
Water, wetlands & habitat—the cranes are back, 
& water pumping is always a concern

by Lisa Cyriacks
The Sandhill Crane migration 

may be one of the last great animal 
migrations in America. Every year, 
the cranes converge in the San Luis 
Valley—in the spring on their way 
to their breeding grounds in Cana-
da and Alaska.

Their stopover in the San Luis 
Valley is to build stores of energy by 
consuming massive quantities of 
food, much provided by the grains 
in the fields and aquatic inverte-
brates in wetlands along the Rio 
Grande.

Ruled by natural rhythms 
of the earth, over eons of time the 
Sandhill Cranes have had to adapt 
to human activity, even the ebb and 
flow of water in the valley. Without 
a doubt, migratory waterfowl—in-
cluding the Sandhill Cranes—look 
for water, for roosting and foraging. 
They will follow the water where it 
flows, when it flows.

The Rio Grande Basin con-
tains thousands of miles of ripari-
an areas. The Basin also has a di-
versity and abundance of wetlands 
located throughout the valley. 

The most recent addition to 
the San Luis Valley Wildlife Ref-
uges complex is the Baca National 
Wildlife Refuge. 

Historically the lands includ-
ed in the Baca NWR were used as 
a cattle ranch. Water use patterns 
were developed and varied little for 
over a century. Creek water from 
the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
was diverted through ditches and 
continuously redistributed further 
and further out to low-lying areas. 

After the wildlife refuge was 
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Baca Grande POA earns national recognition 
for ‘Firewise’ wildfire preparedness community

The Baca Grande Property 
Owners Association has received 
an official designation as a Fire-
wise USA® site after completing 
the criteria required by the na-
tional Firewise USA® Recognition 
Program. The Baca Grande com-
munity initially was a pilot Fire-
wise USA® site in 2002. It gained 
recognition on Jan. 30, 2020, under 
the leadership of the newly formed 

Baca Firewise Committee, in part-
nership with Baca Emergency Ser-
vices.

“The Firewise USA recogni-
tion of local efforts to reduce wild-
fire risks can benefit homeowners 
when seeking property insurance 
coverage, as well as protecting their 
homes and natural surroundings,” 
said Supervisory Forester Adam 
Moore of the Colorado State Forest 

Service’s Alamosa Field Office. He 
adds that federal and state grant 
opportunities often give weight to a 
Firewise USA® designation when 
determining who gets competitive 
funding.

The CSFS works with the Na-
tional Fire Protection Association 
to implement the Firewise USA® 
Recognition Program in Colorado 

continued on page 16

“Tailfeathers.” Sandhill Crane photo by Ed MacKerrow, courtesy of the Monte Vista Crane Fesitval. The festival will be held March 6-8. See story on page 9.
                    To see this photo in color and more, visit our website at www.crestoneeagle.com

Climate action on deforestation in East 
Africa—Feature article on page B-1. 
.           photo by Jami Dwyer / Public domain

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


Support for Crestone 
water & sewer sales tax 

Dear Crestone Residents,
On April 7, 2020 Town of 

Crestone residents will have the 
opportunity to support the Town’s 
water and sewer services by voting 
on a sales tax issue.  The measure 
proposes a 0.5% retail sales tax in-
crease with proceeds exclusively 
funding the town’s water and sew-
er enterprises.  It will will only in-
crease your sales taxes by 50 cents 
per $100 spent.

The Town’s Water and Sewer 
Enterprise Fund has had to bear the 
costs of complying with State Engi-
neer’s Office Groundwater Rules 
to achieve sustainable aquifer lev-
els, numerous State Department of 
Health rules on maintaining water 
standards for public health, as well 
State rules on treatment of waste-
water.

In order to provide funding to 
correct deficits, three options were 
identified:  1) Increase monthly ser-
vice rates on customers;  2) Ask for 
a mil levy increase on property own-
ers’ taxes  or 3) Increase the retail 
sales tax by 0.5% sales tax, to be on 
the April 7 election mail-out ballot.

The Trustees chose to place a 
referred measure for a sales tax in-
crease as the best way forward be-
cause the tax would be spread over a 
much larger pool of people than just 
town residents; anyone purchasing 
goods in Crestone would contribute, 
whether they be Baca residents, 
Moffat residents, tourists, etc. Also, 
funds would be collected in relative-
ly small amounts over a more dis-
persed amount of time, rather than 
a lump sum due with property tax-
es, for example.  

Collecting extra revenue would 
allow the Town to perform mainte-
nance and improvements, as well as 
pay monthly bills for sewage treat-
ment as required by contract with 
Baca Water and Sanitation.  Ad-
ditionally, the increase in revenue 
could be used to increase a “match” 
in grant funding and be leveraged 
for future building developments, 
efficiency and sustainability meas-
ures, and emergency preparation.

Should the sales tax issue on 
the ballot fail to pass, the result 
would be a dramatic increase in wa-
ter and sewer rates for customers..

The Town of Crestone is fortu-
nate to have very high quality wa-
ter.  Please vote yes on the sales tax 
measure. All residents living in the 
Town of Crestone and registered to 
vote will be able to vote on April 7 
either by returning their ballot they 
receceived in the mail or at the town 
hall from 7 am to 7 pm.

Crestone Board of Trustees

Thompson candidate 
for Commissioner

Dear Editor,
Hello, my name is Lynne 

Thompson and I am running for the 
office of Saguache County Commis-

sioner for District 2.
I am running as a Democrat 

and have chosen to petition on to 
the ballot.

I will be going around the en-
tire county obtaining signatures, so 
you will see me in Crestone at vari-
ous businesses and neighborhoods.

I was the Chair of the Demo-
cratic Party for two terms and Vice 
Chair for one. I have been on the Sa-
guache County Planning Commis-
sion since 2016. I am the Secretary 
for the ScSEED (Saguache County 
Sustainable Energy and Economic 
Development) Board.  

I retired in 2009 as Clerk of 
the Saguache Combined Courts.  I 
worked for 27 years in the Colora-
do Court System, with the last 14 
years in Saguache.

My uncle has owned a farm 
around the Center area since 1961, 
and I have been coming down to the 
valley since then on weekends, sum-
mers.  I moved to the valley perma-
nently in 1993.

I think we need to really look 
at how our county has changed and 
grown in the last couple of years 
and make sure we have the resourc-
es and services to keep up with this 
growth.  I also think we need to 
stand up for our water and not let 
it get sold to the Front Range.  We 
have the potential to provide more 
solar energy and recycling.  

This is a brief letter to basi-
cally introduce myself.  I would like 
to listen to Saguache County res-
idents’ concerns and ideas and am 
looking forward to meeting you in 
my travels throughout Saguache 
County.

Thank you for your vote,
Lynne Thompson

Adam Kinney,  
Candidate for Mayor

Crestone community, 
My name is Adam Kinney, and 

I am announcing my candidacy for 
Mayor of the town of Crestone.  

I moved here in 2001 in search 
of a place to homestead and raise 
a family. I was obviously over-
whelmed with the beauty of the 
mountains, but even more taken by 
the culture of the people here.  I ab-
solutely revered the old timers, and 
how they worked hand in hand with 
the influx of young people moving 
to town. It was a wonderful time to 
discover Crestone. 

Since then, I have built my 
house with my bare hands (and a lot 
of help from friends), watched my 
children be born at home, served on 
the Town Council for more than ten 
years, always and forever making a 
stand to preserve the value system 
that made it possible for so many of 
us to land here and create a home 
for ourselves. All the while, I have 
made a point to acknowledge the 
folks who were here before us, and 
to try and balance the growth of our 
small town with a way of life that 
makes this place special. 

Additionally, I have been a vol-
unteer firefighter for two plus years, 
and I own a small manufacturing 
business that creates jobs and chan-
nels big city money through our 
small town economy. 

I’ll be the first to acknowledge 
that I have made some mistakes 
that have had a lasting impact on 
our community. I will likely make 
more as I continue to try and be 

of service. However, I can say with 
great certainty that I will not make 
the same mistakes twice, and in my 
19 years here  I have learned more 
about community, responsibility, 
and listening than I ever thought 
possible.

As a citizen, I stand for ac-
countability, transparency, econom-
ic development, and honest com-
munication. If I am elected Mayor, 
I will work towards these values 
every day, and do everything I can 
to make our local government acces-
sible to the people. 

Thank you.
Adam Kinney

Continue the 
momentum

Dear community member,
For the past eight years, I’ve 

had the honor and privilege of serv-
ing as your Mayor. During that 
time, Crestone has grown consider-
ably.as I have focused on enhanced 
economic viability, environmental  
preservation, and sustainable tour-
ism to support our local business-
es—without sacrificing our unique 
quality and way of  life.  Results of 
town initiatives during those years 
are summarized below:

Our annual sales tax revenue 
more than doubled as we brought 
valued new business development 
into our commercial district;

Our Trails Coalition built 
trails each of the past three years 
and in 2019 built the first-ever trail 
on public Baca National Wildlife 
Refuge, connecting to the Colorado 
College Baca campus;

Colorado designated Crestone 
as a Creative Arts District, bringing 
increased recognition of our artists;

Sidewalks and storm drain-
age projects changed our downtown 
area, providing solutions to safe-
ty concerns while providing storm 
drainage to a town that has histori-
cally known devastating floods;

With Town assistance, volun-
teers brought beauty and life to the 
sidewalk project, planting and help-
ing to maintain a profusion of flow-
ers and trees; 

The entire community rallied 
around the creation of a playground 
where families can congregate and 
kids can play, with funding from Ka-
Boom, Colorado Health Foundation, 
Saguache County and other grants;

The Crestone Cemetery be-
came the first and is still the only 
cemetery in the state of Colorado 
to be certified to offer natural, or 
“green,” burials;

The Colorado State Historical 
Society brought Native American 
ancestral remains to the Crestone 
Cemetery as their final resting 
place, with sacred ceremony;

Efforts are ongoing to become 
designated as an International 
Dark Sky Community;

Crestone hosted an official 
welcome to mark the historic arriv-
al of the Teyuna Mamo Elders from 
the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta 
region of Colombia;

Crestone’s Board of Trustees 
approved a Resolution on July 9, 
2018 recognizing officially that na-
ture, natural ecosystems, and all 
species possess intrinsic and inal-
ienable rights which must be effec-
tuated to protect life on Earth. 

Today we are living in uncer-
tain times.  We are now confronted 
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Editor’s Notes
No water to spare

This month Christine Canaly 
of the San Luis Valley Ecosystem 
wrote a letter about the “Renew-
able Water Resource’s proposal to 
build a transbasin diversion that 
would siphon water out of the San 
Luis Valley to support Front Range 
growth” and how they are doing a 
misleading survey. I encourage 
you to read her letter on page 3.

RWR’s efforts to suck water 
out of the valley is a very big deal, 
with the potential for long-lasting 
negative consequentes for the San 
Luis Valley, our wetlands, agricul-
ture and even towns like Crestone 
up on the hillsides.

You may also have noticed 
that we’ve been runing articles 
about diminishing wetlands, con-
tinued Closed Basin Project pump-
ing, and development that will af-
fect our water.

The San Luis Valley is the 
highest alpine valley in the world. 
It’s a home not just to agriculture 
and ranching, but to vast numbers 
of migratory birds and wildlife. It 
is a unique ecosystem that must 
be preserved. Yet, unfortunately, 
wetlands continue to dry up.

There isn’t any “extra” water 
here. Every drop has already been 
over-adjucated. We have been in a 
sustained drought since 2002 (de-
spite a wetter year now and then). 
Even this spring the Sangres are 
below normal in snowpack and 
Drought Monitor says we are now 
“abnormally dry”.  Climate change 
is upon us and models often show 
us having a drier weather pattern 
in the future.

This is no time to even con-
sider selling off water to the Front 
Range—or anywhere. And we 
must take a hard look at the con-
tinuation of the Closed Basin Pro-
ject. I doubt we can spare this wa-
ter in the face of climate change.

Plus we need to look at our 
own household water use and con-
serve and use it responsibly.

Water is life.
—Kizzen
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with potential  steep increases in 
our electric rates and in our sewer 
rates.  We have a huge water issue 
as sustained Closed Basin Project 
mining of our aquifer for the past al-
most forty years has created an un-
sustainable drop in our unconfined 
aquifer. Law enforcement is still 
lacking. We need affordable hous-
ing. These issues require immedi-
ate and continuing attention while 
working collaboratively towards fa-
vorable outcomes.  This is not a time 
to change.  Experience still matters.  
During these past eight years I 
have developed close working re-
lationships with local, county, re-
gional and state leaders which will 
be extremely useful as we confront 
these multi-faceted challenges.  I 
have served our community well in 
the past and will again.

With this letter I ask that the 
momentum I’ve created during the 
past eight years be allowed to con-
tinue and that you elect me, once 
more, as your Mayor.

Sincerely,
Kairina Danforth 

Veterans Service Officer 
resignation

Dear Editor,
This is to inform you that I 

am resigning from my position as 
Saguache County Veteran Service 
Officer effective March 1, 2020.  I 
wish to thank all Saguache Coun-
ty veterans for the honor of serving 
them and their families for the past 
eight years.

Respectfully,
James M. Sheeran

Two excellent candidates: 
Danforth & Van Wart

Dear Crestone community,
I am writing in support of the 

re-election of Karina Danforth as 
Mayor of Crestone. Crestone has 
thrived during Mayor Danforth’s 
tenure.  We now have  storm drain-
age, sidewalks, a trail system and a 
vibrant commercial district.

She has worked tirelessly to 
enhance Crestone’s standing in the 
SLV and around the state. She has 
developed remarkable working re-
lationships at county, regional and 
state levels.

Her dedication to the dark sky 
initiative will continue a legacy of 
enhancing Crestone into the future. 
We still face many issues. Karina 
has a steady hand and a proven 
track record. I strongly urge you 
to support Karina Danforth as our 
next Mayor.

At the county level I support 
Justin Van Wart to be County Com-
missioner. He is young, smart and 
very savvy economically. He under-
stands the need to protect our aqui-
fer and fragile environment while 
stewarding the inevitable growth in 
our part of the valley. 

Thank you for the considera-
tion. Please vote!

Terry Goergen, Trustee, 
Chairman of Crestone Plan-

ning Commission

No runaway development
Dear Editor,
I am writing to thank you for 

keeping the reading public informed 
of the activities in Moffat. Lisa Cyr-
iaks’ nearly monthly articles and 

Sandia Belgrade’s updates in the 
Saguache County News section are 
often the only information folks get 
about Moffat. I was heartened to 
read Bob Adler’s Letter to the Ed-
itor 2 months ago—thank you for 
noticing what is going on!

Crestone may be the gateway 
to the Higher Realms, but Moffat is 
the gateway to Crestone. If you ha-
ven’t seen Moffat lately, take a look 
next time you are driving to Sa-
guache. Just past the Moffat school, 
notice on your right the many new 
structures of the first Moffat an-
nexation. If you have 5 minutes to 
sightsee, go 0.9 mile from Hwy. 17 
towards Saguache, then turn right 
on County Road 59. Make the im-
mediate right on Mayor Patricia 
Reigel Boulevard. This is a public 
road, a part of Moffat. You might 
just be amazed at what you see.

This industrial area is only the 
beginning of the development with-
in the 100 acres known as “Potch/
Area 420” Annexation #1.

Last fall Moffat and Potch pre-
sented 2 more annexation proposals 
to the Board of County Commission-
ers (BoCC), for 325 more acres. The 
BoCC refused these annexations 
on December 10, 2019, and again 
on January 21, 2020. That very 
evening, Moffat passed Annexa-
tion #3. On February 4, 2020, they 
passed Annexation #2, again with-
out approval from the BoCC.

The County is challenging this 
misbehavior.

Many environmental issues 
are at stake. Moffat officials pay lip 
service to “blight”, but take a look 
at the blight upon the land that is 
Area 420.

Crestone is a strong commu-
nity. There is general agreement on 
global, national, and state issues. 
I hope the Crestone/Baca area can 
see the sense in stepping up local-
ly for our smaller, more vulnerable 
neighbor. Many Saguache County 
residents contacted the BoCC with 
concerns about this development. 
Please continue to make your voices 
heard.

We have a responsibility as 
the first state to legalize marijuana 
to make sure our policies are cogent. 
Funded and available enforcement 
should be ensured. Runaway de-
velopments such as Potch/Area 420 
need to be prevented. Other states 
will be looking to us for leadership 
as legalization spreads.

Thank you, 
Shawn Quick

Response to RWR 
phone survey

Dear Editor,
Residents in the San Luis Val-

ley have been contacted by a public 
opinion research company asking 
questions about Renewable Water 
Resource’s proposal to build a trans-
basin diversion that would siphon 
water out of the San Luis Valley to 
support Front Range growth.   

The questions asked and 
statements made were extremely 
misleading. It is apparent that Re-
newable Water Resources is testing 
their “messaging” to see what reso-
nates with valley residents and how 
to best sell this ill-conceived project. 

Those of us who actually live 
in the valley understand that the 
Rio Grande River basin is already 
highly over-appropriated, and tak-

ing more water out of the valley 
would mean less agriculture, less 
forage for wildlife and more pro-
nounced declines in our groundwa-
ter system. 

Beware of a survey that lies 
about the facts. We need to be well 
informed about our water and the 
consequences of it leaving the San 
Luis Valley. 

Please feel free to get onto 
our e-alert list for updates. Send 
an e-mail to: info@slvec.org and re-
quest “E-Alert List.”

Thanks,
Christine Canaly, Director 
San Luis Valley Ecosystem 

Council 

Romanoff for Senator
Dear Editor,
Many of us here in Crestone 

are alarmed at the direction this 
country is taking and how we got 
here. It’s not just climate change 
that demands urgent action, it’s 
also a broken, expensive healthcare 
system, exploding homelessness, 
unprecedented disparity of wealth, 
a corrupt political system that can 
best be described as legalized brib-
ery, endless war and the utter in-
sanity of our military spending. And 
that’s just the short list.

Some good news is that Colo-
rado voters will have a clear choice 
in this election cycle to send some-
one to the U.S. Senate who can and 
will make a difference. Andrew 
Romanoff is running and I’m com-
pletely convinced that he is the 
most qualified candidate and our 
best hope to change course. Go to 
his website (www.andrewromanoff.
com/meet-andrew) and read his 
platform. Also check out his sched-
ule of upcoming events and get out 
and hear him for yourself.

Getting him elected won’t be 
easy. Andrew’s first hurdle will be 
the caucus vote on Saturday, March 
7. There are several Democrats in 
the Colorado race and the field will 
be narrowed for the primary ballot. 
Hickenlooper hasn’t bothered to 
show up at several of the debates 
that have already taken place. This 
says a lot about his candidacy.

There are big differences be-
tween the candidates within the 
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James Maxwell
James Mallory Maxwell 

passed away on 31 January.  
He was preceded in death by 
his wife, Sherry Marceil Pur-
vis Maxwell, who crossed over 
9 years ago.  Having beaten 
one type of cancer for a decade, 
Jim succumbed to a different 
type early this year. He hoped 
to be reunited in another plane 
with Sherry, the love of his life, 
and with Creator.  Jim enjoyed 
good food, celebration, friends 
and family, and his Colorado 
mountain home. Eating sea-
food amongst old friends was a 
source of irreplaceable joy for 
him, and indeed his last words 
were about getting a huge 
plate of Louisiana gulf shrimp 
to eat. 

Jim was raised in New 
Orleans and joined the Army 
after earning a bachelor’s de-
gree as an English major from 
LSU.  He spent 21 years in the 
infantry, serving on the DMZ 
in Korea during tense interna-
tional times.  He showed his 
family many parts of the coun-
try, where together they lived 
and explored. In Hawaii, they 
visited every island they could, 
and in Massachusetts, Virgin-
ia, Georgia, and Colorado they 
sought out the best scenery 
and cuisine, and dove into lo-
cal history. 

He retired with honors as 
a Lieutenant Colonel in 1994, 
and moved his family to build 
a permanent family home in 
Crestone, joining family mem-
bers B.G. and Al Purvis, and 
John and Laura Syperda here.  
He operated a gunsmith busi-
ness here and taught medita-
tive marksmanship to many 
Crestone residents. He en-
joyed fishing, camping, and 
sitting on his patio looking out 
at the valley in the company of 
family. 

He is survived by his two 
sons: Jeremy, of Portland, OR 
and Nathan, of Crestone; and 
brother Ralph and sister Dede, 
both of Louisiana.  Nathan 
cared for him during his final 
years.  Jim was a wordsmith, a 
gourmand, an aesthete and an 
artist, but above all a father 
and husband.

He will be missed by 
friends and family.

Marlene Pruitt
April 7,1935-January 10, 2020

Marlene Pruitt was born 
on April 7, 1935 in Michigan 
and died on January 10, 2020 
in Nevada.

Marlene, and her late 
husband, William (Billy) Pruitt 
made Crestone their home for 
approximately 20 years. Need-
ing to move to a lower altitude, 
Bill and Marlene left Crestone 
in approximately 2009.

Marlene worked in the 
Saguache County Clerk’s office 
while Mary Moore was Clerk, 
and then ran for and became 
the County Clerk herself and 
served in that capacity for a 
number of years. Marlene was 
also an active member of the 
Minnehaha Chapter of the 
Eastern Star.

Marlene was a vivacious, 
happy person who made friends 
easily. She will be missed by 
family and friends.

continued on page 4
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Moffat fire cause undetermined
by Mary Lowers
After months of investigation, 

the Colorado Division of Fire Pre-
vention and Control (CDFPC), seek-
ing answers to the cause of the Mof-
fat Fire which laid waste to a block 
of town on Oct. 15, 2019, announced 
the results of their work. CDFPC 
Investigator Dawn Tolles and Chief 
Investigator Jerry Means were una-
ble to establish an exact cause of the 
fire which was officially determined 
to be of “undetermined origin.”

The report states that “no in-
dication of an incendiary cause was 
found.” The report says Slip Benson, 
owner of a house at the northwest 
corner of the block where the fire 
originated, may have been the first 
person to notice the blaze.Inspector 
Means said, “Benson reported that 
he smelled smoke from inside his 
home and when he went outside 
to see where the smell was coming 
from, he said the northeast corner 
of a structure at 645 E. Moffat Way 

was on fire.” The residence was a 
wood frame construction with a 
250-gallon propane tank. The report 
states that tall grass caused the fire 
to spread quickly to the southeast 
corner of the site where the propane 
tank ignited. “Benson said when he 
heard the propane tank whistling 
he knew it was a sign of trouble.” 
The propane tank explosion was 
seen from Crestone.

Fire departments from all over 
the area were on scene within min-
utes. The reports says “lack of water 
hindered firefighting efforts.” A wa-
ter tanker truck from Chaffee Coun-
ty was filling up with water from an 
irrigation well fifteen minutes away 
from the fire. Water was also ac-
cessed from a well at Moffat School. 
There are no fire hydrants in Mof-
fat. Getting the fire under control 
took some time. Dry grass and other 
fuels were a problem, as they ignit-
ed quickly. Luckily for the town the 
winds were down on Oct. 15.

Saguache County crime report
by Mary Lowers
The Saguache County Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO)  continues its warrant 

sweep. Quite a few people brought in on failure to appear and fugitive from 
justice warrants were also charged with other criminal counts they had ac-
crued while hiding out and avoiding the consequences of their actions.

A Saguache man, 56, went to jail with his bail set at $4,250 on two 
fugitive from justice charges and a possession of a controlled substance 
charge. A failure to appear charge sent a Moffat man, 20, to jail with a 
bail amount of $300 set. A homeless man from Moffat, 20, faced second 
degree assault charges along with a fugitive from justice charge. His bail 
was set at $25,000. A Saguache man, 37, went to jail on a fugitive from 
justice warrant out of Rio Grande County. He was summoned to appear 
in Saguache County Court on theft of less than $300 value and accessory 
to a crime with a bail amount of $2000. Aggravated motor vehicle theft 
along with two fugitive from justice warrants sent a Saguache man, 37, to 
jail with $2000 bail listed. A Saguache man, 67, was jailed on two fugitive 
from justice warrants, a count of second degree criminal trespass, driving 
under restraint, theft, and unlawful possession of a controlled substance. 
His bail was set at $3,075.

A Center man, 29, was jailed for domestic violence, third degree as-
sault and a fugitive from justice warrant with a bail amount of $500 set. A 
Saguache man, 19, was jailed with $200 bail listed on a fugitive from justice 
charge. A fugitive from justice warrant put a Center man, 50, in jail with 
$10,000 bail listed. There was no bail amount listed for a Las Cruses, NM, 
man, 44,  jailed in Saguache on a fugitive from justice warrant.  A homeless 
Crestone woman, 30, was jailed on fugitive from justice charges with $1000 
bail listed. A Moffat man, 30, was jailed on failure to appear charges. He 
bonded out of jail for $1500.

A Center man, 28, was jailed with a $50,000 bail set on charges that 
include sexual assault on a child by a person of trust. First degree arson 
charges sent a Center man, 28, to jail with $25,000 bail set. The Center 
Police Department will handle this case. A Monte Vista man, 47, was jailed 
with $500 bail set on charges of unlawful conduct on public property and 
second degree criminal trespass. Possession of a controlled substance sent 
a Moffat man, 45, to jail with a bail amount of $2500 set.  A Moffat man, 
24, was jailed for violation of a restraining order with no bail amount listed.

Criminal mischief charges put a Center man, 32, in jail with a bail 
amount of $500. A homeless man from Center, 43, was held in jail on 
$10,000 bail on charges of theft and second degree burglary. A summons 
and complaint was issued for a Canadian man, 25, for shoplifting in the 
amount of $50 to $300 from the Elephant Cloud Market in Crestone. This is 
a class three misdemeanor. A Litchfield, MD man, 27, is in jail on $10,000 
bail facing charges of second degree burglary, theft of $5000 to $20000, and 
conspiracy. He was evidently conspiring with a Salida woman, 24, who faces 
identical charges with no bail amount listed. 

Missing Moffat girl found
by Mary Lowers
On February 17 an alert was 

issued for a 13-year-old girl miss-
ing from Moffat. She was found 
safe and sound. SCSO believe she 
was heading east to North Caro-
lina or Chicago with someone she 
met on social media. Her father 
discovered she was missing and 
was very concerned as he’d heard 
a report from his daughter’s school 
that she was talking about running 
away with a man she had met on 
the internet. A security camera at 
the Moffat home showed the girl 
getting into a gray Cadillac SUV. It 
was difficult on the security footage 
to see if the girl was forced into the 
car or got in of her own free will. 
The teen was located at the Poncha 
Visitors Center the day after she 
disappeared.

According to a report by Sa-

guache County Deputy Quintero, 
an Attempt to Locate (ATL) was is-
sued nationwide and the Colorado 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) sent 
out an Endangered Missing Alert. 
A supervisor at the Poncha Visitors 
Center recognised the girl from the 
alerts and called Chaffee County 
Deputies who sat with the woman 
until Deputy Quintero from SCSO 
could get there. The man who took 
the girl is identified as Jason Har-
ter, 35, of Nathrop. The girl spent 
the night at his trailer near “some 
hot springs.” The victim and perpe-
trator’s stories of what happened 
vary and will be clarified through 
investigation and court hearings.

SCSO stated,“We would like 
to thank everyone in the Saguache 
County community who shared the 
post while looking for her and the 
people who helped locate her.”

Dan Frelka
719-256-1100

dfrelka@bacatech.com

Ask me about  
satellite internet

crestonebacaresiliency.net

“We all need 
one another, 

much and often.”
- Charlotte Perkins Gilman

www.RadiantFlow.co
GENTLE MORNING YOGA 

Mondays 10am  
Little Shepherd Hall

Crestone
Corner of Alder & Carbonate

Cynthia Nielsen LMT

RadiantFlow Yoga

Letters
continued from page 3

Colorado Democratic Party. I feel 
strongly that we don’t have the 
time to send a “business as usual” 
centrist candidate to the Senate be-
cause “business as usual” isn’t get-
ting it done. That’s why I’m support-
ing Andrew. He’s got the ideas, the 
integrity and the energy. He’s in it to 
work for the people, not corporations 
and special interest groups.

You can find out when and 
where your precinct caucus is be-
ing held by going to the Colorado 
Dems Website (www.coloradodems.
org/2020-caucus-locations). For the 
Crestone area, it will be at the Cres-
tone Charter School at 2pm March 
7. You must be present for your vote 
to count and you also must have 
been a registered Democrat by Feb. 
14 in order to participate in the cau-
cus on March 7. 

Help send a message to Wash-
ington Democrats that we don’t need 
them to tell Colorado voters who to 
send to Congress. If you know any-
one who wants to support Andrew, 
please pass this letter on. Thanks.

Best regards, 
Wade Lockhart

 
Biodynamic

Craniosacral Therapy

Amulya DAWN Beechwood
RCST®, LMT, CEIM

  

illuminatedtherapies.com
relax@illuminatedtherapies.com

719-256-4743
   

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:dfrelka@bacatech.com
http://www.RadiantFlow.co
http://www.coloradodems.org/2020-caucus-locations
http://www.coloradodems.org/2020-caucus-locations
mailto:relax@illuminatedtherapies.com
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County enforcing camper/RV ordinances
by Mary Lowers
According to Amber Wilson, 

Interim Land Use Administrator for 
Saguache County, a Land Use Code 
Enforcer will be actively enforcing 
the County Land Use Ordinance 
XIII.4.3 which mirrors a State regu-
lation stating that people may only 
live in their RV or camper for two 
months on their property. This reg-
ulation, enacted by the Saguache 
County Board of Commissioners 
in August of 2018, states, “Recrea-
tional Vehicles (RV’s, campers, etc.) 
may only be occupied for a maxi-
mum total of sixty days during the 
construction process. Recreational 
Vehicles cannot be used as perma-
nent residences.”

