 
get started fermenting!  We have a 
very limited supply of take home 
samples, so be sure to RSVP to be 
first on the list.

NHN phone book change
Dossenback Steve & Jill: 
256-5951

Photography workshops
Bill Ellzey has two photog-

raphy workshops coming in April.  
Both are a go and there are a few 
spaces left:

April 3-6, Santa Fe photo-
graphic workshops, “Composition 
and Light in Outdoor Photogra-
phy—Desert Environment”.  Visit 
santafeworkshops.com/photogra-
phy-workshops/workshop/1035

April 15-30, a two part photo 
workshop-safari in Chile, “Unknown 
Patagonia and the Torres del Paine”.  
There’s more info at billellzey.com/
workshops/patagonia-autumn.

You can contact Bill at 719-
937-7787 or bill@billellzey.com or 
www.billellzey.com.

Crestone/Baca Watershed 
Council meeting March 19

On Tuesday, March 19, the 
Crestone/Baca Watershed Coun-
cil will meet to discuss conditions 
in local streams and wetlands 
and to make plans for the May 
Waterfest. This will take place 
at the Elephant Cloud Studio at 
6:30pm. Future meetings:  April 
16 focuses on education and field 
days‚ and the Community Water-
fest celebration is on Saturday 
May 4. Everyone is encouraged 
to attend: become a part of local 
conservation and celebration.

Three little Easter egg hunters display their bounty in a previous year.






























Women at Work
Caterer Extraordinaire

   Bon Dellegar
   Owner Chef

   719.256.5654
crestbon@yahoo.com

•

GREAT COFFEE
LOCAL ART

Open Every Day 8am to 4pm.

The besT coffee in The Valley - 
just got better!

always fresh, always local!

www.mirageTradingco.com

IN  MOFFAT NEXT TO THE POST OFFICE

719-256-4357

Call Anna Louise Stewart

7 1 9 . 2 5 6 . 5 3 2 4
annalouise55@gmail.com

• Ionized  • Energized
• Oxygenated • PH balanced

Your body deserves it!

only
$199.00

(+tax)

Water from the 
Heart of Nature
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Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
7-8am, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.
babajiashram.org
• Sampai & Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be 
seated by 7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5284
• Tours, gallery and Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 
256-5284
• Evening Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
6pm, 256-4108, info@babajiashram.org, www.
babajiashram.org
Sunday
• Mass at Nada Carmelite Hermitage 9:00 am 
719-256-4778
• Dorje Trolo Practice White Jewel Mountain 10am-
noon free www.whitejewelmountain.org 256-5773
• Alcoholics Anonymous open meeting Crestone 
Town Hall 7:00 pm-8:00 pm 719-937-7769

Monday
• Zumba Toning Birch St. Studio 9:15-10:15am 
www.angela108.zumba.com 719-256-4040
• Knitting/crocheting class Bliss free 4-5pm
• Hatha Yoga Classes Elephant Cloud (Jillian’s) 
Studio 5:00 pm-6:30 pm $10.00 719-256-5129
Tuesday
• Gentle Yoga class with Joann Connington Birch 
St. Studio 10:30 am-12:00 pm 719-256-5129
• Savitri Reading Circle - Potluck, reading & med-
itation Savatri House 6pm 937-7687 or 256-6010
• Narcotics Anonymous open meeting, marijuana 
users welcome Baca library back door 7:30-
8:30pm crestonena@gmail.com 970-309-0710
Wednesday
• Zumba Fitness Birch street studio 9:15-10:15am 
www.angela108.zumba.com 719-256-4040
• CoDependents Anonymous Meeting – Crestone 
Town Hall 7-8pm www.coda.org 720-352-2078

• Kundalini Yoga The Secret Garden 4:30 
pm-6:00 pm $10 949-355-6236
• Feldenkrais ATM lessons (from prerecorded les-
sons) 5:30-6:30pm 256-4480
• Community Spiritual Practice at Dharma Ocean 
6-7:30pm free kathyg@dharmaocean.org 719-588-3210
Thursday
• Gentle Yoga class with Joann Connington Ele-
phant Cloud (Jillian’s) Studio 10:30 am-12:00 pm 
719-256-5129
• Welcome to Medicare! South Central Colorado 
Seniors All Day Free 719-589-4511
• Rumi Study Circle March 7 & 21 all welcome Tower 
Tekke 1-3pm free or by donation nurashkijerrahi.
org 256-4290
Friday
• Zumba Sentao Birch street studio 9:15-10:15am 
www.angela108.zumba.com 719-256-4040

Community Calendar—March 2013 
visit us online at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

There is a $5 charge per calendar listing for for-profit classes/events, with a dis-
count for display advertisers. For more information contact us at 719-256-4956. 
To list your event, (print or online) please submit via our website:  
http://crestoneeagle.com/calendar (preferred) 

~or~ e-mail to: calendar@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO 
Box 101, Crestone CO 81131 by the 22nd of the month.  To list calendar items 
online (between print issues), please fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/
calendar.

Monthly Events

Friday, March 1
• Welcome to Medicare! – South Central Colo-
rado Seniors All Day Free 719-589-4511
• Teddy and the Tarantulas at the Secret Garden 
7:30 pm donation at the door 937-3032
Saturday, March 2
• Alycia & Nick Chambers CD Release Party @ Yak N 
Cracker  6pm free www.chokureiranch.com 256-4700
Monday, March 4
• Town of Crestone Planning Commission Meeting 
Crestone Town Hall 7-9pm townofcrestone.org 256-4313
Tuesday, March 5
• Vote on Petition to Dissolve Crestone Fire Protec-
tion District – Old Crestone Schoolhouse 7am-7pm
• Senior (over age 60) Bus Service to Salida – 
Kiosk 9:00 am $10 256-5084
Wednesday, March 6
• CoDependents Anonymous Meeting Crestone 
Town Hall 7-8pm www.coda.org 720-352-2078
Thursday, March 7
• 64th SLV Regional Science Fair – Plachy Hall, 
Adams State U All Day 719-587-5412
• Chimney Choir/Laura Goldhamer/Plan Be @Ele-
phant Cloud 7:30-11pm $10 Suggested Donation 
www.chimneychoir.com 256-5544
Friday-Sunday, March 8-10
• Monte Vista Crane Festival www.cranefest.com
Saturday, March 9
• Yoga Day at Joyful Journey Hot Springs 10am-
4pm $85.00 719-256-5129
• Arlene Shovald book signing – Saguache Wel-
come Center 1:00 pm-3:00 pm free 655-2235
• Cabin Fever Talent Show – Crestone Charter 
School 6:30 pm
Sunday, March 10
• Daylight savings begins (spring forward) 2am
• Shumei’s monthly Sampai 10:30 am-12:00 pm 
Free shumeicrestone.org 256-5284

• Shivaratri all-night Chanting – Haidakhandi Uni-
versal Ashram 10:00 pm-4:00 am 719-256-4108
Monday, March 11
• New-moon Fire Ceremony followed by a meal  
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10-11am 256-4108
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Meeting 
Town Hall 1:30-5pm townofcrestone.org 256-4313
Tuesday, March 12
• Crestone End of Life Project monthly open 
meeting – Topping House 7-9pm free 
crestoneendoflifeproject.org 256-4247/588-7415
Tuesday-Wednesday, March 12-13
• Suicide Intervention Workshop, 8:30am-4:30pm 
POA Hall $35 719-587-7746
Wednesday, March 13
• CoDependents Anonymous Meeting – Crestone 
Town Hall 7-8pm www.coda.org 720-352-2078
Thursday, March 14
• Baca Grande Board of Directors’ Work Session  
POA meeting room 5:00 pm-7:00 pm
Friday, March 15
• Shumei’s Free Movie Night Our Daily Bread 
7-9pm shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284
Saturday, March 16
• The Sanctuary of Sound & Silence Birch St. Studio 
4:30pm donations graciously accepted 256-4211
• CB Jazz Irish @ Yak N Cracker  6-9pm free 
www.chokureiranch.com 719-256-4700
Sunday, March 17
• Happy St. Patty’s Singalong w/Eric Karlstrom 
@ Yak N Cracker 8am-9pm free www.choku-
reiranch.com 256-4700
• Shumei’s Art Symposium 3:00 pm-5:00 pm free 
shumeicrestone.org 719-256-5284
Monday-Friday, March 18-22
• Free course on SLV water – Office of the SLV 
Water Conservancy District 6-9pm free rgwcd.org

Tuesday, March 19
• Crestone/Baca Watershed Council meeting 
Birch St. Studio 6:30pm
Wednesday, March 20
• Vernal Equinox 5:02am
• CoDependents Anonymous Meeting – Crestone 
Town Hall 7-8pm www.coda.org 720-352-2078
Thursday, March 21
• Intro to worker/owner cooperatives free 6:30-
8:30pm Birch St. Studio
Friday, March 22
• Concert at Shumei Indian Classical music 
7-9pm $12 suggested donation www.shumeicre-
stone.org 719-256-5284
Saturday, March 23
• “Artful New Beginnings” – Crestone Artisans 
Gallery 2:00 pm-4:00 pm
• Eric Karlstrom Banjo/Guitar at Yak N Cracker 
6-9pm free www.chokureiranch.com 256-4700
Wednesday, March 27
• Full-moon Fire Ceremony followed by a Meal 
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10-11am 256-4108
• CoDependents Anonymous Meeting – Crestone 
Town Hall 7-8pm www.coda.org 720-352-2078
Thursday, March 28
• Baca Grande Board of Directors’ Meeting – 
POA meeting room 6-8pm
Friday, March 29
• Eric Karlstrom Banjo/Guitar at Yak N Cracker 
6-8:30pm free www.chokureiranch.com 256-4700
Saturday, March 30
• Elisha McArthur Fiddler & Vocal at Yak N Crack-
er 6-9pm free www.chokureiranch.com 256-4700
Sunday, March 31
• All Community Easter Potluck Dinner Earth Knack 
School Site/Blankenship Residence 1pm 256-4909

Now carrying fudge and nostalgic candy!

in historic downtown Salida              135 F Street

a place to gather, to browse, to explore, 

to reach out, to find great literature and good reads

Benediction
Book discussion with 

Kent Haruf
Sunday, March 17th

5:00 - 7:00
RSVP Required

539-9629



The Crestone Eagle • March, 2013 • Page 13 

Join us for a night of Indian 
classical music Friday March 22, 
7pm at Shumei International In-
stitute. Roshan Bhartiya and Andy 
Skellenger share the stage again 
for a night of Indian music known 
as Raga Sangeet. Raga Sangeet 
can be traced back nearly two thou-
sand years to its origin in the Vedic 
hymns of the Hindu temples, the 
fundamental source of all Indian 
music. 

Ustad Roshan Jamal Bhartiya 
carries the legacy of a family with 
an ancient musical history trac-

ing back to the Moghul periods. A 
student of the iconic Ravi Shankar, 
Roshan is one of India’s premier 
sitarists. Known for his playful-
ness of spirit, joy of expression, and 
virtuosity, Roshan has established 
himself as one of the most accom-
plished Indian classical musicians 
of his generation. He currently re-
sides in Denver.

Salida-based Andy Skellenger 
has forged a path toward becoming 
one of the notable young tabla play-
ers in the world today. A student of 
world-renowned tabla masters Za-

kir Hussain, Samir 
Chatterjee, and Aloke 
Dutta, Andy has be-
come well versed 
in the traditions of 
many of India’s tabla 
lineages. 12 years of 
devoted study and 
practice have pro-
duced an exciting up-
and-coming artist.

Tickets are a $12 
suggested donation 
at the door. Please 
call Shumei at 719-
256-5284 for more 
information or visit  
shumeicrestone.org.

A night of Indian classical music at 
Shumei, March 22

Creekside Kitchen 
Bob’s Baked Cabbage

by Daleth McCoy
Cabbage seems to be anoth-

er one of those “Love/Hate” foods 
that rarely inspire ambivalence. 
However, this recipe is so deli-
cious I find myself writing it out 
for friends that say they usually 
don’t care for cabbage at all. It’s 
turned into one of my family’s fa-
vorite comfort-foods in side-dish 
form, and it’s also easy and inex-
pensive.

Bob’s Baked Cabbage
1 medium head of cabbage, 

diced into 1” pieces
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 - 1 teaspoon pepper (de-

pending on preference)
1 tablespoon sugar
2 tablespoons flour
1 cup heavy cream
4-5 slices bacon (or a few 

more if preferred)
Preheat oven to 350°. Mix 

all ingredients except bacon and 
place in a buttered 9”x13” cas-
serole dish. Lay bacon on top. 
Cover with foil and bake for 45 
minutes. Remove foil and bake 
15 minutes longer.

Local potter 
Tyler Brandon to 
be featured artist 
at Shumei 
International; 
Symposium Mar. 17

Roshan and Andy return to Shumei on March 22.

Tyler Brandon is Shumei’s featured artist 
for March.

The Unique Connection
Spiritual Healing & Counseling, Philippine Psychic

Surgery, Alchemical Hypnotherapy, Polarity Therapy
Rev. Sophia Tiers, B.A.; C.H.T.

Meditations ~ Root Link Journey
719.256.5825  

sophia.tiers@gmail.com

• Energy Healing • The Journey® 
• Herbal Medicine • Classes & Herb Walks 

• House Clearings

www.rootsofhealing.com

 Working with the Mineral 
Kingdom from a Native Perspective 

March 16
and

Willow Wisdom Workshop - March 17
Dorje Root, 
RH (AHG) 
Herbalist / 
Intuitive Healer
719-937-7786  
dorjeroot@yahoo.com

Local potter Tyler Brandon’s 
clay works will be on display at 
the Shumei Gallery in Crestone for 
the month of March. A symposium 
with Tyler will be held on Sunday 
March 17 starting at 3pm. A recep-
tion will follow.

Tyler Brandon creates decora-
tive and functional wheel-thrown 
ceramic work.  His one-of-a-kind 
pieces are fired in a variety of at-
mospheres including salt, soda 
and reduction.  Often, pieces are 

fired multiple times, resulting in a 
unique and durable surface.  

Brandon holds a BFA from 
Bradley University with a concen-
tration in ceramics and art history.

He states, “A compulsion to 
create constantly hovers in my 
mind, finding such simple pleasure 
in creating something so perfect 
from nothing more then dust . . .  
Throwing, each piece becomes a 
meditation.  Alone, I catch myself 
so deep in concentration; my spin-
ning wheel becomes the only thing 
in my existence.”

Come meet Tyler and learn 
more about his work on Sunday 
March 17, 3pm to 5pm. This event 
is free to the public.  Please visit 
www.shumeicrestone.org or call 
256-5284 for more information. 

The Shumei gallery is open 
every day 9 to 5pm.
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by M. Diane Bairstow
Is your mouth watering al-

ready? If not, you are one of the 
few in town who haven’t sampled 
Jim Hill’s cooking. He and part-
ner Michelle Kopasz took over 
the Shambala in March 2012 and 
made it an instant success. They 
then opened Jim and Michelle’s 
Farm Table last November, and ac-
cording to Jim, they’ve “been doing 
summer business all winter.”

If you haven’t been to the Farm 
Table yet, they’re open for break-

fast, lunch and dinner, and the food 
is to live for. Between 4 and 6 pm, 
they have a great seniors’ special 
with a choice of three entrees and 
desert for $7.99, and the portions 
are only slightly smaller than Jim’s 
trademark monster portions. “It’s 
how he shows love.” Michelle told 
me, and I thought, well, he must 
really love us!

Now that they’ve established 
the Farm Table, they’re rethinking 
the Shambala. They closed Febru-
ary first to refurbish and reinvent 

it. “He’s always got the wheels 
turning,” Michelle said flashing her 
bright, contagious smile.

“I’m bringing in a huge coffee 
roaster from Italy, and I’m looking 
for a machine to crack the beans so 
I can serve absolutely fresh, organ-
ic coffee.” Jim explained, then con-
tinued, “We’re going to offer it in 
a French Press so that people can 
brew it to taste: strong, weak or 
medium, and if they order a French 
Press, they get 2 and ½ cups for the 
price of one, so that’s a great deal 
for coffee drinkers.”

They’ll be open from 7 to 5 and 
serve breakfast (all day) and lunch. 
The menu isn’t totally set yet, but 
Jim’s planning on serving gourmet 
pizzas, panini grills and monster 
burritos with a choice of basmati 
rice, beans, pork, chicken, tofu and 
veggies—something for everyone’s 
diet. “The most beautiful burrito 
you’ve ever seen.” Jim described it, 
and my mouth began to water.  

“We’re also going to have 
‘grab and goes,’” Michelle added, 
“fresh fruit, noodle bowls, granola 
parfaits, that sort of thing.” “We’ll 
be bringing back the Monster cook-
ies,” Jim chimed in, “and we’ll have 

fresh baked pies, pastries . . . any-
thing you’re in the mood for—you 
can get it.” 

Jim, who’s been cooking since 
he was fourteen, is passionate 
about creating restaurants with 
great food and wonderful ambi-
ance. They’re going to repaint the 
Shambala inside and out, redo the 
floor and landscape it. Inside there 
will be all new furniture with love 
seats, couches, padded chairs and 
end tables. Jim described the at-
mosphere as a “top ten coffee shop.”

They’re going to have a well-
trained staff at both places, and 
Jim and Michelle will be going back 
and forth between them to oversee 
the operations and ensure quality 
in both food and service. 

In both places they will have 
as much fresh, local food as pos-
sible. All their eggs are local from 
Woodrow Barnes in Saguache. Syn-
ergistically, their kitchen scraps 
go back with Woodrow to feed the 
chickens. You can also buy fresh 
eggs at both restaurants. 

When you drive into town and 
smell the coffee, follow your nose to 
the new and improved Shambala.  
You’ll be glad you did. 

A refurbished Shambala reopens March 15; 
Fresh roasted coffee and food to live for

JIM & MICHELLE’S 

SHAMBHALA CAFE
Announces the Opening Reception of

The Shambhala Gallery
Monthly Shows of  Local Artists

Monday March 15th / 5-7 PM

SPLASHES &
BRUSHSTROKES

the elegant art of

HARRIET CAMPBELL & ISH FUTRAL
Savory Hors D’ouevres Served

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNERCASUAL DINING •

NOW OPEN!

8am TO 8pm wednesday-saturday
8am TO 2pm sunday

closed monday & tuesday 

for reserved private parties

4-6 PM NIGHTLY
SENIOR SPECIALS

$7.99 INCLUDING DESSERT

On The Corner Of Galena & Alder
719.937.7800

Friday Nights:
all you can eat fish & chips & clam chowder

Saturday Nights:
garlic-roasted prime rib

 

Call Michelle For Catering Packages And Rates.

ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101
ponchalumber.com

10021 West Highway 50 • Poncha Springs, CO 81242

www.hunterdouglas.com

Dr. Reginald A. Ray brings us four decades of study and intensive meditation practice 
within the Tibetan Buddhist tradition.  He currently resides in Crestone and Boulder, 
Colorado where he is the Spiritual Director of the Dharma Ocean Foundation, a non-
profit educational organization dedicated to the study, practice, and preservation of the 
teachings of Chögyam Trungpa Rinpoche and the practice lineage he embodied.

The Beautiful Silence of a Still Mind:
An Open Invitation

Blazing Mountain Retreat Center
2541Carefree Way, Crestone, Colorado
Wednesday evenings at 6:00 p.m.
(719) 588-3210 
or kathyg@dharmaocean.org for more information

Dharma Ocean warmly welcomes the Crestone community to 
join us every Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. for an ongoing sitting 
group, featuring meditation, discussion, and teaching with 
Dr. Reginald A. Ray and other Dharma Ocean teachers.

Members of all spiritual traditions are welcome.

No previous meditation experience is required.

photo by Am
y Stahl
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
Early on summer mornings in 

1958, just as construction crews were 
starting work in a rural, wooded, 
soon-to-be-suburban area of Long 
Island, New York, 12-year-old Mi-
chael Bertin could sometimes hear 
the earsplitting screech of a bulldozer 
engine whose gas tank had received 
the extra ingredient of sand. He se-
cretly smiled. At the dinner table, his 
parents talked of a wave of vandal-
ism sweeping through the blocks of 

look-alike houses rising from what 
had been marshland and woods. Mi-
chael quietly listened and feigned 
shock. Then he went to his room and 
planned his next move. 

“I became, in my own mind any-
way, an infamous saboteur,” he says, 
smiling at the memory. “I put my 
creative genius to rather destructive 
ends. I was singlehandedly trying fu-
tilely to stop the development.”

Of course it didn’t stop. And 
Michael didn’t get caught. But the 
seemingly sudden and senseless 
destruction of forests and tidal 
marshland where he’d virtually 
lived outdoors throughout his boy-
hood made a profound impact on 
his sense of right and wrong in the 
world. It also pointed him in the di-
rection of his future career—as an 
architect dedicated to building in 
harmony with, rather than displac-
ing, the natural world.

This deeply felt, ahead-of-its-
time notion gradually developed into 
what Michael now calls biome design. 
Based on the example of complex, 
delicately balanced and self-sustain-
ing pristine ecosystems and the living 
earth itself, the biome model envisions 
the built environment as a highly in-
tentional melding of the sacred and 
sustainable. A biome-designed struc-
ture or community functions as an 
integral part of its local ecology, Mi-

chael explains. It takes into account 
and makes use of all the natural 
forces acting on the site, including 
sun, water, air patterns, landforms 
and subtle energies. Incorporating 
the use of low-impact, regionally 
available resources, the biome ap-
proach sees the built environment 
as a living entity whose needs—and 
those of its inhabitants—for energy, 
nourishment, waste processing and 
the spiritual qualities of beauty and 
comfort are all encompassed within 

its harmonious 
design.

Out of 
the marshes, 
into the gold-
en mean

All of this 
came later, of 
course. Back 
on Long Island, 
square houses 
went up. Mi-
chael was sur-
rounded, for 
the first time, 

by neighborhoods filled with kids his 
age. “All of a sudden I had a social 
life,” he grins. “I dragged myself out 
of the swamps, got a transistor radio 
and had lots of friends.” He also be-
came fascinated by drawing houses, 
discovering that along with musi-
cal facility, his artistically talented 

grandfather had passed on a natural 
ability to incorporate perspective in 
drawing. At a career night event dur-

ing high school, Michael found him-
self drawn to a display touting the ar-
chitectural field. He went on to earn 
an architecture degree from the New 
York Institute of Technol-
ogy, where a visionary 
professor introduced him 
to the use of sacred geom-
etry and the golden mean.

Manifesting mag-
ic

Architecture took a 
backseat in Michael’s life 
during the 1970s. Liv-
ing in Maine and help-
ing his brother develop a 
business, he lived with a 
group of friends exploring 
metaphysics, the occult 
and what they called “op-
erative magic.” The leader 
challenged them by de-
claring: “The nature of reality is not 
what you think it is. It’s Silly Putty; 
what are you going to do with it?” 
The group’s response was an intense, 

esoteric blend of ancient rituals and 
Eastern spiritual practices that led 
to “amazing experiences,” Michael 
relates. Among them, manifesting a 
mansion on the Maine coast where 
the 16 friends lived for six months 
virtually for free. Synchronicity con-
tinued to operate in his life after he 
left the group. He lived in another 
Maine coast mansion, used the tide 
to generate electricity, pursued a pas-
sion for gardening and met his future 
(now ex-) wife Pamela, who like him 
had long, flaming red hair. In 1980 
they and two other couples and kids 
moved to Boulder after being invited 
to help start an intentional commu-
nity there. 