 That sixty days is a one-time 
deal. It does not matter if you are still 
constructing your home after sixty 
days, the RV or camper must be gone 
or no longer serving as a residence. 
Wilson says,  “pulling off the proper-
ty for a while and then moving back 
won’t work” to extend your time with 
a residential recreational vehicle on 
your property. The law says your rec-
reational vehicle may only be a resi-
dence for sixty days even if you are 
still constructing your home.

State statute and County 
regulations are clear: “All residen-
tial structures must have approved 
sewage disposal systems installed 
before occupation may occur.” This 

holds true for recreational vehicles 
that are residences, ie. being lived 
in. This “safe sewage disposal/keep 
the water table clean issue” Wilson 
agrees is a prime motivation for en-
forcing the camper and RV ordinanc-
es. Further regulations allow the 
County to enforce ordinances stating 
that “land owners must provide for 
the removal of trash, rubbish, junk, 
garbage, inoperable vehicles, and ap-
pliances from lots and tracts of land 
lying in the unincorporated areas of 
Saguache County.”

Administrator Wilson told me 
that the Code Enforcer would first 
give someone thought to be in viola-
tion of these ordinances a warning 
and suggestion that they get into 
the Saguache County Land Use Of-
fice, 595 Third St. in Saguache to 
talk about how to come into compli-
ance. Wilson said, “Doesn’t hurt to 
come in to our office.” There can be 
flexibility for someone coming into 
compliance. Wilson said “a vari-
ance is possible.”

When I asked Wilson why this 
sweep on camper and RV residents, 
she said the chief concern on the 
County’s part is public health and 
sanitation. She said that penalties 
for code violations could be a daily 
fine for each day out of compliance 
or whatever the judge sees fit. There 
are cases pending but Wilson said no 
one has left their property.

Sheriff’s Deputies are tenants 
from hell, says homeowner

by Mary Lowers
When Crestonian Katrie 

Christopher had to be away from 
her home at 380 Alder St. for a 
few months she wanted her abode 
to be safe. The opportunity to 
rent bedrooms to two new depu-
ties from the Saguache County 
Sheriff ’s Office (SCSO) seemed 
like a great idea. In her victim 
statement Christopher says, 
“This would be a win for not only 
myself, but for the officers (depu-
ties), and the community as well. 
Response time to Crestone would 
be cut drastically. It seemed ben-
eficial to all.”

According to Christopher, 
the deal made with Deputies Nate 
Randal and Dominick Vasquez 
specified that each deputy would 
pay $100 per month for a bedroom, 
shared bath, living room, laundry 
room, and kitchen. Christopher’s 
bedroom was off limits to the ten-
ants, as was her truck. Dominick 
Vasquez was the deputy who com-
municated directly with Christo-
pher and was to pass the rental 
rules on to Deputy Randal. Chris-
topher asked for the rent money to 
be placed in a cocoa tin. She said, 
“I thought with such a small sum 
of money, and with their position 
in our community, the honor sys-
tem would be reasonable.” The 
deputies moved in December 2019. 
Christopher left for medical treat-
ments in Florida.

Saguache County Sheriff Dan 
Warwick was pleased to have dep-
uties in Crestone because getting 
a better response time to incidents 
in Crestone and the Baca Grande 
is a long time problem that looked 
as though it was getting solved. 
The new substation which Steve 
McDowell and Elaine Johnson 
have put in to the new Crestone 
Mercantile addition for the SCSO 
would be staffed regularly. The 
sheriff told me, “I feel bad we are 
not yet in that space.” 

Christopher began to get 
concerning reports from friends 

who cleaned for her and took care 
of her pets and plants.  She was 
told that the deputies were disre-
specting the space and the agree-
ment they had made. Reports of a 
filthy house were bad enough but 
when Deputy Vasquez brought his 
partner to live there without per-
mission from Christopher things 
seemed to spiral out of control. He 
lied to Christopher about the new 
resident and the condition of the 
home said Christopher. In early 
January the cocoa tin cash kitty 
went missing and Christopher re-
ceived only forty dollars rent for 
the deputies’ whole terrible stay. 
Every time she asked Deputy 
Vasquez about reports that rental 
rules were not being followed, “he 
downplayed the situation.”

According to Christopher, 
after incidents around the deliv-
ery and installation of a new pro-
pane stove, another barrage of 
half-truths and outright lies from 
Deputy Vasquez, concern over her 
Crestone home increased. Christo-
pher said, “I was 1900 miles from 
home and realized that I had left 
my home in the hands of a danger-
ous man.” She gave the deputies 
a thirty-day notice to vacate the 
property by February 5.

Christopher had some time 
between the medical treatments 
she had gone to Florida for and 
decided to drive to Crestone to 
see what was really going on on 
Alder Street. She got home the 
evening of February 2 to a “ran-
cid smell” and a trashed house. 
Her bedroom had obviously been 
used even though it was “off lim-
its” and not part of the deputies’ 
rental agreement. Christopher 
said that Deputy Vasquez claimed 
that someone had broken into the 
house, had sex in her bed, and 
wrecked her truck, which was 
sporting a broken windshield, 
a muddy bed, and was running 
poorly. Christopher said, “I feel 
completely violated and disheart-
ened by men who were supposed 
to protect and serve.”

In addition to a trashed-to-
the-max house, Christopher dis-
covered her daughter’s Playsta-
tion 4 was missing. Deputy Wayne 
Clark later returned the missing 
Playstation. Christopher stated, 
“Also stolen were cannabis candy 
bars, wine, champagne, liquor and 
all of my food containers.” Chris-
topher is not comfortable in her 
home any more. She can’t even 
sleep in her bedroom she said.

Sheriff Dan Warwick was as-
tounded at the behavior of these 
young men. He told me, “If I had 
known, I wouldn’t have recom-
mended them.” One deputy is no 
longer with the SCSO and both 
were disciplined over the rent-
al complaint. The Sheriff feels 
badly for Christopher as a crime 
victim. He said, “There’s nothing 
SCSO can do to make her whole 
again.” Sheriff Warwick is also 
frustrated that his work to pro-
vide this side of the county with 
more deputies has tanked. He did 
assure me he intends to have the 
new Crestone SCSO sub-station 
staffed with competent deputies 
by summer.

Hearing Aid Services www.coloradohearingaid.com

• Free Hearing Tests available by appointment        • Walk-ins welcome

Our Specials Our Locations
Entry Level Hearing device Special
• $895 per hearing aid     
• This device will fit your budget to get you 

back in the conversation!

SoundLens In the Canal Hearing Aids
• 100% custom made to fit your ear
• Self Learning, SoundLens gradually and 

automatically learns patient volume 
control preferences

• $500 Off advanced digital hearing aids

EARS 2 U
Alamosa Office
2101 Main Street, Alamosa
719-587-9820

Pagosa Springs Office
190 Talisman Drive, Ste C-3 
Pagosa Springs
970-731-4554

3 bucks and a doe in snow.  photo by Kate Steichen

http://www.coloradohearingaid.com


Page 6 • The Crestone Eagle • March, 2020                                                                                                                                           www.crestoneeagle.com

by Sandia Belgrade
The County is well pre-

pared for the corona virus
The coronavirus has infected 

more than 75,000 people in main-
land China and around the world. 
1800 deaths have been document-
ed. So far 15 cases of coronavirus 
disease have been identified in the 
U.S. How safe is our county? Key 
department heads are on top of 
emergency preparedness for the vi-
rus which the World Health Organ-
ization has now designated with the 
official name COVID-19. Lynette 
Grant, head of the Public Health 
Department, reports that the de-
partment has a stockpile of person-
al protective equipment  including 
face masks, gowns and gloves. They 
have submitted the inventory to the 
State. There is also a well-stocked 
emergency trailer able to respond 
quickly. The State is developing a 
plan, and all health personnel are 
closely monitoring the situation. 
Grant met with Robert Woelz, Di-
rector of Emergency Preparedness, 
and both are monitoring the virus. 
Woelz noted that  most healthy peo-
ple would weather an infection. Fig-
ures can be deceiving: the case fa-
tality rate of COVID-19 appears to 
be about 2.5%, which is in keeping 
with what it was at the beginning 
of the outbreak. By comparison, the 
case fatality rate for the seasonal 
flu in the United States ranges be-
tween 10% and 18%. Thus, most of 
us in our county have more to fear 
from the flu. Grant said the usual 
precautions apply: wash hands and 
cover a cough or sneeze. Yet, most 
people do not wash their hands af-
ter using a toilet. There’s also been 
a rise in xenophobia. Wash your 
hands of that, too.

Check your voting status 
A long-time resident of Cres-

tone who has been registered to vote 
with Saguache County since 2004 
and always received her ballots, 
including last November’s, checked 
her status only to find the State had 
no record of her. That’s alarming in 
a significant year such as this one. 
She checked her voter registration 
with Saguache County and discov-
ered Saguache County also had 
no record of her voter registration. 
This is a heads up to check your reg-
istration, even if you regularly vote.

Registration is easy
Go to the County website: 

www.saguachecounty.net. Under 
Departments, select Clerk and Re-
corder. This links you to their web-
site which is www.colorado.gov/sa-

guachecoclerk, a government portal 
which is much more stable than 

our County website and one 
which the County Clerk De-
partment regularly updates. 

There are six links to the 
Secretary of State’s 

webpage for informa-
tion pertaining to the 
upcoming elections. 
Select Elections and 

scroll down. You can 
register to vote in either Spanish or 
English. Wait a day and check your 
status on the Secretary of State’s 
website and/or call the County to 
confirm you’re in the system. No 
online access? Call 719-655-2512 to 
request a voter registration form be 
mailed to you. 

County website 
Speaking of the County web-

site, it is often not up-to-date. In 
fact, unlike the County Clerk and 
Recorder, some departments have 
not updated their information for 
several years. The Public Health 
and Social Services departments 
are particularly in need of provid-
ing current information. Residents 
have a right to expect a better web-
site. This an area the Commission-
ers might better oversee.

Do not fear the census
County Administrator Wendi 

Maez introduced a resolution to pro-
claim March 29 to April 4 as Census 
Week. Flyers will be posted around 
the county.  The census benefits our 
county because it determines that it 
gets its fair share of the more than 
$675 billion per year in the amount 
of federal funds, grants and support 
to states, counties and communi-
ties based on population totals and 
breakdowns by sex, age, race and 
other factors. We need the census 
to count everyone. It helps your 
community gets its fair share of the 
more than $675 billion per year in 
federal funds spent on schools, hos-
pitals, roads, public works and other 
vital programs. However, one item 
has aroused paranoia: it asks res-
idents to check if they are Hispan-
ic. That arouses suspicion in these 
charged political times. By law the 
Census Bureau is legally bound to 
strict confidentiality requirements. 
Individual records are not shared 
with anyone, including federal 
agencies and law enforcement en-
tities. Note that you can leave the 
question blank and your census will 
still be counted. Maez has applied 
for available census grants.

The Crestone Baca Plan-
ning Commission may dissolve

Of note to Crestone residents 
is the possible dissolution of the 
Crestone Baca Planning Commis-
sion. This might be a positive thing. 
By way of background, Bill Mc-
Clure, who is on the County Plan-
ning Commission, related that at 
the time a gas station was partial-
ly built—the half finished cement 
block structure near the POA—
Crestone Baca residents wanted 

more say on their area.  However, 
there were times they had no quo-
rum, and they had only done lot 
consolidations.  According to Com-
missioner Jason Anderson, it meant 
that the area with the largest pop-
ulation had no say on County plan-
ning. The Board of County Commis-
sioners (BoCC) have moved forward 
on this effort to have Crestone rep-
resented on the County-wide plan-
ning commission so representation 
will be fairer. The  BoCC held a 
Public Comment Work Session in 
February. The County will advertise 
for interested residents to submit a 
letter, and the Commissioners will 
decide who to appoint. People have 
already expressed interest in apply-
ing. Crestone will have one mem-
ber and one alternate. The County 
Planning Commission will stay at 
nine members.

Center annexation impact 
report 

Brian Lujan, Town of Center 
Manager, has drawn up a detailed 
property annexation impact report 
and presented it to the BoCC. Giv-
en the difficulties the County has 
encountered with previous annex-
ation efforts, the Board is trying to 
ensure that the minimum require-
ments are being met.  The annexa-
tion will allow for construction of a 
new ultra-modern sanitation plant 
to allow for more businesses and ad-
ditional housing, which is essential 
for recruiting and retaining quality 
teachers. 

Jury duty scam
The Sheriff ’s Office has re-

ceived reports from the 12th Judi-
cial District Jury Commissioner of 
a recent phone scam. Several Sa-
guache County residents have re-
ceived calls from an unknown per-
son who indicated that he was with 
the Sheriff ’s Office and that there 
was an arrest warrant for the indi-
vidual for not showing up for jury 
duty. The person was told that the 
bond was $925.00 and that the per-
son needed to pay the amount in the 
form of a cashier’s check. The call-
er gave a phone number to confirm 
the warrant and it was eventually 
routed to the Conejos County Sher-
iff ’s Office.  The Jury Commissioner 
and Saguache County, along with 
the Conejos County Sheriff ’s Office, 
wants citizens to know that this is a 

scam. Do not pay/send any money! 
If the Jury Commissioner requires 
your presence in court, you will re-
ceive a Jury Notice by mail or will 
be served personally by a Sheriff ’s 
Deputy. If you have any concerns 
please call the Jury Commission-
er, 719-589-7602 or the Saguache 
County Sheriff ’s Office, 719-655-
2525.

SNAP benefits being cut 
Linda Warsh, Director of So-

cial Services, reported that the 
Trump administration approved a 
new rule that is estimated to cut off 
nearly 700,000 unemployed people 
from food assistance provided by 
the Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program, or SNAP (formerly 
known as food stamps). The rule 
makes it harder for states to waive 
the federal program’s work require-
ments. Ken Anderson pointed out 
that they are not taking into consid-
eration that in rural areas like ours 
there is very little work during win-
ter months.

Administrative report
Wendi Maez said that the Na-

tional Park Service requested ap-
proval to improve trail signs.  The 
County has signed an agreement 
with the Department of the Interior 
for signs on the Old Spanish Trail 
which the County will install. Maez 
also noted that the County needs to 
have a better payroll system in place.  

Land Use
Amber Wilson may only be the 

interim Land Use Administrator 
until a permanent one is chosen, 
but she has certainly had a work-
load during her trial run. In Febru-
ary she presented 12 different com-
panies for their yearly marijuana 
review. Wilson also reported that 
2019 excise tax money coming into 
the County totaled approximately 
$228,500. Revenue from conditional 
use permits—much of that also from 
marijuana—came to $49,853. Coun-
ty resident Shawn Quick asked if 
any of the $228,500 could be applied 
to code/law and she received a pos-
itive reply.

Problems on County Road 
41G 

Four residents who live on 
County Road 41G came to seek 
relief from the Commissioners. It 
seems that over the last 20 months 
their road has been barraged with 
nails. Not just one or two, but so 
many that they have had fifteen flat 
tires in one year and in one instance 
7 nails in 1 tire. It has hindered 
emergency medical travel.  The  res-
idents said someone has also been 
shooting at the house. To them, it 
feels like homegrown terrorism hap-
pening right here. They called the 
Sheriff who said it’s a civil matter 
between neighbors and they’re not 
coming out. I spoke off the record 
with a deputy who said that there 
might be more going on than was 
apparent.  Randy Arredondo of  the 
Road and Bridge Department said 
they will scrape the road of nails.  

Equal Housing
Lender

NMLS#
421822

Saguache 
  County 
   News

Brian Luhan, Center Town Manager.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.saguachecounty.net
http://www.colorado.gov/sa-guachecoclerk
http://www.colorado.gov/sa-guachecoclerk
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February 10, 2020 Board of 
Trustees Meeting   

The meeting was called to order 
at 9:31am, and the Board of Trustees 
passed the following motions:

• To approve the agenda as 
amended

• To approve the minutes of 
the regular Board meeting of Janu-
ary 13, 2020 

• To approve paying the bills 
• To approve the financial re-

port as presented
• To approve Treasurer Bus-

by and Public Works Coordinator 
Andrew Martinez spending up to 
$30,000.00 to purchase a new trac-
tor, including a three-point attach-
ment for ditch cleaning.

• To direct Treasurer Busby 
to work with Wall, Smith, Bateman, 
Inc. on this year’s audit.

• To  change the status of  
Code Enforcer Armando Méndez-
Sánchez from contract labor to a 
regular part-time employee

• To rescind the January 
13, 2020 motion that approved 
an agreement with the Crestone 
branch of the USPS  to regularly 
provide snow plowing services; and 
instead to direct Town staff to plow 
the post office’s parking lot only as 
an emergency backup if the post of-
fice’s private contractor is unable 
to plow, contingent on receiving a 
signed release of liability form for 
the Town and its employees from 
the postmistress

• To approve the MOU with 
the Crestone Charter School to use 
Town Hall as a shelter and care fa-
cility in the event of an emergency 
evacuation of school premises.

• To purchase and replace a 
15mph speed limit sign on W. Gold-
en Ave.

• To direct Attorney Farish to 
draw up a document for condition-
al approval based on concerns and 
issues discussed after the public 
hearing for the PUD application on 
Tract 3, presented by Crestone Peak 
Community Housing

• To approve any of the fol-
lowing people to meet and discuss 
sewer collections and IGA agree-
ments with the Baca Grande Water 
and Sanitation District (BGWSD): 
Trustee Sam Pace, Mayor Kairina 
Danforth, Treasurer Gwynn Busby 
and Water Manager Ann Bunting.

• To adjourn the meeting at 
3:30pm.

Staff reports 
Treasurer Busby discussed the 

following in her report:
• Most recent tax revenue re-

ported was $31,251.00
• Marijuana tax received in 

January 2020 $748.20. Income from 
paraphernalia in January 2020 to-
taled $224.50

• Update on a BGWSD meet-
ing that took place on January 28, 
2020 with Mayor Danforth, Treasur-
er Busby, and  BGWSD manager and 
two Board members regarding the 
Town’s IGA with the Baca Grande 
Water and Sanitation District 

• Proposal to buy a new trac-
tor with a six year warranty after 
several bids were researched.

• Changing the Code Enforc-

er’s status from contract labor to a 
part-time employee

Mayor Danforth reported 
• A public congratulation was 

given to Clerk Ransom for becom-
ing a fully certified Municipal Clerk 
with the International Institute of 
Municipal Clerks (IIMC) and being 
the first Clerk in the Town’s history 
to be certified.

•  The Town will be acquiring a 
new telescope, courtesy of Kim Mal-
ville, in order to hold public stargaz-
ing events with a stargazing event 
to take place on August 14, 2020 at 
Colorado College’s  Baca Campus

Clerk Ransom discussed 
the following in her report

• CIRSA, the Town’s insurer, 
strongly advised not plowing on pri-
vate property due to third party li-
ability concerns 

• CIRSA also recommend-
ed that any electric car charging 
stations in town need to be well 
marked, and the Town needs to be 
sure that an agreement with the 
company indemnifies the Town 
from all liability for any damage to 
the charging stations and cars. 

• 2020 Election will be held by 
mail ballot, and ballots will be sent 
between March 16 and March 24.

• The candidate nomination 
petition period has ended with the 
following results: Kimberly Mar-
tinez and Benjamin Byer are the 
two candidates for the two Trustee 
seats opening up, and the Mayor 
position will have two candidates 
on the ballot: Adam Kinney and 
Kairina Danforth

• A TABOR issue will be on 
the ballot asking the town voters 
to approve a one half of one percent 
sales tax increase for the specific 
purpose of increasing revenue in 
the water and sewer budgets, which 
have been in the red for years.

• Before voting, please con-
firm directly with the Saguache 
County Clerk that you are regis-
tered and that your address is cor-
rect, as the County updates voter 
lists as per State statute and the 
County Clerk also provides the 
Town Clerk mailing labels for ballot 
packets.

Water System Manager 
Ann Bunting reported 

• The Division of Water Re-
sources (DWR) has agreed to correct 
and update the Town’s well pump-
ing records. This update will show 
a reduction of usage of 90% for the 
years 2011-2014

• Update on the Town’s cross 
contamination surveys and a new 
water service hook-up to Block 46 
(S. Spruce Ave.)

• Clerk Ransom was directed 
to review a letter to be drafted by 
Water Manager Ann Bunting re-
garding reasons to support a sales 
tax increase before sending to Board 
members for input

Planning Commission 
Chair Terry Goergen reported 

on the monthly Planning Commis-
sion meeting of February 3, 2020, 
which included a discussion with 
Attorney Farish about the unfin-
ished building on W. Golden Ave. 
and possible remedies.

Presentations to Board
Crestone Charter School Di-

rector Marie-Louise Baker pre-
sented a draft Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) to the Trustees 
requesting that Town Hall be desig-
nated as an emergency site, which 
the Board approved.

Attorney’s report
Attorney Gene Farish served as 

the public hearing officer and opened 
the hearing at 1pm, stating that the 
purpose of the public hearing was to 
solicit public comment on the pro-
posed Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) for a senior housing devel-
opment on Tract 3 land within the 
Town of Crestone and requested by 
the non-profit group, Crestone Peak 
Community Housing. Approximate-
ly 30 people were in attendance.

Farish verified that all legal 
public posting and mailing require-
ments had been met by the Town, 
including publication in local news-
papers of general circulation, as 
per Crestone Zoning Regulations, 
Section IX-10 and the Town of Cre-
stone’s Ordinance #2010-016. 

Attorney Farish explained 
planned unit developments to the 
audience members, saying that 
they may not adhere to a strict zon-
ing code, but can be an overlay of a 
particular zone. Furthermore, the 
Board decides if a PUD is appropri-
ate for that specific zone. Attorney 
Farish confirmed that Tract 3 was 
zoned rural residential, consisting 
of 4.62 acres. 

Attorney Farish stated that the 
applicant had met with the Plan-
ning Commission and the Board of 
the Trustees for preliminary meet-
ings. The applicant stated at the 
Board meeting of January 13, 2020 
that they were ready to go forward 
and requested a public hearing. 
After sworn testimony, the Board 
would then decide whether or not 
to approve the application for the 
PUD, or to approve it with certain 
conditions.

Attorney Farish announced 
the names of those people who sub-
mitted comments to the Town in 
writing prior to the hearing.

Positive comments submitted 
via mail or email came from Bar-
bara and William Howell, Gussie 
Fauntleroy, Marta Shoman, Kate 
Steichen, Linda Craig and Leslie 
Danziger.

One oppositional comment 
was submitted via email from town 
resident Fred Bauder.

Farish opened the hearing for 
comments in favor of the proposed 

PUD. The following people were 
individually sworn in by Attorney 
Farish before speaking: Kirsten 
Schreiber, Barbara Hoepner, Rich-
ard Sanderson, Steve Elliott, Benja-
min Byer and Matt Hudson of SGM 
Engineering, who gave positive de-
tails about the survey he had done 
at the site for CPCH. 

Fred Bauder was the only op-
positional speaker and stated that 
while senior housing was a good 
idea, the distant and rocky location 
the group chose was not a place for 
seniors. As an alternative, Bauder 
suggested a large downtown inn 
that is currently for sale with side-
walks and parking already adjacent, 
and making it pedestrian friendly 
and accessible to all town services. 
He also addressed flooding possi-
bilities due to a large open gulley 
extending south from Burnt Gulch 
Canyon, cutting across Tract 3 and 
extending all the way to Camino 
Baca Grande road near the kiosk. 

Trustee comments followed 
about conditions which needed to be 
addressed, such as confirmation of 
an insurance of completion guaran-
tee, possible traffic and flood studies 
and water/sewer hookup reviews by 
the Town. The Town still needed to 
determine whether or not the water 
plant would need a secondary pump 
installed to have adequate pressure 
up to the site with multiple dwell-
ings planned and the possibility of 
needing large water taps.

Attorney Farish closed the 
public hearing at 2:41pm and re-
manded the matter to the Board.

After informing the applicant 
that they would make a decision on 
approving the PUD application at 
the March meeting, the Board went 
on to discuss a letter from resident 
Mary Lowers regarding a drain-
age issue near the W. Galena Street 
Bridge.

A letter sent from the Baca 
Grande Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict stating the BGWSD would not 
renew their current IGA with the 
Town was also discussed. 

Trustee Laki gave detailed 
historical background about the 
sewer system, which the Colorado 
Department of Health mandated, 
and grant funding for both the 
Town and the BGWSD upgrades 
was dependent on a special agree-
ment set up by the State for the two 
entities to work together; thus, the 
Town was never considered a regu-
lar residential customer like POA 
members who pay their own mill 
levies for services.

At a special meeting of Crestone Town Trustees on February 10, Kirsten Schreiber 
presented information on behalf of Crestone Peak Community Housing (CPCH) regard-
ing the Living Wisdom housing project’s development plans, once their land is acquired.  
CPCH, a non-profit, is applying for a PUD (Planned Unit Development). This is required 
to build on the 4.6 acres behind the Charter School they have a contract on.     
           photo by Lori Nagel
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Baca Grande Property Owner’s 
Assoc. meeting report

by David Lee 
The Baca Grande Proper-

ty Owners Association held its 
monthly meeting on February 20 
in a new format, scheduled to al-
ternate with the more traditional 
business meetings, with reports 
from departments and commit-
tees. In this more informal and 
informational meeting, reports 
on general topics provided oppor-
tunities for questioning by the 20 
members present. Kevin Flewell, 
the Executive Director, gave a con-
cise summary of issues in the POA 
that have taken up much of his 
time. With Emergency Manage-
ment Services (EMS) he is working 
with staff on adding training and 
ensuring that supplies are ade-
quate and well organized.  A new 
billing service will accept Medicaid 
payments, producing $100,000 of 
additional income each year. He is 
aware that the Fire Department is 
short nine volunteers to operate all 
of the equipment in case of a major 
emergency.  He sees that the chal-
lenge in attracting more firemen is 
to provide adequate employment 
and housing. 

The principal challenge of the 
Maintenance Department is to en-
sure that some 90 miles of roads are 
kept in good shape, with additional 
gravel to surface the most needed 
roads, keep the existing equipment 
in good operating condition, and 
auction off the old equipment that 
is no longer being used.

As for Administration, much 
progress has been made in imple-
menting new software for human 
resources and finances.  He hopes 
that a revamped website will be 
completed and operating in about 
three months.   The finances are in 
good shape.  

Kevin talked about starting 
a strategic planning exercise that 
will produce a relatively short list 
of actionable items.  It will be con-
ducted by a planning professional, 
and it will consist of interviews and 
workshops.  This is not a master 

planning process, but more for the 
short term.  Members of the audi-
ence stressed that this process be 
as transparent and inclusive as 
possible.  This planning process 
will occur in the near future. 

Jason Anderson, a County 
Commissioner in his last year of 
service, spoke of County issues that 
particularly affect the POA.  He 
spoke of roads in general, and the 
difficulty in obtaining funding (from 
a gasoline tax) to maintain them, 
particularly difficult in rural areas, 
such as Saguache County.  He did 
mention that the Commissioners 
are working to pave the second exit 
road from the Baca, the extension 
of the Spanish Creek Trail beyond 
the Baca and across Wildlife Refuge 
land, to Colorado College and the T 
Road.  They intend to pave this road 
during 2020.  

This past year the marijuana 
licensing fee has realized an income 
of $232,000. This money is to be 
applied to code enforcement. The 
County has hired a code enforce-
ment officer. His work started with 
the grow operations and is now ex-
tending county-wide, including the 
Baca.  He is looking at violations of 
sewage treatment, blight and unli-
censed structures.  He is starting at 
the Lazy KV Estates but will contin-
ue surveying the Baca. Owners in 
the Baca must comply with County 
code, and violations are more easily 
penalized than the violations of cov-
enants in the Baca (more legal teeth 
with the County).

On a per-capita basis, Sa-
guache County is one of the most 
rapidly growing in the country, 
and its new residents are primar-
ily over 65, middle income, and 
moving from urban centers.  We 
will increasingly face challenges of 
affordable senior housing and ade-
quate health care for this expand-
ing senior population.  Think of 
Saguache County facing the chal-
lenge of managing growth.  

The Commissioners have rec-
ommended the dissolution of the 

Crestone/Baca Planning Commis-
sion, arguing that the development 
problems are no longer unique to 
this local area and would be better 
met by the effective County Plan-
ning Commission.  

Bert Wadman spoke about the 
Safe Trails to Schools program in 
the Baca.  Considerable progress 
has been made towards the design 
and construction of a non-motor-
ized trail paralleling the Camino 
Baca Grande, and not only provid-
ing a safe passage for students to 
and from school, but also runners, 
joggers and walkers of all ages.  As 
traffic grows on this main artery 
into the Baca, the necessity of a 
pedestrian route away from the 
road is more important.  $625,000 
has been raised for the trail, with 
only another $80,000 to be raised.  
Bert expects that the planning and 
design progress will finish in 2020 
and the actual construction will 
finish by the end of 2021. Its com-
pletion will stimulate planning for 
connecting routes. A trail from the 
NWR headquarters and up through 

the Colorado College property will 
connect to the main path, hopefully 
complete in 2020.  

Finally, Peggy Godfrey spoke 
of her decades-long campaign to 
stop the erosion of water resourc-
es in the north San Luis Valley, 
including Crestone and the Baca. 
The principal contributor is the Bu-
reau of Reclamation’s Closed Basin 
Project.  Through Peggy’s persis-
tence, the Rio Grande Water Con-
trol District is looking at this issue 
in more detail.  By the time this pa-
per is published, several Crestoni-
ans will have heard (and hopefully 
questioned) the most experienced 
hydrologist working in the valley to 
shed more light on the drying up of 
suface water in the northern valley, 
particularly the drying of both San 
Luis and Saguache creeks. 

The meeting format seemed 
successful, from informal com-
ments heard after. Perhaps fewer 
topics/speakers would leave more 
time for audience questioning.  
This was much more enjoyable 
than a typical business meeting.  

“Let’s Get Sustainable”
The San Luis Valley Tourism Association will host its 20th annual 

conference on March 4, 2020.  This year’s theme is “Let’s Get Sustaina-
ble!”  Speakers will include Addison Phillips with Charge Ahead Colora-
do, Steve Coffin with NoCo PLACES 2050, and Dr. Nick Parker, teaching 
Sustainability 101.