Harmonic design
The community didn’t mate-

rialize, and Michael joined a small 
architectural firm. Through connec-

tions in Boulder he was introduced 
to Hanne Strong and began visiting 
Crestone. “Hanne was the first per-
son who connected some dots for me 
to realize that a sustainable future 
can only happen in respect of the 
sanctity of nature,” he says. “That 
was very influential for me—the fu-
sion of sustainable and sacred.” Af-
ter moving to Crestone in 1982, he 
did design work for the Carmelite’s 
Nada Hermitage, including a couple 
of its first retreat houses. Over the 
years his firm, Architectural Har-
monics, designed retreat centers for 
Vajra Vidya and Dharma Ocean, La 
Capilla de Todos Santos (Chapel of 
All Saints) in San Luis, and com-
mercial and residential projects in 

Crestone and the Boulder area.
In 1992 the Manitou Founda-

tion commissioned Michael to design 
a self-sufficient affordable housing 
community and educational center 

on land in the Grants, to be known 
as High Altitude Solar Adobe Vil-
lage. The design included innovative 
plans for producing all its own energy, 
growing its own food, processing its 
own waste and providing an econom-
ic base for its residents. (See archi-
tecturalharmonics.com for details on 
this project and biome design.) 

Toward self-reliance
While a lack of funding has 

thus far prevented the project’s re-
alization and its original site was 
granted to other groups, Michael con-
tinues to passionately believe in the 
concept and would love to see it be-
come reality. Meanwhile he envisions 
ever-increasing self-reliance for the 
greater Crestone/Baca community, 
especially through local production 
of energy and food. He believes that 
with cooperation, support and shared 
resources, the abundance of quietly 
brilliant innovators and inventors 
here could spur development of such 
advances as point-of-use power gen-
eration. Based on the ideas of Nikola 
Tesla and others, these could involve 
harnessing free energy from sources 
including the earth’s magnetic field.

Michael also wants to reach 
back to the proven, ancient technol-
ogy of the water wheel for local power 
generation at sites such as Cotton-
wood Creek. In 2012 he presented 
such a plan to the Baca Grande Water 
and Sanitation District. It was enthu-
siastically received but then was side-
lined during the controversy over ad-
ditives in the district’s water system. 
He hopes to reopen the discussion 
when funding from a future grant cy-
cle might allow it to move forward. “I 
do see our potential here as a 100% 
self-sustaining community with a 
negative carbon footprint,” Michael 
reflects. “None of this is new. It’s just 
a compilation of ideas already there.”

Michael can be reached at 719-
256-4854 or architecturalharmonics.
com.

Who We Are
Michael Bertin;
from monkeywrench to master architect

Michael Bertin (pronounced Bertine). 

Vajra Vidya Retreat Center. Michael blends elements of 
sustainability and the sacred in his design of residential, 
commercial or sacred spaces.  photo by Lori Nagel

Michael is passionate about a project that hasn’t happened yet, but he hopes it will. The 
High Altitude Solar Adobe Village (or Solar Village) would combine affordable housing 
with state-of-the-art biome design elements to provide its own power, water, waste 
processing, food growing and economic opportunities in a sustainable, site-specific 
community on Crestone-area land.  photo and drawing by Michael Bertin

Dharma Ocean House, which inspired spiritual teacher Reggie Ray 
to ask Michael to design the Dharma Ocean Retreat Center. 
 photo by Michael Bertin

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
25 years, designing in Crestone

in Crestone: (719) 256-4854
phone: (303) 415-1618

email: michael@architecturalharmonics.com

website:
www.architecturalharmonics.com
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A deep of compassion, a hushed 
sanctuary,

Her inward help unbarred a 
gate in heaven;

Love in her was wider than the 
universe,

The whole world could take ref-
uge in her single heart.

 —Sri Aurobindo, Savitri
In 1926, after experiencing the 

descent of the Supermind, Sri Au-
robindo left the active daily life of 
the ashram.  He retired to his rooms 
to concentrate on his evolutionary 
Integral Yoga, while maintaining 
intimate contact with his disciples 
by letter.   He asked Mirra Alfassa 
to guide and administer the rapidly 
growing ashram.  She was then 48 
years old.  There was some resist-
ance to “that Frenchwoman” and 
questioning of her authority.  Around 
that time, Sri Aurobindo renamed 
Mirra “The Mother“ and wrote The 
Mother, describing the four great 
aspects of the Divine Mother which 
Mirra variously embodied.  

“The four Powers of the Divine 
Mother are four of her outstanding 
Personalities, portions and embodi-

ments of her divinity through whom 
she acts on her creatures, orders 
and harmonizes her creations in the 
worlds and directs the working out 
of her thousand forces.  The Divine 
Mother is one but she comes before 
us with differing aspects; many are 
her powers and personalities, many 
her emanations and Vibhutis that do 
her work in the universe.  

     “Four great Aspects of the 
Divine Mother, four of her leading 
Powers and Personalities have stood 
in front in her guidance of the Uni-
verse and in her dealings with the 
terrestrial play.  One is her person-
ality of calm wideness and compre-
hending wisdom and tranquil benig-
nity and inexhaustible compassion 
and sovereign and surpassing maj-
esty and all-ruling greatness.  An-
other embodies her power of splen-
did strength and irresistible passion, 
her warrior mood, her overwhelming 
will, her impetuous swiftness and 
world-shaking force.  A third is vivid 
and sweet and wonderful with her 
deep secret of beauty and harmony 
and fine rhythm, her intricate and 
subtle opulence, her compelling at-
traction and captivating grace.  The 
fourth is equipped with her close and 
profound capacity of intimate knowl-
edge and careful, flawless work and 
quiet and exact perfection in all 
things.  Wisdom, Strength, Harmo-
ny, Perfection are their several at-
tributes and it is these powers that 
they bring with them into the world, 
manifest in human disguise in their 
Vibhutis and shall found in the di-
vine degree of their ascension in 
those who can open their earthly na-
ture to the direct and living influence 
of the Mother.  To the four we give 
the four great names, Maheshwari, 
Mahakali, Mahalakshmi, Mahasar-
aswati.”

 —Sri Aurobindo, The Mother
To be continued.

The Sri Aurobindo Learning Center

by Ramloti
Everything is going well at 

the Ashram.  Shri Babaji’s Ma-
hasamadhi was quiet and sweet.  
I have been traveling again since 
then doing many chanting eve-
nings, havans and paduka pujas in 
the Front Range and in Florida.  I 
spent my birthday weekend with 
over 200 friends in the Denver area 

and Colorado Springs chanting and 
eating birthday feast after birthday 
feast.  It was really a special way to 
celebrate a birthday!

Our big celebration this month 
is Shivaratri.  This year it falls on 

Sunday night, March 10 for all night chanting (10pm until 4am) with a 
fire ceremony the next morning at 10am followed by a meal. It is always a 
special time with sacred pujas to the Shiva Lingam throughout the night.  
It is said to be the night that Lord Shiva is most present on the earth.  You 
may come for any part or all of the celebration. 

Our new-moon fire ceremony this month is on Monday, March 11 (Shi-
varatri) and the full-moon fire ceremony is on Wednesday, March 27.  The 
fire ceremonies begin at 10am and are followed by a meal.  Morning aarati 
will remain at 7am with evening aarati at 6pm. Each morning at 6:30am 
there is a paduka puja (washing of Shri Babaji’s sandals) in His kutir (just 
to the west of the temple) followed by chandan.

The Maha Lakshmi Shop is open every day from 10am until 5pm. We 
invite you to come in and if you mention that you are an Eagle reader, we 
will happily give you a 10% discount on your purchases.  We deeply appre-
ciate your support. Our Shop website has been updated and you may view 
what we have on-line at mahalakshmishop.wazala.com.

Please visit our website at  www.babajiashram.org to find out more 
about the Ashram and its schedule. We also invite you to visit the Ashram 
at any time.  We love to share Shri Babaji’s and Mother’s home with others. 
Just drop by or give us a call at 719-256-4108.  

Perfumes, silk scarves, wool shawls, 
jewelry, saris, incense, candles, tapes, 
books, purses, bronze murtis, stone 

statuary, & other great gift items too.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

New Hours: 10am - 5pm  Everyday
Call: (719) 256-4108 

Email: shop@BabajiAshram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

Many yummy Weleda 
Organic Body Lotions 

now in stock.  Special on 
Waleda Body Lotion & 
Wash combo $19.50  
Mention this ad and 
receive 10% off on 

all purchases.

Haidakhandi 
Universal 
Ashram news 

Mirra Alfassa, “The Mother” of the Sri 
Aurobindo Ashram, was born in Paris, on 
February 21, 1878. 

Shivaratri at the Haidakhandi Universal 
Ashram.  All-night chanting Sunday, 
March 10 from 10pm until 4am and Fire 
Ceremony Monday, March 11 at 10am 
followed by a meal.

10% off
Second

Sundays

• 200 hour Yoga Alliance Teacher Training Certification
• flexible hours ~ can work around your schedule

• affordable
• 2 years experience leading Teacher Trainings with over 20 successful graduates

• here in Crestone
Chris and Carolina Sartain - ERYT

carolinasartain@gmail.com • 706.429.4781 • 404.202.9652

CRESTONE YOGA INSTITUTE

Your Community 
Art Center 

Shop locally
Classes • Clay • Fun

Downtown Crestone
588-1681 C
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This ASIST workshop is for 
caregivers and community members 
who want to feel more comfortable, 
confident and competent in help-
ing to prevent the immediate risk of 
suicide. Over one million caregivers 
have participated in this two-day, 
highly interactive, practical, practice-
oriented workshop.

The workshop will take place 
on Tuesday & Wednesday, March, 
12-13, 8:30am-4:30pm (must attend 
both days for certification) at the 
POA Hall for $35 per person (This is 
the cost of materials only.  The work-
shop is usually offered at a much 
higher fee).

Please send registration infor-
mation to laurelcarter@adams.edu  
or contact: Laurel Carter at 719-587-
7746.

 The registration fee should be 
sent to the address below.  Checks 
should be made out to:  “Adams State 
University” and paid in advance.

  Adams State University
  Attn:  Laurel Carter
  208 Edgemont Blvd.
  Alamosa, CO 81101 
Early registration is encour-

aged as the number of participants is 
limited.  

Colorado remains toward the 
top of the US in suicide rate per cap-
ita, and the San Luis Valley is abso-
lutely at the top of Colorado, again 
based on per capita suicide rate.  In 
2009 Colorado was 18.6 per 100,000 
which ranked us 6th worst in the na-
tion.  That same year the SLV’s rate 
was approximately 28 per 100,000, 
again recognizing that it’s tough to 
get accurate numbers because sui-
cide is so vastly under-reported in 
the SLV.

Adams State University (ASU) 
and the SLV Mental Health Center 
have partnered together, with some 
support from a SAMHSA Garrett Lee 
Smith Campus Suicide Prevention 
Grant, to train as many community 

members in basic suicide first aid 
as possible.  They have provided ap-
proximately 10 ASIST trainings over 
the last 3 years in the SLV, training 
approximately 150 campus and com-
munity people in these vital skills.

All the ASIST trainers are SLV 
residents with a history of contrib-
uting to local mental wellbeing. In 
this past year, Laurel Carter was 
appointed to the Consumer-Survi-
vor Advisory Board for the National 
Suicide Prevention Lifeline (1-800-
273-TALK) and Gregg Elliott was 
appointed to the Advisory Board of 
the National Behavioral Intervention 
Team Association.  Laurel and Gregg 
work out of the Adams State Coun-
seling Center in Alamosa. Kristina 
Daniels is the new Chief Operations 
Officer of the SLV Mental Health 
Center.  She has an MA in Clinical 
Mental Health Counseling and an 
MBA and an extensive background 
in both community and campus-
based prevention efforts, including 
the ASIST trainings which empower 
local community members in suicide 
prevention.

One of the main purposes of the 
SAMHSA GLS Campus Suicide Pre-
vention Grant is to help us change the 
way we talk about mental health con-
cerns and to reduce stigma for asking 
for and receiving help in coping with 
those problems.  National statistics 
reflect that greater than 50% of col-
lege undergraduates will experience 
depression significant enough that 
it will impair their day-to-day func-
tioning at some point in their 4-year 
college career.  So the problems for 
young people and college students are 
real and they’re out there.  Suicide is 
the second-leading cause of death for 
college-aged people in the US. (This 
training is being brought to the Cre-
stone area through the effort of Mark 
Swart, Swaha, and other supportive 
local community members).

Crestone Music Festival wants you!
It’s that time again!  We are gearing up for another exciting year for 

the Crestone Music Festival.  If you would like to participate in this year’s 
festival as a performer, a vendor or a sponsor, please let us know!  

Notice to performing artists
The 15th Annual Crestone Music Festival is now accepting entries 

from local Saguache County performing artists for this year’s festival. Lo-
cal means 50% of the group must live or have a home in Saguache County.

Deadline Tuesday, May 10, 2013
All local performers must submit:
1. A demo tape, C.D., video or written description
2. A short bio, we mean it! (15 to 20 second read!)
3. A contact person, number and address
4. A description of your act including instruments, number of people, 

who they are and any special needs.
5. Musical acts must also submit a stage diagram 
   If your entry is musical, the demo should have at least two songs on 

it. If your entry is dance then you should submit a video and/or music with a 
description. If your act is poetry or comedy a demo tape or document is fine. 
Anything else, we are interested, so please submit what it takes to get the 
point across.  While we appreciate the artist’s desire to put on the best show 
possible, your submission is budgeted based on the application information 
we receive. It is your responsibility to provide wages for additional artists/
musicians added after applying. All entries must be postmarked by May 10, 
2013. It is recommended that some of you combine your talents, as there 
will be more applicants than openings. 

Send info to:  
CMF Local 2013, P.O. Box 6, Crestone, CO 81131 
Or drop it by the office at the first house in the Baca, upstairs in the 

Professional Building Suite 204
Attention vendors
The 15th Annual Crestone Music Festival wants local vendors. If you 

have arts and crafts, food, information or something else, please apply. Ap-
plications are available online at www.crestfest.org or call 719-256-4533 for 
more information. Vendor spaces are limited so please apply!   Applications 
are also available at local businesses. 

Applied Suicide Intervention Skills 
(ASIST) training offered in Crestone 
area in March

“A Happy Sing-Along St. Patrick’s Weekend” 
Saturday  March 16, 2013   11:00 am - 9:00 pm!
Sunday  March 17, 2013   8:00 am - 9:00 pm!

Located 4 miles west from town, on the golf course.
CB JAZZ Irish Saturday Night

 Traditional Irish Cuisine with Yak 
 Irish Banjo and Guitar Sing-Along by 

Eric Karlstrom Sunday Breakfast 

Wine and Beer NOW served 
Please Call For Reservations 719- 256- 4700

We are NON GMO! 
All ORGANIC Farm-Store and Restaurant!

FREE WI-FI and EBT ACCEPTED
www.chokureiranch.com

OPEN: Mon-Thurs 11am - 8pm, Fri & Sat 11am - 8:30pm
 “ Come Cheers and Sing-A-Long! “

”Know where your food comes from.  Feel good when you eat.”
~ Cho Ku Rei Yak N’ Cracker Cafe

Robin 
Blankenship
719-256-4909
www.earthknack.com
PO 508 Crestone, CO 81131

March 16 – 17 
Weekend

Nature
Immersion

Take a break from the hectic pace of modern living! 
Fill your senses with the sights and sounds of nature!

This program begins at 10 am Saturday with a guided nature 
stroll along the base of the towering Sangre de Cristo 

Mountains. We will travel along the banks of Cottonwood 
Creek, focused on the sounds of water, the sights of the sur-

rounding woods and the movement of the wind and animals 
around us. Native plants and their uses will be identified. 

Then we make our way to the Meteor Site at the edge of the 
Great National Sand Dunes. Geologic and cultural history will 

be explored. Bring a journal, a sketch pad and a sack lunch. 
Upon returning to the Earth Knack School Site you will  learn 
to make a fire from things found in nature. Then we will enjoy 
an evening buffet with many wild and locally grown organic 

foods.  Evening campfire stories will be followed by a star 
gazing class. You can choose to camp out along the banks of 
Cottonwood Creek on the Earth Knack School site or enjoy 

the accommodations of one of our welcoming and 
comfortable bed and breakfasts.  Sunday morning at 9:30 am 

we will hold a Communion in the Woods Gratitude 
Ceremony, followed by a trip to our local hot springs. 

Head home refreshed, relaxed and rejuvenated! 

$195 includes
tour, classes, camping, dinner and hot springs

              N A O M I  L A K E  
 for CONSCIOUS HEALTH

naomi@naomilake.com ~  www.naomilake.com

Crestone
719 937-7803

Santa Fe
505 982-1183‘the door is round and open..don’t go back to sleep’  ~ Rumi
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by Joyce Meyer
As God’s children, we are 

called to live holy lives. His Word 
says,  . . . as the One Who called you 
is holy, you yourselves also be holy 
in all your conduct and manner of 
living (1 Peter 1:15). 

But what exactly does it mean 
to live a holy life these days? It’s 
important that we take some time 
to think about this. There seems 
to be such a lack of integrity in to-
day’s society, with much compro-
mise, dishonesty and injustice. 

Now, I know we all face temp-
tations every day, but instead of 
taking personal responsibility, peo-
ple tend to blame others or their 
circumstances for their own nega-
tive behavior. And many of these 
same people go to church each Sun-
day and come out feeling like they 
have done their Christian duty for 
the week.

But Jesus didn’t die for us to 
just go to church on Sunday morn-
ings. The truth is going to church 
every week won’t make you holy 
any more than sitting in a garage 
will make you a car! This brings me 
back to my original question, what 
does it mean to live a holy life?

From the inside out
If God is in our life, then holi-

ness is there. And He begins work-
ing in us to make that holiness 
apparent on the outside . . . in our 
everyday living. This is called a 
work of consecration. He works in 
us individually, bringing broken-
ness and humility and ultimately, 
manifesting the holiness we seek. 
Our only responsibility is to be obe-
dient to the Holy Spirit as the work 
is in progress.

Let’s get serious                                                                                                                          
So we see that living holy 

comes from having a relation-
ship with Christ and being obedi-
ent to Him, not from adhering to 
a bunch of rules. What I mean is, 
it’s not about following a list of do’s 
and don’ts, but following the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit. Holiness is 
not legalism. God is living in us 
so remember, that means we have 
been made holy. But now it’s time 
to get into covenant with Him and 
let Him work His holiness into our 
everyday lives, changing us from 
glory to glory. As that happens, 
we’ll begin to be better representa-
tives of His character. 

We must learn how to trust 
the Holy Spirit to work in us to help 
us lay down our pride and our own 
self-serving ideas about how to run 
our lives. Sure it hurts sometimes 

w h i l e 
we are 
c h a n g -
ing, but 
just look 
at it as growing pains. God is not 
as concerned with changing our cir-
cumstances as He is with changing 
us. Trust Him enough to know that 
He will never do anything to harm 
us, so even when we experience 
pain, we can safely trust that God 
is doing a good work in us. 

This is an inside job, meaning 
it’s a work that goes on inside us 
personally, privately and individu-
ally, so it’s up to each of us to get 
serious about our relationship with 
God. It’s up to every one of us to do 
like Colossians 3:12 tells us in The 
Message Bible, and dress in the 
wardrobe God picked out for [us]: 
compassion, kindness, humility, 
quiet strength, discipline.

Someone is watching                                                                                                                         
The world is watching the 

church, and people need to see 
something attractive. We need to 
shine the light of God’s love through 
our behavior, expressing our faith 
by our works, doing things for oth-
ers.  We can actually be the answer 
to some of the prayers we pray 
simply by obeying the Holy Spirit’s 
lead in our lives.

Instead of trying to follow a 
list of rules and regulations, we 
should be enjoying our Christian 
lives. When the world looks at us, 
they should see what God’s doing 
inside of us by what they see on the 
outside.

Yes, we need to go to church—
to get filled up, edified, strength-
ened and instructed. And then 
we need to get back out there and 
live—from the inside out!

For more information, visit 
www.joycemeyer.org.

Playing, purling & planning
by Lisa Bodey
Youth Programs Coordinator
Thank you to all of the musicians who have supported the Crestone 

Creative Council (CCC) Music Jams throughout the last year and to Abby 
Keturah-Swartz and Trevor Storm for their energy making these gather-
ings a success.  We have decided to join forces with the Open Mic “Original 
Music Outlet” that is happening on Sundays at the Secret Garden from 
1-7pm.  Bring your instruments, voices, dancing feet and a willingness to 
explore your musical talents.  All levels and ages are encouraged to play 
and learn together and each Sunday is a unique experience.  Many thanks 
to Benny Roman and Jennifer Daveler for their dedication to local music, 
helping everyone feel so welcome and for making these events so fun and 
full of high energy.

One of CCC’s main volunteers, Whitney Gonzales-Gourdin is offering 
a FREE knitting & crocheting class/group on Mondays from 4-5pm ish in 
the back of Bliss Café.  We have extra yarn, needles and hooks to get you 
started on a project and we will have many books and copies of patterns for 
you to choose from.  This class is for all levels of knitters and crocheters.  
Please feel free to donate your old spools of yarn or other materials that 
could be put to good use by dropping off a bag marked “CCC” at Town Hall.  

If you are interested in helping us plan our upcoming events, trips or 
programs, please join us at one of our next meetings on March 14 or 28 (adults 
are on an invite-only basis).  We typically meet every other Thursday from 
5-6:30pm in the back room of Bliss Café.  We are also hosting “Game Night” 
after each meeting from 6:30-8pm, so bring a group game to share or come 
play chess, checkers or backgammon anytime on the café’s boards.  

The Crestone Creative Council is a Town of Crestone youth program 
for 13-24 year olds which focuses on job creation, artistic expression, com-
munity service and special events to instill a sense of purpose and positive 
self identity for participants. We just completed our first annual newsletter 
thanks to a Saguache County Sales Tax Grant, so look for copies around 
town to read inspiring stories from our local youth, or call 719-480-5925 or 
email bodeycrestone@gmail.com to have one sent to you today.  

Moving Up Higher
Godliness is an inside job

Sunday Services                                         
Bible Study Wednesdays                           
Prayer Services Mon & Fri                       
Food Bank Tuesdays  
Prayer Breakfast at Earl LeRoy’s house
Every second Saturday of the month at

 

Joyce Meyer Article
Sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of Hwy 17 and Moffat Way
Everyone is Welcomed – Please join us:

3:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
2-4 pm

8 am
* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 256-4277

or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

A mercury-free and fluoride-free dental office utilizing minimally invasive 
procedures and evidence based medicine for maintaining and achieving oral health.

John Percival, DDS, MSc
46 Camino Baca Grande Professional Building

Office hours by appointment 719-256-6222

• Check-ups and cleanings • Radiographs
• Second opinions • Non-metal fillings and crowns

• Bridgework • Full and partial dentures
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Hey there Crestone and sur-
rounding areas.  Just over a year 
ago I began a mission to start a soc-
cer league in our area. There has 
been soccer here before that I heard 
had much enthusiasm. When I ar-
rived it had unfortunately fizzled 
out. I would love to bring it back. 
After three seasons I have realized 
that I need help. Help not only to 
keep a program going now but into 
the future with success.

I have been coaching for ten 
years in a couple of different for-
mats, and would like to base us on 
those successful leagues. I realize 
that a loose structure will never al-
low us to continue into the future 
firmly. My vision is to create a self-
perpetuating league that may sus-
tain itself and advance into the fu-
ture as a solid foundation of soccer 
for our kids.

I am calling out to our com-
munity. I am looking to create a 
board of directors. People for soc-
cer, team sport, and community-
minded enthusiasts. I am asking 
for volunteers to fill the positions 
of secretary, field maintenance, ref-
erees, schedule creators, public re-
lations, special event coordinators, 
and very importantly, coaches.

Soccer will begin in April. 
Practices will be twice a week with 
games on Saturday. We will have 
an eight-week season and tourna-
ments.  We are the M.C. Dragons 
(Moffat-Crestone Dragons) This 
year I would like to reach out to our 
surrounding areas, such as people 

from the top of the valley to Center 
and Saguache to home schoolers, in 
the ages of 4-16.

The efforts that we put into 
this will exponentionally benefit 
our children. If we get organized 
we have the potential to partici-
pate in games in Salida, Alamosa, 
Buena Vista and our home field in 
Crestone. Plus soccer camps in the 
summer! This will take the efforts of 
dedicated parents and volunteers.

You need no soccer experience 
to participate. Just the love of chil-
dren participating in community 
teams and the love of what team 
sports can provide: sportsmanship, 
self-esteem, community involve-
ment, and the joy of play!

 Please consider calling me if 
you are interested in supporting 
our children in fun. Who knows 
where we could go?

You in? Call Ryken at 719-
221-5636.

Thank you! Let’s see ya kick 
it!

Soccer needs help to keep kickin’

Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery Store: 191 E Galena Ave 

Open 7 Days a Week 8a.m. to 8 p.m. 
(719) 256-5887 

Hardware Store: 182 E Galena Ave 
Open Mon.-Sat. 8a.m to 5p.m. 

(719) 256-5885 

Laundromat: 191 E Galena Ave 
 Open 7 Days a Week  

8a.m to 7p.m. 

This month’s pictures are “Then”…       
If you want to know the “Now” -     

see us at the Mercantile! 

Hardware is getting ready for 
spring planting.  Come see us for 

all your gardening needs 

Happy Easter - come see us for 
all your holiday needs! 

by Ish
1/ The Harder They Come: A cult classic pro-

duced by Roger Corman in 1972, featuring Jimmy Cliff 
and other great Reggae singers.  This story is about a 
country bumpkin coming to the big city, Kingston, where 
he very quickly learns what getting ripped off by the 

movie producers is like.  He gets in trouble with the police and the movie 
unfolds.  It has some of the greatest Reggae tracks and a very real taste 
of the poverty and striving of Jamaica circa early 70s.

2/ The Waiting City: An exquisite travelog of India via an emo-
tionally charged indie movie done rawly and realistically.  An adoptive 
couple have to go through the utter bureaucracy of India’s adoptive pro-
cedures while having a shaky marriage . . . very moving and well done.

3/ The Edge of Heaven: This compelling drama won Best Screen-
play honors at Cannes.  It’s about a father who accidentally kills a pros-
titute, and his son tries making amends via her 27-year-old daughter 
who is part of a closely watched activist group which has fled to Germany 
from Turkey.  Lives of four Turks and two Germans become entwined 
due to circumstances beyond their control.  It’s a well done drama.

4/ The Hunger Games: Excellent movie of a dystopian future 
reality where teenagers are pitted against each other using wits and 
skills to survive to the death and having one winner . . . meant to elicit 
pride in the teens representing their various townships.  An all-star cast 
includes: Woody Harrelson, Lenny Kravitz, Stanley Tucci and Donald 
Sutherland amongst others.

5/ Cat Run: Not for the faint of heart . . . nudity, gore and action.  
This film doesn’t have a strong storyline, but a pair of private eyes get 
caught up in suspected government conspiracy in an uncommon case.

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations


















STILL MOUNTAIN 
                      Acupuncture

 719-256-4775

Classical Five-Element

Jan Foster Miiller, L.Ac.  

Treating the root cause:  chronic illness, pain, 
depression, general wellness
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Moffat School happenings

Moffat School staff and administration held an afternoon pep assembly and an evening 
“send off” to show our support and to congratulate our Mountain Valley Indian 2013 
State Wrestling qualifiers (who will be wrestling at the Pepsi Center in Denver February 
21-23) and their team coaches:  Nick Quintana, Shaulin Rinaldis, Justin Wilson, Cody 
Mangum and from Mountain Valley Levi Gallegos, along with coaches Eddie Garcia and 
Aaron Myers.  Go Indians!!

Above:
Congratulations to Felix Roberts, Andrew 
Martinez, and Codie Heikes for having their 
posters selected to represent the Center 
Conservation District at the Regional Com-
petition for the Rio Grande Water Conser-
vation “Soil to Spoon” poster competition. 
The poster competition theme this year 
emphasized connecting all of the food we 
consume to the soil, highlighting the impor-
tance of maintaining a healthy soil.

Below:
Gallian Roberts, Taru Gouldberg, 
Michael Burns, Stohry Rinaldis, Jo-
edeelee Rigdon, Marlon Jacobi, and 
Kaytlin Olsen attend the San Luis Valley 
Regional History Day competition at Ad-
ams State University in January. Stohry 
won second place and Taru took third 
place. Both have earned a spot at the 
state competition in May. All of the NHD 
participants will attend the Denver event 
to support their team.

The Moffat K-1 class performed “Do 
you know the animals? Zoo Tour Ad-
venture!” on Thursday, February 21. The 
young thespians held complicated and 
informative dialogue, stages prompts 
and creative costumes. 
  photo by Krissy Hedstrom

The kindergarten/first grade class created their annual Chinese New Year Dragon, 
believed to get rid of evil spirits, and paraded through the hallways of Moffat School.  
During this cultural celebrations unit they were also intrigued by the Korean celebration, 
Lunar New Year.

Tina Gohr from the Colorado Department of Education presented Moffat Schools with 
two banner awards, one for District Accredited with Distinction and the second one for 
Moffat Middle Schools Distinguished Improvement Award.  Pictured are 6th through 
12th grade students, teachers and administration.  Our Moffat students and teach-
ers deserve a huge round of applause for their continued achievement and academic 
growth!  

Moffat Middle School held a Valentine/Mardi Gras dance on Valentines Day.  There was 
a mask-decorating contest with prizes given for the most creative, Alyssa Ginger; the 
funniest, Felix Roberts; and the mask that most represented the spirit of Mardi Gras 
was made by Alyssa Chavez. In addition, a Mardi Gras king was selected by using a 
traditional King’s Cake with a Valentine candy hidden inside one of the cake slices; For-
rest McNulty was the lucky winner. The queen was selected when all girls were given a 
covered red rose. When they unwrapped their flowers, the girl with the glitter-covered 
rose was crowned queen. Alyssa Chavez was our queen. Everyone was a winner with 
the almost constant tossing of a huge variety of Mardi Gras beads. A big thank you goes 
out to Moffat Middle School Student Council for organizing the event.

FULL FOOD MENU & WEEKLY SPECIALS
Open 10am to 10pm, Closed Thursdays.
Phone:   719-378-2807
Address:1991 Co. Rd. 63, Hooper,  CO  81136

s a n d  d u n e s  s w i m m i n g  p o o l

w w w. s a n d d u n e s p o o l . c o m

REGULAR ADMISSION RATES:    
Adults - $12.00 

Children (Ages 3-12) - $8.00
Seniors, College,Military (Ages 65+) - $10.00 

Children 2 & Under  -  FREE        

Open 10am-10pm daily for your swimming pleasure

Vicki Matthews   719/256-5020

Enoch and the Lizards

C O M M U N I T Y  P R E S C H O O L

L I  C  E  N S  E  D   M A S  S  A G E    T  H E  R  A P  I  S  T

256-5165

Give away what you  
think you owe me.

Give the love and care; give the service and the kindness; 
give back all that you have been given, but not to me.  Give 
it to those you encounter that need it, in the time of their 
need.  Give, even when it might be a stretch, but do not do 
so if it will harm you.  You are just as precious as anyone.  
Also, the converse is true.  If you truly need, ask.  Someone 
else needs the opportunity to give.  And, when they do, 
receive graciously 
and with thanks.

Corrective Bodywork 
for Pain Management  CO Reg. #1030
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by Hester Triplett, 
Terry Goergen, Pattison Kane
Director search
After seven years of whole-

hearted service Kathryn Brady 
concludes her term as CCS Direc-
tor on June 30, and the search for 
her replacement is actively under-
way.

The Governing Council re-
ceived 44 applications in response 
to the director search. After re-
view the number of applicants was 
reduced to 11. On February 7 the 
council met with a committee of 
parents, teachers and administra-
tors to review these applications. 
As a result the applications in 
review was narrowed to 8 candi-
dates.  The council conducted sec-
ondary screening interviews via 
Skype with a goal of inviting 3 or 
4 applicants to Crestone for formal 
interviews. Please join us at the 
Crestone Charter School on March 
15 to meet our top candidates for 
director. This public engagement is 
scheduled from 6-8pm in the Multi-
Purpose Room.

Multi-Purpose Room now 
available for community use

The beautiful Multi-Purpose 
Room is now available for public 
use. Community use of the room is 
available starting at 4:30pm M-F 
and all-day Saturday and Sunday. 
There is no charge for the use of 
the space for “non-profit” events 
and public service offerings.  The 
current fee for “for profit” classes is 
$12.50 an hour. Private event rent-
al rates  start at $150, and arrange-
ments can be made for the use of 
CCS sound and lighting equipment 
for an additional fee.  Anyone wish-
ing more information or to reserve 
the space for a special event, per-
formance, exercise classes, or even 
a wedding, may do so by contacting 
Jessica Brewer at 256-4839.

Red Bandana rocks Valen-
tine’s Day Dance

The Second Annual Commu-
nity Valentine’s Day Dance,  a fun-
draiser for Middle School travel, 
included a very special concert by 
the Salida girl band Red Bandana. 
This rockin’ group of middle school 
girls knocked out original songs 
and entertained all from young to 
old. Crestone Charter School wish-
es to thank Tom Dessain and CPI 
for their generous support in pro-
viding the Red Bandana concert.

O Romeo, Romeo, where-
fore art thou Romeo?

William Shakespeare’s Romeo 
and Juliet was February’s read for 
Daya Sheide’s 8th grade class.  Stu-
dents attended a professional pro-
duction of Romeo and Juliet at the 
Denver Center for the Performing 
Arts on February 23, followed by 
viewing the movie Romeo + Juliet 
set in a suburb of modern day Ve-
rona yet still retaining its original 
dialogue. The class was engaged, 
and Shakespeare’s Romeo and Ju-
liet was brought to life for these 
young people.  “I love the poetry of 
the language.” says Ryan Triplett, 
quite a compliment coming from a 
reticent reader. Thank you Daya!

Community Art Show
This spring the Multi-Pur-

pose Room will be turned into an 
art gallery. Plans are in the works 
for the 1st Annual Community Art 
Show, co-sponsored by the Crestone 
Charter School Governing Coun-
cil and the Moffat School District 
Board of Education. Children from 
both Crestone Charter School and 
Moffat School will tour the Art Gal-
lery and visit with local artists. The 
show will be open to the public as 
well.  Watch for the announcement 
and opening. Lyndsay Duebber and 
Kristy Knight will be coordinating 
the show.

Crestone Charter School news

• Individual & Group Sessions & Distance Healing

~Over 30 years as a healing practitioner~
This Divine Healing gets to the root cause of the issue or symptoms. 

Anne Kelly • 719/256-5768 • annekellycrestone@yahoo.com

ENERGETIC HEALING
• Karmic Clearing of Issues
• Relationship Field Clearing

• Ancestral, DNA & Genetic Clearing
• Transformation of Consciousness

• Deepening Movement to Awakening & 
Self-Realization

• Vortex Healing® Advanced
• Core Healing

• Reiki & Seichim Master
• Avatar Master

• Cosmic & Pranic Healing
• Psych-K & more

SPRING INTO ACTION!
Organic veggie & flower seeds
Organic potting soils & fertilizers
Peat-free seed-starting supplies
Colorful, high-quality gardening tools

www.bradyswest.com
7121 CR 107, Salida    719-539-6400

The lead singer from Red Bandana made a trip out to the audience as she sang their 
encore song at the CCS Middle School’s Valentine’s Day Dance on February 16.  
 photo by Lori Nagel 

Kelly Hosner leading the 4th & 5th graders in their performance at the Crestone Charter 
School Talent Show on January 24th.  photo by Lori Nagel

Raphael Gordh and Ben Potter sell their 
tasty creations at the Crestone Charter 
School Talent Show on January 24.  
 photo by Lori Nagel 

Crestone Community acupuncture
CLinic will be closed late february and march 

for continuing education
It has been a privilege to serve you.  

480-3516

To cultivate kindness is a valu-
able part of the business of life. 
 —Samuel Johnson
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by David Nicholas
February after the swearing-in 

of a re-elected President is generally 
quiet. Last month of winter waiting for 
the temperature to rise above freezing, 
days getting longer, snow beginning to 
melt. You wish.

Not this year. You could have 
fooled an outsider that there had been 
an election that actually gave an as-
sumed “one-term President” another 
four years to work his magic.

Although February has only 28 
days we had President Obama’s State 
of the Union, Senator Kerry’s confir-
mation as Secretary of State on Febru-
ary 1, Senator Hagel ’s nightmare per-
formance in his confirmation hearing 
before Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee, and it looks like the Seques-
ter—across the board budget cuts—
will begin on March 1.

State of the Union
I thought President Obama’s 

speech was brilliant. Pundits usually 
pooh-pooh State of the Union speeches 
because, they say, no one can remem-
ber what was said after a week of hav-
ing every word and intonation exam-
ined for nuance, and between-the-lines 
reading about what the President re-
ally meant.

Following his Inauguration 
speech January 21, I got the impres-
sion in his State of the Union that he 
was taking a page from Martin Luther 
King’s speeches in the intensity of the 
delivery. At one point, I closed my eyes 
and just listened to the speech. To-
wards the end he said, “They deserve a 
vote”, a war cry he repeated again and 
again, as the crowd got to its feet and 
cheered, building to a crescendo. The 
intonation and inflection was similar 

to Reverend 
King’s speech 
pattern.

T h a t 
said, the high-
light was a 
102-year-old 
Miami woman 
named Desiline Victor, who waited six 
hours to vote at one of the most popu-
lar polling places in Miami. Detailing 
her story, along with the people who 
helped and supported her though her 
waiting in line, the president had all 
members of Congress standing and 
straining to get a look at the woman. 
The speech will be remembered as one 
of a president intent on achieving an 
agenda that will give his legacy some 
meaning.  Most, if not all, require 
fights in Congress and winning peo-
ple to his causes. This was a warrior’s 
speech, from a man for whom fighting 
was not a feature of his first term. 

If you missed the speech, you 
can see it and read it online, at white-
house.gov. You should see it at least 
once, because unlike most presiden-
cies this is history-making.  No matter 
what Mr. Obama says or does, the first 
black American to be president elected 
to two terms is the stuff of historical 
biographies. This is on a par with Lin-
coln and the first woman President of 
the United States, when that happens.

Senator Marco Rubio’s re-
sponse

There is so much to say about 
sweating and taking a drink of water 
in the middle of a rebuttal speech, but 
Colbert covered it brilliantly.

One thing to say is, who watches 
a response to a presidential State of 
The Union speech other than politi-

cal mavens, pundits and staffers? This 
may be the only saving grace for a ris-
ing star in the Republican Party who 
bombed so badly.  It should be instant-
ly forgotten until he announces his 
presidential run in 2016, whereupon it 
will resurrected and used mercilessly 
by all his foes.

 It was not only this. It was also 
his “no” vote to extend and expand the 
Violence Against Women Act, which 
passed the Senate 78-22. As someone 
who has presidential ambitions and 
who would need the women’s vote to 
win office, his conduct is amazingly 
shortsighted. 

Also how he handles his proposal 
on immigration legislation; it has bipar-
tisan support in various versions but has 
a long way to go to be agreed to, debated 
and finalized. However, so far the “his 
way or the highway” attitude doesn’t au-
ger well for his political future. 

The Hagel nomination
All things being equal the Hagel 

nomination should be over by the time 
you read this. Chuck Hagel made his-
tory in that never before has the Sen-
ate ever denied a Secretary of Defense 
nominee confirmation. Never in the 
history of these United States has 
there been a vote where the presi-
dent’s choice was blocked by petty and 
mean-spirited politics.

The hostility was clear in the 
public hearing held when Senator 
John McCain (R-AZ) attacked Mr. 
Hagel relentlessly on questions about 
whether the 2006 surge was a success 
or not. 

The 2007 surge had been insti-
gated by former commander of US 
forces in Iraq, General David Petraeus, 
for a 30,000-troop increase to control 
Anbar province in western Iraq. This 
was to prevent well-armed Sunni mi-
litias from organizing to destabilize 
the national government, gaining in 
strength, and carrying out effective 
attacks on US military bases in and 
around Fallujah and Mosul. 

Then-Senator Hagel opposed 
the surge as further ineptitude of 
Bush43’s conduct of the war in Iraq.  
After initially condoning the invasion, 
Mr. Hagel had become a relentless crit-

ic. As a Republican, Senator Hagel’s 
outspokenness was considered heresy. 

Therefore, while his nomination 
was always going to be controversial 
for exactly those reasons, the hatred 
towards the senator expressed at his 
seven-and-a-half hour hearing on Jan-
uary 31 was humiliating and designed 
to push the senator to withdraw his 
nomination. It didn’t work.

The hearing will go down as pos-
sibly one of the worst for any nominee 
in senate history.  There was criticism 
that Mr. Hagel appeared confused and 
unprepared for the questions, and un-
willing to be forthcoming on his views 
about Israel and gays in the military, 
but he persevered. 

For the record, the senator re-
canted his opposition to gays in the 
military and would not alter the policy 
if he is confirmed. Besides President 
Obama having endorsed and support-
ed the policy’s implementation Hagel 
is not about to reverse the policy. 

Mr. Hagel’s ability to interact 
and function with members of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee after 
this bitter nomination is a question 
one will judge over time. 

Had that been it, that would 
have been enough, but when Armed 
Services Chairman Senator Carl Levin 
(D-MI) scheduled the committee vote, 
the ugliness that offended everyone 
emerged. This was freshman Senator 
Ted Cruz (R-TX), who attempted to 
smear Mr. Hagel using Senator Joseph 
McCarthy’s (Google it) tactics to cast 
suspicion on his patriotism. This was 
beaten back pretty severely by Senator 
McCain, but the slur made headlines 
as did the committee vote, which voted 
14-11 to report its confirmation of Mr. 
Hagel to the full Senate. I watched 
that vote, and it was shabby. 

The vote to close debate (referred 
to as “cloture”) on the Hagel confirma-
tion on the floor, happened Thursday, 
February 14. Senate Majority Leader 
Harry Reid (D-NV) put the vote know-
ing he didn’t have the 60 votes Re-
publicans signaled would be needed 
to prevent a filibuster. There were 59 
senators who voted aye, 40 nays and 
one who voted present. They were one 

The Washington Beat
A quiet month shot all to hell

 

 Prepare for your retirement now with an 
Individual Retirement Account from  

San Luis Valley Federal Bank.  
The benefits of an IRA at SLVFB are: 

• Safety of FDIC insurance 

• Defer taxes on your earnings 

• Work face to face with our IRA Specialists 

• Invest up to $5,500/year, or $6,500 if you’re 
age 50 or older for 2013* 
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HigH Valley Healing Center

116 South Alder                          

NEW MEMBERS GET 50% OFF FIRST OUNCE PURCHASE!

Winter Hours:  11am to 6pm
• Closed Sunday & Tuesday • 

256-4006
• Caregiver Services 
• Topicals & Tinctures 
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• Multiple Strains

Member OUNCES from $175 including tax
50% off your next ounce when you bring us a new Member

 Crestone 81131

Crestone Conglomerate
LarryCalloway.com

a reporter’s blog…



The Crestone Eagle • March, 2013 • Page 23 

short. While the vote was on about 30 
minutes, Mr. Reid tried to get Senator 
Orrin Hatch (R-UT) to change his vote 
rather than vote present to no avail. 
In order to bring the vote again to the 
floor, Mr. Reid changed his vote to no 
making it 58-41.

So that’s where it was left as 
senators went home for the Presidents’ 
Day break to resume the vote again on 
February 26, when Senator McCain 
has assured everyone that Mr. Hagel 
will be confirmed. All things being un-
equal and uncertain, there should be a 
new Secretary of Defense on March 1. 

SecStat John Kerry
Senator John Kerry was sworn in 

as the 68th Secretary of State on Feb-
ruary 1, 2013. Senator Kerry’s nomina-
tion and confirmation by comparison to 
Mr. Hagel’s was effortless. Mr. Kerry 
was confirmed unanimously by the 
Senate Foreign relations Committee 
and on the floor of the senate 94-3.

Errata
If and when Senator Hagel is 

confirmed as Secretary of Defense, he 
will be joining Secretary of State John 
Kerry and former General Eric Shin-
seki, Secretary of Veterans Affairs, as 
three Vietnam War veterans to serve 
in an administration at the Cabinet 
level at any one time. Mr. Hagel will 
be first vet to serve as Secretary of De-
fense and Mr. Kerry, the second Viet-
nam vet to serve at State, Colin Powell 
being the first.

Banking: Senator Elizabeth 
Warren (D-MA)

Just when you thought Wall 
Street bankers and government regu-

lators were going to get away scot free 
from being held responsible for the 
2008 Global Financial Crisis (GFC, it 
has a title now), comes now Senator 
Elizabeth Warren. For those of us who 
have watched Wall Street revert to all 
the bad habits that led up to the GFC, 
Senator Warren, elected in 2012 as a 
freshman senator (now become the 
senior senator from Massachusetts as 
a result of Senator Kerry’s elevation to 
Secretary of State), is a breath of fresh 
air.

Ms Warren held sway at the Sen-
ate Banking Committee hearings on 
Thursday, February 14. She was the 
lone voice questioning the conduct of 
Treasury officials when she headed 
the US Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau in 2008 and was pressured 
into resigning.

In the wake of the 2008 financial 
crisis, Warren served as chair of the 
Congressional Oversight Panel creat-
ed to oversee the Troubled Asset Relief 
Program (TARP). She later served as 
Assistant to the President and Spe-
cial Advisor to the Secretary of the 
Treasury for the Consumer Financial 
Protection Bureau under President 
Barack Obama. In the late 2000s, she 
was recognized by publications such as 
the National Law Journal and Time 
as an increasingly influential public 
policy figure.