The Colorado Energy Office (CEO) and Regional Air Quality Coun-
cil (RAQC) jointly administer the Charge Ahead Colorado electric vehi-
cle (EV) charging infrastructure grant program. Grants are available 
for community-based Level II and DC fast-charging stations. Program 
objectives include improving air quality, encouraging deployment of EVs 
across the state, and supporting implementation of the Colorado Elec-
tric Vehicle Plan. Since its inception in 2013, the Charge Ahead Colora-
do program has made awards for more than 930 EV charging stations 
across the state.

NoCo PLACES 2050 is a collaborative effort formed in May of 2018 
to manage the impact of population growth on Colorado’s mountains, 
with an initial focus on local, state and federal lands in the Arapaho 
Roosevelt Forest region. The group includes leaders from the U.S. Forest 
Service, National Park Service, Colorado Parks & Wildlife, Boulder, Clear 
Creek, Gilpin, Jefferson and Larimer counties, and other key stakehold-
ers.  Throughout his career, Steve Coffin has specialized in developing 
and implementing strategies to help businesses, governmental entities 
and non-profits align themselves around strategy and vision and more 
effectively communicate and position themselves and their initiatives.

The mission of the San Luis Valley Tourism Association is to pre-
serve our environmental and cultural resources by unifying our market-
ing efforts to promote the mystic San Luis Valley as a tourism destina-
tion and thereby developing responsible economic growth for the seven 
counties of the valley.

The conference will be held March 4 at the Alamosa Elks Lodge at 
406 Hunt Avenue from 9:30am to 4pm.  Lunch will be provided. The con-
ference will include, as always, the popular “What’s New” session.  You 
may register online at sanluisvalley.org or at the door.

427 East First St., Salida • 539-6142

Emergencies Welcome❖
• Root Canal Therapy • Mercury Free Fillings • Preventive Care
• Conservative & Surgical Treatment of Gum Disease 
• Cosmetic Veneers / Whitening • Crowns & Bridges 
• Dentures Partial & Complete • Wisdom Teeth Extractions 
• Nitrous Oxide Sedation • Adult Invisalign

All General and Specialty Services performed by Dr. Filter

Permanent Crowns

"The Art of Dentistry"
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Modern Technology 
Digital X-Rays

prepared and delivered in one appointment

Snapped this beautiful buck’s photo in the Baca Chalets 1 on January 24.  
             photo by Lori Nagel 

http://www.crestoneeagle.com


The Crestone Eagle • March, 2020 • Page 9 

Monte Vista Crane Festival March 6-8
The Sandhill Cranes are arriving

Every March, bird lovers flock 
to Colorado’s picturesque San Luis 
Valley from all over the state and 
beyond to witness the arrival of 
some 25,000 Sandhill Cranes.

The Monte Vista Crane Festi-
val, slated for March 6-8, celebrates 
the cranes’ annual stopover in the 
valley. “Their remarkable journey 
begins in southern New Mexico’s 
Bosque del Apache National Wild-
life Refuge and ends in the cranes’ 
nesting grounds around the Yampa 
Valley, Greater Yellowstone area 
and even further north for some 
of the longer-traveled birds,” said 
Crane Festival committee presi-
dent Jenny Nehring.

Now in its 37th season, the 
crane festival is one of the oldest 
birding festivals in the country and 
the oldest in Colorado. Though the 
festival began in celebration of a 
small Whooping Crane population 
grown from science aimed at boost-
ing the faltering species, the event 
now pays full tribute to Sandhill 
Cranes. 

The San Luis Valley’s wide-
open alpine desert, flanked by the 
rugged Sangre de Cristo and San 
Juan mountains, offers breathtak-
ing vistas. The standalone beauty 
is heightened by the arrival of the 
cranes, drawing wildlife lovers and 
photographers to the valley every 
year to bear witness. Other wildlife 
sightings include owls, eagles, elk, 
mule deer, pronghorn, coyote and a 
variety of other birds and raptors.

The elegant cranes gather by 
the thousands in the Monte Vista 
National Wildlife Refuge, which 
manages its habitat to attract the 
birds and other wildlife. Refuge 
staff plant barley in the surround-
ing fields and mow them down just 
before the festival. Cranes gath-
er in the newly mowed areas to 
feed on the fallen grain and small 

animals attracted to the food. At 
night, the wetlands provide roost-
ing sites that help protect cranes 
from predators, said Refuge Man-
ager Suzanne Beauchaine.

Festivalgoers and folks visit-
ing throughout most of March can 
expect to see hundreds if not thou-
sands of cranes in one field alone. 
The cranes spread their expansive 
wings, dancing and hopping in a 
beautiful courtship display. During 
crane fest, there’s an almost rever-
ent quiet among the hundreds of 
visitors lined up with cameras and 
binoculars along the split rail fence 
separating the refuge from viewing 
stations. The profound silence al-
lows people to hear the rolling trill 
of the cranes and sound of rushing 
wings when the birds suddenly 
take off en masse.

The festival includes ex-
pert-led crane- and hawk-viewing 
tours, adventures to unique nat-
ural areas in the San Luis Valley, 
wildlife presentations, nature mov-
ies and a kids’ coloring contest. 
There’s also a craft and nature fair 
with an array of nature-oriented 
goodies such as birdhouses, jewel-
ry, wood carvings, quilts, photogra-
phy and paintings. 

Other local activities include 
a visit to Great Sand Dunes Na-
tional Park, downhill skiing at 
Wolf Creek Ski Area, beer tasting 
at one of several local breweries, 
snowshoeing, cross-country skiing, 
hiking and hot springs. 

Folks interested in seeing 
Sandhill Cranes during the birds’ 
annual San Luis Valley stopover 
should make plans as soon as 
possible. Festival tours, speakers 
and local accommodations typi-
cally sell out fast. For schedule 
and ticket information, visit www.
mvcranefest.org.

Crane watchers brave cold temperatures to view the annual crane migration. 
                     photo by Gerald DeShirlia, courtesy Monte Vista Crane Festival

MAITRI MASSAGE
Awareness Based Massage Therapy

ANNE ROSS, LMT
INCORPORATING DEEP TISSUE, THERAPEUTIC & ACUPRESSURE TECHNIQUES

719-588-8727 anneross1@icloud.com

Democratic Party caucuses March 7
by Barbara Tidd
Show up on Saturday, March 

7 at 1:30pm to register and chat 
with your neighbors before the cau-
cus begins promptly at 2pm.

Where is my caucus?
Precincts 1 (Saguache/Villa 

Grove) & 2 (Sargents): Saguache 
Rd. & Bridge, 305 3rd St., Saguache

Precincts 3 (Town of Crestone, 
Casita Park), 4 (Moffat), 5 (Baca): 
Crestone Charter School, 330 E. 
Lime Ave., Crestone

Precincts 6 (Center West) & 7 
(Center East): Kiwanis Hall, 5th & 
Broadway, Center

To find your precinct go to 
www.GoVoteColorado.com, click on 
Find My Registration, then County 
& District Information. Your pre-
cinct number is the last 2 digits on 
the Precinct line.

Or contact Barbara Tidd, Sa-
guache County DEMS Secretary at 
slvbarb498@gmail.com, 719-221-
8434.

Hold on . . . Didn’t we get 
rid of caucuses? 

Good question—the answer 
is “No!” In 2016, voters passed 
Proposition 107 & 108 which re-es-
tablished presidential primaries. 
Therefore, Colorado will have a pri-
mary election on Tuesday, March 3, 
for the presidential race. Howev-
er, Colorado (both Ds and Rs) still 
holds caucuses to help select which 
non-presidential candidates will be 
on the primary ballot.

Why should I caucus?
Caucus is the first step in 

the election process for non-pres-
idential candidates, and it’s your 
opportunity to make your mark on 
the Democratic Party. On Saturday, 
March 7, you will have the oppor-
tunity to advocate for which Demo-
crats you want to be on the primary 
ballot for US Senate, Congressional 
District 3 (CD3), Senate District 35 
(SD35), House District 62 (HD62), 
and County Commissioner. Want 
to be a Precinct Organizer (PO)? 
Want to be a delegate or alternate 
to County Assembly/Convention? 
POs and delegates are elected at 
caucus. Have an idea for a change 
in the Democratic Party Platform? 
Want to start your journey to be-
come a National Delegate to this 
summer’s Democratic National 

Convention? It all starts at caucus. 
Colorado US Senate candi-

dates who are going through the 
caucus/assembly process are An-
drew Romanoff, Erik Underwood, 
John Hickenlooper, Stephany Rose 
Spaulding, and Trish Zornio. Oth-
er US Senate candidates are peti-
tioning only and are not part of the 
caucus/assembly process. See colo-
radodems.org/2020-candidates for 
all candidates’ names.

Who can caucus?
Registered Democrats in Col-

orado can caucus. Also, if you will 
be 18 years of age on or before 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 (Elec-
tion Day), if you registered to vote 
as a Democrat by Feb. 14, you can 
caucus!

Saguache County Assem-
bly

The Saguache County As-
sembly/Convention will be held on 
Sunday, March 29 at the Saguache 
Community Building, 525 7th St. 
beginning with a noon potluck. The 
County Assembly/Convention will 
begin at 1pm sharp. Whether or 
not you are elected as a delegate or 
alternate to the County Assembly/
Convention, you are welcome to at-
tend. It is open to the public.

Saguache County is allowed 
4 Delegates to the State Assem-
bly, State Convention, CD3, SD35, 
HD62, and JD12 Assemblies. Del-
egates to each of these Assemblies 
and Convention can be different 
delegates. In addition, Saguache 
County may have one member on 
the State Permanent Organiza-
tion/Credentials Committee, which 
meets after the County Assemblies 
and before the State Assemblies, 
which are at the Denver Conven-
tion Center on April 17. State Con-
vention is at the Denver Conven-
tion Center on April 18.

For more information or to see 
the 2020 Colorado Delegate Selec-
tion Plan, go to www.coloradodems.
org/caucus.

For more information or to get 
involved with the Saguache Coun-
ty Democratic Party, contact Chair 
Randy Arredondo randyharredon-
do@gmail.com; or Secretary Bar-
bara Tidd, slvbarb498@gmail.com, 
719-221-8434.

http://www.mvcranefest.org
http://www.mvcranefest.org
mailto:anneross1@icloud.com
http://www.GoVoteColorado.com
mailto:slvbarb498@gmail.com
http://www.coloradodems
mailto:randyharredon-do@gmail.com
mailto:randyharredon-do@gmail.com
mailto:slvbarb498@gmail.com
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Emmy Savage featured artist Shumei 
International; Symposium March 22

Emmy Savage will be show-
ing her work at the Shumei Gal-
lery in Crestone for the month of 
March. A symposium with Emmy 
will be held where she will be 
reading from her book, Walking 
the Stations in the Sangre de Cris-
to Mountains, a work that directly 
relates to her painted landscapes. 
A reception will follow. As an ac-

tive member of our Crestone artist 
community we are using this op-
portunity to thank Emmy for her 
many contributions to the arts in 
Crestone, as she will be moving 
from Crestone this year.

Emmy’s work explores the re-
lationship between landscape, sol-
itude, contemplation and spiritual 
connectedness. Her subjects range 
from the mountain and skyscapes 
of the Sangre de Cristo Mountains 
to the intricate architecture of the 
corrals and cattle chutes of the 
Luis Maria Baca Wildlife Refuge 
and those of Cochetopa Creek in 
the San Juan Mountains across the 
valley.  She has walked through all 
of the landscapes that appear in 
her essays and paintings.

Come visit with Emmy and 
learn more about her work on Sun-
day March 22, 3pm to 5pm. This 
event is free to the public. Please 
visit www.shumeicrestone.org or 
call 256-5284 for more informa-
tion. Please call the office to con-
firm the office is open. 

Emmy Savage’s painting “Sacred Ground II” will be on display with a collection of some 
of her other work for the month of March at Shumei International Institute. Her art sym-
posium is Sunday March 22 at 3pm.

Save the date!
Shumei’s 18th Anniversary is

May 16th & 17th!

Shumei International Institute
Sharing Natural Agriculture, Art, Beauty and Healing Jyorei 

                                with the World… 

8:00AM and 6:00PM Sampai (prayer services) are always open to the public
art gallery and site tours available every day from 9 -5

Art Symposia, Exhibitions, Concerts and Special Events

See the community calendar or visit www.shumeicrestone.org
for an up to date schedule

Shumei International Institute - PO Box 998, Crestone, CO 81131 - 719-256-5284

~ Repairs

~ Window Blinds
      & Shades
   ~ Repairs

Crestone / Baca
719-256-4498

Crestone Artisans Gallery & a pot o’ gold
by David Lee
As the winter stretches on, 

Gallery members hold parties, 
bringing the community together. 
Last month was our very well at-
tended Valentine’s Day party.  There 
was some question about whether 
there would be enough food at that 
event, but we were awash in tasty 
Mexican-style snacks and wine.  

In March we hold a tradition-
al St. Patrick’s Day party.  This 
year it will be entitled “The Pot 
of Gold” party, and will be held on 
the 17th, 4–6pm in the gallery.  A 
highlight of the party will be the 
donation of excellent hand-craft-
ed beer courtesy of the Crestone 
Brewing Company, accompanied 
by beer-friendly snacks. There will 
be live music and a free drawing 
of a work of art from the Gallery’s 
collection. At this party the prize 
will be a fine work of pottery, pro-
duced by our new gallery mem-
ber, Deborah Crowley.  Deborah 
recently moved to Crestone from 
Austin, Texas, where she was an 
active member of the Eastside Art 
District. She produces both hand-
formed and wheel-thrown vessels 

of fine porcelain.     
Your visit to the Gallery will 

reveal the work of several new 
members. Christine Columbo’s 
work was described in the January 
Eagle, and one of her landscape 
photographs was the drawing prize 
for last month’s Valentine’s Day 
Party.  Susan Reycroft produces 
beautiful silk paintings.  Jeanette 
Amlie joined us most recently. She 
works in mixed media, mainly on 
paper.  She comes to Crestone with 
vast experience in hand papermak-
ing. She worked for many years at 
the University of Iowa’s acclaimed 
paper studio, The Center for the 
Book.  

New work has been added to 
the Gallery by the existing resident 
artists, as well as by the newly par-
ticipating artists. At the beginning 
of the month, member artists will 
temporarily remove their artwork 
to allow for a deep cleaning and re-
furbishing of the Gallery. The walls 
will be touched up and old holes 
patched and painted, and then the 
artwork will be re-installed. With a 
fresh look and new artwork, it is an 
especially good time to visit.

Christine Columbo (left) presented her work of art to the lucky door-prize winner at the 
Crestone Artisans Gallery’s event on Valentines Day. The winner was Katherine Walter, a 
glass artist from Saguache, who was thrilled with the print and told a friend just before 
the drawing that she never wins anything!      photo by Lori Nagel

Open Wednesday - Sunday 12 - 4

EXPRESS YOURSELF!

Hours and days are flexible
2 hrs / $50 includes materials

At FIRSTHOUGHT STUDIOS
117 Skyview Way (close to town)

Ish Futral 256.4848 for appointment
or further questions

Encaustics Workshops
& Calligraphic Brushstroke

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
http://www.shumeicrestone.org
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The Fellowship of the Flowers invites 
you to plant flowers this spring

by Patrick Moore
In the summer of 2017 we in 

this community banded together 
as The Fellowship of the Flowers 
to plant flowers in the town’s new 
flower beds and to create an oasis 
of light and beauty and fellowship 
high up here where no shadow can 
touch. Hundreds donated mon-
ey to buy flowers and trees. Many 
more donated flowers from their 
own gardens. On June 3, 2017 over 
a hundred of us came out in uni-
ty, fellowship, beauty and light to 
plant the new trees and flowers. It 
was awesome! It also proved that 
this is a community of Keepers of 
the Light.

Since that summer, many 
things have happened; the flowers 
and trees in the beds have thrived! 
Phase II of the Town’s infrastruc-
ture and flood control project has 
been completed. The irrigation sys-
tem for the flower beds has been re-

worked in Phase I and installed in 
Phase II and have been fully tested 
and work perfectly. 

This summer we will band 
together again in fellowship and 
common purpose to plant trees and 
all the new flower beds in Phase II. 
Kizzen and her group are raising 
funds and organizing to plant the 
trees. (See the article about that in 
this issue of The Crestone Eagle). 
The Fellowship of the Flowers will 
raise money, gather home grown 
flowers and plant the flowers in 
Phase II beds. Our budget this year 
is $7,000. (There are more and larg-
er beds). Please donate generously. 

Donations can be taken to 
Elaine at the Crestone Mercantile 
Grocery. You can also mail dona-
tions to Crestone Mercantile Gro-
cery, attn: Fellowship of the Flow-
ers, PO Box 249, Crestone, CO 
81131. Finally, you can give your 
donations to Patrick (me) anytime, 
anywhere! In fact, if you throw 
money at me, I’ll know exactly 
what it’s for, and thank you in ad-
vance for that.

You can volunteer in any ca-
pacity you feel inspired to by calling 
or texting me at 719-588-6431, or 
drop me an email at epmdomone@
gmail.com. And of course, it will be 
awesome when everybody comes 
out to help on the day of planting. 
We’re aiming for June 6 and/or 7. 

Please spread the word. Tell 
your non-local family and friends 
about this community effort and 
invite them to be a part of it.  And 
remember: “Deep in their roots, All 
flowers keep the light.” (Theodore 
Roethke).

The Curse of Hedy Lamarr
by Heidi Wong
On Sunday, February 16, we 

launched our 2020 season at the 
Historic Ute Theatre with Stand 
Still and Look Stupid: The Incred-
ible Story of Hedy Lamarr.  We are 
so grateful for a wonderful turn-
out—60 folks in the audience on 
a Sunday afternoon in February!   
Denver-based actress Emily Ebertz 
truly impressed all of us with her 
amazing performance, and wonder-
ful Mike Broemmel, the playwright,  
joined Emily for a highly informa-
tive Q&A at the end of the show.  

Much to our shock and em-
barrassment, however, both toilets 
at the theatre overflowed an hour 
before the performance began.  For-
tunately, audience members were 
quite forgiving, and neighboring 
businesses generously offered use of 
their bathrooms.  

Frozen pipes, perhaps? Not 
according to Mike, the playwright. 
It’s The Curse of Hedy Lamarr!  He 
explained to us after the show that 
once he completed the script a few 
years back,  several obstacles de-
layed the play’s production: the 
first three actresses cast one after 
the other for the role didn’t work 
out. Mike finally discovered Emily 
Ebertz, and she is undoubtedly per-
fect for the part.  During the first 
year in production, one tech-related 
nightmare after another started: 
before one performance, all of the 
audio and visual equipment went 
down.  That’s not all—when Mike 
was writing some materials associ-

ated with the play, a couple of keys 
on his laptop broke loose, and the 
next day, two more letters flew off 
the keyboard. It was then that the 
playwright realized that the four 
dislodged letters spelled out H-E-
D-Y. 

Well, whether the pipes were 
simply frozen or Hedy Lamarr was 
reminding us to clear out crap that 
doesn’t serve us, the show must go 
on! Please check out our upcoming 
events at www.historicutetheatre.
com, follow us on Facebook, or give 
us a call at 719-427-1080. 

SHAKTI SHARANAM

shakt isharanam.com

 annie        256-5668

yoga sha la
Now offering:

       Ayurvedic oil treatments
       Community classes by 
               donation
       Private instruction and 
               consultation
       Yogic cooking
       Therapeutic and custom
               courses of  study

 

http://www.historicutetheatre
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HAPS

Pet Partners
Free Spay/Neuter Clinic 

Colorado Animal Welfare 
League (CAWL) is conducting a 
free Spay/Neuter Clinic on March 
13, 14 and 15 in Alamosa. If your 
pet has not been spayed or neu-
tered yet, we encourage you to sign 
up and take your pet to this clin-
ic. There will not be a spay/neuter 
clinic in Crestone this spring, so 
this is your chance.

You can register by going to 
CAWL’S Facebook page at fb CAWL, 
or you can call or text Lisa Petri at 
720-339-4040. When you register 
please provide your pet’s species 
(cat or dog), name, gender and age. 
State the day you are registering to 
bring your pet and leave your name 
and contact information.

Dropoff is each day at 7:30am. 
The clinic is in the big CAWL’s 
trailer parked across the street 
from the fairgrounds and recrea-
tion center, in the parking lot of the 
Alamos County Road and Bridge 
building with the green metal roof. 

Please take this free oppor-
tunity to have your beloved pet 
spayed or neutered. It’s the com-
passionate thing to do. You can get 
on Facebook to carpool and encour-
age others to go too.

Sponsor a tree in downtown 
Crestone!

The Crestone Tree Project 
is wanting to plant 10 new trees 
in downtown Crestone in the new 
streetside planter beds.  Kizzen is 
organizing the tree project again 
and is looking for sponsors for 5 
trees. The cost will be around $400 
to $500 depending on type and size 
of tree and includes a plaque iden-
tifying the donor. People  can spon-
sor a tree “In Memory of ” someone. 
It’s a long-lasting way to remem-
ber a special person. Or sponsor 
for themselves, family or business. 
The time to plant trees is now! 

We will appreciate the beauty 
and shade of downtown trees for 
many years to come.

Contact Kizzen at kizzen@
crestoneeagle.com.

Woof Creek Sled Dog & 
Skijor Races March 7 & 8 

The 2nd Annual Woof Creek 
Sled Dog & Skijor Race has been 
rescheduled due to snow condi-
tions. The new event dates—snow 
permitting—are scheduled for Fri-
day and Saturday, March 7 and 8. 

This year’s four-legged athlet-
ic competition is ISDA sanctioned 
and will have 20 or more sled dog 
and skijor teams battling it out 
on a picturesque snow track at 
the Rio Grande Club & Resort in 
South Fork.  The competitions are 
from 9am to 2pm on Saturday and 
Sunday and will run from four to 
six miles and include two partici-
pation levels—seasoned and rec-
reational mushers. The races will 
include four and six sled-dog teams 
as well as skijor racers, which are 
cross-country skiers pulled by ei-
ther one or two pooches. 

Stay tuned for more info as 
the new race dates draw closer. For 
details visit the Woof Creek Sled 
Dog & Skijor Race Facebook page or 
www.riograndeclubandresort.com.

Talk on native bees
Dr. Olivia Carril has been 

scheduled by the Colorado Field 
Institute for a talk on native bees 
April 22, Earth Day, 7pm at Adams 
State U. in Alamosa, Porter Hall 
room 130.  For those who missed 
her talk last summer at the Baca 
Refuge, here is another opportunity. 

Give us your input on local 
solar on March 13

On the afternoon of March 13 
the Crestone Baca Resiliency En-
ergy Group will be hosting a focus 
group for current and near-term 
prospective Crestone & Baca prop-
erty owners to explore local solar 
power considerations.  If you are 
interested in sharing your thoughts 
re: photovoltaic (electricity from 
the sun) power for your home or 
business and would like to partic-
ipate in this hour-long focus group, 
please email Janet Woodman at 
woodmandesign@fairpoint.net.

Red Cross provides 
assistance in Center

Disaster Action Team Cher-
ry Moon and Ayesha Williams 
provided recovery assistance to a 
gentleman and his pets who lost 
everything in a house fire on Feb-
ruary 14, 2020.  If you would like 
to volunteer for the American Red 
Cross please visit www.redcross.
org today. 

Valentines Anoushka Perkert and Everett 
Wilson at the Gallery. photo by Lori Nagel

Anrahyah Arstadt and Eric Weiss got 
photos in Lori Nagel’s heart-themed 
photo booth at the Crestone Artisans 
Gallery event on Valentines Day.  Over 70 
people were in attendance!     
         photo by Lori Nagel

This little boy named Phoenix was very 
excited to get his picture taken on Valen-
tines day.                       photo by Lori Nagel

Valentines Niamh Kelly-Weston and Joel 
Weston.                        photo by Lori Nagel

Rose Burek (center) and Tom Jones (left) took a sweet photo with their visiting family 
members in Lori Nagel’s heart-themed photo booth at the Crestone Artisans Gallery’s 
event on Valentines Day.                              photo by Lori Nagel

Meryl Ennis graced the Valentines Day event with her beautiful music.   photo by Lori Nagel

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:woodmandesign@fairpoint.net
http://www.riograndeclubandresort.com
http://www.redcross
cliff rodriguez
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Daily
• Morning Aarati, Haidakhandi Universal Ashram, 
7-8am, 256-4108, www.babajiashram.org.
• Jyorei, Shumei Sanctuary, please be seated by 
7:50am and 5:50pm, 256-5248
• Tours, gallery & Jyorei, Shumei, 9am-5pm, 256-
5284
• Open meditation & prayers 8:45-10:30am in Va-
jra Vidya Retreat Center Shrine Room. All are wel-
come. 256-5539. www.vajravidya.com
• Tours, Temple & Gift Shop, HUA 256-4108, info@
babajiashram.org, www.babajiashram.org.
• Evening Aarati, HUA, 6-7pm. Chanting in San-
skirt and Hindi. All welcome. 256-4108, info@ba-
bajiashram.org, www.babajiashram.org
Sunday
• Sunday mass at Nada Hermitage 9-10am, 256-4778
• Sunday Service Crestone Baptist Church, Chris-

tian Service Traditional/Contemporary 10am-noon
• Drop in Meditation at Choying Dzong (Sitting and 
Walking), 2281 Happy Day OL, 10am – 1pm
• Sutra Reading: Life story of the Buddha, Yeshe 
Khorlo, 2-3pm
• Dorje Trolo Practice, White Jewel Mountain Heal-
ing Center, 2pm
• AA meeting (open, discussion), Crestone Town 
Hall, Alder St. north of Galena Ave, 7pm
Monday
• Al-Anon meeting, Little Shepherd Church, Alder 
St. north of Galena Ave., 1pm
Tuesday
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti 
Sharanam, 5-6:45pm by donation, shaktishara-
nam.com, 256-5668
• NA meeting (open), Little Shepherd Church, Al-
der St. north of Galena Ave., 7:30pm

Wednesday
• Yoga Fundamentals & Refinments, Shakti Sha-
ranam, 8:30- 10am by donation, shaktisharanam.
com, 256-5668
• Food Bank, 10am-noon
• Wednesday night Bible study, Crestone Baptist 
Church 6-7:30pm
Thursday
• AA meeting (open, Book Study) Crestone Baptist 
Church, Rd. T west of the kiosk, noon
• Continuing Ashtanga Yoga, Mysore Style Shakti 
Sharanam, 5pm-6:45pm, by donation, shaktisha-
ranam.com, 256-5668
Saturday
• NA meeting (open, Step Study), Little Shepherd 
Church, Alder St. north of Galena Ave., 9am
• Feel Free Ministries free meal, noon-4pm, Little 
Shepherd Community Center

Community Calendar—March 2020 
Get the details at www.crestoneeagle.com  //  NOW UPDATED DAILY ONLINE!!!

If you would like more information on any of the below events, please consult our 
online calendar at www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar.

It’s free and easy to place an item on our online calendar any time of month.  Just 
fill out the form at www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent.

The print calendar is free for non-profit events; for-profit classes/events are $5 per 

calendar listing, with a discount for Eagle display advertisers. For more informa-
tion call us at 719-256-4956. 

To list your event in the upcoming edition of the Eagle, please submit it by the 
22nd of the month via our website, www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent (preferred) 
~or~ e-mail to: events@crestoneeagle.com ~or~ submit in writing to PO Box 101, 
Crestone CO 81131.

Monthly Events
1 March
• Guided Meditation Chamma Ling Retreat Center 
2-3:30 PM
• Chanoyu Tea Ceremony Shumei International In-
stitute 2-4 PM
• Crestone Poetry Festival Crestone Charter 
School 8:30 AM-12:30 PM
3 March
• Super Tuesday
4 March
• SLV Regional Science Fair, Plachy Field House  
• Crestone Food Bank 10AM-noon
• Guru Rinpoche Tsok Yeshe Khorlo, Buddhist 
Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 6-8 PM
• SLV Tourism Ass’n Annual Conference, Alamosa 
Elks Lodge 9:30 AM-4 PM
5 March
• Rumi Study Circle. All welcome. Golden Light 
Sufi Circle 4-6 PM
• SLV Regional Science Fair Plachy Field House  
• SLVREC Board Meeting 9:30 AM
6 March
• Monte Vista Crane Festival  
7 March
Monte Vista Crane Festival  
• SLV Seed Exchange Joyful Journey Hot Springs 
9 AM-5 PM
• Colorado Democratic Caucus 8 AM-5 PM
• Woof Creek Sled Dog & Skijor Races Rio Grande 
Club & Resort 8 AM-5 PM
8 March
• Monte Vista Crane Festival  
• Milarepa Day Yeshe Khorlo - Buddhist Temple & 
Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 8 AM-6 PM
• International Women’s Day  
• Woof Creek Sled Dog & Skijor Races Rio Grande 
Club & Resort 8 AM-5 PM
• Daylight Savings starts 2 AM

9 March
• Full Moon
• Full Moon Riwo Sangcho, Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist 
Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 10-11 AM  
• Full Moon Fire Ceremony followed by a meal Hai-
dakhandi Universal Ashram 10 AM-noon
• Town of Crestone Board of Trustees Regular 
Meeting Alder Meeting Room 9:30 AM-5:30 PM
11 March
• CEOLP/IFC monthly meeting Little Shepherd 
Church 7-9 PM
• BGPOA EAC Covenant Violation Meetings POA 
meeting room 10 AM
• BGPOA EAC Building Meeting POA meeting 
room 1 PM
• CEOLP monthly meeting, Agape Room, Nada 
Carmelite Monastery 7 PM
12 March
• Sufi Dhikr & Potluck. All welcome! Golden Light 
Sufi Circle 4-6 PM
13 March
• Solar Power Focus Group 3-4 PM
• Free Spay/Neuter Clinic Alamosa Co Road & 
Bridge parking lot 7:30 AM-5 PM
14 March
• Introduction to the Alexander Technique 10 AM-
11:30 PM
• Free Spay/Neuter Clinic Alamosa Co Road & 
Bridge parking lot 7:30 AM-5 PM
15 March
• Free Spay/Neuter Clinic Alamosa Co Road & 
Bridge parking lot 7:30 AM-5 PM
17 March
• Bake Sale/Food Drive Crestone Food Bank 10 
AM-2 PM
• Gallery’s Pot o’ Gold Party 4-6 PM
18 March
• Dakini Tsok Yeshe Khorlo  6-8 PM

19 March
• POA Board meeting POA meeting room 10 AM
• Spring Equinox 9:50 PM
22 March
• Emmy Savage at Shumei 3-5 PM
24 March
• New Moon  
• New Moon Fire Ceremony followed by a meal 
Haidakhandi Universal Ashram 10 AM-noon
• New Moon Riwo Sangcho, Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist 
Temple & Retreat Center (Choying Dzong) 10-11 AM
25 March
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
26 March
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
• Student Open Mic
27 March
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
28 March
• Crestone Food Bank 10 AM-noon
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
• Cabin Fever Talent Show 8 AM-5 PM
29 March
• Saguache County Democratic Party Assembly/
Convention Saguache Community Bldg. noon-4 PM
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
30 March
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
31 March
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
1 April
• April Fools Day  
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
2 April
• Spring Navratri Haidakhandi Ashram 8-10 AM
3 April
• CCS Middle School performs The Mighty Tailor 
6 PM

Daily/Weekly Events
The Crestone Eagle does not carry events over to the following month automatically.