If Wall Street thought that power 
brokers on the Senate Banking Com-
mittee, the most powerful committee 
on the Congress, would or could hold 
Ms. Warren in check, were they wrong! 
In her first five minutes of question-

ing Treasury banking regulators, Ms. 
Warren asked when was the last time 
a major Wall Street bank was success-
fully litigated against to a conclusion. 

Faced with silence, Senator War-
ren offered but received no immedi-
ate acceptance to her invitation to 
the open microphone. “Anyone?” she 
asked, somewhat incredulously at the 
reticence of an eminent panel of regu-
lators, which included the chair of the 
Office of the Comptroller of the Cur-
rency (OCC) and the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC).

All those questioned answered 
that they “weren’t required to bring 
charges”. If incredulity has an ex-
pression, then Ms. Warren’s look in 
response to that answer would send 
a signal that resignations should be 
forthcoming. The phrasing of both 
the question and the answer was as 
acutely embarrassing, revealing both 
SEC enforcement priorities and their 
implications.

Ms. Warren is a senior senator 
in one of the safest Democratic seats 
in the country. As Senate seats are not 
term-limited, three terms of six years, 
eighteen years, means that as she 
rises in seniority to become ranking 
member and likely chair, bankers who 
lived by winks and nods with commit-
tee members now face a White Knight 
with a mission. 

If bankers escaped blood on the 
streets up until now, banking regu-
lation just became a whole new ball 
game. This is a woman to watch. 

Israel
I was waiting to hear a reference 

to Israel in President Obama’s State of 
the Union, given that his first visit out-
side the US will be to the Middle East 
and to Israel and Jordan in particular. 
I missed it initially.

The line was, “And we will stand 
steadfast with Israel in pursuit of se-
curity and a lasting peace.”

Now if that doesn’t make you feel 
all warm and fuzzy that the president 
is all cock-a-hoop about our relation-
ship with Israel, the mere fact that he 
mentioned it at all had Israel sweating 
bricks until they heard it from his lips. 
However, how did the mention rate 
in the President’s priorities in foreign 
policy? Not much. Egypt and Syria got 
more of a mention in the same para-
graph. 

“In defense of freedom, we will 
remain the anchor of strong alliances 
from the Americas to Africa; from 
Europe to Asia. In the Middle East, 
we will stand with citizens as they 
demand their universal rights, and 
support stable transitions to democ-
racy. The process will be messy, and we 
cannot presume to dictate the course 
of change in countries like Egypt; but 
we can—and will—insist on respect 
for the fundamental rights of all peo-
ple. We will keep the pressure on a 
Syrian regime that has murdered its 
own people, and support opposition 
leaders that respect the rights of every 
Syrian. And we will stand steadfast 
with Israel in pursuit of security and a 
lasting peace. These are the messages 
I will deliver when I travel to the Mid-
dle East next month.”

Compare that to the reference to 
Burma, which got a whole paragraph 
earlier and was clearly an indication of 
where the President’s interest lies. 

So in order to be friendly and 
try to re-establish a sour relationship, 
Israel’s President Shimon Peres will 
bestow upon the Mr. Obama the Presi-
dential Medal of Distinction. “This is 
the first time in history a serving US 
President will receive an award from 
the President of the State of Israel,” 
according to the Times of Israel. 

My take is that there is a clear 
fear in the Jewish state that Mr. 
Obama will relegate Israel to a lesser 
status, not minor, but not as close as Is-
rael has taken for granted in the past. 
The realization is dawning upon them 
that if they want Mr. Obama to be a 
working partner in their domination 
of the region they are going to have to 
work at being nice. This doesn’t leave a 
great deal of room for optimism while 
Bibi Netanyahu remains Prime Minis-
ter. So it goes. We will be all ears. 

And the Beat goes on. 

This public, residential retreat expands upon the audio training course of the same name developed by 
Dr. Reginald Ray, allowing both beginning and advanced practitioners to discover and deepen their own 

practice within the warmth and support of the retreat community.  We will explore the 
great domains of Mahamudra, including how to work with the unfabricated stillness of 
the unborn mind, the myriad variety of the sense perceptions, and the bursts of energy 
known as conceptual thinking.  Our practice will be grounded in extensive work with 
the body as the locus of enlightenment in this life. 

Crestone area residents receive $120 off tuition by using the discount code CRESTONE.

March 23 - 31, 2013
Blazing Mountain Retreat Center
Crestone, Colorado

MAHAMUDRA FOR THE MODERN WORLD
A Public Meditation Retreat with Reggie Ray

For more information visit www.dharmaocean.org or call 877-DHARMA-9
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by Lisa Cyriacks
Colorado regulators gave ini-

tial approval to rules meant to limit 
the effects of oil and gas drilling on 
homes, including a rule increas-
ing the distance that rigs must be 
from occupied buildings. The rules 
approved by the Colorado Oil and 
Gas Conservation Commission are 
expected to take effect this summer.

Yet decisions by Colorado law-
makers to enact new regulations on 
hydraulic fracturing do little to pro-
tect the public health, water or the 
environment, environmental activ-
ists say.

The Colorado Oil and Gas Con-
servation Commission described its 
new measures as some of the tough-
est in the country.

Earlier this month, the oil and 
gas commission approved rules re-
quiring groundwater sampling both 
before and after drilling to ensure 
drinking water supplies haven’t 
been contaminated.

The rules that got preliminary 
approval include requirements for 
operators who plan to drill within 
1,000 feet of occupied buildings to 
meet new measures on limiting 
noise, odor, dust and emissions and 
to protect against spills. They’d also 
have to give expanded notice to res-
idents.

Plans to drill within 1,000 feet 
of schools, hospitals or other high-
occupancy buildings would trigger 
a hearing in front of the commis-
sion.

The state government this 
week also said it would require en-
ergy companies to conduct before 
and after water sampling for explo-
ration campaigns that would use 
hydraulic fracturing. Previously 
the state had required such tests 
only in parts of the state.

Colorado holds some of the 
largest unconventional oil and 
natural gas reserves in the United 
States. Hydraulic fracturing, or 
“fracking,” is controversial because 
of the perceived danger that some 
of the chemicals used in the process 
may contaminate the groundwater.

Singled out in the debate is 
Gov. John Hickenlooper, a Demo-
crat and former geologist, criticized 
for not pressing the Colorado Oil 
and Gas Conservation Commission 
for greater protections.

Hickenlooper has called for 
a consistent set of state rules, so 
companies do not face conflicting 
local regulations that could drive 
them to other states. Several coun-
ties and local government bodies in 
Colorado have their own rules—in-
cluding Saguache County—that 
are overseen and regulated by the 
county commissioners.

Oil and gas drilling accounts 
for nearly 44,000 jobs in Colorado 
and brought in $208 million in sev-
erance taxes last year.

Proposed health study
Several Coloradans who live 

near rigs have submitted written 
testimony outlining health prob-

lems, with the residents and their 
supporters saying they have a right 
to be heard. But the Colorado Oil 
& Gas Association and others say 
some of the testimony should be 
tossed because they represent non-
expert medical opinions or hearsay.

Colorado’s Department of 
Public Health and Environment 
announced it will launch a three-
year, $1.3 million study of air pol-
lution from oil and gas activity, and 
its health effects. The study will 
focus on the northern Front Range.

The study, which will be sub-
contracted to researchers at Colora-
do State University, will collect in-
formation from July 2013 through 
June 2016. The second phase, as-
sessing health risks, would begin 
in January 2016. CSU is currently 
conducting a similar study in Gar-
field County.

Environmentalists said the 
state-sponsored studies are too lit-
tle, too late, and amount to using 
people as “lab rats” to determine if 
they may be suffering health prob-
lems because of drilling.

The decisions came on the last 
day of a three-day hearing to con-
sider updating the state’s oil and 
gas rules.

Statewide ban
At the Denver Capitol on Jan. 

9, 2013, anti-fracking activists 
united to call for a statewide ban 
on fracking in Colorado. CS Citi-
zens for Community Rights, Earth 
Guardians, East Boulder Country 

United, Fracktivist.com, Occupy 
Denver, and The Mothers Project 
were organizations that were in at-
tendance. No acknowledgement of 
the petition has been made by Colo-
rado officials.

Whistleblower Weston Wilson, 
who worked for the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) for 30 
years, attended the anti-fracking 
rally. Wilson became a whistle-
blower in 2004 when he contested 
a report by the EPA that stated hy-
draulic fracturing “poses little or no 
threat.” 

Wilson’s letter to Colorado 
representatives disputed the EPA’s 
methodology, explaining that hy-
draulic fracturing fluid was toxic 
and violated the Safe Drinking Wa-
ter Act. In 2005 the EPA exempted 
oil and gas operations from regula-
tion under the Safe Drinking Water 
Act.

Dr. Theo Colborn, who found-
ed The Endocrine Disruption Ex-
change, explains that aside from 
fracking fluid being toxic, fracking 
releases toxins in the soil such as 
arsenic that can cause cancer and 
release volatile organic compounds 
such as acetone, which can cause 
headaches, confusion, and birth de-
fects. 

Through Colborn’s research 
she has documented over 200 prod-
ucts used in Colorado hydraulic 
fracturing. Her research found that 
over 90% of the containing chemi-
cals “caused adverse health effects.”

Colorado oil & gas drilling regulations receive initial approval, stir debate

Healthcare
continued from page 1

capital gains. Currently, businesses 
spend on average 11.8% on health 
insurance.

In exchange for those costs, all 
Coloradans who have lived in the 
state for at least one year by the be-
ginning of 2016 would become part 
of a statewide health care cooper-
ate and would get the opportunity 
to participate in a health plan that 
equals the most generous package 
of essential benefits under the Af-
fordable Care Act.

Those plans would include 
primary and specialty care, hospi-
talizations, emergency visits, pre-
scription coverage, mental health 
care, substance abuse treatment 
and some limited dental, vision and 
hearing benefits. In most cases, pa-
tients would not have co-payments 
or deductibles.

Patients would pick a network 
of providers and see any doctors 
who participate in their plan. Agui-
lar hopes the large providers would 
serve as “accountable care organi-
zations,” competing against each 
other to provide patients with the 
best care.

In essence, with the coopera-
tive Coloradans would form their 

own self-insurance pool to pay for 
the cost of medical care. A univer-
sal health-care system in Colorado 
could exist instead of the new fed-
eral health-care reform rules under 
the Affordable Care Act. 

Non-profit insurance compa-
nies like Kaiser Permanente and 
Rocky Mountain Health Plans 
would likely continue as service pro-
viders under the new system. For-
profit insurance companies would 
either start managing health care 
networks or would no longer exist, 
meaning Aguilar faces a massive 
battle from lobbyists. Groups rep-
resenting businesses in Colorado 
have been waiting to see Aguilar’s 
final bill before deciding whether to 
support or oppose it.

A new economic study from 
University of Massachusetts Am-
herst economist Gerald Friedman 
estimates Colorado would spend 
about $5 billion less on health care 
in 2016 than if the state proceeded 
with changes under the Affordable 
Care Act. The savings would in-
crease over time with an estimated 
$10 billion in savings in 2020 and 
$16.8 billion in 2024. A group sup-
porting Aguilar’s bill, the Colorado 
Foundation for Universal Care, 
commissioned Friedman’s study 
with support from the Caring for 
Colorado Foundation.

Friedman’s study found that 
health care costs have tripled in 
Colorado and have grown from un-
der 10% of the state’s economy in 
1997 to over 13% in 2012. The ris-
ing cost of health care has prompt-
ed more employers to drop coverage 
as they’ve seen premiums rise, on 
average by about 8% each year over 
the last decade.

Friedman thinks that Colo-
rado and other states considering 
similar universal care systems will 
become more attractive to employ-
ers. Besides bringing more stable 
health care costs to business own-
ers, universal health care would 
cause some upheaval in Colorado’s 
job market, according to Fried-
man’s study. He estimated that 
15,000 people would lose jobs in the 
first year. At the same time, he pre-
dicted that expansion of health care 

would create about 45,000 new jobs 
in 2016 and about 50,000 new jobs 
in 2024.

Co-operate Colorado is build-
ing a movement to support and 
promote the Colorado Health Care 
Cooperative.

In a statement made by Bill 
Semple, President of Co-operate 
Colorado, “The Cooperative will 
improve the delivery of health 
care. There will be  shift in focus 
from treating disease to maintain-
ing health. Providers, dealing with 
one system, will be freed from the 
bureaucratic nightmares of mul-
tiple insurers as well as dealing 
with patients with no insurance. To 
learn more and give support, see:  
HealthCareforAllforLess.org. We 
can make history happen.”

Co-operate Colorado is funded 
by donations.

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV



by Kelly Hart
Last spring I built a simple 

cold frame to get an early start 
on plants to set out into the main 
garden later, and also as a place to 
keep some plants that particularly 
love warmer weather.  It worked 
very well for these purposes, pro-
viding tomatoes, cucumbers, cau-
liflower, squashes, peppers, egg-
plants and many other veggies in 
abundance.

Then this last Winter Solstice 
we decided to experiment with 
planting in the cold frame again, 
just to see if was possible to use it 
in the winter for growing food. As 
a sort of control, we also planted 
seeds in the adjacent greenhouse 
at the same time. We chose mostly 
cool season plants, such as lettuce, 
arugula, peas, bok choy, kale, rad-

ishes, etc. that we knew could take 
a light frost. 

It turned out to be particu-
larly cold weather, with several 

weeks when it never got above 
freezing outside and with many 
nights in the minus teens and 
down to minus thirty here in Ca-
sita Park where we live. This, com-
bined with the shortest days of the 
year, made for harsh growing con-
ditions to say the least. 

The seeds were understand-
ably slow to germinate, but nearly 
all of them did eventually push 
their tender little feelers into 
the crisp air. Now, less than two 
months later, we are eating salad 
greens daily and will be getting 
peas soon.

The surprising thing to me is 
that the cold frame is actually out-
performing the greenhouse . . . and 
this is with a hot tub kept above 
100° most of the time in the green-
house! Why would this be? I’ll tell 

you the secret: basic passive solar 
design.

As you might be able to tell 
from the accompanying photos, 

the cold frame 
has a wall of large 
stones stacked 
against the north 
side, which is also 
the insulated foun-
dation wall for the 
greenhouse. These 
stones absorb heat 
from the sun all 
day long (even 
on overcast days) 
and hold the heat, 
gently releasing 
it throughout the 
night. 

Another un-
seen trick to the 

design is that I buried about two 
feet of 1 1/2” rigid insulation in 
the ground around the perimeter 
of the cold frame. This effectively 
isolates the frozen ground outside 
the cold frame from cooling the 

soil inside. Even when the air tem-
perature inside the frame might 
go below freezing, I don’t think the 
soil did. At night, I also place in-
sulation panels on top of the cold 
frame to help keep it toastier in 
there.

My cold frame is roughly 16 
feet long, 3 feet wide and 2 feet 
high in the back, tapering to 18 
inches in the front. The top is 
made of two lids that are hinged in 
the back so they can be lifted and 
secured up against the greenhouse 
wall if necessary, or propped open 
to ventilate the space. Depending 
on what you might want to grow in 
such a cold frame, it could be built 
higher to accommodate larger 
plants. During the summer when 
I had peppers and eggplants grow-
ing in the cold frame, I just left 
the lid open all of the time, so the 
plants grew beyond the height lim-
its. The total cost of the materials 
for this was about $250, mostly for 
the 3/8” twin wall polycarbonate 
glazing, which I picked up at SLV 
Building Components in Alamosa.

Ordinarily, I wouldn’t ad-
vise that people plant seeds in the 
dead of winter; had I planted ear-
lier, I would have been enjoying 
salad greens much sooner. What 
is exciting to me about this experi-

ment with my cold frame is that it 
proves that it is possible to grow 
food in our climate year round, 
without any heat other than that 
provided by the sun.

I installed a wireless ther-
mometer gauge inside the cold 
frame that has a readout on my 
desk, where I monitor the temper-
ature frequently. If it rises close to 
100°F. I will go out and prop open 
the top of the cold frame to allow 
ventilation to keep from cooking 
the veggies. I enjoying keeping 
track of this, and it is easy since 
I am home most of the time. But 
if circumstances were different, I 
could install a simple thermostati-
cally controlled ventilation system 
to keep the cold frame from over-
heating.

On a frosty day when I opened 
the lid of the cold frame to water 
or harvest veggies, the steamy 
interior air would spill over the 
sides. That wonderful warm, hu-
mid environment is perfect for the 
little plants. They are happy . . . 
and that makes me happy!
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A passive solar 
cold frame

Zana Hart picking greens.

Instant salad!

Cold frame filled with fresh greens

This is the finished cold frame situated on the south side of our greenhouse.



Mercury is still retrograde in 
Pisces. This began on February 23. 
There’s an attraction to hibernation, 
which would be the ideal with Mer-
cury retrograde:  to be able to dream 
and fantasize, then come out of it 
when Mercury goes direct on March 
17 and write a novel or a book of 
fanciful short stories. However, we 
live in a world where we’re drawn 
out to participate, and pay the bills.  
Speaking of paying the bills, Jupiter 
will be in a difficult aspect with Sat-
urn from March 18-27. This aspect 
took place in December 2012. Jupi-
ter also aspects Pluto, another chal-
lenging aspect which will also affect 
us financially. March 23- April. The 
best advice is to be thrifty in new 
ways you hadn’t discovered before.  
It’s creative.

 March 1 starts off just fine 
with the Sun in a positive aspect to 
Saturn and Pluto. This is an incredi-
ble offering from the cosmos for all of 
us to organize and plan out a strat-
egy for health, security and stability. 
The planets are helping us. If you 
have a spiritual discipline that you 
are embracing daily . . . keep it up. 
Anyone who was born between July 
2-4 (with Sun in Cancer) of any year 
will surely benefit most profoundly 
at this time. If your physical body 
needs support and healing, you will 
indeed find the comfort you’re seek-
ing.

 March 2-3 Venus is awkward-
ly aspecting Uranus bringing out the 
need for self expression through art 
or performing with others in a spon-
taneous way.

 March 3-4 Venus is awkward-
ly aspecting Jupiter which is a per-
fect time for a party or social event, 
just be careful not to over indulge. 
The Sun and Mercury are close to-
gether in Pisces focusing your mind 
on the past and what might have 
been if you had chosen differently.

 March 4-7 Mercury and Venus 
are close together in Pisces and are 
nicely aspecting Saturn and Pluto. 
Transformative energies are re-
leased through creativity.  Writing 
a unique type of healing/natural/
herbal cookbook would be one way 
of manifesting this energy. Cooking 
with healing herbs for those in need 
of your nurturing care would ben-
efit others.  They’ll feel the love that 
you’re putting into it.

With many planets in Pisces 
right now there is a call for help. The 
planets in Pisces are: the Sun, Mer-
cury, Venus, Mars, Chiron and Nep-
tune.  If you ever wanted to learn to 
transmit healing energy this is the 
time to do so.

March 7-9 it’s likely that 
you’re trying to do too much with 
Mercury and Jupiter in a challeng-
ing aspect. You might be so flexible 
that you are a bit too relaxed about 
meeting someone when you said you 
would. That person may still be there 
waiting for you; meanwhile you’ve 
bumped into someone you haven’t 
seen in ages and you’ve forgotten all 
about the other person, waiting.

March 11 the New Moon will 
take place at 1:51pm with the Sun 
and Moon at 21° of Pisces. This New 
Moon brings out passion for group 
gatherings with a spiritual philo-
sophical foundation of camarade-
rie. The month ahead will find you 
drawn to finding answers to deep 
philosophical questions about life 
and the universe.  New discoveries 
will present themselves in the media 
in the next 29 days. Also, Mercury 
is in a positive aspect with Uranus, 
stimulating your intuition.

March 12 Mars enters Aries, 
where Mars is at home. With Mars 
in Aries our physical energy is in-
creased, greatly. The trick with this 
position of Mars is to know when to 
stop. There’s the risk of overdoing it 
because you have so much energy 
and eventually end up exhausted. 
Mars will remain in Aries until 
April 20.  The Moon will be in Aries 
and conjunct Mars today from 1:30-
4:30am which suggests a huge blast 
of energy. Wonder if you can sleep?

March 15 the Sun is in a chal-
lenging aspect with Saturn, known 
to promote worrisome thoughts. It’s 
likely that you are experiencing ob-
stacles and delays that are finding 
you frustrated. With Mars in Aries 
you’re more impatient than usual. 
Fortunately Mars is making a posi-
tive aspect to Neptune which encour-
ages you to give more to help others 
and put thoughts of self aside.

March 17 Mercury will be 
turning direct at 2:03pm.  Sometimes 
it takes a few more days for the ob-
stacles and delays to quit acting up. 
It’s important to have balance be-
tween action and repose. Hopefully 

you’ve had insights and are ready to 
incorporate them into your life.

 March 18-27 Jupiter is in an 
awkward aspect with Saturn which 
is not good for the economy. This 
aspect also took place in December. 
I remember it well as being a wor-
risome time economically, something 
about falling off the fiscal cliff which 
we almost did.

 March 18 Venus is awkwardly 
aspecting Saturn which is known to 
bring about disappointments. This is 
due to “attachment to outcome.”

 March 18-19 Mercury is in a 
favorable aspect with Mars. Speak 
out and share your ideas and in-
sights. Your mind is sped up.

 March 20 the Sun enters Ar-
ies, which is considered by some to 
be the beginning of the year. Aries 
is the first sign of the zodiac, always 
ready to begin new projects. There’s 
no holding back enthusiasm for bril-
liant new ideas and innovations. The 
Sun will enter Aries at 5:02am.

 March 20-22 Mars is now con-
junct Uranus in Aries. If you love to 
drive fast, go to the track, but stay 
off the road with that passion. This 
aspect could be incredibly potent for 
new inventions and new directions. 
It also signifies a time to be careful 
in order to avoid accidents as this 
energy is so fast and so impulsive. 
Please be aware and put full atten-
tion into the moment you’re in. Mars 
and Uranus bring out the rebellious 
side in human being.  Free thinking 
individualists who refuse to conform 
may perhaps have a clearer vision, 
but because of a demanding reckless 
approach perhaps are not appreciat-
ed for the brilliant insight they carry. 
This aspect could have a profound af-
fect on Egypt.

Maybe the Occupy Movement 
will be more visible again.  I know for 
a fact the movement has not died out. 
I’ve done research on the internet.

 March 21 Venus enters Ar-
ies. This placement of the planet of 
romantic love and attraction finds 
individuals falling madly in love, for 
a day, or a week, with much passion 
and playfulness. 

 March 22-24 the Sun is nice-
ly aspecting Neptune, a spiritually 
uplifting time which could produce 
some incredible works of art, poetry 
and music.

 March 23-April 2 Jupiter will 
be in a challenging aspect now with 
Pluto. This aspect affects our econo-
my due to religious differences. The 
law will have to step in to find a bal-
ance rather than the overpowering 
sense of “might is right” with reli-
gious leaders demanding that things 
go their way.

 March 24 Venus is in a posi-

tive aspect with Neptune inspiring 
telepathic synchronistic experiences 
to occur which are enriching and find 
you smiling. Your innate inner pas-
sion and joy are inspiring your ac-
tions.

 March 24-26 Mars in Aries 
is in a fine aspect with Jupiter and 
Pluto offering us all a huge jolt of 
enthusiasm and physical energy and 
motivation. Just be careful not to get 
too fanatical about “being right.”

 March 25 Mercury is nicely 
aspecting Uranus nudging you to 
trust intuition and not accept eve-
rything you hear. Question. Mars is 
awkwardly aspecting Saturn bring-
ing its usual frustration with slow 
speed when you’re ready to make 
things happen, fast. Make sure that 
you have good music in the car in 
case you get stuck in a traffic jam.

 March 26-29 Mercury is as-
pecting 3 planets! Mercury is now 
in aspect with Jupiter, Saturn and 
Pluto. Anyone who loves to write will 
benefit from taking time out now to 
utilize this spark of brilliance being 
offered to us cosmically. Your mind 
is open and eager to learn and un-
derstand and integrate knowledge 
into your life. The Sun and Venus 
are conjunct Uranus in Aries. A new 
trend in art and fashion will take 
place. We’re moving into a new phase 
of artistic expression, something we 
haven’t seen before.

March 27 the Full Moon takes 
place at 3:28am with the Moon in 
Libra and the Sun in Aries close to 
Uranus.  This Full Moon is aspect-
ing Pluto. Fasten your seats belts for 
this one! We may be hearing more 
news from Egypt at this point—they 
are still focused on creating a demo-
cratic society there. More revolution? 
Could be.

Notice how you feel—it might 
be similar to wanting to turn things 
upside down and finding a better 
way that hasn’t been tried before.

March 29-31 the Sun and Ve-
nus are aspecting Saturn and Pluto. 
Can you forgive yourself for past 
relations when you didn’t have clar-
ity about your needs and priorities? 
This is a time for moving forward in 
love without guilt or past experienc-
es getting in the way of really seeing 
the other person, as they are.

 March 30 the Sun and Venus 
are in a challenging aspect with Sat-
urn. Try not to be self-critical—it 
could block the flow of creativity.

Ananur Forma lived in Cre-
stone from 1996-2003.  She now 
resides by the ocean in Rockland 
Maine. 207-594-2565, www.Astrolo-
gyWithAnanur.com, ananur@Astrol-
ogyWithAnanur.com.
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Astrologically Speaking
             � � � with Ananur

(mountain time zone calculated)

DAVIN RUDE’S 
Tune Ups & More
Now located in Moffat

Offering Mechanical and Auto Glass
Fast, Friendly, Affordable and Best of all - Local!

Free Estimates!

Mobile: 719 937 3195  / Garage: 719 256 4426

All makes and models / Specializing in foreign cars
Service calls and roadside assistance
Pick up and delivery available
Lots of great references

Complete Automotive, Light Truck & 4x4 Service 
with the Latest in Diagnostic Equipment

Jeff Escheman, Owner
6778 S Hwy. 17   •   Alamosa, CO 81101

(719) 589-5489   •   (719) 589-1749
587-9055 (Fax)



by Kim Malville
Almanac
Jupiter continues to dominate 

the evening skies. It is in the constel-
lation of Taurus close to Aldebaran, 
the red eye of the Bull. A large trape-
zoid is formed by Jupiter, Aldebaran, 
Betelguese and Capella.  

March 1-2: Saturn rises about 
11pm close to the waning moon, and 
they travel together throughout the 
night. Saturn lies between Virgo and 
Libra and is retrograding.

March 7-10: Comet Pan-
STARRS may become visible to the 
naked eye. Look low in the west just 
after sunset.

March 10: Daylight savings 
time starts at 2am.

March 12-18: This should be 
the best time to view Comet Pan-
STAARS.

March 20: Vernal equinox, 
when the sun moves into the north-
ern hemisphere of the heavens: 
5:02am.

March 28, 29: The moon, 
slightly past full, is close to Saturn.

Comet PanSTARRS
“Comets are like cats. They have 

tails and they do precisely what they 
want.” David Levy

This may be the best comet in 
our skies in years at our latitude. 
Its funny name comes from the tel-
escope that discovered it: the Pano-
ramic Survey Telescope And Rapid 
Response System of the University 
of Hawaii. This new telescope is de-
signed to detect asteroids and comets 
that come near and possibly threat-
en the earth. Ironically it missed the 

asteroid that 
exploded over 
Russian on Feb 14. The telescope 
was first put into operation in May 
2010 and since then has detected 
more than 4000 previously known 
asteroids and 7 completely new ones. 
It has also discovered 9 supernovae 
and, of course, one comet. This new 
comet is falling toward the sun out of 
the Oort Comet Cloud, where it has 
been hiding from view for 4.5 billion 
years. Never before has it felt the 
heat of the sun, and there’s no telling 
how it will behave. These new comets 
have coatings of volatile substances, 
which may evaporate quickly, cause 
a rapid increase in brightness, and 
then fade.  It will come closest to the 
sun on March 10, passing within 
28 million miles of the sun, well in-
side the orbit of Mercury. By then it 
should  have grown a long tail. Pre-
dictions of its brightness after March 
12 have varied from Venus to the 
stars of the Big Dipper, but it will 
make March a very special month. 

Russia’s tiny asteroid
The object that exploded over 

Russia last month was a tiny as-
teroid that measured roughly 45 
feet across, weighed about 10,000 

tons, and traveled 
about 40,000 mph. 
The object vapor-
ized 15 miles above 
the surface of the 
Earth, causing a 
shock wave that 
triggered the glob-
al network of lis-
tening devices that 
was established 
to detect nuclear 
test explosions. 
The force of the 
explosion was be-
tween 300 and 500 
kilotons, some 30 
times larger than 
the Hiroshima 
explosion. Some 
1500 residents of 
Chelyabinsk were 
injured, mostly due 

to flying glass. Damages are esti-
mated at $33 million due to the sonic 
shock striking the city and causing 
walls to collapse. 

The fact that the asteroid hit on 
the same day that we were expecting 
the close passage of a larger asteroid 
is an extraordinary coincidence. The 
smaller asteroid was traveling in a 
very different trajectory and much 

more quickly, indicating that the two 
were not at all related. This is the 
largest recorded meteorite/asteroid 
explosion since the Tunguska ex-
plosion in 1908, which leveled more 
than 800 square miles of forest in 
Russia. This asteroid was too small 
and too dark for it to be detected by 
PanSTAARS. 

 Hexagon on Saturn
It’s good to have mysteries. 

The clouds of the north pole of Sat-
urn contain a very strange and un-
explained hexagon. Nobody is sure 
why. Originally discovered during 
the Voyager flybys in 1980s, noth-
ing like this has been seen anywhere 
else in the Solar System. It has last-
ed more than 20 years. Each of the 
six well defined sides are of nearly 
equal length. Four Earths would fit 
into each side. Beyond the planet in 
the photo, one can see the shadow of 
Saturn projected on its rings. 

 Shadows on Jupiter
Two dark shadows move across 

the banded and mottled cloud tops of 
Jupiter in this amazing photograph 
taken on  January 3, 2013. Of the 
four bright Galilean moons (visible 

in binoculars) Io is the smallest and 
closest to Jupiter, while Ganymede is 
the largest. Io is the most volcanical-
ly active object in the solar system. 
Its orange color is due to the sulfuric 
magma that has coated its surface. 
Were any folks living in the cloud 
tops of Jupiter, they would experi-
ence a total solar eclipse when the 
shadow passes over them. The great 
red spot is on the right hand side of 
Jupiter in this picture.

Dung beetles and the Milky 
Way

A male dung beetle tries to im-
press his favorite lady beetle by roll-
ing the biggest ball of excrement it 
can create along a straight line. Rival 
males are known to overtake their 
rivals and claim the affection of the 
waiting lady. Speed and straightness 
are vital.  It has recently been dem-
onstrated by zoologist Eric Warrant 
at Lund University in Sweden that 
these beetles, who work at night, fol-
low the light of stars and the moon. 
Their eyes are good, about 1000 
times better than honey bees. Birds, 
seals, and, yes, even humans use the 
stars to navigate, but this is the first 
time it’s been shown that insects can 
follow starlight. It turns out they are 
following the bright line of stars in 
the sky that is our the Milky Way. 
In an experiment in a planetarium 
when only the Milky Way was pro-
jected on the dome, the beetles fol-
lowed a straight line across the floor. 
When the planetarium projector was 
turned off, they rolled their dung in 
circles. Because the Milky Way is 
brighter in the southern hemisphere, 
life is good for dung beetles south of 
the equator.
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Talmath Lakai • (719) 588-8276 • future@newgenenergy.com

New 
 Gen 
Energy

Plus, you can use 
the 30% tax credit!

Visit energystar.gov

2-collector domestic hot water solar system 

Starting at $7995 for roof mount.
Includes: 2 collectors, racking,  
80-gallon high performance tank,  
pump station, glycol, piping, 
controller, & warranteed installation.

Hexagonal cloud pattern on the north pole of Saturn. 
 photo courtesy of NASA

 Jupiter with shadows of two moons, Ganymede and Io.  photo by D. Peach

Dung beetle.

Finding Chart for Comet PanSTAARS.  photo courtesy of Sky and Telescope
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by Bea Ferrigno
Water Division 3 Engineer 

Craig Cotten’s report to the Rio 
Grande roundtable (RGRT)   meet-
ing in Alamosa on February 12  was 
marginally more optimistic than in 
the previous months, with regional 
snowpack at 86% of average, about 
the same as on that date last year.  
Despite the snow brought by winter 
storm Q, however, on February 22 
the Colorado SNOTEL update map 
showed only 79% of average for 
snowpack in the upper Rio Grande 
basin (see graphic 1).   The long-
term outlook is still for less mois-
ture and warmer-than-average 

temperatures, 
as discussed at 
the RGRT meet-
ing by Taryn 
Finnessey of the 
Colorado Water 
Conservat ion 
Board (CWCB). 
To make mat-
ters worse, a  
new climate 
model (see 
graphic 2) sug-
gests snowfall is 
likely to decline 
as much as 30% 
in the Colorado 
mountains; the 
current High Country News cover 
story, “Farming on the Fringe” de-
tails efforts of of San Luis Valley 
farmers to replenish overtapped 
aquifers (graphic 3);  and even the 
New York Times is reporting on the 
extended Colorado drought: www.
http://nyti.ms/15f2SuE . Mean-
while, Subdistrict 1 is operating 
as planned while still waiting for 
a court decision and ground water 
models to support operating rules.

What to do?  It will take more 
than reduced pumping by large 
consumers to maintain agricul-
tural production by restoring aqui-

fers that have been drawn down for 
years and returning water to dessi-
cated wetlands.   Anyone interest-
ed in exploring and addressing the 
complex issues is encouraged to at-
tend a free course on all aspects of 
valley water sponsored by a group 
of area water organizations. It will 
be held evenings March 18-22 in 
Alamosa. The short application can 
be downloaded  from rgwcd.org and 
is due by March 1, today! 

While the drought has not yet 
forced many drastic changes in the 
San Luis Valley, Ms. Finnessey, a 
Drought and Climate Change Tech-
nical Specialist, reported that the 
economic and social impacts are 

being studied by the CWCB, and 
a drought task force is monitoring 
effects on agriculture. If conditions 
warrant, additional groups will ad-
dress concerns such as impacts on 
tourism, municipal water supplies, 
and fire protection.  Last year was 
the second warmest on record (by 
only 1/10th of a degree) but though 
less acreage was planted in the val-
ley, agricultural income was not ad-
versely affected because there were 
high commodity prices. A new web-
site “landing page”  will soon serve 
as a clearing house for information 
about water restrictions and other 
drought-related matters. 

February 2013 Rio Grande 
Roundtable meeting 

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

March Special
In like a lion, out like a lamb!

Crestone Telecom wishes to express our appreciation with an 
installation special for Crestone Residents

Receive $50.00 off your installation
with promo code:  MAR108 

Sign up today at www.crestonetelecom.com or call us!  719.937.7700

We are your fast, affordable, LOCAL internet provider with 
“Customizable Speeds” – you let us know what you need and we will 

design a service package just for YOU! 

We are like tenant farmers chopping down the fence around our house 
for fuel when we should be using Nature’s inexhaustible sources of 
energy -- sun, wind and tide. ... I’d put my money on the sun and solar 
energy. What a source of power! I hope we don’t have to wait until oil 
and coal run out before we tackle that.  —Thomas Edison
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Fuel safety
by Lisa Bodey
Public Education Officer
The current loss of local fuel 

availability in Crestone raises 
concerns about bulk fuel storage. 
We’ve had this happen several 
times in the busier tourist months, 
but we were only inconvenienced 
a day or two until the return of 
the fuel tanker.  Now we are faced 
with empty pumps for an indefinite 
amount of time.  This definitely in-
spired safety discussions amongst 
local volunteer firefighters and the 
community.  The potential for a 
fuel-related incident has increased 
with more people transporting fuel 
in their vehicles and storing fuel 
cans around homes and businesses. 
As responders, we will be exercis-
ing more caution when respond-
ing to motor vehicle accidents and 
structure fires. As members of this 
community our awareness of the 
situation and need for each of us to 
exercise caution as individuals is 

paramount to our wellbeing.
The first reminder we would 

like to share is to always call 911 in 
the event of an emergency so that 
your local fire department can be 
dispatched to the scene.  We real-
ize that many people will have no 
choice but to transport and store 
gasoline to run their vehicles, trac-
tors, and other small equipment 
such as generators and chainsaws, 
so we would like to share a few 
safety tips and precautions. 

Never fill a container past its 
fuel max line or 95% full to allow 
room for expansion when the can 
warms up. 

Fill portable containers on the 
ground outside to prevent overflow 
and spills within your vehicle or 
home and to give static electricity 
a ground which prevents sparks 
from igniting fuel vapors.

Do not leave containers in di-
rect sunlight. Store cans in a cool, 
well ventilated area.

Never store gasoline inside a 

vehicle or home.
Protect fuel from ignition 

sources and moisture.
Fuel should be stored in an 

isolated area, downhill and down-
wind from any ignition sources 
including buildings.  Fuel vapors 
are heavier than air and will flow 
downhill.

Have a fire extinguisher in a 
convenient location near fuel stor-
age.

Gasoline is not flammable as 
a liquid, it is very stable; however, 
when it vaporizes it turns to a gas 
and is highly flammable with ex-
plosive potential.   Gasoline cans 
and tanks that are closer to empty 
are more dangerous than full ones 
because there is more room for 
vapors to accumulate and create 
volatile pressures.  The flash point 
of gasoline is so low that it can va-
porize, ignite, and explode at just 
about any temperature.  Gasoline 
vapors travel and tend to accumu-
late in low spaces, so water heat-
ers, furnaces, stoves or other ap-
pliances with pilot lights can also 
easily ignite vapors.  

Gasoline is also one of the 
hardest fuels to store because it has 
a high vapor pressure, will evapo-
rate quickly, and go bad within a 

few weeks if not chemically treated.  
It should be treated with a BHT 
additive like Sta-Bil and protected 
from moisture. Use the standard 
color code for cans which is red for 
gasoline, blue for kerosene and yel-
low for diesel fuel.  The condition 
of your container is important—no 
holes or leaks, and make sure the 
cap fits securely. A three-can stor-
age system is the preferred method 
of choice to ensure that fuel is rea-
sonably fresh at all times and is 
portable.  A 90-day supply is typi-
cally the maximum amount that 
is recommended for storage and 
using a three-can method.  In the 
three-can method, #1 can is full, #2 
can is in use, and #3 can is empty 
and ready for refill and then each 
can gets rotated accordingly.

If you would like to learn 
more about fuel storage and safe-
ty, please visit one of the following 
websites:
 • NFPA
www.nfpa.org; 
 • American Burn Associa-
tion-Gasoline Safety
www.ameriburn.org/Preven/Gaso-
lineSafetyEducator’s Guide.pdf; 
 • Backwoods Home
www.backwoodshome.com  

S M O K E  C O L u M NCommunity information from 
the Baca Grande Volunteer Fire Department

Spring Fund Drive March 20-30, 2013 

Join KRZA this Spring,  

 on a journey of growth and change... 

1-800-290-0887 www.krza.org 

Mountain
Thyme

(719) 588-1189

Happy Saint Patty’s Day
an enchanted day to begin transforming winter’s dreams 

into summer’s magic. ~ Adrienne Cook

Water Conscious 
Landscaping and Irrigation

Free Consultations
Design/Installation

Maintenance
Tumbleweed Eradication

Weed Eating/Grass Trimming
Professional Sprinkler & Low Volume Drip Systems

Compost, Mulch & More

I can see clearly now!
Nick’s 
Professional 
Window 
Washing

Call 
Nick Drake 

Great Local 
References

256-4790
342 Santa Fe Ave.   •   Alamosa, CO 81101   •   (719) 589-9228

Fax: (719) 589-0319   •   info@oandvprinting.com   •   www.oandvprinting.com

SHAVANO IMPORTS 
& DOMESTICS

Serving all your automotive needs in the valley!
Hours:  Monday through Friday 8am - 5 pm

249 F Street, Salida
719.539.2195

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367

more at 

www.kenskoglund.com

EXCAVATING SKOGLUND
 PIT

Water/Sewer/Elec
Septic & Leach 

fields

Roadwork
Driveways

Pit Run
Cobble

Drain Rock
Road Base

Fines & More
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Our office has sold a greater volume than any other real estate office in the area.                                                                 
We have choice homes and vacant lots available. 

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated. 

719-256-4444 
34 Camino Baca Grande 

Crestone, Colorado 

Open Monday - Friday 

For a complete     
inventory of our 

residences,          
commercial & 
land listings 
with virtual 

tours & photos,      
find us online 

at: 

century21.com  

crestonerealty.com 

realtor.com 

homes.com 

yahoo.com 

trulia.com 

780 Palomino Overlook 
$520,000 

1618 Willow Creek Way 
$168,000 

Enchanted Forest B&B 
$539,000 

1453 Wagon Wheel Road 
$319,000 

    VACANT LAND LISTINGS!!  
Beautiful 2.25 acres, 5 consolidated lots in Chalet One on corner, price just reduced $48,000 

308 acres Hwy 17 Frontage, Seller will carry  -$123,200  495 Moonlight Way, High Up & Close In…. $4,900 

Several “Owner Carry” lots in the Grants and Chalets…... Call for Details!! 

88 Little Wanderlust—2.82 ac with Panoramic Views! $4,000        Lot 3266 Carefree Way –Priced for Quick Sale $2,000  Great Views! 

Two consolidated lots on private cul-de-sac, water & sewer to lot, BIG Price Reduction 3725 Enchanted Way $5,500 for two lots! 

1290 Deer Dale Trail  1.64 ac with creek running through & tall trees –Reduced from $18,000 to $8,700!!! 

Old homestead building site w/Artesian well, trees, garden, across from Moffat School bus barn, loafing shed, $60,000  

400 W Galena 
$275,000 

2684 Happy Hollow Way 
$209,900 

4408 Twinview Terrace 
$140,000 

31 Sunset Overlook 
$139,000 

FREE                          
SMART PHONE APP! 

Download the Century 21 App.  
Text C21 to  87778                             

or input app.c21.com                        
in your web browser. 

3528 Enchanted Way 
$177,000 

1271 Sycamore Road 
$235,000 

FEATURE PROPERTY! 

Under Contract 

Sold Motivated Seller! 

1202 Wagon Wheel 
$199,000 

2800 Brook Overlook 
$45,000 

35 Camino Baca Grande 
$188,500 

 Terry Smith          Shirley Motz                           
Owner Broker            Broker                    

Sold 

1279 Meadowlark Road 
$350,000 

1297 Moonlight Way 
$189,900 

1679 Kings Hill Overlook 
$287,000 

894 Camino Real 
$480,000 

Great price reduction-High on the mountain location 
everyone is looking for! This newer 2006 home is 
contemporary styled with very private  cul-de-sac 

location. Home features custom woodwork, vaulted 
ceilings, great passive solar, in floor radiant heat, and 

open flowing floor plan. Sunroom adjoins the patio 
area, that looks out on the valley below with       

complete privacy. Master bedroom features a     
custom steam room to relax after a workout or long 
day. Upstairs loft bedroom has a sitting area, and its 
own bath with   soaking tub. New fencing for pets or 

just a garden area. Sod in many of the yard areas, 
with flagstone patios. Lovely glass block wall in living 

area adds to the ambience of this quiet space.   
$297,000 

3901 Rarity Way 
$225,000 

Creek Property! 

Price Reduced 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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 Aventa Credit Union. . . In Your Interest

           Center   Crestone   Moffat   
          Colorado Springs   Pueblo

      aventa.com 
      800.555.6665

Aventa has made a commitment to continue to communicate with Saguache County on a monthly basis through The Crestone 
Eagle. Look for informational articles, promotional announcements and comments from the President/CEO of Aventa Credit 
Union.  With the intent to keep open communication as to Aventa’s direction in Saguache County, we encourage you to email us 
your financial topics of interests, questions or comments to feedback@aventa.com.  

Consolidated Financial Condition
December 31, 2012 and 2011

Sim
plify Your Life with a KISS

Aventa’s Keep It Simple Signature 
(KISS) Loan can help you consoli-
date debt, pay for home improve-
ments or take a dream vacation. 
We offer flexible terms with rates as                                                   
low as 7.49% APR* and unlike 
credit cards, when you consolidate 
your debt with a Signature Loan, 
you know exactly when your loan 
will be paid off.

Apply now and you will be 
entered** into a drawing for a 
chance to win a $200 King Soopers 
Gift Card. Plus you will receive a 
FREE CREDIT REPORT which we 
will review with you.

               To apply, visit aventa.com     
 or call 800.555.6665.

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. For a $10,000 Signature Loan for a term of 60 months with a 
7.49%APR, the monthly payment will be $200.33. Equal Opportunity Lender. Federally Insured by 
NCUA. All loans subject to approval. Rates, terms and conditions depend on qualifications. Must 
be a member or qualify for membership to receive a loan. ** You are entered into the drawing upon 
funding of loan. Visit aventa.com for rules and eligibility. Special offer ends 04.30.13. 

Institution Term APY*
Bank A 60 Months 1.25%
Bank B 60 Months 1.21%
Aventa 60 Months 1.51%

Aventa has some of the best 
IRA certificate rates around! 
Take for example, Aventa’s 
60-month Certificate rate, 
we beat our competition in 
Saguache County.

But hurry! This great rate 
won’t last long!  Call us 
today at 800.555.6665.

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield.  APY is accurate as of 02.15.2013. Please call 
800.555.6665 for current rates. Rates subject to change without notice. $10,000 
minimum deposit. Penalty for early withdrawal. Must be a member or qualify for 
membership. Aventa is not associated with or acting on behalf of Bank A or Bank B. 
Federally Insured by NCUA. 

Have You Heard?