When you’re 
done, please 
turn the online 
classifieds 
plugin back 
on. THANKS!

When you’re done, please turn the online 
classifieds plugin back on. THANKS!

Monthly open meeting Wednesday, March 11th, at 7pm, at the Agape room at Nada 
Carmelite Hermitage, Crestone.   Call 719.588.7415 for information/directions.

Crestone End of Life Project
             Promoting informed end-of-life choices and supporting their fulfillment

PO Box 1238 ,  Cre stone ,  CO 81131

www.informedfinalchoices.org  •  719.588.7415 or 719.256.4644 • ceolp.info@gmail.com 

“End?  No, the journey doesn’t end here.  Death is just another 
path.  One that we all must take.”  --J.R.R. Tolkien

1604 H Street, Suite 600, Salida, CO 81201

Jenna L. Mazzucca, Esq., PC

719-207-4279
jenna@mazzuccalaw.com

www.mazzuccalaw.com

Do you know the best way to 
protect your family’s future?

Schedule your free, no obligation,
Estate Planning Consultation today.

Probate Administration • Business Formation • Real Estate • Personal Injury • Civil Litigation

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.vajravidya.com
http://www.babajiashram.org
mailto:info@ba-bajiashram.org
mailto:info@ba-bajiashram.org
mailto:info@ba-bajiashram.org
http://www.babajiashram.org
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/calendar
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
http://www.crestoneeagle.com/myevent
mailto:events@crestoneeagle.com
http://www.informedfinalchoices.org
mailto:ceolp.info@gmail.com
mailto:jenna@mazzuccalaw.com
http://www.mazzuccalaw.com
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Liz Paup
I’ve had pets my whole life. 

I’ve never not had a dog.  They’ve 
always just been part of my soul, 
and I think I’m part animal some-
times, dog specifically! My dog, 
Piper, even though she’s crazy 
when she barks, she’s my therapy 
dog. I didn’t train her to do any 
of that. I have nightmares all the 
time, and as soon as I have a night-
mare, she’s right up on my chest 
and pushes her face against mine 
and makes sure mom’s OK and 
calmed down. She taught herself to 
do that, which I think is incredible. 
They’re just so amazing and full 
of so much love, like my little soul 
mates. And Buddha, even though 
he’s crazy, too, he’s like my big baby.  
They become part of your soul and 
make everything better. They’ve 
gone through the hard times and 
the fun times, but they’re always 
there no matter what. That’s what 
I love about my dogs!

Jananne Settle   
I grew up with pets. My dad 

would bring home all sorts of them. 
At one point, we had 3 male boxers, 
a rabbit, a prairie dog, and a raccoon 
we rescued, all at the same time. 
The house was always full of pets!  
My first pet as an adult was Tigger, 
an orange tabby. He was a source of 
support and comfort through a diffi-
cult time. Tigger was with me for 21 
years. He will always have a special 
place in my heart.

Our current pet, Lacey Lou, a 
9-year-old female boxer, came to us 

at a special time. My dad had ter-
minal lung cancer. We wanted the 
last bit of his life to be as comforta-
ble and enriching as possible. Lac-
ey came in as if she’d been there 
all along.  She bonded with my dad 
right away and they spent a couple 
weeks together before he passed. 
Lacey Lou helped the whole family 
cope because the dog still needed 
to be fed and taken for walks. Plus 
she could tell when we were upset, 
was an ever present comfort to us 
and still is!

My pets have enriched my life 
with unconditional love and pres-
ence of mind. Lacey is not think-
ing about yesterday or tomorrow. 
There’s a cartoon showing some-
one walking a dog. In the dog’s 
mind bubble, the only thing is him 
getting walked by his person.  In 
the person’s bubble, it’s a trillion 
things they’re thinking about. Lac-
ey’s helped me be more aware of 
that. When I walk her, I try to just 
focus on us walking, ever since I 
saw that picture. She’s really good 
at it and knows how to be in the 
moment. I think I could learn a 
thing or two from Lacey Lou!

Matthew Johnson 
They make the worst room-

mates ever. They don’t pay for any-
thing! You have to feed them all the 
time. They’re constantly in need. 
However, the other side of that 
is unconditional love. They don’t 
care if you forget Valentine’s Day, 
birthdays, etc. They’re better than 
any family member as far as that 
goes, right?! They add calmness 
to your life. They’re super friendly 
and there for you. They need homes 
and love just like we do, but they’re 
better at expressing it than people. 
They’ve enriched my life by making 
my house feel like a home. When 
you move around a lot, you don’t feel 
comfortable getting a dog. Some do, 
then have to get rid of them moving 
into a no-dogs-allowed situation. So, 
actually being in a place where you 
can give them a good life, they pay 
it back so much. Wish they’d pay for 
more! You know, one of them has to 
get a job at some point. Even like 
puppy modeling? I’m sure that’s a 

thing, somewhere, right? But they 
can’t figure that out. The problem is 
they don’t have the thumbs! 

I have 45 pets, if you count 
the fish. It’s 4 dogs, 2 cats, and 
39 fish.  I can’t imagine my life 
without pets. My dad had to give 
up a dog because he was traveling 
more, and his life became emptier. 
It’s amazing how clean his house is 
without pet hair everywhere, but 
there’s also this emptiness about it 
I wouldn’t trade. I’ll take the dust, 
the dirt, the pet hair and my cat, 
Jack, getting a bladder infection 
and peeing all over my laundry, 
just cause the amount of cuddles 
Jack has given me, as a 20-pound 
cat (this big!) makes up for it. So, 
they give more than they take.

Todd Rezack 
Layla, she keeps me on the 

go, and she always gives you un-
conditional love. Even on the dark-
est days, the animals, they always 
seem to be there to help you.  It’s 
definitely a good karmic exchange 
there when you provide for ani-
mals on that level. There’s proba-
bly something that comes back to 
you on another level. She’s been 
my world for about five years. You 
guys all know that.

Anoushka Perkert 
Luna taught me a lot about 

patience. She’s kind of unusual 
because she’s very shy of people. 
Whenever she sees somebody on a 
trail, she hides. I have to be really 
careful and patient with that. One 
day I lost her on a trail with moun-
tain bikes. She was so freaked 
out; she hid in the underbrush for 
hours.  I went back at night and 
she finally came out.  I know I can’t 
push it with her.  I give her time to 
feel comfortable when she’s around 
people, letting her decide what she 
wants to do, when she wants to 

come out, how she wants to show 
herself.  She’s a lot more social that 
way. 

We got her as a pup when 
we still had my older dog, Sparks. 
They were fun and cute together.  
Sparks showed Luna everything. 
When we brought her home, he 
turned into Mr. Most-well-be-
haved, which he wasn’t before! She 
constantly relied on him. When he 
died 4 months ago, she was really 
sad and mopey for long time. You 
can tell, dogs miss their compan-
ion. She’s better now, but I’m also 
not ready to get another dog yet!  
Two dogs are a lot of work. 

Oh, and she’s a total princess! 
She likes to have food brought to 
her, be brushed, be on our bed all the 
time. We stopped saying no. We let 
her get away with a lot. Other than 
that, she’s pretty well behaved. 

Shawn Wilkinson  
Dreama’s been my service 

animal since 2010 because I had 
a traumatic brain injury and she 
stayed with me while I traveled all 
around. She’s been on airplanes, 
boats, trains, buses, motorcycles—
she’s ridden everything! Every 
mode of transportation there is, 
she’s been on it. The only thing she 
doesn’t like is escalators. Her nails 
get caught in the tracks. She’s been 
my confidant since my brain injury 
and been through everything with 
me, and she’s helped me train other 
animals to service other people. 

Pets always enrich lives. 
They’re something to care for, and 
they’re always there to care for you. 
One hour to them is seven hours to 
us. Like, if you’re gone for 20 min-
utes, that’s a long part of their day, 
since they live seven years to our 
one. So if you’re gone just a short 
while, they really miss you.

Having that greeting every 
day is really good, too.  They keep 
you grounded, and Dreama’s ser-
vice has been just that. I got sea-
sick one time really bad on a ship 
in 12-foot swells with the boat 
coming out of the water. I couldn’t 
move, sick laying on the floor, and 
Dreama sat with me the entire 
time with her paws on top of me.  
She’s always been a really great 
service dog even before she got reg-
istered to be one. Then I had the in-
jury, and she became exactly what 
she needed to be.

If you have feedback or sugges-
tions for future topics, please email 
peacelorilove@gmail.com.  In ad-
dition to being the Staff Photogra-
pher for The Crestone Eagle since 
2012, Lori Nagel is a freelance pho-
tographer, graphic designer & web 
designer.  www.sunflowerstudios.
us.com.

How have your pets enriched your life?

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:peacelorilove@gmail.com
http://www.sunflowerstudios
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Crestone Energy Fair announces 
keynote speaker David Mauriello

The Crestone Energy Fair is 
pleased to announce that David 
“Diamond” Mauriello of the Oppen-
heimer Ranch Project will return 
this year as the keynote speaker for 
the 2020 event.

Diamond grew up in South-
ampton just outside of Philadelphia. 

He attended Temple University 
where he received his B.S. in geol-
ogy and stayed on to teach and get 
his masters degree. His academic 
focus was in paleo-geology with an 
emphasis on glaciation periods. Di-
amond’s recent work on social and 
environmental justice initiatives, 
including urban vacant lot farming, 
GMO awareness, and other green 
endeavors find even greater expres-
sion in the Oppenheimer Ranch 
Project. He has an extensive back-
ground in landscape, residential, 
and commercial construction, and 
is also a master dry-set mason. 

Diamond and his partner, Leah 
Shaper, established the Oppenheim-
er Ranch project 5 years ago as an 
experiment in high alpine sustain-
ability.  Their goal is to transform 
50+ acres of high alpine wilderness 
into an off-grid, self-sustaining 
homestead. An earthship residence 
is the heart of the construction pro-
ject, currently being built to anchor 
the organically grown permaculture 
farm.  Geothermal greenhouses are 
also being integrated into all de-
signs. 

In addition to the farm, Dia-
mond also plays host to a YouTube 
blog, also called the Oppenheim-
er Ranch Project, where he details 
life at his ranch and brings to the 
forefront issues currently facing 
the world rife with environmental 
changes. His extensive knowledge of 
geology and glacial periods provides 
a unique perspective in his blog, and 
as a result has a large following.

We are now taking presenta-
tion applications for this year’s 
event, scheduled for August 14-16 
in the Crestone Town Park. Applica-
tions may be found on our website, 
www.crestoneenergyfair.org.

Lastly, come say hi at the SLV 
Seed Exchange at Joyful Journey on 
March 7.

Crestone Historical Museum news
by Jim McCalpin
The Crestone Historical Mu-

seum & Welcome Center is gearing 
up for the summer 2020 season, 
with a few improvements. The first 
improvement is the Museum’s as-
sociation with the newly-formed 
Crestone-Baca Historical Society 
(CBHS). CBHS is a nonprofit asso-
ciation of people interested in his-
tory and historic preservation in 
the Crestone-Baca area. Members 
qualify for gifts and discounts on 
Museum purchases and on Muse-
um activities that charge admis-
sion (but admission to the Museum 
itself remains free). More detail on 
CBHS and how to join is available 
in the latest (Feb. 2020) Museum 
Newsletter. To get a copy, email 
Museum Director Jim McCalpin at 
mccalpin@geohaz.com or 719-588-
4279.

The second improvement re-
lates to the upcoming 50th anni-
versary of the creation of the Baca 
Grande Corporation (1971-2021). 
Ever since 2011, our Museum defi-
nition for what constitutes “histo-
ry” always hovered around 50 years 
ago. Thus we devoted no displays 

to the Baca Grande development, 
only to the older Baca Ranch. But 
all that will change in 2021. This 
year, the Museum will be looking 
for artifacts, documents, and pho-
tos from the early days of the Baca 
Grande development, with the aim 
of creating some permanent and/or 
rotating exhibits before these items 
become lost to history. The Mu-
seum will be using an even more 
flexible definition of history this 
summer, making displays of such 
gone-but-not-forgotten events as 
the Crestone Music Festival (1999-
2017). Who knows, Tom Dessain 
might end up in our big glass dis-
play case . . . that is, if he’s not too 
busy MC-ing concerts in Town Hall 
Park. Will the Festival come back 
to life? Will history repeat itself?? 

Finally, the Museum will con-
tinue its schedule of weekend activ-
ities (summer lectures, field trips, 
gold panning in the creek, wood-
stove cookery, and downtown walk-
ing tours). We are always looking 
for Museum volunteers, who now 
automatically receive free member-
ship/benefits in the CBHS. 

The Crestone Museum has great displays on local history.

Anoushka Perkert

(719) 480-2417
anoushka.per@gmail.com

Lessons in the Alexander Technique
awakening the body’s wisdom

for freedom, movement
and ease

Attention Creatives!  
The Crestone Energy Fair 
is seeking a design for this 

year’s event logo and t-shirt 
design. Winner will recieve 
a free vendor booth at the 

event and a t-shirt. 

Last year’s event logo by Adam Kinney

Apply online at
www.crestoneenergyfair.org

Save the date 
August 14th - 16th

David “Diamond” Mauriello of the Op-
penheimer Ranch Project will return this 
year as the keynote speaker for the 2020 
Crestone Energy Fair.

http://www.crestoneenergyfair.org
mailto:mccalpin@geohaz.com
mailto:anoushka.per@gmail.com
http://www.crestoneenergyfair.org
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Firewise 
recognition
continued from page 1

and provides technical assistance 
and education to landowners and 
communities to help them take 
action in preparing their homes 
against the threat of wildfire. Steps 
required for a community to receive 
the national designation include 
obtaining a wildfire risk assess-
ment, forming a Firewise USA® 
committee, investing in reducing 
the community’s wildfire risk and 
creating an action plan based on 
the wildfire risk assessment. For 
Baca Grande, the assessment was 
also an update to its Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan.

Foresters with the CSFS 
Alamosa Field Office worked with 
Baca Emergency Services to con-
duct a wildfire risk assessment and 
create a CWPP for the community. 
This plan identifies effective and 
realistic actions that will reduce 
the community’s wildfire risk and 
improve readiness. Examples from 
the plan include creating defensi-
ble space around homes, partici-
pating in educational events and 
community work days, and obtain-
ing and implementing wildfire risk 
reduction grants. 

New Baca Firewise Com-
mittee leads community en-
gagement

Baca Grande POA’s board of 
directors formed a Firewise Com-
mittee made up of Baca Grande 

residents last summer to assist in 
implementing the action plan. The 
committee’s mission is to educate, 
motivate and assist Baca Grande 
residents to take action to reduce 
risks and prepare for emergencies. 
Committee Chair Carolina Brown 
encourages residents to attend 
educational meetings and events 
and create defensible space around 
their homes. She also encourag-
es residents to report the time or 
money they spend reducing wild-
fire risk, since this supports annual 
Firewise reporting. 

“The Alamosa Field Office 
has worked closely with the Baca 
Grande community over the last 
two decades on fuels mitigation 
efforts, and becoming a Firewise 
USA® site was the next logical step 
to increase community participa-
tion,” Moore said.

The Baca Grande POA and 
CSFS expressed appreciation of 
residents for their active part in 
creating defensible spaces around 
their homes and getting better pre-
pared for an emergency situation.  

Baca Grande residents can 
communicate their ideas and con-
cerns to the Baca Firewise Com-
mittee by email at bacafirewise@
gmail.com, or by attending a 
monthly committee meeting or par-
ticipating in a community Firewise 
USA® event.

Other communities or munic-
ipalities in the San Luis Valley in-
terested in pursuing the Firewise 
USA® designation should contact 
Moore at 719-587-0915.

Wetlands & 
water pumping
continued from page 1

established in 2004, natural creek 
flows were diverted to primari-
ly provide water for wet mead-
ow habitats. Over the past fifteen 
years, modifications have resulted 
in minimizing irrigation of upland 
habitats to restore hydrologic con-
ditions to natural wetland areas.

Although there is no way to 
control how much or how long water 
is available, the goal is to promote 
vegetative diversity, promoting 
habitat for migratory waterfowl, 
shorebirds, secretive marsh birds, 
colonial waterbirds and upland 
birds—a primary objective of the 
Baca NWR.

Recently the Rio Grande Wa-
ter Conservation District took up 
the discussion of the impact of 
pumping water in the watersheds 
of lower Saguache Creek and San 
Luis Creek. Peggy Godfrey, Sa-
guache County representative to 
the Rio Grande Water Conserva-
tion District Board, is requesting 
an independent engineering study 
of groundwater depletion on lands 
that include the Baca NWR.

The Friends of the SLV Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges took the op-
portunity to weigh in with concerns 
of the impact of continued ground-
water withdrawals on the Baca 
NWR. Their letter advocates for a 
collaborative approach to studying 
water use and prioritizing ways to 
minimize impacts to habitat on the 
Baca NWR and throughout the San 
Luis Valley.

The Baca NWR has seen the 
groundwater table substantially 
lowered and much of the available 
wet acreage in 1984 has been lost—
at least partially due to continued 
withdrawals from the Closed Basin 
Project. The playa wetlands on the 
downstream end of the drainages 
that flow out of the Sangre de Cris-
to Mountains rarely receive water 
anymore.

In their letter the Friends of 
the SLV National Wildlife Refuges 
point to the approximately 48% of 
water for the Closed Basin Project 
that is pumping water from direct-
ly under the Baca NWR. The hope 
expressed is that with decreased 
groundwater pumping, the wet-
lands habitat can be restored over 
time. But they also advocate for a 
collaborative approach, knowing 
that water use has changed for 
multiple reasons.

Water management in Colora-
do is complex and closely regulated. 
Migratory patterns for birds have 
shifted following the flow of water.

Today in the midst of debates 
about climate change, along with 
changes in precipitation over the 
years, it does not seem to be too 
much to ask that decisions made 
50 years ago about groundwater be 
re-visited today.

To hear the cranes calling to 
each other, visiting each spring 
in timeless rituals of courtship on 
their way to breed and to raise 
their young, is to take a step back 
time.

Is it too much to ask to take 
a different step back in time and 
restore water resources and wet-
lands in support of wildlife and wa-
terfowl?

“I think it is impossible to 
have a less than 

stellar experience at 
Harding dental. 

Everything just goes 
perfectly all the time, 

every time.“ -D.D.

h a r d i n g d e n t a l g r o u p . c o m

Dr. James ‘Jim’ Harding, DDS
Dentist to the U.S. Ski Team

COMPREHENSIVE • COSMETIC • DENTURES • GENERAL
IMPLANTS • SLEEP • TMJ/TMD • ORTHODONTICS

South Fork  
138 Ponderosa Drive 

South Fork, CO

719.873.6021

Alamosa
688 Del Sol Drive 

Alamosa, CO

719.298.3373

patient story

PAST PRESIDENT INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF COMPREHENSIVE AESTHETICS

MEMBER INTERNATIONAL COLLEGE OF CRANIO-MANDIBULAR ORTHOPEDICS

MEMBER ACADEMY FOR SPORTS DENTISTRY

@HardingDentalGroup @HardingDental

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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by SD Youngwolf, a tribally 
enrolled Native American artist

Colonial powers have appro-
priated Native cultures around 
the world for hundreds of years. 
For five hundred years the Native 
cultures of the Americas have been 
under assault. Tribal nations have 
been the victims of genocide, theft, 
brutality, rape, and murder. Addi-
tionally, objects, arts and designs 
have long been exploited by colo-
nial commercial operators. Things 
considered sacred in Native culture  
are appropriated and sold for mon-
ey. Museums display sacred pieces 
that were stolen from the people 
to whom they are important ob-
jects that serve a sacred purpose in 
the people’s lives.  In our time, the 
exploitation of Native culture con-
tinues in the form of cultural theft 
and exploitation, and the domi-
nant population thinks nothing of 
co-opting these things, including 
ceremonies, to copy and commer-
cialize.  White supremacy is closely 
related to cultural appropriation. 
It is a facet of white privilege that 
people feel they have the right to 
take whatever they like from any 
culture. Native cultures are now 
taking a stand, and saying our cul-
ture is not for sale!

It should be recognized that 
the practice of taking anything 

from anywhere and commercial-
izing it as if it were your own is a 
colonial mindset, and should not 
be encouraged or accepted. This is 
true of ceremonies, as well as de-
signs, artifacts, instruments, or 
other objects that have a sacred 
significance. 

I propose that it is time to 
make a commitment to stopping 
this abuse by galleries and art mar-
kets, refusing to show pieces that 
incorporate any form of cultural 
appropriation. I strongly urge art-
ists to recognize that the gallery 
should not be a place of cultural 
appropriation.

The Indian Arts and Crafts 
Act of 1990 (P.L. 101-644) is a 
truth-in-advertising law that pro-
hibits misrepresentation in mar-
keting of Indian arts and crafts 
products within the United States. 
It is illegal to offer or display for 
sale, or sell any art or craft product 
in a manner that falsely suggests 
it is Indian-produced, an Indian 
product, or the product of a particu-
lar Indian or Indian Tribe or Indi-
an arts and crafts organization, 
resident within the United States. 
For a first-time violation of the Act, 
an individual can face civil or crim-
inal penalties up to a $250,000 fine 
or a 5-year prison term, or both. If 
a business violates the Act, it can 

face civil penalties or can be pros-
ecuted and fined up to $1,000,000.

Under the Act, an Indian is 
defined as a member of any feder-
ally or officially state-recognized 
Indian tribe, or an individual cer-
tified as an Indian artisan by an 
Indian tribe.

Cultural Appropriation is ad-
dressed on Wikipedia: “the orig-
inal meaning of these cultural 
elements is lost or distorted, and 
such displays are often viewed as 
disrespectful, or even as a form 
of desecration, by members of the 
originating culture.

Cultural elements which may 
have deep meaning to the original 
culture may be reduced to “exotic” 
fashion or toys by those from the 
dominant culture.

Kjerstin Johnson has written 
that, when this is done, the imita-
tor, “who does not experience that 
oppression is able to ‘play,’ tempo-
rarily, an ‘exotic’ other, without ex-
periencing any of the daily discrim-
inations faced by other cultures.” 
The African-American academic, 
musician and journalist Greg Tate 
argues that appropriation and the 
“fetishizing” of cultures, in fact, al-
ienates those whose culture is be-
ing appropriated.”

It is a symptom of a colonial 
mentality that  sacred ceremonial 
objects are copied and marketed 
as if they were  genuine articles, 
often at a lower price, thus  even 
competing with the real thing. If an 
imitation of a Native American sa-
cred object is displayed in a gallery, 
there should at the very least be 
a disclaimer, stating that this is a 

copy, not a genuine article, and not 
made by a Native person. so as not 
to mislead anyone that it is a genu-
ine article. Without such a disclaim-
er, this could be seen as a violation 
of the AIACA. Better, it should not 
be displayed at all. It should be 
recognized that some things are 
sacred, and not everything in the 
world is appropriate to copy for 
commercialization and profit. Any 
item displayed that is derived from 
traditional Native American arts 
and crafts should be created by a 
person who conforms to the AIACA 
definition. It would be a good thing 
if the galleries posted a statement 
that cultural appropriation is not 
practiced or condoned by the own-
ers nor the artists represented.

Writer’s Forum:
Cultural appropriation in the art market



Page 18 • The Crestone Eagle • March, 2020 www.crestoneeagle.com

Haidakhandi 
Universal Ashram 
news: Spring 
Navratri starts

by Ramloti
February has been an un-

predictable month with snow and 
few visitors and then a sunny long 
weekend that had lots of folks here. 
We also remembered Shri Babaji’s 
Mahasamadhi on February 14 and 
had a lively Shivaratri on Febru-
ary 21. We passed the next plumb-
ing inspection on the long-term 
resident hermitage allowing the 
drywall, plastering, painting, and 
other interior work to be complet-
ed. We are grateful for everyone’s 
support. Please keep the project in 
your positive thoughts and prayers.

The full-moon fire ceremony 
this month is on Monday, March 
9 and the new-moon fire ceremo-
ny is on Tuesday, March 24. We 
will have daily fire ceremonies as 
well during Spring Navratri from 
March 25 through April 2. All fire 

ceremonies begin at 10am and are 
followed by a meal. Morning aara-
ti is at 7am with evening aarati at 
6pm. We generally have a small 
fire ceremony before morning aara-
ti at 6:25am when there is not a big 
fire ceremony scheduled. 

As mentioned above, Spring 
Navratri, the Divine Mother Festi-
val, will begin this year on Wednes-
day, March 25 and continue until 
Thursday, April 2. During this 
time we have daily fire ceremonies 
at 10am followed by discourses on 
the Divine Mother and lunch. We 
also have special pujas to different 
aspects of the Divine Mother at 
8am. The first three days we hon-
or Mother Durga, the next three, 
Mother Lakshmi, and the final 
three days are in honor of Mother 
Saraswati. This is followed by the 
recitation of the 700 verses prais-
ing the Divine Mother in English 
which goes from about 9am until 
9:45. We will honor our children on 
Sunday morning, March 29. This 
begins after the fire ceremony is 
complete, generally about 11am. 
Call the Ashram at 719-256-4108 
for more information. 

In honor of Spring Navratri, 
the Maha Lakshmi Shop will offer 
20% off all books and statues of the 
Divine Mother through the month 
of March. Please make sure you in-
form the checkout person that you 
would like this discount. The shop 
is full of wonderful items from In-
dia and is open every day from 9am 
until 5pm. We also have many Indi-
an gently used suits on sale for 50% 
off. The shop is a major support of 
the Ashram so we appreciate your 
patronage. Our shop website has 
many items on-line at http://ma-
halakshmishop.wazala.com.

Please visit the Ashram web-
site at www.babajiashram.org to 
find out more about the Ashram. 
We invite you to visit the Ashram, 
as we love to share Shri Babaji’s 
and Mother’s home with others. 
Give us a call at 719-256-4108 for 
more information.  

by Dr. Eric Weiss
eric@ericweiss.com
We are all being subjected to 

the amazing political dramas that 
are playing out in our country.  It 
is almost impossible to believe 
that the Senate acquitted Presi-
dent Trump on the two articles of 
impeachment that were brought 
against him, setting the stage for 
a possible fascist takeover of the 
United States government.

This is a serious and fright-
ening development, and we should 
be responding to it in the most ef-
fective ways we can access.  But 
we can afford some small relief 
if we step back and consider this 
development in a larger, historical 
context.  Over two thousand years 
ago, Aristotle observed that hu-
man civilization generates a con-
stant and rather rapid churning of 
governmental forms—monarchy, 
plutocracy, tyranny, democracy.  
If we’d had a larger perspective, 
we might have expected a change 
from democracy to some other 
form as a matter of course.

This constant churning of 
governmental forms points back 
to something tragic in our current 

human nature.  No “ism,” no theo-
ry of how to live, will ever be able 
to tame the wildness and complex-
ity of our full physical, emotional, 
and mental beings.

What Sri Aurobindo offers 
us in this situation is the under-
standing that human nature is not 
fixed, but is rather part of an ongo-
ing natural evolution.  As apes, at 
some point, became human, so hu-
mans can, at some point, emerge 
as something more than human.  
We can develop out hearts until 
they blossom as Soul.  We can de-
velop our minds until they reveal 
a capacity of understanding that 
utterly transcends the mind.  We 
can develop our wills until they 
are fundamentally unified with 
the Universal and Transcendent 
Will of the Divine.

As long as we accept the cur-
rent limits of “human nature,” 
there is no way out of the churn-
ing of civilizations.  We should 
shape our politics around the pos-
sibility of transcending the human 
condition, and of becoming beings 
that radiate Divine Light here on 
Earth.

Sri Aurobindo  
Learning Center
Human nature

Spring Navratri, the Divine Mother Festi-
val, will run from Wednesday, March 25 
through Thursday, April 2. There are daily 
fire ceremonies at 10am.

Incense, scarves, shawls, saris, 
candles, jewelry, oils, diffusers, 

prayer flags, singing bowls, CDs, 
malas, books, purses, statues, 
clothes, punjabi suits, & more.

Maha Lakshmi Shop

Store Hours: 9am - 5pm
Call: (719) 256-4108 

email: at shop@Babajiashram.org
www.BabajiAshram.org

In Preparation for 
Spring Navratri, 

March 25 - April 2, 
all Statues and Books 
of the Divine Mother 
are 20% off for the 
month of March. 

(If asked for at the 
checkout.)