ASSETS       December 31, 2012     December 31, 2011

Total Loans     $117,207,298    $108,003,240 
Less Allowance Loan Losses     ($1,524,502)       ($2,120,245)
Net Loans     $115,682,796    $105,882,995

Cash and Investments                                    $27,441,596        $21,804,608
Fixed Assets                          $3,986,896              $3,400,023
National CU Share Insurance Fund Deposit       $1,241,340                    $1,216,406
Other Assets         $3,540,428           $2,683,504
Total Assets     $151,893,056    $134,987,536        
                                                                                                                     
LIABILITIES, DEPOSITS AND EQUITY

Total Liabilities        $2,750,371        $1,299,069
Total Deposits     $136,395,935     $122,171,239
Total Equity       $12,746,750        $11,517,227

INCOME AND EXPENSES
 
Total Interest Income        $8,168,104        $7,918,649
Total Interest Expense         ($937,392)      ($1,208,108)
Net Interest Income        $7,230,712        $6,710,541

Total Non-Interest Income       $1,624,492         $1,484,812
Total Non-Interest Expense     ($6,830,097)      ($5,931,700)
Provision for Loan Loss        ($364,003)      ($1,380,221)
Non-Operating Expenses        ($425,686)         ($146,194)
Net Income         $1,235,418           $737,238

Federally Insured by NCUA.

mailto:feedback@aventa.com
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by Pam Gripp
Paramedic/Administrator 
Baca/Crestone Ambulance, 
E911 Authority Board Sec-

retary  
 I read Kizzen’s editorial last 

month and was taken aback by the 
person who called the newspaper to 
get the 911 number . . . Holy mack-
erel!  These days they have dogs 
trained to dial 911, so clearly I have 
not been doing my job as your E911 
Authority Board Representative.   

 The 911 system was started 
in the 1960s by the federal govern-
ment with a telephone surcharge 
of 50¢ per land line.  Now virtually 
all the United States has E911 ser-
vice.  Granted, Saguache County 
does have three separate dispatch 
systems. It could, at times, be a 
few minutes faster to call in for a 
fire response to the proper depart-
ment, but if you dial 911 and give 
them your location (i.e. Baca, Town 
of Crestone, a County address) the 
Colorado State Patrol Dispatch 
will page it out or make sure that 
the proper agency is notified.  If a 
911 call comes in to their center, 
they will immediately page their 
best guess response agency and 
get someone out the door.  For ex-
ample, if they paged out Saguache 
Ambulance in error, Saguache Am-
bulance would head out the door but 
radio back to CSP that the address 
is out of their district and to page 
the Baca/Crestone Ambulance.  Sa-
guache would continue on its way 
until it was told to stand down by 
either Baca/Crestone or Colorado 
State Patrol Dispatch.  

 Now throw cell phones into 
the mix.  There was no such tech-
nology when the 911 system began.  
Most all cell phones now have GPS 
locators in them so that when 911 
is dialed, the Phase 3 compliant 
cell phone carrier’s tower sends 
that information to our E911 call 
center and bingo . . . they know ex-
actly your coordinates and where 
the emergency is located.  Hold the 
phone . . . because of our lack of cell 
towers and anti-competitive laws, 
the San Luis Valley does not have 
that capability.  The 911 call center 
is Phase 3 Compliant but not all the 
carriers have upgraded their tow-
ers.  Verizon is one of the big ones 
that is non-compliant.  So if you are 
on Highway 17 heading towards 
Salida and you are using Verizon, 
for example, there is a really good 
chance your 911 call will go to the 
Pueblo call center that covers Chaf-
fee and Custer Counties.  Pueblo 
will then call the Alamosa Center 
and transfer the call to them.  

 All in all it’s not a bad system.  
None of them are perfect for every 
caller.  Currently E911 boards are 
looking at how to integrate VoIP 
(Voice over Internet Providers) and 
texting into the system.  The VoIP 
providers not only don’t have to pay 
for 911 service but the addressing 
coordinates are bizarre.  I have a 
daughter on that system and the 
caller ID shows phone numbers 
from all over the United States.

 Bottom Line . . . If you have an 
emergency and aren’t sure, dial 911 
and our Alamosa Call Center will 
get help on the way.

Who ya gonna call? 911

vital signs
Baca/Crestone Ambulance News

h

3510 ENCHANTED: 3 br, 2 bath, 1833 sf.  
Spacious rooms, large master br & two tankless 
water heaters for hot water & central heat. Nice 
location & lot. $139,000 now $119,000.

 www.CrestoneRealEstate.net 
Tel (719) 256-5800    116 S. Alder Street, Suite D

Vivia Lawson
Realtor ®
(719) 480-9384 - cell

Your Dedicated and
Attentive Agent

Vivia works for you.

958 MEDITATION OL:  3 br, 2 bath.  
Close-in, private, meticulously maintained, 
energy-wise, bright, creative touches. Solar 
in-floor heat with electric backup. $218,000

4327 TRANQUIL WAY:  Sweet custom 
2-story hexagon log home, private greenbelt/
creek location. Upstairs master, expansive 
views, adjacent lot. $189,000

Crestone

13 CAMINO DE LA PLATA: Legal duplex. 
Live in one half, rent the other, or a great 
income investment in Casita Park. Great 
opportunity. Nice! $49,000 

635C PANORAMA:   3 br, 2 bath, 1504 
sf. Bright, high ceilings, quality-built, clerstory 
windows bring in beautiful light, great floor 
plan, well maintained. Good neighborhood 
close to town.  $195,000.

 Prepare now for the spring and 
summer real estate market.
 BUYERS:  Opportunities abound throughout 
the Crestone/Baca community in beautiful homes and 
investment properties. Hire me as your Buyer’s Agent 
to be on your side throughout the purchase process.   

 SELLERS:  Call today for a listing appointment. 
As your listing agent, I will give you personal service, 
national marketing exposure through the MLS, and a 
strong voice in negotiations.  

 Whether you are selling or buying, your invest-
ment in Crestone helps to build a future for us all.

Many land listings
available online at

www.CrestoneRealEstate.net
or call 480-9384 for details

Private Hideaway!Request A Showing Today!

Convenient Chalet I Location!

Cozy, Clean & ComfyGreat Value at $119,000!

1525 E. 19TH, PUEBLO: 2 br, 1 bath, 1128 sf,
great rental and investment property, and 
charming home on large lot. Two single car 
garages, many updates. $79,000.

Opportunity in Pueblo

UNDER CONTRACT!

Located 2 miles west of Monte Vista at 3625 Hwy. 160 W.

Go digital, save a tree, and win!
Did you know you can have San Luis 
Valley Rural Electric Cooperative’s news-
letter delivered to your inbox? Visit 
www.slvrec.com and click on the link to 
sign up. If you are a co-op member, call 
customer service to have your snail mail 
subscription stopped. 

In addition to conserving resources, 
being a digital subscriber gives you a 
chance to win! Every month, SLVREC 
will randomly select one member’s name 
from the digital subscription list. The 

drawing will be held on the 10th of each month. The selected co-op member 
will receive a $25 credit on their electric bill! The winner for the month 
will be announced in the following month’s Newsboy. Be sure to sign up be-
fore June to be entered in a special drawing at the Annual Meeting for three 
$76 bill credits!

719-852-3538
800-332-7634

P.O. Box 3625
Monte Vista, CO  81144

www.slvrec.com
power@slvrec.com

TM

THE CHIMNEY DOCTOR
Squeaky Clean

Trusted, reliable service 
in the Crestone area for 5 + years

Call Scott & Lynette Tieder to make an appointment today
(719) 256-5879

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.CrestoneRealEstate.net
http://www.CrestoneRealEstate.net
http://www.slvrec.com
http://www.slvrec.com
mailto:power@slvrec.com
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by Leigh Mills 
Growing anything in the San 

Luis Valley takes effort.  Our sea-
sons are short and unpredictable.  
Drought, wind, and summer hail 
add extra challenges.  One way to 
balance the odds is to have some 
sort of covered growing structure.  
Here at the Heyoka Homestead, we 
have a small attached greenhouse 
on the south side of our house.  It 
is almost 7 years old, still going 
strong and I love it.    

It’s a very simple design made 
with locally purchased, rough-cut 
wood and thin, clear, polycarbonate 
sheeting. The greenhouse’s north 
side is attached to our house and 
is also the storage area for the ex-
tra pots, tools, and other assorted 
garden extras.  It’s shady in the 

summer and sunny in the winter 
and my favorite place to hang out, 
contemplate, and smell the dirt.  A 
good book to read for greenhouse 
design and use is Shane Smith’s 
Greenhouse Gardeners Companion.  

We have 3ft high raised grow-
ing beds that provide lots of drain-
age for whatever I want to plant.  
The sides of the beds have a wide 
ledge where I can sit, stand, or place 
trays of seed starts.  Even though 
our greenhouse is unheated, we can 
grow greens all winter long using 
row covers and straw mulch.  I’m 
a big fan of Elliot Coleman’s 4-Sea-
son Harvest and his newer book, 
Winter Harvest Handbook.  Last 
fall, I let the greenhouse go fallow 
for the cold season.  I prepped the 

beds with organic fertilizer and let 
them sit.  I also left the door, vents 
and windows open to “freeze it out”, 
a good practice that will kill bugs 
in the soil.  A downside to having 
a warm year-round growing struc-
ture is the heightened opportunity 
for bugs and disease to take hold.  
If you have a greenhouse with a 
fragile perennial, then you’d be less 
inclined to let it freeze.

This year, I started lettuce, 
spinach, and cilantro seeds to-
wards the middle of January and 
transplanted them around Febru-
ary 20.  We’re getting ready to eat 
our first salad soon!  These greens 
will also bolt and seed out later in 
the season to give me lots of seeds 
for fall planting and use next year.  
The tomato seeds I home-saved 
and planted in early February are 
sprouting well and I will be trans-
planting into bigger pots by the 
middle of March.  June tomatoes 
taste the best!

I tend to grow certain types 
of plants in the greenhouse and 
need to rotate my planting sched-
ule so the soil stays healthy.  This 
year, I’ll plant lettuce for leaf and 
seed one side and save other side 
for vine tomatoes.  Next year, I’ll 
probably not plant tomatoes in 
the greenhouse and give the soil a 
rest.  Ideally, you aren’t supposed 
to keep tomatoes in the same spot 

year after year because the soil 
could become contaminated with 
disease or bugs. What I’ve read 
recommends that you wait at least 
two-three years before planting to-
matoes in a spot where they previ-
ously grew. 

Having a greenhouse is the 
only way to get a good start on our 
season and to ensure ripe tomatoes 
and other long-season veggies by 
fall.  If you don’t have one yet, now 
is the time to research and start 
building!

As the Worm Turns
I love my greenhouse!

It was 20 degrees outside and 40 de-
grees in the greenhouse on the January 
day I prepped one of the greenhouse 
beds.  I love being able to stand on the 
side of the beds and work easily. 

These seedlings were just transplanted 
into the greenhouse.  They will be in 
shock for about a week and then start 
growing.  We’ll be eating our first salad 
by the spring equinox.

Here’s an outside view of our little greenhouse.  It’s small and it works!

TM

For the past year, San Luis 
Valley REC has been inves-
tigating the deployment 
of fiber optic cabling; first, 
to serve the electric infra-
structure the SLVREC owns 
and operates and second, to 
serve SLVREC’s members 
with telecommunications 
services. A comprehensive 
study was completed to pro-
vide the information needed 
to assess both of those needs. 
The results of that study 
have been reviewed through 
the last part of 2012 with 
SLVREC’s Board of Directors 
and now, action begins. 

In February, responses to 
a Request of Proposal (RFP) 
will be received to perform 
the design and engineering 

for the installation of a fiber 
system that will connect the 
substations SLVREC oper-
ates. This fiber system will be 
used to provide substantially 
improved communications 
for controlling the substa-
tions, provide for a commu-
nications network to replace 
the aging electric meters and 
to provide for better coverage 
of voice and radio commu-
nications vital to operating 
the electric system within the 
San Luis Valley. Also, over the 
past months there have been 
discussions with several cur-
rent telecommunications 
providers in the Valley to find 
ways where collaborating can 
make sense. 

This fiber deployment is 
crucial to the continued suc-
cess of SLVREC. The electric 
industry has changed sub-
stantially in the past decade 
with the implementation of 
energy markets, real time 
pricing, renewable energy 
portfolio standards, man-
dates on energy efficiency 

improvements and more 
aggressive demand response 
programs. These new pro-
grams all require a significant 
increase in SLVREC’s ability 
to communicate with ele-
ments of the electric system 
including meters, substation 
relays, voltage control devices 
and our members. Once this 
fiber is in place, it makes 
sense to utilize the fiber sys-
tem for the benefit of exist-
ing REC members, future 
members and other Valley 
residents and businesses. It 
will take almost two years to 
deploy this fiber backbone 
system. Once that is in place, 
SLVREC will further con-
sider how this communica-
tions system can help the San 
Luis Valley.

SLVREC has evaluated a 
fiber-to-the-premise (FTTP) 
project which will bring fiber 
to the residences of REC 
members. A project like this 
will be able to provide tele-
communications services 
that rival what is available 

First Steps

3625 US Hwy 160 W
P.O. Box 3625

Monte Vista, CO  81144

in major metropolitan areas 
today in both quality of ser-
vice and price. This part of 
the fiber project is still under 
consideration by SLVREC’s 
Board, but the feedback 
we have received from our 
members indicates there is a 
strong interest. 

SLVREC has been pro-
viding utility services to 
rural parts of the Valley for 
75 years. When no company 
was willing to put in the 
money and effort to electrify 
the ranches and farms in the 
Valley, ranchers and farms 
did it themselves. Telecom-
munications is the same—if 
our members are going to 
have the communications 
services we have all come to 
expect, we likely will have to 
do it ourselves.

Loren Howard 
CEO San Luis Valley REC

Service • Safety • Satisfaction

THE VALLEY’S HOME  
FOR THE SOAPSTONE STOVE

( 7 1 9 )  2 5 6 - 4 7 6 8
www.shangri lahstove.com

Call Nathan today to see how 
we can save you money on 

your heating bill!

Terrapin Enterprise, Inc.

Builder Since 1976

Richard & Elinor Laurie
719.256.4032

• New homes  •Additions 
•Remodels  •Decks

elinor1320@fairpoint.net
Licensed and Insured

mailto:elinor1320@fairpoint.net
http://www.shangrilahstove.com
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NEW LISTINGS!

1216C Chaparral Way $259,000
Immaculate 3bd/2.5ba custom 
home built by Keith Teahen on 
1.132acres. Beautiful master suite 
w/ elegant master bath. Located on 
quiet street.

3615C Splendid Terrace $239,000
This spacious & bright 1938sf, 
3bd/2.5ba, southwestern style 
home sits on 1.79acres. Guest 
house w/full bath + kitchenette. 
GREAT VALUE!  

375 S. Cedar  $149,000
Charming 2-story home filled with 
light, 1100sf, 2bd/1ba Conveniently 
located in downtown Crestone. Easy 
walk to stores, restaurants, bank, post 
office and Charter School.  

 

200 Cottonwood - $575,000
Curt’s Olde Country Store. 6,320sf 
retail property w/ fixtures included 
and gas pumps. Prime Downtown 
Crestone Real Estate -  
GREAT VALUE!  

UNDER CONTRACT! 

62 E. Horsetooth Trail - $399,950
Single OR dual (2000sf, 2bd/2ba & 
1550sf, 2bd/1ba) living space, 10’ 
ceilings, fine finishes, courtyard on 
3.21 acres.  

 

3435C W. Graceful Ct - $184,999
Private 3bd/2ba, 1872sf 2-story newer 
frame home on 1.467 acres in CH2 w/ 
wood floors, wood stove, good views, 
& 436sf wrap-deck.  

  

3862 Cordial Way - $169,000 
CREEK SIDE in the trees, 1352sf 
3bd/2ba bright home built in 2004. 
Upstairs Master Suite w/balcony. 
Quiet retreat setting in CH2.  

Guest House Close to new Crestone School RETAIL!

Was $219,000 Was $189,000

 

UNDER CONTRACT! 

826C Ridgeview Way - $140,000
Adorable 1bd+loft/1ba 1119sf 
(35’-diameter) monolithic dome on 
.904 acres, high in Chalet I. 
Flagstone patio.  

Bank Owned

 3486C Graceful Way–$249,000
3000+sf, 5bd/2.75ba home w. 
separate studio apartment, sun-
room, radiant floor heat, oversized 
garage, courtyard/garden, an 
AMAZING $83/sf!    

  

364 E Birch Trail–$115,000
1207sf + Greenhouse on 10+ acres 
(Lots 362-365). Horse property, 
strawbale, solar off-grid.   

Retreat Properties

WAS $1,170,000 NOW - $669,000
Residential Retreat Complex + 
strawbale home, sep. office building 
& 2 building lots. Labyrinth, gardens, 
yurt, grow dome. Beautiful!

 23 Acres!

3926 Cordial Way  NOW - $689,000 
4100sf, 4bd/3.5ba, architecturally 
designed palatial main home amid 
trees, and 550SF guest cottage. 
Over-sized 2-car garage. Beautiful!

Commercial Property

121 E. Galena - $495,000
Premiere, newly renovated dntwn 
commercial bldg, incl. upstairs apt. 
and 3 rentals 1st floor, one w/com-
mercial kitchen. Great opportunity. 

Bed & Breakfast

Willow Springs (Moffat) 
Was $349,000 NOW $299,000
9 Bd/3Ba 3600sf; includes 
everything for a turnkey operation. 
Great Well!

Price Drop! Was $155,000

$83/sf!

Studio Apartment

Off-Grid

Baca Meadows

Townhouse 6, - $199,000 
Renovated & furnished 3bd/3ba 
1622sf single-level townhouse w. 
granite tile counters, pantry, arch & 
walled courtyard.

 

Townhouse 9 - $159,000
2-story 2bd/2ba 1480sf corner 
townhouse with mountain views. 
Wrap around patio and balcony. 
Peaceful & relaxing. Immaculate 
condition.  

Town of Crestone

345 S. Cedar, Crestone - $189,000
1434sf  3bd/2ba Cottage 
Neighborhoods. Downtown 
Crestone, walk to the grocery 
stores, Post Office, bank, shopping, 
restaurants & new school.  

 

370 South Alder - $187,500
Flexible space with 5 BD/2BA or 
two separate units. 1950sf. Part of 
Cottage Neighborhoods downtown 
Crestone.

 Off-Grid Green Living

573C Cottonwood Creek Tr  $324,000
CUSTOM OFF-GRID STRAWBALE 
1855sf  2bd/1.75 on 8.59acres. 
Garage 808sf. Fine finishes. Open 
floorplan. Views. Exquisite!   

 

1381 Saddlerock Trail - $165,000 
Cute 1100sf 2bd/1ba strawbale 
home. Solar hot water, radiant heat 
bamboo floors, sunroom, views, 
courtyard.     

Baca Grande Properties

786C Panorama Way - $459,000
This Lee Mitchell custom 3bd/2ba/
SR/library/balconies ~2400sf home 
with fabulous gardens sits on 2.14 
acres w 2-car garage/studio.

 

Close to new Crestone School Single family OR Duplex

Reduced- Was $175,000

Baca Grande Properties

1234C Brookview  NOW - $459,000
Lee Mitchell custom home. 2400sf 
3BD/2.5BA/Office/attached 2 car 
garage, balconies. Magnificent 
Views.

 

 1230C N Indian Bend - $375,000
1950sf 3BD/2BA; 3.69 acres; 
1450sf garage/workshop/studio w. 
full bath, landscaped Courtyard with 
trees.  

 

1342 Badger Rd - $349,000
2bd/1.75ba/office/screen porch/ 
864sf 2-car garage. SW-style home 
on 13.5 acres. Backs to creek/trees, 
2 stalls/paddocks/pastures. 
Expansive views.   

42 C Serene Way - $319,000 
Immaculate 2500sf 3-level home 
on .98ac, 5bd/2.75ba. Walkout 
basement includes den/yoga room, 
radiant floor heat, bricked patio.  

 

1540C Willow Creek Way  
$315,000

This classic farmhouse has 3bd/ 
2.5ba, large deck w/hot tub, 2 
screen porches, hardwood floors, 
large studio w/bath & kitchenette. 

1202 Hilltop Way - $295,000
Lee Mitchell custom-built, 3bd/2ba 
home on 3-Chalet 1 lots. Fine 
finishes, radiant floor heat & framed 
views. Close to Yeshe Rangsal Retreat.  

22 Alpine Way - $295,000 
CUSTOM 3bd/2.5ba/2 car garage 
2232sf home close to town.  
Screened porch & wrap deck.  Gra-
cious Living with exceptional views!

Was $499,000 HUGE DROP! Was $499,000

 Horse Property

Was $349,000

 Detached Studio Livingroom Views

1647C Willow Creek Way - $269,000   
Brand New Terrapin Construction. 
1780sf 3bd/2ba home on 1.98 
acres with 2 decks + flagstone 
patio/walkways. Backs to Greenbelt. 
Views.    

  

1142 East Badger Rd - $254,000
Newer 3bd/2ba/carport 1460sf home 
exquisite Master Suite, high ceilings, 
many windows, open floor plan, patios 
& deck. Great kitchen, light & views!    

451C Chaparral - $239,000
1543-sf 2BD/1BA w/ sunroom, 
great room, patios, high balcony 
with views on 4 lots.  

3869C Jubilant Terrace - $235,000 
10 sided two story home on 2.08 
acres on greenbelt w. creek. Private 
cul-de-sac. 360° views/large deck. 
Possible Owner Financing  

4511C Ridgecrest Way - $225,000
Straw bale home 1.59 acres Backs 
to greenbelt and national park. 2 
adjacent building lots available.  

233CR Sweetgrass OL - $219,000
This strawbale 1792sf 2bd/1ba 
home plus loft built in 1995 on 2.24 
acres close to town with lovely 
fenced garden area. Radiant floor 
heat + woodstove.

3613C Splendid Ter. - $219,000
Southwest pueblo style w/walled 
courtyard entry. 3bd/2ba on 1 ac. 
Maple floors & cabinets, aspen ceil-
ings, kiva fireplace. Master bath w/ 
soak tub & separate shower.

New Construction  Close to Yeshe Rangsal Retreat

Was $269,000 Rooftop Deck Views!

WAS $260,000

 

 

2676C Happy Hollow Wy-$215,000
Great value on this 2bd/2ba/office 
home on .927 acre w/sustainable 
systems, grow dome, yurt, orchards 
& watering systems. Very nice.  

2681C Happy Hollow Wy $179,000
Custom 2000sf home on 1.427 
acres. 3bd/1.75ba/study or 4th bd 
w/separate entrance.  Flexible open 
floor plan. Hot tub, gardens, carport. 

1573C Kings Hill OL - $169,000
Bright 3bd/2ba renovated 1480sf 1 
1/2 level home with large 
south-facing windows & view deck 
on .84 acres. Easy access, paved 
roads.  

3485 E. Graceful Ct - $159,000
Open floor plan - 2bd/1.75 ba w/lrg 
eastern deck  Oversized kitchen, ETS 
heater, wood stove. Spacious ma 
bdrm/ba w/long soak tub. Views.  

 Sustainable!

Was $249,000

Motivated Seller

Reduced-Was $179,000

Darlene  
Yarbrough 
Owner/Broker

MARCH 2013 Listings

darlene yarbrough real estate

Helping people move forward in their lives
719.256.4198     darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com

Celebrating 17 years of Integrity, Experience & Success 
Visit our Buyer friendly Web Gallery of homes & land at:  

www.YarbroughRealEstate.com

Call us if you are thinking of  
Buying or Selling!