P.O. Box 88 
83 North Baca Grant Way

Crestone, CO 81131
719-256-4917

sriaurobindolc@gmail.com
sriaurobindolc.org

Crestone Massage Therapy 
Steve Fillenberg LMT 
34 years private practice 

() 

Neuromuscular therapy, 
medical massage, \ii.. · , � pain relief, � � 
shamanic healing. 

(720)512-1803 (719)256-4049

Jane Adorney LMT 
28 years private practice 

An integrated and 
intuitive approach, 

therapeutic, deep tissue, 
aroma therapy. 

(720)512-1802

www.crestonemassagetherapy.com 
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127 F, Salida • 719-539-5219 
WOOD-FIRED PIZZA, MICROBREWS & MORE 

LUNCH & DINNER DAILY 
AmicasSalida,com 

HAPPY HOUR 

3:30 - 5:30
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Crestone Food Bank to hold bake sale 
& food drive March 17

If you like to bake and want 
to help the hungry, the Crestone 
Food Bank will hold a “Feed the 
Hungry” Bake Sale on St. Patrick’s 
Day, Tuesday, March 17, from 
10am to 2pm.   Weather permit-
ting, we’ll be on the deck outside 
the food bank, on the west side of 
the Merc, but will move inside if 
conditions warrant.                                       

Bakers are invited to bring 
breads, cakes, pies, muffins, cook-
ies or other baked goods to the food 
bank between 9 and 10am.   For 
those who want to contribute in 
other ways, a donation bin will be 
available for non-perishable foods, 
and cash donations are much ap-
preciated as well.

All proceeds from the sale will 
go towards feeding local residents 
who struggle to make ends meet 
and have trouble putting adequate 
food on the table.  Far too many of 
us, on fixed income or working low-
wage jobs, are forced at times to 

choose between paying the electric 
bill or buying groceries.

Some 300-plus individuals 
and families visit the food bank 
monthly, and these numbers are 
growing.  Resources, meanwhile, 
are stretched thin in the 15-mem-
ber Food Bank Network of the San 
Luis Valley, and we would not be 
able to keep our shelves stocked 
without your help—and support 
from the Saguache County Com-
missioners.

The Crestone Food Bank, 
staffed exclusively by volunteers, 
is open from 10am to noon every 
Wednesday and from 10am to noon 
on the last Saturday of the month.

You can make a difference on 
March 17 by baking a loaf of bread, 
buying a dozen cookies, or mak-
ing a small donation to help your 
neighbors.   Thank you!

For more information, or to 
join our volunteer team, please call 
719-539-7740 or 719-745-7826.

Crestone 
Performances 
commitments to 
serving youth

Crestone Performances Inc. 
welcomes back two of our long-time 
loyal sponsors who believe in our 
commitment to serve youth and 
communities. These are Sangre de 
Cristo Real Estate in Crestone and 
Amicas Pizza in Salida. 

Sangre de Cristo Real Es-
tate is committed to a high level 
of service, and to providing sound 
counsel that takes your life cir-
cumstances into account. They are 
keenly aware of the possibilities of 
the region and are committed to 
improving the quality of life of res-
idents. They are also active in the 
community, participating widely in 
local non-profit activities including 
KRZA community radio, the Boys 
& Girls Clubs of the San Luis Val-
ley, several arts organizations, pol-
itics, and feline rescue activities. 
Please consider Sangre de Cristo 
Real Estate for all your real estate 
needs.

Located in the heart of down-
town Salida, Colorado, Amicas Piz-
za is a community tap-house and 
scratch kitchen full of good energy 
and great flavors. Amicas focuses 
on keeping the ingredients as clean 
and locally sourced as possible. 
They supply summer and school 

lunch programs through 
the Boys and Girls club. 
Amicas Pizza directly 
supports our carnival in 
Salida. So thank ‘em and 
eat pizza!

So what’s going 
on now? CPI held an-
other Student Open 
Mic on February 20 at 
the Crestone Charter 
School. Once again this 
gave students of all ages 
a chance to perform in 
front of parents and the 
community and once 
again they hammed it 
up. The next Open Mic 
will be March 26. 

CPI will be award-
ing the first round of 
scholarships in March. 
The program is de-
signed to help students 
with their efforts in mu-
sic, dance and theatre 
and all Saguache Coun-

ty school students are eligible. 
Our first carnival of the year 

happened in Moffat, February 13. 
The next ones will be at the Cres-
tone Charter School March 27 and 
at Center schools April 23. The car-
nivals provide schools with a fun 
fundraising event where 100% of 
the proceeds go to the schools. The 
carnivals are made possible by a 
Saguache County Sales Tax Grant 
and Amicas Pizza. 

Next we will be assisting 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors with 
their annual Cabin Fever Show 
March 28. Come enjoy the show. 
Also coming up in April will be the 
Shakespeare Festival and Bazillion 
Capoeira Martial Arts. 

Our continued success is 
made possible through individual 
donations, our sponsors and grants 
from Saguache County and Colora-
do Creative Industries. Our spon-
sors are The Crestone Eagle, Orient 
Land Trust, Joyful Journey Hot 
Springs, Manitou Institute, the 
Sand Dunes Swimming Pool, San 
Luis Valley Federal and Sangre de 
Cristo Real Estate. From Salida we 
have First Street Flooring, Amicas 
Pizza and the Heart of the Rockies 
Medical Center. If you would like 
more information or would like to 
contribute to our efforts, please go 
our web site, crestfest.org and/or 
give us a call at 719-256-4533. Our 
address is PO Box 6, Crestone, CO 
81131. CPI is a 501(c)3 communi-
ty service organization. Thanks for 
your time and stay tuned! All dona-
tions are tax deductible.

Moffat kids loved the CPI Carnival.

Addante Chiropractic / Crestone
Please call 719-539-9493 to schedule your Tuesday appointment

 Addante Chiropractic, PC

Thank you to our AMAZING Sponsors!

Crestone Fourth of July - Crestone Energry Fair 
Saguache Pow Wow - Saguache Fall Festival
SLV Cancer Walk - Cabin Fever - Oktoberfest  

La Puente Share the Magic

Student Open Mic 
@ Crestone Charter School 
Thursday March 26th 6 PM

crestfest@crestfest.org

719-256-4533

www.crestfest.org

YEP
YOUTH 

ENRICHMENT 
PROGRAM

Manitou
Foundation

Supported by CPI
2020 Community Events

Cabin Fever @ CCS 
Saturday March 28th

March Events

Carnival @ Crestone Charter School 
Friday March 27th @ 12:30 PM

A weekend of community-filled fun!

Dr Kim Engard ND, LAc

Now in Crestone Area Full-Time
Accepting New Patients-Discounts for Valley Residents

Holistic Medicine for Mind, Body & Spirit

Homeopathy/Chinese Medicine/Physical Medicine
Detox Plans/Specialty Formulations

(719) 428-3178
Corner of T Road and HWY 17 (Moffat)

www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com

NEW GIRL ON THE BLO CK
FULL SERVICE STYLING SALON

Lynn Ertle
Owner Operator

Now offering Facials, 
Eyelash extensions, 
and Aromatherapy 

by Stephanie 
Long.

18850 County Rd 65
Moffat Colorado 

Call or Text for Appointment 
719.580.9146

To schedule these 
services please 

contact Stephanie at 
(281) 838-9032.

(719) 539-6144

(719) 539-1411 Fax

http://www.WildwoodsHealingArts.com
http://www.crestfest.org
mailto:crestfest@crestfest.org
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as received by Earl LeRoy   
Sovereign God
People want to rationalize the 

truth. I Am the Truth and people 
want to rationalize Me. 

I stand alone in Who I Am. 
If I am all in all, then you recog-
nize that I am Sovereign. If people 
do not see Me as Sovereign, then, 
in their minds, I Am a fallible god 
and not a Sovereign God. Their 
lives reflect their beliefs and they 
will always have open doors for the 
enemy to steal, kill and destroy in 
their lives. 

I Am Almighty God and noth-
ing is impossible with Me. You 
remember the parable of the sow-
er—the end result of the seed (My 
Word) depended on the soul it was 
planted in. Rocky soil or soil in-
fested with weeds did not produce 
fruit. The mixed soul produced less 
than a hundred fold. Rich loam 
soil, which is high in nutrients, 
produced 100 fold. The latter soil is 
the condition of the heart that be-
lieves My Word wholly in faith like 
a child. 

Faith is like a mustard seed 
that will grow and mature into a 
strong tree. There are strong trees 
and there are immature trees. 

There are 
also stunted 
trees that will never mature and 
be strong, and will never produce 
much fruit. Many seeds that are 
sown also never germinate. This is 
the way of man and his choice (free 
will). 

As the Word of God, I became 
Man to pay the price for all of 
man’s sins.  This was so we could 
have a relationship again like We 
(Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) had 
with Adam and Eve before they 
sinned. They reflected our light 
and lived in Glory. Now all hu-
manity is given the invitation to 
accept what I have done for them.  
Whoever accepts My payment for 
their sins, and surrenders to the 
leading of My Holy Spirit; this 
person is washed white as snow 
as Adam and Eve were before 
they sinned. Salvation is the door 
to the Kingdom of heaven here on 
earth, and it is the opening to the 
gates of the Kingdom. My King-
dom is vast, and the treasures of 
the Kingdom are discovered by 
your searching and trusting and 
obeying My Word, and pressing 
into its glory. 

Many are content to live by 
the gate. Some enter in and find 
their comfortable place and few 
press into the glory of the King-
dom. Those who have crucified the 
flesh and all its desires will enter 
into My Glory and live by My grace. 
Those who settle for some flesh and 
some truth will never see My face 
because of the mixed soil. 

So it comes to this —those 
believing only some of My Words 
and mixing it with man’s ideas of 
the soul, will never enjoy My rest. 
Yielding to My Spirit and pressing 
into My Presence will provide you a 
place to dwell in My Glory and live 
forever in fellowship with Us as We 
created you to be. 

Love, Jesus

Dr. Wool 
transitions 
to HRRMC

On Monday, Feb. 17, Cardiol-
ogist Kenneth J. Wool, M.D., will 
transition to working for HRRMC 
Cardiology. Over the past year, Dr. 
Wool was providing cardiology ser-
vices under Chaffee County Car-
diology, formerly Colorado Springs 
Cardiologists.

Dr. Wool has also accepted the 
role of medical director for HRRMC 
Cardiology.

During the next few weeks 
as he transitions into his new role, 
patients with immediate needs are 
encouraged to schedule an appoint-
ment with any of the HRRMC car-
diologists: Laurence Berarducci, 
M.D., George Gibson, M.D., or Ste-
phen Mac Kerrow, M.D.

“HRRMC is pleased to wel-
come Dr. Wool, who is joining our 
cardiology department to help fa-

cilitate the building of a compre-
hensive cardiology service line and 
program for our patients,” said HR-
RMC CEO Robert Morasko.

HRRMC Cardiology services 
are provided at the HRRMC Out-
patient Pavilion in Salida and at 
the HRRMC Buena Vista Health 
Center.

In the near future, Dr. Wool 
will also see patients in Westcliffe 
at Custer County Medical Center.

“I’m excited about deliver-
ing exceptional cardiology care to 
Chaffee County and working with 
my partners to expand services at 
the hospital,” said Dr. Wool.

To make an appointment with 
HRRMC Cardiology, call 719-530-
2000.

Sunday Services     3:00 pm                                         
Prayer Services Thur & Fri       12:30-2:00 pm                   
Food Bank Tuesdays      2-4 pm
    Events at Crestone Baptist Church:  
Bible Study Wed     6:00 pm
Prayer Breakfast every 3rd Saturday   8:00 am

"Messages from the heart of God" is  
sponsored by the Free Spirit Christian Church

Corner of  Hwy 17 and Moffat Way

* Please feel free to call Earl LeRoy at 719-650-9737
or Tim Brenner at 588-1857 if you have any questions. 

Messages from the 
heart of God

Free Spirit Christian Church

THE MATRIX
INTERDIMENSIONAL

LIGHT CHAMBER

www.thelightchamber.com
(719) 937-7755

wMind Stabilization  
wLiving Color Immersion
wEssential Aroma

wSacred Sound
wTactile Vibration
wDeep Silence

Studio portrait of Kenneth Wool, M.D., 
Heart of the Rockies Regional Medical 
Center; Salida.

LEIGHA NICOLE
Bodytherapy - Integrative 

Deep Tissue Bodywork
Traditional Ashtanga Yoga

Therapeutic Private Classes
Mysore-Style Classs Intensives

Gentle introductory courses
Workshops     Retreats

Teaching since 1984

SPLENDIDYOGA.COM
SPLENDIDHEALINGRETREATS.COM

(719) 209-8518

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.thelightchamber.com
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Where can you always find gold on St. 
Patrick’s Day? 
In the dictionary.
What should you say to a runner in the 
St. Patrick’s Day marathon? 
Irish you luck
What do you get when you cross poison 
ivy with a four leaf clover? 
A rash of good luck
Why can’t you ever get Irish golfers to 
end a game? 
They refuse to leave the green.
What kind of spells do leprechaun 
witches cast? 
Lucky Charms!
Why were all the leprechauns still com-
plaining in April about it raining on St. 
Patrick’s Day? 
Because Irish stew.
What do Irishmen say when you tell 
them Bono is your favorite singer? 
You too?

Why are the Irish so concerned about 
global warming? 
They’re really into green living.
What did the Irish referee say when the 
soccer match ended? 
Game clover.
What did the baby find at the end of 
the rainbow? 
A Potty Gold.
Who was St. Patrick’s favorite 
Super Hero? 
Green Lantern.
What did St. Patrick order to drink at 
the Chinese restaurant? 
Green tea.
Why should you never iron a 4-leaf clover? 
You don’t want to press your luck.
What happens when a leprechaun falls 
into a pool of water? 
He gets wet.
Why did the leprechaun cross the road? 
To get to the pot of gold
Why does the River Shannon have so 
much money in it? 
Because it has 2 banks.
What job did the leprechaun have at 
the restaurant? 
He was a short-order cook
How can you tell if a leprechaun likes 
your joke? 
He’s Dublin over with laughter!

What did the Irish potato say to his 
sweet heart?
I only have eyes for you
What musical instrument do show-off 
musicians play on St. Patrick’s Day? 
They play on their brag-pipes.

ANSWERS
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Moffat was very busy in a lot of 
great ways in the month of February

To start the month, Ms. Vig-
il’s 3rd grade class visited the 
Moffat Town Hall and spent some 
time visiting with Mayor Reigel. 

High School boys’ and girls’ 
basketball teams both qualified 
for the playoffs, Middle School 
girls’ basketball concluded a suc-
cessful season, and Middle School 
boys’ wrestling is underway. Con-
gratulations to our very own, and 
only, High School wrestler, Wyatt 
Gardner.  Through a lot of hard 
work and dedication, Wyatt was 
able to qualify to compete for the 
state championship tournament 
in Denver. 

In addition, our archery pro-
gram and its participants contin-
ue to shine! Students in grades 
5-12 recently competed in a na-
tional qualifying tournament in 
both the team and individual 
events. No official results are in 
yet, but we are expecting that 
several students have earned a 
spot in the national tournament 
to be held in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Huge thanks to our archers, Mr. 
Sciacca and Mr. Shellebarger, 
all of our generous tournament 
sponsors and our families and 
community members for attend-
ing and cheering our students 
on. This was an incredibly well 
organized and successful event. 

Speaking of special events—
on the 13th of February Moffat 
School had its homecoming as-
sembly and annual staff vs. stu-
dents basketball game where the 
students were able to squeak out 
a hotly contested 1-point victo-
ry. The festivities continued that 
evening, as Moffat held  its an-
nual Math Literacy/Crestone 
Performances Inc. Carnival/Chi-

li Cookoff/Homecoming Bonfire! 
A great time was had by all and 
thanks to everyone who attended 
and volunteered to make this pos-
sible. Special thanks to the Mof-
fat Fire Department for keeping 
us safe during what is purported-
ly the first Homecoming Bonfire 
to be lit in about 20 years. 

On February 11 and 12, CCS 
staff and students joined with 
Moffat students to tour Metro 
State University and spend a 
day at the Colorado State cap-
ital. Students had an excellent 
time navigating the campus and 
toured the student union build-
ing, several academic buildings 
and received a warm welcome 
and introduction to college life 
in the Jackson Student Success 
Center. The following morning 
we arrived at the capitol and 
were graciously welcomed by 
both Representatives Wilson and 
Valdez. Several students were se-
lected to come to the floor of the 
House and were then officially 
welcomed and introduced to the 
entire legislative body. An audio 
recording of the welcome is avail-
able by going to: https://colora-
doga.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.
php?view_id=15&clip_id=14888. 
(The introduction begins at about 
the 5:30 minute mark of the re-
cording.)

After watching a bit of the 
legislative process we were treat-
ed to a great tour of the capitol 
and then headed home. 

As always, thanks to all our 
wonderful and dedicated staff 
and students, and especially to 
our families for sharing their 
wonderful children with us! Go 
Cowboys!

Headline here

Moffat PK-12 School holds 
archery tournament

by Jack Sciacca, 
Moffat Teacher/Archery 

Coach
Moffat students participated 

in a mid-season archery tourna-
ment on February 19, in the Moffat 
gymnasium. Moffat added archery 
to their curriculum in August, as 
part of the National Archery in the 
Schools Program. A Saguache Coun-
ty tax grant funded the purchase of 
archery equipment and instructor 
trainings. The program is under the 
direction of coaches William Shella-
barger and Jack Sciacca.

Over fifty archers, grades 
5-12, competed for prizes in six di-
visions. Winners in each division 
are as follows:  Cairn Pike, High 
School Boys; Nicole Berry, High 
School Girls; Riley Heater, Middle 
School Boys; Oriana Steele, Mid-
dle School Girls; William Maxfield, 
Elementary Boys; and Miwa Kato, 
Elementary Girls.  Winners re-
ceived awards, including personal 

archery gear, courtesy of the fol-
lowing sponsors: Rocky Mountain 
Youth Project; Cougar Run Inc.; Ki-
ana Creek Farms; Sorum Tractor 
Co., Inc.; U.S. Tractor & Harvest 
Inc.; Town & Country Automall, 
Alamosa; Metz Potato Company; 
K&K Farms; NAPA, Haynie’s Inc., 
Alamosa-Monte Vista; Skoglund 
Excavating Inc.; Western Recrea-
tion; and Curtis Farms LLC.

Moffat submitted scores from 
the tournament into the National 
Archery in the Schools Program 
database as part of the Colorado 
State Virtual Tournament. Results 
of the State tournament will be an-
nounced March 1.  State standings 
may qualify archers for the NASP 
Western National Tournament in 
Sandy, Utah on April 24, 2020.  For 
more information on the National 
Archery in the Schools Program, 
please visit: https://www.nasp-
schools.org.

slvfed.com 719-589-6653

Trust and Strength Since 1899
Sponsor of Mo�at School News

Moffat Archery Tournament winners in the Elementary Boys Division are (L to R): Chase 
Shellabarger, second place; Preston Heater, third place; and William Maxfield, first place. 
 photo by Adam Humphrey 

Moffat’s Vanessa Blocker prepares to send an arrow downrange. 
 photo by Adam Humphrey

THE ALAMOSA LIVE MUSIC ASSOCIATION

ALMA enables quality, diverse music and other 
performing arts in the San Luis Valley.  

Visit our website for the latest schedule of events.
Adams State College

Leon Memorial Hall, Alamosa, CO

(719) 580-0379     www.almaonl ine.org

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
https://colora-doga.granicus.com/MediaPlayer
https://colora-doga.granicus.com/MediaPlayer
https://colora-doga.granicus.com/MediaPlayer
https://www.nasp-schools.org
https://www.nasp-schools.org
https://www.nasp-schools.org
http://www.almaonline.org
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Winter at the Crestone Charter School
Gratitude for the Ski & 

Snowboard Program
Every month, Crestone Char-

ter School students and teachers 
come together for an all-school 
meeting that concludes with a 
gratitude ritual. In one of our best-
loved school traditions, students 
line up and take turns expressing 
their gratitude for the things they 
appreciate about their school, their 
community, and their lives. “I am 
grateful for the Ski and Snowboard 
Program,” is, by far, the most fre-
quently expressed appreciation by 
our students. Students love fun, 
camaraderie, and the challenge of 
participating in Colorado winter 
sports with their friends at the 
Monarch Mountain ski resort every 
Friday during the winter season. 
Over the years, CCS has developed 
a strong relationship with Monarch 
staff. They offer our students a 

great deal on season passes, which 
includes ski and snowboard les-
sons in the mornings. In the after-
noons, students ski or snowboard 
in smaller buddy groups and hone 
their new skills. 

We are grateful to the Moffat 
School District which provides us 
with a yellow school bus and driv-
er. Just riding in a school bus is a 
new and exciting experience for 
our younger students! This year, 
Moffat started their own Ski and 
Snowboard Program, so now we 
can all travel and ski together.

We are also grateful for the 
teachers and parent volunteers 
who love the program and dedicate 
their Fridays with the students to 
make this program possible.

Save the date for student 
theater performance

The CCS Middle School Dra-
ma Club is hard at work on their 

upcoming production of The Mighty 
Tailor, a one-act comedy based on 
the Grimm Brothers’ tale, filled 
with magical moments, unforget-
table characters, and spell-binding 
scenes. With elves, giants, uni-
corns, and dragons, this play has 
something for just about every-
one. It’s a celebration of courage, 
teamwork, and the power of living 
your own story. Please support 
our young actors, and join us for a 
family-friendly performance on the 
evening of Friday, April 3!

Fundraising update on 
Youth Cabin

We are so proud of our Cres-
tone Youth Initiative!  The Cres-
tone Youth Initiative (CYI) is a 
partnership between the Crestone 
Charter School, CCS parents and 
student youth to help identify and 

meet the needs of our current and 
future teens.  With short-term and 
long-term goals, CYI successful-
ly raised money last summer for 
its soccer and volleyball activities 
through car washes and bake sales.  
Now, their sights have focused to-
wards one of their long term goals: 
a Youth Cabin on the CCS campus.  

CCS has designated $60,000 
to kick start the campaign to build 
this Youth Cabin. So far, the youth 
have helped raise over $2,000 by 
creating a high-caliber fundraising 
video titled A Cure for Small-Town-
itis.  You can watch it here: https://
youtu.be/FODMHonSZIw.  With 
80% of our goal left to raise, we 
are reaching out to our wider com-
munity to help us meet our total 
$10,000 goal.  Will you be one of our 
supporters today?

Crestone Charter School at Monarch Mountain.

Middle School Theater Club.

 

Full Food Menu & 
Weekly Specials

Admission Rates:
Adults - $15

Children (Ages 3-12) - $10
Seniors, College, Military 

(Ages 65+) - $12
Children 2 & under - FREE 

Lunch Buffet 11am-2pm
Dinner-Cocktails-Take-Out

Now serving choice of brown rice with 
every meal.

Menu:  www.ehunans.com  •  www.east-westgrill.com

New Sushi Bar @ Alamosa Location
Sushi Hour:  Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm  Dinner  5pm-9pm

Largest Vegetarian & Healthy Entrees
Alamosa:   589-9002  Monte Vista  852-2002

Twitter @GreatEats_SLV

https://youtu.be/FODMHonSZIw
https://youtu.be/FODMHonSZIw
http://www.ehunans.com
http://www.east-westgrill.com
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Announcing a new path for The Crestone Eagle

It’s official!

Reader Supported • Community Reported

Dear Crestonians everywhere in the world:
We, the organizers of a campaign to preserve our newspaper in this challenging time for print journalism, have created a non-profit 

entity to continue the mission of The Crestone  Eagle — reliable news and information for Colorado’s upper San Luis Valley.
We ask for your assistance.
Crestone Eagle Community Media has been declared tax-exempt by the Internal Revenue Service under 501(c)(3) of the revenue 

code. So your gifts are deductible. 
The first challenge of Eagle Media is to buy The Crestone  Eagle from Kizzen Laki, its founding publisher and beloved editor, as she 

nears retirement. Next, the directors will recruit a professional editor who will be responsible for seamless continuity of the monthly 
publication in consultation with Kizzen. And, the non-profit board will encourage creative use of exciting new media. Digital facsimiles 
of each edition? Deep archives? Podcasts of community forums?  Video features? 

Yes, the Eagle will soar!
Funding levels: Silver, $1,000 or more. Gold, $5,000. Platinum, $10,000. Founding Funder, $20,000.
Charter Supporters, under $1000. Those donating $1000 or more will be given an 8-by-12 photograph by Bill Ellzey in appreciation
Everyone will receive the gratitude of a unique and wonderful community. 
To contribute, please contact Dan Frelka, PO Box 28, Crestone, CO 81131, dfrelka@gmail.com, 607-790-0021.

With thanks, Eagle Media board of directors; Frank Judson, Daniel Frelka, Gussie Fauntleroy, Cheryl Waschenko, 
Peter Anderson,  Larry Calloway, Kizzen Laki, Cindy Pearson

(The Eagle Media application to the IRS is available upon request. More information on who we are including our mission statement is available 
on The Crestone Eagle website www.crestoneeagle.com)

Into the future—what we want to do
The Crestone Eagle’s incorporation as a non-profit (Crestone Eagle Com-

munity Media or CECM) was recently approved by the US Internal Revenue 
Service. As a 501(c)(3) non-profit, The Crestone Eagle can:

Achieve greater financial stability
The Crestone Eagle depends on advertising, subscriptions and newspa-

per sales for its income. The largest amount of revenue comes from adver-
tising.  The region that the Eagle serves is affected greatly by the season. 
Winter sees a time of business slowdown, construction is nearly halted, as 
is agriculture. Tourism is reduced and limited mostly to visits to various 
spiritual centers. Businesses tighten their belts to make it through the win-
ter and often reduce their advertising expense. To compensate, The Crestone 
Eagle reduces the size of its paper during the winter and spring, reduces staff 
hours, does less reporting and is hard-pressed to pay its bills.  Yet there is 
still a community need for news, information and public service promotion.  
Becoming a non-profit allows grants, donations and sustaining memberships 
to keep the newspaper viable.

Changing technology has affected how people get their news. Newspa-
pers now need to have a strong website presence to attract and keep readers. 
The Crestone Eagle needs to have a stronger website presence and more imme-
diate reporting. Funding from grants, donations and sustaining memberships 
will permit this, putting the newspaper on a more secure financial footing. 
It can then take advantage of modern communication technologies, engaging 
younger readers.

Sustain and enhance our coverage 
The Crestone Eagle is known for its in-depth reporting, especially on im-

portant environmental and social concerns in our region. The Crestone Eagle 
also reports on the spiritual centers which make this community so unique. It 
explores their philosophies and spiritual teachings. In-depth interviews with 
world-traveled individuals and visiting teachers add great depth to this news/
magazine and enrich its readership.  These articles are a feature of the Eagle 
that makes it unique and beloved by its readership. All of this reporting is 
expensive. Sustaining memberships could sponsor the kind of research and 
reporting which a small town for-profit newspaper can’t afford.

Support economic well-being 
The Crestone Eagle will continue to support our community and region. 

Saguache County is one of the poorer counties of Colorado. It is very rural.  Job 
opportunities are few.  Many people who move here must bring their income 
with them. Trying to serve such a large region that is so rural and low-income 
is difficult for both public and private agencies.  Communication from these 
agencies to the public is always needed.  For health and safety, it is essential. 
This is a job that newspapers do as a public service. Yet, newspapers have their 
own overhead costs that must be met.  There is only so much they can give 
away.  Sustaining memberships and foundation grants can help a non-profit 
publication like The Crestone Eagle provide the community service that has 
always been a big part of its mission. 

Upgrade our community presence
With support from grants, donations, and sustaining memberships, The 

Crestone Eagle can improve its reporting and continue to educate and inform 
the public. It will continue to upgrade technology and to retain and train its 
employees; improve its website and social media presence thus being visible, 
relevant and viable in an age of “instant news”; reach more readers and po-
tential visitors from all around the world, thereby continuing to assist the 
economics of the region; continue taking years of articles, research, and ar-
chival and resource material and uploading this material to the website for 
easy access.  

Find new ways to support our community
CECM could partner with our local schools to provide mentorships in writ-

ing, journalism, technology, graphic design and photography.  Crestone Charter 
School and Moffat School students could benefit from hands-on learning.  The 
Eagle may be able to connect with regional colleges to offer credits and support. 

CECM’s website could provide broad content and links to numerous spiritual, 
health and learning centers. Crestone is known around the world for these centers. 
The website could serve as a hub to make information and links available. 

CECM could expand its support for other community non-profits such as 
the Baca/Crestone Library, Crestone Performances, Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors, the Community Food Bank, the Living Wisdom Council, the Trails Coali-
tion, youth programs, the Crestone and Saguache museums, the Communities 
that Care Program, and the Crestone Energy Fair.

CECM could seek grants and outside funding to publish a regional tour-
ist guide for Saguache County.

CECM will allow for donations, grants and sustaining memberships. The 
hard work of our local board of directors will ensure that this community media 
resource continues to fairly represent and serve the needs of the broader com-
munity. Their input and ideas will enrich, guide and support The Crestone Eagle 
as it continues to serve our community in the 21st century. 

What we need:
Crestone Eagle Community Media (CECM) is seeking financial support from 

grants, sustaining memberships, and tax-deductible donations.   CECM is currently 
raising funds in order to purchase The Crestone Eagle business. As of February 1, 
2020, CECM has committed donations for approximately 30% of the funds to do 
that. If you would like to pledge or make a donation and help the Eagle soar into the 
21st century, please contact Dan Frelka, the CECM Secretary Treasurer. 