 719.256.4198

Was $239,000

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:darlene@YarbroughRealEstate.com
http://www.YarbroughRealEstate.com
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by Ed Lyell
Corporations and the wealthy 

have lowered their tax burdens by 
using the old fashioned military 
strategy of divide and conquer. Our 
elected governments at national, 
state, county and local levels have 
capitulated to this lose-lose game. 

A corporation will approach a 
government group and promise to 
create new jobs if only the corpora-
tion can be exempted from taxes for 
a number of years. Then when that 
time period is up the same corpora-
tion threatens to move unless the 
tax breaks are made longer term or 
permanent. Thus the basic service 
provided—roads, bridges, schools—
must be paid for by local citizens, 
not corporations. Over the decades 
this “tax increment funding”  has 
reduced the tax revenue needed to 
provide services by large amounts 
and shifted the burden from busi-
ness to individuals. 

In the 1950’s corporations 
paid enough profit taxes to provide 
almost half of all federal revenue. 
They also provided a universal em-
ployee health care and state and lo-
cal taxes. Now corporations pay less 
than 8% of the federal revenue, and 
in many communities no local taxes 
for years. To me this has become a 
major extortion game that should 
be stopped and reversed. 

Professional sports billionaire 
owners win at this terrible game. 
The billionaire owner threatens 
to move the local team to another 
county or state unless they are giv-

en government tax breaks and  local 
taxpayers promise to fund and build 
a new stadium. The cost of the sta-
dium is paid for by local taxpayers, 
yet all of the profit goes to the bil-
lionaire owners. Recently when San 
Francisco would not play this game 
the NFL Forty Niners started their 
move toward San Jose who would 
play. 

Other companies have discov-
ered that they can play the same 
game. A Wal-Mart type store or 
mall, or a production factory, will 
promise to build a new facility in a 
certain place if they are exempt from 
local taxes. When one town or coun-
ty says no, then that big corporation 
goes to a nearby city or county and 
gets the deal they want. By playing 
local governments off each other the 
corporation always wins, and the 
local citizens and small businesses 
lose. Corporations that are too big to 
fail are also too big to tax. 

The New York Times has in-
vestigated and reported that local 
governments lose over $80 billion a 
year in taxes through this corporate 
extortion. The Times analyzed more 
than 150,000 awards and created 
a searchable database of incentive 
spending, (www.nytimes.com/inter-
active/2012/12/01/us/government-
incentives.html). The Times con-
cluded that mayors and governors 
who are desperate to create jobs are 
outmatched by multinational cor-
porations. Federal tax exemptions 
and credits are created in the same 
manner when companies threaten 

to move jobs overseas if they did not 
get subsidies in the United States. 
States get played off of one another. 
A recent report stated that Shell 
Oil (A primarily Dutch multina-
tional) has been offered a tax credit 
worth as much as $1.6 billion over 
25 years from Pennsylvania, which 
competed with West Virginia and 
Ohio for an energy production facil-
ity. Royal Dutch Shell, the parent 
company, made $31 billion in profits 
in 2011—about $3.5 million every 
hour. The company’s chief executive 
made $13.1 million last year. Yet 
each pays few taxes in the USA. 

The San Francisco Chronicle 
reported that Twitter played this 
game for a win in San Francisco.  
The city exempted Twitter from 
what could total $22 million in pay-
roll taxes, and the company agreed 
to stay put. The city estimates that 
Twitter’s work force could grow to 
2,600 employees and Twitter will 
pay no city taxes. Twitter was not 
short on money — it soon received 
a $300 million investment from a 
Saudi prince and $800 million from 
a private consortium. The two inves-
tors received Twitter equity, but San 
Francisco got a different sort of deal. 

This tax avoidance and bur-

den shifting is also true for wealthy 
people who change their primary 
residence from a high-income tax 
state to a no-tax state. Top end 
professional athletes compete for 
teams in high-tax states but declare 
a home in a no-tax state. Compa-
nies like Google have a majority of 
their employees in California, yet 
make their official headquarters in 
Nevada, avoiding California taxes 
yet getting costly government ser-
vices paid for by others. Of course 
the GEs, Googles and Apples can 
play the game internationally and 
avoid paying taxes in any country 
or municipality. A logical, but scary, 
defense of wealthy corporate ex-
ecutives and investors might claim 
“why should they pay more taxes for 
roads, police and schools when this 
class now commutes by helicopter, 
have gated communities with  pri-
vate security forces, and send their 
children to private schools”. 

All of this is another major 
step in the loss of democracy and 
the middle class in America. It is a 
new top down communism by corpo-
ration. Even Sarah Palin had it fig-
ured out when she correctly called it 
crony capitalism. Books titled Con-
centrated Capitalism, Corporatism, 
Corporate Conspiracies, all describe 
the details. The US Congress, state 
and local government are all giving 
in to these corporate powers at the 
expense of the citizen majority.  

In Search of Economic Reality

Divide and Conquer

Previously sold for $300,000
2,150 square feet on wooded over one-acre lot

3 bedroom, 2 bath
Buyer may qualify for special financing with only 3% down

$199,900
Call Chet Choman @ Colorado Realty & Land Company

(719) 589-0770

BANK
REPO

Price dramatically

reduced!

“Doing it right from start to nish!” 

21Cra� Dr.     Alamosa CO 81101   (719) 589‐8940 

Partnered up with: 

 

A Division of                                                                      
WSB Computer Services, Inc.  

Crea�ng Jobs for the San Luis Valley 

NEW Electronic Recycling! 
We accept all computer components, AV equipment, 

small appliances, monitors, TV’s and Ba�eries. 

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service
by David Lindsey
It’s the season to let us 
sweep our way 
into your hearth. 

256-4400
Sponsored by Shangrilah Stove & Spa

Chimney 
Sweep 
Service

WWW.KRZA.ORG 

http://www.nytimes.com/inter-active/2012/12/01/us/government-incentives.html
http://www.nytimes.com/inter-active/2012/12/01/us/government-incentives.html
http://www.nytimes.com/inter-active/2012/12/01/us/government-incentives.html
http://www.nytimes.com/inter-active/2012/12/01/us/government-incentives.html
http://www.nytimes.com/inter-active/2012/12/01/us/government-incentives.html
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by Suzanne McGregor
First of all, we would like to 

thank those who brought snacks 
to our Valentine’s Open House last 
month.  Over eighty individuals at-
tended the event that celebrated 
the library’s love for our patrons!  
We think that folks enjoyed “A 
Blind Date With A Book” (wrapped 

up books that concealed their ti-
tles).  Many were checked out by 
folks willing to take a risk!

As mentioned in our article 
last month, our new AspenCat au-
tomation system is now in place.  In 
addition to patrons having control 
of their personal library account on-
line (seeing what items are checked 
out and when they are due, renew-
ing and putting holds on items), it 
is now possible to download free 
ebooks to your computer and/or 
other devices (like iPads, eReaders, 
phones, etc.).  All you need to do is 
download the appropriate “Reader 
App” and you are set to view and 
download books from the 3M eB-
ook Collection.  You can check out 
three books and have five on hold 

at a time.  They are checked out for 
21 days and can be renewed if there 
are no holds on the item.  After 21 
days, they are no longer available 
on your device.  In consideration of 
other patrons, please check them 
in if you are done early.  Sorry, but 
they cannot be downloaded using 
library computers.

The four new desktop comput-
ers are installed with the Ubuntu 
operating system. According to the 
developers, they selected the name 
“Ubuntu” because it is an African 
word that means both “humanity 
to others” and “I am what I am be-
cause of who we all are.” The word 
emphasizes the nature of Ubuntu 
as a free, community-driven (open 
source) operating system.  It re-

quires no virus protection, comes 
with a word-processing program 
(Libre) that reads Microsoft Office 
programs, and a password protec-
tion feature that keeps them “fro-
zen” to library settings.  The two 
new laptops for public use are in-
stalled with Windows 7 for those 
who prefer the traditional system.

Reminder:  In order to re-
ceived automated messages with 
information about items that are 
coming due, please give us your 
email address so that we can add 
it to your account.  The service is 
active immediately.

Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 11:30am-
5pm; Saturday 10am-2pm.

L O C A L  L O D g i n g
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

Welcome 
Baca Townhouse No. 9

             Two . Two . Two
Floors . Bedrooms . Baths
Accommodates two guests

In each of the two bedrooms
In a gentle and relaxed setting
$60 each bedroom each night

Internet Access/WiFi
Near the Desert Sage

Or an easy walk into Crestone    
Whitney Strong, 719.256.4242

 Everyday, 9 am - Noon
whitneystrong@fairpoint.net

Advanced Reservations a Must

...
Fully furnished Downtown Crestone

1 and 2 bedroom apartments
• Reasonable weekly and monthly rates

• cable • WiFi • smoke-free
• Call now for reservations 

719-256-5788
www.casadelsoul.net

Casa del Soul
Lodging

•    Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom units,     
 with individual bathrooms
•    Fully furnished kitchens
•    Spacious and Private
•    Beautiful views 
•    Long-term, Group, and Off-season    
 Rates Available

crestonebaca@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonebacagrande
accommodations.com

Reserve your breathing space today!

“Lucky You” 
to experience 

Crestone 
with us!

The Happy Hollow Vacation Rental
• 1 1/2 stories, sleeps 6 • Coffee, tea, full kitchen
• Reasonable rates • Cozy, private, & charming 

• Catered meals & baked goods available
Contact Lynette  719/256-5879  scottcrestone@yahoo.com

Email: collcrestone@gmail.com 
Web:  www.collhouse.com

Enchanted Forest Bed &Breakfast
Rest, relax & rejuvenate in this magically enchanting setting

Call Anne 719-256-5768 • www.enchantedforestcrestone.net • enchantedforestcrestone.weebly.com

  Ideally located
  Amazing mountain views
  Quiet, cozy & comfy
  Private gardens
  Ideal for retreats
  Energy Healings on-site
  Pet Friendly
  Full kitchen, WiFi & Direct TV

Retreat Accommodations 
Sunlit, airy master suite & lg. bedroom

2 full baths, kitchen privileges, walk to town
inexpensive weekly & monthly rates
Call (719) 256-6010 or (719) 937-1115

P.O. Box 88 • 83 North Baca Grant Way • Crestone, CO 81131 
719-256-4917 • sriaurobindolc@gmail.com • sriaurobindolc.org
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by Dorje Root
Our native willows here in 

Crestone are the shrub variety, 
rather than full trees.  There are 
several species which can cross 
pollinate—making it difficult to 
positively identify the species.  Our 
willows grow along the creeks inter-
spersed with red osier dogwood, also 
called “red willow” but not an actual 
willow.  Someone unfamiliar with 
our narrow-leaf cottonwoods might 

mistake them for willows.  Willows 
bloom in the spring with catkins 
(think pussy willow) that emerge 
just before the leaves come out.  

Willows grow worldwide near 
water sources, or in wet soil.  They 
can easily be started by sticking a 
cutting into wet ground.  I have seen 
a beautifully crafted arched willow 
garden-gate take root and begin to 
grow leaves, adding to the magic of 
that particular garden.

Medicinally, willow has been 
used for pain and inflammation.  
Containing salicylic acid, it was the 
precursor to aspirin, and like as-
pirin, can irritate the lining of the 
stomach if not used carefully (com-
bined with other herbs or taken af-
ter eating).  The inner bark, twigs, 
and leaf are the parts used. The 
best time to gather willow is in the 
spring, when the sap is rising from 
the roots to the budding leaves. 
When using the bark or inner bark 

of a tree, take a few smaller branch-
es in their entirety, sparing the tree 
as a whole.  The fresh or dried plant 
parts can be tinctured in alcohol, or 
decocted to make medicine.  They 
can also be used as a compress or 
poultice for painful or injured limbs. 
Willow, like its cousin aspen, can be 
very useful for the pain associated 
with urinary tract infections.

Willow has been used tradi-
tionally wherever flexibility was 

needed, such as in the making of 
a sweat lodge, or the weaving of a 
basket.  This flexibility is one of the 
strongest characteristics of willow.

Willow as a flower essence is 
used to clear resentment.  And in 
Plant Spirit Medicine it is one of the 
plants that helps balance the wood 
element, which is associated with 
springtime.  The emotion connected 
to the wood element is anger, so in 
both systems willow, in its flexibil-
ity, helps to soften the rigidity of an-
ger or resentment. 

To go deeper with willow, see 
Haps for information on the Willow 
Wisdom workshop this month with 
Láné Sáan Moonwalker.

Dorje Root is an herbalist and 
natural healer, also working with 
Plant Spirit Medicine, Intuitive En-
ergy Healing and ‘The Journey’ cel-
lular healing.  For an appointment 
call 719-937-7786 or visit www.root-
sofhealing.com

by Peter Anderson
Other than a blue hole off to the west, from which a late afternoon 

sun throws a promised-land glow over the hills south of Del Norte, we are 
driving under a woolen gray February sky. Crossing over the Rio Grande, 
gusts of Wolf Creek wind carry billowing sheets of snow down the frozen 
river toward the ranch where my daughter and I are headed.

Several miles east of Del Norte, we turn off the highway and follow 
the signs—old-fashioned white figure skates dangling from fence posts and 
pasture gates—to the river. There we find several people standing around 
a fire, a little girl roasting a marshmallow, someone cooking brats and chili 
on a nearby grill, an assortment of grown ups and kids skating between 
two home-made hockey goals, and a pack of ranch dogs circling the com-
motion and chasing the puck, all of this out on a shoveled-off rink of Rio 
Grande river ice.

Pond hockey, or in this case river hockey, gets in your blood. It has 
been in mine for a long time. And now as I sit down on a log bench to 
lace up my blades, and I hear skates carving up the ice and sticks slap-
ping pucks, I flashback briefly to a frozen scene some forty-five years ago: 
I’m with a good pal, long strong striding into the great beyond of a glassy 
black-iced lake, sliding the puck back and forth across the smoothness of it 
all, faster and further, faster and further, world without end, amen. 

I could live in that flashback, but duty calls and I help my daughter 
lace up her skates. I grab her a short stick and show her how to lean on 
it for balance.  She’s a little wobbly, but she’ll do fine. So I grab myself a 
stick out of the pile and soon we are out in the fray.  And it’s slapstick, slap-
stick, and poke away the puck. And it’s weave left, weave right, and steer 
through a maze of long legs and short legs. I forget, for a short while, that 
I am now 57 and out of shape. 

This ice, like any natural freeze, as opposed to the Zambonied surface 
most skaters are used to, has its own topography—bumps, ripples, criss-
crossing fissures, mushy edges. I relearn this as I get the puck on a fast 
break and catch a blade in a soft spot, flying face first into a snowbank. 
“Yeah, it’s a little soft over there,” say one of my teammates.  

All too soon, the sun has gone down “Where’s the moon when you 
need it?” I hear someone say. By now our silhouetted herd of puck-chasers 
has thinned out and we part ways even more to let the little skaters make 
some memories. My daughter gets the puck and slaps and whiffs and slaps 
and whiffs and then shoots again. Score!! 

I will learn on the drive home that this game is now in her blood too. 
Yes, I tell her, we will play again soon.

Everyone should have a river they can skate away on.

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
                       by Dorje Root

Willow (Salix spp.)

Willow blossoms

Casa de Arte Retreat & Home
Julie Mordecai, proprietor

719.580.0379
http://vrbo.com/130689

Lovely, warm & inviting 
3-bedroom home

For Sale  $250,000

http://www.root-sofhealing.com
http://www.root-sofhealing.com
http://www.root-sofhealing.com
http://vrbo.com/130689


Houses & Property for Sale

Stupa House for Sale
5 Bed 3 bath Eagle view next to 
mountain, 2.5 acres 2700 sq feet Owner 
financing, realtors welcome 345k, 719-
256-5439

An acre & a half. Make an offer
Three 1/2 acre lots. Baca chalet 2. 
Tap fees paid taxes and POA fees up 
to date. Yes, it will cost to bring water 
to lot, but these lots can be a steal 
for someone with future plans…Call 
us and make a reasonable offer to 
consider…7074590725…

GREAT LOTS FOR SALE
GREAT LOTS FOR SALE. Chalet 
II, lot 2212, Spanish Creek Frontage! 
Tap paid, WS, $13,900. Chalet I, lot 
574, greenbelt, spectacular views, 
WS, $10,000. Lot 528, Panorama & 
Moonlight, WS, $3000. OBO. Call 256-
5015.

OWNER FINANCING – 
REDUCED

2010 price was $345,000, final reduced 
price: $249,000. For sale by owner 2 
story, 207 Moonlight, Chalet 1, Views, 
4Bd, 3 Bath, R40-R60, non toxic, dbl 
carport, trex dek, Owner financing w/ 
large down, 7% Call 505-753-5853

Priced to sell!
Lot #873 Baca Grants. Incredible views 
of  Sangre de Cristos, Sand Dunes and 
Mt. Blanca. 3.38 acres. All taxes & dues 
current. $3500. woodmandesign@
fairpoint.net; 719-937-3767.

1/2 Acre Lots for Sale by Owner 
*Amazing Views!

Great opportunity to get your 
Sacred Site Now! Amazing views of  
mountains & valley. High Vibration 
with special connection to the Fairy 
& Elemental energies. 719-256-5768 
/ annekellycrestone@yahoo.com / 
enchantedforestcrestone.weebly.com

Creek Lots
2 Lots for sale on Spanish Creek 
greenbelt, lot 2833 & 2834 on Carefree 
Way, all fees and dues are up to date. 
Water and sewer on street. 30K or best 
offer. (608)347-5030

Commercial Property at the 
front door of  Baca Grande

For Sale by Owner, Camino Baca 
Grande Professional Center – Income 
producing. Serious inquiries only. 
(719)256-5798, (719)480-9929 or 
(808)255-4046.

Houses for Rent

Looking for Solitude?
Spacious1BD-1BA and 2BD-1.5BA 
houses. Beautiful wood interior, passive 
solar/earth heat, adobe brick floors. Lease, 
serious meditators: privacy/solitude. 719-
256-4645 soularquest@fairpoint.net

Fully Furnished Fairy House
2 Bedroom, 1 full bath, Valley and 
Mtn. views. Nightly B&B, weekly 
and long term. 719-256-5768, www.
enchantedforestcrestone.net / 
annekellycrestone@yahoo.com

Stupa House for Rent
Stupa House 5BD 3BA home Chalet 
II, near upper stupa & Vajra Vidya next 
to the mountain. ELF efficient heaters. 
Can be rented fully furnished/$1290 or 
unfurnished/$1190. Lease 719-256-5439.

Spacious Rental with Great 
Amenities

Lovely, quiet. thoughtfully furnished 
strawbale home. Retreatant & family 
friendly, large loft w/ 1 King + 2 twins, 
sleeps 4 + l.r. futon couch/bed, sundeck 
views, WiFi, TV, stereo. Nightly, weekly. 
719-256-4498. kaibeetch@gmail.com, 
www.beetchhouse.com

Retreat Home, Great Views
Art-filled 3BD retreat $500-$700 week. 
Fully furnished, in the Baca, Chalets I. 
Great views, quiet, great for long term 
stays! 719-580-0379. Monthly rates 
available.

Vintage Lightly Furnished 
Rental

Quaint 2 bdrm home on 40 acres. 
1 bath, sunny kitchen, dining/living 
rooms. Hardwood floors & 360 degree 
views. Near Valley View & Joyful 
Journey, 30 minutes from Crestone. 
$600/mo + utilities. Call 719-221-8931 
or email rentinthevalley@gmail.com

Beautiful Home For Rent
Beautiful Home for Rent. 1 BD + 
Office/2nd BD, 2 BA. Radiant floor 
heat w/ETS + wood stove. Hard 
wood floors, stunning views, covered 
balcony. Private & quiet location near 
Cottonwood Creek. No smoking, pets 
negotiable. $775/month + utilities, 
deposit. Unfurnished or partially 
furnished. Call 256-5015 or 588-8727. 
Available April 1st.

Very Nice Place!
Split level! Mobile in casita park, well 
insulated thermo pane windows, 3bd 
2ba, laundry on paved road. Very nice 
place, $525 256-5334. CALL AFTER 
DARK.

Spacious & Very Livable Home 
for Rent

Spacious & very livable 3BD/2BA home. 
Lovely living room, master bedrm w/walk-
in closet. Kitchen and Dining area opening 
onto deck. Laundry/Utility rm. $650/mo 
plus util. 1 mo.’s rent plus 1 mo. security. 
Contact: Victoria -almightyvictory@aol.
com, 973-722-4130.

Retreat house for rent
Peaceful spacious 1 BR (900 sq ft) on 
70 acres of  sacred, blessed land with 
sweeping views. Passive solar heating, 
backs onto creek. $700 + utilities. 707-
336-0777.

Awesome, Private Retreat.
SECLUDED HOME ON 
COTTONWOOD CREEK. Spacious, 
furnished, one bedroom,deck,views. 
No dogs or smokers. $750 plus utilities. 
References,first,last & deposit required 
for this pristine home. 719-256-5129

Apartments/Rooms/Misc. for Rent

Downtown Crestone winter only
Casa del Soul: 1 and 2 bedroom fully 
furnished non smoking apartments. 
Cable, internet, utilities provided. 1bd 
& 2bd 719-256-5788.

Housemate Wanted
Unfurnished Bedroom, private 
bathroom. $325/mo; utilities included. 
Call Michael 480-5703

Studio/Cottage for Rent
Large, Fully furnished studio-cottage. 
Private patio & entrance, beautifully 
appointed, wifi, Direct TV, washer/
dryer available, quiet, comfy, cozy. 
All utilities included. $650/mo, 
call for short-term rates. 719-256-
5768, enchantedforestcrestone.net / 
annekellycrestone@yahoo.com

The Dome Home: Rooms to 
Rent

Beautiful Shared Women’s Space in a 
Private House, Full Kitchen-Laundry-(2), 
Shared Baths-WiFi, No Contract, Utilities 
Included, Non smoking, Quiet, No Pets. 
Call for rates by day, week or monthly 
rental. Contact Sophia at 719-256-5825

Lovers Way B&B
Lovely Room with private entrance 
and bath. Located on the green belt. 
Contact Bon at 1-719-256-5654 or 
e-mail crestbon@yahoo.com; $65.00 
per night.

Wanted: a Space to Live
In/within walking distance of  Crestone 
Town. I would contribute labor, 
services in exchange for part rent. I 
can pay up to $175.-/mo. truehome@
gmail.com

Studio/Apt.for rent
Studio/Apt. for rent: An unique 
Passive solar heated place, with trees/
privacy fencing, new gas stove/frig. 
wood heat, views, near town. Partially 
furnished, blissfull 6′ insul. claw foot 
bath tub. Contact: pablo@amigo.net 1 
pet/person $650+util; $400dep.+ref. 
719 256-4677 Paul.

Spacious rental with world-class 
views

Rent one or more of  the below spaces 
in newly-remodeled, off-grid house 
on 12 acres in Grants: 1. Master 
bedroom with walk-in closet, private 
outdoor deck facing the mountains 
and bathroom with beautiful tiles and 
woodwork for $500 per month; two 
rooms and private bathroom on third 
floor for $400 per month; one bedroom 
with bathroom on first floor for $350 
per month. All rental spaces include 
use of  shared kitchen, dining/living 
area. Call 719 588 7144 for details.