Daniel Frelka
PO Box 28, Crestone, CO 81131, dfrelka@gmail.com, 607-790-0021
With great thanks from your community newspaper,
The Crestone Eagle

Crestone Eagle Community Media

The Eagle crew and their furry friends in August 2019.  (front) Carrie, Janet, Diane, Cliff, 
(back) Jennifer, Kizzen, and Shoshannah. photo by Lisa Cyriacks

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:dfrelka@gmail.com
http://www.crestoneeagle.com
mailto:dfrelka@gmail.com


by Lee Temple & 
Kimbowa Margaret
Along with recent climate ca-

tastrophes such as the Australian 
fires that have claimed over a billion 
animals’ lives, many of humanity’s 
own climate-destructive behaviors 
still boggle the mind. Take today’s 
global deforestation figures for ex-
ample: in 2020, a football-field-sized 
portion of the Amazon rainforest 
(already 20% deforested) is denud-
ed of trees and wildlife every single 
minute; and in the past five years, 
an area the size of the United King-

dom has been deforested worldwide, 
every year. So in spite of 2014’s glob-
al commitments to halve deforest-
ation by 2020 and halt it by 2030, 
we’re still failing miserably. 

Why do we care about this? 
According to the climate change ex-
perts, if we want to avoid the worst 
effects of climate change (think 
multiple Australian catastrophes, 
etc.), we need to start reducing glob-

al greenhouse gas emissions (which 
are still rising) by 2025, and cut 
them in half by 2030. 

Hard evidence from a recent 
Science report shows that, in ad-
dition to all other carbon-mitigat-
ing and fossil-fuel-reducing efforts, 
tree-planting and re-foresting is by 
far the most effective, best way to 
combat climate change, and that 
planting half a trillion trees in avail-
able areas could remove a quarter 
of existing CO2, or 2/3s our total 
CO2 contribution during the last 
300 years. Planting trees is easy, 

available to all, and 
cheap, compared 
with every other cli-
mate solution. And 
more and more are-
as around the world 
are also seeing not 
only human-caused 
deforestation, but 
significant cli-
mate-caused tree 
die-off and destruc-
tion too (looked at 
our mountains re-
cently?). So planting 
trees by everyone 
from individuals to 
nations has effec-
tively become a new 
planetary moral im-
perative in our time. 

As many of you 
know, I founded and 

still run the global climate action 
website primamundi.com, where 
we often get many interesting and 
inspiring climate-focused commu-
nications from around the world. 
Here’s a recent email from Ugandan 
climate champion Kimbowa Marga-
ret. The earnestness of her message, 
titled “A Big Call For Help!”, perfect-
ly underscores the urgency and rel-
evance of all grassroots action, and 

tree-planting in particular: 
“Hi and warm greetings, on 

behalf of Mother Earth. Thanks for 
the great climate-conscious work 
you’re doing. I’m writing to share 
my plans for implementing a bold 
action against deforestation. 

“My name is Margaret, a 
mother of five. With your support, 
I’m starting the business of sav-
ing trees. Here’s my proposition to 
positively impact the fight against 
climate change in the world, in my 
home country Uganda, and in the 
neighboring five countries in East 
Africa.

“Country-wide in Uganda, 
homes currently rely on burning 
charcoal for cooking. This has led 
to deforestation at an alarming 
200,000 hectares (nearly 500,000 
acres)/year.

“As a result, countless viable 
fruit trees are killed and processed 
into charcoal every day. This sad-
dens my heart, but strengthens my 
determination to stop it. 

“I asked myself: ‘What if one 
could make it unprofitable to cut 
down these fruits trees? What if it 
could be profitable for the average 
citizen to plant more of these ma-
jestic tall trees? What a wonderful 
world that would be!’

“Since fruit rots and perishes 
in a few days, tree-owners can only 
sell small amounts at market. High 
supply at local markets reduces pric-
es and profits, and leaves wasted, 
rotting unbought fruit. Tree-owners 
are therefore powerfully motivated 
to sell trees for quick cash for emer-
gency expenses like medical bills, or 
purchasing food during droughts.

“However, if all the harvest-
ed fruit is fairly bought from the 
tree-owner and dried for export to 
the sizeable markets of Europe, the 
Middle East, Japan and USA, the 
smallholder will earn sufficient, 
ongoing money during both year-
ly harvest seasons, more than s/he 
would get from single-payout char-
coal burning. This would encourage 
more tree-planting and greater de-
forestation mitigation.

“My proposal relies upon a new, 
efficient, fruit dryer. Costly electric 
food dryers require electricity that’s 
usually not available in rural areas. 
High-maintenance commercial pol-
ythene solar fruit dryers suffer in-
tense internal heat build-up, cause 
fruit rot during rainy seasons, and 

dry fruits slowly, often taking two 
days per batch.

“A group of local graduates en-
gineered a new low-energy dryer, 
affectionately named ‘Sparky,’ that 
employs a solar-powered battery on 
sunny days and recycled agricultur-
al-waste briquettes on rainy ones. 
It dries five times faster than the 
sun, and the renewably-sourced bri-
quettes save even more trees from 
the axe. 

“Sparky enables me to pur-
chase much fruit from tree-owners, 
which thus creates a reliable mar-
ket that will convince/encourage 
poor, smallholder villagers to plant 
more trees. Additional advantages 
include steady job-creation, con-
necting healthy local fruit to the 
global food supply chain, decimat-
ing local food waste, lifting small 
farmers out of poverty, enhancing 
nutrition and food security via dried 
fruits’ two-year shelf-life, providing 
stable income and food for farmers/
dependents, and employing clean, 
low-energy-footprint power.

“It’s my dream to implement 
this much-needed, proven solution 
to save our living planet from the 
horrible climate effects of ever-in-
creasing deforestation. I’m not go-
ing to rest. I’ll work harder every 
day until I’ve expanded to cover all 
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News from the frontlines:
Grassroots climate action 
in East Africa

continued on page B-8
Tree-cutting in Kenya.

Charcoal (dead, burned trees) being transported to market.

Mangoes like these (or jackfruit) would 
be some of the fruits harvested in the 
project.  photo by Dulalkarmakar / CC BY-SA

Kimbowa Margaret.
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by Kim Malville
March 1: Venus, bright and 

un-twinkling, continues to domi-
nate the evening sky this month. 

March 8: Daylight savings 
starts

March 11: During the next 
two weeks in the dark skies of 
Crestone you should be able to 
see the Zodiacal light, stretching 
upward from the western horizon 
in a hazy pyramid of light.  It will 
pass upward through Taurus into 
Gemini, tilted slightly to the left.  
Because it will be nearly perpen-
dicular to the Milky Way you can 
distinguish one from the other. The 
Zodiacal light is produced by sun-
light reflected from dust particles 
lying in the plane of the planets. 
The particles are produced by col-
lisions between asteroids. The dust 
gradually spirals into the sun and 
is renewed by more collisions. 

March 19: Spring Equinox 
occurs when the sun crosses the ce-
lestial equator at 9:50pm MDT.

March 24: Venus reaches its 
greatest distance east of the sun, 
attaining its greatest height above 
the western horizon. It will remain 
visible for more than 4 hours after 
sunset.

March 28: The youthful cres-
cent moon forms a triangle with Ve-
nus and the Pleiades, best viewed 
about one hour after sunset.

Constellation of the 
month: Orion

You all probably can identi-
fy Orion with its bright red star, 
Betelgeuse on his shoulder, bright 
blue star Rigel on his lower leg, and 
the three stars of his belt. Orion 
was what the Greeks called a dem-

igod, a son of 
Poseidon (or 
Neptune for the Romans), the god 
of the sea. As such he could walk on 
water. He became a skilled hunter 
with the bow, and boasted about 
it. He boasted too much, claiming 
he would be able to slay every ani-
mal on earth. Gaia, the goddess of 
Earth, was alarmed by such hubris 
and sent a scorpion, which stung 
his heel and killed him. Both were 
placed in the heavens at opposite 
sides of the cosmos: Orion domi-
nates the winter sky and Scorpio 
dominates the summer sky. 

Orion has enough stars to 
guide the viewer beyond him. The 
three stars of his belt lead down-
ward to Sirius, the Dog Star, the 
brightest star in our sky, and up-
ward to Aldebaran, the blood-shot 
eye of Taurus the Bull.  Rigel and 
Betelgeuse lead upward to Gem-
ini the twins, Castor and Pollux.  
Betelgeuse joins with Bellatrix to 
point to Procyon, the Little Dog. 
Sirius, Procyon, and Betelgeuse 
form the Winter Triangle of bright 
stars.

Star of the month: Betel-
geuse

Betelgeuse has come into 
prominence the past few months 
by a strange infection of fading. It 
is a fabulous star, very red, very 
big, and bright. It has been the 
eleventh brightest star in the night 
sky, but it faded to become the 23rd 
brightest at the end of 2019. Some 
lovers of cosmic catastrophes have 
suggested that this unusual be-
havior may mean it will become a 
supernova explosion that will be 
spectacularly visible from Earth, 
possibly outshining the Earth’s 
moon and becoming visible during 
the day. Wow, that would be great!  
But, like the prediction of the death 
of Mark Twain, its demise as a su-
pernova appears to be exaggerated.

Comparing the star between 
January and December 2019, it is 
clear something strange has hap-
pened. It is a variable star, get-
ting bigger and smaller, brighter 
and dimmer over a period of some 
6 years. At its largest it would fill 
the solar system beyond Jupiter, if 
it were in the center. At its small-
est it would reach to Mars.  Earth, 
of course, would be inside its hot 
gas. Betelgeuse is also very young. 
With a mass of 10-20 times that of 
the sun, it has evolved very rapidly.  
Now it is only 10 million years old, 
much, much younger that our sun, 
which is 4.6 billion years old.  

The good news is that this un-
precedented dimming appears to 

have ceased around February 8-10.  
Now it has stabilized. Perhaps it 
will not explode in the near future, 
after all.  The European Southern 
Observatory released dramatic im-
ages of Betelgeuse, showing how 
it has dramatically changed over 
the course of 2019.  Its surface has 
changed as one part has become 
darker. Or, it may be due to a hot 
and bright convection cell that has 
come to the surface. Once it has 
released energy and has cooled, it 
may be darker and moving down, 
like the much smaller convection 
cells on the sun. 

Perhaps you have seen the 
most recent photograph of those 
convective cells on the surface of 
the Sun, recently taken by the new 
Daniel K. Inouye solar telescope. 
These convection cells are blobs of 
hot gas carried from deep inside 
the star to the surface. On the sur-
face of the Sun, they can be 1,000 
km across, releasing the Sun’s heat 

into space. But on the surface of 
Betelgeuse, these convection cells 
are hundreds of millions of kilo-
meters across, as large as our sun 
itself. Perhaps we are seeing one 
bright ascending cell and a darker 
descending one.

Betelgeuse, for all its beau-
ty, is a youthful giant, headstrong 
and unpredictable. It is very bright 
because it has used up its energy 
much too extravagantly. What it 
does now is uncertain. We do sus-
pect that sometime in its 100,000 
years it will be unable to contain its 
exuberance and will explode with a 

spectacular burst of light and mat-
ter. Some of its matter will be scat-
tered throughout the surrounding 
interstellar space, providing mate-
rial for new stars to be born. Some 
of its matter will fall to the center, 
probably becoming a black hole. It 
will be a fabulous final act, but one 
that most parents wouldn’t mind 
avoiding for their own teenagers. 

This column sponsored by

Kim & Nancy Malville
kimmalville@hotmail.com

Orion.  (Urania’s Mirror, London, 1825)

Orion’s guide to the sky and the winter triangle.

Dimming of Betelgeuse. This comparison image shows the star Betelgeuse before and 
after its unprecedented dimming. The observations, taken with the SPHERE instrument 
on ESO’s Very Large Telescope in January and December 2019, show how much the 
star has faded and how its apparent shape has changed.  
 photo courtesy of European Southern Observatory
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Spring Equinox
by Starr Sites   
Just as with February, March 

begins with shakeup energy as 
Mars prods the North Node (path 
of the future) while sextiling er-
ratic Uranus. New inspiration is 
possible as the planetary patterns 
are generally positive, including a 
Grand Trine (ease), 2 Kites (with 
focus on the North Node and Mer-
cury—making wise decisions), and 
a Mystic Rectangle (raising con-
sciousness), which suggests positive 
developments are now possible after 
the long ordeal of Trump’s impeach-
ment and Britain’s Brexit stalled 
progress. Make hay while the sun 
shines because the relative calm of 
early March cannot be expected to 
last beyond the Full Moon on the 
9th.

As March begins, Mercury is 
midway through its first retrograde 
period of the year (begun February 
17). While Mercury is in emotion-
ally vulnerable Pisces (February 
3-March 4 and Mar 17-April 11), 
pay attention to detail in your com-
munications, especially while Mer-
cury is still retrograde. Mercury 
stations direct at the Full Moon on 
March 9 but remains in its shadow 
until April, so our plans this month 
may be less comprehensive than 
we’d like. Mercury in Pisces ampli-
fies emotional vulnerability mixed 
with creative ideas, but there is the 
potential for unpredictable and ir-
rational behaviors, in personal, na-
tional and global affairs this month.   

The Full Moon aligns a sen-
sitive Pisces Sun with confusing 
Neptune while being opposed by a 
worried Virgo Moon. US national 
anxiety may be further sparked by 
aggressive Mars opposing our na-
tional Sun in the 7th house of allies 
and open enemies. Although gentle 
Venus conjuncts Uranus (relational 
or financial volatility) which sex-

tiles our nationally friendly Jupiter/
Venus, also in the 7th house, Pluto 
opposes our national Mercury, so 
unexpected and destructive admin-
istrative decisions could exacerbate 
future problems. The Sabian Sym-
bol for Uranus at 5 degrees Taurus 
mid-month (“a grieving young wid-
ow, weeping over the grave of her 
fallen husband”) is concerning. This 
image suggests a national or global 
tragedy may occur this month with 
substantial loss of life. Chiron adds 
stress through its T-square to the 
Nodes. Have we wounded ourselves 
as a nation by acquitting Trump? 
Or does this refer to the dangerous 
coronavirus? 

This Full Moon is about revis-
iting the lessons of the past, while 
also facing the truths of the mo-
ment. Determine what must be re-
leased now because old patterns or 
out-worn relationships are blocking 
the new chapter of your life which 
beacons.

Chaos may be heightened 
during this Full Moon as Mercury 
“stands still”, gathering strength for 
its forward movement, while oppos-
ing Trump’s Mars (angry vitriol) as 
the Sun conjuncts ephemeral Nep-
tune, bringing confusion, illusion, 
betrayal, disappointment or grief. 
At the same time Venus conjuncts 
Uranus, which can stir breakups 
and exert pressure on women’s 
health laws. Watch the Supreme 
Court this month regarding a rul-
ing on abortion rights. 

Spring Equinox comes a day 
early due to Leap Year. It falls on 
March 19 in the US, rather than on 
the 20th as it does in Europe, Asia 
and Australia. The message of this 
Equinox is that good communica-
tions, especially within our families, 
is possible now because of the sym-
pathetic water trine between Mer-
cury in Pisces and the North Node 
in Cancer. Saturn at 29° Capricorn 
(a test) is trine the Sun on the pow-
erful zero-degree Aries Point as the 
zodiacal New Year begins. Whatever 
is activated at Equinox sets the tone 
for the entire year, including Saturn 
qualities (discipline, patience, per-
severance as well as delay) which 
will support progress this year. 
Buckle down and get to work after 
being paralyzed by impeachment 
and Brexit earlier in the year. 

The Equinox also highlights 
Mars, Jupiter and Pluto, all con-
junct, parallel and high declination, 
and thus acting excessively. With 
Pluto prominent, nuclear issues are 
on the table during 2020 along with 
other potentially traumatic events. 
Expect Iran’s nuclear position to 
dominate the international conver-
sation for much of the year.

On March 24 the New Moon 
in Aries (new beginnings) further 

amplifies Mars/Jupiter/Pluto, while 
rigid Saturn squares explosive 
Uranus, amping up aggressions, 
saber-rattling and earth changes. 
Chiron also squares the Nodes, sug-
gesting further wounds resulting 
from health emergencies (Chiron), 
as well as storms, earthquakes, 
volcanic eruptions, and potential 
terrorism or war skirmishes which 
are Plutonic events that alarm and 
harm. 

On the last day of the month 
Mars conjuncts Saturn (challeng-
es to forward movement), Jupiter 
conjuncts Pluto (high energy) and 
trines Venus in Taurus (sensuali-
ty). As a nation we must examine 
our values regarding how social and 
political compliance with power has 
threatened our democracy and de-
graded our political systems. What 
containment is possible now that 
Trump is all-powerful?

Here’s some personal advice. 
Gather up your energy and initiate 
a new path.  Let go of the past and 
do not become immobilized by fear. 
Appreciate the happy moments that 
you’ve shared with loved ones left 
behind. Behold the vista of possibil-
ities that expands before you and 
feel gratitude as you step into and 
sculpt your new reality.

Starr Sightings Astrology

Custom Homes

Crestone Vail Breckenridge Fairplay 
tony@artisanalboards.com 

917-584-9027
Licensed Insured Warrantied 

artisanal buildings 
Made Easy for You 

Structural 
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Panels 
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Engineered for Rapid Construction, Best Value Custom Homes
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• Shipping Container Structures
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• All Phases of Site Development and Construction
• Owner Builder Assistance
• Design Services - Free Home Plans
• BACA POA & County Compliance & Permitting Services
• Budget and Finance Consulting

Kit Homes for Owner/Builders and Contractors

Quality service, reasonable pricing,
we’ve got you covered, mountain to shore

Mark McGinn
Installation of greenhouses,  

covers & retractables

markmountainshore@yahoo.com
(Cell) 303.619.4650

Betsi “Starr” Sites
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Astrocartography
505-470-9327

PO Box 364, 
Crestone, CO 81131
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Smoking Supplies
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by Gussie Fauntleroy
As a young man in 1969, John 

Loll had no need to fight the draft 
to keep from being shipped to Viet-
nam. A lifelong physical disability 
meant he was ineligible to be draft-
ed. That same disability—born 
with clubfeet—left him with a deep 
sense of compassion for others fac-
ing challenging life circumstances, 
especially those on the social and 
economic margins of the American 
mainstream.

In May of that year, John put 
his beliefs into action. With 14 oth-
ers, dubbed The Chicago 15, he 
entered a Selective Service Head-
quarters in South Side Chicago. 
They stuffed draft files into sacks 
and carried them down a set of 
back stairs. Out in the alley, they 
set the sacks on fire. As 40,000 
draft records went up in flames, 
with no backups in those pre-com-
puter days, the activists sang songs 
(“Oh Happy Day!”) until the police 
arrived.

Later, aware of the presiding 
judge’s reputation for intolerance, 
John decided to skip the trial. He 

became a fugitive, moving among a 
network of supporters in the U.S. 
and Canada before eventually turn-
ing himself in. He was sentenced 
to a year in federal prison, serving 
two-thirds of that with time off for 
good behavior. In the 51 years since 
then, he has maintained a deep 
commitment to a more just and 
livable society, especially for those 
unable to effect change for them-
selves. In recent years, through 
community and political involve-
ment, writing, and inner work, his 
efforts have turned increasingly to-
ward the continued livability of the 
planet, and the peace and wellbe-
ing of those who call it home.

Understanding the under-
dog

John remembers himself in 
boyhood as a “happy little guy,” 
despite the bullying aimed at him 
for being different, and even as he 
endured a series of surgeries to cor-
rect his misshapen feet. His family 
lived in various Chicago suburbs 
for his father’s job with a print-
ing company, moving just north of 
New York City when John was 17. 
When he was about 12, the family 

took a road trip through the South. 
For the first time, he witnessed the 
desperate poverty of African Amer-
icans living in rough-built shacks. 
It was an eye-opening experience 
that coincided with his awareness 
of the growing civil rights move-
ment.

Two years later in 1963, 
John’s parents took part in a silent 
vigil protesting the white suprem-
acist bombing of a Birmingham, 
Alabama church, which killed four 
young African American girls. Add-
ed to this example of standing up 
nonviolently for social justice, three 
books strongly influenced John as 
a teen: Tolstoy’s philosophical trea-
tise, The Kingdom of God Is Within 
You, Gandhi’s autobiography, and 
The Art of Loving, by psychoana-
lyst and social philosopher Erich 
Fromm. “I developed an idealistic 
framework out of all that,” he says.

Losing fear 
When John was 16, a car col-

lided with his motor scooter, frac-
turing his leg and resulting in an 
embolism that brought him very 
close to death. In the emergency 

room he found himself float-
ing above his unconscious 
body. As he looked down on 
it, he became aware of “el-
ders” speaking to him, say-
ing he needed to return to 
his body. His work on earth 
was not finished. So he did, 
remaining in the hospital 
long enough for late win-
ter to blossom into spring. 
“What was most apparent 
from that experience,” he 
says, “was a feeling of no fear 
as a result, because I knew 
there was something more.”

Perhaps that gave him 
the moxie, as he puts it, to 
declare to his parents af-
ter one year at Plattsburgh 
State Teacher’s College that 

he was “going on sabbatical.” He 
never returned, instead moving to 
Connecticut to work for civil rights 
and peace with the Committee for 
Nonviolent Action. When Martin 
Luther King Jr. was assassinated, 
the group held a silent vigil in Phil-
adelphia despite a mayoral ban 
on public gatherings of more than 
13 people. Along with the others 
arrested, John was a first-hand 
witness to police brutality against 
peaceful protesters.

Shifting gears
Deciding that demonstrations 

were not producing the changes 
he believed were urgently needed, 
John turned to direct action—in-
cluding draft record burning. After 
his release from prison, he moved 
to Berkeley, California, looking 
for work that felt meaningful. He 
was hired by the Center for Inde-
pendent Living, this country’s first 
center operated by and for people 
living with disabilities. He ran the 
center’s paratransit system, later 
working for many years in vari-
ous capacities with Marin Coun-
ty’s public transportation system. 
Among his efforts was a public 

awareness campaign promoting 
public transit for the sake of the 
environment.

When John retired in 2003, he 
was ready to leave the Bay Area’s 
burgeoning population and high 
cost of living. He found Crestone 
through an Internet search, look-
ing for a rural community where 
his pension would allow him to buy 
a home. What he also found were 
people of like mind and opportuni-
ties to continue acting on his pas-
sion for a better world. He served 
on the POA board, calling it one 
of the most difficult jobs he’s ever 
had, and for a time was heavily in-
volved with Yeshe Khorlo Buddhist 
retreat center.

Resiliency and renewal of 
spirit

In recent years John has in-
vested his energy in Crestone Baca 
Resiliency, which his partner Kate 
Steichen initiated through a search 
conference in 2017. In 2018 he was 
elected to the board of the Baca 
Grande Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict, and currently serves as board 
president. In that capacity he 

hopes to help guide the district to-
ward the use of renewables—ideal-
ly including a local microgrid—for 
its backup energy needs. He also 
is active in opposing any exporta-
tion of San Luis Valley water to the 
Front Range.

On the spiritual front, John 
finds joy and steadiness through 
his Buddhist and Sufi practices, as 
well as from the land itself, which 
he believes contains the same sa-
cred quality its indigenous inhabit-
ants perceived. “There’s a renewal 
of my spirit here that is just ongo-
ing,” he says. “The greatest lesson 
I’ve learned here is that to be fully 
present in the times we live in is to 
treat others and ourselves with the 
most generous love we can possibly 
summon, to forgive ourselves and 
others for the trespasses we make 
to one another and the planet, and 
to try and walk on it with the ut-
most respect.”

John Loll
From peacenik to peaceful activist for the Earth

Who We Are

An active member of Crestone Baca Resiliency, John designed a logo expressing strong 
opposition to the export of water from the San Luis Valley.              photo by Kate Steichen 

As a boy on a camping trip with his family.

John at O’Haver Lake, 2008. 
                   photo by Kate Steichen

John and Kate in 2014.
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House approves legislation to protect over 660,000 acres of Colo. wilderness
Largest Colorado wilderness protection package in 40 years

The U.S. House of Represent-
atives has approved legislation to 
permanently protect nearly 1.4 mil-
lion acres of wilderness in Colorado, 
California and Washington.

The legislation—introduced 
by U.S. Rep. Diana DeGette (D-
CO)—is the largest wilderness-pro-
tection package the House has ap-
proved in more than a decade. It 
would permanently protect more 
than 660,000 acres of wilderness 
in DeGette’s home state of Colora-
do, 630,700 acres in California and 
131,700 acres in Washington. The 
bill also adds nearly 1,000 miles of 
river to the National Wild and Sce-
nic River Systems.

“We have been working on this 
legislation for more than 20 years,” 
DeGette said. “The areas that will 
be protected under this bill are 
some of the most beautiful and pris-
tine landscapes that our country 
has to offer. And by officially desig-
nating them as wilderness, as this 
bill does, we will finally be provid-
ing them the permanent protection 
they deserve.”

The legislation, approved by 
a vote of 231-183, will provide the 
nearly 1.4 million acres of wilder-
ness included in the bill with the 
highest level of permanent land 
protection available, ensuring they 
remain untouched and available for 
future generations to enjoy.

By designating the areas as 
wilderness, they become perma-
nently protected from the threat of 
any future logging, mining, drilling, 
road building or any other type of 
development on that land. Instead, 
the untouched wilderness areas are 
preserved for the public’s benefit 
and enjoyment—whether it be for 
hiking, horseback riding, rafting, 
kayaking, hunting, fishing, camp-
ing or some other popular form of 
outdoor recreation.

Studies have shown that pre-
serving wilderness lands for the 
public to use often provides a direct 
economic boost to the nearby econ-
omies.

According to the Colorado Of-
fice of Economic Development, Col-
orado’s outdoor recreation industry 
generates $28 billion in consumer 
spending every year in the state and 
supports more than 229,000 jobs. 

Nationally, the industry is respon-
sible for generating $887 billion in 
consumer spending each year.

Specifically, the legislation—
known as the Protecting America’s 
Wilderness Act—would protect 
660,000 acres in 36 areas across 
Colorado. Unlike many of the 
high-elevation wilderness land-
scapes that have the focus of previ-
ous land-protection bills, DeGette’s 
legislation seeks to protect more of 
Colorado’s mid-elevation ecosys-
tems that serve as critical habitats 
for a variety of plants and wildlife, 
and are often used by Coloradans 
for a wide-range of outdoor recre-
ation activities. While more than 
two-thirds of the areas to be pro-
tected in Colorado are already be-
ing treated as wilderness areas, by 
officially designating them as such, 
DeGette’s bill will provide them 
the permanent protection they de-
serve.  The legislation will protect 
36 unique areas across the state, in-
cluding the Handies Peak, Dolores 
River Canyon and Little Bookcliffs. 

 DeGette introduced the 
now-approved legislation (H.R. 
2546) in May 2019. At that time, 
the bill was known as the Colora-
do Wilderness Act, and it sought to 
protect more than 600,000 acres of 
wilderness in 32 areas across Col-
orado.

After being approved by the 
House Natural Resources Commit-
tee in November, DeGette agreed to 
amend her solely-Colorado-focused 
legislation to incorporate five other 
land-protection bills that were be-
ing sought by members from Cal-
ifornia and Washington. She also 
renamed it, from the Colorado Wil-
derness Act to the Protecting Amer-
ica’s Wilderness Act, to reflect the 
broader reach of the amended bill.

Prior to its final approval 
on the House floor, DeGette of-
fered—and the House approved—
an amendment to add four more 
areas in Colorado to her bill. The 
additional areas were Colorado’s 
Diamond Breaks, Papoose Canyon, 
North Ponderosa Gorge and South 

Ponderosa Gorge—bringing the to-
tal number of areas to be protected 
in Colorado to 36 and the total num-
ber of acres in her state to 660,000.

DeGette’s decades-long effort 
to protect Colorado’s wilderness 
started shortly after she was first 
elected to Congress. In 1998, De-
Gette was approached by a group 
of concerned citizens who had been 
working for years to identify un-
touched areas throughout the state 
that could qualify for a wilderness 
designation. DeGette has been 
working hand-in-hand with the 
group ever since they first met—as 
well as with countless other resi-

dents and community leaders from 
across the state—to craft the legis-
lation that the House approved to-
day.

While DeGette has introduced 
various versions of the Colorado 
Wilderness Act in every Congress 
since 1999, this is the first time it 
has been voted on by the full House. 
Now that it’s been approved, it will 
soon head to the Senate where De-
Gette is already working closely 
with lawmakers there in an effort 
to make sure it’s included in any 
land-protection package the cham-
ber may consider this year.

We are a diversified local small business enterprise 

shangrilahcolorado.com
shangrilahstove@gmail.com

milkywaymountain@gmail.com

20 years of quality heating!  Sales, 
delivery and installation of quality 
wood, pellet and gas-fired stoves 
and chimneys.

IS BASED ON THE TEACHINGS OF  
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE WORLDWIDE

OUR MISSION

SHANGRILAH COLORADO

Shangrilah Stove

Sales of solar panels, off-grid 
goods and consultation.  Use the 
sun! Permaculture design and 
bio-cooperation using geothermal 
heating and cooling systems and 
climate battery greenhouses.  

Raw goat milk farm shares.  You 
own the goat. We care for her, 
milk her and you get a share of 
the fresh, raw milk. All our animals 
are treated with utmost care and 
respect.

Milky Way Mountain Caprines Solar Earth Climate Solutions

719-256-4768

25 Years Experience Building 
   in the San Luis Valley 

Design-Build Construction & Renovation
   + Concrete Foundations

(719) 239-4111
ShaneCaverly@gmail.com

Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured

Shane Caverly

Crestone Mountain 
Builders llc   20 Years Experience Building 
       in the San Luis Valley 

Design-Build 
Construction & Renovation

(719) 239-4111
ShaneCaverly@gmail.com

Experienced | Local | Trusted | Insured

Shane Caverly

Sustainable | Healthy | Energy Efficient
New Construction | Renovations 

Residential | Commercial

web | carriecaverly.wordpress.com
303.885.8665 | carriecaverly@gmail.com

Crestone Mountain 
Builders llc   

Architectural & Interior Design

 

 

 

The Saguache 
County Firewise 

Program 
 

Call 719 480-9764 for free 
home hazard assessment. 

Remember the  
Spring Creek Fire – 2018 
& the Decker Fire - 2019 

Be prepared. 

mailto:ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
mailto:ShaneCaverly@gmail.com
mailto:shangrilahstove@gmail.com
mailto:milkywaymountain@gmail.com
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by Matie Belle Lakish
High Ground Gardens, local 

seed purveyors, was began by Bry-
on Pike, whose intention was to of-
fer locally adapted seed varieties, 
while preserving the local heir-
looms that have benefited high-al-
titude gardeners and small farm-
ers for generations. His focus has 
been the San Luis Valley, but over 
the years many old-time gardeners 
from several southwestern states 
have contributed seed-stock to his 
collection. 

Bryon and his wife, Leah, 
moved to the San Luis Valley 16 
years ago, and now live in the 
Baca, where Bryon has three gar-
den sites. As he is growing plants 
to produce seed, he has to isolate 
the different varieties of the same 
plants so they don’t cross-pollinate, 
and will remain true to variety. For 
instance, if he planted four corn 
varieties in the same locale, they 
would mix their pollen so much 
that the resulting new plants would 
be unrecognizable. Lacking a large 
acreage, Bryon plants in three dif-
ferent locations, two in the Chalets, 
and one in Casita Park. 

Like many local gardeners, 
Bryon originally saved his own 
seeds of varieties that grew well 
in the challenging SLV weather, 
soil conditions and high altitude. 
Over time, they became adapted to 
this area. Bryon started the seed 
business to share his passion on 
a larger scale. He calls it his “pas-
sion hobby.” While they do sell the 
seeds, Bryon has had several agri-
culture-related jobs over the years 
that actually pay the bills. Leah 
helps with the business, but Bryon 
does most of the growing.

Bryon is passionate about 
saving non-hybrid, non-GMO tradi-
tional seeds. He has visited seed ex-
changes and traditional gardeners 
and farmers around the southwest 
and collects and grows out seeds of 
old varieties, many of which have 

not been planted in years. 
Last year I grew a Three Sis-

ters patch from seeds I got from 
Bryon. It included Hopi Blue Corn, 
a traditional Hopi purple climbing 
bean, and Hopi Orange Squash, all 
from plants that Bryon grew from 
seeds he was gifted by Hopi elders. 
The plants did quite well, in spite 
of the cool wet summer that slowed 
many plants. The beans were par-
ticularly nice, and matured dry 
beans well, even in our short season. 

Many of the seeds they sell 
have been selected over the years 
to be hardy and productive in this 
climate. Leah mentioned the chard 
and broccoli that they sell as be-
ing especially well adapted for this 
climate. Bryan spoke about their 
Hardy Tomato, which has some 
frost resistance. He said it was the 
only plant in a field that survived a 
frost, and he has saved and propa-
gated it ever since.  

In the garden by their house, 
which is on a rather steep hillside, 
he grows trial varieties in large tubs. 
If someone gives him seeds to try, or 
he decides to try a new variety, he 
will do it first in one of the tubs. If he 
likes it, he’ll plant out more the next 
year. He has found that seeds from 
other areas may adapt, over a few 
years, to our mountain conditions. 
In another garden, with more lev-
el ground, he plants in raised beds, 
but without boards or other retain-
ers. He then plants on the sides of 
the mounded area, as well as on the 
top, and takes advantage of warm-
er soils for more tender plants. He 
has noticed that even a foot or two 
of elevation change can make the 
difference between a plant freezing 
or surviving. 

As he plants large areas, he 
doesn’t usually mulch with straw, 
but instead, puts seeds for cover 
crops around the plants, usually 
around August 1. When the plants 
die in winter, he just pulls out the old 
plants and the cover crop takes off. 

We also talked irrigation. Bry-
on uses a 5/8 inch Aqua-Traxx drip 
tape, 15 mils thick, that he said has 
held up well for 12 to 15 years. This 
has emitters at various intervals, 
and various flow rates, depending 
on what is best for the crop. I asked 
if he loops the system, as I do, to 
create even pressure in the hoses. 
He said it isn’t necessary, as he gets 
a Pressure Compensating Tape, 
that regulates the flow from one 
end to the other so that all plants 
in a long row receive the same 
amount of water. He gave me a cat-
alog from dripworks.com, which is 
the company he orders from. He 
noted that he buries the hose in 
the winter to protect it. His water 
systems are on timers so they go on 
and off without his presence. 

One of Bryon’s experiments 
is with Goji berries. He has experi-
mented with Goji for several years, 
and last fall Leah picked several 
pounds from plants in Casita Park. 
Bryon believes, based on observa-
tions of wild Goji’s in the area, that 
they were brought here by Chinese 
workers over 100 years ago. Indeed, 
he has ordered plants from Phoe-
nix Tears Nursery in Logan, Utah, 
whose genetics have tested identical 
to those grown in China. Planted 
and watered, the nutritious berries 
are hardy and bear abundantly in 
the valley. Also known as Wolfber-
ry, or Matrimony Vine, Goji is load-
ed with nutrients, both berries and 
leaves, which can be dried for later 
use. For example, testing done by 
Phoenix Tears showed that the dried 
leaves have over 1000 milligrams of 
Vitamin C in about ½ cup. Bryon 
gifted me a Goji plant a few years 
ago, and it has survived well with 
little water or care. He has plants 
for sale, and I plan to increase my 
planting, as I have researched the 
nutritional benefits of this remark-
able plant.

Bryon and I also share a love 
of apricots. He told me he has plant-

ed over 100 seeds from a hardy 
tree, along his back fence. His goal 
is to select the best plants and graft 
them to create trees with frost-tol-
erant blossoms and tasty fruits. 

Bryon, Leah, and their son 
Cairn hope to have their own farm 
someday, where Bryon can have 
room to expand his experiments. In 
the meantime, visit their website at 
highgroundgardens.com and check 
out their seeds and blog. Bryon 
and Leah will also have their seeds 
available at the Seed Exchange at 
Joyful Journey Hot Springs on Sat-
urday, March 7, from 10am to 5pm. 

I like this quote from Bryon’s 
article, “The Mysteries of Seed Ad-
aptability”, on their website. “Our 
relationship with seeds and plants 
is founded on paying attention to 
how our life-supporting crops have 
evolved over large spans of histor-
ical time with humans having se-
lected for the favorable traits of the 
food we enjoy today. Now that’s ad-
vanced! Do we grow the seeds or do 
the seeds grow us?”

GardenGuru
Byron Pike & High Ground Gardens

Bryon and Leah with their products at a seed exchange.

256-4252
�@rn � 

bradybrothersinc.com 
\. 0 . ... 

Quality, Selection, Service 
We have it - We grew it

Annuals • Perennials • Trees • Shrubs 
Hot Tubs • Patio Furniture • Gift Cards 

Canon City - 1121 s. 9th st. - 719-275-12 86 
Salida - 7121 CR 107 - 719-539-6400

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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269 Springdale Trail

4BD 3.5 BA Spacious open floor 
plan, greenhouse, 2 car garage, 
horse stall, cottage with European 
wood stove, sauna and soaking tub. 
Completely off-grid with stunning wide 
open vistas. $675,000

187 West Silver Ave

Prime location in the center of Little 
Pearl Park in the town of Crestone. 
Currently Restaurant, Brewery, 2 hotel 
rooms and Penthouse apartment. 
Thriving Airbnb and restaurant 
business. $475,000

158 East Silver Ave

Rental income from liquor store and 
11 storage units with the sale, all full, 
no vacancies and waiting list. Prime 
downtown Crestone location. Lease in 
place on liquor store. $299,000

75 Dragoon Overlook

3BD 2BA Urban farm! Many 
sustainable and prepper features. 
Wonderful Chalet I spot. 300 SF office, 
greenhouses, gardens! $325,000

2710 Happy Hollow Way

2BD 2BA Exquisite custom home 
with too many upgrades to list here. 
Immaculate 2 master suites, upstairs 
deck. Organic, non-toxic construction.  
Must see! $298,000

2721 Happy Hollow Way

2BD 1BA Great B&B opportunity, or 
vacation home, this home comes fully 
furnished and ready to go. Walking 
distance to Dharma Ocean and many 
spiritual retreat centers. $189,500

4508 Ridgecrest Way

2BD 2BA Neo Modern design 
home-2X6 framing, I. R. C. rated  large 
spacious kitchen with dining area 
island, glass tile backsplash, all 
stainless appliances, including 
dishwasher and microwave. $179,000

169 Verano Court

2BD 1BA New Construction, Great 
room floor plan, vaulted ceilings, low 
maintenance exterior and tremendous 
mountain views. This home feels bigger 
than its actual square footage.  
$158,600

26094 Woodward Ave

3BD 2BA So much for the price, park 
your RV, boat, or other toys here in the 
oversized garage. This property sits on 
3.3 acres with spectacular mountain 
views. $96,500

Your 
Home 
Here

Sangre de Cristo Real Estate
SangreD.com116 S. Alder Street Suite A, Box 356, Crestone, CO 81131

vivia@SangreD.com

719.256.5800

Vivia Lawson
Broker Owner
vivia@SangreD.com
719.256.5800

Shirley Motz
Broker Associate
shirley@SangreD.com
719.937.1691

Ruth
Baranowski
Broker Associate 
ruth@SangreD.com
720.837.3432

Nick Nevares 
Broker Associate
nick@SangreD.com
719.480.9384

2020 Immediate Past Chair  
Realtors® of Central Colorado

NAR’s Green Designation 2013 Top 1000 
Trends Journal

Specialist in Income and  
Investment Properties

300 Hemlock Street

2BD 1BA Log cabin with an additional 
sleeping loft. All appliances included. 
Front of the home faces the mountains, 
close to hiking, biking, and nature trails. 
Quaint and cozy, no covenants, sought 
after location. $199,000

3356 Camino del Rey

2BD 2BA 1,981 sf, sunroom. Custom 
home by Crestone builder Don 
Jensen. Expansive mountain & valley 
views. $200,000.

170 E Golden Avenue

3BD 2BA 1776 SF home in Crestone. 
$223,000

UNDER CONTRACT!

2271 Big Sands Way

1BD 1-1/2 BA Beautiful home with 
great mountain views. Large living 
space, screened in porch. South facing 
secluded lot. $145,000

UNDER CONTRACT!

Get in our listings!  Call: 719.256.5800

735 & 731 San Juan

Town of Saguache - Income 
Opportunity! 2 complete homes! 3 BD
1-1/2 BA, 2nd home 2 BD 1 BA. 
Well-maintained. Excellent value!  
$125,000

246 Baca Grant Way

4BD 3BA Large 3,168 sf study on  
1.54 acres. Kitchen updates with 
granite countertops. Remodeled 
master bath. Enclosed porch with hot 
tub. Flexible floor plan. $308,000

INCOME PROPERTY INCOME PROPERTY

1419 Badger Road

2BD 2BA Great bungalow type house. 
Master Suite has large walk-in closet, 
full bath, and spacious bedroom 
with extra storage. Mountain and 
panoramic valley views. $219,000

365 Camino de Oro

2BD 1BA Affordable living in the 
growing town of Crestone. HOA of  
$406 includes snow plowing to 
driveway, road maintenance, tennis, 
golf, parks, library lots of hiking trails. 
$149,000

633C Panorama Way

3BD 2BA Exceptional 1,982 sf custom 
home with fenced and landscaped lot.  
2 car garage, workshop shed with 
electric. Remodeled kitchen, large 
living, dining with patio doors. Murphy 
beds in bedrooms. $345,000

139 Rondo Ct

2BD 1BA Do a little fix up, and have 
your energy efficient self sufficient 
homestead. Solar system runs the 
home, however, you are hooked into  
the grid for double protection. 
$115,000

BEST OF Z ILLOW

mailto:vivia@SangreD.com
mailto:vivia@SangreD.com
mailto:shirley@SangreD.com
mailto:ruth@SangreD.com
mailto:nick@SangreD.com
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Climate action 
in East Africa
continued from page B-1

regions in the six countries. Right 
now, with your assistance, I’m rais-
ing seed capital of $5500, to buy 
two medium-sized 50kg/day food 
dryers, and to purchase fruits from 
tree-owners.

“In appreciation, I’ll distrib-
ute our 100% organic, 100% non-
GMO dried fruits to everyone who 
contributes seed money, and who 
will also be eligible to purchase 
future fruit at a 10% discount for 
a two-year period. Future prices 
will also be approximately 50% 
lower than now, due to re-use of 
the equipment you’ll help me buy 
today. When I get a minimum of 
$100 from campaign backers, I’ll be 
featured on GoGetFunding’s public 
page, making my endeavor more 
visible worldwide. 

“I’d like to invite you and 
your friends to help or advise me 
in any way possible. Even a small 
contribution will make a big differ-
ence, because every $1.20 saves a 
fully-grown fruit tree. Preserve to-
day—Feed tomorrow. 

“Thank you for your support 
and your prayers. May God bless 
you abundantly!

“Mrs. Kimbowa Margaret
“Nairobi, Kenya”
Learn more/contribute to 

her project by visiting: https://go-
getfunding.com/support-me-save-
10000-grown-up-trees-from-de-
forestation. 

Many organizations actively 
support tree-planting by individ-
uals and organizations, communi-
ties and nations. One of the oldest 
and biggest, the Arbor Day Foun-
dation (www.arborday.org), makes 
it easy for anyone, red or blue, to 
get involved in this critical effort. 
You can learn more about other 
grassroots efforts on our Allies 
page (https://primamundi.com/
step-up/allies), and you can read 
more about deforestation in Chap-
ter 18 of my award-winning book, 
Awakening Into Unity. 

Long-time Crestonian 
Lee Temple has authored the 
award-winning Global Awakening 
series, founded highly-regarded 
climate website primamundi.com, 
and received the 2019-20 Albert 
Nelson Marquis (Who’s Who) Life-
time Achievement and Global Hu-
manitarian Awards. 

Water issues Part 1
by Tom McCracken
Availability of water affects everyone in the SLV. Surface water comes 

from precipitation in the surrounding mountains, as the valley floor only 
receives 7-9 inches of rain per year. Ground water (the aquifer) is recharged 
by surface water that percolates into the soil. Aquifer levels determine how 
far the streams flow into the valley. 

Historically water was developed for “beneficial use” by ranchers who 
diverted streams onto adjacent land and irrigated native grasses to feed 
livestock. This practice, developed over the past 150 years, turned out to 
be a sustainable use of water that provided food, fiber and wildlife hab-
itat along the riparian zones, without chemical inputs. The first folks to 
develop the water were given first “priority.” The “doctrine of prior appro-
priation” is widely viewed across the western US as an equitable means of 
water management. 

About 60 years ago, wells were drilled in the center of the val-
ley which are used to grow crops like potatoes, alfalfa and grain under 
center pivots. Inexplicably these wells were exempted from the “prior-
ity” system. Drilling continued unchecked for years and additionally 
the “Closed Basin” wells were drilled to send “excess” water to neigh-
boring states under a compact that mandated Colorado to share the Rio 
Grande. 

We are now dealing with an aquifer so depleted that surface streams 
sink into the ground much earlier, causing environmental and economic 
damage to ranches and public lands. In January of 2019 the aquifer was 
depleted by 1,400,000 acre/ft.

In 2004 the State Legislature initiated groundwater rule SB 222 in-
tended to restore the aquifer. Local sub-districts were created to accom-
plish this rather than enforcing the Doctrine of Prior Appropriation. Af-
ter fifteen years this mandate has yet to be accomplished and the goal of 
restoring the aquifer becomes more challenging each year and is further 
exacerbated by climate change.  

Tree-cutting in Kenya.  photo by Daniele Gidsicki

I 
Emily Donaldson Associate Broker 

M: 202.577.8462 

Broker, bookkeeper and landlord, 
Emily Donaldson is a meticulous organizer 
of people, paperwork, and money who 

believes in doing things the right way. 

BR.ACKENDALE 

REALTY 

604 MAIN ST.,ALAMOSA,CO 81101 

719.589.3539 

NEW LISTINGS 

NEW 
Construction 
2 Beds l Bath 
l, 175 SqFt 
Built in 2019 

Kelly Weston Associate Broker 
M: 719-480-5347 

Kelly is entering her 3rd year of proudly 
serving the Crestone community through real 
estate & Spanish being a second language, 
is happy to help the SLV Spanish speaking 
community as an independent broker with 

Brackendale. 

Commercial 
6 Hotel Suites 
3 Retail spaces 
2 buildable lots 
5,528 Sqft 

Cd!,�! n AA r: .. _:l .. _13365 Genial Court Crestone, CO 81131 $300,000 u,,u:, ...,,."""7 
171 S Alder Ave Crestone, CO 81 l 31 $777,777 

Secluded Retreat 
4 Beds 3 Bath 
2,160 SqFt 
2.61 acres 

4236 Tranquil Way Crestone, CO 81131 $366,333 

Off Grid home with 
35.63 Fenced Acres 
2 Beds l Bath 
1,500 SqFt 
Oversized garage 

Cd!,�! 
55171 Blackburn Dr. Moffat, CO 81143 $224,900 

TURN OFF YOUR 
LIGHTS, ENJOY 
THE NIGHT SKY

We have banner advertisements 
linking to your business. 

GO TO:  WWW.CRESTONEEAGLE.COM

Checkout our 
Realestate, Lodging, & 

Classifi eds online today! 

We have banner advertisements 
linking to your business. 

GO TO:  WWW.CRESTONEEAGLE.COM
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Her Story: Women’s History Day, 
Month & Museum

by M. Diane Bairstow
The Year of the Woman 

February 1920/2020
Every month we are following 

the ratification of the 19th Amend-
ment and considering women’s is-
sues then and now. In March 1920, 
West Virginia and Washington 
signed onto the 19th Amendment. 
Thirty-five states down, only one 
left to go!

International Women’s Day 
Women’s Day began on Febru-

ary 28, 1909. It was organized by 
the Socialist Party of America who 
championed worker’s rights, trade 
unions, farmers, immigrants and 
women. In 1910, the International 
Socialist Women’s Conference pro-
posed that March 8 become an an-
nual celebration in honor of work-
ing women, and the following year 
(1911) it became official.

In the United States, the 
success of the suffrage movement 
contributed to a decline in the pop-
ularity of the IWD. However, it was 
revitalized by the growth of femi-
nism in the 1960s and UN sponsor-
ship in 1975.

Women’s History Month
On the 100th anniversary 

of IWD (March 8, 2011), Barack 
Obama proclaimed March to be 
“Women’s History Month.” Also 
to coincide with the 100th Anni-
versary, the White House issued 
a 50-year progress report on the 
status of women in the United 
States. It found that younger 
women were more likely than 
their male counterparts to hold 
a college degree and that the 
number of men and women in 
the labor force had nearly equal-
ized.

Around the globe
In 27 countries including 

Russia, China, Vietnam and Cuba, 
IWD is an official holiday. It is so 
popular that in most of these coun-
tries if it falls on a weekend, it is 
moved to the following Monday, 
and in several countries, if it falls 
on a Tuesday or Thursday, they 
will extend the celebrations to in-
clude Monday or Friday. In China, 
women are entitled to a half a day 
holiday, and in Madagascar and 
Nepal it is a women’s-only holiday.

Women’s History Museum
Since 2013 Rep. Carolyn B. 

Maloney* (D-N.Y.) has been work-
ing to establish a Women’s Museum 
on the Mall in D.C.  She and Mar-
sha Blackburn (R-Tenn.) and Del. 
Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) 
introduced a bill to establish a 
privately funded bipartisan com-
mission to determine the feasibil-
ity of a women’s history museum. 
In November 2016, she sponsored 
a bill which led to a Congression-
al commission that recommended 
the creation of a new Smithsoni-
an Museum dedicated to women’s 
history. In March 2019, Maloney, 
Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), Bren-
da Lawrence (D-MI) and Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D-DC) introduced 
the “Smithsonian Women’s History 
Museum Act.”  

On February 11, 2020, the 
House of Representatives, in a 
largely bi-partisan vote, approved 
the bill. Two hundred and twen-
ty-four Democrats and 150 Repub-
licans voted in favor of the bill. The 
only woman who voted against 
it was Liz Cheney (R-Wyoming), 
daughter of former Vice President 
Richard Cheney.

 “I am Generation Equali-
ty: Realizing Women’s Rights”

The theme for this year’s IWD 
is, “I am Generation Equality: Re-
alizing Women’s Rights.” Will this 
be the generation to finally “re-
alize” (bring into reality) gender 
equality?  Perhaps so. Millennial 
women are better-educated than 
their male counterparts, and in 
many instances professional child-
less women actually earn more.

Breaking news
Last month, on February 

12, the House voted to eliminate 
the deadline for adding the Equal 
Rights Amendment (ERA) to the 
Constitution. The 1972 Amend-
ment failed ratification by 3 states 
when its 1982 deadline passed. 
Also last January (2020), Virginia 
became the 38th, and final state, 
needed for ratification. Of course 
this has to pass the Senate, so ac-
tion is unlikely this year.

*Carolyn Maloney was also a 
lead sponsor on the Equal Rights 
Amendment, and she has reintro-
duced it to Congress every year 
since 1997.

Women in Bogotá Colombia show solidarity with early suffragettes by wearing white dur-
ing International Women’s Day celebrations.  photo by Alexander Torrenegra

New Home for Sale
Call Emily 

(202) 577-8462 
or visit livecrestone.com 
For details and pictures:  

buildcrestone.com

RAD CONSTRUCTION
RON DUNBAR

Custom Fine Home Building
Remodels Additions Tiny Houses

WWW.RADCONSTRUCTION.NET
(415) 446-8980

licensed since 1990  #584333
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Daisy
by Tom deMers
Four steps separated me from 

the sidewalk, me frozen against the 
wall of the post office. Daisy, down 
on the sidewalk, scanned me, her 
big head swaying on a thick neck. 
I knew it was Daisy by the notch 
torn out of her left ear, also by the 
shade of brown. Daisy is an unoffi-
cial resident of Beaudry, Montana, 
by common consent someone who 
visits now and then to scavenge 
and fatten before she hibernates. It 
was Labor Day, her time. 

My daughter Molly and I had 
been playing in the water of Little 
Sandy Creek before stopping at 
the post office to check the mail, 
the closed post office. Five-year-old 
Molly was safe in my truck a doz-
en feet down the street. My eyes 
were fixed on another truck, an old 
blue pickup across the street. Har-
ry Collins sat in that truck. He had 
turned to lift a 30.06 from its rack. 
Harry was known for a conserva-
tive tendency to shoot first and ask 
later, one of a group unhappy with 
the town’s toleration of a foraging 
bear. 

I shook my head slightly, no 
Harry, no telling how Daisy will re-
act when shot from behind, no way 
to kill a bear. I did not look at Dai-
sy who had moved up the steps, not 
in a threatening way but curious, 
extending her nose to sniff the pee 
that had pooled between my bare 
feet. Her smell was strong. Catch-
ing my scent, she recoiled with a 
huff, swung back down the steps 
and stood. After a disapproving 
shake of her big head, she took off, 
loping down the street. I watched 
her pass my truck. Molly never 
lifted her eyes from the screen of 
my cell phone. That’s when Har-
ry’s shot hit Daisy under the left 
shoulder. The bear took a few more 
steps, then dropped to her knees. I 

walked slowly down the sidewalk. 
She toppled onto her side, her head 
facing the street. I stood watching 
her gasp, sides heaving, legs still 
moving as if she could walk on air. 
Her exhales sounded with a wheezy 
moan. Her journey down the street 
gave Harry’s shot the perfect angle. 
It was Daisy’s last amble. 

Harry’s shot divided Beaudry 
along party lines: Harry the hero 
who saved us all from imminent 
danger vs. Harry the trigger-happy 
executioner of a natural creature. 
Of course, both sides were right, 
both sides were wrong. Daisy was 
a threat. I certainly felt that as I 
pissed myself on the post office 
steps. Just because she had never 
broken into a car or attacked some-
one didn’t mean she wouldn’t do 
that one day. Wild things needed 
to keep their distance or else. But 
for three years coming into town, 
Daisy had been a respectful raider 
of trash cans and dumpsters before 
ambling back to the wild. It was 
as if Daisy had been our beautiful 
guest. And she was pregnant. The 
wildlife people told us that.

“She never came in the spring 
and never brought her cubs.” That 
was smart and showed good sense. 
Ed argued that the following Sun-
day in our kitchen. Wolves had be-
come dogs and become some of our 
best friends. He said that too. Who 
knows what the future holds for 
people and bears in the age of cli-
mate change? 

“Who knows if we kill them 
all when they get too close?” My 
wife Alice said that. Which prompt-
ed Molly, who’d been playing on 
the floor, to stand quite ceremoni-
ously, a doll under one arm, and 
recite some Dr. Seuss, “I speak for 
the trees, said the Lorax. And trees 
can’t talk.”

Dear Molly. May yours be the 
voice of the future.

by Peter Anderson
“Dad, I’m scared,” my oldest 

daughter said, and she had good 
reason to be. We were going on our 
second hour of being stranded in 
a ground blizzard on the shoulder 
of Highway 285, out in the middle 
of South Park. Seventy-mile-an-
hour winds were rocking her little 
Subaru. It was scary but not near-
ly as scary as it had been trying 
to navigate in a whiteout. Were 
we still in our lane? Where was 
the shoulder? Were we getting 
crossways and about to drive into 
a ditch? Might we end up in the 
path of a northbound semi? We 
rolled to a full stop and I opened 
my door to see if I could determine 
where the edge of the road was so 
that we could park safely off to 
the side. A gust of wind ripped the 
door from my grasp and it was all 
I could do to pull it shut.

Finally, we were able to ori-
ent ourselves, pulling up behind 
another stranded car. We weren’t 
in any immediate danger, but the 
wind was blowing snow through a 
crack in the seal, depositing a mi-
ni-drift on the inside corner of the 
passenger side window. I imagined 
it getting bigger and bigger. Fortu-
nately, we had a full tank of gas. 
We left the engine running to gen-
erate a little heat—less and less 
as the day wore on it seemed—
but heat nonetheless. My young-
est daughter had burrowed into 
a sleeping bag in the back seat 
and was entertaining herself with 
movies on her phone. My oldest 
daughter and I wrapped ourselves 
in some reasonably warm layers 
and maintained our vigil in the 
front. I confess that the bunwarm-
er, which I had cranked to the max 
in my seat, no longer seemed like 
the bourgeois device I had always 
thought it was. 

“Our job is to stay put and 
stay warm. That’s all we can do 
right now,” I said. “The wind will 
let up eventually.” But the word 
“eventually” carried a lot freight. 
What did it mean? Two hours 
from now? After dark? After mid-
night? Tomorrow morning? How 
long would we be able to generate 
heat from the engine? And after 
that? It was three o’ clock. A wind 
advisory, we were able to deter-
mine, ran till 6pm. So we just sat 
tight, listening to her playlist and 
hoping for the best. 

Periodically, the windshield 
would ice up to the point that we 
couldn’t see out. We busied our-
selves with the project of preserv-
ing our ever-shrinking view of the 

outside world. I had broken and 
disposed of the windshield scraper 
earlier in the day—Doh!—trying 
to de-ice before we left Arvada. All 
that we had for the job was a plas-
tic CD case. Occasionally, through 
whatever opening in our wind-
shield glacier we were able to chip 
away, a break in the snow cloud 
revealed a plow driver parked 
twenty or thirty feet ahead of 
us in the oncoming lane. No one 
was going anywhere, not even the 
plow guy, but we were glad he was 
part of our frozen convoy. 

Six o’clock came and went 
but the wind didn’t know that. 
Then, sometime around seven, it 
began to let up. Visibility was im-
proving, we thought, but only in 
small increments. And then, we 
noticed some movement through 
the ice on the driver’s side win-
dow. A truck was edging forward 
in the southbound lane (by that 
time, there were no worries about 
oncoming traffic), following the 
snowplow guy who had also start-
ed moving. “See if you can pull 
in behind that Silverado,” I told 
my daughter, and 10-4, Rubber 
Ducky, we soon had us a convoy, 
moving slowly, but moving none-
theless. 

Turned out we were only 
able to get as far as an isolat-
ed fire station to the south of the 
highway near Como, where we 
would be marooned for the rest 
of the night, but so what? We had 
lights. We had heat. And after we 
emptied our cars of whatever pro-
visions we were carrying, we had 
an impromptu post-Thanksgiving 
potluck. Later the good people of 
Fairplay somehow managed to 
deliver some hot cooked meals. 
Someone broke out a twelve pack 
of beer. By the time a gust of wind 
took down a flagpole outside of the 
fire station, we were happily set-
tled in for the night and able to re-
flect on our good fortune. As in any 
emergency, the first responders, in 
this case the volunteer firemen of 
South Park, deserved our unend-
ing thanks, having led our convoy 
out of harm’s way. My youngest, 
who had been wrapped up in mur-
der mysteries all day, amused her-
self by imagining that someone in 
our temporary firehouse commu-
nity would turn out to be a serial 
killer. Fortunately, the better side 
of humanity prevailed. It was re-
assuring to spend the evening in a 
room full of strangers sharing food 
and drink, telling tales about our 
collective misadventure, and ap-
preciating one another’s company.

‘Dispatch from the Edge’
is sponsored by

Carol & David Lee

    one hand clapping
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In these times we all need 
extra ways to chill out.  Between 
the climate crisis, political crisis, 
and general dark times, those who 
are anxious have more anxiety, the 
depressed have greater depression 
and there seems to be a general 
angst in the air.  If there was ever 
a time to utilize flower essences, it 
would be now.  

Although flower essences 
work on the emotional level, they 
also benefit us physically since of-
ten out-of-balance emotions can 
create out-of-balance bodies.  For 
those who don’t know, flower es-
sences are an energetic remedy 
based on the energy of flowers. The 
first group of essences were devel-
oped in the 1930s by Dr. Edward 
Bach, an English doctor and ho-
meopath whose sensitivity allowed 
him to experience the energy of the 
flowers directly.  He came up with 
a group of 38 essences or remedies 
and a guide for how to use them, 
generally based on 38 states of 
mind.  In the 90 years since then, 
many different groups of flower es-
sences were developed.  I still use 
the Bach remedies because that’s 
what I’m most familiar with, and 
I have yet to find a situation that 
couldn’t be remedied with one or 
more of them.