Commercial Property for Rent

Large Sacred Space for Rent
Exceptionally High Vibrational 
Geometric 12 sided-space available. 
Ideal for gatherings, groups, small 
retreats, classes. 719-256-5768 
anneke l l ycres tone@yahoo.com 
enchantedforestcrestone.weebly.com

House Rental Wanted

Share Crestone Home or 
Caretake

Share home (rent) or caretake (utilities, 
watch over). Will travel some. If  
caretaking, can vacate when needed. 
Start May, clean, veggie, dog, writer, 
practical 970-507-0634

Wanted to Rent 
Cottage/apt. for immaculate, mature 
woman with no pets – 1-bedroom, 
bathroom, kitchen, livingroom, 
unfurnished, in town preferred, clean, 
no carpeting, quiet, long-term, $350-
$450 including utilities/heat. Contact 
Sandra 588-9595.
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

Classifieds Online 
crestoneeagle.com!

Get us your classified + payment 
and it will be listed online  

within 2 business days.

Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent 
Trade - Wanted

Personal - & More!
$12 for the first 175 characters 
+ $1 for 25 additional characters 
+ $2 for live link online from our 
website to your website or email.
This fee includes 30 days online 
(from date of approval), and 1 
month in the Eagle print version.
Payment must accompany ad. 
Pay online or send to: 
The Crestone Eagle, 
Box 101, Crestone, CO, 81131
Deadline: 
Ads & payments must be received 
by the 22nd of the month to be 
included in the print version.

TOWN OF CRESTONE
PUBLIC NOTICE

Ordinance #2013-001, 
“An Ordinance Imposing a Tem-
porary Moratorium on the Sub-
mission, Acceptance, Processing, 
and Approval of Any Application 
for a Crestone Town Permit or 
License Related to the Opera-
tion of a Marijuana Cultivation 
Facilities, Marijuana Product 
Manufacturing Facilities, Mari-
juana Testing Facilities or Retail 
Marijuana Stores” was adopted 
on February 11, 2013.

Approved:  Kairina Dan-
forth, Mayor

Ordinance #2013-004, “An 
Ordinance Amending Ordinance 
#2008-006 (An Ordinance Creat-
ing a Municipal Water System 
for the Town of Crestone)” was 
adopted on February 11, 2013.  

Approved:  Kairina Dan-
forth, Mayor 

NOTICE OF POLLING PLACE ELECTION ON THE QUESTION OF 
DISSOLUTION OF THE CRESTONE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, and, particularly, to the electors of the CRESTONE FIRE PROTECTION 
DISTRICT doing business as CRESTONE EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT (“District”): 

 DATE AND HOURS OF ELECTION:   A polling place election will be held March 5, 2013, between the hours 
of 7:00 A.M. and 7:00 P.M.  

POLLING PLACE:   The Board of Directors of the District has designated the following polling place:  The 
Community Building, 240 North Cottonwood Street, Crestone, CO. 

BALLOT QUESTION:   At said election, the eligible electors of the District shall vote on the following bal-
lot question:  “SHALL THE CRESTONE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT (DOING BUSINESS AS THE CRESTONE 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DISTRICT) BE DISSOLVED?” 

ELIGIBLE ELECTORS:  An eligible elector for the purpose of this special election is a person registered to 
vote pursuant to the “Colorado Uniform Election Code of 1992;” and (i) who has been a resident of the District for 
not less than thirty (30) days, or (ii) who, or whose spouse, owns taxable real or personal property within the District, 
whether said person resides within the District.  A person who is obligated to pay taxes under a contract to purchase 
taxable property within the District shall be considered an owner of taxable property for the purpose of qualifying as 
an eligible elector. If not already registered to vote, the last day to register to vote in this special dissolution election is 
February 4, 2013. 

APPLICATION FOR MAIL-IN BALLOT:  In addition to voting in person on election day, eligible electors living 
within the District, and non-resident eligible electors, may apply for a mail-in ballot from the Designated Election Official 
by filling out an application form or by sending an application letter requesting a mail-in ballot (include applicant’s full 
printed name, date of birth, phone number and address of residency within Colorado or alternative address for where 
you want the ballot mailed, and signature).  Mail the signed completed application form or signed application letter to: 
Linda Stagner, PO Box 1254, Crestone, CO 81131 or fax to  (719)256-4517.  The application form/letter shall be filed 
no later than 5:00 P.M. on March 1, 2013 except that if the applicant wishes to receive the mail-in ballot by mail, the 
application shall be filed no later than the close of business on February 26, 2013. 

DELIVERY OF MAIL-IN BALLOT.   Ballots may be returned by mail to the mailing address below (or physically 
delivered to the Designated Election Official at the delivery address below; please call 719 256-5165 to arrange deliv-
ery) prior to Election Day, or delivered to the polling place listed above on election day between the hours of 7:00 AM 
and 7:00 PM.  All mail-in ballots (whether mailed or delivered) must be mailed or delivered using the return envelope 
provided, the affidavit on the return envelope must be signed, and the ballot received by the Designated Election Of-
ficial no later than 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 5, 2013 (postmark dates do not count as received).     

SUMMARY OF PLAN OF DISSOLUTION.   The Plan of Dissolution calls for the provision of services by the 
existing service providers because the District has not, to date, provided any such services.  The Plan further states 
that there are no financial obligations outstanding.  A copy of the Plan may be obtained or reviewed by the public at 
the Saguache District Court, at the Baca Grande Library, 67581 County Road T, Crestone, CO, online at http://www.
crestoneemergencyservices.org/  or by calling (719) 256-5165.

CRESTONE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
/s/ David Hillman, Secretary and Designated Election Official    
Mailing address: Linda Stagner PO Box 1254, Crestone, CO 81131
Delivery address: 190 Cascade Overlook Crestone, CO
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mailto:annekellycrestone@yahoo.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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Services

Xplore Design
Your Website is an Investment. 
Ridiculously good customer service 
and seriously inspired design. 719-239-
3300 or markt@xplore-design.com

Licensed Real Estate Appraisal
Licensed Real Estate Appraiser with 25 
years experience, many years experience 
in Crestone. Don Root. 937-7796 or 720-
244-1097. donald.root@yahoo.com. 

Is a reliable handyman escaping 
you? Not sure what to do? Call 

BIG BLUE!
Not sure what to do? Call BIG BLUE! 
Big Blue HANDYMAN SERVICE: 
Driving and hauling; Construction/
demolition/remodeling; General repairs 
and maintenance; Housecleaning, 
organizing, shelf  installation; That list of  
various “git-er-done” tasks – no matter 
how small! Experienced, affordable, free 
estimates, local references. “The courage 
to get a job done right” Matthew Clark 
719-221-4861 m.lyon.c@gmail.com

Colormax House Painting
Colormax House Painting—many 
local references including Curt’s Store 
and the Crestone Credit Union. Large 
color swatches for easy color selection. 
25 years experience. Repairs. Excellent 
craftsmanship. Neat, fast & perfect. 
Chris Argenta 256-5243.

*SNOWPLOWING 
SERVICES*

CRESTONE PLOW! Don’t get 
stuck in the snow! Commercial and 
Residential Rates available, average 
drive way $25 – $30. Call Karl at 588-
5066 or leave message at 256-4707.

Want Help Self-Publishing?
Want to self-publish a book? I can help 
with layout, design and uploading to 
the publisher. Reasonable rates. Call 
256-5912.

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—22 years 
 Computer Technician with full shop in the 
Baca. Windows, VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
networking. Call Dennis 256-4110

Garden Guru
Put a half-century of  gardening 
experience to work for you. Garden 
planning, soil improvement, variety 
selection, fruit tree planting and 
pruning. Reasonable rates, trades 
considered. Matie Belle Lakish, 937-
7807 or matieb42@gmail.com.

Bob’s Repairs and Maintenance
Bob’s Repairs and maintenance around 
your home, 30 years experience in 
framing interior trim, decks, fencing, 
door and windows. 719-256-5253. 

“No Swett Upholstery”
Tired of  that old tattered fabric? See 
yourself  sitting comfortably on that newly 
upholstered favorite chair. Antiques, 
office furniture, sofas and more. Call 
Sandy for estimate 719-221-5644

IT’S TAX TIME AGAIN!
David W. Walker, Accountant; 36 years 
experience, Personal & Business Income 
Tax Assistance. Call for appointment in 
your area: 719-379-2988.

DirecTV Sales, Installation, and 
Service

DirecTV For Sales, Installation and 
Service call Dennis at 256-4110.

Craig Electric Services
Craig Electric for all your electrical 
needs. Prompt, reliable, generous 
rates. Contact Steve at 256-5951, 
sdossenback@gmail.com

Recycle-Creede Recycling 
Services

Recycle-Creede provides drop-off  
recycling services in Crestone the 
3rd Saturday of  every month in The 
Laughing Buddha parking lot. We take 
almost everything! For more details call 
303-503-9975; visit us on Facebook 
and at www.creede.org.

Soul Full Healing
Brennan Science Healing 
Practitioner~20+ years 
exp.~Deep,transformational results.
Home,Office& Remote Sessions. 
Tamara,MS,BSHP Contact: 
coachmara@gmail.com

Looking for a Healthcare 
Practitioner?

Looking for a health care practitioner 
in Crestone? Massage therapists, 
herbalists, energy healers, doulas, and 
more. Also lodging, hot springs, gift 
certificates. www.crestonehealers.com.

Crestone Talks! Email 
Discussion Group

Crestone Talks! Email Discussion 
Group for Crestone. Events, 
perspectives, queries, and the 
uncategorizeable. To subscribe, send a 
blank email: crestonetalks-subscribe@
yahoogroups.com

Help Wanted

Help Wanted – Full Time
Baca Grande Water and Sanitation 
District is accepting applications to 
fill a receptionist / administrative 
assistant position. The position will 
be filled with one full-time, or two 
part-time employees. Candidates must 
have excellent customer service and 
organizational skills, proficient use 
of  Microsoft Office (Excel, Word, 
Outlook) and have the ability to learn 
new software programs. High School 
diploma or equivalent is required. Prior 
customer service and office experience 
is preferred. Experience with Special 
Districts a plus. Applications can be 
found at bacawater.com/forms. Submit 
a completed application and resume 
to: Baca Grande Water and Sanitation 
District PO Box 520 Crestone, CO 
81131 Application deadline is March 
15, 2013. No phone calls please.

CAREGIVER NEEDED
LIVE IN CAREGIVER WANTED 
for elderly man with Parkinson’s & 
dementia in Crestone. Full or semi-full 
time. Rm./bd. + wages. References 
required. Also seeking part time help. 
Call 588-8727.

Join a Great Team!
An award winning holistic health 
and wellness company is looking to 
expand with your help! They are truly 
passionate about helping families. Call 
KaDawna for more information. 719-
496-6864

Misc. Wanted

WANTED: Straw Bales – New 
or Old

Straw bales: New & golden or old 
& moldin’, our garden needs ‘em. 
Please call Janet at 4230 or stop by the 
Crestone Eagle office. 

Misc. for Sale

CYP Thrift Store SALE
The Luck o’ the Irish be with ya at 
the CYP Thrift Store in March! ALL 
Winter Items are 50% off  March 15th! 
LAST CHANCE!

“WE’RE MOVING” SALE!
Moving Sale: tv’s, couch, chairs, 
kitchen table,refrigerator, tables, lamps, 
dresser,mirrors, juicer, double bed, 
recliner,art and more. Good quality 
items, pre-estate sale. 256-5333 or 970-
596-8610

New and used books and CDs 
Cards and jewelry by Carmin

New store in Sangre de Cristo Inn. Off  
the central hallway, next to the pottery 
shop. Open Thurs. Fri. Sat. 11-3 For 
more info call Carmin at 256-4511.

Misc. For Sale
Never used 2011 hot tub $3500 OBO. 
Direct vent LP heater $400. 25 stoves 
and chimney in stock. Green house 
covering by Solexx. Service work by 
David Lindsey 256-4400. Call Nathan at 
Shangrilah Stove 256-4768.

A Piece of  Crestone
Send a chunk of  Crestone to your loved 
ones! A small Crestone Conglomerate 
rock, complete with explanatory reprint 
from The Crestone Eagle, attractively 
packaged in a 3”x3” box for only $5. 
All sales benefit Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors. Available at His & Hers 
Hairstyling and The Crestone Eagle

• Solar Panels, Pieces & Parts  •
250 watt solar panels call for current 
pricing. • 1 -30 amp  MPPT charge 
controller. $300 • 6 volt 370 amp 
hour deka solar batteries $260.00 • 
Many additional system components.
Future@NewGenEnergy.Com

Vehicles for Sale

Car for Sale
1997 Chev Cavalier, mouseproofed, 
reliable local transportation. $750 obo. 
See at Davin Rude’s shop in Moffat or 
call Bea, 480-2737 or wrdwyz@gmail.
com

Community Service

Emotional and Spiritual 
Counseling

Change your life for free. “Change 
your mind/change your reality/expand 
consciousness through grace.” Alice 
Blaszak provides free emotional and 
spiritual counseling to local residents. 
Privacy maintained. Phone Alice at 
256-5670 for appointment.

Need a Caregiver?
I can help you find a local caregiver 
for you or a loved one. I have several 
names and numbers of  individuals 
with a variety of  skills and experience. 
(I am also looking for more trained 
caregivers/CNA) For in-home 
assistance, elderly care, ongoing illness, 
etc. call Kris at 719-256-4786; LM—
Please speak clearly, I’ll return your call.

CB Village – Local Help, Give & 
Receive

CB Village is a local time bank where 
you can help others and gain credit for 
future help when you need it. Go to 
www.cbvillage.net or call 480-8757 to 
join for free.

Need Food? Crestone Food 
Bank is now Open

Crestone Food Bank is now open in 
the Crestone Town Center, SW corner 
of  Galena & Alder. Open Wednesdays 
from 1-3pm, and as needed. Call 
Denise 256-4644.

Need Food? 
Emergency Food Supply-

Need Food? The Moffat Food Bank 
will provide an emergency supply of  
food for 3 days to anyone in need. Open 
2-4 Tuesdays. Call for information at 
256-4226. 

Lost and Found

REWARD – LOST IPOD!
Lost iPod, somewhere in the town of  
Crestone on Valentine’s Day evening… 
Black, with no case, with earphones. 
$100 REWARD. 720-334-2477, no 
questions asked.

Free

Designing the Future Together:
We have to first together decide what 
the ideal world should be, before we 
can together start creating it! www.
ModelEarth.Org

Free Manure
Free horse manure. Call the Baca 
Grande Stables to arrange pick up. 256-
4756

Events

What’s Happening in Crestone?
Look in the Eagle’s print calendar 
(located in the centerfold of  the first 
section) for northern Saguache County 
events as of  the first of  this month, or 
for the very latest, go online to http://
www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

Saguache County Landfill 2013 Holiday Closures 

Tuesday, January 1  New Years Day
Tuesday, January 22  Martin Luther King’s Birthday
Tuesday, February 19  Presidents Day
Friday, March 29   Spring Holiday
Tuesday, May 28   Memorial Day
Thursday, July 4   4th of July 
Tuesday, September 3  Labor Day
Tuesday, November 12  Veterans Day
Thursday, November 28  Thanksgiving Day
Friday, November 29  Day after Thanksgiving
Tuesday, December 24  Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 25  Christmas

Saguache County Road and Bridge 2013 Holiday Closures

Tuesday, January 1  New Years Day
Monday, January 21  Martin Luther King’s Birthday
Monday, February 18  Presidents Day
Friday, March 29   Spring Holiday
Monday, May 27   Memorial Day
Thursday, July 4   4th of July 
Monday, September 2  Labor Day
Monday, November 11  Veterans Day
Thursday, November 28  Thanksgiving Day
Friday, November 29  Day after Thanksgiving
Tuesday, December 24  Christmas Eve
Wednesday, December 25  Christmas

The dogs will bark, 
the kids will squall;
Sometimes her life 
Seems like a brawl.
But Daleth we love;
May she stand tall!
And on her birthday

Celebrate we all.
—Lots of love on March 27 

from the Eaglettes

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:markt@xplore-design.com
mailto:donald.root@yahoo.com
mailto:m.lyon.c@gmail.com
mailto:matieb42@gmail.com
mailto:sdossenback@gmail.com
http://www.creede.org
mailto:coachmara@gmail.com
http://www.crestonehealers.com
mailto:Future@NewGenEnergy.Com
http://www.cbvillage.net
http://www.ModelEarth.Org
http://www.ModelEarth.Org
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
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by Keno
I’ve always wondered, 

since heat rises, why at higher 
altitude do the temperatures 
normally get colder rather 
than warmer?

Great question! There are a 
number of factors involved here. 

First, yes, it’s true that warm 
air rises, but as it does, it becomes 
much thinner and expands, which 
in turn causes the air to cool. On 
our high mountain ranges, as you 
know, the surrounding atmospher-
ic air is also thinner; that results 
in not as much surrounding air to 
hold the heat when the sun warms 
the mountain, which causes much 

of the warming effect to escape. 
Secondly, high mountain tops 

(at least here in Colorado) are 
around 2 miles higher up from the 
thermal heat at the earth’s center 
compare to sea level areas. On 
top of Mt Everest, it’s even more, 
around 5.5 miles above sea level.

The third reason for this is the 
unusual angle at which the sun’s 
rays meet the earth’s surface on top 
of a mountain. For instance, on flat 
ground with an overhead sun shining, 
the sun’s rays meet the flat earth sur-
face directly. So let’s look at this from a 
simple point of reference. At sea level, 
a 3-mile stretch of sun affects about 
3 miles of the earth’s surface from di-
rectly above. However, when the sun 
meets the mountain side at an angle 
of say, 60°, then the same amount of 
sun will cover only 2 miles of ground; 
so its overall warming effect is greatly 
lessened.  This takes place to some 
degree whenever the sun shines on 
mountains, and is yet another reason 
for the cooler temperatures. 

Now I know what some of you 
are thinking, that in our area in 
winter, the lower your elevation, 
the colder the temps to be had. But 
that has to do with another phe-
nomenon all together, called cold 
air drainage, which isn’t what this 
question is about.

On winter mornings we 
often see thick fog lying down 
the center of the San Luis Val-
ley.  It’s often very cold on those 
mornings.  Where does the mois-
ture come from and why does it 
appear mainly in the morning?

What you’re seeing is normal 
morning freezing fog. Alamosa and 
the center of the valley get more 
of this than Crestone because of 
where they are located (i. e. in a 
lower area), and it usually doesn’t 
make its way into Crestone. The el-
evation is the main reason, but not 
the only one.

Fog forms when the difference 
between temperature and dew point 
is generally less than 4°F, and nor-
mally occurs with the relative hu-
midity near 100%. But with snow 
on the ground, the added moisture 
in the air from the snow forms fog 
even with lower humidity values. 

As far as only seeing this in 
the morning, that’s because of the 
rising sun. The sun burns off the 
fog by drying out the air, and this 
is why the fog dissipates usually 
before noon.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
January 21 to February 

20

Total precipitation for period: 
Liquid precip: 0.48”
Snow:  4.9” 
Measurable precipitation fell on 
6 days.
Measurable snow fell on 5 days.
Measurable rain fell on 1 day.
A trace of snow fell on 3 days
No thunderstorms or hail oc-
curred.
Total precipitation year to 
date:
Since Jan 1: 0.29”
Total snow to date  
Since Jan 1: 5.6”
Snow season (7/1 to 6/30): 26.5” 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 44.1°F on January 27
Low temp: 0.3°F on January 30
Avg. high: 36.5°F 
Avg. low: 12.0°F
Days with high at or above 40°: 9
Days with high above 32°: 24
Days with low at or below 10°: 12
Days with low at or below 0°: 1
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 4.5 mph 
Highest gust: 33 mph February 8 
Main direction: Out of the east

Weather Summary
We could not have been any 

closer to normal temperature-
wise for this period; in fact, temps 
for February as of the 20th were 
exactly at normal, something 
which almost never happens! 
Precip-wise, we were a bit below 
normal, and the only record to 
report for this period would be 
for rainfall of all things, yes, re-
cord rainfall in January—all in 
one day, on January 26. Up until 
that day, no measurable rain had 
ever been recorded in the month 
before. It had only rained once 
before in January, and that was 
a trace which lasted for less than 
5 minutes.

Outlook for March
For March, we average .93” 

of precipitation, most of that in 
the form of snow, with 12.6” of 
snow falling on average. The 
snowiest March on record was in 
1983, when 40.3” accumulated 
on the ground, and the wettest 
March was in 1990, when 2.89” 
liquid precip was recorded.

Temperature-wise, for the 
first week in the month we av-
erage highs and lows of 43° and 
18°, and by the end of the month, 
the average high warms up to 
52°, with the low averaging 24°. 
The warmest March temp ever 
recorded was 71°, and was set 
on the last day of the month—
just last year, do you remember?  
The coldest day was -10°, set on 
March 3, 2002.

The NWS 30-day outlook 
for March is calling for near nor-
mal temperatures, along with 
very much below normal snow-
fall/precip, just what we don’t 
need, so let’s hope this doesn’t 
turn out to be the case. 

Note: For current Crestone 
weather conditions visit Keno’s 
web site:  www.keno.org/vws.

Ask 
  the 
Weatherman

Subscribe to The Eagle
To start or renew your subscription, go to 

www.crestoneeagle.com/pay or send payment to:
The Crestone Eagle  •  P.O. Box 101 • Crestone, Colorado 81131

PAPER:
(Oldie but goodie!)    
	 ❑	 $20 - 12 issues, Bulk mail 
(takes 2-3 weeks out of state)
	 ❑		$32 - 12 issues, First class   

DIGITAL:  
(Best value!)    

❑	 Just $15 for 12 issues .pdf file 
❑	 $5 add’l with paper subscription
Go digital with The Crestone Eagle!                  

❍	I am a new subscriber			❍	Just a renewal  ❍	I love the Crestone Eagle
Name: _______________________ Email: _____________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________

PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
P.O. BOX 512
CRESTONE, CO 81131
719 256 4505
PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

• STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION 
• NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES 
• PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR
• CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION
• REMODELS

CONSTRUCTION

  • STRAWBALE CONSTRUCTION

 • NATURAL & NONTOXIC FINISHES

 • PASSIVE AND ACTIVE SOLAR

 • CONVENTIONAL CONSTRUCTION

 • REMODELS

 PAUL KINCAID KOPPANA
 P.O. BOX 512
 CRESTONE, CO 81131
 719 937 7756
 PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM

The three prongs of the trident represent the threefold essences of nature: becoming, 
being, passing away.  Other threefold meanings offered by Neptune's trident include: 
birth, life, death; mind, body, spirit; and past, present, future.   photo by Kate Steichen

Contradictions

If the “No” vote you 
give,

You will help the 
CrESD to live.

If the “Yes” vote 
you choose,

You will help the 
CrESD to lose.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.keno.org/vws
mailto:PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
mailto:PAULKOPPANA@YAHOO.COM
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/pay