There are 3 essences for de-
pression with 3 different indica-

tions.  Gentian is for despondency, 
Gorse for despair, and Mustard 
for a depression that comes on for 
no reason like a dark cloud.  It’s 
important to be clear about what 
exactly is going on.  There are 
also several remedies for anxiety 
or fear.  Aspen is for fears of un-
known origin, Mimulus for fears 
of known causes, such as the den-
tist or flying.  And Rock Rose is for 
terror.  Because of this, it’s impor-
tant to study the various remedies 
and have a deeper sense of exactly 
which mental state they benefit.  
Rescue Remedy, used for emergen-
cy, shock, trauma, grief, or hear-
ing bad news, consists of 5 of the 
Bach remedies—Impatiens, Star 
of Bethlehem, Cherry Plum, Rock 
Rose, and Clematis.

Another way of choosing the 
proper remedy is choosing intui-
tively, using either muscle testing, 
a pendulum, or whatever intui-
tive tools you use.  The beauty of 
the remedies is that there are no 
side effects. If you chose the wrong 
remedy it simply won’t work.  
They can be given to children or 
animals, diluted and taken oral-
ly or rubbed into the skin.  They 
can be taken in any fluid, includ-
ing coffee, or drops can be taken 
directly into the mouth.  Up to 5 
or 6 remedies can be taken at a 
time.  Usually a few drops of each 
are put into a dropper bottle with 
spring water and 4 drops taken 4 
times a day.  

I have found the flower es-
sences to be amazing allies for any 
kind of emotional state.  They bring 
balance, clarity, and workability, 
and I have been so grateful to have 
this tool in my life.  May they bring 
you peace.

Dorje Root, RH (AHG) is an 
herbalist and natural healer, also 
working with Plant Spirit Medi-
cine, Intuitive Energy Healing and 
‘The Journey’ cellular healing.  For 
an appointment call 719-937-7786 
or visit www.rootsofhealing.com.
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by Suzanne McGregor
Some of our long-time pa-

trons are just discovering the ad-
vantages of being able to access 
their library accounts online.  It 
is possible to see what items are 
checked out with their due dates, 
renew items, and order books 
and videos from other libraries 
and have them delivered here.  
Setting up the online account is 
easy—if you need help just call us 
at the library, and we can give you 
instructions over the phone.  We 
will also verify that your infor-
mation is correct if you are hav-
ing problems logging in.  Our un-
ion catalog (AspenCat) includes 
116 other Colorado libraries with 
over a 1.5 million holdings, so the 
chances are high that you can 
find what you want—and more!

Our current weekly reading 
program,”Stories for Little Ones,” 
geared for infants through age 4, 
is still going strong.  It is facili-
tated by our favorite storyteller 
Penny from the Saguache Public 
Library and is held each Tues-
day morning from 11am to noon 

(or until everyone gets cranky!).  
Please bring your little one(s) to 
this program and get an early 
start on a love of reading that can 
last a lifetime.  It is free of charge 
and there is no registration re-
quired—just come when you can.

We want to thank David 
Lee, Bob Herman and John Gal-
laher, volunteers of our Friends 
of the Libary (FOL), for install-
ing the new metal shelves in 
the back non-fiction room.  The 
funding for these shelves came 
from a Saguache County Sales 
Tax Grant submitted by the FOL 
last year.  The library also has 
five new ceiling fans from a grant 
submitted through the Library 
District.  Many thanks to every-
one for these new additions to our 
library.

For the newcomers in town, 
we extend a warm invitation to 
come visit the library.  We look 
small from the outside, but many 
treasures lie within!  There is a 
resource center with public com-
puters and printer, and we offer 
copying, laminating and faxing 
services (fees apply).  There is an 
entire video room and a children’s 
reading room, plus a large col-
lection of fiction and non-fiction 
books.  Our alternative build-
ing and spirituality sections are 
among the best in the valley.  We 
would love to show you around.

Baca Grande Library, 256-
4100. Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10am-
5pm; Sat. 10am-4pm.

There’s No Such Thing 
As A Weed
 by Dorje Root, RH (AHG)
Chillin’ with flower essences

Clematis, a local version of one of the 
Bach remedies.

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
http://www.rootsofhealing.com
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by Ish
1/ Predestination: (2014) Action, drama, mystery, 

sci-fi. This film surveys the life of a Temporal Agent, 
who is sent on a series of time-travel journeys, that are 
designed to ensure continuation of his law enforcement 
career for all eternity. Now, on his final assignment 
he must pursue the one criminal who has eluded him 

throughout time. Stars: Ethan Hawke, Sarah Snook. (4 stars)
2/ A Walk Among the Tombstones: (2014) Action, crime, drama. 

Matthew Scudder, a former cop now private eye, is asked by a drug deal-
er to find the men who kidnapped his wife. They killed her even after 
he paid them. Scudder refuses the job. The drug dealer sees him again 
explaining how they killed her and he decides to take the job, thinking 
they’ve done this more than once. Stars: Liam Neeson. (3.5 stars)

3/ The Invisible Guardian: (2017) Thriller. A female inspector 
confronts a serial killer while dealing with the ghosts of her past / sub-
titles. (3.5 stars)

4/ While We’re Young: (2014) Comedy, drama, mystery. A middle-
aged couple’s career and marriage hasve been on the rocks but are over-
turned when they meet a younger generation couple. Stars Ben Stiller, 
Naomi Watts, Adam Driver. (3.75 stars)

5/ King’s War: (2012) Series, 80 episodes. War, power, thriller. This 
is Asian feudalism. Displays court principle, wars, power, revenge, and 
respect. An intricate unfolding of small village and small officials rising 
in hierarchy of the court, wars and position. (5 stars).

The good, The bad & The ugly
—Movie recommendations

THEME: WOMEN INNOVATORS
ACROSS
1. Cause for September celebration
6. Net holder
9. Island near Java
13. “PokÈmon,” e.g.
14. *Alice Paul and Crystal Eastman 
wrote its first version in 1923, acr.
15. Archeologist’s find
16. Synagogue scroll
17. Bag in Paris
18. “Behind ____ Lines”
19. *Aviation pioneer
21. *She rebelled against sentimen-
tal novel
23. Nurses’ org.
24. Deceptive maneuver
25. Director’s cry
28. Snow and cycling helmet manu-
facturer
30. Low hemoglobin
35. Bryce Canyon state
37. Something to do
39. Lady’s Bella Notte date
40. Puerto ____
41. Bone hollow
43. Slang for heroin
44. Cake cover
46. ____ and drab
47. Roman robe
48. “Purple People ____,” pl.
50. Defender of skies, acr.
52. Easter lead-in
53. Attention-getting interjection
55. Pres. Truman’s 1947 creation, 
acr.
57. *She originated the little black 
dress
60. *”Hidden ____”
64. Knights’ feat of strength
65. *Mary Phelps Jacob patented the 
1st modern one
67. Dickens’ Heep
68. Ladies’ fingers
69. Three strikes
70. Actress Rene
71. Crowd-sourced review platform
72. Lilliputian
73. Master of ceremonies

DOWN
1. Better than never?
2. a.k.a. midget buffalo
3. 100 cents in Ethiopia
4. D-Day beach
5. Move a picture
6. Breather
7. Investment option, acr.
8. Last European colony in China
9. Crooked
10. Sheltered, nautically
11. Trace or outline
12. Slippery surface
15. Feel indignant about something
20. Indian cuisine dip
22. *Sally Ride was 1st woman in 
space for this country
24. Speaker’s platform
25. *1st person to win 2 Nobel Prizes
26. Carthage’s ancient rival
27. Implied
29. *She developed philosophy of Ob-
jectivism
31. Formerly, formerly
32. *Home of Wesleyan College, first 
college chartered to grant degrees for 
women
33. Insect, post-metamorphosis
34. *Inventor of a newborn screening 
test
36. Use a whetstone
38. Caitlyn Jenner’s ex
42. Primitive calculators
45. Ulysses and Cary
49. Female
51. *Singular of #60 Across
54. Tennis-affected joint
56. Gold, to a chemist
57. Pepsi rival
58. Fling
59. Rush job notation
60. Inevitable occurrence
61. Reduced instruction set computer
62. Alleviate
63. Old Woman’s home
64. *Jennifer Lawrence played her 
in eponymous 2015 movie
66. Rivoli in Paris, e.g.

Ken Skoglund
Owner/Operator

Main 719.256.4447 
Cell 719.588.2367
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www.kenskoglund.com
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Public Notices
Veterans Assistance Grant

The Saguache County Veterans Service 
Office has limited grant funds to assist 
with rent, utilities, food and gas. Contact 
Jim Sheeran at 719-655-2680 or at 
jsheeran@saguachecounty-co.gov for 
more information.

Houses & Property for Sale
40 acres bordering County Road T
7.5 miles west of Crestone, year around 
access, tons of grass, minutes to Crestone 
or Moffat.  Price to sell fast $79,900.  Call 
Bruce at Steffens & Company Realty, Inc. 
719-873-1700.

2 POWERLINE Properties Together 
3.9 Acres

Baca Grants Lot 1521 1.69 ac $6,665 & Lot 
1520 2.23 ac $8,835 or both for $15K, some 
trees, great views, easy access, easy financing 
Contact Kevin coloradoland80301@gmail.
com 719-379-3831 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. MST

LOT FOR SALE
528 Panorama Way, trees, great views, 
utilities to lot, tap fee NOT paid, $8000 
OBO.  719-588-8727

Commercial Property for Rent
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Camino Baca Grande Professional Center.  
$285/month.  Available 3/1/20. For more 
information call (808) 255-4046 or (719) 
256-5798

Houses for Rent
Bright, Beautiful, Spacious 

3BR/2BA
Gorgeous mountain & valley views. Deck, 
garage w/greenhouse. Tons of passive solar, 
huge wood-burning stove. $1400+utilities. 
No smokers, pets w/references & 2-mo 
deposit. 719-429-8463

STRAWBALE RENTAL
Beautiful three bedroom, two bathroom 
home with solar radiant floor heating. All 
non-toxic finishes. Unfurnished. Clean and 
available immediately. $1700 plus utilities. 
805-451-5153 or pabloteebs@gmail.com

2 BR 2 BA new house for rent  
in the Grants

Beautiful 2 BR/2BA home, energy-efficient 
with new appliances and radiant heat. 
Both bedrooms are private and have huge 
closets, one with a small storage loft. Close 
to pavement, convenient to town. Long 
term rental with a one year lease. $1500/
month, heat/propane included, you pay 
electric. First month and security deposit. 
Pets negotiable with references. Available 
now. Give us a call, no texts please. 970-
456-2979. https://rockies.craigslist.org/
apa/d/crestone-new-house-for-rent-in-
crestone/7065426393.html

Charming, Furn. Log Cabin Studio
Writer/Meditator’s Dream Space, Pet 
Friendly, Mtn. views, Wifi, Full Stove & 
Fridge, steam shower.  $1400/month, 
$850/wk, $125/night + pet/cleaning 
fees 505-728-0244 pics: madamebwolfe.
wixsite.com/rentals

2 BR/2BATH  
EXCEPTIONALLY FURNISHED

Beautiful home in Grants, HUGE Windows 
to soak up stunning views,  New Fridge 
& gas stove, premier mattress/adjustable 

base! Luxurious  linens, soaking tub.  60” 
TV, W/D, landscaped, $2000/mo, $950/
week, $200/night + cleaning & pet fees 
Pics: madamebwolfe.wixsite.com/rentals 
505-728-0244

Apartments/Rooms for Rent
Forest apartment

Beautiful light filled 1 bedrm apartment 
includes utilities and internet full kitchen 
radiant tile floor heat, cathedral ceilings 
$800 plus security deposit no pets 719-
496-0977

Room for Rent
Lovely private room share kitchen $40 per 
night, $200 weekly $500 monthly 719-496-
0977

STUDIO APT
Cozy, warm, quiet, in the trees.  $825/mth 
+ deposit, month to month.  Includes heat, 
internet, water, & electricity - www.bitly.
com/crestone-rentals, 719-285-5877.

Services
Master Woodworker &  

Interior Trim Carpenter
Artistic eye and hand: Custom furniture, 
cabinets, millwork, entry doors, stairs, 
planter boxes. 40+ years experience. 
Excellent local references. Ted Oliver 719-
480-3742

Handyman Services
No job too small. Delivery services. 
Alamosa & Salida runs weekly. Pet pick up 
& walking. Household handyman jobs. Call 
Steve 951-522-7905

Bookkeeping, Services & 
Education

Specializing in construction, but can 
handle most small business needs. You 
can hire me to work for you, or hire me 
to teach you how to structure things so you 
can keep it up yourself. Call or email. 202-
577-8462 emilydonaldson40@gmail.com

GREENHOUSES
All aspects of NEW Greenhouse 
construction.  Also, used green house 
materials for sale. Retractables, glass, all 
parts.  Call Mark 303-619-4650
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New Classifieds online daily.  Check www.crestoneeagle.com!Classifieds 
Buy - Sell - Rent -  

Promote your 
services & More!

Print classifieds appear in print 
and on our website, and run the 
entire calendar month. Print clas-
sifieds must be submitted and 
paid for by the 20th of the month 
prior to print.

Online classifieds appear on 
our website until the end of the 
month of submission. Online clas-
sifieds may be submitted at any 
time but will not be posted until 
payment is received.  One photo 
per classified ad may be submitted.

To submit your classified: 
Include a unique Title & 
Description in email format and 
send to: Classifieds@CrestoneEagle.
com

NOTICE OF MEMBERSHIP 

The Saguache County Tourism Council and Board of County Com-
missioners are seeking new members to represent Saguache County 
on the Tourism Council. If you would like to join the Saguache County 
Tourism Council please send a letter of interest to Wendi Maez, County 
Administrator to wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov, mail to PO Box 100, 
Saguache, CO 81149 or hand deliver to 505 3rd Street, Saguache, CO 
81149. The Tourism Council meets regularly each month at the Saguache 
County Road and Bridge meeting room.  

Letters of interest are due by Friday, March 6, 2020.

NOTICE OF ELECTION: TOWN OF CRESTONE, COLORADO

 Notice is hereby given that the regular election will be held in the 
Town of Crestone, Colorado on Tuesday, April 7, 2020. This election will 
select two trustees, one mayor and will determine the outcome on one 
referred measure.

The ballot will contain two (2) candidates for two open Trustee po-
sitions:

 C. Kimberly S. Martinez and Benjamin J. Byer; and two (2) can-
didates

For Mayor: Adam Kinney and Kairina Danforth;
And one referred measure as follows:
 
Ballot Title:
AN AMENDMENT TO ORDINANCE # 2000-1 (WHICH ENACT-

ED A 3% SALES TAX FOR THE TOWN OF CRESTONE) INCREAS-
ING THE TOWN SALES TAX BY 0.5% TO A TOTAL OF 3.5% ON THE 
RETAIL SALE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE TOWN OF 
CRESTONE

BALLOT ISSUE:
SHALL THE TOWN OF CRESTONE’S TAXES BE INCREASED 

BY UP TO $60,000.00 (FIRST FULL FISCAL YEAR INCREASE) AND 
BY WHATEVER ADDITIONAL AMOUNTS ARE RAISED ANNUALLY 
THEREAFTER THROUGH THE ADOPTION OF AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING ORDINANCE # 2000-1, INCREASING THE SALES TAX 
ESTABLISHED BY SAID ORDINANCE BY 0.5% ON THE SALE OF 
TANGIBLE PERSONAL PROPERTY AT RETAIL RESULTING IN A 
TOTAL TOWN SALES TAX OF 3.5%, THE PROCEEDS OF WHICH 
SHALL BE DEPOSITED INTO THE TOWN GENERAL FUND AND 
ALLOCATED TO THE WATER AND SEWER ENTERPRISE FUNDS 
FOR OPERATIONAL EXPENSES EFFECTIVE APRIL 7, 2020, AND 
SHALL SUCH REVENUES CONSTITUTE A VOTER-APPROVED 
REVENUE CHANGE, NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REVENUE OR EX-
PENDITURE LIMITATION CONTAINED IN ARTICLE X, SECTION 
20 OF THE COLORADO CONSTITUTION OR ANY OTHER LAW?

Yes ______                          No ______           
 
The election is to be held as a Mail Ballot election. Active regis-

tered voters will receive a ballot by mail. Ballots may be submitted by 
return mail, or in person at Town Hall (108 W. Galena Ave. Crestone, 
CO). Town Hall is open for election business from 9:00 am-2:00 pm Mon-
day through Thursday, and from 7:00 am-7:00 pm on Election Day. All 
voted ballots must be received by the Crestone Town Clerk by 7:00 pm 
on Election Day.

To be eligible to vote in this election, you must be at least eighteen 
(18) years of age; be a citizen of the United States; have been a resident 
of the Town of Crestone for at least twenty two (22) days immediately 
preceding the election; and be registered to vote on Election Day. If you 
know you are registered but do not receive a ballot in the mail by March 
28, please contact Town Clerk Allyson Ransom at (719) 256-4313.

Building our community one project at a time since 1993 

Potter Excavation, Inc.     PO Box 523     719-256-4063 

 

Call us for ALL your  
building needs!

SHOP LOCALLY!
INSULATION
HARDWARE

PAINT
ph: 719-539-4754  fax: 719-539-9101

ponchalumber.com
10021 West Highway 50 • poncha springs, CO 81242

1 Timothy 2:1-2

http://www.crestoneeagle.com
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mailto:pabloteebs@gmail.com
https://rockies.craigslist.org/
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mailto:emilydonaldson40@gmail.com
mailto:wmaez@saguachecounty-co.gov


Aguilar’s Automotive
Honest, affordable, reliable automotive 
service. Alignments, breaks, oil changes, 
tune ups and more!  Experienced 
mechanic. Monday-Saturday. Center, CO. 
719-245-9005.

Artisanal Buildings -  
Construction and Remodeling

Happy new year! Why not start with a 
remodel or new home? Call the team that 
shows up and gets things done fast.  Better 
than expected results! Tony 917-584 
9027 tony@artisanalbuildings.com

Veterans’ Benefits
County Veteran Service Officer does outreach 
in Crestone on the 3rd Friday at the Town Hall 
from 1pm to 3pm. Learn about your benefits.

Computer Service/Repairs
Computer Service/Repairs—PC consultant/
technician since 1985 with a full shop 
in the Baca. VIRUS fixes and prevention, 
hard drive data recovery, networking. Call 
Dennis 256-4110

Detailed House Cleaning & 
Organization

I use environmentally friendly, aromatic 
cleaning products, have 25+ years 
experience, view cleaning as a spiritual 
experience, hold a strong work ethic, do 
my best, am punctual, honest, trustworthy, 
competent, intelligent, diligent, detail-
oriented.  kristikohaver@gmail.com  719-
429-2774

Help Wanted
Farm Manager

The San Luis Valley Local Foods Coalition 
is excited to announce it is hiring for the 
Rio Grande Farm Park Farm Manager 
Position. Job description available 
at www.slvlocalfoods.org. Please submit 
Resume and Cover Letter to opportunity.
slvlocalfoods@gmail.com  Open until 
filled. Questions call 719-937-2319

Misc. for Sale
Bed & Bedside Table

Full-sized pillow-top mattress and box 
springs in good condition plus solid maple 
bed frame and bedside table. Comfortable 
and clean. Comes with a 3” memory foam 
topper purchased last year. Asking $275 for 
all or $225 without table.  Contact kizzen@
crestoneeagle.com. photos available.

Building Supplies for Sale
Five doors measuring 2’8” w x 6’8” h -  w/ 
6 panels $50 each.  Pressure washer $100. 

Five 50lb bags of Murco-Spray texture $40 
for all.  Five Sona tubes 5’ h x 16” w $5 ea. 
719-395-5474, 719-849-1506

Gemstones For Sale
Interested in buying beautiful, high quality 
gemstones? Unique private gemstone 
collection for sale. Brilliant opals, coveted 
paraiba tourmalines, garnets, emeralds, 
sapphires, rubies & much more for a very 
reasonable price! Contact Jennifer at ads@
crestoneeagle.com.

Straw Bales $4/ea.
Also all your off-grid home needs: wood, 
gas, and passive solar heating & solar 
power consulting supplies and installation.  
Raw goat milk farm shares available 256-
4768 shangrilahcolorado.com

Free
Free Manure

Free horse manure. Call the Baca Grande 
Stables to arrange pick up. 256-6200.

Solution to crossword puzzle on page 
B-13.
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New Classifieds online daily. Check www.crestoneeagle.com!

L O C A L  L O D G I N G
you can link to these lodging websites online at www.crestoneeagle.com

     
     ELECTION CORNER

January 1st marked the first day that Baca Water could accept self-
nominations for the (3), three-year term board vacancies on the 2020 board. 
On January 30, we published a “call for nominations” in the Saguache 
Crescent and it appeared in the February issue of the Crestone Eagle.

To date, we have received five nominations from eligible electors 
in the Baca Grande Water and Sanitation District. They are eligible 
because they are:

• registered to vote in the state of Colorado (and one of the   
 following)

•     a resident of the District
•     the owner of taxable real or personal property situated       

     within the boundaries of the District
•     a person who is obligated to pay taxes under a contract to   

                 purchase taxable property within the District
Those five candidates are:

• Gregg Conlee
• Mike Smith
• Dan Gray
• Ben Spriestersbach
• William Peck

Self-nominations will close on February 28, with the deadline for a 
write-in candidate being March 2. With five candidates and three seats, 
it looks like we will have an election on May 5, 2020.

An election will be a lengthy and expensive process, involving 
our administrative staff and volunteers from the community. We are 
fortunate to have support from Joe McConnell, Colorado Department 
of Local Affairs, Local Government Elections & Financial Analyst. 
Fromm & Company, who has much experience with elections, will also 
be assisting.

René Evenson, Designated Election Official

Exclusive 1, 2 & 3 bedroom suites
with individual bathrooms

Fully furnished kitchens
Spacious and Private

Beautiful views 
Long-term Rentals Available!
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[

[

[

crestonebacath@gmail.com
719.256.4243

www.crestonerentals.net

michael@architecturalharmonics.com
www.architecturalharmonics.com

ARCHITECTURAL HARMONICS
Sacred Earth

Building & Landscape Design

MICHAEL BERTIN, ARCHITECT
35 years, designing in Crestone

(719) 256-4854

NOTICE OF INTENT TO 
FIX OR INCREASE FEES, 

RATES, TOLLS, PENALTIES 
OR CHARGES FOR WATER 
AND/OR SANITARY SEWER 

SERVICE 
NOTICE IS HEREBY 

GIVEN that, pursuant to § 32-
1-1001(2)(a), C.R.S., the Board 
of Directors for the Baca Grande 
Water and Sanitation District (the 
“District”) will consider whether to 
fix and/or increase the fees, rates, 
tolls, penalties or charges for water 
and/or sanitary sewer service at a 
public meeting to be held on March 
27, 2020, at 9:00 A.M., at the Baca 
Grande Water and Sanitation Dis-
trict Office, 57 Baca Grant Way, 
Crestone, Colorado.  Any inter-
ested member of the public may 
attend the public meeting. 
BY ORDER OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS: 
BACA GRANDE WATER AND 
SANITATION DISTRICT
Published March 1, 2020
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Dear EarthTalk: How 
is it that fungi can help 
clean up contaminated 
soils? 

 —M. Sharpe, Canton, CT

Like animals, fungi derive 
energy by breaking down large 
molecules into smaller compounds. 
They do so by secreting enzymes 
and acids onto whatever it is they 
intend to consume, and then ab-
sorbing the byproducts of this di-
gestion process. While fungi pri-
marily consume biological matter 
(like dead wood), their enzymes 
can also break down a wide array 
of man-made compounds. In fact, 
fungi are so good at this, we’re 
now employing them to clean up 
contaminated soils via a technique 
known as mycoremediation.

Of course, these fungi are just 
doing what they evolved to do eons 
ago. Underneath our feet, massive 
fungal networks run through the 
soil, with many fungal species de-
veloping a symbiotic relationship 
with plants whereby a part of the 
fungus (the mycelium) grows adja-
cent to—and sometimes inside of—
the roots of the plant. The mycelium 
is capable of breaking down and 
transporting nutrients and miner-
als essential for the plant’s survival. 
After detecting and digesting these 
compounds, the mycelium ferries 
them to the plant’s roots, where 
they’re absorbed. In exchange, the 
plant releases compounds that are 
vital for the fungi’s survival.

It’s the fungi’s ability to break 
down and/or transport compounds 
that make them useful for restor-
ing damaged soils. Often, these 
soils have been saturated with com-
pounds made up of dangerous—
and relatively large—molecules. 
By breaking these molecules into 
smaller pieces, fungi help to reduce 
their toxicity. In other instances, 
soils are contaminated with funda-
mental elements such as cadmium, 

arsenic, and mercury, which can’t 
be broken down. However, fungi 
still have the ability to uptake and 
transport these substances, and 
to eventually concentrate them in 
their fruiting bodies (mushrooms). 
We can then remove the fruiting 
bodies, and the contaminated eco-
system will be one step closer to re-
gaining health.

Fungi can break down and/or 
absorb a wide range of compounds, 
including oil and other petroleum 
products, PAHs, PCBs, PCPs, neu-
rotoxins, airborne pollutants, syn-
thetic dyes, cadmium, lead, arse-
nic, mercury, copper, dioxins and 
organophosphates.

If fungi are so effective at 
cleaning up our environment, why 
isn’t this technique more wide-
spread? For starters, it’s a slow pro-
cess. As with any biological strategy 
for environmental clean-up, mycore-
mediation is limited by the speed of 
metabolism. If a polluted area needs 
to be cleaned quickly, other options 
may be better. Another issue with 
mycoremediation is that it often 
fails to completely rid soil of a giv-
en toxic compound, instead simply 
reducing the concentration. It can 
also be hard to justify economically, 
as no one wants to eat a mushroom 
full of heavy metals.

However, the biggest reason 
for mycoremediation’s relative lack 
of fame and use might simply be a 
lack of data from field tests. It’s a 
relatively new technique, without 
many case studies to support its 
use (despite a good amount of lab 
testing). Thankfully, this situation 
is changing. In 2017, for example, 
a large batch of oyster mushrooms 
was used to remediate soil dam-
aged by California wildfires. The 
same variety of fungus has also 
been used to clean up oil spills and 
other toxic messes.

CONTACTS: Fantastic Fungi 
Film, fantasticfungi.com; “Mush-
room as a product and their role in 
mycoremediation,” ncbi.nlm.nih.
gov/pmc/articles/PMC4052754/; 
“Untapped potential: exploiting 
fungi in bioremediation of hazard-
ous chemicals,” nature.com/arti-
cles/nrmicro2519.

EarthTalk® is produced by 
Roddy Scheer & Doug Moss for the 
501(c)3 nonprofit EarthTalk. See 
more at https://emagazine.com. To 
donate, visit https://earthtalk.org. 
Send questions to: question@earth-
talk.org.

Crestone-Baca 
Weather Report

by Keno
January 21 to February 20

Total precipitation for period:
Liquid precip (includes melted 
snow): 0.22”
Snow: 5.8”
Measurable liquid precipitation 
fell on 5 days.
Measurable snow fell on 5 days
A trace of snow fell on 7 days.
No rain, thunderstorms or hail oc-
curred.
Total precipitation year to 
date:
Since Jan 1: 0.39” 
Total snow to date:
Since Jan 1: 7.9”
Snow Season*: 37.5”
*Snow season runs from July 1 to 
June 30 
Temperatures for the period:
High temp: 45.7°F on February 16
Low temp: -7.4°F on February 5
Avg. high: 35.9°F
Avg. low: 12.8°F
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or above 40°: 8
Number of days with the high 
temperature at or below 32°: 8
Number of days with the low tem-
perature below 32°: All 31 days
Number of days with the low tem-
perature below zero°: 2
Winds for the period:
Avg. speed: 3.4 mph  
Highest gust: 42 mph on Febru-
ary 3 

Main direction: Out of the north-
east.

Weather summary:  
Temperatures were slightly 

above normal and snowfall was 
very much below normal for the 
period. While our snow season for 
2019-20 started off being above 
average and stayed that way up 
until the last days of December, 
once January 2020 got here, the 
snow almost totally stopped fall-
ing, and by the time February ar-
rived, there was no improvement 
in the first 20 days of the month. 
While other areas of Colorado, 
including the Front Range, were 
seeing record snowfall for Febru-
ary, we have been seeing very lit-
tle snow fall so far in this neck of 
the woods. 

Outlook for March:
March is our snowiest month 

of the year, with 12.1 inches of 
snow seen on average. Overall 
precipitation-wise, 1.04 inches 
of both snow and rain can be ex-
pected, with most of that falling in 
the form of snow. The first meas-
urable rain of the year usually 
isn’t seen until April, but there is 
still a 4 out of 10 chance that the 
first measurable rain could fall 
in March. The most snow to fall 
in the month was in 1983, when 
40.4 inches of snow accumulated, 
while the most precipitation seen 
was 2.89 inches, in 1990.

Temperature wise, in the 
first week of March, the average 
highs and lows are 43° and 18°, 
and by the month’s end they warm 
up to averages of 51° and 24°. The 
warmest March day occurred on 
the last day of the month in 2012, 
when it reached 71°, and the cold-
est March day was reached on 
March 3, 2002, when it dropped 
down to -10°.

The 31 day outlook for March 
by the NWS is calling for below 
average temperatures along with 
average precip, which hopefully 
means we will see more snow than 
what has fallen so far this year 
and will help out our snowpack, 
which we rely on for our drinking 
water. But do keep in mind that 
we are still in a drought at the mo-
ment that in the first 52 days of 
2020 has only gotten worse.

Note: For current Crestone weath-
er conditions visit Keno’s web site:  
www.keno.org/vws.

Mt. Blanca viewed from Badger Road.                                         photo by Kate Steichen
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